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Mr.  McLame,  of  Delaware,  differed  from  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  not  as  to  his  facts, 
nor  as  to  the  inferences  he  drew  from  them  ;  but 
as  to  the  policy  of  permitting  those  inferences  to 
induce  us  to  abolish  this  duty.  The  question  is 
Bot  whether  the  State  of  New  York  will  be  ben- 
efited in  her  manufactures  and  her  canal,  by  the 
flouring  and  transit  of  the  Canada  wheat,  because 
her  own  grain  can  as  well  be  floured  and  carried 
as  that  of  Canada.  The  quantity  of  wheat  grown 
in  our  country  must  always  be  regulated  by  the 
demand  in  the  foreign  market,  if,  then,  by  fa- 
cilitating the  transit,  you  bring  Canada  wheat 
into  that  foreign  market,  just  so  far  you  discour- 
age and  diminish  the  growth  of  American  grain. 
The  argument  of  the  gentleman  Roes  only  to  the 
benefit  of  the  miller  and  the  canal;  but  the  pro- 
vision in  the  bill  covers  not  only  the  miller  and 
the  canah  (by  giving  to  both  our  own  wheat  in- 
stead of  foreign^)  but  it  covers  the  wheat  grower 
also,  by  ezcludmg  competition.  The  only  difier- 
ence  is,  that,  in  the  one  case,  the  Government 
gets  the  revenue.  But  is  it  sound  policy  to  build 
our  revenue  on  the  growth  of  a  rival  and  neigh- 
boring State?— on  the  encouragement  of  foreign, 
in  the  place  of  domestic,  agriculture  1  Did  any 
wise  government  ever  pursue  such  a  policy  ? 

Here  Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  rose  and  apologized 
for  again  occupying  the  Committee,  contrary  to 
bis  usual  habit  of  never  rising  twice  to  speak  to 
the  same  general  subject  on  the  same  day.  But 
he  felt  himself  constrained  to  make  some  reply  to 
a  remark  that  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  He  said  somethmg  about  my 
claiming  for  Virginia  an  exclusive  dominion  over 
the  growing  of  wheat.  I  never  advanced  any 
such  claim.  I  said  that  wheat  was  a  great  staple 
in  that  part  of  the  State  from  which  1  came;  and 
I  said  no  more.  But  the  gentleman  farther  said, 
if  I  rightly  heard  and  understood  him,  that  if 
Virginia  ever  hohed  beyond  her  own  conjlnea  for  any 
thing  bui  political  power,  she  might  have  seen  that 
her  neighbors  were  interested  in  this  duty. 

[Mr.  INGHAM  observed  that  he  had  not  used  the 
word  "'  ever,"  but  had  said,  **  if  Virginia  could 
look  bevond  her  own  boundaries  for  any  thing  but 
political  power,  she  would  have  seen,"  dec.  Such 
was  the  expression,  and  the  gentleman  might 
make  the  most  of  it.] 

Mr.  Barbour  resumed.  I  should  hesitate  here 
to  be  the  eulogist  of  Virginia ;  but,  as  a  Virginian, 
born  and  nurtured  within  the  bounds  of  that  State, 
1  should  be  lacking  in  a  duty,  which  is  even  prior 
to  the  duty  I  owe  to  the  House,  did  I  not  vindicate 
her  character  from  such  an  aspersion  as  that  cast 
upon  it  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 
What  is  there  in  the  conduct  of  Virginia  to  merit 
&uch  a  reflection  1  If  she  has  enjoyed,  at  any 
time,  in  this  confederacy,  more  power  than  has 
been  enjoyed  by  other  States,  whence  was  that 
power  derived  ?  Whence  did  she  obtain  it?  From 
the  free  consent  of  the  people  of  this  Union,  as  ex- 
pressed on  this  floor,  and  elsewhere ;  in  part,  from 
the  consent  of  Pennsylvania  herself.  Did  she 
possess  more  power  than  was  justly  due  to  her? 
He  woald  appeal  to  all  who  heard  him,  whether 
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these  United  States  were  not  indebted  to  Virginia 
for  many  and  signal  benefits  ?  It  was  Virginia 
that  laid  the  very  foundation  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment ;  and,  ever  since  its  formation,  that  share 
of  political  power,  which  her  sister  States  have 
granted  to  her,  has  been  exercised  for  the  benefit 
and  prosperity  of  the  whole  Confederacy.  Of 
this,  there  has  been  the  most  distinct  and  univer^ 
sal  acknowledfrment.  Look,  said  Mr.  B.,  at  her 
moneyed  sacrihces  to  the  interest  of  this  (jroyern- 
ment.  Virginia  led  the  way  in  the  voluntary  sur- 
render of  her  immense  territory — a  territory  which 
has  since  furnished  to  this  Confederacy  three  en- 
tire States,  that  are  now  rising  monthly,  weekly, 
ay,  hourly  J  in  dignity,  in  importance,  and  power. 
He  did  think  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
might  have  spared  the  reflection.  We  live  in  a 
country  where  all  are  free.  The  way  to  power  is 
alike  open  to  all.  It  cannot  be  obtained  or  held 
but  by  the  voluntary  assent  of  a  majority  of  citi- 
zens. If  Virginia  ga^e  to  the  Con&deracy  great 
men  in  the  field  and  in  the  cabinet,  was  this  to  be 
made  a  reproach  ?  If  her  citizens  had  attained  to 
an  exalted  station,  who  placed  them  there?  and 
was  it  not  acknowledged  that  they  had  filled  that 
station  with  an  honest  and  a  successful  endeavor 
to  promote  the  public  good  ?  and  if  she  had  poured 
millions  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Gteneral  Govern- 
ment, from  the  sale  of  lands  that  once  were  hers, 
should  this  be  imputed  to  her  as  a  fault?  If  such 
things  as  these  were  grounds  of  reproach,  then, 
was  Virginia  indeed  to  blame. 

Mr.  Ingham  rose  in  reply.  He  said,  that  the 
passing  remark  he  had  made,  was  one  which  grew 
outof  tne  gentleman's  own  course  of  debate.  When 
the  gentleman  said,  that  Virginia  had  no  interest 
in,  or  wish  for,  the  protecting  duty  proposed  in 
the  bill,  he  seemed  to  think  he  had  stated  a  suffi- 
cient reason  why  it  should  be  stricken  out  at  once. 
But,  in  such  circumstances,  Mr.  I  said,  he  could 
not  but  advert  to  another  bill  that  had  lately  been 
before  this  House,  the'  bill  for  internal  improve- 
ments, against  which  Virginia  had  set  herself  in 
array,  with  all  the  immense  powers  of  her  line. 
He  was  not  now  inclined  to  controvert  the  state- 
ment the  gentleman  had  made  as  to  the  lofty 
claims  and  merits  of  Virginia.  He  did  not  think 
it  properly  belonged  to  the  present  debate,  though, 
if  that  subject  came  fairly  up  for  discussion,  he 
believed  it  would  be  found  there  were  two  sides  to 
that  (question.  In  stating  the  political  course  of 
Virginia,  in  establishing  the  interests  of  this  Con- 
federacy, the  gentleman  might  have  remembered 
that,  in  the  whole  of  that  course,  she  was  essentially 
aided  by  her  old  friend,  Pennsylvania ;  but  now 
she  had  increased  in  power  and  importance,  till 
she  seemed  to  think  she  might  set  up  for  herself, 
throw  ofi*her  old  friend  and  coadjutor,  and  say  to 
Pennsylvania,  ^^  We  don't  want  you."  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  moment  she  could  be  relieved  from  that 
struggle  in  which  she  had  so  essentially  supported 
Virginia  for  the  general  good,  turned  her  anxie- 
ties to  her  individual  interests,  and,  as  a  darling 
object,  took  up  the  plan  of  internal  improvements, 
of  the  domestic  policy  of  the  country.  But  no 
sooner  did  she  appear  with  it  on  this  floor,  than 
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she  was  met  by  her  old  companioa  and  friend  with 
reproach,  with  ridicule,  and,  he  would  add,  with 
contumely.  Who  was  there  but  would  say  with 
him  that  Virginia  Jiad  looked  over  this  nation 
with  a  view  to  power  ?  The  gentleman  says  she 
merited  it.  It  may  be  so.  1  shall  say  nothing  to 
her  disparagement.  I  shall  not  dispute  that  she 
has  given  many  great  men  to  the  Republic,  and 
I  approve  her  general  political  course.  But  it 
might  be  said,  it  had  been  said,  though  he  should 
not  say  it,  that  she  had  pursued  that  course  with 
a  selfish  view  to  her  own  ascendency.  [Here  the 
Chairman  called  Mr.  Ingham  to  oroer.] 

Mr.  Clay  regretted  exceedingly,  the  course  the 
debate  had  taken.  It  was  certainly  altogether  un- 
necessary. The  great  merits  of  Virginia  and 
Pennsylvania  were  known  to  all,  and  need  not  be 
repeated  on  this  floor.  Why  should  gentlemen 
indulge  in  such  a  course  of  reflection  ?  It  had  no 
connexion  with  the  subject  before  the  House,  and 
he  hoped  it  was  now  over. 

Mr.  Archer  rose,  not  to  ofier  an  argument,  but 
only  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  inquiry. 

The  Chairman  having  pronounced  tnis  to  be 
in  order, 

Mr.  Archer  said,  he  wished  to  inquire  whether 
he  had  heard  the  gentleman  rightly,  when  he  said 
"  he  did  not  mean  to  say  any  thing  to  the  dispar- 
agement of  Virginia  ?" 

Mr.  Ingham  replied,  that  he  could  scarcely  con- 
ceive a  motive  for  such  an  inquiry.  He  had  cer- 
tainly expressed  himself  very  distinctly.  He  had 
not  imputed  to  Virginia  a  dishonorable  ambition, 
or  dishonorable  motives  in  her  ambition. 

Mr.  Webster  resumed  the  course  of  debate. 
He  said,  since  the  very  extraordinary  discus^ion 
to  which  they  had  been  listening  was  at  length  at 
an  end,  he  hoped  the  House  would  now  return  to 
the  question  properly  before  them.    He  thought 
Che  argument  adduced  for  the  duty  was  of  a  sin- 
gular kind.    It  amounted  to  this:  Our  wheat  rots 
upon  our  hands  in  stacks  and  in  sacks.    We  can't 
sell  it ;  we  don't  know  what  to  do  with  it ;  and 
now  we  must  take  care  lest  anybody  else  should 
bring  any  here.    The  gentlemen  think,  that  to 
leave  the  duty  without  increase  will  en'cburage 
the  settlement  of  Canada.    They  ^sk  if  we  shall 
bring  strangers  into  our  market?  and  the  gentle- 
man from  rennsylvania  says  I  ought,  at  once,  to 
move  to  strike  out  the  ad  valorem  duty — as  if  the 
whole  profit  of  transit, /or  which  I  argue,  did  not 
turn  on  that  very  duty.    No,  sir;  I  am  not  quite 
in  so  wild  an  extreme,  either  on  the  one  side  or 
the  other.    As  to  encouraging  the  settlement  of 
Canada,  does  not  that  gentleman  know  that  there 
are  inducements  on  our  side  of  the  line,  against 
which  no  sort  of  competition  can  for  a  moment 
be  presented?    Does  not  he  consider  that  this 
must  necessarily  be  the  case,  from  the  difierence 
between  a  free,  popular,  home  government,  and 
the  colonial  government  of  a  distant  dependency 
of  a  monarchy?    Give  it  what  advantages  you 
please — add  bounty  to  bounty,  it  is  the  same  thing; 
nothing  can  destroy  this  necessary  essential  difier- 
ence.   The  argument  amounts  to  this — if  you 
don't  give  our  own  citizens  a  duty  of  more  than 


fifteen  per  cent.,  they  will  go  over  to  the  Canada 
side.  Why,  let  them  go  then.  If  this  is  all  that 
keeps  them,  they  are  certainly  unfit  to  be  citizens 
of  this  Republic.  The  gentlemen  say,  if  you  keep 
out  the  Canada  wheat  from  our  canal,  our  wheat 
will  find  a  foreign  market.  Why,  sir,  so  will  the 
Canada  wheat.  The  bushel  of  wheat  that  grew 
on  one  side  of  the  line  will  very  probably  meet  in 
the  West  Indies  the  very  bushel  that  grew  oppo- 
site to  it  on  the  other  side.  You  can't  keep  it  out. 
The  true  question  is,  whether  the  expenses  of 
^oing  round  by  Montreal  and  Quebec  will  so  raise 
Its  price  in  the  foreign  market  that  the  gain  upon 
the  wheat  we  sell  there  will  more  than  compen- 
sate us  for  the  loss  of  the  ad  valorem  duty,  the 
transit  toll,  and  the  commercial  commission  and 
charges  for  the  shipment?  That  is  the  real  ques- 
tion, and  it  must  be  decided  by  facts,  of  which  I 
am  not  at  present  master;  but  I  should  suppose  it 
would  not,  by  any  means.  Gentlemen  are  afraid 
the  Canada  wheat  will  be  consumed  in  New 
York.  Why,  sir,  it  makes  not  a  cent  of  odds  if  it 
is ;  because  so  much  more  of  our  own  wheat  will 
be  exported  in  the  place  of  it.  New  York  is  not 
only  a  consumer,  but  an  exporter  at  the  same 
time.  The  gentleman  from  Delaware  says,  if  the 
Canada  wheat  does  not  come  down  the  canal,  our 
own  will  come  down  in  its  place.  No,  sir ;  be- 
cause New  York  is  not  the  place  of  consumption, 
not  the  final  market. 

The  great  argument  for  the  transit  is  from  the 
revenue  it  Will  produce  at  fifteen  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem. All  our  drawback  system  is  founded  on 
transit,  and  a  very  productive  system  it  has  proved. 
Gentlemen  ought  always  to  keep  it  in  mind  that 
the  admission  of  the  Canada  wheat  to  pass  through 
the  State  does  not  prevent  the  manufacture  of  our 
own  within  the  State. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  was,  greatly  surprised  at  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 
It  was  certainly  not  correct  that,  if  the  Canada 
wheat  did  not  come  down  our  canal,  it  would  get 
as  cheaply  to  the  foreign  market  by  the  way  of 
the  St.  Lawrence. 

[Mr.  Webster  explained.  He  had  not  been  so 
absurd  as  to  say  this.]      * 

Mr.  Clay.  Then  the  gentleman  surrenders  the 
argument ;  for  it  ^ets  to  the  West  Indies,  in  that 
route,  burdened  with  additional  costs  of  transpor- 
tation ;  it  is  no  longer  able  to  compete  with  ours, 
and  the  market  is  secured  to  our  own  agricultu- 
rist. The  Canada  flour  is  certainly  eaten  some- 
where, either  in  the  United  States  or  in  a  foreign 
market;  if  in  the  United  States,  then  so  much  of 
our  own  is  displaced,  and,  to  its  whole  amount,  it 
is  an  injury  to  the  American  wheat  grower ;  if  in 
a  foreign  market,  then,  if  that  market  was  great 
enough  to  consume  both  all  the  Canada  wheat 
and  all  ours,  the  gentleman's  argument  might 
hold.  But  such  is  not  the  fact.  Ours  and  the 
Canada  must  compete  for  the  same  consumer. 
Why,  then,  bring  the  Canada  wheat  to  that  con- 
sumer any  cheaper,  by  the  use  of  our  canal? 
Wherever  the  Canada  wheat  goes,  go  where  it 
may,  it  takes  the  place  of  so  much  American 
wheat,  whether  at  home  or  abroad.    Besides,  if 
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foa  cut  off  their  flour  from  the  use  of  our  canal, 
you  keep  it  at  home  for  all  that  portion  of  the 
year  that  the  St.  Lawrence  is  closed  with  ice, 
while  our  canal  is  open.  The  British  warehous- 
ing system  did  not  apply  to  this  case.  Gentlemen 
did  not  seem  to  be  aware  of  the  advantage  of  the 
home  consumption.  The  city  of  New  York  alone 
did  not  consume  less  than  800,000  barrels  of  flour 
annually.  If  Canada  flour  comes  to  New  York 
for  consumption,  so  much  American  is  excluded. 
No  matter,  says  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, because  so  much  more  American  goes  abroad. 
Very  true,  if  there  was  a  market  ready  abroad  to 
receive  it;  but  this  is  not  the  case,  and  therefore 
ic  is  a  dead  loss  to  the  American  farmer.  Such 
was  the  fertility  of  the  Canadian  peninsula,  be- 
tween Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario,  and  so  cheap  were 
the  lands  sold  by  the  British  Government,  tiiat  the 
seeder  there  could  afibrd  to  undersell  the  farmer 
of  the  United  States,  whose  land  costs  him  ten 
times  as  much."^ 

Mr.  Webster  rejoined,  and*  said  that  the  great 
difficulty,  if  there  were  any,  lay  in  telling  what 
would  be  the  eflect  of  the  duty  if  laid.  Would  it 
prevent  the  consumption  of  foreign  wheat  in  New 
York  ?  Formerly,  the  price  was  the  same  on  both 
sides  of  the  lines.  Now,  on  account  of  the  in- 
creased facility  of  getting  to  a  market,  the  price 
is  raised  on  this  side.  All  that  is  sought  by  the 
Canadian  wheat  grower  is  to  use  this  facility :  his 
flour  comes  in  only  that  it  may  go  out;  and  it 
would  be  easy  to  adopt  regulations  such  as  all 
foreign  Governments  have  done,  who  encourage 
the  transit  of  goods,  to  prevent  breaking  bulk. 
But,  the  gentleman  asks,  shall  we  give  a  rival  fa- 
cilities to  get  cheaper  to  a  market  where  we  go 
ourselves  ?  I  answer,  yes ;  if  he  will  pay  you  lor 
this  more  than  makes  up  the  difierence.  This 
very  consideration  of  transit  toll  from  Canada  was 
holden  op  and  larsely  insistec)  on,  when  the  great 
canal  in  New  York  was  proposed.  And  it  must 
not  be  forgotten,  that  the  toil  on  the  canal  was  not 
all  the  Canada  flour  paid  us.  It  paid  the  mer- 
chant on  the  lines  something ;  it  pays  the  mer- 
chant at  Albany  something;  the  merchant  at 
New  York  something;  and,  finally,  it  employs 
our  navigation,  and  pays  something  to  our  tars. 

The  question  being  loudly  called  for  from  all 
quarters,  it  was  taken,  accordingly,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  to  strike  out  the  hundred 
and  eighty-second  line  of  the  bill,  "on  wheat 
twenty-five  cents  per  bushel,'^  and  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  71,  noes  113. 

And  then  the  Committee  rose. 


Saturday,  February  28. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
reported  a  bill,  ^'further  to  amend  the  Judicial 
system  of  the  United  States." 

[This  bill  proposes  an  important  change  in  the 
orgfanization  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
the  main  features  of  which  are  as  follows :  The 
sessions  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  held,  hereaf- 
ter, on  the  4th  Monday  of  January,  instead  of 
February  in  each  year — the  State  of  Kentucky  is 


to  be  divided  into  two  districts,  to  be  called  the 
Eastern  and  the  Western — the  State  of  Ohio  also 
to  be  divided  into  two  Districts  in  like  manner — 
the  two  Districts  of  Kentucky,  hereafter  to  con- 
stitute the  seventh  Circuit — the  two  Districts  of 
Ohio,  and  the  District  of  Indiana,  the  Eighth  Cir- 
cuit— the  District  of  Illinois  and  the  District  of 
Missouri,  the  Ninth  Circuit — the  two  Districts  of 
Tennessee  and  District  of  Alabama,  the  Tenth 
Circuit — the  two  Districts  of  Louisiana  and  the 
District  of  Mississippi,  the  Eleventh  Circuit — that 
a  Circuit  Judge  of  the  United  States  shall  be  ap- 
pointed for  each  District,  to  constitute  with  the 
District  Judge  in  each,  a  Circuit  Court.  &c. — 
the  compensations  of  the  Judges  are  left  blank,  as 
also  are  the  chances  proposed  by  the  bill,  of  the 
compensations  of  some  of  the  existing  District 
Judffes.1 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  amend 
an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  Territorial  gov- 
ernment in  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  from  a  select  committee,^ 
to  whom  was  referred  a  proposition  to  amend  the 
rules  of  the  House,  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment,  the  principal  eflect  of  which  would 
be  to  devote  Friday  and  Saturday  in  each  week 
to  the  consideration  of  bills  and  reports  of  a  pri- 
vate Qature. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mallart,  the  report  was 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  of  New  York,  from  a 
select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  an  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  police  for 
the  Capitol,  &c.,  reported  the  following  joint  res- 
olution : 

Resolved,  ^c.  That  the  police  regnlations  of  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  Washington  be  construed 
to  extend  to  the  public  grounds,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  pre§ervation  of  the  public  order. 

2.  That  no  spirituous  liquors  be  retailed  any  where 
in  the  Capitol,  or  on  the  public  grounds  near  the  same, 
with  or  without  licence. 

3.  That  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  House  of  Represent* 
atives  be  charged  with  the  preservation  of  the  floor  and 
walls  of  all  the  apartments  of  the  Capitol,  not  under 
the  care  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

4.  That  the  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia  be 
empowered  and  directed  to  employ  a  deputy,  during 
the  session  uf  Congress,  to  preserve  order  in  the  pas- 
sages and  apartments  within  the  Capitol,  and  on  the 
public  grounds  surrounding  the  same,  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  pre- 
siding officers  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

The  resolution  was  twice  read  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

OHIO  AND  MISSISSIPPI  RIVERS. 

Mr.  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  from,  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  a  report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers, 
on  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  made  a  re- 
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port,  accompanied  by  a  bill  "  to  improve  the  navi- 
gation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rirers." 

[This  bill  proposes  to  authorize  the  President 
to  cause  dykes  and  sluices  to  be  constructed,  for 
the  purpose  of  navigation  at  the  lowest  stage  of 
the  water,  upon  certain  bars  in  the  Ohio  river,  to 
remove  planters,  sawyers,  and  sna^s,  from  the 
bed  of  the  Mississsippi  river.  The  bill  was  twice 
read  and  committed.    The  report  is  as  follows  : 

It  is  known  that  the  great  rivers  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi are  the  principal  comnaercial  outlets  of  the  vast 
and  fertile  regions  west  of  the  Alleghany  monntains ; 
and  it  must  be  obvious  that  whatever  tends  to  obstruct 
or  endanger  the  navigation  of  those  streams  cannot 
be  regarded  with  indifference  by  that  portion  of  our 
people  whose  interests  are  thus  seriously  and  vitally 
affected.  Your  eommittee  have,  therefore,  faithfully 
endeavored  to  ascertain  the  causes  and  actual  condi- 
tion of  the  obstacles,  whether  temporary  or  permanent, 
which  now»  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  prevent  all 
navigation  upon  one  of  those  rivers;  and,  at  all  seasons 
of  the  year,  impair  the  security  of  navigating  the 
other.  For  this  purpose  they  have  availed  themselves 
of  every  source  of  information  in  their  power ;  and 
have  carefully  examined  the  **  Report  on  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  rivers,"  made  by  General  Bernard  and 
Major  Tbtten  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  which  is  printed 
in  the  third  volume  of  Executive  papers,  transmitted 
by  the  President  during  the  second  session  of  the  Sev- 
enteenth Congress. 

In  relation  to  the  Ohio,  your  committee  have  ascer- 
tained that  there  are,  between  the  falls  and  the  mouth, 
twenty-one  bars  crossing  its  channel,  which  render  it 
impassable  by  steamboats,  during  six  months  of  the 
year ;  and  that  six  of  these  bars,  at  the  lowest  stages, 
preclude  the  passage  of  all  vessels  drawing  three  feet 
of  water.  To  the  bars  last  mentioned,  our  attention 
has  been  particularly  directed ;  believing  it  to  be  the 
better  policy,  to  leave  the  falls,  at  Louisville,  and  the 
majority  of  the  bars«  to  be  comprehended  in  some  more 
extensive  scheme  of  internal  improvement. 

Tbs  six  bars  which,  in  our  opinion,  fall  within  the 
range  of  our  present  policy,  are  indicated  by  the  fol- 
lowing descriptions,  viz : 

Ist.  A  mile  and  a  quarter  below  Flint  Island,  the 
river  is  obstructed  by  a  sand  bar,  of  about  1,200  yards 
in  length;  for  the  distance  of  360  yards  there  are 
three  and  a  half  feet  of  water;  for  240  yards,  but  two 
feet;  and  for  the  remaining  distance  of  600  yards, 
three  and  a  half  feet.  The  shoalest  part  is  also  the 
narrowest,  the  breadth  being  about  180  yards. 

2d.  Two  miles  above  French  Islund,  there  is  a  sand 
bar  of  about  200  yards  in  length,  and  on  which  only 
from  20  inches  to  two  feet  of  water  are  to  be  foumf. 

3d.  The  bar  below  Henderson  is  fifty  yards  long; 
the  channel  fifty  yards  wide ;  and  the  least  depth  of 
water  two  and  a  half  feet. 

4th.  The  bar  below  Straight  Island  consisU  of  two 
parts,  one  of  compact,  and  the  oihpr  of  moving  sand. 
The  length  of  the  bar  is  150  yards ;  the  breadth  of  the 
channel  about  40  yards ;  and  the  least  depth  of  water 
is  two  and  a  half  feet. 

5tb.  Below  Willow  Inland  (in  the  Mississippi  Bend) 
is  a  sand  bank,  on  which  the  depth  of  water  is  two 
and  a  half  feet;  the  length  of  the  bar  is  100  yards; 
and  the  breadth  of  the  channel  about  50  yards. 

6th.  Opposite  to  Lower  Smithland,  and  below  Cum- 
berland Island,  there  is  a  bar  of  moving  sand;  its 
length  is  80  yards,  and  the  depth  over  it,  two  feet. 


In  addition  to  the  impediments  above  described , 
there  is  another  of  a  different  kind,  which  deserves  to 
be  mentioned,  viz  :  On  the  right  side  of  the  river,  (be- 
low the  mouth  of  Deer  creek,)  about  fifteen  yards 
from  the  bank,  there  is  a  rock  fifty  feet  long,  parallel 
with  the  shore,  fifteen  feet  broad,  and  rising  fifteen 
feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  at  its  lowest  stage. 
In  times  of  flood,  this  rock,  covered  by  a  few  feet  of 
water,  is  very  dangerous,  and  can  only  be  avoided  by 
accident  or  by  skilful  pilotage. 

The  most  eligible  means  of  producing  the  uniforn» 
depth  of  three  feet  over  the  bars  above  mentioned,  is 
recommended  in  the  report  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  al* 
ready  referred  to,  viz:  the  construction  of  dykes, 
which,  by  confining  the  current  to  a  particular  chan- 
nel, will  necessarily  swell  the  volume,  and  increase 
the  depth  of  the  water.  These  dyked  are  ordinarily 
formed  by  rows  of  piles,  driven  with  force  into  the  bed 
of  the  stream,  and  strongly  wattled  together;  the 
spaces  between  the  rows  being  filled  with  such  rough 
and  flat  paving  stones  as  the  neighborhood  can  sup- 
ply. The  piles,  being  elevated  a  little  above  low 
water,  the  rises  of  the  river,  whether  partial  or  gen- 
eral, pass  over  them  without  injury.  As  the  dykes 
must  extend,  with  the  exception  of  the  sluice,  quite 
across  the  river,  the  length  of  the  whole,  when  added 
together,  may  be  estimated  at  about  four  miles  and  s 
half.  The  expense  of  this  improvement  will  be  verj 
inconsiderable,  when  compared  with  the  permanent 
benefits  which  must  flow  from  it  to  the  industrious 
and  adventurous  people  who  inhabit  the  shores  of  this 
great  river,  and  its  tributary  streams,  and  have  no 
other  vent  for  the  bulky  productions  of  their  industry. 

The  danger  arising  from  the  rock  below  the  mouth 
of  Deer  Creek,  should,  in  our  opinion,  be  averted,  by 
the  erection  of  a  beacon  upon  it,  of  sufficient  eleva- 
tion to  be  always  visible  above  the  highest  floods. 

Wc  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  difficulties  which 
embarrass  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  These 
arise  from  the  impetuosity  of  its  current,  and  the  al- 
most entire  absence  of  rock  on  its  shores,  from  8t. 
Louis  to  New  Orleans.  Hence,  its  constant  effort  to 
change  its  course ;  ftnd  hence  the  frequent  submer* 
sion  of  whole  acres  of  land,  covered  with  trees  of  the 
most  gigantic  growth.  Of  the  trees  wjiich  are  thus 
precipitated  into  the  -river,  some  are  borne  off  by  the 
stream;  some  lodge  upon  the  shores  in  great  masses, 
where  they  form  what  are  called  *'  rafts  ;"  others  be- 
come fixed,  at  one  end,  in  the  bed  of  the  stream, 
whilst  the  other  end  inclines  towards  the  surface; 
sometimes  appearing  above  it,  sometimes  concealed 
below  it.  When  they  are  so  fixed  as  to  preserve  an 
iromovcaVle  position,  they  are  called  "  planters  ;'*  but 
when  they  play  up  and  down  with  restless  vibration, 
now  yielding  to  the  pressure  of  the  stream,  and  again 
rebounding  from  beneath  it,  they  are  called  '"saw- 
yers." 

These  terrible  obstacles  have  been  the  causes  of 
much  calamity  to  the  people  of  the  West.  To  say 
nothing  of  the  awful  occasion  which  consigned,  in 
the  brief  space  of  five  minutes,  a  large  number  of  hu- 
man beings,  on  board  the  steamboat  Tennessee,  to  a 
watery  grave ;  to  say  nothing  of  a  thousand  similar 
accidents,  differing  only  in  the  degree  of  horror,  the 
annual  loss  of  property  is  variously  estimated  at  from 
five  to  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  amount  which  is 
hazarded  upon  the  river.  But  can  these  difficulties  be 
removed  1  Of  this  we  have  no  doubt.  Between 
Natchez  and  Baton  Rouge,  there  are  now  fewer  rafts, 
planters,  and  sawyers,  than  formerly;  and  between 
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Baton  Roage  and  New  Orleant,  they  are  rarely  to  be 
seen.  Below  Baton  Rouge  the  forest  has  been  suc- 
ceeded by  cultivated  fields,  and  the  disposition  of  the 
river  to  encroach  upon  its  shores,  is  counteracted  by 
artificift!  embankments.  This  description  of  dyke,  we 
are  aware,  will  never  be  attempted  for  commercial 
purposes  alone.  To  a  combination  of  the  future  pro- 
prietors of  the  shores,  for  their  own  security  and  ad- 
Tantage,  we  are  to  look  for  the  consummation  of  this 
desirable  improvement,  by  its  extension  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Missouri.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  entirely 
practicable,  at  the  lowest  stage  of  the  water,  by  the 
aid  of  suitable  machinery,  to  raise  the  treetf  wbich^ 
DOW  obstruct  the  channel,  and  to  saw  them  off  at  a* 
proper  depth.  The  labor  may  be  great,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  remove  the  wreck  of  centuries ;  and  it 
nay  be  necessary,  from  time  to  time,  to  prostrate  all 
simifsr  impediments  which  may  intervene.  But  when 
ihe  fbresta  shall  be  entirely  cleared,  whether  for  the 
purpose  of  cultivation,  for  supplies  of  fuel  to  steam - 
boats,  or  for  the  immense,  and  still  augmenting,  con- 
sumption of  New  Orleans,  these  frightful  and  formi- 
dable enemies  of  Western  enterprise  will  gradually 
disappear,  untii  it  will  be  as  rare  to  see  *'  a  sawyer,  a 
planter,  or  a  raft»"  above  Baton  Rouge*  as  it  is  now 
to  find  one  below  it. 

The  committee  have  had  access  to  no  data  which 
could  enable  them  to  determine,  with  accuracy,  the 
probable  expense  of  the  improvements  above  sug- 
gested. Indeed,  the  very  nature  of  the  proposed  un- 
dertaking forbids  the  application  of  any  ordinary  rule 
of  calculation.  Your  committee  would,  however, 
suggest  the  expediency  of  dividing  those  rivers  into 
precincts,  and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  authorized  to  employ  supervisors  for  each  precinct, 
binding  each  -by  contract  to  perform  the  services 
which  may  be  assigned  to  him  ;  and  that,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  into  efiect  the  improvements  before- 
mentioned,  the  sum  of  <  dollars  be  appropriated, 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  a  revision  of. 
the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports — 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  opened  the  dis- 
eossion  to-day  by  a  motion  to  strike  out  from  the 
first  section  so  much  as  imposes  a  duty  of  one  dol- 
lar and  twelve  cents  per  ewt.  on  iron,  in  bars  or 
bolts,  not  manufactured  by  rolling. 

In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  Fuller  observed 
that  iron  was  an  article  of  far  more  general  im- 

£9rtance  than  cotton  baggin?  or  wheat,  which 
ad  recently  occupied  so  much  attention.  Every 
man  in  the  united  States,  of  whatever  occupation, 
was  mor^  or  less  interested  in  obtaining  the  best 
quality,  and  at  the  lowest  price.  In  every  village 
a  blacksmith  was  an  artisan  indispeusaole  alike 
€o  the  farmer  and  the  mechanic ;  and  in  the  manu- 
iacturing  establishments  of  cotton  and  wool,  a 
large  consumption  of  iron,  in  machinery,  was  an- 
nually necessary.  To  every  farmer  and  mechanic, 
therefore,  said  Mr.  F.,  this  increased  duty  will 
cause  a  corresponding  increase  of  price  for  their 
implements  of  husbandry,  and  of  their  respective 
mechanic  arts.  '  But  of  ail  the  classes  of  the  com- 


munity who  must  feel  the  pressure  of  this  new 
burden,  the  ship-builder  must  suffer  most.     The 
average  tonnage  of  the  United  States,  since  the 
year  1810,  is,  probably,  in  round  numbers,  at  least 
one  million  three  hundred  thousand  tons;  of  which 
at  least,  one-tenth,  by  some  estimates  one-seventh, 
is  the  annual  diminution  by  marine  losses  or  de- 
cay ;  consequentiv,  this  amount  must  be  annually 
replaced  by  the  ship-builders.    Four  tons  of  iron 
in   every  hundred  tons,  one  tenth,  to  take  the 
smallest  amount,  of  shipping  necessary  to  replace 
the  annual  consumption,  amounts  to  live  thousand 
two  hundred  tons  of  iron  annually  employed  in 
ship-building,    upon   which  the  proposed   duty 
amounts  to  $116,500,  which  is  more  than  the 
present  duty  by  $38,833,  a  <¥ery  great  addition  to 
a  burden  already  as  much  as  can  b^  sustained. 
And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  remark  that,  while 
the  burden  of  tne  new  duty  is  co-extensive  with 
the  United  States,  the  benefit  intended  to  result 
from  it  will  be  confined  to  only  one  or  two,  at 
most  to  three,  of  the  States;  far  the  greater  part 
wilt  be  confined  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
alone.    Most  sincerely  do  I  wish,  said  Mr.  F., 
that  the  citizens  of  that  respectable  State  could 
have  all  they  expect,  and  more,  if  it  could  be  ac- 
corded to  them  without  this  immense  sacrifice  by 
the  citizens  of  the  other  States.    It  is  true,  there 
are  iron  manufactories  in  other  States,  but  we 
have  lately  heard,  from  the  honorable  Speaker, 
that  those  in  the  Western  States  need  no  protec- 
tion; and  those  in  the  Northern  States  are  satis- 
fied, as  far  as  I  am  informed,  with  the  present 
duty. 

Permit  me  to  say  that  it  seems  unreasonable  to 
increase  the  duty  from  another  consideration.  In 
1816,  when  the  whole  tariff  underwent  a  complete 
revision,  the  duty  on  iron  was  fixed  at  nine  dol- 
lars a  ton.  In  1818,  the  manufacturers  complained 
that  the  duty  was  too  low  to  enable  them  to  con- 
tend in  the  market  against  foreign  iron,  and  they 
prevailed  upon  Congress  .to  increase  it  to  fifteen 
dollars,  with  which,  it  was  understood,  they  were 
then  satisfied.  Notwithstanding  this  great  con- 
cession, they  have,  for  four  years  past,  been  urg- 
ing the  imposition  of  a  still  higher  duty,  and  seem 
hardly  contented  even  with  that,  now  proposed. 
Should  the  duty  now  required  be  imposed,  the 
numerous  consumers  of  iron  have  not  the  conso- 
lation of  hoping  to  realize  any  reduction  of  price, 
even  after  the  iron  manufacturers  shall  have  been 
in  possession  of  the  "home  market,"  so  odea 
spoKen  of  in  discussing  the  tariff,  for  any  series  of 
years.  In  this  respect,  the  manufacture  of  iron  is 
more  unfavorable  in  its  nature  than  that  of  cotton 
has  proved  to  be.  The  greatest  part  of  the  ex- 
pense is  for  labor;  no  improved  machinery  can  be 
a  substitute  for  labor-;  and,  for  a  century  to  come, 
the  population  of  our  country  cannot  reach  such 
a  state  of  redundancy  as  materially  to  reduce  the 
rate  of  wages.  While,  therefore,  the  price  of 
labor  is  as  high  as  at  present,  the  price  of  iron, 
the  product  almost  of  labor  alone,  cannot  be  ma- 
terially reduced.  In  Russia  and  Sweden,  be- 
sides a  redundant  population,  the  manufacture  of 
iron  is  greatly  promoted  by  the  circumstance  that 
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their  soil  is  commiratively  sterile,  and  incapable 
of  cultivation.  The  peasantry  of  these  nations, 
whom  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  calls  serfs, 
have  no  alternative  but  to  work  in  the  iron  mines 
or  die  of  hunger.    Not  so  in  the  fertile  soil  and 

?[enial  climate  of  Pennsylvania.  There  the  health- 
ill  and  moderate  labors  of  the  husbandman  are 
amply  rewarded ;  and  it  does  violence  to  the  ob- 
yious  dictates  of  policy,  no  less  than  of  humanity, 
to  transform  a  thousand  or  ten  thousand  cultiva- 
tors of  the  soil  into  so  many  miners  and  smelters 
of  iron  ore. 

It  is  alleged  that  a  want  of  capital  cramps  the 
manufacturer);  of  this  country,  and  prevents  them 
from  resisting,  successfully,  the  shock  of  compe- 
tition with  foreigners.  The  correctness  of  this 
may  well  be  dotibted  with  regard  even  to  cotton 
and  wool,  but  certainly  is  unfounded  in  relation 
to  iron;  for  it  is  well  known  that  some  of  the 
proprietors  of  iron  manufactories  in  Pennsylvania 
are  men  of  immense  capital,  and  yet  these  propri- 
etors, instead  of  making  use  of  their  capital  in 
pouring  an  abundance  of  the  article  into  the  mar- 
ket, and  thus  excluding  foreign  iron,  are  among 
the  most  urgent  in  pressing  the  increased  exac- 
tion. There  is  not  even  the  pretext  for  extending 
the  protection  here,  that  iron  receives  any  aid  in 
the  countries  from  which  it  is  brought  by  boun- 
ties or  drawbacks;  it  has  there  no  other  encour- 
agement than  the  cheapness  of  labor :  while  the 
American  manufacturer  must  pay  a  high  price 
for  labor,  but  has  already  the  benefit  of  the  high 
existing  duty,  and  the  expenses  of  freight  for  &ve 
thousand  miles,  together  with  commissions  and 
the  mercantile  profits,  all  which  about  double  the 
invoice  price  ot  foreign  iron  when  it  reaches  our 
market.  If  this  advantage  is  not  sufficient,  it 
afibrds  conclusive  evidence  that  other  objects  of 
industry  in  our  country  are  preferable,  and  con- 
stitute, in  fact,  the  real  obstacle  to  the  manufac- 
ture in  question. 

Should  this  duty  be  imposed,  together  with  that 
upon  foreign  hemp,  the  two  articles  which  con- 
stitute almost  our  only  imports  from  Russia  and 
Sweden,  our  commerce  in  the  Baltic  may  be  con- 
sidered as  nearly  annihilated.  I  know  very  well, 
that  some  of  those  sages  in  political  economy, 
who  have  so  long  sounded  the  alarm  of  the  "  bal- 
ance of  trade"  being  against  us,  and  who  are  per- 
petually exclaiming,  that  we  are  on  the  verse  of 
perdition  in  consequence  of  the  appalling  *'  drain 
of  specie"  from  our  country,  will  hail  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Baltic  trade,  as  a  harbinger  of  return- 
ing prosperity.  Without  stopping  here  to  refute 
those  weak  and  fallacious  theories  about  the  bal- 
ance of  trade^nd  the  drain  of  specie^  I  will  merely 
remark,  that  our  foreign  trade  is  the  only  channel, 
in  which  all  the  specie  now  in  this  country,  or 
which  ever  was  in  it,  could  have  flowed  thither. 
It  will  not  be  pretended,  that  gold  and  silver  are 
native  productions  to  any  extent.  As  to  the  bal- 
ance ox  trade  with  Russia  and  Sweden,  our  eco- 
nomists examine  the  Treasury  report  of  our  com- 
merce, for  the  year  1822,  made  under  the  act  of 
1820,'and  they  find  our  imports  from  Russia  for  that 
year,  amounted  in  round  numbers  to  $3,307,000, 


and  our  exports  to  that  country,  to  only  $508,000) 
leaving  a  balance  against  us  of  $1,799,000 ;  our  im- 
ports from  Sweden  the  same  year  were  $1,]51,000> 
and  our  exports  thither,  only  $260,000,  leaving 
the  balance  of  $891,000  against  us.  Hence,  they 
conclude  that  these  unfavorable  balances^  amount- 
ing to  $2,690,000,  must  have  been  paid  in  specie^ 
and  caused  a  part  of  the  fearful  "  drain"  before 
mentioned.  Fortunately,  however,  the  same  com- 
mercial report  aflfords  the  means  of  dispelling  this 
chimera.  The  export  of  specie  is  there  detailed 
with  the  same  exactness  as  that  of  any  other  ar- 
ticle of  commerce;  and  it  appears,  that  not  a 
single  dollar  was  shipped  to  Russia  and  Swedea 
for  that  year.  How  they  may  account  for  this 
extraordinary  state  of  things  I  know  not,  unless 
by  supposing  that  the  balance  has  been  given  to 
us  without  any  consideration.  Sir,  the  balance 
has  been  fully  paid  for;  the  poverty  of  the 
two  countries  in  question  does  not  even  permit 
them  toffive  any  credit  in  commerce.  It  was 
paid  for  bv  sugar  and  coffee,  and  other  produce  of 
the  West  India  islands,  by  pepper,  and  spices,  and 
silks,  and  other  commodities  from  China  and  the 
East  Indies,  which  were  the  fruit  of  our  circuitous 
trade.  This  trade  furnishes  immense  cargoes,  of 
which  our  custom-houses  can  take  no  cognizance. 
The  original  cargo  indeed  is  shipped  from  this 
country,  and  an  invoice  of  trifling  amount  regis- 
tered with  the  collector.  The  vessel  takes  its  de- 
parture for  the  Indies.  In  the  distant  market,  the 
invoice  is  of  small  consideration,  compared  with 
the  freight  and  other  expenses ;  a  cargo  of  ereat 
value  is  obtained  in  return,  not  suited  so  well  for 
this  country,  where  similar  commodities  are  plen- 
tifully supplied,  but  well  adapted  to  European  con- 
sumption. At  Hamburg,  without  having  returned 
to  America,  an  ample  market  furnishes  exchange 
for  St.  Petersburg,  or  Stockholm,  or  the  cargo  it- 
self is  sold  in  these  latter  cities  at  a  profitable  ad- 
vance ;  and  thus  a  cargo  of  iron  or  hemp  is  pro- 
vided and  brought  to  our  own  ports.  This,  sir,  is 
the  course  of  our  traffic  with  countries  upon  the 
Baltic.  It  brings  us,  in  addition  to  the  particular 
staples  of  those  countries,  a  portion  of  the  specie 
which  we  occasionally  receive,  and,  indeed,  which 
we  never  could  obtain,  but  by  the  profitable  em- 
ployment of  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  our 
citizens,  in  transferring  our  domestic  products,  not 
only  direc)ly  to  foreign  countries,  but  from  one 
country  to  another,  as  often  as  an  advantageous 
exchange  can  be  made,  till  at  last,  the  entire  profit 
returns  to  enrich  ourselves  with  the  yarious  pro- 
ductions of  foreign  climes.  In  these  returns,  specie 
will  always  bear  such  proportion,  as  its  relative 
value  with  other  commodities  shall  make  profitable 
to  the  importer. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  duty  on  iron  and  hemp, 
proposed  by  the  bill  before  us,  will  not  annihilate 
the  trade  of  the  Baltic,  nor  greatly  reduce  it.  That 
it  must  very  greatly  reduce  it,  sir,  I  think  cannot 
be  doubted  by  those,  who  know  the  pressure  of 
the  existing  duties.  Under  the  influence  of  these, 
our  foreign  tonnage  has  experienced  a  constant 
diminution  for  the  last  three  years,  of  which  we 
have  official  reports.    In  1820,  it  was  801,253  tons^ 
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in  1821,  769,084  ;  and  in  1822,  it  was  reduced  to 
747,887.  This  gradual  diminution,  can  be  traced 
to  no  other  cause  than  the  discouragement  of  our 
foreign  commerce,  under  the  pressure  of  a  heavy 
tariff  Should  this  pressure  not  only  continue, 
but  be  increased,  the  decay  of  trade  must  be  pro- 
portionably  rapid ;  our  revenue  must  be  greatly 
reduced,  and  the  navy  itself  must  be  sacrificed. 

These  considerations  are  of  deep  concern  to  every 
section  and  to  every  interest  in  this  rising  coun- 
try. I  trust,  sir,  they  will  be  fully  examined,  and, 
as  an  earnest  of  the  sound  and  enlarged  views  of 
policy,  which  alone  can  insure  our  prosperity,  1 
hope  the  motion  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit, 
will  prerail. 

Mr.  B(j<iBANAN,  of  Pennsylvania,  followed  Mr. 
Fuller.  He  said,  that  the  duty  upon  bar  iron, 
according  to  the  existing  tariff,  was  fifteen  dollars 
per  ton.  This  bill  proposes  to  increase  it  to  ^$22 
50— and  the  question  for  the  Uommittee  to  decide, 
was  the  policy  of  this  measure. 

It  has  been  contended,  said  Mr.  B.,  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Fuller,)  that 
bar  iron  might  be  considered  as  almost  a  raw  ma- 
terial. If  that  gentleman  intended  to  convey  the 
idea,  that  the  manufacture  of  this  article  requires 
but  little  capital,  he  is  entirely  mistaken.  The 
man  who  expects  to  prosecute  it  with  success, 
ought  not  only  to  possess  a  considerable  active 
capital,  but  a  large  body  of  land  covered  with  tim- 
ber. Before  the  ore  is  manufactured  into  bar  iron, 
it  undergoes  two  distinct  processes,  at  different 
factories.  At  the  furnace  it  is  converted  into  pig 
metal,  which,  in  the  forge,  is  manufactured  into 
bar  iron.  These  factories  are  generally  distinct, 
and  each  of  them  requires  a  large  capital.  If, 
therefore,  you  suffer  the  manufactories  of  iron  to 
be  destroyed,  and  the  capital  invested  in  them  to 
be  diverted  into  other  channels,  it  will  be  difficult 
to  restore  them,  when  the  necessities  of  the  coun- 
try may  demand  such  a  measure. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Ful- 
ler) has  alleged  that  the  manufacturers  of  iron, 
in  Pennsylvania,  are  now  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion. It  is  true,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  a  few  of  the 
ironmasters,  who  had  acquired  silfficient  wealth 
to  sarviye  the  general  wreck  in  which  a  large 
proportion  of  that  class  of  our  citizens  has  been 
involved,  have  been  able  to  support  themselves. 
This,  however,  has  been  the  case  only  with  re- 
spect to  those  who  reside  at  some  distance  from 
tne  seacoast,  and  in  a  neighborhood  in  which 
there  is  a  demand  for  all  the  iron  they  can  manu- 
facture. Foreign  iron,  before  it  can  come  into 
competition  with  theirs,  must,  in  addition  to  the 
present  duty,  pay  the  expense  of  transportation 
into  the  country.  Such  individuals,  by  the  ruin 
of  rival  manufacturers,  and  by  the  consequent  de- 
struction of  domestic  competition  within  their 
sphere,  have  become  the  monopolists  of  their 
neighboring  markets.  In  this  manner,,  the  farmer 
is  compelled  to  pay  a  much  greater  price  for  his* 
iron,  than  he  would  be  obliged  to  give,  if  the  pro- 
tecting power  of  the  Government  would  recall 
into  existence  those  rival  manufactories,  which 
have  sunk  under  its  neglect.    What,  Mr.  Chair- 


man, is  the  condition  of  those  manufacturers  re- 
siding in  the  interior,  who  have  no  market  at 
home,  but  must  depend  upon  that  of  the  Atlantic 
cities?  As  it  regards  them,  the  picture  is  re- 
versed. In  addition  to  the  first  cost  of  their  iron^ 
they  are  compelled  to  incur  the  expense  of  trans- 
porting it  to  a  market  where  it  comes  into  com- 
petition with  that  from  Russia  and  Sweden. 
Such  ironmasters,  under  the  present  tariff,  must 
inevitably  be  ruined,  if  they  should  continue  in 
the  business.  They  would  lose  upon  every  ton  of 
iron  which  they  manufacture.  The  consequence 
has  been,  that  most  of  them,  in  this  situation,  have 
been  compelled  to  stop. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  traveller,  if  he  had  gone 
into  th6  interior  and  mountainous  districts  of 
Pennsylvania,  but  a  few  years  ago,  would  have 
found  a  great  number  of  furnaces  and  forges  in 
active  operation.  Their  owners  were  not  only 
prosperous  themselves,  but  they  spread  prosperity 
around  them.  These  manufactories  presented  the 
best  and  surest  market  to  the  neighboring  country, 
for  the  products  of  agriculture.  Thus,  they  dif- 
fused wealth  among  the  people,  money  circulated 
freely,  and  the  manufacturer  ahd  the  farmer  were 
equally  benefited. 

The  present  aspect  of  those  districts  presents  a 
melancholy  contrast  to  that  which  I  have  just  de- 
scribed. It  is  a  just  comment  upon  the  policy  of 
that  country  which  will  not  afiord  a  reasonable 
protection  to  its  own  domestic  industry,  and 
thereby  gives  to  foreigners  a  decided  preference 
in  its  markets.  Although  that  portion  of  Penn- 
sylvania abounds  with  ore,  with  wood,  and  with 
water  power^  yet  its  manufactories  generally  have 
sunk  into  rum,  and  exist  only  as  standing  monu- 
ments of  the  false  policy  of  the  Government.  The 
manufacturers  and  their  laborers  have  both  been 
thrown  out  of  employment,  and  the  neighboring 
farmer  is  without  a  market. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  records  of  your  Govern- 
meiTt  prove,  conclusively,  that  foreign  iron  is 
rapidly  driving  domestic  competition  out  of  the 
market.  In  the  year  1819, 16,241  tons  of  foreign 
hammered  iron  were  imported.  In  the  year  1822,  it 
had  increased  to  26,508  ton^.  What  it  was  dur- 
ing the  last  year,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
with  precision,  but  I  am  informed,  that  it  has  been 
regularly  progressing  in  the  same  proportion. 
Thus,  we  perceive,  that,  in  the  short  space  of 
three  years,  the  increase  nas  b^n  more  than  ten 
thousand  tons. 

Can  any  statesman,  said  Mr.  B.,  regard  this 
process  with  indifference?  Is  it  the  policy  of  this 
nation  to  suffer  the  manufacture  of  iron  to  be  de- 
stroyed ?  Can  any  gentleman  for  a  moment  sanc- 
tion such  an  opinion?  No  nation  can  be  per- 
fectly independent,  which  depends  upon  foreign 
countries  for  its  supply  of  iron.  It  is  an  article 
equally  necessary  in  peace  and  in  war.  Without 
a  plentiful  supply  of  it,  we  cannot  provide  for  the 
common  defence.  Can  We  so  soon  have  forgotten 
the  lesson  which  experience  taught  us,  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain  ?  Our  foreign  supply 
was  then  cut  off,  and  we  could  not  manufacture 
in  suflcient  quantities  for  the  increased  domestic 
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demaDd.  The  price  of  the  article  became  extrav- 
agant, and  both  the  Government  and  the  agricul- 
turist were  compelled  to  pay  double  the  sum  for 
which  they  might  have  purchased  it^  had  its  man- 
ufacture, Wore  that  period,  been  encouraged  by 
proper  protecting  duties.  We  cannot  now  always 
expect  to  remain  at  peace;  and  the  only  means 
of  securing  to  ourselves,  in  time  of  war,  an  abun- 
dant supply  of  this  necessary  article,  at  a  cheap 
rate,  is  to  encourage  its  manufacture,  whilst  we 
are  on  terms  of  friendship  With  all  nations. 

But  after  all,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  do  we  ask 
by  this  bill  for  the  manufacturers  uf  iron  ?  Not 
a  prohibitory  duty,  as  the  gentlemiein  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Fuller)  seems  to  suppose,  which 
will  exclude  foreign  iron  from  our  market.  We 
wish  only  to  infuse  into  our  own  manufactures 
sufficient  vigor  to  enable  them  to  struggle  against 
foreign  competition.  Protection,  not  prohibition, 
is  our  object.  The  revenue  which  the  country  at 
present  derives  from  foreign  iron  will,  for  several 
years  at  least,  be  increased  by  the  proposed  addi- 
tional duty  ;  and  at  the  same  time  a  most  impor- 
tant branch  of  our  domestic  industry  will  be 
g:radually  cherished.  For  the  proof  of  this  asser- 
tion, I  refer  to  the  opinion  advanced  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual  report,  during 
the  last  session,  on  tne  state  of  the  finances.  In  it 
he  distinctly  declares  '^  that  the  duties  upon  gldss 
and  paper,  upon  iron  and  lead,  and  upon  all  arti- 
cles composed  of  the  two  latter  materials,  may  be 
increased,  "  with  a  view  to  the  augmentation  of 
the  revenue."  His  report  during  the  present  ses- 
sion shows  that  hestill  entertains  the  same  opinion. 

Mr.  B.  said,  revenue  was  at  this  time  an  impor- 
tant consideration.  In  the  imposition  of  new  duties, 
we  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  Treasury.  Not- 
withstanding the  siren  notes  which  we  have  heard 
on  this  floor  concerning  the  prosperous  condition 
of  our  revenue,  we  know  that  we  are  in  debt  about 
ninety  millions  of  dollars ;  a  great  part  of  which 
will  become  payable  before  our  &rdinary  resources 
will  enable  us  to  extinguish  it.  Mr.  B.  said  it  was 
his  opinion  that,  should  this  bill  pass,  with  a  very 
few  amendments,  it  would  for  some  years  con- 
siderably increase  the  revenue  of  the  country,  and 
assist  in  enabling  uS  to  discharge  our  national 
debt.  The  proper  occasion,  however,  has  not  yet 
arrived  for  such  a  general  investigation. 

As  it  regards  the  article  of  iron,  we  may  fairly 
infer,  from  the  history  of  its  importation,  that  the 
proposed  addition  to  the  duty  will  increase  the 
revenue.  In  determining  this  question,  we  should 
inquire  whether  the  foreign  importation  is  increas- 
ing under  the  existing  tariff;  and  if  so,  whether 
slowly  or  rapidly.  According  to  this  advance,  wte 
may  proportion  the  additional  duty,  always  keep- 
ing within  reasonable  limits.  We  find  that  in 
three  years  the  increase  has  been  more  than  ten 
thousand  tons.  Under  the  operation  of  this  bjjl, 
the  revenue  will  be  augmented  until  the  quantity 
imported  shall  be  less  by  one-third  than  it  is  at 
present.  No  person  acquainted  with  the  condition 
of  the  iron  manufactories  of  the  country  can  sup- 
pose that  they  will  be  able  to  produce  this  effect 
for  many  years  to  come  under  an  additional  duty 


of  only  $7  50  per  ton.  It  will,  however,  afford 
them  that  gradual  protection  which  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  settled  policy  of  this  nation  :  a  poli- 
cy which,  whilst  it  encourages  domestic  manufac- 
tures, never  loses  sight  of  the  great  interests  of 
agriculture  and  commerce. 

Mr.  B.  said  there  was  no  article  from  the  im- 
portation of  which  a  duty  might  be  more  fairly 
derived  than  iron.  It  would  not  in  any  degree 
be  partial  in  its  operation.  Its  use  was  universal, 
and  all  parts  of  the  Union  would,  therefore,  con- 
tribute their  fair  proportion.  Mr.  B.  concluded 
by  observing  that  there  was  no  item  in  the  bill 
which  had  iairer  claims  to  be  retained  than  the 
article  of  iron. 

Mr.  Mallary  said,  that  no  article  named  in  the 
bill  was  of  more  importance  than  that  of  iron.  It 
would  be  a  fatal  objection  in  his  mind  to  any 
measure,  which  did  not  give  it  additional  encou* 
ragement.  It  was  important  to  every  branch  of 
our  industry.  It  was  essential  to  the  safety  and 
defence  of  the  country.  Mr.  M.  considered  it  im- 
possible to  discuss  the  question  before  the  Com- 
mittee, without  referring  td  the  general  policy  of 
giving  more  decisive  aid  to  manufactures,  than 
has  been  done  by  the  Government.  He  hoped  he 
should  have  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  while 
he  presented  hi»  views  on  the  general  subject,  as 
well  as  on  the  particular  object  of  the  motion. 

All  who  have  spoken,  admit  that  the  proposed 
measure  is  of  the  greatest  magnitude;  that  it  re- 
quired the  most  candid  examination,  as  well  as 
the  exercise  of  the  most  deliberate  judgment.  It 
had  been  demanded  by  millions  of  the  people  of 
this  Union,  as  the  only  means  of  relieving  them 
from  the  distresses  of  the  times,  and  it  was  opposed 
bv  others  as  sure  to  increase  the  embarrassments 
already  existing. 

The  condition  of  agriculture  and  manufactures, 
particularly  in  the  interior  of  the  Northern,  Mid- 
dle, and  Western  States,  had  been  repeatedly  de- 
scribed. The  great  staples  of  affriculture  have  no 
market  which  affords  a  reward  for  the  industry  of 
the  people.  Instead  of  the  prospect  of  improve- 
ment, the  future  seemed  to  promise  nothing  but 
additional  misfbrtune.  The  chadge  from  war  to 
peace  was  attended  with  the  severest  calamities. 
They  were  natural  and  unavoidable.  It  was  ex- 
pected, when  the  business  of  the  country  had  re- 
turned to  its  natural  channel,  the  people  would 
again  enjoy  the  blessings  of  prosperity.  Bat  the 
settled  state  of  the  country  brings  no  relief.  The 
vast  interior  of  the  Union  presents  a  cheerless 
prospect  of  agriculture  discouraged,  manufactures 
ruined,  and  the  energies  of  millions  of  people  re* 
laxed  and  prostrate. 

Sir,  other  nations  have  risen  triuinphant  over 
the  havoc  and  desolation  of  wars.  France  was 
crushed  by  the  combination  of  Europe  against 
her.  Her  resources  seemed  to  be  exhausted  by  the 
exactions  of  her  enemies.  She  has  recovered  from 
her  misfortunes,  and  her  people  appear  to  have 
forgotten  their  long  and  dreadful  sufferings.  Eng- 
land has  also  astonished  the  world  by  an  almost 
instantaneous  release  from  the  burdens  created  by 
her  unparalleled  efforts.    Her  condition  was  never 
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more  prosperous,  she  never  made  a  more  sure  and 
steady  march  towards  the  summit  of  power  and 
gremincss,  than  at  the  present  moment. 

Sir,  why  do  great  and  important  sections  of 
country  affi>rd  no  evidence  of  increasing  wealth 
and  prosperity?  Why  do  the  products  of  agri- 
culture find  such  wretched  markets  ?  Why  does 
the  Talue  of  the  soil  itself  daily  diminish  in  value, 
iu  almost  every  interior  part  of  the  country  ?  The 
labor  of  a  aation  is  said  to  be  the  primary  source 
of  its  wealth.  Can  Government  give  it  a  direc- 
lion  more  beneficial  ?  Will  any  further  promotion 
of  manufactures  improve  our  condition  ? 

It  has,  sir,  been  maintained  by  high  authority, 
that  '*  leffLslation  does  not  create  wealth,  but  sim- 
ply transfers  it  from  hand  to  hand,  and  can  enrich 
one  class  only  by  impoverishing  others."  I  refer 
to  the  Boston  memorial  on  your  table.  We  are 
also  told  by  the  same,  'Uhat  it  would  be  sure- 

*  Jy  surprising,  that  a  system  of  restriction  so  une- 

*  qual  and  so  repugnant  to  all  sound  theory,  should 
'  be  adopted  by  a  tree  and  enlightened  people,  at  a 

*  time  wnen  the  greatest  statesmen  of  Europe,  after 
^  a  long  trial  of  it,  are  openly  acknowledging  its 
^  incorrectness,  and  whole  nations  aufiering  and 
'  lamenting  the  consequences  of  its  adoption." 
The  same  smtimcnts  have  been  repeatedly  ad- 
vanced in  this  debate.  We  have  been  told  that  no 
enlightened  Grovemment  ever  directed  the  indus- 
try of  its  people  to  new  employments.  That  it 
never  gave  aid  but  to  manuiacturing  establish- 
ments already  in  existence. 

How  can  we  determine  the  correctness  s>r  in- 
correctness of  the  difierent  opinions  and  statements 
relating  to  the  subject  before  us?  To  theory?  We 
are  lost  at  once  amidst  the  jargon  of  the  schools 
of  pc^itical  economy.  Is.  it  not  safer  to  trust  our- 
selves to  the  practical  experience  of  enlightened 
nations,  than  to  their  visionary  writers,  whose 
opinions  were  never  regarded  at  home?  Whose 
productions,  as  was  emphatically  observed  by  a 
distinguished  advocate  of  the  policy  for  which  we 
are  now  contending,  "  were  like  the  fabrics  of  their 
country,  made  for -exportation,  and  not  for  home 
consumption."  We  apply  to  individuals  those 
rules  which  are  found  oy  .experience  useful  to 
govern  the  conduct  of  individuals.  We  determine 
their  value  by  the  efiects  thev  produce.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  those  rules  oi  policy  by  which  na- 
tions are  controlled.  Labor,  industry,  and  wealth, 
are  the  same  in  all  countries ;  th^  must  be  ac- 
quired by  the  same  general  means.  A  policy, 
which  one  nation  may  adopt  with  success,  mav  be 
beneficial  to  another.  If  history  was  ever  valua- 
ble, it  is  in  the  investigation  of  th^  important  sub- 
ject now  before  this  Committee.  If  its  measures 
could  ever  be  employed  in  aid  of  legislation,  their 
value  must  be  admitted  on  the  present  occasion. 
In  my  remarks  I  shall  refer  to  those  manufactures 
of  the  greatest  importance  in  a  national  point  of 
view.  Those  of  inferior  character  will  be  found 
to  flourish  where  the  others  have  been  promoted. 

The  States  of  Italy  were  the  first  which  awak- 
ened from  the  slumber  of  the  dark  ages.  While 
they  distributed  the  rich  products  of  the  East 
throughout  Europe,  they  engaged  in  manufactures 


themselves.  They  excelled  in  the  fabrics  of  silk 
and  wool.  For  several  centuries  they  furnished 
the  Northern  nations  with  great  supplies  of  these 
and  other  products  of  their  own  industry.  They 
advanced  rapidly  to  opulence  and  power.  The 
Lombards,  for  a  great  leneth  of  time,  controlled 
the  currency  of  Europe.  They  were  the  bankers 
of  the  civilized  world.  .  Arts,  sciences,  and  civili- 
zation, made  unrivalled  progress. 

Netherlands  contained  the  depot  of  Eastern  and 
Italian  merchandise,  from  which  it  found  its  way 
in.to  all  the  surrounding  countries.  Netherlands, 
stimulated  by  example,  soon  engaged  in  manufac- 
tures, especiallv  of  wool  and  flax;  her  fabrics 
were  also  distributed  amon^  the  neighboring  na- 
tions. For  several  centuries;  she  advanced  before 
any  other  nation  of  the  North  in  wealth,  power, 
and  civilization.  Her  people  controlled  tne  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  England,  France,  and 
the  Baltic  States,  for  a  long  period.  These  coun- 
tries were  tributary  to  her  industry,  skill,  and  en- 
terprise. It  was  against  Italy  and  Netherlands 
that  the  first  restrictive  measures  of  other  nations 
were  first  directed.  Their  wealth  and  prosperity 
had  at  leuffth  aroused  the  attention  of  some  of  the 
principal  Fowers  of  £Jurope. 

Until  about  1600,  France  was  almost  entirely 
dependent  upon  those  two  nations  for  every  valu- 
able manufacture.  She  received  from  Italy  large 
supplies  of  silks  of  various  fabric,  and  woollens 
and  linens  to  an  immense  amount  from  Nether- 
land's.,  She  was  (continually  drained  of  the  pre- 
cious metals.  Her  commerce  and  agriculture 
made  slow  improvement.  The  contrast  between 
France  and  her  nearest  neighbors  at  this  period 
afibrds  a  most  instructive  lesson.  It  illustrates 
the  effect  of  the  grand  political  dogma,  that  the 
interest  of  a  country  will  regulate  itself  to  the  best 
advantage.  Sir,  it  was  reserved  to  Henry  IV.  to 
discover  the  real  poverty  and  weakness  of  his 
countrv.  He  saw  that  it  was  a  mere  dependant 
upon  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  others,  and  he 
was  determined  to  change  the  long  established 
policy  of  his  less  intelligent  predecessors.  He  en- 
couraged the  production  of  raw  silk,  which,  like 
the  cotton  of  the  Southern  Slates,  soon  afforded 
the  most  abundant  supply.  He  procured  manu- 
facturers from  Milan,  established' them  in  France, 
and  gave  them  protection  and  the  most  liberal  re- 
wards. The  result  afforded  demonstration  of  the 
wisdom  of  his  measures.  In  a  few  years  his  peo- 
ple supplied  themselves  with  those  fabrics  of  silk 
which  nad  been  procured  from  abroad  at  the  most 
ruinous  expense.  She  was  imniediately  the  suc- 
cessful rival  of  the  Italians  in  foreign  markets. 
Henry  also  extended  his  protecting  hand  to  the 
manufacture  of  linens  with  equal  success.  A  rapid 
and  beneficial  change  in  the  condition  of  France 
was  every  where  perceived.  Her  agriculture  was 
improved,  her  commerce  was  extended,  and  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  enjoyed  k  state  of  pros- 
perity to  which  they  had  ever  been  strangers.  If 
history  is  entitled  to  the  least  credit ;  if  its  page  is 
not  darkened  with  falsehoods,  France  gained  more 
solid  benefits  during  twenty  years  of  Henry's  reign 
than  she  had  for  ages  before.     He  has  ever  been 


1715 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1715 


H.  OF  R. 


The  TaHff  Bill. 


February,  1824. 


hailed  as  the  Father  of  his  nation;  as  the  most 
enlightened  statesman.  France  ever  produced ;  as 
an  example  of  wisdom  which  has  never  been  ex- 
ceiled  by  any  crowned  head  of  Europe. 

I  shall  now,  sir,  refer  to  another  period  of  the 
history  of  France.  It  is  full  of  instruction  on  this 
point.  I  mean  the  age  of  Louis  XI V.  France  t<till 
continued  to  receive  woollens,  and  many  ether  fab- 
rics, from  abroad.  The  benefits  she  had  received, 
from  the  policy  of  Henry,  pointed  out  a  luminous 
path  to  natioual  prosperity.  The  culture  of  silk 
had  succeeded.  Its  manufacture,  in  all  its  branchy, 
bad  surmounted  every  difficulty.  The  productions 
of  linen  and  many  others  gave  a  Iriumph  to  that 
wisdom  which  brought  them  in  to  existence.  Louts, 
aided  by  the  sagacity  and  intelligence  of  Colbert, 
of  men  whose  counsels  were  the  admiration,  as 
well  as  the  dread  of  Europe,  was  determined  to 
pursue  with  zeal  a  policy  Irom  which  his  nation 
had  already  gained  such  decisive  advantages. 
France  had  no  manufacture  of  woollens  to  any 
amount.  The  manufacture  of  broad  cloths  was 
of  the  first  importance.  Louis  did  not  wait  for 
■his  people  to  begin  an  unaided  experiment.  He 
did  not  wait  until  he  saw  them  struggling  with  a 
competition  which  they  could  not  withstand.  His 
policv  extended  to  every  thing  valuable  to  his  peo- 
ple, for  their  own  use  and  consumption,  or  foreign 
commerce.  He  did  not  believe  that  regulations 
could  ouly  transfer  wealth  from  hand  to  hand, 
enriching  one  class  only  by  impoverishing  others. 
He  may  be  said  to  have  created  the  manufacture 
of  broad  cloths.  He  gave  (iberal  bounties  to  ar- 
tists. He  laid  heavy  duties  on  rival  fabrics,  and, 
finallv,  entire  prohibition.  On  an  occasion  of  na- 
tional sorrow  and  mourning,  the  fashion  of  the 
day  required  the  use  of  certain  articles  produced 
by  England  alone.  He  issued  his  mandate  against 
the  law«  of  fashion,  and  required  that  French 
fabrics  should  be  used  in  preference  to  all  others. 
In  a  short  period  the  French  manufactures  ex- 
cluded those  of  England  and  Netherlands  from 
the  valuable  markets  of  the  Levant. 

The  Dutch  had  the  coasting  trade  of  France  in 
their  hands..  By  a  moderate  bounty  on  French 
vessels  these  foreigners  were  compelled  to  retire, 
and  the  navigation  of  the  country  was  instantly 
sufficient. 

Cotton  goods  were  introduced  from  India.  Their 
use  had  became  expensive.  As  soon  as  the  raw 
material  was  procured,  the  foreign  fabric  was  at 
once  prohibited.  The  manufacture  instantly 
sprang  into  existence.  A  supply  was  readily  cre- 
ated wt  domestic  use,  and  for  exportation.  We 
have  seen  the  same  effect  produced  in  the  United 
States,  from  the  protection  afforded  to  coarser 
cottons. 

France  was,  at  this  time,  advancing  before  every 
nation  of  Europe.  Her  agriculture  was  flourish- 
ing. Her  commerce  was  extended.  Her  manufac- 
tures were  unrivalled.  The  interior  of  the  country 
was  every  day  rising  into  importance.  Cities, 
towns,  and  villages,  were  every  where  improving. 
The  arts  and  sciences  progressed  with  unparal- 
leled rapidity,  and  gave  their  splendid  embellish- 
ments to  the  character  of  the  nation. 


It  is  true,  sir,  that  the  mad  ambition  and  wild 
fanaticsm  of  Louis,  plunged  his  nation  into  the 
greatest  difficulties.  His  bloody  and  extravagant 
wars  would  have  ruined  any  other  nation.  The 
shameful  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes,  it  is 
said,  drove  eight  hundred  thousand  of  his  best  sub- 
jects into  foreign  countries.  Notwithstanding, 
France  adhered  to  her  policy.  She  soon  r^fain- 
ed  that  prosperity  which  had  been  interrupt^  by 
temporary  weakness  i^nd  folly. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  some  further  illustrations  of  the  effects 
of  that  policy,  of  which  I  am  an  humble  advocate. 
English  fabrics,  as  well  as  the  agricultural  pro- 
ductions of  England,  were  excluded  from  France. 
Yet  England  remained  under  the  dominion  of 
French  fashions.  She  continued  to  take  from 
France  a  great  amount  of  merchandise.  The  ef- 
fects were  allowed  to  be  the  most  disastrous.  Her 
writers  inform  us  that  the  distress  and  embarrass- 
ments of  the  people  of  England  were  great  and 
universal.  They  were  felt  by  all  classes  employed 
either  in  agriculture^  commerce,  or  manufactures. 
Coin  disappeared,  and  there  was  a  general  stagna- 
tion of  every  kind  of  business.  We  are  told  tb&t 
a  balance  oi  two  millions  sterling  was  ascertained 
to  exist  against  her  in  favor  of  Francel  The  Eng- 
lish Government  felt  the  wretched  consequences 
of  this  trade.  It  was  prohibited  for  three  years* 
This  prohibition  was  attended  with  the  most  sal- 
utary benefits.  England  instantly  felt  the  revival 
of  all  the  various  branches  of  industry.  The  three 
years'  prohibition  expired.  England  was  suddenjy 
inundated  with  French  manufactures.  We  are 
again  informed  that,  in  a  period  of  three  years, 
the  balance  against  England  was  about  five  mil- 
lions sterling.  We  are.  told  by  the  witnesses  of 
these  events,  that  the  trade  with  France,  if  suf- 
fered to  continue,  would  have  completely  beggared 
England.  England  again  prohibited  that  trade, 
and  again  that  policy  was  triumphant.  France 
continued  to  pursue  the  course  pointed  out  by 
Henry  and  Louis.  In  1781,  Mr.  Neckar  says,  her 
exports  were  three  hundred  millions  of  livres;  her 
imports  two  hundred  and  twenty  millions,  which 
gave  her  a  balance  of  eighty  millions.  He  esti- 
mated the  coin  in  circulation  at  eighty-seven  mil- 
lions of  pounds  sterling. 

I  will  now  make  a  brief  reference  to  the  policy 
of  England.  No  yety  decisive  and  permanent 
protection  had  been  given  to  her  manufactures, 
until  the  time  of  Elizabeth.  That  distinguished 
princess,  celebrated  as  one  of  the  ablest  rulers  that 
ever  sat  upon  a  British  throne,  had  the  saciicity 
te  see,  and  the  firmness  to  maintain,  the  solid  in- 
terests of  her  people.  She  was  not  blind  to  the 
causes  of  the  wealth  and  power  of  Netherlands. 
The  example  was  not  suffered  to  escape  her  no- 
tice. The  artisans  of  that  country  were  decidedly 
superior  to  her  own.  The  English  had,  for  a 
great  length  of  time,  sent  their  woollen  cloths 
abroad  to  be  finished.  This  was  prohibited,  and 
soon  the  English  could  equal,  if  not  surpass  their 
neighbors,  to  whom  they  had  been  inferior.  Eli- 
zabeth prohibited,  from  time  to  time,  all  such 
fabrics  as  her  own  people  could  produce.    The 
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result  was  Id  variable.  British  workmen  never 
failed  to  furnish  a  supply.  That  nation  never 
made  soch  advances  to  opulence  and  power  as 
during  her  reign.  The  agriculture,  the  commerce, 
and  manufactures  of  England,  all  were  indebted 
for  their  prosperitv  to  her  guardian  care.  Eliza- 
beth is  placeu  by  historians,  orators,  and  poets,  at 
the  head  of  British  sovereigns.  Her  reputation 
for  talents  and  wisdom  are  the  constant  pride  of 
Englishmen.  Sir,  by  what  means  did  she  ascend 
to  that  elevated  rank  7  Because  she  gave  wealth 
and  power  to  her  nation.  And  how  was  this  ac-* 
complished  7  It  was  by  making  England  depend- 
ent on  England  alone,  as  far  as  nature  would  al- 
low^.  It  was  by  throwing  off  a  servile  dependence 
on  Italy,  Netherlands,  and  France,  for  taose  sup- 
plies, which  her  own  people  could  produce  within 
themselves. 

The  coasting  trade  of  England,  like  that  of 
France,  was  carried  on,  almost  wholly,  by  Dutch 
vessels,  for  several  centuries.  We  are  told  that 
five  or  six  hundred  Dutch  ships  were  engaged  in 
the  trade  between  Netherlands  and  England,  and 
not  more  than  fifty  English.  The  English  Gov- 
ernment well  knew  that  its  navigation  would  al- 
ways remain  contemptible,  unless  it  was  aided. 
The  Dutch,  having  numberless  vessels  and  ample 
capital,  competition  could  not  be  sustained  against 
them.  Protection  was  afforded,  and  the  English 
instantly  rivaled  their  enterprising  neighbors. 
The  United'  States  imitated  that  example,  and 
our  navigation  has  been  equally  successful. 

After  Elizabeth,  J*rench  politics  and  French 
fashions  rained  ground  in  England.  A  relaxa- 
tion of  the  policy,  so  triumphantly  pursued  by 
that  Princess,  was  allowed  to  take  place.  The 
roinoQs  effects  to  England  have  been  already 
mentioned,  and  also  the  measures  adopted  to  save 
that  nation  from  the  fatal  consequences  of  an 
open  and  unrestrained  trade  yri^i^  Fratnce. 

Sir,  England  ^ve  protection  to  the  manufac-* 
tare  of  silk.  This,  o/  itself,  wefuld  seem,  to  give 
conclusive  evidence  of  the  benefits  produced  by 
attention  to  manufactures.  Of  all  countries,  Eng- 
land must  have  been  the  most  unfavorable  to  this 
branch  of  industry.  Some  have  doubted  whether 
the  efforts  of  Govern meiK  to  maintain  and  pro- 
tect ity  under  the  greatest  discouragements,  were 
compatible  with  its  best  interests.  But  Grovern-' 
meat  persevered.  The  English  advanced  in  skill 
with  a  steady  pace,  and  were  successful.  They 
coidd  meet  the  Italians  with  superior  fabrics  and 
undersell  them  in  thehr  own  maucets.  This  man- 
ufacture is  now  in 'the  most  flourishing  condition. 
It  gives  employment  to  multitudes  of  people,  and 
is  a  source  of  wealth  to  the  nation.  It  has  amply 
repaid  the  price  of  the  fostering  care  and  unshaken 
protection  it  has  received.  •  In  1822,  England  im- 
ported raw  silk  to  the  value  of  nine  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  pounds  sterling.  For  1823,  the 
importation  is  estimated  at  more  than  a  million. 
The  value  of  silk  manufactures  is  supposed  to  be 
above  fifty  millions  of  dollars  for  a  single  year,  a 
hum  nearly  equal  to  all  the  exports  of  agricultural 
products  Irom  the  United  States  lot  the  same 
period  of  time. 


Sir,  the  attention  of  the  Committee  is  asked  to 
a  further  development  of  the  policy  of  England 
towards  other  nations.  It  is  most  clearly  exhib- 
ited in  her  conduct  relating  to  this  country,  when 
her  colonies.  That  conduct  is  so  frankly  and 
hon^tly  expressed  in  the  treatise  of  Mr.  Uee.on 
English  trade  and  manufactures,  that  his  language 
shall  be  used.  He  was  a  distinguished  merchant, 
and  seems  fully  to  understand  the  subject.  As 
evidence  of  the  weight  of  his  opinions,  his  Gov- 
ernment adopted*  several  of  the  measures  which 
he  recommended.  The  work  to  which  I  have 
alluded  was  written  about  1730.  Speaking  of 
the  American  colonies,  he  observes — "Now,  as 
'  people  have  been  filled  with  fears,  that  the  colo- 
'  nies,  if  encouraged  to  raise  the  rou^h  materials, 
'  would  set  up  for  themseUres,  a  little  regulation 
'  would  remove  all  those  jiealousie^out  of  the  way; 

*  for  then  our  merchants  and  manufacturers  would 
'  find  it  their  interest  to  promote  and  assist  them 
^  in  raising  those  materials  which  might  prove  so 
'  much  to  their  and  our  material  benefit."  Again 
he  says,  "  its  encouragement  is  given  for  raising 
'  hemp,  flax,  &c.,  doubtless  they  will  soon  begin 
'  to  manufacture,  if  npt  prevented ;  therefore,  to 
'  stop  the  progress  of  any  such  manufacture,  it  is 
'  proposed  that  no  weaver  there  shall  have  liberty 
'  to  set  lip  any  looms,  without  first  registering,  at 
^  an  office  kept  for  tnat  pDrpose,  his  name  and 

*  place  of  abode,"  dtc.  S  pea  King  of  the  manufac- 
ture of  nails,  he  s&ys :  "  It  is  proposed  they  shall, 

*  for  the  time  to  come,  never  erect  the  manufac- 
'  turing  of  any,  under  the  size  of  a  two  shilling 
'  nail,  horse-shoe  nails  excepted ;  that  all  slitting 
'  mills  and  engines  for  drawing  wire  or  weaving 
'  stockings  be  put  down."  Again :  "That  au 
*"  negroes  shall  be  prohibited  from  weaving  either 

*  linen  or  Wool,  &>c.  This  limitation  will  not 
'  abridge  the  planters  of  any  privilege  they  now 
'  enjoy ;  on  the  centrary,  it  will  turn  their  mdus- 
'  try  to  promoting  and  raising  those  rough  mate- 
'  rials."  Again  he  says — ^^  New  England  and  the 
'  Northern  colonies  have  not  commodities  and 
'  products  enough  to  send  us  in  return  for  pur- 
'  chasing'  their  necessary  clothing,  &c.,  but  are 
'  under  very  great  difficulties,  and  therefore  any 

<  ordinary  sort  sells  well  with  them,  and  when 
'  they  are  ^own  out  of  fashion  with  us,  they  are 
'  new-fashioned  enough  there,  and  therefore  those 

<  places  are  the  great  markets  we  have  to  dispose 

*  of  such  goods."  '  This,  sir,  is  plain,  honest  deal- 
ing- 

As  the  writer  recommended,  the  cdonial  gov- 
ernors were  directed  to  perform  the  duty  of  spies, 
and  report  to  the  Government  the  progress  of  the 
colonists  in  manufactures.  It  was  ascertained 
that  they  exported  hats  to  the  Spanish  main. 
This  was  at  once  prdhibKed.  The  manufacture 
itself,  for  domestic  use,  was  embarrassed  with  the 
most  despotic  regulations.  Every  species  of  man- 
ufacture was  discouraged  by  the  art  or  force  of 
the  mother  country.  This' was  English  policy  in 
1732  ;  it  is  the  same  to-day.  It  will  continue  to 
be  the  same  while  England  exists.  No  efforts 
will  be  wanting  to  preserve  what  she  has  so  long 
struggled  to  acquire.    It  is  true,  sir,  she  cannot 
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control  us  by  her  power,  yet  she  seems  able  to  ac- 
complish her  object  by  other  means.  When  the 
domestic  manufacture  makes  its  appearance  in 
our  markets,  unless  it  be  some  one  woich  has  ad- 
equate protection,  they  a.re  instantly  inundated 
from  abroad,  with  a  similar  kind.  Goods  of  in- 
ferior quality,  out  of  fashion  in  other  countries, 
are  good  enough  for  us.  Auction  sales  augment 
the  evil.  The  domestic  manufacturer,  who  has 
had  the  enterpri«se  to  be^in,  has  the  misfortune  of 
being  sacrificed  by  foreign  competition.  Wheff 
the  prosperity  of  England  is  so  dependent  upon 
her  manufactures,  who  can  be  so  blind,  sir,  as  to 
suppose  she  can  be  regardless  of  the  policy,  of 
other  nations?  Whether  we  shall  continue  to 
submit  from  necessity  or  interest  to  a  system, 
.which,  as  colonies,  w^  were  compelled  to  endure, 
is  now  to  be  decided. 

Sir,  let  me  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Committee 
while  a  brief  notice  is  taken  of  the  policy  of  Ger- 
many and  Russia.  From  the  formation  of  the 
Hanseaiic  league,  about  1240,  to  the  beginning  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  Russia  was  wholly  depen- 
dent on  those  nations  which  had  engaged  in  man-' 
ufactures.  Germany  was  nearly  in  the  same  con-^ 
dition.  They  exchanged  their  raw  materials, 
naval  stores,  and  other  rude  productioijis,  for  the 
Taluable  fabrics  of  Italy,  Netherlands,  and,  for  a 
time,  of  England.  Peter  the  Great,  of  Russia, 
was  sensible  that  his  people  had  made  no  progress 
in  the  arts  of  civilized  life.  His  country  was.[>oor, 
dependent,  and  barbarous.  He  was  determined 
to  learn  the  cause  why  others  were  improving  in 
wealth  and  power,  while  his  was  stationary.  He 
descended  from  the  throne  of  the  Czars,  and  trav- 
elled through  those  countries  most  distinguished 
for  their  prosperity.  He  observed,  with  the  eye  of 
an  intelligent  ruler  and  profound  statesman,  the 
causes  of  that  prosperity.  He  returned  to  his  do- 
minions and  Jaid  the  deep  foundations  pf  their 
greatness.  He  introduced  manufactures.  He 
turned  the  attention  of  his  people  to  new  employ- 
ments. He  promoted  the  internal  commerce  of 
his  country.  He  encouraged  the  arts  pf  civilized 
life.  He  endeavored  to  make  Russia  dependent 
on  Russia  alone.  He  lived  to  see  the  success  of 
his  exertions,  and  bis  country  introduced  into  the 
family  of  civilized  nations. 

His  system  of  policy  has  been  pursued,  with 
little  deviation,  until  the  late  pacification  of  Eu- 
rope. The  restrictions  upon  commerce  had  become 
odious.  They  were  associated  with  the  memory 
of  their  grand  enemy,  Napoleon.  The  allied 
monarchs  agreed  to  open  the  door  which  had  beea 
shut  against  free  comnDferce.  This  gave  a  mo- 
meptary  triumph  to  the  doctrines  of  modern  polit- 
ical economists.  It  was  a  still  greater  one  to'those 
nations  which  wanted  a  market  for  their  manu- 
factures. The  Emperor  of  Russia  adopted  the 
tariff  of  1820  to  fulfil  his  engagements.  He  allowed 
Russia  to  become  a  market  for  the  merchandise  of 
his  neighbors.  The  effects  he  describes  in  his 
manifesto  of  March,  1823,  to  which  I  will  refer. 
He  says,  "  the  necessity  of  giving  to  commercial 
'  relations  a  more  free  scope  bat)  been  felt  at  Vien- 
'  na  in  1815,  &c.    It  was,  therefore,  from  a  cir- 


'  culation  exempt  from  restraint,  and  the  facility 
'  afiforded  by  reciprocal  exchanges,  that  almost  all 
'  Governments,  at  first,  resolved  to  seek  the  means 
'  of  repairing  the  evil  which'  Europe  had  been 
'  doomed  to  suffer.  But  experience,  and  more  cor- 
^  rect  calculations,  because  they  were  made  from 
'  certain  data,  &c.,'  forced  them  soon  to  adhere  to 
'  the  prohibiting  sytem.  England  preserved  hers. 
'  Austria  remained  faithful  to  the  rule  she  had 

*  laid  down  to  guard  herself  against  the.  rivalry  of 

*  foreign  industry.  France,  with  the  same  views, 
'  adopted  the  most  rigorous  measures  of  precau- 
'  tion.    And  Prussia  published  a  new  tariff  in 

<  October  last,  which  proves  that  she  found  it  im- 
'  possible  not  to  follow  the  example  of  the  rest  of 
Europe."  He  further  tells  us  what  evils  Russia 
experienced.    "Agriculture  without  a  market,  in- 

<  dustry  without  protection,  languish  and  decline. 
'  Specie  is  exported,  and  the  most*  solid  commer- 
^  cial  houses  are  shaken.  The  public  prosperity 
'  would  soon  feel  the  wound  innicted  on  private 
'  fortunes,,  if  new  regulations  did  not  Promptly 

<  change  the  actual  state  of  affairs."  The  tariff 
of  ]  823  was  adopted,  bv  which  ample  and  decisive 
protection  is  given  to  tne  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures of  his  dominioqs.  Such  is  the  lesson  taught 
by  experience,  the  ablest  of  all  instructors.  It  is 
a  complete  refutation  of  the  assertion  confidently 
made,  and  widely  circulated,  that  the  greatest 
statesmen  of  Europe,  after  a  long  trial,  are  openly 
acknowledging  the  incorrectness  of  restrictive 
systems. 

The  policy  of  Germany  has  been  described  by 
that  of  Russia.  It  is  distinguished  by  the  same 
causes,  and  ,has  produced  the  same  effects. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  inquire,  what  would  have 
been  .the  condition,  of  France^  had  she  continued 
dependent  on  Italy  for  silks,  and  on  the  Nether- 
lands for  woollens  and  linens  ?  Suppose  England 
had  never  checked  her  trade  with  France,  and 
left  the  industry  of  her  people  to  regulate  itself, 
would  she  have  been  the  gainer  ?  Suppose  Rus- 
sia and. Germanv  had  reipained  dependent  on  Italy, 
France  and  Holland,  what  would  have  been  their 
condition  at  the  present  day  ? 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  the  United  States  are 
agricultural,  and  that  the  friends  of  the  bill  are 
aiming  a  fatal  shaft  at  that  great  and  primary  in- 
terest. To  meet  this  accusation « so  often  made, 
and  80  vehemently  urged,  I  shall  refer  again  to 
the  experience  of  other  nations.  When  was  the 
agriculture  of  Italy  the  most  flourishing"?  It  was 
when  her  manufactures  were  the  most  prosperous. 
When  was  the  agriculture  of  N^theriands  in  the 
best  condition  ?  It  was  when  her  manufactures 
approached  the  nearest  to  perfection.  Compare 
the  affricultuce  of  these  countries,  in  the  thirteenth 
and  fourteenth  centuries,  with  that  of  England, 
France,  and  Germany.  Compare  the  agriculture 
of  France,  under  Louis  XIV,  with  its  state  be- 
fore Henry  IV.  Compare  the  ccmdition  of  agri- 
culture, in  England,  at  the  death  of  Elizabeth^ 
with  its  appearances  previous  to  her  reign.  Also, 
compare  the  agriculture  of  England  and  France 
with  that  of  Spain,  for  a  century  past.  The  con- 
clusion is  irresistible,  that  agriculture  never  made 
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but  little  progress  when  manofactures  were  ne- 

S'ected.  The  evidence  is  beyond  contradiction^ 
ai  agriculture  was  always  prosperous  when 
manafactures  were  decidedly  protected.  With 
them  are  ever  associated  industry,  wealth,  and 
power,  the  arts,  sciences,  and  civilization. 

With  manutactures,  is  connected  another  sub- 
ject of  incalculable  importance — Chat  of  internal 
commerce.  Independent  of  its  security  when  the 
world  is  agitated  by  wars  and  revoiutioDs,  it  cdn- 
tribotes,  more  than  foreign  trade,  to  the  improve- 
ment of  a  nation.  Foreien  merchandise  first  ar- 
rives at  some  commercial  mart,  on  the  seaboard. 
It  is  sent  directly  through  the  great  channels  of 
communication  to  the  interior.  Domestic  oonir 
meree  is  not  only  carried  on  through  the  same 
channels,  but  in  every  lateral  direction.  It  is  this 
kind  of  commerce  which  brings  every  portion  of 
an  extended  country  together,  it  gives  uniformity 
to  feelings,  habits,  and  'manners.  It  promotes 
harmony  among  the  people,  for  it  blends  together 
all  their  different  interests,  and  gives  solidity  to 
their  natiimal  character.  This  commerce  will  be 
increased  in  proportion  to  domestic  supplies.  The 
iron,  the  salt,  the  cotton,  the  hemp,  and. all  the 
various  productions  of  the  country,  will  be  dis- 
tributed and  exchanged.  This  is  also  illustrated 
by  the  increasing  intercourse  between  the  North 
and  South,  since  manufactures  have  been  estab- 
lished. The  distant  part  of  the  country  from 
which  1  come,  the  town  in  which  I  reside,  have 
already  exchanged  prodnctioas  with  South  &ar-> 
olina  and  Georgia. 

In  a  political  point  of  view,  domestic  commerce 
is  also  important.  It  will  be  exclusively  conduct- 
ed by  Americans.  Foreign  commerce  is  generally 
accompanied  by  a  host  of  strangers^  who  seldom 
fail  to  bring,  with  their  merchandise,  a  decided 
hostility  to  our  institutions. 

I  shall  proceed,  sir,  to  answer  some  of  the  ob- 
jections which  are  made  against  the  proposed 
measure.  We  are  told  that  it  will  discouraf^e  for- 
eign commerce;  our  navigation  will  h€  injured; 
our  seamen  will  be  driven  from  their  element,  and 
that  great  arm  of  our  national  defence,  the  Navy, 
will  be  annihilated.  Sir,  on  what  does  our  Navy 
depend  ?  As  was  well  said  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  MARTn«iiALE,)'give 
the  nation  the  means,  and  a  Navy  ci^  be  created. 
On  what  does  it  depend  for  its  seamen  ?  Partly 
on  the  fisheries.  These  will  not  be  injured  by  the 
proposed  policy.  They  wiU  be  procboted,  by  en- 
abling the  people  of  the*interior  to  furnish  sup- 
plies, such  as  hemp  frhm  the  West,  and  iron  from 
the  North,  in  exchange  for  the  products  of  the 
fisheries.  Now  they  can  purchase  silks  from  Can- 
ton as  easily  as  fish  from  Newfoundland.  The 
market  abroad  will  not  be  injured.  The  coasting 
trade  also  furnishes  its  share  of  seamen.  The 
more  extensive  this  trade,  the  greater  would  be 
the  number  of  seamen  it  could  fujrnish.  Nothing 
would  give  greater  activity  to  this  branch  of  em- 
ployment than  the  encourag^ement  of  manufac- 
tures, which  would  be  distributed  through  every 
part  of  the  Union,  along  the  seaboard.  But  it  is 
said  that  the  decrease  of^foreign  commerce  would 


diminish  (heir  numbers.-  We  might  send  fewer 
ships  to  Russia  and  Sweden — perhaps  to  France 
and  England.  This  is  not  to  he  dreaded.  The 
interior  .trade  will  be  doubly  augmented.  Our 
rivers  and  lakes  afford  unequalled  facilities  for  in- 
ternal trade  and  naviffatioo.  They  will  not  re- 
main lon^f  unimproved,  if  the  Government  will 
but  lend  Its  aid  to  the  industry  and  enterprise  of 
the  people.  It  is  but  a  few  years  since  England 
improved  her  inland  navigation.  Her  advantages 
must  sink  into  insignificance  compared  with  what 
nature  has  bestowed  on  the  United  States.  Yet 
we  are  informed,  by  her  ablest  writers,  that  the 
interior  commerce  and  navigation  of  England  al- 
ready rival  the  eictei^  in  the  production  of  seamen 
for  the  royal  fuwy.  arid  merdumt  veseels.  S ir,  i f  such 
are  the  effects  of  inland  navigation  in  that  coun- 
try,^ what  may  not  be  expected  in  this  ?  By  pur- 
suing a  policy  which  would  gire  life  and  activity 
to  our  interior  commerce,  we  should  soon  see  our 
rivers,  and  canals,  and  inland  seas  alive  with  our 
navigation.  Our  seamen  would*  find  full  employ* 
ment.  In  time  of  war  we  should  not  be  required 
to  send  our  seamen  from  4he  seaboard  to  maintain 
the  honor  of  our  flag  on  thelakes.  They  would 
there  be  found  ready  to  defend  our  frontiers  and 
their  own  homes.  > 

Again,  sir,  we  are  told  that  the  mercantile  in- 
terest will  be  ruined  by  giving  the  proposed  aid  to 
manufactures.  The  emplojrment  of  the  merchant 
is  in  the  exchange  and  distribution  of  the  products 
of  labor  throughout  the  community.  It  is  strange, 
indeed,  that  he  should  be  injured  by  increasing  the 
wealth  and  prosperity^  of  the  nation  ;'  that  his  in- 
terests flourish  only  in  the  poverty,  misery,  and 
embarrassments  of  the  people.  There  must  be  a 
supply  for  the  wants  pf^  a  coimtry.  It  is  no  mora 
a  change  of  employment  or  of  capital  to  purchase 
iron  from  the  forges  of  Vermont  or  Pennsylvania, 
than  there  is  in  opening  a  new  trade  with  other 
nations,  or  re-shipping  merchandise  to  other  mar- 
kets, which  our  own  do  not  require.  In  time  of 
war,  or  hostile  policy  of  other  countries,  no  busi- 
ness is  mdre  hazardous  than  foreign  trade — ^none 
safer  than  the  domestic. 

We  are  charged  with  pursuing  a  policy  which 
will  be  ruinous  to  the  noble  art  of  ship  building. 
There  is  no  ground,  sir,  for  this  accusation.  Ship 
building  has  ever  neen  favored  and  protected  by 
the  people.  The  agricultural  part  of  the  nation 
has  always  been  firm  and  fatthful  to  its  interest. 
I  cannot  concar  with  the  honorable  member  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Cambrei^no)  when  be  stated, 
the  other  day,  that  the  only  encouragement  given 
to  American  navigation,  was  a  higher  duty  im- 
posed on  inerchandise  imported  in  foreign  vessels, 
than  on  merchandise  imported  in  our  own.  It 
seems  to  me.  sir,  that  he  has  entirely  mistaken  the 
character  of  our  navigation  laws.  Was  the  dis- 
criminating duty  on  foreign  tonnage  nothing? 
Was  the  duty  of  fifty  cents  per  ton  on  foreign  ves- 
sels, payable  at  every  entry,  while  but  six  cents 
per  ton  was  required  but  once  a  year  on  our  own, 
nothing  ?  [Mr.  Cambrelbno  requested  to  make 
a  remark.  He  still  considered  the  discriminating 
duty  laid  on  merchandise  imported  in  foreign  ves- 
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sels,  to  be  the  only  substantial  protection  given  to 
our  shipping.  The  duty  upon  foreign  vessels  en- 
gaged in  our  coasting  trade,  he  considered  so  insiff- 
nificant  as  not  to  be  worthy  of  obseri^ation.] 

Mr.  M.  said  he  was  very  sorry  if  he  had  called 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  an  insignificant 
subject.  Having  bestowed  some  attention  to  the 
history  of  our  navigation  laws,  be  would  present 
a  few  observations,  and-  leave  the  Committee  to 
judge  between  the  honorable  gentleman  and  him- 
self. In  1793,  the  shipping  of  the  United  States 
was  not  sufficient  for  our  trade.  By  some  it  was 
estimated  that  we  had  not  one-fourth  of  the  ton- 
nage required.  I  now  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  act  of  1789.  It  provides  that, 
on  ships  and  vessels  entered  iii  the  United  States, 
if  wholly  owned  by  American  citizens,  a  duty 
shall  be  paid  of  six  cents  per  ton.  On  ships  and 
vessels,  wholly 'owned  by  foreigners,  fifty  cents 
per  ton.  On  American  vessels  engaged  in  tbe 
coasting  trade,  six  cents  per  ton,  payable  once  a 
year.  On  foreign  vessels,  carrying  Americaii 
produce  from  one  of  our  ports  to  another,  fifty 
cents  a  ton^^  payable  at  each  entry.  By  the  act  of 
1790,  foreign  vessels  engaged  in  our  coasting 
trade,  were  subject  to  a  duty  of  fifty  cents  a  ton 
on  each  entry  whether  they  transpprted  foreign 
or  domestic  goods  and  merchandise.  Here,  sir, 
is  that  insignificant  protection  to  our  naviga- 
tion which  was  so  far  beneath  the  notice  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.  The  first  Congress 
.was  composed  of  the  ablest  statesmen  of  the 
Union.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  will  take  the 
trouble  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  that  body, 
he  will  find  that  the  law  referred  to  was  adopted 
for  the  express  purpose  of  creating  and  protecting 
American  navigation,  most  especially  that  part 
employed  in  the  coasting  trade.  It  was  consid- 
ered an  all  important  measure  by  which  that 
great  object  could  be  accomplished.  While  sup- 
ported by  such  facts,  and  by  the  authority  of  such 
men,  I  have  but  little  to  fear  from  a  decision  of 
this  Committee.  I  shall  leave  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York  the  distinguished  .sat- 
isfaction of  being  the  first  to  discover  the  insig- 
nificance of  that  policy  which  Mr.  Madison  aild 
his  associates^  tne  most  enlightened  statesmen  of 
the  age,  considered  of  the  most  vital  importance 
to  the  country.  Sir,  let  me  repeat  that  our  nirvi- 
gation  has  always  been  cherished  by  every  Amer- 
ican. It  is  the  favorite  of  the  nation.  It  will  not 
be  surrendered.  If  the  present  measure  should  be 
adopted,  and  prove  injurious  in  its  operation,  an 
instant  remedy  will  be  applied.  It  will  be  pro- 
tected. The  power  of  the  nation  will  come  to  its 
aid  on  the  least  appearance  of  danger. 

Those  opposed  to  the  bill,  Mr.  Chairman,  ex- 
press the  most  fearful  apprehensions  that  foreign 
nations  would  exclude  our  productions  from  their 
markets,  if  we  should  diminish  the  importation  of 
theirs.  What  more  can  they  do?  What  does 
the  agriculture  of  the  Middle  and  Northern  States 
now  lurnish,  and  where  is  it  sent?  Permit  me  to 
refer  to  the  official  aatements  of  our  commercial 
afiairs.  Let  us  have  a  practical  commentary  on 
that  noUe  system  of  unrestricted  trade,  which  it 


is  said  we  are  about  to  annihilate.  Let  us  see 
how  generous  and  liberal  those  nations  are  which 
may  be  affected  by  the  measure  under  considera- 
tion. In  1822,  we  exported  beef,  tallow,  hides, 
and  horned  cattle  to  the  value  of  -  $840,000 
We  sent  across  the  Atlantic,  of  this 

amount 142,000 

Butter  and  cheese  were  exported  to  the 

value  of- 220,000 

Sent  across  the  Atlantic     ...  6,000 

Pork,  hams,,  bacon,  and  lard,  exported  1,357,000 
Sent  across  the  Atlantic    -        -        .        40,000 

Flour  exported 6,100,000 

Sent  across  the  Atlantic     ...       473,000 

Of  this,  we  sent  9127,000  to  Madeira,  and 
$145,000  to  Gibraltar,  probably  for  the  use  ot 
Spain. 

Tallow  candles  and  soap  ...  $788,000 
Sent  across  the  Atlantic,  less  than      -        ^,000 

Even  the  fisheries,  for  whose  prosperity  so  much 
solicitude  is  constantly  expressed,  cannot  boast  of 
a  very  distinguished  transatlantic  favor.  For  the 
year  1822,  the  value  of  dried  and  smoked  fish  ex- 
ported was  $666,000.  Of  this,  Europe  received 
less  than  37,006.  Yet  the  farmers  of  tnree-fourths 
of  the  Union  are  told,  by  those  engaged  in  foreign 
commerce,  to  be  careful — to  be  prudent,  or  they 
will  meet  with  a  dreadful  retaliation  1  This  is 
a.  proud  state  of  independence.  When  foreign 
nations  have  done  their  utmost,  we  must  still  pros- 
trate ourselves  before  them,  and  beg  no  further  ex- 
ercise of  their  power.  Each  European  nation 
consults  its  own  interests,  regardless  of  other  con- 
setjuences.  The  United  States  are  fearful  of  pur- 
suing their  interests,  lest  they  should  incur  the 
displeasure  of  others. 

.  The  West  Indies  and  South  America  afford  the 
only  markets  for  the  productions  which  have 
been  mentioned.    Out  of  this  trade,  we  must  sup- 

a  ourselves  with  the  commodities > which  they 
>rd,  and  the  remainder  is  converted  into  funds 
to  meet  the  balance  against  us  in  other  countries ; 
to  give  employment  to  foreigners;  to  give  activity 
to  industry  abroad,  while  burs  is  neglected.  En- 
glish West  Indies  now  stand-on  the  orink  of  ruin. 
Spain  dare  not  interfere  with  the  trade  of  Cuba. 
South  America  controls  her  own  markets. . 

Another^  very  serious  objection  is  raised,  to 
which  I  will  call  the  attention  of  th.e  Committee. 
We  are  told  that  England  will  exclude  the  cot- 
ton  of  the  Southern  States.  I  admit  gentlemen 
from  that  section  of  country  well  understand  and 
ably  maintain  its  interests.  With  the  greatest 
deference  and  respect  to  their  opinions,  allow  me, 
shr,  to  offer  some  observations  for  the  consid- 
eratiqn  of  the  Committee.  What  has  ever  been 
the  policy  of  England,  in  relation  to  raw  mate- 
rials, which  she  could  npt  produce,  and  which 
her  principal  manufactures  required  ?  On  these 
she  never  imposed  any  discouraging  burdens,  unless 
to  aid  her  own  agriculture.  She  never  excluded 
the  raw  silk  of  Italy,  let  the  balance  of  trad^  be 
ever  so  great  against  her ;  she  never  excluded  the 
iron  and  hemp  of  Russia,  whatever  might  be  the 
condition  of  trade  with  that  country.  Her  manu- 
factures demanded  these  materials,  and  they  were 
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always  receired.  Allow  me,  sir,  to  state  the  con- 
diiioD  of  the  cotton  m^ufactures  of  Enffland. 
I  assert,  upon  the  authority  of  the  most  authentic 
expose  of  English  afiairs  for  1823,  that  the  manu- 
facture of  cotton  alone  is  equal  in  value  to  all  the 
other  manufactures  of  that  kingdom. 

She  exported,  in  cotton  goods,  in  1820,  the  value 
of  £16,000,000  sterling;  in  1821,  to  the  amount 
of  X20,500,000 ;  in  1822,  to  the  amount  of  £21,- 
600,000 ;  in  1823,  at  the  time  of  the  publication 
of  that  expose,  the  manufacture  was  still  rapidly 
advancing.  To  this  amount  mOst  be  added  the 
quantity  required  for  home  consumption.  It  is 
supposed  that  the  whole  value  will  exceed  $160,- 
000,000.  We  do  toot  receive^a  twentieth  of  what 
is  manufactured  in  that  country.  The  entire  loss 
of  this  part  of  our  trade  would  be  scarcely  felt  by 
England ;  yet,  it  is  confidently  said,  she  would 
rejec t  ou r  cotton.  She  Wou Id  encou rage  its  grotv th 
in  the  West  Indies,  in  E^ypt,  and  Brazil. 

I  present  to  the  Committee  a  brief  statement  of 
cotton  imported  into  England  for  several  periods, 
and  the  countries  from  which  it  was  received: 

'  Bales  of  American,      BraiH.     .  All  other. 

In  1802  107,000  74,000  99,000 

1803  106,000  76,000  56,000 

1814  .      48,000  150,000  -       88,000 

1815  103,000  91,000  75,000 

1816  166,000  123,006  80,000 

1821  283,000 

1822  375,000 

1823  448,000  119,000  67,000 

I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  a  s^tatement  of 
the  quantity  of  Brazils  and  other  cottons  for  1821 
and  1822.  The  greatest  quantity  of  Brazils  was 
in  1814,  when  ours  was  excluded  in  part  by.  the 
war.  Since  that  time  the  cotton  of  that  country 
has  declined.  In  ail  others,  except  American,  there 
has  been  but  little  alteration.  Ours  has  rapidly 
augmented.  We  receive  not  more  than  one  twen- 
tieth of  the  cotton  fabrics  produced  in  England, 
while  she  receives  from  us  nearly  two-thirds  of 
the  raw  material.  The  ouiture  of  cbttop  is  not 
increasing  to  any  dangerous  extent  in  Brazil  or 
Egypt,  or  in  the  English  colonies.  Is  England 
so  regardless  of  her  interests  as  to  close  her  ports 
against  us  and  depend  upon  other  countries,  which 
it  is  certain  cannot  afford,  a  supply?  Theyery 
idea  would  shake  the  British  empire  to  its  centre. 
It  is  true,  sir,  that  England  will  receive  this  great 
staple  only  while  her  interests  will  be  promoted. 
The  comfMtrati  veiy  trifling  amount  of  cotton  goods 
we  receive  is  a  matter  of  secondary  importance  to 
her.  But,  whiether  we  take  her  manufactures  or 
not,  whenever  she  can  procure  cotton  on  better 
terms  from  any  other  country,  ours  will  be  at 
oBce  rejected.  Her  friendship  or  compassion  is 
but  Little  concerned  in  her  policy  or  interest. 

If,  sir,  there  is  any  danger  that  England  may 
exclude  it,  is  the  domestic  market  to  be  disre- 
garded ?  If  it  must  share  the  fate  of  the  beef, 
pork,  and  flour,  of  other  countries,  ought  we  not 
to  be  prepared  for  the  event  t  About  two-thirds 
as  much  ii  annually  consumed  in  the  United  States 
as  waa  exported  in  each  of  the  years  1815, 1816, 


and  1817.  We  have  advanced  faster  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  this  article  than  the  Southern  States 
did  in  the  production.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
is  deserving  of  consideration. 

Here,  isir,  permit  me  to  observe,  that  the  honor* 
able  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Cambrb- 
leKg)  was  mistaken,  when  he  spoke  of  the  dis- 
couragement of  the  cotton  manufacture  in  Eng- 
land ;  that  we  had  eiven  it  a  greater  protection 
already.  India  first  furnished  Europe  with  cotton 
fabrics.  When  the  raw  material  could  be  pro- 
cured, the  manufacture  was  introduced  into  En^^* 
land.  In  1699,  the  whi^te  cotton  goods  of  India 
were  prohibited  entirely.  In  1721,  the  printed 
cottons  were  also  excluaed.  I  misunderstand  the 
effect  of  prohibition,  if  we  have  given  equal  pro- 
tection. '  France  did  the  same  as  early  as  1687. 
It  is  long  since  that  Ekigland  and  France  have 
surpassed  the  Eastern  fabric.  This  country  baa 
made  more  rapid  progress  in  this  kind  of  manu- 
factare  than  either,  as  far  as  it  has  received  pro- 
tection. In  turn,  we  may  become  the  successful 
competitors  of  those  nations  in  the  markets  which 
they  -command  by  their  present  industry  and  skill. 

The  inquiry  is  often  made,  why  do  manufac- 
"^tures  .produce  these  great  restdts  in  a  country 
which  gives  them  encpuragement?  They  give 
an  enlarged  field  for  the  exercise  of  the  moral  and 
physical  energies  of  a  people.  They  furnish  em- 
ployment adapted  to  their  various  inclinations, 
tastes,  and  talents.  They  are  associated  :with  all 
the  useful  arts  and  sciences.  They  afford,  also, 
the  immense  ad  vantages  of  machinery.  We  have 
been  told  that  the  machinery  employed  in  Great 
Britain  performs  the  labor  of  two  nundred  mil- 
lions of  people.  On  the  other  hand  agriculture  is 
chieflv  conaucted  by  manual  industry.  The  labor 
of  a  tnousand  of  our  citizens  on  their  farms  would 
perhaps  bo  of  much  less  value  than  the  product  of 
a  single  machine  in  France  or  England. 

Sir,  .manufactures  give  a  steady  and  solid  value 
to  the  landed  property  of  a  country.  While  we  are 
dependent  upon  foreign  niarkets,  foreigft  nations 
may  affect,  if  not  determine,  the  value  of  every 
acre  of  land  in. the  Union.  A  domestic  market 
will  always  be  safe  and>  permanent.  The  price  of 
our  lands,  except  in  the  immediate  vicmity  of 
populous  towns  or  navigable  waters,  is  literally  re- 
duced to  nothing.  The  ordinary  produce  of  agri- 
culture is  heavy  and  bulky,  in  proportion  to  its 
value.  Its  Qpst  of  transportation  to  market,  leaves 
no  balance  to  the  producer.  By  establishing  man- 
ufactories of  hemp,  iron,'  wooli^and  cotton,  in  all 
their  various  branches,  you  give  a  demand  for  ad- 
ditional productions.  The  labor  of  the  nation  is 
divided.  Climate  and  soil  are  consulted.  Em* 
ployment  has  a  greater  selection  of  objects.  The 
raw  materials  are  changed,  by  art  and  labor,  into 
forms  required  for  use.  A  sopply  would  be  fur- 
nisbed  for  the  surrounding  country,  and  the  rest 
woiild  be  sent',  with  trifling  expense,  to  some  com- 
mon market,  and  exchanged  for  the  productions 
of  other  sections  of  country.  Iron  would  be  given 
for  salt,  cloths  for  cotton,  hemp  for  fish,  all  that 
was  surplus  in  one  part,  for  what  was  to  spare  in 
another.    Manufactures  would,  therefore,  equal- 
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ize  the  value  of  property  throaghout  the  country, 
and  be  advantageous  to  every  portion  of  it. 

Sir,  the  interior  of  the  country  has  long  suffered 
from  a  deficient  circulating  medium.  Property 
is  not  represented  by  a  steady  currency.  Our  ffood 
citizens  desire  the  ordinary  comforts  of  civilized 
life.  They  resort  to  credit  to  procure  them,  and  de- 
pend upon  the  fruits  of  their  industry  for  payment. 
A  constantly  declining  market  brings  continued 
disappointment.  What  litile  money  may  have 
found  its  way  into  the  country,  is  instantly  taken 
out  of  circulation,  and  returned  to  the  commercial 
cities.  By  increasing  manufactures,  we  shall  pur- 
chase less  from  abroad,  and  Augment  the  means  of 
payment  at  home. 

To  give  us  a  little  consolation,  we  are  informed 
that  the  smaller  the  amount  of  money  in  circula- 
tion, the  more  it  will  buy.  This  mignt  be  true,  if 
it  regulated  the  price  of  eVery  article  required  for 
consumption.  It  i^  true,  ai  to  beef  and  flour,  in 
Vermont  and  Kentucky,  but  it  is  not  so,  as  to  for- 
eign articles.  The  price  of  sugars,  teas,  and  coffee, 
would  Experience  but  little  cliaDge,  whatever  might 
be  the  amount  of  money  in  circulation  in  Ohio  or 
Tennessee. 

Sir,  it  is  often  asserted  as  a  maiim  of  political 
economy,  that  we  should  buy  where  we  can  buy 
the  cheapest.  This,  I  admit,  is  very  captivating 
doctrine.  But  I  will  venture  t&  assert  another 
rule,  much  safjpr,  and  equally  intelligible:  it  is, 
that  we  should  buy  where  we  can  pay  the' easiest. 
I  Mieve,  upon  a  moment's  reflection,  all  will  ad- 
mit that  the  best  pttrchase  of  an  article  which  is 
wanted,  is  when  the  piayment  is  the  most  conve- 
niently and  Easily  made.  Manufactories  distribu^ 
ted  through  the  country,  would  afford  this  advan- 
tage in  a  great  deffree^  As  has  been  repeatedly 
observed,  there  would  be  a  new  market  for  the  raw 
materials.  The  farmer  would  be  more  freqfttently 
enabled  to  make  ready  payment  in  the  produce  of 
his  land.  He  would  avoid  credit,  and  be  free  from 
the  dangers  of  beingcompelled  to  change  his  pro- 
perty into  money.  If  there  is  a  greater  nominal 
value  in  the  article  purchased,  so  there  generally 
will  be  in  the  article  sold.  The  great  advantage  is 
being  able  readily  to  exchange  what  you  have  for 
what  you  want.  This  may  not  be  compatible 
with  the  rigid  rules  of  cash  dealings,  but  is  appli- 
cable to  the  course  of  business  among  the  great 
mass  of  the  people. 

But,  sir,  we  are  repeatedly  asked,  do  you  expect 
to  make  the  people  rich  by  legislation  ?  Do  they 
not  understand  their  own  4}U9iness  and  interests? 
Are  they  not  competent  (o  decide  what  employ- 
ment is  the' most  profitable?  Under  an  existing 
Slate  of  things,  they  undoubtedly  are.  It  is  also 
true,  that  they  will  adapt  their  labor  and  industry 
to  the  policy  which  their  Grovernment  may  pursue. 
But,  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  employment  of 
the  people  of  one  nation  has  more  or  less,  relation 
to,  and  dependence  on,  the  employment  of  the  peo- 
ple of  another.  It  is  only  by  the  agency  of  one 
Government  thftt  the  policy  of  another  can  be 
resisted.  The  people,  in  their  individual  capacity, 
cannot  produce  the  effect.  I  fully  admit,  sir,  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  well  understand 


their  own  interests ;  and  they  as  well  understand 
the  duty  of  their  Gk)vernment  also.  They  knew 
the  benefits  which  the  protection  of  our  navigation 
would  produce.  It  was  the  Government  alone 
whieh  could  give  that  protection.  They  knew 
that  encouragement  should  be^iven  to  the  fishe- 
ries, and  it  was  given.  They  demanded  that  pro- 
tection should  be  given  to  coarse  cottons.  It  was 
given ;  and  the  result  proves  that  they  anderstood 
their  interests.  The  merchants  know,  that  duties 
upon  sales  at  auction  are  necessary^  to  protect  their 
employment.  1  hope,  sir,  that  their  application  to 
Government. will  not  bean  vain.  1  hope,  also, 
that  the  people  of  the  inferior  may  be  allowed  to 
have  some  knowledge  of  what  might  prove  advan- 
tageous to  them.  They  do  know ;  and  millions 
have  asked -and  implored,  in  langua^  which 
would  move  the  heart  of  Nero,  for  the  aid  of  their 
Government.  They  do  know,  that  their  interests 
would  be  promoted  by  a  decisive  protection  of  their 
industry,  , 

Sir,  another  objection  to  the  present  measure  is 
presented.  The  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Boa- 
ton  tells  us, "  the  harden  occasioned,by  most  of  the 
'  particular  duties  recommended,  would  fall  on  all 
'  the  community,  but  chiefly  on  those  least  able  to 
'  bear  it.  In  this  country,  the  poor. man,  person- 
'  ally,  consumes  nearly  as  much  tea,  coffee,  and 
^sugar,  as  the  rich;  and,  though  his  clothing  is 
'  not  so  fine,  yet  its  cost  constitutes  a  much  greater 
*  proportion  of  his  whole  expenses.  Besides,  this 
'  new  tariff  \s  so  nicely  adjusted  as  to  lay  a  far 
^heavier  impost  on  coiirse  cottons  and  lineps,  than 
'  on  those  of  a  finer  texture.''  I  am  not  disposed 
to  call  in  question  the  philanthropy  of  the  people 
of  that  city.  It  certainly  is  gratifying  to  learn 
thai  so  large  a  share  of  the  comforts  of  liCe  fall  to 
the  poorer  classes  in  that  section  of  oar  country. 
It  woold  afford  as  much  satisfaction  to  see  those 
of  the  interior  io  the  enjoyment  of  equal  blefeings. 
But,  sir,  how  should  manufactures  be  first  intro- 
duced in  a  country  iike  ours  7  Is  it  by  giving 
the  first  encouragement  to  the  filnest  and  most  per- 
fect fabrics,  because  they  are  consumed  by  thje  rich  ? 
Are  we  to  expect  the  highest  skill  at  once  ?  It  is 
impossible.  It  is  strange  that  any  friend  to  manu- 
factures should  recommend  such  a  course.  The 
first  efforts  of  manufacturing  skill  have  been  pro- 
perly directed  to  coarse  and  common  fabrics,  jft 
would  be  the  extreme  of  folly  for  our  Gk»vernm<fnt 
to  introduce  the  maaufacture  of  fine  broadcloths 
and  cambricS)  before  the  country  could  produce 
the  plainest  cottons  and  woollens.  Have  the  poor 
no  equivalent,  even  should  there  be  a  momentary 
advance  oi  price  oh  the  articles  which  they  con- 
sumed. They  certainlv  have  that  equivalent  in 
the  increased  demand  for  the  labor  of  themselves 
and  families.  'They  wilt  be  eiiabled  more  gene- 
rally to  procure  the  necessaries  and  conveniences 
of  life.  Our  experience  already  gives  demonstra- 
tion of  the  correctness  of  this  assertion. 

Again,  the  memorial  to  which  I  have  alluded 
observes  that,  **  if  they  are  manufactures  of  male- 
^  rials  raised  by  us,  and  we  might,  by  jj^rohibiting 
^  their  importation,  make  them  ourselves  at  a  high- 
'  er  price  than  they  actually  cost  U9,  is  it  not  equal- 
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*  ly  trae  that,  if  the  hostility  of  the  aation  which 
'  supplies  us,  OP  any  other  catts%  should  prevent 

*  their  imporiatioa  hereafter,  we  may  make  them 
^  at  the  same  addittonai  ezpen[&e,  then?  And 
'  why  should  we  assume  a  burden  now,  because  it 
'  mav  fail  on  us  hereafter  ?"  Can  manu£Aetures, 
sir,  oe  introduced  in  a  moment?  Are  they  to 
have  no  protection  but  the  hostility  of  other  na- 
tions, and  that  protection  to  end  when  that  hos- 
tility ceases  ?  Deplorable,  indeed,  must  be  the 
condition  of  a  country  gorerned  by  such  poller. 
Who  will  venture  their  capital?  What  would 
be  the  value  of  skill  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  such 
opinions  contain  their  own  refutation. 

While  one  object  of  the  bill  is  to  enlarge  the 
amount  of  manufactures,  another,  equally  impor- 
tant, is  to  protect  those  which  already  exist.  A 
great  proportion  of  our  people  engaged,  have 
small  capital.  Yet,  to  many,  the  present  encour- 
agement, with  a  steady  market,  would  be  suffi- 
cient. They  want  the  advantage  of  regular  and 
frequent  sales.  The  foreign  manufacturer  is 
aware  of  this.  His  capital  is  immense.  He  is 
able  to  fill  our  marke.t  when  he  pleases,  although 
at  a  present  sacrifice.  The  domestic  manufactu- 
rer is  interrupted  in  his  business,  and  perhaps 
ruined,  when  regular  and  reasonable  prices  would 
have  £[iven  a  safe  and  satisfactory  profit.  It  is 
not  a  fair  course  of  dealing  that  is  embarrassing, 
but  a  kind  of  speculation  which  can  be  sustained  by 
the  foreign  manufacturer,  but  which  the  domestic 
is  unable  to  meet.  When  the  last  is  driven  away, 
the  other  is  able  to  make  good  any  temportiry 
sacrifice.  There  may  be  some  manufactures 
which  will  advance  in  price  for  the  moment,  l^ut 
competition  will  soon  reduce  them  to  a  proper 
level.  SUperience  has  ever  proved  the  absolute 
certainty  of  this.  A  trifling  augmentation  of 
vakie,  for  a  limited  time,  is  at  once  overwhelmed 
by  considerations  of  national  advantage,  which  I 
have  endeavored  to  illustrate. 

The  importance  of  the  article  of  iron  is  admit- 
ted on  every  side.  Whether  in  peace  or  war,  it  is 
of  the  first  necessity.  To  depend  on  foreign  na- 
tions for  this,  is  too  danserous  to  our  safety,  and 
too  degrading  to  our  character.  The  coutitry 
around  Lake  Champlain  in  New  York  and  Ver- 
mont c(Hitains  inexhaustible  mines  of  the  richest 
quality.  Other  parts  of  the  Union  also  possess 
them.  If  once  protected,  the  most  abundant  sup- 
ply of  iron  woold  be  produced.  The  country 
where  they  exist  in  th^  greatest  abundance,  is 
peneraUy  sterile,  mountainous,  and  of  little  valu^ 
in  ittf  present  condition.  With  few  exceptions, 
the  manufacturer  is  prostrate  beyond  redemption, 
unless  the  aid  of  Government  is  afibrded.  F*rom 
the  counties  of  Essex  and  Clinton,  in  New  York, 
we  have  a  statement  of  their  number  and  condi- 
tion. There  are  between  thirty  and  forty  forges/ 
which  could  produce  nearlv  four  thousand  tons 
per  annum.  They  now  proauce  about  one  thous- 
and. There  are  numerous  manufactories  for  roll- 
ing and  slitting  and  making  nails.  But  foreign 
competition  has  rendered  them  almost  useless. 
There  are  many  in  Vermont  which  have  gone  to 
decay  and-  ruin,  or  preserve  a  lingering,  .doubtful 
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existence.  Some,  on  a  very  limited  scale,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  populous  settlements,  having  par- 
ticiuar  advantages,  may  afford  a  moderate  profit. 
But  a  great  proportioQ  in  that  State  and  in  the 
Union,  are  sinl^ing  under  the  pressure  of  foreign 
rivalry.  We  imported  forty  thousand  tons  for  the 
last  year.  The  amount  will.continally  increase 
unless  Ctovernment  interferes.  The  value  in  ou^ 
own  ports,  exclusive  of  dutiet,  must  be.  at  least, 
two  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars.  This  is  fui^ 
nished  by  Russia,  Sweden,  and  England. 

Look,  sir,  at  our  trade  with  those  countries.  In 
1822,  we  took  of  Russia,  in  iron,  hemp,  and  other 
merchandise,  to  the  amount  (^  $3,300,000.  She 
received  of  us,  our  productions  to  the  value  of 
$177,000.  We  took  from  Sweden,  in  the  same 
year,  of  her  productions,  to  the  value  of  $1,151,000. 
That  country  received  from  us  $180,000.  Eng- 
land takes  nothing  of  consequence  produced  by 
the  Middle  and.  Northern  States.  The  balance 
must,  of  course,  be  paid  in  the  profits  of  some  other 
branch  of  commerce.  Suppose,  sir,  a  part  of 
what  we  send  abroad  for  iron  should  be  expended 
in  the  United  States.  Suppose  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  should  be  expended  around  the  shores 
of  Lake  Champlain,  the  effects  would  be  immense. 
It  would  cause  an  investment  of  capital  to  a  vast 
amount.  It  would  give  profitable  employment  to 
thousands  of  people.  The  hidden'  riches  of  the 
earth  would  be  drawn  from  its  bosom,  where  they 
would  otherwise  lie  useless  for  ages.  Mannfac* 
tures,  of  which  this  metal  is  the  principal  mate- 
rial, would  at  once  spring  into  existence.  The 
agriculture  of  the  surrounding  country  would  be 
revived  and  invigorated.  Millions  and  millioiis 
in  value  would  be  added  to  sections  pf  territory, 
which  are  npw  desolate,  barren,'  and  uncultivated 
— where  wild  beasts  alone  have  undisputed  do- 
minion. The  lake  and  connecting  can^als  open 
the  way  to  expanded  markets.  The  products  of 
the  mines  would  be  exchanged  for  the  various 
commodities  abroad,  which  the  comforts  and  con- 
vepience  of  the  people  would' require.  The  same 
advantages  would  also  result  to  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylcania,  and  every  other  State  where  this  in- 
valuable article  could  be  produced.  What  sacri- 
fice, sir,  is  required  of  any  interest,  commensurate 
with  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a  solid  and 
decided  protection  of  this  importanrpi^oduction  ? 

The  same  reasons  apply,  sir,-  with  equal  force 
to  other  important  manufactures,  the  raw  materi- 
als of  which,  this  country  affords  an  abundance. 
The  subject  is  exhaustless.  I  have  trespassed 
upon  the  patience  of  the  Committee  too  long  al- 
ready. 

As  to  the  revenue,  it  seems  to  me  that  no 
danger  is  to  be  feared.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  recommended  a  revision  ot  the  tar- 
iff, for  tne  benefit  of  revenue  and  the  aid  it  would 
give  to  the  manufactures  of  the  nation.  The 
proposed  augmentation  of  the  duty  to  twenty-five 
per  cent,  on  merchandise  now  paying  fifteen, 
would  aVld  greatly  to  its  amount.  It  would  oner- 
ate  principally  on  the  rich,  and  tend  to  equalize 
the  burdens  of  supporting  the  (Government  be- 
tween them  and  the  poor.    Cottons  are  generally 
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used  by  the  latter,  in  the  place  of  linens;  and  silks 
are  not  required  by  necessity. 

It  may  be  remarked,  also,  that  the  fine  fabrics 
will  bat  little  diminish  for  years.  The  ability  of 
the  people  to  procure  a  greater  ampunt  of  such 
commoaittes,  as  this  country  can  never  produce, 
will  constantly  improve.  The  demand  for  the 
consumption  of  these  will  continually  increase 
with  our  rapidly  increasing  population. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  the  example  of  other  nations 
will  not  be  considered  useless  here,  fhey  may 
serve  as  a  guide  to  our  determination  on  this  im- 
portant subject.  The  reasons  upon  which  they 
are  founded,  are  dear  and  incontrovertible.  Our 
experience  nad  also  proved  4he  value  of  tlie  aid 
already  ^iven  to  our  manufactures.  The  earnest 
applications  from  almost  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try, for  further  assistance,  must  have  an  impres- 
sive influence  on  this  Committee.  I  hope  that 
the  object  of  the  motion  now  immediately  under 
consideration,  will  be  the  last  abandoned,  and 
that  the  general  provisions  of  the  bill  will  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  the  Government. 

When  Mr.  Mallaby  had  concluded — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
Committee  then  rose. 

Mr.  Sloane.  of  0)iio,  gave  notice  that,  on 
Tuesday  next,  ne  should  move  that  the  House  go 
into  a  Uommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  contested 
election  of  a  member  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Bailet.) 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


MoNDAV,  March  1. 
DEATH  OF  MR.  BALL. 

As  soon  as  the  journal  of  Saturday  was  read, 
Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia^  rose,  and  ad- 
dressed the  House,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker {  I  rise  to  perform  a  painful  and 
melancholy  doty.  It  is  to  announce -the  death  of 
my  friend  and  colleague,  William  Lee  Ball,  a 
Representative  from  the  Slate  of  Virginia.  On 
yesterday,  it  pleased  Almighty  God  to  call  him 
from  this  scene  of  sufierinff  and  tri^l  to  the  abode 
of  the  blessed !  The  awful  stillness  and  giooni 
which  pervade  this  Hall,  proclaim,  more  strongly 
than  any  effort  of  mine  could  dp,  the  loss  whicn 
we  have  sustained !  In  asking  you  to  pay  this 
last  tribute  to  the  memory  and  virtues  of  my  de- 
ceased friend,  what  can  I  say  to  add  to  the  strong 
and  deep  sympathy  which ms  so  generally  and 
kintilv  manifested  throughout  this  House?  He 
was  known  to  you  all,  and  by  all  respected,  es^ 
teemed,  and  beloved.  I  knew  him  well,  for  he  was 
the  early  companion  of  my  youth,  and  the  friend 
of  mv  manhood.  There  was  nothing  dazzling  in< 
his  character,  or  shining  in  aption,  but  his  march 
through  life  was  that  of  probity,  honor,  and  virtue ! 
He  was  characterized  by  a  strong  and  noble 
mind;  by  generous  and  godlike  feelings;  by  a 
kindness  and  simplicity  of  manner,  and  by  a  love 
and  indulgence  for  his  fellow  men,  which  won  the 
admiration  and  esteem  of  all  who  kiyew  him.  It 
might  with  truth  be  said  of  him,  that  be  was 
without  fear  and  reproach.    Such  was  the  man 


whose  loss  we  deplore,  and  whose  spirit  has  fled 
forever !  Peace  to  his  ashes !  and  >vould  to  God 
it  could  have  been  so  willed  that  they  might  have 
mingled  witli,  those  of  his  fathers !  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

The  House  having  been  informed  of  the  death  of 
William  Lee  BaU«  a  RepVetfentative  from  the.  State  of 
Virginia,  and  being  deeply  sensible  of  the  loss  of  a 
man  whose  public  and  private  virtaes  endeared  him 
to  all  who  knew  him,  and,  being  desirous  to  render  a 
just  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory — 

^eaohed.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  superintending  his  funeral. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  House  will  tes- 
tify their  respect  (or  the  memory  of  William  Lee  Ball, 
by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  will  attend  the  faneral 
of  the  late  William  Lee  Ball,  tb-mOrrow  morning,  at 
12  o'clock. 

The  resolves  having  been  unanimously  agreed 
to,  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  2. 

The  House  met,  and  adjourned  for  the  purpose 
of  affording  the  members  an  opportunity  to  attend 
the  ilineral  of  the  late  William  Lee  Ball. 


Weunesday,  March  3. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  presented  a  memo- 
rial of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  New  Oastie, 
praymg  for  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
sinking  an  additional  range  of  piers,  for  the  seen- 
rity  of  the  harbor  of  said  tewn^ 

Mr.  Longfellow  presented  a  memorial  of  sun- 
dry merchants  and  underwriters  in  the  town  of 
Portland,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  praying  remu- 
neration for  losses  sustained  by  spoliations  upon 
their  lawful  commerce,  by  French  cr^iisers,  be- 
tween the  years  1793  and  iSOO,  or  that  their  right 
to  claim  the  same  from  the  Government  of 
France,  may  be  restored  to  them. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Van  Reicsselaer  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  For- 
eign'Missions,  containing  the  views  of  the  said 
board  upon  the  'subject  of  the  civilization  and 
moral  improvement,  generally,  of  the  Indian  tribes 
within  the  limits  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
iStates,  and  stating,  summarily,  the  proceedings 
which  have  been  adopted  by  the  said  board,  and 
by"  other  boards,  of  different  denominations,  as 
well  as  of  measures  now  in  progress,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  said  Indians ;  the  success  of  their  efforts, 
hitherto  made,  and  the  encouraging  prospects  as 
to  the  future ;  and  soliciting  such  pecuniary  aid 
from  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  as,  in 
the  wisdom  of  Congress,  it  shall  see  fit  to  grant ; 
which  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
praying  Congress  to  make  provision  for  satisfying, 
out  of  the  lands  ceded  by  that  State  to  the  United 
States,  such  claims  as  have  been  adjudged  valid 


1733 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


1734 


Mabcb,  1824. 


J%$  Tariff  BiU. 


H.  OF  R. 


by  said  State  under  the  act  of  cession  of  1789, 
and  which  have  remained  unsatisfied ;  which 
memorial  was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  and 
Mr.  Burton, 'Mr.  Blair,  Mr.  Saunders,  Mr. 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Buchanan,  were 
appointed  the  saitf  committee.' 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  memorial 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Columbia  College,  in  the 
District  of  Ccdumbia,  and  leave  wa9  given  to  with- 
draw the  same. 

Mr.  CooE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  ffrantiog  certain  public  lots 
to  the  cities  of  St.  Augustine  and  Pensacola, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  Committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham,  the  Committee  on 
Che  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  fixlpg,  by  law,  the  fees  proper  to  b« 
allowed  for  the  official  duties  performed  in  rela- 
tion to  natural izatidn  of  aliens. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Richard,  of  Michigan,  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  panals  .were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill 
to  aothorize  the  surveying  and  making  a  road 
from  Detroit,  or  from  Pontiac,  in  the  county  of 
Oakland,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  to  the 
Lake  of  Michigan  or  to  Caicago. 

The  Message  of  the  Pr^ident  of  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  the  observance  in  the  Army 
of  the  rules  and  regulations  compiled  by  General 
Scott,  was  referred  to  the  select  committee  ap> 
pointed  on  the  30th  December  last,  upon  a  Mes- 
sage from  the  President  in  relation  to  the  expen- 
ditures in  the  Ordnance  Department. 

Mr.  Sloanb,  from  the  Committee  on  Elections, 
who  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any  mem- 
bers retamed  to  serve  in  this  House,  were  not,  at 
the  time  of  their  election,  inhabitants  of  the  States 
from  which  they  were  respectively  returned,  made 
a  report  thereon,  which  was  read,  and  committed 
to  tne  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
is  committed  the  report  of  ^he  same  committee  in 
the  case  of  John  Bailey.   The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  CooimitCee  of  Elections  repdrt,  that,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  instmctioDfl  contained  in  the  resolution  of 
the  Honae  of  the  85th  of  February,  they  have  obtained 
from  the  Department  of  State  certain  documents  in* 
relation  to  John  Forsyth,  one  of  the  members  returned 
from  the  State  of  Georgia,  which  they  aak  leave  to 
make  a  part  of  thia  report.    From  these  docamenta, 
it  appeara  that  Mr.  Foray  th  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  present  Congrefa  during  the  time  of  hia  residing 
near  the  Conrt  o(  Spain,  in  the  character  of  Minister 
Plcnipotentiaiy  from  the  United  States.    The  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  there  is  nothing  in  Mr. 
Forsyth's  case  which  disqaalifies  him  from  hol(Ii|ig  a 
aeat  in  this  House.    The  capacity  in  which  be  acted 
excludei  the  idea,  that,  by  the  performance  of  his  duty 
abroad,  he  ceased  to  bean  inhabitant  of  the.  United 
States ;  and,  if  so,  inasmuch  as  he  had  no  inhabitancy 
in  any  other  part  of  the  Union  than  Georgia,  he  must 
be  considered  ae  in  the  same  situation  as  before  the 
acceptance  of  the  appointment.    The  committae  re- 
spcctfally  aak  leaTc  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  snbject  referred  to  them. 


PARTRIDGE'S  MILITARY  ACADEMY. 
Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  the  subject  was  neferred. 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  to  be  issued  to  Captain 
Alden  Partridge,  fixed  ammunition,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  accompanied  by  a  detailed  report  upon 
the  subject;  whicli  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Military  Afiaira,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  resolution^  instructing  it  *'  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  permit  the  issue  of  ammunition  to  Captain  Alden 
Partrfdge,  Buperintendent  of  the  American  Literary, 
Scientific,  and  Military  Academy,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  pupila  of  the  aaid  Academy  in  practical 
gunnery,"  beg  leave  to  report: 

That,  in  ihe  conrideratioi)  of  this  subject,  they  have 
felt  that  it  was  their  duty  to  discuss  the  policy  insepa- 
rably connected  with  the  resolution ;  nor  have  they 
been  unmindful  of  the  necessity  of  instituting  a  pro- 
per inquiry  into  the  merits  of  the  Seminary,  for  which 
the  proposed  bounty  is  intended. 

Your  committee  would  deem  it  altogether  super- 
fluous, that  they  should  kt  this  moment  enforce,  by 
aby  arguibentortbeirs,  the  utility  of  encouraging  the 
difihsion  of  useful  knowledge,  or  that  they  should  in- 
sist on  a  position  so  indisputably  true,  that  a  govern- 
ment cannot  employ  ita  energiei  more  benefiaally,  Or 
act  under  a  higher  moral  sanction,  than  by  advancing 
the  prosperity  of  institutions  of  learning.  But  the 
proposition  submitted  for  their  consideration,  aflecta 
the  country  in  one  of  ita  most  interesting  relatione— 
ha  defence  ;  and  aa  aneh,  it  forma  one  of  the  moat  im- 
portant objects  of  our  notice  and  regard.  If  it  be  ad- 
mitted, that  the  exiatence  and  dissemination  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  military  acience,  is  perhaps  more 
important  to  the  ultimate  defence  of  the  country,  than 
the  continuance  of  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace, 
the  promotion  of  thia  aort  of  learning  may  well  be 
called  **  the  cheap  defence  of  nationa."  The  only  in- 
quiry would  then  aeem  to  be,  whether  the  Academy 
of  Captain  Partridge  ia  subservient  to  these  important 
purpoaes ;  and  here  your  committee  would  rely  on  the 
fact,  that  this  institution  is  founded  oh  the  basis  of 
military  aubordinationt  and  one  of  the  primary  branches 
of  ita  course  of  inatruction  ia  the  theory  of  the  art  of 
war,  as  far  as  it  can  be  taught,,  in  reference  to  ita  ab- 
atract  principles. 

It  appears  that,  independently  of  the  Superintend- 
ent, (a  gentleman  of  acknowledged  genius  and  dis« 
tinguiabed  attain menta)  who  takes  upon  himself  the 
instruction  of  his  pupils'  in  mathematics,  natural  and 
moral  philosophy,  and  the  military  acience,  there  are 
at  thia  school  the  following  professorships,  each  filled 
by  a  separate  instructer:  1st,  of  Ethics  and  Belles 
Lettrea  ;  2d,  Geography  and' History ;  Sd,  Chemistry  ; 
4th,  Practical  Geometry  and  Topography;  6th,  the 
Greek  language  \  6th,  of  the  Latin  language ;  7th,  of 
the  French  language.  Organized  as  this  inatitution 
is,  yoar  committee  must  regard  it  as  a  very  essential 
auxiliary  to  the  Academy  at  West  Point,  as  the  lesser 
tactics  are  taught  by  field  exercises,  together  with 
^astrametation,  military  surveying,  and  most  of  the 
duties  incident  to  active  service,  in  the  presence  of  an 
enemy. 

Out  of  one  hundred  and  fitly  students,   now  at 
Captain  Partridge's  Academy,  there  are  eight  ofiicers 
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of  the  Navj  of  the  United  States,  on  farioogh,  purtu. 
ing  those  stodios  which  are  indispeaaably  connected 
with  the  duties  of  their  profession ;  and  among  the 
rest  of  the  pupils,  there  are  several  who  are  looking  to 
the  navy  as  their  ultimate  avocation,  and  whose  nsmes 
are  registered  on  the  list  of  applicants  for  appointments 
in  that  service. 

Indeed,  your  committee  think*  without  hitherto  suhr 
jecting  the  Government  to  the*  cost  of  a  cent,  that 
Captain  Partridge,  by  an  enlightened  public  spirit, 
and  ardent  devotion  to  his  present  enterprise,  is  car- 
rying into  effe<ft  a  portion  of  the  admirable  purposes 
of  our  own  institution. 

The  value  of  the  ammunition  whicht  by  the  bill  ac- 
companying this  report,  is  contemplated  to  be  put  at 
the  disposal  of  Obtain  Fartridge,  it  will  be  seen, 
will  amount  to  $460  for  the  first  year ;  a  little  more 
tban  the  annual  expense  of  a  cadet  at  West  Point. 
When  a  fum  ^  trifling  is  contrasted  with  advantages 
80  obvious,  when  it  is  recollected  that  Captain  Par- 
tridge could  not  procure  the  fixed  ammunition  (as 
facilities  for  its  preparation  are  only  to  be  found  in 
arsenals)  except  at  an  expense  much  beyond  the  an- 
nexed estimate,  and  not  at  alT,  perhaps,  without  great 
inconvenience,  your  committee  cannot  but  believe,  that, 
in  recommending  the  passage  of  the  bill  herewith  re- 
ported, they^are  firmly  sustained  by  the  enlightened 
policy  which  dictated  the  eaytablishment  of  the  Mili- 
tary School  at  West  Point,  and  by  considerations 
which  tend  to  justify  the  liberal  appliiuition  of  na- 
tional patronage  and  beneficence  to  the  meritorious 
and  useful  objects  of  individual  enterprise  and  exer- 
tion 

Your  committee  will  not  waste  your  tifiie,  or  use- 
lessly consume  their  own,  by  dwelling  on  the  import- 
ance of  leseons  in  practical  gunnery  to  those  on  whom 
the  future  defence  of  this  country  may  devolve.  They 
cannot,  however,  refrain  from  offering  one  observa- 
tion, which  they  think  of  some  importance.  Although 
many  of  the  young  men  educated  at  Captain  Par- 
tridge's Seminary  may  not  be  destined  to  obtain  com- 
missions in  the  Navy  or  regular  A^my  of  the  United 
States,  yet  it  is  highly  probable,  fetfm  the  xtfilitary 
spirit  and  knowledge  which  they  wilL  thereby  imbibe, 
that  they  will  seek,  in  the  militia  of  the  several  States, 
occasions  for  usefulness  and  distinction.  In  this  de- 
partment of  the  public  service,  a  knowledge  of  practi- 
cal gunnery  is  much  wanted,  nor  could  (he  Gtoersd 
Government  supply  it  more  cheaply,  (with  4he  same 
degree  of  efficiency,)  than  by  aiding  its  instruction  at 
the  fountain  head  of  schools  founded  On  a  military 
basis. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL.     . 

Tbe  House  tben  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  thej$tate  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
CoNDicT  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  to  amend 
the  f^everal  acts  laying  duties  oa  imports ;"  and 
the  question  still  being  on  M&  Fuller's  motion, 
to  strike  out  the  duty  of  one  dollar  and  twelve 
cents  per  c  wt.  on  bar  iron — the  debate  of  Saturday 
was  resumed. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Pennsylvaniaj  opposed  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out,  and  advocated  the  duty  in  a 
speech  abounding  with  the  practical  details^  of 
the  subject,  stated  from  his  own  knowledge  and 
experience,  as  master  and  proprietor  of  extensive 
iron  works,  in  that  State. 


Mr.  Brgck,  of  Pennsylvania,  looked  upon  it  as 
an  incontrovertible  principle  of  political  economy, 
that  raw  materials  must  be  furnished  cheap  to  the 
manufacturer,  to  enable  him  to  sell  cheap. 

We  have,  said  he,  five  or  six  articles  admitted 
duty  free,  and  the  manufacturer  of  moat  of  these 
not  only  supplies  the  home  consumption,  but  is 
enabled  to  export  largely.  Thus,  undressed  furs 
being  free,.$86,000  worth  of  hats  ivere  exported 
in  1822.  Raw  hides  being  likewise  free,  $326,000 
worth  of  leather  shoes  were  exported  that  year,  as 
well  as  450,000  pounds  >of  gunpowder,  owing  to 
the  raw  material  bein^  lightly  dutied. 

The  friends  of  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff,  now 
under  consideration,  profess  to  have,  for  their  main 
object,  the  protection  of  manufactures ;  and  yet, 
almost  every  article  required  by  the  manufacturer 
is  saddled  with-  enormous  duties.  ElVen  the  verT 
dye  stuffs  are  heavily  taxed,  tndigo,  of  which 
1,160,000  pounds  were  imported  in  1822,  is  to  be 
charged  with  an  additional  duty^,  for  the  ostensible 
purpose  of  encouraging  that  article  in  Carolina, al- 
though  it  is  well  known,  to  those  who  have  occasion 
to  use  it,  that  its  quality  is  so  inferior  that  foreign 
indigo  is  universally  preferred.  Copperas,  too, 
already  paying  a  duty  of  one  dollar  per  pound,  is 
to  be  increased,  although  16,000  pounds  are  annu- 
ally wante'd  for  our  manufactures. 

As  re|;ards  the  article  of  iron,  Mr.  B.  supposed 
there  might  be  about  thirty  or  forty  iron  masters 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  perhaps  as  many  more  in 
the  other  States.  'They  cannot,  even  if  admitted 
into  the  class  of  manufacturers,  compare,  numeri- 
cally, as  more  than  one  to  five  hundred,  with  man- 
ufacturers, properly  $o  called,  if  the  smitheries  be 
included.  Iron,  from  the  hand  of  the  iron  master^ 
can  be  considered  as  nothing  else  than  a  raw  ma- 
terial, and  its  price  is  now  very  nearly  what  it 
was  thirty  years  ago.  At  that  period,  those  who 
worked  the  ore  became  exceedingly  rich ;  and  the 
chief  reason  why  their  successors  have  not  been  , 
equally  fortunate,  is,  because  their  skill  has  not 
kept  pace  with  the  astonishing  improvements  made 
in  £urope,  in  the  smelting  of  the  ore,  and  other 
processes  connected  with  its  conversion  into  bar,, 
hoop,  and  sheet  iron,  nail  rods,  &.c. 

In  England,  thirty  years  ago,  there  were  made 
only  about  20,000  tons  of  iron,  and  now  that  coun- 
try produces  300,000  tons ;  and  it  produces  it  at 
considerable  less  than  half  the  cost  of  iron  in 
America;  the  Liverpool  price  of  bar  iron  being^ 
about  $36  per  toir.  The  reason  is,  that  the  fur- 
naces are  kept  in. blast  the  whole  year,  instead  of 
eight  or  nine  months,  as  with  us.  There  is  a  con- 
centration too,  of  all  the  w^rks  necessary  for  ham- 
mering, slitting,  rolling,  casting,  dbc,  which,  with 
us,  are  scattered  over  the  country.  There,  too^ 
coal,  at  ten  or  eleven  cents  per  bushel,  is  prepared 
for  fuel.  These  facilities  enable  the  manufacturer 
to  send  many  articles  of  iron  fabric  to  the  Amer- 
ican market,  under  a  duty  of  twenty-four  dollars 
per  ton,  with  freight,  dec,  as  cheap  as  our  iron 
masters  can  afford  to  sell  their  bar  iron  here. 

With  regard  to  hemp,  Mr.  B.  stated  that  the 

Legislature  of  Massachusetts  had  tried  the  effect 

I  of  a  bounty,  in  order  to  supersede  the  importatioik 
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of  that  article ;  but  it  was  soon  reliiiqabhed,  as  a 
hopeless  experiment.  The  error  lies,  perhaps/ in 
the  mode  of  rotting.  Be  it  what  it  may,  the  pro- 
posed duty,  which  increases  the  930  dollars  per 
ton  now  paid  to  $44,  will  cause  our  ship  owners 
to  seek  for  cordage  abroad ;  and  as  a  proportional 
increase  is  to  take  place  on  canvass,  our  sailma- 
kers,  ropemakers,  riggers,  and  cither  meohanics 
BOW  employed  about  ship  building,  will  be  left 
unemployed,  whilst  those  of  Russia,  and  even 
England,  will  exclusively  possess  the  advantage 
of  equipping  our  merchantmen. 

The  eflfectsof  this  monstrous  bill,  which  touches 
upon  nearly  sixty  millions  of  our  imports,  and 
seven  millions  and  a  half  of  our  revenue,  must  be 
fatal  Xo  our  navigation.  All  discriminating  duties 
being  abrogated,  except  with  re^rd  to  Spain  and 
Portugal,  we  .find  the  tonnage^  m  our  intercourse 
with  European  nations,  to  have  increased,  in  the 
last  three  years,  as  follows: 

In  1821         ...         79,204 'tons. 

1822  -        -        -        100,541    « 

1823  -        -        -       -119,000    « 

And  in  our  intercourse  with  the  single  port  of 
Liverpool,  to  have  increased  from  20,676  tons,  in 
1822,  to  42,869  tons,  iii  1823.  By  which  it  ,ap- 
pears  that  the  British  tonnage  in  ourJr^de,  with 
chat  port  alone,  has  more  than  doubled  in  one  yrear. 
What,  then,  I  ask^  is  to  become  of  the  American 
tonnage,  when,  bv  this  bill,  you  lay  an  additional 
duty  upon  iron,  hemp,  and  sailcloth,  which  will 
augment  the  duties  paid  upon  articles  used  to  build 
a  ship  of  300  tons  to  eleven  hundred  dollars,  in- 
stead of  about  six  handred  now  paid?  Especially 
when  unprotected^  as  our  tonnage  is,  by  the  repeal 
of  discriminating  navigation  laws,  you  deprive  it, 
by  prohibitory  duties,  of  the  freight  of  32,000  tons 
of  iron,  5,000  tons  of  hemp,  and  nearly  2,000,000 
of  pounds  weight  of  raw  wool. 

These  bulky  articles  will  occupy  60^000  tons  of 
shipping,  which  are  equif  alent  to  200  ships  of  300 
Cons  each.  Are  we  prepared  to  risk  the  non-em- 
ployment of  so  many  vessels — to  embarrasS)  if  not 
to  ruin  their  owners ;  and  this,  too,  at  the  moment 
that  the  forej^  tonnage,  equipped  at.  les^  cost 
abroad,  b  so  fast  gaining  possession  of  our  export 
trade? 

On  the  subject  of  foreign  wool  I  will  detain  the 
CUimmittee  but  a  few  moments.  Imported  wool 
comes  from  La  Plata,  Smyrna,  Sweden,  Denmark, 
and  Giermany.  A  great  deal  of  it  is  of  a  coarser 
kind  than  any  raised  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
remainder,  indeed  the  whole,  gives  to  the  industry 
of  the  country  the  most  advantageous  employ- 
ment. One  of  our  most  intelligent  manufacturers 
has  divided  the  wool  imported  in  1822  as  fol- 
lows : 

Wool  imported  that  year       -       -  1,733,426  lbs. 

Cost  ia  foreign  countries,  $387,312;  paid  duty 
^{58,100;  average  cost  22  cents  per  pound. 

700,000  pounds  superfine,  6  and  7  1-4  wide,  made 
350,000  yards,  at  «4     -       -        -    $1,400,000 

140,000  pounds  common  wOol  made 
200,000  yards,  at  $2      -       -       -        409,000 


590,000  pounds  of  coarse,  made  into 
cassinets,  iinseys,  and  negro  cloths, 
737,500  yards,  at  45  cents     -        -        331,875 

$2,131,875 
Deduct  cost  of  wool  abroad    -        387,000 


$1,744,875 


'  Leaving  a  ^profit  to  the'  laborer  of  America  of 
more  than  one  dollar  per  pound.  We  have  not 
the  means  of  raising  immediately  6  or  8,000,000 
sheep  to  furnish  this  wool.  The  manufacturers 
must  stop  whilst  the  sheep  are  growing,  and  when 
the  wool  is  ready  for  fnarket  thene  will  be  no 
buyers. 

I  beg  leave  )o  add  one  word  upon  the  effects  of 
this  bill  on  the  revenue.  The  duty  upon  foreign 
spirits  is  increased  by  it  15  per  cent.  This  article 
now  pays  from  42  to  70  cents  per  gallon,  accord- 
ing to  tne  proof;  and  this  is  2  or  300  ^r  cent, 
upon  its  cost  abroad.  Under  the  existmg  law, 
spirits  alone  produce  to  our  revenue  more  than 
two  millions  of  dollars ;  but  a  system  of  smuggling 
has 'been  Organized  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and 
other  places,  which  is  so  successfully  carried  on, 
particularly  at  Eastport  and  Labec,  near  the  Brit- 
ish province  of  New  Brunswick,  that  spirits  are 
purchased  in  that  section  of  the  country  for  less 
than  the  avertige  duty ;  fifty  cents  being  the  high- 
est price  asked  by  the  dealers.  If  so  bulky  an  ar- 
ticle as  rum  in  hogsheads  can  be  landed  without 
detection,  a  bale  of  fine  muslins^  silks,  and  other 
light  eoods  will  sqon  follow.  No  measure  is  bet- 
ter calculated  to  injure  the  revenue  than  high  du- 
ties. I  am  friendly  to  manufactures,  but  1  wish 
our  Commerce  to  bring  to  them  the  raw  material 
cheap,  in  order  that  they  and  the  shipping  interest 
may  thrive  together. 

Mr.  B.  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Stbwjlrt,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  mov^  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
proposing  an  additional  tax  on  the  descriptions  of 
iron  in  the 'item'  under  consideration,  of  twenty- 
'  five  cents  a  year,  for  three  years  to  come.  He 
supported  his  amendment  by  a  speech,  in  which 
he  took  a  general  view  of  tne  state  of  the  iroa 
factories,  the  fatal  operation  of  the  tariff  of  1816, 
upon  them,  and  the  advantages  arising"  from  an 
efiectual' protection,  towards  which  hts  amend- 
ment looked.. 

The  question  being  put,  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Stewabt  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hamilton  then  moved  that  the  Commit- 
tee rise ;  whicl^  motion  was  lost — ayes  66,  noes  73. 

The.  question  then  recurring  on  Mr.  Follbb's 
motion  to  strike  out  the  duty,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative-— ayes  54,  noes  85. 

When  the  Committee  rose,  and,  having  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again,  the  House' adjourned. 

Tbvbsdjlt.  Inarch  4. 
Mr.  Cobb,  by  leave  or  the  House,  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Wilkes  county,  in  the 
State  of  Greor^ia,  remonstrating  against  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  now  pending  in  this  House  to 
amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports. 
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Mr.  Cobb  also,  by  leave  of  the  Hoase,  presented 
a  similar  remoostrance  from  the  citizens  of  the 
city  of  Augusta,  in  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  remonstrances  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Union*  to  which  the  said  bill  is 
committed. 

Mr.  Little,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Clainis,  re|k>rted  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  Hall,  an  invalid  soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  army  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
•  On  motion  of  Mr.  Cooee,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  what  number  of  public  lots  in 
the  City  of  Washi^ngton  have  been  sold  by  the 
agents  of  the  United  States  ;  when  sold,  by  whom, 
to  whom,  and  for  what  price ;  what  part  of  the 
purchase  money  has  been  paid,  the  amount  due. 
and  when  payable ;  whether  the  debts  are  well 
secured,  and  whether  all  the  money  received  has 
been  applied  to  objects  authorized  by  any  existing 
law ;  how  much  thereof  has  been  paid  into  the 
Treasury ;  and  what  disposition  has  b^n  made  of 
the  money  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  late  Superin- 
tendent of  the  City,  for  disbursement ;  and  that 
said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers.  Mr.  Cocke,  Mr.  Flotd,  Mr.  Mer- 
cer, Mr.  Vinton j  Mr.  MXRviN,Mr.  Baylies,  and 
Mr.  Brent,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Two  Messages  received  from  the  President  of 
THE  United  States*  were  read,  ds  follow^: 

To  tJu  House  of  RepreeerUativea  of  the  United  States  r 

In  complisnce  with  a  reffolotion  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  Ist  March,  181^3,  requesting 
information  of  the  nuteber  and  position  of  the  perma- 
neht  fortifications,  which  have  been,'  and  are  now, 
erecting  for  the>  defence  of  the  coast,  barb^n,  and 
frontiers  of  the  United  States,  with  the  classification 
and  magnitude  of  each,  with  the  amount  expended 
onesch;  showing  the -work  done  and  to  Ue  done ; 
the  number  of  guns,  of  every  caliber,  for  each  fortifi- 
cation; the  total  cost  of  a  complete  armament  for 
each ;  the  force  required  to  gamson  each  in  time  of 
peace  and  war )  1  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  containing  the  information  required  by 
the  resolution. 

JAMES  MONRO£.    . 

Washihotox,  Mcurch  4,  1824. 

The  Message  and  report  were  laid  on  the  table. 

TotheHouBeo/JRepreserUativeso/the  United  States  : 

I  tsausmit  a  report^of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
which  communicates  all  the  information  in  possession 
of  the  t)epaTtment,  callad  for  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  requesting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  in  the  Eastern  District  of  Louis-, 
iana,  bearing  date  the  6th  of  January,  1821 ;  together 
with  all  the  informstion  from  the  said  Register  to  the 
Treasury  Department. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
>  Marcb  4,  1824. . 

The  Message  and  report  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

VACCINATION. 

Mr.  Gazlat,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  9th  ultimo, on  a  memorial  of  Dr.  James  Smith, 


made  a  report,  aceompanied  by  a  bill  to  encourage 
vaccination ;  which,  by  leave  of  the  House,  was 
reported,  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  memorial  of  Dr.  James  Smith  slstes  that  the 
smallpox  is  now  spreading,  to  a  very  alarming  extent^ 
to  most  of  the  great  cities,  and  to  many  other  parts  of 
the  United  States ;  and  that  beside  the  calsmities  im- 
mediately attendant  on  the  disease,  it  necessarily  sus- 
pends and  interrupts  eommerce  and  inter<;oarBe  be- 
tween different  pertions  of  the  Union.  To  arrest  the 
progress  af  this  scourge,  and  to  preveiU  its  future  ap- 
pearance, thjB  memorisl  recommends  the  appointment 
of  a  general  agsnt  for  the  United  States,  and  local 
agents  in  the  several  Congressional  districts,  to  whom 
the  general  agent  shall  at  all  titties  furnish  the  real 
vaccine  matter,  free  of  postage.  The' memorial  also 
contains  much  detail  on  the  nature  and  distinguisha- 
ble character  of  the  vaccine  from  the  smallpox  or  vari- 
olous disease.  It  also  asserts  that  medical  skill  is  .not 
required  for  the  effectual  and  safe  application  of  the 
vaccine  matter ;  that  this  process  may  be  performed 
by  any  person.  Bat  that,  to  insure  confidence  and 
success  in  the  vaccine  system,  great  care,  attention , 
and  experience,  are  necessary  in  obtaining  and  pre- 
serving the  true  vaccine  matter,  or  crusts,  and  that  if 
it  be  not  pure,  no  reliance*  can  be  placed  on  it  as  a 
guard  against  tfie  smallpox.  To  this  point  much  evi- 
dence,  drawn  from  practice  and  long  observation,  is 
set  forth :  also  much  evidence  tending  to  show  its 
ample  protective  character  when  pure. 
'  In  a  paper  accompanying  the  memorial  Dr.  Smith 
has  furnished  statements,  with  eiitracts  of  letters,  and 
a  certificate  of  a  Mr.  Phillips,  tending  to  show  that  the 
unfortunate  occurrence  ait  Tarborough  was  the  result 
of  some  wanton  interference  with  his  letter  and  direc- 
tions, tidei  they  were  by  him  enclosed,  and  before  thej 
reached  Dr.  N^ard.  That  Dr.  Ward  is  inclined  to  the 
belief  of  this  fact, 'and  made  the  first  suggestion  of  it 
in  Apnl,  1822. 

The  committee  do  not  pretend  to  account  for  the 
uafoKunate  occurrence  'at'  Tarborough,  nor  do  they 
see  as  much  reason  for  imputing  its  wilful  commission 
to  those  who  were  publicly  engaged,  and  of  coursa 
the  first  to  be  made  responsible,  as  to  some  secret  hand 
not  responsible.  They  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  pro- 
priety and  public  necessity  for  paying  some  respect 
and  attention  to  the  general  sentiment,  which  prevaila 
throughout  the  civilised  world,  in  favor  of  t^e  preven- 
tive power  of  the  vaccine  disease  against  the  small* 
'■pox  i  and  that  to  obtain  security  from  the  latter,  which 
so  materislly  affects  both  ftfe  and  our  maritime  rela- 
tions, cannot  be  less  than  a  national  object  They  aak 
leave  to  report  a  bill»  and  with  that  view  offar  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

'  Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  raised  on  th» 
iubject  of  vaoctnation  have  leave  to  report  a  bill. 


I 


THE  TARIFF  BILL. 


The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the'bill  amending  the  several 
acts  laying  duties  on  imports. 

Hilr.  Ton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Man- 
ufactures, moved  to  amend  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  by  altering  the  minimum  cost  of  imported 
woollen  cloths  on  which  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cen- 
tum ad  valorem  is  proposed  to  be  imposed,  fronci 
eiehty  cents  to  forty  cents,  and  striking  out  the 
subsequent  clause,  which  fixes  the  minimum  for 
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flannds,  baizes,  and  other  unmilled  woollen  ploth^ 
(except  carpets  and  blankets)  at  forty  cents. 

Mr.  Mabtindale,  of  New  York,  opposed  this 
ameadment.  He  said  that  the  friends  of  the  bill 
were  taken  by  surprise  by  such  a  motion.  The 
amendment  went  to  alter  the  whole  character  of 
the  bill  by  striking  out  one  of  its  most  important 
and  most  valuable  parW  The  labor  of  the  coun- 
try, formerly  occupied  in  commerce  and  agrical* 
tare,  has,  by  ihe  reduction  of  those  great  national 
interests^  been  thrown  out  of  employ,  and  wants 
occupation.  No  manufacture  aids  the  farmer 
more  than  those  the  staple  of  which  consists  of 
wool,  a  product  easily  raised,  easily  extended,  and 
for  the  manufacture  of  which  we  have  mechanics 
in  abundance.  He  hoped  th^  Chairman,  and  the 
friends  of  the  bill,  would  act  on  the  co^vi^tion  of 
their  own  judgment,  and  not  by  yielding  to  that 
of  others,  for  the  sake  of  conciliation,  jeopardize 
or  sacrifice  the  most  valuable  parts  oi  tne  system 
of  protection.  The  proposed  duty  would  not  op- 
erate to  raise,  but  to  diminish  the  prix:e,  as  a  simi- 
lar duty  had  operated  on  coarse  cottons.  This 
was  a  sort  of  fabric  with  which  American  manu- 
facturers could  easily  fill  the  market. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  considered  the 
item,  now  proposed  to  be  altered,  as  k  very  im- 
portant part  of  the  bill.  Its  effect  would  be  to 
raise  the  price  to  the  consumer  without  benefiting 
the  manufacturer. ,  He  suggested  a  modification 
of  Mr.  Tod's  motion,  by  which  the  minimum 
would  be  left  open  for  discussion. 

Mr.  Ton  thought  there  was  no  way  in  which 
to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  members  on  this  part 
of  the  bill  but  by  takine^  a  vote.  He  certainly  nieid 
no  wish  to  see  thi^  clause  stricken  out;  but  he 
had  made  the  nSotion  in  consequence  of  an  assur- 
ance given  him  by  several  leading  members,  now 
in  opposition  to  the  bill,  that,  if  this  feature  were 
removed,  they  would  support  the  residue,  and  he 
wished  the  friends  of  the  plan  to  remembef  that  a 
bill  which  attained  only  a  part  of  the  object  de- 
sired, and  which  passed  the  House)  was  better 
than  a  bill  of  the  wfosX  finished  and  perfect  form 
that  did  not  pass. 

Mr.  Tracy,  of  New  York,  expressed  his  regret 
that  this  amendment  should  have  proceeded  from 
the  honorable  Chairman  against  his  own  better 
judgment..  It  certainly  aimed  a  blow  at  the  most 
important  item  in  the  whole  bill.  He  believed 
the  country  is  fully  able  to  raise  all  the  wool  it 
needs.  He  hoped  the  motion  would  be  with- 
drawn. If  it  was  intended  as  a  compromise  with 
the  opponents  of  the  bill,  the  honorable  Chairmaa 
might  find  that,  while  he  won  over  a  few  of  them 
to  his  side,  he  at  the  same^ time  lost  mi^ny  of  those 
who  were  now  its  supporters. 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Afassachusetts,  hoped  the 
amendment  would  not  be  withdrawn.  He  did 
not  believe  this  country  possessed  (at  least  not  at 
present)  the  capacity  to  raise  its  own  wool;  and, 
if  we  cannot  get  it  at  home,  we  must  get  it  from 
abroad.  He  tbouffh.t  the  duty  left  by  the  amend- 
ment would  be  siifficient  to  keep  out  of  the  country 
those  fdbrics  which  the  gentlemen  had  described 
as  made  of  woollen  rags  ground  up,  and  which 


would  scarce  endure  a  puff  of  wind  without  fall- 
ing to  pieces. « 'The  minimum  at  forty  cents  would,, 
in  his  opinion,  be  sufficient  for  the  present.  We 
must  attain  a  maximum  by  degrees. 

Mr.  McEiM  went  into  a  calculation  in  figures,  and 
insisted  that  the  bill  would  diminish  the  importa- 
tion of  woollen  goods  one-half;  that  the  revenue 
would  lose  at  least  eight  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars; the  minimum  at  forty  cents  was  equal  to 
seventy-three  per  cent;  wh^t  more  was  wanted 
for  a  protection  ? 

Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  supported  the 
amendment,  as  a  measure  proper  in  itself,  and 
calculated  to  promote  a  spirit  ot  mutual  concilia- 
tion. The  present  duty  on  woollen  goods  is 
twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem — the  bill  would 
raise  it  to  thirty-thre^  and  a  third.  The  minimum 
proposed  by  the  amendment  is  forty  cents  per 
square  yard;  a  yard  of  coarse  baize  costs  eight 
pence  sterling;  the  ad  valorem  duty,  as  amended, 
IS  equal  to  eighty  per  cent.;  without  the  amend- 
ment, it  will  amount  to  one  hundred  and  thirty 
per  cent.  He  thought  we  were  not*  yet  ready  for 
a  prohibitory  duty  on  coarse  woollens ;  to  which 
article  the  arguments  from  coar&e  cottons  did  not 
apply,  because  cotton  was  abundant — wool  was 
not.'  The  Amount  in^ported  last  year  was  one 
million  six  hundred  thousand  pounds-^-worth  three 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars.  By  going 
too  rapidly,,  in  pressing  the  system,  we  shall  injure 
both  the  consumer  and  the  manufacturer.  If  the 
raw  material  was  abundant,  he  should  oppose  any 
reduction  of  the  mimimum;  but  at  present  he 
should  advocate  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Ton  observed  thai  the  Committee  of  Man- 
ufactures  had  used  the  greatest  diligence  in  col- 
lecting information,  not  onlf  from  the  members 
of  this  House,  but  from  persons  in  various  classes 
of  the  comn^unity,  whose  interests  were  involved 
in  the  several  parts  of  the  bill.  Some  doubt  ex- 
isted* as  to  the  point  at  which  the  minimum  on 
coarse  woolUns  ought  to  "be  fixed.  And  the  Com- 
onittee  were  unwilling,  by  going  too  far,  to  risk 
the  populacity  of  the  bill,  and  thereby  jeopardize 
its  su<^cess.  But,  as  several  of  its  friends  had  ex- 
pressed a  ^ish  10  have  time  for  further  delibera- 
tion, he  would  consent  to  wiUidraw  his  amend- 

Mr.  T.  then  moved  to  amend  the  third  section 
of  the  bill  by  making  the  annual  increase  of  duty 
oii  unmanufactured  wool  more  ^gradual,  and  by- 
adding  a  proviso  '*  That  all  wool,  the  actual  value 
of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported,  shall  not 
exceed  ten  cents  per  pound -tfhall  be  charged  with 
a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent  ad  valorem,  and  no 
more." 

Mr.  T.  stated  that  the  committee  had  teamed 
that  objections  existed  to  this  part  of  the  bill,  both 
among  the  manufatsturers  and  the  raisers  of  sheep. 
It  appeared  that  a  coarser  wool  was  wanted  than 
any  raised  in  this  country,  for  a  particular  kind  of 
coarse  goods,  (negro  cloths,  d&c.,)  and  that  that 
species  of  wool  may  be  procured  sometimes  for 
eiffht  and  sometimes  as  low  as  six  centsa  pound, 
while  the  lowest  priced  American  costs  twenty- 
five  cents. 
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Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  called  for  the  read- 
ing of  a  memorial  from  GermantoWn  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  it  was  read. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  made  some  remarks 
which  the  reporter  was  not  fortunate  enough  to 
hear  distinctly. 

Mr.  Ingham  advocated  the  amendment.  He 
hoped  this^coarse  wool  would  not  be  excluded 
from  importation ;  it  employed  a  laree  number  of 
additional  spindles,  without  in  the  least  interfer- 
ing with  our  native  products ;  a  million  of  pounds 
were  imported  the  last  year,  chiefly  from  South 
America,  with  which  c6unjlry  it  was  our  inter^t 
to  cherish  a  commercial  connexion,  as  she*  fur- 
nishes a  market  for  many  of  our  manufactures, 
and,  if  &he  can  return  her  native  productions  for 
them,  wiU  continue  and  increase  her  demand.  He 
thought  this  sort  of  wop]  had  better  be  freed  from 
duty  altogether — at. all  events,  it  was  betiec  that 
we  should  import  it  in  a  raw  state  than  in  a  man- 
ufactured form. 

Mr.  Forward  stated  that  large  quantities  of 
wool  were  raised  in  his  district ;  and  he  hadj  at 
first,  been  under  the  impression  that  his  constitu- 
ents would  be  benefited  by  the  item  of  the  bill, 
without  any  alteration  or  proviso ;  but  he  had 
reason  to  change  that  opinion^  and  he  advocated 
the  amendment.  The  Commrttee  on  Manufac- 
tures had,  since  the  bill  was  under  discussion,  ob- 
tained a  mass  of  information  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  sent  up  by  those  about  to  be  afiected  by 
the  various  parts  of  it,  which  had,  on  several 
points,  materially  changed  the  opinions  of  the 
Committee,  and  would  lead  to  motions  for  corres- 
ponding changes  in  the  bill.  The  fine  wool  im- 
ported irom  somepartsofGrermany  competes  with 
our  own ;  but  this  coarse  wool  brought  from 
Smyrna  a^d  South  America  cannot ;  it  is  of  a* 
quite  difierent  quality,  and  may  be  bought  at 
about  nine  cents  a  pound.  He  was  in  favor  of 
eventually  excluding  foreign  wool ;  but  it  must 
be  done  by  degrees.  A  large  and  sudden  dtfty 
will  break  down  the  manufacturer. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  then  rose.'  Hes^id  there  was  a 
character  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the  Union  known 
by  the  name  of  the  New  England  farmer,  whose 
voice  he  wished  might  be  heard,  on  the  present 
question.  When  the  bill  appeared,  he  had  looked 
over  it  with  anxiety  to  see  what  bad  been  done 
for  that  character,  and  he  found  only  two  items 
in  it  to  compensate  him' for  all  the  rest;  these 
were  the  duty  on  wool  and  the  duty  on  tallow. 
As  to  wool,  he  was  sorry  to  hear  that  wool  mean 
enough  could  not  be  raised  in  this  country.  For 
himselfyhe  should  Conclude  that  the  better  the 
wool  the  better  would  be<the  article  made  out  of 
it.  Gentlemen,  whe  understand  manufactures, 
tell  us  that  the  amendment  will  benefit  the  farm- 
er, because  he  cannot  make  wool  mean  enough : 
but  if  you  will  only  protect  the  growth  of  wool 
by  duties,  any  quantity  of  it  can  be  raised,  it  is 
a  product  easily  extended.  The  amount  might 
be  doubled  in  two  years,  and  where  you  raise  fine 
wool  you  raise  coarse  on  the  same  sheep.  Ex- 
clude the  coarse  bad  wool  from  abroad,  and  you 
will  soon  have  a  better  article.    It  is  said  the 


coarse  must  be  imported  because  we  can't  raise 
it ;  but  what  was  said  when  the  duty  on  iron  was 
under  discussion  ?  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania told  us  they  can't  make  it  because  it  sells 
for  only  eighty  dollars  a  ton,  abd  he  wants  to 
raise  the  price  to  $140 ;  but  the  same  argument 
will  apply  to  wool.  There  are  memprials  against 
the  duty,  from  men  who  raise  a  great  many  sheep, 
but  they  are  men  who  own,  at  the  same  time, 
large  manufacturing  establish tnents,  and  take  oa 
them^elve^  the  name  of  farmers,  just  as  another 
class  of  manufacturers  take  upon  them  the  name 
of  merchants.  The  cities  to  the  Eastward  are 
full  of  them.  They  are  capitalists ;  that  is  their 
proper  name.  They  put  their  money  into  what- 
ever will  bring  them  the  best  retqms.  But  these 
were  not  to  be  heard  on  the  interests  of  the  farm- 
er. To  him  this  tariff  is  a  bitter  pill.  Do  give 
him  a  little  gold  on  the  outside,  just  to  cover  it, 
and  take  tiff  some  of  the  bitter  taste.  The  people 
in  his  district  could  niake'carpets  at  their  fireside, 
and  nobody  complained  that  they  could  not  get 
wool  mean  enough.  If  labor  is  to  be  protected, 
let  it  be  protected.  Don't  give  it  a  less  market 
than  it  has  already.  Cities,  we  all  know,  stand 
only  by  commerce.  The  ground  on  which  they 
•stand  is  often  good  for  little.  The  great  city  of 
New  York,  when  the  Dutchmen  first  saw  it,  was 
a  fine  place  to  make  canals  od,  and  that  was  all. 
But  New  York  consumes  200,000  barrels  of  flour, 
and  800,000  are  exported.  The  cities  furnish  a 
market  for  the  farmer.  Can  the  gentleman  from 
Penn:sylvania  conjure  Philadelphia  into  a  Man- 
chester and  New  York  into  a  Birmingham?  Let 
liim  do  it.  Yet  it  was  not  'manufactures  alone 
which  supported  the  farmer.  Fifty  or  sixty  thou- 
sand families  ^ere  occupied  in  the  fisheries — and, 
reckoning  five  for  a  family,  these  amount  to  a 
quarter  of  a  million.  They  all  eat  as  much  as  a 
man  who  attends  a  cotton  jenny,  and  the  jenny 
eats  none.  The  New  England  farmers  and  the 
Pennsylvania  farmers  say  "  let  us  alone,"  except 
so  far  as  your  bill  is  intended  for.  revenue.  This, 
Mr.  L.  insisted,  is  the  l,egitimate  subject  for  con- 
sideration. Gentlemen  had  often  been  asked  how 
the  deficit  in  the  revenue  was  to  be  supplied  ?  It 
must  be  either  by  a  land  tax  or  an  excise.  Will 
gentlemen-  day  they  mean  to  lay  a  direct  tax  ? 
They  wilfsay  no  such  thing;  they' tell  us  it  will 
be  time  enough  to  apply  a  remedy  when  the  dis- 
ease has  grown  desperate.  I%don't  like  this.  One 
object  of  the  Federal  Union  was  to  pay  (he  debts 
of  the  United  States;  the  debts  were  enormous, 
and  this  new  government  was  to  pay  them.'  Now, 
we  are  told,  the  national  debt  is  a  nag^telle.  Why 
is  it  not  paid,  then-?  It  is  not  diminished  any. 
I  would  give  more  for  a  motto  uttered  some  time 
ago,  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  fMr.  Ran- 
dolph,} than  for  all  such  arguments.  "  Pay  your 
debts,"  said  he,  and  his  words  fell  on  my  mind 
with  great  force.  Let  us  pay  first,  and  then  tam- 
per with  the  revenue ;  a  source  of  supply  that 
calls  for  almost  no  expenses  in  its  collection,  and 
always  gives  us  more  than  we  expect.  When  the 
gentleman  made  his  motion  to  strike  off  this  little 
gliding  from  the  pill  be  has  prepared  for  us,  I 
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eoald  ncft  think  him  serioas ;  yet  he  appears  con- 
siderably so — I  bop^  be  may  yet  recant.  His  ar* 
gument  seems  to  be  this — ^we  can't  get,  at  home, 
coarse  wool  at  the  preset  price;  therefore,  let  us 
get  it  from  abroad,  and  not  raise  the  price  when  • 
wool  is  now  about  a  shilling  a  pound.  Sir,  it 
ought  not  to  be  disguised,  that,  now-a-days,  man- 
ufacturers are  every  body,  and  every  body  else  are 
nobody.  This  is  the  case,  espeoially  in  the  State 
i  come  from.  But  is  the  course  they  propose 
practicable  1  They  tan't  do  it;  the  poor  can^t 
protect  themselves  against  the  rich,  against  the 
wealthy  few ;  these  will  supply  what  the  others 
try  to  protect. 

The  cotton  manufactures  in  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio,  are  to  be  protected,  it  seems,  by  an  exclusive 
duty.  Well — exclude  them-*4ind  what  follows  ? 
Why,  the  wealth  of  the  Eastern  capitalists  will 
supply  the  alrticle,  and  undersell  you,  do  what  you 
will.  You  will  compete  with  Boston,  instead  of 
England — ^that  will  be  all  the  sain  to  vou.  ,  Gen- 
tlemen seem  to  speak  at  random.  Do  they  not 
know  that  between  three  and  four  millions  oi  dol- 
lars have  been  invested  in  manufactures  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire — and  'yet,  not  one  of 
these  manafactures  has  urged  a  duty  on  woollen 
or  cotton.  They  know  their  interests  too  .well. 
AIJ  that  you  do  will  only  run  down  the  smiM  es- 
tablishments for  their  advantage.  He  fioped  the 
Committee  woUld  cover  the  pill  with  a  littk 
sweet— 4nd  not,  after  beguiling  the  farmer  by  one 
or  two  lares,  get  him  to  support  the  bill  till  it  is 
too  late  to  oppose  it  and  then  turn  round  and  leave 
him. 

Mr.  Wbioht  ;did  not  doubt  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  had  made  a  very  excellent  speech, 
but  where  he  sat  it  was  almost  impossible  to  hear 
one  word  of  it.  He  took  the  question  now  to  be. 
Whether  we  shall  raise  wool  ourselves,  or  let  for- 
eigners raise  it  foi^us  ?  Whether  we  are  in  a  sit- 
uation to  supply  the  manufactories  with  this  article, 
and,  if  so,  whether  we  shall  draw  the  supply  of  it 
from  abroad  *?  Look,  said  Mr.  W<)  at  tne  policy 
pursued  by  England.  She  lays  an,  impost  duty  of 
eleven  cents  a  pound  on  foreign  wool,  (there  might 
be  some  reduction  on  woollen  rags  intended  to 
make  cloths  to  be  sent  to  the  United  States,)  but 
she  does  not  stop  here ;  she  prolvibits  the  exporta- 
tion of  wool,  or  of  sheep,  under  a  heavy  penalty. 
She  considers  the  woollen  tnanufacture  her  staple 
interest ;  and  they  give  to  their  agriculturists  me 
exclusive  supply  of  their  manufacturers.  So  great 
is  the  anxiety  m  England  to  support  this  manu-* 
facture  thai,  by  a  law,  the  dead  are  obliged  to  be 
baried  in  Woollen,  and  the  first  law  officer  of  t)ie 
Crown  aits  on  a  woolsack  when  presiding  in  the 
House  of  Lords. 

In  France  the  same  policy  is  pursued.  Even 
during  the  Revolution,  while  homes  and  sanctu- 
aries were  pillaged,  and  all  rights  of  property  wan- 
tonly disreearded,  one  thing  was  guarded — ^it  was 
the  national  flock  of  merino  sheep  at  Rambouiliet ; 
this  remained  unharmed  through  all  the  stormy 
succession  of  Governments  that  prevailed  in  that 
country.  Such  were  the  views  of  European  states- 
men on  this  matter.  But  can  we  raise  wool  enough 


in  this  country  for  the  supply  of  our  factories  ? 
Look  at  our  experience  during  the  last  war — ^we 
did  then  raise  enough  to  meet  the  Whole  demand— 
our  flocks  were  multiplied  to  a  vast  extent ;  but 
peace  came — the  Government  refused  protection 
to  the  wool  growers — foreign  wool  was  poured 
into  the  country — the  flocks  were  dissipated — they 
disappeared  ;  part  were  exported  to  other  and 
wiser  countries,  part  were  sent  to  the  shambles. 
And  now  we  are  told  we  can't  raise  enough.  Sir, 
from  information  communicated  by  intelligent 
men,  in  whom  great  confidence  ou^ht  to  be  placed, 
large  quantities  of  American  wool  are  now  wait- 
ing a  market  in  the  neighborhood  of  Philadelphia, 
and  New  York,  and  sonde  in  Boston,  in  whole, 
probably,  equal  to  two  entire  shearings  of  the 
wool  grown  in  those  sections  of  the  country,  if 
not  ereater.  Why  ?  Because  the  manufacturers 
on  the  seaboard  are  merchants  also.  Where  they 
have  five  dollars  in  manufactures,  they  ha  ve  twenty- 
fire  in  coinmerce ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  that  coni- 
iperce,  they  bring  in  the  material  from  abroad. 
iat  is  this  a  policy  for  us  to  pursue?  to  put  down 
all  the  interior  for  a  strip  of  country  sixty  miles 
from  the  Atlantic,  (the  '*  United  States  proper,*' 
of  ap  honorable  gentleman,)  if  that  is  the  real 
policy  intended  by  gentlemen,  let  it  be  avowed — 
let  gentlemen  only  say  so,  and  we  arb  ready  to 
meet  them ;  only  say,  in  plain  words,  to  the  people, 
that  you  intend,  in  all  practicable  cases,  to  prefer 
the  raw  material  from  abroad,  to  that' raised  at 
home,  and  the  people  will  soon  speak  to  you  in  a 
language  that  you  will  not  be  able  to  misunder- 
stand. Laws  are'  not  for  manufactures  alone. 
Tbey  must  be  for  agriculturists  also. 

-In  supportof  a  system  of  gradual  prohibition,  Mr. 
W.  then  proceeded  to  quote  details  trom  the  annual 
sta'tisiical  tables,  from  which  it  appeared  that, 
in  18)7,  while  we  imported  386,985  pounds,  we 
also  exp6rted  39,400  pounds.  In  1822  w^ imported 
1,733.420  pounds,  and  we  exported  none.  Thu^ 
had  the  foreign  wool  supplanted  our  own.  Merino 
wool  has  for  some  time  been  selling  at  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty-two  cents  a  pound,  a  price  at  which 
our  wool  groweps  could  not  si^)ply  the  article 
without  loss ;  but  Ahaerican  fine  wool  can  be  sup- 
plied at  a  profit,  of  a  better  quality  than  the  im- 
ported, at  an  average  price  ox  Ghy  cents  a  pound. 
The  coarse  wool  from  Smyrna  may  be  had  at  ten 
cents.  We  do  not  grow  this  kind  at  all,  and  it 
was  proper  it  should  be  exempted  from  duty.  In 
matters  of  mere  agriculture,  we  may  proceed  with 
rapidity — ^bcrt  not  m  a  product  of  this  description. 
He  believed  that,  in  tour  or  eight  years,  say  six 
years,,  the  country  could  meet  the  demand,  and 
the  prohibition  might  be  total.         '' 

Mr.  Martinoalb  could  not  agree  with  gentle- 
men who  said  that  this  coarse  wool  did  not  come 
in  competition  with  our  own.  ff  it  was  now  used 
where  our  own  Woold  be  used  ;  if  this  were  ex- 
cluded, then,  to  its  whole  extent,  it  does  come  in 
competition  with  ours. 

The  duty  now  proposed,  was  not  a  prohibition. 
The  article  would  still  te  imported,  though  in  less 
quantity.  It  would  operate  moderately,  and  that 
was  just  what  the  agriculturist  wanted.    It  was 
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to  him  we  ought  to  look,  tbroughoat  the  whole  of 
this  bill ;  but  we  could  only  reach  him  through  the 
manufacturer.  Gentlemen  have  shown  great  anx- 
iety lest  the  duty-  should  injure  the  poor.  Mr. 
M.  said  he  also  was  a  friend  and  an  advocate  of 
the  poor ;  but  he  would  aid  them  bv  giving  them 
employment ;  if  the  duty  should,  for  a  time,  in- 
crease ithe  price  of  coarse  woollen  goodsf  it  would, 
in- the  same  proportion,  increase'  the^  employment 
of  the  poor,  who  were  to  buy  them.  But,  whose 
voice  i$  it,  that  speaks  on  this  floor  for  the  poor  ? 
The  voice  of  the  capitalist,  who  owns  large  flocks 
and  large  factories.  He  fears  the  poor— the  poor 
farmer  and  the  poor  manufacturer  may  come  in 
competition  with  himself;  it  is  for  himself  he 
speaks.  Mr.  M.  considered  it  as  a  principle  of 
universal  -  truth  and  application,  that  where  the 
producing  power  exists,  protecting  'duties  will 
cause  the  article  to  be  produced  cheaper  than  be- 
fore. Oentlemen  who  advocate  the  amendment, 
seem  now  to  forget  the  policy  of  EngUnd,  which 
is  to  break  down  our  manufactures  by  every  prac- 
ticable means.  Will  she  regard  this  sn|all  duty  ) 
No ;  she  will  pour  in  her  manufactured  upon  us, 
so  long  as  she  can  sell  them  for  any  thin^  more 
than  the  duty.  It  is  time  to  protect  o'ur  farmers, 
that  they  may  begin  a  system  oi  home  supply.  It  is 
at  the  beginning,  emphatically,  that  this  protection 
is  needed.  Gentlemen  say  we  must  not  tax  coarse 
wool  because* we  cannot  now  supply  the  demand  ; 
but  we  are  supplying  that  demand  with  a  substi- 
tute— we  mix  cotton  in  the  woollen  fabrics,  and 
this  is  a  benefit  to  all  our  Southern  country. 
Surely,  it  is  fair,  that  when  the  manufacturer  asks 
of  the  farmer  to  buy  his  cloth,  the  farmer  shoul^ 
ask  in  return  that  the  manufacturer  will  take  his 
wool. . 

Mr.  Ingham  observed,  that  some  allusion  had 
been  made  to  personal  interests  of  gentlemen  on 
the  subject  under  debate.  With  def^r^nce,  he 
must  deny  the  propriety  of  such  allusions.  All  of 
the  members  have  an  interest,  direct  or  indirect, 
in  what  is  done  here,  whether  they  be  merchants, 
ix|anufacturers,  or  agriculturists,  and  they  werejus^ 
tified  in  presenting  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House  the  several  interests  which  will  be  affected 
by  its  acts.  He  made  this  remark  as  a  general 
one,  and  not  because  he  thought  the  remark  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  fairly  applied  to  him,  when 
he  said  that  there  was  a  combination  of  manufac- 
turers under  the  m^sk  of  Wool  growers.  He  had 
little  or  no  interest  in  the  article  of  wool,  as  he 
owned  bul  a  hundred  Merino  sheep,  which  he  kept 
more  for  amusement  than  profit.  He  thought  it 
the  interest  of  the  consumer  that  the  duty  should 
be  reduced.  The  only  efifeet  of  a  heavy  duty  on 
coarse  wool  would  be,  to  throw  all  who  are  now 
engaged  in  manufacturing  the  raw.  material  into 
coarse  goods,  entirely  out  of  employment,  and  thete 
were  not  le^s  than  ten  thousand  spindles  thus 
occupied?  Were  not  the  farmers  interested  in 
feeding  this  body  of  men  ?  Where  manufactures 
flourish  the  farmers  flourish. 

Mr.  Cambreleno  said,  he  rose  merely,  to  reply 
to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Ingham,)  in  his  rejection  of  the  duty 


on  wool.  He  says,  that  this  inferior  wool  will 
not  be  raised  in  the  country  ;  and,  therefore,  it  is 
not  wise  to  prohibit  the  importation.  Now,  if  this 
is  a  £0od  argument,  why  not  apply  it  to  hemp  ? 
The  Navy  Commissionei's  Cannot  use  the  American 
hemp,  because  il  is  bad;  and  then,  the  gentleman 
says,  lay  on  a  prohibitory  difty.  .  How  can  both 
these  arguments  stand  ?  He  now  says,  if  a  duty 
is  laid  on  coarse  wool,  a  difierent  article  must  be 
substituted.  Jdst  so  his  bill  will  operate  in  the 
article  of  linensr-^it  will  not  lower  the  price  of 
linens,  bgt  will  supply  their  place  by  cottons. 

Mr.  Ingham  replied. — The  gentleman  agrees 
with  me  about  th^  measure  proposed :  is  it  not 
strange  that  he  should  take  this  oocasion  to  find 
out  some  other  point  in  which  we  disagree?  He 
finds  that  some  argument  of  mine  is  at  war  with 
another  argument  brought  forward  on  this  side, 

Shut  which  is  not  mine.)  He  then  assumes  that 
used  it,  and  ne^t  accuses  me  of  inconsistency.  I 
never,  said  any  thing  about  the  h6mp  duty.  The 
honorable  gentleman  seems  kindly  to  assume  opin- 
ions for  me. 

Mr.  Cobb  wished  that  the  question  on  the  two 
parts  of  the  amendment  might  be^  divided. 

The  Chairman  prtnounced  this  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Tracy  then  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  substituting  eight  for  ten  cents,  as  the 
price  at  the  place  whence  imported.    * 

Mr.  McKiM  opposed  this  alteralion. — ^He  said, 
that  no  wool  could  be  purch.ased  so  low  as  eight 
cents — and  he  read -a  statement  of  the  prices  at 
which  the  article  had  been  imported.  He  thought 
the*object  of  the  mover  could  only  be  to  defeat  the 
amendment. 

Mr.'  Tracy  said,  if  no  wool  could  be  purchased 
as  low  as  eight  cents,  he  should  then  doubt  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  amendment  first  proposed-*an  that 
case,  the  •  article  needed  no  exemption.  He  had 
certainly  been  told  by  manufacturers  that  they 
sometimes  bought  it  at  six  cents. 

Mr^  McKiM  expfained.. 

Mr.  McL^NE  believed  that  the  questioQ  was  not 
understood.  If  the  bill  passes,  the  duty  on  the  raw 
material  Will  countervail  the  duty  on  foreign 
goods — the  duty  will  come  on  the  consumer.  This 
article  of  coarse  wool  only  concerns  the  fabric  of 
negro  cloths.  That  jcloth  is^ndw  made  out  of 
wool  ihat  costs' from  ten  to  twenty  cents  a  pound. 
A  high  duty  will  oblige  the  American  manufac- 
turer to  substitute  a  finer  cloth  for  the  coarse  article, 
and  .then  the  foreigner  comes  in  and  supplants 
him.  ^It  U  never  politic  to  tax  a  raw  material, 
unless  to  .encourage  its  growth  at  home.  But  this 
kind  of  wool  is  not  produced  here — so  that,  under 
pretence  of  encouraging  manufactures,  you  deprive 
the  manufacturer  of  the  very  material  on  which 
he  is  to  work.  The  American  faroder  raises  wool 
from  a  iqixed  breed  of  sheep,  and  the  very  coarsest 
of  it  oos'ts  twenty  or  thirty  cents.  But  the  foreign 
is  Iraised  by  the  wandering  shepherds  of  Buenos 
Ayres  and  the  boors  of  Sweden.  The  wool  is 
essentially  inferior.  There  are  other  kinds  of  wool 
raised  amongst  us,  which  ought  to  be  protected — 
the  Merino^  the  common,  and  th^t  of  the  mixed 
breed.    He  would  put  one  fact  to  the  gentleman 


1749 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS, 


1760 


March,  1824. 


The  Tanff  BiU. 


H.  OP  R. 


from  New  York,  (Mr.  Tracy.)  It  has  been  stated 
that  this  coarse  wool  eosts  at  the  outside  twenty 
cents.  There  is  no  wool  raised  here  at  less  than 
twenty-five,  and  the  most  of  it  at  forty  cents. 
From  whence  are  yon  to  get  two  millions  or  pounds 
of  thisjcoarse  wool )  It  would  r^uire  six  hundred 
thousand  sheep,  and  would  take  eiffht  or  nine 
years.  What  bnecomes  of  your  manufacturers  in 
the  meanwhile  ?  They  are  gone :  and^  when  the 
wool  comes,  there  is  nobody  who  wants  it. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said  he  rose  to  make  a  single 
ol»eryatioD,  and-  that  was,  to  Comment  on  the 
singoLar  attitude  of  the  question  before  the  Com- 
mittee. A  questioi^  which  had  changed  the  rela- 
tions of  confederates,  and  now,  plac^  in  array  a 
certain  class  of  agriculturists  with  their  old  friends, 
the  manufacturers.  In'thle  progress  of  the  bill, 
there  had  been  certainly  all  sorts  of  arguments. 
Those  who  had  gone  into  the  bowels  of  tne  earth, 
in  pursuit  of  4  metal  more  precious  than  gold — 
those  who  had  fought  valiantly  in  the'  hempen- 
fields  of  the  West — and,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  did  not 
now  see,  according  to  Ihe  principles  of  the  com- 
promise of  the  bill,  by  which  equivalents  in  difibr- 
ent  quarters  were  to  be  arranged  and  modified, 
why  the  Northern  and  Western  agriculturists 
were  not  also  entitled,'  in  the  general  distribution 
of  the  booty^  to  their  ffolden  fleece.  It  was  'cer- 
tainly amusing  to  perc'eive  how  readily,  when 
convenient,  the  arguments  of  those  opposed  to  Uie 
whole  monopoly  of  the  bill,  could  be  adopte^l  by 
the  gentlemen  advocating  'the  inter^ts  of  the 
manufacturer.  Even  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware, (Mr.  McLAMm)  to  whom,  said  Mr.  H.,  I 
always  listen  with  instruction  and  pleasure,  had 
urgod  in  favor  of  lowering  the  duty  on  raw  wool, 
those  very  reasons  which  oCiight  «be  advanced 
against  the  whole  policy  of  the  tariff.  But  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania^  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  had  employed^ 
for  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  wool,  the  very 
arguments  which  had  been  so  unay.ailingly  en- 
forced for  the  reduction  of  ail  the  other  duties. 
And  now,  when  he  comes  out,  and  ^Y^  that  the 
ver?  duty  reported  t>y  himself  should  be  reduced, 
and  proposes  »n  amendment  to  his  own  bill,  does 
he  not  urge  the  very  argument  which  he  has  pre- 
vioosly  resisted  ?  This  gentleman  has,  through- 
oat,  gone  upon  this  principle:  that  domestic  pro- 
duction will  be  comm^surate  with  foreign  piohi- 
bitien,  but,  as  the  manufacturers  want  wool  on 
the  cheapest  terms,  on.  T^flection,  this  principle 
will  not  apply  to  tnis  raw  material,  %lthouffh  it 
does  to  iron  and  hemp.  I^ow,  said  Mr.  B.,  I 
wish  to  know  why  it  will  not  apply  to  wool. 
When  the  foreign  supply  is  cut  off,  will  not  those 
infinite  creations  of  domestic  production  take 
pkce^  which  the  gentlemen  have  predicted,  in  re- 
lation to  othte  articles?  Mr.  H.  said  he  believed 
that  flocks  of  sheep  could  be  multiplied  with  the 
same  facility  as  iron  forges  and  hemp  factories, 
and  the  argument,  if  worth  any  thing,  applied  as 
well  to  the  former  as  the  latter.  Mr.  H.  said,  he 
confessed  that  he  had  no  interest  in  adjusting  the 
separate  claims  which  conflicting  monopolies 
might  put  in  ;  he  had  risen  to  point  out  an  incon- 


sistency in  the  arguments  of  the  friends  of  the 
bill,  for  ha  might  say  that  in  voting  either  against 
or  in  favor  of  amending  the  section,  he  gave  his 
suffrage  without. bias;  for,  in  whatever  way  the 
duty  on  wool  was  modified,  it  would  be  unimpor- 
to  the  interest  of  those  he  represented';  for,  if  the 
duty  on  the  manufactured  fahric  was  fetained,the 
planter^  of  the.  South  would  make  their  own 
clothing  for  their  flaves)  for  the  raanufkcture  of 
which,  the  materials,  consisting  partly  of  wool 
and  partly  of  cotton,  were  to  be  found  in  abun- 
dance in  the  interior  economy  of  most  of  their 
plantations — a  necessity  to  which  grievous  duties 
would  unquestionably  drive  them.  Mr.  H.  said 
he  could  not  but  be  surprised  at  the  unlooked-for 
moderation  and  eenerosity  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  for  which,  h^  said, 
lie  had  no  doubt  that  gentleman  had  the  beet 
reasons^'although  he  chose  to  keep  them  to  himself. 

Mr.  Tod  observed,  in  reply,  that  he  began  again 
to  have  hopes  of  getting  the  support  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  for  the  whole  bill — for 
all  the  taxes  ^ome  to,  is  this :  tha^  we  will  make 
our  own  manufactures.  But  that  geafleman  is 
mistaken  if  he  supposes  that  the  same  arguments 
apply  to  ^vool  as  to  iron.  The  sheep  which  pro- 
duce this  wool  are  raised  in  a  country  that  is  al- 
ways warm,  and  they  have  a  quite  different  cover- 
ing from  sheep  which  live  in  a  Northern  country, 
or  any  country  where  the  heat  is  interrupted  by  a 
cool  season.  It  is  rather  hair  than  wool^ — and 
though  I  am  friendly  to  manufactures,  I  am  not 
such  a  friend  to  them  as  to  raise*  them  in  spite  of 
nature  herself.  I  shall  not  attempt,  hy  protecting 
dutfes.  to  produce  whale  oil  on  the  top  of  the 
Allegnaiay  mountains. 

The  question  being  taken,  Mr.  Tracy's  amend- 
ment'was  not  agreed  to.  That  of  Mr.  Too  was 
carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  following  items 
were  also  stricken  out: 

«  On  scythes  25  cents  each." 

"On  ffridirons  and  griddles,  20  cents  each." 

"  On  trying  pans,  25  cents  each,"  and  insert  in 
lieu  thereof  ^^4  cents  per  pound." 

To  the  article  laying  a  duty  of  25  cents  per 
gallon  on  linsted  and  hemp  seed  oil,  was  added 
thC' words  "rape  seed"  (oil,)  ' 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

FatDAy,  March  5. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  confirming  the  claims  of ^ the  heirs  of 
Nicholas  Baudin,  and  the  hefrs  of  Joseph  Chas- 
tang  to  certain  tracts  of  land,"  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  same,  and  it  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  oi^  the 
bill  for  amending  the.  several  acts  laying  duties  on 
imports. 
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Mr.  Tod  moved  to  amend  the  fifth  seetion  of 
the  bill  byr  adding  to  that  article  i^hich  lays  a 
duty  on  window  glass,  of-  several  different  sizes, 
the  following  proviso,  (to  prevent  the  law's  lyeing 
evaded,)  viz:  "provided  that  all  window  sIslss 
imported  in  plates  ancat  be  included  in  the  above 
duty."  ^  ^, 

Mr.  Tod  moved  to  add  to  tne  clause  which  lays 
a  duty  "  on  iron,  in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manufac- 
tured, in  whole  or  in  part,  by  rolling,  $1  12  per 
hundred  weight,"  the  following  words,  (for  the 
same  purpose,  of  preventing  the  duty  f^om  being 
evaded,)  •"  on  ploughs  or  sD&re  moulds  a  duty  of 
one  cent  and  a  half  per  lb." 

On  this  motion  some  conversation  took  place 
between  Messrs.  CAmbreleng,  Brown,  Sampord, 
Udree,  and  Cobb. 

The  amendment  was  rejected — ayes  59,  noes  63. 

Mr.  Tod  then  moved  to  add  to  the  clause  con- 
taining a  duty  on  Brussels,  Venetian,  Turkey,  and 
Wilton  carpets  and  '^carpeting,  the  words  "  on  all 
ingrain  carpets  and  carpeting  25  cents  per  square 
yard ;"  which  motion  was  carried^. 

Mr#  Tod  then  movedt  to  add  to  the  clause  lay- 
ing duties  on  nail  rods,  sheet  iron,  and  iron  slit 
and  rolled, 4he  following  words,  "on  pig  iron  75 
cents  per  cwt."  On  this  motion  a  prolonged  and 
desultory  debate  arose,  which  continued  until  past 
four  o'clock. 

The  speakers  in  favor  of  the  motion  were 
Messrs.  Tod,  .Brown,  Stbwart,  Udree;  For- 
ward, and  Garrison. 

Those  in,  opposition  to  the  duty  were  Mes^. 
Cambrelrng,  Reed,  Mercer,  Fuller,  Poin- 
sett, Sterling,  CROwviNSHiELn,  Flo^td,  and 
Foot,  of  Connecticut. 

It  was  advocated,  first,  on  the  general  principles 
of  the  bill,  that  our  own  manufacturers  should, 
wherever  it  was  ptacticable,  be  encouraged  in 
preference  to  those  of  foreign  countries,,  in  order 
to  promote  internal  trade,  and  the  independence 
of  the  country,  and  to  provide  a  resource  in  case 
of  w^r.  The  article  of  iron  is  abundant,  being 
found  in  almost jblU  the  States  of  the  Union;  its 
quality  is  equal  to  that  of  any  in  the  world  ;  pig 
iron  is  its  very  ru4e8t  form  of  manufacture — it 
employs  labor  that  would  otherwise  remain  idle; 
^  duty  has  already  been  laid  on  bar  iron,  which 
will  lead  to  the  importation  of  pig,  unless  that  im- 
portation is  met  by  a  duty  on  pig  also  ;  none  was 
imported  previous  to  1818 ;  in  that  year  one  hun- 
dred tons  were  iinported,  and  the  importation  has 
already  reached  thirty-one  hundred  tons  a  year. 
This  goes  to  keep  the  native  riches  of  the  country 
buried  in  the  earth,  while  foreign  products  and 
industry  are  promoted.  This  is  an  article  that,  of 
all  others,  should  be  encouraged,  because  it  con- 
verts that  which  is  worthless,  (and  won^,)  into 
an  article  of  great  value,  of  general  utility,  and  of 
indispensable  necessity.  No  country  that  produces 
iron  encourages,'  but,  on  the  contrary,  prohibits, 
the  importation  of  the  raw  material ;  and  pig  iroR 
■is  little  else. 

It  was  opposed  on  the  general  ground  that,  in^ 
stead  of  benefiiinff  manufactures,  this  dut3r  went 
to  injure  them.    Pig  iron  is  not  imported  in  any 


very  large  quantity,  and  that  which  is  imported  is 
not  brought  from  abroad  on  account  of  a  lower 
price,  but  of  a  peculikr  quality.  It  is  the  Scottish 
grey  iron,  which  has  a  degree  of  fineness  and 
solidity  which  renders  it  peculiarly  fit  for  small 
castings  used  fn  machinery.  It  must  be  mixed 
with  our  own  iron  for  certaiq  kinds  of  work — we 
have  no  substitute  for  it,  and  the  duty"  is  only  so 
much  laid  on  the  manufacturer ;  so-  that  this  is, 
in  truth,  a  strife  between  manufacturer  and  man- 
ufacturer, and  i\pt  a  question  whether  the  general 
interests  of  manafactures  are  to  be  promoted. 
The  present  duty  is  sufficiently  heavy ;  and  the 
feet  that  Scottish  pig  continues  to  be  imported 
under. that  duty,  shows  that  the  artjple  is  needed. 
For  a  species  of  iron  anal6gous  to  this,  th^  manu- 
facturers of  Massachusetts  send  ail  the  way  to 
New  Jersey,  and  bring  the  raw  ore  400  miles  by 
water, and  40  by  land.  It  is  not  correct  that  Eng- 
lal&d  prohibits  the  importation  of  the  raw  mate- 
rial. She  lays  on  it  a  tax  of  no  more  than  four- 
teen shillings  and  ^ight  pence  sterling  a  ton,  and 
great  quantities  are  siill  imported  into  that  coun- 
try from  Sweden  and  Russia,  although  the  appli- 
cation of  coal  to^meltin^  the  ore  has  led  to  a  vast 
production  of  English  iron.  This  duty  is  not 
needed  by  the  makers  of  pig  iron^  they  are  al- 
ready growing  rich,  while  the  manufacturers  of 
bar  and  bloom  iron  are  growing  poor — the  duty 
will  go  to  increase  the  profits  of  those  already 
thriving,  and  to  add  to  the  burden  of  those  who 
are  about  to  sink :  ks  the  makers  of  pig  iron  have 
already  a  duty  which  gives  them  the  market,  all 
the  duty  now  added  will  only  be  so  much  addc^l 
to  the  price  paid  by  the  consumer.  The  ail- 
ment urged  by  the  friends  of  the  bill>  in  faror  of 
admitting  South  American  and  Smyrna  wool,  will 
apply  equally  to  adiqitting  Scottish  grey  pi|r  iron, 
^pth  are  articles  which  caiinot  be  raised  in  this 
country,  and  yet  are  essential  to  very  valuable 
branches  of  its  manufactures;  and  every  argu- 
ment affainet  the  one,  goes  dually  against  the 
other.  The  New  Jersey  pig  iroo  is  no  sjibstitute — 
Heaven  defend  the  m^rc^iaats  who*have  had  one 
consi^ment  of  it  from  ever  receiving  another — 
especially  if  they  have  the  Scotch  pig  at  the  same 
time  for  sale.  If  you  prevent  the  importation  of 
the  Scotch  metal  in  pigs,  you  will  only  have  it 
imported  in  a  manufactured  form,  which  would 
be»  worse,  on  the  priojciples  of  those  who  would 
lay  this  duty.  Surely,  if  the  manufacturers  of 
Massachusetts  can  afiord  to  go  400  miles  for  the 
raw  ore  from  New  Jersey,  and  make  it  into  pig 
iron  at  their  own  fprnaces,  the  manufacturers  oi 
New  Jersey  cannot  need  the  duty  npw  proposed, 
who  have  the  ore  at  their  door.  The  foreign  pig 
iron  is  used  in  our  foundries  of  cannon.    . 

It  wasreioined,  that  the  quality  of  the  Scotch 
pig  iron  did  not  depend  on  anj  tning  peculiar  in 
the  ore,  but  in  the  manner  of  preparing  it ;  and 
that  the  iron  of  this  country  could  be  so  mixed  as 
to  be  made  either  into  what  is  called  grey  iron,  or 
white,  at  the  will  of  the  ironmaster,  (and  details 
of  the  process  were  given.)  There  was  a  diflTer- 
ence  between  rock  ore  and  bog  ore ;  Che  latter 
was  of  a  finer  tei^tore,  shrank  in  cooling,  and 
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made  a  firm  and  brittle  metal,  fit  for  machinery; 
the  former  swelled  in  coolinff,  was  of  a  coarser 
and  toagher  texture,  and  was  fit  for  bar  iron ;  one 
is  called  red  shear,  the  other  cold  sheat. 

The  argument  that  this  article  was  needed  be- 
cause it  was  imported,  if  urged  againstva  farther 
dut/}  applied .  equally  to  erery  farther  duty,  and 
superseded  not  only  the  whole  bill,  but  all  revisions 
of  the  tariff  at  any  future  ^time.  By  proving  too 
much,  it  proved  nothing.  Its  importatiod  inter'> 
fered,  to  the  whole  extent,  with  our  own  native 
products  and  home  industry.  Admitting  the^  duty 
in  En  eland,  on  pig  iron  imported  there,  to  b^  only 
lis.  8a.,  when  compared  with  tha  price  of  the  arti- 
cle in  England,  it  was,  if  not  absolutely  prohibi- 
tory, at  least  very  nearly  so.  The  quantity  of  iron 
that  swelled  the  amount  imported  into  England, 
from  Russia  and  Bweden,  was^  chiefly  bar  iron. 
The  foreign  pig  iron  cannot  he  needfui  in  making 
cannon.  During  the  war  we  got  none  of  it.  The 
metal,  both  of  the  cannon  and  men  employed  in 
that  contest,  'was  genuine  American.  So  far  is  it 
from  being  necessary  for  cannon, 'that  even  gun^ 
locks  and  masket-barrels  are  made  of 'our  own 


Point  Coupee^  on  certain  conditions ;  which  was 
read  twice,  abd  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
were  referred,  on  the  5th  and  12th  of  January  last, 
memorials  of  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
reported  a  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  of- 
fice in  the  State  of  Missouri;  which  was  read 
twice,  ^and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.'  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili* 
tary  Affairs,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  allow  further  time  to  complete 
the  issuing  and  locating  of  military  land  war- 
rants ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  tou 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen ; 
wnich  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee-of  the  Whole. 

Orderedj  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
3d  instant,  on  a  memorial  of  the  General  Assen^- 
bly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  upon  the  sub- 


iron. 


ject  of  grants,, by  <hat  State,  of  lands  in  Tennes- 
Many  statistical  details  were  given  ia  the  course  i  see;  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  same  day,  the 


of  the  debate. .  The  policy  of  England  was  dis- 
cussed, and  quoted  as  an  example,  especially  in 
the  present  bill,  the  whole  protecting  policy  of 
which  was  insisted  on  %s  being  borrowed  from 
Great  Britain. 

Much  occasional  pleasantry  arose,  and  agreea- 
bly relieved  the  dryness  of  the  debate.  Mr.  Tod 
compared  himself  to  the  man  represented  in  the 
title-page  of  the  Almanac,  stupk  through  on  every 
side,  and  in  every  part  of  his  body ;  and.  in  reply' to 
an  intimation  that,  as  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee he  ought  to  have  been  acquainted  with  Certain 
facts  of  a  statistical  and  ffeographical  kind,  with 
which  he  did  not  seem  fa  miliary  replied,  that  to 
fight  an  enemy,  and  beat  them  too,  it  was  not 
needful  to  know  all  the  nani^^  of  his  captains  and 
colonels,  and  of  the  rank  and  file  that  made  up 
his  army.     ' 

The  qqestion  being  put  on  Mr.  Tod^s  amend- 
ment, laying  a  duty  on  pig  iron,  it  was  decided 
ID  the  negative — ayes  79,  noes  111.  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  duty  of  twenty-five 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,  "  on  printmg  types,''  was 
stricken  out. 

He  further  proposed  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent, 
ad  valorem  ^'  on  oil  cloth  carpeting,  and  oil  cloth 
of  every  description,^'  but,  on  an  intimation  from 
Mr.  Cambreleng,  that  a  specific  duty  would  be 
preferred  by  the  manufacturers,  agreed  to  with- 
draw his  motion  for  the  present. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Saturday,  March  6. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic hmdi,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  19th  of 
Jaoaarr  last,  a  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  reported  a  bill  granting 
a  tract  of  land  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of 


resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  on  the  saitae  subject,  presented  on 
the  26th  January  last,  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideratioii  of  the  said  resolutions, iind  that  they  be' 
lajd  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  .to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  to  re- 
fund Qeorge  Fisher  a  sum  of  money  improperly 
paid  by  him  to  the  re<;eiver  of  public  moneys  at 
St.  Stephen's.  • 

TllE  TARIFF  BUL. 

« 

.  The  House  then  .resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  The 
Tariff  Bil\,  being  the  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday, was  again  takeo  up  for  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  bill  was  amended 
by  inserting  a  new  line,  laying  a  duty  of  thirty 
per  <cent.,  ad  valorem,  upoa  ''oil  cloths  and  'Oil 
cloth  carpeting."  t>n  his  -motion,  also,  the  bill 
was  amended  by  striinng  out  the  line  imposing 
a  duty  of  *''  ten  cents  per  pound  on  Prussian  blue." 
On  his  motion,  the  bill  was  further  amended  by 
raising  the  proposed  duty  <'  on  currantb  and  figs'' 
from  three  cents  to  four  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  Brbck  then  moved  to  amend  the/ollowing 
ctause:  ''On  all  manufactures,  not  herein  speci- 
fied, of  cott6n,  silk,  flax,  or  hemp,  or  of  which 
eith^  of  these  materials  shall  be  a  component 
part,  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum,  ad  valo- 
rem," by  striking  out  therelrom  the  word  "  silk." 

Mr.  Bregk  supported  his  motion  by  a  few  re- 
marks, to  show  that  we  could  not,  at  present,  hope 
to  do  much  in  the  raisins  of  silkworms  and  man- 
ufacture of  silk ,  and'  that,  therefore,  being  an 
artide  very  much  wanted  in  the  country,  and 
which  we  cannot  produce,  this  duty  ought  not  to 
be  levied  upon  it. 

Messrs.  Cambreleng,  Livinqston,  and  Reed, 
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of  Massachusetts,  also  supported  the  proposed 
amendmeDt,  and  Messrs.  Tod,  Wrigbt,  3a>nd- 
>,  and  Trimble  opposed  it.    On  the  question 


PORD, 


bein^  taken,  the  amendment  was  rejected,  WithoiA 
diyision.  , 

Mr.  McEiH  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by^ 
striking  out  the  following  line;  "on  tallow,  four 
cents  per  pound."  At  the  request  of  Mr.  B*atlie8, 
however,  the  motion  was  withdrawn  until  further 
information  on  the  subject  should  be  laid  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  insert  a  new  line  in  the 
bill  to  levy  a  duty  of  ^  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem', on  millstones,  and  all  articles  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  millstones."  This  amendment 
was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Mercer  and  Mallary, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Ton  and  McKim;  and* it 
was  then  rejected. 

Mr.  Baylies  then  moved  to  amejad  the  bill,  by 
raising  the  proposed  duty  on  "  Epsom  salts,'^  from 
three  to  four  ^ents  per  pound.  •  Messrs.  Baylies 
and  Tod  spoke  in  f^vor  of  it. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  expressed  his  wish 
that  the  amendment  mi^ht  prevail.  He  observed^ 
that  considerable  quantities  of  Epsom  salts  were 
now  manufactured  in  his  vicinity — that  it  could 
be  manufactured  to  any  extent  on  the  whole  sea- 
coast,  and  wherever  there  is^sak  springs — that  the 
price  would,  without  doubt,  be  reduc^.  He  fur- 
ther stated  that  the  duty  on  Glauber  salts  was  of 
little  consequence,  because,  that,  owing  to  the 
manufacture  of  that  article  in  his  vicinity^,  the 
price  had  been  .reduced  to  less  than  one-third  of 
the  price  formerly  paid.  He  had  no  doubt  that  a 
great  abundance  or  the  article  in  question  would 
be  manufactured,  and  the  price  would  be  reduced. 
He  judged,  from  what  had  been  done  by  the  man- 
ufacturers of  Glauber  salts,  who  would  now  man- 
ufacture Epsom  salts  also  in  the  same  manufacto- 
ries; that  we  coijld  suffer  no  inconvenience  from 
increasing  the  duty  from  three  to  four  cents  per 
pound. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  * 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  moved  that  all  the  third 
section  of  the  bill  be  stricken  out — ^it  is  as  follows : 
''  From  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  1824, 
to  the  duties  on  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, herein  before  mentioned,  or  any  other,  there 
shall  be  added,  and  shall  bexoUected  and  paid,  tlie 
full  amount  of  such  bounty  or  premium,  or  allow- 
ance in  nature  thereof,  as,  on  the  exportation  of 
similar  articles,  may  be  gi^en,  paid,  or  allowed, 
in  the  country  or  place  from  which  the  same  shall 
be  exported,  or  in  the  country  or  place  wherein 
the  same  shall  be  produced  or  manufactured; 
which  shall  be.  calculated  and  ascertained,  under 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall,  from  time  to  time,  fix  and  pre- 
scribe." 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion, 
in  the  course  of  which  Messrs.  Forsyth,  Foot 
of  Connecticut,  Webster,  P.  P.  Barbour,  and 
Mercer,  spoke  in  favor  of  striking  out  the  sec- 
tion, principally  on  the  ground  that  the  addition 
of  the  bounty  allowed  in  the  foreign  country,  to 
the  duties  levied  on  the  imported  article,  is  an 


infringement  of  that  part  of  our  Treaty  with 
Great  Britain  which  provides  that  no  higher  duty 
shall  be  laid  on  goods,  imported  from  that  conn- 
try,  than  on  the  same  articles  from  any  other 
country.  The  motion  to  strike  bat  the  section 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Too,  and,  \^thout  taking 
the  question — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  C5ommittee  rose. 
.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Baylies,  the  /nemorials  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Kentucky  and  New  Bed- 
ford, in  Massachusetts,  praying. for  an  increase 
of.  duty  on  imported  tallow,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  memorials  of 
the  tallow  chandlers  and  soap  boilers  of  Boston, 
remonstrating  against  an  increase  of  ihe  duty  on 
imported  tallow,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 


Monday,  March  8.^ 

Mr.  Burleigh  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
merchants  oPthe  district  of  Kennebunk,  in  the 
State  of  Maine,  praying  to  be  paid  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  spoliations  upon  their  lawf^il  commerce 
by  Frei\ch  cruisers,  bet«lreen  the  years  1793  and 
IBOO;  their  claims  on  France  having  been  relin- 
quished hf  the  Convention  of  1800 ;  .or  that  their 
rights  and  remedies  against  France  may  be  re- 
stored to  themrf— Referred. 

Mr.  Breck  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Society  for  promoting  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  tor  the  relief  of  free  negroes  unlawfully 
held  in  bondage,  and  for  improving  the  condition 
of  the  African  race,  praying  Congress  to  adopt 
measures  for  the  total  abolition  of  slavery  within 
the  District  of  Columbia — Referred. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  ^a  remonstrance  of  sundry 
inhalbitants  of  the  city'  of  Washington,  against 
the  alterations  in  the  form  ^  government  of  the 
District  of  Columbia^  as  proposed  by  the  bill  now 
pending  in  this  House,  to  provide  for  the  govern- 
ment ol  said  District.- 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  similar  remonstrance 
from  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  county  of  Al- 
exandria. • 

Mr.  Kent  also  presented  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  magistrates,  sitting  as  a  Levy  Court,  for  the 
oounty  of  Alexandria,  in  said  District,  disappro- 
batory of  the  change  proposed  to  be  made  in.  the 
government  of  said  District. 

Ordertdy  That  the  said  remonstrances  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
which  the  s^id  bill  is  Committed.  ..- 

Mr.  Call  presented  a  petition  of  sun  dry 'inhabi- 
tants of.  East  Florida,  praying  that  a  tribunal 
may  be  established  by  Congress  to  determine  the 
riffht  to  certain  negroes  claimed  by  Indians; 
which  was  referred  xto  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  presented  a  petition  of 
Charles  Augustus  Dale,  in  behalf  the  heirs  .of 
Robert  Fulton,  deceased,  stating  that  a  decision, 
fiven  at  the  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
IJnited  States,  now  sitting  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, has  entirely  destroyed  all  tne  right  of 
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property  which  the  heirs  and  representatives  of 
the  said  Pulton  possessed  in.  the  invention  and 
application  of  the  power  of  steam  to  propel  boats 
or  vessels ;  that  bis  heirs  are  now  destitute  of  the 
means  of  support ;  and  praf  ing  such  relief  in  the 
premises  as  to  Congress  ipay.seem  equitahle  and 
just ;  which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  MoIjAi|E,of  Delaware,  from  the^C^mmittee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  tf  bill  for  the  relief 
of  George  Fisher;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  LivinoeTON,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  tiie  petition  of  sundry  aliens,  (by  leave 
of  the  House;)  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  respecting 
aliens ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of 'the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committed  on  Mill- 
taity  Affiiirs,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  Hu^orizing  the' President  of  the 
IJoited  States  to  direct  sales  to  be  made,  from 
time  to  time,  of  such  arms,  ammunition,  and  miK 
itary  stores,  as  are  not  wanted,  or  are  unfit  for 
pabiic  service^  made  a  report,  aecpmpanied  by  a 
bill,  to  authorize  the  sale  ot  unserviceable  ord- 
nance, arms,  and  military  stores ;  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  iaid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of.  the  Treasury,  communica- 
ting the  information  required  by  a  resolution  of 
this  House,  of  the  12th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  lands 
purchased  on  behalf  of  the  United  States;  which 
report  was  iaid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cookb,  th^B  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  eipediency  of  amending  an  act,  entitled  *^An 
act  to  prpvide  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public 
acconnts,"  approved  the  3d  of  March.  1817,  so  as 
to  reduce  the  number  of  auditors,  or  accounting 
officers  of  the  Grovernment. 

On  motion  of  MrOo^KS,  the  Cpmmittee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  prohibiting^  by  law,  the  employ* 
meot  of  any  person,  except  a  citizen  of  the  .'United 
States,  in  any  of  the  Departments  of  the  Gov- 
erament. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Buhtoh,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  erecting  a  buoy  at  ^he  mouth  of  Scup- 
pernong  river,  in  Albemarle  Sound;  and,  also, 
a  floating  light  on  the  long  shoal  in  Pemptico 
Sound.  .  -      . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  what  further  legislative  provis- 
ions are  fit  and  necessary  to  cany  into  effect  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  March 
3,  1817, entitled  "An  a/Bt  to  amend, the  act  au- 
thorizing the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed,  while  in  the  military  service  of  ttte 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  the 
9(h  oi  AprU,  1816,  and  that  said  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otiierwise.  Mr.  Tracy, 
Mr.  Haydem,  Mr.  Marvin.  Mr.  Livinostoh,  Mr. 
DwiGBT,  Mr.  Nbale,  and  Mr.  Lbtoher,  were 
appointed  the  committee.. 
On  motioBi  of  Mr.  Moors,  of  Alabama,  the 


Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  ap- 
propriation adequate  to  the  repair  of  the  post  road 
leading  from.  Nashville  to  New  Orleans,  usually 
called  ''  the  Military  Road." 

A  Message  was  Received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  representing  the  necessity  ofan 
act  of  Congress  to  legalize  the  acts  of  James 
Miller,  as  Governor  of  the  Teititorv  of  Arkansas, 
from.the  3d  of  March,  1823,  to  3d  January,  1823, 
he  having,  through  a  mistaxe,  acted,  during  that 
time,  wiAout  A  re-nomination  by  the  President, 
and  re-appointment  by  the  Senate,  (which  was 
remedied  as  soon  as  discovered.)  Referred  to 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  following  bills  were  received  from  the 
Senate,  and  referred :  ''An  act  to  change  the  terms 
of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Kentucky  district.; "  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Andrew  Mitchell,  de- 
ceased 'f  ''  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an 
act  for  the  establishment  of  a  turnpike  company 
in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  tne  District  of 
Columbia;''  ''An  act  authorizing  the  register  of 
the  land  office  for  the  western  district  of  Louisi- 
ana to  .report  upon  certain  land  claiips  within  the 
said  district  $ "  "An  act  to  enable  the  holders  of 
French,  British,  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands  with- 
tn  that  part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  situate  to 
the  east  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  island  of  New 
Orleans,  which  have  not  been  recognised  by  the 
Qovernment  of  the  United  States,  to  mstitute 
proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thereof.'' 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then,  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  hill  to  amend  the 
several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted on  Saturday,  hj  Mr.  Forsyth,  to  strike 
out  the  third  section  ol  the  bill,  which  is  .in  the 
following  wprd^ : 

**  That  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one 
thonsand  eight  hundred  and  twenty -four,  to  the  duties 
on  all  g6odt,  wares,  and  merchandise,  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  or  any  other,  there  shall  be  added,  and 
shall  be  colleeted  and  paid,  4he  fall  amount  of  eueh 
bounty  or  premium,  or  allowance  in  nature  thereof, 
as,  on  the  ej^portation  of  similar  articles  may  be  given, 
paid,  or  allowed,  in  the  county  or  place  from  which 
the  same  shell  be  exported,  or  in  the  country  or  place 
wherein  the  same  shall  be  produced  or  manufactured ; 
which  shall  be  calcalated  and  ascertained  under  such 
rules  and  regulations,  ai  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  fix  and  prescribe.*' 

The  debate  of  Saturday  was  renewed,  and  con* 
tinued  till  past  4  o'clock. 

The  motion  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  For- 
syth, Ranoolpb,  P.  P.BabbouR;  Fuller,  BaRt- 

.LETT,  Robs,  MBRCERyLlVERMORfi,  CaMBRELENO, 

Stevenson,- and  Foot  of  Connecticut;  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Clay,  Stewart,  Bnd  Ton — the 
latter  two  of  whom  offered  amendments,  which 
were  not  agr^d  to,  and  the  clause  was  finally 
stricken  out.  ^ 

The  ground  tiken  by  those  who  spoke  in  favor 
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of  striking  out  this  section  pf  the  bill  was,  that  its 
operation  will  be  a  direct  infringement  of  oar 
treaty  with  Qreat  Britain  of  1815.  That  treaty 
expressly  provides  thfit  articles  imported  into  this 
country  from  Britain  shall  be  charged  with  no 
more  duty  than  those  coming  from  other  coun- 
tries. But  as  England  grants  to  her  exporters  a 
boupty  on  certain  articles  on  which  other  coun- 
tries grant  none,  and  this  section  proposes  to  in- 
crease in  all  cases  our  duty,  by  the  amount  of  the 
bounty  granted  in  the  country  from  whence  the 
goods  are  imported,  its  operation  will.  In  fact,  be 
to  charg^  such  jSt^lish  goods  with  a  nisher  duty 
than  articles  of  the  same  kind  brought  from  else- 
where ;  and  it  will  therefore  break  Uie  treaty,  and 
compromit  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  nation. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  that  the  principle  of  this 
section  being,  like  that  of  the  rest  of  tbe  bill,  to 
protect  the  domestic  industry  of  this  couolry,  by 
preventing  the  foreign  article  to  be  brought  into 
the  market  at  such  a 'price  as  to  destroy  our  own 
manufacturer,  that  object  could  never  be  attained, 
abd  the  whole  bill  must  be  rendered  nugatory,  if 
a  bounty  granted  by  a  foreign  nation  on  th6  ex- 
portation of  its  commodities  might  not  be  met  by 
an  equivalent  6uty  here.  It  was  well  known  that 
Eiifflaad  grants  bounties  for  the  express  purpose 
of  forcing  her  goods  into  foreign  markets ;  and  if 
the  objection  to  this  section  i^i  the  bill'  is  held 
valid,  she  will  still  be  enabled  to  do  so  with 
respect  to  this  country. 

But  it  is  not  valid.  In  that  article  of  the  treaty 
which  this  section  of  (he  bill  is  said  to  violate, 
two  objects  were  intended.  The  .first  was  to  se- 
cure a  perfect  reciprocity  between  the  two  nations, 
with  respect  to  their  navigation.  Preferences  had 
previously  been  given,  both  by  France  and  Eng- 
land, which  threatened  altogether  to  deprive  Ame- 
rica of  the  carr)ring  trade ;  which  course  of  things 
led  to  the  adoption  of  what  has  been  called  toe 
American  policy  on  this  subject — a  policy  which 
has  proved  completely  triumphant,  and  has  brought 
both  England  and  France  to  terms.  But  this  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  leaves  this  reciprocity  untouched, 
for  no  difference  is  made  in  oar.  dulies,  whether 
merchandise  is  imported  in  British  or  in  American 
bottoms. 

The  second  object  aiAeld  at,  in  the  article  of 
the  treaty  alluded  to,  was  to  secure  to  British 
goods  an  entrance  into  our  country  on  as  good 
terins  as  thos%  of  any  other  nation ;  nor  does  this 
section  make  any  discrimination  to  their 'preju- 
dice; its  provisions  are  general,  no  more  directed 
against  the  goods  of  one  country  than  another. 
It  adds  the  amount  of  all  foreign  bounties  to  the 
duty  on  those  goods  on  which  th^  bounty  is  grant- 
ed ;  and  ii^  in  consequence  of  this  general  meas- 
ure of  self-defence,  British  goods  have  more  duty 
to  pay  than  Frencli,  it  is  not  the  result  of  cmr  le- 
gislation, but  of  her  own,  and  when  two  parties 
make  a  contract,  no  act  of  one  of  them  is,  of 
itself,  to  constitute  a  violation  of  the  contract  by 
the  other  party. 

To  this,  it  was  rejoitied,  that  the  increase  of 
duty  in  that  case  was  lb  be  attributed  to  onr  act 
of  legislation,  and  not  to  that  of  England,  for  it 


was  our  act  that  added  the  amount  of  her  bounty 
to  our  duty,  and  thereby  caused  her  goods  to  pay 
more  than  those  of  her  neighbor,  a  thing  we  ex- 
pressly promised  by  the  tr^ty  not  to  do.  Britain 
has  a  right  to  gratat  what  bounties  she  will.  That 
is  her  own  affair ;  a  part  of  her  municipal  regula- 
tions; a  thing  between  her  people  and  her  Gov- 
ernment. It  was  We  who  now  interfere,  and  make 
her  municipal  regulations  a  part  of  our  law,-  and 
found  duties  on  them,  contrary  to  the  treaty. 

As  to  the  policy >  of  meeting  her  bounties  by 
countervailii^g  duties,  it  is  a  question  from  whicn 
we  are  precluded,  because  we  have  already  bound 
ourselves  not  to  Uix  her  goods  more  than  those  of 
others,  who  ^rant  no  boanties.  Tbis  may  be  in- 
convenient, It  may  have  been  iAipolitic;  we  have 
done  so,  and  we  must  abide  by  our  agreement. 

A  case  was  put,  on  the  one  side,  suppose  Britain, 
when  this  law  passes,  makes  a  certain  article  on 
which  she  grants  no  bounty,  and  we  receive  that 
artijKle  at  a  certain  duty,  the  same  as  is  paid  by  a 
French  article  of  the  same  kind — here  she  is  on  an 
equal  footinff  with  France,  She  afterwards  grants 
a  bounty,  which  raises  her  duty  in  our  ports.  Is 
that  increase  to  be  charged  to  us  ?  Is  it  any  thing 
but  her  own  act?  Can  her  subsequent  act  con- 
strue our  act  into  an  offence?  It  was  answered^ 
yes,  because  our  act  anticipated  such  a  case,  and 
had  a  prospective  reference  tQ.it,  and  is  therefore 
as  much  chargeable  on  us  as  if  it  bad  been  done 
after  and  not  before  the  case  occurred.  It -was 
said  further,  that,  if  this  act  placed  England,  with 
respect  to  any,  bountied .  article,  on  less  favorable 
terms  than  Frapce,  her  remedy  was  either  Ho  re- 
peal her  bounty,  or  to  apply  to  France  to  lay  one; 
our  law  had  impartial  respect  to  both. 

It  was  replied  that  these  bounties  were  usually 
granted  to  make  up  for  some  disadvantage,  real  or 
supposed,  between  the  country  which  granted  them 
and  other  countries.  The  bounty,  therefore,  only 
placed  the  two  countries  en  a  level  as^they  came 
to  our  ports ;  and  if  we  t;harffed  one  more  than 
the  other,  we  created  an  inequality  that  we  did  not 
find ;  and  we  did  that  very  thing  which,  by  the 
treaty,  we  had  engaged  npt  to  do. 

It  was  again  argued,  that,  to  forbid  these  coun- 
tervailing duties,  was  against  the  equity  of  the 
treaty.  Every  i^greement  ought  to  bind  both  par- 
ties ;  but  granting  bounties  was  an  act  of  one  party 
only,  and  an  act  by  which  she  could,  at  pleasure, 
affect  the  interest  'of  the  other  party,  under  the 
treaty.  It  was  answered,  that  the  granting  of 
bounties  Was  an  independent  right,  that  existed 
anterior  to  the  treaty,  and  was  recognised  by  the 
treaty — it  existed  in  botn  parties — ^it  was  no  novelty 
in  England,  having  been  practised  for  a  century, 
and  before  out  man&fectures  had  an  existence ;  it 
was  not  granted  to  the  manufacturer  but  to  the 
exporting  merchant,  to  encourage  the  commerce 
and  extend  the  navigation  of  England,  and  not  to 
destroy  our  pianufacturers.  It  was  rejoined  thai 
the  quo  onimo  with  which  it  might  have  been  done, 
was  of  no  consequence— its  actual  operation  was 
to  destroy  them.  The  object  of  the  treaty,  it  was 
urged,  was  to  do  no  more  than  put  Britain  On  an 
equality  with  other  nations  in  tfae^admission.  of  ker 
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goods  to  this  cooDtr3r — but  the  striking  out  of  this 
seetioD  would  go  farther  than  this,  and  put  her  on 
a  better  footing  than  other  countries  wbieh  gave 
no  boQDty. 

It  was  answered  that  the  advantage  was  not  de* 
rived  from  us,  but  from  causes  unconnected  with 
our  system  of  duties.  That  we  could  not  equalize 
nations,  except  in  the  iiuties  they  paid  us,  and  this 
we  had  expressly  bound  ourselves  to  do  towards 
Britain,  and  we  must  keep  o.or  word. 

The  amendment  offered  to  the  section  went  to. 
give  it  a  prospective  operation;  but  this  was  op- 
posed, on  the  ground  "tirst  taken,  that,  whether  pro- 
spective or  not;  it  would  be  dually  our  act.  and 
^ualky  a  violation  of  the  treaty;  the  woras  of 
which  expressly  referred  to  acts  which  should  be 
passed  in  future,  as  well  as  those  which  should  then 
be  in  existence.  There  were  only  six  bounties  now 
leA  in  England,  most  of  the  others  having  taken 
the  form  of  drawback.  These  were  granted  on 
beer,  cordage,  sailcloth,  plate,  silk,  and  sugar,  and 
their  object  was  to  repay  the  duty  which  had  been 
paid  on  the  same  articles  when  imported  under  a 
differ<:nt  form. 

The  section  applied  but  to  one  of  these,  viz : 
that  on  sailcloth  or  canvass,  (which  includes  cot- 
ton bageing,)  and  evcga  in  relation  to  this  it  is  use- 
less, as  Britain  can  at  once  evade  it  by  ohanging 
the  name  of  the  bounty  into  a  drawback*  To 
bring  the  case  home,  it  was  asked,  whether,  if  the 
United  States  should  grant  a  bounty  to  encourage 
ihe  manufacture  of  pot  and  pearl  asnes,  w^  should 
think  that  Britain  misht  lay  a  heavier  duty  on  our 
pot  ashes  than  on  tb»  from  Russia  ? 

It  was  said,  on 'the  otber  side,  that  bounties, 
though  sometimes  given  by  England  to  foster  navi- 
gation, sometimes  to  promote  commerce,  and  some- 
times to  equalize  natural  disadvantages,  were,  for 
the  most  part,  intended  to  force  a  market  for  her 
commodiues,  in  instance  of  which  the  bounties  on 
glass  and  od  silk  were  quoted. 
««•  To  this  it  was  replied,  that,  resisting  h^r  liounty 
would  not  necessarily  protect  our  manufactures } 
and  if  it  would,  some  of  these  bounties  were  on 
manufactares  which  we  did  not  know,  and  could 
not,  for  half  a  century,  possess;  such  as  those  of 
silk  and  of  linens ;  in  relation  to  which  this  law 
would  only  operate  as  a  bounty  to  the  French  and 
German  manufacturers.  The  answers  of  the  Brit- 
ish Board  of  trade  to  queries  proposed  by  the  Loids 
of  the  Treasury,  contained  an  expose  of  the  Brit- 
ish policy  in  relation  to  bounty  and  drawback  f 
and  showed  they  meant  to  ct>mpensate  the  duty 
paid  on  the  importation  of  the  raw  material,  used 
in  the  exported  article. 

The  question  was  taken  suocessiveiy*  on  Mr. 
Stbwabt^b  and  Mr.  Ton's  amendments,  and  lost. 
It  was  then  put  on  striking  oui  the  3d  section 
of  the  bill,  and  carried— ayes  114,  noes  66. 
And  then  the  Committee  ro6e« 


TuESBAY,  March  9. 

Mr.  Writtlebey,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  aoade  'a  report  on  the  petition  of  Landie 
Richardson,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
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which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  FtoYD  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table,  for  consideration,  on  to-morrow,  viz: 

Henlved,  That  tho  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  Hoase  the 
•ccoonis  of  all  the  Generals  of  the  Army ;  likewise,  of 
the  Inspectors  General,  the  Adjutant  General,  the 
Chiefr  of  the  Engineer  and  Ordnance  Gorpe,jind  the 
Burgeon  General,  for  the  two  years  preceding  the  30ih 
of  September  last;  showing  the  amoont  of  money 
paid  to  each,  andir  the  difierent  heads  of  pay  proper, 
brevet  pay,  rations,  single  and  doable,  fael,  straw, 
quarter^  transportatien,  and  all  other  extra  and  con- 
tingent allowapccs,  as  well  aa  the  amoan(  paid  for 
rations,  pay,  and  clothes ^/or  servants, 

Mr.  Cooke  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  vb : 

Kesoivedf  That  the  'Piesident  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  House  the  names  of  all 
the  officers  of  the  Army,  who  have  been  brsvetted, 
stating  their  lineal  rank  and  brevet  rank,  when  bra- 
vetted,  and  the  amount  of  money  paid  to  eaeh,  on  ac- 
count of  his  brevet  rank,*  and  when  paid. 

Mr.  Sibley  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Reeohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  Instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  placing  oathe  penstoa  roll,  under  snch  restrictions 
as  thooe  who  served  nine  months,  that -class  of  soldiers 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  who  served  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  eight  months,  commencing  in 
the  Spring  of  the  yetir  aeventeen  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-five, who  are,  or  hereafter  may,  by  reason  of  re- 
duced cireumstances  in  life,  be  in  need  of  assistants 
from  their  coOntry  for  support. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and'  disagreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  Bbeck  submitted  the  foUowiog  joint  resoi- 
lution : 

Reeohedy  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of'Repre»enta» 
tivee  of  the  united  States  a/  America  in  Cmtgreee 
aeeemiied,'  That  the  President  of  the  Untied  States 
be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorised  to  procure  from  Rem- 
brandt Peale,  of  Philadelphia,  a  portrait  of  Washmto- 
TOir,  to  be  placed  in  the  (Japitol :  Provided,  the  same 
can  be  ob'tained  for  a  sum  not  exceeding dollars. 

The  resolution  was  read  the  first  time. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of 
lands  conveyed  to  the  United  States,  in  ceruin 
cases,  and  for  other  purposes,  be. recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary ;  and  that  the  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  received 
yesterday,  in  relation  to  land^  purchased  on  be- 
naif  of  the  United  States,  be  also  referred  to  the 
same  committer. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  anprcpriations  for 
the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year  1824. 

A  desultory  debate  on  several  o(  the  items  of 
this  bill  occupied  the  House  till  past  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournment. 

The  blank  in  the  eighth  line,  for  compensation 
to  the  Senaters  and  Members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  their  officers  and  attendants,  dbc., 
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was  filled  with  the  sum  of  9265,140.    That  in  the 
tenth  and  eleventh  lines,  with  "  19lh  January." 

In  the  fourteenth  line,  for  the.  ^^  qontineeat  ex- 
penses of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress/*  the  word 
''sixty"  was  substituted  for  "fifty-eight,"  and  an 
item  of  $3,000  was  added  to  the  bill  to  provide 
for  extra  services  in  the  Land  Office,  (in  the  em- 
ploy men  t  of  clerks  to  fill  up  military  land  warrants, 
twenty. thousand  of  which  are  in  arrear,.some  for 
purchases  made  seven  years  since.) 

Several  attempts  were  made  to  amend  different 
items  of  appropriation,  which,  after  much  desultory 
discussion,  were  not  successful. 

The  members  who  engaged  in  the  debate,  or 
rather  in  the  multiplied  inquiries  and  explana- 
tions which  necessarily  arise  on  a  bill  of  this  de- 
scription, were  Mr.  McLane,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  in  troduced  the 
bill,  Messrs.  Cocitfi,  Trimble^  TAYLoa,  S.  Wood., 
Forsyth,  Aakkin,  Cook,  Little,  Wright, 
,  DwiGHi;,  Cobb,  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  Tucker, 
and  Sibley. 

The  items  which  occasioned  the  most  discussion 
were,  the  additional  aid  in  the  Land  Office,  the 
salary  of  a  clerk  for  the  Attorney  General,  (whose 
existence  became  a  matter  of  inquiry,)  that  of 'a 
reporter  for  the  Supreme  Court,  the  clause  for 
extra  clerk  hire,  newspapers,  and  books,  in  the 
Department  of  State,  and  that  for  the  erection  of 
8  courthouse  in'  Charleston,  South  Carolimi,  for 
the  courts  of  th^  United' States. 

Having  proceeded  in  the>  bill  as  far  aft  this  last 
item,  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


'   Wednesday,  March  10. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  made 
ateport  on  the  petition* of  David  Cooper,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  n  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred, 
reported  a  bill  concerning  the  distribution  qf  arras 
to  the  militia,  accompanied  by  a  detailed  report ; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  th«  Whole. 

The  joint  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Breck,  (i-n  relation  to  Peale's  portrait  or  Wash- 
ington,) was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole; 

The  resolntions  yesterday  offered  by  Messrs. 
Floyd  and  Cocke,  ^in  relation  to  the^  brevetted 
officers  in  the  Army,)  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sloane,  by  leave  of  the  House,  presented 
a  memorial  of  the  General  As&embly  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  upon  the  subject  of  the  lands  &et  apart  in 
that  State  for  the  support  of  schools;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  f Mr  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  in  the  Chair,) 
on  the  bill  "making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  Qovernment  for  the  year  1824." 

Mr.  McLame,  of  Delaware,  withdrew  the  amend- 


ment offered  by  him  yesterday,  respecting  the 
court  room  of  tne  United  States,  in  Charleston, 
in  order  that  the  entire  subject  of  providing  ac- 
commodations for  the  United  States' courts  in  the 
several  States  might  be  submiUed  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary.  «>  '    . . 

On  motion  ef  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  the 
298th,  299th,  and  300th  lines  of  the  bill,  which 
are  in  the  words  following-:  "  For  erecting  the 
eastern  portico  of  the  Capitol,  ^^^  completing  the 
interior  of  the  building,  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,"  were  stricken  out,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
CuflUMAN,  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,)  the  following  was  substituted  : 

For  continuing  the  work  on  the  centre  bailding, 
eiffhty^six  thousand  dollars.  ' 

For  alterations  and  repairs  in  the  room  occupied 
by  th^  Supreme  Co'ui^t,  six  faun|red  and  forty 
dollars. 

Fbr  improying  the  Capitol  square,  and  painting 
the  railings  around  the  same,  eleven  hundred  and 
sixty  dollars. 

For  making  a  foot-way  in:  front  of  the  public 
grounds,  and  open  spaces  between  the  Capitol  and 
Navy  Office,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  fi,nishiag  the  north  portico  to  the  President's 
Housej  twenty-six  thousand  dollars. 

An  Item  was  added,  after  thfe  307th  line,  in  the 
words  follQwing:  "  For  sick,  and  disabled,  and  des- 
titute seamen  in  foreign  countries,  forty  thousand 
dollars." 

The  314th  and  315th  lines,  were  altered  to  read 
thus :  "  for  salaries  of  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
States  to  Lohdon,  Pari?,  St.  Petersburg,  and  Mad- 
rid, from  the  3d  March  to  4ch  November^  1823, 
and  also  for  the  Charges  des  Affaires  at  Stock- 
holm, and  the  Hague,  sixty-seven  thousand -five 
hundred  dollars." 

The  item  for  building  a  north  portico  to  the 
President's  House,  and  that  for  the  donsiraction 
of  a  graveled  walk  in  front  of  the  public  grounds, 
met' with  considerable  opposition. 

Mr*  Forsyth  also  opposed  that  item  which 
makesappropriationfor  the  payment  of  the  salaries 
of  some  of  our  foreign  Ministers,  on  the  ground 
that  the  number  of  Ministers  was  unnecessarily 
great,  as  Charges  des  Affaires  might  be  substituted 
for  some  of  them  without  detriment  to  the  public 
service  and  with  a  saving  of  the  public  money, 
and  we  should  therelnr  avoid  the  sacrifice  of  self- 
respect  now  arising  from  our  sending  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  to  rowers  who  send  no  Ministers 
of  the  same  grade  to  .represent  them  at  this  Gk)V- 
ernment — of  which  number  were  our  Ministers  to 
Spain  and  Portugal;  and  he  moved  to  strike  out 
that  clause  of  the  bill  until  farther  inforzpation 
■could  be  obtained,  as  to  the  necessity  or  expediency 
of  such  Ministers  being  sent  where  they  were  not, 
or  continued  where  they  were. 

After  a  protrpcled  -debate  on  the  'subj.ect,  the 
question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Forsyth's  motion, 
and  lost— 4iyes  51,  noes  75. 
>  He  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "  Lima," 
in  the  list  of  the  Ministers  to  South  America:  The 
debate  was  renewed  on  this  motion^  but,  before 
the  question  was  taken,  the  Commiitee  rot^e. 
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The  membcrsy  who  took  prt  in  ihis  day's  de- 
bate,  were  Messrs.  MgLanb,  Cooke,  Cubhhaii, 
Taylob,  Sbabpe,  Ten  Etck,  Mbbcbb,  Gazlat, 
Wbipplc,  Fobbyth,  MoCoy,  CooKy  S.  Wood, 

«Ild  LlYINOSTON. 


Thursday,  March  W. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  oq  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  register 
of  the  lanf}  office,  for  the  western  district  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  to  jreport,  upon  certain  land 
claims  within  said  district,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  It  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Pldmer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred^  reported  ^,  bill  to  alter  the  judicial 
districts  oi  Virginia,  and  for  other  purposes;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Cbmmitee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Alleiv,  .  of  Massachusetts,  'submitted  the 
following  joint  resolution : 

Ruohtdj  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  Houtp  of  RepresentatiTes  be  antborised 
to  close  this  session,  by  adjournment  of  their  respecUve 
Hoases,  on the  — ; —  day  of  April  next. 

The  resolution  was  r^ad,aDd  ocdered  to  lie  on  ! 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLanb,  of  Pelaware,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expedieQcy  or  making  suitable  nro- 
Tision  for  tbe  accomtnodat^qn  of  the  courts  or  the 
United  States  at  Charleston,  in  South* Carolina; 
and  in  the  several  States  orthe  Union. 

On  morion  of  Mr.  Livingbton,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  vesting  in  the  corporation 
of  the  city  pf  New  Orleans,  ail  <he  right  of  the 
United  States  to  the  streets,  squares,  and  roads, 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans ;  and  also  to  all  the 
lands  lying  within  the  limits,  pf  the  city,  which, 
by  the  original  plan  thereof,  was  left  vacant  be- 
tween the  houses  and  lots  ironting  the  levee  and 
the  river.  •  , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livinobton,  the  Comipittee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  examine  and 
report  whether  it.  is  expedient  to  provide  by  law 
for  makinff  the  system  of  practice  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States  in  the  district  of  Louisiana  con- 
formable to  that  of  the  State  courts  in  that  State. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  .House  to  w^ich 
is  committed  the  joint  resolution  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  Peale's  portrait  of  General  Wabhing- 
TON,  were  discharged  from  the  consideration, 
thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee; and  Messrs.  Brbck^,  Udreb,  Mercbr,  Sib- 
\  LEY,  McDdffiB,  Metcalfe,  and  McARTBt^R  j  were 
appointed  the  said  committee* 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of*  the  foU 
lowing  titles,  viz :  An  act  regulating  the  trans- 
portation of  gold  and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and 
jewels,  and  carrying  of  passengers;  and  to  prohibit 
the  receipt  of  merchandise,  ior  the  pMblic  vessels 


of  the  United  States ;  An  act  for  the  gradual  sap- 
ply  of  cannon,  bombs,  howitz,  shot,  shells,  and 
materials  for  carriages,  fpr  the  fortifications,  and 
other  purposes ;  An  act  to  authorize  the  employ- 
ing of  certain  assistants  in  the  General  Lana  Of- 
fie'e ;  An  act  for  the  benefit  of  Alfred  Moore  and 
Sterliqg  Ofgain,  assignees  of  Morris  Lindsey ;  An 
act  ^foi-  the  relief  of  Sarah  Venable  and  Jane 
Morgan  ;  in  which  bills  they.aak  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

.  Mr.  Stewart  called  up  the  resolution  formerly 
offered  by  him,  in  relation  to  a  change  of  the  hour 
of  adjournment,  (jrom 'twelve  to  eleven  o'clock. 

On  oonsidering  this  question,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  for.  and  were — yeas  99  nays  57. 

The  House  iMivinff  agreed  to  consiaer  it,  a  de- 
bate arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Stewart,  Camp- 
bell^ of  Ohio,  Coox,  and  Tracy  advocated,  and 
Messrs.'  Whipple,  MeroBr,  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Stbvebson,  opposed  its  adoption. 

Before  any  question  was  taken,  the  hour  elapsed, 
and  the  debate  was  superse;jied  by  the  orders  of  the 
day.  •  , 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

« 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLanb,  the  House  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Coqamittee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  oiaking  provision  for  the  support  of  Gov* 
ernment  for  the  year  18^ ;  and  the  question  still 
b^ng  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  to  strike 
out  the  word  Lma^  in  that  section  of  the  bill 
which  provides  the  means  of  sending  Ministers  to 
the  Republics  of  South  Ametica,  the  debate  of 
yesterday  was  renewed,  and  became,  in  some  de- 
gree, extended  to  the  consideration  oi  pur  general 
relatiqns  with  the  South  American  States. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was'  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Forsyth,  Taylor,  McLanb,  Trimble, 
Floyo,  and  Mallary,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 

WlCBLIFFE,    StoRRB,    B^CBANAIi,    LiVINOBTON, 

Fuller,  and  McKim. 

Messrs.  Bartlett,  Sibley,  and  Foot,  of  Con- 
hecticut,  also  spoke,  but  onl^  for  the  purpose  of 
asking  or  pf  communicating  iacU,  and  not  directly 
taking  .pi|rt  in.  the  debate. 

I'he  motion  to  strike  out  the  name  of  LAma  was 
advocated  on  the  ground  that  the  appointment  of 
a  resident  Minister  at  that  place  was  unnecessary, 
as  a'Cbarg6  des  Affaires  or  a  Consnl  might  an- 
swer ey^ry  purpose.  A  Charge  des  Afiaires  bad 
been  appointed  fast  year,^nd  no  change  had  since 
occurred  to  render  a  Minister  necessary ;  that  we 
have  no  evidence  that  the  Government  of  Peru 
does,  or  ever  has,  desired  the  residence  of  a  Min- 
ister from  this  Government ;  that  it  cannot  be  of 
any  service  to  the  ioterests  of  Peru ;  that,  when 
the  Republic  of  Colombia  solicited  a  recognition 
of  her  independence  and  sent  a  Minister  here,  we 
kept  him  waiting  for  years  in  the  ^lleries.  of  this 
House,  without  so  much  as  admitting  him  to  set  a 
foot  in  the  lobby,  and  that,  too,  even  aAer  the  in- 
dependence of  Colombia  was  fully  ascertained. 
But  the  independence  of  Peru  was  not,  to  this 
hour,  officially  recognised,  if,  indeed,  it  were  fully 
established — and  no  Minister  had  been  sent  from 
that  Government  here.    That  before  Ministers  had 
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been  seat  to  Buenos  Ayres,  Chilr,  or  any  other  of 
the  Soath  American  Governments,  the  indepea- 
dence  of  thoee  Grorerhments  had  not  only  been 
achieved,  but  had  stood  some' test  of  time.  Bat. 
Peru  was  lately  in  the  power  of  a  Dictator,  and 
it  is  even  now  said,  that  her  capital  is  in  the  pos- 
session of  hostile  troops.  At  all  events,  the  ap- 
propriation called  for  in  this  bill  is  unnecestary, 
because  there  is  dread y  a  balance  from  former  ap- 
propriations, fully  adequate,  to  meet  the  expense  of 
this  mission.  The  appropriatioii  is  more  than 
needless,  it  is  improper ;  inasmuch  as  it  has  the 
aspect  of  a  measure  stimulating  the  Executive  to 
this  mission.  He  has  the  subject  entirely  within 
his  discretion ;  and  the  prudence  with  which  he 
has  heretofore  employed  discretionary  authority, 
in  respect  to  our  foreign  relations,  entitles  him  to 
the  unreserved  confidence  of  this  House.  The  re- 
solve formerly  passed  by  Congress,  pledging  its 
support  to  the  President,  in  sundry  missions  to 
sifch  of  the  South  American  Governments  as 
should  succeed  in  establishing  their  independence, 
was  in  general  terms,  and  did  not  specify  any  Gov- 
ernment in  particular.  Why  should  we  depart 
from  that  course,  in  relation'  to  Peru,  a  Govern- 
ment whose  independence  had  never  yet  been  re- 
cognised ?  As  her  situation  is  different  from  that 
of  the  four  other  Ctovernments  enumerated  in  this 
clause,  she  can  have  no  good  cause  to  be  offended 
that  no  Minister  is  sent  to  her,  while  Ministers  are 
sent  to  them.  And,  if  a  Minister's  presence  should 
at  any  time  be  reqiMsite,  it' would  be  easy  to  send 
one  of  the  others -to  Peru,  for  a  limited  time.  This 
has  been  done  in  the  case  of  several  ef  our  Min- 
isters at  the  Courts  of  Europe. 

The  motioi^  was  opposed  on  the  consideration 
that  we  have  already  a  large  commercial  inter- 
course with  Peru  (and  shall  have  more)  which  is 
subjected  to  many  embarrassments,  and  to  consid- 
erable risk,  from  the  want  of  a  suitable 're{>resen- 
tative  of  this  Government  there ;  cargoes  are  con- 
signed to  native  merchants — are  seized  on  slight 
pretences,  and  even  our  navy  officers  have  had  to 
turn  negotiators  to  preserve  them  from  confiscation. 
This  commerce  is  sometimes  v.ery  prpfi table,  a 
large  market  exists  for  our  home  manufactures 
and  our  flour,  (the  latter  article  sometimes  bring- 
ing twenty-five  and  thirty-six  dollars  a  barrel)  If 
we  send  a  Ministerto  the  other  four  Gtoverninents, 
and  not  to  Lima,  what  will  be  the  appearance  of 
such  a  line  of  conduct  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  ?  *  It 
will  be  inferred  that  we  do  not  intend  to  recog- 
nise Peril.  This  wa»  especially  tq  be  avoided  at 
this  moment,  lest  it  should  be  said,  that  while  no 
dangers  threaten  we  could.  ma4te  a  gasconading^ 
acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the  South 
American  States;  but,  so  soon  as  one  of  them 
was  menaced  with  attack,  we  were  glad  to  avail 
ourselves  of  the  fact  of  not  having  formally  ac- 
knowledged its  independence  to  turn  about  and 
retrace  our  steps.  We  ought  not  only  to  do  noth- 
ing to  encourage  such  an  idea,  but  we  ought  to 
put  it  down  by  measures  which  could  not  be  mis- 
understood. The  independence  of  Peru  was  not 
doubtful,  and,  though  we  have  tiot  recognised  her 
individual  independence,  yet  the  act  of  1622  took 


the  general  ground  which  covers  hfr  eise.  If  we 
strike  Lima  from  this  bill,  apd  Peru  should  after- 
wards be  attacked  by- the  Holy  Alliance,  how  caa 
we  say  any  thing  to  those  Powers  in  opffositton  to- 
the  most  tyrannical  acts  against  her?  The  dec- 
laration or  the  President  in  his  last  Message  has 
been  echoed  from  every  American  heart,  and  has- 
produced  a  great  sensation  in  Europe.  Shall  we 
not  act  in  the  spirit  of  that  Message  f  Shall  we 
stand  on  etiquette  with  an  infant  republic  just 
passed  through  the  last  agony  in  struggling  for 
ner  independence?  We  do  not,  by' retaining 
Lima,  hasten  or  stimulate  the  Executive;  but 
only  give  what,  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  he  ha^  applied  to  us*  to  provide ;  and  thus 
redeem  to  him  the  pledge  we  gave  in  1822.  Though 
np  resident  Minister  may  be  necessary,  none  but  a 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  can  conclude  a  tr^ty^ 
and  our  commercial  interests  r^uire  that  a  treaty 
shall  be  entered  into  as  soon  •  as  practicable,  lest 
commercial  rivals  anticipate  us,  and  obtain  for 
themselves  advantages  and  privileges  to  our  ex- 
clusion or  injury.  But  highef  consideratiotis  point 
to  the  same  policy.  Republican  government  is 
lost  in  Europe,  save  in  one  free  country — ^it  is 
struggling  successfully  in  the  Southern  Hemis- 
l^here  of  our  own  continent.  It  is  time  that  we 
formed  an  American  spirit.  The  political  princi- 
ples of  our  own  Government  called  on  us  to  es- 
tablish tfa^  interests  of  freedom  in  other  Govern- 
ments, and  to  sanction  and  confirm  the  represen- 
tative principle  wherever  it  is  acted  on— especially 
near  !\ome.  * 

*  As  to  there  being  a  balance  already  in  the  hands 
of  the  Depiirtment  of  State — if  so,  whjr  are  we 
furnished  with  estimatesj  and  why  was  this  item 
introduced  into  the  bill  of  appropriations?  and,  if 
it  is  not  expended,  the  money  will  only  return  into 
the  Treasury.  So' far  from  our  having  no  need 
of  'a  Minister  in  Peru,  we  need  one  more  there 
than  in  Chili,  or  akAost  any  otber  part  of  South 
America. 

As  to  etiquette,  in  only  sending  a  Minister  where 
we  have 'first  received  one,  all  nations,  as  such^ 
are  equal,  and  one  party  must  begin.  There  is  a 
magnanimity  in  waiving  considerations  of  this 
sort  toward  Governments  just  struggling  into  in- 
dependence. If  we  stand  on  ceremony,  let  it  be 
with  the  old  and  the  strong  Governments  of  the 
European  world.  Etiquette  is  a  very  doubtful 
principle  of  action  fbr  a  fr^e  Republic ;  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  it  will  never  stand  m  tbe  way  of  « 
jus^  wise,  and  generous  policy. 
'  The  Committee  rose  on  motion  of  Mr.  BneNTy 
at  half  past  4  d'dock. 


Friday,- March  12. 

Mr.  McCoy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  ti  report  on  the  case  of  Peter  Yendes,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Mea*ns,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  fron&  the  Senate,  entitled  '*An  act  fbr  the 
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^ief  of  the  legal  representatires  of  Andrew 
Mitchell,  deceased,"  reported  the  same  without 
.ameDdment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Coos,  froifk  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacques 
Myotte,  Francois  Charpenkie,  ^nd  Jeau  Baptiste 
Laducier ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  reBoltttioD  offered  on  a  former  day,  hy  Mr. 
Stewart,  for  altering  the  hour  of  adjournment 
to  11  oVlock,  having  been  taken  up,  Mr.  Fimolay 
moTed  to  take  the  question  on  it  hy  yeas  and 
nays  ;  but  the  House  refused,  twenty-six  rising  in 
favor  of  it,  and  then  the  question  was  put  an  the 
resoIotioD,  and  decided  in^the  negative — ayes  65, 
iiioes  73. 

Mr.  Flotd  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,,  viz : 

Resotud^  That  the  thirty-fint  rule  of  this  House  be 
^zpanged. 

The  said  thirty-first  rule  in  ss  follows : 
**A  motioi^to  adjourn  ihail  be  always  in  order  after 
four  o'clock*  p.  m.,  but,  before  that  hour,  it  shall  n«t 
be  ito  order,  if  there  be,  at  the  time,  any  question 
pending  before  the  House ;  that,  and  the  motion  to 
lie  on  the  table  shall  be  decided  wilhoat  debate." 

A  bill  from  the  Senate, "  for  the  relief  of  Sarah 
Tenable  and  Jane  Morgan,"  was  twice  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afikirs. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  '*  for  the  benefit  oX  Al- 
fred M,oore  and  Sterling  Orgain,  assignees  of  Mor- 
ris Linfeey,"  was  twice  read,  and  referred. 

A  bill  from  the  Sepate,  ^*  to  authorize  the  em- 
ployment of  certain  assistant  draughtsmen  in  tlie 
General  Land  Office,"  ^as  twice  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  ibr  the  gradual  sup- 
pVy  of  cannon,  bombs,  howitz,  shot,  shells, .  and 
materials  for  the  fortifications,  and  other  pur- 
poses," was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  '^  regulating  the  trans- 
*  porta tion  of  gold  and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and 
'  jewels,  and  carrying  of  passengers,  and  to  pro- 
^  hibit  tne  receipt  of  merchandi&e  m  tne  public  ves- 
■^  sels  of  the  United  States,"  was  t^ice  read,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  Naival  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Loiygfellow,  the  Committee 
-on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  ezpedienc)r  of  removing  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  which  tire  now  holdcn  at  Wiscasset,  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  to  Portland,  in  the  same 
Bute.    ' 

Mr.  Rakkik  laid  the  followirig  resolutidn  on 
the  table  for  consideration  to-morcow : 

JUsoivedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  inform  this  House,  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  whether  ^he  number  of  land  offices  in  the 
United  States  may  not  be  diminished,  by  consolidat- 
ing the  land  districts,  or  otherwise,  without  any  in- 
jury to  the  public  interest,  or  material  inconvenience 
to  individnala ;  and  that  he  report  such  a  plan  for  the 
location  of  the  land  offices,  and  reorganisation  of  the 
land  districts,  as  will  hotter  promote  the  public  ipter* 
•est,  than  tbe  present  location  and  organisatipn  or  the 


same ;  with  such  ialbnnation  as  to  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  the  officea,  seTerally,  as  may  enable 
Congress  to  decide  on  the  propriety  of  disoonttnuing 
any  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Spaigbt,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex* 
pediency  of  erecting  a  lighthouse  on  Shell  Castle 
island,  m  Pamptico.  sound. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  haye  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson ;"  also,  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Wey- 
mouth ;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.         ' 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Campbell  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill 
makiuff  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gtovem- 
ment  for  the  year  1824. 

And,  the  question  being  on  the  following  amend- 
ment, offered  by  Mr.  Storr8— ^"  for  the  support 
of  such,  missions  asliave  been^  or  may,  hereafter, 
be  vnt  to  the  independent  GoYernments  of  South 
America,  the  sum  of  $36,000,  in  additioii  to  the 
upezpended  balance  of  the  sum  of  $100,000,  here- 
tofore appropriated  for  that  purpose :" 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  str(jce  out  the  317th, 
318th.  and  3l9th  lines,  and  insert  ^<  for  the  sala- 
ries or  the  Ministers  or  Charges  des  Affaires  of  the 
United  States,  who -may  be  appointed  to  the  C6n- 
tinent  of  America,  $36,000." 

The  Chair  pronounced  the  motion  not  in  order — 
when  Mr.  Storrs  withdrew  that  previously  of- 
fered by  him,  and  Mr.  Forsyth  explained  tbe 
alteration  he  proposed. 

The  question  oeing  put,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ayes  113. 

Mr.  McLane  moved  to  fill  the  blank,  in  the 
323d  line,  by  inserting  $18,000,  (for  salaries  of  the 
several  Secretaries  o7  Legation  ;)  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cocke  objected  to  the  item  making  provi- 
sion for  '^  Agents  of  Claims  at  London  or  raris," 
and  called  for  information,  which  was  ffiven  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

.  A  similar  objection  was  made  to  the  item  pro- 
viding for  '^expenses  of  the  commission  under 
the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent."  Mr. 
McLane  explained. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson  offered,  as  an  amendment 
to  the  bill,  the  insertion  of  the  following  item : 

After  line  329;  insert  "  fpr  compensation  to  an 
Agent,  (to^  be  appointed  by  the  President,)  on  the 
psrt  of  the  Ignited  Statei,  to  collect,  arrange,  and  lay 
before  the  Commissioners,  under  the  convention  rela- 
ting to  the  slaves  carried  away,  in  contravention  of 
the  4rst  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  the  evidence 
of  the  claims,  which  have  been,  or  may  be,  transmit- 
ted by  the  claimants,  93,000. 

Mr.  Stevenson  supported  this  amendment  by 
aa  explanation  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  and.  laid 
before  the  House  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cheves,  one 
of  the  Commissioners  under  the  Treaty,  written 
in  reply  to  another  addressed  to  him  by  Mr.  Srs- 
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The  amendment  gave  riselo  a  debate,  wbich  oc- 
capied  th^  House  for  more  than  an  hour'.  It  was 
supported  by  Messrs.  P.  P.  Barbour;  BAasBTt, 
Tucker,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Bailet,  McDup- 
FiE,  Merger,  and  Ingram,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
FoRSTTH,  McCoy,  McLane,  Webster,  Ran- 
dolph, and  Wickliffe. 

It  was  supported  on  the  ground  that  the  treatv 
having  directed  the  Commissioners  to  receive  sucn 
evidence  respecting  the  losses  of  An^erican  citizens 
as  should,  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  be 
laid  before  them,  and  it  being  requisite  that  very 
considerable  investigation  should  be  had  before  the 
number  and  averbge  value  of  the  slaves  lost  could 
be  ascertained,  this  officer  was  to  be  considered  as 
an  agent,  not  of  the  claimants,  but  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  obtaining  information  which  the  Presi- 
dent wa3  to  lay  before  the  Commissioners ;  he  had 
thus  far  performed  his  duty  with  diligence,  afid 
greatly  tb'the  advantage  of -those  interested;  his 
services  were  still  necesssary;  the*  claimants  had 
been  led  to  calculate  on  the  cpntinuance  of  those 
services — and  to  drop  this  officer  now  would  be 
seriously  imurious  to  them,  and  look  like  a  want 
of  good  faith  in  the  Grovernment  towards  its  citi- 
zens ;  the  salary 'was  moderate ;  the  person  thus 
employed  was  not  to  be  a  permanent  officer ;  he 
was  merely  such  an  agent  as  the  President  had  a 
right  tp  employ. 

The  grounds  of  objection  w^re,  that  such  an  offi- 
cer was  not  needed,  or  if  he  were,  as  his  employ- 
ment was  /solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  claimants 
interested,  they  ought  to  pay  him ;  that  when  a 
proposal  was  made  to  employ  an  agent  of*  claims 
under  the  Florida  treaty,  Congress  refused  to  ap- 
point one:  that  the  claimants  ought  to  have  the 
choice  of  their  own  agent;  and  if  th^  should  choose 
one  aii|d  Congress  appoint  another,  there  might 
be  collision ;  that  the  number  of  slaves  lost  was 
not  ver^  great ;  that  it  could  be  m&tter  o(  no  such 
great  difficulty  to  settle  the  average  value';  this 
agent  had  already  been  employed  a  whole  vear, 
time  enough,  surely,  to  collect  the  necessary  tacts, 
and  if  continued  much  longer  his  salary  would 
cost  more  than  the  slaves.  That  it  was  an  impro- 
per mode  of  legislation  to  create  offices  by  an  ap- 
propriation bill ;  this  officer  was  not  responsible-^ 
the  law  made  his  salary  sure,  and  he  might  sit 
down  at  his  own  house  and  do  nothing,  and  it 
must  be  paid. 

Mr.  Tucker  suggested  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  by  inserting  after  the  word  President, 
"by  and  with  the  consent  of^the  Seaate."  Mr. 
Stevenson  accepted  of  this  as  a  modification  of 
his  motion  ;  and  the  question  being  taken  on  the 
amendment  thus  modified,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  67,  nays  108.  , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McXiane,  the  word  "  fourth," 
in  the  330th  line,  was  stricken  out.  The  item, 
thus  amended,  will  read : 

**For  expenses  of  etriying  into  effect  the  sixth  and 
seventh  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  inclading'the 
compensation  of  the  commiesionert,  agents,  and  snr- 
veyors,  and  their  contingent  expensevy  sixteen  tboa* 
sand  dollars." 


Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  strike  out  this  entire  itena 
in  the  bill.    The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  McLane,  an  additional  tcem 
was  inserted,  granting  thirty  thousand  dollars- 
for  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Barbary 
Powers. 

Mr.  McLane  moved  the  following  amendment : 
'^for  the  services  of  anartificer  in  the  Patent  Office 
$500;''  but,  after  considerable  discussion,  the 
amendment  was  for  the  present  Withdrawn. 

Mr.  McLane  moved  tqe  following — 

''For  comf^ensation  for  extra  clerks  employed  in 
the  General  Post  Oflice,  daring  the  last  year,  $939  25  ;"^ 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McLane  moveid  the  following  items,  which 
were  agreed  \o  r  * 

''For  compensation  of  nine  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  the  Michigan  I'erritory,  at  #2  each, 
jper  day,  for  sixty  day^,  $1,080." 

**For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Legislative 
Cooncil,  including  the  printing  of  the  laws  of  said 
Territory,  $1,200. 

"  For  the  salaries  of  the  secretaries  of  the  land  com- 
nfissioners  of  East  and  West  Florida,  at  $1,^60  eacb, 
$2,600." 

Mr.  McliANO  moved  the  following — 

"For  the  completion  of  the  medals  voted  by  Con- 
gress to  certain  General  Officers,  to  purchase  gold  fos 
the  medals,  and  ta  replace  General  Macomb's  medal, 
$2,360."     .  •  . 

The  item  was  agreed  to^ 
14r.  Cocke  moved  the  following,  to  come  ia 
after  the  second  section : 

.  **  And  provided  also,  Tha(  no  person  receiving  an 
annual  salary  from  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  tl^iU  receive  any  tbing  in  .addition  thereto^  for 
anjr  services  whatever,  by  way  of  perquisitcis  or  extra 
compensation,  except  fees  of  office,  which  may  be  e»- 
tablished  b^  law." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  F.  JoBNBON  moved  to  strike  put  the  d34tli 
and  335th  lines,  viz:  "For  contingent  ej^enses 
of  foreign  intercourse,  $[40,000."  This  inolion, 
after  considerable  discussion,  was  not  agreed  ^to. 

Mr.  Henry  moved  the  following  amendment 
at  the  end  of  ihe  294th  line:. 

'<  For  removing  obstractiona  to  the  o«vigatioi|  of 
the  Ohio  river,  ^m  Pittsburg  to  ifea  mouth,  and  for 
removing  obstrnctions  to  the  navigation'  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, from  St.  Louis  to  New.  Orleans,  $76,000." 

Up6n  submitting"  the  amendment,  Mr.  Henry 
remarked,  that  it  involved  a  qqeatton  of  immense 
importance  to  a  large  portio*n  of  our  population-^ 
to  all  the  Inhabitants  of  tlie  extensive  region  be- 
yond the  Alleghany  mountain,  whose  interests 
were  vitallj[  anected  by  the  existing  impediments 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mi2>sissippi 
rivers.  He  felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  however,  on 
everv  occasion;  to  pursue  a  candid  policy.  He 
would  not  disguise  tne  fact,  that  a  bill  had  been 
already  reported  by  him,  from  the  Committee  oa 
Roads  and  Canals,  which  had  for  its  object  the 
removal  of  those  obstructions,  but,  owing  to  the 
lateness  of  the  period  at  which  it  was  reported,  he 
was  apprehensive  that  it  could  not  be  regularly 
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reached  daring  the  sesmoD,  and  had,  therefore, 
thought  proper  to  introduce  the  proposition  in  the 
present  shape. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  hoped  that,  as  there 
was  a  bill  already  reported  ha?ing  in  view  the 
same  object,  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  woald 
withdraw  bis  amendment,  and  not  embarrass  the 
present  bill  by  a  discussion  which  might  continue 
several  days.  That  he  had  no  doubt  the  gentle- 
man would  have  an  onportunity  of  calling  up  his 
bill  before  the  end  of  the  session.     . 

Mr.  Clat  (Speaker)  expressed  his  hope  that  his 
colleague  would  withdraw  hjs  amendment.  He 
admitted  that  the  course  was  sot  .unusual ;  that, 
in  an  appropriatioif  bill  at  a  former  session,  at  Aw 
instance,  a  similar  provision  had  been  introduced 
for  a  nearly  similar  purpose.  JBut  he  hoped  that, 
if  the  amendment  was  withdrawn,  the  'House 
would  feel  disposed  to  indulge  a  spirit  of  liberality 
towards  the  bill  which  had  been  reported  upon 
this  subject,  and  would  permit  his  colleague  to 
call  it  up  at  a  period  as  early  as  possible. 

Mr.  Heii  RY  remarked,  that  he  could  assure  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware  that  he  was  not  dfs- 
posed  to  embarrass  the  progress  of  the  present  bi}l. 
That  he  felt  a  deep  solicitude  to  relieve  the  people 
of  the  West  from  the  o^tacles,  the  removal  -of 
which  was  contemplated ;  that  he  was  fei^rful  the 
bill  reported  hy  him  nfight  not  be  reached  in  time , 
to  be  sufficieotlv  acted  upon  during  the  session, 
and  had  been  advised  by  several  grave  and  expe- 
rienced statesmen  to  present  the  question  in  the 
shape  of  an  amendment  to  th^  present  bill:  He 
coQid  not,  however,  resist  4he  solicitations  of  the 

f^nileman  from  Delaware  and  his  colleague,  (the 
peaker,)  and'  he  would  withdraw  his  proposed 
amendment,  with  the  hope  that  the  House  would 
be  disposed  to  indulge  bim  with'  an  early  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  "  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
the  Ohio  and  -Mississippi  rivers." 

Mr.  Bassett,  of  Virginia,  said,  lest  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  might  take  silence  for  con- 
sent, and  suppose  that  the  House  meant- to  pledee 
itself  to  give  him  the  indulgence  alluded  to,  he 
for  one  would  say,  that  he  would  give  no  such 
pledffe — ^that  he  was  opposed  to  the  measure,  and 
he  felt  no  disposition  to  extend  the  indulgence 
solicited. 

Mr.  McLanb  rose  to  assure  the  gentleman  from 
KentuciKy  that  he  feU-a  disposition  friendly  to  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  those  rivers, 
and  Mi  disposed  to  erant  ih€  indulgence  at  as 
earlv  a  period  as  possible. . 

Mr.  Henrt. — One  word  in  reply  to  the  gende- 
man  from  Virginia. .  I  thank  him  ibr  his  candor, 
and  hope  he  is  entirely  singular  in  his  disposition. 

The  Committee  iken  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
as  amended;  and  the  flouse  adjourned. 


Saturday,  March  13. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  GDmmit- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report  on  so 
much  of  the  petition  of  l)avid  Beard,  as  relates 
to  the  loss  of  merchandise  brought  to  the  United 
States  from  Canada,  in  1812,  after  the  coinmence- 


ment  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  accom- 
panied bva  bill  fdr  therelief  of  said  Beard;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  tne  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red a  Message  from  the  President  upon  the  sub- 
jecr,  reported  a  bill  confirming  certain  acts  of 
James  Miller,  as  Governor  of  the  Territory  of. 
Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes^  which  was 
read  twice,  and  Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
VIThole.  . 

The  resolution  yesterda]^  offered  by  Mr.  Ran^ 
KIN  (respecting  land  districts  and  land  offices) 
was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^Aa  act  for 
the  relief  of  Aipasa  Stetson,"  was  read  tijrice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  <'An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Dean  Weymouth^'-  was  read  twice,  and 
referred' to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revo- 
luliopary  Claims. 

NAVY  HOSPITAL  FUND. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Commissioners  of  Navy  Hospitals,  made 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House  of  the 
20th  of  January  last;  wiiich  lyas  read^  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs.  The 
r^rt  is  as  follows : 

J      Navt  Depibtmsvt,  March  16,  18S4. 

Bimr  In'finsw«r  to  the  resolution  of  the  Hoose  of 
Representattvoa  of  the  80th  January,  '<That  the  Gom- 
misstoners  of  the  Navy  Hospitals  be  directed  to  report 
to  this  House  the  amount  of  the  suine  w^ich  they 
have  received  and  expended  by  virtue  df  the  acr,  en- 
titled "An  act  estabKshiog  Navy  Hospitals;"  the  bal- 
ance remaining  in  their  hands  on  the  Slat  of  Decem- 
ber, 1838,  designating  the  sum  which  has  been  'ab- 
sorbed in  the  pay  of  the  Navy,  and  which  is  due  to 
the  Hospital  Fund,'  and  what  measures  they  have 
adopted  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions, of  said  act," 
we  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  with  a  statement 
of  the  accounts  in  the  Auditor's  Office,  showing  ihe 
reoeipts'and  disbursements  of  said  fund  up  to  the  81st 
of  December,  1823. 

The  law  separating  ihe  Naval  from  the  Marine 
Hospital  Foand  was  passed  on  the  26th 'February, 
181 1.  On  thai  day  a  balance  of  $3,782  86,  standing 
to  the  credit  of  the  Marine  ^  Hospital  Fund,  was  car^ 
ried  to  the  credit  of  the)Naval  HospiUl  Fund.  This 
sum,  with  the  deductions  authorised  by  law,  from  the 
pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  «onstitatef 
the  whole  of  the  Navy  Hospital  Pond.  These  deduc- 
tions have  been  regularly  made  whenever  the  officers, 
■eamen,  and  marines,  have  received  their  pay,  and  the 
sums  so  deducted  have  been  left  in  the  **  pajr  of  the 
Navy,*'  which  is  of  course  responsible  fofthem.  They 
were  not,  in  the  first  instance,  drawn  from  the  **  pay 
of' the  Navy,"  at  the  times  in  which  they  accrued,  in 
consequence  of  the  war  which  succeeded  the  passage 
of  tbe  law,  and  were  left  in  the  same  situation  for  sev- 
eral years  afterwards. 

•By  th«  report  made  on  the  39th  of  October,  1828, 
it  appears  that  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  fond  «t 
that  time  was  $117,074  34;  since  which  the  dedue. 
tioBs  from  the  pay  of  the'officers,  seamen,  and  marioee, 
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«nd  for  which  the  **  pay  of  the  Navy"  is  re^poDBible, 
liave  amounted  to  $2,638  '61,  making  the  Nairy  Hos- 
pital Fund,  OR  the  Slst  Decemberi  1823,  amount  to 
•$119,712  95,  ezclQsive  of  the  amount  which  hae  been 
under  the  control  of  the  coinmlMionera. 

AAer  the  eatabliahment  of  the  fund  in  February, 
1811,  and  before  the  30th  of  September,  1821,  the  ex- 
()enditure8  by  the  commiaeioners  amounted  to  $10,- 
652  85;  since  that  time  there  has  been  drawn  and 
placed  in  the  ha'hds  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  commissioners, 
$43,335  87;  and,  in  September,  1823,  $18,000  were 
paid  for  a  site  for  a  naval  hospital  near  the  navy  yard  at 
Charlestown,  Massachusetts.  These  three  sums  add- 
ed together  make  $71,988  72,  which,  added  to  the' 
■urn  of  $119,712  95,  for  which  the  '<pay  of  the  ii«ivy" 
is  responsible,  makes  $191,70l1  67,  being  the  whole 
amoBDt  o^ money  which  has  accrued  tp  the  fund  vince 
its  establishment. 

From  this  statement  it  will  be  perceived  that  the 
only  funds  which  the  commissioners  can  immediately 
control 'for  the  objects*  of  the  law,,  are  those  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer,  viz:  $43,335  87.  The  debt 
due  from  the  **pay  of  the  Navy"  can  only  be  paid  as 
balances  of  the  appropriations  for  that  object  shall  re- 
main at  the  end' of  th^  year;  and  atf  theso  appropria- 
tions are  founded  upon  estimates  calculated  with  great 
care  and  accuracy,  and  are  barely  adequate  to  accom« 
pHsh  their  object,  it  is  maaifest  that  it  will  be  a  long 
time  before  the  fand  is  repaid,  and  the  cbmmiaaioners 
will  have  the  control  of  all  the  meaiyi  which  properljr 
belong  to  it.  %  ^ 

The  delay  will  greatly  postpone  the  acconkpUsh- 
roent  of  the  benevolent  purposes  of  the  law*creating. 
the  fund,  and  do  iiQustice  to  those  who  have  contribu- 
ted to  it,  and  who,  by  the  delay,  will  be  deprived  of  its 
benefits. 

.  With  a  view  to  avoid  the  difficulties  which  have 
l^eretofore  existed  on  this  subject,  an  order  has  been 
given  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  to  make 
out,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  from  the  jreturns  of  the 
disbursing  officers,  a  statement  of  all  moneys  accruing 
to  the  Navy,  Hospital  fund  during  the  quarter,  and 
give  a  regular  certificate  of  the  amount,  that  a  war- 
tanl  may  be  issued  for  the  same  in  favor  of  the  agent 
o^the  fund.  .By  this  means  it  will,  at  the  end  of  each 
quarter,  receive  all  the  money  to  which  it  is  entitled, 
and  the  "pay  of  the  Navy"  will  not  become  any  fur- 
ther indebted  to  it  ' 

In  September,  1823,  the  cooHntsaioners  purchased  & 
site  for  a  hospital  adjoining  the^avy  yard  at  Charles- 
town,  Massachusetts,  for  which  they  paid  $18,000,' 
and  have  made  a  contract  for  another  eite  nekt  the 
navy  yard  at  Brooklyn.  These  are  all  the  '*  measures 
tbey  have  adopted  to  carry  into  effiict  the  provisl9ns 
of  the  act."    Respectfully,  ^c. 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD. 
J.  C.  CALHOUN, 
«AMU£L  L.  SOUTHARD., 

Hon.  BrmxKzn  of  the  house  of  Ref^'s, 

TrEABUBT  DspABTXtlTT, 

Fourth  AuditorY  Office,  Jan:  26,  1824^ 

Sia:  In  obedience  to  the  request  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  21st  instant,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  relative  to  the  *'  Naval  Hos- 
pital Fund,"  I  have  the  honor  to  report: ' 

That,ifom  the  26th  February,  1811,  to  the  31st  l)e» 
ceiBber>  1823,  there  has  been  passed  to  the  credit  of 


the  aaid  fund  on  the  book*  of  this  ^ffiee,  and  those  of 
the  Accountant  of  the  Navy,  the  sum  of  $187,918  81 
To  which  must  be  added  a  balance  stand- 
ing to  the  credit  of  the  "  Marine  iasr 
piui  Fund"  on  the  26ih  February,* 
1811,  and  carried  to  the  credit*  of  the 
"Naval  Hospital  Fund"    -.        -        -        3,782  86 


From  this  sutai  is*  to  be*  deducted  the 
'  amount  of  expenditures  to  30th  Sep- 
tember, 182  P      -        -    $10,652^85 
Moneys  drawn  and  placed 

in    the  '  hands   of   the 

Treasurer  of  the  United 

SUtes  -        -        -      43,335  87 

Moneys  drawn  in  Septem* 

ber,    1893,   for  the.  p^- 
>  ment  of  land  purphaaed 

for  a  naval  hospital  site 

"at  Boston     *        -        -      18,000  00 


$191,701  67 


71,988  72 

■    '■  '  »     >       ■ 
$119,712  95 


Leaving  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  "  Naval  Hos- 

Eital  Fund"  on  the  books  of  this  office,  on  the  31st 
lecember,  T823,  of  one  hundred  and  nineteen  thous- 
and seven  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  ninety-five 
cents,  the  whole  of  which  has  been  absorbed  in  the 
**pay  of  the- Navy,"  and  forwiiichthe  appropriation 
A)r  mat  object  is  responsible.  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  dec.  * 

CONSTANT  FREEMAN,  Auditor. 
Hon.  S.  L.  SovTHAUD  Sec*ry  Navt/. 

RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  resolution  ye»terday*o£fered  bv  Mr.  Llotd 
(for  expunging  the  Slst  rule  of  the  Hoose;  which 
is  in  the  word?  following :  "  A  motion  to  adjourn 
^  shall  be  always- in  order  if  after  four  o'clock  p. 
<  m.;  but,  before  that  hour,  it  shall  not  be  in  order, 
^  if  there  be  at  the  time  any  question  pending  be- 
*  fore  the  House ;  that,  and  the  motion  to  he  on 
'  the  table,  shall  be  decided  without  debate,")  was 
taken  up  for  consideration. 

A  desultory  debate  arose  on  this  question,  in 
trhiph  Messrs. ,  Floyd,  Tay'lob,  of  New  York, 
Rich,  Stewabt,  Whipple,  Littlb,  Allen,  of 
Ma.ssachusetts,  Mcpov,  Krbmbr,Cc7LP£per.  Ran- 
dolph, McAr'^hur,  and  Martinoale,  tooK  part. 

The  amendment,  on  motion  of  Messrs.  Little 
and  McCoy,  was  successirely  .amended,  so'  as  to  re- 
tain those- clauses  of  it  which  declare  that  the  mo- 
tion to  adjoorn,  and  the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table, 
shall  be  decided  without  debate.  On  striking  out 
ihe  residue  of  the  rule,  which  forbids  a  motion  to 
adjourn  being  made  until  four  o'clock,  while  any 
question  is  pendiag  before  ,Che  House,  the  yeas 
and  nayb  were  jcalted  by  Mr.  Taylor,  and  are  as 
follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Alex- 
ander of  Tennessee,  Alleiv  of  Massachusetts,  Archer, 
Baylies^  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Brent. 
Buck,  Burton,  Cady,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  Sonth 
Carolina,  Cary,  CUrk,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Collins,  Conner, 
Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dnrfee,  Dwinell, 
Eaton,  £ddy»  BdwMsda  of  PennsyWania,  Edwards  of 
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North  C«roliii«,,Flojrd,  Foot  of  Coonecticut,  Fonythi 
Frost,  GUt„.G9vaD,'Gurle7,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey, 
Hayden,  Hay  ward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooka,  Jennings,* 
F.  Johnaon,  Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Litchfield',  Livermore, 
Livingston,  Locke,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  Mangrnn,  Mallary,  Moere  of  Alabama, 
Morgan,  Nelson,  Newton,  PlumerofNew  Hampshire, 
Poinsett,  Prince,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds, 
Richtrds,  iRivas,  Rose,  Sannders,  Sandford,  Scott, 
Sbarpe,  Sibley,  Aleiitnder  Smith,  Witliaro  Smith, 
Spaight,  A.  Stavenson^  J*  Stephenson,  Ten  Eyek, 
ThompMm  of  Georgia,  Tomltnson,  Tackerof  Virginia, 
Toeker  of  South  Carolina,  Vanee  of  North  Carolina, 
Van  RmisMilaer,  Williams  of  New  York,  WUliams  ef 
Virgioia;  WiUiaiu  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of 
Sonlh  Carohna-— 96. 

Nats— Messn.  Adams,  Barboor  of  Conoeoticut, 
Baasett,  Beecher*  Blair,  Brack,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Buckoer,  Bfirieigh,  Caaipbell  of  Ohio,  Casaedy,  Con- 
diet,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Crownin«hield,  Dwight, 
BlliBy  FarreUy,  Findlay,  Foots  of  New  York,  Forward, 
Fuller,  Garriaon,  Gadin,  Gazlay,  Harris,  denry,  Her> 
kimer,  Hogsboom,  Holcombe,  Ingham,  Isacks,  Jenk- 
ins, J.  T.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kidder,  Kremer,  |iawrsnce, 
Lincoln,  Little,  Long,  Longfellow,  M^ Arthur,  Mc- 
Kean,  McKim^  McLean  of  Ohio,  Markley,  Martindale, 
Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Penn- 
ayWania,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Pat- 
terson of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Rogers,  Ross,  Sloans,  -Arthur 
Smith,  Standeler,  Stewart, '  Slorrs,  Strong,  Swan, 
Taylor,  Thompson  of  Kentuoky,  Tod,  Tracy,  Trimble, 
Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  yinh>n,  Wayne,  Whip- 
ple, Whittlesey,  White,  Wioklifib,  Henry  Wilaon, 
Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  an^  Wright— 80. 

The  said  thirty-first  rule,  as  thus-amended,  is  as 
follows :     , 

**A  motion  to  adjourn'  diall  be  always  in  order ;  that 
motion,  and  tho  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  shalt  be 
decidad  without  debate. " 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Commiitee  of  the  Whole,  oq 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Crorernment  for  the  y^ar,1824,  was  taken  up,  and 
the  ameDdmeots  agreed  to  in  Committee  were  in 
part  agreed  to.  ,    ^  . 

The  queslioD  being  oa  concurring  in  the.  ap- 
propriation of  $25,0C@  for  the  north  portico  of  the 
jprestdent's  house-^ 

Mr.  CcaHMAN,  of  Maine,  addressed  the  House 
to  the  following  effect: 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  hope  the  article  under  coni^- 
eration  will  be  retained  in  the  bill;  and  I  appeal 
to  the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the  House  for 
support ;  nor  do  I  despair  of  assistance  from  geoi- 
tlemea  in  who^e  natuf-e  the  principles  of  economy 
seem  to  \fe  deeply  radicaled.  It  appaars  from 
statements  already  made,  that  the  portico,  to  erect 
which,  the  appropriation  is  required^  is  a  part  of 
the  original  plan  of  th^  house  built  lor  the  use  of 
our  Presidents.  Ii  is  to  be,  presumed  that  the  ndi- 
fice,  at  some  period  of  our  Republic,  is  to  be 
finished.  The  present,  on.  various  accounts,  ap- 
pears to  be  the  proper  time  to  carry  on  the  work 
to  completion.  Our  country  is  at  peape  with  all 
the  world,  and,  rich  in  resources,  can  command 
ample  funds ;  the  materials  for  building  are  cheap ; 


the  price  of  labor  is  low ;  the  Treasury  is  in  a  con- 
dition to  afford  the  expenditure;  and  there  seems 
to  be  a  laudable  spirit  to  countenance  economy, 
and  to  protect  doipestic  industry-;  and  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  economy,  and  for  the  benefit  of  industry, 
aoaong  other  reasons,  I  urge  the  appropriation. 
If  adequate  sums  should  be  granted,  the  public 
edifices,  in  tlie  course  of  two  years,  will  be  brought 
to  such  Infection,  that  the  skill  and  superinten- 
dence of  the  architects  may  be  dispensed  with, 
together  with  the  principal  artificers,  and  ipost  of 
the  workmen ;  and  hereby  a  ^reat  saving  of  ex- 
pense will  be  -made  to  the  nation.  These  consid- 
erations addre^  themselves  with  great  force  to 
our  passiop  for  economy ;  end.  if  we  consult  its 
true  maxims,  we  shall  certainly  grant  the  appro- 
priation. But  there  are  other  reasons.  The  por- 
tico, when  completed,  will  be  not  merely  an  or^ 
namental,  bu|  a  useful  appendsige. 

,The  house  of  the  President  resembles,  in  -some 
r^pects,  a  city  set  on  a«  hill — it  cannot  be  hid. 
It  becomes  the  dignified  resort  of  citizens  and 
strangers;  the  attractive  point  of  all  official  char- 
acters, both  of  the  United  fiutes  and  of  foreign 
Governments.  Here,  also,  ere  to  be  seen,  oii 
suitable  occasions,  brilliant  assemblages  q[  both 
sexes — a  bright  constellation  of  beauty  and  ac- 
complishments. If  it  be  asked.  For  what  pur- 
pose ?  The  answer  is,  to  smooth  the  asperities  of 
human  nature;  to  harmonize  what  is  harsh  or 
discordant  in  the  mind ;  to  refine  the  social  afiec- 
tions ;  to  interchange  civilities ;  to  pay  respect  to 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation  and  his  family ; 
to  relieve  the  SUUe^wyrn  patriot  from  the  monoto- 
nous scene  of  business;  to  cherish  a  virtuous 
emulation,  and  to  foster  good  feelings. 

And  do  not  reason  and  propriety  require  that 
the  convenience  and  elegance  of  the  mansion 
should  be  adapted  to  the  station  and  dignity  of 
the  occupant,  and  to  th»respectability,  refinement, 
and  delicacy,  of  his  guesu  ?  .  Ought  not  everjr 
circumstance  and  appurtenance  conspire  to  give 
pleasure,  and  to  make  a  favorable  impression  of 
our  national  character  and  ta'stel  But,  sir,  what 
is  the  fact  ?  Need  I  remind  you  of  t)ie  serious  in- 
conveniencei)  to  be  encountered  on  an  inclement 
evening,  in  descending  from  the  carriage,  or  re- 
turning from  the  saloon  1  If  the  healthy  and  ro- 
bust ol  our  sex  have  toothing  to  fear  from  the  cold 
and  dampening  snows,  the  drenching  rains,  the 
piercing  winds,  or  the  noxious  vapors,  are  these 
elementi^l  annoyances  attended  with  no  ill  effects 
to  the/air«r  and  more  deliocUe  portion  of  our  race  ? 
Must  t&ey  be  debarred  the  social  pleasures  of  life, 
the  interviews  of  friendship,  or  be  obliged  to  enjoy 
them  at  the  expen^  of  their  health  and  safety  7 
Shall  I,  Mr.  Speaker,  be  more  explicit  ?  It  were 
useless,  belbre  such  an  assembly  as  this.  I  know 
your  urbanity.  I  dulv  appreciate  the  gallant  spirit 
of  this  House.  To  tnese  I  appeal,  in  behalf  of 
those,  to  accommodate  whom,  tne  generous  gladly 
la  bar,  and  for  whose  protection  the  brave  as  cheet^ 
fully  expose  themselves  to  hardships,  to  sufferings, 
and  wounds. 

There  are,  however,  other  strong  inducements. 
I  ask,  in  the  language  of  the  Roman  orator,  but 
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not  with  the  same  views,  "  Q^am  rempMieam  ha^ 
hemus  7  In  qua  urbe  «ti?imti« ?"  Is  it  not.  the  Re- 
public whi(!h  owes  its  existence  to  the  wisdom 
and  valor  of  -our  sages  and  heroes  7  is  it  not  the 
city  which  bears  the  proud  name  of  Washing- 
ton ?  And  are  we  not  emulous  to  give  suitable 
dignity  to  the  one,  and  appropriate  decorations  to 
the  otuer?  The  C&pitol,  in  which  we  ex^rt  our 
talent^  and  display  our  eloquence  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare,  stands  on  an  emi- 
nence ^hich  overlooks  a  vast  extent  of  country. 
As  far  as  the  eye  can  extend  its  vision,  the  rural 
scenery  around  borders  on  the  sublime  and  beau- 
tiful ;  and,  to  me,  it  seems  that  this  site,  and  land- 
scape, and  the  objects  presented  to  view,  invite 
us,  with  a  powerful,  though  silent,  eloquence,  to 
give  to  the  metropolis  of  our  nation  correspondent 
maffnificence  and  beauty. 

The  proud  oppressors  of  the  earth,  at  different 
periods  of  time,  have  erected  cities  to  their  own 
fame,  and  adorned  them  with  spoils  of  conquered 
nations.  Not  so  is  it  with  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton. The  people  of  the  United  States,  prompted 
by  motives  which  do  honor  to  the  Republican 
character,  decreed  it,  and  are  rearing  xt^  up  to 
perpetuate  the  name  of  the  Father  of  his  Coanlry. 
As  long  as  our  Republic  shall  remain,  it  will  be 
a  standing  monument  to  his  glory; 

And  wnl  it  not  be  gratifying  to  tbe  best  feelings 
of  patriotism,  and  become  a  noble  excitement  to 
emulation,  to  behold  the  stately  fractures  corres- 
ponding to  the  greatness  of  his  achievements,  re- 
flecting the  splendor  of  his  talents  and  the  munifi- 
cence of  his  virtues.  But,  in  all  things,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  would  observe  the  golden  mean.  I 
am  no  advocate  for  extravagant  expense,  empty 
parade,  and  useless  ostentation.  I  only  aim  at 
simple  grandeur.  But  I  certainly  entertain  the 
opinion  that,  of  all  governments,  a  republic  ought 
to  appear  with  sober  pomp  and  modest  splendor. 
Not  the  dazzling  radiance  of  a  throne  is  here  re- 
flected ;  but  the  mild  lustre,  the  serene  inaj'esty, 
of  the  sovereign  people. 

Whatever  b^  the  intrinsic  excellence  of  an  in- 
dividual, it  not  unfrequently  happens,  that,  for  the 
want  of  a  certain  decorum,  a  bland  manner,  or  an 
ingratiating  deportment,  his  superior  endowments 
are  of  diminished  utility  to  himself  and  to  his 
fellow-men.  "Dead  flies  cause  the  ointment  of 
the  apothecary  to  send  forth  an  unsavory  per- 
fume; so  doth  a  little  folly  him  who  is  in  reputa- 
tion for  wisdom  and  honor."  It  is  the  same  with 
government.  For  the  want  of  a  smooth  and  at- 
tractive exterior,  by  which  the  harsh  features  of 
power  are  softened,  it,  ^Ijenates  public  opinion, 
and  loses  somewhat  of  its  authority  to  promote 
the  public  ^ood«  Hence,  the  wisdom  of  giving  to 
our  Republic,  and  all  appurtenant,  those  graceful 
decorations,  which,  by  the  law  of  our  nature,  con- 
ciliate attachment  and  engage  esteem. 

In  the  course  of  my*  reading.  I  have  sQmewhere 
met  with  an  observation  of  this  import — "  Great 
men  first  make  the  government,  and  then  the 
government  makes  great  men."  Certain  it  is, 
that  our  Government  was  founded  by  men  pre- 
eminently great.    And  it  is  equally  true  that  they 


endowed  it  with  the  capacity  to  produce  their  own 
likeness.  "My  heart's  desire,  and  e^en  prayer  to 
GK)d,"  is,  that  this  native  tendency,  or  inherent 
capacity,  may  never  be  counteraf  ted  or  impaired 
by  a  shortrsiglited,  narrow-minded,  heart-sicken- 
ing, energy-destroying  policy.  I  have  no  sympa- 
thies in  common  with  those  politicians,  on  what- 
ever part  of  the  globe  they  may  dwell,  who  are 
for  waging  an  exterminating  war  with  all  that  is 
decorous  and  ornaiAentai  in  society ;  whose  policy, 
whatever  be  their  motive,  tends  to  jeplunge  the 
civilized  world  into  the  depths  of  Grothic  igno- 
xance  and  grossness,  and,  Vandal-like,  to  involve 
the  lofty  column,  the  magnificent  dom^,  the  superb 
structures,  the  proud  monuments  of  art,  the  boast 
and  glory  of  refined  ages,  tojgether  with  the  works 
of  genius  and  tasne,  in  one  indiscriminate  ruin. 
It  is  the  office  of  the  statesman  not  to  pull  down, 
but  to  buUd  up;  liot  to  deteriorate,  but  to  im- 
prove his  country.  And  the  genuine  patriot,  in 
the  work  of  amelioration  and  embellishment,  will 
feel  tbe  generous  ardor,  th^  noble  enthusia^,  of 
the.  poet  who  paints  for  eternity.  Our  Republic 
is  not  destined  to  crawl  on  the  ground,  and  feed 
on  dust,  like  the  serpent.  It  is  now  erect,  and  in 
tile  image  of  Its  creators..  Its  genius,  like  theirs, 
is  elevated  aod  noble.  The  American  Eagle  is 
capable  of  a  flight  as  lofty,  and.  in  the  cause  of 
liberty  and  humanity,  far  more  glorious,  than  the 
Roman.  This  emblem  of  our  greatness  already 
appears  with  healfnff  under  her  wings,  .which,  in 
due  time,  I  trus.t,  will  be  benignly  extended  over 
all  oppressed  nations. 

Mr.  MoArthub,  of  Ohio,  rose  in  reply.  He 
should  not  attempt,  he  said,  to  follow  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  in  all  the  wlndiogs  of  the  learned 
speech  he  had  justdelivered.  For  himself,  he  was  a 
backwoodsman,  brought  up  in  tents  and  camps, 
and  not  practised  in  making  fine  speeches;  but 
he  thought  it  was  sufiiciently  plain  tnat  this  por- 
tico was  not  a  matter  of  any  necessity,' and  bad 
better  be  dispensed  with.  He  believed,  according 
^to  appearapces,  that  we  should  be  at  no  loss  in 
finding  a  tenant  for  the  House  without  more  re- 
pairs. The  building  was  now  complete,  and,  la 
bis  judgment,  better  without  the  portico  than  with 
it.  The  portico,  which  bad  just  been  completed, 
was,  he  believed,  but  little  used,  if  At  all.  He  did 
not,  to  be  sure,  profess  to  be  Very  intimate  at  the 
President's  house,  but  he  had  frequently  passed  it, 
and  never  yet  saw  the  south  portico  occupied,  or 
used  in  any  way.  As  to  the  difficulty  of  getting 
there  in  bad  weather,  there  is  no  compulsion  which 
obliges  us  to  visit  the  President's  house  while 
the  weather  is  bad,  or,  at  least,  to  take  the  fair 
ladies  there  of  whom  the  gentleman  Had  spoken. 
He  could  not  but  consider  the  proposed  item  of 
appropriation  as  a  useless  expense,  especially  when 
we  recollect  that  the  nation  has  a  debt  yet  hang- 
ing over  it  of  ninety  millions  of  dollars.  As  to 
the  magnificence  of  this  Hall  and  the  Capitol,  to 
which  the  gentleman  had  alluded,  the  expendi- 
ture to  produce  it  was,  in  a  gk'eat  measure,  money 
thrown  away.  This  Hall,  as  a  place  for  speaking, 
Was  nearly  useless — it  was  merely  by  accident  that 
J  any  thing  could  be  heard  at  his  seat  ;hat  was  read 
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frooi  the  Clerk's  table — ^membera  voted  in  the 
dark — and  might  be  voting  away  the  public  money 
vithoQt  knowing  it,  for  the  want  of  distinctly 
hearing  the  resolutions  read  at  the  Clerk's  table. 
Government  would  yet  have  to  abandon  it,  and 
build  a  plain  ^uare  rOom',  where  members  could 
hear  what  each  other  said.  He,  therefore,  thought 
that  the  style  of  this  Hall  ought  to  be  no  guide  in 
erecting  our  public  buildings;,  and  he  hoped  never 
to  see  it  followed.  He  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  agreeing  to  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Krbmcr,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  haB  no 
interest  in-  this  portico,  and  he  could  not  vote  in 
favor  of  it.  He  was  one  of  those  who  went  upon 
the  old  Repnblicaif  principles ;  he  had  started  in 
'96  on  those  principles,  and  he  meant  to  adhere  to 
them.  He  couJd  notsee  any  valuable  ^nd  to  be 
answered  by  hddingXnother  portico  to  the  Presi- 
dent's house,  unless,  indeed,  it  was  to  make  a 
monument  of  what  the  gentleman  called  "  simple 
grandeur.''  Perhaps  the  gentleman  might  thmk 
^is  Hal^  too,  was  a  monument  of  '^  simple  gran- 
deur"— but,  for  his  part,  Mr.  KT  said,  he  thought 
it  was  a  monument  of  pride  and  extravagance. 
and  not  of  old  Republican  principles.  He  coulu 
not  undertake  to  answer  the  gentleman's  fine 
speech;  to  him,  a  great  part  of  it  was  unintelligible; 
and,  in  reply  ia  some  quota tioirs  he  had  made  in 
it,  from  a  dead  langhage,  he  should  answer  in  his 
own  mother  Oerroan  tongue:  Ich  habe  es  nicht 
ventanden,*  He  did  not  boRevelhat  any  man  had 
a  right  to  entail  debt  upon  posterity.  Congress, 
to  1^  sure,  had  the  power  to  do  so,  but  they  could 
not  do  it  on  any  moral  principle.  And,  before 
we  set  about  making  monuments  of  '^  simple  gfan- 
dear"  we  had  better  be  sure  that  we  have  the 
money  to  make  them  in  our  pocket.  He  did  not' 
think  Congress  1)ad  a  right  even  to  put  up  a  neces- 
tcary  building,  till  we  were  able  to  pay  for  it — [a 
laugh,  and  a  call  to  order.]  As  to  this  portico,  it 
was,  in  his  opinion,  as  unnecessary  as  a  fifth  wheel 
to  a  wagon.  The  gentleman^  to  be  sure,  had  made 
a  long  speech  about  it,  and  it  micht  he  oratory, 
for  aught  he  knew^  but  it  certainly  had  nothing 
of  solid  reasoning  it. 

Mr.  HoGEBOoM,  of  New  York,  tose  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  in  formation  from  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings, 
(Mr.  CuasxiAF,)  whether  mueh  expense  had  al- 
ready beeii  incurred  in  preparing  materials  for  the 
proposed  portico.  He  did  not  consider  the  build- 
ing of  this  portico  as  a  matter  very  ae<cedsary,  but 
if  moclr  expense  had  been  gone  into  to  provide  for 
it,  it  might,  perhaps  be  better  to  go  on  with  it ;  if 
not,  he  thought  the  money  might  be  much  better 
applied  to^ repairing  the  injuries  in  the  wall  which 
surrounds  the  enclosure  of  the  President's  house, 
and  in  smoothing  away  some  of  the  precipices  in 
the  bank  within  it,  which  are  now  so  unsightly. 

Mr.  Sharpe,  of  New  York,  made  a  farther  in- 
quiry abcmt  some  stone  Which  were  dressed,  and 
hiy  m  front  ol  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  CusHBCAiv  explained. 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  the  appropri- 

*  I  djd'ni  and6rstand  th€<gentl6inatt. 


ation,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  65,  nays 
115,  as  follows : 

YxAS-^Messrl.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Alli- 
son, Archer,  J.  8.  Barbour.  Bartlett,  Breck,  Brbnt, 
Brown,  Burton,.  Cam breleng;  Campbell  of  Booth  Car- 
olina, Cobb,  Cook,  Crowntnshic^,  Otashman,  Durfee, 
Dwioell,  Dwight,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Fortyth>  Faller,  Go- 
van,  Gurley,  Hamilton,  Hayward,  Kent,  Lincoln, 
Longfellow,  McDaffie,  McKee,  McKim,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  Markl.ey,Martindale,  Mercer,  Miller,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pluoier  of 
New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Reed,  KeynoIds»  Rives, 
Rose,  Saonden,  Sharpe,  Stoddard,  Strong,  Taylor, 
Ten  Eyck,  Tod,  Traey,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wayne,  Whipple, 
Whitman,  Wood,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of 
Tennessee,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.P.  Bar- 
botir,  Bassett,  Be^her,  Blair,  Buchanan,  Buck,  &uck- 
ner,.  Burleigh,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cary« 
Clark,  Cocke,  Collins,  Con'dicf,  Conner,  Crafts,  Craig, 
Culpeper,  Cifthbert,  Day,  Edwards  of  PenQsjlvania, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Findlay,  Floyd:-Foot  of 
Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York,  Frost,  Garrison, 
Gatlin,  Gazlay,  Gist.  Hall,  Harris,  Hayden,  Henry, 
Herrtok,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Houstop,  tngham,  Isacks, 
Jennings,  J.  T.  JoHnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer, 
Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Litchfield » 
Liyermore,  Livingston,  Long,  McArthur,  McCoy,  Bllc- 
Kean,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mangum,  Marvin,  Ma^lack, 
Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of 
Kentucky,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Pnnce, 
Randolph,  Rankin^  Richards,Rich,  Rogers,  Ross,  Sand- 
ford,  9cott,  Sibley,  Sroane^ Arthur  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  William  Smith,  Spaight,  Stendefer,  A.  Ste- 
venson, J.  Stevensdn,  Swan,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Tucker 
of  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio, 
Vinton,Vebster,  WhitUesey,  White,  Wlckliffe,  Wil- 
liams of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of 
North  C/arolhia,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wil- 
son oftiouth  Carolina,  Wilson  of  Ohio. 

On  the  item  of  appropriation  for  public  walks 
in  front  of  the  lots  and  ground  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  $5,000, 
a  debate  arose  of  a  somewhat  desultory  character. 

Mr.  CocKB,  of  Tennessee,  said,  that  when  he 
looked  at  the  appropriations  proposed,  and  heard 
the  gentlemen  trom  Maine  support  them  by  telling 
us  that  we  have  an  oferflowing  Treasury,  it  pat 
him  in  mind  of  a  boy  who  had  received  from  his- 
TMipa  a  supply  of  pocket  money ;  he  thinks  it  Will 
never  be  gqne,  and  is  engaged  only  ihcontjriving 
ways  in  which  he  can  spend  it.  We  have,  to  be 
sure, -said  Mr.  C,  got  some  money  now  in  the 
Trefisury  j  but  do  we  forget  that  whatever  we  for- 
bear spending  out  of  it  will,  go  toward  defraying 
our  public  debt  ?  or  do  not  gentlemen  remember 
that,  next  year,  there  will  be  twenty-six  millions 
of  that  debt  to  be  paid  ?  If  we  squander  away 
our  retwurces  as  soon  as  they  come  into  the  Trea- 
sury, w.e  shall  b^Oeath  to  our  posterity  a  large 
debi,  which  ought  to  have  been  paid  by  ourselves, 
and  which  we  ought  to  be  paying,  now,  in  a  time 
of  profound  peace.  To  give  away  our  money,  to 
make  foot-paths  for  the  people  of  Washiogton,  is 
not  the  way  to  do  this,  nor  are  these  fine  gravel 
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walk^  at  all  necessary.  W«  are  told,  to  be  surei 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  who  deals  so<much 
in  gallantry,  that  be  is  afraid  the  ladies  may  muddy 
their  toes  in  coming  up  to  the  Capitol  to  near  the 
members  make  speeenes.  Bytt,  for  his.  part,  Mr. 
C.  said,  he  thought  the  present  walks  were  quite 
sufficient  for  M  useful  purposes. 

Mr.  £remer  thought  with  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee.  He  had^  for  one,  found  no  difficulty 
whateitrer  in  going  about  the  city,  or  in  getting  up 
to  the  House ;  and,  if  ladies  do  muddy  their  toes,  why 
let  them  e'en  stay  at  home,  and  not  come  crowd- 
ing the  galleries  of  this  House.  For  his  part,  the 
travelling  was  convenient  enough  f<»r  him — he 
found  no  difficultyr  from  the  mud.  Nothing  in 
life  was,  in  his  opinion,  valuable,  but  as  it  was 
useful.  The  nation  wants  money,  and  bow  do 
gentlemen  propose  to  get  it?  ay  loans?  No. 
By  direct  taxes?  Not  at  all.  But  by  transfer,  the 
most  iniquitous  of  all  n^odes  of  paying  debts. 
Look  at  Kugland.  It  was  not  long  since  her  debt 
was  only  a  small  sum,  and  now  it  w.aB  grown  to 
the  enormous  amount  of  upwards  of  a  tbousand 
millions  of  pounds  sterling ;  and  so  heavy  was  her 
load  of  taxes  that  land  in  that  country  would  not 
fetch  half  its  value.  This  course  was  beginning 
10  be  ptirsued  here ;  nay,  it  had  been  pursued,  and 
that  too  long  already.  ■* 

Mr.  Cocke  called  fbr  the  reading  of  an  act  rd* 
lating  to  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lot^  in 
Washington ;  and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  Taylor,  qf  New  York,  thought  tnat  this 
act,  instead  of  weighing  any  thing  against  the  pro- 
posed appropriation,  rather  showed  that  CoAgress 
IS  bound  to  make  the  pavement.  There  is  an  un- 
expended balance  of  the  proceeds  of  these  sales  now 
in  the  Treasury,  and  it  ought,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  to  be  applied  to  object^  of  this 
description.  The  act  passed  two- years  since,  anV) 
to  whHsh  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  allu- 
ded as  a  proof  of  our  liberality  to  the  citizens  of 
Washington,  was  merely" to  change  the  location 
of  a  canal,  and,  wh^en  that  is  completed,  the. 
balance  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  must  .return  into 
the  Treasury,  d&c. 

Mr-  Cocke  explained.  Nearly  two  millions  of 
dollars  had  arisen  from  the  sales  of  public  property 
in  this  city,  and  what  had  become  of  it  was-  not 
easy  to  teli,  unless  it  had  been  divided  amooff  the 
citizens  of  Washington.  Only  918,000  of  it,  be 
believed,  ever  reached  the  T/easury ;  and  that  has 
no  soon»  got  in  than  we  have  a  plan,  to  draw  it 
out  again. 

Mr.  CusBMAN  replied  to  Mr.  Cocke.  He  had 
cot  said,  w«  have  an  "overflowing  Treasury.'' 
There  were,  he  believed,  about  six  millions  in  the 
Treasury,  and  the  sum  he  proposed  to  draw  from 
it,  for  the  portico,  was  only  $26,000,  which  would 
not  make  aay  great  hole  in  it.  As  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  gentleman  in  relation  to  his  speech, 
he  did  not  profess  to  deal  in  wit,* and  therefore  he 
should  not  attempt  to  answer  iw  He  was  a  plain 
man,  and  aimed  only  at  speaking  common  sense. 
In  relation  to  the  particular  item  now  under  con- 
sideration, he  said  he  thought  the  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington, had  expended  much,  both  of  money  and 


labor,  to  improve  their  city  and  to  accommodate 
the  members  of  Congress;  and,  as  they  had  to 
make  these  walks  in  front  of  their  own' property,  it 
was  fit  that  .Government  should  do  as  much  for 
property  whioh  belonged  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Buck,  of  Vermont,  wisl^ed  to  know  whether 
the  $18,000  referred  to  as  proceeds  of  sales,  is  still 
ia  the  hands  of  the  Commissioner,  or  has-  been 
paid  into  the  Treasury ;  in  the  fotfmer  case,  let  the 
Commissionef  apply  it  at  once  to  this  object;  in 
the  latter  we  nuist  pift  an  appropriation  for  it  into 
the  bill.  The  object  of  the  appropriation  now 
under  oonaideration,  Mr.  B.  thought,  was  a  proper 
one. 

Mr.  Taylor  called  for  the  read jn^*  of  a  state- 
ment from  ^''Burcb's  Digest,"  showing  bow  the 
moneys  from  the  sale  of  public  property  in  Wash- 
ington had  been '  applied.  (The  statement  was 
read;  from  which  it  appears  that 'the.  money  has 
been  expended  in  building  the  Capitol,  dbc.] 
'  Mr.  Mbacer,  of  Virginia,  agreed  ^ith  the  gen- 
tleman' from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Buck,)  that  the 
whole  question  was,  whether  the  money  still  re- 
mained in  the  bands  of  the  Commissioner,  or  a 
special  appropriation  was  necessary.  This,  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Cocke)  had  not 
totld  the  House.  Mr.  M.  also  suggested  that  the 
charter,  glinted  io.  the  city,  ought  to  be  ex- 
amined, to  see  how  far  Congress  has  bound  it- 
self to  improve  the  etound  in  front  of  public  pro- 
perty. It  still  holds,  he  believed,  five  thousand 
lots  in  the  city,. the  extent  of  whose  fronts  would 
probably  amount  to  thirty  miles.  Mr.  M,  entirely 
cbincided  in  the  sentiment  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Maine,  that  there  was  not  the  least 
ffTound  of  complaint  against  the  inhabitants  of 
Washington— *they  were  not  his  constituent^:— be 
had  no  more  interest  in  them  than  other  gentle- 
men ;  bat  he  symfuthized  with  ,them.  from  the 
bottom  of  his  soul,  in  the  burdens  they.nad  to  sus- 
tain, and  he  thougnt  they  bad-shown  an  enterprise 
in  improving  the  city,  highly  honorable  to  their 
character,  ami  entitling  them  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress,  their  only  guardians. 

The  qi^estion  was  tnen  taken  on  this  item  of  ap- 
propriation, tind  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative^ 
yeas  94,  nays  49. 

On*,  the  Clause  introdueed  by  Mr.  Cooke,  which 
provides,  that  no  person  reeciVing'an  annual  sal- 
ary from^he  United  States^shall  receive  any  thing 
in  addition  thereto  for  any  service  whatever,  by 
way  of  perquisite  or  ektra  compensation,  except 
fees  of  office  established  by  law,  a  debate  arose, 
v^hich  occasionallf  grew  very  warm. 

Off  the  suggestion  of  Mr*  Forsyth,  of  Georgia, 
the  proviso  was  modified  by  th)?  ikddition  of  the 
word  "  official,"  so  as  to  make  it-  read  "  for  any 
official  service,"  Ac. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  was.  of  opinion  that  the 
proviso,  as  modified,  watf  a  bad  bn&  abd,  without 
the  modification)  a  very  bad  one.  It  hfe  understood 
its  operation,  it  would  be  to  prevent  any  person 
holding  an  omce,  such,  for  Instance,  as  a  Uovernor 
of  a  Teiritory,  from  being  temporarily  employed 
to  discharge  any  other  function  to  which  emolu- 
ment was  attacned— -auch,  for  example,  aa  nego- 
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tiatisg  aa  Indiftn  treaty — although  'that  persod 
might,  of  all  others,  he  t&e  hest  fitted  to  discharge 
that  ditty* 

Mr.  FoRstTTH  replied,  in  explanation,  that  the 
proviso  woQld  not  havenhis  operation^  It  applied 
only  to  th^  reeeiving  of  extra  pay  or  perqursites 
for  the  discharge  of  doties  which  helon^  to'  the 
very  office  held,  and  not  to  those  of  another  office. 

Mr.  Cook  thought  it  would  be  found  to  bear  on 
a  part  of  the  system  now  sanctioned  for  the  com- 
pensation of  the  officers  of  the  Nary,  and  to  s6me 
of  those  of  the  Army  also. 

Mr.  CoCKB  explslined,  that  it  could  touch  none 
of  those  persons^  as  they  did  not  receive  *'  an  an- 
nual salary."  but  monthly,  pay  and  perquisites^  and 
even  those  latter  were  all  regulatea  by  law. 

Mr.  Cook  rejoined.*-*-He  still  thought  it  woald 
prevent  the  temporary  employment  of  salaried 
personsin  the  discharge  of  other  duties,  unless  they 
wooid  consent  ta  perforrh  the  dnty  for  nothing. 

Mr.  Cocke  thought  It  was  strange  that  the 
member  from  Illioois  shquld  be  so  zealous  on  this 
subject,  when  he  bad  formerly  been  equally  zeal- 
ous in  opposing^  a  measure  of  the  kind  he  now 
advocates,  in  relation  to  the  investigation  of  the 
affairs  of  certain  land  offices  inr  his  own  State. 

Mr.  Cook  repdled^he  insinuation. — The  mem- 
ber from  Tennessee  talked,  as  usual,  about  what 
he  did  not  understand — but  he  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  doing  this  so  frequentljr,  that  the  House 
had  given  him  a  sort  of  prescriptive  right  to  speak 
about  matters  of  Whichhe  was  ignorant.  Yet  the 
member  ought  not  to  mislead  the  House  on  points 
of  facts  jvhich  he  did  understaud.  [Mr.  Cook 
then  explained  the  circumstances  to  which  the 
ecntleman  from  Tenjiessee  had  alluded,  and  de- 
fied and  invited  scrutiny.]  He  insisted  that  the 
proviso  could  be  productive  of  no  economy  ;  for, 
as  these  extm  duties  must  be  performed  by  some- 
bodjr,  and  that  somebody  must  be  paid  for  perform- 
ing them,  all  that  this  proviso  would  do,  would  be 
to  tie  the  hands  of  the  President  from  employing 
the  most  suitable  person  to  perform  them,  because 
sach  pem)n  misht  happen  to  enjoy  an  annual 
salary^,  for  something  else,  not  incompatible  in  its 
nature.* 

Mr.  Cocke  replied,  and  declared  that  his  only 
object,  and  the  only  effect  of  the. proviso  wduld  be 
to  cut  off. perquisites,  which  rested  on  custom  and 
not  On  law,  from  certain  salaried  officers  who  now 
received  them.  By  this  he  beliered  the  public 
good  wonld  be  promoted,  which  was  his  sole  in- 
dacement  in  o(lering*  th^  amendment. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  understanding  that 
the  gentleman  meant  to  exclude  extra  pay  oxrly 
when  given  for  duties  property  belong^ing  to  tfa^ 
office  of  the  person  who  performed  them,  offered 
an  amendment  to  make  the  proviso  read  in  the 
words  following:  "for  any  official  duties  what- 
soever, appertaining  to  the  office  for  which  said 
salary  shall  be  received." 

Mr.  Buck  thought  that  nothing  would  be  gained 
by  the'  proviso.  It  would  only  prevent  clerks 
in  the  offices  from  being  employed  cat  of  office 
ioun  in  duties  to  which,  of  all  other  persons,  they 
were  most  conapcftent,  but  which  it  would  be  un- 


reasonable to  expect  them  to  perform  without  extra 
allowance.  If  the  proviso  was  adopted,  these  du- 
ties must  be  s;iyen  to  somebody  else  to  do,  not, 
probably,  hair  so  well  acquainted  with  the  per- 
formance of  them.  •  It  has  besides  a  squinting  to- 
wards restricting  the  powers  of  the  rresident  in 
the  proper  discharge  or  his  duty. 

Mr.  GAZLAYjofOhio,  vj^ishing  better  to  under- 
sta'nd  the  provisos  and  its  operation,  moved  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table,  and  to  order  the  amendment 
to  be  printed. 

This  motion  was  not  agreed  to* 

Mr.  Tracy,  of  New  York,  apprehended  that  the 
mover  of  th^  amendment  was  hardly  aware  of  the 
extent  to  which  its*  terms  wOUld  operate.  No 
doubt  there  existed  some  abuses,  which  it  might 
remove ;  bot.'before  he,  fot  one,  could  consent  to 
its  adoption;  ne  must  have  a  clearer Irnowledge  of 
the  cases  to  which  it  would  apply.  It  appeared  to 
him  to  be  too  crude — ^it  embraced  too  much,  and 
was  too  indefinitely  worded,  to  be  adopted  in  io 
present  shape.  There  are  certain  allowances  to 
some  of  the  officers,  both  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
he  beliered,  which,  having  been  sanctioned  by 
usage,  form  a  part  of  their  support,  and  did.  form 
a  part  of  it  when  they  accepted  their  commissions, 
but  which  probably  have  never  been  expressly 
sanctioned  by  law.  -  He  would  not  say  whether 
these  ought  all  to  continuej  but  it  was  very  possible 
that  many  of  them  were  right  and  proper.  At  all 
events,  he  Vanted  a  Ailler  view  of  the  facts  before 
he  was  prepared  to  legislate  upon  the  suAject. 

Mr.  CocxE  explained.— -the  proviso  was  not  in- 
tended, to  touch  the  proper  emoluments  of  either 
the  Army  or  Navy.  It  might  reach  the  case  of 
certain  Gfenerals,  who,  besides  their  anntial  salary, 
received  rations,  ouarters,  dbc,  not  sanctioned  by 
any  law.  It  would  reach  the  case  of  the  Attorney 
General,  who,  whenever  he  performed  any  duty 
out  of  court,  and  at  his  own  lodgings,  must  have 
extra  fee^^  &c.  He  was  sure  that  his  friend  from 
New  York,>wbo  had  rendered  him  sach  important 
aid  on  a  -former  occasion,  in  preYentin^defadlters 
from  reeeiving  their  salaries  till  their  accounts 
were  adjustea,  would,  if  he  rightly  understopd  the 
present  proviso,'  give  it  his  hearty  support.* 

•  To  ihtEdUoTB  of  the  NoHentd  Inieliigeneerf 

'  The  tntetligencer  of  this  morning  contains  a  debate 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  a  clause  proposed 
by  Mr.Oocke,  of  Tennessee,  to  be  Introdoced  into  the 
appropriation  bill,  and  pronding  that  no  person  re- 
eeiving-an  annual  salary  lirom  the  United  States,  shall 
receive  any  thing  in  addition  tiieneto,  for  any  service 
whatever,  by  way  of  perquisite,  or  extra  compensation, 
except  fees  of  office,  estobltshed  by  law.  On  thesug- 
getUoD  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  proviso  was  modified  by 
the  addition  of  the  word  offidal,  to  as  to  make  it  read, 
**  A'o  person  reeeiving  an  annual  salary  from  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  shall  receive  any  thing  in  addition  thereto, 
for  any  official  services."  In  the  coarse  of  the  debate, 
Mr.  Cocke  is  reported  to  have  said,  among  other 
things,  that  **  this  pr6viso  would  reach  the  case  of  the 
Attorney  General,  who,  whenever  he  ^rfbrmed  any 
duty  out  of  eonrt,  ahd  at  his  own  lodgings,  most  have 
extra  fees,"  dbc  The  remark,  taken  in  connexion 
With  the  Butjeel-mattet,  is  calculated   to  make  the 
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Mr.  Traoy  replied,  that  he  had  supported  the 
former  measure,  and  was  happv  in  perceiviog^  that 
its  adoption  had  led  to  beneficial  consequences. 
But,  he  was  not  prepared  fo  strip  salaried  persons* 
of  ail  that  part  01  their  income  which  was  derived 
from  perquidtes  and  extra  pav  for  extra  duty, 
without  inyestigation,  and  witnout  giving  them 
some  permanent  equivalent. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment 
to  the  proviso  which  had.  been  moved  by  Mr. 
Foot,  and  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Whipple,,  of  New  Hampshire,  suggested 
^t  the  object  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
might  be  accomplished  without  adding  the  proviso 
to  this  bill,  as  a  bill  was  shortly  to-  come  from  the 
Senate  on  the  subject. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Cookie  in  reply — 

The  question  was  taken  on  adopting  the  proviso 
as  modified,  and  carried— .ayes  76,  noes  68. 

The  next  amendment  was  an  appropriation  of 
$16,000  for  Qarrying  into  effect  the-fir3t  and  sev- 
enth articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  \  which  was 
adopted. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  amendment  of 

the  committee  to  the  item  respecting  our  Ministers 

and  Charges  des  Affaires  at  foreign  Courts— 

,  Mr.  Qazlay  moved  further  to  amend  the  item 

by  striking  out  the  words  "Madrid"  and  "Lisbon.'^ 

While  this  motiou  was  under  discussion,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Mo  N  DAY,  Ma  rcb  15." 

Mr.  HfiRRicic,  presented  a  petition  of  John 
White,  a  Revolutionary  pensioner,  praying  to  be 
allowed  arrearages  of  pension. 

Mr.  ToMLiNsoN  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
owners  and  masters  of  vessels,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  prayinff  that  buoys  may  beplaced  on 
a  reef  of  rocks^in  Long  Isllind  Sound,,  called  the 
'^  Hen  and  Chickens." — Referred. 

Mr.  McLans,  oI'  Delaware,  presented  a  niemo- 

: 1-^ ,-— 1 

impression,  that,  whenever  the  Attorney  G«nera!' per- 
formed any  official  duty  out  of  court,  and  at  his  own 
lodgings,  he  m not  have  extra  fees.  This  coald  scarcely 
have  been  the  sense  of  the  speaker :  becanse,  in  this 
■ente,  the  remark  is  inoorrept.  The  present  Attorney 
General  never  did  receive  .an  eBotra  fee  for  any  official 
duty,  in  court,  out  of  court,  at  his  lodgings,  in  his 
office,  or  any  where  else.  For  the  performance  of  all 
his  official  duties,  his  sole  compensation  has  been  the 
salary  of  his  office.  He  has,  on  a  very  few  occasions, 
(four,  only,  are  remembered,  in  the  course  of  the  six 
and  a  half  years  during  which  he  has  been  in  office,) 
been  employed  by  the  Governmept  to  render  profes- 
sional services,  wholly  out  of  the  line  ef  his  official 
duties;  and,  for  these,  he.  has  been  compensated  as 
any  other  professional  gentleman,  who  might  b&ve 
been  employed  by  the  Government  to.  render  the  same 
services,  would  have  heeo  compensated.  Bnt  he  has 
never  received  an  extra  fee  for  any  official  duty  what- 
ever, or  wheresoever  performed;  and,  consequently, 
the  proviio  does  not  reach  the  case  of  the  Attorney 
General,  nor  has  it  the  most  distant  bearing  on  any 
..  part  of  bis  conduct. 

Wasbixotoit,  Tuesday,  March  16,  1694. 


rial  of  the  Comjuisaioners  of  the  town  of  New- 
castle, in  that  State,  praying  for  the  aid  of  the 
General  Government  in  erecting  additional  piers 
in  th0  hartMMr  of  said  town. — Referred. 

Mr.  McLanb,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  authori- 
zing the  employment  of  additional  clerks  alkd  cer- 
tain messengers  and.  assistants,  and  other  persons, 
in  the  several  Departments,  which  wasrea4  twice, 
and -committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McJoANB,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Mary  H.  Hawkins,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  her 'relief;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  CommiUee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Ctunmitt^e  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  tlie  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  chanffe  the  terms  of 
the  district  court  of  theJUnited  Slates  for  the  Ken- 
tucky district,"  reported  the  same-without  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  the  third  time 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  WiLLiABfts,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committed  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  L.  O^den.  and  others,  accom- 
panied bv  a  bill  for  their  relief ;  which  was  read 
twice  ana  comnAitt^d  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr'.  Cook,  tho^Committeeon  Puh- 
lic  Lands  were  instructed  to  in<iuire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  Matthew  Duncan  to  change 
his  location  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section 
No.  22,  in  township  No.  9.  south  of  ran^e  No.  4 
west,  to  some  other  quarter  seciioa,  it  having  been 
located  through  mistake.  ^  . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gcrley,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  removing 
the  obstructions  to.  the  navigation  of  the  river 
Iberville,  in  the  State  of  Loqisiana,  placed  in  said 
river  during  the  lat^war,  by  order  of  the  Com- 
manding Genarat  of  the  Sbptnern  division  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  mquire  into 
the  expe(|iency  of  aiding  the  State  of  Indiana  to 
0[>en  a  canal  at  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  in  confor- 
mity to  an  act  of  t^e  General  Assemjitly  of  said 
States  approved  January  31st,  1824.    ' 

Mr.  Cocke  offered  the  following  tesolotioh  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  and  re- 
port whether  any  arrangements  can  be  made  by 
which  the  letters  addressed  'to  .the  members  of 
Congress  while  in  session  can  be  supplied  ac  an 
earlier  hour,  and  at  a  less  expense.'' 

Mr.  Bkent  moved  the  following  amendment, 
which  wasi|ceepted  as  a  modi6cation :  "And  whe- 
ther the  privilege  given  to  members  of  Congress 
to  frank  letters  ought  not  to  be-extended."  And 
th£  question  being  put,  the  resolution,  as  modified, 
was  adopted — a'yes  72,  nays  56. 

Mr*  Rankin  laid  the  following  re&olution  on  the 
table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz : 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of.  the  United  Btates 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House  if  any  of  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  for  the  exaniaation  of  titles  and 
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dftima  to  land  in  the  Twritoix  of  Florida,  hvre  ro- 
eaived.  In  advaneo,  any  part  of  the  coQpensation  al- 
lowed by.  law  for  the  perforin ance  of  the  duties  required 
of  them,  previously  to  the  performauce  of  those  duties* 
or  without  having  performed  any  service  for  such  ad- 
vance ;  and,  if  any  such  advances  have  beeo  made, 
that  he  be  requested  to  state,  under  the  provisions  of 
what  law  they  were  90  made,  with  the  amount,^  the 
time  when,  and  to  whom  advanced ;  but,  i£  advanced 
without  any  taw  authorizing  the  same,  that  a  copy  of 
any  order  or  authority,  if  any  there  be,  bv  virtue  of 
which  any  sum  of  money  may  have  been,  drawn  from 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  be  furoithed  this 
House. 

Mr.  Owen  moved  tbe  fpllowing  resolution  : 

lUsohedi  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  salary  of  the  distriqt  judge  of  ithe  district  of  Ala- 
bama. . 

The  resoiutiqa  was  read,  ^od  disagreed  to  by 
the  House. 
Mr.  Stewart  moved  the  following  resolution : 

iZeso^ree^  That  the  committee  on  tha  Cheeapeaka 
and  Ohio  canal  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  for  the  s^le  of  the  public  lots  and 
pobUc  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  ^n  the 
bistriet  of  Columbia,  and  that  the  proceeds  be  appro- 
priated to  the  fiiit  section  of  the  Chesapeake  and  phio 
canal,  between  thitf  city  and  Cumberland, 

TONNAGE  DUTIES,  Ac. 

Mr.  Bb£Ck  offered  the  following  resolution  for 
coQsideratioQ :  *  ^ 

Raohedf  That  the  Committee  of  CttfTlberce  be  in- 
structed to  repoH  to  this  House  whether  any  law 
exists  in  contravention  of  the  provisioni  of  the  con- 
vention of  the  8d  July,  1815,  made  between  this  coun- 
try and  Great  Britain ;  also,  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
dieney  of  countervailing  by  law  any  duties  on  Ameri- 
can tonnage,  wEich  Great  Qritain  may  lay  thereon 
contrary  to  tha  stipulations  ountained  in  the  aforesaid 
convention.  ^  . 

In  ofeing  this  resolution,  Mr.  Bregk  stated 
that  it, had  a  twofold  <^biect ;  first,  to  inquire  whe- 
ther we  had  been  to  blame  ii»  contravening  the 
provisions  of  the  convention  between  this  country 
and  Qreal    Britain;  and,'  secondly,  wl>ether  it 
would  not  be  expedient  to  countervail,  by  law, 
any  tonnage  duty  that  may  be  laid  contrary  to 
treaty  by  Bnsland.    It  appeared,  by  the  proceed- 
ings 6f  the  miperial  Parliament,  that,  so  late  as 
the  l3th  of  February,  resolutions  were  passed  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  authorizing  the  British 
King  to  lery  ninety-four  cents  per  ton  on  Ameri- 
can shfps  trading  to  his  Earopean  dominions,  and 
stity  cents  per  ton  on  oar  ships  going^tothe  West 
India  colonies.    The  <luiy  of  nitfe^-four  cents, 
'  Mr.  B.  thought,  was  at  variance  with-  the  fbllow- 
vi^  stipajation,  contained  in  the  convention : 

"  No  higher  or  other  duties  or  charges  shall  be  Inir 
posed  in  any  of  ^the  ports  of  the  United  States,  on 
British  vessels,' than  those  payable  in  the  same  ports 
by  vessels  of  the  United  States ;  nor  in  the  porta  of 
any  of  His  Britannic  Majekty'^  territories  in  Europe 
ofl  (he  vessels  of  the  United  Btates/than  shall  be  pay- 
able in  the  same  ports  on  British  ve«els." 


The  convention  contains  no  stipalation  forbid- 
ding our  Government's  countervailing  all  tonnage 
or  other  duty  levied  in  the  colonies.  It  is  m- 
lieved  that  a  duty  equivalent  to  one  dollar  per  ton 
has  been  raised  from  our  tonnage  since  the  West 
India 4rade  has  been  open  to  our  commerce ;  and 
this  has  been,  in  part,  countervailed  by  us.  Bat 
this  we  are  perfectly  at  liberty  to  do,  fol"  it  is  a 
colonial  concern,  not  incorporated  into  the  con- 
''vention.  Not  so  on  ships  coming  from  Great 
Britain.  Here  we  are  restricted  by  a  positive 
treatv  stipalation  t  and  if  any  duty  on  such  trade 
has  oe^n  laid,  it  is  entirely  contrary  to  law,  be- 
cause a  trea|y  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  If 
no  such  dutv  has  been  exacted  at  our  custom- 
houses, it  will  be- proper  to  coontervail  immedi- 
ately, by  special  act,  any  duty  that  Great  Britaia 
itiay  impose  apon  our  Karopean  trade.  The  tax 
of  ninety-four  cents  on  our  cominerce,  with  the 
single  port  of  Liverpool,  will  amognt,  on  136,000 
tons  of.  American  snipping  that  entered  that  port 
alone  in  >823,  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars ;  and,  upon  our  tmde 
to  other  Brkish  Guropean  ports,  to  hbout  seventy 
thousand  dollars;  making  an  Additional  charge 
:ttpon  our  eoQimerce  of  more  than  9^00,000!  As 
the  resolution  is  only  for  inquiry,  Mr.  B.  trusted 
that  it  would  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  Newton  and  Mr.  CAMBRELfiNO  made  some 
remarks  in  op)N>sition  to  the  resolution,  as  believ- 
ing the  inquiry  unnecessary;  pnd  Mr.  Mallart 
and  Mr.  Trimblb,  taking  the  contrary  ground, 
made  some  observations  in  favdr  of  it. ' 

Finally,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  resolution 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL.     . 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
and  took. up  for  consideralion  the  bill  making  pro- 
visii)n  for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 
1834. 

Mr.  Gaslay  withdrew  the  amendment  offered 
by  him  on  Saturday,  and  the  question  being  on 
concurring  in  the  amendment  as  reported  by  the 
committee —  , 

Mr.  Gazlat  said,  &e  hoped  the  House,  would 
not  conooE,  and,  if  it  did  not,  he  should  then  move 
to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  »  proviso  to  ap- 
propriate $49,000)  as  a  sum  ad^uate  to  the  main- 
tenance of  European  foreign  relations.  Mr.  G. 
said,  the  practice  of  more  than  twenty  years  has 
been  to  provide,  frenerally,  for  foreu^n  intercourse, 
without  designating  the  placfes  of  Miniaters.  This 
had  obtained  rhtough  the  tide  of  successful  and 
unsuccessful  experiment,  and  he  saw  no  ffood 
reason  to  change  it.  He  was  not  prepared  for 
the  doctrine,  that,  whenever,  and  as  often  as  the 
President  might  choose  to  appoint  a  Minister  to 
the  Court  of  any  despot -in  Europe,  thift  House 
was  bound  to  echo  the  appointment ;  and,  as  often 
as  an  appointment  should -be  made  by  takings 
member  from  the  Senate — a  principle  not  surely 
agreeable  to  the  people — that  we  should  do  the 
same ;  he  thought  the  safest  way  was,  to  leave 
eac&  depsftment  to  bear  the  raspoosihiiity  of  tto 
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own  ConstitutioBal  discFeHon.  TheJong  practice 
which  gave  sanction  to  the  course  he  proposed, 
was,  to  his  mind,  a  sufficient .  proof  of  its  cor- 
reetnesSf  ' 

He  wished  the  sum  reduced  for -two  reasons, 
viz:  because  he  believed  that  there  were  many 
national  objects  to  wbichvit  ^ould'be  more  advan- 
tageously appropriated ;  and,  because  he  saw  no 
good  reason  for  maintaining  Ministers  of  &h& first 
grade  at  the  Courts  of  all  the  despots  in  Slurope", 
when  there  was  no  national  object  fbr  them  to 
accomplish.  Mr.  G.^said,  he  had  always  under- 
stood* taat  foreign  Ministers  were  intended  for  the 
making  of  treaties,  or-  for  settling  soma  great  na- 
'  tional  question ;  and,- as  we  had. neither  of  thene 
now  on  hand,  with  the  greax  crowned  heads,  he 
must  presume  that  ours  had  no  oiher  design  than 
the  maintenance  of  a  system  of  espionage ;  aiAl, 
although  this  might  do  well  enough  for  one  tyrant 
to  watch  another,  he  thought  it*totally  inadmissi- 
ble for  a  great  republic.  What  have  we  ooWy 
said  Mr.  G.,  to  do  in  Europe  to  justify  the  num- 
ber and  expense  of  foreign  Ministers?  and  how 
many  great  objects  have  we  which  demand  all 
our  resources?  Mr.  G.  said,  he  did  not  believe 
that  this  course  bad,  or  would  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  American  people,  and  he  could  not  reconcile 
it  with  any  sound  principle  of  democracy. 

Mr.  McLane  advocated  the  amendment  of  the 
committee,  and  replied  to  Mr.  Gazlat.  The 
question  being  put,  the  amendment  was  adopted, 
as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  remaining  amendments  having  been,  also, 
concurred  in,  th^  bill  was  ordered  to  Se  Engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  and  was  subsequently  read  a 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the.Benatefor  oon- 
currence. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

• 

On  motioii  of  Mr.' Ton,  the  House  then' went 
into  Committee  of  the, Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Condict  in  the  Chair,)  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  amending  the 
several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.*  Bay  Lies,  of  Massachusetts,  movei.  to 
amend  the  biU  by  striking  out  the  word  "one" 
and  inserting  ^^  three,"  in  the  65th  and  66ch  lines, 
80  as  to  make  that  clause  of  the  section  read  as 
follows : 

'*  On  all  Leghorn  hats  or  bonnets,  and  all  hats  or 
bonnets  of  straw,  chip*  or  ffrasa,  and  on  all  flats, 
braids,  or  plats,  for  making  of  hats  or  bonnets,  a  duty 
of  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem  :  Prorndsd^  That 
all  Leghorn  hats  aad  bonnets,  and  all  hats  or  bonnets 
of  straw,  chip,  or  grass,  which,  at  the  place  whence 
imported,  with  the  addition  of  ten  per  centum,  shall 
have  cost'  leas  than  three  dollars  each,  shall,  with  such 
addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have'cost  three  dol- 
lars, each,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly," 

Mr.  Baylies  supported  this  motion  by  a  speech, 
in  which  he  stated  the  benefits  that  would  result, 
and  gave  a  succinct  history  of  this  branch  of 
manufacture,  in  this  country,  from  its  earliest 
origin  till  it  had  grown  to  an  annual  amount  of 
a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  He  stated  the 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  rained  by  th^im- 


portation  of  Leghorn  bonnets,  to  theamoant^last 
year  of  9800,000. 

The  motion  was  further  advocated  by  Mr. 
Rich,  and  Opposed  by  Messrs.  Cambbbleng, 
Sharpe,  Marvin,  and  Floyd.  And  the  question 
being  put,  it  was  lost. 

Mr.  Cook*  of  Iinnois,  moved  to  amend  the  82d 
line,  by  striking  out  "two,"  and  inserting  "Ihree,"  so 
as  to  make  it  read  "On  lead,  in  pigs,  baT§,  or  sheets, 
three  cents  per  pound."  And  lie  supported  the 
motion  in  a  speech  of  considerable  length.  It 
was  opposed  by  Messrs.  BhaRpe  and  .Cambrb- 
LENQ,  of  New  York-^-advooated  by  Mr.  Stewart, 
of  Pennsylvjaniai  and  further  opposed  by  Mr. 
Sanopord,  of  Tennessee,  to  whom  Mr.  Cook  re- 
pli^, — when  the  qdestion  b^ing  taken,  the  motion 
wa^i.  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  in  the  148th  line — "  On  muskets,  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents  per  stand,"  by  adding  the  words 
following :  "And  on  all  other  fire-arms,  and  on 
side-arms,  thirty  per  cent,  td  valorem."  The 
motion  being  explained  by  Mr.  Foot,  was  adopted 
without  opposition. 

Mr.  MclLiM  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  177th 
line.  Viz :  "  On  talk>w«  four  cents  per  pound."  He 
supported  his  motion  by  a  short  speech,  to  which 
Mr.  Too  replied.  When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot, 
of  Connecticut,  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


TuEsnAY,  March  16. 

The  Committee,  on  the  Judiciary  were  dis- 
charged from  th^  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Collins,  as,  also,  from  the  petition  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Society  for  promoting  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  for  the  relief  of  free  negroes  unlawfully 
held  in  tiondage,  and  for  improving  the  condition 
of  the  African  race;, and  they  were  Jlaid  on  the 
table; 'also,  from  the  consideration  of  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  East  Florida,  ^ipon  the 
subject  of  pegroes  claimed  bv  Indians;  ^nd  it  was 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Ram KiN,.fcom  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
JLands,  who  were,  on  the  31st  December  lasL  in- 
structed  "to  inquire  into  the  title  and  right,  of  the 
United  States,-  in  and  to  one  township  of  laad>  re- 
served for  certain  purposes  in  the  contract  altered 
into  with  John  C.  Symmes,  as  mentioned  in  the 
laws  passed  in  1792  and  1803,  relating  thereto," 
made  a  report  thereon,  which  wfs-laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Johnson. 
Indian  agent  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  reported  a  bill 
reserving  to  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indians,  a  cer- 
tain tract  of  land,  in  lieu  of  a  reservation  made  to 
them  by  treaty ;  which  wa^  read  ^twice,  and  com- 
raitied.to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  the  subject  was  referred  by  resolution,  on 
the  10th  of  February  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  con- 
firming certain  claims  to  lands  in  the  western  dis- 
trict ot  Louisiana  ;•  which  was  read  'twice,  and 
comoQ^tted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
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Mr.  Rankin,  from    th/e  same  committee,  to 


which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Sepate,  en- 
tilled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  employing  of  cer- 
tain asstst^Dts  in  the  General  Land  Omce,"  re- 
ported ^the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  timeao-morrow. 

Mr.  WaiTTLESEYy  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  a- report  on  the  petition  of  Solomon 
Sibley,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  whi«h 
was  read  t^ice,  and  comimtted  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Afiairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sa- 
rah YeOable  and  Jane  Mot^slHj"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  (he  Whole. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Ran- 
kin, yesterday,  was  taken  up,  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
change  the  terms  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  Kentucky  district,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed; 

A  Message  from  the  Prbsidest.opthe  United 
States  was  received  an^  read,  a$  follows : 

To  tkt  House  oj  ^preaentaiives  of  the  United  States: 

Id  eomplianee  with  a  reaotatkm  of  the  House  of 
ReprestBtatives  of  the  17th  of  Fsbmary Ja»t,  requeet- 
isg  •*  inforautiim  whether  any  measures  had  baen 
taken  for  carrying  into  efiect.  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  June  17,  1777,  directing  a  monument  to  be 
erected  ta  the  memory  of  David  Wooster,  a  Brigadier 
Geoersi  in  the  Army  of  the  UhiCbd  States,  who  fell 
in  defending  the  liberties  of  America,  and  bravely  re* 
pelling  an  inroad  of  the  British '  forces  to  Danb'ury  in 
Connecticut,"  I  have  caused  the  necessary  inquiries 
to  be  made,  and  find,  by  the 'report  ef  ""the  Register  of 
the  Treasury,  that  no  monument  has  been  erected  to 
the  memory  of  that  patriotic  and*  gallant  officer,  nor 
has  soy  money  been  paid,  to  the  Bxecutive  of  Con- 
necticut on  that  account. 

JAMES  MONROt:. 

Mabcb  17,1834.  • 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  cleans. 

MR.  BAII^EY'S  €ASE. 

Mc  Sloane  moved  ID  postpone  all  the  previous 
orders,  and  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections  nnfavorable  to  the  right  of  John 
Bailey,  a  member  of  this  House,  to  a  seat  there- 
in. Mr.  Bailey  was  proceeding  with  somci  re- 
marks, but  the  Chair  pronounced  all  discussion 
out  of  order  till  the  question  was  taken  on  con- 
sidering! t.  It  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ayes  103,  noes  62. 

The  House  accordingly  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Cobb  in  the  Chair,)  on  the 
report  above^mientioned.  The  report  of  Uie  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  was  read* 

Mr.  Bailby,  x)f  Massachusetts,  rose-  and  ad- 
dressed the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr,  Chairman :  I  feel  peculiar  embarrassment 
in  ofkriof  nay  views  of  the  present  subject,  from 
a  conviction  that  I  shall  be  unable  to  do  it  justice. 
Even  if  my  health  were  perfectly  goodj  I  should 
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labot"  under  the  disadvantage  of  being  unused- 


totally  unused — to  public  sneaking.  This  mis- 
fortune, joined  with  a  very  feeble  state  of  health, 
renders  it  impossible  that  I  should  do  justice  to  a 
subject  in  which  I  cannot  avoid  feeling  ^reat  in- 
terest. I  hope,  therefore,  that  this  Committee  will 
do  me  the  favor  to  believe  my  cause  reaJiy  much 
Wtef  than  my  representation  of  it  will  be*  * 

It  canqot  escape  observation  that  the  question 
now  under  consideration  is  not  an  ordinary  in- 
stance in  the  history  of  contested  elections.  Near- 
ly all  such  questions  have  for  their  ol^ect  to  ascer- 
tain what  is  the  real  will  of  the  |)feople.  In  the 
present  case,  the  object  is  ta  discaver  if  ther^  be 
any  mode  ol  defeating  the  will  of  the  people. 

On  this  subject,  one  rule,  it  is  believed,  may  be 
.laid  down  with  perfect  -truth.  And  it  is  stated 
with  the  more  confidence,  since  1  have  the  au- 
thority of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections  for  its  correctness.  In  the  disctission  of 
a  late  6ase,  the  cocRested  election  firom  New  York, 
which,  we  all  remember,  rested  mainly  on  the 
correctness  or  incorrectness  of  the  decision  of  the 
commissioners  of  election  in  that  State  respecting 
a  single  vote,  that  gentlem^an  remarked  that  in 
ocder  to  ftet  aside  this  decision  b£  the  commission- 
ers, it  was  not  sufficient  to  raise  a-  doubt  on  ihe 
case ;  tliere  must  be  made  out  a  clear  and  "  posi- 
tive" case  against .  the  decision.  This  reiz\^rk> 
Mr.  Chairman,  1  beard  with  particular  pleasure; 
both  be(5ause  it  was  a  just  remark^  and  because  I 
hoped  that  not  only  that  .gentleman,  bat  this 
House,  would  extend  the  same  just  and  liberal 
principle  to  my  own  ca8^.t  The  truth  of  th^  prin- 
ciple cannot  be  doubted.  And  if  it  applies  to  the 
decision  of  the  commissioners  of  an  election,  with 
how  much  pore  force  dpes  it'  apply  to  the  ex* 
pressed  will  of  the.  people  of  a  whole  district  ?  A 
strong  And  positive  case  indeed  ought  to  b^  made 
out,  baforesuch  an  expfe$sion  of  the  will  of  the 
people  is  set^  aside.  And  1  under^ke  to  show 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  has 
entirely  iaiied  to  make  out  such  a  case. 

In  contested  elcetiotfs,  arising  under  either  the 
Greneral  or^tl^e  State  governments,  the  practice* 
has  been  to'eive  a  liberal  construction  in  fs^vor  of 
the  rights  of  the  people.  This  practice,,  it  is  be- 
lieved, has  never  been  departed  from,  except  in 
times  of  great  party  heat  and  excitement.  In  the 
present  times  it  is  trusted  that  no  sucti  excitement 
will  be  ibund  to  exist.  It  is  not  to  be  denied  that 
ejflforts  have  been  made,  out  of  doors,  both  at  the 
Ujme  of  the  election  and  more  leeently,  to  give  a 
.  pacty-  turn  to  the  case  now  under  discussion.  But 
1  trust  that  no  such  efforts  will  avail ;  that  this 
House,  will  permit  no  such  feelings  to  mingle  in 
(he  discu;»ion.  I  appeal  with  confidence  to  this 
House  to  take  that  liberal  view  Of  the  privileges 
of  the  people,  which  has  so  universally  prevailed 
on  questions  of  this  nature. 

For  the  first  time,  within  pay  knowledge,  we 
have  i&  departure  from  this  liberal  construction  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  now  be- 
fore yon.  The  principles  of  this  report  are  in- 
deed new;  they  are  wholljr  unprecedented.  In 
BO  authorities,  either  legislative  or  judicial,  do  we 
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find  the  prtnciples  here  avowed.  Inbabitancv, 
according  to  this  report^  means  purely  and  simply 
'^  locality  of  existence"— othe  mere  fact  of  being  in 
a  place.  This  definition,  I  venture  to  say^  was 
Dever  before  heard  of^  and  is  at  War  with  the 
spirit  of  all  our  free  institutions. 

When  I  was  elected  to  this  House,  in  ^ptem- 
ber  last,  I  was  employed  in  the  Department  of 
State.  The  question  t)ccurred — Shall  i  resign 
that  employment,  and  accept  a  seat  in  this  House  ? 
This  was  an  interesting  question,  to  one  who  de- 
pended for  his  living  on  his  own  exertions.  In 
this  country  nearly  ail  of  us  are  compelled  to  .per- 
sue  some  course  of  honest  industry  for  our  support ; 
and,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  most  fortunate  lor  the 
country  that  this  necessity  is  so  general.  To  a 
person  thus  situated,  the  question  presented  for 
decision  was  an  impottaiu  one.  Doubts  1  know 
were  entertained  of  cny  eligibility.  I  extended 
my  inquiries  to  all  analogous  cases'  within  my 
reach;  and  they. were  all,  without  exception,  in 
favor  of  my  eligibility.  I  learnt  th^  opmion$  of 
some  of  our  first  citizens  on  this  point;  and  they 
too  Went  to  the  same  j^ulT.  I  have  learnt^  acci-. 
dentally  in  most  cases,  the  opiniotfs  of  at  least 
twelve  of  the  very  first  statesmen  and  jurists  of 
the  nation; 'and,  what  is  most  remarkable,  thpse 
opinions  are  per^tly  unanimous — not  one,  of  the 
whole  number,  is  opposed  to  what  appears  to  me 
to  be  the  truth  of  the  question.  I  do  not  mention 
this  fact,  under  tBe  fmpression  that  such  opinions 
*»hould  have  a  binding  force  with  this  Hpuse. 
With  this  House,  and  this  Ho^se  alone,  the  Con- 
stitution has  left  the  Mi  control  of  questions  like 
the  present.  But  the  opinions  of  ^ucfa  persons  are 
entitled  to  respectful  consideration,  And  it  is  na- 
tural to  suppose,  that  they  mnst  have  had  decided 
weight  with  me,  when  determining  in  my  own 
(mind  the  question  of  acceptance. 

Before  examining  the  principles  of  the  report  of 
the  committee,  I  beg  leave  to  notice  severafefrors 
in  it,  in  point  of  fact.  -        , 

The  report  (n,  6-7)  says :  "  It  is  contend^  by 

.  '  Mr.  Bafley,  that,  as  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
^  General  Government  while  in  t^is  District,  and 
'  had  expressed  an  intenHon  of  returning  to  Mas- 
'  sachusett^,  that  he  still  remains  an  inhabitant  of 
*  that  Stale,"'  I  certainlynever  contended,  Mr* 
Chairman,  that  Tremainedan  inhabitant  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, merely  from  the  two  facts  here  stated. 
But  I  did  contend  for  it,  from  those  two  facts, 
supported  by  another  most  important  fact,  that 
this  constant  declaration  bf  my  intention  of  re- 
turning, was  confirmed  by  my  whole  course  of 
conduct  whil€  I  was  employed  in  this  District — 
by  my  total  disconnection  with  the  civil  affairs  of 
this  place.  Wc  all  know  the  irresistible  propen* 
sity  of  freemen,  to  take  part  in,  the  civil  concerns 
of  those  communities,  in  which  they  intend  to 
make  their  permanent  abode.  Nfy  entire  absti- 
nence from  taking  such  part  in  this  District, 
most  strongly  corroborates  my  uniform  declara-' 
tion,  that  I  latended  it  as  merely  a  temporary 
abode. 

-     The  report  (p.  7)  further  savs:  «  The  fact*  is 
'  conceded,  that,  at  the  time  or  the  election,  and 


*  for  nearly  six  years  before,  Mr.  Bailey  was  ac- 
<  tually  an  inhabitant  of  the  City  of  Washington." 
The  obvious  understanding  of  this  repiark  would 
be,  that  this  fact  bad  been  donceded  by  me.  Such, 
however,  is  not  the  fact.  No  ^uch  tson^es^ion  has 
ever  been  made  by  me. 

[Here  the  Chairman  of  the  Comn)ittee  of  Elec- 
tions, rose  to  explain.  He  said  that  the  Committee 
Were  obliged  to  state  the  points  of  Mr.  B.'s  defence 
from  tecoilection  merely,  as  it  had  never  been 
put  into  their  hands  in  writing,  but  merely  read 
to  them.  Mr.  B.  replied,  that  his*  defence  was 
read  to  the'  committee  on  the  29th  of  January, 
from  a  rough  draught — thnt  he  w^s  to  have  given  in 
a  correct  draught  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  com- 
ndittee,  on  the  fourth  of  February — but  that,  in  the 
meantime,  on  the  second  of  February,  he  learnt 
from  the  committee  that  they  had  determined  on 
their  report.  This  fact,  together  with  a  desire 
to  incoroorate  socbe  remarks  on  several  points  sub- 
sequently suggested  by  the' committee,  was  the 
reason  why  the  corrected  draught  was  not  submit- 
ted to  the  committee.]  *    ; 

The' report  ^p.  8)  also  says,  that  I  assumed  ^^  the 
character  of  tne  head  of  a  tamily."  This  is  en- 
tirely indorreol,  unless  ihere  be  some  peculiar  and 
technical  meaning  bf  the  phrase,  different  from 
its  common  meaning.  I  have  been  accustomed 
to  consider,  that  a  person,  in  order  to  be  the  head 
of  a  fapiily,  must  either  own  or  rent  a  bouse — or 
must  have  the  gorerntnent  of  the  domestics  of  the 
family — or  must  regulate  its  pecuniary  expenses, 
or  at  least  furnish  the  means.  Some  one,  at  least, 
if  not  all,'  of  tHese  incidents,  I  have  always  sup- 
posed necessary  to  constitute  the  h^ad  of  a  lamilV. 
Yet  not  a  single  one  of  these  incidents  has  attach- 
ed t6ime,  during  my  residence  in  this  District. 

These  efrors  in  point  of  fact,  in'  the  report  be- 
fore-us,  I  have  thought  it  ;iecessary  to  notice  in 
the  first  instance ;  as  they  may  have  had  an  un- 
favorable influence  on  the  minds  of  som^  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  If  they  have  hitd  such  influ- 
ence with  a  single  member,  it. is  hoped  these 
remarks  will  correct  it. 

I  wilt  now  proceed,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  notice 
some  of  the  points  and  arguments  contained  in 
this  very  extraordinary  ^report ;  and  will  show, 
not  only  that  many  of  them  ar^  founded  in  error, 
but  that  many  are  wholly  inconsistent  with  each 
other. . 

In  the  second  paragraph  of  the  report,  it  is 
stated,  that  the  subject  under  consideration  is 
"  one  of  great  national  consequence."  This  re- 
mark could  not  certainly  be  intended  to  apply 
merely  to  the  individual  seat,  which  is  now  con- 
tested ;  hot  inust  be  meant  to  refer  to  the  general 
principle  involved  in'  the  question  under  discus- 
sion. Is  the  remark  correct, even  in  this  respect? 
Our  present  National  Grovernment  has  been  in 
operation  for  thirty-five  year»«  At  the  end  of 
thirty-five  years,  one  case  has  occurred,  in  which 
a  person  residing  at  the  Beit  of  Government  has 
been- elected  a  member  of  this  House.  Perhaps 
in  thirty-five  years  more,  another  case  may  occur. 
Is  this  an  alarming  prospect  ?  Is  the  case  one  of 
such  ^  great  national  consequence  ?"  I  will  agree 
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with  the  chairtaan  df  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
chat  if  another  case  should  occur  witl^in  the  next 
thirty-five  years,  and  we  should  both  hare  seats 
on  this  floor,  I  will  join  him  in  a  vote  in  favor  of 
an  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  which  shall 
expressly  exclude  from  this  House  all  persons  not 
actually  resident  in  the  States  in  which  they  are 
chosen.  But  I  will  whisper  in  t)\e  ear  of  that  gen- 
tleman, thai  if  he  feels  alarmed  lest  the  purity  of 
this  House  should  be  destroyed,  and  is  ans^ious 
for  a  remady.  thercf  is  an  amendment  which  might 
be  made  in  the  Constitution,  far  more  efficacious 
than  the  one  proposedt  Let  the  Constitution  be 
amended,  so  as  to  prohibit  Executive  appoint- 
ments from  being  made  from  this  and  the  other 
branch  of  Congress.  If  th^re  is  real  danger  of 
Executive  influence  in  Congress,  here  is  a  field 
more  worthy  of  the  gentleman's  labor  than  the 
one  in  which  be  has  been  industriously  ^ng'aged. 

In  the  same  parajgraph,  we  have  an  attempt  to 
elucidate  the  meantng.of  the  word  inhabitant,  by 
adverting  to  th^  supposed  state  of  the  parties  in 
the  Convention  Which  fnmafd  the  Constitution  of 
the  Union,    it  is  alleged,  that  in  this  Convention 
there  were  three  parties,  zealous  in  support  of 
their  respective  favorite  theories ;  one  in  fa^or  of 
a  coosdidated  Gowrmnent,  a  second  in  favor  of 
a  confederalion  not'difiering  widely  from  the' .old, 
and  a  third  in  favor  of  an  intc^rmediate  form.    No 
amhortties  are  cited  in  support  of  (hese  alleged 
historical  f&cts.    But  suppose  the  statement  per- 
fectly correct^— is  not  the  inference  from  it  pre- 
cisely the  reverse  of  that  drawn  by  the  commit- 
tee?   The  committee  infer,  that,  si  Ace  the  second 
party  were  zealous  in  '<  sustaining  the  distinctive 
character  of  the  several  States,"  and  in  limiting 
the  powers  of  the  Qeneral  Government,  therefore, 
we  are  bonnd  to  give  a  rigid  interpretation  of  the 
word  inhabitant.    To  me^  this  appears  completely 
a  wm  Be^iivr,    Before  this  inference  can  b^  legiti- 
mately drawn,  it  must  be  proved  that  this  party 
prevailed  in  the  Convention^  and  modellea  the 
Constitution  according  to  their  Own  views.    But 
this  is  not  proved — ^the  fact  is  known  to  be  the 
reverse.    So  far  were  they  from  this  victory,  and 
so  erroneous  did  they  consider  the  principles  of 
the  Constitution,  that  some  of  them  refused  to  the 
last  to  sign  it ;  and  others  were  strenuous  in  ad- 
vocating amendments,  which  should  restrain  what 
they  deemed  the  dangerous  latitudinarian  powers 
of  the  General  Gk)yernment.    So  true  is  this,  that 
the  report  itself  admits  that  /<  it  was  with  much 
'  reluctance  that  they  finally  agreed  to  unite,  in 
'  that  spirit  orra.u,tual  concession  and  compromise, 
'  OQt  of  which  resulted  the  adoption  of  the  present 
*  Constitution.'*    To  infer  that  a  word  us6d  in  the 
Constitution  oog[ht  to  be  construed  rigidly,  be- 
caose  th^re  was,  m  the  Convention  which  fVamed 
it,  a  party  in  favor  of  giving  very  limited  power 
to  the  General  Government,  which  party  it  i9  con- 
fessed did  not  succeed  in  establishing  their  pecu- 
liar views,  is  a  species  of  reasoning,  which  this 
House  will  never  adopt. 

We  are  further  informed,  by  the  report,  that 
the  wise  framers  of  the  Constitution  must  hare 
foreseen,  that  the  -Seat  of  the  General  Gorern- 


'ment  would  collect  a  number  of  persons,  ''whose 
'  long  habit  of  dependence  on  those  who  might  fill 
'  the  chief  places  in  tbe  Government,  would  do 
'  much  towards  enlisting  thdm  in  support  of  al- 
'  most  any  cause  which  the  Administration  might 
*  wish  to  promote."  Without  stopping  to  inquire, 
whether  mankind  are  really  as  corrupt  as  this  re- 
mark implies,  I  must  deny  the  inference  dVawn 
from  it  in  the  report.  It  is  inferred,  that  because 
these  framers  foresaw  this  supposed  state  of  things, 
therefore,  they  meant  to  prohibit  the'  election  to 
this  House  or  any  person  so  residing  at  the  Seat 
of  Government.  I  have  already  adverted  to  the  ^ 
far  greater  influence  of  the  Executive  in  this 
House,  by  the  unlimited  power  of  appointment 
from  among  its  members,  if  the  number  of  mem- 
bers which  have  been  t|ius  appointed  for  thirty- 
five  yein  past,  be  compared  with  the  nucnber 
(one)  elected  to  this  House  among  those  eihployed 
at  the  Seat  of  Government,  we  shall  see  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  influence  from  the  former  source, 
compared  with  that  from  the  latter-.  Now,  to 
ftupp^S  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  in- 
^tenaed  expressly  to  guard  against  the  latter  com- 
paf&tively  trifling  source  of  Executive  influence, 
and  yet  overlooked  the  former  overwhelming  one, 
is  to  snppos^e  them  an  assembly  of  weak  and  short- 
sighted men,  wholly  unworthy  of  the  great  trust 
reposed  fn  them.  It  is  pUin,  then,  that  they  had 
no  such  fears  as  this  report  attributes  to  them  ; 
but  believed,  that  men  might  be  honest  though 
onae  employed  at'Uie  Seat  of  Government,  or 
though  even  under  the  far  stronger  influence  of  a 
hope  of  still  further  Executive  patronage. 

The  report  subsequently  alludes  to  the  expe- 
rience of  tne  British  hation,  and  the  supposed  in- 
tention of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  to  avoid 
the  evils  incident  to  the  election  of  members  of 
the  British  Parliament.  In  the  remarks  whfch  I 
bad  the  hono^  to  submit  to'  the  Committee  of 
Elections  previous  to  their  report,  and  which  are 
printed  W4th  it,  I  have  suggested  what  seems  to 
me  the  reason  yrhy  inhabitancy  has  been  for  a 
long  period  made  a  qualification  for  oflSce,  by 
so  many  of  our  constitutions  and  laws.  Our  an- 
cestors had  seen  the  evih  experienced  in  Great 
Britaiir  from  their  system  of  representation,  and 
aimed  at  preventing  their  existence  in  this  coun- 
try, without  weighing  fully  the  difierence  of  con- 
ditions between  thai  country  and  this.  Such,  I 
presume,  was  the  motive  of  the  first  adoption  of 
this  rule ;  a  rule  which  was  continued,  and  en- 
grafted into  thcr Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
rather  from  habit,  than  from  any  serious  fears,  kt 
that  time,t>f  danger  to  liberty,  from  the  want  of 
such  a  rule*  So  difl*erent  is  the  condition  of  rep- 
resentation in  this  country  from  that  In  Great 
Britain,  that  I  venture  to  say,  that  no  injury 
would  be  experienced  by  us,  if  the  clause  of  the 
Constitution,  requiring  inhabitancy  as  a  qualifi- 
cation for  a  sea^  in  this  House,  were  entirely  abol- 
^ished.  The  equality  of  our  representation,  and 
the  great  number  and  intelligence  of  our  electors, 
render  it  impossible,  even  without  such  a  clause, 
that-the  evils  of  representation,  found  in  the  Brit- 
ish system,  should  ever  exist  with  us.    The  vote 
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of  one,  or  two.  or  five  electors,  as  in  England^ 
may  be  eontrolled;  but  those  of  five  thousand,  as 
in  the  United  States,  cannot  be.  For  this  reason 
I  believe  most  fMlly,  that  if  this  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution were  entirely  abolished,  no  practical  evil 
would  result.  And,  therefore,  I  believe,  that  the 
clause  was  inserted  by 'the  framers,  rather  from 
habit,  than  from  a  belief  in  wny  necessity  for  that 
over-rigid  adherence  to  the  principle,  which  this 
report  inculcates. 

When  readioff  this  allusion  to  the  improper  in- 
fluence exercised  jn  elections  to  the  British  P^- 
liament,  I  confess  I  had  one  regret.  I  did  regret, 
that  the  committee  did  not  add,  that  not  the  slight- 
est appearance  of  such  .influence  existed  in  the 
case  m  question. «  Since  the  committee  allude  to 
such  improper  influence  in  Great  j^ritain.  as  hav- 
ing a  bearing  on  the  present  subject  ot  debate, 
some  may  be  led  to  infer,'  that  possibly  it  had  real 
existence  in  the  election  now  contested.  It  was 
shown,  apparently  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  none  such  existed  in  the  case.  I  do 
regifii  that  the  committee,  when  alluding  }o  ^uch 
influence^  did  not  explicitly  state  their  belief,  that 
such  was  the  fact.  «      ' 

The  report  proceeds  to  state,  that  "tbe  true 
theory  of^  representative  government"  requires 
that  the  representative  be.  '^^elected  from  the 
bosom  of  that  society  which  is  composediof  his 
constituents^"  and  that  he  should  possess  a  knowl- 
edge of  their  character  and  political  views,  and 
foe  that  purpose  should  "mingle  in  their  com- 

enny  and  jom  in  their  conversations;'^. and  that 
e  should  especially  have  "that  reciprocity  of 
feeling  and  identity  of  interest  which  exist  only 
among  members  or  the  same  community."  This 
is  a  beautiful  theocy,.  but  happens  to  make  no  part 
of  our  Constitution,  and,  therefore,  has  no  appli- 
cation to  the  case  in  question.  We  are  all  prone 
to  fancy  to  ourselves  what  ought  to  be  a*  rule  of 
action,  and  th^i^ce  to  infer  that  such  is  in  fact  the 
established  rule.  This  is  an  efroi;  Our  inquiry 
now  is,  what  is.  the  Qonstitution  ?-^not,  what 
ought  it  to  be?  That  the  above  picture  is  ideal, 
and  unsupported  by  the  Constitution,  is  easily^ 
shown.  Suppose,  when  1  came  to  this  city,  1 
had,  instead  of  this,  gone  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  settled  there,- with  full  and  evident  intention 
of  making  it  my  nermaoent  abode.  And  suppose, 
in  one  month  after  this,  a  district  of  that  oute 
bad  been  as  infatuated  us  a  district  in  Massachu- 
setts seems  to  have  been,  and  had  in  its  weakness 
selected  me  to  a  seat  in  this  House.  This  would 
unquestionably  have  been  a  valid  and  Constitu- 
tional election.  What,  then,  becomes  of  the- 
above  beautiful  theory  of  representative  govefcn* 
ment  1  Where  is  the  representative  coming  ffbm 
the  bosom  of  the  society  of  his  constituents? 
^  Where  his  mingling  in  iheir  conwany-r-his  join- 
ing in  their  cpnversations  —  and  his  intinuite 
knowledge  of  their  character  and  political  views? 
It  is  plain  that  nothing  of  .this  is  found.  Yet  a 
provision  securing  these  advantages,  the  report 
asserts,  is  "absolutely  necessary"  for  "every  well 
regulated  goyemm.ent."  Either,  therefore,  our 
Government  is  not  a  well  regulated  one,  or  the 


report  under  consideration  is  inqorrect.  We  shall 
be  safe  in  continuing  to  believe  that  our  Gh^vera- 
ment  is  a  good  one,  and  that  the  people  may  still 
be  trusted  with  s^lecUng  their  ow^n  representatives 
without  a  danger  that  they  will  select  persons 
wholly  unacquainted  with^  their  interests  and 
views. 

The  report,  itt  illustration  of  its  doctrine^  quotes 
the  Journal  of  the  Convention  of  1787,  wkich 
framed  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  I 
feel  greatly  in^lebted  to  that  jaurnal;.  for  it  proves, 
conclusively,  .that  the  rigid  doctrine  of  the  report 
is  unsound.  By  tecuniDg  to  the  journal,  we  find 
that  the  earlier  draughts  of  the  Constitution,  when 
speaking  of  the  qualifications,  for  a  seat  in  this 
House,  use  the  word  "resident;"  requiring  that 
the  person  elected  should  be  a  resident  of  the^State 
in  which  he  should  be  chosen.  But  toward  the 
close  of'-the  Convention,' the  word  '' resident"  was 
changed  to  the  word  "  inhabitant  j*^  which  plainly 
shows  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  con- 
sidered  that  a  person  might  be  an  inhabitant  of  a 
State  though  not  actuaHv  residept  in  it.  We 
further  find  that  the  qualincation  tor  the  office  of 
President  w,as,  in  the  first  draught,twebty-one  years 
an  inhabitajit  of  the  United  States;  but  this  was 
afterwards  changed  to  fourteen  years .  a  resident. 
This  two-fold  change  proves  clearly  that  the  two 
terms,  "  inhabitant"  and  "  resident,"  were  under- 
stood by  the  Con^vention  to  have  distinct  and  sep- 
arate meanitags.  So  evident/  is  this  fact,  that  the 
feport  itself  admits  that  the  word  "inhabitant" 
was-inserted  in  place  of  "xesident,"  "  as  a  stronger 
term."  This  admission  completely  overthrows 
the  main  principle  of  the  report:  which  is,  that, 
according  to  t]ie  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
a  person  is  aki  inhabitant  of  that  place  in  which 
he  actually  resides.  '  If  the  stronger  term  "  inhab- 
itant" mean  mere  ".locality  of  exist^ace" — ^mere 
residence  in  a  place-rwhat  less  than  this  can  the 
weaker  term. "  resident"  mean  7  This  one.  fact, 
af  admitted  by  the  committee  themselves,  proves 
that  the  fundamental  principle  of  their  report  is 
unsound,  and,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be  sustained 
by  the  House. 

The  report  cites  Fo^,.  and  Jaeeb^a  Law  Dic- 
tionary, in  support  of  its  definition  of  inhabitancy : 
but  it  does  it  hesitatingly,,  as  ,in  doubt  of  the  ap- 
plicability of  these  foreign  authorities  to  an  Ameri- 
can question.  I  agree. with  th^  committee  in 
their  doubts 1 1  do  not  believe  these  authors  would 
be  conclusive  auihority,  even  if  they  Wer^  most 
explicit  and  full.  But  they  are  the  reverse  of  this. 
VcUtel  says :  "  Inhabitants,  as  distifigBished  from 
pitizens,  are  strangers,  who  are  permitted  to  settle 
and  stay  in  thecoiTntry.^^  Even  according  to 
VaUdy  it  is  only  those  who  settle -in  a  place,  that 
are  inhabitants  of  it.  As  I  n^ver  settled  in  the 
District  of -Columbia,  and  never  intended  .to  settle 
these,  the  quotation  does,  not  apply.  Besides,  ac- 
cording to  VaUdy  inhabitants  are  strangers.  What 
becomes  of  the  delightful  theory  of  representative 
government  laid  down  in  this  report?  If  inhab- 
itants are  strangers) .  where  is  the  representative 
coming  from  the  bosom  of  the  society,  with  bis 
knowledge  of  its  character  and   views  ?^  The 
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qaofatioa  fron  Jaetb  is  still  more  vague.    These 
ail (faorilies  prove  nothifig. 

The  constitution  of  Massachusetts  is  Quoted  in 
the  report,  as  declaring,  that  a  person  shall  be  cour 
sidertd  as  an  Inhabitant  ^  where  he  dweUeth  or 
hath  Jus  home."  This  the  committee  consider  as 
^  settling  conclusively"  the  meaning  of  the  word. 
Persons  acquainted  with  the  civil  concerns  of  the 
Sute  well  know,  that  that  definition  is  held  as 
leaving  the  question  as  doubtful  as'it  found  it.  So 
far  is  it  frem  settling  the  question  conclusively  in 
£ivoT  of  the  rigid  doctrine  of  the  report,  that  the 
whole  practice  of  that  Stale  proves  tlie  rererse. 
The  decisions  of  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of 
Uie  State, as  well  as  its  legislative.. proceedings, 
prove  that  the  word  inhabitant,  in  that  Stafe,  does 
not  mean^  as  this  Report  coatendsi  barely  residence 
in  a  place,  but  refers  to  a  person  as  a  member  of 
the  political  community.  The  qualification  of  a 
voter  for  Governor  and  Senators  is ,  inhabitancy, 
without  using  at  all  the  word  citiien  or  citizen- 
ship. And  yet  (see  Mass.  Reports,  vol.  2,  p.  245, 
263,  and  voL  7,  p.  523)  the  question'  respecting  a 
fight  tavote^is  invariably  considered  as  involving 
the  question  of  citizenship.*  Nuoaerous  cases  also 
in  its  legislative  history  show^  that  inhabitancy  is 
letained,  without  actual  residence,  Baides,  the 
terms  citizen  and  inhal^itaat  are  used  in'  the  con- 
stitution of  the  State  without  any  apparent  dis- 
tinction. 

If,  therefore^  we  take  the  use  of  the  term  inhab- 
itancy in  Massachusetts,  as  the  test  of  the  legality 
of  the  election  in  question^  it  is  most  unquestion- 
ably legal.  Every  authority  is  in  its  favoc  And. 
this  use,  probably,  ought  to  be  the  test.  When 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  s^ys,  that  a 
member  of  this  House  -  must,  at  the  time  of  his 
etectico,  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  In  which 
he  is  chosen,  it  probably  leaves  to  each  State  to 
determine  what  shall  be  its  own  terms  of  (inhabi- 
tancy. If,  however,,  we  take-  the  Other  ground, 
and  consider  the  question  as  one  to  be  determined 
sol^y  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
without  reference  to  the  State  authorities,  it  has 
already  been  shown  ^  thar  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution^  as  admitted  by  the  committee  themselves, 
had  a  different  understaniding^of  the  meaning  of 
the  word  inhabitant  from  that  contended  for  in 
this  report. 

It  u  also  stated  in  the  report,  that  .the  constitu- 
tions of  Delaware,  Gkorgia,  and  Ohio,  have  a  sav- 
ing daose  in  favor  of  persons  absent  from  those 
States;  and  this  savins  clause  is  given  as  proof, 
that  absence  destroys  inhabitancy.  It  might  have 
been  stated,  that  not  only  these  three  Slates,  but 
nearly  all  the  States  ill  the  Union,  acknowledge 
the  same  principle  in  favor  of  their  citizens,  when 
abs<nt*in  the  service  of  their  State,  or  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  constitution  of  Kentucky,  for 
instance,  has  tbe'follo^ing  provision  :  '^  Absence 
on  the  businafs  of  this  State,  or  the  United  States, 
shall  not  forfeit  a  residence  once  obtained.''  The 
same  principle,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  is  re* 
cognised  by  the  constitutions  of  twelve  out  of  the 
eighteen  States,  whose  constitutions  have  been 
formed  since  that  of  theUniled  States.    And  Vir- 


ginia, iiv  her  ffeneral' election  law,  adds  also  her 
example  to  the  list.  •  Instead  of  inferring  from 
these  facts,  as  this  report  infers,  that  mere  absence 
destroys  inhi^bitancy,  I  infer,  and  confidently  infer, 
the  very  reverse.  This  ffeneral  concurrence  of  the 
voice  of  the  nation,  in  favor  of  persons  in  public 
employment,  proves  that  the  pridciple  is  founded 
deeply  in  the  common  ftense  of  manluad.  It  proves 
that  it  is  an  essential  principle  in  our  fnse  f  nstitu- 
tions,  that  absence  on  -puUic  employment  shall 
not  diminish  the  rights  of  the  person  so  employed. 

The  report  cites  the  act  of  March,  1790,  for 
taking  the  first  census,  as  proof  of  the  correetness 
of  its  own  definition  of  the  word  inhabitant.  We 
know  very  well,  that  laws  are  often  passed,  with* 
out  much  regard  to.  critical  verbal  accuracy.  In 
DMst  cases,  the  language  is  such  as  happens  to  be 
reported  by  a  committee ;  and  I  a/n  not  at  all  in* 
elided  to  support  the  infallibility  of  committees. 
But  suppose  *tne  word-  ioha4>ittnt  'is  used  in  this 
law  wttn  entire  accuracy ;  even  this  preves  nothn 
ing.  It  does  not  prove  that  the  first  Congress 
meant  to  exclude  from  the  enumeration  persons 
who  were  temporarily  absent  fVom-  their  original 
permanent  homes.    It  therefore  proves  nothing. 

Nor  does  the  judiciary  law  of  1789,  cited  in- the 
report,  prove  any  thing.  In  the  whole  of  that 
long  act,  the  Word  inhabitant  appears  to  be  used 
but  twice;  in  the  Ilth  and  in  the  27th  sections. 
And -in  neither  .case  does  the  use  of  the  Ford  ^ve 
the  slightest  sanction  to  the  doctriiie  advanced  in 
this  report. 

In  reply  to  the  almost  irresistible  argument  in 
mv  favor  drawn  from  the  numerous  instances  in 
w^ich  persons  have  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  in- 
habitants, wliile  absent  in  public  e^nployment,  the 
jrepdrt  contends,  that  such  instances  cannot  be 
properly  adduced  as  precedents,*  where  the  ques- 
tion was  not  formally  agitated  and  decided.  This 
doctrine  I  venture  to  say  is  unqoond.  Whatever 
may  be  its  correctness  as  applied^  in  the  strict 
practice  of  courts  of  law,  to  principles,  it  cannot 
be  true  as  a  pplied  to  t  he  meah  iXkat  of  a  word*  Lan- 
guage, we  all  Jcnow,  is  perfectly  arbitrary. .  The 
initoninff  (^*  a  word  is  determined  wholly  by  its 
use.  If  the  people  of  a  country,  by  common  con- 
sent, consider  a  person  as  an  inhabitant  of  a  Statej 
though  he  is  temporarily  absent  in  public  employ- 
ment, this  must  be  received  as  the  true  meaning 
of  the  word,  even  if  there  were  not  a  single»formal 
decision  on  the  point.  Such-  general  practice 
shows  what  lis  the  oommon-sense  interpietation  of 
the  word ;  and  is  conclusive  of  the  question. 

We  might  go  further  than  this.  Even  if  it 
were  proved  that  the  framers  ^f  the  Constitution 
understood  the  word  in  the  same  sense  as  is  con* 
tended  for  in  the  report,  (though  we  have  seen 
distinctly  that  th^.  did  not,)  yet,  if  it  were  also 
proved,  that,  for  thirty  years  past,  the  uniform 
understanding  of  the  people  of  this  country  has 
been  difierent,  and  their  uniform  practice  difierent, 
it  would  be  wrong-  to  reject  this  uniform  under- 
standing and  practice,  and  revive  the  obsolete  use 
of  the  word.  Language  is  ever  fluctuating.  The 
title  of  on»  of  the  most  inffenious  treatises  on 
philology  evec  presented  to  me  world,  very  aptly 
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expresses  this  character  of  language — ''Winged 
TVords."  Words  are  indeed  winged;  they  are 
constantly  changing  their  meanings,  and  assum- 
ing new  uses.  If  the  constitution  of  a  country, 
by  the  lapse  of  time,  faavQ  a  different  construction 
from  that  originally  given  it,  and  any  supposed 
evil  ensue,  the  proper  remedy  is  to  amend  the 
constitution,  and  not  to  attempt  to  revive  obsolete 
interpretations,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  rights  of 
persons  who  have  acted  on  the  faith  of  long  and 
uniform  practice.  In  the  present  case,  however, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  this.  We  bave  seen. that 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  did  not  under- 
stand the  word  inhabitant  as  it  is  defined  in  this 
report. 

There  Is  one  argument,  &lr.  Chairman,  entitled 
to  great  consideration ;  it  is  the  peculiar  condition 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  its  goremment. 
The  Committee  on  Elections,  however,  >  in  theiv 
report,  confess^  theinselves  unable  to  discover  any 
thing  in  this  circumstance  applicable  to  the  pres- 
ent ease.  To  my  view,  the  circumstance  is  a  roost 
important  one — so  important  that  perhaps  the 
question  might  be  rested  safely  on  this  point  alone, 
without  even  naming  any  other. 

'  The  District  of  Colombia  is  a  district  «rected 
expressly  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Stands  of 
this  Union,  as  the  seat  of  their  conlmon  Govern- 
ment. ,  This  common  Government  exercises  ex- 
clusive legislation  ever  it.  Every  Sute,  there- 
fore, partales  of  its  jurisdiction ;  and  every  person 
residing  in  the  District  is  under  the  participant 
jurisdiction  of  his  own  State.  To  say,  then,  that 
a  person,  coming  from  one  of  the  States  to  this 
Distript,  has  left  entirely  the  jurisdiction  of  his 
own  State,  is  incorrect ;  he  has  left  Jts  peculiar 
and  separate,  but  not  its  participant  jurisdiction. 
Let  us  suppose  a  district  of  ten  miles  square  in  .the 
centre  of  Maryland,  divided  into  four  equal  parts, 
and  owned  by  four  individual  persons.  Suppose 
these  persons  should  convert  one  square  mue,  in 
the  centre  of  this.  District,  into  a  joint  property, 
for  the  purpose  of  a  park.  And  suppose  Mary- 
land should  pass  a  game  law,  prohibiting  every 
person  from  hunting  on  any  grounds  not  his  own. 
Can  we  believe  ihat  this  law  would  prohibit  those 
four  proprietors  from  hunting  in  their  joint  park  ? 
No.  Yet  in  the  same  sense  in  which  this  park  is 
the  property  of  these  four  persons,  is  >the  District 
of  Columbia  the  territory  of  each  State  in  the 
Union.  •  Who  will  deny  that  each  State  partici- 
pates in  the  legislation  of  this  House?.  In  the 
same  degree  it  participates  in  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  District  of  Colombia. 

The  report  says  vhat  the  same  rule  will  apply 
to  all  the  territory  purchased  by  the  United  States, 
as  to  this  District.  The  correctness  of  this  posi- 
tion is  distinctly  denied*  The  power  of  Congress 
over  this  District,  and  that  over  such. Territories, 
are  powers  derived  from  two  entirely  distinct 
clauses  of  the  Constitution ;  and  clauses  having  a 
marked  distinction  of  phraseology.  To  say  that 
what  applies  to  one  power,  must  apply  to  the  other 
also,  is  therefore  plainly  erroneous.  But  even  if 
correct,  it  would  not  prove  the  correctness  of  the 
report.  If  any  one  can  by  ^i^  effort  prove,  that  what 


appliat  to  the  one  applies  also  to  the  other,  he 
shall  be  ^velcome  to  the  full  benefit  of  his  effort. 
The  doctrine  will  still  be  true  and  unshaken,  that 
each  State  participates  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

It  may  also  be  truly  said,  that  a  person  em- 
ployed in  the  business  of  the  United  States,  in 
employed  in  the  business  of  each  State.  The 
agent  of  a  commercial  house  is  the  agent  of  each 
individual  associated  in  the  firm.  So,  the  busi- 
ness of  the  United  States  is  the  business  of  each 
State  ao  united'  A  person,  therefore,  who  leaves 
his  own  State  to  discharge  any  executive  dutiea 
at  >y'ashingt6n,  is  Employed  in  the  business  of  that 
State,  and  continues  upder  its  modified  jurisdic- 
tion. That  the  Conunittee.  of  Elections  should 
confess  themselves  unable  to  discover  a  distinc* 
tion  between  such  a  residence  at  Washington,  and 
an  ordinary  *f  settlement  in  one  of  the  States  of 
the  Union,"  is  indeed  remarkable. 

In  tlie  seventh  page  of  the  report,  we  have  a 
statement  of  the  views  of  the  committee  respect- 
ing ambassadors  and  other  foreign  agents,,  which, 
taxen  in  connexion  with  othe^  parts  of  the  report, 
has  indeed  surprised  me.  It  is  stated  that  no 
analogy  exists  between  the  cases  of  such  foreign 
agents,  and  the  case  in  question ;  inasmuch  as  an 
ambassador  cannot  becoqAe  a  ''citizen'Z  of  the 
country  in  whicii  he  resides,  nor  can  "lose  his 
allegiance"  to  his  own  country.  Here  the  com- 
mittee have  fallen  into  the  very  error  (if  error  it 
be)  against  which,  in  a  former  part  of  their  report^ 
they  hold  out  a  pointed  caution.  In  page  4  they 
say  that  *'*  many  of  the  misconeeptiojis"  which 
prevail  respecting  inhabitancy,  have  arisen  from 
confounding  the  lermB  uUiabUant  and  cUizen,  ^'  The 
word  inhabitant/'  they  sayy  '^comprehends' a  sim- 
ple fact,  locatijhr  of  existence;  that  of  citizen,  a 
coiQbination  ot  civil  privileges."  Yet,  in  page  7, 
when  speaking  of  ambassadorau  they  commit  the 
very  error  against  which  they  had  just  protested  t 
and  «peak  of  dtiunship  and  aUegianot^  sayinff 
nothing  of  inkabiiemcy^  and  the  ambassador's  locu 
existencCr  If  the  main  doctrine  of  the  report  be 
correct,  that  "civil  privileges^  relate  exclusirely 
to  citizenship,'  and  not  at  all  to  inhabitancy,  and 
that  inhabiuincy  comprehends  barely  the  fact  of 
local  existence,  then  an  ambassador  is  most  plain- 
ly and  indisputably  an  inhabitant  of  the  country 
in  whjch  he  resides.  The  doctrine,  therefore^  in 
relation  to  ambassadors,  is  utterly  inconsistent 
with  the  fundamental  principle  of  this  report. . 

Equally  .inconsistent,  with  it  is  the  report  of  the 
same  Committee  of  Elections,  made  on  ihe  3d 
instant,  in  the  case  of  .the  member  from  Georgia, 
(Mr.  FoRBTTH.)  "  The'  capaeHty  in  which  he 
kcted,"  says  this  second  report,  ^  excludes  the  idea 
that,  by  the  performance  of  his  duty  abroad,  he 
ceased  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  ihe  United  States." 
How  the  ca^paoUf^  i^  wliich  a  person  acts,  .can 
change  the  '*  fact"  of  his  local  existence,  is  per- 
fectly incomprehensible.  If  the  doctrine  of  the 
first  report  be  true,  that  inhabitancy  means  barely 
the  fact  of  local  existence ;  and  if  a  Minister  of 
the  United  Stales  actualljr  reside  in  Spain,  it  fol- 
lows by  irresistible  necessity  that  he  is  an  inhab- 
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itanc  of  SpaiD,  and  not  of  •the  United  States.  To 
speak  of  tne  capacity  of  a' Minister,  and  the  priv- 
ileges resulting  to  him  frpm  that  capacity,  is,  ac- 
cording to  the  first  report,  wholly  foreign  to  the 
question  of  inhabitancy ;  since  privileges  relate 
wholly  to  citizenship,  and  not  at  all. to  inhabit- 
ancy, which  m^ans  barely  local*  existence.  '  If, 
therefore,  the  first  report.be  correct,  the  second 
cannot  be  correct. 

This  second  report,  after  having  thus  attempted 
to  prove  that  the  .me.mber  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Forsyth)  was,  while  actually  residing  in  Spain, 
in  reality  an  inhabitant  of  4he  United  States^  pro- 
ceeds to  say,  that  "  inasn^ueh  as  he  had  no  in- 
habitancy in  any,  other  part  of  the  Union  than 
Gveorgia,  he  must  be  considered  as  in  the  same 
sitoation  as  before  the  acceptance  of  the  Uppoint- 
ment."  Here  is  laid  down  the  doctrine  of  con- 
structive inhabitancy,  as  broadly  as  .1  have  evVr 
claimed  it.  A  person,  though  actually  living  in 
Spain,  is  to  be  cofnMertd'^iB  living  in  Gieor^ia,  be- 


thii  protection  ceases,  and  he  becomes  subject 
again  to  the  municipal  regulations  of  his  country* 
International  law  returns  him  to  his  country,  but 
cannot  allot  him  to  this  or  that  particular  sec- 
tion of  it. '  The  latter  is  the  pait,  purely,  of  mu* 
nicipal  law.  To  say  that  international  law-  de- 
termines whether  a  Minister  of  the  United  States,, 
on  his  return  from  his  mission,  is  an  inhabitant  of 
Georgia  or  of  Maine,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Constitution. of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  be  eli- 
gible to  a  seat  in  this  House,  is  too  pbviously  in- 
'  correct  to  need  comment. 

But,  even  if  we  could  for  a  moment  admit,  that 
international  law  can  determine  the  municipal  pri- 
vileges of  our  citizens,  it  has  no  bearing  on  the 
question  of  inhabitancy,  if  the  doctrincf  of  ttie  first 
report  fave  correct,  that  nrivileges'  relate  wholly  to 
citizenship,  while  inhabitancy  means  the  simple 
fact  of  local  existence.  To  resort  to  international 
law  to  ascertain  the  fact  where  a  person  has  his 
local  existence,  is  to  give  that  law  a.  use,  whieh  it> 


cause  he  was  in  "  the  performance  of  his  duty    is  believed  is  wholly  new 


abroad,"  and  because  he  lived  in  no  "  other  part 
of  the  Union  than  Georgia."  For  the  same  re;a- 
son  a  person  who  performs  executive,  legislative, 
or  judicial  duties  at  Washington,  and  who  takes 
no  part  ip*the  civil  concerns  of  tn^  i)lace,  "  most 
be  considered  as  in  the  same  situation  as  befor^ 
the  acceptance  of  the  appointment."  This  is  the 
true  doctrine  of  our  free  and  liberal  iostitutioas, 
as  well  as  of  the  .second  rejiort  of  (he  committee, 
though  it  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  their  ^first 
report  ^  ' 

It  has  been  said  that  the  case  of  an  ambassador 
or  other  minister  is  -wholly  ,difierent  from  the 
present  case,  because  he  is  invested  expresi4y  with 
certain  privileges  by  ifUemational  latb.  This  dif- 
ference IS  whoDy  imaginary.  Th^r^al  substance 
of  the  privileges  of  a  Minister  is,  «th at  he  is  not 
subject  to  t}ie  laws  and  governipant  of  the  coun^ 
try  in  which  he  resides.  And  the  reason  of  -this 
is  given  by  writers  on  public  law.  This  exemp- 
tion is  given,' because  without  it  he  could  not 
discharge,  properly  and  independently,  the  duties 
of  his  office.  This  iq  the  simple  account  of  the 
case;  there  is  no. magic  in  it  whatever.  ^  jylin- 
ister  is  allowed  certain  privileges  while  abroad, 
to  facil^te  the  discharge  bf  his  duties  while  there, 
but  haring  no  reference  whatever  to  the  continu- 
ance or  exercise  of  merely  municipal  rights  at 
home.  * 

This  view  is  supported  by  the^very  meaning  of 
the  word  international.  International  Itfw  Is  the 
law  which  prevails  between  i^attons,.  and  is  en- 
tirely distinct  froqa  the  internal  law  of  a  nation. 
The  qualifications  of  members-  of  this  House  are 
prescribed  by  our  own  internal  and  purely  muoi- 
cipal  regulations.  To  call  in  internatiooal  law 
to  set  aside  or  restrain  a  municipal  regulation  of 
a  purely  municipal  subject,  is  plainly  an  error. 
A  Minister,  appointed  to  a  foreign  mission,  re- 
ceives the  protection  oi'  international  law  the  mo- 
ment he  leaves  his  own  country.  He  enjoys  this 
protection  while  on  his  passage  out,  while  in  a 
foreign  country,  and  while  on  his  return  ;  but  the 


Under  every  view  of  the  subject,  therefore,  itis 
evident  that  international  law  cannot  be  brought 
tdfixany  difierence  between  the  case  of  an  Ex- 
ecutive ^ffiirer  i|i  foreign  employment,. and  one 
employed  at  the.  3eat  of  Government  If  *'  ther 
Word  inhabitant  .comprehends  a  sio^ple  fact,  lo-* 
cality  of  existence,"  as  the  first  report  contends, 
then  a  Minister  restidmg  abroad  most  plainly  ceases 
to  be  an  inhabitant  of  his  own  country,  during 
such  residence.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  as  the  sec- 
ond report 'contends,  a  Minister,  as  to  his  inhabi<- 
tai^y,  "  must  be  considered  as  in  the  same  situar 
tion  as  before  th^  acceptance  of  'the  appointment," 
since  heis  in  '^  the  performance  ofhis  duty  abroad  5" 
equally  ought  a  person,  who  is  ia  "the  perfor- 
mance of  his  duty"  nn  an  Executive  omce  at 
Washington,  to  "  be  considered  as  in  the  same  sit- 
uation as  before  the  acceptance  of  the  appoint- 
ment," The  same  rule,  under  a^Crovernipent  of 
equal  laws,  must  apply  to  both. 

From  these  views,  Mr.  Chairman,  ef  the  prin- 
ciples contained  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections  o|i  the  cas^  in  question,  and  of  the  ob- 
vious inconsistency  of  its  different  parts,  we  may 
easily  determine,  whether  that  clear  and  positive 
case  is  mad,e  out,  without  which  the  right  of  a 
sitting  member,  dnd  the  dearly  expressed  will  of 
the  people,  ou|fht  never  to  be!  set  aside. 

[Minutes  of  the  first  part  only  of  Mr.  B's  re- 
marks, were  taken  by.  the  reporter.  In  the  subse^ 
quenjl  part^  Mr.  B.  eon  tended,  that  he  had  a  right 
to  complain  of  the  Qourse  whipl|  proceedings  had 
taken: — that  very  partial  and  feeble  remonstrances, 
two  out  of  a  great  number  Which  Were  got  up  out 
of  his  district,  printed,  and  distributed  through  it 
anonymously,  were  forwarded  to  a  member  with  an 
anonymous  letter-,  and^ere  received  and  made  the 
ground  of  proceedings,  contrary  to  every  precedent 
in  the. history  of  the  House — that,  in  the  absence 
of  all  evidence  whatever  accompanying  the  re- 
monstrances, the  Committee  of  Elections  proceed- 
ed of  their  own  motion,  to  collect  evidence,  thus 
making  themselves  the  prosecuting  party,  a  situa- 


moment  lie  touches  his  own  dountry,  that  moment  [  tion  which,  from  the  very  constitution  of  human 


1807 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBSSi 


1808 


H.  OF  R. 


Proceedin^fs. 


Mabch,  1824« 


nature,  without  any  improper  motiv«Sj  the  impu- 
tation of  which  was  expressly  disclaimed,  mu^t 
give  a  bias  to  the  isominittee  unfavorabk^  to'  the 
sitting  member,  and  render  his  position  less  eligi- 
ble than  if  his  seat  had  beea  regularly  contest^; 
and  that  thus  an  uhfavorable  report  bv  a  bare 
majority  of  the  committee  was  obtainea,  which, 
from  the  confidence  habitually  and  necessarily 
ffiven  by  the  iiouse  to  its  committees,  operated  in- 
juriously to  the  sitting  member.  Mr.  B.  proceeded 
to  «rgae,  that  whether  the  rules  and  practice  of 
the  United  States,  or  those  of  Massachusetts,  be 
taken  as  the  test,  the  report  of  the  Committee  was 
unsound;  since  the  Journal  of  the  Convention 
of  1787  proves  that  inhabitant  and  resident  were 
deemed  differeDt,  and  numerous  precedents,  both 
of  Massachusetts  and  of  the  United  States,  confirm 
the  distinctionj       '  •      ' 

When  Mr.  BAiitET  had  concluded — ' 

Mr.  Storrs  of  New  York,  put  several  queries 
in  ilhiHtration  of  the  oase. 

To  which  Mr.  Batley  briefly  replied. 

IMlr.  Moors,  pf  Alabama,  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee rise;  which  motion  was  neg^tived«*-ay«s 
71,  noes  75. 

Mr.  BAbnt  then  spoke  in  support  of  the  right 
of  Mr.  Bailev  to  his  seat,  and'  against  the  ^ejiprt 
of  th^  Comhiittee,  which  be  moyed  to  amend  by 
striking  out  th6  word  "not."  . 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  expressed  a  wish 
to  deliver  his  sentMnents,  but,  on  account  of  the 
lateness  of  'the  hour,  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise:  which  was  carried.   ' 

The  Committee  i*ose  accordindy,  and,  having 
reported  progress,  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Wednesday,  March  17. 

Mr.  ]^ANKiN,  from  the  Coramitfee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  the-  subject  was  referred,  by 
resolution,  on  the  I3th  ultimo, .reported  a  bill  sup- 
plementary to  ^An  act  providing  for  the  examina- 
tion of  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  that  part  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana  situated  between  the  lR.io 
Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river ;''  which  was  read 
twice,  tind  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.       V. 

Mr.  Rankik,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  was  refeured,  by  resolution,  on  th^  6th 
January  last,  reported  a  biligrantii>g.to  the  coun- 
ties of  each  State  -and  Territory  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  the  public  lasds  are  situated,  the 
right  of  preemption  to  quarter  sections  of  land, 
for  seats  -of,  justice  within  the  same ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  comtnitted  to  the  Conlimittee  of 
the  whole  House  to  ^ich  is  committed  the  bUl 
graoting  io  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  the  right  of 
pre-emption  to' certain  quarter  sections  of  land. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  was  deferred,  by  resolution,  on  the  2d 
of  February  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  changing  the 
mode  of  surveying  the  public  lands  on  any  river, 
lake,  bnyou,  or  water-course,  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi and  Territory  of  Atkansas;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  Hous6  last  mention^. 


Ordered^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Labds  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  of  the  25tl)  of  February  ultimo;  itistract- 
ing  them  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  making 
roads,  levees,  &c.,  on  public  lands  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana ;  also,  from  the  memorial  of  Che  G^ne- 
rail  Assembly  ofvlndiana.  asking  ihat  relief  may 
be  given  to  purchasers  of  public  lands,  of  a  cer- 
tain description,  referred  on  the  23d  of  Pebrin&ry 
ultimo;  as,  also,  ftota  the  cases  of  William  Con- 
ner and  B.  J.  We^t,  and  that  they  be  laid*  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Sharpe,  by  leave  of  the  House,  presented 
a  petition  and  representaiionr  of  the  booksellers, 
bookbinders,  printers,  and^  paper  dealers,  residing 
ifr  the  city  of  New  Yor^,  praying  Congress  to 
"  impose  such  an  increased  rate  of  dutv  on  the 
importation  of  such  books  ^s  are  usually  repub- 
lished in  thjs  coqntry,  as  will  protect  the  Ameri- 
can publisher  from  uncertainty  and  loss  in  his  en- 
terprises." 

On  motion  of  ^r.  Newton,  tWo  thoustind  ad- 
ditional copies  of  the  communication  'from  the 
Treasury,  coiitaihing  a  digest  of  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Breck, 
was  called  up  /or  consideration  ^  and,  dn  motion 
of  Mr.  B.,  it  was  modified  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

Jtesolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  be  in- 
structed td  report  t9  this*  House  whether  any'  law 
exists  in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  cofiven- 
tion  ef  the  3d  of  July,  1816,  made  between  this  coun- 
try and  Great  Britain  ;  alSb,  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  eountervailtng  by  law  any  duties  or  port 
charges  On  American  commerce  or  tonnage  which 
Great  Britain  may  lay  thereon  in  her  colonies,  or 
elsewhere. 

Mr.'NfiwTON}  chairmani  of  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,'  who  had  yesterday  opposed  the  adop- 
tion of  this  resolmionj  withdrew  his  opposition, 
ahd  explained  the.  'circumstances  6f  the  case  to 
which  the  resolution  refers. 

Thie  resolution  was  agreed  to. . 

On  tiiotion  of  Mr,  White,  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions  were  instructed  tP  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  placing  John  Pier- 
pont,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  upon  the  pen- 
sion list.  ,  •  ' 

t)n  motion  of  Mr;  Hamilton,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  or  amending  the  act 
passed  for  the  relief  of  John  B:  Hogan,  at  the  last 
session.  *  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  Committee  on 
the  Suppression  of  the  Africati  Slave  Trade  were 
in^triicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  %tmend- 
ing  the  existiuj^  laws  of  the  United  States  for  the 
suppression' ot  that  traffic,  so  as  to  extend  the 
penalties  thereof  to  cases  of  expeditions  fitted  out 
m  foreign  ports  or  places  for  that  traffic,  by,  or  on 
account  of,'citi]sens  or  persons  residing  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *^An  act  to 
authorize  the  employing  of  certain  assistants  in 


the  General  Land 
time,  and  passed. 
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ce,"  was  read  the  third 
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*IR.  BAILEY'S  CASE. 
The'House  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
and  went  into  a  "Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
Cobb  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  repoct  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections  in  the  case  of  John  Bailey. 

And  the  qaestion  being,  on  Mr.'  BitSNT'a  mo- 
tion, to  strike  out  the  word  "not"  in  the  close 
of  that  repoi^,  so  as  to  make  it' declare  that  Mr. 
Hailey  U  entitled  to  a  seat  on  the  floor  of , this 
Hoase. 

Mr.  Fuller  said  he  felt  some  embarrassment  in 
addressing  the  Committee,  in  consequence  of  the 
notice  given  yesterday  of  his  intention,  a  cir- 
euTnstance  he  alway^  if  popsible,  avoided.  He 
mrould  not  deny,  he  said,  that  he  felt  a  st^onfi[  de« 
sire  to  conrince  them  of  the  correctness  of  the 
views  which  he  entertained  upon  t^e  subjeot  of 
the  contested  election  of  the  sitting  member  from 
the  district  of  Norfolk,  in  Massachusetts. . 

The  power  of  deciding  upon  thp  claims  of  meiiv~ 
bers  to  iheir  seats  is  given  in  the  1st'  article,  5ch 
section  of  the  Constitution,  in  these  words,  viz : 
*^  Each  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections, 
returns,  and  qualifications;  of  its  own  members." 
This  clause  comprehends  three  particulars :  .elec- 
tions, returns^  and  ^^qudlifications."     The  two 
first,  it  is  manifest,  cannot  have  been  previously 
considered  and  determined  by  th^  People  them- 
selves, and  are,  therefore,  to  be  determined  by  the 
House,  unaided  and  uninfluenced  by  such  previous 
determination.     But  the  "qualifications"  of  the 
member,  as  they  must  have  existed  before  and  at' 
the  time  of  the  election,  must  be  presumed  to  hate 
had  the  deliberate  consideration  of  the  electors 
themselves,  and  if  the  House  should  reverse  thtir 
decision,  it  ought  to  be  supported  by  the  most 
clear  and  incontrovertible  i;jeasons.    What  are  the 
qnalifications  required  by  the  Constitution  for  a 
member  of  this  body  ?    That  he  be  (wenty-fiVe 
years  of  age,  have  been  ^  seven  years  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  apd,  "when  elected,  an  inhabi- 
tant of  the  State  in  which  he  shall  be  chosen." 
The  last  of  these  qualifications  is  the  only  onie 
necessary  to  be  coihidered  in, the  present  case; 
and  of  this,  above  all  others,  I  contend,  said  Mr. 
F.,  that  the  citizens  by  whose  suffrages  the  mem- 
ber wap  elected,  and  has  hitherto  held  his  seat, 
possessed  far  better  m^ans  of  judgiAg  correctly 
than  this  House,  or  its  Committee  of  Elections, 
can  possibly  possess.    Without  going,  at  this  mo- 
ment, into  technical  definitions  of  the  term  tV 
habUaTit^^  I  may  safely  afficm  that  the  BpirU  and 
inUt/U  01  the  Constitution^  in  requiring  a  member 
to  be  an  inhabitant;  to  secure  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  the  sentiments  and  intei:ests  of  his  constituents ; 
to  identify  his  views  and  springs  of  action  with 
theirs,  may  be  more  safely  oonHded  in  its  applica- 
tion to  the  constituents  themselves  than  to  any 
other  tribunal  whatever.    The  general  character 
of  a  candidate  for  the  people's  favor,  his  habits  of 
intercourse  with  themselves,  his  knowledge  of 
their  circumstances,  opinions,  ^cd  interests,  are 
peculiarly  Within  thdr  view,  %nd  subject  tp  their 
oWrviition.     They  cannot  possibly  err  in  their 
jodgment  upon  these  points;  and  their  interest 
coincides  with  tfaeir  local  and  personal  feelings  in 


withhol'dinj^  thdr  suffrages  from  any  candidate 
who'  is  deneient  in  these  respects.  If  they  are 
satisfied,  there  can  be  very  little  danger  that  the 
member  is  wanting  in  the  qualification  of  being 
an  inhabitant  according  to  the  sjnrit  of  the  Con- 
stitution. N(^,  this  judgment  of  the  Electors  is 
founded  upon  innumerable  circumstances  of  daily 
occurrence,  which  can  never  admit  of  being  de- 
tailed in  depositions,  and,  therefore,,  cannot  be 
presented  in  their  true  ahd  proper  light  to  this 
House.  Hence,  arises  the  obvious  inference,  that 
the  decision  of  the  people  on  this  point  ought  not 
to  be  reversed  but  upon  palpable  grounds,  and  by 
no  means  upon  uny  construction  or  technical 
nicety  in  regard  to  the  tertns  employed  by  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution. 

As  a  preliminary,  it  is 'important  to  ascertain 
the  import  9f  the  term  inhabitant ySiS  used  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  and  1  cannot 
but'  express,  some  surprise  at  the  limited  and  very 
loose  coBcej)tions  of  the  committee  on  this  point. 
Bi^t  I  ought  here  to  observe  that,  in  the  courts!  of 
my  remarks,- though  I  shall  often  have  occasion 
to  dissent  entirely  from  the  comtnittee,  a  majority 
of  whom  only  concurred  in  their  report,  both  in* 
their  premises,  and  in  their  general  reasoning,  I 
ixevertngless  feel  a 'sincere  respect  for  them,  per- 
sonally, and  I  freely  accord  to  them  the  merit  of 
honorable  intentions  and  of  pi^tient  inquiry.  Nor. 
ought  any  censure  to  attach  to  those  citizens  of 
Norfplk  district,  however  few  in'  number,  who 
deemed  it  their  auty  to  bring  before  this  House  a 
question  upon  the  Constitution  oi  their  country, 
which  (hey  might  deem  important.  In  their  defi- 
nition, (he  committee  sfiy,  the  word  inhabitant, 
comprehends  a  simple  fact,  "locality  of  ^xisjtence." 
Report,  p.  4.  fn  the  next  page,  they  quote  Vattel, 
book  1,  ch.  19,  sec.  213,  "the  inhabitants,  as  dis- 
'  tinguished  from  citizTens,  are  strangers,  Who  are 
^  permitted  to  settle  and  stay  in  the  country  ;  they 
'  do  not  participate  in  all  the  rights  of  citizens." 
Is  it  possible,  that  this  definition  from  Vaitdy^ho 
is  merely  describing  strangers  and  foreifi^ners^  can 
be  the  sepse,  in  which,  the  word  "  inEabitant," 
was  used  by  the  framers  of  our  Constitution  ?  If 
is  apparent,  that  the  translator  of  Vattd  has  used 
the  word  inhabitant,  in  the  sense  which  is  uni- 
versally attached  to  the  word  resident,  and  without 
having  examined  the  original  for  the  purpose,  I 
think  it  probable,  the  idea  of  the  author  would 
have  been  correctly  expressed  in  our  language,  by 
the  latter  woi:d.  But,  howeyer  that  may  be,  the 
CcJnstittitiop,.  in  speaking  of  inhabitants,  certainly 
does  not  mean  "strangers"  or  foreigners.  Eijually 
certain  it  is,  that  "  locality  of  existence,"  is  not 
the  Constitutional  definition,  since  this  transfers 
a  man's  inhabitancy  from  one  place  to  another,, 
whensoever  he  'may  be  obliged  to  journey  from 
one  town  or  State  tp  another,  however  short  his 
st^y,  and  however  speedy  his  return.  Every  ab- 
sence from  the  place  of  his  permanent  abode,  would 
be  a  suspension  of  his  inhabitancy,  and  a  tempo- 
rary- disfranchisement  of  his  rights,  under  the 
Constitution.  The  true  meaning  of  the  word  in- 
habitant, in  my  opinion,  is,  a  person  who  has  a 
permanent  home  or  doraicil,  in  a  place.    In  this 
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definition  I  am  sustained  by  VaUel:  ''  The  dpmicil 

*  is  the  habitation  fixed  in  any  place,  with  the 

<  intention  of  always  staying  there.    A  man  does 

*  not,  then,  establish  his  doroicil.  in  any  place, 
^  unless  he  make  sufficiently  known  his  intention 

<  of  fixing  there,  either  tacitly  or  by  an  express 

<  declaration.    However,  this  dectaration  is  no 
'  reason  why,  if  he  afterwards  changes  his  mind, 

*  he  miay  not  remove  his  domicil  elsewhere.  In 
'  this  sense,  he  who  stops,  even  for  a  long  time,  in 
^  a  place,  for  the  management  of  his  afiairs,  has 
^  only  a  simple  habitation  there,  but  has  no  dom- 
'  icil."  B..1.  ch.  19,^ sect.  218.  That.il  is  in  this 
sense,  of  permanent  habitation,  that  the  wora  in- 
habitant is  used  in  jthe  Constitution,  is  clearly 
shown  from  the  fact  adverted  to,  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  itself.  The  word  resident,  was  used 
in  the  first  draught  of  the  Constitution,  and  after- 
wards, upon  mature  consideration,  was  struck  out 
and  ^'  inhabitant"  substituted,  as  it  now  stands,  as 
the  qualification  for  Representatives;  while, in  art. 
2,  sec.  1,  it  was  provided,  in  the  orie^inal  draught, 
that  the  President  shall  have  been  fourteen  years 
an  ^Mnhabitant"  of  the  United  States,,  and  was 
afterwards  ^o  altered  as  to  require  the  present  pro- 
vision, viz :  that  he  shall  have  been  '/  fourteen 
years  a  resident  withinthe  United  State's."  Hence, 
It  is  certain  that  it  was  then  intended,  as  to  the 
candidate  for  President,  not  merely  that  he  should 
have  his  permanent* ha oitation  for  that  period  of 
time,  in  the  country,  because  such  habitation 
would  not  preclude  his  absence  from  the  country 
on  public  or  private  business,  •perhaps  two- thirds 
of  the  time ;  but  he  should  have  the  advantage  of 
actual  residence,  or,Mn  the  words  of  the  report,  of 
"  local  existence,"  during  that  period,  within  the 
limits  of  the  country,  over  which  he  is  to  preside. 
At  the  same  time^  a  Representative  is  required, 
not  merely  to  have  his  residence,  or  temporary 
"  local  lexistence,"  in  the  Stale  "  when  elected,, 
which  he  might  do,. Without  any  fixed  habitation 
there^  and  without  having  ever  p&ssed  a  month  or 
even  a  week  within  the  Stale,  or  haying  any  right 
or  interest  in  common  with  its  citizen« ;  but  he 
must  hav^  his  permanent  habitation  or' domicil  in^ 
the  State,  which  is  implied  in  requiring  him  to  be 
an  *^  inhabitant."  How  much  more  wise'  and 
effectual  is  this  provision,  than  the  requisition  of 
residence  onlvj  miist  be  obvious  to  all ;  yet,  it  is 
in  this  sense  only,  by  the  construction  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  a  Representative  is  required  to  be  an 
inhabitant.  He  must^  when  elected,  have  his 
"local  existence"  within  the  State, bat  hispern^a- 
nent  habitation  may  be  in  any  other  State,  or  in 
any  other  country  !  Their  quotations  from  Vattely 
showing  that  inhabitants  ma,y  be  strangers,  that 
is  to  say,  foreigners,  fully  justi&es  me  in  ascribing 
to  them  this  preposterous  interpretation  of  the 
Constitution. 

The  commitfee  very  properly  concede,  that  the 
definition  of  the  word  "  inhabitant,"  as  it  was 
contemporaneously  understood  in  Massachusetts, 
ought  to  have  great  weight  in  fixing  its  import  in 
the  present^case ;  and  they  cite  a  passage  in  the 
constitution* of  that  State,  for  the  purpose  of  sus- 
taining their. own  conclusion  upon  that  point,  viz : 


"To  remove  all  doubt  coneerning  the  word  in- 
'  habitant^  in  this  constitution,  every  person  shall 
<  be  considered  a  a  inhabitant  for  the  purpose  of 
'  electing  and  being  elected,  into  any.  cmce  or 
^  place  within  the  State,  in  that  town,  district,  or 
'  plantatioi\,  where  he  dwelleth  or  hath  his  home." 
Rep.  p.  '6.  Npw,  this  passage  in  our  State  con- 
stitution is  in  poini,  not  to  support,  but  to  confute^ 
the  reasoning  of  the  committee ;  for  it  shows,  con- 
clusively, that  the  citizens  of  Massaehusetts  can 
elect  and  be  elected,  not  where  they  have  m  mere 
"  local  existence,"  where  they  are-  "  strangers," 
in  the  language  of  V^Uiel,-  but,  where  they  have 
their  "home" — their  domicil,  or  permanent  res- 
idence. 

In  conformity  with  this  understanding  of  their 
constitution,  has  been  the  constant  usage  in  Mass- 
achusetts, of  which  it  is  easy  to  enumerate  many 
instances  in  point.  As  a  qualification  foe  the 
office  of  Oqvernor,  the  same  constitution  require 
that  the  candidate  shall  4iave  been  an  inhabitant 
of  tbe  State  for  seved  years  "  next  preceding  his 
election.*"  Mr*  Gore  had  been  absent  in  England 
six  or  seven  years,  as  a  commissioner  under  the 
treaty  of  1794,  and,  within  three  or  four  years 
after  his  return,  was  elected  Governor.  This  was 
in  times  of  violent  party  contention,  yet,  among 
many  objeciions  taken  ,at  the  scrutiny  in  the  Le- 
gislature, this  Was  never  once  mentioned.  The 
present  Governor,  Eustis,  had  been  absent  from 
his  country  oii  a  foreign  mission,  for  many  years, 
and,  within  three  or  fouryears  after  his  return^ 
wt|8  elected  to  the  same  o^ce.  It  never  once  oc- 
curred to  those  who  preferred  his  rival,  that  he 
was  ndt  eligible,  because,  for  more  than  half  the 
"  seven  years  next  preceding^  his  election,^  he  had 
had  his  "  local  exifftence"  in  m  foreign  counXry. 
Nor  are  instances  wanting  of  persons  who  were 
abstnt  on  their  own  private  concern^,  befng  elect- 
ed lb  offices  requiring^  by  the  Constitution,  that 
they  should  have  been  inhabitants  a  term  of  years, 
which  included  the  period  of  their  absence,  "next 
preceding"  their  election ;  among  whom  the  cases 
of  Benjamin  Hitchborn  and  William  Hull  wereia 
evidence  before  the  committee.  To  obviate  the 
force  of  these  practical  interpretations  of  the  term 
"  inhabitant,"  as  used  in  Massachusetts,  the  com- 
mittee are  obligc^d  to  resort 'to  the  supposition  that 
the  elections  were  not  duly  contested  or  scruti- 
nized, because  such  opposition  to  the  "  choice  of 
the  pjeople  is  a  very  unpleasant  task."  But  the 
fact  is  well  known  that  this  "  unpleasant  task" 
tras  constantly,' and  with  avidity,  undertaken  by 
rivals  anjd  partisans,  whenever  any  plausible  pre- 
text was  aflbrded;  and  many  examples  of  success- 
ful opposition  to  sitting  noembers  might  Easily  be 
adduced.  -The  real  cause  of  forbearance  to  take, 
this  exception  to  the  validity  of  the  elections,  be- 
fore  stated,  was.  that  thecotpmon  sense  and  un- 
derstandiirg  of  Ine  community  concurred  in  giving 
the  construction  for  which  we  contend,  to  ^he 
term  in  question. 

How,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the  permanent 
domicil,  the  home  or  habitation  of  a  person  to  be 
determined-*-of  a  man  who,  though  once  well 
known  as  both  an  inhabitant  and  resident,  has 
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been  several  years  absent?  The  answer  is  not 
difficult;  the  true  charadteristic  is  the  anmw  re- 
veriendi^  the  iment  of  returning.  When  a  person 
removes  from  his  proper  home^  and  goes  to  an- 
other State  or  country  with  the  intention  of  fixing 
there  his  hoooej  his  rights,  as  an  inhabitant  of  the 
place  from  which  he  dep^rts,^  6ease  immediately, 
and  do  not  continue,  as  the  committee  erroneous- 
ly suppose,  till,  he  shall  hare  acquired  new  rights 
in  ''the  place  where  he 'has  taken.,  up  his  resi- 
dence." Rep.  p.  5.  The  very  act  of  departure,, 
with  the  intention  of  not  returntngi  severs  at  once, 
his  relation  of  citizen,  and  divests  all  his  riffdts 
and  privileges  as  ^ch.  On  the  contrary,  if  he 
leaves  his  hom^  for  any  other  State  or  c<^ntry  to 
transact  business,  public  or  private — as  a  minister 
in  a  for^gn  court,  or  a  consul;  or,  as  a  merchant, 
a  factor,  or  a  student^till  intending,  when  the 
object  of  his  departure  from  his  permanent  home 
shall  have  been  accOmpJisbed,  to  return  and  re- 
sume his  aceiistooled  residence ;  then  be  is  nev^ 
divested  of  the  rignts  which  iiis  inhabitancy  con- 
ferred. His  absence,  it  is  true,  deprived  him,  in 
some  respects,  of  enjoying  those  rights,  while  it 
coniiaued,  but  the  rights  themselves  were  neitW 
extinguished  nor  suspended. 

In  many  cases,  It  is  true,  there  may  be  much 
difficulty  in  determining,  or  proving,  the  existence 
or  non-existepce  of  the  intention  of  returning;  and 
I  have  no  doobt  the  confused  and  contradictory 
reasoning  of  the  committee  may  be,  in  k  great 
degree^  traced  to  their  mistakiQ^  the  evidence  of 
the  criterion  for  the  criteriqn  itself.    Thus  they 
say,  p.  8.,  if  a  son  absents  himseirfrom  his  father^s 
bouse  for  years,  and-  in  the  meantime  marries,  a 
wife — his  original  d/omicil*  must  be  considered  as 
abandoned,  aod  a  new  one  established,  dbc.    Now, 
wiio  does  not  see  that  the  mere  circtunstances  of 
absence  from  his  hom^  for  several  years,  an<) 
marrying  a  wife  in  another  place,  are  not  ipto 
/ado  a  permanent  change  of  habitation;  they  are, 
indeed,  circumstances  having  a  tendency  to  estat>- 
lish  the  real  criterioiL  the  intention.    The  truth 
is,  a  person  cannot  as^me  the  right  of  a  citizen 
or  inhabitant  in  the  place  to  which  he  removes, 
without  his  own  voluntary  .i|ssent.    The  relation. 
of  a  citizen  to  the  country  or  community  >rhere 
he  belongs,  is  a  contract,  and  bis  assent  is  indis- 
pensable.   By  mere  residence,  it  is  true,  he  incurs 
certaid  obligations,  and  by  comity  betv^een  our 
States  and  cities,  his  silence  alone  might  be  con- 
sidered as  implying  his  assent  to  becoqae  a  .citi- 
zen ;  but  if  he  remains  silent^  when  he  ireally  does 
not  intend  to  become  a.  citizen  by  a  permanent 
residence,  and  by  that  means  is  admitted,  to  exer- 
cise the  rights  of  a  citizen,  he  coiiimits  a  fraud 
apon  the  community^  whose  comity  is  thus  abused. 
If  he  disclosed  the  truth,  that  he  considers  the 
place  from  which  he  came  as  his  ]>roper  home, 
and  that  he  does  not  ii^end  to  become  a  citizen  of 
the  place  of  his  temporary  residence,  nor  to  iden- 
tify himself  as  such  with  its  interests;  he  could 
Bot  be  admitted  to.  the  privilege  of  citizens  and 
inhabitants.     WHi  any  one  deny  that  a  person, 
persisting  in  such  an  intention^  explicitiv  avowed, 
oCreturnmg.to  Boston  or  Philadelphia,  his  native 


city,  and  the^  place  from  which  he  had  emigrated, 
would  not  be  allowed,  at  Richmond  or  Charles- 
ton, to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage  as  a  citizen  ? 
No  length  of  time,  not  even  marriage  or  any 
ether  circumstance,  could  obviate  the  single  ob- 
jection as  long  as  it  continued  to  exist.  Our  laws 
fbr  naturalization  of  aliens  require  a  solemn  de- 
claration in  a.  court  of  record  of  the  wish  at(d  in- 
tention of  foreigners  to  take  ppon  themselves  the 
duties  and  rights  of  citizens.  The  difference  be- 
tween (pfei^ners  an4  the  inhabitants  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  relation  to  each  other,  is  only  ia  the 
degree  of  alienage,  if,  I  may  use  tne  expression ; 
the  principles  in  transfer  of  rights  and  obligations 
from  citizens  of  one.  State  to  another  are  perfectly 
analt)gDUs.  The  intention  in  one  case  must  be 
solemnly  avowed  in  a  court,  in  the  oth^  it  is 
sometimes  inferred  from  residence  and  silence, 
with  other  concurrent  circumstances;  but,,  in  nei- 
ther case,  can  the  new  relation  of  citizen  be  ob- 
tained against  the  explicit  intention  of  the  indi- 
vidual himself.  « 

Let  us  apply  these  principles  to  the  case  of  the 
member  from  Massachusetts,  whose  seat  is  con- 
tested. He  is  a  n^tivic  of  Canton,  in^th^  State 
for  which  he  was  elected;  but^  at  an. early  age, 
left  his  father's  house,  and  receive^  bis  education 
at  a  college  in  ^  neig^jlwring  State.  When  his 
education  was  completed,  he  was  appointed  ftn 
instructer  ii^  the  same  seminary,  where,  he  re- 
mained several  years.   ,  '  *       - 

On  his  return  to  his  native  place,  he  was  very 
shortly  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State,  and  on  that  occasion,  his  absence  from  the 
State  was  ucffed  as  a  dis(| unification  under  the 
provision*of  the  constitution  of  the  State  before 
stated,  requiring  the  inhabitancy  of  members  within 
the  State  for  a  termof  years  next  preceding.  Af- 
ter full  investigation,  thepbiection  was  abandoned, 
which  is  another  practical  interpretation  of  the 
term  inhabitant,  in  the  3t&te  ot  Massachusetts. 
In  Autumn,  )817,  he  was  appointed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  a  blerk.  in .  that .  department,  in 
which  situation  he  remaii^ed,  till  he  was  elected 
tor  the  statioii  which  he  now  occupies.  During 
this-period,  he  has  frequently  revisited  his  friends 
in  Norfolk  district,  and  has  constantly  maintained 
such  an  intercourse  through  the  medium  of  friends 
and  correspondents,  as  has  preserved  an.  intimate 
knowledge  oChis  present  constituents,  and  of  their 
sentiments  and  political  views.  li^deed,  without 
this,  it  may  safiely  be  affirmed  he  could  not  have 
obtained  a  noinination,.  much  less  an  election, 
against  numerous  competitors  and  powerful  oppo- 
sition. Several  years  since,  it  is  within  my  per- 
sonal knowledge,  though  not  included  in  the 
printed  evidence  before  the  committee,  that  he 
,  was  a  candidate  for  thesame  station,  which,  how- 
ever, was  at  that  time  conferred  on  the  worthy 
predeces^r  in  this  House  of  Governor  Eustis.  Be- 
fore his  appointment  to  the  State  Department,  and 
while  an  instructer  at  Providenee,  he  selected  a 
library,  of  considerable  value,  which  was  placed 
in  his  apartment  in  his  father's  house,  and  there 
still  remains.  In  Waishington  he  had  lived  in 
a  boarding  house,  and  devoted  his  attention  exclui- 
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sively^to  bjs  official  duties,  taking^  no  share  what- 
erer,  in  the  local  codcerns  of  the  city  or  the  Dis- 
tricts He  never  assembled. at  the  ward  or  othei; 
local  meeting?)  was  never  a  candidate  for  any  of- 
fice', was  never  assessed  ra  any  tax,  or  toojc  any 
oUier  concern  in  the  interests  of  the  place,  <han 
any  stranger.  Had  he  intended  to  become  a  citi- 
zen of  Washington,  it  is  reasonable  to  pre^oime  he 
would  iiave  intermingled  in  the  various  .measures 
which  hav«  characterized  the  citizens  of  the  Dis- 
trict. Wjth  the  ambition  which  we  must  admit 
he  has  always  entertained,  of  participatia|;  in  the 
councils  of  the  nation,  an  honolmble  ambition,  of 
which  he  never  Ipst  sight,  insteacT  of  seeking  that 
distinctit)n  from  the  suffrages  of  his  native  district 
of  Norfolk,  he  would  probably  have  been  foren&ost 
among  tiiose  wh(t  have  so  exerted  their  efforts  to 
obtain  a  del^ate  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
upon  the  floor  of  this  House.  In  these  efforts  he 
might  reasonably  have  expected  some  distinction  ; 
and,  could  the  point  have  been  attained  by  de- 
livering the  citizens  from .  what  some  of  them 
have  recently  denominated  the  "despotism"  of 
Congress — a  paternal  despotism,  however,  they 
admit  it  to  be — he  might  fairly  have  challenged 
a  high  place  among  the  "  liberators'!  of  the  pres- 
sent  tiroes.  From  all  these  overt  acts  of  citi- 
zenship, he  wholly  abstained ;  and  these,  in  my 
opinion,  constitute  a  chain  of  negative  facts, 
which,  in  coincidence  with  his  continued  and  un- 
contradicted declarations  of  his  intention  of  re- 
maiding  a  citizen  and  inhabitant  of  Mas^chnsetts, 
which  are  so  explicitly  proved^  can  leave  no*  pos- 
sible doubt  that  such  was  his  intention,  fixed  ahd 
unchanging,  from  the  day  of  his  departure  to  the 
present  hour. 

The  circinfistance  of  his  marriage  has'  nbt  the 
least  tendency  of  an  opposite  character.  His  wife 
was  herself  a  foreigner,  having  resided  only  four 
years  in  this  country  ;  and  he  has  never  assumed 
the  station  of  a  housekeeper,  but  has  temnined 
with  his  wife  at  bbard,  as  before,  not  indeed,  in  a 
public  hotal,  but  with  her  mpther.  Members  of 
Congress  not  very  unfrequently  enter  into  the 
matrimonial  oonnexioa  in  Washington^  and  it 
would  be  as  reasonable  to  fix  them,  by  that  act, 
citizens  of  Washington,  as  the  sitting  member. 

It  is  clearly  admittea  by  the  report  {p.  7)  that 
Ministers  of  tne  United  States,  resident  in  foreign 
countries,  do  npt  by  such  absence  lose  their  rights 
as  citizens  or  inhabftants  of  the  States  in  ^hich 
they  bad  previously  po^essed  them.  Here,  tken, 
the  committee  are  compelled  to  admit  an  exception 
to  their  principle  before  adverted  to,  that  inhabi- 
tancy  is  "  locality  of  existence."  They  seem  also 
to  admit,  but  less  explicitly,  that  the  higher  offi- 
cers of  the  Crovernment  may  still  retain  their  right 
of  inhabitancy  in  the  States,  though  thermay 
reside  at  Washington,'  in  the  discharge  of  their 
public  functions ;  while  they  deny  this  advantage- 
to  those  in  ^  subordinate  employments."  In  other 
words,  the  President  and  the  Heads  of  the  Execu- 
tive Departments  may" remain  at  Washington,  for 
an  indefinite  length  of  time,  without  prejudice  to 
their  respective  rights  and  privileges,  as  citizens 
of  the  States  in  which  they  were  previously  in* 


habitants.  It  never  was  doubted,  I  presume,  that 
the  President  and  the  principal  Executive  officers 
do  in  fact  retain  those  rfghts  and  privileges  in  the 
States;  and  instances  have  occurred  when  they 
have  received  the  suffrages  of  the  citizen^  of  the 
States  for  offices,  to  which  by  an  opposite  doc- 
trine they  would  be  ineligible.  The  true  reason 
of  this  is,  that  the  circumstances  under-  which 
they^  reside  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  raise  no 
presumption  that  they  intend  to  quit  their  perma- 
nent homes  in  their  respective  States,  or  to  become 
citizens  of  Washingtdn .  Here,  too,  the  comm ittee 
Qiust  admit  anether  exception  tp  their  principle ; 
and  at  the  same  time  it  is  clear  that  the  intention 
alone,  the  ammu»  revertendi,  determines  the  point 
that  those  high  officers  remati^  citizens  of  the 
States,  instead  of -being  disfranchised  by  living  at 
the  Seat  of  Government  iBy  what  principle  of 
the  Constitution,  by  what  doctrine  knorwn  to  our 
republican  system  or  to  hurnan  reason  itself,  can 
they  exclude  inferior  or  ^^snUoirdinate"  officers 
from  the  same  rights  in  their  re^ective  States, 
when  their  intention  of  retaining  tnoserig^hts,  and 
of  remaining  citizens  of  those  States,  shall  clearly 
appear?  It  capnot  be  admitted^this  distinction 
between  *  chief  and  subordinate  is  abhorrent  to 
justice  and  to  reas6n.  Our  feelings  revolt  at  the 
assumption.  Nor  ought  it  to  be  overlooked  that 
the  origin  and  the  tenure  of  tlie  principal  and  sub- 
ordinate officers^  of  the  executive  branch  of  the 
Government,  are  alike  known  to  the  Constitution. 
By  art.  2,  sec.  2,  the  President  is  authorized  to 
appoint  his  *' principal  executive"  officers,  which 
implies  the  existence  of  inferior  officers  in  those 
departments;  and  the  appointment  t>f  the  latter  is 
authorized  to  he  vested*  in  the  Heads  of  the  De- 
partments. Udder  this  authority  a  law  was  passed, 
vesting  the  appointment  of  clerks  of  depvriments 
in  the  Secretaries.  Hence  it  appeairs  that  the 
tenure  of  their  offices  is  precisely  the  same  with 
that  of  the  Secretaries  themselves.*  It  is  not  to  be 
tolerated  for  a  moment,  th^efore,  that  the  inter- 
ests of  the  inferiors  are  to  he  judged  and  decided 
by  rules  and  principles  le^s  favorable  than  those 
of  the  principals.  Justice  knows  no  distinction — 
Rex  Jupitei^  amnilms  idem. 

I  readily  concede  that  it  may  be  more*difficult 
for  a  clerlrto  demonstrate  his  intention  of  return- 
ing to  his  original  domicil,  from  the  circumstance 
that  many  o(  the  inferior  officers  df  the  depart- 
ments do  in  fact  remain  in  this  city,  and  hold 
theic  offices  for  m^uy  years,  and  often  during  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  A  Secretary,  or  even  a 
President,,  mi^ht  also  adopt  the^ intention  of  be- 
coming a  citizen  of  Washington,  and  of  relin- 
quishing his  former  domicil.  The  point  poniended 
for  is,  that  the  intention  in  both  cases  is  the  true 

Srinciple  opon  which  the  fact  of  citizenship,  or 
omicil,  is  to  be  determined.  In  the  case  before 
us,  I  think  it  may  fearlessly  be  affirmed  that  the 
intention  of  the  meifiber  to  retain  his  domicil  in 
Massachusetts,  is  proved  beyond  all  question ;  and, 
consequently,  it  most  clearly  follows  that  he  was, 
at  the  time  of  his  election,  an  inhabitant  there, 
and  eligible  to  a  seat  in  this  Housei. 
The  reliition  of  the  District  of  Columbia'  to  the 
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Ufiited  States,  as  ealaUisJied  by  the  Constitalion, 
afibrds  in  itself  a  strong  presumptioa  against  the 
inference,  that  pei^oas,  who  remain  here  in  the 
execution  of  poblic  functions^  intend  to  relinquish 
their  domioil  and  i  concomitant  privileges  in.  the 
States  from  which  they  came.    Those  functions^ 
in  many  cases,  cannot  be  perforioed  elsewhere, 
aqd  the  .territory  of  ten  nnka«quare  b  all6tted  as 
the  central  point  in  the  Union  for  t^eir  perfoitn- 
ance.  '  Add  to  this  the  fdct,  that  the  citizens  of 
this  District  are  governed  by  lavrs,  in  which  no 
representative,  aiected  by  their  snffrage,  has  any 
▼oice.  and  it  is  evident  that  an  atnution  of  po- 
litical di^tittciion,  such  as  the  silting  member  na^ 
repeatedly  evinced,  could  not  here  &  successfully 
indulged.    Sorely, it  ought  to  be  only*  in  clear 
cases  that  the  House  should  adop^*  a  eoncloMon, 
which  digests  a  citizen  of  rights  .in  his  natiVe 
State,  without  remitting  him  to  equal  rights  else- 
where.   The  case  of  a  navy  yard  or  arsenal,  is 
analogoua  in  principle,  the  jurisdiction  of  those 
places  being  ceded  to  the  United  States.    Sap- 
pose  a  citizen  b(  Charlestown,  an  ofBoer  in  the 
navy  or  marines,  to  reside  within  t^  limitspf  ithe 
navy  yard  with  his.familv  for  a  course^f  years, 
as  is  'Often  the  ease  $  will  it  be^  alleged  tbat  his 
residence  within  the  territory  and  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  Stales,  divests  him  of  his  rights  as  a 
citizeaof  the  State?    No,  such  doctrine  can  be 
supported.    The  injustice  is  too  obviops.    The 
residence  in  the  public  ground  is  like  residence 
on  hoard  a.  public  ship,  and  an  absence  for  years 
in  a  public  ship  will  not  be  pretended  to  produce 
disfranchisement.  Residence  in  this  District,  solely^ 
empio}[ed  in  public  business,  without  the  power  of 
acquiring  apd  enjoying  the  common  privileges  pf 
citizena  of  the  United* States,  and  without  tha  in- 
tention oir  wish  to  possess  the. imperfect  and  muti- 
lated rights  of « the  citiafejps  here,  ought  by  no 
means  to  be  construed  a  divestment  of  the  ample 
rights  and  privileges  of  a  free  citizen  of  one  of  the 
sovereign  States  of  this  Union. 

A  gentleman  from  New  York  yesterday,  f  Mr. 
Stobbs,)  proposed  several  quesdons,  all  of  them 
in  substance  admitting  of  one  answer.  He  asks 
what  would  be  the conditionof  an  inhabitant  of 
this  city,  in  case  of  a  retroceasioq  of  the^territory 
to  Maryland?  My  reply  is,  th^  citizens  ^ould 
then  be  citizens  of  Maryland ;  but  the  residents, 
not  citizens,  would  then,  as  at  this  tiine,  retain 
their  rights  in  their  several  States. 

The  Committee  of  Elections  suppose  it  to  have 
been  a  fovorite  provision  in  the  Constitution,  ob- 
tained by  the  exertions  of  those  who  were  cham- 
pi<His  for  maintaining  ^<  State  distinctions  and 
state  feelings^^'that  the  representatives  should  be 
inhabitants  oi  the  States  in  Whictv  thev  are  elect- 
ed. Admitting  this  to  have  been  the  iact,  the  de- 
finition of  the  term,  contended  for  by  the  commit- 
tee, would  defeat  this  desirahle  purpose.  Since 
the  '^  loaal  existence,"  inquired  by  the  .report,  is, 
in  its  nature,  transient ;  v^hereas  the  construction 
I  have  supported  supposes  continuity  and  perma- 
nence of  domicil.  Another  object  of  theprovisioo, 
supposed  by  the  committee,  was  to  larevent  those 
who  had  held  offices  under  the  "  General  <jk)vern- 


mentf."  meaning,  probably,-  the  Sxecutive  branoh 
of  the  Government,  from  being  elected  to  the  Le- 
gislative branch ;  and,  yet,  by  their  construction, 
those  who  have  held  such  offices,  for  any  period 
whatever,  have  only  to  transfer  their  "  local  exist- 
ence,^' their  temporary  aboc^e,  from  the  Seat  of  the 
Genenil  Government  to  the  State  where  they  are 
to  become  candidates,  and  the  objeption  is  re» 
moved  1  Nay,  the  necessity  of  even  this  tempo- 
rary return  is  only  necessary  fo^  *^  subordinate  " 
officers,  clerks,  4bc.,  but  is  not  a^rmed  to  be  ne* 
cessary  for  ttie  chief  officers  and  Heads  of  De- 
partments. Had  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
nad  this  object  in  view,  they  would  not  have -made 
«a  provision  so  easily  evaded,  nor  would  they  have 
gparded  against  th^  election  of  inferior  officers, 
while' thoae  of  superior  station  remained  eligible. 
Against  the  latter  there  feight  sometimes  be 
grounds  of  jealousy.  They;  when  -resident  )iere, 
might,  indeed,  sometknes,  too  much  identify  them- 
selves with  toe  Executive,  and  their  partiality 
might  remain. after  they  should  have  obtained 
nevtB  in  this  House;  but  of  inferior  officers  there 
can  be  7&ry  little  danger  of  thb  sort.  The  hum" 
ble  sphere  in  which  they  move  precludes  the  sus^ 
piciOn.  On  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  escape  the 
attention  of  the  sagacious 'people  of  ihia  countrv, 
in  selecting  their  representatives,  that  the  knowl- 
-edge  of  public  business,  of  the  intricate  d^etails  of 
the  various  departments,  which  mav  be  acquired 
in  this  subordinate  situation,  may  be  highlv  ad- 
vantftgeous  in  the  halls  of  Icffislation.  Knowledge 
of  this  nature  would  enatue  Con^^ress,  while  it 
ferveted  out  and  exposed  depredations  upon  the 
public  treasury,  if  any  existea,  to  do  justice  to  the 
nonorable  and  faithful  in  all  the  Departments  of 
the  Administration.. 

It  is  impossible,  by  provisions  in  a  constitution, 
to  supply  the  want  of  knowledge,  or  virtue,  or 
vigiiai^Ge,  in  the  people.  If  these  are  wanting, 
the  strongest  barriers  will  be  ovcirteaped  or  pros- 
trated. But,  happily,  in  oar  country,  and  I  speak 
especiallyoftJK  State  from  whicft  I  have  the  honor 
t<\  be  a  representative,  the  people  are  the  faiihful 
guardians,  by  whom  the  purity,  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  will  be  most  strenuously  defended. 
The  letter  of  4he  histrument  n;iay  b^  evaded  by 
cunning  or  aorruption ;  the  spirit  is  secured,  re- 
posing on  the  affection  of  millions  of  freemen. 

If  the  member  from  Norfolk  is  to  be  deprived 
of  his  seat,  on  what  ground,  let  me  inquire,  will 
the  House  decide  ?  Lei  him,  at  least,  have  the 
consolation  of  knowing  whether  he  is  disqualiied 
because  his  '^  local  existence*''  wa^  not  in  Massa- 
chusetts at  the  .time  of  the  electionr,  or  because  the 
intention  of  returning  was  not  sufficient! v  estab- 
lished, or  because  he  niiarried  a  wife  in  tnis  city-, 
or,  lastly,  because  he  held  a  subordinate  office  m 
an  Executive  Department ;  or,  if  not  for  either  of 
them,^ severally,  whether  the  disastrous  result  is 
the  consequence  of  all  these  causes  conjointly  7 

I  trust,  however,  the  decision  will  be  in.  favor 
of  the  member;  in  favor  of  the  Constitutional 
elective  franchise;  in  favor  of  the  respectable  ma- 
jority of  his  fellow-citizens,  who  have  already 
passed  judgment  upon  the  very  point  now  in  con- 
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trovers^.  Such  a  -decision,  I  am  confident,  will 
bear  the  test  of  sound  argument  and  clear  concep- 
tions of  the  Constitution  ;  a  decision  won  by  rea- 
son against  pfejudice,  and  which  may,  therefore, 
be  saleiy^ited  as  a  precedent  to  the  remotest  period 
of  our  political  history. 

When  Mr.  Fuller  had  conduded-r- 

Mr.  J.  T.  JoHNSo^,  of  Keutocky^  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Ghairmaii :  I  should  not  have  troubled  the 
Committee  on  *  this,  occasion,  but  from  a  deep 
conviction  of  the  importance  of  the  question  about 
to  be  decided. 

Hario^  determined  to  submit  my  views  at  some 
period  oi  the  debate,  I  avail  myself  of  the  present 
moment,  while  the  subject  possesses  both  novelty 
lind  interest.  The  qualifications  of  a  Representa- 
tive to  Congress  are  prescribed  by  the  Constitution 
of  Jhe  United  States. 

At  the  period  of  his  election^  he  must  have  at- 
tained to  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  been  seven 
years  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slate«i,  and  an  in- 
habitant of  that  State  in  which  heshaU  be  chosen. 
'  Congress,  in  the  plentitude  of  Constitutional 
power,  has  no  right  to  increase  or  diminish  these 
qualifications. 

The  qutetion  under  consideration  is  confined  to 
the  sole  inquiry,  whether,  at  the  time  of  election, 
the  sitting  member  was  an  iababitant  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts;  in  other  words,  whether  his 
absence,  at  that  period,  wa^  temporary  or  perma- 
sent ;  whether  or  not  he  intended  to  renounce  his 
citizenship  in  his  native  State? 

The  inquiry  involves  a  matter  of  fact,  as  to  the 
permanent  home  of  the-party;  and  I  shall  attempt 
to  establish  the  position,  that  the  intention  to  re- 
turn, in  cases  of  absence,  constitutes  th^  pivot  up- 
on which  the  decision  must  turn.  If  any  other 
rule  be  adopted,  a  citizen  mav  be  disfranchised 
against  his  consent.  In  truth,  gentlemen  ~ who 
substitute  a  difierent  rule  are  at  war  with  them- 
selves. > 

It  is  admitted  tiysome  that  our  f5reign  Ministers 
and  Consuls,  and  the  Secretaries  of  the  difierent 
Departments  located  withid  this  District,  continue 
to  be  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  States  from 
'  which  the|r  have  been  selected,  and  are  constitu- 
tionally eligible  as  Representatives  in  Congress. 
Others  deny  this  position^  so  far  as  regards  the 
Secretaries  of  the  different  Departments,  and  ad- 
vance the  principle  that  foreign  Ministers,  Con- 
suls, and  commercial  agents  alone,  are  embraced 
in  that  liberal  rule  qf  construction  which  prevents, 
a  forfeiture  of  eitizenship  and  inhabitancy  in  their 
respective  States;  and  that  those  only  who  com- 
pose this  class  during  their  absence  are  eligible  to 
a  seat  in  this  body.  Both  concur  in  the  exclusion 
of  a  clerk,  who  is  equally  in  the  employ  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

This  diversity  of  sentiment,  with  those  who  op- 
pose the  sitting  member,  added  to  the  doubts  and 
difllculties  expressed  hf  other  intelligent  members, 
should  impress  us  with  the  necessity  of  pausing, 
and  deliberating  maturely,  before  we  disfranchise, 
for  the  time  being,  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of 
Massachusetts. 


In  case  of  bribery  or  corruption,  it  is  the  solemn 
duty  of  this  House  to  interpose,  and  preserve  un- 
sullied the  representative  character.  •  But,  to  the 
honor  of  the  Representative,  and  to  the  people,  of 
that  Congressional  district,  no  such  practice  is  al- 
leged or  pretendeiL  Thechoice  was  volulitary,  pro- 
ceeding trora  the  impqlse  of  on  biassed  pr^erence. 
We  should  then  be  cautious'  how  we  trample  on 
the  right  of  sufirage,  and  stifle  the  voice  of  the 
people.  It  is  a  right  which  should  nevef  be  de- 
nied, except  in  cases  where  there  is  a  clear  and 
explicit  Constitutional  inhibitions^  in  cases  where 
there  exists  no  reasonable  doubt  of  the  ineligibility 
of  the  member  returned.  I  have  deeiped  it  my 
duty  to  exaniine  into  the  meaning  of  this  Consti- 
tutional:-clAuse,  which',  as  a.  qualification  for  a 
Representative  in  Congress,  requires  that  he  shall 
be  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  in  which  he  is 
chosen;  and  the  result  of' that  examination  has 
been  satisfactory. 

Let  us  confine  our  attention,  for  a  moment,  to 
the  definition  which  <  the  report  of  the  committee 
has  given  to  the  word  "inhabitant."  The  gen- 
eral definition  given  confines  it  to  "lOcalitr  of 
existence.'' . 

As  a  necessary  «nd .  irresistible  consequence  of 
this  definition,  100  are  lall  inhabitants  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia — or  we  may  be  Inhabitants  of 
any  State,  Territory,  or  foreign  country^  where 
we  may  happen  temporarily  to  reside  in  the  trans- 
action of  private  or  public  business.  This  is  cer- 
tainly a  fair  inference  from  the  premises ;  but  it 
is  too  palpable  a  violation  of- common  sense  to 
meet  the  sanction  of  this  body.  What  is  the 
principle  advanced  in  the  report  of  the  committee 
m  relation  to  foreign  ministers?  They  wisely 
abiindon  this  rigid  rule  of  constroction,  which  de- 
clares that  inhabitancy  follows  the  person  wher- 
ever he  may  have  "local  existence."  They  ex- 
pressly admit  that  forei^  ministers  are  not  only 
^^itizens,  but  also  inhabitants  of  their  respective 
States,  although  transported  to  forefgn  countries, 
many  thousand  miles  from  their  own  shores ;  and, 
though  they  may  have  resided  abroad  /or  a  num- 
ber of  years,  no  right  has  been  iidpaii^d,  nor  any 
privilege  abandoned  by  this  -temporary  absence. 
By  this  identical  clause  of  the  Constitution  now 
under  consideration,  they  are  secured  in  these 
rights  and  immunities,  and  eligible  to  a  seat  in 
Conjgress,  althodgh  elected  while  absent  in  the 
service  of  the  Government. 

It  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  make  the  selec- 
tion, and  Congress  had  no  right  of  dictation.  The 
sovereignty  of  the  people  is  involved  in  the  choice; 
and,  upon  th6  principle  of  representative  goV^ern- 
ment,  it  would  be  usurpation  to  interfere. 

Cases  precisely  in  pointy  such  as  the  election  of 
foreign  ministers,  during  their  absence  from  this 
country,  ha,re  occurred.  Sueh  a  case  now  Exists 
in  this  body.  No  opposition  has  been  niade  to  it. 
AH  have  yielded  their  ftill  assent.  To  what  con- 
clusion does  this  principle  conduct  us  ?  Doubtless 
the  very  principle  which  actuated  the  constitu- 
ents of  the^sitting  member.  This  is  the  principle 
for  which  I  contend,  and  it  has  already  been 
conceded. 
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We  are  now  driven  to  the  necessity  of  ascer* 
taining  the  permanent  home  of  the  party.  In 
cases  of  absence  on  public  emp>oyment,  or  on.  ^i- 
▼ate  business,  if  doubts  arise  as  to  the  id  tent  ion 
of  the  party  to  return,  we  must  resort  to  facts  as 
the  only  sale  foundation  on  which  to  rest  our  de- 
cision. In  the  nature  of  things  it  is  impossible  to 
avoid  this  inquiry.  Was  the  absence  permanent 
or  temporary  ?  .  I  appeal  to  the  candor  of  those 
who  believe  in  the  eligibility  of  the  Heads  of  De- 
partments located  in  this  City,  a^id  of  foreign 
Ministers  and  Consuls  residing  abroad,  to  draw 
the  line  of  discrimination,  which  would  exclude 
the  sitting  member.  I  hope  we  are  not  prepared 
to  adopt  a  liberal  rule  in  relation  to  those  who 
have  been  most  favored  by  the  patronage  of  the 
Government,  and  to  exclude  those  who  are  less 
elevated,  because  their  duties  are  more  humble, 
though  equally  indispensable.  The  ConiStitution 
recp^ ises  no  distinction  of  rank — no  exclusive 
privileges.  Merit  is  the  sole  basis  of  difttinction. 
As  citizens,  the  Heads  of  a  Department  and  Clerks 
are  upon  an  equality.  The  Head,  of  the  Depart* 
ment  hai^  a  larger  salary,  and  may  share  more 
honor  than  the  clerk  who  performs  more  of  the 
drudgery  of  thie  business ;  but,  qo  Constitutional 
advantage  can  be  claimed  in  virtue  of  this  public 
favor.  The  tenurip  of  office  is  the  ;»me.  Each 
is  subject  to  the  will  of  his  superior.  Either  may 
resign,  or  the  offices  of  both  may  be  abolished. 
Ministers  and  Consuls,  wherever  located,  are 
placed  precisely  in  the  same  condition ;  and  we 
are  not  authorized  by  the  Constitution  to  change 
the  rule.  Why  We  should  attempt  to  vary  it  fa 
this  case,  is  unaccountable. 

The  greatest  difficulty,  as  to  the  intention  of 
the  party,  is  this :  that  the  sitting  member  is. not 
surrounded  with  wealth — as  to  property,  his  coU'* 
dition  is  humble.  If  he  were  possessed  of  An  ex- 
tensive paternal  inheHiance— if'he  had  left  behind 
him  a  lar^e  domain  and  splendid  domicil,  it  would 
not  require  the  testimony  before  us  to  induce  a 
belief  that  he  intended  to  return  to  his  native 
State.  I  believe,  sir,  the  most  incredulods  would 
have  admitted  the  fact..  This  is  one  of  the  disad- 
vantages of  poverty.  I  know  how  to  syninathize 
with  those  who  are  not  blessed  with  amuebce. 
Sir,  I  wilt  not  disbelieve  the  positive  testimony' 
which  declares  the  fact  of  his  uniform  intention, 
up  to  the  time  of  his  election,  not  td  f enounce  his 
citizenship,  and  his  detei;minat1on  to  return  to  his 
home  in  Massachusetts.  Believing,  as  I  do,  that 
he  was  constitutionally  eligible,  I  feelmore  desir- 
ous that  Ills' rights,  and  the  rights  of  his  constitu- 
ents, should  be  'ftiirly  presented  9nd  Impartially 
decided. 

What  are  the  facts  in  the  case  befofe*  us  ?    The 
member  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts;  he  Is  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  policy  and  interest  of 
that  State ;  he  is  presumed  to'  partifcipate  in  the 
feelings  of  his  immediate  constituents;  he  has 
been  reared  up  in  the  bosom  of  that  society,  where 
his  father  still  reside«,'and  is  boaifd  to  them  by 
the  stfongesc  ties ;  he  has  been  honored,  on  sev- 
eral occasions,  with  a  seat  in  thei^  State  legisla- 
ture.    A  few  years  past,  he  was  appointed  to 


•discharge  the  duties  of  a  clerk  in  the  State  De- 
partment, within  this  District ;  that  trust  wds  ab- 
cepted,  with  the  positive  declaration  that  he  did 
not  intend  to'reside  here  permanently;  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  renounce  his  native  State;  and  that 
Massachusetts  was  his  home.  Duringhis  Vesidenee 
here,  he  boarded  at  a  tavern,  until  within  some 
few  months  previous  to'  his  election^  and  occa- 
sionally returned  to  Massachusetts.  He  purchased 
no  property  here ;  and  that  which  he  possessed, 
consisting  of  near  eight  hundred  jrolumes,  was 
left  in  that  State,  lie  has  uaifoilnly  avowed  his 
citizenship  in  Massachusetts,  and  has  declined  all 
participation  in  the  concerns  of  ihi»  District.  His 
constituents  and  himself  had  intercourse  with 
each  other,  and  understood,  much  better  than  we 
can, know,  the  relations  which  existed  between 
then\.  Cj^nsidering  him  a  citizen  and  inhabitant 
of  their  State,  they  called  upon  him  to  know 
whether  he  was  willing  to  serve  them  in  Con- 
gress. He  yielded  to  their  solicitation,  and  was 
elected  by  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  in  the  dis- 
trict. No  person  has  claimed  hisplace.  But  his 
eligibility  has  b^en  contested,  in  a  remonstrance 
signed  by  twenty-six  persons 'only,  an^  enclosed 
under  a  blank  cover,  to  a  member  of  Congress, 
and  we  are  called  upon  to  vacate  his  seat. 

I  contend,  that  the  words  "  citizen"  and  "  in- 
habitant," are  words  of  a  siiyilar  import,  so'  far  as 
this  clause  in  the  Constitution  is  concerned.  They 
are  synonymous  as  regards  eligibility  to  a  seat  on 
this  floor.  » 

To  render  this  subject  more  plaip  ^nd  familiar, 
I  remark,  that  continued  residence  is  not  essen- 
tial to  either ;  that  there  is  a^perfect  analogy  ^s 
to  the  permanence  of  the  settlement. 

The  committee  have  resdrted  to  VattePs  Law  of 
Nations,  for  a  definition  of  the  term  "  inhabitant." 
The  essential  part  of  it  is  in  these  words :  *'  the 
inh'abifants,  as  distinguished  from  citizens,  are 
strangers  who  are  permitted  to  s^tle  and  stay  in 
the  countrv."  Is  this  the  exposition  that  ^ouLd  be 
given  to  t^at  term,  as  used  in  our  Constitution  ^ 
Permit  me  to  illustrate  this  position  by  a  plain 
case,  in  order  to  test  its  correctness.  Suppose  a 
citizen  of  an  adjoining  State  should  go  into  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  and  there' take  a^temporary 
residence,  in  the  transaction  of  private  basiness, 
.with  the  avowed  intention  of  returning  to  his 
homeland  a  family  that  he  had  left  behind  him — 
would  he  be  eligible  to  Congress  from  Kentucky, 
•during .this  temporary  residence  ?  I  presume  none 
would  contend  for  such  a  doctrine.  Nor  need  we 
apprehend  the  least  danger,  tfiat  the' people  will 
ever  become  so-  regardless  of  their  owh  interests, 
as  to' elect  a  person  under  such  circumstances. 
And  why?  For  this  important  reason,  that  he 
would  remain  a  citizen  and  inhabitant  of  an  ad- 
joining Slate.'  Yet,  t^e definition  from  VaUd  con- 
nected with  ^^  local  existence,"  would  contravene 
this  obvious  position.   "' 

I  can  never  subscribe  to  such  dac trine.  There 
must  be  an  intention  permanently  to  settle,  to  make 
him  an  inhabitant.  Citizenship,  being  a  term  of 
the  most  extensive  signification,  includes  inhabi- 
tancy.   A  citizen  is  always  an  inhabitant,  within 


1823 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBS& 


1824 


H.  OF  R. 


Miu$achuMU8  ConUittd  Election. 


March,  1824. 


the  ipeaniDS  of  ihe  Constitutioa.  So  far  as  re- 
gards the  offices  of  the  Federal  GovernmeBt,  they 
stand  on  an  equality.  Such  equality  exists  in  the^ 
State  Government,  except  so  far  as  State  laws 
have  required  a  certain  period  of  settleuiipnt  to 
confer  eligibility.  With  this  exception,  they  are 
entitled  to  the  same  privileges,  and  subject  alike 
to  the  requisitions  of  the  State  authority. 

Who  has  denied  that  the  sitting  member  is  a 
citizea  of  Massachu^tts  1  If  a . citizen,  he  must 
be  an  inhabitant.  He  might  fojrfeit  his  citizen- 
ship in  Massachusetts  by  a,  permanent  settlement 
in  aiiother  State,  where  he  would  immediately 
become  eligible  to  Congress;  and  this  might  hap- 
pen before  his  residence  in  that  State  had  been  of 
sufficient  dufatioja  to  entitle  him,  according  to  its 
laws,  to  fill  the  rights  of  a  citizen.  Thus,  a  citi- 
zen is  always  an  inhabitant,  but  an  inhabitant  is 
not  always  a  citizen.  No  individual  can  pfoperly 
be  regarded  as«a  <:itizen  of  qne  State,  and  an  in- 
habitant of  another.  If  he  could  be  so  considered, 
this  gross  absurdity  would  follow,  that  he  would 
be  eligible  to  Congress,  at  the  same  moment,  from 
two  differept  States;  for  citizenship  cannot  sink 
below  intiabitancy ;  and  it  wilt  scarcely  be  con- 
tended, that  a  ci|izen  is  ineligible  while  the  Con- 
stitution confirms  the  inhabitant  in  the  enjoyment 
of  this  right.  ^       • 

This  brings  us  back  to  the  only  safe  and  Con- 
stitutional rul^,  that,  when  absent  from  our  .re- 
spective States,  whether  on  public  or  private  busi- 
nesvS,  the  intention  of  the  jparty  is  the  proper 
subject  of  inquiry.  We  are  triumphantly  asked 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Stobrb) 
il  a  Territorial  ^[avernm'ent  wereeziended  to  this 
Di^rict,  and'an.mdividual  who  had  removed  and 
married  here,  were  elected  a  delegate  to  Congress, 
whether  he  would  not  be  an^inhabitaiM  and  enti^- 
tled  to  his  seat  ?  Without  qualification  or  expla- 
nation, I  answer,  he  would.  But,  in  return,  1  re- 
ply, if  the  party  had  uniformly  claimed  citizenship 
elsewhere,  and  invariably  disclaimed  ^any  other 
ihan  transient  residence  here,  he  would  not  be 
eligible. 

Other  cases  are,  supposed,  preseptinjif  more  diffi- 
culty, where  the  intention  of  the  .party  is  proble- 
matical. ^Such  cases  do  not  properly  test  the  prin- 
ciple -advlnced,  but  always  tail  -in  the  important 
requisite  of  happy  illu:$tration. 

I  will  state  a  case  of  freguenr  occurrence,  fall- 
ing within  my  own  observation.  A  friend,  with- 
in my  district,  has.  purchased  a  farip  in  Louisiana, 
and  cultivates  it  with  the  greater  part  of  his  force, 
in  the  growinff  of  cotton.  His  tamily  resides  on 
his  farm 'in  Kentucky,  and,  during  the  year,  he 
spends  a  ^rtion  of  his  time  in  each  State.*  Is  he 
an  inhabitant  alternately  ot  these  States,  as  he 
may  occasionally  reside  in  the  one  or  the  other  ? 
Or,  is  it  necessary  for  me  to  say,  that,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  soundest  rbles  of  Constitutional 
construction,  he  is  a  citizen  and  an  inhabitant  of 
Kentucky.  The  decisions  of  the  first  judicial  tri- 
bunals in  our  country,  fully  exemplify  and  sustain 
this  position. 

A  citizen  of  Virginia  has  resided  many  years 
in  Kentucky  in  the  transaction  of  private  business. 


He  has  uniformly  claimed  citizenship  in  Virginia; 
and,  for  the  adjustment  of  his  fitles  to  land,  suits 
have  been  prosecuted  by  him  in  the  Federal  court. 
Objections  were  ma^e  to  the 'jurisdiction  of  the 
court,  and  overruled,  upon  theground  that  he  was 
a  citizen  of  another  State.  The  great  principle 
established  in  these  cases  is  this :  That  no  person 
shall  be  coppelied  to  expatriate  himself  or  to  re- 
move his  citizenship.  Shall  w^  then,  compel  the 
sitting  member  to  renounce  his  native  State 
against  his  own  consent  and  the  consent  of  his 
constituents? 

If  this  be  a  doubtful  question^  what  should  be 
our  course  ?  Leave  it  with  the  people.  There  is 
the  safe  deposite.  Reverse  their  decision,  and 
you  may  treneh  upon  their  rights^  You  may  do 
violence  to  the  most  inestimable  privilege — ^the 
privilege  of  self-go  vernn^ent.-  v 

But  It  is  said  that  we  m^y  establish  a  danfferoQs 
precedent,  by  which  the  influenc.e  of  the  Execu- 
tive Departments  will  eventually  prevail  over  the 
Virtues  of  the  people.  .  --  ' 

Such  suggestions  are  not  the  result  of  a  cool, 
deliberate  judgment  The  Executive  has  the 
power  to  appoint  members  of  this  body  to  offices 
of  the  highest  responsibility.  If  the  Constitution 
permits  .this,  without  <|anger  to  our  liberties,  much 
less  is  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  case 
under  examination.  And  if,  by  possibility,  Ex- 
ecutive patronage  could  be  so  exerted  as  to  pro- 
cure' the  election  of  an  individual  to -Congress, 
who  was  ikbsent  from  his  district,  might  not  this 
influence  be  much  more  easily  extended  to  an  in- 
dividual who  was  present  at  the  canvass?  In 
either  case  the  result  cannot  be  dangerous  while 
the  decision  fests  with  the  people.  ^  am  not  a 
convert  to  the  doctrine,  that  you  are  to  save  them 
from  their  awn  worst  eneimes — ^tliemselves.  They 
know  their  own  interests,  and  my  confidence  is 
based  upon.,  their  virlue  and  int^rity,  and  not 
opon  these  technical  barriers.  You  cannot  cor- 
rupt the  great  body  of  the  people. »  In  small  bodies 
only  .corruption  wields  its  force. 
'  The  report  of  the  committee  affixes  to  the  word 
"  inhabiti^nt,^'  the  definition  which  belongs  to  the 
word  "resident."  The  journals-  of  the  Conven- 
tion show  that  tl\e  word  rtsident  was  stricken  oat, 
and  inhdbUant  insertjed.  This  was  done  for  some 
purpose.  The  word  reHdent  carries  with,  i^  no 
definite  idea  beyond  that  of  'Mocal  existence." 
At  this  time  I  am  a  reiidetU^  but  not  an  inhainiant 
of  the  City  of  Washington. 

Residence  may  be  temporary  or  permanent 
Inhabitancy  is  ^a  stronger  term — ^permanency  is 
its  essential  characteristio.  It  means  a  settled 
home,  with  the  intention  to  dwell  and  reinain 
there  ipdefinitdy;  and  temporary  absence  no 
more  afiects  it  than  it  does  citizenship.  Inhabi- 
tancy does  not  depend  on  the  contingency  of  own- 
iiig  property,  but  oipon  intention  alone.  Shall  we 
then  vacate  the  seat  of  the  member  on  mere  pre- 
sumption, against  matters  of  fact? 

Tne  case  of  paupers  has  been  noticed  in  the 
report  of  the  committee.  With  what  view  can- 
not be  clearly  ascertained.  The  object  would 
seem  to  be,  to  furnish  a  rule  applicable  to  ex- 
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patrjation.  The  reference  is  uo fort qd ate,  and  by 
DO  means  correct.  There  is  hoo  analogy'  in  the 
two  cases,  lb  relation  to  paupers,  a  rigid  con 
stmctioo  has  ever  been  applied ;  but  to  the  reprer 
seotatire  principle,  a  liberal  construction  has  al- 
ways preraile^. 

The  reason  is  obvious.    The  rights  atMl  inte- 
rests of  the  people  are  advanced  by  a  liberal 


constnictioif  m  the  one  ease,. and  n  rigid  one  in,  an  American  citizen.    What  right,  in  this  coun- 


the  other. '  But,  ia  the  question  before  us,  nve 
need  not  resort  to  construction.  The  sitting  mem- 
ber declares  himself  an  inhabitant  of  Klassachu- 
aetts.  and  bis  constituents  re^o^nise  him  as  such. 

The  evidence  is  conclusire ;  the  uniform  deela- 
rations  of  the  party ;  the  evidence  of  several  per- 
sons of  high  character  sustaining  and  corrobocat- 
inff  these  declarations ;  his  refusal  to  eiercise'  the 
privileges  belonging  to- the  inhabitants  of  (his 
place ;  hp  boardinpr  at  a  tavern ;  having  leffhis 
property  in  his  native  State;  the  corxespondeitce 
which  took  place  between  him  and  his  constitur 
ents y  the  manner  in  which  he^as  elected.  With 
this  volume  of  evidenoej>efore  us,  shall  we  pro- 
claim to  his  constituenlsthat  their  confidence  has 
beeajnisplaced  in  the  election  of  a  person  who  is 
alienated  from  their  State  and  a  citizen  of  this 
District? 

The  nrinciple  to  be  decided^  though  important 
to  the  sittinfi^  member  and  his  immediate  dopstitu- 
ents,  is  much  more  so  to  the^people  of  this  coun- 
try. For,  to  the  free  exercise  of  the  elective 
franchise,  we  must  look  for  the  stability  and  du- 
ration of  this  happy  republic. 

When  Mr.  Johnson  had  taken  his  s^t,   be 
was  followed  by  Mr.  Wooo^  of  New  York,  who. 
stated  the  result  of  taw  decisions  en  the  subject  of 
domicil,  a&d  united  in  opposing  the  committee's 
reporL 

Mr.  William  Smith,  of  Virginia,  remarked, 
that  this  case  submitted  but  a  single  proposition 
for  the  consideration  of  the  .Committee.  The 
right  of  the  sitting  member  to  a  seat  hi  this  House 
is  contested  upott  the  ground  that  he  was  not  an 
inhabitant,  of  Massachusetts  at  the  time  ef  his 
election.    The  language  of  the  Constitution  is  ex- 

g licit,  and  if  he  were  not  an  inhabitant  of  that 
itate,  when  elected,  unquestionably  he  is  not 
Constituiionally  and  rightfully  here.  But,  Mr. 
Chairman,  before  we  deprive  him  of  his  seat,  we 
ought  to  be  satisfied,  beyond  the  possibility  ot  ra- 
tional controversy,  that  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  hare  been  violated,  by  his  election. 


full  and  fair  e^prdssion  of  the  puUic'will,  and  we 
all  knotv  that  there  is  no  one  claiming  the  seat 
whi^h  is  now  sought  to,  be  vacated.  Should  he 
be  exduded,  therefore,  what  will  be  the  conse- 
quence? His  place  will  not  be  immediately  sup- 
plied. Possibly  his  district  may  be  Unrepresented 
the  balance  of  the. session,  and  we  may  do  rio- 
lence  to  one  of  the  most  inestimabte  privileges  of 


try,  is  held  more  saci:ied,  dearer  to  the  heart  of 
every  freeman,  X)t  of  high^  value,  than  th6  right 
.  of  suffrage?  Emphatically  none.  In  the  posses- 
sion of  this  right,  the  humblest  member  in  the 
Community  feels  himself  elevated  to  an  immeas- 
urable '-distance  above  the  degraded  condition  of 
the  miserable  slave  of  power.  ^  No  matter  what 
may  be  his  pecuniary  circumstances;  n^  matter 
how  limited  his  share  of  the  g6od  things  of  this 
world,  he  feels,  thinks,  and  acts  as  a  freeman,  and 
will' always  be -found  pri*pared  firtaly  to  resist  the 
slightest  invasion  of  a  privilege  secured  to  him  by 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  his  country,  and 
which  ^e  knows 'h6w  to  value.  It  befits  us,  th^e- 
fore,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  approaclKthis  great  right 
with  extreme  caution  and  deliberation,  and  let  us 
beware  that  we  do  nothing  by  which  its  efficiency 
i6ay  be  impaired. 

>  With  these  few  preliminary  remarks,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  will  now^  proceed  to  offer,  very  briefly, 
some  reflections  upon  the  question  submitted  for 
our  decision.  And  what  is  the  question  ?,  It  is 
this :  Was  the  sitting,  member  an  inhabitant  of 
Massachusetts  at  the  time  of  his  ^leotionJ  The 
investigation  of  this  question  naturaHy  and  ne- 
cessarily presents  another  inquiry.  Quo  animo, 
did  he  leave  Massachusetts  and  tal(e  up -bis  resi« 
dence  in  the  city  of  Washington  7  Did  he  in- 
tend, forever,  to  abandon  his'  native  State,  and 
settle  permanently  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ? 
This  is  emphaticGuIy  the  question.  Is  it,  can  it 
*be  doubted  1  If  it  be,  afew  reiQarks,  I  think,  will 
suffice,  to  prove,  in  con  testa  bly,  that  such  is  the 
trpe  chara<?ter  of  the  question  to  be  decided.  Let 
me  put  a  familiar  case,  and  one  of  every  dsij  oc- 
currence. An  inhabitant  of  Maryland,  Virginia, 
or  any  other  State  in  the  Union,  possess^  of  but 
little. visible  property,  goes  beyond  the  boundary 
line  of  his  State  on  public  or  private  business,  or 
for  any  purpose,  no  matter  what.  Will  jt  be  con- 
tendea  that,  by  this  act,  he  loses  his  inhabitancy 
in  the  State  from  which  he  goes  7  Surely  not. 
It  must  be  conceded  that,  in  such  a  case,  the  indi- 


mittee  of  Elections,  after  a  very  patient  and  labo- 
rious investigation  of  the  facts  and  principles  of 
this  catie,  conclude  an  able  and  elafaiorate  report, 
with  the  declaration  4hat.  the  sitting  member  is 
not  entitled,  and  the  House  is  called  upon  to  yield 
its  assent  to  this  re^lt.  However  much  we  may 
confide  in  the  intelligence  and  good  sense  of  the 
committee,  our  agreen^nt  will  be  withheld,  if  a 
reasonable  doubt  be  entertained,  and  this  for  rea- 
sons which,  to  my  mind,  are  obvious  and  .conclu- 
sive. The  sitting  member  is  decidedly  the  favor- 
ite of  the  people  of  his  district.  He  has  been 
sent  here  by  an  overwhelming  majot'ity,  after  a 
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What,  sir,  are  we  required  to  do?    The  Com-   vidual  is  uniformly  considered,  during  his  ah- 


sence,  as  an  inhabitant  of  that  Stat^  from  which 
he  is^.thus  necessarily  absent.  But,  upon  what 
principle?  .  Clearly  uponr  the  ground  that  he 'does 
,  not  inUnd  to  exchange  his  original  residence  for  a 
permanent  abode  elsewhere.  That  this  is  the 
principle  upon  which  he  is  regarded,  during  his 
absence,  as  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  from  which 
he  goes,  is  too  palpable  to  need  a  single  remark. 
In  support  and  illustration  of  this  position,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  intention  constitutes  the  true  and 
only  legitimate  test  of  inhabitancy,  I  will,  with 
leave  of  the  Committee,  present  some  additional 
examples.    A  citizen  and  inhabitant  of  Pennsyl- 
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Tania,  distinguished  for  bis  enlightened  and  a<^cu- 
rate  views  of  the  ti^u^  policy  and  interests  of  this 
GovernnaeDt,  is  appointed,  by  the  Ezeoutive,  a 
Minister  to  some  foreign  Court.  The  appointr 
tpent  is  accepted.  He  leaves  this  for  the  loreign 
country.  After  an  absence  of  six,  eight,  or  t«n 
years,  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  in  considera- 
tion of  his  long  and  useful  services,  elect  him  a 
member  of  either  branch  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States:  With  what  propriky  could  it  be 
said  that  he  was  not  an  inhabitant  of  I^enn^yl- 
vania,  and  therefore  ineligible  to  a  seat  in  the 
National  Legislature  ?  Not  even  a  plaOsible  ob- 
jection could  be  made  to. his  right.  He  would 
unquestionably  be  entitled  to  it;  but  upon  what 
principle  ?  Obviously  upon  the  ground  that,  by 
accepting* the  appointment,  he  did  not  %7U&7id  to 
settle  permanenxly  in  the  foreign  country — an  in- 
tention indicated  ky  the  nature  of  the  appoint- 
ment, the  character  of  the  service 'in  which  he 
engaged,  and  the  political  condition  of  the  coun- 
try to  which  he  is  sent,  compared  to  the  peculiarly 
happy  and  prbsperoas  situatioii  of  this-  nation. 
If,  then,,  in  the  tase  supposed,  intention  consti- 
tutes th^  true  test  bf  .tbis  termi  inhMiwU,  why 
should  it  not  in  the  case  now  upder  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Copamittee  ?  Can  the  two  cases  be 
distinguished  ?  -'In  what  particulars  do  they  dif- 
fer ?  In  l)bih,  the  individuals' were  employed  in 
the  service  of  the  Government,  equally  absent 
from  their  respective  States,  anti  holding  appoint- 
ments alike  temporary  in  tneir.  nature.  No  sub- 
stantial difference,  Mr.  Chairman,  can  be  shown, 
and  it  doe^  seem  to  me  that  a  ^common  principle 
ought  to  be  applied  to  cases  whose  essential  fea- 
tures are  the  same. 

The  history  of  the  State  from  which  the  sitting 
nlember  comes,  furnishes  some  cas^  illustrative  of 
the  principle  for  which  I  con  tend  j  to  one  of  whieh, 
only,  will  I  now  call  the  attention  of-the  Commit- 
tee. It  appears,  from  th^  document  which  has 
been  laid  upon  our  tables,  that  the  constitution  of 
Massachusetts  requires,  as  a  neces!«ary  qualifica^ 
tipn  for  a  Senator  in  the  Legislature  ot  that  Com- 
monwealth, inhabitancy  for  five  years  immediately 
preceding  his- election.  I  have  not  exaiAined  the 
constitution  of  that. State,  but  I  presume  the  pro- 
vision has  been  correctly  quoted.  It  also  appears, 
from  the^  same  document,  that  .the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  answer  to  one  of  the  interrogatories  pro^ 
pounaed  to  him  by  the  committee^  states  that  he 
returned  to  Massachusetts^  from  his  foreign  mis- 
sion, some  time  in  1801 ;  and  in  1802,  after  k  short 
residence  of  six  or  eight  months  only,  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Senate  o^  that  State.  What 
principle  was  it  that  entitled  the  Secretary  to  a 
seat  in  that  body  ?  What  the  test  of  inhabitancy 
in  this  instance?  Unquestionably  the  animiu  re- 
vertendi,  the  intention  to  return  to  Lis  native  State. 
It  was  the  continued  existence  of  this  intention 
that  prevented,  during  his  absence,  the  los^  of  his 
political  privileges.  But,  say  the  committee,  this) 
and  other  cases  of  a  similar  character  in  that  State, 
for  any  thing  that  appears  to  the  contrary,  passed 
9ub  filintiOf  and  therefore  no  principle  was  settled. 
To  this  I  have  but  a  single  remark  to  make.    If 


Mr.  Adaois  had  opposition,  the  feeling  in  relation 
to  such,  matters,  which  prevails  in  the  section  of 
country  from  wnich  I  come,  and,  I  apprehend,  in 
every  other  State  tn  the  Union,  woubl  no  doubt 
have  impelled  the  rival  candidate*  to  contest  bis 
election,  had  there  been  the  slightest  prospect  of 
success.    But,  whether  he  had  opposition  or  not, 
or  whether  his  election  was  contesteck  or  not,  to 
my  mind  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  Secretary 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  in 
1802,  upon  a  principle  entirely  defensible,  and  to 
the  soundness  of  which  I  most  hesfrtily  subscribe. 
It  has  been  ^id, -Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  case  is 
distinguishable  uom  the  one  now  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Committee,  upon  the  ground  that 
Mr.  Adams,  a&  Minister,  carried  along  with  him 
the  sovereignty  of  the  nation,  and,  therefore,  was 
to  bC'  considered  an  inhabitant  df  Massachusetts. 
The  premises  are  admitted,  but  such  a  conclusion 
is  utterly  depipd.*  Let  it  be  conceded,  for  a  mo- 
ment, that,  as  he  carried  with  him  the  sovereigntv 
of  the  United  States,  therefore  fte  is-td  be  regardea, 
in  jeififeuce  to  his  rights  in  this.count^'y, as  a  citi- 
zen and  inhabitant  ot  the  Visited  SkUea,  With  what 
'  propriety,  permit  me  to  inquire,  can  i^  be  contended, 
that,  fqr  the  same  reason,  he  cQptinued  to  be  an 
inhabitant  cff  Massachusetts?    What,  sir,  an  in- 
habitant of  Massachusetts  because  h'e  carried  along 
with  him  the  soviereignty  of  th^  nation !    The 
idea  is  too  xefined  for  my  comprehension,  and,  if 
I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  would  startle  any  man 
of  plain  pnsopnisticated  mind.  *  With  as  much 
propriety  might  it  be  said,  that  he  who  speaks  the 
French  language,  is  therefore  a  Frenchman,  or  he 
who  wears  a  coat  made  of  foreign  cloth,  is  there- 
fore a  foreigner.    Th^  attempted  distinction  can- 
not be  established  uponsany  principle  of  (air  and 
correct  reasoning.'    The  position  I  maintain,  Mr. 
Chairman,  may  I  think,  be' also  sustained  and  il- 
lustrated by  reference  to  the  proceeding  of  the  Fed- 
eral Convention,  hy  which  the  instrument  was 
framed,  under  which  we  are  now  Mel  i  berating.    It 
isadmitted  that  the  draught  of  the-Constitution,  re- 
ported by  the  committee  in  1787,  employed  tbe 
term  residetU  to  indicate  one  of  the  qualifications 
nepessary  (or  a  meinber  of  Congress,  and  that  this 
draught  was  subsequently  amended  bv  the  su])stitU'^ 
(ion  of  the  term  inhabitant.    But  lor  what  pur- 
pose i    After  the  lapse  of  so  many  years,  it  is  im- 
possible to  ascertain,  with  ^ny  sort  of  precision, 
the  .considerations  which  operated  upon  the  Con- 
vention in  making  this  alteration.''  The  induce* 
ment,  therefore,  which  led  to  tbe  change  must, 
necessarily,  ben  matter  of  speculation.    This  Con- 
vention must  have  had  some  motive  in  making 
the  amendment,  and  we  cannot  attac^  (he  same 
meaning  to  both  terms,  without  attributing^  to  them 
an  idle'apt.    My  own  impression  is,  (andj  in  this 
opinion,  I  am  supported  by  tbe  more  matured  and 
better  informed  judgments  of  others,)  thiit  the 
amendment  was  made  under  an  apprehension, 
that  i  literal  interpretation  of  the  word  rendenty 
might  prevent  the  election  of  any  man,  however 
enlightened,  however  distinguished  for  talent  and 
information,  unless  he  was  living,  residing,  and 
actually  present  in  the  State  at  the  moment  of  the 
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«lec(ioo.  To  goard  against  this  result,  which  the 
wise  men  who  framed  the  Constitutioa  never 
could  have  contemplated,  fnhabUarU  was  inserted, 
under  a  sound  construction,  whereof  any  one 
absent  from  the  State,  but  having. the  animus 
reveriendij  and  possessing  the  other  qualifications 
indicated  by  the  Constitution,  may  be  elected  a 
member  of  the  Consrefis  of  the  United  States. 
The  Committee  of  Elections,  in  their  report,  have 
said  that  the  word  inhabitant  comprehends  merely 
the  simple  fact,  locaUly  of  ez^gtence.  Well,  sir,  ac- 
cording to  tbi«  new,  and  very  contrefeted  exposi- 
tion of  the  term,  we  who  are-  here  assembled,  are 
all  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington.  Is  it 
possible  tfcar  an  interpretation;  which  makes  us 
inhabitants  of  this  place,  with  or  Without  our  con- 
sent, can  be  correct?  ^  As'  I  am  not  yet  tired  of 
Virginia,  as  I  am  still  bound  to  her  by  the  tender- 
-est  ties,4is  I  would  aot  wijlinffiy  exchange  my  na- 
tive Stat^  for  any  other.  State  or  Territory  in  the 
Union,  (not  inttndiAg,  however,  the  slightest  dis- 
paragemem  to  any  other,)  I  mu^  be  permitted  to 
enter  my  most  solemn  and  deliberate  protest  affainst 
this  doetrine.  I  am  not  yet  prepared,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  become  an  inhabitaat  of  the  Disthct  of 
Colombia,  particularly  in  its  present  civil  aniH  po- 
litical condition,  and  let  me  assure  you  and  this 
Committee,  that  I  shall  most  cheerfully  leave  it 
whensoever  we  shall  have  passed  th^  necessary 
appropriation  bills,  and  goUfn  rid  of  the  proposed 
Uriff,  every  item  of  which  is  the  fruitful  source  of 
the  mo9t  able  and  d^^tuni  dAate* 

These  considerations,  Mr.  Chairman,  have  in- 
dnoed  me  tp  believe  that  the  true  question,  in  this 
case,  was  o*^  cf  intention.  I  admit  that  absence 
from  one's  State,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  un- 
connected with'  any  other  fact,  raises  a  violent 
presumptipn  of  an  intention  fdrever  to  abandon  it. 
But  this  is  nothing  more  than  presumption,  liable 
to  be  repelled  by  a  variety  of  circumstances. '  Let 
us,  then,  see  whether  this  presumption,  if  it  could 
exist  in  this  case,  is  not  concIu9i  vely  repelled.  The 
uniform  and  repeated  df  claratians  pr  the  gentle-' 
man  whosr  seat  is  contested,  that  he  always  con- 
sidered Massaebusetts  as  his  home,  and  intended 
to  return,  furnish  an  indication  ot  h|s  Intention, 
which  strongly  addresses  itself  to  our  judgments. 
Bat  it  ma^  be  said,  perhap,.  that  this  avowal  of 
intention,  is  the  mere  declaration  of  a  party  im- 
mediately and  directly  interested  in  (he  result  of 
this  investijsatioa.  In  a  court  of  stern,  rigid  law, 
sQch  an  objection  mieht  be  successfully  raised,  bu( 
a  deliberate  assemblv  like  this  will  not  permit 
ibelf  to  be  trammelled  by  technical  rules  and 
difficulties.  It  will  look  to  all  the  circumstances. 
Why,  in  a  court  of  I^w,  are  the  declarations  of  a 
party  excluded,  which  operate  in  his  faror? 
Clearly  because  of  the  strong  temptation  to  mis- 
represent But  does  that  reason'apply  in  this  case  1 
Unquestionably  -  not  These  declarations  were 
madeloog  anterior  to  the  election,  and  at  a  period, 
therefore,  when  there  could  be  no  possible  motive 
to  make  false  impressions  on  the  public  mind.  I 
cannot, Mr.  Chairman,  for*a  moment,  question  the 


It  is  seen  in  the  ilniformity  and  consistency  of  his 
declarations  j  for  they  were  always  the  same.    It 
is  seen,  in  his  tegular  and  repeated  visits  to  his 
native  State,  and  in  the  further  fact,  that,  after 
an  absence  6f  six  years  at  one  of  the  colleges  in 
New  Jersey,  in  the  capacity  of  a  tutor,  he  returned 
.  to  his  father's  house  in  Massachusetts,  and  was 
honored  with  a  seat  inth^  Legislature  of  bis  native 
State.    'But,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  all  pos- 
sible doubts  upon  this  subject,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  advert  to  one  or  two  other  additional 
circumstances.    An  extensive  and  valuable  library 
was  lefl  behind,    7b is  fhct  cad  only  be  rationally 
accounted  fbr,  upon  the  supposition  that  the  sitting 
member  never  contemplated  a  perihanent  settlo- 
thent  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  but  always  in- 
tended to  return.    If  he  did  not  so  intend,  is  it  not 
remarkable  that  his  books,  which  constituted  the 
greater  portion  of  his  visible  property,  were  not 
either  sold  or  brought  on  to  this  place?    The  one 
or  the  other  course,  in  relation  -to  his  library, 
would  most  x^rtainly  have  been  taken,  had  he 
intended  to  settle  permanently  in  this  city,  and  his 
not  adoptfng  either,  is  a  pretty  strong  and  conclu- 
sive fact,  to  show  that  such  was  not  his  intention. 
These  faCts^  Mr.  Chairman,  taken  in  connexion 
with  the  facts^  that  Mr!  Bailey  has  never  in  any 
manner  participated  in,the  privileges  and  burdens 
of  the  Corporation  of  Washington,  or  purchased  k 
foot  ofground  in  the  j;ity,  although  in  the  annual 
receipt  of ^1,600  for  his  services  in  the  Departnlent 
of  IState.  have  conducted  my  mind  irresistibly  to 
the  conclusion,  that  he  nerer  contemplated  a  per- 
manent settlement  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  therefore,  upon  the  .principle  which  I  have 
been  endeavoring  to  enforce,  is  clearly  entitled  to 
a  seat  in  this  House.    A  remark  or  two  more,  and 
I  will  close  my  views  on  this  subject.    The  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  in  their  report,  have  said 
that  the  Constitution  ^contemplates  an  identity  of 
interest  and  feeling  between  the  constituent  and 
representative.  -  Be  it  so.     The  position  is  un- 
dei^ably  tx ue^-but  is  itpossible  seriously  to  believe 
that  this  feature  in  the  Constitution  will  be  violated 
by  permitting  Mr.  Bailey  to  retain  his  seat,  when 
it  is  recollected  that  he  is  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts, that  be  was  born  and  raised  among  the 
peofte  he  now  represents,  that  consequently  he  is 
intimately  acquainted  with  their  character,  feel- 
iop^s,  And  interests,  and  that,  having  heen  honored 
with  the  most  ithportaut  and  responsible  office 
within  their  gift,. he  must  therefore  feel  the  very 
strongest  attachment  for  them  7    I  think  not,  sir. 
This  Cpature  will  remain  untouched,  should  Mr. 
Bailey  be  permitted  to  retain  his  seat  ^n  this  House, 
and  I>;annot  but  think  that  those  who  entertain 
the  opposite  opinion,  indulge  ideal  and  unfounded 
fears,    I  would  not  approach  the  Constitution  of 
my  country  irrerereatly.    I  would  not  invade  a 
single  provision  in  that  sacred  instriiment,  for  the 
purpose  of  attaining  any  object,  howerer  desira- 
Die;  bat, as  I  can  see  nothing  in  it  which  requires 
that  the  seat  of  tbe  sitting  member  should*  be  va- 
cated, as  I  would  not  lightly  interfere  with  the 


siacerity  of  the  sitting  member  in  all  that  he  has    free  and  unbiassed  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise, 
said  and  written  in  relation  to  his  residence  here,    and  as  I  have  great  confidence  in  the  virtue  ana 
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intelligeDce  of  the  people,  I  feel  myself  bound  by 
the  sternest  mandates  of  duty,  to  .vote  for  the  pro- 
position submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Louts- 
lana,  to  reverse,  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  RANDOLPB,*of  Virginia,  made  a  short  speech 
in  support  of  the  report,  and  against  the  right  of 
the  sitting  member.  '     ^ 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to' 
strike  out  the  word  "not,"  and  decided  in  the 
negatire — ayes  55,  noes  105. 

So  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  refused  to  re- 
verse the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Cominittee  qf 
Elections^  adverse  to  Mr.  Bailev's  claim  to  a  seat. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  moved  tnat  the  Committee 
rise,  and  report  their  concurrence  with  that  report. 

Mr.  Bailey  expressed  a  wish  to  address  the 
House,  and  was  desirous  that  the  gen tlemaif  from 
Virginia  would  withdraw  bis  motion,  and  suffer 
the  Committee  to  report  progress,  and  ask  leave 
to  sit  affaia. 

Mr.  BBENTopposed  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ranoolpb. 

Mr.  Cook  questioned  its  being  in  order. 

Mr.  Fuller  n^ved  to  report  progress  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Chair  pronounced  this  motion  out  of  order, 
as  it  was  not  yet  four  o'clock,  and  the  rule  pf  the 
House  forbade  such  a  motion  in  Committee  of  the' 
Whole,  before  that  hour,  unless -to  ask  leave  to  sit 
on  a  day  subsequent  to  the  next  succeeding  one. 

Mr.  McDoFFis  contended  that  the  rule  did  not 
apply,  and  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Some  confusion  ensued.  Several  members  were 
up  at  once.  The  appeal  wais^  withdrawn,  and, 
alter  much  altercation,  the' question  was  taken  oa 
reporting  and  asking  leavje,  and  decided  in  (he 
aeffalive — ayes  79,  noes  86. 

The  question  was  next  put  on  reporting  the 
resolutron  of  the  committee  without  amendment, 
and  carried. 

'*  The  hour  of  four  Having  by  this  time  arrived, 
Mr.  Fuller  renewed  his  motion  to  rise,.repon 
progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit ^ again,  wliich  was 
carried,. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly,  reported  the 
resolution,  and  asked  leave, to  sit  again;  and  the 
question  being  put  on  granting  leave,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative-*-ayes  84,  noes  80. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cdlpepes,  the 
House  adjourned. 

[The  grounds  on  which  this  question  resti,  will  b^ 
best  understood  by  conpsring  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  with  Mr.  Bailey '«  reply.  It  tnay 
be  neeesiary,  summarily,  to  state  that  Mr.  Bailey, 
when  elected  by  hta  coBatituents  at  Norfolk,  in  Masr 
aachusetta,  was,  and  for  several  years  had  been,  reaid* 
ing  at  Washington,  Derforming  the  duty  of  a  clerk  in 
the  Department  of  8ute,  and  had  married  in  thia 
city ;  but  had  taken  no  share  in  mamcipai  concema 
here,  and  c(nraUotly  declared  his  intention  to  retarn 
10  MasBachQsetts,  where  his  home  was  stated  to  be, 
and  where  he  possessed  a  valuable  library;  It  is  con- 
tended by  the  Committee  of  EHeetlons,  that  he  was 
not  an  **  inhabitant  "  of  Norfolk  in  the  aenae  of  the 
Constitution,  but  was  an  inhabitant  of  Washington  ; 
it  is  insisted  on  by  Mr.  B.  and  his  defenders,  that, 
though  actually  resident  at  Waahington,  this  resi- 
dence was  temporal^,  his  home  was  in  Norfolk,  a;id 


he  Was,  theiefore,  an  "  inhabitant "  of  the  latter 
place,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  and 
was  to  be  considered  on  the  same  footing  with  foreign 
Ministers}  who,  though  bodily  absent,  on  public  aer- 
Tice,  retain,  nevertheleaa,  their  homes  in  their  own 
Statea,  and  Are  eligible  to  Congress,  dec.] 

% 

.ThurbdIt,  March  18. 

Mr.  McCoT,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  C.  Montgom- 
ery'; Which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr*  Owen, offered  the  following  resoluCion:  - 

*<  Aesolved,  That'  the  Committee  on  Public  Landa 
Be  instructed  to  inquire  into  -  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing provision,  by  law,  to  aecuie  tt>  aU  peraona  who 
have  planted  on  public  lands,  the  privilege  of  gather- 
ing the  crops,  when  thcr  lands  shall  be  aold  by  the 
Government  while  auch  crop:i  are  standing." 

Mr.  Owen  supported  .the  resolution  in  a  few  re- 
ndarks,  which  were'supported  by  Mr.  Is^ckb,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Wbippls.  Mr.  Owen  rejoined — 
and  Mr.  Henry  advocated  the  resolution  at  con- 
siderable length. 

Mr.  Whittleisey  moved  ai\  amendment,  by 
adding,  after  "  publia  lands,"  the  words  "  relin- 
quished by  Grovernment«" 

"Mr.- Ran  KIN  explained  the  state  of  the  facts; 
on  wkich'Mr.  Whittlesey  withdrew  the  anaend- 
ment.  Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  then  supported 
the  original  motion^  and  Mr«  SANDfoao  took  the 
9ame  side,  ^sta ting  the  circumstances  of  the  early 
settlers.  Mr.  Whipple  replied.  Mr.  Mob  re,  of 
Alabama,  rejoinedl  Mr.  McCoy,  farther  opposed 
the  resolution.  Mr.  Sandford  explaiped.  And, 
the  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmatives-ayes  83,  noes  69. 

,  ^R.  BAILEY'S  CASE. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the.orders  bf  the  day, 
and  4ook  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, in  the  case  of  Jobn  Bailey. 

Mr.  Mallary,  of  Vermoat,  delivered  his  views 
of  the  subject,  in  opposition  to  the  report,  and  in 
favor  pf  the  right  of  Mr.  Bailey  to  his  seat. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  took  the  same  side, 
and  replied  to  the  speech  delivered  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Randolph. 

Mr.  CooK,  of  Illinois,  made  a  speech  in  favor 
of  the  same  view.  He  was  answered  by  Mr. 
8torrb,  who  opposed  the  right  of,  the  sitting  mem- 
ber, in  the  following  remarks  : 

Mr.  Storrb  said  that  the  vote  of  yesterday  in 
the  Committee  was  ,so  decisive,  that  he  had  not 
expected  that  the  debate — if  that  might  be  so 
called  which  had  hitherto  been  almost  exclusively 
confined  to  one  side  of  the  question — would  have 
been  renewed  to-day.  From  the  verv  limited 
share  which  the  majority  has  taken  in  the  discus- 
sion, gentlemen  may  have  been  encouraged  to  be- 
lieve that  their  views  of  the  case  have  besn  unan- 
sw.erable.  Their  perseverance  seems  to  call  for 
some  examination  from  this  side  of  the  House  of 
the  principles  on  which  it  has  been  so  confidently, 
and  continues  to  be  pertinaciously,  insisted  that 
the,  member  is  enutlea  to  his  seat.  He  was  much 
gratified,  as  a  Constitutional  question  was  to  be 
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settled,  that  the  vote  had  been  so  large  ib  appro- 
bation of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections.  ,  It  .has  been  T^ry  justly  consid- 
ered that  the  precedent  to-  be  established  was  of 
great  moment..  It  concerns,  said  Mc  S.,  the  poli- 
tical rights  of  every  citizen  who  has  volontarily 
placed  himself  in  jhe  'same  predicament  with  the 
gentleman  who  cmims  to  be  considered  *here  as  a 
representative 'of  the  State  of  Massal^hosetts ;  it 
affects  the  elective  right  of  the  people ;  but  it  most 
especially  concerns  the  political  pjjritv  i>f  this 
House.  It  la  the  first  occasion  which  nas  called 
on  the  House  le  settle  the  construction  of  that 
clause  in  the  Constitution  which  is  drawn  in 
question,  and  which  must  test  the  eligibility  of  a 
numerous  class  of  persons,  eminent  for  their  per- 
sonal respectability,  and  distinguished  by  their 
public  stations.  To  -those  who  come  after  xn^  the 
puBciple  of  our  decision  should  fie  kno^Vn.  The 
xuember  himself^  and  those  who  haVe  sent  him 
iiere^  have  a  moral  .right  to  the  reasons  on  which 
we  justify  a  decision  which  excludes  him  froth  this^ 
body,  and  the  nation  has  a  deep  interest  in  what-* 
ever  touches  or  may  affect  the  independence  and- 
purity  of  their  Legislature. 

Mr.  S.'said  that  he  if^as  strongly  Inclined  to 
think  that  the  seat  of  the.  gentleman  was  vapant 
on  one  ground  tkot  alluded  to  in  the  renort  of 
the  coounittee.     lie  was  elected  after  the  4th 
day  of  March  last — on  the  8th  day  of  S^eih- 
ber.    At  both  these  periods  he  held  his  office  in 
in.  the  Department  of  State,  and  continued  (b  hold 
it  until  a  few  days  before  tne  commencement  df 
this  session,  (the  21st  day  of  October,)  when  he 
resigned  it.    I  am  aware,  said  Mr,  S.,  that  when 
a  similar  case  arose  in  the  16th  Congress,*  it  was 
determined  that  under  such  circumstances  the 
seat  was  hot  vacant.    The  majority  in  that  case, 
however,  was  less  than  t)ie  number  of  those  voting 
who  stood  in  thfe  -saipe  predicatnent.    I  ^was  at 
that  time  unavoidably  absent  from  the  service  of 
the  House,  and  (he  questioi^  was  brought  up  dur* 
ing  my  absence ;  but  I  then  thoug[ht,  from  tne  ex- 
amination which  I  had  eiven  to  rt,  that  the  con- 
tinuance i^  office  to  so  late  a  perio4  was- at  least 
incompatible  ^ith  the  acceptance  of  the  seat  under 
an  election,  if  not  an  evasion,  and.  inconsistent 
with  the  spirit  of  the*  Constitution.    It  was  not 
his  intention  now  to  seek  to  disturb  thkt  decision, 
or  to  revive  its  discussion.    He  was  disposed  to 
acquiescence  in  it,  in  the  case  now  before  the 
House,  because  he  thought  that,  under  another 
clause  in  the '  Constitution,  the  gentleman  was 
clearly  disqualified  from  sitting  here  as  a  member 
from  the  State  of  Massacjiusetts.  *  There  is,  no 
essential  difference  of  (pinion  on  the  facts.    He 
resided  in  Massachusetts,  his  native  State,  until 
the  year  1817,  when  he  accepted  an  appointment 
under  the  Grovernment;  in  the  Department  of 
State;  removed  to  this  city,  where  he  subsequently 
married,  and  has  resided  with  hisiamily  to  the 
present  time.     Nor  does  it  appear  that  he  has  even 
oeen  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  during  the 


books,  which  have  been  denominated  a  library. 
Was  he,  then,  an  kihabUofU  of  that  State  vhsn 
elected?     The  Constitution  declares,  that   <<no 
'  person  shall  be  a  Representative  wno  shall  not 
^  have  been  seven  y^ars  SLcUisen  of  the  United 
. '  States,  and  who  shall  not,  when  elected,  be  an 
<  inhabitant  of  that  >State  in  which  he  shall  be 
*  chosen."     It  ha^  been  asked  of  u^  tp   point 
out  the  distinction  which  exists  between  a  clerk 
in  the  Department  and  the  heads  of  the  Depart- 
ments— as  if  it  had*  been  admitted  that  the  per- 
spns-at  the  he^d  of  these  Departments  Were  eligi- 
ble.   I  make  no  such  distinction,  or  admission.    If 
the  incumbents  of  these  offices  reside  h^re,  under 
like  circumstances  with  the  eentleman  from  the 
district  of  Norfolk,  theiceligiDility  to  this  House 
is  in  the  same  peril ;  and  they  must  submit  to  the 
same  Constitutional  drsqualificatioh. '  To  those 
who  have  expressed  alarms  that  we  might  violate 
'  the  right  of  (he  citizen,  it  is  enough  to  say,  that 
the  Constitutidn  itseff  has  in  this  rtepect  restricted 
them.    It  has  superadded  to  the  capacity  of  eligi* 
bUity  of  all  citizens,  the  further  qualincation  of 
inhabitancy  in  the  State<    Their  personal,  rights 
are'secured  in  all  the  States,  under  another  clatue 
in  (he  Constitution ;  but  their  political  rights  Me 
necessariljr  subordinate  to  further  qualifications. 
The  question  before  us  is,  What  constitutes  an 
inhabitancy  of  a  State,  in  the  political  sense  in- 
tended by  the  Constitution  ?    Or  has  not  the  gen- 
tleman "Whose  seat  is  questioned,  become  an  inhab- 
itant of  the  ^District  of  Columbia  ?    It  is  not  a 
safe  or  propd:  rule,  in  ascertaining  the  sense  of 
this  word  "  inhabitant,'^  to  resort  to  the  significa- 
tion of]  it  as  used  in- the  dif^^rent  States.'    it  may 
import  a  different  sense  in  every  State,  and  no 
uniform  rule  could  be  devised'  m  seeking  from 
these  sources  for  its  meaning.  It  is  used  in  a  great 
variety  of  interpretations :  often  fixed  by  statute 
and  by  local  usage.  In  reference  to  the  settlement 
of  the  poor,  or  the  right  of  voting,  in-  various 
States,  different  re^ulationsof  the  meaning  of  this 
word  prevail,  which  import  various  dissimilar 
qualifications.    In  many  df  4he  States  a  person 
may  be  an  inhabitant  in  one  sense  for  some  pur- 
poses but  not  for  others.    The  Constitution  refers 
to  none  of  these,<a6  a  definition,  and  to  attempt  to 
confine  it  .to  any  one  of  them  is  a  mere  gratuitous 
appropriation  of  some  particular  meaning  derived 
from  ouf  local  sense'  of  the  term.  Nor  is  this  plain 
word  shrouded  in  any  of  the  techni<;al  mystery,  in 
which  some  gentlemen  in  this  debate  have  endea- 
vored'to  en>relop  it.  We  havelieard,  on  yesterday 
and  to-day,  of  inhabiti^ncy  in  esse^  of  inhabitancy 
ia'pQSse^  and  inhabitancy  m  abeyance.    These  may 
be  very  learned  technicalities  in  legal  science,  but 
the  framers  of  thi^  Constitution  could  never  have 
dreamed  of  these  ingenious  mystifications  of  this 
word..  Believe . yoi(,  fllr^  if  the  Convention  had 
been  asked  its  meaning,  that  one  wouM  have  an- 
swered with .  the  gentleman  from  Jllinois,  (Mr. 
Cook,)  that  a  person  removing  id  another  Terri- 
tory or  State,  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a  public 
office  located  there,  had  left  behind  him  aA  mhab- 


past  year^  or  since  his  election,  or  resignation^  at 

all;  or  that  he  has  any  domestic  ^tablishmeat i  itsincy  w  esse?    Another,  that,  with  another  gen- 
there,  or  any  estate,  except  some  packages  of]  tleman,  he  considered  that  it  might,  under  any 
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circamstances,  designate  aa  inhabitstncy  in  abep^ 
once?  Or  that  it  was  to  be  assimilated  to  what 
has  been  called  in  tt)is>debate  the  cUmieil  of  goods? 

Let  OS  discard, '  sir,  these  subtle  refinements) 
which  only  lead  iis  from  perplexity  to  absurdity, 
and  construe  this  Constitution  as  we  should',  ac- 
cording to  the  plain  common  acc^tation  of  words. 
It  is  a  question  of  common  sense  merely.  The 
gentleman  has  resided  in ihis  city  more  than  seyen 
years;  his  family  are  here ;  his  dwelling  place  is 
here ;  it  is  his  home.  He  is  eligible  to  any  office 
under  the  corporation  of  the  place — a  subject  of 
taxation  in  the  District-Pliable  .to  jury  duties.  I 
repeat  the  question  which  I  put  to  the  Committee 
before.  It  has  no(  yet  been  answered.  If  this 
District  was  entitled  to  a  delegate  in  this  House, 
whose  qualification  should  be  that  he  was  an  in* 
habitant  of  the  District t»f  Columbia,  woiild  he' 
not  be  eligible  to  th^'  place  ?  Is  he  not  new  en* 
titled  to.  every  privilege  or  right  of  an  inhabitant 
of  this  District,  be  (hose  rights  what  they  ma^, 
c^vil  or  political  ?  These  questions  must  be  an- 
swered in  th^  affirmative ;  and,  unless  it  can  \fe 
shown,  that  he  has  ^  sort  of  double  caoacity,  whi<;h 
may  constitute  him  an  inhabitant  ot  two  ^istfnct 
places  at  6ne  time^  and  furnish  him  with  two  dif- 
ferent domicils,  he  must  be  considered  as  an  in* 
habitant  of  this  District.  What  the  nature  of  bis 
riahts  may  be  here,  or  their  extent,  is  a  question 
of  no  importance.  Be  they  greater  or  less,  he  is 
entitle^  to  them,  whatever  they  may  bei  It  is 
enough  for  us  that  he  has  become  a*b  inhabitant 
of  the  District,  and  has  lost  his  inhabitancy  in 
Massachusetts,  and  is  thereby  rendered  obnoxious 
to  that  clause  of  the  Constitution,  which  forbids 
his  eligibility  in  that  State. 

Against  these  plain  conclusions  of  common 
tense,  it  has  been  maintained,  that  he  is,  neverthe* 
l^ss,  to  be  considered,  for  the  purpose *of  eligibility, 
an  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts.  It  is  so  contei^ded, 
for  the  alleged  reason  that  the  removal  of  a  per* 
son  to  this  District  for  the  purpose  ef  executing 
a  nublic  office,  shall  not  Wbrk  a  dissolution  of  Jiis 
inhabitancy  in  the  State  from  whence  he 'comes; 
but  that  he  shall  still  be  deemed  to  retain  his  in- 
habitancy as  a  citizen  of  that  State.  This  r doc- 
trine can  only  b^  maintained  on  ffrouad  derived 
either  from  the  pecbliar  political  relative  situation 
of  the  District,  or  the  nature  of  a  public  office  or 
employment.  What  peculiarity,  sir,  exists  in  rela* 
tion  to  this  territory  of  ten  miles  square,  not  com* 
mon  to  all  other  territories  of  the  United  States? 
We  havfi  the  <<  power  of  exercising  exclusive  le- 
gislation in  all  oases"  over  it-<-^  phrase  which  d&* 
notes  unlrtaiited  sovereignty.  We  are  sover^igti 
here  precisely^  in  the  same  sense,  and  to  the  same 
extent,  as  over  all  national  territory.  The  same 
jurisdiction,  for  the  same  purposes,  to  an  unlimited 
dej^ree,  we  enjoy  pver  them  all.  Inhabitancy  in 
this  District  is  precisely  of  the  nature  of  jahabi* 
tancy  in  any  other  territory  of  the  United  States. 
Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  maintain  that  all  tl^ 
emigrants  to  the  Arkansas,  Michigan,  or  Florida 
Territories  retain  their  inhabitancy,  tmder  any 
technical  notion,  ib  the  .respective  States  from 
which  they  went  ?  or  if  a  different  rule  is.  to  be 


applied  to  th^ir  case,  I  hope  gentlemen  will  point 
out  in  what  particular  such  a  dflference  exists 
fVom  this  Distdct,  and  on  what  principles  it  is 
founded.  Is  it  possible  thAt  inhabitancy  may  be 
acquired  in  these  Territories  by  removal  to,  and 
settlement  in  them,  and  nolt  in  this  District  ?  It 
is  a  distinction  altogether  untenable. 

Is  there  any  thing,  then,  in  the  nature  of  the 
public  employment,  or  the  locality  of  the  dnties 
of  the  office,  which  can  justly  create  a  distinction  ? 
Had  the  eeqtleman  been  appointed  collector  of 
the  port  of  rf  orfblk)  to  which.place  he  had  removed, 
where  he  had  married,  and  resided  seven  years, 
he  would  clearly  be  eligible  to  this  House,  as  an 
inhabitant  of  Virginia.  His  appointment  as  a 
judge  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  orPlorida,  and 
removal  to- the  seat  of  his  duties  ib'  such  territory. 
Would  equally  constitute  hin>an  inhabitant  of  the 
territory,  and  he' would 'doubtless  acquire  the  ca- 
pacity ot  being  elifftble  talhis  House  as  a  delegate* 

If  the  Tule  which  gentlemen  contend  for  appliea 
to  a  removal  to  ^  Territory  by  -reason  of  some 
saving  power  of  original  'State  inhlibitancy  de« 
rived  from  the  nature  cf  the  employment,  the 
same  reason. would  preserve  the  inhabitancy  on  a 
removal  to'other  State^,'  and  all  ••puhlic  function- 
aries wduld  thus  retain  or  acquire  the  right  of 
eligibility  either  in  the  States  froth  whi6h  they 
removed,  or  which  they  had  adopted,  ,or  both. 
By  such  an  interpretation  of  the  Constitutiop,  all 
the  fegist^ns  and  receivers  of  your  Western  land 
offices,  the  governors  and  judgf^  of  the  Territories 
from '  Lake  Erie  to  Florida,  and  your  Indian 
Agents,  are  to  be  deemed  inhabitants  of  their 
original  States  and  eligible  as  such  to  this  House. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  hoped  eentlemen  would  also  define 
the  extent  of  this  privileffe  of  their  original  inhab- 
itancy. Were  they  to  be  considered  as  inhabit- 
ants of  the  States  from  Vfhich  they  emigrated  fof 
any  other  purposes,  and  for  what  purposes^  Would 
they  be  recognised-  in  such  States  as  inhabitants 
fbrany  local  purposes  ?  or  must  Qot  the  argument 
result  in  the  absurd  conclusion  that  eligibility  to> 
this  House  is  the  only  capacity  which  they  retain 
during  all  their  migrations  ?  If  any  such  anoma- 
lous and  incongruous '  doctrine  can  be  supported, 
let  mt,  said  l^r.  S.,  put  a  case  which  has  actually 
occurred  and  now  exists^  The  present  Treasurer 
of  tl)e  United  Statea  removed  from  South  Caro- 
lina to  Philadelphia  on  the  organization  of  the 
Qovernment — ^he  continued  to  reside  at  Phila^ 
delphia  .until  the  removal  of  the'  S6at  of  Govern- 
ment to  this  city  in  1801. .  Had  he  been  dected 
before  1801 'as  a  representative  in  Qongress  from 
the  city  or  county  of  Philadelphia,  would  it  be 
seriously  urged  that  be  was  not  an  inhabitant  of 
that  place,  and  for  that  reason  ineligible?  He 
has  since  removed  to  this  city;  and  I  ask  whether, 
by  this  new  doctrine,  he  is  still  to  be  considered 
as  an  inhabitant  of  Philadelphia^  or  has  he  been 
remkted  back  to  bis  first  inhabitancy  in  South 
Carolina,  because  tbis  District  is  territory  and  not 
within  any  of  the  States — or  for  any  other  reason  7 
It  has  been  asked^,  in  general  terms,  if  we  are  pre- 
pared to  ^disfranchise  all  who  hold  public  ofiaces 
in  the  District  ?    No,  sir,  I  am  not  prepared  tt^ 
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outlaw  them,  if  this  isn^hat  is  meant  by  the  ques- 
tion. Bot,  when  tfentlem^n  use  these  extreme 
exprssions,  it  is.  well  to  examine  how  far  the  po« 
litical  right  of  all  has  been  abridged  in  this  re- 
spect by  the  Constitution.  An  inhabitant  of  one 
State  is  deprived  of  the  riffht  of  being  elected  in 
all  the  other  Stat^.  Is  there  any  reason  in  the 
imagination  of  any  part  of  thd  House,  why  this 
District,  or  those  who  are  inhabitants  here,  snould 
be  more  highly  favored,  and  gifted  with  more  un- 
limited privileges,  than  the  inhabitants  of  the 
States)  Where,  then,  is  the  disfranchisement 
which  has  beeii  so  often  complained  of  and  re- 
sounded in  thi»  debate,'  and  in  Whi^t  does  it  Qon^ 
sist"?  The  inhabitants  of  thi^  District  are,  in  this 
respect,  on  a  perfect  equality  with  ail  others.  If 
they  have  not  theri^bt  of  sitting  in  this  House  as 
members,  the  fault,  if  any  where,  is'  in  the  Con- 
stitution, which  has  d^ied  the  District  a  repre- 
sentation, becatise  it  is  a  union  of  ^he  States  and 
not  of  Territories. 

Bat  this  view  of  the  case  has  been  q^pposed  to 
be  answered  by  the  consideration  that,  on  a  re- 
moval from  one  State  to  another  State,  the  per- 
son succeedsi  in  his  new  inhabitancy,  to  the  same 
right  of  eligil^lity  to  Cotlgress  which  he  relin- 
qoished  in  the  State  from  which  he  removed. 
The  argument  is  founded  in  the  notion  that  a 
person  shall  not  be  deemed  to  have  renounced  his 
original  inhabitancy,  because,  by  removing  into 
this  DfstriiKt,  he  succeeds  to  no  (;ontinued  eRgibil- 


man  in  this  city,  he  must  not  be  deemed  to  have 
been  so  establisued  here  as  to  create  an  inhabit- 
ancy in  this  District?  ,  Had  his  residence  here 
been  transient,  and  not  uniform;  had  he  left  a 
dwelling-house  in  Massachusetts,  in  which  his 
family  resided  for  any  part  of  the  year ;  had  he 
left  tnere  any  insignia  of  a  hoine — fin'nkure,  or 
any. property'which  usually  accoihpanies  a  house^ 
hold  esta'blishment — all,  or  any  of  these,  would  be 
deeded  iordicatipos  t^at  his  domicil  m  Massa- 
chusetts was  not  abandoned.  Instead  of  any  in- 
dications of  this  nature,  we  find  him  here  for 
years,  discharging  the  duties  of  an  office' perma- 
nent in  their  nature: — ^tablishing  dom'esftic  con- 
nexions ii^  this  city,- and  residing  herewith  all 
the  characteristics  of'  a  petaanenr  inhabitant. 
Common  seiise  seems  to  teach  Us  that  he  is  so-^ 
that  he  has  emigrated  from  Massac hbsetts  in 
search  of  better  fortunes,  Vhich,  perhaps,  )ie  has 
acquired.  In  forming  my  ppinion,  sir,  I  disregard 
the  declarations  which  have  been  occasionally  ex- 
pressed by  him.  that  he  considered  Massac iiusetts 
as  his  home — that  this  city  was  a  temporary  resi- 
dence. Every  man  doubtless  intends  to  cnapge 
his  domicil  if  h?n  better  prospects  elsewhere  are 
presented.  It  is  probable  he  came  here  for  the 
enjoyment 'of  the  public  office  which  he  has  held, 
and  that,  whenever  it  became  convenient  or  ne- 
cessary ^o  leave  it,  he  intended  to  return  to  Massa- 
chusetts,-unless  he  could  more 'beneficially  estab- 
lish himself  elsewhere.    All  these  vaerue  and  con- 


ity^  and  shall  retain,  for  that  reason,  this  right,  as-j  tingent  intentions  are  entertained  by  every  man. 
if  It  had  never  been '  divested.    If,  however,  his  I    .Much  has  betfn  said  of  the  ^  animo  of  the  set- 
poUdcal  rights  viiry,  on  his  removal  to  a  different '  tlement  of  th^  gentleman  at  this  place,  and  that 


State,  and'  become  enlarged  or  abridged,  accord- 
ing to  the  positive  institutions  of  the  StsLtes  to 
which,  .respectively^  he  may  remove,  there  cdn  be 
no  force  in  this  objection,  or  any  reason  Why  he 
should  always  carry  with  him  the  totality  of 
ri^hti  which  Jie  may  have  previously  enjoyed. 
His  political  tights  change  m  all  the  States  to 
whith  he  may  remove.    He  may,  in '  some,  be- 
come an  inhabitant  on  a  residence  of  a  week— in 
apother  of  a  year.    In  one,  he  may  not,  until  after 
a  certain  period,  be  eligible  even  to  the  State  Le- 
gislature—iji  another,  he  ipay  not  be  eligible  to  a 
particular  tx-anch  of  ^the  Legislature  without  the 
quality  of  a  freeholder — or  to  a  fixed  amount:   He 
may  not  be  eligible  at  all  if  belonging  to  some 
particular  profession. .  All  these  rights  may  change 
in  a  day,* on  his  removal  to  another  State.    Nor 
is  there  any  uniformity  even  in  his  personal  rights, 
in  ail  the  States.    His  rights  are  enlarg;ed  or 
abridged)  aceordingly  as  he  ^halF,-  or  shall  not, 
voluntarily  change  his  domicil.    They  are  neces- 
sarily subordinate  to  the  sovereignty  within  which 
he  may  choose  to  reside.    Uy  by  removing  to  this 
District,  he  loses  his  inhabitanoy  in  his  original 
State,  it  is  his  iVee  act,  and  he  inust  submit  to  the 
disability  in  return  for  the  advai^tages,  if  any, 
which.he  may  have  supposed  himseli  to  acquire 
by  changing  his  previous'Vesidence.    The  whole 
question,  tberefok'e,  results  in  the  inquiry,  whether 
the  facts,  in  the  case,  do  not  show  a  change  of 
domicil — ^whether,  under  all  the  cireomstances  ex- 
isting in  relation  to  the  residence  oi  the  gentle- 


we  are  to  inquire  whether  he.  has  continued  to 
cherish,  in  fact,  jdurin&f' his  residence,  the  animus 
revertendi:  It  would  be  a  strange  perversion  of 
the  rule  tcrwhi^h  gentlemen  allude,an  this  respect, 
to  accept  the  declarations  of  a  party,  or  even  his 
actual  intention,  in  the  face' of  ^e  facts.  The 
qu0  animo  is  an  inference,  or  conclusion  of  law, 
founded  on  fact.  The  law  determines  from  the 
facts,^  whether  the  domicil,  or  inhabitancy,  has 
been  acquired  or  not.  If  the  facts  are  ilekr,  and 
all  the  legal  characterhtics  of  domiciliation  exist, 
the  party  is  not  at  liberty  to  assume  or  dispense 
with  his  legal  character  at  his  own  pleasure.  If 
the  facts  w^re  doubtful  or  ambiguous,  perhaps  the 
declarations  might  be  calletl  in  aid,  or  the'actual 
intentions  sought  for,  to  determine  what  would 
otherwise  be  Univalent.  But,  in  this  case,  the 
acts  are  of  that  clear  and  decisive  import  that  it 
would  be  daB|;erou;  to  resort  to  extraneous  cir- 
cumstances, f  can  well  imagine  cases  of  resi- 
dence in  this  city,  bjr  public'  officers,  under  cir- 
cumstances which  might  repel  the  legal  conclu- 
sion of  inhabitancy.  Perhaps  ^ch  may  now 
exist.  Every  case  must  be  judged  of,  however, 
by  its  own  circumstances. 

The  circumsiancfes  of  the  case  now  before  us 
call  upon  us  to  maintain  with  vigilance  some  of 
the  most  importantprinciplesof  the  Constitution — 
principles  which  were  established  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  purity  and  independence  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  We  are  not  only  asked  to 
allow  a  ^at  here  to  one  whose  inhabitancy  is  not 
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bona  fide  among  bis  constituents,  but  ot^e  who 
comes  from  .the  Executive  Departments.  If  this 
District  is  to  furnish  members,  for  this  House,  it 
is  the  more  dan^g^rous  if  they, are  to  be  educated 
under  the  immediate  eye  of  their  political  patrons. 
The  framers  of  the  Constitution  intended  that  a 
Representative  her^should  comefrom  the  bosom  of 
his  constituents  I  tnat  he  should  live  amon?  them ; 
be  conversant  with  their /eelinffs,  their  wishes,  and 
their  want«;  that  he  should  know  their  politioail 
principles,  and  be  idefitified  with  the  people  whom 
Be  re[51resents.  They  entertained  no  notions  of 
that  technical  inhabit^ancy  which  has  been  set  up 
here  to  fritter  away  Ihe  most  salutary  purposes  of 
the  Constitution.  The  example  of  England  was 
before  them,  where^  under  the  form,  though  in 
mockery,  of  representative  government,  the  Par-' 
liament  was  filled  with  placemen  and  pensioners. 
They  never  intended,  to  turn  the*  States  of  this 
Union  into  rotten  boroughs,  or  to  make  tt^is  Dis- 
trict the  great  and  common  rotteii  b«r6ugn  of  ail 
the  States.  There  is  something  so  pregnant  with, 
mischief  to  the  character  of  this' House,  in  thi3 
doctrines  whicli  have  been  advanced,  mnd  so 
threatening  to  its  purity,  that  I  feel  as'if,  in  giving 
up  or  relaxihg  the  constrobtion  of  this  part  of  the 
Constitution,  we  give  up  the'  Constitution  itself, 
or  render  it  an-  idle  mockery.  If  there  is  any 
thing  to  b^  feared  in  this  Government,  it  is  the 
corrupting  influence  of  patronage.  The  Consti- 
tution considers  all  placemen  of  the  Government 
fis  unfit  to  represent  the  people  in  the  Legi^ative 
Department    I  speak,  sir,  with  no  allusion  to  the 

gentleman  whose  seat  is  now  questioped ;  but,  all 
istory  and  experience,  our  observation  of  human 
nature,  and  our  knowledge  of  the  motives  and 
springs  of  human  action,  warn  us  to  look  with 
jealousy  to  any  interpretation  of  this  part  of  the 
Constitution  which* shall  approximate  to  a  relaxa- 
tion of  its  spirit  and  intention.  If  we  sanction 
the  principle  ths^t  the  incDmbents  of  office  here 
are  to  be  universally  eligible  in  the  States,  I  beg 
gentUmen  to  reflect  what  an  enonpous  and  irre- 
sistible weight  of  influ(^ce  may  be  brought'  to 
bear  upon  the  State  elections,  to  promote  the  views 
of  Government  and  fill  this  House- with  the  crea- 
tures of  Executive  pow^r.  The  patronage  of 
Government  in  the  States  will  be  devoted  to  thfs 
end.  -The  connexions  of  men.  in  office  here  are 
powerful  and  numerous  elsewhere.  The  officers 
of  your  Government,  scattered  throughout  the 
Union,  are  multiplying  every  day.  Dependent  oa 
Governmental  favor,  xhey  naturally  rally  round 
the  power  which  feeds  them,  and  will  be  found 
subserv.ient  to  its  will.  This  vast  machinery, 
when  once  organized  and  put  in  motion,  will  ex- 
ercise a  powerful  control  in  the  States,  and  the  elec- 
tions will  feel  the  worst  of  ail  influence  iti  a  free 
Government.  Candidates  for  this  House,  fur- 
nished from  the  Departments  here,  will  be  sup- 
ported by  your  marshals,  judges,  and  hosts  of  cds* 
tom-hotise  and'  other  Executive  officers  of  the 
States. 

The  Treasury  of  the  nation  will  sustain,  through 
the  dispensations  of  Executive  bounty,  this  perni- 
cious system.    We  have  no  reason  to  believe  that, 


in  all  our  future  history,  Administrations  may  not 
be  foupd,  which'  mjght  avail  themselves  of  such 
means  to  sustain  their  influence,  in '  this  House. 
The^only  barrier  to  Executive  power  is  here — ^its 
only,  efiectual  re^raint  is  in  preserving  the  identi- 
fication of  this  House  with  the  peotile,  and  closing 
every  avenue  to.  the  approach  of  Eiecutive  influ- 
ence in  our  deliberations.  .Sanction  the  doctrine 
that  the  officers  of  the  Departments  are  eligible, 
and  we  may  find  h^re,^at  some  future  day,  a  semi- 
official cabinet — a  bench  of  ministers — ^men  who 
have  merely  laid  aside  theforms  of  office,  but  whose 
political  feelings  'and  partialities  and  obligations 
centre  in  the 4  Executive  will-:  a  packed  Parlia- 
ment— ^men  who  are' taught  to  look  anywhere,  but 
where  they  should,  bok  for  support,  to  the  appro- 
bation of  their  constituents.  Why  has  the  Con- 
stitution prohibited  any  officer  of  the  Government 
ftam  holding'  a  seat  in  Congress?  It  is,  sir,  be- 
cause they  ar^  presumed  to  be  politically  unfit  for 
leo^islation — because  the  intiuence  of  patronage  is 
olten  too  strong  to  be  resisted — 'because  their  in- 
terests and  partialities  are  not  in  unison  with  the 
mass  of -the  nation;  ancf  because  all  experience 
has  proved  that  they  are  the  most  pliant  instru- 
ments of  the  power  which  supports  them  in  office, 
and  dispenses  th^  public  empluments.  On  princi- 
ples adapted  to  discountenance  the  same  political 
evil,  and  to  preserve  a  strict  congeniality  of  feeling 
between  the  representative  and  the  nation,  the 
Constitution  has  required  his  inhabitaqcy  among 
his- constituents.  If  tjiose  who  serve  the  public 
here,  in  the  more 'elevated  offices  of  the  depart- 
ments, or  t^e  subordinate^ pUces  of  the  Govern- 
ment, are  not  contented  to  enjoy  the  public  bounty 
and  public  honor  of  their  stations ;  if  they  aspire 
to  seats  in  the  Legislature, '  the  path  is  dpea  and 
plain..  Let  them  return  to  the  States  and  resume 
their  original  inhabitancy— plet  them  submit  to  at 
lea^t  some  purification  in  an  atmosphere  untainted 
by  the  influences  of  power.  When  returned  to 
this  House,  let  them  enter  our  doors  representa- 
tives in  heart,  as  well  as  in  form  of  a  people  whose 
confidence  has  not  been  beguiled  into  their  sun- 
port,  and  who  feel  that,  between  theqi  and  their 
representative,  there  is  some  sympathv,  some  bond 
of  intimate  union  which  connects  tneir  interests 
with' his  oWQ*  I  hope,  sir,  that  we  shall  establish 
i\t  this  time,  so  far  as  our  precedent  can  do  so,  an 
exposition  of  this  part  of  the  Constitution  which 
shall  not  be  misunderstood  elsewhere;  which  shall 
maintain  a  close  alliance  between  the  nation  and 
this  House,  and  shelter  it  from-  those  evils  which 
otherwise  may  threaten  its  purity  and  independ- 
ence, and  which  shall  preserve  it  uncontaminated 
by  that  influenee  which,  whenever  successfully 
brought  to  control  its  measures,  or  mingle  in  its 
deli  ^rations,  will  render  the  whole  system  a  mere 
mockery  of  free  Government. 

Mr.  L1VERM6RE  rejoined  to  Mr.  Storbs. 

Mr.  CamI>bell,  of  Ohio,  said,  most  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  had  preceded  him  in  this  discussion 
cotisidered  the  question  one  of  great  moment. 
With  them  he  was  disposed  to  concur  in  opinion, 
and  wpuld  say,  as  it  involved  the  construction  of 
an  important  clause  of  the  Constitution,  it  deserved 


1841 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1642 


March,  1824. 


MasiochuMt^  Contuted  EUdicn. 


H.  orR. 


a  fall  and  patienf  inv^ugation.  If  any  question, 
said  be,  agitated  during  the  present  session,  had, 
more  than  anottier,  excited  in  his  bosom  an  anx- 
iety to  arrive  at  a  correct  conclusion,  it  was  the 
one  now  und^r  consideration. 

Mr.  C.  said  ^e  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
(Mr.  Foot)  has  assumed  a  position  whiGli,>he 
thought,  was  altogether  untenable.  He  hlt^  gone  so 
far,  if  he  was  correctly- understood,  as  to  intimate 
that  the  constituents  of  .th^  gentleman,  Hhe  right 
to  whose  seat  is  now  disputed,  are<  much  mQ^ 
competent  to  decide  on  bis  qualifications 'than 
we  arc.^ 

[Mr.  Foot  explained,  &nd  said  he  did  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  denying  (his  House  jorisdio^ 

tionO  ^      •  ' 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  supposed  the  gentleman  had 
used  language  which,  upon  reflection,  he  would 
be  inclined  to  qualify..  The  gentiemap  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Fuller,)  who  addressed  the 
Commiuee  yesterday,  advanced  a  sitnilar  opinion. 
He  has  informed  \^  the  electors  of  the  Norfolk 
district  bad  long  been  acquainted  with  the  sitting 
member.  .  He  had  been  bora  and  educated  among 
them.  As  his  xesidence  here  had  not  suspended 
his  intercourse  wit|^  theoi,  they  Jcnew*  his  senti- 
ments. Tbey  believed  hi.m  eligible,  and  gave  him 
their  votes ;  tha^  therefore,  this  House  ought  to 
acquiesce  in  .their  decision. 

[Mr.  Foon  explained,  by  saying  tbe  judgment 
of  his  (Mr.  Bailey'^)  constituents  was  entitled  to 
much  consideration.] 
Mr.  C.  said  he  thoughtf  so^  too ;  but  he  tironld 

frotest  against  the  obligation  of  such  a  judgment, 
t  could  not  beliinding  on  us.  It  might  awaken 
our  Tigilance,  and  ipduce  us  to  approach  a  deci- 
sion with  increased,  care.  The  recognition  of  a 
different  doctrine  would  leave  but  litUe  to  the  per- 
formance of  this  body,  under  that  clause  of  the 
Constitution  which  gives  it  authority'  to  jud^  of 
the  qualifications  and  returns  of  its  members.*  Foe 


is  very  creditable  to  the  sitting  member.  It  proveh 
he  was  popular  where  he  J^d  been  long  known. 
His  great  popularity,  and  the  san^eness  of  politics 
in  his  town,'  may  haveieft  him  withqut  a  rival — 
withoii^t  an  enemy  to  contest  his  title  to  a  seat. 
Mr.  C.  said'  (he  constitution  of  Ohio  required, 
among  other^thing9,«that  a  pers6n,^to  be  eligible  to 
a  seat  in  the  House  oi^  RepresentatiTes^  must  re* 
sid^  at  least  one  year  next  preeeding  his  el^ctipn, 
in  the  c<>QUtr  which  be  may  wish  to  represent. 
This  clause,  ne  doubted  not,- would  render  ineli- 
gible every  person,  who  might  leare  the  State, 
and  go  into  another  to  obtain  a  livelihood  by 
teaching  an  academy,  as  the  member  from  Nor- 
folk is  reported,  to  have  done.  Indeed,  hc'-thought, 
in  Ohio^  this  interpretation  wbuld  not  be  disputed 
Ibr  a  moment 

Qeotlemen,  in  their  liberal  ipterpretation  of  the 
vroT^inhabUanty  say,  those  who  sttpftort  the  prin- 
ciples.of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections 
appear  to  consider  every  person  ineligible  who  is 
not  actually  a  resident  of  the  State  at  tbe  time  of 
his  election ;  that  this  doctrine  would  preclude  tbe 
idea  of  the  eligibility  of  ev^ry  6ne  who  might  be 
absetitbp  bu8iness,''whether  public  or  private,  on 
the  day  t>C  election.  This,  Mr.  C.  said,  >vas  gra- 
tuitous assumption  on  the  part  of  the  *gen,tlemen. 
It  was  an  abridgment  of  right.  It  was  air  iniTer- 
epce  which,  he  felt  sure,  could  not  be  drawn  from 
any  argument  he  had  heard.  The  rule  which 
would  produce  thi^  effect  could  not  be  a  corlrect  or 
useful  one.  'What !  disfraqehise  a  citizen  who 
might  be  sent  on  a  foreign  minion  J  Sorely  this 
could  never  have  been  intended.  Tbe  character 
of  a  Minister  is  this:  He  is  the  repr^entat^ve  of 
his  country,  in  its  sovereign  or  pational  capMcity, 
in.  the  one  to  which  he  mav  be  deputed,  without 
the  forfeiture  of  a  single  rig^t^  although  he  ceases, 
for  a  time,  to  be  an  tnhabitarU,  This  is  inferred 
from  ihe  n^essitv  of  .the  .case.  .  He'  would  be  a 
traitor  to  his  Government  if  he  attempted  to  be- 


what  purpose  is  Uiis  House  reqgiredip  pronounce,  come  a  citizen  or  subject -of  tbe  Power  to  which 


sentence- in  any  case  of  contested  electioiL  but  par- 
ticularly in  one  involving  qualificfition,  ir  the  con- 
stituents of  the  returned  member  be  the  most 
competent  judges  1  We  constitute  the  legitimate 
tribunal ;  and  he,  said  Mr.  C,  was,,  for  one,  pre^ 
pared  to  perform  his  duty.  v 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Ful- 
lsr)  informs  jis  the  luember  from  the  Norfolk 
district  had,  after  an  absence  of  four  years  from 


chusetts  Legislature;  that . gentlemen,  highlv  re- 
spectable for  talents,  when  donsuUed,  declarea  him 
digible^  although  the  constitution  ot  that  State 
required  a  year's  residence.  These  facts  are  ursed 
with  great  force  in  favor  of  the  member's  eligibil- 
ity to  Congress.  Upon  examination,  it  will  be 
found  nothing  conclusive  can  be  deduced  from 
them.  Mr.  C.  asked,  whether  bis  election  had 
been  contested  ?  Ha  presumed'  not.  If  it  had 
been,  we  should  certainly  have  heard  of  it,  as  it 


he  is  sent.  '  In  the  nature  of  things,  by  his  actual 
change  of  residence  he  acquire&.no  political  rights. 
In  the  enjoyment  of  those  which  are  essential  to 
him  in  his  representative  character,  he  is  protected 
by, the  law  oi  nations.  This  i»  all  he  needs — this 
is  all  i^is  proper  he  should  enjoy.  An  assump- 
tion of  the  civil  and  political  condition  of  the 
country  to  which  he  might  be  sent,  were  such  a 
thing  practicable,  would  terminate  his  ministerial 


the  State,  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Massa-,  functions.    As,  then,  he  acquires  none  of  those 


would  have  added 'much  to  tbe  weight  of  the  ar-   and  locating  himself  here,  has  lost  nothing.    His 


goment.  Hence,  it  is  impossible  to  say  what  the 
result  would  have  been  had  his  ri^ht  to  a  seat  been 
qaestionedi  as  it  now  is.    This  disclosure  of  facts 


fights  in  the  country  of  which  he  is  an  actual  in- 
habitant, of  which*  his  reixioval,  for  a  time,  has 
interdicted  him  the  exercise,  it  would  be  follv  in 
the  extreme  to  say,  on  his  return,  he  should  be 
classed  with  aliens.  Yet  gentlemen  liken  the  case 
of  the  sitting  member  to  that  of  a  Minister  to  a 
foreign  Court.  Mr.-  C^  said  the  similarity,  if  any 
existed,  had,  so  far,  eluded  His  observation.  In- 
deed, it  was  plain  to  him  there  was  uon^. .  The 
member  from  Norfolk,  by  leaving  his  native  State, 


immunities  are  nqt  affected  by  the  migration. 
What  he  loses  there  he  acquires  here.  If  heceases 
tct  be.  eligible  to  ofiice  in  Massachusetts,  he  is 
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eompensated  Ity  the  acqnintioo  of  correspondent 
privileges  in  tbi9  District.  At  all  events,  no  one 
can  say,  with  ajiy  expectation  of  being  credited, 
that  he  would  not  have  been  eligib^  had  jie 
crossed  the  rtver  into  Virj^inia,  and  resided  thete 
six  yehrs,  as  he  has  done  in  this  city.  ^ 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  (Mjr.  Cook)  has 
favored  the  House  with  an  ingenious  argument, 
but  which,  when  tested^  will  be  found  iaconclustve 
and  unsatisfactory.  He  says  we  have  two  forms 
of  Grovernment,  meaning  th^  State  and  Federal 
— that  to  cari;y  on  tlue  operation  of  the  latter,  the 
citizens  of  one  State  are  sometimes  sent  into  ano-^ 
ther,  t»r  into  a  Territory,  in  the  character  of  offi" 
cers;  and  that  to  say  they  lost  th6  ri^ts  of  in* 
habitants' of  the  &tfttes  which  they  might  leave, 
would  be  violence  tp  State  rights,  as  each  Stiite 
had  an  interest  in  |he  service  of  its  citizens.  Mr. 
C',  said  this*  had  frequently,  been  the  case,  and  the 
officers  continued  in  the  State  or  Territorv,  and 
enjoyed  all,  the  privileges  of  citizens;  as  in  the 
case  already  mentioned,  what  was  lost  at  one 
place  was  fully  made  up  at  anotheri  Correlative 
rights  nress  upon  the  emigrant)  and  he  mav  enjoy 
them  it  he  chooses.  To  ma1ce  the  case  still  more 
intelltgible,  Mr.  C*  said,  he  would  suppose  an  in- 
habitant of  the  State  of  Illinois  ^ere  appointed 
a  register  of  a  land  office  in*  Ohio,  and  were  to 
move  ifith  his  family  there.  What  would  be  his 
rdiatibn  -in  regard  to  the  two  States?  Certainly 
his  connexion  with  the  first  Is  severed,  and  a'new 
one  formed  with  the.  latter.  Certainly  he  ceases 
to  be  an  inhabitant  of  lUinois,  and  becomes  a 
citizen  of  Ohio.  To  affirm  the  State  he  left  is 
still  entitled'  to  his  allegiance  and  service,  would 
give  a  negative  to  the  right  of  locomotion— a  right 
which  we  see  exercised,  every  day  without  CQpi- 
plaint,  or  any  supposed  prejudice  to  the  right  of 
the  States. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Liv- 
EMI  ore)  contends,  if  the  word  inhabUant  1>e  prop- 
erty* denned  by  the  Committee  of  Elections,  no 
person  can  be  eligible  to  Congress  who  is  not  ac- 
tuall/yin'the  Stata.on  the  day  of  election.  •  Tliis, 
Mr.  C.  thought,  was  putting  an  extreme  cate. 
Such  an  idea  he,  supposed '  no  member  whatever 
entertained.  He  was  certain  even  the  term  *Uo* 
cality  of  ^existence,"  which  had  been  examined 
with  so  much  attention,  was  not  intended  to  Con- 
vey this  sentiment,  it  conld  not  be  said  we  were 
not  inhabitants,  in  the  Constitutional  meaning  of 
the  term,  of  the  States  Inre  respectively  represent, 
although  in.  the  District  of  Columbia.  To  de- 
clare we  would  be  ineligible, should  an  extra  ses- 
sion require  our  attendance  here  at  the  period  of 
an  election^  vould  be  an  absurdity,  without  com- 
parison. A  case  may  be  put  to  operate  equally 
strong  against  the  gentleman.  The^public  archi- 
tect came  to  this  city  six  or  seven  years  ago  from 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  with  his  family.  He 
Owns  real  estate,  has  built  himself  n  house,  and  is 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  citizen  of  this 
J>istrict.  Is  he  an  inhalntaTU  of  Massachusetts "( 
The  answer  is  easy.  Or.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  would 
put  a  stronger  case.  He  knew  a  clerk  who  emi- 
grated to  this  place  more  than  twenty  years  ago^ 


from  Maryland,  had  reared  ^  lamily,  and  was  the 
owner  of  houses  and '  lots,  and  appeared  located 
for  life.  \Vould  the  gentleman  say  he  was  eligi- 
ble in  the  Slate  from  which  he  came?  Surdy 
not ;  or  else  it  must  be  admitted  a  man  can,  at  the 
same  instant,  enjoy  The  same  privile^s  in  two  or 
more  separate- and  distinct  jurisdictions.  Cases 
may  be  supposed,  which  prpve'  nothing  but  their 
owA  folly.' Mr.  C.  said  hi^x>pinion  vras,  we  ought 
to  give  the  word  inhabitant  a  rational  meaning — 
i^  piight  to  be  construed  to  a  common  and  judi- 
cious intent-^not  so  as  to  impair  rights,  yet  so  as 
tp  guard  against  the  evils  designed  to  be  prevent- 
ed, which  nave  Wen  ably  exposed  in  the  report, 
and  by  -  th6  gentleman  ijom  New  York,  (Mr* 
Storrs,)  and  thipn  applied  to  the  factSj  as  they 
have  been  disclosed.    \ 

Such  is  the  condition  of  man,  such  are  his  wants 
and  necessities,  as  to  require  him  to  be  employed 
in*  some  avocation.  To  obtain  a  livelihood  the 
means  «re  diversified,  as  if  to  suit  the  versatility 
of  genius.  Sonie  pref(§r  a  maritime  life;  others 
choose*  Mricgltural  and  mechanical  pursuits; 
others  sees  the  ^arned  professions;  ana. not  a  few 
depend  on  public  favor  •  for  subsistence^  The 
clerks  of  the  difierent  departments  we  know  de- 
pend almost  exclusive] y.on  tneir  salaries  for  sup- 
port. A  clerkship  is  one  of  the  many  ways  of 
obtaining  a  living.  It  was  the  sitting  member's 
preference  for  the  last  six  years,  within  which,  we 
are  informed,  he  intermarried.  It  seems  to  me, 
said  Mr.  C,  a  man's  ordinary  businies^  indicates 
the  "  focality  of  his  existence."  What  answer 
would  a  pl^ia  common  sense  man,  acquainted 
with  tlie  circumstances  of  the  case,  five  to  this 
question  7  Of  what  .place  was  the  sitting  oftember 
an  inhabitant^  at  the* time  of  his  election?  Would 
he  not  say  of  the  District  of  Columbia?  Let  us 
say  so',  too,  ahd  support  the  resolution  submitted 
by  the  committee.    . 

Mr.  OwfiN)  of  Alabama,  addressed  the  Chair  as 
fellows':      -        . 

Mr.  C  half  man :  I  shall  be  pardoned  by  the  House 
for  giving  the  reasons  which  infl«ience  my  course, 
when  it  is  known  that  I  am  in  the  minority. 
Were  I  of  the  majoritv^  ar  this  staffe  of  the  inves- 
ligation  upon  this  subject,  I  wouTdLnot  trespass 
upon  your  time,  because  the  world  and  posterity 
always  presume  that  tfat  majority  is  ri^ht.  This 
presuniption  is  correct,  sir ;  and,  as  this  question 
will  live  'beyond  the  existen'ce  of  this  Congress, 
and  is  to  be  handed 'dow.n  to  those  who  follow  us, 
as  a  precedent,  with  it,  I  wish  to  go  the  reasoning 
upon  which  my  mind  compels  me  to  oppose  so 
large  a  majority.  Sir,  I  do  not  rise  with  the  vain 
hope  (for  such  it  certainly  would  be)  of  endeavor- 
ing to  change  the  opinion  of  this  rloQ^e,  which 
has  been  so  clearly  manifested.  It  is  true,  that  I 
should  be  much  pleased  were  the  majority  to  go 
with  me,  but  not. so,  if  induced  by  any  power  I 
possessed,  when  -their  settled  opinion  w^s  to  the 
contrary.  I  anTthejnore' anxious  upon  this  sub- 
ject, sir,  because  it  is  one  of  Constitutional  con- 
struction— because  it  is  one  that  strikes  at  the  very 
root  of  the  democratic  .^iriocipje  of  our  Govern- 
ment.   '  Were  it  upon  a  matter  of  expediency,  or 
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of  mere  policy,  I  should  be  almost  indifferent  on 
which  side  ot  this  qaestion  I  should  be  found. 
These,  sir,  are-settled  by  opiaibn-^faj  speculation — 
and  there  is  scarcely  anv  matter  of  polecy,  of  deep 
national  concern,  that  nasnot  been  tested  by  the 
experience  of  other  Governments;  and  r^re,  in- 
dee4,  are  the  instances  arising,  from  the  peculiar 
formation  of  oar  Gk)7eriiment,  where  this  assertion 
will  not  "hold  good.  But,  sir,  on  the  other  hand,^ 
in  ascertaining  what  the  principles  of  ourQovem- 
ment  are,  nothing4)f  experience  or  history  beyond 
oar  own  time  can  afford  us  any  light  to  direot  onr 
coarse.  While  the  investi^tion  of  subjects  of 
this  kind  are  the  most  intricate  that  can  be  pre- 
sented to  an  American  legislator,  th^  are,  m  the 
same  time,  the  roost  unique  and  dependent  ^upon 
the  powers  of  the  mind,  unaided  by  experience,  or 
influenced  by  precedent,  for  their 'correct  decision. 
Questions  arising  upon  the  principles  of  our  Gror- 
ernment  are  to  be  examined  by  the  charter  of  ouc 
liberty ;  we  need  not  go  beyond ;  to  know*  what 
are  its  provisions,  is  knowing  the  principles  of  our 
GoYei-nmenL  Hoi»are  tbey  to  be  known?  By 
the  rules,  most  assuredly,m6ed  in  girin^  construe-. 
tioB  to  the  prescribed  rule,  by  the  sovereign  power. 
We  cannot,  then,  with  too  much  caution  approach 
a  subject,  in..theinves'tigatton  of  whu^i  is  involved 
the  two  main  features  of  our  Government;  that 
is,  the  extent  to>  which  power  is  'delegated,  and ' 
the  limitation  beyond  whjch  it  is  restricted  by.  the 
will  of  the  sovereign  power  of  our  €k}vernment. 

The  people  (for  happy  it  is  for  our  country  thai 
in  them  is  vested  the  supreme  power,)  have,  in 
prescribing  our  great  rule  of  action,  ^be  Constitu- 
tion, not  only  limited  thdse  by  them  appointed  to 
administer  the  Government,  in  Uie  exercise  of 
power,  bat  have  restricted  themselves  in  fhe  dia*. 
charge  of  duties  which  (hey  have  to  perform. 
To  us,  sir,  the  responsible  duty  of  jpreservinff.the 
Constitution  from  vioiation,  is  confided.-  Vfk  are 
the  sentinels  of  the  people's  liberty..  Whenever,- 
therefore,  the  people,  in  the  esterciae  of  privileges 
reserve  to  themeselves,  act  Within  the  restrictions 
imposed  by  our  Constitution,  their  a^t  should  be 
sovereign  and  uncontrollable.  When  they  go  be- 
yond these  restrictions,  it  is  ^ur  duty  to  restrain 
them.  At  the  same  tirar&that  we  guard  against 
others,  to  preseic^e  the  pUrity  of  ocur  Constitution) 
we  should  watch  oyer  ourselves,  ^nd  tfever  in  the 
least  transcend  ourdflegfted  powers. 

Pardon  me,  sir,  for  here  remarking,  that,  with  no 
little  concern,  have  I,  in  the  progress  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, within  my  limifed  oBServatton  on  pilblic  - 
concerns,  discovered)  as  I  thought,  that,  in.  any 
case  where  the  Constitntion  was  intended  to  limit 
the  power  of  Congress,  that  this  branch  of  it,  at 
least  to  sustain  its  power,  has  ever  ^iven  the  mosr 
liberal  and  the  greatest  latitude  of  construction. 
Bven,  sir,  during  this  session,  have  Constitutional 
questions  been  agitated,  nay,  thoroughly  discussed, 
and  the  principles  upon  which  they  have  been  set- 
tled, are,  that  it  should  be  liberally  construed  to  ef- 
fect and  secure  to  the  people  of  this  nation  the  great 
purposes  for  which  it  was  adopted — the  prosperity 
of  the  nation  and  the  happiness  of  the  people ; 
bat,  on  the  other  hand,  1  do  fear,  were  I  to  assert 


that  Congress,  at  least  this  brapch  of  it,  in  ascer* 
taining  the  power  reserved  by  the  people  to  them- 
selves, in  the  Constitution,  that  the  most  rigid 
and  limited  construction  is  given  to  support  and 
sustain  the  restriction,  the  facts  could  be  adduced 
to  sustain  |t9  correctness. 

Let.not  this  case  present  \is  authority  tasupport 
such  a  declaration  ;  let  us  pursue  the  same  rules 
of  construction  in  testing'the 'powers  of  the  people 
under  the  Constitution  as  we  do  in  ascertaining 
our  own.  Another  principle,  and  I  will  endeaTor 
to  apply  the  case  oefore  us  to  these  principles, 
which  I  think  no  one  will  douSt  the  cbrrectnesa 
of.  It  is  this :  in  giving  the  construction  to  the 
acts  of  sovereign  power,  the  presumption  is  in 
favor  of  sustaining  such  acts ;  being  understood 
to  be  right,  to  be  strictly  legal,  until  the  contrary 
is  proved.  So  it  is  with  indivfduals  in  the  die* 
charge  of  lawful  acts*;  the  presumption  is  in  their 
favor,  until  removed  by  evidence,  by  facts  to  the 
contrary.'        •    ' 

Whatf  then,  is  the<iuestion  before  this  House  "I 
It  jB  to  concur  in  the  report  made  by  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Elections,  which  is  to  be  settled  upon 
the  adoption  or  rejection  of  this  resolution  sub* 
mitted  ty  the  committee,  "That  John  Bailey  is 
not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House."  To  sustain 
this  resolution;  the  committee,  though  tbey  Imve 
laid  b^fote  you  a  long  and  elaborate  report,  sub- 

*A  aL  •*.'  »L       Vm*         T>      •!  rt   •        •  •••II 


<  dispensable  to  the  holding  of  a  seat  in  Congress.'* 
Und^  this  broad  proposition,  ndne  but  a  single  alle* 
gation  is  submitted  to  sustain  it,  and  upon  which 
the  whole  report  is  bottoncied,  that  is,  that  "be- 
\  cause,  at  the  time  the  election  was  held,  at  which 
'  the  saidBailey  was  supposed  to  hav^  been  chosen, 
^  he  was  not  an  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts,  but 
'  t)ien  was,  find  for  many  yei^rs  before  had  been, 
^  and  still  is,  an  <  inhabitant'  of  the  City  of  Wash- 

<  ington,  in  the  District  of  Cdlumbia;"  notwith- 
standing the  broad  proposition  that  Mr.  Bailey  was 
"ineligible"  for  the-waqt  of  "qualifications,"  but 
the  single  qualification  al^ged  to  be  wanting  is, 
habitation  within  the  State  from  which  he  is 
chosen.  The  whole  question  then  depends  upon 
the  sinffle  point*  Was  Mr.  Bailey  a  resident  of 
Massacnusetts,  within  the  purview  and  spirit  of 
the  CoostJtution  1  Thecommittee  have, said  that 
be  was  pot,  and  to  maintain  this*assertion,'  what 
is  the  testimony  adduced  ? 

The  first  is.  the  certificate  of  the  Governor  or 
Massachusetts. 

2(1.  A  memorial  by  certain  inhabitants  of  the 
district  of  Norfolk,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 
/  3d^  A  statement  of  Mr.  John  duincy  Adams, 
Secretary  of  State. 

4th.  An  affidavit  of  Mr.  Charles  Bulflnch. 

And,  Ikstly,  a  statement  made  *by  Mr.  Bailey 
himself  to  the  committee. 
-  The^  certificate  of  Governor  Eustis  only  states 
that,  on  a  certain  day,  John  Bailey^  Esq.,  "  was 
chosen  by  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth, 
(Massachusetts,)  legally  qualified  there  for  a  Rep- 
resentative to  represent  them  in  the  Congress  of 
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the  United  States  pf  America,''  dbc.  This  estab- 
lishes the  fact  of  bis  election. 
Oi  The  memorial  prays  that,  Mr.  Bailey  be  not  ad- 
mitted to  a  seat  in  this  House,  '^  because,"  by  the 
first  section  of  the  first  article  in  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  it  is  provided  ^^  that  no  per- 
son 9haU  be  a  Representative  who  shall  not,. when 
elected,  be  an  innabitant  of  that  State  in  which 
he  shall  be  chosen,"  and* alleges  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Bailey  was  not  an  "  inhabitant"  of  the  State,  bat, 
of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Adams  states  that  Mr.*Bailey  was  a  clerk  ior 
the  Deoartment  of  Stat^ ;  that  be  continued  to 
act  in  this  station  until  after  tiis  election ;  that  he 
was  an  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  district 
he  is  now  chosen  to  represent,  at  the  time  of  bis 
appointment  of  clerk.  His  residence  during  the 
tune  he  Eeid  ihd  office  of  clerk  has  be?n  within 
the  District  of  Cplumbia ;  he  always  considered 
Massachusetts  as  Mr.  Bailey's  home,  and  his  resi- 
dence in  the  District  temporary,  in  the  discharge 
of  official  dut^  only ;  gives  bis  opinion  that. Mr. 
Bailey  w^^eltffibU,  upon  the  general  principle  of 
national  law,  that  the  '^  animus  xevertendi,"  Xmt 
intention  to  return,  constitutes  the  tes^  of  domi- 
oil;  and,  to  sustain  this,  at  the  request  of  the 
committee,  niany  /instances  are  submitted,  sus- 
taining this  principle  in  practice  in  Massachusetts. 

The  affidavit  of  Mr.*  Bulfinch  establishes  the 
residence  within,  the  District,  with  occasional  ab- 
sences on  visits  to  Massachusetts — ^boarding  at  a 
public  hotel  until  marriage;  after  which  tiibe,  in 
the  family  of  his  wife^s  motber-^-xepresente  that 
Mr.  Bailey  never  exercised  anj  privilege  within 
the  District — ^never  held  an  omce  of  the  District, 
within  his  knowledge. 

Mr.  Bailey's  statement  corroborfites  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Adams  a'nd  Mr.  Bulfinch,^  And  adds, 
that  bj^  ever  considered  Massachusetts  his  home ; 
that,  wftbin  his  district,  in  that  State,  was  tlie 
seat  of  his  property,,  consisting  of  a  law  library; 
that  it  had  ever  remained  tbece;  and  that  he  con- 
sidered it  his  home ;  alleges  that  he  never  held 
any  office  in  the  District  of  -Columbia ;  that  he 
always  avoided  the  ezctcise  of  privilege  wixhin 
this  District — neyer  paid  a  tax,  always  considering 
Massachusetts  bis, place  of  abode. 

These,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  take  to  be  the 
facts  iuvolved-in  this  case,  and  none  other  can  be 
brought  into  this  investigation;  none  other  having 
been  submitted'  by  the  committee.  Sir,  if' this 
resolution  had  not 'have  been  submitted,  but  the 
facts  reported  alone  submitted,  it  does  appear  to 
me  that  precisely  the  opposite  proposition  must, 
necessarily,  be  founded  upon  such  .evidence ;  let 
us  for  a  moment  examine,  and  see  if  this  remark 
is  not  entitled  to  some  weights  The  certificate  of 
Governor  Eustis  proves  the  election — ^in  my  mind, 
sir,  it  proves  more,  so  far  as  this 'is  a  question  of 
fact,  at  least  r  it  is  the.  duty  of  the  Executive  of 
Massachusetts,  by  the  authority  of  the  State,  to 
certify  the  result  of  a  Constitutional  discharge  6i' 
duty  by  the  people  of  that  State;  that  duty  is  the 
election  of  a  member  of  Congress;  this  officer  acts 
under  oath  in  the  discharge  of  official  duty^  and 
this  is  a  part  of  that  official  duty.    It  is  to  be  pre- 


sumed 4hen,  ftir,  that  he  has  nOf  certifi^'to  as  that 
which  the  law  prohibits ;  it  is  to  be  presumed,  sir, 
^at  the  Constitutional  qualifications  were  pos> 
sessed,  the  law  presuming  in  favor  of  the  correct- 
ness of  tbe^ct  of  the  certifying  officer;  so  much 
then  for  the  Governor's  certificate.  But,  the  Con- 
stitution correctly  secures  to  each  branch  of  the 
General  Legislature,  the  sole  and  exclusive  privi- 
lege of  judging  and  determ  idling  on  the  '*  elections, 
return^  and  qualifications,  of  its  own*  members ; " 
this,  then^  sir,  and  this  alone,  prevents  the  certifi- 
cate, of  the  Ciovernor  from  being  conclusire;  but 
still,  sir,  the  presumption  exists,  and  that,  which, 
in  almost  all  other  cases  of  like  discharge  of  offi- 
cial >duty,  would  be  conclusire  by  reason  of  this 
provision,  (uni^rersaUy  admitted  to  be  a  wise  one,) 
of  the  Constitution,  is  not  so,  unless  supported  by 
the  circumstances  of*  the  cas^.    What,  then,  are 
these,  circumstances?     This  brinjfs  pe  to  the 
other  facts  submitted  by  the  committee,  all  of 
whi^  may  be  summed  up  iq  a  very  few  words, 
there  beiikg  none  which  oonflict;  they  are.  that 
Mr.  Bailey,  in  discharcre  of  official  duty,  raided 
within  the  District  of  Columbia  at  the  time  of  his 
election,  before  and  since  |  that  his  residence  here 
was  a  temporary  one ;  and  that,'  at  the  close  of 
his  official*  djuties,  which  could  at  any  time  take 
•place  at  his  own  will,  or  the  wilt  of  nis  superior, 
ne  in(;^nded  to  return  to  his  abode  in  Massachu- 
setts ;  this,  sin  is  the  evidence,  to  ^y  nothing  of 
the  opintouof  the  Secretary  of  State,  than  whom 
(here  are  but  few  more  learned  jurists.    But,  sir, 
how  has  the  committee,  and  gentlemen  who  coin- 
cide with  the  opinion  of  thfe  committee,  treated 
this  testimony  ?    Why,  sir,  I  must  say,  that  they 
buve  used  such  parts  as  supported  their  opinion 
^d  aeein  to  haye  proscribied.tbes^  which  confiicted 
with  it.  T'his  to  me  is  an  unusual  mode  of  weigh- 
ing .testimony,*  eren  in  courts  of  civil  or  criminal 
jurisdiction,  where  testimony  is  receiyed  under 
the  mt)6t  rigid  rule.    Tnis  course  is  inadmissible 
in  all  ktatements  touching  the  same  matter ;  the 
whole  made  mnet  b6  receiyed,  er  the  whole  re- 
jected;  the  reason  of  this  role  is  obvious|  for,  if 
such  parts  are  Credited  as  lead  to  a  certain  con- 
clusion, and  the  remainder  rejected,  what  reason 
exists  for  crediting  that^  wbich  is  retained?    But 
here  it  is  related  that  many  of  ^  these  facts  are 
from  the  confession  of  the  individual  interested. 
Sir,  I  have  been  under  the  Impression  that  the 
confessions  of  individuals,  "when  made  witliout 
motive,  were  entitled  to  weight  even  in  eourts, 
though  such  confessions 'were  to  the  benefit  of  the 
party.    It  is  universally  admitted  that  the  iqten- 
tion  or  design  with  wnich  any  act  is  performed, 
gives  the  character  to  the  act ;  for  all  acts  of  any 
shape  or  character,  in  any  j^rformance,  are  de- 
signed by  the  God  of  our  nature,  and  so  secured 
by  the  regulations  of  society  to  expresd  and  de- 
clare the  intentioa  of  the  person  or  persons  doing 
them. 

Can  we  suppose,  for  a-  moment,  sir,,  that  Mr. 
Bailey  was  actuated  by  motive  in  uniformly  dis- 
claiming this  District  as  his  home  and  declaring 
his  intention  to  return?  Did  he  anticipate  this 
event  that  made  him  firm  to  his  purpose  in  inda- 
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ciiig  all  about  him  to  beliere  tbat  he  considered 
Massachusetts  his  residence  1  .Was  it  with  the 
same  spirit  and  design  t^at  ne  disclaimed  the  ex- 
ercise of  privileges  withii^  thi»  District?  Nay, 
sir,  wa»  it  for  Ihis  purpose  that  his  fortune,  his 
estate^  (a  law  libra fy  if  you  please,)  was  studi- 
ously kept  at  the  place  that  he  called  his  domicil? 
Sir,  if  toiese  things  can  be  'believed,  they  are  of 
rare  occurrence  indeed-,  and  I  am  at  a  loss  whether 
to  admire  the  stability  and  fiunness  of  character 
displayed  in  pursuing  his  fixed  purpose,*  or.  to  con; 
tlnae  his  hypocrisy  and  plans, of  dissimulation  in' 
order  to  accosipiish  an  illegal,  unconstitutional, 
an^  unworthy  act.  Sir,  I  must  discard  this  view 
of  thei'spfaject;  it  is  ynreasonable ;  it  is  against 
common  wnse^  and  I  am  forced  to  believe  that 
Mr.  Bailey  did  not  consider  ihxk  District  his  home ; 
that  his  uniform  declaration  of  his  design  to  return. 
iras  without  motive,  and  that  Massachu^tts  was 
liis  domicil :  but  the  drcumstance  of  his  library 
beiog  at  his  home,  is  treated  with  levity.  I  sup- 
pose, because  it  ia  not  valued  ak  a  coUoa  or  sugar 
Slantation.,  Sir,  prineiple  is  not  to  be  established 
y  dollars  and  cents.  If  in  (he  latter  case  the 
property  identified  the  home,  with  as  muqh  cor- 
rectness will  it  in  the  former.  These,  then,  are 
the  circumstances.  •  Do  they  destroy  the  presump; 
tion  in  favor  of  the  legalit]^  or  constitutionality  of 
Mr.  Bailey's  electron,  as  it  is  duly  certified  to  us  ? 
For  my  part,  I  think  not ;  although  they  shaw  a 
residence  out  of  the  State,  they  'also  show  that 
that  residence  was  temporary,  and  that  his  p^rma;* 
neat  habitation  was  in  Massac busetts«  We  must 
believe  that  Mr.  Bailev  did  intend  to  return;  if  so, 
we  must  believe  that  his  absence  was  inielided  to 
be  temporary,  and  this  does  not  destroy  the  right 
of  inhabitancy.  Against  th6  loss, of  privilege  in 
this  way,  ibany  of  the  States  ha  ye  made  express 
provisions ;  in  others  I  consider  it  provided  for  by , 
the  spirit  of  otnr  GovernmeQt,  derived  from  inter- 
national law ;  andjt  sir.  that  such  is  the  spirit  and 
practice  of  the  Federal  Government  no  one  hesi- 
tates to  ^dmit.  Sir,  it  is  under  this  principle^  that 
our  communications  With  foreign  Governments 
are  conducted;  but  this  case  Is  different.  Gen- 
tlemen (ell  us  we  must  adhere  to.  the  literal  defi- 
nition of  the  term  inhabit,  that  it  is,  to  use  the 
phrase  grown^  trite  by  repetition,  "•  locality  of  ex- 
istence." Sir,  We  do  not  in  every  cas^  na  v  we  do 
but  in  few,  confine  ourselves  to  the  literal  defini- 
tion of  terms;  We  are  constantly,  naV,>often,  by 
law,  giWng  constrqctive  .definitioi»  to  terms  thAt 
are  in  manyinstaoices  in  direct  opposition  to  their 
literal  definitions.  3 i^i  it  is  upon' thie  principle 
that  a  nqan  in  Europe  is  in  Louisiana,  or  South 
Carolina ;  tbat  a  man  in  Great,'  Britain  is  in 
Pennsylvania.  This,  sir,  for  wise  purposes',  arises 
from  constructive  definition  of  terms,* which  con- 
structive definition  is  sanctioned  by  law.  If,  then, 
there  is  no  legal  constructive  definition  in^his 
case  by  positive  enactment,  I  do  say  that  a  rational 
constructive  definition^  if  not  within  the  letter,  but 
within  the  spirit  of^  the  principles  of  our'Governr 
ment,  when  not  in  contravention  to  existing  law, 
is  law;  and  tbat,  if  ever  literal  definition  is  devi- 
ated from,  we  are  justified  in  deviating  when  sup- 


ported by  reason <  and  not  prohibited  by  law,  in 
order  tosuppqrtand  ^y^  effect  to  the  free  exercise 
of  the  sovereign  power^  the  will  of  the  people. 

But  we. are  told  that  in  this  case  we  must  adhere 
to  the  letter ;  that,  although  in  other  instances  it 
is  not  expediient  to  do  so,  Ukat  in  this  we  must.  It 
is  even  admitted  th^t  the  Heads  of  our  Depart- 
ments claim  their  domicils  or  inhabitancy  in  the 
States  from  which  they  were  appointed ;  and  that 
their  residence  within  this  District  does  not  deprive 
them  bf  9LTk.y  of  the  privileges  they  possessed  in 
their  sespective  States,  and  that  the  authority  from 
which  tnis  is  derived  is  as  pgositive  as  if  prescribed 
by  statute  or  ingrafted. in  your  Constitution,  .^ir, 
it  this  is  admitted,  tlie  question  is  deqided :  for  the 
Chief  Clerk  in  the  State  Department  is  an  officer 
of.  GoVerpmeiit,  so  made*  by  law,  and  the  same 
principle  that  sustains  the  one  cas^  will  ^old  good 
in  the  other.  I  need  not  make  reference  to  anther* 
ity  (o  support  this  petition,  this  having  already 
been  done  Vith:  great  energy  and  ability  by  the 
hoiA>^blegentleman£rom  Louisiana  (Mr..BRBiiT.) 

A^in.  one  honorable  gentleman  (from  New 
.York,  I  believe,)  has  said,  that  Mr.  Bfiiley  was 
not  eligible,  because,  if  this  District  was  entitled 
to  a  deleffate,  or  representation  upon  this  floor, 
tliat  Mr.  Bailey  could  be  that  delegate  or  repre* 
resentative.  Sif,  this  does  not.  cannot,  apply, 
with  any  force,  in  this  case,  x  our '  pistrict,  sir, 
is  subject  to  the  immediate  control  pf,  a|id  its  ipu- 
nicipai  regulations  ar0  prescribed  by,  the  Coneress 
of'the  ynited  Stiites ;  and,  if  it  was  provided,  by 
law,  tbat  such  delegate  should  be  an  inhabitant 
of  Massachusetts,'  then,  Mr.  Qailey  could  make 
his.  election,  whether  to  represent  a  district  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, or  the  District  of  Columbia,  if  choseti 
to  do 'both.-  h  is  unnecesary  to  make  any  other 
•reply  to  this  kitfd  of  argument.  But  the 'House 
will  pardon  me  while  I  notiee  another  remark 
made  by  that  honorable  gentleman.  Sir,  he  says^ 
we  cannot  be  too  cautious  in  examining  the  qual- 
ifications of  the  members  of  this  body.  In  this,  I 
do  most  beartly  coiicur.wilh  that  ^tleman. 
.  Yes,  sir,  the  purity  of  all  of  our  institutions  of 
every  department  of  our*  Government,  depends 
upon  thd  purjtjr  of  the  legislative^department.  He 
'brings  to  our  view  the  corruptit)n  of  other  govern- 
ments— ^  tells  of  placemen,  corrupt  tqinistry,  abd 
seats  in  Parliament' from  rotton  boroughs."  Sir/ 
these  are  remarks,  though,  io  my  mind,  entirely 
unconnected  with,  and  by  no  possibility  can  nave 
anjr  baring  on  the  case  on  whicji  we  -are  now 
deliberating,  that  I  do  not. object  to  hear.^  Their 
frequent  repetition  keeps  iV^  in  our  remem- 
brance the  cause  of  our  being  a  free.peopte.  They 
bring  forcibly  to  the  observation  and  attention  of 
ihis  age,  o(  this  generation,  tlva4  yvhich  bur  fore* 
fathers  saw,  that  which  they  felt,  and  that. which 
they  resisted.  Yes,  sir,  wijerever  there  ts  corrup- 
tion, liberty  is  in  danger,  and  the  first  and  smallest, 
appearance  of  its  "approach,  under  any  shape  or 
disguise,  to  any  department  of  this  Government, 
should  be  scooted,  should  be  held  up  to  the  world 
and  our  posterity  as  a  beacon  tt>  guard  them 
against  danger.  But,  sir,  while  we  fear  and  de- 
test corruption  on  the  one  hand,  let  us  beware  lest 
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our  anxietf  to  avoid  it  should  lead  us  into  error-^ 
let  i>s  beware,  lest,  while  we  eodeayor  to  provide  ' 
against  this,  in  the  Cabinet,  we  become  -oursdves 
the  usurpers.  -  Let  us,  when  we  provide  against 
placemen  and  members  of  Pacliament  from  rotten 
borooghs,  beware,  lest  we  usurp  the  elective  Iran- 
chise,  the  ohly  sure  basis  of  the  people's  liberty. 
Sir,  if,  in  this,  we  are  to  exercise  unlimited  power 
Bad  control^if  we canlimit  and  restrain  the  peo- 
ple, in  the  free  exercise  of  their  own  'free  will,  in 
eHoosing  those  who.  arc  to  rule,  the 'time 'is  not 
far  distant  when  placemen,  created  by  us,  will 
dictate  to  the  American  people,  and  we  ourselves 
be  the  members  of  rotten  boroughs,  and  the  cor- 
rupt Ministry  that  we  now.  so  much  deprecate  and 
carefully  provide  against. 

Sir,  gentlemen  apprehend  danger  from  'Cabinet 
patronage,  in  securing  seats  in  Congress  from  cor- 
j^upt  sources.  To  me,  sir,  there  does  appear  to  be 
as  much  danger  to  be  apprehended,  if  public  ser- 
Tice  is  to  destroy  Constitutional  disqUaiifichtions, 
from  Cabinet  patronage,  in  puttiu]^  down  opftosi- 
tion  to*a  favorite  asking  for  a  seat  in  Congfess, 
b)r  holdii>g  out  and  pronering  the  lure  of  office.,. 
Sir,  there  is  as  much  danger  in  the  one  case,  as  in 
the  other ;  and  that  which  is  to  come  from  the 
free  exercise  of  the  will  of  the  people,  is  infinitely 
the  least  to  be  apprehended.  Gentlemen  shpold, 
when  they  contemplate  on  the  practices  of  other 
Governments,  by  which  fteedom  and  liberty  are 
lessened  \)y  a  Cabinet  and  Ministry,'vie^  the  other 
side  of  the  picture,  and  remepiber  that  even  a  Par- 
hament'has  been  arrayed  against  the  people,  and 
that,  from  this  source,  lib^tv  received, a  wound 
that  time  cannot  heal.  Ca;i  tnis  be  a  cause  of  an 
American  Parliament  being  against  *  the  people, 
and  endeavoring  to  restrain  them  in  the  exercise  of 
those  Qonstkutional  privileges  r^erved  to  them- 
selves 7  Sir,  it  may  lead  to  this.  Yes,  the  free- 
dom enjoyed  by  the  people  of  this  Grovernraent, 
in  the  exercise  of  their  elective  franchise,  is  th6 
palladium  of  our  liberty.  Weaken  this,  and  you 
destroy  the  distinction  that  exists  between  t^e 
principles  ef  our  Qovemment  and  thos^  in  which 
the  sovereign  power  i^  in  a  King  and  Ministry, 
and  the  people  out  their  minions,  -vrhese  are  pic- 
tures drawn  by  the.  imagination  of  gentlemen ;' 
but,  sir,  they  may  be  realized.  Let  us,  therefore, 
choose  rather  to  rely  upon  the  virtue  and  inteU 
ligenee  of  the  American  peopleto  preserve  the  puri- 
ty of  the]irinciples  of  our  Government,  rather  than 
by  restraining,  them  by  {mrliamentary  acts.  Our 
liberty  is  safe  in  thehr  faand^  i  change  its  guardian, 
and  it  is  lost  forever. 

I  thank  the  House  for  its  induigeneej  but  I 
must  be  pardoned  for  laying,  that  the  more  I  re- 
flect upon  this  j$ubject,  the  %Qore  I  am  contented 
to  vote  with  the  minority.  Therefore,  the  "  am- 
mui  revtrtendi^^  the'ayoiding  of  District  privileges', 
his  estate  being  in  Massachu^tts,  his  Iresidence 
kere  being  only  temporary,  and  permanent  inhafaK 
itation  being,  in  the  contemplatioi)  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  the  people's  electing  him,  coasirain 
me  to  say,  that  Mr.  miiev  is  entitled  to  his  seat. 

When  Mr.  Owen  took  \xs  seat — 

Mr.  Forsyth  replied  to  Mr.  Storrs,  (on  a 


point  in  which  he  was  personally  involved,)  and 
gave  notice,  that,  as  soon  as  the.  present,  question 
should  be  depided,  he  should  move  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  question  of  his  right  to  Ms  seat. 

M/.  FutLER  farther  expleCined  the  grounds  he 
had  formerly,  taken. 

Mr.  Sloane,  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  made  some  remarks  in  explanation  of 
/certain  facts ;  •<o  which  Mr.  BAiifET  replied. 

t  Mr.  Cook  moved  that,  in  order  .to  afford  the 
sitting  member  an  oipportnnity  oi  adducing  fur- 
ther testimony,  the  report  be  recommitted.  The 
question  ^itag  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

Mr.  Cook  the^  called  for  the  reading  Of  certain 
j)apers. 

Mr.  Barbour  move4  to  ndjoura.  It  .was  lost. 
Ayes  7d,  noes  99. 

ThejDapers  were  then  read^ 

M^*  Breck  spoke  to  the  general  question^  and 
In  fiivor  of.  the  disputed  right  of  Mr.  Bailbt. 

Mr.  Bailey  stated  some  facts  of  tl\e  case. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  North  Carolina,  (a  member  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections^  spoke  in  favo^  of  the 
report,  end  in  reply,  to  Mr.  Bailey,  as  follows : 
,  Mr.  Speaker:  I'should  not  have  said  a  word  on 
this  subject,  but  for  a  retpark  which  has  just  fallen 
from  the  gedtlem'an  from  Massachusetts,  reiter- 
ating a  charge  of  inconsistency,  upon  the  Com- 
mittee of  Electrons,  of  which  I  am  a  meiAber.  An 
imputation  which,  if  to  be  made  any  where,  should 
have  been  made,  not  against  the  committee  gener- 
ally, but  d^Siinst  myseli.  The  gentleman  must  re- 
collect, as^  I  have*  already  stated,  in  the,  course  of 
this  debate,  by  way  of  explanation,  for  the  purpose 
of  exculpating  the  committee  from'  this  charge, 
|hat  he  oerived  this-  idea*  of  inconsistency  from  a 
conversation  with  mb  id  the  committee  room,  in 
which  he  might  have  conceived  it  to  have  been 
my  opinion,  tlrat  the  qwcmimo^ot  the  feeling- of 
the  mind,  was  the  pivot  on  which  this  question 
tvms.  He  must,  howevef,  recollect,  that,  subse- 
quently, I  gave  jt.Jis  my  opinion,  that  this  princi- 
ple was  hot  applicable  to  his  case,  but  ratner  to 
the  political  right  of  citizenship,  or  -aHegiance. 
But,  sir,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  suppose  that  I 
should  admit  that  this  is  the  principle  upon  which 
the  question  rests,  cmi  hono^  what  good  will  it  do  the 

Jrebtleman  ?  If  he  assumes  the  principle,  he  must 
bllow  it  out,  whithersoever  it.  may  lead ;  and  if  he 
does  so,  he  fa^omes/o^  de  M»~he  cuts  liis  own 
throat;  It  is  a. bad  rule  that  triU  not  work  botti 
way's ;  and  how  is  the  feeling^  of  the  mind  to  be 
known  ?  It  can  only  be  known  by  exiqmal  cir- 
cumstances ;  and^  unfortunately  for  the  gentlemen, 
all  th^se,  (and  some  of  them  most  stnblK)rn  facts,) 
are  against  hitn :  the  evidence  is  all  against  him. 
Sir,  it  onlyoomes  to  this,  that  the  gentleman  may 
havb  had,  at  different  times,  a  vagUe  notion  of  re- 
turning to  Massachusetts,  but  did  not  return ;  but 
that,  on  the  other  hand,  he  had  much  more  con- 
stantly and  effectually],  an  intention  of  remaining, 
and  did  remain  a  resident  for  six  or  seven  years, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  prosecuting  his  own 
interests;  at  his  own  will ;  or,  as  gentlemen  seem 


185S 


HISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1864 


March,  1824. 


Mauachu$ett»  CofUe9Ud  Election. 


H.  or  R. 


fond  of  technical  phraseology,  be  had  the  animfu 
fivertendi,  but,  unfortunately,  be  bad  a  mucb  strong 
er  aniwua  manendi,  which  proved*  vietorioas,  and 
Ixpt  him  from  relurning,  which,  had  h€  done,  he 
would  bare  avoided  -  his  present  difficulty.  But, 
sir,  what  baff  all  this  trumpery  about  the  quo  ani- 
«io,  the  animtM  revertendi  vet  manendi,  about  Vattel, 
and  Puffendodrff,  and  all  that  sort  of  thins, ,fo  do 
with  this  plain  question  of  Constitutional  law  and 
facil  Just  about  as  much  as  we  have  .with  the 
man  in  the  moon..         '     •   • 

Gentlemen  seem  to  have  fallen  into  some  strange 
hallucination  on  this  subject.  In  mkintaining  their 
doctrine,  they  undertake  to  subvert  a  pFaio  and 
imperative  requisition  of  the  fundamental  statute 
of  this  laD<L  by  applying  US  it,  constructively,  the 
principles  ot  the  common  law  of  nations.  Suppose, 
that  in  some  of  the  State  courts,  any  lawyer,  in  a 
plain  case  of  law  and  fact,  a  case  where  a  statute 
applied  explicitly  to  some  crime,  a  ease  in  which 
the  evidence  was  completely  made  out,  and  the 
law  and  the  fact  in  entire  oaison — ^wbat  Would  be 
thoaght,  in  such  a  case,  of  any  lawyer  who  shotfid 
attempt  to  overthrow,  by  applying  to  it  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  British  common  law,  frqm  Blaclc- 
stone,  or  by  preaching  a  politico-moral  homily 
from  Paley  and  Beccaria  ?  And  yet  it  would  be 
of  a  piece  with  what  is  now  attempted. 

Mr.  Speaks:  I  have  prescribed  to  myself  a 
very  plain  and  simple  method  of  constrging.tbis 
instrument  which  1  hold  in  my  band,  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States-^a  method  which,  if 
pohued  with  a  view  aolely  to  the  truth,  will  gen- 
erally be  right.  It  is,  to  take  the  plain  vernacular 
meaning  of  th&  Words  in  which  any  subject  is 
coached,  and  endeavor,  in  their  plam  sense,  to 
find  what  was  the  intention  of , its  framers.,  nav- 
ing,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  done  this^  I  ad- 
here to  that  interpretation,  without  aUamptmg  to 
bend  or  twist  it  to  answer,  by  a  strained  construe- 
tioD,  anv  other  purpose^^which,  were  I  to  do,  t 
should  be  ^ii^ty  of  treason  a^inst  my  undejr- 
standing  and  my  moral. ^nse.  I  have  applied 
this  rule  to  that  ^art  of  the  Constitution  which 
says  ^^that  no  person  shall  be  a  Representative, 
who  shall  not  have  attained  to' the  age  of  twenty- 
fire  years,  and  been  seven  years  a  citizen  of  tne 
United  States,  and  who  shall  not,  when  elected, 
bean  inhabitant  of  th^t  State  in  which' he ahall 
be  chosen."  From  which^  it  appears  to  tne,  that 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  meant  to  exclude 
two  orders  of  person^  from  the  filouse  of  Repre- 
sentatives as  mem'ber»---persons  who  are  not  citi«> 
zeos  of  the  United  States,  and  citizens  who  are 
habitual  non-residents  of  the  States  in  which  they 
are  elected.  So  that  the  Constitution  demands, 
in  so  many  words,  th^,  to  b^  a  Representative,  it 
is  not  (vily  necessary  tq  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  but,  in  addition  to  this,  a  person.to  become 
so,  most  live  among  those  who  are  to  become.his 
constituents;  avidently  drawing  a  plain  and  marked 
line  of  distinction  between  citizenship  and  inhabi- 
tance.  I  do  not  believe  it  ever  entered  ^nto  the 
eontemplatioi^  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
that  Ministers  and  Consuls  resident  in  foreign 
countries,  or  heads  of  Department^  or  their  cle/ks, 


residing  in  this  District,  or  any  other,  persons, 
living  in  any  of  the  Territories  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  were  proper  persons  for  selection 
95  members  of  this  House.  Ministers  resfdent,  by 
the  very  Jbrce  of  the  -term;  and  the  nature  of  the 
office^  mcludes  the  idea  of  inhabitance,  pro  hoe 
vice, .  But  a  man  may  cease  to  be  an  inhabitant 
of  one  place  or  country,  without  having  a  fixed 
or  permanent  re&idence  anywhere.  A  man  leav- 
ing this  country  and  traveliinff  thirty  dr  forty 
vears  over  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa,  could  hardly 
be  said  to  be  an  inhabiunt.  all  this  time,  of  the 
United  States.  I  should  like  to  know  by  what 
sort  of  bodU8»  pocu^  Mfnisters  tfta^  Consuls  re- 
siding habitually  at  foreign  Courts  and  «nercantile 
plaoes,  in  foreign  counties,  or  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments, and  their  clerks,  residing  for  a  series  of 
^rears  in  the  District  of  Columbia ,.-surrounded  with 
all  the  means  and  appliances  of  domestic 'en  Jojr^ 
ment,  b&ving  their  wives  and  children,  being 
housekeepers,  in  possession  of  wealth,  ana  all  the 
comforts  of  lifi!,  cttn  be  all  this  time  living  in 
Qeorgia^  or  Massachusetts,  or  any  other  State  in 
the  Union? 

Gentlen^en  fall  into  this  erroi^  by 'confounding 
the  abstract  political  right  of  citizenship  with  the 
act  of  in^apit'ance  whicb  the  Constitution  re- 
quires^  but,  sir,  I  consider  them  doubly  disquali- 
fied froni  becoming  memiiers  of  this  House,  by 
habitual  residence  out  of  the  State  for  which  they 
were,  or  mi^ht  be>  eledted,  (I  know  of  no  belter 
definition  of^idhabitanc^  than  habitual  residence ; 
i  would  thank  any  g^tleman  for  a  better,),  and 
office-holding  under  the  United  States,  which,  so 
long  as  they  continue  to  do,  is  a  disqualification 
in  the  faee  of  that 'part  of  the  Constitution  which 
requires  that  "  no  person  holding  any  office  under 
the  .United  States  shajl  be  a.  member  of  either 
HdUse  during  his  cbntinoaiice  in  office" — showing 
clearly  an  intention  .to  keep  distinct  and  immisci- 
ble the  executive  and  legislative  functions  of  the 
Government ;  and^  sir,  to  return  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  sayine 
that  his  seat  ought  to  be  vacated  unoik  this  ground, 
if  be  labored  under  no  other  disability.  I  know 
the  decision  in  the  case  ofJierrick  and  others, 
has  been  quoted  as  bearing  analogv  to  this  part  ot 
the  case  under  consideration,  but  I  never  take,  as 
a4>recedent  to  follow,  that 'Which  I.  believe  is  not 
founded  in  truth  and  principle;  I  think  that  de- 
cision was  wroog,  and  was  so  deoided  only  b^ 
cause  a-  number  of  persons  voted  in  a  case  that 
tried  their  «wn,  which,  had  they  been  prevented 
from  doin|^,  as  they  ought  to  have  b^n,  the  de- 
cision would  havebeen  against  them.  What  are 
the  facts  in  the  ease  now  before  us?  Why,  that 
the  election  took  place  on  the  8th  of  September, 
1898,  at  which  time  be  held  an  office  under  the 
United  States,  though  tfie  Congress  for  whicb  he 
was  elected  conpmenc'ed  the  4th  of  March  previous, 
and  he  still  held  the  office  until  the  23d  of  Octo- 
ber thereafter.  Sir,  I  had  always  thought  that 
the  people  made  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, taking  care,  however,  to  make  them  of 
sunh  materials  as  were  not  obnoxious  to  the  Con- 
stitution, which  is  specific  in  prescribing  the  quali- 
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ficatioDs.  But,  according  to  the  decisioop  in  the 
case  of  Herrick  and  others,  and  a^eeably  to. the 
opinion  of  some^  pethaps,  in  this  case,  it  may  be 
considered  that  the  Speaker  makes  them  by  the 
administration  of  the  oath  }o  support  thcf  Consti> 
tation,  or,  perhaps,  that  the  Governor  of  a  State 
diay  do  it  by  his  certificate^  which,  however,  is 
only  a  kind  of  pass,  the  evidence  of  his  election, 
to  be  presented  (o  this  Hoase.  Bat  I  am  tftill  of 
opinion  that  the  people  make  members  of  Con- 
gress,, at  least  for  this  branch,  but  they  must  do  it 
agreebbly  to  law,  otherwise  the  a^t  is  void. 

I  will  forbear  to  remark '  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  BUections,  in  the  case  or  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  as.it  is  not  now -a  subject  of 


discussion,  (and  is  one  which  has  been  hooked  to    ion,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moor^  of  Alabama, 


this,  I  will  not  stfy  with  what  propriety,)  farther 
than  to  say  that  i  do  not  entirely  concur  yrith  the 
committee  in  that  report.  ' 

A  motion  was  now  (about  4  o'clock)  made  to 
adjourn ;  lost — ayes  80,  noest95.  -  f. 

Mr.  McDuFFis  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment; 

"That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houiie  that* John 
Bailey  came  to  the  city  of 'Washington  in  the  year 
1817,  with  the  intenUon  of  returning  to  the  State  of 
MaaaachiMetta,  and  that  the  said  intention  has  con- 
tinued to.  the  time  of  his  election  to  this  House. 

'<  Resolved^  iherrfof%  .That  he  is  entiUed  te  his  seat 
in  this  House." 

Mr.  Archer  moved  to  adjourn;  but  the  motion' 
was  lost— a^cs  80^  noes  100. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  agreed  to 
be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  TayLor  called  for  a  division  of  the  que»-* 
tion  on  the  amendment. 

Mr."^  Sloanb  called  for  the  previous  question, 
which  call  the  Houae  sustained — ayes  93,  noes  78. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  adjourn,  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nnys  on  the  question. 
The  House  refused  to  take  it  by  y^as  and  nays ; 
and  the  question  being  taken,  the  Hofise  refused 
to  adjourn — ayes  41,  noes  124. 

The  main  qu68ti6n  was  then  put,  (the  previous 
question  having  precluded  all  debate  as  well  as 
amendment,)  ana  decided  by  'yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows:  t       » 

Yi^AS — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Massachusetts/  Allison,  Archer,  Baylies,  P. 
P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Beecher»  Blair, 
Bradley,' Brown,  Buchanan,  Burton,  Cady,  Oanibre-' 
long,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Campbell  of  Ohio,' 
Cary,  Cassedy,  Cliirk>  Condict,  Conner,  Craig,  Cut* 
peper,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dwinell,  Dvright,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards of  Pennsjlvania,  Edwardr  of  North  Carolina, 
Ellis,  Floyd,  Foote  oi  New  York,  Forward,  Frost, 
Garrison,  OatUn',  Gist,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harris, 
Hsjden,  Hayward,  Heory,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe, 
Hooks,  Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  F.  Johnson,  Kent, 
Lathrop,  Leftwieh,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Long, 
McC6y,  McKee,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Ohio,  Mangum,  Markley,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Miller, 
Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Neale,  Patterson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plnmer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Prince,  Randolph,   Rankin,  Richards,  Regers,  Ross, 


J.  Stephenson,  Stewirt^  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Swan,  Ten 
Eyck,  Test,  Thompaon  of  Georgia,  Tod,  Tracy,  Trim- 
ble, Tueker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of 
Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  V^  Wyck,  Wayne,  Webster, 
Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wickiiffe,  Wiliiama 
of  New  York,  Wimam9  of  Virginia,  Williams  of 
North  Carolina,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wil- 
aon  of  South  Carolina,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Woods,  and 
Wright— 12&. 

NAT8-.-Me88r8.  Br(;ck,  Buck,  Bucknet:,  Burleigh, 
Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crowninshield,Cush man,  Durfee, 
Farrelly,  ^iodlay,  F^t  of  Connecticut,  Fuller,  Gaxlay, 
Herrick,  Hobart,  Jennings,  Ji  T.  Johnson,  Kidder, 
Kremer,  Lawrence,  Little,  Liverraore,  Locke,  Long- 
fellow,  McKean,  McKim,  Mallary,  Martindale,  Mat^ 


Nelson,  Newton, 'OtBrien,  Owen.'Pinaer  of  New 
Hampshire,  Poinset^  Reed,  Reynolds,.  Rich,  Rives, 
Rose,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  William  Smith,  Strong,  Tkylor, 
Thompsen  of  Kentucky,  Toailinson^  Vinton,  Whipple, 
and  Wood— 65. 

'  So  ix'was  resolved  that  John  Bailey  is  not  en* 
titled  to  a  seat,  in  this  House. ' 

[Pending  the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  when 
The  Tote  et  Mr.  McDufpie  was  called  for,  he  rose 
and  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  and  gave 
as  a  reason,  "that  he  wished  tbosp  who  should 
come  after  him  into  this  House,  to  understand 
the  grounds  upon  which  his  vote  rested}  for  which 
purpose  he  ofl^red  an  amendment,  and  which  had 
been  put  aside,  without  a  diyisioo,  by  the  previous 
question."] 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  ^discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  re^rt  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Election?,  on  the  case  of  Mr.  Forsyth, 
and  it  was  laid  on  the  table:'  and  then  the  9ouse 
adjourned. 


FntDAt,  March  19. 

Mr.  MoLamc,  of  Delaware,  from  theConimit- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  thfe  3ubject  was 
referred,  reported  a  bill  to  abttiorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  ^Treasury  to  exchange  a  stock  bearing  an 
interest  o^  five  per  cent,  for  certain  stocks  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  six  per  cent ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  th6  Committee  of  the 
whole-  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  creation  of  a  stock-,  to  a)i  amount 
hot  exceeding  five  itlillions  of  dollars,  to  provide 
for  the -awards  of  the  commissioners,  iinder  the 
Treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  22d  of  February,  1819. 
'  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
same  committee,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Frederick 'Peiley,  accompanied  by  a  hill  for  his 
relief;  which  was  reCid  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  4 he  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  by  reso- 
lution, reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Illinois ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to- 


morrow. 
Saunders,  Sandford,  Sloane,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  |     Mr.  Scott,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Smyth,  Speight,  Standefer,  Sterling,  A.  Stevenson,  <  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
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Senate,  entitled  "Ad  act  for  the  fioal  adjustment 
of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas,  derived  from  the  Governments 
of  France  and  Spain,"  reported  the  same  with 
amendments  f  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hai^lton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary A&irSj  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  repeal  the  a<^,  entitled  '^An  act 
for  the  relief  of  .Jonn  B..  Hogan,  approvecj  th6  3d 
March,  1823';"  which  was' read  nwice,  and  or- 
dered to,  be  engrossed  and  read*  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Liathrop, 

Resolvedj  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  be  re- 
quested to  infofrm  the  Executive  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  that  the  seat  oi  John 
Bailej.  Esq.,  returned  as  a  Representative*  from 
that  State,  is  vacated  hj  a  decision  ofdhis  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Archer, 

ReBolvedj  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  Executive  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia  that  the  seat  of  William  Lee 
Ball,  Esq.,  returned  as  a  Representative  from  that 
State,  is  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Ball. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barker,  of  Connecticut,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  trere  instructed 
to  itiquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  an  ap- 
propriation for  Qompt^ting  and  repairing  Fort 
Griswold,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infarmed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  bills  of  the  fdllowiag 
titles,  viz :  An  act  to  provide  for  the  sectirity  of 
public  money  in  the  hands  of  clerk»vof  courts,  at- 
torneys, and  marshals,  and  their  deputies ;  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  NajWer,  Rapelye,  and  Benriett,  and 
Petray  and  Viel ;  an  act  for  the  ri^lief  of  Samuel 
White;  and  an  act  for*the  relief  of  Noah  Smith,' 
of  Maine;  in  which  bills  the  Senate  ask  the  con- 1 
currence  of  this  House* 

EFfBGT  OF  THE  TARIPF,  &;o. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  from  the  Committee  on 
Agriculture,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  if  an 
increase  of  the  duty  now  established*  by  law,  on 
anr  article  of  foreign  growth  or  manufacture, 
will  be  for  the  interest  ol  the  agriculturist,  and- if 
there  be  anv  such  article  to  nam^  the  same,  toge- 
ther with  the  additional  amount  of  dut^  which 
they  deem  beneficial  to  the  aj^rlcultural  interest, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Comnutlee  on.  Agrieoltar^,  to  whom  wa»  re* 
femd  the  resolution  df  the  Hoate  of  RepresentativM, 
inttraeting  them  to  inqnire  if  aa  incrtaM.of  the  doty* 
now  established  by  Uw,  on  any  article  ^of  foreign 
growth  or  manafactare,  will  b%  for  the  interest  of  the 
agricuhorist,  and  if  there  be  anj  such  article,  to  name 
the  uiDC,  together  with  the  additional  amount  of  the 
duty  which  they  deem  beneficial  to  the  agricultaral 
interest,  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

That,  in  the  apprehension  of  your  committee,  what- 
e?er  increases  the  consumption  of  its  products,  whe- 
ther at  home  or  abroad,  necessarily  advances  the  in- 
terest o/  agricoltiire.  He  who  cnltivates  the  soil,  looks 
beyond  the  supply  of  his  own  wants  fol  the  pvofita  of 
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his  labor.  He  looks  to  a  market  for  the  surplus  pro- 
ducts of  his  industry.  The  home  market,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  is  at  all  times  to  be  preferred  to 
the  foreign  market,,  when  the  reward  of  agricultural 
pnrsoita.is  equal< — the  former  is  less  precarious  than 
the  latter;  it  is,  also,  more  permanent  and  certain, 
and  above  the  reach'  of  restraining  and  prohibitory 
duties  of  foreign  hostflity  ;  and  when  the  home  mar- 
ket can  be  increased  in  its  demands,  without  dimin- 
ishing in  a  greater  degree  the  foreign  consumption,  it 
would  seem  wise  and  prudent  to  promote  its  exten- 
sion by  every  rational  means  within  the  sphere  of 
Jegislation.  . 

^Ifour  committee  consider  the  increase  of  duties  on 
many  foreign  articles  now  imported  into  the  United 
States,  would  promote  the  agricultural' prosperity  of 
thb  nation.  A  portion  of  population  engaged  in  man- 
ufactures would  necessarily  depend  on  the  farmer  for 
subsistence,  and  create  a  more  perfect  and  profitable 
division  of  labor  than  now  exists.  A  new  market 
would  be  opei>ed,  and  a  new  demand  created,  for  all 
.the  raw  materials  which  new  manufactures  i^rould 
consume.  It  cannot  be  denied,  that,  if  all  the  manu- 
factured articles  now  consumed  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States  weVe  manufactured  within  .the  bounds 
of  our  country,  fmm  the  raw  material  furnished  by 
ourselves,  the  value  of  our  lands  would  be  increased, 
and  the  profits  of  agricultural  labor  eonfiderably  aug- 
mented. Demand  and  oonsumpUbn  would  be  di- 
rectly, extended — a  groat  extent  of  soil  now  devoted 
to  the  growing  of  products  that  afibrd  no  sufficient 
stimulus  to  cultivatjon.  The  soil  and  climate  of  (he 
United  States  are  capable  of  producipg  the  various 
articles  necessary  for  such  manufacturing  establish- 
ments as  will  most  naturally  flourish  in  this  country, 
and  of  such  as  would  inevitably  be  consumed,  pro- 
vided manufacturing  labor  should  be  extended.  By  a 
comprehensive  and  rigorous  system  of  policy,  calcu- 
lated to  unfold  our  agricultural  resources, •a  spirit  of 
emulation  and  industry  would  be  dififused  over  the 
land;  a  vast  and  active  system  of  internSi  exchange 
would  rise  up  ;  the  expense  of  transportation  in  heavy 
articles  would  be,  in  a  great  measure,  saved ;  and,  in 
fact,  that'  which  should  be  ardently  wished  for,  in 
every  agricultural  country,  a  home  market,  would  ap- 
pear ;  this,  toe,  would  prove  a  market  at  once  various, 
in  point  of  demand,  but  sure,  steady,  and  unchanging. 
The  policy,  the  caprice,  the  selfishness,  and  the  hos- 
tility of  other  nations  could  not  affect  it.  On  this 
point,  therefore,  the  committee  cannot  entertain  any 
doubt.  .The  extension  of  domestic  manufactures,  de- 
pending on  the  production  of  such  raw  materials  aa 
can  be  found  in  this  country,  most  increaae  the  de- 
mand and  consumption  of  those  materials,  and  of 
coarse  secure  a  new  and  ready  market. 

As  to  the  articles  of  foreign  growth,  to  which  an 
increase  of  duty  should  apply*  in  order  to -promote  the 
prosperity  of  our  agriculture,  the  committee  need  only 
remark,  that,  if  the  principles,  which  they  advance  be 
sound,  the  duty  should  embrace  every  raw  material 
found  or  procured  with  Qase  and  cheapness,  and  in 
abundance  in  the  Unitqd  States.  The  committee  have 
confined  themselves  to  the  home  market,  in  the  brief 
view  which  they  have  presented.  The  question  how 
far  the  increase  of  this  home  market,  by  an  increase  of 
duty  on  foreign  articles,  would  afiect  the  demand  of 
our  agricultural  products  abroad,  leads  to  a  new  train 
of  considerations.  The  first  inquiry  which  naturally 
occurs  on  this  point  is,  what  are  the  inducements  with 
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foreign  nations  to  parchase  the  productions  of  our  soil? 
what  their  motives  1  what  the  moving  causes  of  the 
market  which  they  extend  ?  Is  their  policy  £)anded 
on  favor,  reciprocity,  self-interest,  or  necessity  1  On 
this  subject,  th^re  is  little  ground  toi  difierence  of 
opinion.  Foreign  nations  act  not  for  os,  but  for  them- 
selves. Favoitf  ^^^  cv^n  reciprocity,  form  no  basis  for. 
their  measures  towards  us  beyond  the  compass  of  bare 
expediency.  They  will  consume  our  raw  materials, 
when  they  cannot  do  better ;  when  they  ean^  they  wiil^ 
not  consume  them.  When  the  consump^on  ot\our 
agricultural  products  comes  in  contact  with  any  prin- 
ciple of  political  economy  applicable  to  their  own  con- 
dition, a  hostile  ta;:ifr  meets  us  at  their  shores.  Hence, 
tb6  foreign  market,  for  the  fruits  of  our  soil,  depends 
hut  little  on  the  sale  which  foreign  manufactures  find 
in  this  country ;  and,  whether  we  purcfiase  more<  or 
less,  foreign  nations  will  graduate  their  policy  towards 
us,  by  a  standard  independent  of  any  general  system 
of  duties  which  we  may  adoJ>t ;  at  least',  so  it  appears 
to  your  committee. 

How  long  would"  Great  Britain  purchftse  our  cotton 
if  her  own  colonies  could  supply  her  demands  ?  How 
many  nations  would  consume  any  article  that  is  cuki* 
vated  by  the  American  agriculturist,  if  they  could  find 
their  demand  supplied  on  better  and  more  advsntage- 
ous  conditions,  by  home  industry  1  These  questions 
are  answered  by  their  proposition ;  it  is,  therefore,  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,-  that 'the  forei^  market  for 
our  agricoltual  products,  and  for  the  staple  articles  of 
our  exports,  in  the  shape  of  raw  materials,  will  bot  be 
essentially  afiTected  by  any  increase  of  duty  on.  those- 
foreign  manufactures  which  are  composed  o/  similar 
materials. 

As  to  the  amount  of  duty  which  should  be  imposed, 
it  must  always  depend  upon  a  variety  of  considera- 
tions, which  need  not  be  detailed ;  it  should  be  suffi- 
cient to  secure  the  eacclusive  and  con^^ant  demand  of 
our  raw  materials,  and  to  sustain  the  American  man- 
ufacturer in  his  pursuits;  it  must  be  competent  to 
huild  up  and  protect  those  manufacturing  establish- 
ments at  present  in  the  country,  and  which,  with  a 
reasonsble  encouragement,  will  present  a  constant  de- 
mand for  those  raw  materials. 

In  fact,  as  to  the  articles  of  foreign  growth  or  nmn^ 
ufacture,  which  should  be  taxed  in  order  to  increase 
our  agricultural  prosperity,  your  committee  would  re- 
fer, generally,  to  the  tariff  now  before  the  House. 
The  committee  do  not  perceive  the'  necessity  of  select- 
ing aqy  articles,  or  of  imposing,  any  duties,  beyond 
those  embraced  by  that  bill. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

On  motion  <5f  Mr.  Tod,  the  House  again  weiit 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Condcct  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill 
for  amending  the  acts  laying  duties  on  imports. 

The  questioE\  still  being  on  Mr.  McKim's  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  177th  line  of  the  bill,  "on 
tallow,  four  cents  per  pound*' — 

Mr.  Baylies  said  that  he  felt  somewhat  dis- 
couraged by  the  symptoms  of  hostility  which  had 
been  manifested,  in  some  quarters  of  the  House, 
to  the  object  of'  the  memorialists  of  New  Bedford 
and  Nantucket.  As  he  had  the  honor  to  claim 
the  citizens  of  one  of  those  towns  as  constituents, 
he  felt  it  in'cumbent  on  him  to  offer  some  riemarks 
touching  the  memorials  and. the  remoostrancefl, 
and,  he  trusted,  that,  although  four  great  cities 


had  combined  their  forces,  on  this  question,  that 
the  interests  of  two  humble  and  obscure  villages 
would  not  be  neglected,  if  he  could  make  it  ap- 
pear that  it  was  for  the  advantage  of  the  nation 
that  those  interests  should  be  protected. 

In  the  year  1819,  Russian  and  American  tallow 
was  q noted,  in  the  jsrice  currents,  at  from  13  to 
15  cents.  Sperm  oil,  at  that  period,  (and  for 
some  time  previous,)  had  been  so(d  at  85  lo  90 
cents  per  gallon.  Tallow  is  now  7  cents  per 
pound,  Summer  strained  oil  37. cents  per  gallon, 
and  Winter  strained  oil. 50  cents. per  gallon — a 
reduction  in  price  of  about  one-half. 

In  the  years  1820,  182;,  'and  the.  three  first 
quarters  of  1822,  there  were  imported  into  the 
United  States  10,276,740  pounds  of  tallow--«quaI 
to  364,890  bpxes  of  candfes.of  30  pounds  eacU,  or 
to  the  product  of  219,533  head  of  cattle,  or  to 
1,372,091  gi^Ilons  of  oil,  which,  If  consumed  in 
the  tfnited  States, supposing  the  material  already 
her«  to  be  equal  to  the  necessary  consumption, 
woulci  preveqt  the  consumption^  or  impede  the 
consumption  of  the  quantity  of  oil,  or  the  quantity 
of  tailoW,  which  he  l^ad  named. .  The  estimates 
of  the  memorialists  f^ouid  be^fbund,  upon  exam- 
ination, to  be  correct.    •> 

There  were  also  imported  during  that  period 
321,821  pounds  of  tallow  candles. 

The  tallow-chandlers  say  that  the  imported  tal- 
loW  is  not  used  for  the  purposes  of  light,  but  that 
it  is  made  into  soap  and  exported. 

If.  this  assertion  be  admitted  to  be  true,  what 
follows  1  Why,  that  the  tallow  of  ^the  country, 
which  otherwise  would  have  bpen  used  by  thB 
soap-makers,  is  deprived  of  its  market  by  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  tallow  ;  and  the  price  being 
depressed,  and  no  sales  effected  to  profit,  is  either 
wocked  up  into  soap  in  household  manufacture, 
or  for  light,  as  th^  substitute  of  oil. 

Again  it  is  said,  that  tbe  difficulties  in  thti  oil 
market  aris^  from  the  superabundance  of  the  arti- 
cle. Why,  sir,  so  they  do ;  bdl  will  not  those  dif- 
ficulties be  increased,  if  you  increase,  by  importa- 
tion, the  quantity  of  an  article  already  supera- 
byndant  % 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  cheapest  light  that 
can  be  used  is  that  wjbich  is  furnished  by  oil ; 
hence  it  would  be  good  economy  in  the  fanner  to 
sell  his  tallow,  and  to  supply  himself  with  oil ; 
his  tallow  would  then  be  brought  into  the  market. 
But  if  he.  was  met  in  the  market  with  this  pro- 
digious quantity  of  foreign  tallow,  it  is  almost 
self-evident  that  the  home  fallow  would  be  de- 
pressed,* and  a  heavy  loss  wonld  fall  upon  the 
farmer. 

ff  the  foreign  tallow  was  prohibited,  domestic 
tallow,  near  a  market^  would  be  exchanged  for 
oil,  the  tallow  made  into  soap,  and  exported. 
Some  candles  would  sHlI  be  made  and  exported. 
The  farmer  would  receive  an  increased  price  for 
his  tallow,  and  obtain  oil  at  a  price  affording  him 
a  cheaper  light,  and  in  this  manner  he  would  de- 
rive an  advantage  from  the  exchange.  From 
accurate  experiments  it  has  been  ascertain^  that 
sperm  oil,  at  one  tlollar  per  gallon,  is  a  cheaper 
light  vbajp  tallow  candles  at  101  cents  per  pound  \ 
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aod,  of  course,  oil,  at*  50  cents  per  gallon,  woald 
be  cheaper  than  tallow  candles  at  5^  cents  p^ 
pound. 


people  are  not  suddenly  changed  ;  and  as  tallow 
IS  yery  low,  compared  with  the  pribes  two  or  three 
years  since,  the  farmers  would  continue  to  use  ft, 
and  not  so  readily  change,  their  light,  as  they 
would  if  the  tallow  was  higher.  *         \    , 

It  would,  in  fact,  be  a  saving  to  those  w)k)  now 
use  tadlow  candles,  if  they  were  obliged  to  use 
oil^  at  dooble  its  present  price.    This  fact  disttn- 

f Dishes  this  kind  of  protection,  from 'all  ether 
inds.    The  expense  is  not  increased  to  the  c(2)i- 
sumer,  but  lessened. 

A  species  of  reasoning  is  emp4ojed  hj  the  tal* 
low^andlers,  which  must  be*  tallacious.  A 
pound  of  tallow  (say  they)  is  purchased  in'Rus'^ 
sia,  or  elsewhere,'! mpor ted  into  the  United  States, 
and  pays  one  cent  duty.  Ix  is  here  manuf||otured 
into  soa{K  exported  to  the  West  Indies,  and  et- 
changed  tor  a  pound  of  co0ee ;  which,  when  im» 
portci  into  the  Untied  States,  pays  fire  cents  duty ; 
therefdre  the  poond  of  tallow  pays^ix  cents- duty. 
Now,  this  iDode  of.  reasoning,  it  not  convincing, 
is  at  least  coavenieAt;  bat  it  is  soniethiBg  like 
that  of  the  boy,  In  the  story  book,  who  counted 
his  chickens  before  his  eggs  Were  hatched. '  B  ver^ 
possible  case  may  be  supposed :  a  pair  of  silx 
stockings  may  be  purchased  in  France  for  'one 
dollar ;  imported  into  the  United  •States/  pay  10 
cents  duty,  be  exported  to  Madeira,  exchanged  for 
a  gallon  of  wine,  whfch,  when  imported,  i^uld 
pay  a  doty  of  one  dollar;  tbesefore,  according  to 
this  reasoning,  a  pair  ot  silk  stockings,  purchased 
for  one  dollar,  would  pay  91  1^  di^ty.  Any  es- 
timate or  calculation,  founded'  on  ^uch  a  basis* as 
this,  may^  and  probably  would,  fail; 

It  is  said,  by  the  memorialists  of  New  York 
and  Baltimore,  that  all  tallow,  lor  a  long  time 
nast.  iairoduced  into  this,  from  foreign  "countries, 
has  been  attended  with  a  heavy  Iqps  to  the  im- 
porter. If  it  be  80^  it  would  certainly  be  for  the 
advantage  of  the  importer  if  the  importation  was 
prohkkated.  And  if  it*  be  so,  the  prohibition  of 
importation  wonid  certainly  be  advantageous  to 
the  nation  $  for,  if  we  import  at*a  loss,  the  bss  is 
to  the  nation  as  well  as  to  the  individuals  who 
import  We  buy  of  Russia  much  more  than  we 
sell  to  her.  Therefore,  that  hranch  of  trade  is  not 
to  be  oarticularly  favored>  The  same  cannot  be 
said  ot  oil ; .  for,  although  the  Whale  fishery  may 
be  prosecuted  ti  a  loss  to  the  ship-owner,  and  the 
seamen  may  J>e  inadequately  remunerated  for  their 
labors,  yet  the  gain  is  the  result  of  labor — of  la- 
bor which  tak^  from  the  ocean  a  mass  of  useless 
matter,  gives  it  a  value,  brings  it  into  active  oper- 
ation for  the  use  and  comfort  of  man,  or  as  an 
article  of  commerce,  or  a  mean  of  exchange.  The 
loss  is  to  the  individual  who  engages  in  the  fishe- 
ry— the  gain  is  to  the  nation. 

The  tallow-chandlers  say  that  candles  are  nearly 
poshed  oiit  of  use  by  the  excessive  importation  of 
oil.    "  It  is  (^y  they)  not  probable  that  there  is 


*  more  than  a  tenth  part  of  the  candles  used  io 

*  our  country  that  there  used  to  be;  and  we  judge 
'  from  our  own  experience  that  not  one-twentieth 
'  part  the  quantity  is  exported."  They  certainly 
must  have  been  in  the  dark  when  they  made  this 
estitnate.  There  never  has  been  over  50,000  bar* 
rels  of  sperm _6ii  consumed  in  otie  year  in  the 
United  States.  Of  this  quantity,  af^er  deducting 
for  lighchouses,  the  lighting  of  streets,  and  what 
is  used  for  wool  and  -in  manufactories,  30,000 
barrels  n^y  be  left  for  the  use  of  families,  shops, 
&c. ;  allow  six  persons  to  a  family,  10,000,000  of 
people  give  one  million  and  two-tnirds  of  a  mil- 
lion of  families — those  who  use  oil  will  average 
ten  gallons  to  a  family  ;  30,000  barrels  will,  there- 
fore, supplv  but  90,000  familiesy'  leaving  nearly 
1,577,000  iamilies  to  use  tallow  candles;  this 
^hoWs  that  only  5^  per  cf nt.  of  the  families  use 
oil,  leavioff  94^  per  cent  of  the  familieslo  be  sop- 
plied  with  light  la  some  other  mode  ^  if  the  asser- 
tion of  the  tallow-chandlers  be  true,  most  of  oor 
people  must  do  without  li?fat. 

*  squally  are  (hey* mistaken  (as  I  think)  as  to 
their  numerical  superiority  over  the  whale  fisher- 
men. During  the  last  year  there  were,  in  the 
United  States,  about  150 -ships  em plo^red  in  the 
sperm  whale  fishery,  and  50  in  the  right  whale 
fishery ;  each  of  these «hips  was  manned  with  22 
hands~-«8ry  4,400  seamen  in  the  whole. 

The  whotb  population,  directly  interested  in  the 
whale  fishery,  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than 
30,000.  The  tallow-chandlers  say  that  "  imported 
tallow  is  not  fit  to  hb  manufactured  into  candles 
for  exportation,  or  for  home  consumption ;"  of 
course  it  6an  make  no  difference.to  them,  so  far 
as  the  manufacture  of  candles  is  concerned.  But 
they  say  "  an  increased  duty  will  prevent  its  man- 
t|facture  and  limit*the  export."  It  is  evident  that 
they  wish  to  keep  down  the  price  of  tallow,  and 
therefore  their  interest  is  at  variance  with  the  in* 
teres!  of  the  erowers  of  cattle. 

Should  it  be  admitted  that  all  th^  evils  which 
the  tallow-chandlers  apprehend  would-be  realized, 
yet  they  find  a  remedy  in  the  drawback,  and  the 
allowance  of  the  drawback  reduces  the  protection 
to  whalemen  to  almost  nothing.  I  do  not  know 
but  that  I  ought  to  move  that  the  section  which 
allows  the  drawb&ck  should  be  stricken  from  the 
bill: 

They  obtain,' by  that  section,  75  per  cent,  of  the 
duty  on  the  export  of  the  article.  I  am  aware 
that  much  may  be  said  about  the  frauds  which 
tnay  be  practised  on  the  revenue — t  do  not  pre- 
tend to  deny  but  that  frauds  may  be  committed  ; 
every  article  embraced'  in  the  bill  is  liable  to  the 
same  objection ;  if  the  whole  community  are 
rogues,  there  is  no  question  but  that  many  frauds 
may  be  successfully  attempted  ;  but  if  these  tallow- 
chandlers  are  what  they^  represent  themselves  to 
be,  (and  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  question  their 
assertions,)  but  little  danger  on  this  score  is  to  be 
apprehended — if  they  are  not,  they  ought  not  to 
receive  the  benefit  of  the  drai^back. 

An  increased  duty  on  tallow  would  more  im- 
mediately promote  the  interests  of  the  growers  of 
cattle;  by  the  farmer,  the  efiect  would  be  felt  at 
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once,  while  the  benefit  to  the  fishery,   though 
equally  sure,  would  be  mofe  remotp. 

The  interests  of  the  whale  fishery,  and  of  agri- 
culture, are  insepatably'connected ;  this  connexion 
will  clearly  appeait,  if  the  following  circumstances 
are  considered :  Nothing  is  used  m  the  constrttc- 
tion  of  the  whale  ships  but  what  is  obtained  from 
the  farmers,  with  the  exception  of  iron,  duck,  and 
cordage. 

The  timber  is  obtained /rom  the  wootHands  of 
the  farmer.  The  plank  are  sawed  at  his  mills. 
His  teams  are  employed  in  the  transportation  of 
the  timber  and  plank — a  transportation  frequently 
of  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty 'miles.  A  ship  going 
round  Cape  Horn  requires  from  100  to  150  barrels 
of  beef  and  pork,  150  barrels  of  fiour,  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  peas,  beans,  cheese,  butter,  rice, 
corti,  dbc.  I  supplies  not  drawn  from  a  small  ter- 
ritorial space^  but  from  a  wide  country.  Staves 
and  hard  pine  boards  for  heading  are  dbtained  al- 
most exclusively  from  the .  South,  particularly 
from  Georgia  and  the  Carol  in  as. 

In  the  construction  of  the  ships  the  services  of 
a  numerous  class  of  mechanics  are  required,  viz : 

Ship-.wrights,  ship-joiners,  caulkers,  riggers, 
blockmakers,  sailmakers,  blacksmiths,  lK>at-build- 
ers,  painters,  dbe. 
All  these  mechanics  areied  by  the  farmersl 
Another  branch  of  mechanical  industry,  not 
much  required  in  other  vessels,  is  in  cbn^tan^re- 
quisition  for  the  service  of  the  fishery,  viz:  tbtit 
of  coopers,  in  manufacturing  the  casks  necessary 
to  contain  the  oil  which  is  obtained  in  the  whale 
voyages. 

The  manufacture  of  iron  hoops  A>r  the  casks 
has  already  become  a  great  and  profitable  branch 
of  manufacturings  labor.  Twelve  hundred  tons 
are  said  to  be  ai$nuaiiy  required. 

Numbers  of  coasting  vessels  are  constantly  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  th*e  whafe  shjps.  First, 
m  bringing  from  New  York,  and  (he  States  fur- 
ther South  the  floor  and  provisions  for  "feeding 
the  crew,  and  in  the^  transportation  of  staves, 
boards,  &c.;  antt  then  in  transporting  the  oil 
along  the  coast  to  supply  the  lighthouses,  and  the 
towns  and  cities  on  the  Atlantic. 

Hemp,  iron,  and  duck,  pay  high  duties  to  the 
revenu^  as  also  the  molasses,  sugar,  tea,  coffee, 
liquors,  &c.,  which  are  used  for  ship  stores. . 

The  mind,  in  pursuing  the  business  created 
by  this  fishery  into  all  its  ramifications,  is  lost  in  ut- 
ter astonishment  at  finding  such  a  vast  variety  of 
interests  to  be  involved  in  it,  add  such  an  equal 
diffusion  of  its  benefits ;  uot  enriching  monopolists, 
but  bringing  plenty  to  the  door  of  the  farmer,  the 
mechanic,  the  manufacturer,  and  the  merchant; 
not  paying  a  miserable  stipend  of  monthly  .wages 
for  the  toils,  the  dangers,  the  sufferings,  the  sick- 
ness, and  the  lives  of  our  noble-hearted  and  Inval- 
uable seamen,  but  aamittlng.them  to  share  the  pro- 
fits as  well  «s  the  dangers  of  their  long  and  ad- 
venturous voyages.  The  oil  is  shared  in  certain 
proportions  by  the  ship-owners,  masters,  mates, 
seamen,  and  boys.  The  interest  is  common.  The 
profit  is  common.  The  loss  is  common.  There 
is  certainly  no  branch  of  navigation  or  manufac- 


tures* which,  according  to  ^he  capital  employed^ 
requires  so  much  labor  as  this.     . 

The  memorialists  of  New  Bedford  and  Nan- 
tucket expect  no  relief,  unless  it  shall  appear,  after 
a  full  examination,  that  it  would  be  for  the  national 
interest  that  they  should  be  relieved. 

Every  day's  experience  prov^s^  that  it  is  to  our 
Navy  we  must  look  for  the  prote<^tion  of  ojir  com- 
merce. .  ,  >  .    * 

That  Navy,  to  be  efiSci^t,  mnst  be  manned  by 
young,  hardy,  and  active  seamen.  As  a  nur^y 
df  such  seamen  this  fishery  is  invaluable.  Every 
whale  ship  takes  from  six  to  nine  green  hands ; 
and,  after  bne  voyage,  returns  then^  finished  sea- 
men, made  so,  sir,  by  the  tpog-and  4^nttnuous  vojr- 
age,  and  bv  the  sober,  correct,  and  steady  disci- 
mme  "which  universally  prevail^  in  these  ships. 
They  ,are  returned  witn  untaio'ted  morab)  and 
with  qualities  peculiar  and  sreat ;  yet,  sir,  g<reat. 
It.  requires  no  ordinary  resolution  to  unfurl  the 
sail  to  the  winds  of  heaven  $  to  separate  from  per- 
sons and  objects  made  dear  by  association,  con- 
nexion,* and  family  ties;  to  abandon  for  years  the 
face  of  civilization — theijr  ship  their  world,  with 
nothing  around  them  but  the  wide  waste  of  waters ; 
f  Thsir  mnrch  ypon  t^e  mountain  wmvs, 
•  Their  home  up»a  the  decip." 

It  is  by  long  separation  fr^m  accnstoaed. asso- 
ciations, that  men  acquire  that  habitude  of  thought 
and  of  action,  which  qualifies  them  for  the  employ- 
ment to  which,  they  -are  destined.  The  seamen 
nurtured  in  this  employment  are  the  hardiest,  the 
boldest,  the  most  ad  venturous,  the  mo»treQter  prising 
ia  the  world.  Without  questiouj  they  surpass  aU 
others.  The  nature  of  their  employment  stimu- 
lates and  strenffthens'qualtueflT  the  most,  rare,  and 
jihe  most  valuable.     '        \ 

It  is  not  by  creeping  along  our  coast,  or  dodging 
into  a  port  Ai  the  West  Indies,  or  performing  a 
fair-weather  voyage  to  Europe,  that  ..seamen  are 
made.  In  this  fishery  the  very  boys  are  fashioned 
into  heroes :  th^  are  inured:  to  danger  in  its  direst 
form«  The  man  who  can  steer  a  boat  upon,  or 
strike  a  harpoon  into  a  whale,  caanoi  be  a  coward ; 
courage  is  as.necessj^ry  to  him  as  the  air  to  life, 
and  not  only  courage  but  coolness  and  presence  of 
mind,  i^urtured  on  the  ocean,  he  is  familiarized 
to  its  dan^rs ;  no  circumstance  can  disconcert,  no 
disasters  mtimidate  him.  The  hqrrors  of  a  sea 
fight  have  no  terrors  for  the  whaiemai^;  he  is  con- 
stantly enffaged*  in  fights,  which  render  the  puny 
efforts  of  hostile  maq  but'  sport  to  him.  Some  of 
these  seainen  were  in  the  E^sex^  and  was  the  gal- 
lant commander  of  that  ill-fated  ship  now  t)resent, 
he  could  tell  you  sir,  that,  during  that  horrible 
scene  at  Valparaiso,  when  he  stood  on  his  deck 
knee  deep  in  blood  and  carnage^  when  his  men 
were  falling  in  massed  around  him,  until,  to  use 
the  words  of  Mr.  Madison,  "hiitnaanity  tore  down 
the  colors  which  valor  had  nailed  to  the  mast"-^— 
he  could  tell  you  sir,  that,  during  this  disastrous 
time,  during  this  scene  of  horrors,  he  found  no 
traver  spirits  in  his  ship  than  the  whalemen  of 
^ew  England. 

A  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cambre- 
LENGj  in  a  speech  with  which  he  ftrvored  this 
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Committee,  a  few  days  smce,  on  the  general  mer- 
its of  this  bill,  has  appropriated  the  splendid,  eu- 
logium  pronoanced  by  £dmund  Burke,  in  the 
British  Farliament,  1774,  to  our  ancestors  gener- 
ally, ^nd  to  our  cotDmerce  generally.  ■  It  was ' 
hardly  fair  in  him.  hostile  as  he  is  to  the  interests  of 
the  whalemen  [Mr.  CasKireleiio  denied  that  he 
was  hoetiie  to  them.    Mr.  Baylies  expressed  his 
satisfaction  to  find  it  so,  and  continued] — I  say, 
sir,  that  this  beautiful  effusion  of  eloquence  was 
elicited  from  Bprke  on  the  subject  •of  the  whale, 
fishery,  when  tbe^fishery  was  confined  to  Nan- 
tucket apd  New  Bedford..  It  will  weU  bear  re-* 
peating^  and  with  the  indulgence  of  the  Commit- 
tee.I  will  repeat  it.  .  .      * 

Mr.  Batlisb  then  read  an  extract  from  Burke's 
speech  fin  conciliation  with  America : 

"As  to  the  wealth  which  -  the  xwrfoiriet  have  drawn 
from  the  sea  by  their  fisheries,  you  had  all  tha(  matter 
fiiUj  opened  at  your  bar. 

"  You  fiurelj^  thought  those  acquisitive  of  value :  for' 
they  even  seemed  to<  excite  your  envy ;  and  fet  the 
ipidt  by  which  that  enterprising  employme;it  has  been 
exercise^  ought  rather,  in  my  opinion,  to  have  raised 
yonr  esteem  and  admiration.  And  pray,  sir,  what  in 
the  worid  is  equal  to  it  ?  Pass  by  the  other  parts,  and 
look  at  the  manner  in  which  the  people  of  New  Eng- 
land have  of  late  carried -on  the  whale  fishery.'  Whilst 
■  we  follow  tb em' among  the  turablingmohhtainif  of  ice, 
and  behol'dl  them  penetrating. into  the  deepest  frozen 
feceesesof  Hudson's  Bay  and  Da  vis's  49traits;  whUst 
we  are  looking-for  them* beneath  the  arctic  circle—- we 
hear  that  they  havft  pierced  info  the  opposite  region 
of  polar  cold  ;  that  they  are  at  the  antipodes,  and  en- 
gaged under  the  frozen  serpent  of  the  Souths  Falk- 
land Islands,  which  seemed  too  remote  and  romantic 
an  object  for  the  grasp  of  national  ambitipn»  is  but  a 
stage  and  resting  place  in  the  progrMtf  o(  theii  victo- 
rious indastry. 

"Koris^the  equinoctial  heat  more  discouraging  <(o. 
them  than  the  accumulated  Winter  of  both  the  poles. 
We  know  that,  whilst  some  of  them  draw  the  line,  and 
strike  the  harpoon,  on' the  coast  of  Africa,  others  run 
the  longitude,  and  pursue  their  gigantic  game  along 
the  coast  of  Bras^.  No  sea.  hnt  what  is  vexed  by 
their  fisheries.  No  climate  that  is  not  witness  to  th^r 
toils. 

**  Neither  the  perseverance  of  Holland,  nor  the  sictiv* 
ity  of  Fr^noe,  nor  tiie  dexterous  and  firm  sagacity  of 
English  enterprise,  ever  carried  this  mos^  perilous 


compaes.  The  range  of  their  enterprise  is  limited 
only  by  the  limits  of  the  world.  They  now  pur- 
sue their  "gigantic  fame"  all  round  an  ocean 
which,  in  1774,  they  had  not  entered,  or  scarcely 
approached.*  Those  lonely  isles  in  the  -South  sea, 
on  "  ooeanb  bound,"  are  as  familiar  io  them,  more 
familiar,  than  the  Oitjc  /of  Washington.  Some- 
times they  majr  be  found  at  the  desolate  Masea* 
foero.  Sometimes  on  the  coast  of  California. 
Sometimes  ofT  (he  secluded  harbors  of  Japan. 
Sometimes  at  Madagascar.  Sometimes  at  -New 
Holland,  and  sometimes  at  that  horrible  region, 
lately  discorered,  called  New  Shetland,  the  clime 
of  eternal  Winter. 

This  fishery  began  very  early,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Nantucket,  in  open  boats.  In  1774,  it  was  what 
Burk6.  described  it  to  be.  With  its  present  (Condi- 
tion, the  Committee  are  acquainted. 

It  has  |;rown  to  its  piesent  greatness  without 
patronage,  without  bounty,  without  proteetioQ,  al- 
most without  notice. 

•For  protection,  the  whalemen  have  never  asM. 
While  ^subsistence  was  to  be  derived  from  their 
employipent^  they  never  obtruded  themselves  i|pon 
the  Government.  ^Contented  with  the  eains  of 
their  "  hard  industry,','  they  persisted  in  this  coarse 
until,  .to  use  the  lauguage  of  the  New  York  and 
Baltimore  memorialists,  they  ^ound  themselves 
."half  ruined,"  and,  to  prevent  tojlal  ruin,  jhey 
hava  presented  their  grievances  to  the  nfttion. 

Much  complaint  has  been  made  by  the  tallow- 
chandlersL  that  they  hare  selected  three  particular 
y^rs  to  show  the  ezcessiva.importation  of  foreign 
tallow.  The  xeddction  of  oil  to  its  present  ruin- 
pus  ijrice^  happened  precisely  at  the  time  when 
that  importation  was  made.  When  they  felt  the 
^vii,  they  complained,  and.  not  till  then. 

So  iolportant  l^as  thie  branch  of  navjffation  been 
deemed  by  4he  maritime  nations  of  fiTurope,  that 
Americans  are  sometimes  tempted  to  leave  their 
^mes,  and  to  iftvail  themselves  *of  the  great  ad- 
vantages arisipg  from  the  system  of  bounties  with 
which  it  is  protected  ther^.      ^ 
r  Many- of  the  English  whaling  ships  are  com- 
manded by  Americans.    The  South  sea  whale 
fie)ier^  was,  t  believe,  established  at  Milford  Ha- 
ven, in  England,  by  an  American.    iPrevious  to 
x<usii.a  e««rpr.«,,  crrr  warncu  ^»  u.u.v  |^«.uu.    ^hc  Commencement  of  the  French  revolution,  the 
mede  of  hardy  industry  to  the  extent  to  whidh  it  has    Governmentof  France  foreseeing  the  ereat  ad van- 


ta{;e  which  would  result  from  the  establishment  of 
this  £shery  in  that  kingdom,  held  out  such  freat 
inducements  in  bounties,  that  a  colony  of  whale- 
men emigrated  fi om.  Nantucket  and  New  Bedford, 
and  established  themselves  at  Dunkirk,  where  the 
fishery  was  prosecuted  successfully,  until,  in  the 


been  poshed  by  this  recent  people ;  a  people  who  are 
still,  as  it  were,  in  the  gristle,  and  pot  yet  hardened 
into  the  bone  of 'manhood/' 

Thus  did  that  most  illustrious  statesman  speak 
in  the  British-  Parliament,  of  this  fishery  in  1774, 

when  it  had  not  attained,  in  any  degr^,  to  its  pre-  ,  ..         , 

sent  magnitude,  whetker  considered  in  reference    progress  of  the  r^olution,  property  becad^  inse- 


to  the  capital,  tonnage,  number  of  seamen,  or  the 


length  and  duration  of  the  voyages.    The  flight  <  annihilation.    They  then  abandoned  the  pursuit, 
of  an  imagination  which  seemed  to  pervade  the  ^'^^^  -^♦..-^-.i  ♦^  a»«<.*;a« 


whole  circle  of  human  existence,  did  not*  waft  hfs 
mind  to  the  points  to  which  thesa  enterprising, 
these  adventurous  navig;ators,  have  attained.  In- 
stead of  stopping  at  the  Falkland  Islands,  or  the 
polar  ices  of  the  South,  the  all-creating  imagina- 
tion of  Burke  could  scarcely  have  followed  them 
along  th£  long  track  of  waters  which  they  now  en- 


cure,  and  ilie  French  marine  was  threatened  with 


and  returned  to  America. 

Europe  strives  to  alter  the  course  of  nature,  by 
calling  oack  the  descendants  of  those  whom  she 
had  forced*  from  her  bosom.  Europe  strives  to 
lure  to  her  shores,  by  favors  and  facilities,  protec- 
tion and  bounty,  a  race  of,  men  whose  value  is 
well  known  there.  Could  we  witness  their  de- 
parture without  inquietude  ?    Could  we  witness 
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the  decay  and  ruin  of  this  fishery-,  whieh,  loog 
ago,  the  illostrioDs  Borke  declared  to  he  unequalled 
in  this  world,  without  regret,  without  deep  r^ret  ? 
This  is  their  first  applicatioQ  to  their  own  Gov- 
ernment. The  application  embraces  not  a  soli- 
tary interest ;  not  the  interest  of  the  shipowners 
and  seamen  only,  but  the  ii^terest  of  the  farmer, 
the  mechanic,  and  the  manufacturer. 

I  trust  the  protection  which  this  bill  nroposea 
will  be  granted.  It  is  small — it  ts  «maU  indeed ; 
but  it  is  something — something  winch  will  carry 
to  the  whalemen  an  assurance  that  this  Grorern- 
ment,  protecting,  as  it  does,  all  other  interests, 
will  not  be  Entirely  regairdless  of  theirs. 

When  Mr.  Baylies  had  ooncKided-^ 

Mr.  Oambreleng,  pf  New  York,  rose  in  reply, 
and  contended  that  the  proposed  duty,  if  granted, 
would  not  be  at^y  relict  to  those  eneaged^in  the 
fisheries.  He  stated  the  operation  of  the  duty  to 
be  nugatory,  because  .a  drawback  is  allowed  by 
the  bul  on  exported  soap  aqd  candles,  and  the 
whole  amount  of  imported  tallow,  (about  a  mil- 
lion of  tK)iuids,)  is  How  made  into  soap  *and  can- 
dles for  exportation — so  that  the  QoTemment 
would  collect  the  duty  with  one  hand  and  pay  it 
back  in  drawback  with  the.  other. 

Mr.  li^EBSTER,  of  Massachusetts,  went  fully 
into  an  exposition  of  the  facts  of  the  case ;  showed 
why  the  Radian  tallow  is  cheaper,  its  use  inrthe 
manufacture  of  soap — ^the  amount  exported,  the 
benefit  of  its  use  to  the  manufacturer,  anjd  the 
gain  to  the  country.  He  then  went  on  to^how 
that  the  benefits  of  the  duty  to  the  whalemen  and 
oil  dealers  would  be  very  douStAil,  and  would  by 
no  means  compensate  for  the  loss  of  exports, 
which  must  be  its  efiect    He  showed  that  the  'pro- 

Sised  drawback  would  be  of  oo  use  to  the  manu- 
cturer,  being  paid  to  the  importing  merchant  3 
and  if  it  were,  it  could  not  "be  estxmi^,  because 
the  import  is  m  tallow,  and  the  export  chiefly  in 
soap.  He  remarked  with  severity  on  the  doctrine 
that  a  balance  resulting  from  a  comparison  of  the 
amount  of  imports  ana  exports  to  any  particular 
country,  shows  whether  we  gain  or  lose  by  trade 
with  that  country — ^t^hich  he  denoi^inated  jargon 
and  nonsense.  We  ^port  nothing  to  the  South 
Seas,  and  bring  back  great  fimounts  irom  therp; 
80  the  balance  of  the  ^rade  is  against  us.  Is  it 
therefore  a  losing  trade? 

Mr.'LivEBMORE,  of  New  Hampshire,  spoke -in 
favor  of  retaining  the  duty :  he  did  not.  think  that 
the  manufacture  should  be  prot^ted  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  fanner  and  the  fisherfnan..'  If  you 
keep  the  mean  toilow  out  of  the  market^  you  aid 
the  farmer ;  for  hiti  tallow  goes  to  supply  its  place : 
and  at  the  next  step  you  ben'efit  the  fisherman, 
because  his  oil, goes  to  supply  the  place  of  the 
farmer's  tallow.  This  may  be  an  ipjury  to 
the  tallow  chandlers ;  but  then  the  whole  bill  il 
built  on  that  principle,  and  if  one  is  smitten  by 
it,  he  must  stfixe  his  next  neighbor. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  replied  to  Mr. 
Webbter,  and  stated,  the  .claims  of  the  whale- 
men to  the  protection  of  this  country.  He  ob8er7- 
ed  that  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  were  almost 
fuined  by  the  Revolutionary  war^  that  in  1783, 


tlie  British^  sensible  of  the  great  value  of  siidh 
seamen,  ofiered  very  liberal  bounties  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  Nantucket  to  go  either  to  Great  Britain 
or  tb  settle  in  their  colonies  in  this  country.  That 
the  French  nation,  through  Marquis  de  Lafay- 
ette, madfe  very  liberal  offers  also ;  that  both  offers 
had  been  rejected,  a  few  instances  only  excepted  ; 
that,  while  England,  France^  and  Holland  had 
paid  heavy  bounties  in  aid  of  their  whale  fish- 
eries, our  whale  fishery  had  been  prosecuted 
successfully,'  unaided  by  the  Gov^rnm^nt — ^it 
had,  indeed/  paid  4>eaVy  taxes  to  the  Govein- 
ment.  He  added  that  he  was  probd  of  the  fact ; 
that  it  wa&  an  example  worth  reeardinff  in  our 
history,  Slc.  ,He  obiected  to  the  drawback  on 
candles,  because  of  their  coAfessedly  bad  quality^ 
they  being  so  bad  as  to  render  it  disgraceful  to 
offer  them  at  home.  -Mr.  R.  went  into  a  calcuha- 
tioa  to  show*  that  lam  quantities  of  our  owa 
tallow  as  well  as  the  foreign  went  into  the  so^p 
exported.  He  showed  ^ow  muoh  greater  the 
'  amount  9f, the  interests  to  be  protected  in  the  case 
of  the  whalemen  was  than  in  that  of  the  tallow 
chandlers— one  employed  50,000  tons  of  shipping,* 
the  other  but  4  or  5,000,  &c. 

Mr.  Webster  replied  to  the  argument  of  Mr. 
Reed,  an^  contended  tbat,  if  the  duty  is  to  do 
any  good,  it  must  be  by  prohibition,  and  in  that, 
case  the  Russian  tallow  onlv  goes  to  England, 
and  aids  the  English  tallow  cnandlers  against:Our 
own. 

Mr.  Livermore  maintained  that  the  English 
manufacturer  would  not  gain  so  much  as  was  con- 
tendedf  because •  he  must  still  import  his  pot  and 
p<^rl  ash.  Soap,  with  the  additional  duty,  may 
be  made  as  cheap  in  the  United  States  as  in  Eng- 
land, though  with  less  profit  to  the  manufactu- 
rers, &c. 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  duty,  and 
went  into  an  extensive  calculation  to  show  that, 
^s  much-more  tallow  was' ^^orted  in  a  manufac- 
-tured  form  than 'was  ii^iported,  the  prohibition 
would  be  impolitic.  He  dreaded  the  temptation 
to  fraud,  and  deprecated  the  creation  of  a  necessity 
for  the  English  system  of  guards  against  evasions 
of  the  revenue,  &c. 

Mr.  Ton  replied  to  the  various  arguments  urged 
against  the  duty — urged  that  the  one  class  of  me- 
morialists was  entitled  to  as  much. credit  as  the 
other,  though  it  did  not  seem  to  to  be  granted  to 
them.  That  large  quantities  of  the  inferior  tallow 
imported,  were  used  in  the  manufacture  of  can- 
dles, ,He  tebutted  the  imptacticability  of  a  draw- 
back, by  the  fact  that  a  drawback  of  the' duty  on 
imported  molasses  is  allowed  on  the  export  of  rum. 
He  replied  to  the  argument  from  the  probability 
of  fraud,  by  showing  that  before  drawback  could 
be  claimed,  the  amount  of  tallow  imported  by  the 
same  individual  must  b^proved.  He  insisted  on 
the  disproportion  of  the  imported  and  exported 
tallow.  He  retorted  some  reflections  of  Mr.  Wk9- 
8TER,  on  the  doctrine  of  the  balance  of.  trade;  he 
quoted  the  advice  of  Lord  Bacon — adverted  to  the 
policy  of  England,  and  declared  his  determina- 
tion to  adhere  to  "jargon,''  which  had  raised  that 
empire  to  the  summit  of  wealth  and  power.    The 
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wbale  fisheries  were  in  imminent  danger,  and 
without  protection  iQUst  decHne  if  not  perish ;  we 
give  them  no  bounty,  *and*they  now;  for  the  first 
time,  ask  a  small  protection,  'dbc. 

Mr.  Webster  rejoined-^xplinned  some  of  the 
grounds  he  had  bdbre  taken ;  and  further  enlarged 
on  the  doctrine  respecting  the  balance  of^trade. 
He  protested  against  the  authority  of  Bacon,  in 
the  reign  of  James  1,  (the  era  of  monopolies,  find 
erery  thing  contracted  and  ridiculous  in  commer- 
cial matters,)  and  referred  to  the  inrprorement 
which  bad  been  the  resplt  of  two  cen.turies.  -  The 
▼alue  of  trade  was  not  altered  by  its  befng  ^ir- 
cuitous—prorided  it  was  profitable  in  the  end,  the 
mote  circuitous  and  muuiftrious  in  its  intenpe- 
^iate  stages  the  better  for  the'  interests  of  navi- 
gation. 

Mr.  Reed  spoke  in*  reply.  Mr.  Foot  stated 
facte.  Mr.  Tod  corrected  some  misunderstand- 
iog  j  and  the  debate  was  further  protracted  be- 
tween Messirs.  Mbrcer,  Tod;  Webster,  Reed, 
and  CAiiBRt:LEMa,  till  past  four  o'clock ;  twhen 
the  qaestioli  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  duty, 
and  lost — ayes  52,  noes  84. 

Mr.  WebsI'er  mored  to  amend  the  6th  section, 
by  striking  our,' id  the  fourth  and  fifth  lines,  the 
words  "  6y,  /br,  or  an  accouM  of  the  person  or  persons 
importinff  the  xme,"  [The  whole  section  reads  as 
follows:] 

"  8ic.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there 
tb«U  be  albwed  a  drawback  of  e^Yenty-five  p^r  cen- 
tom  of  the  dotiee  by  this  act  imposed  on  tallow,  which 
nay  be  inano|a6tur^d  intocandiVs  orfeioap,  if/ ^  for,  or 
on  account  of  the  person  or  persons  importing  the 
same,  upon  the  ezportatiolf  thereof  within  ninejnonths 
after  the  said  ioifwrtation,  and  in  the  manner  preacrib^ 
ed  by  the  act,  entitled  'AA  act  to  allow  drawback  of 
duties  on  spirits  distilled  and  aagar  refined  within  the 
United  States,  and  /or  othdr  parposea,'  so  far  as  the 
same  miy  be  applicable,  and  under  such  mles  and 
re^ulatioos  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  <^ 
the  Treasury." 

fiefore  this  amendment  yeas  acted  upon,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourxxed. 


Satiirdat,  March  20. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vance,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  adequate  to  th^  extinguishment 
of  reservations  granted  to  certain  Cherokee  In- 
dians, within  the  limits  of  North  Carolina  and 
Tennessee., 

Mr.  BreOk,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  recommitted,  reported  an  amenament 
to  the  resolution  formerly  reported  to  the  House, 
authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  Portrait  of  Wash- 
ington, so  as  to  make4t  read  as  follows : 

Sesolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represenia' 
tives  of  the  united  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  President  of  the  United  St^tea 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  procure  from  Rem- 
brandt Peale,  of  Philadelphia,  a  painting  (to  l)^  placed 
in  (he  Capitol)  of  Washington,  on  horsebick,  on  a 
canvaia  of  not  less  than  eighteen  feet  high,  and  thir- 


teen wide ;  the  middle  and  back  grounds  to  contain 
a  representation  of  the  battle  of  Princeton,  or  such 
other  appropriate  scenery  aa  tile  President  shall  direct : 
Provided,  The  same  can  be  obtained  for  a  sum  not 
exceeding  Ihree  thousand  dollars ;  and  that  the  said 
Peale  furnish  a  rich  gilt  frame  therefor,  at  least  &^ 
4eeB  inches  wide. ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  Committee  on 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  iDto* 
the  expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  act,, 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to,  and  to  i^mend 
9n  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  regulate  the  collection 
Of  .duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,^  passed  March 
2d,  1799,  and  for  pther  purposes^"  approved  the 
1st  Marrch^  1823,  as  allows  a  discount  on  cash 
payment  for  duties  on  goods, 'wares,  and  mer^ 
chandise,  imported. 

A  bill  from  the  Semite,  "  for  the  feiief  6f  Noah 
Smith,  of  Maine,'^  was  twice  read^  luid  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel White,"  was  twice*  read,  and  cooAnitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  for  the  relief  of  Na- 
pier^'  Rapelye  and  Bennet,  and  Petray  and  Viel," 
-wns  twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  provide  for  the 
security  of  public  moneys  in  the  hands  of  mar- 
shals, clerks,  and  <  attorneys,  and  their  deputies," 
was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the. Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "to  alter  the  time  of  holding 
the  pistrict  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
District  of  Illinois,"  was  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

An  engrossed  bill,  '*  to  repeal  an  act  approved 
the  3d  March.  1823,  entitled  <An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  B,  Ho^n,' "  which  was  ordered  to 
a  third  reading  to-day,  having  .been  announced, 
Mr.  Owen  pf  Alabama^  mqved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table  for  further  deliberation,  but  Withdrew 
the  motion  to  give'  way  to  Mr.  Moore,  of  Ala- 
bama, who  moved  that  it  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole: 

Mr.  Hamilton,  who  had  moved  yesterday  for  its 
thirc^  reading  to-day,  explained  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  and  read  part  of  the  ^ct  intended  to 
be  repealed,  which,  he  contended,  went  to  excuse 
John  jB.  Hqgan  from  a  settlement  of  his  accounts 
to  an  indefinite  period.     • 

Mr«  McCoy  opposed  the  commitment. 

Mr.  HaAiilton  rejoined ;  and  the  motion  to 
commit  if 'to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  prevailed. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  Uniteid  States,  accompanied  by  a  report  from, 
the  :8ecretary  qf  State,  ^^enclosing  t;6pies  of  the 
correspondence  instituted  ^y  the  President  with 
foreign  Governments,  since  28th  February  1823, 
relative  to  the  African  Slave  Trade. 

THE  tAKIFF  BILL. 
The* House  then,  by  a  vote  of  93  to  19,  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  bill  ror  amend- 
ing the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports,  and, 
the  question  being  on  the  amendment  yesterday 
offered  by  Mr.  Webster,  to  the  6th  section,  Mr. 
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Tod  withdrew  his  objection  to  rt,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mrt  Webster,  the  section  wa§ 
Turther  amended,  by  striking  out  **  nine,"  In  the 
6th  line,  and  substituting  "  twelve,"  and,  on  mV 
tion  of  Mr.  Reed,  bv  striking  out  the  words 
*^  candles  or,"  in  the  4in  line. 

The  section,  as  finally  amended^  reads  a»  fol-' 
lows;  .       ' 

"  Sec.  6.  And  ht  it  further  hMcied,  l*hat  there 
shall  be  allowed  a  drawback  of  seventy-five  per  cen- 
tum of  the  duties  byt;)ii8  actiiDpo8e4  on  tallc^w,  which 
may  be  manafactured  into  soap,  upon  the  exportation 
thereof,  within  twelve  months  after  (he  said  importa^ 
tion,  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  allow  drawback  of  duties  on  Bpirits  dis- 
tilled, and  sugar  refined,  within  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  ^rposes,'  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  ap- 
plicable, and  under  su^  rules  and  regulations  as  may' 
be  preseribet)  by  the 'Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

Mr.  Breck  moved  to-  amend  the.  97th  Hne,  by 
excepting  the  article  of  t^ine  from  among  otheris 
on  which  five  cents  per  pound  duty  is  laid,  and 
adding  the  words  ''and  on  twine  ten  cents -per 
pound." 

Several  memorials  were  read. 

Mr.  Breck,  Mr.  Re^,  and  Mr.  Baylies,  made 
some  remarks  for  and  against  the  motion ;  9nd 
the  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to.        ...  . 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to>add,  after 
the  2^4th  line,  "  On  wines -now  subject  by  law  to 
a  duty  of  15  cents  per  gallon,  a  duty  of  25  cents 
per  gallon." 

Mr.  Trimble  stated  some  facts  in  relation  to 
the  reasons  which  induce4  Congress  to  lay  the  15 
cent  duty. 

Mr.  Foot  replied.  Mr.  Gurley  wished^  thai 
claret  wine  might  be  excepted,  as  it  wae  in  his 
country  generally  used,  even  by  the  pooif  and  la- 
boring classes. 

Mr.  Tod  supported  the  exceptioii. 

Mr.  Poinsett  wished  for  farther  information; 
dreading  the  moral  effect  of  driving  the  people 
from  wine  to  whiskey. 

Mr.  Clay  opposed  the  amendment,  as  being 
injurious  to  the  revenue,  and  the  naviffatitfe  in- 
terest, without  l)eing  beneficial  tp  any  brancn  of 
American  industry. 

Mr.  Webster  supported  the  same  view,  and 
thought  that  the.  duty  on  Madeira  wine  ought  to 
be  reduced  rather  than  augmented. 

Mr.  Hamilton  hoped. that  the  motion *would. be 
withdrawn.  He  believed  that. the  present  duty  on 
wine  required  a  judicious  revision,  out  this  did  not 
fairly  pertain  to  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Tod  replied. 

Mr.  Stj:wart  advocated  the  duty,  as  a  revenue 
duty.  He  compared  the  duties  on  salt,  sugar,  tea, 
d6c.,  with  this  on  wines,  and  contended  that  it 
was  out  of  all  proportion.  The  people  of  Lpui- 
siana  were  well  able  to  pay  the  duty,  &c. 

Mr.  Hamiuton  replied  to  Mr.  Tod,  whom  he 
understood  as  reflecting,  by  implication,  on  his 
motives,  as  being  aimed  at  delay.  ) 


Mr.  Tod  disavowed  all  sOch  implication ^  and 
pressed  a  speedy  decision^ 

Mr.  Cam«relbnq  agreed^  with  the  gaiuleman 
last  up ;  spoke  to  the  question  of  fraud,  and  asked 
for  facts' from  the  ^aover. 

Mr.  Foot  replied*  and  stated  several  particulars, 
aird  then  withdrewhis  motion,  to  ^ive  time  for 
farther  inquiry. 

Mr.  Merger  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
177th  line  by  stiiking  out  four  cents  (duty  on  tal- 
low) and  insei^ting  one  ceat. 

Mr.  Tod  objected  to  the  motion,  as  having  vir- 
tually i^een  passed  upon  by  the  decision  of  yester- 
day. 

The  Chair  pronounced  the  motioa  to  be  in 
order.       .  . 

Mr.  Mercer  supported  his  motion  by'quotations 
and  calculations  from  tbo.  documents  famished 
from  the  Departments,  *  and  reasoning  from  the 
practice  of  England.  /  '  ' 

Mr.  Reed  replied,  and  thought  this  qountry 
was  iji  such  dinerent  circumstanced  from  Great 
Britain  that  het  practfce  .did  not  fur&i^h  an  ex- 
ample.  . 

Mr,  Wayne  stated  a  number  of  facts  to  show 
the  injury  to  the  farmer  and  grazier  from  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  tallow,  mnd  hoped  that  one 
of  the  few  opportunities  to  benefit  the  farmer 
which  the  bill  contains  (to  which  bill,  however, 
he  was  a  friend)  would  not  be  neglected. 

Mr.^  MerceIi  spoke  in  answer  to  tl)e  opponents 
of  the  motion,  defended  the  ETngl^^h  precedents, 
and  contended  that,  if  the  duty  was  laid,  all  the 
Russian  tallow  would  stop  in  Elngland,  and  the 
EhgUsh  would  supersede* u»  in  the  South  Ameri- 
can trade.  The  duty,  he  contended,  would  not 
•affect  the  farmer,  as  what  was  imported,  ^ould 
be  immediately  exported  again.  He  jleprecated 
the  necessity  of  oaths,  derived  from  th«  collection 
of  the  duty,  unless  th^-system  of  «pablic  or  private 
warehousing  in  ase-in  Britain,  were  adopted,  to 
both  of  which  he  objected.  Tne  duty  would  pre^ 
sent  to  the  tallow  chandler  a  temptation  of  ^180,- 
000  a  year  to  fraud ;  and  when  fraud  is  intro- 
duced intot^ne.brsmch  of  the  revenue,  it  quickly 
spreads  into  all  branches.  Mr.  M.  concluded 
with  some  general  remarks  on  the^ system  of  the 
bill. 

Mr. "Wood,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, as  the  proposed  tax  would*  benefit  a  branch 
of.  industry  incomparably  more  valuable  than  the 
manufacture  of  soap  and  candles ;  it  was  the  right 
arm  of  the  nation  m  respect  b  her  marine  inter- 
est; while  it  enpourageii^ship  building,  it  furnish- 
ed th£  best  and  only  permanent  nursery  for  sea- 
men, dbc. 

Mr.  Tod  contended  thi^t  the  present  motion  was 
virtually  the  same  as  |hat  decided  yesterday. 

Mr.  Mercer  opposed  this  view,  and  explained. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  decide^  ia  the 
negative — ayes  49.  .  »      ^ 

Mr.  Mercer  then  moved  to  strike  out  four  and 
insert  two  cents. 

.  The  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative— ayes  62,  noes  112. 

Mr.  Cambrelenq  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in 
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the  40th  line,  "  on  hemp  two.  cents  per  pound,'' 
by  stiikine  out  two  and  inserting:  "^  one-and-a- 
half." 

Mr.  C.  objected  to  the  doty,  proposed,  as"  being 
a  mere  tax,  not  calculated  to  beoent  the  domestic 
product,  and  to  injure  the  manufacturers  of  that 
imported.  He  traced  the  course  of  legislation' on 
the  subject  for  thirty  years,  and  insisted  that  the 
use  of  native  hemp  had  retrograded  rather  than 
advanced.  The  British  duty  was  only  $21 — that 
now  proposed,  more  than  doubled- the  duty. ' 

On  motion-  of  Mr.  Rsao,  the  Committee  then 
xose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


MoNOAT,  March  22. 

Mr.  Buck  presented  a.  memorial  of  Captain 
A  Idea  Partridge,  accompanied  with  the  results  of 
sundry  experiments  on  the  ore  of  infantry  and  ar- 
tillery ;  which  was  relad,  and  referred  to  th^ Com- 
mit tee  of  the  whole  House  to  which  is  referred 
the  "  bill  to  aiithorize  the  President  of  the  Unite^ 
States,  to' cause  to  be  issued,  to  Captain  Alden 
Partrid^  £xed  ammunition,  and  for  other  pan- 
poses."  . 

Mr.  Whittl£bby,  from  the .  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Morris 
Goldsmith  and  Anthony  Roderick,  accompfinied 
with  a  bill  for  their  relief ;  which  was  read,  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  from  the  same  comihittee, 
also  made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Robert 
Blean,  accompanied^  with  a  J)ill  .for  his  relief; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  ^ 

The  8p£AK£a  laid  before  the  House  j^  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting^ 
incompliance  with  u  resolution  of « the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  8th  of  May.  1822,  copies 
of  all  the  correspondence  between  tW  Secretary 
and  the  banks  in  which  the  publie  moneys  were 
deposited^  from  the  1st  of  Janiiary,  1817,  to  the 
8cn  of  May,  1B22,  that  is  considered  as  included, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  terms  of  the 
resolution,  which  has  not  been  heretofore  com- 
municated to  the  House.    Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McLam£,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  aqt  for  the 
relief  of  Samuel  White,"  reported  the  same,  with- 
out amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com-" 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Merger  submitted^he  following : 

"  Resolved^  That  the  .Committee  on  Road*  and  Ca^ 
nab  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
connecting  the  property  of  the  United  States,  at  or 
near  Harper's  Ferry,  by  tha  erectipn  of  a  bridge  acrCws 
the  6henandoah»  at  or  Aeat  the  mouth  thereof." 

Themoirer  supported  the  resolution  by  a  few 
remarks,  when  tne  question  being  taken,  it  was 
adopted — ayes  62,  noes  55. 


ADJOURNMENT,  dtc. 
Mr.  Allen  called  up  the  joint  resolution  of- 
fered by  him -some  days. since,  respecting  an  ad- 
journment; bat  the  House  refused  to  consider  it — 
ayes  44,  noes  83. 


MrrRANodLPH  observed,  tbat  the  vernal  equi- 
nox was  now  passed,  and  ne  thought  it  was  ^iroe 
that  eve^y  member  who' did  not  intend  to  rely  on 
the  public  crib,  bat  to  feed  out  of  his  own  corn- 
house,  should  go  home  and  plant  his  corn ;  and 
he  hoped  tbat  the  honorable  member  from  Massa- 
chusetts would  continue  to  repeat  his  motion 
until  il  should  obtain  a  more  favorable  reception 
by  the  House.  The  protracted  sessions  of  Con- 
gress ^which,  however,  he  thanked  God,  could 
take  place  onfy  exery  other  year)  he  considered 
as  frauffbt  with  incalculable  mischief  They  ex- 
cluded from  ^he  public  service  an  itnpbrtant  an'd 
valuable  cUss  of  then. 

[Here  the  Speaker  interposed,  and  pronounced 
Mr.  R«'s  remarks  to  be  out  of  order,  inasmuch  as 
the  House  ha4  refused  to  consider  tne  resolution.] 

Mr.  R.  observed  that  he  had  intended  to  con- 
clude his^ofoservations  by  making  a  'motion  ;  but 
he  should  stand  corrected* 

Mr.  TA.TLoa  then  made  a  motion  to  alter  the 
hour  of  meeting  to  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  sup- 
ported his  motion  by  a  short  speech,  in  which  he 
adverted  to  the  amount  of  business  in  arrear,  and 
the  injurious  cen^ijuence  of  long  sessions. 

Mr.  Randolpb  again  cose,  and  said,  that  he 
'should  taka  the  liberty  which  the  gentleman  from 
New  York^seeihed  so  willing  to  take  himself,*  but 
to  refuse  io  otl^ers— Ino  uncommon  case — of  mak- 
ing some  observations  ofi  an  interdicted  subject. 
He  should,  in  the  selection  of  his  topics,  pursue 
his  own  liffht^,  hovrever  feeble,  without  availing 
himself  of  the  very  great  discernment,  sagacity, 
experience — (Jie  wished  he  could" enlarge  the  cata- 
logue)^—of  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  I, 
for  one,  said  ^r.  R.,  voted  for  the  repeal  *of  that 
preposterous  rule  which,  even  if  this  building  were 
on  fire,  prevented  the  House  from  adjourning  be- 
fore 4  o'clock,  and  I'  did  suppose  that,  in  its 
spirit,  it. wept  to  repeal  the  other  rule  on  the  same 
subject^  in  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Four  hours  per' diem 
Is  as  long  as  I,  nt  least,  am  able  to  endure — I  will 
not  say,  the  pestUential  atmosphere  of  this  House, 
but  an  ahhosphere,  such  as  nothing  but  the 
wretched  hnimals  plunged  in  the  Gketto  del  Cane, 
near  Naples,  v^ere  compelled  to  brea^e,  to  gratify 
the  laudable  curtdsity  of  the  verv  benevolent  phi- 
losophers of  modern  Europe.  I  hope  the  gentle- 
niitin's  motion  will  not  be  adopted — and  I  now 
give  notice,  that  I  mean  to  follow  up  bis  motion 
with  one  wKicb  relates  to  a  subject  which  requires, 
if  not  the  actual  cautery,  at  least  the  .knife — it  is 
a  motion  to  reduce  the  per  diem  allowance  of 
members  of  this  House,  to  what  it  was  wben  I 
firs!  had  the  hono^  of  a  seat  here,  and  which  I 
then  thought,  and  still  think,  as  a  per  diem  allow- 
ance, w/is  fixed  a  great  deal  too  high. 

If  the  present  system  is  suffered  to  continue,  in- 
stead of  naving,  in  Congress^  sreat  leading  pro- 
fessional men,  we  shalKhave  what  have  been  well 
dei;K>minated  the  merely  ibechanical,  the  instru- 
mental members  of  those  professions.  And,  as  to 
the  landed  interest,  how  can  we  expect  it  to  be 
represented,  wben  it  is  ruin  to  a  landed  man  to 
attend  here?    I,  for  one,  cannot,  sir,  consent  to 
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sit  here  for  so  many  months,  de  die  mdienij  for 
six  day4  in  the  week,  and  hear  nothing  but  the 
same  strain  forever  repeated.  It  is  enough,  sir,  io 
worry  the  patience  of  Job  himself.  J  shall  there- 
fore move  that,'  from  and^  after  the  ^end  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress',  the  per  diem  allow- 
ance of  members  be  six  (lol|ars,  and  the  allowance 
for  travelling  expanses  be  the  same  suAi  for  every 
twenty  miles  travelling.    . 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Tatloh's 
resolution,  and  carried.  *    ' 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  moved  the  following : 

*<  Reaohed,  Thaft  from  and  aiter  the  end  of  the 
pretent  seflsion  of  Congress,  the  per  diem  allowance  j 
of  meihben  shall  be  six  dollars^  and  six  dollars  for 
every  twenty  miles  travelling." 

This  resolution  he  desired  to  lay  on  the  table, 
and  he  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  up  its  con-  , 
sf deration  oh  Friday  next. 

The  question*  being  put  on  laying  the  resolve 
on  the  table,  it  ^as  qarried-^yes  80;'  noes  60.* 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL, 

Mr.  McLanb  movcid  to  postpone  all  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  to  take  up  tne  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  lB24.  The  ioaotio^  was  carried — 
ayes  84,  noes  68.  .         '     *  . 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  BIrtlett,  in  the  Chair,)  on  the 
consideration  of  the  above  bill,  and-  proceeded  to 
cDnnider  the  same,  item  by  ilem. 

Some  of  the  items  eave  rise  to  considerable  dis- 
cussion, particularly  that  which  proposes  to  appro- 
priate $225,000  for  ^^contingent  expenses,  inclu- 
ding all  extra  allowances."  In'  this  discussion, 
Messrs.  Cobb,  Cock%  McLane,  Taylor,  For- 
syth, and  others,  engaged.  , 

Mr.  Cocke  examined  in  detai)  the  expenditures 
under  this  head  during  the  past  year,  to  many  of 
which  he  took  exception, tand  particularly  to  the 
charge  for  travelling  expenses,  which  formed  a 
part  of  almost  every  account,  settled,  from  which 
ne  s^id,  it  would  appear  that  almost  the  whole 
Navy  of  the  United  Statea  was  consetiuently  em- 
ployed in  tra.velling  from  one  p^rt  gf  the  country 
to  another,  j'o  many  other  items  he  also  qbjected, 
particularly,  to  the  allowance  to  the  Navy  Agent 
at  New  York,  of  more  than  $7,000,  bnaer  this 
head,  whilst  he  was  largely  dndebted  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, &c« — to  M^ra  p$y,  house  rent,  &C.,  to 
surgeons,  recruiting  officers,  d&c.~to  the  payment 
of  $1,000  to  a  professional  gentleman  for  services 
of  Judge  Advocate ;  and  lastly,  to  the  expenses 
allowed  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  for 
ffoing  to  the  Eastward-,  some  time  about  the  New 
York  Races,  but  perhaps,  also, upon  other  business. 
Mr.  C.  concluded  by  moving  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priation for  this  item  to  an  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  which  he  afterwards  varied  to  an 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollarsv 

Mr.  McLane  replied  to  the  obje<$tioDs  of  Mr, 
Cocke,  by  statements  derived  from  officialpapers 
which  he  had  received,  in  reply  to  inquiries  made 
upon  the  subject  at  the  proper  offices  oy  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  although  he  himself 


thought  there  were  items  of  expenditure  under 
this  head  which  were  objectionahfe,  and  was  in- 
clined .  to  think  that  this  fund  had  not  been  ad- 
ministered as  it  ought  to  have  been.'  But  many 
of  these  items,  he. said,  had  always  been  allowed, 
and  were  indispensable — such  as  the  necesaarr 
expense  of  traveling  to  attehd  courts  martial,  fuel, 
quarters,  di£..  From  the  information  which  he 
had  reoeivea,  this  item  of  appropriation  was  subject 
to  the  payment  of  clerk-hire,.pmce-re9it,  stationery, 
transportation  of  munitions  of  war,  freight,  pilotp 
age,  wharfage,  storage,  abd  all  tho^  objects  of 
expenditure  pot  included  under  any.  sp^cinc  bead 
of  appropriation,  though  forming  collectively  an 
important' item.  If  there  we^^e  any  abuse  in  the 
.expenditure,  he  was  inclined  to  think  it  was  in 
allowing  travelling^  expenses  to  officers  who  are 
not  ordered  on  speefal  service,  but  merely  to  join 
their 'ships.  If  that  w'ere  forbidden,  it  would  re- 
duce the  amount  perhaps  some  eight  or  ten  thous- 
and dollars.  At  present,  however,  he  thought  it 
better  io  make  the  appropriation  called  Ibr,  and 
leave  tn^  abuses,  if  any,  to  be  corrected  by  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Navy  Department.  Mr.  McL. 
here  read  several  papers  connected  with  this  sub- 
ject, on^  of  which,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nayy, 
stated  the  sum  of  $225,000  -to  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  continent  expenditure  of  the  present 
year.  .Mr.  McL.  also  reviewed -the  history  of  this 
particular  appropriation,  and  showed  tnat  the 
amount  now  asked  for  wa^  less  than  the  average 
appropriation  foT  the.  same  item  for  the  last  five 
years,  dtc. 

The  question  being  taken  on  filling  the  niank 
with  ^25,000,  as  asked  by -Che  NaVy  Department, 
and  moved  by  the  Chairman  of  ^he  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  there  were,  dyes  32,  noes  54 ; 
a  quorum  nor  heing  present,  an  officer  was  de&- 
patched  to  summons  absent  members. 

Mr.  Whipple  made  some  remarks  in  support  of 
the  appropriatbn ;  as,  if  it  were  withheld,  serious 
embarrassment  might  ensue.  The  present  incum- 
bent had  not  had  time  to  reform  abuses,  if  they 
did  exist.  He  hoped  a  thorough  investigation 
would  take  place  as  soon  as*  the  proper  time  had 
been  allowed  to  him. 

Mr.  Taylor  stated  what  had  been  ibiteerly  ex- 
pended under  this  head,  He  showed  why  it 
should  be  somewhat  larger  the  present  year,  from 
the  employment  of  the  West  India  squadron,  &c. 
He  vindicated  the  conduct  of  Xfye  late  Secretary 
of'  the  Navy^  but  could  have  wished  that  several 
of  the  items  m  the  account  of  contingent  expenses 
had  been  more  explicit.  On  the  whole,  he  did 
not  see  that  the  sum  could  now  be'reduced. 

}At,  Livermohe  observed  that,  whatever  the 
sum  appropriated  under  the  head  of  contingencies, 
it  was  always  expended.  It  was  never  too  much, 
but  alwa)[s  just  enough — and  so  he  suj)p68ed  it 
would  be  if  it  were  made  half  a  million.  He  did 
not  impute  this  to  malfeasance  in  the  Heads  of 
Departments,  &c, 

Mr.  CocKB  replied  to  Mr;.  Taylor.  The  ad- 
ditional expenses  occasioned  bjTthe  West  India 
squadron,  and  those  for  repairs,  were  not  included 
in  this  amount.    The  whole  of  this  sum  went  to 
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the  geotiemen  on  shDre.  Those,  in  service,  at  sea, 
got  none  of  it.  He  had  found,  on  int^uiribg  in 
tlie  offices,  that. certain  accounts  were  allowed 
because  S.  T.  was'  written  against  them.  -  He 
was  opposed  to  all  usage  and  custom  not  fixed 
by  law. 

Mr.  CuLPSP^R  hoped  the  apptropriation  Would 
be  reduced,  as  he  was  satisfied  seme  improper  sums 
had  been  formerly  allowed. 

Mr.  DwiGHT  wished  information  as  to  one  iteiti 
of  expenditure,  which  was  to  be  alldwed  to  Htory 
Bckford,  of  ^,000  for  an  acre^'of  ground  in  a 
barren  cc^ntry,  dtc. 

Mr.  'TocKER  stated  reasons  why  the  Committee 
of  Accounts  for -the  Navy  Departolent  had  not 
reported  generally  on  the  subject  of  these  ex- 
penditures. 

Mr.  Whipple  replied  to  Mr.  CoCke,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  former  y^r,  when  the  appropriation  in 
the  Indian  Department  had  been  suddenly  re- 
duced, and  sad  consequences  ensued.  To  Mr. 
LtivERMORE  he  ^answered  by  referring  to  the  fact 
that  $17,000  of  last  year's  appropriation  remained)^ 
at  this  moment,  unexpended. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  corrected  the  gentleman  last 
up.  The  balance  was  not  17,000!  |>ut  only  $11 
37  cents.  The  appropriation  asked  was  for  exti^ 
allowances,  and  officers  would  always  present  de* 
mands  enough  to  absorb  it.  *  *'    ,-    ' 

Mr.-STORRs  corrected  a  misunflerstiinding  as  to 
some  of  the  docin&ents  which  had  b^n  quoted, 
which  be  showed  was  no  basis  from'  which  to  cal- 
culate the  present  appropriation. 

Mr.  McLAn^  replied,  and  explained  the  docu- 
ment ref(?rred  to  by  Mr.  Storr«. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caroliaa,  required 
further,  explanation'  on  the  items  intended  1o  be 
covered  by  the  bill-rt»artieulariy  ■  one  item  of 
$1,500,  for  the  service  of  a  Judge  Advocate  at 
Boston,  who  served  but  for  sixty- two  days. 

Mr.  Ten  Etck  explained  soo^e  local  circtim- 
stances,  r^pecting  the  Navy  Point,  at  Sackett's 
Harbor.     '  *  «  . 

Mr.  FjDLLER  replied  to  Mr.  WrLLiAKs,  and  ex- 
plained some  circumstances  b\  relation  to  the  item 
referred  to  by  him. 

Mn  Cocke  made  some  further  observations,  and 
read  a  letter  fromonoo/  the  auditors  of  ^e  Treas^ 
ury  in  relation  to  certain  acctmnts,  copies  of 
which  had  been  requited  by  Mr.  O. 

The  question  being  then  taken  dn  filling  the 
blank  with  $225,000.  it  .was  decided  in. the 
negative. 

The  ouestion  then  recurring  on  .the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Cocke,  Ho  fill  the  blank  with 
9180,000,  and,  being  put,  it.pas^d  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

Mr.  McLanb  moved  to  amend  the  18th  line, 
by  inserting,  after  thq  word  "  stations,"  the  fol- 
lowing: "also,  of  naval  constructors,  store-keep- 
'  ens  instmcters,  master  workmen.  Clerks  of  the 
'  yard$,  of  the  check,  and  of  commanders  and 

*  porters  attached  to  .the  navy  yards  and  shore 

*  stations."  • 

This  amendment  was  asreed  to,  and^  thus 
amended,  the  clause  will  read,  "  For  pay,  subsist- 


ence^ and  allowances  of  every  description,  to  all 
commissioned  and  warrant  officers  employed  at 
the  several  navy  yards  and  shore  stations ;  also, 
of  naval  constructors,  store-keepers,  instructers, 
master  worjbnen,  clerks  of  the  vards,  of  the 
check,  and  .of  commanders  and  porter;  at- 
tached to  the  navy  yards  and  shore  stations, 
8231,293  26.'^  , 

Mr.  MgLamb  moved  to  amend  the  21st  line  by 
Bseriing  the  words  in  italie$y  which  was  agreed 
to,  and*Mte  clause  made  to  read  as  follows :  "  JEi'or 
contingent  expenses,  iaeUidij^  traruperUUion  </ 
curUdeSy  travelling  txpCMU^  staJtSmery^  commistiUmi. 
coofts  moHialy  coal  fbr  tmUha,  ptd  fir  wffme$  and 
puhUe  offices^  and  all  extra  allowances,  8180,000." 
The  blank  in  the  23d  line,  vtz :  '*  For  repaire 
and  wear  and  tear  of  vessels,"  was  filled  with  the 
sum  of  $350,000. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  &tcLANE,  the.  ^th  and  dlst 
Imes,  viz :  ''  For  erecting  and  completing  houses 
over  ships  in  ordinary,  for  their  preservation  fromf 
the  weather,"  were  stricken'  out,  and*  the  follow-, 
ing  inserted:  "For  ship-houses,  to  repay,  the 
amount  taken  from  the  gradual  increase  Vund, 
878  500." 

'  The  blank  in  the  88th  line,  viz :  '"  l^or  fuel  for 
the  non-commissioiled  officers,  musicians,  and 
privates  of  marine  cd/ps,"  was  filled  with  86>000. 
The  following  clause  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
McLame  inserted :. 

\  »  For  medicine,  hospital  stores,  end  instruments  f6t 
the  oncers  and  merides  of  the  marine  corps  stationed 
4)n  shore,  $2,369  71.'' 

.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  blank  in. the  46th 

line,  vi;:  "  For  contiagent.exj^ses,  that  is  to  say, 

.fuel  for  commissioned  officers,  transportation,  sta* 

tion^ry,  bed  ^saeks,  straw,  rations  to  Officers,  and 

postageon  public  letters,"  vtras  filled  with  $9,000. 

The  remaining  blank^  were  filled  with  the  re- 
spective sums  inserted  in  them  in  the«printed  copy 
of  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  *        > 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
with  the  above  amendments  ^  and  the  House  ad- 
journed.* 

TOESOAT,  March  23. 
Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on 
Ipdian  Ajffiurs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House,  of  the  6th  of  January  last,  in- 
structing them  10  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  making  pro- 
vision for  t&e  c^ili^ation  of  the  Indian  tribes  ad- 
joinings  the  frontier'settlements,"  passed  on  the  3d 
of  March,  1819,  made  a  report  thereon,  which  was 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 
.On  motion  of  Mr:  McLarb.  of  Delaware, 
Reeved,  That  the  committee  on  so  much  of 
the  public  accounts  and  expenditures  as  relate  to 
the  Department  of  the  Navy^be  instructed  to  in- 
quire and  report,  whether  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  appropriated  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  naval  service,  has  been  expended 
according  to  the  existing  acts  of  Congress ;  the 
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description  of  traTelling  ^peases,  and  the  nature 
of  individual  clfiims,  in  payments  of.  which  any 
part  of  the  said  sum  has  been  applied ;  the  nature 
of  extra  ajloivances,  which  have  been  paid  out  of 
the  said  fund ;  and  whether  the  same  are  specified, 
or  authorized  by  any  act  of  Congress ;  whether 
aay  claim  or  accounts  which  iQay  have  arisen, 
prior  to  the  year  1823,  have  been  paid  out  of  the 
said  fund ;  and,  if  so,  the  nature  and  circumstan- 
ces of  such  claim  and  accounts,  respectively^  and 
that  the  saia  committee  be  instructed  further  to 
inquire  and  report,  whether  any,  and  what,  pro- 
Vmo/it  are  necessary  to  he  adopted,  to  provide 
'more  perfectly  for  the  proper  application  of  the 
money  appropriated  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  naval  service,  and  to  secure  the  Government 

,  from •  demands,  unjust  in  their  ^sharacter,  or  ex- 

*  travagant  in  their  amount.- 

J^AW  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  concurred  in  ther  several  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on'the  bill 
^^  making  provision  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of 
the  'jJnited  States  for  the  year  1824,*'  with  the 
Aception  of  the  iteiA  for  contingent  expenses, 
^180,000,  •         > 

In  relation  to^  this  item,  Mr.  McLanb,  of  Del»-' 
warcj  made  a  variety  of  explanations,  going  to 
show  that  the  amount  hafl  been  agreed  to  in  the 
committee)  from  a  misapprehension  that  there 
remained,  of  the  fund  last  year  granted,  only 

SIX  37;  wheceas,  there  was  9  balance  of  ^5,3P0. 
[e  stated  that,  on  examinatid.n,  he  had  discovered 
that  the  appjropriatiotis  of  former  years  .had  been 
applied  to  ol^ects  never  contemplated  by  this 
House,  when  grafting  thein,  althouffh  involving 
no  charge  of  malversation  in  the  Head  of  thai 
Department ;  and  he  moved  to  strike  oyt,  ia  the 
twenty  first  line,  all  after  the  word  "expedses,". 
and  insert  as  fbllows,  viz  t 

"That  is  to  say— 

For  commisaions,  cleik-hire»  offiei-rent,  stationery, 
and  fuel  to  Navy  agents ; 

Premiums,  and  Hither  expenses  of  recruiting ; 

Freight  of  proviaiooa,  etoros,  and  maleriel  from  one 
station  to  another,  and  from  the  United  States  to  dis- 
*tAnt  stations  in  other  coantries,  where  oqr  ihips  aro 
employed ; 

Allowances  to  ofiicers  at  the  several  navy  yards  and 
stations,  for  house  rent,  fuel,  and  candles ; 

Travelling  expenses  for  offioers  and  transportation 
for  seamen ; 

Freight  of  timber,  wharfage,  and  dockage  for  veesels 
where  there  are  no  pnblic  yards*; 

Expenses,  and  a  per  diem  allowance,  attending 
courts  martial,  courts  of  inquiry,  dec; 

Compensation  te  Judge  Advocates ;  j 

Cabin  furnitufe  for  vessels  in  commission ; 

Incidental  labor  at  navy  y^rds,  which  is  not  appli- 
cable to  any  other  appropriation ;  . 

Pilotage  of  public  veseels  in  the  United  8tates  and 
in  foreign  countries;  f 

Printing  Naval  Regiater,  blank  pay  rolls,  receipt 
rolls,  stewards'  returns,  seamen's  alloiment  tickets,  the 
proceedings  of  coorts-martial ; 

Storage  of  provisions  and  stores  in  foreign  parts,  and 
in  the. United  States,  whtoe  public  stores  are  not  pro- 
vided; 


Coali  ibr  blacksmiths  and  anchor-makers,  and  foel 
for  steam-engines ; 

Purchase  and  maintenance  of  oxen,  carts,  large  tim  - 
her  wheels,  and  workmen's  tools ; 

Chamber  money  to  officers  in  ueu  of  qnartera,  other 
than  house  rent ; 

Purchase  of  books,*  charts,  nautical  and  mathemati- 
cal instruments,  chronometers,  machinery,  modals, 
drawings,  and  all  stationery  of  every  desqriptioiiv  used 
throughout  the  naval  service ; 

{Expense  of  pursuing  deserters; 

Expense  of  officers  in  sick  quarters; 

Storage  of  powder  f  «. 

^  Lighterage  and  scow-hire ;  *    ^t     « 
'  Postage  of  letters  on  public  service,  and  for  no  other 
object  or  pnrpO80  whatsoever,  one  hqndred  and  eighty 
thousand  dollars." 

■ 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to  without  debate 
or  opposition. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  amendment  in  the 
thirtieth  and  thirty-first  lines:  "  For  ship-houses, 
to  repay  the  ampunt  taken  from  the  gradual  in- 
crease fund,  $78,500." 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  whole  iteni,  objecting  to  using  any  part  of 
a  fund  which  was  intended  fot  the  building  of 
ships,  and  applying  it  (0  the  erecting  of  houses. 

Mi;.  McLane  explained. 

M[.  WILLIAMS  rejoii^ed,  and  the  question  being 
taken,  w^  decided  in  the  afi5irmativ&— ajes  89, 
noes  45.  ^  ^ 

The  bill  was  theb  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL.        ^ 

The  House  then,  on  motion^of  Mr.  Tod, resolved 
itself  into  tf  Committee  6f  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
"for  amendingc  the  several  aets  laying  daties  on 
imports ;"  and  the  qliestion  beibg  on  thi  motion  of 
Mr.  CAMBBELtNO  to  reduce'thc  proposed  duty  on 
hemp  from  two  cents  per  pound'  to  one  and  a 
haffcents-^      ,   , 

Mr.  Rfiii^D.  of  Massachusetts,  addressed  the 
House  as  follows: 

'  Mr.  Chaifman :  I  will  endeavor,  with  as  much 
simplicity,  and  brieibessgas  \s  in  my  power,  to  state 
my  views  ia  relation  to  the  amendiftent  now  un- 
der consideration.  I  shall  state  such  facta,  and 
ofier  to  this  CooAijnttee  such  calculations  aad  esti- 
mates, as  are  iti  iay  opinion  calculated  to  illustrate 
the  subject. 

What  is  the' present  duty  on  hemp?  Thirty 
dollars  per  toif.  What  js  the  duty  proposed  by  the 
bill  before  us?.  Two  cents  per  pound,  which 
amounts  to  9^4  80  per  ton,  nearly  fifty  per  cent, 
in  addition  td  the  present  duty. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentlmnan  of 
New  York,  (Mr.  Campreleng,)  now  under  con- 
sideration, is  to  strike  out  two  and  insert  one  and 
one-half  cent  per  pound.  Should  the  amendment 
prevail,  the  effect  will  be  to  increase  the  present 
duty  from  $30  per  ton  to  934  80 — equal  to  six- 
teen per  cent.  It  is  material  to  consider  and  ex- 
amine the  subject  of  net  and  gross  hundreds — of 
cents  and  halt  cents;  for,  although  it  Begins  with 
half  cents,  it  ends  with  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollar^'.    Although  I  consider  the  present  duty  as 
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high  as  the  real  interest  of  the  tsoantry  demands, 
1  am  ia  favor  of  the  amendment,  as  an  ameliora- 
tion of  the  bill  before  us.  ' 

The  subject  now  under  consideration,  is  otie  of 
Tast  importance — it  deeply  affects  the  navigatinjg^ 
interest  of  the  United  States.  The  question  ^ is 
not  whether  hemp  shall  pay  a  duty^  but  how  much 
duty  ?  He  obserired  he  was  willing  it  should  be 
liberally  taxed.  It  always  had  been  taxed  from 
the  commencement  of  the-Goverament;  it  com- 
meQced  with  ten  dollars.  It  was  raised  to  twenty 
dollars.  By  the  tariff  of  IS  16,  it  was  raised  to  the 
present  duty,  thirty  dollars  per  ton. 

What  is  the  object  d(  increasing  the  duty  on 
hemp  1  *  For,  we  are  informed^  tliat  the  bill  has  a 
triple  object — revenue,'  encouragement  of  manci- 
factuies  and  agriculture.  It  certainly  come»  to 
us  in  a  questionable  shape.  Is  it  revenue  4  If  so,, 
in  my  opinion,  it  is  most  manifestly  oppressive  to 
the  navigating  interest  of  the 'country. 

He  then  stated  that  the  following  sums  were 
paid  to  the  revenue  in  1^22':  "^ 

On  hemp     '  -  .   -       r  '  '  -  -  ^296,000 

Russia  Duck  -     .  -  -  -  86,000 

Ravens  dq.  -  -        -  -  -  64,00p 

Cojrdage  toured  '- *    -  -  .  -  8,000  ' 

Untarred  do.  -        -  .-  .     -.      10,000 

Twin©.-        -  -    .   -  -  -  .  15,000 

Tonnage  duty  -        -  -  ,     -  114,000 

Estimated  d\ity  paid  on  iron  -  '.  -  100,000 

'  '       '  ^683,000   * 


The  above  items  are  paid  almost  wholly  by 
the  navigating  interest,  4&d  there  are  others  not 
named.  *     • 

The  duties  im^xwed  on  navigatioii  on  vessels 
amounts  to  mofe  than  ^00,Q|M)  per  .vear.  .iThe 
bill  before  us  propoaes  to  increase  it  about  50  'per 
cent.,  which  will  amount*  to  -more  thani  one  mil* 
lion  of  dolkura.  This  tax  is  in^posed  vpoQ  a  eljiss 
of  men  who  pay-  their  full  share  of  all  otber  Uixes. 
Suppose  there  are  350,000  people  supported  bv 
navigation ;  the  tax  ajnounls  to  $1,000  each.  li 
such  tax  were  imposed  on  the  nation,  it  would 
amount  to  more  than  ten  millions  of  dollars — a 
sum  greater  than  half  the  revenue  of  the  coimtry. 

Upon  whom  will  this  duty  fall?  .Upgn  the 
employer  of  the  vessel,  or  consumer  of  the  cargo? 
Upen  neither.  As  a  general  rule,  it  may  be  true 
that  the  consumer  pays  the  duty.  But  the  raie 
has  exeeptiops;  and  it  becomes  wi^e  l^islatova 
to  examine  the  subject  whh  attention. 

In  Massa<;husetts  or  Pennsylvania,  the  vva'goner 
willingly  pays  the  toW  at  the  gate  of  the  turnpike, 
because  he  Knows  he  is  benefited*  Suppose  the* 
Government'  were  to  establish  a  gate  near  the 
market,  and  demand  one  dollar  of  broa^  wjieel 
and  narrow  wheel  wagons — would  hot  the  own- 
ers of  the  wagons  inquire  why  it  was  demanded  ? 
And  when  they  were  informed '  it  Was  for  rev- 
enue— that  all  paid — that  it  would  finallv  come 
oat  of  the  consumer^— that  they  could  add  tne  dol* 
lar  paid  to  the  price  of  the  flour — would  they  not 
pray,  with  one  accord,  to  be  excused? 


'Navigation  is  an  exception.  Those  engaged 
canncrt  charge  their  einployers  with  the  extraor-. 
dinary  duties  they  may  pay.  We  have  more  en- 
gageo  in  the  coasting  trade  than  weliave  employ-  ' 
ment  for.  In  the  foreign 'trade,  Vre  are  competi* 
tors  against  the  Wurid.  We  have  run  suqcessfuUy; 
but  we  cannot  ^un  successfully  and  carry  the  weight 
proposed.  -     , 

Here  Mr.  R.  begged  the  Committee  to  dis* 
tihguish  between  the  mercantile  and  navigating 
interest.  They  were,  not  necessarily  connected. 
He  had  heard  a  numbet  of  gentlemen,  in  the 
course  of  their  arguments^  confound  them. 

The  merchant  might  not  own  vessels,  and  a 
great  portion  of  the  jiavigation  was  owned  by 
those  who  were  not  merchants,  and  who  were  fkr 
from  being  wealthy.  The  coasting  vessels,  which 
are  now  a  very  considerable  part  of  our  tonnage, 
are  owned  by  those  who  have  but  ,a  small  share 
of  property. 

^  Here  Mr.  R.  read  the  act  of  March,  1815,  ^hich  , 
provider  for  the  repeal  of  all  discriminating  top- 
nage  duties,  and  all  discriminating  duties,  as  to 
the  importation  of  goods,  dsc.,  provided  other  na- 
tions would  repeal  their  discriminating  dnties  in 
relation  to  us.  He  observed,  that  the  act  above 
mentioned  was  intended  to  benefit  all — that  al- 
most ,all  -nations  had  adopted  it — that  he  had  had 
the  honor  to  vote  for  it — that,  although  he  con- 
sidered it  somewhat  haz&rdous  to  dfier  to  m^et  the. 
world  as  competitors,  he  was  induced  to  do  it, 
because  he  knew  many  who  had  no  interest  in 
navigation  of  commerce,  were' dissatisfied  on  ac- 
count of  the  advantages  which,  it  was  believed, 
were  conferred  upon  it  by-  the  Government.  We 
have  succeeded, '  notwithstanding  the  disadvan- 
tages under  which  we  labor,  owing  to  our  supe- 
rior iiklustry,  activity,,  and  enterprise  j  but -we' 
ought  tQ  remember  the  situation  in  which  we 
have  placed  the  navigatioA  and  /commerce  of  the 
country.  It  cannot  l^r  the  extraordinary  impo- 
sitions contemplated  in  the  bill  before  us.  Here 
Mr.  R.  observed,  that,  talk  about  thi$  subject  as 
we  might,  it  must  result  in  mathematical  calcu- 
lations. He  begged  leave  to  state  what  would  be 
the  effect  lof  the  bill  if  adopted,  u|K>n  the  district 
he  had  the  Jioner  to  represent,  and,  for  his  part^he 
was  happy  to  hear  gentlemen  speak  of  the  enect 
of  laws  uppn  their  own  States  and  districts;  for, . 
in  this  way  only,  could  we  obtain  that  minute  in- 
formation w^icn  was  necessary  for  correct  legis- 
lation. He  well  remembered,  that,  during  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mitted of  Manufactures,  when  he  introduced  the 
tariff  bill,  observed,  that,  if  it  bore  with  great 
hardship  upon  any.  important  interest  in  the  coun- 
try, be  would  amend  it.  It  did  bear  hard  upon 
the  navigating  interest,  and  upon  the  part  of  the 
country  he  represented.  He  then  proceeded  to 
state  that  the  district  he  represented  did  not  pos- 
sess more  than  its  average  share  of  wealth^  in  the 
country — that  they  did  possess  sixty  thousand  tons 
of  shipping.  Jt  is  estimated  that  every  100  tons 
of  shipping  requiresL  four  tons  of  hemp;  60,000 
tons  would  require  2,400  tons.  The  duty  at  the 
present  rate,  $30  per  ton,  ir $72,000. 
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Propose  by  the  new  tariff  to  add  $14  80  per 

ton,  whieb  will  amount  to  '        -        -     $35,5S0 

Add  to  tbis  tbe  duty  now  paid        -        72,000 


Amounts  to '  - 


•    •  • 


-    9107,520 
« 
,  Tbe  riggiiSg  of  ressels  is  estimated  to  last  four 
vears;  tbis  would  be  an  annual  tax  of  more  tban 
$26,880  fot  tbe  article  of  bemp  alone. 

It  is  estimated  tbat  four  tons  of  iron  are  used 
for  a  veasei  of  a^  bqndfed  tbns.  For  60,000  tbere 
would  be  required  2,400  tons. 

Present  duty  on  irou,  915  per  ton,  amounts 
to-       -       ^       -       -       ---     9^6,000 

Proposed  to^add  fifty  per  cent,  by  tbe   «,* 
bill  before  us 18,000, 

864;ooo 

If  vessels  last  ten  years,  tbe  tax  on,  iron  'would' 
aihount  to,  annually,  S5,000  ^ 

The  annual  tax  on  neqip  and  iron  aloffe  ^^ould 
amount  to  $31,880 ;  '   '         '    ' 

If  the  whole  United  States  were  taxed  at  the 
same  rate,  it  would  amount  to  more  than  7,000,000. 

If  a  tax  to  tbat  amount  were  about  to.be  im- 
posed equally  on  the  different  parts  of  tbe  United 
States,  would  it  not  excite  our  attention  1  Should 
we  not  hesitate ?  Should  we  not  be  slow  to  act? 
Here  Mr. -Reed  read  an  extract  from  a  memorial 
of  the  merchants,  mechanics,  and  ship  owners,  of 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  as  follows : 

>  '^Yoor  memoriaUstB .  furtbta  reprMtol,  that  the 
duties  resorted  to  by  tbe  biU|  on  the  varions  articles 
usually  imported  for  the  conalfuction*  and  equipment 
of  such  a  sliip  as  has  before  been  described^  is  found  by 
a  calculation  on  tbe  quantity  of  those  articles'  actually 
used  in  the  building  and  equipment  of  ships  of  tbi^ 
sixe  [dfiO  tonnj  without  armament,  to  amount  to  four- 
teen bundled  ahd  fifty  dollars,  or,  in  other  words,  to 
about  five  dollars  per  ton  on  every  ton  of  shipping 
manuftictured  in  the  United  States,  of  which,  at  least 
one  belf  tbe  cost  is  mechanical  labor,  and  is  ecjUiva- 
lent  to  almost  thirty  days'  labor  for  every  ton  of  ship- 
ping  manuftietttred,  to  say  nothing  of  the  great  amount 
of  labor,  which  is  constantly  required  for  sailing  aiyl 
keeping  tbe  same  in  repair.  8hoQld|ihis  great  tax  be 
imposed  on  tbe  machinery  of  their  trade,  at  the  same 
tuDfl  tbat  the  employment  of  this  machinery  would  be, 
toagreateztent»reductfd,  by  the  other  aperations  of  tbe 
proposed^ tariff,  and  even  if  some  relief  be  not  afforded 
on  the  pfestpt  rate  of  duty,  tbe  sCale  must  preponder- 
ate in  favor  of  the  employment  of  foreign  ships,  now> 
almost  universally  admitted  into  tbe  porU  of  tbfr. Uni- 
ted States  Q^  the  sam»  terms  with  our  own  ;  and,  at 
the  reduced  price  at  which  foreign  ships  could  be  con- 
structed, wonld  soon  supplant  our  own  ships,  even 
in  the  valuable  carrying  trade  of  the  productions  of 
our  own  country,  which  will,  if  thi^bil!  should  become 
a  law,  pass  into  the  hands  of  our  powerful  commer- 
cial rival*.** 

He  also  read  an  extract  from  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia,  as, fol- 
lows : 

"  The  infiuepce  'of  the  tariff  will  be  pernicionp  to 
be  commerce  of  the  country.    This  branch  of  indaii- 


try  has  confessedly 'suffered,  mor6  tban  any  other,  hj 
the  events  of  recent  yean ;  it  has  borne  iu  disastere 
patiently ;  they  have  been  inevitable,  coQaeqaencei  of 
evepls,  which,  although  caused  by  naan,  man  hu 
neither  by  action  nor  legislation  been  able  to  prevent, 
and  scarcely  to  mitigate.  It  is  just  now  creeping 
again  into  life;' and  what  is  to  be  the  effect  of  this 
new  tariff  1  The  effect  Is  inorally  certain  ;  so  much 
80,  as  almost  to  infer  tbe  intention  in  those  who  pro- 
mote tbe  cause ;  it  is  to  paralyze  and  deaden,  by  oDe 
blow,  tbat  portion  of  the  cpmmercial  capital  of  this 
country  which  is  employed  in  the  purchase,  imporU- 
tion,  and  distribution,  of  all  that  the  new  tariff  shall 
exclude  from  the  country;^ the  ships  which  are  built 
and  navigfflted  for  ijM  carriage ;  tbe  numerous  artisani 
who  are  employed  in  their  equipment ;  the  seamen 
who  m^n  them,  and  the  fixed*  capital  invested  is 
whatves,  warehouses,. and  other  property,  oreated  u 
facilities  to  tntde." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  stated  these  facts  a3  sim- 
ply and  as  concisely  as  possible,  to  show  that  this 
tariff  will  operate  jvitb  peculiar  hardship  upoa 
the  navigating  intere^  of  the  country.  It  is  op- 
pressive. '  Why  are  such  burdens  proposed  to  be 
laid  upon  these  interes^ts  %  Cut  bono  7  Who  is  to 
be  benefited  by  it  ?  Upon  former  cHscussioos  on 
the  subject  of  cotton  bagging,  we-  were  frcquentljr 
informed  that  the  addiupnai  'duty  on  hemp  was 
imposed  for  the  benefit  of  the  ag-riculturai  fnter- 
ests,  and  especi^ly  for  tbat  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  other  Western  States ;  that  it  was  for 
^/ their  encouragement."  Are  genUemen  aware 
that  the  navigating  interests  now  pay  more  than 
25  per  cent.  upon,  tbe  value  of  hemp  in  Russia? 
That  they  actually  paid  9296,77a  ia  tbe  year 
1^2?  That  they  a/e  compelled  to  bring  this 
article,  bulkjr  as  it  is,  from  the  Baltic  sea?  If  the 
moderate  freight  of  ,$30  per  ton  be  allowed,  the 
freight  and  duty  will  amount  to  $60  per  ton^  more 
than  half  the  value  of  it  in  Russia,  and  more  than 
a  third  of  its  value  here;  Is  not  this  encourage- 
ment  enough  ?  .  Do  gentlemen  desice  more  1 

.The  chairman  of  tbe  committee  observed,  in  his 
first  speech  upon  the  subject  of  the  tariff,  that, 
where '£hirope  had  one  acre  of  landifit  to  raiw 
hemp,  we  bad  teb. '  Was  it  ever  questioned  that 
we  had  abundance  of  land  fot  hemp  ?    I  have  no 
doubt  ^n  .the  subject.    Indeed,  it  docs  not  require 
a  vast  tract  of  land*to  rdts^  all  the  iiemp  we  need. 
I  hpld  in  niy  hund  a  statement  of -a  gentlemaa 
fVom  Massaobusettf,  by  which  it  appears  tbat  be 
raised  more  than-  nine  hundred  pounds  upon  the 
acre.    Suppose  that  eight  'hundred  pounds  grow 
upon  one  acrcy  then  fourteen  ihoasand  four  boo- 
dred  and  seventy  acres  would  bear  more  tban  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  seVen  hundred  aod 
jthirty-fiye  pounds — the  quantity  imported  the  ia&t 
year.    If  a  township,  six  miles  ^uare,  contain 
twenty-three  thousand  and  forty  acres  of  isii^T  ^^ 
the  firslT  quality,  a  little  more  tban  half  of  sucti 
township  would  be  sufficient.    I  mention  this 
fact  to  show  that  we  have  abundance  of  land,  in 
all  parts  of  tbe  country,  for  the  purpose  of  raisios 
.  hemp.   .Why,  then,  is  not  hemp,  ol  the  first  qual- 
ity, raised  in  considerable  quantities  in  tbis  coun- 
try 1    It  is  not  for  the  want  of  a  steady  market' 
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We  were  repeftiediy  informed,  in  the  cou^  of 
the  dLscassion  on  the  subject  of  cotton  bagging, 
that  the  reason  why  that  articJe  could  not  be 
manafactured  in  Kentucky  / was.  that  Imrerness 
aod  Dundee  frequently  overstocked  the  market, 
and  there  waa  no  sale  for  the  article.  That,  argu- 
ment will  not  avail  in  this  present  case.  There 
always  haa  been  a  market.  ,1  call  upoi)  those' 
gentlemen  to.  tell  why  they  Have  not  fulrnished 
Uie  article. 

If  the  hemp  of  Kentneky  be  fit  for  cotton  bag- 
ging, and  some  other  uses^  it  is  not  fit  for  the  rig- 
Sing  of  vessels.  Here' Mr.  R;  read  a'  letter  from 
ohn  Rodgers,  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy„  showing  that,,  in  all  contracts  made  for 
cordage,  they  had  uniformly  in^oduced  a  stipula- 
tion binding  the  'contracy}rs  to  manufacture  the 
cordage  of  the  best  Russian  hemp;  thatrthe  rea- 
son why  the  Russian  hemp  Was  oattei;  than  the 
American  hemprwas  wholly  owing  to  the  manner 
of  preparing  ir.  The  Russian-  method  is  called 
"water  rotiing;"  that  practised  in  the  United 
States  "dew  rotting."       «     ' 

Mr.  Chairman^  ^e  same  reasofas  which  inpu- 
enced  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  in  th'eir 
contracts  made  for  cordage,  influence  every  dis-' 
creet  owner  of  a  jesseL  It  is  riot,  as  is  generally 
the  case  where  a  bad  article  is  sold,  the  purchaser 
may  sustain,  some  loss — upon  the  rigging  of  ^, 
ship,  must  depend  the  ship  j^elf,  casgo,  and  lives, 
of  those  on  board. 

The  labor  of  preparing'  good  hemp^  by  water 
rotting,  is  conaidecaole,  and  the  process  is  some- 
what difficult.  It  must  be  done  with  great  cau- 
tion. It  is  not  in  every  country  where  there  is 
fertility  ef  spii  for  raising  this  Kemp,  that  there 
arc  convenreaces  for  rotting  it.  The  process  of 
preparing  hemp  iaaight  produce  great  sickness  in  a 
warm  climate. -and  Jie  did  believe  it  wonld  never 
be  rai^sed  ana  :prepared  fit  for  navigation,  in 
Southern  coontries,  on  that  account,  and  oa  ac- 
count of  the  great  labor  necessary  (o  prepare  it  for 
market^  If  it  should  ultimately  succeed,  contrary 
to  his  expectation^,  he  assured  the  committee  that 
none  could  be  more  highly  gratified  than  those 
epgaged  in  navigation;  none  were 'more  dee(>ly 
interested.  /     ^ 

Hemp  has  been  raised  for  many  yean  in  Massa- 
chusetts and  New  York,  but  not  to  any  great  ex- 
tent. The  art  of  preparing  it  in  the  best  manner,. 
is  perfectly  well  understood.  Why  has  not'mpre 
been  rais^7  The  reason  must  bne,  that  farmers 
h^ve  thought .  it .  more  profitable  to  raise  ^corn, 
grain,  and  other  things.^  But,  if  it  oould  be  raised 
in  the  West,  where  they  have  no  market  for  th^ir 
grain,  where  the  land  is  cheap,  and  produoes  in 
abundance,  it  .would  be  profitable,  and  it  requires 
no  further  encouragement.  But, 'if  one  part  of 
the  commonity  must  be  taxed,  to  support  another, 
I  beg  the  House  again  to  consider  the  situation  of 
the  navigating  interest.  ,The  last  account  from 
New  Orleaas,  February  17,  observes,  freights 
have  continuea  dull  during  the-  season,  and  now, 
when  they  were  expected  to  be  brisk,  vessels  are 
leas  in  demand.  Little  cotton  has  b^n  shipped 
coastwise,  at  half  a  cent  per  pound,  and  to  Liver- 


pool for  five-eighths  of  a  penny^— not  one-fourth  of 
what  was  formerly  paid.  Coasting  vessels,  from 
Alexandria  and  Baitimdre,  to  Boston,  a  distance 
of  seven  hundred  to  eight  hundred  iniler,  now  carry 
floui  for  25,  20^  tmd  as  low  as  12}  cents  per'  bar- 
r^*  They  fdrmerly  receive!d  four  times  as  mnch. 
Does  the  interest  and  policy  of  this  country  de- 
mand, atthistime,  that  the  navigating  interest, 
which  but  just  k^eps  above  water,  should  be  so 
oppressively  taxe(t,  for  the  mere  experiment  of 
rotting  hempi-  Why  should  a  most  yaluahle  in- 
terest oe  destrayed,  even  if  there  was  some  proba^ 
biiity  of  aiding  an  interest  much  less  valuable? 

Here  Mr.  R.  read  extracts  from  the  ndemorial 
of  the  merchants  ai^d  ship  owners  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  tending  to  show  the  dang^  and  impolicy 
of  the' duty  proposed* 

He  said,  it  had  been  often  contended,  that  ffreat 
injustice  has  been  done  to  some  parts  of  the  Uni- 
.ted  States,  by  the  tariff  of  1616^  and  particularly 
to  the  West.  That  it  had  been  often  suggested, 
that  4hat  tsiri^  was  particularly  favorable  to  the 
interests  Qf  New  England,  and  unfavorable  to  the 
iiitehests  of  the  Middle  and  Western  States.  That 
t^e  Western  States  must  have  a  quid  pnf  quo; 
and  that  .this  was  given  by  the  duty  on  hemp. 
In  the  first  place,  he  said,  he  denied  the  fact,  t^at 
ffhe  tariff  of.  1816  was  particularly  favorable  to', 
any  piirt  of  the  country.  Whether  it  be  so  or  not, 
the  committee  wiU  do  me  the  justic^  to  excuse 
me  from  the  lesponsibilityi  of  making  )what  is 
called  91  '^o^e^sided  tariff."  I  voted  agamst  it;  Mr. 
Chairman.  I  will  not  trouble  the  Committee  to 
hear  the  reasons  which  influenced  my  vote.  One . 
reason,  however,  as  it  has  so  direct  a  bearing,  (as 
it  is  introduced  into  <almost  every  debate  upon 
this  tariff,)  I  will-take  the  liberty  to  state.  I  was 
opposed  to  the  system  of  estimaiting  every  yard 
square  of*  codrse  t:otton,>(  which  costs  six  cents,) 
at  twenty-five  cents--.7which  is  called  "the  mini- . 
mtim.''  I  am  every  day  convinced,  that  it  has 
had  a  mischievous  effect.  It  deceives  the  public. 
Gentleman,  are  every  dav  declaring,  that  coarse 
cottons  have  been  btougnt  into  use  by  the  mini- 
mnm* estimation  and  duty,  excluding  the  India 
cottons.  This  has  been  called  protection.  "  Pro- 
tect other  ^anofactares."  say  they,  "  and  >thay 
will  be  equally  successful.^' .  I  admit,  Mr.  Chair- 1 
man,  that  the  coarse  cottons  of  this  country  are 
now  manufactured  cheap,. and  that  they  are  of 
pf  th^  best  labrid  But  I  dei^y  what  is  alleged 
to  be  th6  cause.  They  would  have  been  manu- 
factured, although  there  hnd  been  no  '^'minimum," 
as  it  is  called,  in  the  tariff  of  1^16.  The  success 
of  these  manufactures  has  beeA' owing  to  other 
causes.  He  then  showed  what  had  occasioned 
their  success;  that  cotton  was  cheaper  in  this 
country  ^than  in  any  other ;  that  the  machinery  > 
for  spinning  and  weaving  it,  was  very  perfect, 
and  had  long  been  known,  in  part;  that  labor 
was  performed,  by  female  children,  whose  labor 
cost  little,  dbc.  Suppose  some  parts  of  the  coun- 
try have  manufactured  more  than  others,  and* 
that  the  purchasers  of  the  mani!ifactured  articles 
have  paid  something  to  aid  them,  the  navigating 
interest,'*now  proposed  to  be  ao  severely  taxed, 
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have  been  purchasers— they  are  not  manufacturers. 
Is  it  not  manifestly  unjust,  in  the^ first  place,  to 
tax  them  to  build  up  msinufactories^  in  common 
with  other  parts  of  the  country,  and  then  call  for 
the  quid  pro  quo?  Call  upon  them  to  pay  ^n  enor- 
mous duty  on  hemp,  as  an  offset  to  the  West,  oi| 
account  of  what  they  have  done  to  aid  manufac- 
tures? If  the.  West  have  any  claim,  it  is  on  the 
manufacturers  whom  they  have  aided. 

The  effect  of  the  proposed  duties,  Mr.  Chair- 
mantis  to.  destroy  commerce.  'If 'commerce  be 
destroyed,  the  hemp-growing  business  will  be  of 
little  consequence. 

There  is  another  view^of  this  subject,  worthy 
*  of  the  attention  of  this  Committee,  ili  now  know 
and  acknowledge  the  value  of  our  Navy.  We 
have  been  this  day  appropfriating  money  for  'its 
support.  We  are  preparing  to  incr^se  it.  What 
is  the  value  of  ships  and  dockyards,  dbc,  without 
tho^e  70,000  brave  men 

^  Whose  mtfrcb  is  o'er  Che  moui>tun'wtfve> 
Whose  home  19  on  the  deep  V 

Cannon  and  munitions  of  war  may  soon  be -pro- 
cured ;  an -army  of  raw  soldiers  may  soon  be  dis- 
ciplined ;  but  to  acquire  the  skill,  and  dexterity  of 
food  seamen,  requi^s  years.  Yes,  Mr.  Chairman, 
repeat  it,  it  requires  years. 

WKy  did  the  navies  of  Spain  and  Holland  jsuc- 
ceed  formerty  ?  Because  they  had  seamen.  Why 
h^  France  failed  in  latter  years,  as  to  her  navy  ? 
It  has  not  been  owing  to  want  of  bravery,  Or  skill 
in  gunnery,  but  to  the  want  of  a  sufficient  number 
of  skilful  seamenJ  The  same  causes  will  produce 
the  same  effects. 

A  navy  is*  essential  to  our  own  protection*  If 
we  would  afford  any  aid  to  others;  if  we  would 
redeem  the  pledge  and  hopes  excited  by  speeches 
and  resolves,  it  must  be  done  by  a  na^y.  A  navy 
is  useless  without  seap;ien,  fitid  we'  cannot  have^ 
seamen  without  navigation.  This  duty,  which 
tends  to  destroy  navigation,  tends  equally  to  the 
destruction  of  our  navy. 

I  do  not  mean  to  intimate,  Mr.*  Chairman,  that 
our  vessels  will  be  immediately  abandoi^,  or 
burned,  if  this  bill  passes.-  Those  a(  present  en^- 
gaeed  will  abandon  it  with  reluctance;  a  part 
will  unquestionably  continue.  The  first  effe<;l 
Will  be  to  destroy  foreign  commerce,  the  fruits  of 
which  have  been  the  cause  of  building  up  of  our 
manufactories.' .  The  rich  will  tiot  be  materially 
injured.  The  first  man  (Mr.  iGray)  who  signed 
the  tnemorial  from  Bosloi\,  from  which  I  nave 
read  extracts,  has  commenced  manufacturer  upon 
an  extensive  scale.  lie  cati  abandon  commerce 
and  navieatiott,  and  those  who,  like  him,  have 
great  wealth,  can  do  so  likewise.  If  they  sustain 
a  considerable  loss,  it  will  not  be  ruinous  to  them ; 
but  the  public,  the  United  Slates,  will  *feei  it 
severely.     . 

Vessels  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade^re owned 
principally  by  those  who  are  far  from  being  rich. 
Many  go  in  their  own  vessels.  They  will  rise 
early  and  go  to  bed  late,  if  they  go  to  bed  at  all, 
and  eat  the  bread  of  carefulness.  They  will  pur^ 
sue  the  business  so  long  as  it  will  afford  them  a 


living.    Their  children  will  seek  a  more  profitable 
employment. 

I  consider  the  duty  of  two  ^ents  per  pound  on 
hemp  as  oppressive  to  the  navigatinj^  interest  of 
the'conntry;  that  it  is  calculated  and  will  have 
the  effect  of  gradually  destroying  our  navigation, 
and,  in  its  tram,  our  commerce  and  navv.  I  there- 
fere  hope  the  proposed  amendment  will  prevail 
Whefl  Mr.  Rebo  had  'conckided— ^ 
Mr.  Webster  desire,  before  the  debate  pro- 
ceeded, to  be  allowed  to  jptate  a  few  calculations, 
which  he  believed  to  bf  accurate,  and  which  he 
thought  might  havc^  ji  bearing'  on  th^  decision  of 
the  present  question.  Her  then  read  the  following: 

Fifst  cost  of  one  tpn  of  hemp  In  Russia,'  on  the  aver- 
age  of  pHcee  for  tli0  last  three  years         -    $89  05 
Amount  of  charges  in  Rassi&n  ports  ^14  '49 
Amount  ^f  present  duty       '  -         -    ,30  00 
Freight  frofH' Russia  to  the  United 

etates         .        1        V        .        .     80  00-^74  49 
Without  adding  insurance  and  oommiaaions. 
By  the  proposed  bill,  the  cost  wonld  stand  thus : 
First  cost  in  Russia     %«. .      .        .         .  89  05 

Charges  in  Russian  ports        -    ,  '-y$14  49 
Freight  .   .     .     ■   .        -     '  .     30  00 

Proposed  doty        ....     44  80—  69  %9 

Amount  of  duties  now^-actnally  paiJ  on  a  ship,  bur- 
den 350  tons:  • 
14  tons  iron,  including  anchors,  at  $15  per 

ton         »        -        -•-.        .-        .  $210  00 
13  tons  cordage,  at  $30  per  ton,  !|S390,  less 

1-6  for  tar,  $65       .'        .        .         .        .    335  00 

40  bolt8.heav7  duck;  duties* $3  -       $^  00 
20  bolto'Ravens  d^dk,  duties  $1  '95     JK5  00^105  00 
3,000  pounds  copper  bolts,  4  cents       -        •     ISO  00 
Mahogany,  hardware,  shipchanulery,  painis, 
dry  goods  for   cabin, .  Ae.,  estimated  at 
$l,000,.and  paying  a  duty  on 'average  of 
SOperc^t    ....        .        .        -    SOOOO 

44  hhds.  lalt,  used  for  salting  tim^r^  duties  . 
$2  ^0 96  80 

f  1,056  80 

T  hese  computations,  Mr.  Webster  ^stated,  were 
furnished  by  one  of  his  constituents^  a  gentleman 
of  the  utmost  prO.bity  and  accuracy,  and  he  was 
sure  they  mignt  be  relied  on. 

The  debate  was  then  resumed  by  Mr.  Buch- 
anan, who  advocated  the  duty  proposed  in  the 
bill,  ai^  opposed  the  amendment^  as  did  also  Mr. 
Tod  and  Mr.  Speaker  €lat.  It  was  supported 
by  Messrs.  Webbtcr,'  Merger,  P.  .P.  Babbour, 
Foot  of  Connecticut.  CA|&BaELBN<3,  and  McKiw* 
The  debate  was  continued  ia  a  series  of  speeches, 
abounding  with  fa(^and  argument^  and  occasion- 
ally enlivened  with  attack  and  retort,  in  whieb 
humor  wds  chastened  by  decorum. 

The  following,  are  Mr.  Buchanan's  remarks  io 
reply  to  Mr.  Reed  : 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  that,  in  risiiig  to  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  ^Mr.  Re£1>,) 
he  did  not  intend  to  follow  him  through  the  excur- 
sive range  which  he  had  taken.  Xud^^ipg  f'/>^ 
the  speech  alone,  a  stranger  to  the  question  migbt 
be  induced  to  believe  that  the  measure  under  dis- 
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cassJoD  was  one,  the  adoption. of  which  would,  in 
its  eoQsequ  enees,  destroy  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  the  country,  and  endanger  the  existence 
of  its  navy.  ^r.  B.  said  that,  able  and  ingenious 
as  had  been  the  speech  of  the  gentleman,  he  ipust 
be  permitted  to  say  that  a  lacge  proportion  of  it 
bad  but  a  very  remote  application  to  tlva  subject. 

What,  paid  Mr.  B.,  is  the  real  question  now  uq- 
der  discussion  ?  By'the  existing  tariff  of  1816,  the 
duty  upon  the  importation  of  foreign  hemp  is  150 
cents  upon  each  112  lbs.  The  present  bill  nropo^es 
to  increase  that  duty,  which  is  now  eqUal  to  134 
cents  on  the  100  lbs,  and  to  make  it  200  cents  upon 
each  100  lbs.  And  yet  thia  comparatively  unim- 
portant measure  has  given  birth  to  all  the  fefarful 
predictions  of  tbe  gentleman  Crom  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  B.  said,  if  theire  is  a  single  clause  jn  the 
bill  in  perfect  aipcordance  with  the  principled  and 
thepohcyby  which  its  friends  professjto  be  guided, 
it  is  the  one  now- under  discussion.  If  it  cannot 
be  supported,  we  may  begin  to  despair. of  the>pa8- 
sage  of  the  bill  through  this  Houae. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  would  conduce  taa  proper  under- 
standing of  the  subject,  and,  in  his  opinion,  at 
once  demolish  the  greater  part  of  {he  argument  of 
the  gentlemap-  from  Massachusetts,  to  ascertain 
and  fix  with  precision  the  nature  of  the  question 
uoder.dlscQssion.  For  this  purpose,  it  is  necessa- 
ry that  we  shquld  discovw  the  ad  valorem,  duty  to 
wbicfai  the  present  specific  doty  would  be  equal. 
In  doing  so,  I  «faaH  refer  to  the  authentic' offiQial 
documents  prepared  by  the  SetH-etary  of  ihe  Trea- 
surv  under  the  authority  of  Mr#  8an ford's  law, 
and  not  to  a  private  letter^  such  as  that  upon  which 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr'.  Web- 
ster) has  founded  his  calculations.  The  writer 
of  that  letter,  it  is  fair  to  presume,  must  have  felt 
a  deep  ioterest  in  this  «ubieet,x>ther wise  he  would 
not  have  taken  the  troulne  of  supplying  the  gen- 
tleman with  information.  When  we  reflect  tKat 
self-interest  is  the  most  fruitful  source  of  prejudice, 
and  that,  if  the  letter  be  correct,  then  are  the  of- 
ficial Treasury  repprts  altogether  deceptive,  I  t^ke 
it  for  granted  that  the  Committee  will  have  but 
little  difficulty  in  deciding  which  i6  entitled  tp 
the  preference.  / 

From  these  Kports,  it  appears  that  the  average 
cost  of  foreign  hemp  in  the  ports  from  which  it 
was  exported,  must  have  been  rn  1821  $5  92  per 
cwt ;  m  182d,  $5  91 ;  and  in  1823.  $5. 83.  For 
the  purpose  of  my  argument,  I  will  assume  that 
its  average  value,  for  the  last  three  yeard,  on  board 
of  the  vessel  at  the  place  of  exportation,  has  been 
9118  per  ton.  This  comes  within  a  fraction  of  ^he 
truth,  as  any  gentleman  may  discover  by  making 
the  calculation.  In  order  to  aVwrtain  what  ad 
valorem  duty  would  be  equa^  to'  the  present  spe- 
cific duty  of'930  per  ton,  we  inust  add  to  this 
S118  the  ten  jper  cent,  required  to  be  added  by  ex- 
isting laws,  in  estimatinjg;  an  ad  valorem  dutv.. 

This  would  make  the  dutiable  value  of  the  article  ,     ^     , 

(129  80  per  ton ;  and  of  consequence  the  present    nate  for  the  support  of  the  argument.    I  will  read 


of  only  11  per  cent.,  ad  valorem,  to  the  existing 
impost.  These  pimple  facts,  taken  f\rom  official 
documents  in  the  hands  of  every  member  of  the 
Committee,  would  of  themselves  be  a  satisfactory 
ftnsw^r  to  nearly  all  the  arguments  .of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Keed.)  His  con- 
clusions have  resulted  from  mistaken  premises. 

.But,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  will  now  exhibit  to  the  view 
of  the>  Committee  another  statement,  derived  from 
the  same  official  source,  whjch  I  venture  to  pre- 
dict will  astonish  every  person  i^hose  attention 
has  not  been  directed  particularly  to  the  subject. 
In  1819  there  were  25,578  t^s  of  foreign  hemp, 
on  wMch  a  duty  was  ptfid,  imported  into  this 
country.  In  182Q  there  were  46,853;  in  1821, 
59,963  ;w«nd  in  1822  it  had  increased  to  98,058 
tons.  Thus,  under  the  operation  of  the  existing 
duty,  in  the  short  space  oi  three  y^ears  the  increase 
has  b(^n  nearly  fourfold.     .  I 

In  this  mannef,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  astonishing 
spectacle  is  presented  to  the  world  of  an  agricul- 
tural nation,  possessing  millions  of  acres  of  land 
capable  dT  producing  the  finest  hemp,  dependent 
for  its  supply  of  thtlt  necessary  article  upon  a  dis- 
tant country.  There  must  be  something  rotten  in 
the  system  of  policy  from.which  such  consequences 
proceed.  The  rapid  increase  of  the  importation 
of  the  foteign  article  demonstrates  that  an  addi- 
tional duty  ift  absolutely  necessary  .to  check  its 
farther  progress,  unless  you  wish  to  give  the  grow- 
ers of  the  article  in  Russia  an  exclusive  monopoly 
of  our  market  in  preference  to  our  own  farmers. 
The  additional  duty  proposed  is  moderate;  it  is 
no  more  than  a  protective'  duty  in  fs^vor  of  our 
own  agriculture,  and  will  not,  s^t  least  for  many 
years  to  come,  prohibit  th^  importation  of  foreign 
hemp. 

If,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  understand  the  great  principle 
of  this  bill,  it  is  that  a  moderate  addiHonal  pro- 
tection shall  be  afforded  to  tho^e  manufactures, 
the  raw  material  of  which  either  is,  or  may  be 
made,  abundant  in  this  country.  Where  this  raw 
material  is  a  product  of  agriculture,  it  has  a  pecu- 
liar claim  to  our  favor ;  because^  by  that  means, 
the  agricultural  in  teres  t,*whicl\,  of  all  others,  we 
.^houla  the  most  cherish^  and  which,  in  the  Middle 
and  Western  States,  is  now  very  much  depressed, 
will  be/  promoted.  *  When,  in  addition  to  these 
considerations,  we  reflect  that  hemp  is  an  article 
essential  to  our  naval  defence,  it  has  claims  to  our 
regard  which  are  at  least  equal  to  any  one  in  the 
bill.  "  And  yet  the  policy  which  we  have  been  pur- 
suing, if  we  continue  to  persist  in  it,  will  render 
us  entirely  dependent  upon  Russia  for- our  supply. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Reeo) 
has  contended  that  the  domestic  hemp  is  not 
equal  in  quality  to  the  foreign ;  and,  in  order  to 
establish  this  position,  he  has  read  the  letter  from 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  dated  27th  Jan- 
uary, 1824. 

This  authority  is,  I  think,  exceedingly  unfortn- 


specific  duty  is  equal  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of 
about  23  per  cent.  The  duty  proposed  by  this  bill 
would,  therefore,  be  equal  to  an  ad  valorem  duty 
of  about  34  per  cent.,  and  would  b^  an  addition 

18th  Con.  1st  SEa8.-*60 


one  paragraph  of  it,  which  will  place  the  subject 
in  its  proper ^ligbt: 

»*  The  reaions,  say  the  Commissioners,  which  enti- 
tle Rassia  hemp  to  a  preferenca,  are  to  be  found,  aolely , 
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it  M  believed,  in  the  mrnnner  of  preparing  it  for  market. 
In  its  natural  state,.American  hemp  is,  unqoestienabi j, 
aa  good  as  that  of  any  other  country  ;  and  n«meroiM 
experimenta  prove  the  fact,  that,  when  prepared  as 
Rassia  hemp  ii,  it  is  folly  equal  to  the  best  Russia 
hedip,  and,  indeed,  superior  to  that  generally  import- 
ed. The  Russian  method  is  "called  ^*  water  rotting ;" 
that  practised  in  the  United  States,  '<  dew  rotting." 

This  proves  conclusively  that  the  Am^ican  | 
hemp,  when  taken  from  ihe  groun<),  is  equal,  if 
not  superior^  in  quality,  to  that  produced  in  Rus- 
sia. The  difference  is  in  the  maofier  pf  preparing 
it  for  market.  The  Russian  liemp  is  ioater  retted  ; 
the  American  has  heretofore  generally  been.(Jeip 
rotted.  t  ,* 

U  there  any  obstacle  to  prevent  us  from  water 
rotting  hemp  Y  Certainly  not ;  there  i»>water  in 
abundance^  for  that  porpose,  in  many  parts  of  the 
Union  which  ai^  well  adapted  to  its  growth.  We 
hjave  been  informed  by  the  Speaker,  that  the  pro- 
cess of  water  rotting  American  fa^mp,  has  already 
commenced  in  several  places.  Such  an  additional 
encouragement  to  the  American  farmer  a^s  this 
bill  will  afford,  should  it  be  enacted  into  a  law, 
will  enable  him,  in  a  short  time,  to  come  into  fair 
comj^tition  with  the  Russian  hemp  grower,  and 
to  bring  into  the  h<^e  marjtet,  water  rotted  hemp, 
of  home  production,  fully  equal,  if  not  superior  in 
quality,  to  that  for  which  we  are  .now  dependent 
on  a  foreign  nation.  'Is  there  any  American  who 
would  not  rejoice  at  such  an  event  ? 

Will  this  additional  duty,  said  Mr.  B.,  injure 
the  navigatinff  interest  of  the  country  ? '  I  ^dmit 
that  it  may,  for  a  very  short  time,  enhance  ihe 
price  of  hemp, a  trifle;  but  it  t»nnot  produce  any 
of  the  evils  to  that  interest  which  the  gentleman 
from  Massachu^tts  (Mr.  Rtsn}  seems  to  dread. 
The  effect  of  this  unsure  will  be  to  create  a  com- 
petition, not  only  between  the  foreign  and  domes^ 
tic  hemp  crowere,  but  among  thje  domestic  hemp 
growers  themselves — and  the  copsequeoeewill  be 
an  eventual  reduction  in  the  price.  The  experi- 
ence of  this  country,  in  regard  to  other. articles, 
justifies  this  Anticipation.'  Our  capacity  for  the 
production  o(  heinp  is  anbonndei).  All  that  is 
necessary,  therefore,  to  make. its  cultfvation  suc- 
cessful, iS)  to  direct,  a  portion  of  the  domestic  ixir 
dustry,  which  is  now  laneuisbing  for  want  of 
emplQyment,  towards  that  branch  of -agriculture. 

Whilst  I  am  up,  s^  Mr.  Bm  I  will  advert  to 
an  observation  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr.  Wf b8T£a)  a  few  days  mo  in  re- 
p^ly  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  ofDomes- 
tic  Manufactures.  He  stated  tha\  the  old  notions 
concerning  a  balance  of  trade  were  idle  and  ridicu- 
lous, and  that  they  had  been  exploded  by-all  en- 
lightened political  economista  ot  the  present  day* 
This  may  be  true  so  far  as  it  respects  political  theo- 
risU;  but  no  practical  statesman,  either  in  pur 
own  or  any  other  country,  has  ever  acted  upon 
such  principles.  There  can  be  no  case  put  which 
will  be  a  stronger  illustration  t&  show  the  pro- 
priety of  attending  to  the  balance  of  trade«  than 
the  ruinous  commerce  which  is  nOw  prosecuted 
between  the  United  States  and  Russia.  '  In  that 
trade  there  is  an  annual  balance  against  as  of  more 


than  92,000,000*  What  are  the  articles  which 
we  receive  from  Russia,  and  which  create  this 
b^anoe^  Iron,  hemp,  and  the  manufactures  of 
hemp ;  articles  Which  we  are  capable  of  producing 
and  manufacturing  in  abundance  f^r  ourselves. 
Will  any  gentleipan  contend  that,  if  we  did  sup- 
ply ourselves « with  these  articles,  we  would  not 
K0ep  among  our  own  citizens  that  balance  which 
we  now«  annually  pay  W  Russia,  and  thus,  as  a 
nation,  be  so  much  the  more  rich  and  independ- 
ent? Is  it  necessary  to  use  an  argument  to  prove 
that  this  would  be  a  desirable  event? 

I  know,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  ha»  been  stated  (hat  the 
trade  with  Russia  is  circuitous,  and  that  our  do- 
niestic  products  are  exported  to  other  countries, 
and  there  expkanged  for  articles  which  the  Rus- 
sialic  reeeive  in  payments  l*he  trade  to  Gaba, 
and  from  thence  to  Russia,  has  been  given  as  an 
example.  This  observation^  however,  applies  only 
to  a  part  of  our  trade  with  tliat  country ;  the 
largeir  portion  of  it  is  direct,  and  the  balance  must 
be  paid  in  money.  And  yet  this  is  the  kind  of 
6ommerce  which  gentlemen  wish  to  continue  and 
extend — a  commerce  which,  while  it  produces  a 
large  balance^against  us,  extiludes  from  our  mar- 
kets the  iron  and^the  hemp  of  our  oWn  citizens, 
and  renders  us  dependent  upon  foreign  countries 
for  these  essential  articles  01  national  defence.  If 
Russia  would  receive  our  productions  in  exchange 
for  these  articles^  then  there  migh't  be  some  pre- 
tence for  desiring  a  contihuance  of  this  trade. 
But,  •during  th^  last  year,  whilst  the  ^alue  of  our 
imports  from  that  country  ,was^^,195,870,  our 
domestic  exports  amountea  only  to  the  small  sum 
of  $91,635. 

If,  said  Mr.  B-r^bis  were  the  proper  occasion,  it 
^ould  not  be  difficult  to  prove  that  the  balance  of 
trade  with  the  world  is  n6w,  and  for  years  has 
been,  against  us.  I  would. not  attempt  to  do  this 
from  the  books  of  theeustom-house.  I  agree  with 
gentlemen  that  they  alone  do  dot  afibrd  a  correct 
guide  iSipon  this  subject.  It  is  certain  that  they 
may.  exhibit  a  large  apparent  'balance  against  ns, 
and  yet.  the  real  balance  be  iir  our  favor.  For  ex- 
ample, suppose  our  exports  amounted  to $40,000,-^ 
000,  and  our  imports  to  $50,000,000,  if  lye  had  no 
evidence  upon'tbe'subject,  except  the  books  of  the 
custom-house,  we  mi^hc  lairly  conclude  that  our 
commercial  capital)  industry,  and  enterprise,  were 
worth  imports  to  the  value  of  910,000.000,  and 
that  thus  the  account  Would  be  balanced  and  the 
country  enriched.  But  is  this  the  case?  Do  we 
not  knoW)  in  addition  *to  the  testimony  which  they 
B^ord,  that  specie,  that  Government  stock,  that 
bank  stock  ef  the  United  States,  and  even  the 
canal  stock  of  th^  State  of  New  York,  have  been 
leavins  the  country 'to  purchase"  goods  and  pay 
the- debts  wbich  we  owe  to  Great  Britain?  Do 
we  not  know  that  the  rate  ef  exchange  upon  Lon- 
don has  beeU'larg^  and  confinualFy  against  us 
for  severifl  years  ?  This  shows,  conclusi^y,  that, 
notwithstanding  all  the  money  and  the  stocks 
which  we  have  exported,  funds  in  England,  for 
years,  have  been  always  wanted  by  the  merchants 
of.  this  country.  Bills  of  exchange  on  England, 
i  and  on  the  isest  of  Europe,  have  uniformly  com- 
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mmded  a  handsome  premiam  for  a  considerable 
period  of  time.  I  would  ask  ffentlemen  the  reason 
why  they  have  been  in  such  demand,  if  it  were 
not  to  pay  the  continual  balance  against  us  in  our 
trade  with  the  worfd.  Would  it  not,  then,  be  de- 
sirabTe  to  diminish  our  imports  and  increase  our 
exports?  This  bill,  should  it  pass,  will,  in  my 
opinion^  accomplish  that  d^irable  object;  and 
the  additional  duty  upon  hemp^  which  it  proposes, 
will,  in  no  small  degree,  contribute  to  its  attain- 
ment. But,  sir,*said  Mr.  B.,  I  find  I  ani  getting 
into  a  discussion  of  the  general  principle  of  this 
bUl,  whkh  I  do  not,  at  present, intend  ;  and  Twill, 
therefore,  desist,  at  this  time,  from  prosecuting  the 
subiect  farther. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendtnetkt  an<t 
decided  in  the  ne^tive — ayes  69,  noes  107.  And 
then  the  Gonmittee  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed, 

Wednesuay,  March  24. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  a 
statement  of  the  expenditures'  at  the  national  ar- 
mories, and  of  the  arms,  dbc,  made  therein,  during 
the  year  1823 ;  rendered  in  obedience  to  an  act  of 
the  2d  of  April,'  1794 ;  which  letter  and  statement 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Gotnmit* 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Joseph  C.  Tucker  and  Elisba 
Dwelle,  reported  a  bill  authorizii^g  the  Secretary 
of  the  TreasDry  to  adopt  a  new  hydrometer  for 
ascertaining*  the  proof  of  liquors;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  t&e 
Whole. 

Mr.  Little,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolationary  Claims,  to  which'  was  referred 
the  b'dl  Trom  the.Senate^  entitled  '<An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Dean  Weymouth,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  aad  it  was  coinmitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  , 

Mr.  £DWAii,D8f  from  the  Committee  on  Rerolu- 
tiooarv  Fensions,  to  which  was  referred  the  hill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Noah  Smith,  of  Maine,"  reported  the' same  with 
ao  amendment  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.    ' 

Mr.  RsYNoros  laid,  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  Vi2 : 

iZsMAwrf,  That  the  Premdent  of  the  United  States 
be  raqnested  to  lay  before  this  Honse,  as  soon  as  con- 
t^ientf^any  ioformation  which  he  may  have  in  his 
poitririon,  showing  the  reason  why  the* engineers  ap» 
pointfld  "  to  examine  the  most  saitable  site  foF  a  na- 
tioBal  trmory  on  the  Western  waters,''  have  not  ipade 
their  report. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  laid  the  follow- 
ing resolution  on  the  table  for  consideration  to- 
morrow, riz : 

Jiesohedf  That  the  rule  nninbered  eighiy-fimr,  of 
the  staadlog  rales  and  orders  of  the  Hoose,  be  re- 
•dnded.  ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afiairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 


the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  exchange  ^y^  arpens  of  land, 
on  the  south  side  of  .the  public  lot,  in  the  town  of 
Baton  Rouge,  in  Louisiana,  for  an  equal  number 
of  arpens  on  the  north  side  of  the  same  lot,  which 
haTQ  been  confirmed  to  the  heirs  of  Elulogia  de 
Casas. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  maklog  provision  by  law  to 
authorize  the  erection  of  a  jiational  arsenal  on  the 
Alabama  or  Tombigoee  rivers.  a(  such  point  as 
may  be  thought  thfe  itiost  eligible  for  the  defence 
of  tnat  section  of  the  United  S(a'tes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cassedy,  the  Committee  on 
'  tfie  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  alteriog  or  amending  the  act  of 
Congress,  passed  March  3d,'  1797,  which  provides 
thht  wHts  of  execution  upon  judgments  obtained 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  in  any  of  the 
courts  5f  the  Ignited  States,  in  one  Stateg  may  run 
and  be  executed  in  any  otner  State  or  Territory 
of  the  United  States,  m  such  manner  that  pur- 
chasers and  others  may  be  furnished  with  some 
convenient  means  of  ascertaining  the  liens  or  en- 
cumbrances created  by  the  judgments  or  execu- 
tions ia  such  case^,  upon  the  property  of  the  de- 
fendants. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inqaire  into 
the  justice  and  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Henry  logrdbaro,  ^rvivor  of  Nathan- 
iel Ingraham  and  sons,  late  navy  lagents,  at 
Charleston,-  in  South  Carolina,  and  their  sureties, 
on  the  terms  proposed  by  the  said  Henry  Ingra- 
ham, to'the  Treasury  Department. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1824,^f  was  begun  to-be  read  a  third  time ; 
before  completing  the  reading,  it  was  observed 
that  an  error  had  occurred  in  the  engrossing — 
whereupon,  the  reading  was  suspended. 

,  THE  TARIFF  BILL- 

■ 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  CoNDicT<in  the  C6air,)  on  the  bill  ''to  amend 
the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports." 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  254th  line,  the  follow- 
ing clause :  ''  on  all  wines  which  are  now  charged 
with  a  duty  of  fifteen  cents  pec  gallon,  twenty-five 
cents  pef  gallon." 

Mr.  Poinsbtt,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed  the 
aiaendment.  He  did  not  desire  to  see  this  country 
a  wine  growing  country,  as,  in  comparison  witn 
corn  growing  countries^  they  were  always  poor 
and  miserable. 

Mr.  BrenT)  of  Louisiana,  opposed  it,  as  not  cal- 
culated to  aid  domestic  industry. 

Mr.  GuBLET  quoted  statistical  details,  to  show 
that  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  low  priced  wines 
had  increased  the  revenue.  Raising  the  duty  was, 
therefore,  not  calculated  to  benefit  the  revenue. 
He  replied  to  Mr.  Ton's  remark,  as  to  the  ability 
of  Louisiana  to  pay  the  duty,  the  protection  of 
sugar,  the  profit  of  negro  labor^  ^. 
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Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticat,  replied,  that  he  only 
had  wished,  on  this  item,  to  restore  the  tariff  Of 
1816.  The  reductioa  of  the  duty  had  destroyed  a 
promi^og'lnfant  manufactory  in  his  district,  and 
be  wished  to  raise  the  duty  for  the  general  purpose 


which  the  Na\^  alone  would  pay.  The  factory 
was  kept  in  beincf  by  Navy  contracts  alone — aot 
a  bolt  of  its  duck  had  ever  been  used  in  a  mer- 
chant ship,  notwithstanding  it  was  situated  in  the 
most  commercial  district  m  all  the  Union.    Mr. 


of  cherishing  the  produce  of  wine  in  the  United    G.  went  into  a  course  of  general  argument  against 


States, 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentuckv,  made  a  calculation 
to  show. that  low  duties  on  inese  wines  would  in- 
crease the  revenue,  and  augment  a  trade  which 
was  profitable  to  this, country. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  eomhatted  the 
Tiew  and  argument  of  Mr,  Trimble,  and  con- 
tended that  as  much  wine  would  be  used  at  twenty- 
five  as  at  fifteen  cents  duty.  . 

Mr.  Tod,  of  Pennsylvania,  replied,  add  signified 
that  he  had  no  wish  lor  the  adoption  of  the  acnead- 
ment ;  and  the^uestion  being  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Foot,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  Tod  moved  to  strike  oat  from  line  99,  to 
104,  inclusive,  yiz : 

<*^n  RuMia  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  archeeiM, 
two  doli»rs  «ach  pioc6 ; 

*'  On  Raven's  duck»  per  pi^ce  of  fifty-two  archeens, 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  ekch  piece ; 

"  On  Holland  duck,  per  piece  of  fiftyv-two  Brcheent, 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each  piece. '* 

Mr.  T.  stated,  that  the  manufacture  of  duck  was 
now  established ;  mucli  of  the  flax  had  to  be  im- 
ported from  Ireland,  and  there  was  son^e  reason  to 
apprehend  that  the  duty,  as  proposefl,  would  inter- 
fere with  the  provisions  of  the  British  treaty.  He 
therefore  desired  to  leave  this  manufacture  under 
another  provision  of  the  bill.  , 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  of  Massachusetts,  asked  fof^ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  Too  replied,  that  the  ad  valorem  duty  laid 
on  duck  in  the  other  part  of  the  bill,  was  25  per 
cent.;  that  proposed  in  this,  amounted  to  about  20 
per  cent.;  so  that  striking  out  would  raise' the  duty 
5  per  cent. 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  wished  f^c  farther 
consideration. 

Mr.  Clay  supported  Mr.  Ton's  motion.  The 
article  jiow  made  was  of  an  excellent  quality. 
The  American  Navy  had  adopted  the  use  of  it. 
It  was  a  manufacture  for  which  this  country  was 
well  adapted;  and  it  diminished  a  trade  the  most 
disadvantageous  of  any  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

Mr.  Crowninsbield  went  into  an  extended 
statement  of  facts,  in  relation  to  the  manufacture 
of  sail  duck,  and  the  seTeral  kinds  of  that  article 
imported  from  abroad.  Of  these,  he  stated  the 
Dutch  to  be  the  best,  the  Russian  next^  then  the 
French,  and,  lastly  the  English.  The  inferiority 
of  this  last  kind,  he  attributed  Co  the  English  prac- 
tice of  dew-rotting  the  flax. of  which  the  duck  is 
made.  In  Holland,  it  ns  wator-rottedj.and/'  in 
Russia,  undergoes  another  process,  somewhat  dif- 
ferent from  both.  He  gave  a  detailed  account  of 
the  factory  at  Salem,  in  its  first  abortive  attempt 
at  using  tne  American  flax,  and  its  late  successful 
manufacture  of  sail  cloth  from  flax  imported  from 
Ireland.  The  article  he  acknowledged  to  be  of 
the  very  first  quality,  but  furnished  at  a  price 


the  bill.  He  censured  the  grasping  ambition  of 
this  young  country,  which  nothing  could  satisfy. 
We  were  seeking  to  monopolize  every  branch  of 
profit  to  ourselves ;  we  must  have  every  enterprise 
of  commerce,  all  the  profit  of  manufactures,  aod 
the  whole  system  of  agriculture,  to  ourselves.  We 
said  to  the  North,  give  up,  9nd  to  the  Soith,  keep 
not  back.  And  stretched  our  desires  over  .the 
whole  earth.  He  stated  the  commercial  character 
and  situation  of  his  constituents;  his  district  .con- 
tained probably  ti^'ce  the  amount  of  commercial 
capital  to  that  of  any  other  district  re(>resented  on 
this  floor;  it  had  honorably  paid  every  custom- 
house bond,  with  one  solitary  exception ;  and  even 
'  thai  could  yet  be  recovered,  it  had  never  been  a 
manufacturing  di^rict,  and  never  would  be.  The 
habits  of  commercial  men  were  not  to  be  changed 
by*the  talismanic  touch  of  an  act  of  legislation. 
It  was  vaih  to  expect  to  draw  about  the  capital  of 
a  trading  people  at  your  will,  by  silken  cords;  it 
must  be  done  slowly^  gradually,  surely,  and  by 
natural  causes.  He  showed  that  the  proposed  duty 
wpuld  be  injurious  to  the  navigation  oi  the  coun- 
try, and  eulogized  the  ingenuity,  art,  and  science, 
displayed,  in  the  construction  of  a  ship.  In  reply 
to  the  argument  that  the  consumer  pays' the  duty, 
Mj:.  C.  asked,  who  is  the  consumer?  Who  eats 
hemp  *?  Who  eats  iron  ?  Who  Wears  sail  duck  1 
Apd  replied,  it  was  our  ships ;  lall  that  part  of  the 
propoS|ed  tariff 'went  to  oppress  the  ioterests  of 
navigation. 

Mr.  Kremer  then  rose,  and-  insisted  that  this 
th^n  the  individual  citizens  themselves.  This 
duty  was  n(X  higher  than  that  recommended  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  thought  the 
arguments,  of  t^e  honorable  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts were ,  very  extraordinary.  That  gen* 
tleman  asks  if  we  «an  change  the  habits  of  mer- 
chants by  cords  of  silk,  and  whether  we  were 
the  Israelites  of  old  ?  I  say  yes,  we  are ;  and  I 
will  prove  it  to  the  gentleman  from  the  Good 
Book.  U  has  been  said  to  us,  as  it  was  to  Israel 
of  old,  if  ye  will  hearken  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
your  Crod,  you  shall,  yes,  ypu  shall,  be  the  bead, 
and  not  the  tail,  of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth. 


You  shall  lend  to  many,  «nd  borrow  of  none. 
You  shall,  like  the  good  people  of  the  geDtkman  s 
district  of  Salem,  pay  all  your  custom-housr  bonds, 
with  the  exception  of  one— to.be  sure,  ail  the  dis- 
tricts of  tlic  UQion  couidnot  compare  with  the 
gentleman's  district.  They  were  not  so  rifch  as 
the  merchants  of  .Salem.  But,  if  those  gentle- 
men had  had  all  the  fat  of  the  soup,  it  was  time 
they  spared  some  to  the  rest  of  the  country.  H^ 
was  in  favor  of  doing  equal  justice  to  all.  If  the 
growers  of  hemo,  to  the  West,  were  properly  pro- 
tected, perhaps  tney  tnight,  in  time,  be  able  to^f 
to  the  genilemrin,  "  We  pay  our  debts,  too."  H* 
hoped  the  amendment  would  prevail. 
Mr.  Clay  spok^  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
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Massachusetts,  (Mr.CROWNiNsmELD,)  so  far  as  he 
had  DOt  been  answered  by  the  speech  of  the  hoQ- 
orable  geDtleman  from  P^nnsylvaoia,  *  The  gen- 
tleman bad  said  that  the  Navy  distributed  its  con- 
tracts at  high  prices  with  a  view  to  become  popu- 
lar with  the  natioo.  He  wishedithat  Government 
wonld  pursue,  throughout,  the  policy  of  encour- 
aging our  own  ingenuity,  industry,  and  c^nterprise. 
There  could  be  no  more  certain  or  jpaore  hdnorable 
path  to  popularity/  But  he  thought  the  eeutle- 
man's  argument  went  to  cpnfute  himself,  He 
said  that,  but  for  the  patronage  of  the  Navy,  the 
factory  at  Salem  must  die.  What  dij  this  show  ? 
That  nothing  was  wanting  to  the  manufacturer 
but  Qovemmental  protection— the  very  thing  for 
which  the  friends  of  the  bkll  contended.  Mr.  C. 
insisted  that  the  effects  of  the  American  efforts  had 
matly  lowered  the  price  of  this  aKicle.  It  had 
been  furnished  to  the  Navy  since  the  peace,  at 
tweoty-two  dollars,  but  could  now  ^  supplied  at 
seventeen  dollars,  while  the  best  Rbsslan  was  at 
from  sixteen  to  twenty  dollars  The  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  recommended  an  ad 
TiUorem  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  the  very.rate 
at  which  this  amendment  would  place  it. 

Mr.  Fhort)  said  that  he  had  heard,  in  the  course 
of  this  debate,  a  very  frequent  reterence  to  the 
former  tariff  bills,  and  it  was  often  naid  that  duties 
in  this  bill  were  not  higher  t^an  in  those — but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  former^  tariff  bills 
had  been  professedly  for  revenue — this  wes  pro- 
fessedly for  a  different  object,  and,  therefore,  th^re 
was  no  proper  parallel  to* be  drawn.    He  insisted 
that  the  h\\\  would  not  benefit  the  farmers,  (of 
which  number  he  had  the  honor  to  be  66e.)    As 
to  its  aiding  agriculture  by  requiring  more^  flax!, 
the  object  was  too  small  to  be  wortn  considera- 
tion.   It  was  confessed  that,  unless  the  factories 
eould  get  fat  contracts  from  the  Government  they 
could  not  go  on.    No  doubt  with  such  contracts, 
they  might  thrive  aud  grow  rich.    It  was  argued 
that  we  most  eut  off  foreign  trade,  and  promote 
Lome  products.    But,  he  asked,  who  will  buy? 
Was  it  contended  the  manufacturers  would  them- 
selves suvply  the  farmer  with  a  market?    If  all 
the  five  pundred  thousand  manufacturers  of  the 
United  States  were  put  into  one  of  the'Western 
districts,  a  circle  of  sixty  miles  diameter  would 
furnish  all  they  could  consume.    Could  any  body 
believe  that  we  could  take  hands  away  from  the 
agriculture  of  the  country,  to  compete  with  tha 
manufacturer!;  of  Europe  1    Something  had  been 
said  about  domestic  tallow.  ^  Did  ever  a  farmer 
kill  his  beef  for  the  sake  of  the  tallo^  ? 

Mr.  CuTHBEHT  wished  to  ask  one  question  of 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 


Manufactures.  If  the  article  of  duck  requires 
protection  at  this  tipie,  and  the  duty  laid  on  for- 
eign duck  is  just  enough  to  balance  the  duty  on 
the  foreign  flax  used  ip  the  domestic  article,  how 
is  it  protected?  If  the  one  balances  flie'  other, 
what  is  gained  1  Mr.  C.  made  some  general  re- 
marks OD  the  policy  of  the  bill.  So  soon  as  we 
attempted  to  protect  one  trade,  we  interfered  with 
another.  Link  touched  link — and  there  was  no 
end  to  our  diflEiculties. 


Mr.  Tod  spoke  in  reply  and  explanation. 
Mr.  CuTHBERT  was  not  satisfied,  and  required 
still  further  explanation. 

Mr.  Cassedy  repeated  some  statements  he  had 
before  mada  The  domestic  duck  was  not  made 
wholly,  but  onlv  in  part,  of  iiiported  flax.  So 
there  was  not  a  balance  between  the  duties. 

Mr.  CuTfiBERT  rejoined,  and  complained  that 
one  duty  was  made  a  plea  for  another.  We  firsiC 
lay  a  duty  on  flax-— and,  then,  having  done  this, 
it  is  urgea  as  a  reason,  why  we  must  lay  another 
duty  on  duck.  ,  '  ^  , 

Mr.  Crownikshielo  replied  to  Mr.  Cla.y,  in  re- 
lation to  the  quantity  of  cloth  in  a  bolt  of  Ameri- 
can duck.  The  domestic  article  was  twenty-foar 
inches  wide ;  the  foreign  was  over  thirty,  and  the 
length  of  the  pi^ce,  the  same.  The  price,  it  was 
true,  had  been  reduced ;  but  this  was  done  by  de- 
teriorating the  goods.  Siiigle  instead  of  double 
^arp  was  used,  and  tow  filling  instead  of  flaxen ; 
and  yet,  after  this  adulteration,  the  article  was 
still  dearer  than  the  imported. 

The  question  was  then  put,  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Tofb,  and  carried— rayes  93,  noes  77. 

Mr.  Clat  moved  to  increase  the  existing  duty 
on  {he  article  of  molasses.    He  believeil  there  was 
no  fairer  object  of  taxation  in  the  proposed  tariff. 
His  great  wish  was  to  promote  An^erican  agricul- 
ture; and,  with  this  view,  to  encourage  the- pro- 
duction of  the  raw  material  of  any  subject  of 
manufacture  to  which   our  own    country  was 
adapted, 'rather  than  the  importation  of  the  rival 
foreign  article.    Molasses  was  to  be  considered— 
first,  as  an  article  of  subsistence.    As  such,  the 
existing  duty  bore  no  proportion  tq  that  on  brown 
sugar.    It  was  capable  ox  being  applied,*  and  was 
in  fact  applied,  to  almost  all  the  purposes  of  brown 
sugar.    This  latter  article  wa«  subject  to,  a  duty 
.of  ^ree  cents  per  pound.    A  gallon  of  molasses, 
containing  not  less  than  eight  pounds,  paid  a  duty 
only  of  five  cents;  that  is^  a  little  more  than  half 
a  cent  a  pouad.    Secondly,  as  a  substance  capable 
of  conversion  into  spirituous  liquors.    The  least 
dutv  imposed  oa  them  was  thirty-eight  cents  per 
gallon.    If  the   policy  of   the  country  be  well 
founded,  in  imposing;  this  high  duty  on  spirits 
manufactured  abroad^  it  equally  dictates  that  a 
high  duty  should  be  imposed  on  an  article  pro- 
duced abroad,  susceptible  of  easy  conversion  into 
spirits,  and  which,  comes  into  competition  with 
articles  raised  at  home,  capable'oj*  similar  conver- 
sion.   Thirdly,  as  a  raw  material  of  manufac- 
ture.  .On  this  'point,  it  appeared  to  Mr.  C,  that 
we  ouffht  to  discourage,  even  for  the  purpose  of 
manuracture,  any  raw  material,  raised  abroad,  of 
which  articles,  capable  of  a  similar  fabrication, 


can  be  eeftainly  produced  in  abundance  at  home. 
No  one,  will  doubt  that  the  grtiin  of  our  country 
produces  a  spirit  equal,  at  least,  to  that  which  is 
distilled  from  molasses ;  nor  our  ability  to  produce 
it  in' the  greatest  abundance.  He  did  not  mean 
to  take  up  the  moral  considerations  of  the  ques- 
tion, lie  intended  to"^  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Cominittee  to  the  matter  practically.  A  certain 
amount  of  spirituous  liquors  will  Jbe  consumed 
whatever  we  may  think  or  wish  upon  it  as  moral- 
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ists  or  philanthropists.  Assumioff  that  practical 
principle,  we  are  to  consider  whether  it  is  not 
better  for  our  country  to  derive  the  whole  profit, 
both  as  to  the  produdxlon  of  the  raw  material  and 
the  distillation  of  it,  raither  tha'n  divide  it  with 
foreigners.  Every  gallon  of  spirits^  dtstilled  froqi 
foreign  molasses,  and  consumed  within  the  coun- 
try, takes  the  plafe  of  a  gallon  of  spirits' distilled 
from  domestic  produce.  The  Iforeigner  enjoys  the 
benefit  of  the  value  of  the  raw  material,  and  we 
that  of  its  manufacture  only.  This  latter  advan- 
tage we  should  still  possess,  if  we  substituted  a 
native  raw  material  to  that  which  is  furnished  us 
from  abroad ;  and,  consequently,  the  mere  interest 
of  manufacturing  would  not  suffer  by  the  exclu- 
sion o(  the  foreign  inaterial.  There  would,  at 
mo3t,  be  only  a  change  in  the  theatre  pf  distilla* 
tion.         *  .        •  • 

The  increase  in  the  import  of  molasses  was 
▼ery  great,  so  great  as.  to  threaten  the  supplanting 
of  the  native  materials  of  distillation.  From  1790 
to  1800,  ipclusive  of  both  years,  the  total  quantity 
of  molasses  imported  was  53,323,607  gallons )  that 
is,  an. average  of  4,837,600  gallons  for'eachfof 
these  eleven  yeai^.  E*rom  1801  to  1811,  inclusive 
of  both'  those  years,  the  total*  quantity  imported 
was  78,224,65}  gallons ;  that  is,  upon  an  average, 
7,111,320  for  each  of  the  latter,  term  of  eleven 
years.  The  population  of  the  Utiiied  S.tates  in- 
creases in  a  ratio  of  about  four  p^r  cent,  per  an- 
num. And  the  increaised  importation  of  molasses, 
during  the  latter  term  of  eleven  years^  beyond 
that  of  the  previous  term,  of  eleven  years,  was 
about  whal  it  ought  to  have  been,  supposing  the 
increase  of  consumption  to  be  accordug  to  the 
progressiv,e  augmentation  of  our  population.  Ap- 
plying the  same  principle,  the  quantity  of  molas- 
ses ifiiported'in  1822  ought  to  have  beoa  9,375,040, 
instead  of  which  the  actual  quantitv  was  11,990^- 
569  gallons  for  that  year,  anu  for  tne  last  year  it 
rose  to  13,019,328  gallons !  Th^  principle  which 
Mr.  G.  thought  ought  to  govern  our  manufactur- 
ing policy  was  to  encourafire<_ist,  the'manufacture 
of  our  own  raw  materials ;  2hdly,  the  manufac- 
ture of  foreign  raw  materials  which  do  not  come 
into  competition  with  any  that  are  native ;  and 
3rdly,  but  least  of  all,  those  which  compete  with 
our  own  produce.  Of  all  parts  of  our  country,  the 
grain  growing  now  suffers  the  most.  Whatever, 
therefore,  would  tend  to  reanijnate  that,  without 
material  detriment  to  others,  ought  to '  meet  with 
a  favorable  consideration.  ,  Accordioff  to  an  esti- 
mate of  a  former  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
1810,  of  the  6,834,878  gallons  of  molassesl  then, 
imported,  five  millions  were  supposed  to  be  dis- 
tilled, and  the  residue,  1,834,878,  ^ere  consumed 
for  other  domestic  purposed.  Applying  that  rule — 
of  the  12,019,328,  imported  last  year,  2,786,413 
gallons  w^re  consumed  in  domestic  purposes  other 
than  that  of  distilfation,  and  10,232,915  gallons  in 
distillation.  Supposing  (which  is  a  low  estimat^^ 
a  gallon  of  molasses  to  produce  only  a  gallon  of 
spirits,  there  was  distilled  10,242,915  gallons  of 
spirits.  To  produce  this  quantity  from  grain, 
would  require  about  five  millions  or  bushels.  And 
the  total  export  of  the  breadstufis  of  the  last  year 


did  not  equal  five  millions  of  bushels  of  ^in. 
Thus,  by  excluding  the  foreign  raw  material  of 
molasses  as  an  obiect.of  distillation,  we  should 
create  an  additional  market  at  home,  for  a  quan- 
tity of  gra,in  equal  to  'about  the  whole  export,  in 
the  form  of  breadstufis,  of  th^t  article  last  year. 
Suppose  it  were  atten^pted  to  import  grain  from 
abroad,  for  the  purpose  of  distillation,  would  not 
every  one  cry  out  against  it  7  And  where  is  the 
difference  betweei^  such  an  operation  as  that  would 
be,  and  the  importation  of  molasses  oonvertible 
into  ^  worse  spirit  than  that  which  is  distilled 
from  grain  T       .    •     * 

Fourthly,  and  lastly,  molasses  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  source  of  revenue.  Tjie  effect  of  the 
additional  duty,  which  he  meant  to  propose,'  would 
be  merely  to  lessea .  tfie  importation,  and  thereby 
give  ^greater  scope  for  the  consumption  of  our 
native  produce.  To  what  amount  it  would  lessen 
it  could  only  be  matter  of  conjecture.  If  one,half, 
and  the  duty  which  the  coipinittee  might  &j. 
i^ould  be  twelve-and-a-half  cents  per  gallon,  there 
would  be  an  augmentation  of  revenue  in  the  ratio 
of  twenty-five  per  cent,  uppn  the  present  amount. 
Taxed  at  that  rate,  the  duty  would  stillbegyreatly 
below  the  standard  which  is  furnished  by  that  on 
brown  suffar,  or  on  that  of  spirits. 

So*  far  as  it  may  be  considered  as  an  article  of 
mere  subsistence,  Mr.  Clay  felt,  no  disposition  to 
increase  the  duty,  low  as  it  would  be,  if  his  pro- 
position were  adopted,  im  comparison  to  brown 
sugar.  If  there ^coiild  be  a  discrimination  made 
between  that  portion  of  the  material  which  was 
distilled  and  that  which  w^s  consumed  in  other 
domestic  ^ses,  he  Would,  with  pleasure,  adopt  the 
disc/iniination.  He  knew  of  none  that  was  prac- 
ticable, fit  finally  proposed  to  insert  in  the  bill 
a  duty  of  two-and-a-half  cents'^er  gallon  on  mo- 
lasses, but  subsequently  reduced  the  proposed 
ambunt  of  duty  to  ten  cents. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  remarked,  that  the 
opponents  of  the  bill  had  early  been  told  that  the 
policy  of  this  country  must  be  changed.  He  now 
perceived  that  the  honorable  Speaker  was  sincere 
in  that  declaration.  AH  he  should  observe  was, 
that  the  gentleman,  "^and  those  who  acted  with 
him,  were  before  a  country  which  was  competent 
to  judge  and  to  pronounce  upon  the  course  they 
were  taking. 

Mr.  ToMLiPtsor^,  of  Connecticut,  rote  in  reply 
to  the  Speaker,  and  observed,  that  it  would  have 
been  satisfactory  to  him  to  haye  •  been  apprized 
that  such  a  motion  was  about  to  be  made;  but. 
though  he  had  not  enjoyed  that  advantage,  ana 
was  therefore  obliged  tov reply  with  l^sstimeibr 
consideration  than  be  could  have  wished,  he  still 
felt  it  his  duty  to  state  his  views,  in  answer  to 
those  which  had  beea  expressed  by  the  honorable 
Speaker.  That  gentleman  had  admitted,  that  the 
article. now  about  to  be  taxed,  is  an  article* of  sub- 
sistence. It  is  soj  and  one  used  to  a  great  extent 
by  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community.  The  pro- 
position is,  to  tax  the  labor  of  the  country^;  to 
draw  revenue  from  the  mouth  of  the  poor  and 
hard  working  man.  The  gentleman  had  actually 
gone  so  far  as  to  calculate  bow  much  of  every 
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meal  wms  to  go  to  the  payment  of  this  contribu- 
tion. He  had  stated  it  at  ^  fraction  of  a  cent. 
Ba(  even  a  fraction  >of  a  cent  on  erery  meal,  when 
the  meals,  as  they  mast  be,  were* often  repeated, 
amounted  to  a  considerable  sum  in  Ihe  course  of 
the  year.  We  must  Jook  at  the  actual  state  of 
facts..  The  Speaker  had  made  a  calculation,  in 
which,  as  it  consisted  in  fiffures  orally  stated,  and 
not  Bubmittea  to  the  eye,  Mr.  T.  said  he  had  not 
been  able  to  detect  aay  fallacy ;  but  he  was  satis- 
fied there  most  be  a  very  great  error  in  some  nart 
of  it.  He  also  had  made  a  calculation,  and  its 
result  was  very  widely  dif(ierent.  To  arrive,  at 
the  quantity.  of-moksseflT  actually  distilled  into 
spirits,  he  had  resorted  to  the  report  of  the  mar- 
shals appointed  in  X820,  to  take  an  account  of  the 
manafactures  of  the  'united  States.  [Here  Mr. 
T.  quoted  a  statement,  in  .figures,  the  result  of 
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year,  is  stated  by  Seybert,  page  468,  to  haTs 


2;897,6S0' 


which  was,  that  not  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  '  tilled  ia  1823,  was  onJy  - 


4]oanttty  stated  by  the  Speaker,  was  distilled.] 
He  had  endeavored  to, arrive  at  the  same  fafct,'by 
exam'ming  the  returns  of  inlernaA  duties  in  1814; 
which  4tfxaniipation  confirmed  this  conclusion. 
Mr.  T.  here  reacl  the  foUowing^  statements^  going 
to  prove  that  a  large  pjirt  of  the  amount  of  spirits 
to  which  the  Speaucer  alluded,  was  pi^uced,  not 
from  molasses,  but  from  his  own  rye  and^orn,  viz; 

By  the  retnms  of  the  marshals,  made  in  1830,  it 
Appears  that  the  quantity  of^molasses  dbtUled*  in  the 
United  8tatM,  in  that  ycat,  was    -    galls.  33^,700 

Add,  as  the  estimated  increase  firom  1820 
to  1823.     ...        J       -        *        .     19fl,4lB 


And  the  quantity  distilled  in  th«  Matter  yeyr  - 

will  be 3,602,116 

The  ^quantity  of  moh^sses  imported  in  the  y«isrs 
1801,  wsfl  6,83.%261  , 


1803 
1803 


6,877,673 
5,747,356 


Gallons. 


18,458,189  Average  for  Uie  8  years  6,15t,73^ 


1809 
1810 
1811 


8,055,639 
8,6.34,418 
6,141,364 


iS4,831,31 1  Average  for  those  yearr  8,-377,108 


Making  thtf'  qnantity  consumed  for  do^ 
mestic  purposes  in  1810  ....    6,787^96^ 

Increase  pf  consamption,  Ibr  domestic 
purposes,  in  10  years,  at  36l  per  cent        -    3/)83,644 

*"  7.871,630' 

loorease,from  1830  to  1893,  at7peroent.       551,013 

Making  the  quantify  thus  consumed  in ' 
1833        .        .        .        -   -     .        .        ..  8,432,038- 

The  average  of  molasses  imported  in  the 
years  1821,  1823,  and  1833,  is       '•        -  11,365,926 

Consumed,  for  domestic  pnrposes,  in  the 
yesrl823        -        -        .        ..        .        .    8^33,683 

Thne  it  appears  that  the  quantity  dts« 


-    3,048;t0^ 

It  i^  stated  in  Seybert;  page  468,  that,  in  1810,  the^ 

marshals  returned  the  quantity  of  spirits  distilled  in 


the  United  6tate^-« 
From  fruit  and  grain  - 
Ezpor^d    -        -      .  - 

rroni  molasses   « 
Exported    .       •       . 


Gallons. 
.  33,977,147 
183,853 


Gallons 


-  ^,837,625 

-  474,990 


33,843,814 


Pomestic  spirits  consumed  in 


1810 


-    3,353,685    3^352,635 


1821 
1822 
1823 


9»086,983 
11.990,569 
13,019,338 


34,096,879  Aversge  - 


•  11,365,986 


If  it  be  Boppoaed,  said  he,  that  the  augmentation  of 
the  popolation  has  been  in  the  ratio  of  36  per  cent,  in 
lOyears,  and  theavetrage  ofmolasses  imported  in  1801; 
*2-*3,  be  taken  as  the  basis  of  the  cslcolation,'the  re- 
>qU  will  be,  that  the  average  consumption  of  the  years 
1821,  '32,  and  '23,  will  require     -    galls.  11,393,673 

In  1810,  according  to  Seybert's  Statisti- 
cal Annals,  page  356,  the  quantity  of  mo- 
lasses imported  wm 8,634,418 

Ezportod  in  that  year 18,837 


Making  the  quantity  of  domestic  distiOed 
spirits  consumed  in  the  United  States  in 
1810        -        .     .  -        -       '-        .        *. 35,196,949 

The  average  of  imporled  spirits  con- 
fcomed  in  that  year  .....    6,834,878 

Total  amount  of  spirits  consumed  in  that 
yeaf        -        -        .        4        .        .        .33,030,837 

Add  for  increase  of  consumption,  kt  48 
per  cent  for  13  years,  makes  ...  13,510,331 

Making  the  quantity  of  spirits  consumed 
in  1833  .        ...        -        .        -46,541,158 

BedUcting  fh>m  tiiis  amount  the  quan- 
tity imparted  in  1833        -        -        -     .  -    5,088,984 

m 

JLeaves  for  the  consumption  of  the  Uni- 
ted Ststes,  in  that  year,  of  domestic  dis- 
tilled spiriu    -        -        -        «.      -        -40,453,169 

The  amount  distilled  from  molasses  has    - 
been  shown  to  he 3,943,393 


Thus,  the  quantity  distilled  in  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  Jrom   domestic  materials,  in 


The  quantity  ef  molasses  distilled  in  that 


8,615,581 


grain  /ind  fruit,  is  shown  io  be 


-  37,508,876 


J^r.  T.  then  went  into  a  statement  to  show  the 
quantity  of  fugar  imported,  at  different  periods, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  the  quantity  of  sugar 
brought  into  the  country  had  decreased;  and  he 
argued  thence,  that  the  ^iomestic  use  of  molasses 
in  families  had  increased.  Ho' admitted,  indeed, 
that  the  sugar  of  Louisiana  had,  to  some  extent, 
taken  the  place  of  foreign ;  but  not  sufficiently  to 
effect  this  result.  But,  said  Mr.  T.)  even  granting 
the  genileman's  premises,  allow^that  ten  millions  of 
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gallons  of  spirits  have  been  madefrotn  molasses  in  I  country  more  than  others.    Nor  did  he  care  where 


one  year,  still  I  should  not  assent  to  the  duty  now 
proposed.  How  is'  this  m'olasses  procured/  -By 
exchanging  for  it  the  productions  oT  agriculture, 
and  such  productions  as  could  not,  hy  any  process, 
be  turned  into  whiskey,  (for  tiow  the  rage  seemed 
to  be,  to  make  every  thing  into  whiskey.)  Fish, 
lumber,  butter,  >cheese,  could  not,-  certainly*,  be -so 
converted ;  and  .these  were  the  articles  which 
went  to  brings  the  molasses  from  the  We^t  Indies. 
If  you  prevented  its  introduction,  you  prevented, 
to  the  same  extent,  their  exportation;  and  so  Jar 
deprived  the  peopl^  of  on§  sectidn  of  the  Union  of 
a  market  for  therr  industry.  By  the  present  innR] 
a  duty  of  five  cents  a  gallon  is  laid  on  this  article. 
The  result  of  whiah  is,  ai\  income  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  $500,000 ;  and  the  consumers  of  it  are 
confined  to  a  comparatively  small  district.  To 
these  persons,  the  proposed-  aipendraent  will  oe  a 
direct  tax  on  one  of  the  necessaries  of  life-^on  an 
article  of  the  subsistcfnce  of  the  .poor.  He  then 
went  into '8  statement  to  shoifr'tn^  the  original 
cost  of  a  gallon  of  molasses,  in  the  West  Indies, 
was  only  ten  centi.  So  that  the  duty  of  twelve 
and  a  half  eeifts  will  be  one  hundred  and  tweaty* 
five  per  cent,  on  the  first  cost  of  the  article.  ' 

He  proceeded  to  a/gue,.  thai  this  increase  of 
duty,  instead  of  augmenting^  would  diminish  the 
revenue  of  the  country,  and  would,  in  effect,  ex- 
clude the  articleAl together.  He  could  not  believe, 
that  thB  mantifacturer  of  whiskey  needed  this 
duty  as  an  encouragement.  By  a  price-current 
of  New  Orleans,  it  appeared  that  Kentucky  whis- 
key was  wortlv  from  33  to  34  cents;  a  bushel  of 
rye  makes  2^ .gallons,  equal  to  66  cents.  If  this 
was  not  sufficient  encouragement,  he  must  be 
greatly  deceived.  But  to  this  must  yet  further  be 
added^  the  profit  of  the  animals  fattened  on  the 
grain  after  the  {>rocess  of  distj  11a lion  was  overi 
Under  all  these  vietvs  of  the  subj^t,  (very  hastily 
presented,)  he  could  not  but  hope  that  the  proposed- 
amendment  would  be  rejected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Fi^LLER  accounted  for  the  difierent  results  to 
which  the  honorable  Speaker  t^d  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  had  come,  from  the  j^ct^  that 
large  quantities  of  the  imported  mplasses  Wiere  re- 
fined and  converted  into  loaf  sugar,  for  exporta- 
tion ;  ^nd  thai  a  ptfrt  of  the  rum  distilled  from 
molasses  is  also-  exported.  Both  these  amounts 
must  be  deducted  from  the  apparent  amount  con- 
samed. 

Mr.  Clay  rejoined.  Admitting  that  part  of 
the  molasses  is  converted  into  sugar,  (though  this 
was  the  first  time  in  his  life  he  had  neard  of  such 
a  thing ;  he  always  supposed  that  molasses  was  a 
residuum  which  could  not  be  grained.)  Still,  he 
asked,  if  ^here  was  any  just  proporti6n  .between 
the  duty  on  sugar  and  that  on  molasses  ?  If  the 
molasses  was  to  be  considered  as  sugaii,  the  case 
was  still  worse  than  if  it  was  to  be  -considered  as 
spirits.  Tbuch  it  but  with  the  wand  of  the  man- 
ufacturer, and  straight  it  would  bring,  ars  sugar,  a 
protecting  duty  of  three  cents  a  pound;  but,  as 
molasses,  it  paid  only  five  cents  a  gallon.  He  re- 
pelled the  idea,  that  this  was  a  duty  for  the  West. 


the  benefit  fell ;  it  >vould  fall  somewhere."  Wherever 
grain  was  grtfwn  throughout  the  Union,  its  effects 
would  operate — nor  are  grain  growers  alone — the 
fruit  raising  districts,  (including  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut,)  would  all  be  aided  by 
it.  Peach  brandy  and  apple  brandy  woufd  both 
be  benefited  by  excluding  West.  India  molasses, 
and  diminishing  the'  ram  made  from  it.  He  aimed 
not  at'  the  eaters,  but  at  the  drinkers,  of  New  Eng^- 
land ;  and  if  the  gentleman  could  devise  a  plan 
by  which  they  could  be  separated,  so  that  the  duty 
wotild  beaf  upon  the  latter  bply,  he  would  imme- 
diately v6te  with  him  in  its  fator.  As  to  its  tax- 
ing the  food  of  the  po<>r,  he  asked,  whether  it  was 
equal  to  the  duty  on  brown  sugar,  or  bohea,  both 
of  which  were  food  of  the  poor  ? 

Mr.  C.  here  quoted  a  statement  from  «  work  by 
Mr.  Picton,  (On  whom  he  passed  a  merited  en- 
comiun^  and  who  is  a  citizen  of  the  same  State 
with  Mr.  T.)  to  corroborate  the  position  lie  had 
taken  in  respect  to  the  propot'tion  of  molasses  dis- 
tilled, to  that  used  for  food ;  and  closed,  by  re« 
dttcing  his  motion  to  a  d.uty  of  ten' cents  per  gal- 
lon. 

[During  this  reply,  Mr.  Clay  was  Several  times 
interrupted  by  Mr.  Sibley,  of  Massachusetts, 
who  appeared  dispased  to  controvert  the  Speak- 
er's statements;  but  Mr.  C.'declineif  yieldin^^  the 
floor  to  him.]     ^  . .    * 

.  When  Mr.  C.  concluded,  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  motion  to  insert  in  the  bill,  a  duty  of  ten 
cents  per  gallon.6n  molasses,  and  decided  in  the 
afi&rmaiive — yeas  100  votes  to  88. 

Mr.  Webster  then  moved  an  amendment  of 
some  length  to  the  bill,  the  object  of  which  is  to 
allow  a  drawbftck  to  the  printers  and  •  staitiers  of 
imported  silks  and. nankins,  on  the  reexportation 
of  those  articles,  ace9ippat)ied  with  guards  against 
frauds.'  • 

Mr.  W.' stated."  in  explaqation  of  hi^  nxotion, 
that  there  etisted,  near  rTew  York,  an  extensive 
establishment  for  the  printineof  silks,  cottons,  and 
nankins,  lif  the  present  law,  the  exporters  of 
those  articles  were  not  entitled  (o  dra^back^  be- 
cause the  imported  article  had  undergone  a  great 
change.  The  conductbrs  of  the  institution  were 
under  the  impression  that  a  considerable  export 
trade  could  be  carried  on  if  they  had  this  benefit. 
He  believed 'that  it  might  be  so  guarded  as  to  pre- 
vent anv  great  danger  of  frauds  upon  the  revenue, 
and  he  had  drawn  the  amendment  with  that  view. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  W.  was  ordered  to  be 
printed  ;  and  then  the  Committee  rose. 

The  third  reading  of  the  Navv  ApprO|>riation 
bill  was  then  gone  through  with ;  the  bill  was 
passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Thursday,  March  25. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  the  subject  ha^d  been  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  concerning  wrecks  on  the  coast  of 
Florida;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
lEie  knew  not  that  it  would  benefit' that  section  of  1  to  a  Comqaittee  of  the  Whole. 
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Drench  Spoliations. 


H.  OP  R. 


The  resolotioD  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Rey- 
MOLua  was  taken  op  and  agreed  to. 

The  House  took  up  the  motion  of  Mr.  Allen, 
of  Massachusetts,  made  yesterdays  to  rescind  that 
rule  which  forbios^  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  a 
motion  to  rise  prior  to  the  hour  of  four,  while  a 
question  is  pending: 

After  some  discussion  of  the  subject,  in  which 
Messrs.  AltLBH ,  Livermore,  an'd  Floyd,  support- 
ed the  resoinding,  and  Messrs.  TaiBCBhE,  Mercer, 
and  Taylor,  opposed  h — 

The  yeas  and  nays  .were  then  taken  'on  agree- 
ing to  the  resolution  moved  bv  Mr.  Allen,  and 
areas  fellows;  For  rescinding  the  rule  93;  against 
rescinding  h  78. 

So  the  resolution  was  carried,  and  the  rule  of 
the  House  was  rescinded  which  forbids  adjourn- 
ment before  the  hour  of  (bur  o'clock,  wbnn  any 
subject  is  before  the  House,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  which  has  been  already  one  day  debated. 

A  bilLfroit  the  Senate  "  releasing  to  John  Mc- 
Allister, or  the  -legal  representatives  of  John 
Forbes,  a  certain  tract  of  land,'^  was  twice  read, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Priva-te  Land 
Claims. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  th/f  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Don  Harpin  de  la  Gaptrais,'*  wa^  also 
twice  read,  and  cojoamitted. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of  Cap- 
tain Thomas  Staniford,''  was  twice- read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Two  Messaic^  wer^  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent OF  THE  Un iTfio  States,  as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  United  States.- 

Having  stated  to  Congress,  on  the  7th  of  Decemtier 
list,  that  Daniel  P.  Tompkins,''  Ute  Governor  of  Now 
York,  vrat  tirtitled  to  a  larger  turn  than  that  reported 
in  hii  favor,  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Govern" 
ment,  and  that,  in  execution  of  the  law  of  the  last 
session,  I  had  the  subject  still  under  consideration,  I 
now  communicaite.to  you  the  result.  ^ 

On  foil  consideration  of  the  law»  by  whicb  this  duty  ' 
wu  enjoined  on  me,  and  of  the  repoA'of  the  Commit- 
tee, on  the  basis  of  which  the  law  was  founded,  I.  have 
thought  that  I  was  authorized-  to  adopt  the  principle 
liid  dowp  in  that  report,  in  deciding  on  the  sum 
which  should  be  allowed  to  him  ibr  his  services. 
With  thii  view,  and  on  a  comparison  of  his  services 
with  those  which  were  rendered  by  other  disbursing 
officers,  taking  into  consideratic^n,  also,  his  aid  in  ob- 
taining loans,  I  had  decided  to  allow  him  five  per 
cent  for  all  soms  borrowed  and  disbursed  by  him,  and 
of  v^ch  decision  I  informed  him.  Mr.  Tompkins  bu 
since  stated  to  me  that  this  allowance  will  not  indem- 
nify him  f&r  his  advances,  loans,  expenditures,  .and ' 
losses,  tn  rendering  those  servioee^  nor  place  him  on 
the  footing  of  those  who  loaned  money  to*  the  Govern- 
ment at  that  interesting  period.  He  htm  also  express- 
ed a  desire  that  I  would  submit  the  subject  to  the  first 
decision  of  Congress,  which  I  now  do^  In  adopting 
this  measure,  I  think  proper  to  add  that  I  concur  fully 
io  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  Committee, '  in 
isvor  of' the  very  patriotic  and  valuable  services  which 
werr  rendered  by  Mr.  Tompkins  in  the  late  war. 

JAM£8  MONROE. 

M4acR  t5,  1824. 


The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

To  the  HoMe  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stake : 

In  compliance  with  a  vesolution  of  the  House  of 
Repftssntatives,  of  the  85th  February,  requesting  in- 
formation whether  the  title  of  the  United  Brethren  for 
propagating  the 'Gospel  among  the  Heathen,  to  cer- 
tain sections  of  land  in  Ohio,  has  been  purchased  for 
the  United  States';  and,  if  so,  to  cause  a  copy  of  the 
centract«  and  of  the  pspers  relating  thereto,  to  be  laid 
before  tl^e  House,  I  tranSlnitf  herewith,  all  ifae  docu- 
ments required.  ' 

JAMB8  MONROE. 

WASBivoToir,  JllareA  96,  18S4. 

^TheMessaee,  dtc,  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, and  Messrs.  WfrioHtjCAMPBELL,  of  Ohio, 
BncKNER,  CqoK,  HXyden,  Markley,  and  Ster- 
LFNQ,  were  appointed  said  committee.  .    ,   ,     . 

FRENCH  8i^OLIATION8. 

Mr.  FbRSTTH,  from  (he  Committee  oh  Foreign 
Affairs, 'to  which  had  been  ref^erred,atthe  present 
session,  sundry  memorials  upon  the  subject  of 
spoliations  CGonmitted  on  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  the  United  States,  by  French  cruisers, 
between  the  years  1793  and  1800,  made  a  detailed 
report  thereon,  which  was  jaid  on  the  table.  The 
report  is  as  follows : 

•  Oti'tlie  petitions  of  Hadrianns  Van  Nodrden,  Wil- 
liam 'and  Nathaniel  Hooper,  Daniel  Henshaw,  several 
oerohants  and  linderwriters  of  Salem,  several  mer- 
chants oC  Gloucester;  several  roercharite  and  under- 
writers of  Alexandria,  District  of  Columbia,  several 
merchants  of  Washington,  North  Carolina,  Henry 
Clark  and  othen.  of  'Kennebunk,  and  several  others, 
merchants,  in  Mame,  referr^  to  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  they  report — 

That  no  evidenc6<  accompanies  oither  of  the  peti- 
tions.; all  of  which,  except  the  firs),  are  literally  the 
same,  having  been  apparently  prepared  by  concert 
among  the  claimants,  to  be  presented  to  Congress. 
To  discriminate  between  them  is  not  practicable,  \i  it 
were  desirable.  The  committee  are  compelled  to 
present,  in  general  terms,  the  n/iture  of  these  claims, 
as  set  forth  by  the  parties  interested,  and  to  examine, 
as  briefly  as  possible,  the  grounds  upon  which  relief  is 
asked  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  The 
claims  are  founded  upon  spolialions  committed  by  the 
private  and  public  armed  vessels  of  France,  between 
the  years  1793  and  1800. 

The  petitioners  allege  that  the  French  GoTernment, 
to  the  date  of  the  f  edification  of  the  treaty  of  1800,  al- 
ways considered  the  recognition  of  their  claims  as  due 
to  its  honor,  and  attached  them  as  a  charge  opon^its 
nattoml  character.    • 

That  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  which 
has  volunteered,  its  agency  for  the  recovery  of  them 
from  France,  exercised  its  power  and  authority  Io  pre- 
vent the  petiti9ners  from  obtaining  ii^demnity — that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  received  from 
France  a  full  and  fair  equivalent  for  the  claims,  in  the 
discharge  from  its  liabilities  under  the  treaties  with 
France,  and  the  abrogation  of  those  treaties. 

Similar-  applications,  if  not  by  the  same  persons, 
have  been  {requently  made  to  Congress,  and  reports 
upon  them  are  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  of  the  Senate.  None  of  these 
applications  have  been  successful.     Without  attempt- 
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ing  even  to  enumerate  the  fiulures  to  obtain  a  sanc- 
tion to  their  itat^ment  and  to  their  claima,  the  Com- 
mittee refer  the,|Ioa8e  ^  a  detailed  report  of  the 
Tarioaa  acta  of  the  GpTemment  of  the  United  States 
and  of  France,  froni  1793  to  1800,  made  by  a  select 
committee,  on  the  2Sd  of  April,  1802,  to  which  appli* 
cations  like  the  present  were '  referred.  Governed  by 
that  report,  the  Committee- of  Foreign  Relations  are 
not  satisfied  that  the  French  Government  p^er  ad- 
mitted the  jastice  of  the  claims  of  the  petitiotfers,  or 
ever  intended  to  pay  them ;  that  the  Geveniment  <tf 
the  United  States  used  every  effort,  eveA  to  war  itself 
to  rescue  the  property  of  American  merchanU  frpm 
the  lawless  vitflenee  of  France ;  that  ite  efforte  to  pro- 
cure payment  for  the  speliations  committed  by  the 
French  cruisers,  were  ttot  discontinued  until  it  was 
obvious  that  there  was  no  hojie  of  sucoess.  That  this 
Government  netfer  received  -  frop  /France  any  equiva- 
lent for  the  claims  of  Americans  upon  France.  The 
war  of  aggression  was  commenced  by  France^  and 
every  act  of  the  United  States  was  a  just  retaliation 
for  previous  injury.  The  treaties  with  France  were 
annulled  by  an  act  of  Congress  in  1798,  in  Conse- 
quence of  the  utter-  disregard  of  the  stipulationa  of 
them  by  that  Power. 

In  short,  to  justify  their  claims  upon  the  United 
States,  the  petitioners  assume,  that  France  Was  lightj 
and  their  own  Government  wrong.  That  France  was 
prepared  to  make  a  just  reparatipn  for  the  outrages 
committed  under  her  own  laws,  until' released  from 
her  obligations  by  tlie  United  States,  who  were  ftith- 
lees  to  their  trust,  in  the  first  instance^  gn^  havior  been 
ittgardlefs  of  the" obligations  of  justice  ever  einoe,  ae« 
aumptions  not  consistent  with  truth,  nor  cre^itfble  to 
the  patriotism  of  those  who  make^diem.  The  com- 
mittee recommend  to  the  House  to  adopt  the  fbUowing 
resolution:  , 

Ruohedt  That  petitions  of  the  several  persons  who 
ask  indemnity  for  spoliations  committed  by  French 
cruiseis  on  their  property,  between  tSie  years  1793  and 
1800,  bexejeoted. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  HoMse  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acts 
laving  duties  on  imports,''  Mr.  Condict  in  the 
Chair. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  of.  yes- 
terday, offered  bv  Mr.  Webster,  which  amend- 
ment is  in  the  foilowing  words : 

<'  Sxc.  6.  And  be  it  further  e^iacted,  That  the 
drawback  allowed  by  law  en  plain  silk  and  lyankeen 
cloths,  imparted  in  American  vessels  from  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  shall  be  allowed,  although  the 
iaid  cloths,  before  the  exportation  thereof,  shall  have 
beto  colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or 
painted,  in  .the  United  States.  But^  whenever  any 
such  cloths,  so  imported,  shall  be  Intended  to  be  .so 
colored,  ppnted,  stained,  dyed,  stamped,  ot  painted, 
and  afterwards  to  be  exported  from  the  United  States, 
with  privilege  of  drawback,  each  package  thereof  shall, 
before  the  same  shall  be  delivered  from  the  public 
stores,  be  opened  and  examined  -by  an  inspector  of 
the  customs,  and  the  contente  thereof  measured  or 
weighed,  and  the  quality  thereof  aseertained,  and  a 
sample  of  each  piece  thereof  reserved  at  the  custom* 
bouse ;  and  a  particular  account  or  registry  of  such 
examination,  describing  the  number  of  pieces  in  each 
package,  their  weight  or  measv^e^  and  the  samples 


thereof  reserved,  shall  be  entered  in  the  books  of  the 
custom-house;  and,  after  such  examination,  said 
goods  shall  be*  repacked  in  the  original  package,  and 
the  said  original  {>ackage  shall  be  marked  with  a  cus- 
tom-house mark.  'And,  whenever  any  such  goods, 
being  thus  colored;  printed,  stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or 
painted,  shall  bo'entered  at  the  custom-house  for  ex- 
portation a^d  drawback,  the  same  shall  be  so  enteMd 
m  the  original  package,  marked  as  aforesaid,  and  not 
otherwise,  nnless  the  person  «o  enteriolp  Ihe  same  shall 
give  satiafoctoiy  evidence  to  the  oolleetor  oi  naval  offi- 
cer* or  one  of-  them,  that  saeh  original  package  has 
beM  lost  'or  deatroyed  by  aceident ;  and  no  such  ap- 
plication for  drawback  shall  be  made,  except  on  tho 
contents  of  entire  packages;  and,  U|K>a  application 
for  such  entry  and  drtwback,  the  contente  of  the  pack* 
■Higes^  so  offered,  shall  be  examined  by  an  inspector  of 
the  customs,  f  nd  measured  or  weighed,  and  compared 
with  the  original  entry,  registry,  and  samples,  and  if, 
upon  such  comparison  and  full  examination,  the  col- 
lector shall  be  satisfied,  that  the  contente  of  each  pack- 
age are  the  samiB  identical  goods  imported  and  regis* 
tered  as  aforesaid,  and  not  changed  or  altered,  except 
by  being  colored,  priilte^,  stained,'  dyed,  stamped,  or 
painted*  as  aforesai<|,  then  the  person,  «o  entering 
such  goods,  shall  be  admitted  to  the  oath  prescribed 
by  law,  to  be  used  in  cases  of  application, for  exporta- 
tion of  tl^e  goods  for  the  benefit  of  drawback*  and 
shall,  thereupon,  be  entitled  to  drawback,  as  in  other 
cases.:  Provided,  That  the  exporter  shall,  in  every 
other  particular,  comply  with  the  regulations  and  for* 
malitiee,  heretofore  established,  for  entries  of  goods  for 
exportation  with  the  benefit  of  drawback.  And,  if 
any  person  shall  present,  for  exportation  and  draw- 
back, any  colored,  printed,  stainecK  dyed,  stamped,  or 
painto4  silk  or  nankeen  cloths,  knowing  the  same  not 
to*  be  entitled  to  drawback,  according  to  Che  provisions 
of  this  kct,  or  shall  wilfully  misrepresent  or  oonceal 
the  contente  or  quality  of  any  package  as  aforesaid, 
the  said  goods,  so  presented  or  ent^ed  for  drawback, 
shall  be  forfoited,  and  may  be  seited^by  the  collector, 
and  proceeded  with,'  and  the  forfoitnre  distributed,  as 
in  other  cases." 

Mr.  Webster  stated  the  existence  of  several 
other  establishments,  of  if  similar  nature  to  that 
in  New  York,  to  which  the  amendment  will 
apply. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE  objected  to  the  amendment,  as 
being  an  extension  ot  the  drawback  system.  He 
thought  such  an  extension  dangerous,  as  opening 
a  door  to  frauds  atid  corruption  in  the  collection 
of  duties,* dec. 

Mr.  i^HARpE  replied  to  Mr.  Wiccliffe,  and 
showed  that  the  danger  of  fraud,  in  this  case,  was 
Very  small,  as  no  American  silk  was  manufac- 
tured) <dbC.  N 

Mr.  Maetii^  moved  to  ameiid  the  amendment 
in  the  second  line,  hy  striking  out  the  words 
"nankeen  cloths,''  lo  which  he  objected,  because 
it  extended  pt'oteotion  to  a  foreign  fabric  of  cot- 
ton, while  we  had  cotton  factories  at  home  to 
manufacture  it; 

Mr.  Webster  replied.  This  kind  of  goods 
came  into  the  countrv  now,  and  all  the  question 
wasj  whether  their  value  should  be  increased  by 
the  industry  of  our  citizens  previous  to  its  re-ex- 
portation. 41e  did  not  know,  however,  that  the 
article  of  nankeens  was  made  in  this  country. 
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Mr.  McLakE)  of  Delaware,  advocated  the 
ameDdment  of  Mr.  .Webster,  generally,  on  the 
principles  of  the  drawback  system,  which  he 
wished  to  see  extended  as  far  as  possible.  He  ob- 
jected tQ  the  amendment  now  proposed,  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Marvin.)  This 
useful  factory  took  nankeens  that  were  stained, 
and  restored  them  to  their  origiiral,  color,  and 
therewith  restored  their  value,  and  even  increased 
it,  &c.  ,        ^ 

Mr.  Merger  agreed  with  the  gentleman  last 
ap..  Njinkeens  were  alreadv  entitled  to  drawback, 
and  althoagh  the  drawback  system  presented  to 
exporters  a  temptation  to  fraud,  he  thougot  the 
guards  proposed  by  (he  amendment  were  fUliy 
sufficient  to  prevent  any^successful  alteippt  at  it. 
Mr.  Marvin  repeated  his  objection  to  protect- 
ing, by  bounties,  a  foreign  oottofl  fabric.  Nan- 
keens he  understood  to  be  an  uaeolored  cotton 
cloth. 

Mr.  Webster  replied.    Nankeens,  he  said,  are 
now  imported  blue,  as  well  as  plain.    The  effect . 
of  the  proposed  amendment  would  be,  to  bring 
them  ail  into  this  countiy  vhitey  and  to  have  them 
dyed  here  before  exporUiUon,  .<&c. 

Mr.  Too  iaquired  if  any  establishment;  hx  this 
country  were  now  engaged  in  the  dying  of  nap^* 
teens?  ... 

Mr.  Webster  '  replied  that  he  oould  not  say  h9 
knew  of  any  now  thus  engaged,  but  he  understood. 
they  were  preparing  to  engage  in  this  branch  of 
business. 

Mr.  Tod  observed  that  the  memorialists  did  not 
mention  na-nkeens  in  their  petitions,  and  the  grant- 
ing a  drawback  oh  the  Be*«xportation  of  that  arti- 
cle might  lead  to  the  sending  to  India  for  cottons, 
and  tmis  operate  against  both  the  manufactures 
knd  agriculture  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ton  and  Mr. 
Martin,  argued  that  this  amendment,  in  respect 
to  nankeens,  would  have  tl|e  effect  to  take  out  of 
our  market  so  much  of  an  article,  which,  whUe^ 
in  ihe  home  market,  competed  with  our  «wn  cot-' 
ton  fabrics. 

Mr.  Merger  enforced  his  former  repaarks  by 
some  further  observations. 

Mr.  Websteir  stated,  that,  since  de^last  spoke, 
just  no^,  he  had  learned  that  immense  quantities 
of  nankeens  were  now  dyed  at  the. factory  near 
New  York. 

Mr.  Maluart  opposed  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Marvin,  and  urged  arguments  to  show  that  the 
home  cotton  factories  cauld  not  be  injured' bv  the 
moii<m  of  Mr.  Webster,  and  the  branch  of  dying 
(in  which  our  manufacturers  were  chiefly  defi- 
cient) would  jrepeive,'  by  the  effect  of  it,  an  im- 
pioTement  it  was  much  in  want  of.     *     .    '- 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  4imend- 
ment  o(  Mr.  Marvin,  and  it  was  n^tived. 

Mr.  Sanpford,  of  Tennessee,  objected  to  the 
anaendment  of  Mr.  Webster,  as  bein^  likely  to 
injure  the  revenue.  He  thought  the  practice  of 
coloring,  or  staining  goods,  ought  not  to  be  thus 
encouraged,  dec. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
in  the  1st  and  ^d  lii^ies^  so  as  to  read,  "  a  dcaw- 


back  of  75  per  cent.,"  instead  of  "  the  drawback 
allowed  by  law."  He  stated  his  object  to  be  to 
make  the  dravfback  on  this  article-  to  correspond 
with  that  laid  by  the  bill  on  other  articles  ox  this 
description^ 

.  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  made  a  few  explan- 
atory remarxs. 

,Mr,  Webster  explained  the  operation  of  the 
amendment,  and  the  previsions  of  the  6th  section 
of  th^  bill,  which  operated  onlv  on  tallow,;  and 
Mr.  Merc;br  also  made  a  few  observations  on  the 
^ubj^t. 

Mr.  FonsTTB  replied  $  as<a  new  system  of  du- 
ties was  abojul  to  be  adopted,  he  said,  a  new  system 
of  drawbacks  should  also  be  adopted.  •  He  thought 
25  per  cent,  npt  too  much,  as  a  remuneration  to 
the  United  States  Qovernment  for  the  trouble- 
some mode  of  preventing  frauds  in  relation  to  this 
drawback. 

Mr«  Foot  moved  an  amendment,  to  place  Eu- 
ropean and  Kast  India  silks  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing ;  which  he  introduced  with  a  few  remarks,  to 
express  his  opinion  that  the  silk^  from  France 
and  Italy  should  not  he  piit  on  a  different  footing 
ffom  those  of  India. 

Mr.  Webster  ekplained.-  The  French  aqd 
Italian  silks  w^re  usually  dyed.  The  French, 
especially,  sorpa^se^  aM  nations  in  dying  that 
article.  ^        • 

Mr.  Test  objected  to  the  ao^ndment  in  a  few 
xeinarks ;  and  then^ 

,  The  question  bemg  taken  on  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mk  Foot,  it  was  rejected. 

Th^  question  recurring  on  the  original  motioa 
of  Mr.  Webster, 

Mr.  Buchanan  expressed  his  wish  for  further 
lisht  on  the  subject  to  which  the  amendment  ap- 
plied. He  thought  the  system  of  drawback  suffi- 
ciently tried,  to  justify  the  proposed  extension  of 
it.  At  present  it  extends  only  to  fish,  spirits,  and 
fine  sugar,  lie  thoi^ght  the  mtroduction  of  nan- 
keens of  the  East,  would  interfere  "with  our  own 
cotton  factories,  as  thi^  bill  placed  the*  Chinese 
mafko-factures  on  the  same  footing  with  our  own, 
in  the  foreign  market.  Thecommerce  with  China, 
he  said,  was  a  ruinons  one ;  and  this  amendment 
went  to  encourapre  it,  and  to  discourage  our  trade 
tp  France,  which  wa&  a  profitable  <nie. 

Mr.  Websteb  replied.  .  This,  he  said,  was 
only  a  transft  trade ;.  we*encourage  our  merchants 
to  go  to  China,  buy  their  silks,  and  carry  them 
to  South  America.  The  only  part  of  the  China 
trade  which  wa^  unprofitable,  was  that  in  articles 
consumed  in  this  country. 

Mr.  BocHANAN  rejoined.  He  objected  to  the 
amendment,  as  complicating  the  system  of  draw- 
back. He  repeated  his  argument  respecting  its 
effect  tb  encourage  foreign  manofactures,  which, 
he  saidy  had  not  been  answered.  He  admitted, 
that  the  silks  imported,  went  out  again ;  but,  why 
encourage  their  introduction  from  China,  in  pre- 
ference to  .those  from  France.' 

Mr,  Cobb  was  ereatly  indebted  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  last  up,  for  his  pare  of 
the  cotton-gcowinjj;  interests:  but,  he  should  thank 
him  much  mpre,  if  he  .would  consent  to  let  them 
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alone.  For  his  own  part,  he  said,  when  the 
friends  of  the  bill  talked  of  extending  protection 
to  the  cotton  gprowers,  he  felt  much  like  the  Iri^h 
recruit  who  was  forced  to  volunteer.  He  objected 
to  the  amend nient  as  granting  an  encouragement 
that  was  aot  -needed  ;  he  had  no  ndea  of  taking 
money  out  of  the  Treasury  to  put  it  in  the  pocket 
of  those  who  were  already  do^ng  so  good  a  busi- 
nesS)  dbc. 

Mr,  Fuller  replied  to  Mif^  Buchanan.  The 
coloring  of  starne'd  nabkeens  put  them  into  a  form 
to  be  exported,  instead  of  bein^  consumed  at  hom^, 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  domestic  manulkcture.  He 
agreed  in  the  opinion,  that  no  discrimiaatipn  ousht 
to  be  made  between  French  and  China  silks.  He 
argued,  however  that  the  home  consumption 
would  not  be  affected,  nor  the  <;otton  manufac- 
turer be  jnjuir^d  by  the  proposed  amendment.  He 
made  some  observations  on  the  French  trade,  to 
shpw  that  it  was  not  so  profitable  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  seemed  to  suppose. 

Mr.  S  H ARPE  replied  to  tftie  gen  tleman  from  Oeor- 

Sia,  (Mr.  Cobb,)  All  that  was  asked  by  the  silk 
yers^  he  sai({,  was,  that,  after  they  had  expended 
their  labor  .on  the  article,  stained  and  defaced  in 
transportation,  theyBhouid  be  allowed  the  same 
drawback  upon  it,  as,  under  thepresent  law,  would 
be  allowed  on  it,  if  brought  in  a  perfect  state,  and 
exported  without  any  labor  at  all.  het  us  try  the 
extension  of  this  drawback  system  on  a  moderate 
scale,  and  it  may  be  hereafter  abolished  or  extend- 
•ed,  as  mfght  be  advisable. 

Mr.  Mallary  replie()  to  Mr:  Cosb,  and  advo- 
cated the  amendment  on  principles  of  equality.  It 
was  no  more  than  Just,  he  said,  that  the  benefit 
of  this  bVanch  of  labor  should  be  enjoyed  by  the 
dyers,  as  well  as  the  agricultural  labor  by  the  cotr 
to^  grower.  He  replied  to  Mr.-  Buchanan,  and 
advocated  thepropriety  of  making  an  experiment, 
ID  gradually  extending  the  .drawback  system,  so 
as  to«id  an  the  protection  of  manufactures. 

Mr.  Poinsett  advocated  the^mendment.  Its 
operation  Would  be  la  enable  our  merchants  to 
carrv  the  goods  of  China  to  the  South  American 
market,  ami  otherwise,  the  merchants  of  Britain 
and  France  would  hav^  the  whole  trade  to  them- 
selves. It  would  not  injure  our  ilianufactures, 
while  it  would  encourage  our  commerce. 

Mr.  .Buchanan  replied)  and  stated  an  illustra- 
tion from  the  ease  of.  hetnp  and  calico ;  the  dyed 
iiankeen  of  India,  he  said,  displaced  our  cottons 
in  the  South  American  markets. 

Mr.  Poinsett,  In'  reply,  stated,  from  thorough 
personal  acquaintance  with  South  America^  that 
the  people  of  that  country  were  of  fixed  habits,  as 
much  so  as  the  Chinese  themselves;  They  would 
go  on  in  their  old  path  ^nd  none'  other.  They 
will 'not  take  our  couons,  but  will  have' nankeens, 
as  they  have  been  accustomed  to ;  and  if  we  do 
not  carry  them  there  the  French  and  English 
will. 

Mr.  Sanoford  repeated  and  enlarged  upon  his 
objections  to  the  amendment,  on  the  grounds  of 
its  opening  a  door  to  frauds,  i^, 
.    Mr.'  Webster  made  a  few  more  observations; 
and 


The  question '  being  taken,  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Webster  wav  agreed  to,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Ton  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in 'the  238th 
li^e  by  striking  out  "  three,"  and,  in  the  241st 
line,  striking  out  "twp;"  and  inserting  in  both 
places  "  five ;"  so  as  to  make  the  clauses  read : 

.  '*  On  uXi  wares  of  cut  glAss,  not  specified,  five  cents 
per  pound,  and,  in  additipn  thereto,  an  ad  valorem 
duty  of  thiKy  "per  centttm  ; 

"  On  all  other  ariioles  of  glass,  Ave  cents  per  pound, 
and,  in  addition  thereto,An  ad  valorem  duty  of  twenty 
per  centum.^' 

Mr.  Ton  «xplain^  the  reason  of  this  amend- 
ment to  be,  the  striking  out  the  third  section  of 
ihe  bill,  which  met  the  British  bounty  by  a  pro- 
portional increase  of  duty. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  asked  why  an  ad 
valorem  duty  was  added  to  a  specific^uty  on  glass. 
'  Mr.  Too  explaiQed.~^The  necessity  arose  from 
the  modes  pursued  by  the  English  exporters  of 
glass  to  introduce  their  article  into  this  country, 
without  paying  th^  duties,  &c. 

Mr.  Forsyth  stated  th&t  no  bounty  is  Ranted 
by  the  British  Government  on  glass,  and  tnerefore 
the  argument  from  the  third  section  does  hot  apply. 
Mucn  of  onr  glass  «omes  from  France ;  and  to 
this  the  th^rd  section  would  not  apply,  even  if  it 
still  remamed  in  the  bill.  Mr.  F.  made  some 
remarks,  incidentally,  on  -ihe  slight  notice  which 
was  taken  of  any  motion  or  any  fact  proceeding 
from  those  members  of  the  House  who  are  not 
manufacturers,  or  are  not  avowed  friends  of  the 
bill.  "  '      •  > 

'  Mr.  Tod  fepiied. — The  glass  inlported  from 
France- was  to  a  shiall  amount,  (not  more  in  the 
last  year  tlian  $10,000.) 

'  Mr^-MsROER  expy-essed  his  astonishment,  that^ 
after  all  that  had  passed  on  the  bill,  the  honorable 
Chairman  should  persevere  in  saying  that  there 
Existed  a  bouixt^  on  glass  in -England.  Mr.  M. 
said  he  had  blefore  denied  the  existence  of  such  a 
bounty  ;  and  he  now  rose  to  verify  the  statement. 
Here  Mr.  M.  quoted  the  excise  p^ld  on  several 
materials  used  in  certain  kinds  Of  glass ;  and  all 
that  was  done  by  Government  is 4o  allow  a  draw- 
'back  on  this. excise  whep  the  glass  is  exported. 
'  Mr.  P.  P.  BARfiouR  objected  to  adding  a  duty 
on  all  glass  imported,  in  order  to  countervail  draw- 
back or  bounty  on  British  elass.  If  the  addition 
was  sufficient  to  meet  -the  ktter,  it  must  be  enor- 
mous on  the  poorer  kinds  brought  from  elsewhere. 
But  there  was  no  positive  bounty,  but  onlv  a  draw- 
back in-  Britain,  on  manufactures  of*  giass.  He 
insisted  on  the  wide  difference  betweeii  bounty 
and  drawback,  dbc. 

Mr.  Ton  replied  to  Mr.  MERCEa,  who  always, 
he  8aid,-came  prepared  With  authorities,  chapter 
and  verse,  to  refer  to ;  and  who  often  g&ve  valuable 
information  on  subjects  in  question, and  on  subjects 
not  in  question.  Mr.  T.,  nevertheless,  insisted 
there  was  a  Aounty  on  English  glass ;  it  might  be 
called  by  what  name  the  gentleman  thought  fit; 
it  was  as  much  a  bounty  as  that  on  cotton  bag- 
ging, whieh  the  gentlemen  all  arigued  to  be  a 
bounty,  and  on  that  very  ground  the  third  section 
of  the  bill  was  stricken  out.  •  The  amount  granted 
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oo  bagging  is  in  the  EInglish  books  caiied  a  draw- 
back, as  that  on  glass  is ;,  and  Mr.  T.  produced  an 
invoice  in  which  bounty  is  charged. 

Mr.  Mf;RCEjft  rejoinea-*4ind  reiterated 'his  argu- 
ment to  show  that  the  encoiiragement  in  England 
was  a  drawback,  and  not  a  bounty ;  aqd- therefoie 
the  poiicv  which, might  itpply  to  a  system  of 
bounties  for  encouoigement  had  no  application  to 
the  present  case,  dtq. 

Mr.  CAUBBELEifG  Stated  the  facts  of  the  Englbh 
allowance,  and  insisted •  that,  whether  it  is  caiied 
boadty  or  drawback,  it  eqiially  operated  on  the- 


price  of  the  article  as  bought  bv  us.  He  thought 
the  duty  rather  high,  but  shoalu  only  oppose  it  as 
applied  to  plajia  gmss. 

Mr.  F0R8YTH  referred  to  the  Commercial  Di- 
gest, to  prove  that  the  allowance  is  drawback,  and 
not  bquDty.  He  remarked,  in  iieply  to  Mr.  Tod, 
on  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  and  on  the  capa'city 
in  tbb  country  to  compete  with  other  conntries  in 
the  manufacturing  of  glass.  The  glass  imported 
into  the  United  States,  from  other  counties,  frpm 
Germany  ajdne,  was  more  than  that  from  Eng- 
land, Ireland,  and  Scotland  put  together. 

Mr.  Ton  asked.  In  r^ply»  why  the  gentlemen 
bad  urged  the  st/iking  out  of  the. third  section? 
they  certainly  then  considered  the  allowance  of 
drawback  as  bountjr.  He  still  insisted  that  it*was 
so,  and  he  referred' ta  the  invoice  he  had  before 
produced,  and  called  for  the  reading  of  a  petition 
of  certain  glass  manufacturers,  dec. 

A  eood  deal  of  smart  Repartee  passed  between 
Mr.  Tod  and  Mr.  Merger,  in  relation  to  their 
stock  of  authorities,  dec. 

Mr.  CuLPEPB9  moved  that  the  Commute  rise. 
The  motion,  was  negatived — ayes  82,  noes  92. 

The  debate  was  now  re9ewed,  and'  Mfsi^rs. 
Foot,  of  Connecticut,  Cambleleng,  and  Ton, 
made  some  observations ;  when 

Mr.  Cambreleno  caiied  for  a  division  of  the 
question  so  as  to  take  it  first  on  the  first  part  of  the 
amendment  now  proposed. 

The  question  bei^g  taken,  accordingly,,  on  thd" 
first  clause  of  the  amendment,  as  it  is  above  stated,' 
the  vote  was : — For  the  amendm/^nt  86,  against 
it  87. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected— and  then  the 
Committee  rose. 


Friday,  March  264  .  '        « 

Mr.  CAMPB&jkL,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  !ljand  Claims,  lo  which  Were  referred 
bills  of  the  Senate  of  the  foltowing  titles,  viz : 
"An  act  confirming  the  claiq^s  of  the  heirs  olf 
Nicholas  Baudin  and  the  heir?  of  Joseph  Ohas- 
tang,  to  certain  tracts  of  land ;''  ^^An  act  confirmr 
ing  the  claim  of  Peter  H.*  Hobart  and  Lewis  Jud- 
son  to  a  certain  tract  of  land;"  and  ^*An  act 
releasing  to  John  McAlister,  or  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Jofin  Forbes,  a  certain  tract  of  land,''' 
reported,  as  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the 
said  bills  ought  not  to  pass. 

The  said  bills  were  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Little,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 


and  RevQlationary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Walter  S.  Chandler  and  Samuel  Ward," 
made  a  report  thereon,  adverse  to  the  passage  of 
the  said  bill,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee  of  the  Whole. 

On  ibotion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  ta  inquire  into 
.the  expediency  of  vesting  in  tha State  of  Illinois, 
for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  open- 
ing a  canal  between  the  waters  of  the  Illinois  river 
and  Lake  Michigan,  the  land  that  has  been  re* 
served  fVom  sale  by  Congress,  bordering  on  the 
proposed  canal. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Metcalfe,  the  Committee 
on  In.dian  Affairs  were  instructed  to  complete  the 
ihquiry  which  was  commenced  at  the  last  session, 
(and  reported*  upon  in  part,)  into  the  execution  of 
an  a^t)  entitled  ^^An  act  to  abolish  the  Indian 
trading  establishments;"  and,  also,  to  inquire  what 
was  the  general  average  per  centum  over  and, 
above  the  prime  cost  and  carriage,  for  whieh  the' 
articles  of  merchandise  were  sold  by  the  factory 
agents,  before  the  passage  of  the  law  aforesaid ; 
the  amount  of  thoney  which  ought  to  have  bten 
returned  to  the  Government  upon  the  abolition  of 
the  establishment ;  the  amaant  which  has  actually 
'  been  paid  into  the  Treasury,  together  with  that 
which  has. been  secured  to  be  so  paid  under  the 
provisions  of  the  law  for  abolishing  the  said  estab- 
lishment ;  and  if,  by  eontrasting  the  said  sums,  a 
balance  shall  be  found  to  be  due  to  the  Gorern- 
ment,  what  mode  can  be  devised  to  recoTcr  the 
same  from  the  person  or  persons  wixhholding  it.  ** 

The  .bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Captain  Thomas  Staniford,"  was  re- 
ferred* to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

•A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aci  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Crov- 
eminent  for. the  year  1824,*'  with  amendments; 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  were  read,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to*morrow. 

,Mr.  OoBB  moved  to  dischai^e  t)M$  Confmiltee 
of  Ways  and  Means  from  the  consideration  of  the 
President's  Message  in  relation  to  the  claims  of 
D.  D.  Tompkins,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee.  He  prefaced  his  motidn  with  a  few 
remarks,  to  show  that  the  standing  committee  bad 
not  time  fbr  a  proper  investigation  of  the  -subject. 
The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  McLan  b,  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  bnt, 
on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Webster,  it  was  withdrawn 
for  tbe  present.  * 

JOHN  B.  qOGAN. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Military  Committee, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  repeal  the  '^  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B. 
Hogan,"  reported  an  amendment  thereto. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  Hamilton  ex- 
plained the  circumstances  in  relation  to  the  case 
of  Mr.  Ho^n. 

Mr.  McCov  further  remarked;  on  the  facts  of 
the  case,  and  a  conversation  ensued  upoo  it  be^ 
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tween  Messrs.  Hamilton,  Sharpe,  Cobh,  Owen, 
and  CuLPEPBR. 

[Mr.  Hogan,  i(  appears,  was  apay  master  in  the 
Seminole  war,  who  paid  about  $dO,QOO  to  a  corps 
of  gunmen,  whom  he  considered  as  volunteers,  but 
who,  by  the  construction  of  the  law  by  tde  War 
Department,  were  decUYed  not  to  be  such.  The 
amendment  now  reported  to  the  bill,  ffoes  to  allow 
him  credit  for  this  amount.  It  was  objected  to,  as 
sanctiohing  a  dan^^erons  principle,  and  setting  a 
precedent  which,  it  followed  up,-  would  cover  all 
disbursements  made  bona  fide  but  vUhatU  law,] 

Mr.  CiTLPEPER  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on 
the  table.    Not  carried. 

The  amendment  was  fiiially  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill,  as  amended,  vras  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  went. into  pommittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union«  on  the  bill  to 
amend  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports, 
Mr.  CoNDicT  in  the  ChaiV. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ton, 
t6  raise  thcduty  on  ^'  all  articles  of  glass  not  spe- 
'^ified,"  from  two  cents  to  five  cents  per  poond — 

Mr.  •Cambreleno  made  some  observations  in 
opposition  to  this  amendment's  laying  an  enor- 
mous duty  on  plain  glass.  The  question,  being 
taken,  it  was  pot  agreed  to.  v 

Mr.  Elus,  df  Pennsylvania,  mored  to  aniend 
the  bill,  by  inserting  in  it  the  following  clause : 
"On  souare  iron-wire^  used  in  the'raanutacture  of 
umbrellas,  a  duty  of.  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent, 
ad  Talorem." 

Mr.  E.  stated  the  circumstances  of  this  branch 
of  manufacture^  which  at  present  is  not  made  in 
the  United  States.  The  making  of  umbrellas  had 
greatly  increased  in  the  United  States,  «n<l  they 
were  e'^ported  to  a  large  amount.  Those  engaged 
in  it  were  desirous  of  adding  this  branch  to  their 
business;  but,  under  the  existing . duty  of  40  per 
eent.  ad  valorem,  it  was  impossible. 

Mr.  Sharpe,  of  New  York,  supported  the 
amendment,  y4iBd  confirmed  Mr.  Ellis^  state- 
ment of  facts  on  the  subject 

Mr.  CASSEnT,  of  New  Jersey,  stated  that  he 
had  presented  a  petition  on  this  subject,. which  he 
desired  to  be  read* 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Pennsylvaoria,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment,  by  striking  out  the  word  "  iron," 
as  many  articles  of  this  dercription  were  made  of 
copper  wire. 

Mr.  Ellis  accepted  'this  modification  of  his 
motion. 

Mr.  Fcorn  stated  some  facts  in  relation  to  a 
former  petition  of  the  umbirella  manufacturers, 
and  its  effects. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  carried — ayes  7$,  noes  42. 

Mr.  l8AOK8|  of  Tennessee^  moved  to  strike  out 
the  proviso,  from  the  33d  to  the  42d  line,  inclusive 
which  is  in  the  following  wjords : 

*^  Provided,  Thst  all  cotton  cloths  whatsoever,  or 
dotht  of  which  cotton  shall  be  a  component  material, 
ezeepting  nankeens  imported  directly  ftom  China, 


the  original  cost  of  which,  at  this  place  whence  im- 
ported, with  the  addition  of  twenty  per  cento m  if  im- 
.ported  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  any  place  be- 
yond it,  and  of  ten  per  centum  if  imported  from  anj 
other  place,  shall  be  less  than  thirty-five  cents  per 
square  yard,  diall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken  and 
deeraM  to  "have  cost  thirty-five  cents  per  square  yard, 
andoihall  be  eharged  with  doty  aiscordingly." 

'  Mr.  IsACC9  stated  that  iHs  object  was  to  take 
away  from  the  bill  the  proposed  minimum  on  cot- 
ton goods.  Mr.  L  ouoted  statements,'in  figures,  to 
shpw  the  amount  ot  duties  in  1823,  paid  on  difiTer- 
ent  species  of  cotton  goods,  dbc..  to  show  th^  rea- 
sonableness of  his  proposition,  dbc.  He  did  not 
conceive  this  further  encouragemen  Ik  on  the  cotton 
manufacture  necessary ;  moreover,  because,  if  he 
wa^correctly  informed, -the  manufacturers  neither 
wished  nor  need^  it,  that  portion  of  'the  capital 
and  industry  of  the  (fountryemployed  in  it,  being 
more  productive  than  almost  any  other. 

Mr..  P.  P.  Barbour  th^n  irose,  and  said  that, 
having  determined,  at  some  period  pf  the  discus- 
sion, to  present  his  views  of  the  general  principles 
involved  in  the  b^U  under  consideration,  and  be- 
lieving that  the  present, motion  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity to-do  so,  he  would,  vfith  the  indulgence  of 
the  Committee  avail  himself  of  it. 

No  subject,  said  Mr.  B.,  of  a  m6r6  important 
character  than  this,  has  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  National  Legislature,  during  its  present  session. 
This  is  the  third  time  that  it  has  been  brought 
upon  the  tapis,  during  my  short  politiqal  life ;  it 
hes  not  only  been  debated  again  and  again  in  this 
and  the  other  House,  but  the  press  has  teemed 
with  pamphlets  and  newsj^aper  publications  in  re- 
lation to  It:  It  is.  not  A  question,  as  was  said  on 
Another  occasion  during  this  session,  of  political 
metaphysics,  bdt  of  severe  practical  taxatior*;  one 
whicn  comes  home  to  the  sensibility  of  the  pocket 
nerve.  In  oppo^ng  this  bill,'  I  feel  that  I  am  de- 
fending the  eatise,  not  of  myjown  immediate  con- 
stituents only,  but  of  the  whole  coxbmonwealth  of 
Virginia,  of  which  they  compose  a  part ;  not  of 
them  only,  bht  of  the  whole  South  ]  not  of  them 
onlfj  but  of  other  parts  of  this  Oonfederacy, against 
the  injurious  efifects,  which,  in  my  opinion,  this 
would  prdduee  upon  their  great  and  essential  in- 
terests. I  wish,  sir,  that  a  cause  so  great,  had  an 
abler  advocate  $  but  I  ^hall,  to  the  utmost  extent 
of  my  ability^  endeavor  to  present  the  subject  in 
its  true  light ;  should  I  not  succeed,  whilst  I  shall 
have  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  I  have  done 
my  duty,  I  shall  feel,  that  my  defeat  was  not  as- 
onbable  to  the  weakness  of  my  position,  but  to 
the  inadequate  manner  in  which  it 'Was  defended. 

The  bill  has  been  preseiited  to  us  in  various 
phasee;  some-  g^i^tlemen  say,  it  is  a  measure  to 
mcrease  the  revenue,  some  tell  us  it  is  to  encourage 
agriculture,  whilst  others  sustain  it  on  ^e  ground, 
that  it  will  afford  encouragement  to  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  country »  It  would  indeed  be  as  rare. 
as  it  would  be  valuable,  if  it  could  accomplish  all 
these  objects ;  to  harmotfize  these  conflicting  prin- 
ciples', is  just  as  impossible,  as  it  would  l^  for  a 
person  who  stood  at  a  medial  point  betweeen  two 
given  objeets,  to  approach  the  one,  without  reced- 
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iog  from  the  other;  and  I  fear,  sir,  that  it  would 
tarn  out  to  be  in  legislation,  what  certain  specifics 
come  to  be  in  medicine ;  published  to  the  world 
as  a  cure  for  almost  every  disease,  they  prove  to 
be  an  efiectoal  remedy  for  none.  Without  further' 
remark,  I  pass  directly  to  the  discussion. 

I  would  not  vote  for  this  bill,  sir,  even  if  it  ceuld 
be  placed  upon  the  groufids,  which  would  be  con- 
fessedly most  advantageous  for  its  advocates — ^that 
is,  even  if  it  were  a  bill  designed  to  raise  revenue, 
and  if  such  woi^d  be  its  effect.;  I  would  not  do  it, 
for  this  obviousr  reason,  that  the  exigent^ies  of  the 
Treasury  do  not  call  for  an  increase  of  fevenue. 

In  proof  of  this.  I  beg  leave  to  present  to  the 
Committee,  a  brierview  of  our  financial  situation, 
as  exhibited  m  official  documents,  giving  an  ex- 
position in -deistl.    The  present  condition  of  the 
Treasory  is  such,  as  to  ei|able  us,  by  anticipation, 
to  purchase  our  7  per  cent,  stock  during  the  cur- 
rent year,  which  would  not  become,  due  till  the 
next.    The  3  pusr  cent,  stock,  amounting  to  $13,- 
296,0d9  06,  no  gentleman  would  think  of  pajriqg 
at  par,  and  consequently  it  would  only  be  purchased 
upon  such  terms  as  might  be  agreed  upon,'  between 
the  Government  Md  stockholders.  The  ^,000;000 
due  to  the  Ban1c  of  the  United  States,  may  be 
considered  in  effect  as  paid,  inasmuch  lis  we  own 
stock  to  an  equirl  amount,  in  thf  bank,  the  divi- 
dends on  wiiich  are  equivalent  to  t)>e*"intere8t 
which  we  pay ;  besides,  our  debt  to  the  bank  is  at 
an  interest  or  only  ^  per  cent.,  and  therefore  falls 
within  the  influence  of  the  reasoning  applicable  to 
the  remaining  part  of  our  debt  beaHng  that  inter- 
est.   The  residue  of  the  pnblie  debt  consists  of  6  per 
cent,  stockj  and  5  per  cent<  stock ;  and  we  have 
satisfactory  reaison  to  believe  that  a  considerable 
part  of  the  ftix  per  cent,  stock,  can  be  commuted 
into  a  five  per  cent.    Let  me  add,  that  gentlen^en 
mistake,  when  they  say'  that  a  large  share  of  this 
debt  will  sQcceaslvely  fall  due  in  the  years  1826, 
1827,  and  1828.    Although,  In  those  yettrs,  larg« 
sums  are  redeemable,  that  -is,-we  nmy  pay  them,, 
if  we  choose,*  yet  we  are  under  no^'obiigatipn  to 
pajr  them  J.  and'  it  is  estimate  that,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Bank  debt,  and  the  three  per  cent. 
stock,  the  existing  revenue  of  the  Government  will 
be  competeiit  to  redeem  our  whole  public  debt  in 
the  year  1835,  a  period  of  eleven  years  from  the 
present    Now,  sir,  although  I  am  one  of  ihe  last 
men  in  the  world  who  would  subscribe  to  the 
doctrine  that  a  public  debt  is  a  p'ubiic  blessing,  but 
on  the  contrary,  consider  it  an  evil,  and  am  de- 
siroos  of  paying  it,'  yet,  in  doing  so;  Mrould  exer- 
cise discretion,  I  would  practise  moderatioi^.    As 
a  guardian  of  public  interest,  I  would  act,  in  rela^ 
tioQ  to  their  debts,  as  I  would  in  relation  to  my 
own;  1  wodid  not  suffer  a  solicitude  to  pay  a  debt 
not  coercible,  to  induce  me  to  fiell  property  at  a 
sacrifice,  or  to  borrow  money  at  a  higher  rate  of 
interest,  than  that  of  the  debt  to  be  paid  with  it. 
Let  us  for  a  moment  apply  these  plain  principles 
to  oor  stiaation:  there  is  no  part  of  the  debt  bear- 
ing a  higher  interest  th2|n  six  per  cent.;  and  there 
is  no  part  of  the  United  States,  it  is  believed, 
where  the  legal  rate  of  interest  is  less;  but  as  far 
as  the  six  per  cent,  stock  could  be  commuted  for 


a  five  per  c^f.  stock,  and  to  the  whole  amount  of 
the  five  per  cent,  if  we  were  to  draw  additional 
revenue  irpm  the  people  to  pay  it,  it  would  cre- 
ate an  increased  pressure  upon  them,  at  a  time 
certainly  not  favorable  for  the  purpose  of  payioff 
with  money  worth  six  per  oent.,  a  debt  on  which 
we  should  only  pay  an  interest  of  five  per  cen,t. 
This  would  be'  actually  a  loss,  and  even  as  to  six 
per  cent,  stock,  no  gain.  I  would  tn  this  regard, 
then^  adopt  the. maxim  t(  the  celebrated  English 
Minister  Burleigh :  That  it  is  not,  desirable  to  sea 
the  Treasury  swollen  like  ^a  disordered  spleen, 
whilst  the  nation  was  in  a  consumption.  I  would 
act  upon  the  principle  of  his  mistress,  ^ueen  Eli- 
^abetn,  that  at  present,  beyond  the  existing  m ve- 
nue, the  money  is  better  in  the  pockets  of  our  peo- 
ple, than  in  our  exchequer,  or,  I  will  ^dd,  in  the 
pockets  of  our  public  creditors. 

As  far,  sic,  as  this  bill  is  designed  to  give  en- 
couragement to  manufactures,  or  eten,  if  you 
please,  to  national  industry  in  general,  I  would 
vote  against  it,  for  another  strong,  and^  in  my  es- 
timation, decisive  reason.  Andnere,  Mr.  Chair- 
nian,  though  I  am  about  to  derive  an'.argUment 
from  the  Constitution,  I  trpstthat  I  shall  not  press 
upon  the*confinest>f  political  metaphysics.'  The 
Constitution  gives  to  Congress  the  power  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  impostS)  and  excises. 
This  bill  proposes  to  lay  and>  collect  duties^  and, 
therefore,  I  shall  not  Undertake  to  say  that  it  is  a 
violation  of  the  letter  of  the  Constitution.  But 
thitf  I  do  mean  to  contend,*  and  I  think  I  shall  be 
able  to  prove,  with  as  ni^h  anaj^proximation  to 
demonstation  as  moral  evidence  ia  capable  of,  that 
tbts  bill  does  violate  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution. 
The  power  to  impose  t^xes,  duties,  d^.,  it  will 
not  be  denied  by  an^^  gentleman,  was  given  to  us 
Yor'the  purpose  of  raising  revenue,  whi6h.  revenue 
is  tq  be  applied  to  tl^e  ends  pointed  out  in  the 
Constitution.  Ffow,  sir,  as  far  asj  by  this  bill,  it 
is  proposed  to  enoourage  manufactures,  or  any 
other  department  of  industry,  we  «haU  be  tising 
this  power,  not  only  not  foi(  the  purpose  Jfor  which 
it  was  given,  but  for  another  and  a  different  one. 
and,  as  I  shall  attempt  to  prove,  one  which  will 
defeat  that  for  which  the  power  was  given;  and 
then  this  question  presents  itself^  whether  we  do 
not,'  in  effect,  transcend  the  limits  of  oar  legiti- 
mate authority  as  much  by  the  exercise  ^of  a 
granted  powfer  for  a  purpose  for  which  it  wns  not 
granted,  as  by  the  exercise  of  a  power  not  grant- 
,ed  1  7  answer,  that  we  do.  As*  no  general  rea- 1 
sooiuff  strikes  the  mind  as  forcibly  as  examples,  I 
wWl  illuMrat*  my  proposition  by  putting  some 
analbgous  cases.  Congress  has  power  to  borrow 
money.  Let  us  suppose  that  the  capitalists  of 
this  country  were^  oy  petition  to  this  House,  to 
complain  that,  in  consequence  of  the  general  lan- 
guor of  the  commerce  of  the  world,  they  could 
find  no  lonaer  any  mercantile  investment  of  their 
capital  which  would  yidd  them  any  tolerable 
>  profit,  or,  if  you  please,  any  profit  at  all,  and, 
therefore,  they  called  upon  us  to  borrow  of  them 
some  millions  of  money,  at  any  given  rate  of  in- 
terest. Letiiseuppose  our  finances  tolie  in  such 
a  situation  as  not  to  need  it,  and  yet,  to  save  these 
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capitalists  from  sinking,  we  accepted  tbeir  pror 
position  under  our  power  to  borrow  money. 

Let  us  suppose  that  Congress,  impressed  whh  a 
belief  that  the  importation  of  certain  articles  of 
luxury  was  injurious  either  to  the  wealth,  the 
morals,  or  the  simplicity  of  the  manners  of  our 
people,  with. a  view  to  arrest  the  importation  of 
such  articles,  imposed  very  hifi^h  duties,,  not  at  all 
with  a  view  to  revenue,  but  lor  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  prohibition,  aod  high  etiough  to  proQUce 
that  effect;  and  that  this  was  done  under  the 
power  to  lay  duties. and  excises,  by  which,  in 
eBfect,  we  should  pass  sumptuary  laWs. 

Congress  hae  power  to  provide  and  maintain  a 
navy.  '  Let  us  suppose  that,  upon  the  termination 
of  the  European  war,  by  the  peace  of*  1814,  our 
navigating  interest  had  represented  that,  dwinff 
that  war.  We,  by  the  circumstance  of  our  neutral 
ciiaracter,  had,  for  a. series  of  years,  the  carrying 
trade  for  the  belligerents;  that  we  bad  thereby 
profited  at  the  rate  of  $15,000,000  per  annum,  at 
which,  I  believe,*  the  carrying  trade  is  estimated 
in  Seybert's  Statistics;  that,  by  means  of  the 
peace,  thousands  in  our  mercantile  marine  wer^ 
thrown  out  of  employment ;  and  let  us  suppose 
that,  though  the  extent  of  our  Navy  d\A  not  re? 
quire  it,  we  yet  empldyed  many  of  these  persons 
with  a  view  to  give  tiiem  employment,  under  ouc 
power  to  provide  and  maintain  a  navy.  I  could 
go  on  sir,  multiplying  exaa>pfes  of  this  kind,  with 
much  more  ease  than  they  could  be.  answered; 
These  are  sufficient  for  my  purpose.  In*^ch  of 
the  cases  which  I  have  here  put,  it  might  be  af- 
firmed, with  just  as  much  propriety  as  in  the 
present,  that  we  were  exercising  .powers  which 
were  clearly  given  ^  yet,  every  man  would  admit 
that  we  were  abusing  those  powers.  And  Why, 
sir  ?  For  the  simple  reason  that  we  were  using 
them  for  purposes  for  which  they*  were  not  granted ; 
and  let,  me  ask,  sir,  whether  the  same  objection 
does  not  apply  here?  If,  as  must  be  admitted, 
the  power  to  lay  duties  were  given  solely  to  raise 
revenue,  surely  when  we  apply  that  power  not  for 
that  purpose,  but  for  another,  and  that,  toO)  which 
defeats  tpe  legitimate  one,  we  are  exercising  that 
ppwe^  for  a  purpose  for  which  it  was  not  granted. 
Sir,  I  have  no  apprehension  of  4hese  things  at 
present,  whilst  our  virtue,  intelligence,  and  pat- 
riotism cantrnue;  but,  as  any  one  man  cannot 
hope  to  escape  that'^^ortality  which  is  the  lot  of 
his  species,  so  neither  can  any  Government  ex- 
pect wholly  to  avoid  those  evil  times  which  his- 
tory teaches  us  have  befallen  all  the  Governments 
of  the  earth.  When  we  shall  fall  upon  such 
timesj  what  now  is  precedent,  will  then  become 
principle ;  und,  "by  the  same  example,  many  an 
error  will  rush  into  the  State.?  thty  can  look 
back,  and  find,  in  the  best  periods  of  the  Republic, 
precedents  for  applying  a  power  for  a  difierent 
purpose  from  that  for  which  it  was  given,  and 
thus  the  whole  Constitution  may  be  made  to 
swing  from  its  moorings. 

Mr.  Chairman,.  I  would  not  vote  for  this  h\\\ 
for  another  reason,  which  I  regret  to  be  under  the 
neeessity  of  meptioniug<  I  regret  it,  because  it 
has  reference  to  the  difierence  in  the  local  interests 


of  this  mighty  Confederacy,  and  i  would  be  one 
of  the  last  men  in  the  world  who  would  excite 
^ny  thing  lik^  jealou&y,  or  even  sensibility, 
amoiigst  its  consiitueni  parts;  but  I  should  feel 
that. I  should  be  wanting  ii)  my  duty  to  mjr  con- 
stituents-, if  I  did  not  present  this  view  to  the 
Committee.  It  has  been  seen  that  one  object  of 
this  bill,  and  no  one  will  deny  but  that  it  is  a 
leading*  object,  is  to  foster  domestic,  manufactures. 
This  encouragement,  sir,  from  the  force  of  circum- 
stances, and  the  nature  of  things,  iBust  operate  in 
favor,  of  some  parts  of  the  Union,  to  the  ezdusioa 
of  others.  Cast  ypur  eye  over  the  map  of  the 
United  States;  look  at  iu  geographical  situation, 
and  estimate  duly  the  considerations  which  I  am 
now  about  to  submit,  jn  some  portions  of  this 
country,.there  k  a  large' accumulation  of  capital, 
the  fruit  of  foreign  commerce.  In  others,  there  is 
a  great  comparative  deficiency  of  capital.  In 
some  parts,  there  i&  for  this  Western  world  a  dense 
population ;  in  others,  it  is  spaise.  Thus^  take 
Conaecticut  and  Virginia  as  the  subjects  oi  .com- 
parison. By  the  census  of  1810,  Connecticut  bad 
about  56  to  the  square  mile;  Virginia  about  14. 
In  some,  parts,  there  is  free  labor ;  ia  otl^er^,  there 
is  onjy  slave  is(bor.  Now,  sir^  let  me  ask,  What 
hope  is  there,  in  the  careerof  competition,  between 
two  sections  of  coiintry,  in  one  of  whioa  there  is 
a  combination  of  the  three  great  advaotases  oi 
larse  capital,  deqse  population,  and  free  hpbor; 
and  in  the  other  oi'  which  there  ia  a  combination 
of  the  thiree  great  disadvantages  of  a  deficient 
capital,  spai^  population,  and  slave  Ubor?  The 
question  needs  pnly  to  be  stated  to  pe  answered. 
It  would  indeed  be  the  race  between  t{id  *  tortoise 
and  the  hare;  the  last  must  fitop,  or  never  be  over- 
taken. Now,  sir,  it  certfiinly  was  the  intention, 
in  forcning  this  Ggvernment,  that  the  different 
States  shonld,  as  far  as  cifcumsunces'V^ouid  per- 
mit, participate  equally  in  its  burdens  and  bene- 
fits.. And  hence,  the  provision,  that  direct  taxes 
should  be  apportioned  .to  nan^bers;  that  bther 
taxes  should  be  uniform;  that  no  regulation  of 
commerce  shoi]rld  give  a  preference  to  the- ports  of 
one  State  over  those  of  anoth^er,  d^.  But,  ^r, 
the  balance,  is  equally  disturbed,  whether  a  weight 
is  taken  out  of  one  scale,  or  put  into  another.  If, 
in  the  exercise  of  a  power  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  given,  one  State  suffers  less  harden, 
or  receives  more  benefit,  than  others,-  we  must 
submit  to  the  consequence ;  but,  when  a  power  is 
to  be  exercised  for  a  purpose  for  which  it  was  not 
^iven,  and  this  consequence  is  to.  follow,  then  we 
have  just  cause  of  complaint. 

I  come  now,. sir,  to  Consider  this  bill  in  the  dif-* 
ferent  lights  in  which  it  has  been  presented  by  its 
advocates,  and  to  examine  the  severi^l  grounds  on 
%bich  they  have  rested,  its  defence. . 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  said  that  the  bill  will  in- 
crease the -revenue.  I  think  I  shall  be  able  .to 
show,  that  it  will  have  a  directly  contrary  effect ; 
that  dimipution  of  revenue,  not  inerease,  will  be 
a  necessary  consequence  of  its  passage.  It  is 
conceded,  on  all  hands,  that  the  inevitable  effect, 
in  the  first  instance,  wiU  be  to  increase  the  price 
of  the  goods  imported ;  this  can  be  denied  by  no 
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mao;     This  beiog^  the  case,  the  amount  of  the 
produce  exported  from  the  country,  whatever  it 
may  be,wiH  forniah  fewer  oommodities  than  it  did 
before,  unless  gentleroea  are  prepared  to  mainfafn 
the  proposition  that  the  same  sun^  of  money  will 
purchase  as  much,  at  a  higher  price,  as*  it  woald 
do  at  a  loWer  one!    The  quafiCity  of  goods  im- 
ported then,  must  be  diminished ;  Iheoniy  potoible 
^und  on  which  it  can  be  contended  that  the 
leTenue  will  not  be  diminished^  is,  that  the  increase 
of  duty  on  the  goods  which  will  be  imported,  will 
be  equal  to  the  loss  of  the  former  duty  upon  such 
goods  as  shall  cea»e  to  beimpolrted.    It  is  impos- 
sible tosaf,  ^hat  will  be  the  precise  extent  or  the 
diminntioD  of  importation  ;  bi^t  we  may  resort  to 
some  data  which  will  constitute  the  basis  of  a 
reasonable  calculation.    It  may  be,  that  articles 
of  mere  luxury,  which  are^onsumed  only  by  tlie 
wealthy,  may,  at  the  advanced  price,  yet  be  im- 
ported, as  before ;  artieles  of  downright  necessity 
will  be  sb  imported  ;  but  there  is  a  large  descrip- 
tion of  articles  Which,  though  they  may  lie  con- 
Tenient,'and  may  *cota tribute  to  increase  the  stock 
of  comfort,  may  be  dispensed  with.    Thi9  latter 
kind  of  article  is  used  by  that  great  class  ofour  peo- 
ple, constituting  a  decided  lAajority  of  the  nation, 
who  are  either-podr,  Or  in  the  various  gradations  of 
property,  from  poTerty  towards  wealth,  but  falling 
entirely  short  of  that  point.    P^ow,  sir,  it  is  in  this , 
kind  of  imported  goods,  and  in  this  part  of  our 
population,  that  I  think  it  fair  (o  infer,  thala  very 
great  diminution  will  fake  place,  and  coasidera1>ly 
more  than  will  countervail  any  advantage  to  be 
expected  from   the  incr^sed  duty  upon  goods 
which  will  obntinue  to  be  imported.    Thus,'sir. 
the  goods  imported  in  the  year  1822,  paying  an  ad 
valorem  duty  of  25  per  cent,  amounted  to  52i;701,- 
040;  more  than  dne^fonrth  part  of  the  whole  im-' 
ports  of  tb^  year.  *  It  is  known,  thathll  th^  goods 
paying- this  rate  of  ad  valoremNduty,  are  those  of 
which  wool  and  cotton  are  the<  material's.    How 
large  a  portiori  of  the  coars^  kind  bf  thes^  ffood» 
is  used  by  our  poorer  people,  and  by  th^e  wealthier 
for  their  slaves  ?    And  yeu  these  articled  can,  and 
most  of  them  proba[bly  will,  be  tnanufactured  in 
household  establishments,  rather  t|\rfh  pay  the  high 
duties  imposed   by  this  bill  j.  especially  such  as 
plains  or  negro  cloths,  which,  frbm  tht^  statement 
appended  to  the.  New  York  memorial,  woultl, 
upon  th6  minimum  in  the  tariff,  and  at  the  rate 
of  duty  after  Jane,  1825,  pay  from  104  to  130  per 
cent.    But,  if  I  should  even  mistake  in  this,  it  is 
clear,  beyond  all  question,  tha^  the  progressive  and 
ultimate  effect  would  be  a  diminution  of  revenue. 
The  very  object  Which  gentlemen  havfe  iA  view, 
IS,  by  high  duties,  to  ezoludo*  foreign  articles  from 
comine  into  competition  with  those  of  a  doniestie 
manQfacture.    Ir  this  consequence  were  not  to 
follow,  the  whole  policy  of  the  bill  would  fail ; 
the  manufacturers  would  not  receive  the  encour* 
agement  intended,  and  the  consumer  would,  un- 
necessarily, as  wiell  as  unjustly,  be  encumbered 
with  higher  prices.    B^it,  supposing  the  operation 
of  the  bill  to  be,  what  it  certainly  will  be,  that,  in 
«)nscqnence  of  the  protection  afiforded,  the  domes- 
tic manufactores  will  progressively  dbplace  the 
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foreign,  and  be  consumed  in  their  place.    Then, 
it  is  palpable,  that  in  exact  proportion  as  this  takes 
plaice,  ioreigo  goods  will  cease  to  be  imported, 
and,  con^uently,  the  revenue  will  be  correspon- 
dingly diminished;  and,  finally,  whenever. the 
time  shoqld  arriye,  that  the  consumption  ^ of  do- 
mesti<i  manqfactureishquid  entipely'take  the  place 
of  foreign,  there  would  be  a  total  stop  to  all  im- 
pofts,  because  there  would  b^  an*  tfnd  to  importa- 
tion.   But  the  revenue  lost,  must  be  supplied,  and 
I  beg  leare  to  inquire  how,  aud  by  wbqpa  ?    We 
haye  beeA  told,  that  manufacturers  themselves, 
after  they  shall  be  firdily  established  by  a* system 
of  protecting  duties,  wiirbe  able  to  supply  this 
deficit.    If  we  were  to  jodg^  frotn  past, experience, 
this  promise,  holds  out  but  little  consolation.    In 
1916,  a  duly  of  25  pec  cent,  was  imposed  upon 
coUoa  and  woollen  goods,  with  a  minimum  uppn 
coarse  cottons,  ynden  thB  expeetatioa  that,  in  three 
year^,  these  tnaoufactures  would  reach  8uc|i  ma- 
turity that  they  could  sustain  tfaemselve^  with  the 
aid  of  a  smaller  duty.    And,  accordingly,  the  act 
of  1816  declared,  that,  after  June,  i819,  it  should  be 
reduced  to  20  per  cent. ;  but,  after  oootinning  the 
25  per  cent,  bv  a  subsequent  act,  now  in  the  eighth 
year,  ^  far  from  being  able  to  do  with  a  lesser 
duty,  we  are  called  upon  to  increase  the  duty  and 
create  a  minimum  in  relation  to  wool.    Thus,  as 
they  grow  in  years,  tlDey  seem  to  decrease  in 
strength ;  and  so  far  from  afiardin§r  revenue,  they 
cannot  exist  under  a  diminution  of  djity.    So  far 
from  this,  they  call  aloud  for  an  increase  of  duty,  as 
necessary  to  thdr  very  existence.    No,  Mr.  Caair- 
man,  the  deficit  must  be  supplied  by  a  direct  tax* 
The  reasoning  which  could  conyinoe  Congress 
that  it  wasjrightto  impose  high  duties  on  foreign 
goods,  to  aid  our  manufactures,  would  b^  strong 
enough  to  prove,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  de- 
pVessid,  as  their  advocates  would  say,  by  ai^  ex- 
cise.   And  thus  the  community  would  be  doubly 
taxed :  first,  by  the  high  prices  whieh  tl^ey  must 
pay  for  domestic  mffnufactures,  in  consequence  of 
the  foreign  being  e](cluded  by  our  duties;  and, 
secondly,  by  the  tax  which  must  be  paid  to  supply 
the  deficiency  in  the  revenue,*  pronduced  hy  the 
samtf  exclusion  of  foreign  goods.    Whereas,  had 
forei^  good»  been  not  excluded,  they  would  have 
purchased  them  at  a  eheaper  price  than  the  domes- 
tic, and  have  saved  that  difference  xA  price.    And 
even  of  the. price  that  they  would  have  paid  for 
them,  a  part  would,  ie  the  shape  of  impost  duty, 
have  gone  into  the  Tseasury.  and  thus  there  would  . 
be  no  deficiency  to  supply,  by  them,  in  the  shape 
of  direct  taxation.    But,  to  giye  the  gentlemen  all 
they  ask  for,  let  us  suppose  that  an  excise  could 
be  imposed  upon  domestic  manufactures,  what,  let 
me  ask,  have  ^'  gained  ?    Surely  I  need  not  at- 
tempt tO'  prove  to  the  Committee,  that  the  great 
body  of  the  community  who  are  consumers,. would, 
as  such,  ultimately  pay  this  tax  too.    And  thus,^ 
after'  losing  all  the  difference  between  the  high 
price  at  which  we  bare  to.buy  the  domestic  arti- 
cles, and  the  low  price  at  which  we  could  h&ve  < 
bought  the  foreign,  in  supplying  the  deficit  in  rev- 
enue, occasioned  by  the  exclusion  of  the  foreign, 
we  have  the  high  privilege  of  being  taxed  with 
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excise,  instead  of  imposts.  The  Joss  to  us,  i a  this 
arrangement,  I  can  easily  perceive,  bat  the  gain  I 
cannot,  unless  it  be  the  gain  of  a  more  disagree- 
able, instead  of  a  more  agreeable  mode  of  taxation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  are  the  people  of  this>country 
•repared,  in  time  of  peace,  for  a  direct  tax,  and 
or  an  excise,  or  for  either  % 

Sir^  we  know,  from  actual  experience,  that  they 
are  both  more  expensive  in  collection,  and  that 
the  direct  tax  being  ^by  numbers  amongst  the 
States,  IS  unequal  in  its  operation ;  we  know  that 
they  are  more  inconvenient,  and  that  the  direct 
tax  subjects  us  to  the  intrusive  visit  of  the  tax- 
gatherer,  whilst  the  impost  ip  .included  in  the  ar- 
ticles which  we  purchi^e,  and  that  its  payment  is 
an  act  of  volition.  Itk  relation  to  excise,  though 
England  raised,  according  to  Mr.  Lowe,  27,000,000 
sterling,  equal  to  $120,000,000,  by  excise,  in  18%^, 
though  there  are  now  twenty-five, different  arti- 
cles subj^t  to  excise  in  that  oppressed  kingdom, 
yet,  sir,  we  know  that  an  attempt  to  impose  an  ex- 
cise on  tobacco,  in  the  i;jei£^n  of  George  II.,  was 
considered  by  some  of  her  best  patriots  as  danger- 
ous to  the  constitution;  that  its  defeat  was  cele- 
brated with  rejoicings ;  that  Walpole,  the  Minis- 
jter  who  proposed  it,  was  burned' in  effi^^y;  apd 
that  he  abandoned  it,  because  he  thought  it  could 
not  be  carried  into  execution  without  an  armed 
force.  True  it  is,'sir,  thaf  the  people  of  England 
ar6  now  obliged  to  bear  it  in  multiplied  forms;'  I 
thank  God  that  it  is  not  our  condition,  and 'I  hope 
never  will  be.  But  gentlemen  say  that  this  bill 
wilt  increase  the  wealth  of  the  nation ;  I  readily 
admit  that  it  will  increase  the  profits,'  and,  conse-, 
quently,  the  wealth  of  the  capitalists,  whose  capi- 
tal is  invested  in  manufactures ;  I  admit,  also,  that 
these'establishments  may  afford  some  advantage, 
to  a  few  hundreds,  perhaps  thousands  of  persons, 
who  resid^  contiguously  to  them;  but  I  utterly 
deny  that  it  will  increase  the  aggregate  wealth  of 
the  nation.  And' here,  Mr.  Chairman,  though  I 
fear  it  may  be  sonvewhat  unpalatable,  f  must  beg 
leave  to  mtrdduoe  some  principles  of  political 
economy. 

The  sum  of  my  d6ctrines,  on  this  subject,  is  this: 
that  the  wealth  of  a  nation  ift  an  aggregate  of  the 
wealth  of  the  individuals  who  compose  ^t ;  this  is 
as  plain  a  principle  as^hat  the  whole  is  made  up 
of  its  parts.  That  there  is  an  instinct  implanted 
in  man,  the  master-spring  of  his  actional  which, 
thiough  life,  impels  him  to  a  perpetual  endeavor  to 
better  his  condition  I'that  this  principle,  acting  alike 
upon  all,  without  concert,  and  without  even  look- 
ing to  the  public  interest,  every  man  in  society  is 
constantly  endeavoring  to  increase  his  portion  of 
wealth,  and,  consequently,  every  man  is  laboring 
to  add  to  the  stock  of  public,  wealth-^-an  increase 
of  a  whole  being  the  inevitable  result  of  an  in- 
crease of  all  its  parts.  From  these  principles,  this 
corollary  is  deduced;  that'  Grovernment  should 
never  interfere  but  in  matters  of  State ;  that,  in  re- 
lation to  the  internal  police  of  a  country,  it  has 
done  all  that  is  required  of  it,  all  that  it  ought  to 
do,  when  it  has  secured  to  its  citizens  their  per- 
sonal liberty  and  private  property,  and-  an  im- 
partial administration  of  justice;  that,  as  to  the 


appropriation  of  his  skill,  capital,  and  labor, 
he  ought  to  be  left  as  free  as  the  air  which  be 
breathes,  subject  to  no  other  limitation,  than 
one  whieh  may  be  expressed  in  one  maxim  of 
the  civil  law :  '^Bo  use  thy  own  as  not  to  injure 
another's."  Now,  sir,  no  gentleman  will  contend 
that  the  instinct  which  I  have  mentioned,  does  not 
prompt  every  man  to  desire  to  improve  his  condi- 
tion ;  upon-  this  point  I  have  the  law  of  nature  on 
my  side.  Before,  then,*  iftcan  be  justified  to  in- 
voke the  aid  of  Gorvernment  upon  this  subject,  it 
is  incumbent  on  those  who  would  doaoyto  prove 
that  Government  knows,  better  hpw  to  direct  this 
desire,  which  «aU  acknowledge  td  be  universal, 
than  the  individual  citizens  themselves.  This  they 
cannot  do;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  think  it, can  be 
clearly  shown,  not  only  that  Government  does  not 
know  better,  but  that  it  do<^  not  know«  so  well ; 
nay,  that,  in  the  nature  of  things,  it  is,  and  must 
be,  wholly  incompetent  to  the  task.  As  gentle- 
men. will  probably  reject  the  authorixy  pf  books, 
I  will  resort  to  other  prodf— to  the  experience  of 
all  who  hear  me,  and,  particularly,  to  our  practi- 
cal experience  during  this  very  discussion.  Not 
having  the  property  of  the  fabled  ring  of  Midas, 
which  converted  ev^y  thing  which  it  touched  in- 
to goid|  we  cannot,  oy  a  legislative  fiat,  create 
the  capital  i  the  only  possible  remaining  method, 
then,  by  which  it  can  be  contended  that  the  inter- 
ference of  Government  can  add  to  the  public 
wealth,  is,  by  increasing  the  productiveness  of 
capital,  by  .directing  it' to  a  more  profitable  appli- 
cation. Now,  sir,  I  wouU  ask,  can  any  member 
of  this  Committee-,  can  the  ^hole  Committee  uni- 
ted, give  me  an  answer  to  the  follQwing  questions? 
What  is  the  average  rate  of  profit  of  the  great  de- 
partments of  industry,  agriculture,  manufactures, 
commerce,  and  navigation  7  What  is  the  partic- 
ular rate  of  profit  in  each  ?  What  .is  the  particu- 
lar rate  of  profit  ii^  the  dififereni  kinds  of  manu- 
facture, such  as  irohi  wool,  cotton,  dtc  ?.  What  is 
the  cause  of  the  difference  in  the  profit  of  differ- 
ent .manufacturing,  establishments  eng^ed  in 
manufacturing  the  same  materials?  Does  that 
dffference  arise  from  the  difference  in  capital,  or 
in  machinery, 'or  in  industry,  or  in  skill,  or  in 
economy  1  What  is  the  jate  of  profit  in.  Eng- 
land in  the  different  kinds  of  manufactures,  which 
come  into  competition  with  ours  of  the  same  kind.? 
Is  it  greater  or  less  than  ours;  and  how  much 
greater  or  Jess  ?  What  .is  the  precise  amount  of 
the  advantage  or  disadvantage  pro<}uced  by  the 
comparative  manufacturing  lacilities  in  England 
and  the  United  States?  U  it  not  manifest,  that, 
before  we  are  prepared  to  settle  the  various  ques- 
tions arising  out  of  a.  tariff  designed  to  encour- 
age, domestic,  industry,  that  we  must  be  able  to 
answer  all  these  ^questions,  and  many  more  of 
a  similar  character  ?^  Andf  yet,  sir,  it  must  be 
apparent  that. these  things  are  not  within  the 
scope  of  human  possibility.  '  Now  to  exemplify  : 
the  manufacturers  ask  for  protection  ;  a  given 
sum  is  proposed  as  a  duty ;  the  commercial  inter- 
est, as  well  as  the  agricultural,  allege  that  the 
profit  of  the  manufacturer  is  already  larger  than 
theirs.    Who  amongst  us  can  tell  what  is  the  i>rofit 
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of  either  ?  and,  if  we  cannot,  how  do  we  know 
wfaethet  protection  is  needed  1  and,  if  it  be,  bow 
much  ?  Again,  ibe  wool-grower  asks  a  protect- 
ing duty  to  bia  wool ;  the  tttanufactarer  exclaims 
that  the  rate  proposed  will  prostrate  his  manufac^ 
ture.  What  .data  have  we  upon  which  to  decide 
between  them. 

I  could  furnish  a  practical  exemplification  of 
our  incompetency  to  this  task,  drawn  f/om  the 
impossibility  of  answering  each  of  the  questions 
which  I  have  put.    These  will  illustrate  the  truth 
for  which  I  am  contending,  namely,  that  the  pro- 
posed system,  as  it  is  without  our  sphere  of  action, « 
so  it  is  beyond  our  means  of  information.    But 
whilst  we  are  thus  without  tlie  necessary  informa- 
tion, as  to  all  these  complicated  su^ects,  each  in* 
dividual  in  his  owa  immediate  and  separate  pur- 
suit, has,  or  may  oaT^e,  all  the  information  required, 
in  relation  to  his  business.    To  individuals,  then, 
let  us  leaTe  it,  with  the*  assurance,  that,'  as  they 
have  the  desire  to  give  their  capital  and  labor  the 
most  profitable  direction,' so  they  can  much  more 
surely  find  out  that  application^ baa  we  can.    If 
Government  interfere,  it  must  be  either  by  turning 
to  manufactures  capital  not  now  so  invested,  ^or 
by  aiding  that  whicn  is  now  so  employed.    If  the 
reasoning  which  I  have  just  presented  be  correct, 
then  as  to  the  new  capital,  the  interference  is  in- 
jurious, because  the  individual  would  have  so  ai>- 
propriated  it,  if  such  appropriation  had  been  the 
most  beneficial.    As  to  the  capitara [ready  invested 
inmanufa^tures,  if  it  already  produced  to  itsown-^ 
er  an  average  profit^  then  nothing  could  be  more 
unjust  than  to  increase  that  profit  at  the.ezpense 
of  the  community.    If  it  did  not  produce  the  av-' 
erage  profit,  then  it  is  clear  .that  the  same  capi- 
tal would  contribute  Kpore*  to  the  stock  of  public 
wealth,  if  it  were  applied  in  some  othec  way.  The 
interference  of  Grovernmenc  must,  then,  either  be 
unjust  or  injurious.    But  it  is  said  ihat  the  com- 
munity will  be  compensated  by  any  temporary 
loss  arising  from  the  ^id  to  manufactures,  by  the 
ultimate  Y^uction  in  price;  prbduced  by  the  do- 
mestic competition.    And,  in  proof  of  this,  we 
are  triumphantly  toldjof  the  reduction  in  tl\e  price 
of.  coarse  cottons.    In  the  first  place  I  would  re- 
mark that,  however  the  price  may  be  reduced,  this 
very  bifl  proppses  to  increase  the  minimum  upon 
coarse  cottons ;  which  would  seem'  to,  show  that 
they  yejt  vvanted  more  protection,  ^ut  let-me  ask, 
if  the  coarse  cotton^  have  fallen  in  the  United 
States,  have  Uiey  not  also  iailen  inJCnglaad,  and 
to  a'price  lower  than  with  us  ?    The  Best  proof 
which  gentlemen  could  give  us,  would  be,  to  re- 
peal the  minimum;  a  proposition /which,  I  dare 
say,  we'shall  not  hear  from  them.    I  do  not  ijaean 
to  contend,  sir,  that  domeiltic  competition  will  not 
ultimately  reduce  the  pr^ce— but  our  misfort4ine 
is  this,  that  the  hiffh  profits  at  first  resulting  from 
increased  duties,  allpre  many  persons  to  embark 
in  the  competition  with  insufficient  or  small  cap- 
ital, or  carry  too  much  capital  into  that  pursuit,  and 
when  the  reduction  id  priqe  commences,  before  it 
has  reached  its  ipinimum,  and  such  an  one  as  the 
foreign  article  might  be  bought  for,  the  small  capi- 
talists are  overpowered  in  the  eompetition,  by  tne 


large  ones  ,and  they  again  cry  out  to  us.  Help  us,  or 
we  sink.  This  is  not  fancy,  sic,  but  fact.  The 
Walth&m  factory  asks  for  no  aid ;  the  memorial 
from  DelaVare  does^  It  asks  for  protection  to  the 
wooll^a  manufactures,  that  a  part  of  the  redundant 
capital  invested  in  those  of  cotton,  may  flow  over 
into  those  of  wool*  Thus,  sir,  we  go  on,  in  a  con- 
tinued circle.  Lar|f&  profits^  it  seems, .allju re  too 
much  capital  to  a  f  ivea  pursuit.  As  soon  as  by  com- 
petition those  prous  begin  to  decline,  and  we  hope 
to  realize  the  promise  of  a  minimum  price,,  and 
thus  receive  the  equivalent  for  oor  Imts  in  the  in- 
termidiate  high  prices,  we  are  called  on  to  save 
those  who  arcr  likely  to  be  crushed  in  the  struggle ; 
that  is,  we  must  sustaiu  all  our  manufacturers 
a^inst  a  foreign  competition ;  and  we  must  sus- 
tain the  smaller  capitalist  against  the  domestic 
competitiops. 

But,  it  is  said  that  this  system  wilf  increase 
domestic  industry. .  If  I  liave-succeeded  in  show- 
ing that  it  will  not  increase « the  pohlic  wealth 'Or 
capital  of  the  nation,  then,  sir,  it  is  utterly  imjx)s« 
sible  that  it  can  increase  the  national  industry  ;  it 
is  the  capital  which  calls  that  indostcv  into  action, 
which  furnishes  its  inducement  ana  its  reward  ; 
and,  to  say  that  labor  will  be  increased,  whilst 
the  capijtal  of  the  country  is  not  onl^  not  increas- 
ed, but,  as  I  think  I  have  shown,  is  diminished, 
would  be  as  great  a  solecisin  in  political  economy, 
as  tosay  that  population  could  be  increased,  whilst 
the  Mood  of  the  country  was  diminished  ;  as  the 
food  supports  population,  so  capital  supports  labor. 
It  will  certainly  divert  a  portion  of  labor  from 
one  pursuit  to  another ;  it  will  certainly  increase 
the  profits  of  the  manufacturing  capitalist ;  but  it 
does  not  increase  the  whole  stock  of  the  wealth 
of  the  nation ;  -it  gives  only  to  all  the  laborers  the 
usual  rate  of  wages,  about  equal  to  their  maiiKen- 
ance ;.  and  that  maintenance. they  might  hav^e  ac- 
quired in  some  oth6r  Ub<vr,  either  for  themselves 
or  for  others. 

it  is  argued  that  jt  will  furnish  a  better  and  a 
more  steady,  market  to  the  agriculturists.  Let  us 
examine' this  pretension.  The  agricultural  pro* 
duce  consists  either  of  food,  or  of  the  materials  of 
manufacture;  so  far  as  it  consisti  of  food,  there  is 
no  increase  of  consumers ;  for,  as  it  has  been  well 
said  in  one  of  the  memorials  sent  to  this  House, 
we  now  feed  them  all,  and  we  can  do^no  more. 
The  argument,  however,  nrpceeds  upon  the  as- 
sumption, that  a  portion  ot  labor  now  en j^aged  in 
agriculture,  will  be  transferred  to  manufactures ; 
and  thus,  the  quantity  of  agricultural  produce 
being  diminished,  there  will  be  a  better  price  for 
the  remainder.  This  is.  pdee^  a  comsoling  pro- 
mise !  With  countless  millions  of  fertile  land  yet 
uncleared,,  a  part  df  that  now  in  cultivation  is  to 
be  deserted)  then  1ft  must  remain  in  a' state  of 
waste  and  desolation,  for,  whence  is  to  be  de- 
rived the  labor  to  cultivate  it,' in  lieu  of  that  which 
has  gone  to  manufacthres  ?  Can  that  system  be 
a  sound  one,  which  proposes,  not  only  to  arrest 
our  progress  in  clearing  new  landsj  but  even  to 
diminish  the  area  of  our  present  cultivation  ? 

But,  after  all,  what  is  to  be  the  number  of  our 
new  consumers  ?,  We  have  no  data,  on  which  to 
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estimate,  with  any  thing  like  accuracy,  the  num- 
ber of  persons  engaged  in  manufactures.    I  speak 
now  01  regular  manufacturing  estabtisbments  of 
articles,  for  sale.    The  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  in  1815,  reported,  tbat  there 
were  then  100,000  persons  engaged  in  the  cotton 
manufacture;  probably  the ^ whole  number  em-- 
ployed  tn  the  different  manufactures,  might  now 
oe  estimated  at  200,000;  but  these  ought  not  to  be 
included  in  our  calculation,  as  they  now  consume 
our  food,  without  the  aid  of  thi$  bilL  Let  us  sup- 
pose that  the  encouragement  afforded  b^  (his  bill, 
should,  in  some  two  or  three  years,  transfer  100,000 
persons  from  agri,culture  to  manufactures.    Here 
we  hnyre  this  number  of  new  *  consumers  to  feej]. 
What  perceptible  advanmge,  let 'me  ask,   will 
this  small  number  afford  to  the   agriculturist? 
Particularly,  when  thb  ^ame  cause  that  creates 
this  new'  demand  for  food  increases  the  price 
of  every  article  which    the   agriculturist  con- 
sumes ?    Let  me  illustrate  by  an  example.    I  will 
suppose  that  a  bbl.  of  flour,  which  before  brouglit 
fire  dollars,'  shall  then  command  six ;  but  the  yard 
of  clotH,  which  before  brought  five  dollars,  now 
costs  six,  and  thus  the  account  is. balanced,  even 
upon  the  favorable  supposition,  for  the  advocates 
of  the  bill,  that  this  ennancement  of  price,  in  ag- 
ricultural produce,  will  take  place.    But  we  have 
a  much  better, prospect  of  new  consumeYs^  from 
our  increase  of  population.    Supposing  it  to  have 
been,  in  1820,  10^000,000— as  it  has  been  ascer- 
tained that  we  double  in^  period  of  a^ut  twenty- 
three  years — ^it  will  be  found  that  there  must  oe 
an  annual  increase  of  upwards  of  4^0,000  persons. 
But  it  is  estimated  that,  in  the  healthiest  coun-' 
tries,  one  in  fifty  will  annually  die.    This,  upon 
a  capital  otf  10,000,000,  will,  annually,  be  200,000. 
To  make,  their,  an  actual  addition  of  400.000, 
there  must,  of  the  children  annually  born,  at* least 
600,000  survhre.    Counting,  then,  frpm  1820  to 
1830,  a  period  of  ten  years^  there  wouia  be  6,000,-. 
000  of  persons,  as  consumers,  not  on^  of  whom 
would  be  producers,  none  having  yet  passed  ten 
years  of  age/    It  is  true  that  a  number  of  those 
Dorn  in  the  preceding  period,  say  from   1810, 
would  be  annually  comihg  into  the  class  of  labor- 
ers, by  reaching  the  aG;e  for  labor;  but,' then,  it 
mdst  be  remembered  that  they  were  the  progeny- 
of  the  capital  of  population  m  1810,  which,  for 
round  numbers,  I  will^'all  7,000,000.    And,  be- 
sides those  who  are  successively,  by  age^  passing' 
beyond  the  period  of  labor,  one-hall  of  the  whole 
number  are  to  be  presumed  to  be  females,'  who^ 
for  the  most  part,  are  engaged  fh  household  obcu- 
pations,   and   notr  contributing   to-  field    labor. 
Taking,  then,  into  estimate  that  the  stock  of  those 
annually  coming  into  the  laboriifg  class,  was, 
originally,  from  a  capital  of  7,01)0,000,  whilst  the 
number  of  new  consumers  was  from  a  capital  of 
10,000,000;  that  the  new  laborers  are  subject  to 
the  deductions  which  I  have  mentioned,  and  the 
new  consumers  have  to  be  added  to  their  number, 
the  number  necessary  to  supply  the  annual  defi- 
ciency, by  death,  of  200,000,  it  Will  be  seen  that 
the  number  of  consumers  is  constantly  increasing 
in  an  immense  proportion  beyond  the  new  pro- 


ducers; and  hence,  gentlemen  may  perceive  tha^ 
where  population  is  not  checked,  the  natural 
course  of  things  is  |ferpetualty  furnishing  a  cor- 
rective to  the  complaint  of  surplus  food  without  a 
market.  Again,  by  way  of  (joieting  gentlemen's 
apprehensions  upon  that  subject,  let  me  tell  them 
that  the  whole  of  the  flour  exporte(i,  'during  the 
last  year,  would  scarcely  more  than  feed  the 
whole  population  of  the  British  Isles  for  one 
fortnight. 

A*}  far  as  the  agricultural  -produce  consists  of 
materials  of  manufacture,  as'we  now  have  a  mar- 
ket for  all,  it  would  only*be  an  exchange  of  the 
foreign  for  th^  domestic  market.  ^If,  for  exampl^ 
we  did  not*  purchase  the  coUon  manufactures  oi 
Britain^  she  would  not  need  the  tnaterial  of  which 
that  part  formerly  purchased  bvfUs  Was  made; 
and  so  of  other  articles.  The  effect  of  gradually 
displacing  foreign  commodities,  by  the  use  of  do- 
mestic, would  be  in  prJoportion  to  the  extent  of 
that  exclusion,' to  cut  off'^the  commerce  between 
this  and  foreign  countries:  and,'  With  the  com* 
merce,  our  navigation  interest  would  go  down',  as 
the  one  furnishes  the  necessary  measure  of  the 
other.  These  would  be  the  necessary  conse- 
quences of  the  fAvorite  doctrine  of  gentlemen,  that 
we  ought  to  be  independent  of  foreign  nations. 
Now,  all  commerce  implies  reciprocal  depend- 
ence; that  is,  it  implies  that  each  country,  carry- 
ing it  on,  has  something  that  the  other  wants,  and 
Which  they  mutually  receive  as  equivalents.  If 
thi&  be  the  kind  of  denendence  objected  to,  then, 
the  independence  sou^t  for,  implies  that  there  is 
to  be  no  commerce.  ^Vhen  ^here  shall  be  no  for- 
eign commerce,  we  shall  have  scarcely  any  ton- 
nage engaged  in  foreign  trade,  in  time  of  peace 
there  being  but  little  carrying  trade,  except  when 
a  general 'Eotop^an  war  should  give  us  that  trade 
tor  the  b/e41igerents;  wEat^  then,  would  become  of 
our  900,000  tons  of  shlprpmg  now  engaged  in  the 
foreign  commerce  of  the  United  Stales? 

But  fearful  apprehensions*  are  entertained  from 
our  imports  exceeding  our  e^tports.  The  atnount 
of  import.^,  for  1823,  was'  $77,679,267,  and  of  out 
exports^  $74,699,030.  The  excess  of  imports  over 
exports  being  apparently  near  $3,000,000.  Bnt 
this  is  only  in  appearance;  for,  both  imports  and 
exports  are  estimated  at  their  value  at  the  place  of 
exportation/  Now,  jis  we  roamly  transported  all 
in  our  own.  ships,  there  is  nothing  to  be  added  to 
our  imports  on  account  of  freight;  but  the  value 
of  freight,  upon  our  exports,  rs  to  be  added,  be- 
».cause;  having  done  nearly  seven-eighths  our- 
selves, the  articles  would  be  sold  for  ni  much 
more,  in  the  foreign  market,  than  they  were  worth 
at  home,  as  the  freight  amountea  to;  which 
Would  more  than  cover'the  apparent  deficiency. 
Again^  sir,- even  if  the  imports  did  exceed  the  ex- 
ports. It  does  not  at  all  necessarily  follow,  that  we 
are  carrying  on  an  unprofitable  commerce.  If  the 
imports  are  used  as  articles  of  consumption,  then 
it  would  be  injurious.  But,  jf  they  ai^e  of  a  char- 
acter to  increase  the  productive  powers  of  the 
country,  in  a  subsequent  year,  then  the  trade  is 
beneficial,  and  the  excess  only  operates  as  a  loan 
to  that  amount  of  foreign  capital.    A  practical 
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exemplifieation  of  this  troth  majr  be  found  in  the 
history  of  the-Uoited  States  previoos  to  the  Rero- 
lationary  war,  when  we^were  constantly  jn  debt 
to  Great  Britafn,  and  yet  increasing  in  wealth 
with  nnexampiedtrapidity-. 

Mr.  Cbrairraan,  in  the  discussion  of  this  subject 
^we  are  always  told  that,  whatever  theorists  may 
say,  experience  proves  that  great  poverty  has  been 
the  fate  of  those  nations  which  did  not  Tneourage 
iCnanufactures,  and  great  wealth  the  lot  of  those 
which  did ;  and  Spain  and  England  ha^^e  been 
unifbrnily  presented  as  striking  examples;  the 
first  of  poverty,  and  the  second  of  wealth,  which 
is  ascribed  to  their  different  policy  in  this  respect. 
Let  us  first  investigate  the  causes  of  the  povisrty 
of  Spain.     Unhappy  country !    What  a  contrast, 
it  presents  to  its  lormer  self  I     The  time  was, 
when  it  was  thp  terror  of  all  Europe;  when  it, 
•commaodeil  the  resources  of  Spain  proper,  the 
Netherlands,  Sicily,  Sardinia,  Naples,  and  l)oth 
the  Indies ;  when,  in  the  great  struggle  between 
the  rival  houses  of  Bourbon  and  Austria,  the  ba4- 
ance  of  power  in  Europe  was  endangej^d ;  tvheii 
^ueen  Elizabeth,  and  the  whole  English  nation, 
trembled  at  the  approach  of  her  invincible  Ar- 
mada.   Now,  what  is  her  condition?*  Prostrate^ 
debased,  a  vassal  province  to  France.    Now,  in- 
deed, is  verified  the  famous  saying  of  Louis  XIV. 
There  are  no  longer  any  Pyi;enees.    And,  even, 
in  the  19th  century,  the  benighted  mind  of  a  part 
of  its  population  makes  them  cling  tb'the  Inquisi- 
tion ;  but  his  Holiness,  the  Pope,  refuses  to  com- 
ply with  their  request  to  re-estatuish  it.    Let  me 
assign  some  of  the  most  prominent  causes  of  this 
fallen  condition.    It  is  owing,  in  part,  to  the  big- 
otry of  the  Government,  to  the  supe^'stition  of  her 
people,  an()  to  the  Catholic  religion*    Look  oxer 
the  map  of  Europe,  you  will  'find  the  Catholics 
much  more  numerous  than  the  Protestants.    And 
yet  bow  infinite  the  difference  in  national  indus- 
try in  favor  of  the  Protectants !  What  comparison 
is  there  between  the  Products  of  labor  of  the  Flem- 
ings, the  French,  and  northern  Italians,  on  the  one 
si&;,and  the  Silesians,  Saxons,  the  Prussians,. and 
Englishmen,  on  the  other  t    In  Ir^and,  we  are 
Cold,  the  linen,  the  only  great  manufacture,  is  in 
the  bands  of  the  Protestants.    Sirj  it  is  said,  the 
endless. holidays  in  the  Catholic  religion  seriously 
interfere  with  labor.  The  gold  and  silver  of  Mex- 
-  ico  and  South  Ameijica  have  been  to  them  a  mis- 
fortune.   While  it  stimulated  the  in^ustrv  of  the 
rest  of  Europe^  it  fuiinished  tlie  means  to  the  kings 
of  Spain  of  carrying  o6  wars  of  mad  ambition,  it 
dazzled  the  nation  with  the  glare  of  boundless 
wealth,  ind  destroyed  the  elastic  spring  of  inthis- 
try.    Ev^ry  galleon  which  crossed  the  ocean  ear- 
ned with  it  apparent  wealth,  but  the  cause  of  ul- 
timate poverty.     Spain,  in  her  folly,  banished 


the  people  without  education';  the  two  orders  of 
nobtiity  and  clergy,  with  one  third  of  the  land  of 
the  kingdom  locked  up  in  perpetual  inalienability. 
Some  idea  of  the  operation. of  this  latter  cause 
may  be  formed  from  the  experience  of  the  French 
revolution.  There,  too,  a  third  of  the  land  of  the 
kingdom  was  in  the  hands^of  •  the  privileged  or- 
ders, and  inalienable.  The  French  revolution, 
though  it  produced  some  tremendous  shocks,  has 
left  some  valuable  monuments  to*  its  memory. 
The  national  domain  was  confiscated  and  sold, 
and  millions  of"  people,  in  consequence,  became 
the  owners  of  the  soil.  Who  can  doubt  that  but 
Yor  this,  upon  the  Restoration  of  the  Bourbon  dy- 
nasty, all  the  former  abuses,  and  the  whole  an- 
cient regime,  would  have  been  rest9red  with  them? 
To  return  to  Spain.  The  taxes  of  the  kingdom, 
the  most  oppresstte  in  their  mapner  of  being  laid 
and  collected^and  almost  the  whole  borne^by  the 
people ;  while  the  privileged  orders  were  exempt, 
or  nearly  so !  Take  a  particular  tax  upon*  the 
sale  of  commodities  repeated  at  every  new  sale, 
insomuch  that  an  artiele,  in  its  various  transfers, 
has  been  taxed'  ten',  i^,  twelve  different  times. 
Consider  the  monstrous  and  absurd  practice  grown 
into  a  prescriptive  right  in  favor  of  the  privileged 
orders',  called  the  Mesta,  by  which  they  are  at  lib- 
erty, at  wjll,  to  have  thousands  and  myriads  of 
sheep  driven  through  the  different  provinces  for 
the  benefit  of  pasturage ;  the  most  'defective  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  perhaps,. in  Ihe  civilized 
world,  which  we  know  sooner  than  any  other 
cause,  to  destroy  all  credit  in  the  transactions  of 
men.  Its.  agriculture,  sir,  is  91  as  low  an  ebb  as 
its  manufactures,  and  it  is  tfscribable  to  the* same 
causes.  These,  sir,  are  the  x>utline8  of  the  picture 
of  Spain.  The  effect  of  all  these  causes  is,  in  a 
gr^t  degree,  to  destroy  that'^mastjer-s^iring  of  ha- 
.  man  exerti<)n — thd  certainty  that  we  shall  reap 
the, profits  of  our  labor.  No  man  can. feel  this  cer- 
taipty,  who  does  mSt  enjoy  security  of  person  and 
'property*  The  Spanish  people  are  under  the 
yok^of  a  political,  a  regaL  and  a  papal  bondase. 
Look  at  Englann  herself,  while  she  wore  the 
chains  of  feudal  vassalage,  and  you  will  find  that 
the  active  spiht  of  industrv  which  now  achieves 
.  so  much,  then  almost  lay  dormant. '  Agriculture, 
manu/actures,  and  every  kind  of  industry,  moved 
with  a  sluggish  pace.  A  n^w  era  commenced, 
and  all  the  natural  consequences  followed. 

And  this, 'sir,  brings  me  to  examine  the  ex- 
amples which  England  offers  to  out;  contempla- 
tion. The  first  view  which  I  shall  present  on  this 
subject,  has  reference  to  the  statistics  of  the  two 
countries.  The  population  of  Q^eat  Britain  and 
Ireland,  according  to  Lowe,  for  1823,  Was  21,- 
500,000,  BcK,  as  the  statement,  in  relation  to  Ire- 
land, was  conjectural,  and  that  of  Gb^at  Britain 


from  the  kingdom  the  Jews  who  conducted  her,  official,  I  will-take  that  as  the  subject  of  compari- 
commerce ;  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  17th  cen- 1  son     ^        -^  -^--^  ^1^  -«-«  ^^  » 

tury  a  million  of  Moors,  the  most  industrious  of 
her  people  in  agriculture  and  manufactures.  *  These 
exiles  carried  with  them  their  wealth,  their  skill, 
and  industry.  Examine,  sir,  the  structure  of  her 
Government,  and  her  internal  regulations.  Her 
king,  her  nobles,  her  clergy,  under  papal  bondage; 


Great  Britain,  then,  in  1823,  had  a  pofmla- 
tion  of  14,5^j0G0,  and  165  to. the  square  mile; 
dividing  the  population  by  the  number  to  the 
square  mile,  we  find  the  number  6(  square  n^les 
to  be  less  tbaii  90,000 ;  the  population  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  round  numbers,  I  will  state  at 
10,000,000.    If  we  take  the  whole  territory  of  the 
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United  States,  tncludin^  the  boundless  region  be- 
yond the  Mississippi,  it  is  estimated  by  Seybert,at 
2,000,000  square  miles,  and  the  population  Would 
be  a  fraction  less  than  5  to  the  'square  mile.  Can 
it,  Mr.  Chairman,  be  correct  for  us,  with  a  terri- 
tory so  large,  and  a*  population  so  (fain,  lio  follow 
th€|  example  of  Great  Britain,  wjth  a  territory  so 
small  and  a  population  so  dense?  I  had  thought 
thiat  examples  were  to  be  followed,  when  circum- 
stances were  ahke ;  but  here,  so  far  from  likeness, 
the  example  offered  for  our  imitation  presents' 
nothing  but  strikipg  contrast.  For  a  moment,  sir, 
allow,  me  to  reverse  the  picture,  to  take  the  con- 
verse of  the  proposition  ;  suppose  that  it  was  form- 
ally proposed'in  the  British  Farliament,'that  Great 
Britain  should,  by  legislative  interference,  attempt 
to  turn  her  capital  and  labor  'from  manufactures 
to  agriculture,  and  -  the  argument  offered  should 
be«  that  America  had  prospered  by  apiculture, 
wna^would  be  thought  of  such  a  proposition  ?  The 
answer  would  be,  that  our  population,  compared  to 
territory )  P9ints  to  manufactures  ^  fio  here,. I  say, 
that  our  population,  compared  to  territory,  points 
to  agriculture ;  wh^  a  population  equal  to  that 
of  Great  Britain  shall  be  found  in  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania,  which,  t0g:ether,  contain  a  greater 
territory,  manufactures^^ill  spring  up  in  thej^at- 
ural  course  of  things. 

Before  I  procee^l  to  exatnipe  the  various  causes 
which  have  contributed -to  the  wealth  of  Great 
Britain,  I  beglefive  to  correct  geptlemen  as  to  the 
fact  of  manufactores  there  being  more  prodvetive 
than  agriculture.  M/.  Lowe,  In  his  work„  gives 
us  Colquhoun's  estiniateof  the  property. created  u^ 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  1812,  which,  upon 
the  whole,  he  considers  as  about  a  fair  esumate 
for  1823.  The  aggregate  of  that  estimate  is  ^30,- 
000,000;  of  this,  agriculture,  in  all  its  branches, 
includiog  (ftisture,  is  put  dowh  at';£S17,000,000; 
manufactures,  in  every  branch,  at  J&ll4,000,000  ( 
thus,  it  appears  that,  including  pasture,  agriculture 
produces  more  than  manufactures, and  every  mean« 
of  creating  property  put  together;  but*  excluding 

gasture,  estimated  at  from  £80,000,000  to  £lOO,- 
00,000,  and  taking  the  largctst  sum,  stHi  agrieut- 
ture  produces  a  few  millions  of  pounds  sterling 
more  than  manufadtures  in  every  branch.  The 
saiae  book  gives  us  a  table  of  the  proportions  of 
population  engaged  in,  different,  pursuits;  from 
this  it  ap^rs,  taking  the  year  1821,  that  the 
families  chiefly  engaged  in  agficuilure.were  978,- 
656;  those  ia  manulactures,  trade,,  and  ''mechan* 
ical  employment,  l,350,26d ;  the  average  estimate 
of  a  family  being  five  persons  to  each.  Thus  it 
appears,  if  you  take  the  whol%  product  of  agricul- 
ture, it  exceeds  the  aggregate  of  all  other  products, 
by  some  millions,  though  the) persons  engaged  in 
it  are  not  so  numerous,  by  more  than  a  million 
andean  half  of  people;  I  do  not  mean  to  say  la- 
borers, because  the  estinuite,  being  by  families,  in- 
cludes all  ages  and  sexes.  If  you  exdujd^  pastur- 
age from  the  agricultural  produce,  still  i^  exceeds 
the  whole  product  of  manufactures;  the  table 
does  not  furnish  us  with  the  number  engaged  in 
manufactures  abne,  but,,  if  we  allow  one  million 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  seven  'thousand  for  trade 


and  the  mechanical  arts,  which  seems  to  be  a  liberal 
one,  there  will  remain  as  many  in  manufactures  as 
in  agriculture.  With  aU  the  bo&st,  then,  of  English 
writers,  of  the  productiveness  of  manufactures,  here 
are  facts  stated  by.  themselves,  which  bear  illus- 
trious evideace  in  favor  of  agriculture.  I  come 
now,  sir,  to  the  causes  which  have  enabled  Great 
Britain  to  take  the  lead,  in  the  career  of  £ur6peaQ 
competition  for  wealth.  They  are  .po|iiioai,  re- 
ligious, and .  physical.  Certain  great,  events  in 
Europe,  4>ver  which  she  had  no  control,  tOmed 
greatly  to  her  advantage;  the  revocation  of  the 
Edict  of  Nantes  by  Louis  XIV.,  produced  by 
his«blind  intolerance,  drove  hundrc;^s  of  thousands 
of  nis  Protestant subjectaout  of  his  kingdom ;  the 
tyranny  and  oppression  of  Philip  II.  of  Spain, 
forced  multitudes  of  his  subjects  in  the  Netherlands 
'lo  quit  their  nativp  land  ;  the  exiles  from  both  these 
countries  took  refuge  in  Holland,  the  north  of 
Germany,  and  England— but  much  the  lai^est 
huinber  in  Englslnd;  they  carried  thither  with 
them,. besides  themselves,  much  active  industry, 
much  skill  in  th^  most  valuable  manufactures,  and 
much  capital ;  these  seeds  were  sown  in  the  .most 
favorable  soil  ia  Europe  to  their  growth,  and 
they,  accordingly,  soon  sprang  up  in  some  lux- 
uriance. PerpEiit  me  to  pause  here  a  moment,  and 
contrast  England  with  Spain  in  this  regard; 
England  gained  people,  manufacturing  skill,  and 
capital^  by  the  folly  and  ^wickedness  of  the  rulers 
of  foreign  nations ;  Spain,  on  the  contrarv,  having 
aU  these  advantages  in  her  own  bosom, -Ib^t  them 
by  her  own  folly  and  wickedness,  by  the  expulsion 
Of  the'Moors. 

Let  us  nofv  survev  the  English  C(^stitution 
and  Government.  She  at  an  early  period  estah- 
lished  the  reformed  xeJUgion,  the  advantages  of 
which  I  have  already  mentioned :  she  was  the 
only  country  ia  Europe  which  had  a  represen- 
^tive  bgdy,  therebv  elevating  the  people  to  a 
share  in  political  liberty. :  ^he'  led  the  way  in 
the  abolition  of  the  feudal  system ;  qa^  of  the 
most  rapacious  and  unprincipled  \Kings  that  she 
ever  had  even  contributed  to  -this,  by  an  act  of 
cunning,  or  left-handed  wisdom,  as  my  Lord  Ba- 
con would  call  it.  I  allude*  to  Henry  ¥IL,  who, 
by  opening  the  way  to  the  alienation  of  lands,  de- 
signed to  break  down  his  nobles',  without  seeing 
the  great  consequences  which  were  to  follow. 
)^poB  (he  abolition  of  the  feudal  system)  the  .third 
estate  of  the  realm  began  lo  acquire  property; 
this  stimulated  industry  of  every  kind  ;  a  spring 
was  jriven  to  commerce,  wl^icb,  as  early  as  the 
dhys  pf  Elizabeth,  we  are  told-  by  Lord  Boling- 
hrok^,  carried  the  English  pv^r  all  the  known, 
and  even  injio  the  till  then  unknowoj^  parts  of  the 
world-^to  the  Dwina,  the  Volga,  SLcrosst  thfr  Cas- 
pian sea,  into  Persia  to  the  coasts  of  Africa,  to 
the  East'Indies,  first  i>y  the  track  of  the  Venitians 
and  then  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  though  the 
same  author  tells  us  that  in  the  reifo  of  her  father 
Henry  VI U.,  th^  English  were  obliged  to  hire  or 
borrow  ships,  of  Hamburg,  Lubec,Daolzic,  and 
other  places.'  I  come  now  to  the  physical  capses, 
which  have  given  new  vigor  to  her  flight,  new 
pinions  to  her  wings.    The  whole  kingdom  of 
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Great  Briudn  is  an  ialaad.  and  ber  internal  Dari- 
gatioD  superior  to  that  of  any  country  of  equal 
extent  on  the  globe.    Her  ipsular  position  teems 
with  advantages.    Whilst  the  nations  of  the  con- 
tinent of  Kurope,  for  purposes  of  safety,,  were 
obliged  to  keep  up  standing  armies,  and  barriers 
of  fortified  towns,  which  have  been  happily  said 
to  be  like  armor  too  heary  tp  be  borne,  which 
wastes  the  strength  of  those  who  bear  them,^£ng« 
land  Was  protected  by  a  continued  maritime  fron- 
tier, which  cost  her  nothing  to  .defend  it  but  a 
navy.  Thus,  by  a  rare  fortuile,  her  position  invited 
and  impelled  her  by  a^  irresistible  destiny  to-  the 
pursuits  of  commerce;  and  whilst  in  quest  of 
conunereial  gain,  formed,  by  means  of  her  mer- 
cantile marine,  a  perfect  nurserv  of  seamen,  to 
man  that  ver)^  nary,  which  served  hef  in  lieu  of  a 
fortified  barrier,  not  only  with  less  expense/  but 
with  much  less  danger  to  the  Conatitutit^n,  than 
the  armies  and  barriers  of  the  continent.    The 
neople  of  England,  then,  being  emancipated  from 
feudal  bondage,  participating  bv  their  Kepresenta- 
fives  in  the  Constitution  and  Government,'secare 
in  their  perscStts  and  property,  having  their  minds 
freed  from  the  fetters  of  popbb  superstition,  a 
new,  and,  compared  with  the  rest  of  Europe,  an 
unexampled  degree  of  elfistieity  was  communi- 
cated to  the  spring  of  their  Industry  and  enter- 
prise.* Operated  upon  by  these  impelling  moral 
and  political  causes,  and  aided  by  the  gift  of  Nai- 
ture  with  all  the  local  i^nd  physical  advantages 
which  I  have  described,  K  is  not  surprising  that 
they  sboald^  a»  they  did,  engage  in  the  most  ex- 
tensive foreign  coipmerce,  and  acquire  the  largest 
mercantile  marine  in  the  world.    They  carried, 
their  colonies  to  the  four  quarters*  of  the  globe — 
to  BuBope)  Asia,  Africa;  and  Atnerica — some  for 
defence,  some  for  cpmmeroial  gain.    The  produc- 
tions of  many  of  these  colonies,  offering  new 
equivalents  for  the  productions  of  labor  at  h6me, 
cre^ed  new  stimulants ;  -these  new^roducts,  both 
of  the  parent  State  and  cok)nies,  enriched  her,  not 
only  by  themselves,  but  by  the  transportation  of 
them  respectively.    Thus,  sir,  it  was  the  rich  and 
extensive  foreign  commerce  of  Kaglapd,  produced 
by  the  causes  whi^  I  have  mentioned,  which 
contributed*  esatntially .  to  the   increase  of  her 
wealth.  .  '       • 

I^Mr.  Chairman,  we  look  into  the  page  of  his- 
tory, w^  shall  find  that  foreign  commi^rce  has 
been  a  fruitful  source  of  wealth,  in  'ancient  is 
well  as  modem  times.    Look  at  Sidon  and  Tyre; 
at  Venice,  Genoa,  and  Pis|i ;  at  Lubec,  Hambm-ff, 
and  the  other  Hanse  towns.    See  to  what  a  pitcn 
of  opulence  these  towns  were  each  carried  by  its 
aid.    liobk,  sir,  at  the  Northerp>  States  of  this 
l3nion.   It  opera^sas  a  cause  of  wealth,,  by  giving 
increased  prockictiveness  to  the  agricultural  and 
other  labor  of  the  country  which  possesses  it,  by 
means  of  the  boundless  'market  which  it  opfens 
for  its  surplus  pfoduce.    Wjiere  its  own  couatr]^, 
either  from  the  poverty  or  smallness  of  its  terri- 
tory, has  no  such  surplus  produce,  it  is  actively 
engaged  in  'effecting  an  exchange  of  the  pi'oduce 
of  foreign  countries,and  thus  reciprocally  impart- 
ing value  to  that  which  eaoh  wanted,  aiHl  which 


each  had  to  spare.  IVhen,  by  these  means,  capi* 
tal  is  accuinulated,  and  tbe  population  full,  then 
come  manufactures,  which,  as  they  cannot  exist 
without  capital,  necessarily  presuppose  its  previ- 
ous aecuinulation.  But  it,  in  the  tide  of  time, 
and  the  vicissitudes  of  human  affairs,  any  circum- 
stances turn  this  commerce  into  a  new  channel, 
the  capital  which  flowed  from  it,  takes  the  same 
direction,  and  the  manufactures,  which, depended 
for  their  existence  on  that  capital,  follow  in  its 
train,  and  associate  themselves  anew  with  it,  in 
its  new  habitation.  Accordingly,  Mr.  ChaiEmani 
in  the  Italian  .cities,  and  Hanse  towns^  whilst  tt^e 
capital  from  foreign  commerce*  remained  with 
them,  so  did  manufactures  y  but  since  its  departure, 
nothing  is  left  of  them  but  the  sad  memento  and 
melanoholy  remembrance  of  their  former  opulence 
and  grandeur  1  This  is  the  inevitable  couf^  of 
things,  and  you  might  as  well  attempt  to  arrest 
the  pro^ss  of  the  earth,  bV  the  stamp  of  the  foot, 
as  to  attempt 'to  alter  ii.  Nothing,  then;  remains, 
'after  these  sejourners  have  taken  their  flight,  bat 
the  solid  agricultural  yrealthof  the  cdUntry  which 
possesses  it.  ^  In  this  respect,  sir,  the  United  States 
.enjoy  a  felicitous. position  in  the  scale  of  nations ; 
possessed  of  a  territory  vast  in  extent  and  of  great 
fertility,  we  have  the  deep  foundations  of  our 
wealth  laid 'upon  the -fixed  and  permanent  basis  of 
a^ricokural  Ikbor :  posses^e^  of  an  extensive  for- 
eign coinmerce,  which  lays  open  the  world  to  as, 
as  a  market  for  the  surplus  produce  of  that  labor, 
and  stin^olates  its -productions  by  the  value  of  all 
the  diversified  commodities,  whether  of  comfort 
or  of  luxury,  which  it  offers  us  in  exchiin^e,  our 
lot  is  4>ast  in  pleasant  places,  and,  if  we  wait  with 
patience,  and  enjoy  the  blessings  which  we  have, 
time  and  circu Instances  will  raise  up  manufac- 
tures amongst  us,,  when  the  condition  of  the 
country  shall  require  it. 

A^d  let  it  not  be  supposed,  sir,  that,  without 
great  extension  of  manufactures,  we  shall  be  with- 
out wealth.  Compare  Great  Britain  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  rapidity  of  their  progress  in  pros- 
perity-7-in  this  comparison,  the  question  is,  which 
of  the  two  countries  has  improved  most  rapidly, 
in  proportion  t^its  capital  ?  For,  as  in  each  the 
whole  an)iual  j^roduce  (amounting,  in  Gieat Brit- 
ain and  Ireland,  te  X350,000,000  sterling)  is  used 
either  as  revenue  for  actual  consumption,  or  for 
the  purpose  of  increasing  the  productive  industry 
of  the  country  in  subsequent  years,  the  increase 
of  wealth  is  to  be  measured  by  the  proportion 
which  that  improvement  bears  to  the  capital  of 
the  country.  Has  Great  Britain  made  as  great 
relative  progress  as  the  Unit^  {States  ?  The  ques- 
tion is  answered,  conclusively,  in  our  favor,  by 
looking  at  the  unexampled  increase  of  our  popu- 
lation, by  their  coznforts  and  independence,  by  the 
continued  extension  of  our  settlements,  the  clear- 
ing of  new  lands;  the  consequent  enlargement  of 
the  area  of  cultivation,  and,  in  fine,  by  every 
circumstance  which  marks  the  rapid  growth  of  a 
country.  Go  back  forty  years,  and  tak^  the  ground 
which  each  then  occupied.  No  man  will  say  that 
we  have  not  moved  further  from  our  then  posi- 
tion than  she  has  from  hers. 
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I  do  not  mean  to  sa^,  sir,  that  mamifactares  do 
DOC  contribute  to  the  wealth  of  a  country,  thut 
they  do  not  contribute  to  the  weaith  of  England. 
My  proposition  is,  that,  though  they  are  thecaase, 
they  were  first  themselves  an  effect.  English  cap- 
ital was  first  accamniated  ;  that  gave  rise  to  man^ 
vfactures,  and  they,  in  their  turn*,  now  add  to  the 
public  wealth.  But  to  say  that  they  *were  the 
primary  cause  of  that  wealth,  would  be  as  im- 
proper as  if  a  Boston  merchant,  who  had  accu- 
mulated a  million  of  dollars  by  conftiieree,  and 
then  invested  it  in  Bmnii^factures,  from  which  he 
received  a  profit,  were  to  say  that  manufactures 
were  the  cause  of  his  wealth.  But,  in  whatever 
way,  or  to  whateven  extent,  manufactures  may 
have  contributed  to  the  wealth  of  England,  it  is 
not  by  protecting  duties,  as  has  been  contended, 
that  they  have  been  sustained  in- her  competition 
with  Europe:  Np.  sir,  the  causes  of  "her  manufac- 
turing {Prosperity  have  a  much  deeper  source  than 
these.  They  aTe  found,  besides  the  political  cir- 
cumstances before  stated,  in  her  inexhausHbfe 
fund  of  coal,  and  other  natural  advantages,  and 
the  no  less  important  acquired  advantages  ot  cap- 
ital and  machinery.  The  British  writers  thieia- 
selves  ascribe  their  success  to  these  causes ;  and 
the  Ministerial'  expose  of  the  British  resources, 
published  in  18^3,  distinctly  ascribes  it  to  their 
immense  superiority  in  capital  and  machinery, 
which  so  multiplies  human  industry,  says  the 
same  pamphlet,  as  to  reader  the  cost  of  labor,  as 
compared  with  the  produce,  almost  wholly  insig- 
nificant.    •  •        ^ 

{  refer  to  the  same  painphlet,  sif,  for  certain 
facts  which  conclusively  prove  to  n)e  the  ineffi* 
ciency  of  protecting  duties.  In  1823,  the  exports 
of  linen  from  Great  Britain  were  only  about 
£2j300,000i  of  woollen,  about  £6,000,000 ;  and 
of  cotton,  £20,000.  Now;  sir,  upon  the  coarse 
linens,  there  iis  an  actual- bounty  lipon  exportation. 
As  to  woollen,  it  has  received  a  large  share  of  the 
paternal  cafe  of  the  British  Parliament,  from  the 
rei^n  of  the  First  Edward  to  the  present  time — a 
period  of  upwards- of  500  yekrs.  It  has'be^  a 
perfect  legislative  bantling  in  point  of  protecting 
duties";  yet  cotton,  the  export-  of  which,  in  the 
year  1780,  ^lid  not  much  exceed  £2,000,000,  has 
now  grown  to  half  the  amo.unt  of  the  whole  ex- 
ports of  the  kingdom.  The  reason  is,  that,  from 
the  texture  of  cottdn,  it  is  emphatically  fitted  for 
machinerv,  and  hence  the  astonishing  increase  in 
its  manufacture. 

Let  us  now,  sir,  examine  the  manner  in  which 
wealth,  acquire4  by  manufdctares,  is  distributed.. 
Some  years  a^o,  the  persons  engaged  in  manufac- 
turing cotton  m  England,  were  estimated  at  800,- 
000.  Th^y  may  fairly  now,  frotn  the  extension, 
be  set  down,  at  least,  at  1,000,000.  It  would  be 
a  large  calculation  to  suppose,  that  50,000  of  that 
number  were  interested  in  the  capits^l ;  but  let 
the  profits  be  ev'ei*  so  great,  every  one  knows  that 
the  laborers  receive  only  wages,  and  that,  too, 
scarcely  enough  fbr  a  comfortable  maintenance. 
Of  consequence,  the  wh^le  profit  passes  into  the 
bands  of  the  capitalists.  Here,  then,  of  1,000,000 
of  persons,  50,000  receive  the  profits,  whatever 


they  are,  abd  950,000  tfio^ve  hothing'beypnd  mere 
maintenance.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  it  the  pol- 
icy of'  this  country  to  concentrate  wejalth  in  the 
hands  of  a  few,  or  to  give  it  the  utmost  possible 
diffusion  amongst  our  people  9  We  have  been 
told  that  we  ought  to  have  an*  American  policy. 
So  say  I,  sir.  This  system  suits  well  the  meridian 
of  Great  Britain.  It  do^s  *ndt  suit  ours.  The 
imhiense  bilrdens  of  that  ktogdonij  the  large  Ipans 
which  are  sometimes  necessary^  be  efiS^ct^,  make 
it  convenient  to  the  Britisli  4rovernmtnt  to  have 
its  wealth  in  the  hands  of  a  few  large*  capitalists. 
Th«y  are  convenient  subscribers  to  a  larpre  loan  for 
the  service  of  Governmen  t,  or  (br  a  subsidy.  With 
us,  the  principles  of  our  Govern  men  t^  the  whole 
fsame  of  our  polity,  require  us  not  to  -make  large 
masses  of  .wealth,  but  rathet  tb  ^reak  them  into 
smaller  pieces.  Great  ineqpality  ia  wtalth. would 
tend  to  warp>  our  institutions  from  their  natural 
coursd.  Sir^  the  structure  of  society  in  Great 
Britain  may  be  aptly  illi^strated  by  one  of  the 
stately  columns  wnich  support  the  dome  of  this 
magnificent  hall:  Its  base  j^  of  freestone*;  its  shaft, 
of  domestic  matble ;  its  capital,  of  fine  Italian. 
The  emblem  of  ours  is,  or  t)qght  to  be,  a  column, 
whose  base,  shaft,  and  capital,  are  of  the  same 
material.  F  repeat,  §it,  that  a  system,  tending  to 
produioe  greet  inequality,  psaysait  Gr^at  Britain; 
It  does  not  suit  us.  And,  after  all,  Mr:  Chairman, 
is  wealth,  though .  diesirable,  the  only  <great  desid- 
eratum in  Government,  especially  in  ours.  Car- 
thage, sir,  the  richest*  city  in  the  world,  in  her 
day,  wa^,  at  the  same,  time,  the  weakest ;  and,  in 
the  last  great  struggle  for  ^er  political  existence, 
she  relied,  for  her  defence,  upon  an  anoy  of  mer- 
cenary soldiers,  and  was  utterly  defeated  and  over- 
thrown by  her  poorer  neighbors,  the  Romans^ 
thus  executing  their  famous  denunciation,  Ddenda 
est  Cartkagoj,  Sirj  there  are  great  moral  and  poli- 
tical objections  to  the  premature'  encouragement 
of  manufactures. 

I  shall  not  attempt,  sir,  to 'take  the  lectofer's 
chair,  and  read  a  moral  homily,  to  the  Committee; 
I  shall  not  stop  to  speak  of  the  effects  of  laige 
manufacturing  estiblisbments,  upon  i  the  health, 
the  manners,  or  ihe  morals  pf  the  laborers ;  let  it 
be,  if  gentlemen  will  have  it,  that  continued  toil, 
throudi  (he  da^,  and  part  of  tb^  night,  the^  con- 
tinual smoke,  oil,  and  .lamps, 'of  these .  places,  do 
n\)t  affect  the  health;  let  it  be,  that. the  early 
'withdrawal  of  children  from  parents,  and  the  in- 
discriminate crowding  toge|hef  of  sexes  and  ages, 
do  not  affect  the  morals ;  let  all  this  be,  and  jet 
there '  is  an  objection  in  a  political  ISgnt,  which 
makes  me  adverse  to  this  policy.  In  England, 
sir,  if  wealth  can  be  accumulated,  if  the  Gov- 
ernment can  squeeze  taxes  enough  from  the  peo- 
Se,  to  save  it  from  .sinking  under  its  mountain 
ad  of  "debt,  if  the  privileged  orders  and  cap- 
italists can  be  kept  up,  it  matters  not,  that  hun- 
dreds of  thousand^  that  millions  of  the  people, 
are  doomed  to  exist,  not  live ;  ^to  be  Considered  as 
the  machines  which  belong  to  the  establishment; 
with  no  other  difference  than  this,-  that,  whilst 
other  machines  are  impelled  by  water,  or  fire,  they 
are  put  into  motioa  by  that  principle  of  anima- 
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tion  which  nature .  implanted  in  them. ,  In  this 
country,  sir,  we  not  want  animated  machines,  we 
do  not  want  plebs,  or  populace ;  we  want  men, 
we  want  people ;  w;e  want  citizens  who  obey  the 
laws,  not  tasK^masters ;  who  do  not  receive  their 
daily  bread  from  the  hand  of  another,  but  from 
their  own  voluntary  labor  upon  their  own  soil ; 
who  haye  some  stake  in  the  Government,  who 
feel  and  take  an  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  are 
ready  and  willing  to  defend  themselves  ^s  men 
and  citizens  in  their  rights  of  property,  and  civil 
and  political  liberty.     What  comparison,  «ir,  is 
there,  between  a  million  of  Englishmen  engao^erl 
in  cotton  factories  as  day  laborers,  and  a  million 
of  American  citizens  cqiltivating  theirown  soil. 
Look,  sir,  at  the  riot3  in  England  in  1808)  and 
1812,  when  whole  manufacturing  districts  were 
roused  into  acts  of  violence  from  .the  low  price  of 
labor  and  the  hi^h  prices  of  provisions.    A  sud- 
den check  to  demand  for  manufactures,  or  a  tem- 
porary scarcity  of  grain,  makes  wAges  an  insuffi- 
cient resource  fot'comfbrtable  maintenance.    Re- 
move them,  and  they  settle  down  quietly  to  their 
tasks.    Reflect  for  a  moment,  sir,  dn  the  scene  in 
1815,  when  the  corn  maximum 'iiwas  utder  con- 
sideration, when  Qiy  Lord  Ca5tlereagh,'iate  Lord 
Londonderrv,  caused  the  Parliament  house  to  be 
surrounded  by  armdd  soldiers^  to  keep  ofif^what  he 
was  pleased  to  call  a  mob ;  that  is  the  people,  who 
feared,  by  the  liigb  price  of  gram,  they  would 
starve  for  brehd«  ^In  this  country,  sir,  where  agri- 
culture predominates,  no  such  llifficulties  occur ; 
our  owd  people  eat  their  own  bread,  and  have 
some  to  spare  to  the  British  mai^ufacturer.    And 
let  us  not  be  aoeasy,  sir,  that  we  have  toe  much 
breadstuff;  we  can  always  dispose  of  it  at  some 
price;  and  if  it  be  npw  low^  it  is  owin^  to  the 
stale  of  the  world ;  sp  are  manufactures  m,Eng- 
land  low ;  indeed  it  seems  they  are  too  low  ^  for 
our  manufacturers-  tell  us'  ihey  are  so  much  so 
that  they  shall  be  ruined  if  brought  into  competi- 
tion with  theirs.    L^t  me  add,  sir,  for  the  coqi- 
fort  of  our  agriculturists,  that  some  surplus  of 
grain  on  hand  is  a  national  blessins ;  they  serve 
the  purposes  which  public  granaries  did  in  ancient 
times  to  supply  deficient  years ;  the  very  year,  sir^ 
after  the  English  farmers  called  for  ji  mazilnum 
on  com,  (rom  their  suppqsed  abundance,  the  year 
1816,  such  wa»  the  scarcity  that  it  fose  to  £6  ster-' 
ling  the  quarter  of  eight  bushels;  even  in  this 
Und  of  plenty,  Indian  corn  sold  at  $10  per  barrel, 
and  flour  at  near  $15. .  A  continual  surplus,  then, 
I  repeat,  is  a  public  blessing^ 

But  it  is  said  that  the  late  war  and  the  double 
duties  gave  an  encouragement,  which  caused  in- 
fant manufactures  to  spring  up,  and  that  they 
ought  to  be  sustained  by  Government  till  they 
become atrongenoUjgh  to  withstand  foreign  com- 
petition. No  doubt,  sir,  that,  since  the  peace,  the 
maQ(]kfactureiB  have  suflered  great  reduction  in 
their  prices ;  but  in  this  they  participate  in  com- 
mon with  every  class  of  their  fellow-citizens,  nay, 
sir,  with  every  part  of  Europe.  Mr.  Lowe  esti- 
mates the  faU  in  agricultural  prpduce  at  60  per 
ceat.,  and  in  that  of  manufactures  at  from  40  to 
50  per  cent,    ^he  same  cause  operated  in  Europe 


and  America;  from  1792  till  1814,  except  the 
feverish  truce  which  foUo^^d  the  peace  of  Amiens, 
all  civilized  Europe  almost  was  in  arms:  half  a 
million  of  men  on  the  side  of  France,  about  the 
same  numl^er  on  the  side  of  the  allies ;  this  created 
an  immense  demand  for  ordnance,  munitions  of 
war,  clothing,  subsistence ;  this  detnand  gave  new 
stimulus  to  theif  production,  and  enhanced  the 
prices  to  an  enormous  extent ;  (ipon  the  peace  of 
181^,  this  demand  wa^  greatly  diminished,  and 
consequently  the  prices  of  every  article  fell  to  a 
peace  rate.  '  The  langUQr  which  followed,  cor- 
responded to  the  preceding  excitement.  Let  me 
Sre^^nt  to  ttie  Committee  the  description  which 
Ir.  Lowe  gives  of  the  prominent  coaracteristic 
of  the  national  embarrassment  of  England'since 
the  p^ce  of  1814.  T  use  his  awn  words:  *^A 
^  dehciencv  of  employment  among  part  of  the 

*  lower  orders,  and  distress,  from  insufficiency  of 
'<  wages,  at  those  .intervals,  when  provisions  were 
'  high  priced.  In  the  middle  classes,  whether 
<  merchants,  manufacturers,  9r  agnculturists,  the 
^  general  ground  of  complaint  has  been  an  inad- 

*  equacy  of  profit,  a  disproportion  of  prices  to  the 
'  cost  of  production.  The  principal  cause  of  these 
'  and  other  difficulties,  was,  doubtless,  as  explained 
'  in  the  preceding  chapter,  the  magnitude  of  the 
'  transition,  the  suspension  of  Government  expen- 
'  diture,  and  the  consequent  overstock  of  hands." 
He  then  considers  the  evil  as  aggravated  by  the 
public  burdens,  and  the  expense  of  Hving  being 
higher  tnan  amone  their  neighbor*. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  European  war,  we 
were  drawn  into  its  d^vourin^;  vortex  with  one 
of  the  belligerents;  the  same  extravagant  enhance- 
me»t  of  price  ooqurred  here  for  every  article  re- 
quired^ for  the  publie  service  or  individual  con- 
sumplion ;  upon  the  return  of  peace  here,  as  in 
Europe,,  every  thing  returned  to  its  natural  peace 
price.  The  same  state  of  things,  however,  per- 
vaded the  whole  society ;  the  ship  owner,  the  mer- 
chant, the  farmer,  all  shared  the  same  fate.  I 
regret  that  war  prices  ajlured  too  many  persons 
to  embark,  in  raanufactviring  projects;  even  in 
Massachusetts  alojie  I  learn  tha^  eighty-five  man- 
ufacturing con^panies  were  incorporated  in  four 
years. '  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  show  that  the 
manufacturers  have  no  cause  of  complaint  agaiqst 
the  Government ;  on  the  contrary,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment has  acted  with  great  liberality  to  them ; 
until  the  year  1812,  t^ere  was  no  duty,  except  on 
carriages  and  their  parts,  higher  than  12|  per 
cent.;  by  the  act  of  1812,  the  perinanent  duties 
were  doubled,  ^hds  raising  them  from  12^  to  25 
per  cenh  j^  there  was  a  duty  of  2^  per  cent.,  called 
the  Mediterranean  V  fund,  laid  in  1804,  and  coa 
tinned  by  successive  acts  to  -1815,  when  it  ex- 
pired, but  it  was  no  part  of  the  permanent  dutv  ; 
the  act  of  1812,  which  doubled  the  duties,  de- 
clared, that  it  should  continue  in  force  for  one 
year  after  the  peage,  and  no  longer;  her^  then 
watf  fair  warning  to  all  who  engaged  in  manu- 
factures ;  they  were  purchasers  with  notice. 

In  1816,  however,  the  manufacturers  repre- 
sented, that  the  transition  from  war  to'  peace, 
made  it  necessary  to  give  them  a  temporary  con- 
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tinaaDce  of  protection ;  aecordiDgly,  by  the  act  of 
that  year,  we  cootinued  the  25  per  cent.,  the  war 
duties  on  cotton  and  woollen  for  thr^  years,  and 
then,  declared  it  should  be  reduced  to  20rper  cent;.; 
before  the  lapse  of  those  three  years  we  again 
continued  the  25  per  cent,  on  cottons  and  woollens 
to  1826,  and  now  we  are  asked  for  further  protec- 
tion. This  state  of  facts^  and  history  of  legisla- 
tion, will  certainly  ^icquit  us  of  anV  charge  of 
wiint-of  liberality  as  to  the  sreat  articles  of  cotton 
and  woollen.  Let  us  now  take  the  case  of  iron.  In 
1816  that  article  was  subjected  to  a  duty  of  90 
per  ton ;  it  was  raised,  in  1818,  to  $15.  I  |$nd  by 
the  document  from  the  Treasury,  by  dividing  the 
whole  value  df  fron  imported  by  the  num^r  of 
tons,  the  price  per  ton  is  855  and  a  fraction.  Now, 
it  will  be  found 'that  $15  per  ton  is  more  than  25 
per  cent,  ad  vlilorem.  This  was  ^the  war  duty, 
excluding  the  Mediterranean  duty  of  2^  per  cent. 
But,  if  we  takejthe  prke  of  iron  in  the  interior  of 
Sweden,  where  it  is  made,  it  is  not  more  than  $40 
or  $45  per  ton ;  here  it  sells  at  least  for  $80 ;  and 
as  the  manufacturer  here  gets  the  whole  benefit  of 
the  difference  between  tl}e.  price  to  the  tnanufac- 
turer  in  Sweden  and  the  market*  price  here,  his 
advantage  is  equal  to  between  90  and  100  per 
cent.  The  case  of  hemp  is  as  favorable  to  our 
growers ;  but  I  forbear  to  ^o  further  into  particular 
articles.  It  may  be  said,  m  general,  that  th^  pres-* 
ent  duties  equal  the  war  duties.  Let  us  now,  sir, 
institute  a  comparison  between  the  relative  ad- 
vantages of  Gfeat  Britain  and  the  United  ^Slates 
in  manufacturing.  The  first  thin?  is  fuel,  of 
which  they  boast  triumphantly;,  in  that  article  we 
are  equal  to  any  nation  on  the  earth ;.  anr  forests 
gfroaning  with  wood,  and  the  bowels  of  the  earth 
teeming  with  coal.  The  next  is  the  raw-material. 
'As  to  cotton,  of  which  half  their  exports  rs  coin- 
posed^as  appears  from  their  ministerial  pamphlet, 
we  raise  it,  they  do  not;  here,  therefore^  we  have 
the  advantage.  As  to  provisions,  we  have  an  im- 
mense advantaf;e.  As  to  the  relative  ti^xes  of  the 
two  countries,  It  is  "known  that  theirs  greatly  ex-' 
ceed  ours,  and  here,  also,  we  have  the  advantage. 
As  to  wages  of  labor,  it  is  said  that  ours  g^reatly 
^  exceed  theirs ;  but,  in  the  first  place,  I  would  re- 
maHc  that,  if  it  be  true,  as  has  been  said,  that 
machinery  multiplies  the  physical  force  of  a  cottn*« 
try  twelve  times,  then  it  follows  that  eleven- 
twelfths  of  thii)  disadvantage  are  obviated.  But 
another  strong  argument  strises  from  the  nature  of 
wages ;  every  pursuit  to  bis  cot^tinued  must  yield 
about  the  average  rate  of  profit  in  the^  country 
after  paying  all  expenses;  now  wa^es  are  a  part 
of  those  expenses ;  when,  therefore,  it  is^said  that 
mannfactures  xninnot  pay  the  rate  of  wages  that 
•  other  pursuits  4o^  it  shows  that  those  others  are 
more  beneficial ;  besides,  high  wages,  if  the  busi- 
ness yet  ^oes  on,  is  the  best  sign  of  Ihe  prosperity 
of  the  country ;  they  are  p&id  to  the  laboring  class 
.  of  the  commudity,  who  are  always  a  majoritv ;  it 
shows,  therefore,  that  that  class  is  in  a  comiopta- 
ble  cotadition.  The  last  point  of  comparison  is 
capital ;  now  I  know  the  positive  amount  of  Brit- 
ish capital  greatly  exceeds  ours^  but  its  relative 
amount  do^s  not  much  exceed  ours ;  by  selative 


amount,  I  mean  the  proportion  "which  the  capital 
bear9  to  the  transactions  to  be  negotiated  by  it ; 
thus,  one  man  may  have  a  capital  of  a  militon, 
and  another  only  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  the  one 
being  a  wholesale  merchant  and  importer,  and  the 
other  a  small  country  dealer,  the  latter  may  have 
as  much  relatrve  capital  as  the  former. 

Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  amount  of 
capital  required  to  negotiate  the  transactions  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  the  following  table 
given  by  Lowe,  of  their  national  expenditure,  or 
consumption  for  1823 : 

Expended  on  the  j^oduce  oP  the  soil  for  the  food 
of  man,  or  for  purposes  of  manu- 
facture       -       -        -    '  -       -£120,000,000 

On  the  produce  of  the  mines  -       *-      10,000^000 

On  manufactures  for  home  consump- 
tion    -       -        -   •    -*      -        -  .   70,000,000 

On  houses  built  or  repaired,  on  fur- 
niture, and  on  improvement  of 
land,  or  whatever  is  termed  in  1ft w 
.real  property        ...        -      30,000,000 

On  all  goods  imported,  whether  for 
consumption,. such  as  tea,  sugar, 
coffe^,  or  Icr  maiiufacture,  as  wool, 
hemp,  iron  -        .        1        .      70,000,000 

On  allcommodities  or  products  not 
'Comprised  in  the  preceding  -        -      50,000.000 

£350,000,000 


The  best  way  to  ascertain-the  relative  amount, 
is  the  interest  of  money ^.  that  is,  the  price  paid 
for  the  use  of  money ;  i^nd  the  .price  ot  that,  like 
every  other  cominodity,  depends  on  the  proportion 
between  the  effective  demand  and  supply.  €bv- 
ernment  in  Ei4igland  can  oonmiand  money  at  four 
per  cent.,  we  at  five. ,  This  then  shows  the  differ- 
ence in  the  relative  demai^d.  I  hare  not  men- 
tioned machinerv,  because  he  who  has  capital  can 
command  it.  These  are  the  comparative  advan- 
tages and  disadvantages  of  the  two  countries  in 
manofacturing  facilities,  Bdt  Mat  manufacturer 
of  cotton  and  wool,  for  example,  besides  the  min- 
imum on  coarse  cottons,'^has  twenty-five  per  cent 
duty,  estimated  upon  the  original  cost,  with,  the 
addition  of  ten  per  cent,  to  that  cost^-thos  mak- 
ing the  duty  twenty-seven  and  a  half  percent., 
then  the  amount  of  freight.  Mr^  Hamilton,  thirty 
years  aeo,  estimated  it  at  from  fifteen  to  thirty  per 
cent.  As,  however,  freight 'has  fallen,  I  will  state 
it  at  ten  per  cent,  although  upon* articles  sthose 
bulk  is  large,  compared  ivith  their  value,  it  may 
more  than  double  it^  Then  there  are  incidental 
charges  of  commission,  insurance,  &c., -making 
the.  a^regate  of  advantage  to  our  manufaclbres 
from  forty  to  forty-five  per  cent.  If  with  these 
extra  advantages  added  to- our  natural  ones  he 
'cannot  sustain  the  competition,  I  must  tell  him 
that  I  cannot  go  further-^I  cannot  agree  to.  give 
more  for  a  yard  Of  cloth  than  forty-five  per  cent, 
advance  beyond  what  the  foreigner  makes  it  for. 
Upon  what  ground  does  he  ask  it?  Has  he  skill, 
capital, -and  machinery? — he  d6es  not  need  it. 
Has  he  capital? — he  does  not  need  it;  for  ciipital 
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will  command  the  others.    If  be  htf  re  not  caf^tal, 
we  cannot  advance  it  to  him. 

Sir,  it  has  Seen  often  urged,  that  all  the  other 
branches  of  indmtry  in  the  country  have  been  ]^o-» 
cocted;  that  commerce,  navigation,  and  agricui* 
tare,  have  ail  received  aid  from  Government ;  and' 
that  justice  therefore  requires  that  manufactures 
should  also  receive  their  proportionate  share.    Let 
as  for  a  moment  investigate  this  subject    I  think, 
sir,  it  will  result  in  the  proof  that  manufacUires 
have  received  more  aid' laom. that  «ource  than  the 
three  other  great  interests  united.    I  have  made 
an  estimate  upon  this  subject,  the  principles  of 
which  I  will  first  explain  before  I  present  jt.    The 
whole  net  revenoe  for  the  year.  1823  was  $20,- 
500,000.    Of  this  sum,  the  duties  on  wines,  mo- 
lasses, teas,  and  cofiee,  and  certain  miseellaneoiis 
asticles,  not  coming  into  competition  with  aAiy 
interest,  and  not  benefiting  anv,  I  have  deducted — 
leavioga  balance  of  $15,900,9^.  I  have  then  taken 
what  seemed  to  benefit  apiculture — viz:  duties 
on  spirits,  on  sugar,  deducting  drawback ;  on  mis- 
cellaneoijfs  articles;  to  this  I  have  added  half  the 
amonnt  of  discriminating  duty  on  all  our  ton- 
nage engaged  in  foreign  vessels,  and  half  the  esti- 
mated profit  of  all  our  coasting  trade,  estimating  it  at 
six  per  cent^  upon  the  whole  cost  of^the  tonnage. 
I  have  added  the  6ztra  duty  on  merchandise  in 
foreign  vessels,  and  the  fishing  bounties ;  and  the 
aggregate  beinff  96,166,604,  being  deducted  from 
the  amount  of  revenue  of  Q16,900,046,  leaves 
$9,734,342  of  duties,  operhting  in  aid  of  our.  man- 
ufactures.   Qentlemen  themselves  hav.e  said  itis 
no  mattfr  for  what  purpose  the  dotie$.were  laid-; 
the  question'  19,  what  is  t^eir  prractical  effect  1    I 
have  not  included '  in  this  estimate  the-  duty  on 
cotton,  because  it  siutams  the  competition  in  the 
foreign  market,  and  therefore  derives  no  aid  from 
duty.  .  Bot  the  Committee  will  perceive  that  the 
amoant  of  duties  favorable  to  manufactures,  upon 
this  estimate,  exceeds, the  aggregate  of  those  favor- 
able to  all  the  other  interest^  by- 93,567,698— a 
sam  more  than  three-four-thsoi  what  would  be  the 
whole  amount  of  duty  upon  alhthe  cotton  export- 
ed from  the  United  States,. supposing  it  to  be 
500,000  bales,  and  supposing  that  an  equal  amount, 
bat  for  the  duty^  would  be  imported^>i*-a  supposi- 
tion utterly  out  of  the  question.    The  mdch  talked- 
of  benefit  to  the '  tobaeco  planter,  by  the  duty  on 
snaff  and  tobacco,  rests  on  the  same  ground  with 
cottoD— it  sustains  tb$  foreign  competition.    But 
let  us  suppose  that  some  worthy  ol  noticd  might 
be  imported,  then  the  excess  which  I  have  betore 
staled  will  fully  meet  every  possible  caienlation  as 
to  cotton,  tobacco,  and  snuff;  and  thus  the  man- 
ufacturing interest  deceives  as  mnch  protection  as 
all  the  others.    I -have  formed  the  estihiate  as  to 
our  tonnage  duty  and  coasting  trade,  upon  the  pos- 
sibility that,  without  theliid  which  they  received, 
foreigners  might  have  come  in  for  one-half.    It 
will  at  once  occur  to  the  Committee,  that  is  much 
too  large  a  supppsiiioto.    In  our  own  tra^e,  and 
particuiaWy  our  coasting  trade,  the  advantages 
which  our  citizens  would  have,  together  with  that 
hardy  spirit  of  enterprise  which  braves  every  danger, 
traverses  every  sea,  and  encounters  every  difficulty, 


would  have  enabled  them  always  to  have  monop- 
olized three-fourths  of  this  advantage  without  the 
aid  of  Government. 

Sir,  there  is  one  fact  on  this  subject,  which  is 
decisive  of  our  superiority  in  the  competition. 
The  discriminating  duty  in  favor  of  American 
vessels  is  now  abolished  by  treaties  with  England 
and  France,*  and  other  foreign  nations  with 
which  we  have  most  commerce,  and  yet  the  docu- 
ment fiom  the  Treasury  shows  us  that  o(  9894,739 
tons  of  tonnage  which  entered  our  ports  during 
,the  last  year,  775,271  were  American,  and  119,468 
only  were  foreign.  I  have  not  included  the  duty 
on  molasses  in  this  estimate,  amonnring  to  $617,- 
866,  amongst  the  items  favorable  to  agriculture, 
because  I  nelieve  that  our  domestic  molasses  is 
almost  all  consumed  as  an  article  of  food,  and 
that  it  is,  in  a  very,  small  degree,  if 'any,  the  sub- 
ject of  sale.  I  have,  however,  included  in  my 
estimate  two  items,  which  since  the  late  arrad^- 
ments  with  foreign  nations,  ought  not  to*  be  in- 
cluded ;  I  me^n  tl^snm  of  $523,663,  the  supposed 
advantage  %d  our  tonnage,  by  the  former  discrimi- 
nating duty,  now  abblbhe^  with  all  nations  with 
which  we  have  a  commerce  in  any  degree  >con- 
siderable,  and  also  ^e  amount  of  extra  duty  on 
foreign  mercl^andise.  With  these  reofarks,  I  sub- 
mit the  statement. 

Total  net  revenue  of  1823       -        -.  $20,500,000 

Deduct  duties  on  articles  not  aid- 
ing manufactures,  or  other  interest, 
viz  *  '  * 

Wiiies  ....  $747,996 
Molasses  •-  -  -  617,868 
Teas  -  -  -  -  1,676,250 
Coffee  -  -  -  •  -;  714,150 
Miscellaneous  articles    - '     842,790 

•     $4,599,054 


Duties  favoring  agriculture,  navi- 
gation, dbc,  viz : 
One-half  of  744,764  tons, 
in  foreign   trade,    the 
.  discriminating  duty    -    $523,663 
Benefit  of  coasting  trade, 
•  one-half  at  6  per  cent. 

on  cost       -       -       -       875,670 
Extra  duty  on  merchan- 
dise in  foreign  "vessels  -        33,690 
Fishing  bounties    -        •    '  161,400 
On  spirits      -        •    *   r    2,040,413 


$15,900,946 


•< 


««<  I  find' the  discriminaiing  duties  are  abolished,  as 
between  the  United  States  and  the  following  coun* 
tries,  v\z :  The  British  dominiotiS'in  Europe,  Sweden, 
the  JSuropesn  poseessions  of  the  Netherlands,  Prussia, 
HaDoburg,  Bremen,  Lubec,  and  the  Dokedom  of  Ol- 
denburg. As  it  respects  France,  discriminating  du- 
ties are  abolished  on  goods  imported  for  transit,  or 
re^ezportstfon,  and  profisipn  is  made  in  certain  events 
for  the  progressive  abolition  of  the  discriminating  daty 
on  imports;  and,  in  the  meantime,  it  is  declared, 
that  neither  the  discriininating  duties  on  imports  or 
tonnage  shall  exceed  a  given  and  very  moderate 
earn." 
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Sugar,  deduct! Dg.  draw- 
back -        -        -        - 
Miscellaneous  articles    - 


1,931,768 
600,000 


96,166,604 


Balance  favorable  to. manufactures  -    $9,734,342 

Sir,  I  should  have  been  glad  to  have  made  a 
.  comparison  between  the  relative  profits  of  manu-' 
Pictures  aad  other  pursuits,  if  I  could  have  com- 
Tmanded  Che  data.  One  of  my  objections,  to  tjhis 
bill,  however,  has  been  alreadv  stated  to  be,  that 
we  cannot  procure  the  necessary  inforpaatioa  on 
.  this  subject  to  arrive  at  any  precise  result ;  yet, 
.  there  are  some  fajcts,  which  I  beg  leave  t4  state,  as' 
showing  the  probable  profits  of  manufactures  in 
general,  and  the  certain  prosperity  of  some.^  Thct' 
annual  Treasury  repopt  ^hows,  that  in  1823,  tve 
imported,  of  foreign  articles,  $5,755,109  less  than 
in  1822;  and  that,  in  the 'same  year,  we  exported, 
df  foreign  articles,  $5,244,267  more  than  in  the 
preceding  year.  Adding  to^e.ther  these  suoM^it 
appears  that  there  ^asa  diminution  pf  consump- 
tion of  foreign  articles  in  1823,  compared  with  the 
-preeeding  year,  of  about  $11,000,000.  Now.  sir, 
this  additional!  sum  must  have  been  supplied  from 
.our  own  manufactures,  more  in  1823  than  in  1822, 
unless  we  could  suppose,  what  is  altogether  im- 
probable, that,  as  our  population  increased,  our 
consumption  decreased.  '  Supposing  the  consump- 
tion only  to  have  remained  the  same,  the  same 
conclusion  results  from  this  fact.  Again :  previ- 
ously to  the  year  1820,  there  was  actually  invested, 
as  ap{)ears  from  the  commercial  digest,  in  manu- 
factuKing  stock,  a  capital  of  upwards  of  $46,000,- 
000 ;  that,  since  1820,  edmpanies  have  been  incor- 
porated in  four  of  the  Nor^nern  States  only,  with 
an  aggregate  capital  of  about  $15,000,000,  abodt 
one-third  of  all  the^previous  investments.  Unless, 
air,  we  suppose  the  capitalists  totally  to  have  lost 
sight,  of  that  sagacity  for  which  they  are  distin- 
guished, which  enables  them  to  see  what  invest^ 
ment  of  capital  is  profitable,  this  fact  afibrds 
strong  presumptive  proof  of  the  increasing  pros- 
perity of  manufactures.  Sir,  I  am  informed,  from 
good  authoritv,  that  an  iron  factory,  in  the  State 
of  New  Yorfc,  has,  for  a  series  of  years  pa^t, 
netted  20  per  cent.,  though  it  transports  its  ore  12 
miles,  is  18  miles  from  .water  carriage,  and  145 
miles  fVoifl  the  city  or  New  York.  As  to  this 
item,  let  me  say,  that  the  ministerial  pamphlet,- 
before  quoted,  statee  the  dfi;rcase  in  prijce  oi  iron 
in'England  to  be  undoubtedly  great,  and  assigns 
this  strong  reason,  that  the  sword  is  succeeded  by 
the  ploughshare.  1  have  furthet  been  informea, 
air,  that  there  are  two  manufacturing  establish- 
ments in  Massacliusetts,  which  make  a  profit  of 
25  per  cent. ;  that  certain -capital  invested  in  man- 
ufactures is  at  from  40  to  60  per  cent,  beyond  par; 
and  that,  within  the  last  ninety  days,  mercantile 
capital  has  been  invested  in  manufacuirinff  stock 
at  40  per  cent,  beyond  par.  Sir,  ^hat  is  there  to 
compare  wit^h  this  in  any  other  department  of  na- 
tional industry  ?  If  it  be  said  that  these  are  a  few 
well  established  manufactories  with  large  capital, 
what  is  the  import  of  that  argument  n  it  be  not 


this ;  not  that  foreign  competition  is  the  most  ««« 
rious  evil,  but  that  our  smaller  capitalists  call  on 
us  to  sustain  them  against  the  larger  ones — against 
the  domestic  competition.  The  irresistible  conclo- 
sion  which  follows,  is,  that  the  fault  is  not  in  the 
pursuit^  but  in  the  pursuer ;  that  there  is  a  want 
of  capital,  or  skill,  or  machinery,  or  economy,  or 
of  somethrng,  which  it  is  his  duty,  not  ours,  to 
upply. 

•  Mr.  Chairman :  When  we  argue  upon  the  im- 
'propriety  of  commencing  a  system  upon  the  au- 
thority^'of  the  British  example,  at  a  period  xirhea 
t)ie  ministers  and  statesmen  nave  become  con- 
vinced by  experience  of  its  impolicy,  we  are  met 
with  the  declaration  that  whibt  this  is  their  theory, 
they^do  not  carry  it  into  prfictice.  Let  us  first  see 
the  principle  now'  openly  avowed  to  the  world  by 
the  British  ministry,  in  ,tbe  pamphlet  already 
Quoted.  I  give  it  to  you  in  their  own  words: 
"A^in. and  again  let  it  be  repeated,- that  they  (the 
'  piinisters)  are  thoroughly  impressed  with  the 
'  truth  of  the  principle,  that  freedom  of  trade  is 
'alike  advantageous  to^  (he  best  interests  of  the 
'  country,  and  to^the  solid  profit  of  the  merchants, 
'  manqfacturers,  and  growers."  And.  sir,  let  me 
inquire,  are  gentlemen  correct  when  tkey  assume 
the  fact  that  this  theory  has  not  been  carried  into 
practice?  I  answer,  no,  sir.  Within  a  few 
years,  G^eat  Britain,  after  successively  relaxing 
the  rigor  of  her  double  cololiial  monopoly  in  her 
West  India'  islands,  has  exteorded  the  system  of 
free  ports  to  almost  all  those  islands ;  rand  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  now  enabled>toimport  that  colonial 
produce  in  theii^  own'ships,  instead  of  reiseivingit 
imported  ita* British  ships  only.  She  has  admitted 
us  to.  a  direct  trade  in  her  ports  in  the  East  ladies, 
so  as  to  excite  the  qlamor  oC  her  merchants,  that 
we  should  rob  them  of  their  India  as  well  as  China 
tradei;  she  has,  by  treaty  stipulation,  abolished  all 
discriori  natron 'between  American  and  British  im- 
posts and  tonnage;  and,  finally,  she  has  knocked 
off  as  many  shackles  from  the  iQonopoly  of  ihe 
East  India  tibmpany,  as,  under  (he  circumstanees, 
•ministers  felt  that  they  could  venture  upon.  The 
ministers  admit  th^t,  if  the  ground  were  clear  be* 
fore  them^ia  frefe  would  be  preferable  to  a  restricted 
market ;  but  tuey  say,  that,  whethetr  it  be  called 
a. system  of  error  or  abufte,  it  has  grown  up  under 
less  enlightened  times.  On  account  of.the  capitals 
that  have. become  fixed)  and  the  interests  that  are 
embarked,  the  question  is  fiot  what  is  absolutely 
best,  but  what  is  so,  under  existing  clh^umstancet. 
.  Thus,  sir,  we  fiAd,  that  this  theory  has,  in  import- 
ant respeicts,  been  carried  into  practice ;  and  that 
the  only  ground  upon  which  ministers  stop  short 
ia  correcting  acknowledged  error  and  abuse,  is  one 
beautifully  and  forcibly  expressfd  in  the  Philadel- 
phia memorial }  That  the  fetters  have  sunk  so 
deep  they  cannot  be  suddenly  removed  witfaoat 
tearing  away  a  part  of  the  flesh  with  them.  The 
British  example  then,  sir,  should  be  to  us  a  beacon, 
to  "Warn  us  of  the  rocks  and  shoals  which  lie  in 
the  way  K>f  this  |x>licy.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have 
endeavored  to  maiatain  these  propositions:  that 
the  state  of  the  Treasury  does  not  require  an  io- 
crease  of  revenue ;  that  if  it  did,  t^  bill  would 
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not  effect  it ;  that  it  is  improper  in  as  to  exercise 

a  power  given  for  one  object,  so  as  to  attempt  to 

effect  another  ;  that  the  operation  of  this  bill  would 

be,  by  legislative  coercion,  to  increase  the  profits 

of  capital  in  some  parts  of  the  country  to  the  et- 

elosion  of  others ;  that  it  wovid  produce  ^on^  of 

the  advantages  which  its  friends  contend  for,  hut 

contrary  and  injurious  effects ;  that  manufacturers 

have  a  fuH  share  of,  the  national  protection  -and 

prosperity,  and  that,  therefore,  we  ought  not  to  add 

to  it;  that  the  example  of  Great  Britain,  which 

we  are  invited  to  imitate,  is  fading  away  in  the 

broad  light  of  experience.    If  I  have  succeeded  in- 

proving  these  positions,  (hen,. surely,  the  bill  ought 

not  to  pass; 'but  if  it  inust  pass,  it  like  the  meek 

and  patient  animal  which  is  annually  shorn  of  its 

fleece  for  the  use  of  man,  we  ;nust  suffer,  then. 

whilst  the  people  will  submit  to  the  laws  passed 

by  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  country,  they 

will  feel  that  spirit  of  discontent  which  arises 

from  a  belief  \hat  |his  law  is  not  supported  either 

upon  princif^es  of  justice  or  sound  policy. 

When  Mr.  B.  bad  concluded,  the  Conrmittee 
rose,  and  the  House  adjourned.  ^ 


the  contingent  expenses  of  the  com^mission,"  and 
insert  $4,500' in  lieu  thereof,  for  that  purpose. 
The  Senate  further  propose  to  amend  this  clause 


SIturday,  March  27. 

Edwaro  F.  Tattnall,  a  Representative  from 
the  State  of  Georgia,  appeared,  ^as  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat.  • 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  *Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  the 
House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Codimittee  of 
the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  sev- 
eral amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "making  appropriations  for ' the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1824." 

The  first  amendment  proposed  to  add  9700* to 
the  amoant  appropriated  for  **  stationery,  fuel^nd 
other  contingent  expenses  of  Congress."  This 
amendment  wa^  agr^6d  to. 

The  second  amendmeot  propose  to  reduce  the 
amount  appropriated* "  for  surveys  of  public  lands,^' 
from  9100,000  to  $75,000.  '  This  amendment  was 
explained  and  advocated  by  Mr.'McLAifE,  and 
was  concurred  in. 

The  next  amendment  increases  the  sum  appro- 
priated "for  improving  the  Capitol  square,  iind 
painting  the  railing  round  the  same,"  from  91^250 
to  $2,000.  Mr.  CosHMABT  stated  the  reasons  which 
led  to  this  increase.  The  amendnnent  was  con- 
cuired  in. 

The  Senate  proposes  to  ioser^in  the  bill  i^ 
clause,  as  follows :  '<  For  graduating  and  levelling 
the  grounds  round  the  President's  House,  1^2,000." 
Some  remarks  were  made  upon  this  item,  by 
Messrs.  Miuler  and  Cdshmaiv  ;  i(nd;  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Forsyth,  who  stated  that  he  wish- 
ed to  obtain  further  information  on  the  subject,  it 
was  passed  over  for  the  present. 

It  IS  also  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
oat  the  sum  of  813,000,  which  was  appropriated 
** for  the  salaries  of  the  commissioner  and  arbi- 
trator under  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
tad  for  half  the  salary  of  their  secretary,  and  half 


prdvision  ]s  to  oe  made  lor  a  pui 
agent,  in  connexion  with  this  commission. 

Mr.  IMcLane  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
''  agent"  from  this  amendment ;  and,  consequently^ 
to  reduce  the  proposed  Appropriation  from*  $4,500 
to  $2,500,  m  advocated  the  amendment  he  pro- 
posed at  considerable  length,  and  went  into  an 
examination  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty  under  which 
the  commission  was  instituted,  and  the  nature  of 
the  claims  Exhibited  before  it,  to  show  that  this 
agent  was  neither  necessarv  to  the  interest  of.  the 
(^vernment,  nor  of  the  individual  claimants. 

Mr.  Warfielo  was  opposed  to  the  amendment 
[nroposed  by  the'  gentleman  from  Delaware.  He 
alluded  to  the  various  instances,  from  the  estab* 
lishment  of  the  Government  down  to  the  present 
day,  in  which  similar  powers,  in  the  appointment 
of  agents,  though  not  expressly  provided  for  by  the- 
terms'of  the  treaties,  had  been  exercfsed  by  the 
Executive,  when  sucn  agents  were  necessary  to 
the  protection  of  the  public  interest,  or  of  the  rifi[ht8 
of  the  citizens.  He  adverted  to  the  remarks  of  an 
honorable  member  of  the  Senate  on  this  subject, 
which  were  published  in  thei  paper  of  this  morn* 
in^.  He  conUdered  this  as  one  of  the  cases  in 
which  an  agent  was  peculiarly  necessary,  and 
thought  his  continuance  required  to  promote  the 
greajt  interests  of  these  claimants. 

Mr.  Farrelly  spoke  in  opposition  to  Mr:  Mc- 
(iAyfe's  amendment.  He,  too,  considered  this 
agency  as  highly  necessary.  There  were  no  data 
before  the  Hous^  to  show  that  the  services  of  the 
agent  had  not  been  very  faithfully  performed. ' 
The  act  by  which  the  commission  was  established, 
was  a  national  act,  and  it  ought  to  be  consum- 
mated by  the  nation.  The  treaty  provides  that 
the  Government  shall  establish  the  average  value 
of  the  slaves ;  and,  if  the  agent  is  taken  away, 
how,  Mr.  F.  asked,  could  this  be  done?  For  this 
purpose  the  agent  had  been  highly  necessary;  and 
the  evidence,  on  that  point,  was  not  yet  concluded. 
And,  evep  if  It  were,  he  thought  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  the  individuals,  whose  property 
was  involved  in'  this  public  act,  required  the  con- ' 
tinuance  of  this  agency.  From  the  practice  of 
this  €h3Yernment,  in  relation  to  other  commissions, 
be  considered  it  bound  to  provide  an  agent  in  this 


. 


case. 


Mr.  Bradley  considerecl.tbe  ascertainment  o£ 
the  average  value  of  the  slaves,  for  whictr com- 
pensation was  to  be  made,  as  a  most  im'portant 
part  of  the  business  of  the  commission.  It  was  a 
component  part  of  the  treaty,  and  could  only  be 
carried  into  effect-by  the  appointment  of  an  agent. 
The  evidence,  on  this  point,  was  to  be  furnished 
under  the  authority  of  the  President ;  and,  as  it 
was  not  to  be  supposed  that  he  was  to  appear  be- 
fore the  commiteioners  in  person,  it  must  be  con* 
sid^red  as  a  specific  authority  for  the  fippointment 
of  this  agent.  This  was  unlike  other  treaties,  by 
which  commisaioncrs  were  appointed,  as  there 
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was  a  previous  question  to  be  settled,  as  to  average 
value.  '^ 

Mr.  McLane  explained,  in  reference  to  the  re- 
marks be  had  previously  made.  The  average 
value  was  to  be  ascertained,  by  taking  the  value 
of  slaves  throughout .  the  United  Siates — not  hy 
an  itinerant  agent  to  be  sent  throughout  the  coun- 
try, but  by  correspondence  with  different  parts  of 
the  country,  bv  the  Department  of  State,  o.r  an 
agent  appointed  for  the  purpose.  The  ascertain-^ 
ment  oi  this  average  was  the  basis  of  the  business 
of  the  commission,  and  ought  to  have,  been  ob- 
tained previous  to  themeeting<)f  the  Commission- 
ers. It  it  had  been  obtained,  the  agent,  was.  no 
longer  necessary ;  if  it  had  not  been  collected,  he 
thouglit  the  agent>who  had  not  done  it  ought  not 
again  to  be  provided  for.  The  article  of  the  treaty 
does  not  mention  the  term  asent — the  business  is 
put  upon  the  President.  The  Commissioners 
would  not  have  received  this  agent — he*was  net 
authorized  by  the  treaty.  This  agent  eithar  had, 
or  had  not,  done  his  duty;  in  either  case  he  was 
Bo  longer  necessary.  Mt.  McL.  bdieved  that  no 
agent,  of  a  similar  character,  had  ever  been  ap- 
pointed. The  President  h^d  a  right  to  appoint 
{lubiic  diplomatic  agents  in  the  recess  of  the  Legis- 
ature;  these  have  been  appointed — they  are  a 
part  of  the  diplomatic  corpse— but  there  wa^  np 
instance,  in  the  history  of  tbe  Government,  oT.the 
prospective  appointment  of  a  salary  officer  by  the 
President.  The  amendment  from  the  Senate  coi^ 
stitutes  him  an  agent  fbr  government.-  Is  he  ne- 
cessary for  the  interest  of  tl^e  Government  ?  He 
is  entirely  irresponsible  to  the  individual  claim-' 
ants.     Mr.  McL.  said  he  was  not  willing  to  ap- 

Soint  an  agent  for  the  individual  claimants;  and* 
e  did  not  believe  that  the  public  interest  required 
an  agent.  He  thought  the  Government  ought  not 
to  connect  itself  with  the  commission,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  agenL 

Mr.  BAsei£TT  was  opposed  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  -on  this  sub- 
ject«  He  accorded  in  the  principle,  that  the  Pre- 
sident had  no  ri£h<  to  appoint  a  salary  officer,  not 
provided  for  by  Taw.  .  Sut  he  might  certainly  ap- 
point a  temporary  agent,  for  a  certain  purpose. 
He  went  on  to  show  that  the  apporotment  of  this 
agent  was  necessary.'  He  contended  that  the 
agency  was  created  by  law,  as  having  been  com- 
puted in  the  appropriation  made  for  the  support  of 
this  commission  at  tbe  last  session.  .  He  thought 
the  Government  was  bound  to  take  an  interest  in 
assisting  these  claimants,  and  forwarding  their 
business  before  the  Cotnmissioners.  The  agency 
has  been  established  for  their  benefit,  and  it  ought 
to  receive  the  support  of  the  Governmenr.  Mr,  B. 
said,  there  were  many  claimants  who  were  not 
able  to  employ  prJArate  agents.  He  instanced  tw.o 
cases  of  poor  persons  ia  his  own  neighborhood, 
who  were  In  this  situation.  Upon  these  individ- 
ual claims  the  Commissioners  were  appointed  to 
act.  And  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
provide  an  ageht,  for  the  benefit  of  those  poor 
claimants,  who  were  not  able  themselves  to  em- 
ploy one. 
Mr.  Rivfis  contended  for  Ike. necessity  of  an 


agent  ia  this  case.  The  Government,  he  said,  had 
assumed  the  duty  of  ascertaining  the  average  value 
of  slaves.  The^testimony  to  this  point  was  tp  be 
exhibited,  not  by  the  President  in  person,  but  un- 
der his  authority..  'And  Jt  was  proper  for  him  to 
appoint  some  person  competent  to  conduct  the 
business. .  The  Government  had  come  in,  and 
agreed  to  take  upon  itself  to  establish  the  average 
value  of  the  slaves.  The  individual  claimants 
were  not  required  to  hunt  the  country  over  to  pro- 
cure information,  upon  this  point  It  was  pecu- 
liarly incumbent  on  the  Government,  under  these 
circumstances,  to  take  the  necessarjr  measures  to 
procure  this  information.  The  President  had  not 
only  the  right  to  appoint  'the  agent  in  qutetion, 
bat  it  was  emphatically  proper  that  he  should  do 
it,  in  order  to  afibrd  the  promised  facilities  to  the 
claimants. 

It  had  been  said  by  some,  that  this  information 
might  have  been  obtained  through  the  ordinary 
organs  of  the  Government — thiough  the  Secretary 
of  State  or  tbe  Attorney  General.  Mr.  R.  thought 
It  would  ^tLve  been  a  very  niggardly  policy  to  have 
imposed  }his  duty  upon  either  of  those  officers. 
There  was  certainly  ho  obligation  upon  them  to 
perform  it.  It  had  no  connexion  with  the  duties 
of  their  offices.  The  House  would  not  ^xpect  the 
President  to  require  of  them  the  performance  of  a 
duty  which  they  might  very  properly  reject  If, 
then,  the  President  was  compelled  to  appoint  some 
person,  as  the  duties  could  be  performed  in  no 
other  way,  Mr.  R.  sai4}  he  would  like  to  know 
why  the  appointment  was  improperly  made.  If 
the  appointment'  of  this  offieer  belongs  to  another 
departdient  of  the  Government,  and  charges  of 
non-performance  of  duty  are.  alleged  agaii^st  the 
person  appointed,  the  burden  of  proof  lies  upon 
those  who  prefer  the  charge.  Mr.  R.  asked,,  what 
proof  there  was  that  this  a^ent  had*  not  been  vigi- 
lant in  the  performance  of  liis  duties?  He  called 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  difficulties 
attending  the  ascertainment  of  the  average  value 
x>f  the  slaves.  The  value  'at  the  time  of  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  was  tu  be 
ta!ken.  This  could  be  dqae  onlv  by  getting  at  the 
actual  sales  mafde  at  or  about  tnat  time.  •  It  was 
to  be  dense,  not  in  regard  to  one  place  only,  but  to 
vanous  places'.  The  price  of  slaves  varies  mach, 
according  to.  the  sex,  age,  and  other  circumstances. 
All  these  points  are  to  be  ascertained  before  the 
average  valoe  can  be  fixed.  It  was  not  at  all  ex- 
traordinary, whatever  might  have  been  the  indus- 
try of  the  agent,  that  all  the  information  had  not 
Set  been  collected.  Whatever  might  have  been 
ie  waht  of  diligence  heretofore,  Mr.  R.  thought 
it  would  b^  better  now  to  continue  the  appoint- 
ment. There  was  no  limH)  he  said,  to-this  com- 
mission. The  board  might  continue  the  business 
as  long  as  it  pleased ;  and  might  sit,  like  an  incu- 
bus,, upon  us,  until  its  object  was  accomplished. 
The  preliminary  object,  in  the  proceedings  in  re- 
gard, to  the  commission,  was  the  ascertainment  of 
the  average  value  of  slaves ;  it  was  well  known 
that  this  point  was  not  yet  decided — the  materials 
for  its  decision  were  not  yet  collected.  The  session 
of  the  Conunissioners  must,  necessarily,,  be  •  pro- 


1949 


HISTORY  OF  CONORBSS- 


1950 


March,  1824. 


The  TaHf  BUI. 


H.  OP  R. 


tracted,  nntil  thi«  is  done.  Under  this  view  of 
the  subject,  he  considered  the  agent  as  being  ab- 
solutely nece6sary->^he  greater  the  facilities  fur- 
nished, the  soonjer  the  duties  of  the  Commissioners 
would  be  discharged.  He  thought,  therefore,  that 
there  could  be  no  sort  of  doubt  of  the  propriety  of 
appointing  this  agent,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  contends 
that,  if  this  agent  is  not  necessary  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  It  is  frnprdper  to  appoint  him  ip 
behalf  of  the  individual  claimants;  and  he  says 
that  no  agent  has  ever  been  appointed  in  a  similar 
case.    Mr.  R.  thou£^ht  there  was  an  essential  dis- 
tinction between  this   and    o^ber   commissions. 
These  claims  arise  entirely  from  the  acts  of  the 
Government.     The  whole  difficulty  had  arisen 
from  the  defective  manner  in  which  the  article  in 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent  had  been  drawn.     In  that 
treaty  it  was  stipulated,  that  all  places  captured 
dariDg  the  war  should  be  restor^,  without  carry- 
ing away  any  property.    It  was  contended,  by  the 
British  Uovernnient,  that  theySvere  not  bound  by 
that  provision  in  the  treaty,  to  make  remuneration 
for  slaves  taken  away.     This  difficulty  grew  out 
of  the  manner  in  wJiich  that  negotiation  was 
made.     The  subject  was  referred  to  the  decision 
of  the  Emperor  of  Russia.    He  has  given  his  de- 
cision on  the  sabj^t ;  in  which  he  providea  for 
the  organization  of  a  tribunal-  to  make  compensa- 
tion for  these  slaves.    This  Government  is  bound 
to  pay  its  part  of  the  expenses  of  this  tribunal,  and 
toaHord  facilities  to  theclaimant3  in  establishing 
their  claims.    All  their  difficulty  bad  arisen  from 
acts  of  the  Grovernment — from  the  defective  man- 
ner of  conducting  this  business  in  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent.     He  nieant  not  to  impute  any  neglect  to 
those  who  negotiated  that  treaty.;  but  he  did  be- 
lieve it  to  be  the  peculiar  duty  or  the  Qovefnraent, 
under  these  circumstances,  to  assist  the  individuiils 
concerned  in  ihese  claims.    We  are  told»  that  it 
had  never  teen  contemplated  to  afford  assistance 
to  these  private  claimants,  in  this  tose.     Mr.  R. 
said,  h^  differed  from  the  (rentlemcin  from  Dela- 
ware in  that  opinion,     fie  knew  that  .the  agent 
had,  since  his  appoin.tibeht,  frequently  communi- 
cated with  the  private  claimants.    He  knew  that 
great  sensibility  and  apprehension  had  been  ex- 
pressed by  the  claimants,  at  the  pVospect  that  this 
t^ent  would  be  taken  away  from  the^  commission. 
There  were  a  great  many  nice  pointy  he  said, 
which  were  growing'  out  of  this  subject.    The 
award  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  had  made  the 
matter  but  tittle  plainer  than  it  was  before. 

Mr.  R.  said,  he  did  not  feel  it  necessary  to  say 
any  thine  as  to  the  manner  in  which  this  agent 
had  discharged  bis  duty.  He  very  well  knew  the 
gentleman  who  had  been  appointed ;  and  he  did 
not  believe  there  was  any  man  more  competent  to 
the  bosineis.  This  was  the  very  period  in  the 
progress  of  these  claims,  at  which  the  services  of 
the  agent  were  most  wanted ;  and,  if  he  were  taken 
away,  the  claimants  would  be:invoIved  in  great 
difficulty. 

Mr.  IriCKLirPE  thouf^ht  that  a  provision  for  a 
<^y  officer,  whose  duties  were  not  defined,  who 


was  irresponsible,  and  not  appointed  by  law,  ought 
not  to  be  introduced  into  this  bill.  He  believed 
the  appointment,of  this  officer  was  not  authorized 
or  contemplated  by  the  appropriation  bill  of  the 
last  year.  We  have  been  told  that  this  officer 
wa&.appointed  by  the  Secretary  pf  State.  Whe- 
ther this  agtot  should  be  again  appointed,  was  for 
the  House  no#  to  determine.  It  had  been  said  to 
be  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  do  this  duty.  Mr.  W.  did  not  consider  any  of 
the  duties  of  his  office  as  derogating  from  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Secretary.  The  d^cription  of  evi- 
dence, in  relation  to  the  average  value  of  the 
slaves,  might  have  been  obtained  in  sixty  days,  by 
application  to  the  different  marshals.  We  have 
given  a  year's  salary  to  an  agent  for  this  purpose, 
and  the  fact  is  not  yet  ascertained.  If  the  J^ard 
of  Commissioners  is  limited  by  no  other  provision, 
the  powef  is  in  the  hands  of  the  House^  to  make 
or  not  to  make  the  appropriation  for  its  support. 
He  considered  the  appropriation  for  this  agent  as 
one  which  now  ought  to  be  stopped.  The  argu- 
ment, that  the  Government  had  made  this  comr 
mission  for  the  benefit  of  the  private  claimants, 
and  ought  to  extend  further  assistance,  was  not  a 
sound  one.  Because  we  h^^e  done  one  good  turn, 
we  must  consequently  do  another.  We  pay  the 
board,  and  so  we  must  pay  the  agent.,  We  pay 
the  judges,  of  our  courts — but  are  we  bound  to  pay* 
witnesses  and  counsel  for  the  parties  ?  The  opin- 
ion of  honest,  iptelligent  men,  is  the  only  evidence 
to  be  obtained  of  the  average  value  of  slaves;  and 
that  is  to  be  laid  before  the  Commissioners.  This 
might  have  been  done  without  the  aid  of  this 
.agent.  R  has  not  been  the  practice  of  this  Gov> 
ernment  to  prosecute  private  claims.  The  claim- 
ants will,  no  doubt,  be  glad^to  have  their  claims 
conducted  at  the  expense  of  Government^  He  felt 
it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  appropriatioi^  for  a  salary 
for  this  agent. 

Mr.  FuLLEii  thought  it  manifest  that  a  service 
of  this  kind  was  requisite,  und  that  the  appropria- 
tion was  necessary.  If  it  was  contemplated  that 
the  Attorney  G(eneral  or  the  Secretary  of  State 
should  perform  this  service,  why  was  the  amount 
appropriated  the  last  year?  He  considered  that 
the  President  had  a  right  to  appoint  one  or  twenty 
affents  for  this  purpose,  if  it  had  been  necessary. 
The  fulfilment  of  the  treaiy  was  in  the  province 
of  the  Department  of  State ;  and  it  is  possible  that 
the  duty  of  that  appointment  misht  have  devolved 
on  the  Secretary  of  State.  If  there  has  been  any 
thing  improper  let  us  make  an  investigation  on  the 
subject.  Tnere  is  no  evidence  of  tinnecessary  de- 
lay, or/any  impropriety  m  this  business.  He  un- 
derstood It  was  very  difficult  to  ascertain  the 
average  value  of  slaves  at  that  time.  This  ai^ent 
had  been  under  the  ujecesaity  of  resorting  to  various 
means  of  information — the  business  is  not  yet  con- 
ch]ded«  Individuals  have  been  led  to  rely  on  the 
good  faith  bf  the  Government,  and  now  they  are 
to  be  cut  off  in  the  middle  of' the  subject.  It 
would 'be  an  act  of  gross  injustice  to  talce  away 
this  assistance. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  thought  it  was  rather 
singular  the  House  should  be  engaged  in  the  dis- 
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cussion  df  this  matter,  involving  a  sum  of  $2,000, 
when  it  is  well  known  to  be  the  opinion  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  of  Mr.  Cheves,  the  Com- 
missioner, that  this  agent  was  very  necessary.  Mr. 
T.  proceeded  to  state  the  reasons  which  induced 
him  to  believe  that  his  services  were  very  valua- 
ble towards  effecting  'the  objects  of  .the  commis- 
sion, and' that  those  services  were  now  even  more 
requisite  than  they  had  been  during  the  past  year. 
He  thought  the  true  dignity  of  the  Government 
was  in  protecting  the  rights  and  the  interests  of 
its  citizens.'  He  denied  that  this  ^uty  could  have 
been  properly  performed  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
or  the  Attorney  General,  consistently  with  the  due 
performance  of  their  other  duties.  He  thought  the 
individual  who  held  this  office  was  more  compe- 
tent, from  his  acquaintance  with  the' nature  of  the 
duties  to  be  performed,  than  any  other  person, 

Mr.  STdRDs  said,  that,  two  reasons  had  *been 
given  in  favor  of  the  appropriation  for  this  agent 
— the  protection" of  the  {)uplic  interest,  and  those 
of  the  private  claimants.  But  the  Secretary  of 
State  did  not,  in  1823^  when  the  firsts  appropria- 
tion was  to  be  made,  mention  the  necessity  oi  this 
agent  in  relation  to  the  public  interest.  He  merely 
states  that  such  a  person  would  be  desirable  to 
forward  the  views  of  the  private  claimants*  Mr. 
S.  thought  that,  as  the  duty  of  this  agent  was  not 
of  a  public  nature,  that  the  office  ought  to  stop. 
It  was  easier  to  get  a  laan  into  office  than  to  get 
him  out ;  iind  when  his  services  are  no  longer  ne- 
cessary to  the  public,  his  office  ought  to  be '  dis- 
continued. This  agent  is  not  known  as  a  public 
officer — his  name  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Regis- 
ter. The  reason  given  (or  his  appointment,  in 
reference  to  the  average  value,  of  skives,  had  not 
been  discovered  until  it  came  up  in  this  House. 
Six  months  would  have  been  ample  time  to  have 
collected  evidence  on"  this  subject,  from  att  parts 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  §.  went  on  to  state  his  objeetions  tptbisi 
appropriation.     He  produced  some  instanced  te 

grove  that  discretion  ought  not  to  be  given  touhe 
Sxecutiv«  Department  to  create  offices.  If  there 
were  a  necessity  for  the  officer,  the  office  ought  to 
be  established  by  law.  As  he  was  only  appointed 
for  the  benefit  of  the  private  claimants,  and  as 
they  w^re  no  more  entitled  to  such  a  favor  than 
,  any  other  claimants,  Mr.  S.  thought  Congress 
ought  not  to  authorize  his  appointment. 

Mr.  Forsyth  made  ^ome  explanation  in  refer- 
ence to  a  remark  of  Mr.  Storks,  relative  to  the 
Florida  treaty. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  replied  to  some  of 
the  remarks  which  had  been  made  against  his 
amendment.  He  felt  perfectly  convirfced  of  the 
ttselessn'ess  of  this  appointment,  an(},  for  that^  rea- 
son, considered  himself  bound  to'  resist  it.  He 
had  intended  no  imputation  against  the  Secretary 
of  State.  He  felt  a  high  respect  for  him.  But  if, 
as  the.  gentleman  from  Massachu^eKs  had  stated, 
we  were  bound  to  take  estimates  on  this  subject, 
it  should  be  recollected  that  918,000  instead  of 
$4,500,  would  have  been  appropriated  for  the  sup- 
port of  this  commission,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
President,  through  his  Secretary  of  State,  to  col- 


lect the  information  for  which  the  agent  was  ap- 
pointed. Mr.  McL.-  contended  that  the  Crovern- 
ment  was  not  bound  to  sustain  these  claims,  and 
that  it  ought  not  to  commit  itself  Jn  regard  to 
them.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
mal^e  the  best  provisioif  it  could  for  the  citizens, 
at  the  conclusion  ot  war.  This  had  beea  done  in 
reference  to  these  claimants,  and  the  Government 
had  done  its  duty  towards  them.  He  wanted  no 
further  evitjence  of  the  want  of  pecessity  for  this 
agent,  than,  that  a  year  should  have  been  con- 
sumed in  doing  what  might  have  been  done  in  six 
moiuhs.  He  was  rather  disposed  to  argue  that 
the  business  had,  already  been  con&pleted,  the  da- 
ties  of  the  agent  having  commenced  a  year  ago, 
while  that  of  the  commissioners  had  begun  but 
six  months  since.  It  had  been  stated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  that  the  business  Was  not 
yet  done.  If  so,  it  Was  not  the  fault  of  the  com- 
missioners, but  of  the  agent.  He  meant  no  in- 
sinuations against  the  individual  in  this  case,  but 
he  spoke  of  the  fact:  It  was  quite  time  the  office 
was  abolished.  If  tne  business  had  been  left  with 
the  Secretary  of  Stat^,  with  his  kiiown  vigilance, 
he  would  have  completed  these  duties  long  since. 

Mr.  Bt7CKNER  dioeted  from  his  honorable  col- 
league (Mr.  Wicklifpb)  on  this  subject.  He  be- 
lieved the  ground  that  it  was  not  the  duty  of  Oot- 
ernment  to  provide  an  aj^nt  in  this  case,  because 
only  a  portion  of  its  citizen^,  and  not  the  whole, 
were  concerned,  was  not  correct.  He  thought 
there  was  force  in  the  remark,  that  these  losses 
Were  sustained  in  consequence  of  an  pet  of  the 
Government. '  The  Government  has  acted  from 
honorable  motives  in  this  ease.  It  had  an  eye  to 
the  tighfs  and  interests  of  its  citizens.-  He  pro- 
ceeded to  remark  upon  the  obligations  of  a  Gov- 
ernment to  see  that  remuneration  was  made  for 
the  losses  sustained,  by  its  citizens  in  time  of  war. 
He  was  not  possessed  of  sufficient  information  as 
to  the  propriety  of  this  appropriation.,  If  the 
agent  had  failed  in  his  dutjr^  it  was  not  a  good 
reason,  as  he  thought,  for  refusing  the  appropria- 
tion. The  sum  was  a  meje  pittance  hardly  worth 
the  interest  that  had  been  displayed  in  regard  to  it 

Mr.  Poinsett  said  that  he  believed  the  daties 
of  this  agency  had  been  very,  arduous,  and  had 
been  performed  in  a  very  satisfactory  manoer. 
He  thought  the  business  ot  the  commission  would 
suffer  materially  by  withholding  the  appropriation 
for  the  agent. 

Mr.  FoRQYTH  replied  to'  the  remark- of  Mr. 
JPoins'ett.  He  denied  the  existence  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  had  been  supposed  to  exist  In  con- 
nexion with  this  agency.  He  said  the  whole  in- 
' formation  required  of  the  Bgent  ought  to  have 
been  prepared  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  commis- 
sioners in  August  last.  Every  particle  of  the  in- 
formation might  have  been  obtained  by  circular 
letters,  written  by  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  Depart- 
ment. The  Government  had  no  Other  interest  in 
the  business  than  to  see  that  justice  was  done  to 
these  claimants.  It  had  placed  them  in  the  way 
to  obtain  that  justice.  Its  duty  had  been  per- 
formed towards  them.  In  regard  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  appointment  was  itiade,  it  had  ner- 
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er  been  sabmitted,  to  Congress  until  the  present 
session. 

Mr.  McLane  explained-  He  stated  that  the 
appropriation  for  this  commission  had  been  made 
the  last  year,  in  pursuance  of  a  statement  of  the 
amount  required,  as  received  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State.  In  that  statement  was  included 
the  salary  of  this  agent. 

Mr.  Haiulton  said  that  this. agent  hiid  been 
engaged  in  an  extensive  correspondence  on  this 
subject — ^he  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  compel 
persons  to  answer  these  letters,  and  unavoidable 
delays  had  taken  place.  He  said,  if  the  subject, 
was  not  fairly  before  the  House-at  the  last  session, 
it  was  the  fault  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Mean^.  He  said  the  agent  did 
not  deserve  the  insinuations  that  had  been  thrown 
out  against  him.  Mr.  H.  had  hWnself  had  reason 
to  know  that  the  most  imtx)rtant  informatioixhad 
been  famished  to  the  claimants  by  the  gentleman 
who  held  the  offiee. 

Mr.  McLane  replied.  He  had  nqt  intended  to 
throw  out  any  censure  against  the  individual  who 
filled  this  office,  nor  .'against  any  defmrtment  of 
the  Government,  for  his  appoititment.  If  there 
had  been  a  necessity  of  the  agency  once,  it  did 
not  follow  that  it  should  now  be 'continued.  He 
bad  said,  and  he  well  knew,  that  other  private 
agents  had  ,he^n  appointed  -by  the  individual 
claimants;  and  he  would  not  cDnsent  ta  the  ap* 
pointmeht  of  an  agent  totally  irresponsible  to  the 
claimants,  and  at  liberty  ta  dp  their  business  or 
not,  as  he  chose. 

Mr.  SANnpoBD-was  in  fav.or  of  the  appropria-* 
tioD->be  thought  that  appropriations  ha4  been 
made  for  much  more  useless  purposes,  and  that  it 
was  the  dutjr  of  €h>vernment  to  provide  assistance 
for  these  claimants,  and  ^ve  those  who  ware  very 
poor  trom  th^  peoessltv  of  employing  counsel. 

Mr.  Forsyth  explained  in  reference  to  his 
nrevioos  remarks^  As  %  member  of  Congress^'  he 
lelt  that  he  must  vote  against  the  app9ropriation, 
as  not  being  required  by  the  public  interest,  or  the 
interests  of  the  individuahclaimfints. 

Mr.  HAMiLtoN  made  a  few  remarks  in  confirm- 
ation of  what  he  had  pr^vjously  said. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.-McLANE's 
motion  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
by  striking  out  the  provision  for  the  agent,  and 
carried  in  (he  affirmative— 97  to  52.  The  amend<- 
ment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended,  Was  th^ 
agreed  to.  -      ^     . 

The  Committee  then  rose^  reported  progress, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  adjourned  till  Monday. 


Monday,  March  29. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Maryland,  presented  a. peti- 
tion of  sundry  innabitants  of  the  sixth  Congrea- 
Monal  district  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  praying 
for  the  aid  of  the  Qeneral  Oovernment  in  the 
erection  of  bridges^  at  places  therein  mentioned, 
for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  th^  transportation  of 
the  United  States'  mails.r_Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Po^  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

18th  Con.  1st  Sfia8«.-.62 


Mr.  CUmbreleno  presented  a  petition  of  Jacob 
Schieffelin  and  Son,  of  New  York,  merchants, 
setting  forth  that,  in  1809.  a  considerable  amount 
of  property  belonging  to  tnem,  lying  in  a  port  in 
Holland,  .was  seized  by  Frenich  authorities,  trans- 
ported to  the  port  of  Antwerp,  and  there  sold, 
without  eondemnittion,  jind  the  proceeds  paid  into 
the  Treasury  of  France,  and  praying  the  inter- 
position of  Congress  in  such  manner  as-toprocure 
them  redresa  for. their  wrongs. 

Mr.  PoiNSEtT  presented  a  memorial  of  Anthonv 
Le  Courtois,  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  ofSoum 
Carolina,  settin|^  forth  that,  in  1811,  while  pursu- 
ing a  lawful  voyage  from  the  United  States  to 
Russia,  his  vessel  was  captured  by  a  French  pri- 
vate arnted  cruiser,  and,  with  her  ci^rgo,  was  con- 
demned, by  which  the  petitioner  has  been  reduced 
to  poverty  and  distress;  and  praying  9uch  relief  in 
the  premises  as,  in  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  may 
seem  meet  aiid  propeir. 

'Ordered^  .That  tke  said  petition  and  memorial 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afiairs. 

Mr.  HoLCotfBB  presented  a  memoriafof  John 
M:  Gamble,  a  eaptaih  of  malines  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  stating  that,  while  attached  Xo 
the  f^ig;ate  Essex,  commanded  by  Captain  Porter, 
cruising  in  Ihe  Pacific  Ocean,  In  the  late  war 
witbGkeat  Brhain,  he  was  placed  in  command  of 
a  vessel  captured  and  mimoed  by  the  Essex*;'  in 
which  vesssel  he  afterwards  fell  in  with,  and  cap- 
tured, a  British  ship  of  very  superior  force,  and 
praving  to  be  allowed  prize  money  for  hitnself 
ana  crew,  for  said  capture. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee qn  Naval  AfiairS. 

Mr.  Call  presented  a  petition  of  divers  inhab- 
itants of  the  oity  of  St.  Augustine,  and  of  other 
parts  of  the  eastern  section  of  the  Territory  of 
Florid^  praying  permission  to  cut  a  canal  through 
public  l^nds,  lying  between  said  city  and  the 
river  St  John's;  which, petition  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barbara 
Paulas;  which  yvtis  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
ensrbss^d,  atid  read  a  third  time  to-morrow^ 

On  motien  of  Mr.  MiTCHEi^L,  of  Maryland,  the 
Committee  on'Commerce  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  light- 
house on  Poole's  Island,  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

GENEK:.4L  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into.a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the 
appropriation  bill  '<  for. the  support  of  Government 
for  the  year  1824.'? 

Tl^e  question  being  then  en  the  amendment 
striking  out  of  the  bill  the  foilbwing  clause :  '*And 

<  provided,  also,  that  no  person,  receiving  an  an- 

<  nuai  siklary  iVom  the  Governtnent'of  the  United 
'  States,  shall  receive  an]r  thing  in  addition  ther^ 
•  to  Jbr  any  official  services  whatever,  by  way  of 
^perquisites,  or  extra  compensation,  except  for 

<  fees  of  office  which  may  be  established  by  law  ;'^ 

Mr.  Cocks  suited  anumber  of  facts  in  relation 
to  the  compensation  received  by  Governors  of 
Territories,  for  extra  services.  He  quoted  the  law 
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appointing  the  salaries  of  those  officers,  and  con- 
tended that  they  had  received,  in  some  cases, 
double  what  the  law  warranted,  for  the  perform- 
ance of  duties  which  properly  pertained,  to  their 
functions  as  Governors.  lie  acknowledged  that  he 
had  been  under  a  wrong  impression  with  respect 
to  the  Navy  Commissioners,  who,  he  was  happy 
to  state,-  received  nothing  beyond  what  the  laws 
of  their  country  prescribe.  He  made  some  remarks 
on  the  compensation  received  by  the  Surveyor 
General,  on  which  be  entirely^difiered  from  the 
opinion  given  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  be 
read  a  report  of  the  former  committee  of  the  House 
ia  confirmation  of  his  views.  .  .  , 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  explained  what  he  appre- 
hended to  be  the  state; of  the  law  on  the  subject 
of  Territorial  Governors.  He  gave  a  statement  pf 
the  cojnpensation  allowed  to  £e  Superintendents 
of  Indian  Affairs,  from  the  first  organisation  of  the 
Government,  and  the  changes  which  had  .taken 
place  to  the  present  time,'  and  he  contended  that 
the  gentleipan  from  Tennessee  was  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  the  emoluments  received  by  the 
Governors' of  Territories  were  not  warranted  by 
legal  provisions.  He  reprobated  th^  idea  of  at- 
tempting to  regulate  the  Indian  Department  by  a 
clause  in  an  appropriation  bill ;  and  conteiided 
that  the  clause,  if  restored,  would  operate  with 

great  injtistice,  especially  on  the  Crovernor  of 
lichigan,  whose  disbursements,  in  relatiop  to 
Indian  anairs,;were.  very  great,  and  who,  if  de- 

'prived  of  the  compensation  now  allowed  to*  him, 
would  be  placed  on  a  lower  and  worse  footing 
than  a  common*  Indian  a^ent.  He  dwelt  on  the 
improvements  which  had  been  introduced  into  the 
Indian  Department  during  the  present  Adminis- 
tration, for  which  he  contended  that  the  present 

-  Secretary  of  War  was  entitled  to  the  respect  and 
gratitude  of  the  House,  and  of  the  country.    - 

Mr.  McLane  spoke  in  reply.  He- discussed  at 
length  the.laws^in  relation  both  to  the  Territorial 
Governors  and  the  Sur^reon  General^  which  he 
stated  as  fijilly  'warranting  what  they  receiv'ed. 
If  any  improvemept  was  to  1)^  introduced  into 
the  Indian  Department^  the  present  bill  ^as  not 
the  proper  one  to  eflTeot  it,  and  the  diseassion  was 
only  caleuiated  to  embarrass  it. 

Mr.  Warfiteld  quoted  several  laws  in  relation 
to  the  appointment  of  Jndian  agents,  and  opposed 
the  claQse  which  the  Senate  bad  stricken  out,  as 
bein^  of  too  broad  and  unc:narded  a  character. 
Possibly  abuses  ^id  exist,  and  the  laws  in  relation 
to  Indian  affairs  would  certainly  be  better  for  re- 
rision  ;  but  this  must  be  done  as  a  separate  mat- 
ter, and  with  deliberation.  He  hoped  the  discus- 
sion of  that  subject  would  be  now  relinquished. 

Mr.  OalLj  of  Florida,  stated  the  many  valuable 
services  performed  by  the  Governor  of  that  Ter- 
ritory, and,  argued  in  favor  of  the  Equity  of  some 
farther  compeni^tion  than  'his  mere  salary  as 
Governor.  He  remarked  at  large  on  the  case  of 
the  SuTj^eon  General,  stated  the  value  of  his  Mr- 
vices,  his  necessity  of  obedience^  as  attached  to 
the  Army,  even  in  the  performance  of  the  longest 
and  most  expensive  journeys.  He  was  in  con- 
stant activity,  and  his  salary  alone  might  be  ex- 


hausted bra  single  journey ;  talent  and  services 
were  nowhere  so  poorly  rewarded  as  in  the  medi- 
cal staff  of  our  Army ;  and  if  we  persisted  in  this 
policy,  talent  would  retire  from  the  service  of  the 
Governmeirt,  dtc. 

Mr.  CoGXE  spoke  in  reply ;  and  insisted  on  the 
grounds  he  had  formerly  -  taken.  The  provision 
was  not  aimed  at  any  one  in  particular — it^-lan- 

?;ua&;e  and  its  aim  were  generaK    He  stated  some 
iirther  fa^ts  as  to  the  compensations  received. 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  explained  some  of  his 
former  statements,  and  added  facts  in  reply. 

Mr«  WiCKLiFFE  recalled  the  remembrance  of 
th6  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  what  had  passed 
in  this  House  when  4he  clause  now  stricken  out 
by  the  Senate  had  -been  proposed  by  that  gentle- 
man, when  he  stated  that  it  was  not  meant  to 
include  Territtfriel  Governors.  If  the  gentleman 
disapproved  of  the  amtunts  naw  received,  he 
wished  that  gentleman^  as  headi  (to  use  a  phrase 
of  l^is  own)  of  the  "  Indian  Committee,''  would 
introduce  a  provision  to  &x  and  regulate  their 
compensation. 

Mr;  Cocke  explained.     ( • 

Mr.  Cook  observed  tha(  the  present  case  showed 
the  impropriety  of  receiving  statements  from  the 
departments  which  did  not  cpmebefore  the  House 
in- an  official  form.  I'he  gehtleman '  from  Ten- 
nessee had  produced  «eme' statements,  but  they 
were  incomplete.  Mr.C.  Iiad  h^d  personal  op- 
portunity of  observing  the  performance  of  the  du^ 
ties  by  the  Governor  of  a  Territory,  atld  he  knew 
them  to  be  difficult  and  perplexing.  He  referred 
to  censures  formerly  cast  on  Governor  Cas$«  the 
.investigation  which  had  ensued,  and  the  complete 
vindication  which  was  tl^e  result 

Mr.  Cocke  replied  in  a  few  "words^  and  Mr. 
CooK  rejoined.  ' 

Mr.  Rich  advocated,  in  a  few  observations,  the 
propriety  of  the  principle  of  the  amendment,  but 
thdught.it  best  not  to  insist  on  ils  insertion  in  the 
present  bill.   , 

The  ^estioA  wtis  then  taken  on  non-concur- 
ring witli,  the  'Senate  in'  their  aQ(iendment,  and 
decided  in  *the\negative — 8^68  42,  noes  90. 

So  the  House  concurred  in  the  Senate's  amead- 
ment,  and  refused  to  restore  this  clause  to  the  bill. 
■  The  following  amendment- of  the  Senate  l>eing 
under  consideration,  viz:  '^  for  graduating  and  im- 
proving 'the  ground  near  the  President's  house, 
within  the  enclosure,  $2,000,"  f 

fAt,  Forsyth  opposed  it  in  a  few  words. 

Mr.  C«8HMAM,»of  Maine,  said,  that  it  was  not 
to  be  expected  that  the  Committee  on  tlie  Public 
Buildings  could  carry  back  their  researcSies  to  the 
foundation  of  this  city,  in  order  to  a/tcertain  whe- 
ther every  dollar  and  cent  appropriated  had  been 
laid  out  to  th^  b^st  advantajfe.  The  task  was  too 
arduous  fbr  any  one  committee  to  perform  during 
a  session  of  Uongress.  He  questioned  whether 
even  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,,  with 
all  their  commendable  industry,  and  unwearied 
assiduity  and  talent,  werd  abU  to  perform  so  Her- 
culean a  labor. 

There  was  a  Committeeon  the  Expenditures  of 
the  Public  Buildings.    It  lyas  the  province  of  this 
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eommictee  to  iaqaire  whether  the  sums  appropTH 
aCed  had  been  judiqiousljr  expended ;  to.coilect  all 
useful  information^  and  report  it.  With  respect 
to  the  amendment,  he  coald  repeat  what  he  nad 
before  said,  that  it  was  not  of  his  seeking.  The 
Senate  introduced  it  of  their  own  will  and  plea- 
sure. They  acted,  he  presumed,  not  without  rea- 
son or  due  consideration*  They  took  a  survey  of 
the  whole  ground.  That  honorable  body  had 
a  Constitutional  right  to  make  the  amentlment. 
Decent  respect  ^as  due  to  their  opinions.  Mr. 
C.  called  on  gentlemen  to  view  the  public  grounds, 
and  «ay  whether  they  did  no^need  the  improve- 
ments  which  the  apprd^riacion  proposes  to  effect. 
The  grounds  attached  to  the  President^  house,  in 
X>articular,  were  in  a  rough,  uncouth,  unsighlly, 
chaotic  state, ^nd  exhibited  an  appearancenot  very 
honorable  to  the  taste  and  character  of  this  nation. 
Much  labor  was  required  to  tevel  or  graduate,  to 
smooth  and  embellish  them; ,  He  conceived  that 
gentlemen  would  feel  a  pride  and  pleasure  in  giv- 
ing to  thi9  litlk  Iworid  of  the  nation's  oreation, 
proportion  and  comeliness-.  And  what  mdre  no- 
ble displays  could  theymak^  of  their  legislative 
-wisdom- and  energy,  than  to  give  to  that  which  is 
-without  form,  and  void,  beauty,  order,  ai^d  bar-' 
mony  7  It  was  not,  he  biew,  in*  the.  power  of  4hi8 
House  to  Qieate  all  things  out  of  nothings  but  it 
would  be  a  commendable  effort,  from  chaos  to 
form  a  regular  system.       .   • 

Mr.  C.  deemed  it  decorous,  before  he  sat  down, 
to  reply  to  the  worthy  member  from  Tennessee, 
(Nir.  Sandporo,)  who,  on  a  former  occasion,  so 
pathetically  appealed  to  the  sympathies  of,  this 
Committed  Wheneverthat  honorable  gentleman, 
said  Mr.  C,  liAs  up  his  voice;  I'elways  listen 
with  pleasure,  because  I-consider  the  worthy  mem-* 
ber  a  patriot  indeed,  in  whom  .there  is  no  guile. 
That  gentleman  seemed  to  consider  it  strao^e^ 
and  even  a  "reproach  to  this  House,('  that,  while 
'we  were  voting  liberal  sums  to  improve  our  grounds 
and  pave  our  *foot-walks,  a  mere  pitfance  should 
be  refused  to  pay  an  advocate  to  plead  the  cause 
of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless,  and  him  Who  had' 
no  helper.  .For  my  part,  md>  Mr.  Oitshman.  if 
this  were  a  reproach,  (  had  no  share  in  it ;  1  aid 
not  vote,  neither  do  I  believe  I  shall  vote,  against 
the  appropriation.  For,  whatever  reluctance  he. 
Mr.  U.,  might  feel  in  considering  humasf  flesh  atM 
blood  in  the  light  of  property,  compen'sation  was 
stipulated  to  the  losers  or  thu  spbcies  by  treaty.; 
and  he  conceived  th^  honor  and  faith  of  the  na- 
tion to  be  pledged  to  the  oitizens  .ta  carry,  all  its 
provisions  strictly  into  :effecL  And,  if  it  were  ne- 
cessary for  the  purpose  to  employ  an  attorney,  or 
agent,  or  minister  of  subordinate  grade,  envoy  ex- 
traordinary^ or  even  an  ambassador,  he  was  wil- 
ling to  vote  a  salary.  There  is,  said  Mr.  C.  a 
wide  difference  in  the  two  casetf.  The  sums  wTilch 
yre  vote  even  to  our  useful  officers  not  unfre- 
quenttyr  perish  in  using,  and  the  'effect  is  ucis^n. 
Whereas,  bur  grants  to  improve  and  embellish  the 
citf  remain  for  a  long  time,  to  delight  the  eye,  and 
to  subserve  purposes  of  utility  and  convenience. 

While,  therefore,  we  are  sparing  of  our  funds  in 
the  one  case,  in  the  other  we  may,  with  great  pro- 


priety, be  bountiful.  Thfs  citf,  said  he^  is  the 
rallying  point  of  the  nation  \  ihe  centre  ot  attrac- 
tion~-«  Dond  of  political  union.  He  was  ambi- 
tious to  give  it  all  the  improvements  and  decora- 
tions becoming  our  Confederated  Republic.  And 
such  wits  bis  2eal  and  enthusiasm,  that  he  would 
cheerfully*  vote  to  diminish  his  own  compensation 
to  aid  these  desirable  attainments. 

Mr.  FoRBTTH  replied,  and  stated  his  objection 
to  be  founded  on  the  existence  of  an  unexpended 
balancei  which  might  lie  applied  to  the  object, 
without  any  new  specified  grant. 

Mr.  Wbipplb  supported-the  amendment  as  ne- 
cessary>and  proper.  He  described  the  state  of  the 
grounds  referreu  to,  d^. 

The  question  beinff  ttfken  on  non-eoncurrinff  in 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — ay^es  89.  noes  55.  • 

So  the  Senate's  amenqmenl  was  con-concurred 
>  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Hamilton  .  offered  the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the'fifth  amendment  of  the  Senate: 

**  And  the  sumof  ope^thonssnd  dollars  for  oompen- 
satioti  to  the  sgent  or  Attorney,  employed  bj  the  8se- 
retary.  of  State  to  arrange,  the  tesUmoDy  to  bo  adduced 
to  the  Commissi^j],  under  the  Convention  of  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, for  the  purpose  of  ascei^taining  the  avehagp 
value  of  daves  taken  by  Great  Britain  at  the  close  of 
the  late  war ;  whieh  appointcoent  is  to  continue  until 
the  average  value  has  been  fixed,  and  no  longer ;  and 
the  said  compenaation  is'  not  to  extend  beyond  the 
time  the  said  d^ent  is  actiiany  employed,  and,  for  the 
time  he  is'so  employed,  his  sa|d  oompenjiation  to  be 
estimated  a(  the  rate  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  an- 


num. 


The  Chairman  pronounced*  the  motion  to  be 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  Arcbbr.  to  afford  the  gent)emap  au  oppor* 
tunity  to  have  nis  amendment  discussed,  moved  a 
reeonsidera'tion  of  the  vote  'of  this  House  on  the 
Senate's  fifth  amendment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hamilton  explai;ied  the  amendment  be 
iwished  to  introduce, and  insisted  on  the  value  and 
necessity  of  -the  services  of  the  agent ;  and  the 
gbard^  pontained  in  the  amendment  against  his 
rec^iiving  compensation  'without  performing  the 
service.    ,  . 

The  question*  being  pot  on  reconsidering  the 
vote  of  Saturday,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  repotted  their 
concurrence  in  the  first,  second,  third,  sixth,  sev- 
enth, and  eighth  amendments;  their  disagreement 
to  tne  fourth;  and  reported  the  fifth  with  an 
amendment,  as  already  severally  stated. 

The  question  being  put  in  the  House  on  con- 
curring in  the  decisions  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  Hamilton  offered  the  same  amendment 
he  had  moved  in.  Committee  of  the  Whole,,  modi- 
fying it  so  as  to  strike  out  the  last  sentence  of  it. 

Mr.  Williams,  of 'Noi'tb-  Carolina^  objected  to 
the  amendment  as  still  more  objectionable  than 
that  from  the  Senate,  in  which  the  House  had 
refused  to 'concur. 

Mr.  Hamilton  further  modified  his  amendment, 
(at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Rich,}  by  striking  out 
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"Secretary  of  State,"  and  inserting  "President 
of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  opposed  the  amendment  on  the 
iproands  taken  in  th^  former  debate  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

Mr*  FoqT  advocated  it  in  a  few  wqrds^and^ 
Mr.  McLaMe  ^dded  a 'correction  in  point  of  fact;' 
when,  the  questioft  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
on  agreein^f  to  the -amend  ment—«nd  stood  as  fol- 
lows :  *  / 

YbaS — Messrs.  P.  P.  Barbour,  Btssat.t,  Bradley, 
Buchanan,  Buckner,  Burleigh,  Caasedy,  Crafts, 
Orowninshield,  jDushman)  Edwards  sf  PannsyWania, 
Fairelljr,  ,P#Qt  OTiJomiecticnt,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Qist, 
GoTan,  Gurley,  Hamilton,  Hayward,  HemphiU,  Hol- 
coinbe,  Jenninga,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson, 
Kent,  Lathrop,  Lee,  Leftwich^  UnoolD,  Livingston, 
McDuffie»  Miller,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moora  of  Ala- 
hama,  Neale,  Ne]ao%.  Newton,  Owen,  Pattonon  of 
Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Poi4sett,  Reed,  Rich, 
Rives,  liogers,  Saunders,  Sloane,  William  Smith, 
Spence,  A.  Stevensop,  Tod,  Tomliiinon,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Warfield,  Wayne, 
WbitUesey,  James  Wilaon,  Wilson  of  So^th  Carolina, 
and  Wood— 61. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander  <of  Vir- 
ginia, Alec^snder  of  Tennessef ,  A)Ien  of  Tennessee, 
Archer,  Bfiylies,  Bavbet  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Blair, 
{rent,  Brown,  Buck,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Csmpbell 
of  Ohio,  Carter,  Gary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Coflins, 
Condict,  Conner,  Craig,  Culpepm*,  Cuthbert,  Day, 
Durfee,  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Forsyth,  Froat,  Gar- 
rison^  Gszliiy,  Hall,  Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden',  Henry, 
Herkimer,  Hugeboom,  Hooks,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  F. 
Johnaon,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Litch- 
Held,  Livermore,  Locke,  Long,  McArthur,  McCoy,. 
McKoan,  McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mangum, 
Markley,  MartindaJe,  'Matlack,  Matson,  Iftetcalfe, 
Mitcheil  of  Penneylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
O'Brien,  Plunmr  of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pannr 
[^Ivania,  Prince,  Rankin,  •  Reynolds,  Richarda,  Roee> 
dandford;  Scott,  Sharpe,  8ibiey»  Arthur  Smithy  Alex- 
ander Bmyth,  Speight,  Standefer,  Sterling,  8torrs» 
Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  TesL  Thompson  of  Georgia^ 
Thompson  of  ICentuqky,  Trnnble,  Udree„  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van 
Wyck,  Vinton,  Whipple,  Whitman,,  WickHffe,  WiU 
liams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams 
of  North  Carolina,  Henry  Wilaon,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
Woodf,  and  Wright— 1 1^. 

So  the  amendmefii  of  Mr..  Hamilton  was  re- 
jected. 

The-bil^  was  then  ordered  to  be  returned  to  th^ 
Senate,  with  a  messlige,  announcing  the  decision 
on  the  aoiendm^nt. 

The  enj^rosspd  bill  to  repeal  an  act  enti^tled 
« An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  HoffanJ'  was 
read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senitte 
for  concurrence. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned » 


TuBSDAT,  March  3D. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  ref^lred,  on  the  12th 
of  January,  1824,  a  memorial  of  the  Common 
Council  or  Alexandria,  reported  a  bill  ftirther  to 


amend  the  charter  of  the  said  town  of  Alexandria; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee pf  the  Whole. 

Mr.  K.,  from-  the  same  committee,,  to  which 
was  referred,  on  the  12th  of  January,  1824  a  me' 
morial  pf  the  cor|>oration  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to 
incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, passed  on  the  16th  of  May,  1820  \  which 
was  read  twic^  and  committed  to  n  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mn  K.,  frpm  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^'Aa 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^  Ajl  act  for  the 
establishment  of  a  tunlpike  conrpany  in  tlie<county 
of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  re- 
ported the  same  with  amendments;  which  were 
read,  and  agreed  to  -by  the  House,  and  the  amend- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  engrossed^  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr^.  Crown iNBHiELo,  from/ the  Committee  on 
.  Naval  Afiairs,  to Vhich  was  committed  the  bill 
from  the  Senate^  entitled  "An  ^act  extending  the 
terni  df  pensions,  granted  to  persons  disabled,  and 
to  the  widows  and  t>rphans  of.  those  who  hare 
been  slain,  or  who  have  died  in  consequence  of 
wounds  or  casaaltfea  resceived  while  in  the  line  of 
their  duty,  on  hoard  the  private  armed  ahipe  of 
the  United  States  during  the  war,"  reported  the 
same  with  amendments;  which  were  read,  and 
the  amendments  ordered  to  be -engrossed,  and  the 
bill  read  a  third  time  toHDorrow. 

Mr.  CnowNiRSBiELq,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  whom  was  jeferred  a  message  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stated  upon  the  subject,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  re-organize  and  ^t  the  Naral  Ea* 
tablishment  of  the^  United  States  \  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz:  1st.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cbarl^ 
Gwynn,  of  Baltimore ;  2d.  An  act  to  authorize 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts' of  Benjamin  Lin« 
coin,  and  others^  in  Which -they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  rei^d  twiccL  and  committed ; 
the  jtrit,  to  the  Committee  Of  Claims ;  the  ieami 
to  the  Cooimittee  on  the  Judiciary^ 

An  engrossed  bill,  ehtitled*  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Barbara  Paulas,'!  waff,  read  the  third  time, 
and.  passes!. 

Three  Mes^ges  were  received  from  th<  PftEsi- 
OENT  OF  THE  Uniteo  States,  which  were  read, 
and  are  as  follows :    . 

riasf . 
Tothif  House  of'^^presentaHtes  qfChe  Un4iedSUUtts: 

I  harawith  transpiil  a  report  of  the  Seeretary  of  War, 
together  with  a  report  from  the  Cemmiaaioner  of  the 
Genenil  Land  Office,  accompanied  by.  the  neoeaaary 
documents-,  coibmunicating  the  information  heretofore 
requested  by. a  resolution  of  the  iloaaa,  in  relation 
to  the  aaU  springe,  lead  and  copper  mines,  together 
with  the  probable  value  of  each  of  diem,  and  of  the 
reservations  attached  to  each ;  the  extent  to  which 
Ihey  have  been  worked,  the  advantages  and  prozimi^ 
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of  emch  to  n^vigtbl*^  waton,  and  the  origin,  natvra, 
and  dxtent  of  any  claim  made4o  tham  bj  individaala 
or  oompaniaa ;  which  reporu  contain  all  tho  informa- 
tion at  praaent  poaaaaaed  on  tha  iuhjacta  of  the  aaid 
leaolataon. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Mjibcb  28, 1834. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  deemneDts 
irere  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  , 

aicovD. 


TotkeHimeo/R^praefUaHvtso/ihe  United  SkOes:    . 

In  oampfianQa  with  a  taaokition  of  the  Honaa  of 
Bopvaaentati^aay  of  the  14th  ii^atan^,  requcatiog  infor- 
mation whether  kn  adiraaceof  oompensalioo  had  been  j  the  third  time,  and  passwl  with  amen<hnein8. 
made  to  any  of  the  Commiaeionera  who  had  been  ap-  f  i 
pointed  ior  the  ezan)ination.of  the.titlea  and  daima 
4o  land  in  Florida,  and  by  vOx^t  aathority  aaeh  ad- 
vance, if  any,  had  been  made,  I  tcanamit  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  which  containa  the  info^ation 
ivqaired. 

JAMES  MONROfi. 

Mabcr  30,  1824. 


lief)  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to^a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Seluite,  entitled  ^An  act  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  tampike  company  in  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  of  Columbia^"  was  read 
.the  tiiird  time, and  passed  with  amendments. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *'An  act  ex- 
tending the.term  of  pensions  granted  to  persons  dis- 
abled, and  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who 
have  been  slain,  or  who  h^ve  died  in  consequence 
of  woimds  or  easdalties  received  -while  in  the  line 
of  their  duty  on  hoard  the  private  armed  ships  of 
the  United  States  during  the  late  war,"  was  read 


The 'Message  and  accompanying  documents. 
were  ordered  lo  Ve  on  thO'  table. 

^nian.' 

A  Message  enclosing  certain  papers  enumerated 
in  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  wnr,  relating  to 
the  compact  between  the  United  States  and  the 
State  of  Georffia,  entered  into  in  1602. — [For  this 
Message  and  Documents  see  debate.  Senate  prO^ 
ceedlngs  of  .April  l,anU.] — Referred  to  a  select 
coqamittee.  Mr.  Forsyth,  Mr.  Cutbbert,  Mr. 
McDnpriE,  Mr.  Cobb^  and  Mr.  LonG|  wer^  ap- 
pointed Ihe  committee. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  Honse  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  bill  to 
amend  the  several  acts  laying  duties  op,  imports, 
Mr.  CoRoicT  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Clat  took  the  floor,  cbont  eleven  o'clock, 
in  reply  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Barbour  delivered 
on  Friday,  and  in  support  of  the  general  princi- 
ples of  the  tariff  bill.  Mr.  C.  had  not  concluded, 
when  at  half- past  three  o'clock^he  gave  way  to 
a  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise;  and  the 
Committee  rose. 


WEOMBsnAY,  Ikfarch  31. 

fifr.' WicKLiFFE,  from  the  committee  to  which 
was  referred  a  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  -States,  communicating  a  report  of  ebgi- 
neers  apfiointed  to  exantine  and  survey  the  Ohiq 
and  Misfttssippi  rivers,  tnade  a  de.tailecr  report,  ac- 
companied bv  a  bill  appropriating  money  to  assist 
the* States  ot  Kentucky. and  Ohio  to  open  a  cadal 
aroond  the  falls  of  the  river  Ohio,  at  Louisville, 
in  Kentucky ;  which  was  read,  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houte  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  to  improve  the  navi-' 
gation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from,  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  made  a  report-  m  the  petition  of 
Jacob  Slough)  nccompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  r^ 


THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  w^nt  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  lay- 
ing duties  on  imports;  Mr.  Condict  in'  the  Chain 

Air.  Clat  concluded  his  remarks  on  the  general 
principles  of  the  tariff,  which  are  given  entire,  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
I'Mr.  Barbour)  has  embraced  the  occasion  pro- 
duced by  the  proposition  of  the  ^ntleman  from 
Tennessee,  to  'strike  out  the  mmimum  price  in 
the  billj  on  cotton  fabrics,  to  express  his  sentiments 
at  large  on  the  policy  of  the  peodmg  measure; 
and  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  mb  to  say.  that  he 
has  evinced  his  usual  good  temper,  abiiity^,  and 
decorum.    The  parts  of  the  bill  are  so  intermmgled 
and  interwpven  together,,  that  th^re  can  be  no 
doubt  ^f  the  fitness  of  this  occasion  to  exhibit  its 
merits  or  its  defects.    It  is  my  intention,  with  the 
permission  of 'the  Committee,  to  avail  mjrself  also 
of  this  opportunity, 'to  presei^t  to  its  consideration 
those  generat  views,  as  they  appear  to  toe,  of  the 
true  policy  of  this  country,  which  imperiously  de- 
mand the  passage  of  this  bill*    I  am  deeply  fusi- 
ble, Mr.  Chairman,  of  the  high  responsibility  of 
lAy  present  situation^    But  thftt  responsibility  in- 
spires me  with  no  other  apprehension  than  that  I 
snaU  be  unable  to  fulfil  my  duty ;  with  no  other 
solicitude  than  that  I  may,  at  least,  in  some  small 
degree,  contribute  to  recall  my  country  from  the 
pursnit  of  a  fatal  policy,  which  appears  to  me  in- 
evitably to  lead  to  its  impoverishment  and  ruin. 
I  do  feel  most  awfully  this  responsibility ;  and,  if 
it  were  allowable  for -us,  at  the  present  day,  to 
imitate  ancient  examples,  I  would  invoke  the  aid 
of  the  MofiT  HiGB. .  I  would  anxiously  and  fer- 
vently itDplore  His  divine  assistance ;   that  He 
woula.be  graciousltr  pleased  to  shower  on  my 
country  His  richest  niessidgs ;  and  that  He  would 
sustain,  on  this  interesting  occasion,  the  humble 
individual  who  stands  before  Him,  and  lend  him 
the  power,  inoral  and  physical,  to  perform  the 
solemn  duties  which  now  belong  to  his  public 
station. 

Two  classes  of  politicians  divide  the  peopleof  the 
United  States.  According  to  the  svstem  of  one. 
the  prodqce  of  foreign  industry  should  be  subjected 
to  no  other  impost  than  such  as  mav  he  necessary 
to  provide  a  public,  revenue ;  and  tne  produce  of 
American  industry  should  be  left  to  sustain  itsdfi 
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if  it  can,  with  no  other  than  that  incidental  p£o- 
tection^  m  its  competition,  at  home  as  well  as 
abroad,  with  riFai  foreign  articles.  According  to 
the  system  of  the  other  class,  whilst  they  agree 
that  tne  imposts  should  be  mainly,  and'  may^  un- 
der any  modifications,  be  safelv  relied  on  as  a  fit 
and  convenient  source  of  public., revenue,  they, 
would  so  adjust  and  arrange  the  duties  on  foreign 
iabrics  as  to  afibrd  a  gradual  but  adequate  protec- 
tion to  American  industry,  and  lessen  oar  depend- 
ance  on  foreign  nations,  bv- securing  a  ceptain, 
and,  ultimately,  a  cheaper  and  l^etter  supply  of  our 
own  wants  from  oUr  own  abundant  resources. 
Both, classes  are  equally  sincere  in  their  respective 
opinions,  equally  honest,  equally  patriotic,  and 
desirous  of  advancing  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try. In  the  discussion  and  consideration  of  these 
opposite  opinion^,  for  ihe  purpose  of  ascertaining 
which  has  the  support  of  truth  and  reasop,  we 
should,  therefore,  exercise  every  indulgence,  and 
the  greatest  -  spirit  of  mutual  moderation  and 
forbearance.  And,  in  our  deliberations  on  this 
great  question,  we  should  look  fearlessly  and  truly 
at  the  actual  condition  of  the  country,  retrace  the 
causes  which  have  brought  us  into  it,  and  snatch, 
if  po^ible,  a  view  of  the  future.  We  should, 
above  all,  consult  experience — the^  experience  of 
other  nations  as  well  as  opr  own,  as  our  truest 
and  niost  unerring  guide. 

In  casting  our  eye^  around  us,  the  most  promi- 
nent circumstance  which  fixes  our  attention,  and 
challenges  our  deepest  regret,  is,  the  general  dis« 
tress  which  pervades  the  whole  country.  It  is 
forced  upon  us  by  numerous  facts  of  the  most 
incontestable  character.  It  -is  indicated  by  the 
dinxinished  exports  of  native  produce  i  by  the  de- 
pressed and  reduced  state  of  our  foreign  navi^- 
tion4  by  our  diminished  commerce.;  by  successive 
unthreshed  crops  of  grain,  perishing  in  our  barns 
and  barn-yards  for  the  want  of  a  market}  by.  the 
alarming  diminution  of  the  circulation  medium; 
by  the  numerous  bankruptcies,  dot  lipiited  to  the 
trading  classes,  but  extending'  to  all  orders  of  so- 
ciety ;  by  an  universal  complaint  of  the  want  of 
employment,  and  a  consequent  reduction  of 'the 
wages  of  labor;  by  therav^fenous  pursuitafter  public 
situations,  not  for  the  sake  of  their  honors,  and  the 
performance  of  their  public  duties,  but  as  a  means 
of  private  subsistence ;  by  the  reluctant  resoi^t  to 
the  perUous  use  of  .paper  money ;  bv  the  interven- 
tion of  legislation  in  the  delicate  relation  between 
debtor  and  creditor;  and,  above  all,  by  the  low 
and  depressed  state'  of  the  value  of  almost  every 
description  of  the  whole  mass  of  t^e  properly  of 
the  nation,  which  has,  on  an  average,  sunk  not 
less  than  about  fifty  per  cent,  within  a  few  years. 
This  distress  pervades  every  part  of  the  Union, 
every  Gla$s  of  society  ;  all  ^el.  it,  (hough  it  may 
be  felt,  at  different  places,  in  different  degrees.  It 
is  like  the  atmosphere  which  surrounds  us—^U 
must  iijhale  it,  and  none  can  escape  it.  In  some 
places^  It  has  bursC'upon  our  people  without  a  sin-* 

?;le  mitigating  circumstance  to  temper  its  severity. 
n  others,  more  fortunate,  slight  alleviations  have 
been  experienced,  in  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
revenue,  and  in  other  favoring  ^causes.  .  A  Tew 


years  ago^  the  planting  interest  conscded  its^ 
with  its  happy  exemption ;  but  it  has  now  reached 
this  interest  also,  which  experiences,  though  with 
less  severity,  the  general  sufiisring.  It  is  most 
painful  to  me  to  attenipt  to  sketch  or  to  dwell  on 
the  gloom  of  this  picture.-  But  I  have  exaggerated 
nothing.  Perfect  fidelity  to  the  originu  would 
have  authorized  me  to  have  thrown  on  deeper  and 
dicker  hues.  And  it.  is  the  doty  of  the  statesman, 
no  less  than  that  of  the  physician,  to  survey,  with 
a  penetrating,  steady,  and  undisraayed  eye,  the 
actuflil  condition  of  the  subject  on  wJiieh  he  would 
operate  t  to  probe  to  the  bottom  thedisei^ses  of  the 
body  politic,  if  hewoiild  apply  efficacious  remedies. 
We  have  not,  thank  God,  suffered  in  any  great  de- 
gree for  food.  But  distress,  resulting  from  the  ab- 
sence of  a  supply  of  the  mere  physical  wants  of  our 
nature^  is  not  the  only,  nor,  perhaps,  the  keenest 
d istress,  tp  wh ic h  we  may  be  exposed ;  Moral  a  nd 
pectiniary  suffering  is,  if  possibie.  more  poignant. 
It  plunges  its  victim  into  hopeless  despair.  It 
poisons,  it  paralyzes,  the  spring  and  source  of  all 
ujseful  exertion.  .  Its  unsDariojg'  action  is  collateral 
as  well  as  direct.  It  falls  with  inexorable  force, 
at  the  same, time,  upon,  the  wretch^  family  -of 
embarrassment  and  insolvency,  and  upon  its  head. 
They  are  a  faithful  mirror,  refljecting  Jback  upoa 
him,  at  once,  his  own  frightful  image,  and  that, 
ho  less  appalling,  of  th^  dearest  objects  of  his  af- 
fection. What  is  the  oau^  of  this  wide-spreadiik«r 
distress,  of  this  d^ep  depression,  which  we  behold 
stamped  on  the  public  countenance  7  We  are  the 
same  people.  We  tave  the  same  country.  We 
cannot  arraign  the  bounty  of  Providence.  The 
showers  still  fall  in  the  same  grateful  abundance* 
The  sun  still  tasts  his' genial  and  vivifying  influ- 
ence upon  the  land ;  and  the  land,*  fertile  and  di- 
versified in  its  soils  as  .ever,  yields  to  the  indus- 
trious cultivator,  in  boundless  profusion,  its  accus- 
tomed fruits,  its  richest  treasures.  Our  vigor  is 
unimpaired.  Our  industry  has  not  relaxed.  If 
ever  the  accusation  of  wasteful  extra  vaganeeconld 
be  made  against  our  people,  it  cannot  now  be  justly 
preferred.  .  They,  on  the  contrary,  for  t&e  few  last 
years  at  least,  have  been  practising  the  most  rigid 
economy.  The  causes,  then,  of  our  present  afluc- 
tien,  whatever  they  may  be,  are  human  causes^ 
and  human  causes  not  c|iargeable  upon  the  people, 
in  their  private  dnd  individual  celations. 

What,  again  I  would  ask,  is  the  cause  of  the 
unhappy  condition  of  our  country,  which  I  have 
faintly  depicted  ?  It  is  to.'  be  found  in  the  ^&ct 
that,  during  almost  the  whole  existence  of  this 
Government,  w«  h%ve  shaped  our  industry,  our 
navigation,  and  our  commerce,  in  reference  to  an 
extraordinary  war  in  Europe,  and  to  foreign  mar- 
kets, wbi(ih  no  longer  exist;  In  the  fact  that  we 
haye  depended  too  much  upon  foreign  sources  of 
supply,  and  excited  too  iitUh&  the  native;  in  the 
fact  that,  whilst  we  have  -cultivated,  with  assid- 
uous care,  our  foreign  resources,  we  nave  suffered 
those  at  home  to  wither,  in  a  state  of  neglect  and 
abandonment.  The  consequence  of  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war  of  Europe  has  been  the  resump- 
tion of  European  commerce,  European  navigar 
tion,  and  the  extension,  of  European  agriculture 
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and  European  industry,  in  all  its  branches.    Eu- 
ro^, therefore,  bas  no  longer  occasion  to  any 
thing  like  the  same  extent  as  that  which  she 
had  during  her  wars,  for  American  commerce, 
American  navigation,  the  produce  of  American 
industry.     Europe  in  commotion,  and  convuked 
throughout  ail  her  members,  is  to  America  no 
loDgfr  the  same  Europe  as  sh6  is  no^,  tranquil, 
and  watching  with  the  most  visilant  attention  all 
her  own  peculiar  interests,  without  regard  to  the 
operation  of  her  policy  upon  us.    The  effect  of 
this  altered  state  of  Europe  upon  us  has  hieen  to 
circumscribe  the  employment  of  our  marine,  and 
greatly  to  redqce  the  value  of  the  produce  of  our 
tenitoiial  labor.    The  further  effect  df  this  two- 
fold rednctioq  has  been  to  decrease 'the  value  of 
all  property^  whether  on  the  land  of  on  the  ocean, 
and  which  I  suppose  |o  be  about  fifty  per  cent 
And  the  still  further  effect  has  been> to  diminish, 
the  amount  of  our  circulating  medium,  in  a  pro- 
portion not  less  bv  its  transmission  abroad,  or  its 
withdrawal  by  the  banking  institutions,  from  a 
necessity  .which  they  could  not  control.    The 
qaantity  of  money,  in  whatever  form*  it  may  be. 
which  a  nation  wants,  is  in  proportion  tb  the  xotal 
mass  of  its  wealth,  and  to^  the  activity  of  that 
wealth.    A  nation  that  has  but  little  wealth,  has 
bat  a  limited  want  of  money.    In  stating  the  fact, 
therefor^,  that  the  total  wealth  of  the  country  has 
diminished,  within  a  few  years,  in  a  ratio  of  about 
fifty  per  cent.,  we  shall  at  once  fully  ^omprehenii 
the  inevitable  reductiqn  which  must  Jukve  ensued 
in  the  total  quantity  of  the  circulating  medium  of 
the  country.     A  nation  i»  most  prosperous  when 
there  b  a  gradual  and  un tempting  addition  to  the 
Aggregate  of  its  circulating  medium.    It  is  in  a 
condition  the  most  adverse,  when  there  is  a  rapid 
diminution  in  the  quantity  of  the  circulating  me^ 
dium,and  a  consequent  depression  in  the  value  of 
property.    In  the  iormer  case,  the  v^ealth  of  indi-, 
viduals  insensibly  increases^'  and  ihcomf  keeps 
ahead  of  ezpehditure.    But,  ^n  the  latter  instance, 
debts  have  been  contracted, \^nga£[ements  made, 
and  habits  of  expense  established,  in  reference  to 
the  existing  stslte  of  wealth  and  of  its  representa- 
tive.   When  these  come  to  be  greatly  reduced, 
individuals  find  theijr  debts  still  existing,  their  en- 

figements  unexecuted,  and  their  habits  inveterate, 
hey  see  themselves  in  the  possession  of  th^  same 
property  on  which,  in  good  faith,  they  had  boand 
themselves.  But  that  property,  without  their  fault, 
possesses  no  longer  the  same  value }  and  hence, 
discontent,  impQverishment,  and  ruin  arise.  L^t 
ns  suppose,  Mr.  Chairman.,  that  Europe  was  aigs^in 
the  theatre  of  such  a  general  war  as  recently 
laged  throughout  all  her  dominions-*-such  a  state 
of  the  war  as  existed  in  her  greatest  exertions  and 
in  our  greatest,  prosperity — mstantly  there  would 
arise  a  greedy  demand  for  the  surplus  produce  of 
our  industry,  for  our  commerce,  for  our  naviga- 
tion. The  languor  which,  now  prevails  in  our 
cities,  and  in  our  seaports;  wquld  give  way  to  an 
animated  activity.  Our  roads  and  rivers  would 
be  crowded  witii  the  produce  of  the  interior. 
Every  where  we  should  witness  excited  industry. 
The  precious  metal&  would  reflow  from  abrqad 


upon  vs.  Banks,  which  have  maintained  their 
credit,  would  revive  their  busineiss,  and  new  banks 
would  be  established  to  take  the  place  of  those 
which  have  sunk  beneath  the  general  pressure; 
for,  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  th%t  they  have  pro- 
duced our  present  adversity ;  they  have  somewhat 
aggravated  it,  but  they  were  the  efiect  and  the 
evidence  of  our  prosperity.  Prices  would  again 
get  up ;  the  former  value  of  property  would,  be  re- 
stored ;  and  those  embarrassed  persons  who  have 
not  been  already  overwhelmed  by  the.times,  would 
suddenly  find,  in  the  augmented  value  oif  their 
property,  and  the  renewal  of  their  busines^^  amd[e 
means  to  extricate  themselves  from  all  their  diffi" 
culties.  <  The  creates t  want  of  civilized  society  is 
a  market  for  the  sale  and  exchange  of  the  surplus 
of  the  produce  of  the  labor  oj  its  members.  This 
market  may  exist  at  home  or  abroad,  or  both,  but 
it  qaust  exist  somewhere,  if. society  prospers;  and 
wherever  it  does  exist,  it  should  be  competent  to 
the  absorption  of  the  entire  sprplus  of  production. 
It  is  most  desirable  that  there  should  be  both  a 
home  and  a  foreign  market.  But,  with  respect  to 
their  relative  superiority,  I  cannot  entertain  a 
doubt.  .Tlie  home  market  is  first  in  order,  and 
^paramount  in  importance.  '  The  object  of  the  bill 
uAder  consideration  is  to  create  xhishome  market, 
and  to  lay  the  foundations  of  .a  genuine  American 
policy.  It  is  opposed ;  and  it  is  incumbent  upon 
the, partisans  ot  the  foreign  policy  (terms  which  I 
shall  us^  without  any  invidious*  intent)  to  demon- 
strate that  the  foreign  market.is  an  adequate  vent 
for  the  surplus  produce  of  our  labor.  But  is  it  so  ? 
1.  Foreign  nations  cannot,  it  they  would,  take 
our  surplus  produce.  If  the  source  of  .supply,  no 
matter  of  what,  increases  In  a  sreater  ratio  than 
the  demand  for  that  supply,  a  glut  of  the  market 
is  inevitable,  even  if  we  suppose  both  to  remain 
perfectly  unobstructed*.  The  duplication  of  our 
popOlation  takes  place  in  terms  of  about  twenty- 
five  ydars.  The  term  will  be  more  and  more  ex- 
tended as  our  numbers  multiply.  But  it  will  be  a 
sufficient  i^pp^ximatiop  to  assume  this  ratio  /or 
the  present.  We  increase,  therefore,  in  popula- 
tion at  the  rate  -of  about  four  per  cent,  per  annum. 
Supposing  the  increase  of  our  production  to  be  in 
the  same  ratio,  we  should,  ev^ry  succeeding  year, 
have,  of  surplus  produce,  four  per  cent.hiore  than 
that  of  the  preceding  year,  without  taking  into 
the  accoOnt  tne  differences  of  seasons  which  neu- 
tralize each  other.  If,  therefore,  we  are  to  rely 
upon  the  foreign  market  exclusively,  foreign  con- 
sumption ought  to  be  shown  to  be  increasinjf  in 
the  same  ratii^  of  four  per.  cent,  per  annum,  if  it 
be  an'adequate  vent  for  our  surplus  produce.  But, 
-as  L  have  supposed  the  measure  of  our  increasing 
pi-o^uction  to  be  f^rnished  by  that  of  our.  increas- 
ing population ;  so* the  measure  o£  their  power  of 
consumption  must  be  determined,  by  that  of  the 
increase  of  their  population.  Now,  the  total  for- 
eign population,  who  consume  our  surplus  pro- 
duce, upon  an  average,  do  not  dpuble  their  aggre- 
gate number  in  a  shorter  term  than  that  of  about 
one  hundred  yesLis,  Our  powers  of  production 
increase  then  in  a  ratio  four  times  greater  than 
their  powers  of  consumption.    And  hence  their 
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titter  inabflity  to  receive  from  us  our  surplus  pro- 
duce. 

Bat,  secondly ;  if  they  could,  Ihey  will  not.  The 
policy  of  all  Europe  is  adverse  to  the  reception  of 
our  agricultufal  prodm;e,'.so  far  as  it  comes  into 
collision  with  its  own ;  and,  under  that  limitation, 
we  are  absolutely  forbid  to  enter  their  ports,  ex- 
cept under  circumstances,  which  deprive  them  of 
all  value  as  a  steady  market.  The  policy^  of  all 
Europe  rejects  those  ^reat  staples  of  our  country, 
which  consist  of  objects  of  numan  subsistence. 
The  pcflicy  of  all  Europe  refuses  to  receive  from 
us  any  thing  but  those  raw  materials  of  smaller 
value,  essential  to  their  manufactures,  to  which 
they  can  give  a  higher  value,  with  the  exception 
of  tobacco  and  rice,  which  they. cannot  produce. 
Even  Gr'&at  Britain j  to  which  we  are  its  -oest  cus- 
tomer^ and  froin.  which  we  receive  nearly  one 
half  in  value  of  our  whole  imports,  will  not  take 
from  us  articles  of  subsistence  produced  jn  our 
country  cheaper  thtw  can  be  produced  in  Great 
Britain.  In  adopting  this  exclusive  policy,  the 
8tates  of  Europe  do  not  inquire  what  is  best  Yor 
us,  but  what  suits  themselves,  respectively  ;  they 
do  not  take  jurisdiction  of  the  question  ot  our  in-^ 
terests,  but  limit  the  object  of  their  legislation  ta 
that  of  the  conservation  of  their  own  peculiar*  in- 
terests, leaving  us  ttee  to' prosecute  oura  as  we 
please.  They  -do  not  guide  themselves  by  that 
romantic  philtmthropy,  which  we  see  displayed 
here,  and  which  iniwkes  us  to  continue  to  pur- 
chase the  produce  of  foreign  industry,  wfthout 
regard  to  the  state  or  prosperity  of  our  own,  that 
forei^ers  may  be  pleased  to  purchase  the  few  re- 
mainiAff  articles  of  ours  which  their  restrictive 
policy  has  not  yet  absolutely  excluded  from  their 
consumption.  What  jsort  of  a  figure  would  a 
member  of  the  British  Parliament  have  made — 
what  sort  of  a  raception  would  his  opposition 
have  obtained,  if  he^had  remonstrated  against  the 
passage  of  the  corn  law,  by  which  British  con- 
sumption is^  limited  to  the  breadstufis  of  British 
production,  to  the  entire  •exclusion  of  American, 
and  stated  that  America  could  not,  and  woulcf 
not,  byy  British  manufactures,  if  Britain  dfd  not 
buy  Amerioi^n  flour  ? 

Both  the  inability  and  the  policy  of /oreign 
Powers,  then,  forbid  Us  to  rely  upon  the  foreign 
market  as  being  an  adequate 'vent  for  the  surplus 
produce  of  American  labor.'  Now,  let  us  see  if 
this. general  reasoning  is  not  fortified  and  con- 
firmed by  the  actual,  experience  of  this  country. 
If  the  foreign  market  may  be  safely*' relied  upon  as 
furnishing  an  adequate  ^demand  for  our  surplus 
produce,'  then  the  official  document  will  show  a 
progressive  increase,  from  year  to  year,  in  the  ex- 
ports of  our  natiye  produce,  in  a  proportion  equal 
to  that  which  I  have  suggested.  If,  (m  the  con- 
trary, we  shall  find'  from  them  that,  for  a  long 
term  of  past  years,  some  of  our  iQost  valuable  sta- 
ples have  retrograded,  some -remained  stationary, 
and  others  advanced  but  little,  if  any,  in  amount, 
with  the  ei^ception  of  cotton,  the  deductions  of 
reason  and  the'  lessons  of  experience  will  alike 
command  us  to  withdraw  our  confidence  in  the 
competency  of  the  foreign  market.     The  total 


amount  of  all  our  elpol'ts  of  domestic  produce  for 
the  yeaf,  beginning  in  1795,  and  ending  on  the 
30th  September,  1796,  was  $40,764,097.  Esti- 
mating the  increase  according  to  the  ratio  of  the 
increase  of  our  population,  that  i8»at  four  per  cent, 
per  annum,  the  amount  of  the  exports  of  the  same 

froduce  In  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  Septem- 
er  last,  ought  to  have  been  985,420^861.  It  was 
in  fact  only  $47,155,408..  Taking  the  average  of 
five  years,  from  1803  to  1807.  inclusive,  the  amount 
of  native  produce  exported  Was  $43,202,751  for 
edch  of  those  years.  Estimating  what  it  ought 
to  have  been,  during  the  last  year,  applying  the 
principle  suggested  to  that  amount,  there  should 
have  been  exported  $77,766,751,  instead  of  $47,- 
155,408.  If  these  comparative  amounts  of  the 
aggre^te  actual  exports,  and  what  they  ought  to 
have  been,  be  discouraging,  we  shall  find,  on  de- 
scending into  particulars,  still  less  cause  of  satis- 
faction. The  export  of  jtobacco  in  1791  was  112,- 
428  ho^head^.  That  was  the  year  of  thtr  largest 
exportation  of  that  article ;  but  ir  is  the  only  in- 
stance of  which  I  have  selected  the  maximum  of 
exportation^  The  amount  of  what  we' ought  to 
have  exported  last  year,  estimated  according  to 
the  scale  of  increase  which  I  have  used,  is  266,332 
hogsh^ds.  The  actual  export  was  99,009  hoga- 
heads.  We  exported  in  1823  the  quantity  of 
1,311,853  barrels  of  flour ;  and  ought  to  have  ex- 
ported last  year  2,361,333  barrels.  We,  in  fact, 
exported  only  756,702  barrels.  Of  that  quantity 
we  sent  to  Sotith  America  150.000  barrels,  ac- 
cording to  a  statement  furnished  me  by  the  dili- 
gence of  a  friend  near  me,  (Mr.  J*oin8ETt,)  to 
whose  Valuable  mass  of  accurate  information,  in 
regard  to  thart  interesting  quarler  of  the  world,  I 
have.had  occasion  frequently  to  apply.  But  that 
demand  is  temporary,  growing  out  of  the  existing 
state  of  war.  Whenever  pea^ce  is  restored  to  it, 
and  I  now  hope  that  the  day  is  no(  distant  when 
its  independence  will  be  generaily  acknowledged, 
there  cannot  be  a  doabt  that  it  will  supply  its  own 
consumption.  In  all  parts  of  it,  the  soil,  either 
from  climate  or  elevation,  is  weU  adapted  to  the 
culture  of  wheat ;  and^nowhere  can  better  wheat 
be  produced  than  in  some  nortions  of  Mexico  and 
Chili.  Slill  the  market  o/South  America  is  one 
which,  on  other  accounts,  deserves  the  greatest 
consideration.  And  I  congratulate  you,  the  Com- 
mittee, and  the  country,  on  the  recent  adoption  of 
a  more  auspicious  policv  towards  it. 

We  exported,  in  1802.  Indian  corn  to  the 
amount  or  2,074,008,  bushels — the  quantity  should 
have  been,  in  1823,  3,734,288  bushels.  The  ac- 
tual quantity  exported  was  749,034  bushels,  or 
about  oqe-fifth  of  what  it  should  have  been,  and  a  . 
little  more  than  one-third  of  what  it  was  more 
than  twenty  years  ago.  We  ought  not  tben  to  be 
surprised  at  the  extreme  depression  of  the  price  of 
that  article,  of  which  I  have  heard  my  honorable 
friend  (Mr.  Bassbtt)  opmplain,  nor  of  the  dis- 
tress ot  the  com-ffro wing  districts  adjacent  to 
Chesapeake  bay.  We  exported  77,934  barrels  of 
beef  in  1803,  and  last  year  but  61,418,  instead  of 
140,274  barrets.  In  the  same  vear,  (1803,)  we 
exported  96,602  barrels  of  porK,  and  last  year 
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55,529,  instead  of  173,882  barrels.    Rice  has  not 
advanced,  by  any  means,  in  the  proportion  which 
it  ought  to  ha7e  done.    Ail  the  small  articles — 
such  as  cheese,  butter,  candles,  dbc,  too  minute 
to  detail,  but  important  in  their  aggregate — have 
also  materially  diminished.     Cotton  alone  has 
advancSed.    Bat  whilst  the  qa,antitY  of  it  is  aug- 
mented, its  actual  value  is  considerably  dimin- 
ished.   The  total  quantity  last  yearr  exceeded  that 
of  the  preceding  yeat  by  niear  thirty  millions  of 
pounds.    And  yet  the  total  value  of  the  year  of 
smaller  exportation  exceeded  that  of  the  last  year 
by  upwards  of  thi^e  and  a  half  millions  of  dol- 
lars.-  If  this  article  (the  capacitv'of  our  country 
to  produce  which  Was  scarcely  Known  in  1790) 
were  subtracted  from.the  mass  of  oor  exports,  the 
Talue  of  the  residue  would  only  be  a  little  up- 
wards of  ^.000,000  during  the  last  year.    The 
distribution  of  th^  articles  of  our  exports  through- 
out the  United  States  'cannot  fail  to  fix  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee.    Of  ilse  $47,155,408,  to 
which  they  ainounled  last  year,  three  articles 
alone — cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco — composed  toge- 
ther 928,549,177.    Now,  these  articles  are  chiefly 
produced  to  the  Sbuth.    And  if  we  estimate  that 
portion  of  our  population  who  are  actually  en* 
gaged  in  their  culture,  it  tvould  probably  not  ex- 
ceed two  millions.    Thus,  then,  less  than  one-fifth 
of  the  whole* population  .of  the' United  States 
produced  upwards  of  one-half— -nearly  two-thirds 
—of  the  entire  Ttflue  of  the  exports  of  the  last 
year. 

Is  fhisibreign  market,  so  incompetent  at  pres- 
ent, and  which,  limited  as  its  demands  are,  oper- 
ates so  unequally  upon  the'  productive  labor  of 
our  country,  likely  to  improve  in  future  ?    If  lam 
correct  in  the  view^  wnich  I  have  presented  to 
the  Committee,  it  must  become  worse  and  worse. 
What  can  improve  it  ?    Europe  will  not  abandon 
her  owa  agrtcjilture  to  foster  ours.     We  may 
even  anticipate  that  she  will  jnore  and  more  enter 
into  competition  with  us  in  the  supply  of  the 
West  lodta  market.    That  of  South  America,  for 
article  of  sob^istencfe,  will  prdbably  soon  vanish. 
The  valae  of  our  exports,  for  the  future,  may 
remain  at  about  "what  it  was  last  year.    But  |f  we 
do  not  create  some  new  market ;  if  we  persevere 
in  the  existing  pursuits  of  agriculture ;  the  inev- 
itable consequence  jfnust  be  to  augment ^  greatly 
the  quantity  of  our  produce,  and  to  lessen  its  value 
in  the  foreign  market.'    Can  there  be  a  doubt  on 
this  point?    Take  the  article  of  cotton,  for  exam- 
ple, which  is  almost  the  only  article  that  now 
remunerates  labor  and  capital.  •  A  certain  descrin- 
tioQ  of  labor  is  powerfully  attracted  towards  tne 
cotton-growing  country.    The  cultivation  will  be 
greatly  extended:  the  aggregate  amount  annu- 
ally produced  will  be  vastly  augmented. '   The 
price  will  fall.    The  more  unfavorable  soils  will 
then  be  gradually  abandoned^     And  I  have  no 
doubt  that,  in  a  few  years,  it  will  cease  ttf  be  prof- 
itably produced  any  where  north  of  the  thirty- 
fourth  degree  of  latitude.    But,  in  the  mean  time, 
large  numbers  of  the  cotton  growers  will  suffer 
|be  greatest  distress.    And  whilst  this  distress  is 
uiought  upon  our  own  country,  foreign  industry 


will  be  stiinulated  by  the  very  cause  which  occa- 
sions our  distress.  For,  by  surcharging  the  mar- 
kets abroad,  the  price  of  the  raw  material  being 
reduced,  the  manufacturer  will  be  able  to  supply 
cotton  fabrics  cheaper,  and  the  consumption  in 
his  own  country,  and  in  foreign  nations,  other  than 
ours,  (where  the  value  of  the  import  must,  be  lim- 
ited to  th^  value  of  the  export,  which  I  have  sup- 
posed to  remain  the  same,)  being  proportionabty 
extended,  there  will  be  consequently  an  increased 
demand  for  the  produce  of  his  industr]^. 

Our  agricultural  is  our  greatest  interest.^  It 
oughfever  to  be  predominant.  All  others  should 
bend  lo  it.  And,  in  considering  what  is.  for  its 
advantage,  we  should  contemplate  it  in  all  its  va- 
rieties, of  planting,  farining,  and  grazing.  Can 
we  do  nothing  to  invigorate  it  ?  nothing  to  correct 
the  errors  oi  the  past,  and  to  brighten  the  still 
more  unpromising  prospects  which  lie  before  us? 
We  have  seen,  I  think,  the  causes  of  the  distresses 
of  the  couqtry.  W&  have  seen  that  an  exclusive 
dependence  upon  the  foreign  market  must  lead  to 
still' seveVer  distress,  to  impoverishment,  to  ruin. 
^  We  must  then  change  soipewhat  our  course..  We 
musfgive  a  new  direction  to  some  portion  of  our 
industry.  We  must  speedily  adopt  a  genuine 
American  policy.  Still  cherishing  a  foreign 
martcet,  let  us  create  also  a  home  market,  to 
give  further  scope  to  the  consumption  of  the 
produce  of  American  industry.  Let  us  counter- 
act the  policv  of  foreigners,  and  withdraw  the 
support  wbicn  we  novi^  give  to  their  industry,  and' 
stimulate  that  of  x>\it  own  countty.  It  should  be 
a  prominent  object  with  wise  legislators,  to  multi- 
ply the  vocations  and  extend  the  business  of  socie- 
ty, as  far  as  It  can  be  done  bv  the  protection  of 
our  interests  at  home,  against  the  injurious  effects 
of  foreigii  legislation.  Suppose  we  were  a  nation 
of  fishermen,  or  of  skippers,  to  the  exclusion  of 
every  other  occupation,  and  the  Legislature  had 
the  power  to  introduce  the  pursuit?  of  agriculture 
and  manufactures,  would  not  our  happiness  be 
promoted  by  an  exertion  of  its  authority?  All 
the  existing  employments  of  society,  the  learned 
professions,  commerce,  agriculture,  are  now  ovec- 
nowing.  We  stand  in  each  other's  way.  Hence, 
the  wanf  of  employment.  Hence,  the  eager  pur- 
suit aAer  public  s'tations,  which  I  have  before 
glanced  at.  I  have  been  again  and  agaiii  shocked, 
during  this  session,  by  instances  of  solicitation  for 
places  before  the  vacancies  existed.  The  pulse  of 
incumbents,  who  happen  to  be  taken  ill,  is  not 
marked  with  more  anxiety  by  the  attending  phy- 


at  our  door,  and  the  gallantry  of  whose  patriotism 
deserves  to  be  noticed,  because  it  was  displayed 
when  that  virtue  was  most  i&re  and  most  wanted, 
on  a  memorable  occasion,  in  this  unfortunate  city, 
became  indisposed  some  weeks  ago.  The  first  in- 
telligence which  I  had  of  his  dangerous  illness, 
was  by  an  application  for  his  unvaca ted  place.  1 
hastened  to  assure  myself  of  the  extent  oi  his  dan- 
ger, and  was  happy  to  find  that  the  eagerness  of 
succession  outstripped  the  progress  of  disease.  By 
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creating, a  new  and  extensive  busiaess,  then,  we 
should  not  only  give  employment  to  those  who 
want  it,  and  augment  the  sum  of  national  wealth 
by  all  that  this  new  business  would  create,  but 
we  should  n^llorate'the  condition  of  those  who. 
ar^  now  engaged  in  existing  employments.  In 
£ur6pe,  particularly  in  Great  Britain,  their  lar^e 
standing  armies,  large  navies,  large  even  on  their 
peace  arrangement,  uieir  established  church,  afford 
to  their  population  employments  which,  in  that 
?espect«  the  happier  constitution  of  our  Grovern- 
ment  does  not  tolerate  but  in  a  very  limited  de- 
gree. The.  peace  establishments  of  our  Army  and 
our  Navy  are  extremely  small,  and  I.  hope  ever  will 
be.  We  have  no  established  church,  and  i  trust 
never  shall  have.  In  proportion  as  the  enterprise 
of  our  citizens  in  public  employments  is  circum- 
scribed, should  we  excite  and  invigorate  it  in  pri- 
vate pursuits. 

The  creation  of  a  home  market  is  not  only  ne- 
cessary to  procure  for  our  agriculture  a  just  re- 
ward of  its  labors,  but  it  is  mdispensable  to  obtain 
a  supply  of  our  necessary  wants.  If  we  cannot 
sell,  we  cannot  buy.  That  portion  of  our  popu- 
lation (and  we  have  seen  that  it  is  not  less  than 
four-fifjihs)  which  makes  comparatively  nothing 
that  foreigners  will  buy,  ha$  nothing  to  make  pur- 
chases with  from  foreigners.  It  is  in  vain  that 
we  are  told  of  the  amount  of  our  exports,  supplied 
by  the  planting  interest.  They  may  .enable  the 
*planting  interest  to  supply  all  its  wants ;  but  they 
oring  no  ability  to  the  ii^terests  not  planting,  un- 
less, which  cannot  be  pretended,  the  planting  in- 
terest was  an  adequate  resxi  for  the  surplus  pro- 
du(^e  of  the  labor  of  all  other  interests.  It  is  in 
vain  to  tantalize  us  with  the  greater  cheapness  of 
foreign  fabrics.  There  must  be  an  ability  to  par- 
chase,  if  an  article  be  pbtained,  whatever  may  be 
the  price,  high  or  low,  at  which  it  was  sold.  And 
a  bheap  article  is  as  inudh  beyond  the.  grasp  of 
him  who  has  no  means  to  buy,  as  a  high  one. 
Even, if  it  were  trile  that  the  American  manufac- 
turer would. supply  consumption  at  dearer  rates, 
it  is  better  to  have  his  fabrics  than  the  unattain- 
able foreign  fabrics;  for  it  is  better  to  be  ill  sup- 
plied than  not  supplied  at  alL  A'  coarse  poat, 
which  will  communicate  warmth  and  cover 
nakedness,  is  better  than  no  coat.  The  superior- 
ity of  the  nome  market  results,  1st,  from  its  steadi- 
ness and  comparative  certain tjr  at  all  times ;  2d, 
from  the  creation  of  reciprocal  interests ;  3d,  from 
its  gireater  security ;  and,  lastly,  from  an  ultimate 
and  not  distant  augmentation  of  consumption, 
and,  consequently,  of  cpmfort'  from  increi^sed 
quantity  and  reduced  prices.  But  thb  home  mar- 
ket, highly  desirable  as  it  is^  can  only  be  created 
and  cherished  by  the  protection  of  our  own  legis- 
lation against  the  inevitable  prostration  of  our  in- 
dustry, which  must  ensue  from'the  action  t)f  for- 
eign policy  and  legislation.  The  effect  and  the 
value  of  this  domestic  care  of  our  own  interests 
will  be  obvious  from  a  few  facts  and  consider- 
ations. Let  us  suppose  that  half  a  million  of 
persons  are  now  employed  abroad,  in  fabricating 
lor  our  consumption  those  articles  of  which,  by 
the  operation  of  this  bill,  a  supply  is  intended  to 


be  provided  within  ourselves.  That  half  a  mil- 
lion of  persons  are,  in  effect,  subsisted  by  us;  but 
their  actual  means  of  subsistence  are  drawn  froni 
foreign  agriculture.  If  we  could  transport  iheia 
to  .this  country,  and  incorporate  ihem  in  the  mass 
of  our  own  population,  there  would  instantly^ 
arise  a  demand  tor  an  amount  of  provisions  equal 
to  that  which  would  be  requisite  lor  their  sui)^t> 
ence  throughout  the  whole  year.  Tha.t  demand, 
in  the  article  of  flour  alone,  ^would  not  be  less 
than  the  quantity  of  about  9(K),0d0  barrels,  besides 
a  proportionate  quantity  of  beef  and  pork,  and 
other  articles  of  subsistence.  But  900,000  barrels 
of  flour  exceeded  the  eprtire  quantity  exported  last 
year,  by  nearly  150,000  barrels.  What  activity 
would  not  this  give?  What  cheerfulness  would 
it  ixQ\  communicate  to  our  now  dispirited  farming 
interest?  But  if,  instead  of  these  five  hundred 
thousand  artisans  emigrating  from  abroad,  we 
give,  by  this  bill,  efriploynient  to  an  equal  number 
of  our  own  citizen's  now  engaged  in  unprofitable 
agriculture,  or  idle,  from  the  want  of  business,  the 
beneficial  effect  upon  the  productions  of  our  farm- 
ing lab^r  would  be* nearly  doubled.  The  quantity 
would  be  diminished  by  a  sabtraction  of  the  pro- 
duce from  the  labor  of  all  those  who  should  be 
diverted  from  its  pursuits  to  ipanufacturing  indus- 
try; and  the  value  of  the  residue  would  be  en- 
hanced, both  by  that  diminution  and  the  creation 
of  the  home  market  to'the  extent  supposed.  And 
the  hpnorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  may  re- 
press any  apprehensions  which  he  entertains,  that 
the  plough  will  be  abandoned^  and  pur  fields  re- 
main unsown.  For.  under  all  thci  modifications 
of  social  industry,  if  you  will  secure  to  it  a  just 
reward,  the.greater  attractions  of  agriculture  will 
give  to  it  that  proud  superiority  which  it  has  al- 
ways tnaintained.  If  we  suppose  no  actual  aban- 
don menl  of  farming,  but,  what  is  most  likely,  a 
gradual  and  imperceptible  employment  o£  popula- 
tion in  the  business  of  manufacXuring,  instead  of 
being  compelled  \o  resort  to  agriculture,  the  salu- 
tary effect  "would  be  nearly  the  same.  Is  any  part 
of  our  common  country  lixely  to  be  injured  by  a 
transfer  6f  the  theatre  of  fabrication  fort)Uc  own 
consumptiou  fram  £urope  to  America'?  All  that 
those  parts,  if  any  there  be,  which  will  no^  or 
cannot,  engage  in  manufactures,  should  require, 
is,. that  their  consumption  should  be  Well  supplied ; 
and  if  the  objects  of  that  consumption  are  pro- 
duced in  other  parts  of  the  Union  that  can  manu- 
facture, far  from  having,  on  that  acpount,  any  just 
cause  of  complaint,  their  patriotism  will  And 
ought  to  incu'lcatea  cheerful  acquiescence  in  what 
essentially  contributes,  and  is  indispensabljr  neces- 
sary, to  the  prosperity  of  the  comqion  family. 

The  great  desideratum  in  political  economy  is 
the  same  as  in  private  pursuits — that  is,  What  is 
the  best  application  of  the  aggregate  industry  of 
a  nation,  that  can  be  made  honestly  to  produce 
the  largest  sum  of  national  wealth?  Labor  is 
the  source  of  all  wealth,  but  it  is  not  natural  la- 
bor only ;  .-and  the  fundamental  error  p£  the  gen- 
tjeman  from  Virginia',  and  of  the  school  to  which 
he  belongs,  in  adducing,  from  our  ijparse  popula- 
lation,  our  unfitness  for  the  introduction  of  the 
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arts,  consists  in  their  not  sufficiently  weighing  the 
importance  of  the  power  of  machinery.    In  for- 
mer times,  when  but  little  comparative  use  was 
made  of  machinery,  manual  labor  and  the  price 
of  wages  were  circumstances  of  the  greatest  con- 
sideration.    But  it  is  far  otherwise  in  these  latter 
times.    Such  are  the  iooprovements  and  the  per- 
fections in  machinery,  that^  in  analyzing  the  com- 
pound value  of  many  fabrics,  the  element  of  nat- 
ural labor  is  so  inconsiderable  as  almost  to  escape 
detection.     This  truth  is  demonstrafed  by  many 
facts.     Formerly,  Asia^  in  cootsequence  of  the 
density  of  her  population^  and  the  consequent 
lowness  of  wa^es  laid  Europe  under  tribute  for 
many  of  her  nbrics.    Now  Kurope  reacts  upon 
Asia,  and  Great  Britain,  in  particular,  throws 
backvupon  her  countless  millions  of  people  the 
rich  treasures  produced  by  artificial  labor,  to  a 
vast  amount,  infinitely  cheaper  than  they  can  be 
manufactured  by  the  natural  exertions  of  that 
portion  of  the  fflobe.    But^  Britain  is  herself  the 
mo^t  striking  ilTustratiod  of  the  immense  power  of 
machinery.    Upon  what  other  principle  can  Toa 
account  for  the  enormous  wealth  which  she  nas 
accumulated,  and  which  she  annually  produces? 
A  statistical  writer  of  that  country,  several  year^ 
ago,  estimated  the  total  amount  ot  the  artificial 
or  machine  labor' of  the  nation  to  be  equal  to  that 
of  one  hundred  millions  bf  able-bodied  laborers. 
Subsequent  estiipates  of  her  artificial  labor^  at  the 
present  day,  carry  it  to  the  enormous  height  of 
two  hundred  millions.    But  the  pppulacion  of  the 
Three  Kingdoms  is  21,500,000.    Supposing  that 
to  furnish  able-bodied  labor  to.  the  amoum  of 
4,000,000,  the  natural-  labor  will  be  but  two  per 
cent,  of  the  artificial  labor.    In  the  production  of 
wealth,  she  operates,  therefore,  by  ji  power  ^in- 
cluding the  whole  population)  of  221,500,000 ;  or, 
in  other  words,  hj  a  powec  eleven  .times  greater 
than  the^total  of  her  natural  power.    If  we  sup* 
pose  the  maehiDe  labor  of  theXJnited  States  to  be 
equal  to  that  of  10,000,000  of  abk-bodi^  men, 
the  United  States  will  operate,  in  the  creation  of 
wealth,  by  a  power  (including  all  thei^  popula- 
tioa)  of  20.000,000.    In  the  creation  of  wealth, 
therefore,  toe  power  of  Great  Britain,  complured 
to  that  of  the  United  States^  is  as  eleven  to  one. 
That  these  views  are  not  imaginltry,  will  be,  I 
think,  evinced,  by  contrasting  the  wealth/  the 
revenue,  the  power,  of  the  two  countries.    Upon 
what  other  hypothesis  can  we  explain  those  al- 
most incredible  exertions  which  Britain  m^de 
during  the  late  wars  of 'Elurope?    Look  at  he^ 
immense  subsidies]    Behold  her,  standing, unaided 
and  alone,  breasting  the  storm  of  Napoleon's  co- 
lossal poller,  when  all  continental  Europe  owned 
and  yielded  to'  its  irresistible  sway  ;  and,  finally, 
contemplate  her  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war, 
with  and  without  allies,  to  its  splendid  termina- 
tion, on  the  ever-memorable  field  of  Waterloo. 

The  British  works  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virgin ia  has  quoted,  portray  a  state  of  the  piost 
wonderful  prosperity,  in  regard  to  wealth  and  re- 
sources, that  ever  was  before  contemplated.  Let 
OS  look  a  little  into  the  semi-official  pamphlet, 
written  with  great  force,  clearness,  ai^d  ability^ 


and  the  valuable  work  of  Lowe,  to  both  of  which 
that  gentleman  has  referred.  The  revenue  of  the 
United  Kingdom  amounted,  during  the  latter 
years  of  ^he  war,  to  seventy  millions  of  pounds 
sterling;  and  oiieyearit  rose  to  the  astonishing 
height  of  ninety  millions  sterling^  equal  to  fqur 
hundred  millions  of  dollars,  Tliis  was  actual 
revenue,  made  up  of  real  con tributio'hs.  from  the 
purses  of  the  people.  After  the  close  of  the  war, 
Ministers  slowly  and  reluctantly  reduced  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  .establishments,  And  accommoda- 
ted them  to  a.  state  of  peace.  The  pride  of  power, 
every  where  the  samej  always  onwiliiDgly  sur- 
renders any  of  those  circumstances  which  display 
its  pomp  and  exhibit  its  greatness.  Contemporane- 
ous with  this  reduction,  Britain  was  enabled  to 
lighten  some  of  the  heaviest  burdens  of  taxation, 
and  particttlarly  that  most  onerous  of  all,  the  in- 
come tax.  In  this  lowered  state,  the  reveque  osf 
peace,  gradually  rising  from  the  momentary  de- 
pression incident  to  a 'transition  from  war,  attain^ 
ed,  in  1822,  the  vast  amount  of  fifty-five^  millions 
sterling,  upwards  of  two  hundred  and  forty  mil- 
lions oLdollars,  and  more  than  eleven  times  that 
of  (he  United'  States  for  the  same  year;  thus  indi- 
catiqg  the  difference,  which  I. have  suggested,  in 
the  respective  productive  powers  of  the  two'coun- , 
tries.  The  excise  alone,  collected  under  twenty- 
fire-  different  heads,  aOiounted  to  twenty-eignt - 
millions,  more  than  one-half  of  the  total  revenue 
of  the  t^inffdom.  This  great  revenue  allows 
Great  Britain  to  constitute  an  efficient  sinking^ 
fund  of  five  millions  sterling,  beipg  an  excess  ^ 
actual  income  beyond  expenditure,  and  amount- 
ing to  more  than  the  entire  revenue  of  ihe  United 
States.  I 

If  we  look  at  the  commerce  of  England,  we 
shall  perceive  that  its  prosperous  condition  no  less 
denotes  the  immensity  of  her  richer.  The  aver- 
age of  three  year^  exports,  ending  in  1789.  was 
between  thirteen  and  fourteen  millions.  The 
average  for  the  saine  term,  ending  in  1822,  was 
forty  millions  sterling.  The  average  of  the  im- 
ports for  three  years,  ending  iq  1799,  was  seven- 
teen millions.  The  average  for  the  same  term, 
ending  in  1822,  was  thirty-six  millions,  showing 
a  favorable  balance  of  four  millions.  Thus,  in  a 
period' not  lonser  than'^that  which  has  elapsed 
sinoe  the  establfshmetlt  of  our  Constitution,  have 
the  exports  of  that  Kingdom  been  tripled }  and 
this  has  mainly  been  the  effect  of  the  power  of 
machinery.  The  total  amount  of  the  commerce 
of  Great  Britain  is  greater  since  the  peace,  by 
one-fourth,  than  it  was  diiringthe  war.  The 
average  of  he/  tonnage,  during  the  most  flourish- 
ing perioct  of  the  war,  was  two  million  four  hun- 
dred thousand  tons.  Its  average,  ddring  the  three 
years  1819, 1820,  and  1821,  was  2,600,000,  exhib- 
iting an  increase  of/  200,000  tons.  If  we  glance 
i^t  some  of  the  more  pi'omineht  slrticles  of  her 
manufactures,  we  shall  be  assisted  in  compre- 
hending the  true  nature  of  the  sources  of  her 
riches.  Tiie  amount  of  cotton  fabrics  exported, 
in  the  most  prosperous  year  of  the  war,  was 
eighteen  million  sterling.  In  the  year  1820,  it 
was  16,600,0005  in  1821,  20,150^000;  in  1822,  21,- 
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639,000  pounds  sterling ;  prtseoting  the  astonish- 
ing increase  in  two  years  of  upwards  of  fire  mil* 
lions.  The  total  amount  of  imports  in  Great 
Britain  from  all  foreigii  parts,  or4he  article  of 
cotton  wool,  is  five  millionB  sterling.  After  sup- 
plying most  abundantly  the  consomption  of  cot- 
ton fabrics  within  the  country  (and  a  people  bet- 
ter fed,'  and  clad,  and  housed,  are  not  to  be  found 
under  the  san  than  the  British  nation)  by  means 
of ,  her  industry,  she  gires  to  this  cotton  wool  a 
new  value,  which  enables  her  to  sell  to  foreign 
nations,  to  the  amount  of  £21,639^000,  making  a 
clear  profit  of  upwards  of  16,500,000  pounds  ster- 
ling! In  1821,  the  value  of  the  export  of  wool- 
len manufactures  was  je4,300,Q00.  In  1822,  it  was 
$,500,000.  The  success  of  her  restrictive  policy  is 
strikinely  illustrated  in  the  article  of  silk.  In  the 
manu^cture  of  that  article  she  labors  under  great 
disadvantages,  besides,  thftt  of  jiot  producing  the 
raw  material.  She  has  subdued  them  all,  ang  the 
increase  of  the  manufactule  has  been  most  rapid. 
Although  she  is  still  unable  to  maintain,  in  for- 
eign countries,  a  successful  competifioti  with  the 
B&s  of  France,  of  India,  and  of  italy.  and^  there- 
fore, exports-  but  little,  she  gives  to  tke  two  mil- 
lions or  the  raw  material  which  she  imports,  in 
yarious  forms,  a  value  of  ten ,  millions,  which 
chiefly  enter  into  British  consumption.  Let  us 
suppose  that  she  was  dependent  upon  foreign  na- 
tions for  these  ten'  mill/ons,  what  a^'  injurious 
effect  would  itr  not  have  upon  her  commercial  re- 
lations with  them !  The  average  of  the  exports 
of  British  manufactures  durins'the  peace-exceeds 
the  average  of  the  most  productive  years  of  the 
war.  The  amount  of  her  wealth  annually  pro- 
duced is  t^ree  hundred  and  fifty  million  sterling, 
l)earing  a  large  proportion  to  all  of  her  pre-exist- 
ing wealth.  The  agricultural  portion  of  it  is  said 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  to  be  greater 
than  that  created  by  any  otheir  branch  of  her  in- 
dustry. But  that  flows  mainly  from  a  poliey 
similar  to  that  proposed  by  this  bill.  Otie-third. 
only  of  her  population  is  en^^aged  in  agriculture; 
the  other  two-thirds  furnishing  a  market  for  the 
produce  of  that  third.  Withdraw  ihis  market, 
and  what  h^omes  of  her  agriculture  7  The  pow- 
er and  the  wealth  of  Qreat  Britain  cannot  be  more 
strikingly  illustraCied  than  bv  a  comparisoi^of  her 
population  and  revenue  with  those  of  other  coun- 
tries and  with  our  own.  [Here  Mr.'  C.  exhibited 
the  following  table,  from  autheatic  materials :]' 
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From'  this  exhibit,  we  must  remark',  that  the 
wealth  of  Qreat  Britain  (and,  consequently,  her 
power)  is  greater  than  that  of  any  of.  the  other 
nations  with  which  it  is  conlpared.-  The  amount 
of  the  contributions  which  she  draws  from  the 
pockets  of  her  subjects  is  not  referred  to  for  imi- 
tation^ but  as  indicative  of  their  wealth.  The 
burden  of  taxation  is  always  relative  to  the  ability 
of  the  subjects  of  it.  A  poor  iiatiea  can  pay  but 
little.  And  the  heavier  taxes  of  British  sutyects, 
for  ejfaiqple^  in  consequence  of  their  great  wealth, 
may  be  easier  borne  than  the  much  lig[hter  taxes 
of  Spanish  subjects,  in'  consequence 'ot  their  ex- 
treme poverty.  The. object  of  wise  Governments 
should*  be,  by  sound^  legislation  so  to  protect  the 
industry  ojf  their  own  citizens  against  the  policy 
of  for^gn  Powers  as  to  give  to  it  the  most  expan- 
sive forCe  in-  the  production  of  Wealth.  Great 
Britain  has  eVer  acted,  and  still  acts,  on  this  pol- 
icy. She  has  pushed  her  protection  of  British 
interest  farther  than  any  other  nation  has  fostered 
its  industry.  The  result  is,  greater  wealth  among 
her  subj^ts,  and  consequently;  greater  ability  to 
pay  their  public  burdtos.  If  their  taxation  is 
estimated  by  their  natural  labor  alone,  nominally 
it  is  greater  than  the  taxation  o£  the  subjects  of 
any  other  Power.  But  if,  on  a  scale  qf  their  nat- 
ural and  artificial  labor-compounded^  it  is  less  than 
Ihe  taxation  of  any  other  people.  Estimating  it 
on  that  soale^  and  assuming  the  aggregate  of  the 
natural  and  artificial  labor  of  the  United  King- 
dom to  be  what  I  have  already  stated.  221^500,000, 
the  actual  taxes  paid  by  a  British  subject  are  only 
about  three  and  seven-pence  sterling.  Estimating 
•our  own  taxes  on  a  similar  scale-^that^is,  aufmo- 
sing  both  descriptions  of  labor  to  b!s  equal  to  tnat 
of  20,000,000  of  able  bodied  persons — ^the  amount 
of  tax  paid  by  each  soul  m  the  United  States  is 
4s.  6d.  sterVng. 

Tjhe  Committee  wiU  observe,  from  that  ^ble, 
that  the  measure  of  the  wealth  of  k  iiation  is  in- 
dicated by  the  measure  of  its  protection  of  its  in- 
dustry; and  that  the  measure  of  the  poverty  of  a 
nation  is  parked  by  that  of  the  decree  in  which 
it  neglects  and  ababdons  tbe  ca/e  of  its  own  indus- 
try, leaving  it  exposed  to  (he  action  of  foreign 
Powers,  (jreat  Britain  protects  niost  her  industry, 
a])d  the  wealth  of' Great  Britain  is  consequently 
the  greatest.  France  is  next  in  the  di^ree  of  pro- 
tection, and  France  is  next  in  the  order  of  wealth. 
Spain  most  neglects  the  duty  of  protecting  the 
industry  of  hec  subjects,  and  Spain  is  one  of  the 
poorest  of  European  nations.  Unfortunate  Irdamd ! 
disinherited,  or  rendered,  in  her  industry,  subser- 
vient to  England,  is  exactly  in  the  same  state  of 
poverty  with  Spain,  measured  by  the  rule  of  tax- 
ation. And  the  United  States  are  still  poorer  than 
either. 

The  views  of  British  prosperity  which  I  have 
endeavored  to  present,  show  that  her  protecting 
policy  is  adapted  alike  to  a  state  of  war  and  of 
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peace.    Self-poised,  resting  upon  her  own  internal 
resources,  possessing  a  home  market  carefully 
cherished  and  guarded,  she  is  ever  prepared  for 
any  emergency.    .We  have  seen  her  coming  out 
of  a  war  of  incalculable  exertion,  and  of  great  du- 
ration, with  her  power  unbrpken,  her  means  ud- 
diminished.    We  have  see  that  almost  every  re- 
volving year  of  peace  has  brought  along  with  it 
an  increase  of  her  manufactures,  of  hetcommerce, 
and,  consequently,  of  her  navigation.    We  have* 
seen  that,  constructing  her  prosperity  upon  the 
solid  foundation  of  her  own  protecting  policy,  it 
is  unaffected  by  the  vicissituded  of  other  States. 
What  is  dur  own  condition  1    Depending  upon 
the  state  of  foreign  Powers — confiding  elclusixely 
in  a  foreign,  to  the-culpable  neglect  of  a  domestic 
policy,  our  interests  are  affected  by  all  their  move- 
ments.    Their  wars,  their  nusfor tubes,  are  the 
only  seurce  of  our  prosperity.    In  their  peace,  and 
oar  peace^  we  behold  our  condition  the  reverse  of 
that  of  Great  Britain,  and  all  our  interests  station- 
ary or  declining.    Peaiie  bring  to  us^none  of  the 
blessings  of  peace.    Our  system  is  anomalous; 
alike  anfiued  to  general  tranquillity,  and  to  a  state 
of'  war  or  peace  on  the  part  of  our  own  eouptry. 
It  can  succeed  only  in  the  rare  occurrence  of  a 
general  slate  of  War  throushout  Europe.'  I  anof 
no  eulogist  of  England.    I  am  far  from  re<;om- 
mending  her  systems  of  taxation.    I  have  adverted 
to  them  only  as  manifesting  her  extraordinary 
ability.    The  political  and  foreijgn  interests  of  thai 
nation  may  have  been,  as  1  believe  (hem  to  have 
been,  often  badly  managed.    Had  she  abstained 
from  the  wars  into  which  she  has  hera  nlunged  by 
her  ambition^  or  the  mistaken  policy  or  her  Min- 
isters, the  prosperity  of  England  would,  unques- 
tionably, ha^e.been  much  greater.    But  it  may 
hapiwn  that  the  public  liberty,  and  the  foreign 
relations  of  a  nation,  haye  been  hsdly  provided  for, 
and  yet  vits  poliiijctll  economy  has  been  wirely 
managed.    The  alacrity  or  suliennesswith  which 
a  people  pay  taxes  depends  upon  their  wealth  or 
poverty.    It  the  system  of  their  rulers  leads  to  their 
impoverishment^  they  can. contribute  but  little  to 
the  necessities  of  the  State  j  if  to  their  wealth, 
they  cheerfully  and  promptly  pay  the  burdens  im- 
posed on  them.    Enormous  ks  British  taxation 
appears  to  be  in  comparison  with  that  of  othfr 
nations,  but  really  lighter  as  it,  in  fact,  is,  when 
we  .consider  its  great  wealth,  and  its  powers  of 
production,  that -vast  amount  is  collected  with  the 
most  astonishing  regularity.    [Here'  Mr.  Clay 
read  certain  passages  from  Hott,  flowing  that,  in 
1822,  there  was  not  a  solitary  prosecution  arising 
cat  of  .the  cdllection  of  the  assessed  taxes,  which 
are  there  considered  among  the  mo6t>hur<)en8ome, 
and.  that  the  prosecution  ofviolations  of  the  excise 
laws,  in  all  its  numerous  branches,  were  sensibly 
and  progressively  decreasing.] 

Having  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  present  adverse  state  of  our  country,  and 
endeavored  to  point  out  the  causes  which  have  led 
to  it ;  having  shown  that  similar  causes,  wherever 
they  exist  in  other  countries,  lead  to  the  same  ad- 
veisity  in  their  condition ;  and  having  shown  that, 
wherever  we  find  opposite  causes  prevailmg,  a  hjgb 


and  animating  state  of  national  prosperity  exists, 
the  Committee  will  agree  with  me  in  thinking  that 
it  is  the  solemn  duty  of  Gbvernment  to  apply  i^  re- 
medy to  the  evib  which  afflict  our  country,  il  it  can 
apply  one.  Is  there  lio  remedy  within  the  reach  of 
the  Government  ?  Are  we  doomed  to  «behoid  our 
industry  languish  and  decay  ye^  more  and  more? 
But  the?e  is  a  remedy,  and  that  remedy  consists  in 
modifyiaff  eur  foreigfi  policy,  and  in  adopting'  a 
genuine  American  system.  We  must  naturalize 
the  arts  in  our  country,  and  we  must  naturalize 
them  by  the  only  means  which  the  wisdom  of  na^* 
tions  has  yet  discovered  to  foe  effectCial — ^by  ade- 
quate protection  against  the  otherwise  overwhelm- 
ing infioence  of  foreigners.  This  is  only  to  be  ac- 
complished by  the  establishment  of  a  tariff^  to  the 
consideration  of  which  I  am  now  brought. 
•  And  what  is  this  tarifi'?  It  seems  to  have  been 
regarded  as  a  sort  of  monster,  huge  and  deformed  ^ 
a  wild  beast,  endowed  with  tremendous  powers  of 
destmetton,  about  to  be  .let  loose  among  our  people^ 
if  not  to  devour '  them,  at  least  to  consume  their 
stihstance.  But  let  us  calm  our  passions,  and  de- 
liberately survey  this  alarming,  this  terrific  being.' 
The  sole  object  of  the  tariff  Is  to  tax  the  produce 
of  foreign  industry,  with  the  view  o£  promoting 
American  industry.  The  tax  is  exclusively  lev- 
elled at  foreign  mdustiy.  That  is  the  avowed 
and  the  direct  purpose  of  the  tariff.  If  it  subjects 
any  part  of  American  industry,  to  burdens,  that  is 
an  effect  not  intended,  but  is  altogether  incidental, 
and  perfectly  voluntary. 

It  had  been  treated  as  an  imposition  of  burdens 
ttppn  one  part  df  the  community  by  design  for  the 
benefit  of  aitother ;  as  if,  in  fact,  money  were  taken 
from  the  pockets  of  one  portion  of  the  people  and 
put  into  the  pockets  of  another.  .  But,  is  that  a 
lair  representation  of  it  ?  No  man  pays  the  duty 
assessed  on  the  foreign  article  by  compulsion,  but 
voluntarily ;  and  this  voluntary  duty,  if  paid,  goes 
into  the  common  exchequer,  for  the  common  bene* 
fit  of  alL  Consumption  has  four  objects  of  choice* 
1.  It  may  abstain  from  the  use  of  the  foreign  arti*- 
cie,  and  thus  avoid  the  payment  of  the  tax.  2.  It 
may  employ  the  rival  American fahrie.  3:  It  may 
enga{[e  in  the  business  of  manufactUriiig^  whicn 
this  bill  is  designed  to  foster.  4.  Or  it  may  supply 
itself  from  the  hous^old  mairafactttres.  Bat,  it 
is  said  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia^ 
that  the  South,  owing  to  the  character  of  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  its  population,  <!annot  engage  in  the 
business  pf  manuiacturing.  Now,  I  do  not'  iigrea 
in  that  opinion  to  the  extent  in  whiah-it  is  asserted. 
The  circumstance  alluded  fb  may  disoualify  the 
South  from  engaging  in  every  bsanch  of  manufac- 
ture as  largely  as  other  quarters  of  the  Unioir,  but 
to  some  branches  of  it  that  part  of  our  popalation 
is  well  adapted.  It  indisputably  affords  great  fa- 
cility in  the  household  or  domestic  line.    . 

But,  if  the  gentleman's  premise  were  true,  could- 
his  conclusion  be  admitted  ?  According  to  hiniy 
a  certain  part  of  our  population,  happily  much  the 
smallest,  is  peculiarly  situated.  The  circumstance 
of  its  demdation  unfits  it' for  the  manufacturing 
arts.  The  weU  being  of  the  other,  and  the  larger 
part  of  our  population,  requires  the  introduction  of 
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those  arts.  What  is  to  be  done  in  this  conflict  ? 
The  gentleman  would  have  us  abstain  from  adopt- 
ing a  policy  called  for  by  the  interests  of  the 
greater  and  freer  part  of  our  population.  But  is 
that  reasonable?  Can  it  be  expected  that  the  in- 
terests of  the  greater  part  should  be  made,  to  bend 
to  the  condition  of  the  servile  part  of  our  popula- 
tion ?  That,  fn  efiect  would  be  to  make  us  the 
slaves  of  slaves.  I  went,  with  great  pleasure,  along 
with  my  Southern  friends,  and  I  am  ready  again 
to  unite  with  them  in  protesting  against  the  exer- 
cise of  any  legislative  power,  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress, over  that  delicate  subject,  because  it  was  mv 
solemn  conviction^  that  Congress  was  interdictea, 
or  at  least  not  authorized,  by  the  Constitution  to 
exercise  any  sdch  le^^islative  power.  And  I  am 
sure^  that  the  patfiotism  of  the  Soulh  may  be  ex- 
clusively relied  upod  to  reject  a  pOlicv  which 
should  be  dictated  by  consideratrons  altogether 
connected  with  that  degraded  class,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  residue  of  our  population.'  But,  does 
not  a  perseverance  in  the  foreign  oolicy,  a^  it  now 
exists,  in  fact,  make  all  parts  ot  the  Union,  not* 
planting,  tributarv  to  the  planting  parts?  What 
IS  the  argument?  It  is,  that  we  must  continue 
freely  to  receive  the  produce  of  foreign  industry, 
without  regard  to  the  protection  of  American  in- 
dustry, that  a  market  ipay  be  retained  fqr  the  sale 
abroad  of  the  produce  of  the  planting  portion  of 
the  cduntry ;  and  that,  if  we  lessen  the  consump- 
tion, in  ail  parts  of  America,  those  which  are  not 
planting,  as  well  as  the  planting  s^tions  of  foreign 
mandfactures,  we  diminish  to  that  extent  the  ic\t- 
eign  market  for  the  planting  {Produce.  The  exist- 
ing state  of  things,  indeed,  presents  a  sort  of  tacit 
compact  between  the  cotton  grower  and  the  Brit- 
ish manufacturer,  the  stipulations  of  which  are, 
on  the  part  of  the  cotton  grower,  that  the  whole 
of  tlie  United  States,  the  other  portions-as  well  as 
the  cotton  growing,  shall  remain  open  and  unre- 
atricted  in  the  consumption  of  British  manufac- 
tures ;  and,  on  the  part  of  the  British  nuinufac- 
turer,  that,  in  consideration  thereof,  he  will  con- 
tinue to  purchase  the  cotton  of  the  South. 
'  T-hu^,  then,  we  perceive  that  the  proposed. meas- 
ure, instead  of  sacrificing  the  Sooth  to  the  other 
parts  of  the  Union,  seeks  only  to  preserve  them 
from  being  absolutelv  sacrificed  under  the  Opera- 
tion of  the  tacit  qompact  which  I  hare  described. 
Supposing  the  South  to  be  actually  incompetent, 
or  disinclined  to  embark  at  all  in  the  business  of 
manufacturing,  is  not  its  interest,  nevertheless, 
likely  to  be  promoted  by  creating  a  new  and  an 
American  source  of  supply  for  its  consumption  ? 
Now  foreign  Powera,  and  Great  Britain  princi* 
pally,  have  the  monopoly  of  the  supply  of  South- 
ern consumption.  If  this  bill  should  pass,  an 
American  competitor  in  the  supply  of  the  South 
would  be  raised  up,  and  ultimately,  I  cannot  doubt, 
that  it  would  be  supplied  cheaper  and  rbetter.  I 
have  before  hard  occasion  to  state,  and  will  now 
again  mention^  tlie  beneficial  effects  of  American 
competitio/l  with  Europe,  in  furnishing  a  supply 


quence  was,  that  the  Scotch  possessed  the  monop- 
oly of  the  supply ;  and  the  price  of  it  rose,  and 
attained  the  year  before  the  last  a  height  which 
amounted  to  more  than  an  equivalent  for  ten 
years'  protection  to  the  American  manufacture. 
This  circumstance  tempted  American  industry 
again  to  engage  iq  the  business,  and  several  valu- 
able manufactories  have  been  ^Uiblished  in  Ken- 
tucky. They  have  reduced  the  price  of  the  fabric 
very  con;siderably )  but,  without  the  protection  of 
Government,  they  may  be ''again  prostrated — and 
then  the  Scottish*  manufacturer,  engrossing  the 
supply  of  our  consumption,  the  price  will  prob- 
ably again  rise.  It  has  been  tauntingly  asked,  if 
KentuSkv  cannot  maintain,  herself  in  a  competi- 
tion witn  the  two  Scottish  towns  of  Inverness 
and  Dundee  ?  But  is  that  a  fair  stateAient  of  the 
case?  Those  two  towns  are  cherished. and  sus- 
tained bj  the  whole  protecting  policy  of  the  Brit- 
ish empire,  whilst  Kentucky  cannot}  and  the 
General  Government  will  not,  extend  a  like  pro- 
tection to  the  few  Kentucky  vil^^iges.  in  which  the 
article  is  made.  -  ' 

If  the  cotton  growing  consumption  could  be 
coniititutionallj  exempted  from  the  operation  of 
this  bill,  it  mieht  be  fair  to  exempt  it  upon  the 
condition  that  foroigh  manufactures,  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  cotton  abroad,  should  not  enter  at 
all  into'the  consumption  of  the  other  parts  of  the 
United  States.  But  suqh  an  arrangement 4is  that, 
if  k  could  be  made,  would  probably  be  objected 
to  by  the.  ootton  growing  country  itself, 

2.  The  second  objection  to  the  proposed  bill  is, 
that  it  will  diminish  the  amount  ^of  our  exports. 
It  can  have  no  effect  upon  our  exports,  except 
those  which  are  sent  to  Europe.  Ej^cept  tobacco 
and  rice,  we  send  there  nothing  but  the  raw  ma- 
terials. The  argument  is,  that  Europe  will  not 
buy  oif  us  if  we  do  not.  buy.  of  her.  The  first  ob- 
jection to  it  Is,  that  it  calls  upon  us  \o  look  to  the 
question,  and  takexare  of  European  ability  in  le- 
gislating for  American  interests.  Now,  if,  in 
legislatia^  for  their  interests, *they. would  consider 
and  provide  for  our  ability,  the  principle  of  reci- 
procity wdulj  enjoin  us  so  to  Vegulate  our  inter- 
course with  them,  as  to  leave  their  ability  unim- 
paired«  But  I  have  shown  that,  in  the  adoption 
of  their  own  policy,  thcfir  inquiry  is  strictly  limited 
to  a  cbnsideration  of  their  peculiar  interests,  with- 
out any  regard  to  that  of  ours.  The  next  re- 
n^rk  I  would' make  is.  that  the  bill  only  operates 
upon  certain  articles  or  European  industry,  which, 
it  is  supposed,  our  interest  requires  us  to  manufac- 
ture within  ourselves;  and,  although  its  efiect 
will  be  to  diminish  the  amount  of  our  impbrts  of 
those  articles,  it  leaves  them  free  to  supply  us  with 
any  other  produce  of  <  their  industry.  And,  since 
the  circle  of  human  cpmforu,  rjennementL  and 
luxuries,  is  of  great  extent,  Europe  WfU  still  find 
herself  able  to  purchase  from  us  what  she  has 
hitherto  done,  and  to  discharge  the  debt  in  some 
of  those  objects.  If  there  be  atay  diminution  in 
our  exports  to  Europe,  it  will  probablv  be  in  the 


of  the  article  of  cotton  bagjging. '  After  theTate  j  article  of  cotton  to  Great  Britain.  I  have  stated 
war,  the  influx  of  the  Sc6ttish  manufacture  pros-  that  Britain  hujrs  cotton  wool  to  \he  amoont  of 
trated  the  Americlin  establiahments.    The  oonse-   ab9at  fire  millions  sterling,  and  sdb  to  foreign 
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States  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  twenty-one 
millions  and  a  half.  Of  this  sum,  we  take  a  little 
upwards  of  a  million  and  a  half.  The  residue,  of 
about  twenty  millions,  she  must  sell  to  olher  for- 
eign Powers  than  the*^  United  States*  .Now  their 
market  will  eontinUe  open  to  her,  as  much  after 
the  passage  of  this  bill  as  before.  She  will  there- 
fore require  from  us  the  ra,w  material  to  supply 
their  consumption.  But,  it  is  said,  she  may  refuse 
to  purchase  it  of  us,  and  seek  a  supply  elsewhere. 
There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  she  now  resorts 
to  us,  because^  we  can  supply  her  cheaper  and 
better  than  any  other  country.  And  it  would  be 
unreasonable  to  suppose  that  she  would  cease, 
from  any  pique  towards  us,  to  pursue  her  own  in- 
terest. Suppose  she  was  to  decline  piM^shasing 
from  us:  The  consequence  woujd  be,  that  she 
mrould  bse  the  market  for  the  twefity  millions 
sterling  which  she  now  sells  other  foreign  Powers, 
or  enter  into  it  under  a  disadvantageous, competi- 
tion with  us,  or  with  -other  nations,  who  should 
obtain  their  supplied  of  the  raw  nolaterial  from  us. 
If  there  should  be  any  dimitiution,  therefore,  in 
the  exportation  of  cotton,  it  would  only  be  in  the 
jHTOportion  of  about  one  and  a  half  to  twenty,  that 
is,  a  little  upwards  of  five  per  cent. ;  the  loss  of  a 
market  for  which,  abroad,  would  be  fully  com- 

Eensated  by  the  market  for  the  article  created  at 
ome.  Liastlf ,  I  would  observe,  that  the  new  ap- 
plication of  our  industry,^ producing  new  objects 
of  exportation,  and  they  possessing  much  greater 
Talue  than  in  the  raw  state,  we  should  be  in  the 
end  amply  indemnified,  by  their  exportation.  Al- 
ready the  item  in  our  foreign  exports  of  manufac- 
tures is  considerable;  and  we  know  that  our 
cottoti  fabrics  have  been  recently  exported,  in  a 
large  amount,  to  South  America,  where  the}^ 
maintain  a  suceessfal  competition  with  those  of 
any  other  country. 

3.  The  third  objection  to  the  tariff  is,  that  it 
will  diminish  our  navigation.  This  great  interest 
deserves  every  encouragement  consistent  with  the 
Jwramonnt  interest  of  agriculture.  ^  In  the  order 
of  nature  it  is  secondary  to  both  agriculture  and 
manufacttito.  Its  business  is  tbd  transportation 
of  the  productions  of  those  two  superior  branches 
of  industry.  It  cannot  therefore  beexpected  that 
they  shall  he  mould^  or  sacrificed  to  suit  its  pur- 
poses *y  but,  on  the  coi)trary,  navigation  must  ac- 
commodate itself  to  the  actual  state  of  agriculture 
and  ntanufactures.  If,  as  I  believe,  we  have  nearly 
reached  the  maximum  in  value  of  our  exports  of 
raw  produce  to  Europe,  the  efiect  hereafter  will 
be,  as  it  reispects  tha\  branch  of  our  trade,  if  we 
persevere^n  the  foreign  system,  to  retain  our  navi- 

Sation  at  the  point  if  has  now  reached.    By  re- 
ucing,  inde^,  as  will  probably  take  place,  the 
price  of  our  raw  materials,  a  further  quantity  of 
them  coold  be  exported,  and  of  ^urse  additional 
employment  might  in  that  way  be  given  to  our 
tooDaee ;  but  that  would  be  at  the  expense  of  ihe 
agricultural  interest.    If  I  am  right  in  supposing 
that  no  effect  will  be  produced  by  this  measure 
upon  any  other  branch  of  our  export  trade  but 
that  to  Europe;  that  yith  regard  to  that  there 
will  be  no  seosible diminution  of  our  exports,  and 


that  the  new  direction  given  to  a  portion  of  our 
industrv  will  produce  other  objects  of  exportation, 
the  probability  is,  that  our  foreign  tonnage  wili'be 
even  increased  under  the. operation  of  this  bill. 
But;  if  I  am  mistaken  in  these  view:s,  and  it  should 
experience  any  reduction,  the  Increase  of  our  coast- 
ing tonnage,  resulting  from  the  greater  activity  of 
domestic  exchanges,  will'  more  than  compensate 
the  injury*  Although  our  navigation  partakes  iu 
the  general  distress  of  the  country,  it  is  less  de- 
^  pressed  than  any  other  of 'our  great  interests.  The 
foreign  tonnage  has  been  gradually,  though  slow- 
ly, inclreasing  since  1818.  And  our  coasting  ton- 
nage since  1816  has  increased  upwards  oi'  one 
hundred  thousand  ton^. 

4.  It  is  next  contended  that  the  effect  of  the 
measure  will  be  to  diminish  our  foreign  commerce. 
The  objection  assumes,  what  I  have  endeavored 
to  controvert,  that  theYe  will  be  a  reduction  in  the 
value  of  our  expdrts.  Commerce  is  an  exchange 
of  commodities.'  Whatever  will  tend  to  aug- 
ment the  wealth  of  a  nation  must  increase  its  ca- 
pacity to  make  these  exchanges.  'By  new  produc- 
tions, or  creatine  new  values  in  the  fabricated 
forms  which  shall  be  given  to  old  objects  of  our 
industry,  we  shall  ffive  to  commerce  a  fresh  spring, 
a  new  alimenf.  The  foreign  commerce  of  the 
ct>untry,  from  causes,  >8ome  of  which  I  have  en- 
deavored to  point  out,'  has  been  extended  as  far 
as  it  can  be.  And  Ithink  there  can  be  but  little 
doubt  that  the  balance  of  trade,  is,*  and  fof  some 
time  past  has  been,  against  us.  I  was  surprised  to 
hear  the  learned  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Webster,)  rejecting^  as  an  exploded  fallacy, 
the  idea  of  a  balance  of  trade.  I  have  not  time 
nor  inclination  now  to  discuss  that  topic.  But  I 
will  dbserve,  tiiat  all.  nations  act  upon  the  sunpo- 
sition  of  the  reality  of  its  existence,  and  seek  to 
avoid  a  trade  the  balance  of  which  i^ unfavorable, 
and  to  foster  that  which  presents  a  favorable  bal- 
ance. However  the  account  be  made  up,  what-o 
ever  may  be  (he  items  of  a  trade,  commodities, 
fishinff  industry,  marine  labor,  the  carrying  trade, 
all  of  which,  I  admit,  should  be  comprehended, 
there  can  be  no*  doubt,  F  think,  that  the  totality  ot 
the  exchanges  of  all  descriptions  made  by  one 
nation  with  another,  or  against  the  totality  of  the 
exchanges  of  all  other  nations  together,^  may  be 
such  as  to  present  the  state  of  an  unfavorable  bal- 
ance with  the  one  or  with  all.  It  is  trde  that,  in 
the  long  run,  the  measures  of  these  exchanges,  that 
is,  the.totalit^  in  value  of 'what  is  given  and  of 
what  b  received,  must  be  equal  to  each  other. 
•But  the  great  distress  taaay  be  felt  long  before  the 
counterpoise  cap  be  effected.  In  the  mean  tim® 
the^e  will  be  ap  ex[)ort  of  the  precious  metals,  to 
the  deep  injury  of  internal  trade,  an  unfavorable 
state  ot  exchange,  an  export  of  jiublic  securities, 
a  resort  to  credit,  debt,  mortgages.  Most  of,  if  not 
all,  these  eircutnstances,  are  believed  now  to  be 
indicated  by  our  country,  in  its  foreign  commercial 
rdations.  What  have  we  received,  for  example, 
for  the  public  stocks  sent  to  England  ?  Goods. 
But  those  stocks  are  our  boAd,  which  must  be  paid. 
Although  the  solidity  of  the  credit  of  the  English 
pciblic  securities  is  no.t  surpassed  by  that  of  our  own. 
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strong  as  it  justly  is,  when  have  we  seen  English 
stocks  sold  in  our  market,  and  regularly  quoted  in 
the  prices  current,  as  American  stocks  are  in  Eng- 
land ?  An  unfavorabfe  balance  with  one  nation 
may  be  made  up  by  a  favorable  balance  with  other 
nations ;  but  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  that  unfa-^ 
vorable  balance  is  .strong  presumptive  evidence 
affainst  the  trade.  Commerce  will  regulate  itself ! 
Yes,  and  the  extravagance  of  a  spendthrift  heir, 
who  squanders  th^  rich  patrimony  which  has  d^-: 
scended  to  him,  will  regulate  itself  ultimately. 
But  it  will  be  a  regulation  which  wiUjexhibithim 
in  the  end  safely  confined  within  the  walls  of  a 
jail.  Commerce  trill  regulate  itself !  But  is  it 
not  the  duty  of  wise  Governments  to  watcb  its 
"  course,  and,  beforehand,  to  provide  aga^inst  even 
distant  evjls ;  by  prudent  legislation  stimulating 
the  industry  oi  their  own  people,  and  cWcking 
the  policy  of  foreign  Powers  as  it  operates  on 
them  ?  The  supply,  then,  of  the  subjects  of  for- 
eign commerce,  no  less >  than  the  supply,  of  con- 
sumption at  home,  requires  of  us  to  five  a  portion 
of  our  k^bor  such  a  direction  as  wilt  etiable  qs  to 
produce  them.  That  is  the  object  of  the  measure 
under  consideration,  and  I  cannot  dpubt  that,'  if 
adopted,  it  will  accomplish  its  object. 

5.  The  fifth  objection  to  th«  tariff  is,  that  it  will 
diminish  the  public  revenue,  disable  us  from  pay- 
ing the  public  debt,  and  finally  compel  a  resort  to 
a  system  of  excise  and  internal  taxation.'  This 
objection  is  founded  upon  the  siipposition  that  the 
reduction  in-  the  importatioa  of  the  subjects,  on 
which  the  increased  duties  are  to  operate,  will  be 
such  as  to  prcTduoe  th^  alleged  efiect.-  All  this  is 
matter  of  mere  conjecture,  and  can  only  be  deter- 
mined by  experiment.  I  have  very  little  doubt, 
with  my  colleague,  (Mr.  TrimbLe,)  that  th«  rev- 
enue will  be  mcreatied  considerably,  for  some 
years  at  least,  under  the  operation  of  thi»  bilL 
The  diminution  in  the  quantity  imported  will  be 
compensated  by  the  augmentation  of  the  duty.^ 
In  reference  to  the  article  of  xnolasses,  for  exi^m- 
ple,  if  the  import  of  it  should  be  reduced  fifty  per 
cent.,  the  amount  of  duty  collected  would  be  the 
same  as  it  now  is.  But  it  will  not,  in  all  proba- 
bility, be  reduced  by  any  thing  like  that  propor- 
tion. And  then  there  are  some  other  articles 
which  will  continue  to  be  introduced  in  as  large 
quantities  ^s  ever,  notwithstanding  the  increase 
of  duty — the  object  in  reference  Jo  them  being 
revenue,  and  not  the  encouragement  of  domestic 
manufactures.  Another  cause  will  render  the 
revenue  of  this  year,  in  particular,  much  more 
productive  ,than  it  otherwise  would,  hav€  been ; 
and  that  is,  that  large  quantities  of  goods  hav.e 
been  introduced  into  \the  country,  in  anticipation 
of  the  adoption  of  this  measure.  The  eagle  does 
not  dart  a  keener  ^aze  upon  jiia  intended  prey, 
than  that  with  which  the  British  manufacturer 
and  merchant  watches  the  foreign  market,'  and 
the  course  even  of  our  elections  as  well  as  our 
legislation.  The  passage  of  this  bill  has  beep  ex- 
pected ;  and  all  our  informatioa  is,  that  the  im- 
portations, during  this  Spring,  have  be^  im«- 
mense.  But,  further,  the  measure  of  our  impor- 
tations is  that  of  our  exportations.    If  I  am  right 


in  supposing  that,  in  future,  the  amount  of  these, 
in  the  old  or  new  forms  of  the  produce. of  our  la- 
bor, will  not  be  diminished,  but  probably  increased, 
then  the  amount  of  our  importations,  and,  conse- 
quently, of  our  revenue,  will  not  be  reduced,  bat 
may  be  extended.  If  thes^  ideas  be  correct,  there 
will  be  no  inability  on  the  part  of  the  Govern* 
men.t  to  extinguish  the  public  debt.  The  payment 
of  that  debt,  and  the  consequent  liberation  of  the 
public  resources  from  the  charge  of  it,  is  extremely 
desirable.  JNo.jone  is  more  anxious  than  I  am  to 
see  that  important  object  accomplished.  But  I 
entirely. concur  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Barboua)  in  thinking  that  no  materiarsac* 
rifice  of  any  of  ijbe  great  interests  of  the  nation 
ought  •  to  be  made  to  effectuate  it.  Such  is  the 
eli^stic  and  accumulating  nature  of  our  public  re- 
sources,Jrom  the  silent  augmentation  of  our  pop- 
ulation, that  if,  in  any  given  state  of  the  pablie 
revenue,  we  throw  oursdves  upon  a  couc|i  and 
go  to  sleep,  we  may,  after  a  short  time. 'awake 
with  an  ability  abundantly  increased  to  redeem 
any  reasonable  amount  of  public  debt  with  which 
we  may  happen  to.  be  burdened.  The  public  debt 
of  the  United  States,  though  nominally  larger 
now  than  it  was  in  the  year  1791,  bears  really  ao 
sort  of  discouraging  comparison  to  its  amount,  at 
that  time,  whatever  standard  we  may  choose  to 
adopt  to  institute  the  cotnparison.  It  was,  in 
1791,  %bout  *jBeventy-five  millions  of  dollars.  It  is 
now  about  ninety.'  Then  we  had  a  population  of 
about  four  millions.  Now  we  have  upwards  of 
ten  mlAions.  Then  we  had  a  revenue  short  of 
five  millions  of  dollars.  Now  our  revenue  ex- 
ceeds twenty.  If  we  select  population  as  the 
standard^  our  present  population  is  one  hundred 
and  fifty  per  cent,  greater  than  it  was  in  1791 ;  if 
revenue,  that* is  four  times  more  now  than  at  the 
former  period ;  whilst  the  public  debt  has  increased 
only  in  a  ratio  of  twenty  pter  cent.  A  public  debt 
of  three  hundred  millioBS  of  dollars,  at  the  present 
day,  considering  oui:  £^ctual  ability,  compounded 
both  of  the  increase  of  population ^snd  oCrevenae^ 
would  not  be  more, onerous  now  than  the  debt  of 
seventv-five  millions  of  dollars  was,  at  the' epoch 
of  1791,  in  reference  t^  the  same  circumstances. 
If  I  ^m  right  ia  supposing  .that,  under  the  operas 
tion  of  the  proposed  n^asure^  there  will  not  be 
aQV  diminution,  1>ut  a  probable  increase^  of  the 
public  revenue,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in, de- 
fraying the  current  expenses  of  Ghivernment,  and 
paying  the  principal  as  well  as  the  interest  of  the 
public  debt,  as  it  oecomes.  due.  Let  us,  for  a  mo- 
ment, however,  indiilge  the  improbable  supposi- 
tion of  the  opponents  of  the  tariff,  that  there  will 
be  a  reduction  of  the  revenue  to  the  extent  of  the 
most  extravagant  calculation  which  has  been 
made— that  is  to  say,  to  the  extent  of  five  mil- 
lions.: That  sum  deducted,  we  shall  still  have 
remaining  a  revenue  of  about  fifteen  roillioDs. 
The  Treasury  estimates  of  the  current  service  of 
(he  years  1822,  1823,  and  1824,  exceeds,  each 
year,  nine  millions.  The  lapse  of  Revolutionary 
pension8,and  judicious  retrenchmeats  which  might 
be  made,  without  detriment  to  any  of  the  essential 
establishments  of  the  coqntry,  would  probably 
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reduce  them  below  nine .  millions  of  dollacs. 
Let  us  assume  that  sum,  to, which  add  abore 
fire  millions  and  a  half  for  the  interest  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  and  the  wants  of  OoTernmetft  would  re- 
quire a  reYenue  of  fourteen  and  a  half  VnilHons, 
leaving  a  surplus  of  revenue  of  half  a  million  be- 
yond  the  public  expenditure.  Thus,  bf  a  post- 
ponement of  the  payment  of  the  principal  oKthe 
public  debt,  in  which  the'  public  creditors  would 
gladly  acquiesce,  and  confiding,  for  the  meaps  of 
redeeming  it,  in  the  neces^ry  increase  of  our  rev-* 
enue  from  the  natural  augmentation  of  our  popcl^ 
lation  and  consumption,  we  may  safjsly  adopt  the 
proposed  measure,. even  if  it  should  be  attended 
(which  16  confidently  denied)  with  the  supposed 
diminution  of  revenue.  We  shaU  not  them  have 
occasion  to  varv  the  existing  system  of  taxation  ; 
we  shall  be  under  no  necessity  to  resoi^^t  either  to 
direct  taxes  or  to  an  excise.  But  suppose  the  alter- 
native were  really  forced  upon  ^a^  of  continuing 
the  foreign  system,  with  its  inevitable  impover- 
ishment of  the  country,  but  with  the  advantage  of 
the  present  mode  of  collecting  the  uxes,  t)r  of 
adopting  the  American  system,  with  iu  increase 
of  the  national  wealth,  biH  wi(h  the  disadvantage 
of  an  excise,  could  any  one  hesitate  between  them  ? 
Customs  and  an  excise  agree  in  the  essential  par- 
ticulars, that  they  are  both  taxes  upon  censump* 
tion,  and  both  are  voluntary,  l^hey differ  only  m 
the  mode  of  collection.  The  office  for  tfaie.collec- 
tion  of  one  is 'located  on 'the  frontier,  and  that 
for  the  other  within  the  interior.  I  believe  it  was 
Mr.  Jefferson,  who,  in  reply  to  the  boast  of  a  citi- 
zen of  New  York,  of  the  amount  of  the  public 
revenue  paid  by  that  city,  asked  who  would  pay 
it  if  the  collector's  office  were  removed  to  Paulus 
Hook,  on  the  New  Jersey  shore  ?  National  wealth 
is  the  source  of  all  taxation.  And.  my  word  fo(r 
it,  the  people  are  too  intelligent  to  be  dec^ved  by 
mere  names,  and  not  to  give  a  decided  preference 
to  that  system  Which  is  based  upon  their  wealth 
and  prosperity ^rath^r  than  to  that  which  k  founded 
upon  their  impoverishment  and  ruin. 

6.  But,  according  to  the  opponents  of  the  do? 
mestic  policv,  the  proposed  system  will  force  capr 
iuil  and  laoor  into  new  and  .reluctant  employ- 
ments ;  'we  are  not  prepared,  in  consequence  pf 
the  high  price  of  wages,  for  the  successful  estab- 
Ibhment  of  manufactures,  and  we  must  f^il  in  the 
experiment.  We  have  seen  that  .the  existing  oc- 
cupations of  our  society,  those  of  agriculture,  com- 
merce, Mvigation^  ^nd  the  learned  professions, 
are  oveiflowing^ipfith  competitors^  and  that  the 
want  of  employment  is  severely  feh.  Now  what 
does  this  bill  propose  ?  To  open  a  new  and  ex- 
tensive field  of  business,  in  which  all  that  choose 
may  enter.  There  .is  no  compulsion  upon  any 
one  to  engage  in  it.  An  option  only  is  given  to 
industry,  to  continue  in  the  present  unprofiuble 
pursuits,  or  to  embark  in  a  new  and  promising 
one.  The  effect  will  be  to  lessen  the  competition 
in  the  old  branches  of  business,  and  to  multiply 
our  resources  for  increasing  our  comfortsand  aug- 
menting the  national  wealth.  The  alleged  fact 
of  the  high  price  of  wages  is  not  admitted.  ,  The 
truth  is,  that  no  class  of  society  suffers  more,  in 
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the  present  stagnation  of  business,  than  .the* labor* 
ing  class.  That  is  a  necessary  effect  of  the  de- 
gression of  agriculture,  the  prmcj pal  business  of 
the  community.  The- wages  of  able-bodied  men 
varv  from  five  to  eight  dollars  per  month ;  and 
such  has  been  the  want  of  employment,  in  some 
parts  of<  the  Union,  that  instances  have  not  been 
unfrequent,  of  men  working  merely  for  the  means 
of  present  subsistence.  If  the 'wages  for  labor 
here  and  in  England  «re  compared,  they  will  be 
found  not  to  be  essentially  different.  I  agree  with 
the  honbrable  gentleman  from  Virginia^  that  high 
wages  are  a  proof  of  national  prosperity ;  we  dif- 
fer only  in  the  means  by  which  Ihat  desirable  end 
shall  be  attained. .  But,  if  the  fact  were  true,  that 
the  wages' of  labor  are  high,  I  deny  the  conrect- 
ness  of  the  argument  fqjunded  upon  it.  The  ar- 
gument assumes,  that  natural  labor  is  the  princi- 
pal element  in  the  business  of  manufacture.  That 
was  the  ancient  theory.  But  the  valuable  .inven- 
tions and  vast  improvements  in  machinery,  which 
have  been  made  within  a  few  years  pAst,  have 
produced  a  new  era  in  the  arts.  The  effect  of 
•this  change  in  the  powers  of  productibn  may  be 
estimated  from  what  I  have  afi^eady  stated. in  re- 
lation to  England,  and  to  the  triumphs  of  Euro- 
pean artificial  labor  over  the  natural  labor  of  Asia* 
In  considering  the  fitness  of  a  nation  for  thc-estab- 
Ushment  of  manufactures,  we  must  no  longer 
limit  our  views  t.o  the  state  of  its  population,  and 
the  price  of  wa^es.  All  circumstances  must  be 
regarded,  of  which  that  is,  perhaps,  the  least  im- 
portant. Capital,  ingenuity  in  the  construction, 
and  adroitness  in  the  use  of.  machinery,  and  th/e 
possession  of  the  rnw  materials,  ^e  those  which 
deserve  tl)e  greatest  consideration.  All  these  cir- 
cumstances, (except  that  of  capital,  of  which  there 
is  no  deficiency,)  exist  in  our.  country  in  an  emi- 
nent degree,  and  more  thj|n  counterbalance  the 
disadvantage,  if  it  really  existedyo/thelower  wages 
of  labor  in  Great  Britain.  The  dependence  upon 
foreign  nations  for  the  raw  material  of  any  great 
manufacture,  has  been,  ever  considered  as  a  dis- 
couraging fac(.  The  stale  of  our  population  is 
pecujiarly  favprable  to  th§  most  extensive  intro- 
duction of  ma^'chinery.  We  have  no  prejudices 
to  combat,  no  persojis  to  drive  out  of  employment* 
The  pamphlet  to  which  we  have  h^d  occasion  so 
often  to  refer,  in  enumerating  the  causes  which 
have  brought  in  England  their  manufactures  to 
such  a  state  of  perfection,  and  which  now  enable 
them,  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  to  defy  all  com- 
petition, does  not  specify,  as  one  of  them,  low 
wages.  It  assigns  three ;  1st,  capital ;  2ndly,  ex- 
tent and  costliness  of  machinery ;  and^Sdly,  steady 
and  persev^rioff  industry.  Notwithstanding  the 
concurrence  of  so  many  favorable  causes,  in  our 
country,  for  the  introduction  of  the  arts,  we  are 
earnestly  dissuaded  from  making  the  experiment, 
and  our  ultimate  failure  is  confidently  predicted* 
Why  should  we  fail  1  Nations,  like  men,  fail  in 
nothing  whiCn  they  boldly  attempt,  when  sustain- 
ed- by  virtuous  purposes  and  firm  resolution.  I 
^ra  not  willing  to  admit  this  depreciation  of  Ame- 
rican skill  and  enterprise.  I  am  not  wiilinff  to 
strike  before  an  effort  is  made*    All  our  past  hia- 
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tory  exhorts  us  to  proceed,  and  inspires  lis  With 
animating  hopes  of  success.  Past  predictions  of 
our  incapacity  haye  failed^  and  present  prediction^ 
will  not  be  realized.  At  the  commencement  of 
this  Grovernment,  we  were  told  that  tbetittempt 
would  be  idle  to  construct  a  marine  adequate  to 
the  commerce  of  the  country,  or  even  to  the  busi- 
ness of  its  coasting  trade.  The  founders  of  our 
Governmei»t  did  not  listen  to  these  discouraging 
counsels;  and  behold  the  fruits  of  their  just  com- 
prehension of  our  resources !.  Our  restrictive  pol- 
icy was  denounced,  and  it  was  foretold' that  it 
would  utterly  disappoint  all  oUr  expectations.  But 
our  restrictive  policy  has  been-  emiHfeqtly  success- 
ful; and  the  share  which  our  navigation  now  en- 
joys in  the  trade  with  France,  and  with  the'  Brit- 
ish West  Iftdia  islands,  attests  its  vic^ry.  What 
were. not  the  disheartening  predictions  of  the  op- 
ponents of  the  late  war?  Defeat,  discomfiture^ 
and  disgrace,  were  to  be  the  certain,  but  not  the 
worst,  effect  of  it.  Here,  again,  did  prophecy 
prove  false;  and  the  energies  of  our  country,  and 
the  valor  and  the  patriotism  of  our  people,  carried 
us  gloriously  through  the  war.  We  ace  now,  and 
ever  will  be,  essentially,  an  agricultural  people. 
Without  a  material  change  in  the  fixed  habits  ef 
the  country,  the  Triends  of 'this  pleasure  desire  to 
draw  to  it.  as  a  powerful  auliliary  to^its  industry, 
the  jnanufacturing  arts.  The  difference  between 
a  -nation  with,  atid  Without  the  arts,  may  be  con- 
ceived, by  the  difference  between  a  keel  boat  and  a 
steamboat,  combatting  the  rapid  torrent  pf  the 
Mississippi.  How  slow  does  the  former  Ascend, 
hugging  the  sinuosities  of  the  shore.  [Pushed  on  \^y 
her  hardy  and  exposed  crew,  ttow  throwing  them- 
selves in  vigorous  concert  on  their  oars,  and  then 
seizing  the  pendant^  boughs  of  overhanging  trees ; 
she  seems  hardly  to  move;  and  her  scanty  cargo 
is  scarcely  wortn  the  transportation !  With  what 
ease  is  she  not  passed  by  the  steamboat,  laden  with 
the  riches  of  all  quarters  of  the  .world,  with  a 
crowd  of  gay^  cheerful  and  protected  passengers, 
now  dashing  into  the  midst  of  the  current,. or  glid- 
ing through  the  eddies  near  the  shore !  Nature 
hetself  seems  to  survey,  with  astonishment,  the 
passing  wonderj  and,  in  silent^ubAiission,  reluct- 
antly* to  own  the  magnificent  triumphs^  in  her 
own  vast  dominion,  of  Fulton's  immortal  gc^nius! 
7.  But  it  is  said,  that  wherever  there  is  a  con- 
ourrenceof  favorable  circumstances,  manufactures 
will  arise  of  themselves,  without  protectioti ;  and 
that  we  should  Rpt  disturb  the  natural  progress  of 
industry,  but  leave  things  to  themselves.-  If  all 
nations  would  modify  their  policy  on  this  axiom, 
perhaps  it  would  be  better  for  the. common  good 
of  the  whole.  Even  then,  in  consequence  of  nat- 
oral  advantages,  and  a  greater  advance  in  civili- 
zation and  in  the  arts,  some  nations  would  enjoy 
a  state  of  much  higher  prosperity  thau  others. 
But  there  is  no  universal  legislation.  The  globe . 
is  divided  into  different  communities,  e,ach  seeking 
to  appropriate  to  itself  all  the  advantages  it  can, 
without  reference  to  the  prosperity  of  others. 
W-hether  this. is  right  or  not,  it  nas  always  beeo, 
and  ever  will  be,  the  case.  Perhaps  the  care  of 
the  interests  of  our  people  is  sufficient  for  all  the 


wisdom  of  one  Legislature ;  and  that  it  is  among 
nations  as  among  individuals,  that  the  happiness 
of  the  whole  is  best  secured  by  each  attending  to 
its  own  peculiar  interests.  The  proposition  to  be 
maintained  by  our  adversaries,  is,  that  manufac- 
tures, without  protection,  will,  in  due  time,  spring 
up  in  our  country,  and  sustain  themselves,  in  a 
competition  with  foreign  fabrics,  however  ad- 
vanced the  artS)  and  whatever  the  degree  of  pro- 
tectioa  may  be  in  foreign  countries.  Now  I  con- 
tend that  this  proposition  is  refitted  by  all  experi- 
ence, ancient  and  modern,  and  in  every  couotrr. 
If  I  am  askfd,^  why  unprot^ted  industry  should 
hot  succeed  in  a  struggle  with  protected  iodustqr, 
I  answer,  the  fctd  has  ever  been  so,  and  that  is 
sufficient ;  I  reply  that  uniform  experience  evinces 
that  it  cannot  succeed  in  such  an  unequal  contest, 
and  that^  is '  sufficient.  If  we  speculate  on- the 
causes  of  this  universal  truth,  we  may  differ  about 
them.  Still  this  indisputa))le  fact  remains.  And 
we  should  be  as  unwise  in  not  availing  ourselves 
of  the*  guide  which  it  furnishes,  as  a  man  would 
be  who  should  refuse  to  bask  iq;  the  ravs  of  the 
son,  b^ayse  he  could  '  not  agree  with  Judge 
Woodward  as  to  the  nature  of  the  substance  of 
that  planet,  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  heat  and 
light.  If  I  were  to  attempt'  to  particularize  the 
causes  whieh  prevent  the  success  of  the  manufac- 
turing arts,  Without  protec(ion,  I  should  say  that 
they  are^first,  the  obduracy  of  fixed  habits.  No 
nation^  no  individual,  will  easily  diange  an  estab- 
lished course  of  business,  even  if  it  be  unprofitable; 
and  least  of  all  is  an  agrioultural  people  prone  to 
innovation.  With  what  reluctance  do  they  not 
adopt  improvements  in  the  instruments  of  hus- 
bandry, or  in  modes  of  eultivatiun  !  If  the  farmer 
makes  a  good  crop,  and  sells  it  badly,  or  makes  a 
short  crop,  buoyed  up  by  hope,  he  perseveres,  and 
trusts  that  a  favorable  cnapge  ol  the  market,  or  of 
the  seasons,  will  enable  him,  in  the^soCceeding 
year,' to  repair  the  misfortunes  of  the  past.  Se- 
condly, the  uncertainty,  fluctuation,  and  unsteadi- 
ness, of  the  home  market,  when  liable  to  an  unre- 
stricted influx  of  fabrics  from  all  foreign  pations ; 
and,  thirdly,  the  ituperior  advance  ol  skill,  and 
amount  of  capital,  which^  foreign  iiatidns  have 
obtained,  by  the>protectiqn  of  their  own  iodiistry. 
From  the  latter,  or  from  other  causes,  the  unpro- 
tected manufactured  of  a  country  are  exj^sed  to 
the  danger  of  being  crushed  in  their  infancy, 
either  by  the  design  or  from  the  necessities  of  for- 
eign manufactitrers*  Qentlemen  are  incredulous 
as  to  the  attempts  of  foreign  merchants  and  man- 
ufacturers to  accomplbh  the  destructioa  of  ours. 
Why  should  they  not  make  'such  attempts?  If 
the  Scottish  manufacturer,  by  surcharging  our 
market,  m  one  year,  with  the  article  of  cotton 
bagging,  for  example,  should  so  reduce  the  price 
as  to  discourage  and  put  down  the  home  manu- 
facture, he  would  secure  to  himself  the  monopoly 
of  the  supply.  And  now  Having  the  exclusive 
possession  of  the  inarket,  perhaps  for  a  lonff  term 
of  years,  he  might  be  more  than  indemnified  for 
his  first  loss,  in  the  subsequent  rise  in  the  price  of 
the  article.  What  have  we  liot  seen  under  our 
own  eyes?    The  competition  hi  the  transporta- 
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tioo  of  the  mail,  between  this  place  and  Baltimore, 
«o  excited,  that  to  obtain  ft,  an  individual  offered, 
at  great  loss,  to  carry  it  a  whoie  year  for  one  dol- 
lar! His  calculation,  no  doubt,  was,  that,  by 
driving  hi^  competitor  off  the  road,  and  securing 
to  hinj^f  the  carripge  of  the  mail,  he  would  be 
afterwards  ablQ  to  repair  his  original  loss  by  new 
contracts  with  ihe  department.  Bnt  the  necessi- 
ties of  foreign  manufacturers,  without  imputing 
to  them  any  sinister  design,'  may  oblige  them  to 
thcow  into  our  market&  the  fabrics  which  have 
aecomolated  on  their  hands,  in' consequence -of 
obstruction  in  the  ordinary  vents,  or  from  over- 
calculation  ;  and.  the  forced  sales,  at  losing  prices^ 
may  prostrate  our  establishments.  From  this 
Tiew  of  the  subject,  it  follows  that,  if  we  would 
place  the  industry  oi  our  country  upon  a  solid  and 
unshakable  foi^adation,  we  must  adopt  the  pro- 
tecting pplicv,  which  has  every  where  succeeded, 
and  reject  that  which  would  abandon  i^  which 
has  every  where  failed. 

8.  But  if  the  policy  pf  protection  be  wise,  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  BARSoua)  has 
made  some  ingenious  calculations 'to  prove  that 
Che  DM^iMire  of  proteclion,  already  extended,  has 
been  sufficiently  great.  With  some  few  excep- 
tions, the  existing  duties,  of  which  he  has  made 
«a  estimate,  were  kfid  with  the  object  of  revenue, 
itnd  without  reference  to  that  of  eneobrajgament 
to  oar  domestic  industry ;  and,  although  it  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  incideptcil  effect  of  duties,  so  laid, 
is  to  promote  manufactures,  yet^  if  it  falls  sh6rt  of 
competent  protection,  the  duties  might  as  well 
not  have  been  imposed  with  reference  to  that  pur- 
pose. A  moderate  addition  may  accomplish  this 
desirable  end ;  and  the  proposed  t^iff  is  believed 
to  have  this  character. 

9.  The  prohibitory  policy,  it  is  confidently  as- 
serted, is  condemned  by  the  wisdom  of  Europe, 
and  by  her  most  enlightened  st^^tesmen.    Is  tais 
the  fact  ?    We  call  upon  gentlemen  to  show,  In 
what  instancy  a  natioti,  that  has  enjoyed  its  bene- 
^tSyh»s  surrendered  it.  .  [Here  Mr. Bar^oub  n>8e, 
Mr.  CLAT^ving  way, and  said,  thatfinffland  had 
departed  from  it  in  the  China  trade,  ia  allowing  us 
to  trad(  with  her  East  India  possessions,  and  in 
tolerating  oar  navigation  to  her  West  India  col- 
onies.]    With  respect  to  the  trade  to  China,  the 
whole  amoant  of  what>  England  hajs  done  is  to 
modify  *the  monopoly  of  the  East  India  Company 
in  behalf  of  one  and  a  small  part  of  her  subjects,. 
to  increase  the  commarce  of  another,  and  ithe 
greater  portion  of  them.  'The  aboKtion  of  the  tp- 
strictiofl,  therefore,  operates  altogether  among  the 
sabjeeu  of  England,  and. does  net, touch  at  all  the 
interests  of  foreign  Powers^/   The  toleration  of 
our  commerce  to  British  India  is  for  the  sake  of 
the  specie,  with  which  we  mainly  carry  on  that 
commerce,  and  which,  having  performed  its  cir- 
cnit,  recnrns   to  Qrear  -Britain  in  exchange  for 
British  manuiactores.    The  relaxation  from  the 
colonial  policy,  in  the  instance  of  our  trade  and 
navigation  with  the  West  Indies,  isti  most  unfor- 
tnnate  example  for  the  honorable  gentleman ;  for, 
it  is  ad  illastrioos  proof  of  the  success  of  oar  re- 
atrietive  policy,  when  resolutely  adhered  to.  Great 


Britain  had  prescribed  the  terms  on  which  we 
were  to  be  graciously,  allowed  to  carry  on  that 
trad&  The  effect  of  her  regulations  was,  to  ex- 
clude oar  navigation  altogether,  and' a  complete 
monopoly,  on  the  part  of  the  Britihh  navigation, 
was  secured.  We  forbade  it,  unless  our  vessels 
should  be  allowed  a  perfect  reciprocity.  Great 
Britain  stood  out  a  long  time ;  hut  finally  yielded, 
and  our  .navigation,  now  fairly  shares  with  hers 
in  the  trade;  Have  gentlemen  no  other  to  ex- 
hibit than  these  trifling  relaxations  from  the  pro- 
hibitory policy,  which  do  not  amoant  to  a  orop 
nn  th^  oueket,  to  prove  its  abandonment  by  Great 
Britain?  Let  them  show  us  that  her  laws  are 
repealed  which  prohibit  the  introduction  of  our 
flour  and  provisions ;  of  French  silks,  laces,  por- 
celain, manufactnres  of  bronze,  mirrors,  woollens : 
and  of  the  manufactures  of  all  others  nations ;  and 
then  we  .may  be  ready  to  alio  w^  Great  Britain  has 
jeally  abolished  her  prohibitory  policy.  We  find 
there,  on  the  contrary,  that  system  of  policy  in 
full  and  vigorous  pi»eration,  and  a  most  carioUsly 
interwoven  system  it  is^  as  she  enforces  it.  She 
begins  by  proteptmg  all  parts  of  her  immense  do- 
minions iigainst  foiieign  nations.  She  then  pro- 
te<it8  Chef  arent  country  against  the  colonies ;  and, 
finally,  doe  part  of  the  parent  country  against 
anotheCf  The  sagacity  of  Scotch  industry  has 
carried  the  process  of  distillation  to  a  perfection 
which  would  place  the  art  in  E|pj^land  on  a  foot- 
ing of  disadvantageous  competition,  and  Eng- 
lish distillation  has  been  protected  accordingly. 
'But,  suppose' it  were  even  trt^  that  Great  Brn- 
ain  had- abolished  all  restrictions  npon  trade,  and 
allot\red  the  freest  introduction  of  the  produce  of 
foreign  labor,' would  th^t  prove  it  unwise  for  us 
to  adopt  ;the  protecting  system  ?  The  object  of 
projection  is  the  establishment  and  perfection  of 
the  arts.  In  England,  it  has  accomplished  its 
purpose,  fulfilled  its  end.  If  she  hais  not  carried 
every  brandi  of  manufacture  to  the  same  hish 
state  of  perfection  that  any  other  nation  has,  she 
has  succeeded  ia  so  manv  that  she  n^ay  safely 
challenge  the  most  unshackled  competition  in  ex- 
changes, ^t  is  npon  this  very  gtound  that  many 
of  her  writers  recommend  an  awndontnent  of  ifaie 
prohibitory  system. x  It  is  to  yive  greater  scope  to 
British  ivdustry  and  enterprise.  It  is  upon  the 
same  selfish  principle.  The  object  of  the  moat 
berfoct  ireedom  of  trade,  with  such  a  nation  as 
Briuin,  add  of  the  most  rigorous  system  of  prohi- 
bition, with  a  nation  whose  arts  are  in  their  ioh 
fancy,  may  both  be  precisely  the  same;  In  both 
cases,  it  is  to  give  greater  expansion  to  native  in- 
dustry. They  only  differ  nn  the  theatres  of  their 
operation.  The  a^lition  of  the  restrictive  sys- 
,  tem,  by  Britain*  if  by  it  she  could  prevail  upon 
ether  nations  to  imitate*her  example,  would  have 
the  effect  of  extending  the  consumption  of  British 
produce- 'in  other  cdUntries,  where,  her  writers 
boldly  aflirm,  it  could  maintain  a  fearless  ^mpe- 
tition  with  the  produce  of  native  l&bor.  The 
adoption  of  the  restrictive  system,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  by  excluding  the  produce  of 
foreign  labor,  would  extend  the  consumption  of 
American  pcodace,  unable,  in  the  infancy  and  im- 
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protected  state  of  the  arts,  to  sustain  a  competitioji 
with  foreign  fabrics.  Let  our  arts  breathe  under 
the  shade  of  protection ;  let  them  be  perfected  as 
they  are  in  England,  and  we  shall  then  be  ready, 
as  England  now  is  said  to  be,  to  put  aside  protec- 
tion, and  to  enter  upon  the*  freest  exchanges. 
To  what  other  cause,  than  to  their  whole  pro- 
hibitory policy,  can  you  ascribe  British  prosper- 
ity ?  It  will  not  do  to  assign  it  to  tliat  of  her  an- 
tiquity; for  France  is  no  less  aoteiept,  though 
much  less  rich  and  powerful,  in  proportioa  to  the 
population  and  natural  advantages  of  Fraoce. 
Hallam,  a  sensibre  and  highly  approved  writer  on 
the  Middle  At^es,  assigns* the  revival  of  the  pros- 
perity of  the  North  of  Eui^qpe  to  the  success  of  the 
woollen  manufactories  of  Flanders,  and  the  com- 
merce of  which  their  fabrics  became  the  subject; 
and  the  comitiencement  of  that  of  England,  to  the 
establishment  of  similar  manufactures  there,  under 
the  Edwards,  and  to  the  prohibitions  which  began 
about  the  same  time.  As  to  the  poor  rates,  the 
theme  of  so  much  reproach,  without  Englanfl,  and 
of  so  much  regret  within  it,  among  her  specula- 
tive writers^  the  system  wka  a  strong  proof,  no  less 
Qf  hftf  unbounded  wealth,  than  of  her  pauperism. 
Wha't  other  nation  can  dispense,  in  the  ibrm  of 
regulated  charitjr,  the  enormous  sum,  I  believe,  of 
ten  or  twelve  millions  sterling ! 
s  [Mr.  Barhour  stated,  it  was  reduced  to  six ;.  to 
which  Mr.  Clay  replied^  that  he  entertained  no 
doubt  but  that  the  benign  operation  of  British 
protection  of  home  industry  had  greatly-  reduQ,ed 
it,  within  the  last  few  years,  by  the  full  employ- 
ment of  her  subjects,  of  "Which  her  ftonrishing 
trade  bore  Bvi(IenceJ  *  - 

The  number  of  British  paupers  was  the  result 
of  pressing  the  principle  of  population  to  iu  ut- 
most limits,  by  her  protecting  policy,  in  the  crea- 
tion of  wealth,  and  in  placing  the  rest  of  the  woild 
under  tribute  to  her  industry.  Donbtlesr,  the  con- 
dition of  Enffland  would  be  better  without  pau- 

ers,  if,  in  other  respects,  it  remained  the  same. 

\nX,  in  her  actual  circumstances;  the  poor  system 
has  the  salutary  effect  of  an  equalizing  corrective 
of  the  tendency  to  the  concentration  of  riches, 
produced  by  the  fenina  of  her  political  institutions, 
and  by  her  prohibitory  system.  . 

But,  is  it  true  that  England  is  convinced  of  the 
impolicy  of  the  profailiitory  system,  and  desirous 
to  abandon  it  t  What  proof  liave  we  to  that  ef- 
fect? We  are  asked  to  reject  (he  evidence,  dedu» 
dble  from  the  settled  and*  steady  practfce  of  En^ 
land,  and  to  take  lessons  in  a  school  of.  philoso- 
phical writers,  whose  visionary  theories  are  no 
wh^re  adopted ;  or,  if  adopted,  bring  with  them 
inevitable  distress,  impoyenshment,  and  ruin.  Let 
us  hear  the  testimony  of  an  illustrious  personage, 
entitled  to  the  greatest  attention,  because  he  speaks 
after  a  full  experiment  of  the  unrestrictive  system, 
made  in  his  own  empire.  I  jiope  I  shall  give  no 
ofienee  in  quoting  from  a,  publication  issued  from 
**the  Mint  of  Philadelphia;"^  from  a  work  of  Mr. 
Career,  of  whom  I  sieze,  with  great^  pleasure,  the 
occasion  to  say,  that  he  merits  the  public  grati- 
tude, for  the  disinterested  diligence  with  which 
he  has  collected  a  large  mass  of  highly  useful 
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facts,  and,  for  the  clear  and  convincing  reasomio^ 
with  which  he  generally' illustrates  them.  The 
Emperor  of  Russia,  in  March,  18^,  after  aboat 
two  years'  trial  of  the  free  systein,  says,  through 
Count  N^selrpde: 

<*  To  produce  hsppy  eiTects*  the  principles  of  eom- 
mercial  freedom  must  be  generally  adopted.  Th« 
State  which  sdopts,  whilst  others  reject  them,  moat 
condemn  its  own  indastry  and  commerce  to  pay  a  ra- 
inous  tribute  to  those  of  other  nstions." 

«( from  a  circulation  exempt  from  restraint,  and  liM 
facility  afibrded  by  reciprocal  exchangee,  almost  aQ 
the  Governments  at  first  resolved .  to  keek  the  meana 
of  repairing  the  evil  which  Europe  hod  been  doomed 
to  suffer ;  'but  experience  and  more  correct  calcala- 
tions,  because  they  were  made  from  Certain  data,  and 
upon  the  r^siilts,  already  known,  of  the  peace  that  had 
just  taken  place,  forced  them  soon  to  adhere  to  the 
'  prohibitory  system. 

"  England  preserved  hers.  Austria  remained  faith- 
ibl  to  the  rule  she  had  laid  down,  to  guard  hecsalf 
against  the  rivalship  of  for/eign  industry.  France, 
vHth  the  sa^  views,,  adopted  the  most  rigorous  mea- 
sures of  precaution.  And  Prussia  published  a  new 
tariff  in  October  last,  which  proves  thst  she  fbund  it 
impossible  pot  to  ibUow  the  example  of  the  rest  of 
Barope/' 

•  "•  In  proportion  as  the  jirohibttory  syaten  is  extend- 
ed and  rendered  perlkct  in  other  countries,  that  Btato 
which  purtues  ^  contrary  system,  makes,  from  day  to 
day,  sacrifices  more  extensive  and  mere  considerable. 
*  *  *  It  offers  a  continual  encouragement  to  the 
manufactures  of  other  countries ;  snd  its  own  mano- 
iactures  perish  in  the  struggle  which  they  ar^  as  yet, 
unable  to  msintain* 

^  It  is  wiih  the  most  lively  feelings  of  regret  we  ac^ 
knowledge  it  is  our  own  proper  experience  which  en* 
ables  us  to  traae  this  picture.  The  evils  which  it 
details 'hsve  been  resllzed  in  Russia  and  Poland,  sinoe 
the  conclusion  of  the  sot  of  the  7-19  December,  1818. 
Agriculture  Without  a  msrket,"  industry  without  pro- 
tectipn,  languish  and  decline.  Specie  is  exported, 
and  the  moat  solid  commercial  houses -are  shaken. 
The  public  prosperity  would  soon  feel  the  wlHind  in- 
flicted oh  private  fortunes^  if  -new  regulations  did  not 
promptly  change'  the  setual  state  of  idfaiik." 

^  Events  have  proved  that  o^nr  agriculture  and  our 
commerce,  as  well*  as  our  manufaoturing  industry, 
are  not.  only  paralysed^  but  brought  to  the  brink  of 
ruin." 

The  example  of  Spain  has  been  properly  refer- 
red to,  aa  affopding  a  sirring  prodf  of  the  calam- 
ities which  attend  a  .3tate  that  abandons  the  care 
of  its  own  internal  ihduatry.  Her  prosperity  was 
greatest  when  the  arts,  brought^  there  by  the 
Moors,  floiirished  most  ifi  that  Kingdom.  Then 
she  receiyed  from  England  her  wool,  and  returned 
it  in  the  manufactured  state ;.  and  then- England 
was  least  prosperous.  The  two  nations  have  re> 
yersed  conditions.  Spain,  after  the  discoyery  of 
America,  yielding  to  an  inordinate  passion  for  the 
gold  of  the  Indies,  sought  in  their  mines  that 
wealth  whi6h  might  -have  been  better  created  at 
honie.^  Can  the  remarkable  difference  in  the  alate 
of  the  prosperity  of  the  two  countries.be  otherwise 
explained  than  by  the  opposite  systems  which 
thev  pursued?  England,. by  a  sedulous  attentioa 
to  Ler  home  industry,  aopplied  the  means  of  an 
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adrantageous  commerce  with  her  colonies.  SimiD) 
bj  an  utter  neglect  of  her  domestic  resources,  con- 
fided altogether  in  those  irbiah  she  derived  from 
her  colonies,  and  presents  an  instance  of  the  great- 
est adversity^    Her  colonies  were  infinitely  more 
▼aluAhle  than  those  of  England;  and  if  ithe  had 
adopted  a  similar  policy/ is  it  unreasonable  to  sap- 
pose  that,  in  wealth  and  power,  she  would  h^re 
surpassed  that  of  England  ?    I  think  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  fVom  Virginia  does  great  injustice 
to  the  Catholic  religion,  in  specifying  that  as  one 
of  the  leading  causes  of  the  decline  of  ^pann:    It 
is  a  religion  entitled  to  great  respect ;  and  there 
is  nothing  in 'its.chara'cter  incompatible  with  the 
highest  degree  of  national  prosperity.      Is  not 
France,  the  xaost  polished,  and  in  niaqv  other  re- 
spects the  most  distinguished  Sta^  ot  Christen^ 
dom,  Catholic  7    Is  not  FlUnders,  the  mdat  popu- 
lous part  of  Ejurope,*  also  Catholic?     ^re  the 
Catholic  parts  of  Switzerland  and  of  Germany 
leas  prosperous- than  those  which  are  Protestant  ?- 
10.  The  next  objection  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia^  which  I  shall*  hrieAv  notice, 
is,  that  the  manufacturing  system  is  auverse  to 
the  genius  of  our  Government,  in  its  tendency  to 
the  accumulation  of  large  capitals  in  a  few  hands ; 
id  the  corruption  of  the  public  morals,  which  is 
alleged  to  be  incident  to  it ;  and  in  the  consequent 
danger  to  the  public  liberty.     The  first  part  of 
the  objection  would  apply  to  every  lucrative  bu- 
siness— to  commerce,  to    planting,  and    to 'the 
learned  professions.     Would  the  gentleman  intro- 
duce the  system  of  LycurgUs?    If  his  principle'' 
be  correct,  it  should  be  extended  to  any  ttnd  every 
vocation  which  ;had  a  similar  tendency.     The 
enormous  fortunes  in- our  eountrv — the  nabobs  of 
the  land— have  be^n  chiefly  made  by  the  profita- 
ble pursuit  of  that  foreign  commerce,'  in  more 
proi^ttioQs  times,  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  so  carefully  cherish.    Immense  estatei  have 
also  been  made  in  the  South.    The  dependants 
ars^  perhaps,  not  more  numerous  upon  that  wealth 
which  is  accumulated  in  manufactures,  than  they 
are  upon  that  which  is  acquired  by  comnverce 
and  by  agriculture.    We  may  safelr  confide  in 
the  la  ws  of  distributions,  and  In  the  absence  of  the 
role  of  primogeniture,  for  the  dissipation  (perhaps 
too  rapid)  of  large  fortunes.    What  has  oecome 
of  those  which  were  held  two  or  three  genera; 
tions  back  in  Virginia  7    Many  qf  the  descendants 
of  the.aiicient  aristocracy  (as  it  was  called)  of 
that  State,  are  now.  in  the  most  Indigent* condi- 
tion.   The  best  security  against  the  demoraliza- 
tion of  society  is  the  constant  and  profitable  em- 
ployment of  its  members.    The  greatest  danger  to 
public  kberty  is  from  idleness  and  vice.    If  man- 
ufactures form  eities,  so  does  commei^ee.    And  the 
disorders  and.  violeqce  which  proceed'  from  the 
coDtajgion  of  the  passiqns  are  as  frequent  iu  one 
descriptioji  of  those  communities  as  in  the  other. 
.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  yeomanry  of  a 
country  is  the  safest  depository  of  public  liberty.  In 
all  time  to  come,  and  under  any  probable  direc- 
tion of  the  labor  of  our  population,  the  agricultu- 
ral class  mu5t  be  much  the  most  numerous. and 
powertbly  and  will  ever  retain  (as  it  ought  to 


retain)  a  preponderating  influence  in  our  coimcils. 
The  extent  and  the  fertility  of  our  lands  consti- 
tute an  adequate  security  against  an  excess  in 
manufactures ;  and  also  against  oppression  on  the 
pact  of  capitalists  toWards.the  laboring  portions 
of  the  community. 

11.  The  last  objection,  with  a  notice  of  which 
I  shall  trouble  the  Committee,  is,  that  the  Consti- 
tution does  not  authorize  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
The.  gentleman  from  Virginia'  does  not  assert, 
indeed,  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  express  pro* 
visions  of  that  instrument,  but  he  thinks  it  incont^ 
patible  with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  "If  we 
attempt  to  provide  for  the  internal  improvement 
of  the  eonntry,  the  Constitution^  according  to  some 
gentlemen,  stands  in  ous  way.  IC  we  attempt  to 
protect  American  industry  against  foreisn  policy 
and  the  rivalry  of  foreign  industry,  the  Constitu- 
tion presents  an  insuperable  obstacle.  This  Con- 
stitution must  be  a  most  singular  instrument! 
Iteeems  to  be  made  for  anv  other  people  than  onr 
own.  Its  action  is  altogetner  foreigUs  Congress 
has  power  to  lay  duties  and  imposts,  under  no 
other  limitation  whatev^er  than  that  of  their  being 
uniform  throughoot  the  Unitfed  States.  But  they 
can  only  be  imposed,  according  to  the  honorabra 
gentleman,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  revenue.  This 
IS  a  restriction  which  we  do  not  find  iti  the  Cchi- 
stitutioA*  No  doubt  rev^ue  *was  a.  principal 
object  with  the  framers  bf  the  Constitution,  in 
inV^esting  Congress  with  the  power;  but,  in  exe- 
cuting it,  may  not  the  duties  and  imposts  be  so 
laid  as  to  secure  domestic  interests  ?  Or,  is  Con- 
gress denied  all  discretion  as  to  the  amount  or  the 
distribution  of  the  duties  al^d  imports? 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has,  however, 
entirelj:  mistaken  the  clause  of  the  Constitution 
i>n  which  we  Yely.  '  It  is  that  which  gives  to  Con- 
gress the  p6wer  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign 
nations.    The  grant  is  plenary,  without  any  limi- 


the  po^er^  as  that  is  to  declare  war.  What  is  a 
r.egulation  of. commerce?  It  implies  the  admis- 
sion or  exclusion  of  the  objects  of  it^  and  the  teims. 
Under  this  power,  some  articles,  by  the  elisting 
laws,  are  admitted  freely ;  others  are* subjected  to 
duties  SD  high  as  to  amount  to  their  prohibition ; 
and  various  rAtes  of  duties  are  applied  to  others* 
Under  this  power^  Uws  of  total  non-intercourse 
with  8om€|  nations,  and  'embargoes,  producing  an 
entire  cessatmn  df  commerce  with  all  foreign  coun- 
tries, have  been,  from  time  to  time,  passed.  These 
laws,  I  have  no  doubt,  met  with.the  entire  appro- 
bation of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  [Mr. 
Barboub  said  that  he  was  not  In  Congress.] 
Wherever  the  gentleman  was,  whether  on  his 
farm,  or  in  the  pursuit  of  that  profession  of  which 
he  is  an  ornament,  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  gave 
his  zealous  suoport  to  the  laws  referred  to. 
'  The  principle  of  the  system  under  consideration 
has  the.  sanction  of  some  of  the  b^t  and  wisest 
men  in  all  ages— in  foreign  countries  as  well  as 
in  our  own :  of  the  Edwards,  of  Henry  the  Greaty 
of  Elizabeth,,  of  the  Colberts,  abroad;  of  our 
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FntDklin,  Jefferson,  Madiaofi,  Hamilton,  at  home. 
Bat  it  comes  recommended  to  us  by  a  higher  au- 
thoritf  than  any  of  these,  illastrioos  as  they  un- 
qvestionably  are — by  the  master  spirit  of  the  age-^ 
that  extraordinary  man,  who  has  thrown  the 
Alexanders  and  the  Caesars  infinitely  farther  be- 
hind him  than  they  stood  in  advance  of  the  most 
eminelit  of  their  predecessors — that  singular  man 
who,  whether  he  was  seated  on  his  imperial 
tltfone,  deciding  the  fate  of  nations,  and  allotting 
kitfgdoms  tq  the  members  of  his  family,  with  the 
same  composnie,  it  not  with  the  same  affectiob, 
as  that  with  which  a  Virginia  father  divides  his 
jdantations  among  his  children,,  or  on  the  mis- 
erable rock  of  St.*  Helena,  toiwhich  he  was  con- 
demned '  by  the  cruelty  and  the  injustice  of  his 
unworthy  victors,  is  equally  an-  object/of  the  most 
intense  admhration.  He.  appears  tp  have  compr^ 
bended;  with  the  rapidity  or  intuition,  the  true'in- 
teiests  of  a  State,  and  to  have  been- able,  by  the 
tarn  of  a  single  expression,  to  develop  the  secret 
nnfiaffs  of  the  policy  of  caoinets.  We  find  that 
Las  Casas  reports  him  to  have  said : 

"He  opposed  ^%  prinqplfs  of  eoonomists,  whichy 
he  said,  were  correct  ih  theory,  though  erroneous,  in 
their  tpplication.  The  political  constitution  of  dif- 
ferent States,  continued  he,  must  render  these  prin- 
ciples. Jefeclive  i  Tqosl  eircumstanees  continually  call 
f«r  deviations  fcom  their  uniformity.  Duties,  he  said, 
which  were  so  severely  condemned  by  political  econo- 
mists, ^ottld  not,  it  is. true,-  be  an  object  to  the  treW 
ury ;  they  should  be  the  guaraatee  and  protection  of 
a  nation,  and  should  correspond' with  the  nature  and 
the  objects  of  its  trsde.  Holland,  which  is  destitute 
of  productions  and  jnanufactures,  and  which  has  a 
trace  only  oi  transit'  and  comraissiont  should  be  free 
of  all  fetters  and  barriers.  ■  France,  oa  the  cot^trary, 
which  is  rich  in  every  sort  of  production  and  manu- 
factures, should  incessantly  guard  against  the  impor- 
tations of  a  rival,  who  might  still  contiiue  superior  to' 
her,  and  also  against  the  cupidity,  egotism,,  and  indif- 
ftrence  of  mere  broilers. 

"  I  have  net  fallen  into  the  'error  of  modem  sys- 
tematizers,"  said  the  Emperor,  <<  who  imagine  that  all 
the  wisdom  of  nations  is  centered  in  themselves.  Ex- 
perience is  the  true  wisdom  of  natioas.  And  wha^ 
dees  all  the  reas<ming  of  economists  amount  to  ?  They 
inosssantly' extol  the  pcospsiity  of  Ehlgland,  and  hold 
her  up  as  our  model ;  but  the  enstom-honse  system  ia 
more  burdensome  and  arbitrary  in  England  than  in 
any  other  oountry..  They  also  condemn  prohibitions ; 
yet  it  was  England  iet  the  example  of  prohibitions; 
and  they  are,  in  fact,  necessary^  with  regard  to  certain 
objects^  Duties  cannot  adeayately  supply  the  place 
of  prohibitions ;  there  will  always  be  found  means  to 
defeat  the  object  of  the  legislator.  In  France  we  are 
still  very  far  behind  on  these  delicatcB  points,  which 
are  still  unperceived  or  ill  understood  by  the  mass  ef 
society.  Yet,  what  advancement  have  we  not  made  1 
What  correctness  of  ideas  has  been  introduced  by  my 
gradual  classification  of  agriculture,  industry,  and 
trade;  objects  so  distinct  in  themselves,  and  which 
present  so  great  and  positive  a  graduation  ! 

*<  1st.  Agricultures  the  soul,  the  first  basis  of  the 
empire. 

*'3d.  industry}  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the 
population. 

*<9d.    Foreign   trade  g   the   superabundance^  the 


proper  application  of  the  surplus  of  agricnhare  and 
industry. 

**  Agriculture  was  continuaUy  improving  during  the 
whole  course  of  tbe  revolution.  Foreigners  thought 
it  ruined  in  France.  In  1814,  however^  the  English 
were  compelled' to  admit  thai  We  had  little  or  nothing 
to  learn  from  them. 

**  Industry  or  manufactures,  and  Internal  trade, 
made  immense  progress  during  my  reign.  The  ap- 
plication of  chemistry  to  the  mannfaetnres  caused 
them  to  advance  with  giant  strides.  I  gave  an  im- 
pulse, the  effects  of  whidi  extended  throughout  Eu- 
rope. 

**  Foreigq  trade,  which,  in  its  results,  is  infinitely 
inferior  to  agriculture,  was  an'  oiject  of  subordinate 
importance  in  my  mind.  Foreign  trade  ia  made  for 
agriculture  and  home  industry,  and  not  the  two  latter 
for  the  former^  The  interests  of  these  three  funds- 
mental  cases,  are  diverging  and  fiequentlj  conflictiDg. 
I  always  promoted  themia  their  natural  gradatien; 
but  I  could  not  and  ought  not*  to  have  ranked  them 
all  on  an  equality.  Time  will  unfold  what  I  have 
done,  the  national  lesources  which  I  created,  and  the 
emancipation  from  the  English,  which  1  brooght  about. 
We  hsivcnow  the  secret  o/  the  commercial  treaty  of 
1783.  France  still  ekclaime  algeinst  Itis  author  ;<  but 
the  English  demanded  it  on  pain  of  resuoring  the  war. 
They  wished  to  do  the  s^ime  after  tbe^  Treaty  of 
Amiens ;  but  I  was  thea  all  powerful ;  I  was  a  hun- 
dred cubits  high.  I  replied^  tha^  if  they  were  in  po<- 
.  session  of  the  heights  of  Montmartre,  I  would  still  re- 
fuse to  sign,  the  treaty.  These  words  were  echoed 
tbi'ough  Europe. 

*f  The  English  will  now  impose  some  such  treaty 
on  France;  at  least  if  popular  clamor,  and  the  oppofi- 
tion  of  the  msss  of  the  nation,  do  not  force  them  to 
draw  back.  Thia  thraldom  would  be  an  *  addttoniil 
disgrace  in  the  eyes  of  that  nation,  which  is  now  be- 
ginning to  acquire  a  just  perception  of  her  own  in- 
terests. \  ^ 

*''WhenI  came  to  ^e  head  of  the  Government,' ths 
American  ships,  which  were  permitted  to  enter  oor 
'ports  en  the  score  of  their  neutrality,  brought  us  ravr 
materials,  and  had  the  impudence  toiaail  .from  Franis 
without  freight,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  in  cargoes 
of  English  goods  in  London.  They  moreover  had  ths 
insolence  to-make  their  payments,  when  they  had  any 
to  make,  by,  giving  bills  on  persons  in  London. 
Hente  the  vast  profits  reaped  by,  the  English  maoo- 
factmers  and  brokers,  ent^irely  to  our  prejudice.  I 
made  a  law  that  no  American  should  import  goods  to 
any  amount  without  immediately  exporting  their  et- 
get  equivalent  A  loud  outcry  was' raised  agsinst 
this :  it  Was  Jiaid  that'  I  had  mined  trade.  But  what 
was  the  consequence  1  Notwithstanding  the  closKig 
of  my  ports,  and  in  spite  cd  the  English,  who  ruled 
the  seasf  the  Americans  returned  and  submitted  is 
my  regulations  t  What  might  I  not  have  done  under 
more  ftivorable  circumstances! 

<*  Thus  I  naturalised  in  France  the  manulictnrB  of 
cotton,  which. includes: — 

«« 1st.  ^un-fiotUm. — We  did  net  previously  spin  ij 
ourselves ;  the  English  supplied  ue  with  it  as  a  sort  of 
Avor. 

«*2d.  7%e  tod&.— We  did  not  yet  make  it;  itcsms 
to  us  from  abroad.  * 

•»3d.  The  printvng.^ThvB  was  the  only  psxt  of  tb« 
,  manufacture  tb^  we  performed  ourselves.  I  wished 
to  naturalin  the  two  first  branches;  and  I  proposed  to 
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tlM  ConiicU  of  State  that  thnr  imporUti^o  abeuld  be 
prohibited.  Thie  excited  ^reat  tlarm.  I  eent  for 
Oberkamp,  and  convened  with  him' a  longtime*  I 
learned  from  him  that  this  prohibition  would  doubtleei 
produce  a  shock,  bat  thai,  after  a  year  or  two  6f  pe> 
■everance,  it  would  prove  a  triumph,  whence  we  should 
derive  immense  advantages.  Then  I  issued  my  de- 
cree in  spite  of  all;  this  was  a  true  piece  of  states- 
manship. ' 

"  I  at  first  confined  myself  merely  to  prohibiting  the 
web ;  Uien  I  extended  the  prohibition  to  spun  cotton ; 
and  we  now  poseess  within  ourselves  the  three  branch- 
es of  the  cotton  manufacture,  to  the  great  benefit  of 
oar  popalatioD,  and  the  iqjury  and  regret  of  the  ^ng- 
lishr—rwhich  proves  that  in  civil  govern meoti  as  well  as 
in  war,  decision  of  character  is  often  indispensable  to 
wiccess. 

1  would  trouble  the  CoQiniittee  with  only  one' 
other  qootation,  which  I  shall  make  from  Lowe, 
and  from  hearing  which  the  Committee  must 
9hare  with  me^in'che  mortifie^tiotf  which  I  felt  on 
peritakig  it.  That  anchor  says :  "  It  is  now  atove 
'  forty  years  since  the  Unit%d  States  of  America 
'  were  definitiveiy  separated  fVom  as,  and  since 
^  their  sitnation  has  afforded  a  proof  tmit  the  hene- 
*■  fit  of  mercantile  intercourse  may  be  retained,  in 
^  all  its  extent,  without-  the  care  of  governing,  or 
'  the  expense  of  defending,  these  onc^  regretted 
'  provinces."  Is  there  not  too  much  truth  iiv  this 
obserration.?  By  adhering  to  the  foreign  policy, 
which  I  hare  been  'discussing,  do  we  not  remain 
essentially  British,  in  erery^  thing  but  the  form  of 
our  Gk>rernment  1  Are  not  our  interests,  our  in- 
dustry, our  commerce,  so'itiodified  as  to  swell 
British  pride,  atfd  to  increase  British  power? 

Mr*  Chaii^man  our  Confederacy  comprehends 
within  its  vast  limits  great  diversity  of  interests--^ 
agricultural,  planling,  farming,  commercial,  navi- 
^ting,  fishine,  manufacturing.    No.6ne  bf  these 
interests  is  felt  in  the  same  degree,  and  cherished 
with  the  same  solicitude,  through  all  *parts  of  -the 
Union.    Some  df  them  are  peculiar  to  particular 
sections  of  our  common  country.    But  all  these 
great  interests  are  confided  to  the  protection  of  one 
Gravernmeat' — to  the  fate  of  one  ship ;  and  i^*most 
gallant  ship  it  is,  with  a  noble  crew.    If  we  pros* 
per,  and  are  happy,  protection  must  be  extended 
to  all — it  is  due  to  all.    It  is  the  ffrettt  pkfhciple  on 
which  obedience  is  demanded'  fron^  alK    If  our 
essential  interests  cannot  find  protection  from  our 
own'  Government  againsc  the  policy  of  foreign 
Powers,  where  are  they  to  get  it  ?    We  did  not 
unite  for  sacrifice,  but  fojr  preservation^.    The  in- 
quiiy  should  be,  in  reference  to'  the  gteat  interests , 
of  every  section  of  the  Union,  (I  speak  not  of 
minute  subdivisions,)  What -would  be  done  for. 
thi^  interests  if  that  section  stood  alone  and  sep- 
arated from  the  residue  of  the  Republic  ?    If  the 
promotion  of  those  interests  would  not  ipjuriously 
affect  any  other  section,  then  every  thing  should 
be  done  for  them  which  would  be  done  if  it  formed 
a  distinct  Gkjvemment..   If  they  coihe  into  abso- 
lute collision  with  the  interests  of  another  section, 
a  reconciliation,  if  possible,  should  be  attempted, 
by  mutual  concession,  so  as  to  avpid  a  sacrifice  of 
the  prosperity  of  either  to  that  of  the  other.    In 
such  a  case,  all  should  not  be  done  forDne,  which 


would  be  done  if  it  were  separated  and  indepea>* 
dent,  but- something;  and,  in  devising  the  mea»> 
ure,  the  good  of  each  part  and  of  the  whole  should 
be  carefully  consulted.  This  is  the  only  mode  by 
which  we  can  preserve,  in  full  vigor, Ihe  harmony 
of  the  whole  Union.  The  South  entertains  one 
opinion,  and  imt^ines  that  a  modification  of  the 
existing  policjr  of  the  country,  for  the  protection 
of  American  industry,  involves  the  ruin  of  the 
South.  The  North,  the  East,  the  West,  hold 
the  opposite  opinion,  and  fed,  and  contemplate, 
in  a  longer  aaherenoe  to  the  foreign  policy,  as 
it  how  exists,  their  utter  destruction.  Is  it  true 
that  the  interests  of  these  great  section^  of  our 
country  are  irreconcilable  with  each  other  ?  Are 
we  reduced  to-  the  sad  and  afflicting  dilemma 
of  determining'  which  shall  fall  a  victim  to  the 
prosperity  of^the  other  ?  Happily,  I  think,  there 
IS  no  such  distressinff  alternative.  If  the  North^ 
the  West,  and  the  East,  formed  an  independent 
State,  unassociated  with  the  South,  cat)  there  be 
a  doubt  that  the  restrictive  sy'stem  would  be  ear* 
ried  to  the  point  of  prohibitroo.  of  every  foreign 
fhbric  of  w.hich  they  produce  the  raw  material, 
and  which  they  could  mahufiicture  7  Such  would 
be  the$r  policy,  if  they  stood  alone ;  but  they  are, 
fortunatel)r,  connected  with  the  South,  which  b^ 
lieves  its  interest  to  remiire  a  free  admission  of 
foreign  manufactures.  Here,  then,  is  a  case  ^for 
mutual  concession,  for  fhir  compromise.  ■  The  bill 
under  consideration  presedts  this  compromise.  It 
is  a  medium  between  the  absolute  exclusion  and 
the  unrestricted  admission  of  the  produce  of  for-* 
eigH'  industrv.  It  sacrifices  the  interest  of  neither 
section  to  that  of  the  oth^r ;  neither,  it  is  truCi 
gets  all  that  it  wants,  nor  is  subject  to  all  that 
it  fears.  But  it  has  been  said  that  the  Sonth  ob- 
tains nothing  ki  this  compromise.  Does  it  lose 
any  thing  ?  is  the  first  question.  I  have  endeav* 
olred  to  prove  that  it  do^  not,  by  shoeing  that  a 
mere  transfer  is  effected  in  the  source  of  the  sup* 
ply  of  its  cbnsumption  from  Europe  to  America; 
and  that  theiossL  whatever  it  may  be,  of  the  sale 
of  its  great  staple  in  Europe,  is  compensated  by 
the  new  market  created  in  America.  But  does 
the  Southi  really'  gain  nothing  in  this  eompro* 
raise  ?  The  consumption  of  the  other  sections^ 
thoofh  somewhat  restricted,  is  still  left  open,  by 
this  bilh,  to  foreign  fabrics  purchased 'by  Southern 
staples.  So  far  its  operation  is  beneficial  to  the 
South,  and  prejudicial  to  the  industry  of  the  other 
sections,  ana  that  is  the  point  of  mutual  conces- 
sion. The  South  will  also  gain^by  tie  extended 
consumption  of  its  great  stapl^  produced  by  an 
qreasM  capacity  to  consume  it,  in  consequence  of 
the  estabhshment  of  the  h6me  market.  But  the 
South, cannot  exert  its  industry  and  enterprise  in 
tbe  business  of  manufactures.  Why  not  1  The 
difficulties,  if  not  exag;gerated,  are  artificial,  and 
may,  therefore,  be  surmounted.  But  can  the  other 
sections  embark  in  the  planting  occupations  of  tbe 
South  ?  The  obstructions  which  forbid  them  are 
natural,  created  by  the  immutable  laws  of  God, 
and  therefore  unconquerable. 

Other  and  animatingfconsiderations  invite  us  to 
adopt  the  policy  of  this  system.    Its  importance, 
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in  conoexion  with, the  general  defence  in  time  of 
war,  cannot  fail  to  be  duly  estimated.  Need  I 
recall  to  our  painful  recollection  the  sufftrrings, 
for  the  want  of  an  adequate  supply  of  ab^lute  ne- 
cessaries, to  which  the  defenders  of  tl^eir  country's 
rights  and  our  entire  population  were  subjected 
during  the  late  war?  Or  to  remind  the  ConMnil- 
tee  of  the  great  advantages  of  a  steady  and  un- 
failing source  of  supply,  unaffected  alike  in  war 
and  in  pca6e  ?  Its  importance,  in  reference  to  the 
stability  of  our  Union,  that  paramount  and  great- 
est of  all  our  interests,  cannot  fail  warmly  to  re- 
commend it,  or  at  least  to  conciliate  the  forbear- 
ance of  every  patriot  bos'om^  Now  our  people 
present  the  spectacle  of  a  vast  assemblage  ot  jeal- 
ous rivals,  all  ea^rly  rushing  to>  the  sea  board, 
jostling  each  other  in  their,  way,  to  hurry  o^*  to 
glutted  foreign  markets  the  perishable  produce  of 
their  labor.  l*he  tendency  of  that  policy^  in  con- 
formity, to  which  this  hiU  is  prepared,  is  ta  trans- 
form these  competitors  into  friends  and  mutudl 
customers;  and,  by  the  reciprocal  exchanges  of 
their  respective  productions,  to  place  the  Confed- 
eracy upon  the  most  solid  of  all  foundations,  the 
basis  01  common  interest.  And  is  not  Govern- 
ment called  upon,  by  every  stimulating  motive,  to 
adapt  its  policy  to  the  factual  condition  and  ex- 
tended growth  of  our  great  Republic?  'At  the 
commencement  of  our  Constitution,  almost  the 
whple  population  of  the  United  States  was  con- 
fined between  the  Alleghany  Mountains  and  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.  Since  that  epoch,  the  western 
part  of  New  York,  of  Pennsylvania,  of  Virginia, 
al)  the  western  States  and  territories,  have  been 
principally  peopled.  Prior  to  that  period  we  had 
scarcely  any  interior.  An  interior  has  sprung  pp, 
as  it  were,  by  enchantment,  and'  alon^  with  it 
new  interests  and  new  relations,  requiring  the 
parental  protection  of  Government.  Our  policy 
should  be  modified  accordingly,  so  as  to  compre- 
hend all)  and  sacrifice  none.  And  are  we  not 
encouraged  by  the  success  of  past  experience,  in 
respect  to  the  only  article  which  has  been  ade- 
quately protected  ?  Already  have  the  predictions 
of  the  friends  of  the  American  system,  in  even  la 
shorter  time  than  their  most  sanguine  hopfes  eoi;ild 
have  anticipated,  been  completdy  realized  in  re- 

Sard  to  that  article ;  and  the  consumption  ia^  now 
etter  add  cheaper  supplied  with  coarrse  cottons, 
than  it  was  under  the  prevalence  of  the  foreign 
syatem. 

Even  if  the  benefit  of  the  policy  were  ihnited  to 
certain  sections  of  our  country,  would  it  not  be 
satisfactory  to  behold  Americaii  industry,  wherever 
situated,  active,  animated,  and  thrifty,  rather  than 
persevere  in  a  course  which  renders  us  subservi- 
ent to  foreign  industry?  But  these  benefits  are 
two-fold,  direct,  and  collateral,  and  in  the  one 
shape  or  the  other,  they  will  diffuse  themselves 
throughout  the  Cnion.  All  parts  of  the  Union 
will  participate,  more  or  less,  in  both.  As  to  the 
direct  benefit,  it  is  probable  thai  the  North  and 
the  East  will  enjoy  the  largest  share.  But  the 
West  and  the  South  will  also  participate  in  them. 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Richmond,  will  di- 
vide with  the  Northern. capitalists  the  business  of 


manufacturing.    The  latter  city  aaltes  more  ad- 
vantages for  lis  Successful  prosecution  rhan  any 
other  place  I  know,  Zanesville,  in  Ohio,  only  ex- 
cepted.   And  wBere  the  direct  benefit  does  not  ac- 
crue, that  will  be  enjoyed  of  supplying  the  .raw 
material  and  provisions  for  the  consumption  of  ar- 
tisans.  Is  it  not  most  desirable  to  put  at  rest  and  pre- 
vent the  annual  recurrence  of  this  unpleasant  sub- 
ject, so  well  fitted,  by  the  various  interests  to  which 
it  appeals,  to  excite  irritation  and  to  produce  dis- 
content?   Can  that  be  effected  byr  its  rejection? 
Behold,  the  mass  of  petitions  which  lie  op  our 
table,  earnestly  and  anxiously  entreating  the  pro- 
tecting interposition  of  Congress  against  the  ruia- 
ous  policy  which  we  are  pursuing.     Will  these 
petitioners,  comprehending  all  orders  of  society, 
entire  States  and  comijnui^ities,  public  companies, 
and  private  individuals,  spontaneously  asaembliDg, 
cease  in  their  humble  prayers  by  your  leodioga 
deaf  ear  ?    Can  you  expect  that  tli«se  petitioners, 
and  orthelrs,  in  countless  numbers^'  that  will,  if  you 
delay  the  passage  of  this  bill,  supplicate  your 
mercy,  should  contemplaie  their  substance  gradu- 
ally withdrawn  to  foreign  countries,  their  rain 
slow,  but  certain,. and  as  inevitable  as  death  itself, 
without  one  expiring  effort  ?  -  You  think  the  mea- 
sure injurious  to  you ;  we  believe  our  preservation 
depends  upon  its  adoption.    Our  ccmvictions,  ma- 
tually  honest,  are  equally  strong.  •  What  is  to  be 
done  ?    I  invoke  that  saving  spirit  of  mutual  con- 
cession under  which  our  blessed  Constitution  was 
formed,  and  under  which  alone  it  can  be  happily 
administered.     I  appeal  to  the  South — to  the 
high-minded,  generous^  and  patriotic  South — with 
w^ich  I  have  so  often  co-operated,  in  attempting 
to  sustain  ^he  honor  and  to  vindicate  tHe  rights  <^ 
ourcoutitry.    Should  it  not  offer,  upon  the  altar 
of  the  public  ^ood,-  some  st&crifice  of  its  peculiar 
opinions?    01  what  does  it  complain?    Ajpossi- 
hie4emporary  enhancement  in  the  objects  of  cos- 
sumption.    Of  what  do  we  complaru  ?    A  total 
incapacity,  produced  by  the  foreign  policy,  to  par- 
chaslB-at  any  price,  necessary  foreign  objects  of  con- 
sumption.   'In  such  an  alternative,  inconvenient 
only  to  it,  ruinousr  to*  us,  can  we  expect  too  much 
from  Southern  magnanimity  ?    The  just  and  con- 
fident expectation  of  the  passage  of  this  bill  has 
flooded  the  countfv  with  recent  importations  of 
foreign  fabrics.    It.  it  should  not  pass,  they  will 
complete  the  work  of  destruction  of  our  domestic 
^idustry.    If  it  should  pass,  they  will  prevent  anjr 
considerable  jrise  in  the  price  of  foreign  commodi- 
ties, until  our  own  industry  shall  b<e  able  to  sup- 
ply competent  substitutes. 

To  the  friends  of  the  tariff  I  would  also  ani- 
iously  appeal.  Every  arrangement  of  its  provi- 
sion does  not  suit  each  of  you.;  you  desire  some 
further  alterations  ^  you  -vouid  make  it  perfect. 
You  want  what  you  will  never  get.  Nothing 
human  is  perfect.  And  I  have  seen,  with  grtst 
surprise,. a  piece  sisned  by  a  member  of  Congress, 
published  in  the  ^* National  Intelligencer,"  stating 
that  this  bill  must  be  rejected,  and  a  judicious 
tariff  brought  in  as  its  substitute.  A  J^*^*^ 
tariff  1  No  member,  of  Congress  could  have  sigo^ 
that  piece ;  or,  if  he  did,  the  public  ought  not  to 
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be  deceived.  If  this  bill  do  not  pass,  unquestiona- 
bly no  otber  can  pass  at  this  session,  or  probably 
during  this  Congress.  '  And  who  will  go  home 
and  say  that  he  rejected  all  the  benefits  of  this 
bill,  becaase  molasses  has  been  .subjected  to  the 
enormous  additional  duty  of  five  cents  per  gallon  ? 
I  call,  therefore,  upon  the  friends  of  the  American 
policy  to  yield  somewhat  of  their  own  peculiaf 
wishes,  and  not  to  reject  the  practicable  in  the  idle 
pun>uit  after  the  unattainable.  Let  us  imitate  the 
illustrious  example  of  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  always  remembering  that  whatever 
springs  from  man  partakes  of  his  imperfections, 
depend  upon  ezperieoce  to  suggest,  in- future,  the 
necessary  amendments. 

We  have  bad  great  difficulties  to  encounter,  l. 
The  splendid  tatents  whiich  are*  arrayed  in  this 
House  agiiinst  us.  2.  We  are  opposed  by  the  rich 
and  powerful  in  the  land.  3.  The  .Kx^utive 
Government,  if  any,  affords  us  but  a  cold  and 
equivocal  support.  4.  The  importing  and  navi- 
gating *intereats,  I  verily  believe  from  misconcep- 
tion, are  adverse  to  us.  5.  The  British  factors 
and  the  British  inftuence  i^re  inimical  to  our  suc- 
cess. 6.  Lon^  established  habits  and  prejudices 
oppose  us.  7.  The  reviewers  and  literary  specu- 
lators, foreign  and  domestic.  And,,  lastly,  the 
leading  presses  of  the  country,  includinff  the  in- 
fluence of  that  which  is  .established  in  this  city, 
and  ^usuiined  by  the  public  purse. 

From  some  of- these,  or  other  causes,  the  bill 
may  be  postponed,  thwarted,  defeated.  But  the 
cause  is  the  cause  of  the  country,  and  it  mutt  and 
will  prevail.  It  is  founded  jp  the  interests  and 
affections  of  the  people.  It  is  as  native  as  the 
granite  deeply  embosomed  in  our  mountains.  And, 
in  conclusion,  1  would  pray  (jk)d,  in  His  infinite 
mercy,  to  avert  from  our  country  the  evils  whict\ 
are  imoending  over  it,  and,  by  enlightening  our 
councils,  to  conduct  us  into  tha(  path  which  leads 
to  riches^  to  greatness,  to  glory.      / 

When  Sir.  Clay  had  con^uded,*  Mr..  Rankin, 
of  Mississippi,  rose  an4  spoitetill  past  three  o'clock, 
when  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  that  the  Commit- 
tee rise,  and  the  Uouse  adjourned. 


THtTRdOAT,  April  1. 

Mr.  RicH^  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  fcom  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson," 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendment,  and  the 
bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  vie :  "An  act  confirming  certain  arcts  of 
James  Miller,  as  Governor  of  the  Territory  ot 
Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  ^nd  "An  act 
altering  the  times  of  holding  the  courts  in  the 
District  of  Colambia  3"  in  which  bills  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

THR  TARIFF  BILL. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  th^  Union,  on  the  bill  to 
amend  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports, 
Mr.  CoMoioT  in  th«  Chair. 


Mr.  Rankin  resumed  and  concluded  the  speech 
he  commenced  yesterda5^  on  the  general,  princi- 
ples of  the  bill.  His  remarks  are  given  entire,  as 
toUows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  must  leave  to  others  the  ad- 
miration of  that  •  wonder(ul  system  of  policy 
adopted  by  England,  which  has  raised  her  na- 
tional debt  to  the  enormous  sum  of  800,000,000 
of  pounds  sterling,'  the  interest  of  which  is  30,000- 

000  per  annum,  a  system  which,  by  prohibitions 
and  attempts  to  protect  her  manufactures,  as  I 
shall  presently  sho^  has  made  a  large  portion  of 
her  people  paupers,  and  which  compels, her  to  pay 
annually,  ior  England  and  Wales  only,  in  the 
support  of  the  poor,  £fi,000,000 ;  a  sum  exceeding 
in  amount  the  whole  revenue  of  the  United  States; 
a  policy  which  requires  her  to  put  a  tax  on  'malt, 
b^r,  and  spirits  distilled  from  min,  wkh  the  ad- 
dition of  leather,  of  J£9;l50j000;  a  policy  which 
compels  her,  with  a  popolauon  one-tnird  less  than 
that  of  France,  to  raise  a^eveoue.of  £44,000,000 
for  ^he  support  of  Oovernment,  while  France 
meets  her  expenses  by  a  revenue  of  £37,000,000, 
(when  it  ought,  having  regard  to  her  population, 
to  be  nearly  £60,000,000;)  a  policy  which  requires 
every  thing  to  be  taxed,  except  the  air  her  people 
breathe ;  others  may  admire  this  wonderful  sys- 
tem, and. "  that  stupendous  monument  of  human 
wisdom,  the  British  constitution ; "  but,  I'^ope  to 
be  permittefl  to  iook  with  (tumble  admiration  on 
the  Constitution^  the  institutions,  and  policy  of  my 
own  country ;  a  policy  which,  in  less  than  half  a 
century,  has  elevated  us  to  a  pinnacl/  of  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  which  no  nation  in  Europe 
has  leached,  >in  the  sl^w  progress  of  .knore*than 
ten  centuries ;  a  policy  which  leaves  men  to  pur- 
sue wealth  and  nappmes^  in  that  way  which  is 
most  agreeable  to  them,  protected,  but  not  op- 
pressed by  Jegislation ;  a  policy  which  does  not 
propose  to*  tax  one  portion  of  the  community  for 
the  benefit  of  another ;  does  not  attempt  to  force 
into  existence  things  for'  which  We  are  not  pre- 
pared ;  does  not  subject  a^mad's  home  to  the  in- 
quisitive and  odious  search  of  the  exciseman ;  or 
waste  the  fruits  of  his  industry*  for  the  tax  gath- 
erer*; but  Which'  protects  all  classes,  in  their  law- 
ful pursuits,  and  fosters  industry  every  where. 
Gentlemen  may,  if  they  please,  call  this  "  foreign 
policy  a  "  ruinous  system*.^'  I  have  no  hesitation 
m  avowing  myself  its  advocate.  I  am  also  an 
advocate  for  the  purchase  of  an  article  manufac- 
tured by  foreign  hands,  when  I  cad  procure  it  for 
If  price  one-third  or  one-half  less  ih»fk  that  manu- 
factured in  my  awn  country  I  do  this,  first, 
from  a  principle  which  governs  almost  everyone; 
because  it  is  my  interest  to  do  so ;  and  secondly, 
becaase  it  is  tne  interest  of  the  community  to 
which  I  belong.'  The  public  interest  is  but  the 
aggregate  of  every  individual  interest  in  society. 

1  am  not  the  advocate  of  anv  systepa,  the  design 
of  which  is  to  make  men  wealthy  without  capital, 
industry,  or  economy,  by  imposing  taxes  on  some 
more  prosperous  Oc  industrious  portion  of  the 
nation. 

The  South,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  has  been  often 
mentioned  in  the  course  of  this  discCbssion,  and  the 
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patriotism  of  the  South  has  been  appealed  to  with 
peculiar  force.  What  does  the  Sooth  demand  of 
Coogress  ?  Only  that  her  capital  and  industry 
may  not  be  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  some  other 
sectioa  of  the  Union.  She  asks  not  that  the 
North  and  the  West  be  taxed  for  her  benefit,  (as 
has  been  alleged,)  but  to  pay  Yfer  proportions  of  the 

Eublic  burdens^  as  she  necessarily  does,  by  payinj^ 
er  portion  of  the-  duties  imposed  for  the  purposes 
of  revenue,  on  the  articles  oi  foreign  manufacture 
^he  consumes.  Jt  is  the  excellency  of  ouf  system 
of  coUectiog  revenue,  that  it  is  wholly  immaterial 
whether  the  dutv  be  collected  in  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  or  elsewhere;  every  individual  pays 
his'portron  of  that  duty  on  the  article  he  con- 
sumes— no  matter  where  his  residence  may  be— 
he  pays  no  more-^he  can  pay  no  more.  The  al* 
legation,  therefore,  that  the  North  kni  West  are 
taxed  for  the  benefit  of  the  South,  is  without  .a 
shadow  of  foundation.-  The  charge  that  our 
policy  compels  the  freemen  of  the  West  to  be- 
come ^*  the  slaves  of  sllrves,"  coknes  very  ungraci- 
ously from  the  honorable  Speaker,  many,  of  the 
products  of  manufactures  of  whose  own  State, 
and  perhaps  of  his  own  plantation,  pass  through 
the  hands  of  slaves,  and  to  the  use  of  which  we 
npiight  object,^  if  the  objection  be  a  goodone',  and 
prefer  the  productions  and-  manufactures  of  Ohio 
and  Ind,iana,  or  those  of  the  North.  If  the  article 
or  commodity  suits  the  purchaser,  both  in.  price 
anil  quality,  there  can  be  no  propriety  in  inquiring 
by  what  hands  it  was  produced  or  manufactured ; 
nor  do  I  .presuma  the  gentleihan  himself  would 
stoop  to 'make  such  an  inquiry. . 

Tae  pictu;«,  said  Mr.  R.,  drawn  by  the  Speaker, 
of  the  condition  of  our  country,  if  true,  would  be 
melancholy  indeed,  and .  might,  strongly  urge  the 
interposition  of  Congress,  for  the  relief  of  all, 
(with  the  exception  of  the  nnnufacturlng  inter- 
est, wjiich,  I  thinkj  he  .admits  to  be  rather  more 
prosperous  than  ajiy  other,)  could  any  general 
system  of  relief  be  deVised.  Such  a  gloomy  pic- 
ture, if  confined  to  this  House  or  to  this  nation, 
would  be  harmless,  I  am  sure,  because  no  one 
would  discover  its  resemblance  to  the  actual  state 
of  things,  fiat  foreign  nations  may  believe  it, 
and  sympathize  with  us.  Much  of  the  gloom  is, 
however,  removed  by  his  admissiph  that  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  for  which  the  poor  of  other  na- 
tions are  suffering,  are  every  where  here  in  great 
abundance;  so  abundant  that  they  can  neither  be 
consumed  nor  sold ;  but  are  actually  ^ttkig  in 
the  barns  and  grenaFies.  He  represents  the  prices 
of  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  the  sreat  staples  of 
the  South,  as  rapidly  declining  also,  and  conse* 
quentlV)  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  adopt  a  course 
of  legislation  ta  reduce  ns  more  mpidly  to  the 
common  level  of  distress.  We  qiust  neoessarily 
adapt  ourselves  to  the  state  of  things  which  exists, 
and  may  hereafter  exist,  and  not  endeavor,  by 
mere  legftlation,  to  create  wealth  and  capital 
where  none  exists.  Of  this  system  of  legislation*, 
I  had  supposed  a,  portion  of  the^West,  at  le^st, 
had  received  sufficient  information,  from  their  own 
experience  to  condemn  it  and  even  make  it  horrible. 
It  was  not  sufficient  that  they  had  the  means  of 


living  and  becoming  wealthy  in  the  ordinary  waf, 
but  they  must  bepome  wealthy  by  the  creation  of 
banking  institutions,  and  large  issues  of  bank 
notes,  which  gave  a  factitious  value  to  everf 
thinff;  destroy  A  credit;  called  for  a  suspenstoo 
of  the  collection  of  debts  in  the  ordinary  way; 
ruined  individuals :  aH  of  which  was  consumma- 
ted with  general  calamity,  if  not  disgrace.  From 
such  a  course  of  legislation,-  I  wish  the  Greneral 
Governments  at  least,  to  be  exempted.  *  The  rem- 
edy consists  in  men  conforming  themselves  to  the 
existing  condition  of  affairs,  and  which  th^  will 
soon  do,  if.  undisturbed  by  vfiin  and  deceitful  at- 
tempts to  reHeve  them,  all  of  which  hut  sink  them 
deeper  in  the  abyss  of  misery. 

I  regret,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  this  hill,  calculated 
so  deeply  to  affect  all  the  interests  and  every  class 
of  industry,  had  not* reached  this  Etoose  throo^ 
the  ordinary  channel.    It  has  •  been  customary,  is 
such  cases,  to  receive  a  report  of  the  probable 
effects  of  such  a  nteasaoe,  upon  the  revenae  aad 
the  industry  of  the  country,  from  the  officer  who 
presides  oyer  its  finance,  accompanied  by  state- 
ments of  such-rates  ofduty  as  tnight  be  expedieot 
or  proper.    For  such  a  duty,  the  officer  who 
directs  that  department  ought  to  be,  and  no  doobt 
is,  better  qualified  ,by  information,  and  a  koowl- 
edge  pf  the  experience  of  this  country,  and  of 
other  countries,  than   any  'Individual  •  member, 
whose  pursuits  in  life  may  hare  b^en  diversified, 
and  not  much  directed  to  the  inr^tigatien  of  sach 
subjects.    Such  a  report  should  also  have  passed 
under  the  revision  of  that  committee  which  ex- 
amines the  ways  and  means  of  the  nation.    Bat 
what  have  we  presented  for  our  adoption?  A 
bill,  reported  by  a  Committee  on  Manufaclufes, 
the*professed  object  of  which  is  to  protect  mano- 
factures.    Thus,  one  class  of  indnstry  assumes 
the  privilege  of  saying  to  eyery  other  wha(  amount 
they  shall  severally  contribute  to   its  support 
Such  a  state  of  thinp  is  necessarily  calculated  id 
awaken  suspicion,  distrust,  and  alarm.  'But,  oa 
this  subject,  we  are  not  left  to  suspect  the  design 
of  this  measure  from  its  name  and  its  source,  as  it 
bears  ,the  impress  ol  its  character  ^n  almost  every 
feature  which  belongs  to  it.    Many,  and  indeed 
most,  of  the  duties  proposed,  amount  to  an  imme- 
diate, oty  at  no  very  distant  day  a  prohibitioa  of 
the  foreign  manufacture^  and  the.  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  bas 
had  the  candor  to  avow  that  such  was  its  object. 
Affainst  such  a  system  I  must  protest. 

1  shall  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  A.,  attempt 
to  establish  the  unconstitutionality  of  this. meas- 
ure, but  will  leave  that  point  to  be  discussed  bf 
other  gentlemen.  With  those  who  believe  that, 
under  the  power  "  to  collect  taxes,"  "  regulate 
commerce,"  or  "  lay  imposts,"  we  have  the  rigbt 
to  tax  every  other  class  of  industry  to  force  into 
existence  a  particular  interest,  it  would  be  usel^ 
to  argue,  as  they  have  found,  and  are  determiD^ 
to  exercise,  the  power.  I  regret  to  say,  sir,  that  1 
never  have,  kince  I  have  been  in  this  Hosse, 
found  a  majority  of  this  body  desirous  and  de(e^ 
mined  to  exercise  a  power,  that  they  have  not 
found  such  power,  if  not  in  the  letter  of  the  Cob- 
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sfitatioD,  in  the  spirit  of  it;  if  not  in  the  spirit,  in 
vriuLt  have  been  very  appropriately  called  ''  the 
Tagrant  powers  of  the  ConstiiulioB/' 

There  are  some  traths,  sir,  in  political  economy, 
as  well  as  in'matheoMtics,  which  derive,  but  little 
force  from  illustration,  and  onlv  require  to  be  stated 
to  be  believed.    Such,  I  humbly  conceive,  would 
be  the  fieeiaratipn  that  all  violeAt  attempts  to  re^- 
ulate  aod  direct  tlie  pursuits  of  industry  in  soci- 
ety mctet  poduce  an  unnatural  state  of  things.    I 
knqw  society  i^  itself  an  artificial  body  compared 
with  th^  savace  state,  which  is  the  naturtil  one. 
By  the  nalural-  state  of  things,  I  only  mean  that 
where  there  is  no  attempt  by  law  to  rejg^alate  and' 
direct  the  pursuits  i)f  men  from  those  occup^ions 
aad  employments  which  they  believe  most  advan- 
tageous.   A^  the  natural  body  is  in  the  best  con- 
dition when  neither  stimulants  nor  depletion  is 
required,  scv-is  the  political  body  the  most  sound 
and  healthy  where  thsre  are  the  fewest  attempts  tp 
force  industry  from  its  ordinary  and  natural  course. 
The  proposed  system  leaves  noibitig  to  tb^  discre- 
tion and  discernment  of  jnen-r-aothing  to  its  nat- 
ural course,    -It  is  also  true  (aqd  the  Speaker  admits 
that  truthjf  that  capital,  if  permitted,  will  always 
find  ,it8  place  of  profitable -employment,  as  natu- 
rally as  water  will  find  itd  common  level.    Prom 
the  spirit. of  enterprise  in  this  country,  and  the  few 
habits /we  have  to  subdue,  this  trutn  is  peculiarly. 
applicable  to  the  people  of  this  country.    What 
portion  of  the  habitable  globe ;  what  bowling  wil- 
derness, no  matter  what  its  depth ;  what  ocean, 
no  matter  how  remote,  or  what  climate,  no  mat- 
ter how  iohospilable, — has  not  been  visited  by  our 
adventurous  j>eople,  in  pursuit  of  wealth  ?    J«ven 
the  depths  ot  ocean  have  been  made' tributary  to 
their  washes  in  this  pursuits    This  bill  proposes  to 
direct  the  employipent  of  capital,  and  leaves  noth- 
ing to  individual  discretion.    What^  again,  can 
be  more  true,  than. that  free  importation  produces 
lowness  and  uniformity  in  the  price  of  every  thing 
we  desire  to  purchas^  by  inviting  competition, 
and  enabling  you  to  purchase  .from  those  whp  can 
produce  or  manu&cture' cheapest?    In  (his  way, 
you  are  not  sensibly  affected  by  th'e  changes  of  sea- 
son, or  the  destruction  o£  crops,  nor  are  you  sub- 
jected to  the  extortion  of  thase  from  whom  you 
have  no  alternative  but  to  buy  at  tbeir  own  prices. 
It  wouldy  perhaps,  add  a  pang  to  those. of  death  to 
be  murdered  by  the  hand  of  a  friend ;  and  there 
can  be  but  little  satisfaction  in  ktiowing  that  you 
were  robbed  or  taxed  unnecessarily  and  improperly 
for  the  benefit  of  professed  friends,  insteadofby  those 
indifferent*  to  yonr  fata    This  bill  does .  not  permit 
yon  to  bay  mere. you  can  buy  coeapest,  "and  tell 
where  you  can  sell  dearest,  but  ecHnpels  you  to 
purchase  at  any  price  the  domestic  manufacturer 
may  please  to  demand. 

^'  Will  yon  not  protect  your  own  industry,  your 
own  manufactures,''  has  been  echoed  in  •  every 
part  of  this  Union,  and  often  within  the  walls  of 
this  House?  Yes;  I  will  protect,  so  far  as  my 
vote  goes.  eVery  species  of  industry ;  but  no  one 
ezclusiveiy.  But  let  us  understand  the  meaning 
of  this  word  protection,  which  has  been  latterly 
used  to  signify  any  thing  but  protection.    When 


foreign  Governments  give  a  botmty  on  a  manu- 
factured article  when  exported,  and  th^  duty  im- 
posed by  "our  Grovernment  does  counteract  the 
effects  of  that  boupty,  we  are  strictly*  protecting 
our'produce  or  manufacture,  by  imposing  a  duty 
that  will  prevent  foreign  producers  or  manufac- 
turers from  competing  in  our  own  market,  and 
with  our  own  producer  or  manufacturer,  on  terms 
of  advantage.  We  also  protect  our  industry  or 
manufactures^  when  we  impose  a  duty  to  prevejit 
foreigners  in  our  immediate  vicinity  from  coming 
into  our  market  with  such  produce  as  we  raise 
in  abundance — when  their  proxiinity  to  our  shores, 
by  subjecting  them  to  but  little  ezpense,  enables 
them  to  come  there,  and  compete  with  our  own 
people  on  equal,  or  .nearly  equal,  terms.  Such  is 
the  effect  of  our  legislation,  in  relation,  to  the  fish- 
eries, and  the  duty  we  impose  on  foreign  sugar 
and  cotton.  The  dii^criminating  duties  on  tonnage 
has  had  also  the  effect' of  protecting  our  shipping 
against  the  regulations  of  foreign  nations,  auq  the 
competition  oi  theil*  .seamen.  .  In  some  cases  it 
happens  that  your  policy  or  your  laws  Jiave  crea- 
ted institutions,  add  ibroed  the  investiture  of  capi- 
tar  in  manufactories, -or  otherwise;  and,  iu  all 
such  case^,  the  Gtovernmetit  cdnnot,  consistently, 
at  once  abandon  its  aoyirse,  by  whi6h  ruin,  would 
fall  upon  a  class  oC  citizens  invited  to  particular 
pursuit  by  existing  laws,  andiiesting  on  the.  faith 
of  .the  Government.  Soihe  things  in  the  tariff  of 
1816  were  doubtless  affected  by  this  principle. 
But  when  an  adequate  protection  is  afforded,  even 
by  adventitious,  circumstances,  there  can  be  no 
necessity  for  claiming,  the  interposition  of  the 
Gk)vernmettt^  for  any  thing  beyond  that  adequate 
protection  j  and  there  is  no  .propriety  in  the  inter- 
ference of  |he  Government  in  such  a  ease.  The 
present  duty, laid  upon  foreign  m,anofactures  for 
the  purposes  of  revenue,  is  estimated  by  those  fa- 
miliar with  those^ subjects,  toamount.'on  an  aver- 
age, to  40  0T'5(f  per  cent.,  and  would,  doubtless, 
give  adeqiiate  protection,  were  we  prepared  to 
manufacture.  Un  somti  things  the  duty  is .  7^ 
and  on  others  200  per  cent.  When  you  add  to 
those  duties  the  price  of  freight  fron^  the  place  of 
exportation,  with  insurance,  commissions,  and  the 
variotts  profits  and  charges,  before  they  reach  the 
consumer,  the  price  is  greatly  enhance  from  the' 
Original  -price  of  the  manufacture.  From  this 
duty,  together  with  freight,  insurance,  dbC)  the 
domestic  mMKifacturer  i»  exempted ;  and  it  neees* 
saril /operates  as  a  premium  to  him  of  jthat  amount, 
as  he  can  add  all  those  things  from  which  he  is 
exempted,  to  the  price  of  every  thing  he  manu- 
faqtures,  and  sell  at  the  same  price  as  tbe  foreign 
manufaoturcN  This  is  an  indirect  tax  on  the 
consumet,  and  is  not  noticed*  It  is  ^  protection 
not  to  the  industry  of  the  farmer  and  planter, 
who  does  not  believe  when  he  purchases  an  arti- 
cle he  wants  of  the  merchant,  "that  if  bis  own 
maaufactMrers  were  at  all  prei>ared  to  manufac- 
ture, they  ought  to  be  able  to  sell  it  i^  him  one- 
fpurth  or  one-half  cheaper ;  and  that  one-fourth  qr 
one-third,  and,  in  mttnr  cases,  one>-half  of  the 
price  he  pays  for  an  article,  operates  as  a  premium 
on  domestic  manufacturesr    When  these  facts  are 
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disclosed,  the '  plain  common  sense  of  erery  man 
would  iiiduce  nim  to  say,  at  once,  ''"why,  these 
peopleare  already  sufficiently  protected."  whence; 
then,  this  cry — "  Will  you  not  protect  your  own 
industry,  your  own  manufactures?''  It  is  all  a 
delusion.  Public  men,  instead  of  joining  in  that 
cry,  should  say  to  the  people,  your  ftianmactures 
are  already  protected  by  a  duty  ayeragingf  40  or 
50  per  cent.;  and,  if  they  cannot  succeed  with 
such  4)rotection,  it  is-e^iaent  oUr  country  is  i\ot 
prepared  to  manufacture.  When  our  miHions  of 
acres  of  uns^ted  lands  are  populated,  Ad  it  be- 
comes an  object  to  find  employment  for  a  pOrtiob 
of  our  people  who  eannot  be  employed  in  agrb- 
culture,  ftnd  when  the  price  of  labor  is  reduced  to 
something  like  the  price  of  lableir  in  Europe,  we 
shall  then  manafaoture ,'  but,  until  that  period 
arrives,  it  is  vain  to  attempt  to  force  (hem  over 
obstacles  they  cannot  surmount.  These  manu- 
facturers, they  mighf  say,  by  protection,  mean 
prohibition,  and  that  foreign  manufactures  must 
be  excluded  by  high  duties,  to  enable  themio  ob- 
tain the  monopoly. of  the  market. 

In  the  further  prosecution  of  .the  examination 
of  this  in^resting  subject,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  the  effects  of  such  a  system'  on  the  whole 
community,  I  have,  Kir.  Chairmati,  proposed  to 
examine  its  effects  on  the  commerce,  the  agricul- 
ture, the  maoufactures,  the  revenue,  the  moralsy 
and  the  liberty  of  the  country.  If  no  one  of  these 
great  interests  can  be  promoted,  as  I  shall^attempt 
to  show,  by  the.  passing  of  tins,  bill,  it  most  cer- 
tainly ought  to  be  rejected.  -  '     ' 

Commerce,  sir,  (said  Mr.  R.)  deals  in  the  ex- 
change of  the  raw  material,  the  money,  or  the 
manufactured  actieles  of  one  country  for  those  of 
another.  If  we  continue  to  exchange,  with  other  < 
nations,  as  heretofore,  no  protection  is  afforded  to 
our  manufactures  for  what  ceases  to  be  consumed 
ceases  to  be  ipiported  ;  and^  in  proportion  as  we 
substitute  our  own  for  foreign  tabrics,  our  com- 
merce is  diminished;  so  far  as  the  present  bill 
goes,  and  it  goes  far  enough  to  exclude  the  most 
of  the  foreign  matanfactures  we  want,  it  excludes 
them  from  our  market,  which  exclusion  mast 
be  followed  by  almost  the  total- annihilation  of 
'our  commerce.  But,  it  has  been  said  that,  '^  if 
we  export  we  will  import."  We  have  jieretofore 
imported  necessaries,  and,  I  presume,  according  to 
the  new'  doctrine,  we  ^all  import  something 
which  is  not  necessary,  and  which  yr^  cannot  use. 
If  it  be  true  that,  "  if  we  exp^t  we  will  import," 
it  must  be  equally  true  that,  if  we  cease  to  import, 
we  shall  cease  to  export,  and  that  importation  aao 
exportation  kee]>  pace  with  each  others  The  Jbill 
proposes. to  diminish  our  importations,  and  force 
ns  to  coyisume  our  own  productions  and  mantifac- 
tures,  and  consequently,  most  setioasly  affects  our 
commerce.  The  number  of  persons  to  be  affected 
by  this  change  is  considerable, and  they  area  class 
of  people  whose  labor  and  industry  ought  not  to 
be  sacrificed  to  promote  those  of  the  manufacturer, 
who  less  deserves  your  protection.  In  this  branch 
of  industry,  which  has  arisen  without  your  protec- 
tion, except  so  Tar  as  I  have  stated  prpteetion  was 
strictly  due  from  the  Gh>verDment  to  its  citizens. 


there  are  estimated  to  be  40,000  mariners  em- 
ployed, and,  in  the  various  employments  of  ship- 
wrights, boat  builders,  sailmakers,  chandlers,  du^ 
250,000,  making  an  aggregate  of  290,000  persons. 
The  greatest  number  which  the  Speaf^er  coold 
find  employment  for  uiider^his  d«w  system,  sjid 
that  numbec  much  exaggerated,  as  must  be  evi- 
dent-from  a  knowledge  of  the  pow^ers  of  machinerf, 
was  500,000  persons,  and  those  must  be  employed 
by  the  loss  either  immediate  .or  ultimate  of  some- 
thing like  97,000,000  of  our  revenue.    Is  this  jiut? 
Is  this  right  ?    In  this  experiment^  you  jeopardize 
if  you  do  not  destroy,  as-  is  probable,  apwards  ot 
800,000  tops  of  tonnage  .engaged  in  the  foreign 
trade^  and  which  produces  annually,  of  naiioosJ 
wealth,  by  mere  labor,  about  $70,000.    A  consid- 
erable trade  is  carried  on  from  the  North  to  tbe 
West  Indies  ita  lumber  and  the  various  productsof 
the  soil,  which  is  supposed  to  be  worth  aboot 
.$150,000  .per  annum,  and  a  trade*  ia'  ice,  which 
rcfi:)uires  no  capital,  brings  <q  the  country  $100,000. 
In  return  for  these,  the  varioos  products  of  tbe 
West  Indies*  are  imported  to  the  United  States. 
The  proposed  duty  on  molasses,  fruits,  and  ^ptrits^ 
must  utterly  destroy  this  trade  by  its  prohibitory 
action.    WJkv  does  not  remember  that,  in  tbe  last 
war,  when  treachery^  defeat,  and  disaster,  attended 
our  first  efforts,  or  when  at  best  but  doubtful  suc- 
cess crowned  the  most  brilliant  achievemeots of 
oUr'  arms,  the  rapturous  enthusiasm ,  that  filled 
every  bosom  at  the  victories  achieved  h^  ouroarf. 
The  gallant  spirits  who  covered  themselves  and 
the  nation  with  glory;  exalted  us  in  our  own  es- 
timation as  a  people ;  made  6 very  man,  when  in 
a  foreign  country,  lay  his  hand  on  his  breast,  and 
proudly  say/  I  am  an  American  citizen,  wboe, 
b\U  .shortiy  before,  he  concealed  himself  with 
«bame ;  and  establbhed  for  us  a  name  and  aa  ele- 
vated standing  among  the  nationa  of  the  eartb. 
were  not  reared  ^amidst  tlie  fumes  of  the  oil  and 
the  noise  of  tiie  machinery  of  a  roanufactorf. 
They  were  '^  children  of  the  deep^  and  nurselings 
of  the  storm ;"  their  home  was  from .  infancy  on 
ocean,  and  ^' their  path  the  mountain  wave.'' 
There  they  had  learned  to  dtscfaarge  theis  dotr--- 
to  contemn  danger,  and  disregard  death.    Tbis 
schpol  for  o«lr  navy,  for  which  tliere  can  be  no 
substitute  when*  our  commerce  \9  d^troyed,  gen- 
tlemen would  dcJstroy,aad  erect  on  its  ruins  a 
thing,  as  yet  in  this  country,  unknown — the  on- 
tried  system  of  forcing  into  existence  mannfae- 
tures.    Oommqrpe  is  the  handmaid  of  agriculture 
and  maiittfactures, and  bears  their  surplus  toother 
countries  for  a  ^market.    Without  it,  no  nation 
•ba^  flotfrished,  from  the  time  of  Carthage,  pi  Ve- 
nice, and  the  prosperous  periods  of  the  Spanni 
nation,  down  to  that  of-  England,  which  has  ex- 
cited tbe  admiration,  and  called  forth  the  eloqoest 
eulogium  of  the  Speaker  of  this  House.    Oaribage 
and  Venice,  it  is  true,  perished  in  ^consequence  01 
the  prosperity  they  attained  by  commerce;  bot) 
fVom  the  causes  of  their  destruction  we  are  happuf 
U^.    Carthage  was  but  a  speck  on  the  margin  ot 
the  Mediterranean,  and  Venice  like  an  exeresceoee 
from  thff  ocean.    The.  enemy  had 'but  to  strike  a 
single  part  of  either,  and  the  whol«  w«s  destroyed* 
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The  rock  of  our  strength  is  a  widely  extended 
eoantry,  and  a  vast  preponderance  of  population, 
whose  pursuits  are  agriculture.  While  that  state 
of  things  exists,  we  are  secure  alike  against  do- 
mestic faction  and  foreign  invasion.  When  a 
large  proportion  of  our  population  shall  h%ve  en- 
gaged in  commerce  and  manufactures,  and  espe- 
cially in-  manufactures,  the  stability  of  our  Gk)v- 
eminent  will  be  diminished.  A  due  piroportion  of 
a  well  regulated  commerce  brings  to  a  nation  the 
arts,  the  improvements,  and  the  soieace  of  every 
nation  with  which  it  has  intercoorse.  This  com- 
merce, which  deserves  so  well  the  protecting  hand' 
of  the  Government,  and  Which  is  represented  by 
Mr.  Speaker  to  be  in  a  most  languishing  and  de- 
plorable situation  already,  ousht  not  certainly  to 
receive  from  the  parental  hana  of  the  Gk>vernment 
this  decisiire  and  fatal  blow  at  its  existence. 

The  main  spring  of  agriculture  and  industry,  is 
a  market,  in  which  we  can  exchange  ouf  surplus 
produce,  our  money,  or  pur  manufkctufes,  for  those 
of  other  countries.  If  the  maxiYn  of  Mr.  Speaker 
be  tme^  that  if  they  buv  ^  of  us  nothing,  we  can 
bay  01  them  nothing,''  it  must  be  equally  true, 
that,  if  we  buy  of  them  nothingjthey  can  buy  of 
us  nothing.  It  is  a  good  rule  that  works  both 
n^ays.  The  object  of  this  bill  is,  so  far  as  possible, 
to  forests  to  be  independent  of  other  nations,  and 
produce  the  manufacture  foe  ourselves.  It  is  im- 
possibW  that  other  nations' can  pay  us  in  specie 


were  so  disposed.  They  have 'been  enabled  to 
trade  with  us;  especially  England,  because  we 
received  her  man  noctures  in  exchange -fbr' our 
raw  inaterial  i  and  when  we  destroy,  or  mutually , 
diminish  that  exchange,  she  cannot,  nor  would  it 
be  her  interest,  to  pursue  that  unprofitable  trad^. 
She  will,  of  bourse,  seek  a  market  where  she  can 
trade  to  advatitage.  That  she  will  find)  in  South 
America  and  elsewhere^  where  cottod,  the  itew 
material  which  she  most  wants,  is  raised  in  great 
abundance,  and  where  her  manufactured  articles 
will  be  in  demand.  *  We  shall  thus,  by  our  policy^ 
find  the  m^ans  of  diverting  from  Ourselves  our 
most  profitable  trade.  This  exchange  with  Eng- 
land, if  not  Wholly  destroyed,  must  .be  much  di- 
minished, by  the  opeilatiini  of  this  system.  'She 
is  supposed,  in  the  last  season,  to  have  likrported 
420^000  bales  of  cotton  ;'  and  tne  amount  retarned 
to  us,  fn  manufactured  articles^  after  deducting 
for  waste,  is  only  estimated^at  40,000  bales,  which 
leaves  380,000  bales  to  be  consumed  elsewhere. 
This  shewas  able  to  purchase,  by  the  addition  of 
the  labor  to  that  j)ortion  of  the  raw  material  re- 
turned taus  manufactured  ;  but  the  object  of  this 
bill  is  to  exclude  the  manufactures,  and  With  that, 
consequently,  to  destroy  their  means  of  purchasing. 
If  the  home  inark&t  were  a  substantial  substitute 
for  this  loss,  we  should  have  no  reason  to  com- 
plain ;  but,  it  is  erideot  it  cannot  be.  England 
now  manufactures  380,000  bales  of  cotton  for  her 
own  use,  and  for  the  use  of  those  with  whom  she 
trades,  exclusively  of  the  40,00d  bales  returned  to 
as  manufactured.    We  cannot,  then,  expect  a 


home  market  for  more  than  40,000  bales  out  of 
420,000,  as  we  have  no  market  for  any  more,  if 
manufactured,  as*  we  cannot,  requiring  high  pro-^ 
tectiuff  duties  at  home,  in  addition  to  the  present 
high  duties,  to  enable  us  to'^compete  with  her  in 
our  own  market,  expect  to  vend  our  n^anufactures 
in*  Qfeat  Britain,  or  any  other  place  where  she 
trades.  This  all  tends  to  show  the  impolicy  of 
changing  a  system,  when-  the  change  would  ;8o 
seriously  affect  one  of  our  best  articles  of  exporta- 
tion. The  evil  ^ects  of  such  a  measure,  w^uld 
not  bo  confined  in  its  operation  to  that  portion  of 
the  country  immediately  aflected  by  it ;  but,  as  the 
South  is  dependent  on  the  North  and  West  for 
implements  of  husbandry,  and  all  the  means  of 
subsistence,  Would  necessarily  destroy  the  market 
now  opened  to  them,  by  destroying  our  means  of 
purchasing  and  by  compelling  us  to  use  tho«e 
means  which  God  and  nature  has  placed  within 
our  roach,  of  supplying  our  own  wants,  from 
out  own  Unds.  The  idea  of  a  home  market;  for 
either  our  produce  or  manufactures,  to  any  consid- 
erable extent,  is  n^ost  fallacious ;  it  has  no  foun- 
dation in  reason  or  truth;  but  U  calculated  to 
delude  and  dtefive  the  people.  •  This  terrapin' 
policy  suits  no  nation  with  such  varieties  of  soil 
and  climate ;  such'  a  spirit  of  enterprise,  and  such 
immense  resources,  as-the  American  people  possess. 

We  are,  said  Mr.  R.,  necessarily  an  agricultural 
people;  and  many  portions  of  our  Country -muat 
remain  so,  for  years  to  come.  This  proceeds  from 
the  nature  of  our  country,  which  differs  from  the 
densely  populated  portions  of  the  old  world,  in 
affording  to  industry  the  enjoyment  of  the  taiost 
fertile  lands,  at  reduted  prices ;  and  from  which 
a  great  abundance  is  produced,  with  but  little 
laU)r .  T  he  price  of  labor  is  goY^rttefd  by  the  price 
for  whieh  the  inferior  soil  can  be  cultivated,  where 
they  are  compelled  to  cultivate  such  soil.  The 
Annerican  farmer  can,  with  the  same  labor^  grow 
mo^e  'gntin^than  the  farmer  of  any  other  nation. 
Hence,  he  can  better  afford  to  pay  from  20  to  60 
ner  cant,  on  goods  of  foreign  manufaoture,  than 
iiave  hi^'  attention  diteeted  from  agriculture  to 
domestic  manufacture.  This  state  of  things  will 
pass  away  when  our  population  becomes  too  dense ' 
to  be  supported  by  th»  cultivation  of  the  best  soil, 
and  to  be  ^employed  in  commerce.  Whenever 
that  period  arrives,  we  are  then,  and  not  until 
then,'  prepared  for  manufacturing. 

The  corn  laws  of  England,  which  prohibit  the 
importation  of  grain,  except  when  the  scarcity 
very  nearlv  produces  fkm'ine,  had  their  origin  in 
the  protection  extended  to  the  manufactures  of 
silk  and  lace,  which  aVe  now  considered  unim- 
portant Immches'of  their  manufacturing  establish* 
meats.  The  agriculturist  demanded  of  his  Gov^ 
ernment  a  slmilaj  protection  to  that  given  the 
tnanufatiturer.  This  protection,  so  reasonable, 
when  the  system  was  commeQcedj  she  was  eoni- 
polled  to  give,  and  hence  the  corn  laws.  This 
whole  system  she  would  abandon^  if  she  could,  or 
if  she  dare.  A  bad  system,  when  once  created  by 
€h>vernment,  cannot  he  readily  abandoned.  [Here 
Mr.  R.  read  from  Lowe's  new  statistical  work,' Ap- 
pendix, page  33,  a  passage,  to  show  the  correctness 
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of  his  smtem6nt,  as  to  the  origin  of  the  corn  law3, 
and  the  opinion  of  writers  on  politioai  economy, 
as  to  their  injuriouii  effects.] 

What  Would  be  the  effect  of  free  tfade  on  Eng- 
land herself,  .provided  her  ports  were  opened  to  the 
a|[ricultural  prdducts  of  other  nations,  and  espe- 
cially those  of  the  United  States  ?    She  would 
not  then  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  cultivating 
inferior  soil,  where  great  labor  receives  bat  little 
reward,  and  keeps,  up  the  price  of  bread  ;  but  the 
price  of  bredd  Would  be  diminished,  and  with  the 
diminished  price  of  bread,  the  staff  of  life,  the  price 
of  labor  would  fall ;  and,  with  the  price  of  labor, 
the  price  of  manufactured  artielies  dependent  on 
la  bor.    Her  manu&ctures,  reduced  in  price,  would 
enable  her  to  have  a  monopoly  df  thetnarketof  the 
whole  world«    Their  policy  not  only  affects  them 
injuriously,  but  is  the  best  protection  which  could 
be  presented  to  our  manufactures,  bv  keeping  (it  a 
high  price  the  necessaries  of  life,  labor,  and  the 
manufactures. which  she  would  be  enabled  to  sell 
'  much  lower  in  our  market,  by  pursuing  a  contrary 
policy.    Her  manufoctdces,  however,  she  must 
dispose  of,  or  her  people  perish ;  and,  in*  order  to 
meet  competition  abroad,  when  a  season  of, scar- 
city arrives,  the  manufacturer  dare  not  raise  the 
price  of  wages,  because  that  would  rai>$e  the  price 
of  manufactures,  and  destroy  the  sales  abroad^F- 
throws  on  society  a  numerous  class  of  weavers 
and  laborers,*clamorous  for  bread,  becatwe  periivh- 
ing  with  famine.    This  is  the  most  fruitful  source 
of  pauperism  in  England^  and  which,. it  reiluires 
fix  million  pounds  of- poor  tax  annually  to  alle- 
viate; Without  regarding  the^  immense  individual 
suffering,  the  vices  created  hy  pinching-  want,  the 
proaecuuoos  and  convictions,  the  infamy  or  execu- 
tion of  many  ofher  citizens,  who,  if  blessed  with 
the  distressing  abundance  which  surrounds  the 
people  of  this  country,  would  have  been  valuable 
members  of  society.    In  this  train  follows,  also, 
the  rebellions  that  ufitate  society,  and  which  re- 
ouire  the  poWer  of  military  force  to  suppress. 
This  is  the  admirable  "American  policy," , which 
Mr.  Speaker  wishes  to  adopt  in  ttiis  coQntry.    A 
time  must  come  When  ourcountry  will  be  subject- 
ed to  all  these  calamities;  Init  I  hope  it  is  far  dis- 
tant, and  I  confess  I  am  unwilling  to  hasten  its 
approach.    We  must  be  contented  with  moderate 
profits,  and  not  attempt  to  legislate  the  nation  into 
wealth,  either  by  issujng  bank  ipaper,  or  forcing 
into  existence  establishments  whith  would,  least 
of  all,  benefit  the  West,  now  most  cfaimorous  for 
them. 

The  manufacturers  have  been  promised  the 
South  American  markets^  in  which  all  their  iab- 
lies  can  bejended.  It  is  truly  ridiculou»to  require 
aomething  ai  home,  In  ad^tioa  to  the  protection 
of  a  dutjr  averaging  forty  or  fift^  per  cent,  and 
then  believe  you  can  go  into  a  foreign  market  and 
monopolize  it,  limited  as  that  market  must  be.  But 
I  have  shown  you  that,  if  your  system  be  adopted, 
you  will  hare  driven  England  there  with  her 
manufactures,  with  whom  it  will  be  the  interest  of 
the  South  Americans  to  trade,  bepaose  they  wiii 
receive  the  raw  material  wanted  by  the  English, 
in  exchange  for  their  maaofactures.    You  can  re- 


ceive nothing  scarcely  but  specie,  naless  ^ou  im« 
port,  to  the  iHjiin  of  your  own  agriculturist,  the 
cotton  of  South  America. 

New  England  is  the  only  manufacturing  part 
of  this  country,  and  yet  her  people  do  not  demand 
this  tariff  at  your  hands.    She  has  the  capital,  the 
industry,  th&economy^  and  the  density  of  popu- 
lation, that  prepares  her  for  manufacturing.    Sut 
for  the  emigration  of  her  people  to  the  W^st,  she 
would  now  have  advanced  much  further  in  that 
branch  of  industry..  The  manufacturers  know 
well  the  effect  of  the  com^tition 'created  by  forc- 
ing capital  suddenly  to  anv  one  employment,  and 
generally  only  ask  you  to  let  them  alone.     Small 
establishments,  whtch  might  secretly  and  silently 
work  their  way  into  an  honorable  and  comfortable 
existence,  with  the  numerous  individuals  now  em- 
ployed in  manu&cturing  by  hand,  would  all  be 
prostrated  h)[  your  policy,  by  the  large  manufac- 
turing establishments,  with  immense  capital  and 
powerful  Itfbor-saving  machinery.    From  your 
system,  the  nabobs,  who  are  represented  as  hostile 
to  it,  would  alone  derive  benefit*    The  Digest  of 
Manufactures,  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
shows  that  many  of  the  manufactories  of  coarse 
cotton,  after  the  tariff  of  1816,  perished  by  compe- 
tition.   They  do'  not,  like  the  Kilkenny  cats,-de> 
vour  each  other^  ail  except  the  tails ;  but  one  great 
establishment  rises^  on  the  ruins  of  all  the  sur- 
rounding inferior  ones-— gorged  and  bloated  with 
the  spoils,  and  smiling  at  the  desolation  created. 
The  prudent  manufac^turer  also  fears  a  reaction, 
when  the  people  shall  have  felt  their  revenue  se- 
riously diminished;  and  shall  see  a. resort  to  excise 
or  direct  taxes  necessary^  when  they  have  wit- 
nessed the  prostration  of  commerce,  and  shall 
know,  from  experiepce,  the  delusion  of  this  home 
market.      Society,  like  a  m.i^bty  collection  of 
waters,  rests  peacefuUjr^  if  undisturbed.    A  single 
watre  cannot  be  raised  from  it9  bosom,  and  sudden- 
ly sink-  into  tranquillity ;  but  a  thousand  succes- 
sive waVes  are  borne  impetuously  to  the  shore, 
and  are  returned,  broken'  and  murmuring  into  the 
n^ass  of  waters.    The  people  may  not  be  satis- 
fied with  reducing  things  to  their  present  situation. 
When  we  ase  at  .all  prepared,  sir,  said  Mr.  R., 
to  manufacture,  the  present  duties  will  be  fpnnd  a 
sttjfficient  nrbteotion ;  and,  untji  we  have  there- 
•quisite  inoustry,  economy»and  cdpi'tal,  and  a  pop- 
ulation which  cannot  be  employed  in  agriculture 
and  .commerce,  we  vainly  and  imprudently  at- 
tempt to  force  manufactures  into  existence.     That 
we  are  not  prepared,  is. demonstrated  by  the  posi- 
tions of  the  advocates  of  this  bill.    We  have  ''  in* 
finite  advantages  (says  Mr.  Speaker)  of  soil  and 
of  internal  navigation,"  &c.    U  we  canilot  man- 
ufacture with  these  advantages,  and  With  large 
protection  from,  duties^  what  does  this  prove,  but 
that  we  are  not  ready  to  manufacture  ?     What 
does  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures say^  as  to  our  natural  advantages  l    "  We 
have  tea  acres,"  says  he,  "  for  one  in  Europe,  fit 
only  for  the  culture  of  h^mp ;"  and  yet,  it  seems, 
we  cannot  manufacture    even  cotton  bagging, 
without  a  protecting  duty  of  50  per  cent.     We 
have  terrhories  of  lead,  and  on  navigable  waters ; 
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yet  it  cuinot  be  ]p(trotected  by  a  doty  of  Id^  piier 
cenc,  the  present  daly  ;  bat  a  duty  ord5  per  cent, 
is  necesaary,  and,  on  manufactared  lead,  higher 
in  proportion.    We  have  a  climate  which  will 
produce  wool  every  where,  and  a  duty  of  15  per 
cent,  to  protect  it ;  yet  we  cannot  hafe  it  produc- 
ed in  this  country.  We  have  iron  ore  in  great  abund- 
ance, fuel,  and  lahor^  and  iron  is  now  protected 
by  a  duf  y  of  at  least  40  per  cent.;  yet  the  makers 
ot  iron  are  suffering  for  protection.     We  ha?e 
grain  inatendanee,  ye^,- "  rotting  in  our  bams  and 
granaries,"  and  a  duty  on  foreign  spirits  averag- 
ing 200  per  cent. ;  yet,  this  is  not  a  sufficient  pro- 
teetion  uy  domestic  industry.    When  you,  add  to 
these  advantages  the  low  price  of  land,  the  abond- 
aace  of  fuel,  convenience  of  navigation,  and  the 
exemption  from  the  payment  of  freiffbt,  duty,  tn- 
aorance,  commissions,  &c.,  to  which  the  foreign 
producer -and  manufacturer  are  subjected,  add  find 
we  cannot  grow  or  mantifacture,  18  it  not  evident 
that  the  cause  is  not  the  want  of  protection  i  but 
tliat  it  proceeds  from  causes  connected  with  the 
new  and  unsettled  state  of  the  cauhtry  1    As  men 
advance  gradually  from  infancy  to  old  age,  ao 
docs  society.    No  mple  hfive'  been  instaortane- 
oQsIy  a  commercial  or  a  manufactaring  people. 
The  natural  state*  of  man  i&  the  savage  slate — 
the  next,  the  pastoraf,  and '^the.' next  the  agricul- 
tural.   At  the  settlement  of  our  country,  we  had 
passed  thcTfirst  stages,  and  had  agribultural  habits, 
received  from  the  land  of  our  fathers ;  and  our 
cOmmeree  and  manufactures  are  rising  into  exist- 
ence as  rapidly  as  thej^  ought.  -  Wheaei^er  agci- 
cttltttre,  in  any  country,  has  a^surplus  which  can- 
not be  consumed  by  the  producer,  commerce  rises. 
If  a  country  has,  at  (he  same  time,  a  surplus  pro- 
duction, at  any  one  point,  which  cannot  be  ad- 
vaatageonsly  emplpyed  in  agriculture,  they  are 
their  own  carriers ;  if  not,  other  nations  carry  for 
them.    When  the  people  became  too  numerous  to 
find  empioyoient  iif  agriculture  and  commerce, 
they  necessarily  seek  employment  in  manufttctures*. 
Bat  a  small  portion  of  our  country,  and  that  cer- 
tainly not  the  West,  with  its  mllHoas  oC'  tmseated 
lands,  has  ever  found  that  surplus    popuUtion 
which  prepares  a  nation  to  manufacture.    Thci 
manufacturing  age  of  any  nation  is  the  one 'which 
l^ecedesand  mingles  with  its  decline.  Not,  indeed, 
often  an  enviable,  period  in  its  history  $  because 
as  the  niarfceto  fluctuate,  as  affected  by  war  or 
peace,  or  the  destruction  of  crops,  it  brings  forth 
its  swarms  'of  paupers  and  a  starving  tumultuous 
people,  imploring  Government  to  relieve  them 
from  fitonne,  and  are  ready  to  joip  any  faction. 
In  our  country,  with  our  free  institutions  and  ex- 
tended right  of  suffrage,  the  inHuencfe  which  the 
proprietor  of  a  large  manufactory  must  have  oyer 
those  dependent  ^on  him  for  bread,' would  be  se^ 
Tereiy  felt,  in  destroyi|ig  the  freedom  of  eleclions. 
The  command  over  a  man's  means  of  subsistence 
and  that  of  his  family,  independently  of  that  ser- 
vile disposition  which  dependence  creates,  gives  a 
eonkman^  over  his  will  and  his  freedom.    The 
slavish  condition  of  the  laborers  employed  in  man- 
ufactories, and  in  which  they  only  engage  from 
aeccntty,  has  a  tendency,  also,  to  destroy  both  the 


spirit  of  patriotism  and  the  physical  energy  on 
which  the  nation  might  rely,  from  her  militia,  in 
times  of  war.  It  is,  therefore,  cahilated  to  impair 
our  itieans  of  bational  defence  and  destroy  the  best 
feelings  of  patriotism.  I  know  the  correct  man- 
ner in  which  the  manufactories  now  established 
are  conducted,  and  the  attention  paid  to  the  pres- 
ervation of  morals.  But  theseestablishraents  are 
now  in  their  infancy,  and  have  a  character  to 
create.  The  time  must  come,  as  it  has  in  other 
countries,  "when  the  'i>roprietor8  will  be  more  anx- 
ious to  increase  their, wealth' than  preserve  the 
morals  of  their  laborers.  All  experience  shows, 
that  the  contagion  of  example  and  the  effect  of  as- 
sociation, where  a  great  number  ar^  collected  to- 
gether, tends  to  contaminate' the  morals  of  the 
whole.  The  people  of  cities  hence,  are  less  virtu- 
ous tjian  the  people  dispersed,  in  their  h&bitationft, 
through  the  country.  The  Speaker,  with  a  view 
to  ahother  point,  states  an  important  fact  in  rela- 
tion to  the  increase  of  our  popalation.  We  double 
our  population,  he  says,  in  about  twenty-five  years, 
while  scarcely  any  other  nation  hks  the  same  re- 
sult in  less  than  a  century..  To  what  other  causes* 
can  that  be  attributed  bu^  t6  an  exemption  from 
a  precarious  3Uppoft,  to  be  obtained  by  labor  in 
manufactories,  and  to  the  ease  with  which  lands 
can  be  procured  and  ^  family  supported,  inviting 
to  early  marriages  7  I  am  not  willing  to  destroy 
this  coarse  of  national  strength  and  wealth,  by 
forcing;  men  fronv  agriculture.  Who  has  not  wit- 
nessed, with  pleasure,  the  happy  effects  of  emigra- 
tion to  the  new  and  unseated  parts  of  our  coun- 
try ?. .  A  man,  with  his  wife  and  family  of  small 
childrdn,  leaves  a  part  of  the  country  where  the 
hiffh  price  of  lands  prevent  him  either  from  being 
able  to  porehase  of  rent.  His  earthly  substance, 
with  the  children  unable  to  walk,  are  packeo 
upon  a  horse,  followed  by  liimself  and  wife  and 
those- able  to  travel.  In  this  way  he  pursues  a 
journeys  of  some  hundreds  If  not  thousands  of 
miles,  seats  himself  on  lands  that  soon  becomes 
his  own  ;*  plenty  smiles  around  him,  and  he  die? 
with  the  pleasing  thought  that  his  children  are 
freemen,  and  not  slaves — the  lords  of  the  soil.  On 
a  people  of  such  enterprise,  thus  educated,  you  can 
depend,  in  the  day  of  battle.  There  is  something 
in  the  freedom  of^the  counfry,  in  the  ownership  m 
the  soil — no  matter  whether  the  proprietor  be  seat- 
ed  on  the  fertile  plahi,  or  his  habitation  be  perch- 
ed near  the  eagle's  nest  on  the'  mountain  side — 
which  inspires  a  feeling  of  independence  and  a 
'love  '^Of  country  that  nothing  produced  in  any 
other  situation  can  equal.  With  what  enthusiasm, 
in  the  last  war,  did  even  mothers  surrender  their 
darling  sons,  the  only  prop  of  declining  age,  for 
their  cottirtry's  defence ;  and  with  what  Spartan 
heroism  did  they  offer  their  lives  on  the  northern 
and  northwestern  frontier  and  on  the  plains  of  Or- 
Itansl  While  this  proportion  of  this  kind  of 
population  greatly  exceeds  all  others,  our  national 
defence,  liberty,  and  independence,  are  secure. 
Not  so  when  the  manufacturing  class  preponder- 
ates. We  are  then  verging  to  old  age  and  disso- 
lution. '  I  would  not,  willingly,  drive  men  from 
f  hoie  pursuits  that  make  them  independent,  patri- 
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otic,  wealthy,  virtuous,  and  happy,  to  those  which 
make  them  poor,  depeadeut,  servile,  corrupt,  mis- 
erable slaves.  I  would  increase  the  number  of  the 
cultivators  of  the  soil ;  for  there,  should  ever  lib- 
erty desert-  our  couutry,  will  her  last  vestiges  be 
found.  If  this  be  "  foreign  policy,"  I  do  not  blush 
to  be  its  advocate. 

This  brings  me.  Mr.  Chairman,  to  examine  the 
probable  effects  oi  this  bill  on  the  revenue,  should 
it  pass  into  a  law.  Our  mode  of  collecting  the 
whole  revenue  of,  the  country,  from  ^  duty  on 
imports,  and  which  is  collected,  with  little  expense, 
.and  scarcely  felt  by  the  people,  is  pequliar  to  this 
country.  It  must  fail  whenever  it  becoihes  our 
interest  to  maniifactiire,  instead  of  directing  nearly 
oar  whole  force  to  agriculture,  finding -it  more 
advantageous"  to  pay  a  duty  averaging  40. or  50 
per  cent,  on  foreign  manufa<xtures,  t^an*  to  manu- 
facture for  ourselves.  '  For,  it  is  evident,  when  our 
sta(e,  as  that  of  England  does  her,  enables  us  to 
manufacture,  the  distance  and  expenses  attending 
importation  will  not  only  protect  our  own  manu- 
factures, but  prohrbit  importation.  If  this  state 
of  things  be  permitted  to  arrive  gradually,  we  be- 
come better  able  to  bear  excise^and  direct  taxes, 
and  may  gradually  impose  them  to  meet  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  revenue.  If  brought  upon  us,  at 
this  time,  we  are  wholly  unprepared  to  meet  them, 
and  I  am  certain  would  not  behr  them.  That  the 
design  of'  this  bill  ie  to  diminish  importation,  and 
tqact  as  a  prohibition,  we  have  from  the'chair- 
man  of  the  committee  who  reported  it  to  the 
House.  He  says  we  import,  annually,  upwards 
of  915,000,000  of  foreign  articles,  which  we  can 
have  as  well,  and  better,  in  ^ur  own  country,  and' 
which,  I  presume,  it  is  intended  to  prohibit,  as 
quickly  as  possible.  If  this  bill  will  not  answer 
the  purpose,  I  have  no  doubt  he  woOld  consent 
to  report  one  which  would.  But,  sir,  no  declara* 
tron  of  intention- was  nec^s^ary.  No  mail  can 
examine  this  bill  without ieeling  that,  regardless 
of  the  design,  the  effect  would  be  to  prohibit,  or 
ne^irly  sp,  the  importation  of  goods,  the  duties  on 
wbicn,  from  a  statement  laid  on  our  tables,  amount 
to  upwards  of  seven  millions  of  dollars.  But,  ad- 
mit It  should  not  go  the  whole  extent  of  prohibi- 
tion to  that  araptant,  even  a  considerable  portion 
Could  not  be  borne,  and  the  Government  sup- 
ported, without  resort  to  internal  taxes.  The^ 
mode  of  laying  the  duty  pn  coarse  coMons  and 
woollens,  is  extremely  exceptioniable,  because  c|il- 
culated  to  deceive.  If  the  intention  of  the  com- 
mittee was  to  place  a  duty  of.  from  93i  to  11 7. per 
cent,  imihediately,  atid  .frOm  104  to  130,  alter 
June,  1835,  on  coarse  woollens  called  plains,  and 
a  duyr  of  from  78  to  111  per  cent,  on  printed 
calicoes,  why  not  say  so,  in  direet  terms,  and  i\ot 
make  a  duty  nominally  only  25  per  cent,  by  fixing 
the  price  ol  a  y^irdat  one-third  more  than  it  cost, 
make  duty,  much  higher  than  it  appears.  The 
duty  on  coarse  cottons,  by  the  tatiff  of  1816,  was 
nominally  25  per  eent.,  but  every  yard  was  esti- 
mated to  have  cost  25  cents,  a.  price  more  than 
three  times  its  real  cost,  at  the  place  of  manufac- 
ture, and  which  made  the  duty  really  more  than 
80  per  cent.'   Here  let  me  remait,  that,  if  the  duty 


of  1816  on  coarse  oottons,  ^operated  as  a  prohiht- 
tion,  as  it  ^really  did,  the  duty  I  have  mentioned 
on  coarse  calicoes  and  plains  ought  to  have,  and 
would  have,  the  same  effect.  The  proj^sed  duty 
on  cotton  shirting  is  from  49  to  70  per  aent.;  oo  cot- 
ton checks  it  is  from  67^  to  70  per  oent<;  on  brown 
Holland,  72  per  cent.;  on  osnaburgs  and  cotton 
bagging)  about  50  per  cent.;  and  on  paper,  about 
66  per  cent.  The  articles  are  selected  to  show 
the  general  character  of  the  bill,  and  to  justify  my 
remark^which  I  have  made,  thatitisi  in  its  na- 
ture, prohibitory.  These  calculations  I  have  not 
made,  but  they  are  made- by  those  much  better 
acquainted  with  such  things,  and  who,  I  nresame, 
would  not  hazard  their  reputations  by  false  state- 
ments. They  are  principally  found  in  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Chamber  of  Coramer(5ex>f  New  York. 
These  duties,  if  they  operate  to  raike  the  prices,  as 
they  diust,  fall  uotost'  heavily  on  -a  class  of  peojrfe 
the  least  :able  to  bear  such  burdens,  the  poor  and 
laboring  class.  A  duty  on  fine  cloths  couid^ither 
be  paid  by  the  rich,  or  woukd  leave  them  the  al- 
ternative of  wearing  something  of  an  inferior 
qukliiy ;  but  the  poor  have  no  alternative  bat  to 
buy  at  the  prices  fot-  which  they  are  offered,  or  do 
without  theoK  The  exj>erience  of  the^  last  war 
also  shows,  that  when  prices  are  unusually  high, 
that  portion  of  the  community  which  can  do  so, 
resort  to  family  manufactures,  and  that  the  use  ot 
all  others  is  much  diminished.  These  high  duties, 
then,  if  attended  with  any  thing- like  a  correspond- 
ing high  price  of  the  domestic  manufacture,  in- 
stead of  givmg  protection  to  domestic  manufac- 
tures, would  diminish  the  consumption,  and  force 
all  who  -could  to  supply  their  wants  by  family 
manufactures.    This  was  seen  in  the  last  war. 

The  effect  of  high'  duties,  in  producing  smug- 
gling, with  ^1  its  eoncomitai^t  evils,  I  never  can 
view,  without  horror.  For  smuggling,  no  coun- 
try— not  even  England^s  so  well  adapted  as  the 
United  States.  An  immedse  seacoast,  studded 
with  islands,  and  extending  from  Passamaquoddy 
to  the  Sabine,  and  a  large  portion  of  that  but 
thinly  populated ;  l>y.land,  bounded  on  the  East, 
the  North,  the  Northwest,  and  the  W^st,  by 
the'  territories  of  other  Qovernments,  a  portion 
of  which  has  a  chain  of  lakes  united  by-  rivers, 
to  which  there  are  thousands  of  inlets,  affording 
facilities  to  smuggling.  Hitherto  the  feelings  of 
our  people  have  been  dn  the  side  of  the  Govern- 
menf,  because  the  duties  .have  been  moderate, 
and,  altbongh  we  have  the  m^st  virttoous  people 
pn  earthfthe  experieqce  of  the  I'estricttve  meas- 
ures preceding  the  last  war,  and  the  -war  itself^ 
show  that  they  can  be  corrupted.  •  All  men  are 
liable  to  be  pperated  on  by  their  avarice  or  their 
necessities.  A  part  of  one  of  the  best  prayers  ever 
uttered,  is  ''Lead  us  not  into  teijfiptatton."  Do 
not  corrupt  your  people,  ^y  mating  it  their  inter- 
est to  be  corrupt,  or  ^oecaiise  the  demand  for  ne- 
cessary clothing,  wliich  they  cannot  otherwise 
obtain,  requires  them  to  be  corrupt.  When  yon 
do,  you  will  find  Dirk  HaJtermcka  on  your  coa8t,'and 
a  people  ready  to  deal  with  and  protect  him  in 
his  illicit  trade.  Some  jj^entlemen  here  know  that 
the  famous  JLafiU$  sopplied  one  part  of  the  conn* 


2017 


mStORY  OF  OONGRESB. 


2018 


Apbil,}&M. 


Ths  Tarif  BiU. 


H.  OP  R. 


tTf  with  goods,  throagh  Banrtaria,  during  the 
rescrictire  measares  and  the  last  war,  and  oablt'ety 
waited  the  streets  of  New  Orleans,  m  denance  of 
four  poWtc  ofiieers,  and  in  contempt  of  your  laws. 
To  prerent  this,  joo.mvst  increase  the  number  of 
revenoe  officers,  now  under  your  mo^erale  duties 
almost  uooecessary,  etcept  ror  the  mere  purpose 
of  eoUecting  thmi. 

Bat,  sir,  the  gentlemen  hava  found  a  remedy  for 
the  defieieney  antieipated  by  theroseires,  by  the 
prohibitory  nature  of  this  tariff,  in  the  increasrof 
duty  on  other  articles.  What  are  those  articles? 
Ifolasses,^  spirit*,  fruits,  and  silks,'!  presume— the 
proposed  duties  oa  which  must  dyninish  the  con- 
smnption,  if  not  wholly -prohibit  the  importation. 
If  it  were  true  that  an  increase  of  du(y  increased 
the  rerenue^  it  woyid  be  easy  to  collect  the  i«ve- 
iMie  ifom  a  few  articles.  Bzperienee  shows  thiiies 
will  behr  a  reasonable  duty,  and  ao  more.  Go 
hejrottd  that,  and  they  aresmugjj^led,  they  are  adul- 
terated, the  consumption  is  diminished,  or  they 
are  prohibited.  The  maxim  of  Dean  Swift  is 
tnie^  wnen«aQderfltood,  that,  in  the  science  t>f  po- 
litical arithmetic,  fwo  and*  two  do  not  alwi^ys 
make  four.  Reducing  the  doty  often  increases  the 
reTenoe,  and  an  increase  of  the  doty  often  dimin- 
ishes the  reTenue,  and  the  revenue  does  not  always 
iflcivase  in  the -proportion  the  duty  is  increased. 
These  positions  I  propose  to  illbstrate  by  a  few 
of  the  numerods  examples  drawn  from  the  expe- 
ricneei^  England,  France,and  the  United  States. 
Previously  to  1784,  the  doty  on  tea,  in  England, 
was  four  shillings  a  pound,  and  produced  £180,000; 
and  when  reduced,  in  1746,  to  one  shilling  .per 
pound,  produced,  in  1746,  je243,309  in  rerjBnue. 
In  174i3,  the  duty  on  tei|  was  again, increased,  and 
ittctoaied  between  64  and  119  per  cent.,  until 
1784^  with  but  little  increase  of  revenue ;  out  the 
adtthention,  by  the  o»e  of  sloe  and  ash  leaves, 
was  practised  to  an  astonishing  extent.  In  the 
year  1784^  the  duty  was  reduced  to  13^  per  cent., 
and  in  the  two  next  years  the  oonsoroption  was 
treh|ed,and  in  1819 100  per  cent.  In  1742,  the  high 
duties  on' spirits  ceased,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  revenue  was  increased,  aqd  morals,  improved. 
Let  it  be  remarked,  that  fol^iffn  spirits  is  one  of 
the, items  in  this  biu,  and  which  now  pays  a  duty 
of  200  per  cent,  on  the  average,  and  the  doty  on 
which  It  is  proposed  again  .to  increase — a  dotv 
which  is  in  its  nature  prohibitory,  and  from  which 
we  now  derive  a  revenue  of  upwards  of  92,000,000* 
In  1787,  Mr.  Pitt  reduced  the  duty  on  wine  50 
per  cent.,  by  which  the  revenue  was  increased.* 
The  duty  on  coffee  was  increased  in  1805  one- 
third,  by  which  the  revenue  Was  diminished  one- 
eighth,  and  in  1806,  oq(e-sixteenth.  It  vras  again, 
in  1808,  reduced  from  two  *  shillings  to  seven 
pence  per  cwt. ;  and  the  revenue,  which,  for  three 
7^8  preceding  the  reduction,  had  averaged  only 
X166,000,  increased  to  £195,000.  In  1800,  the 
doty  on  glass  was  doubled,  but  there  whs  no  in- 
crease of  the  revenue.  In  1813,  the  doty  on  lea- 
ther was  doubled,  which  might  have  been  expected 
to  doable  the  revenue  derived  from  that  source ; 
but,  although  it  had  previouslv  produced  £394,000, 
it  only  pr^aoed  half  a  million.    The  duty  on 
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wine,  subsequently  to  the  time  I  have  before  men- 
tioned, was  increased;  and,  in  consequebce  of 
that  increase,  the  revenue  was  diminished  one- 
fourth^  A  similar  instance  has  been  cited,  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion,  in  relation  to  the  reve- 
nue of  the  United  States,  of  an  increase  of  reve- 
nue on  wines,  corresponding  with  the  diminished 
duty.  In  FVance,  in  1775,  Mr.  Tnrgot  is  said  to 
have  reduced  the  duty,  dtc,  on  fish,  in  the  Paris 
market ;  but  the  revenue  was  not  thereby  in  the 
least  diminished.  From  the  high  duties  proposed 
on  the  articles  from  which  it  is  expected  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  revenue  is  to  be  supplied,  it  appears 
to  m^  if  experience  teaches  any  thiag,  the  exam- 
ples I  haye  cited  teach  us  to  hope  for  nothing  like 
an  increase  of  revenue.  Although  Mr.  Speaker 
is  prepared  to  recommend  an  excise,  I  confess  I 
4M  some  horror  at  the  name  of  an  exciseman ; 
and  nothing  but  a  full  conviction  that  nothing  else 
would  support  the  honor,  the  welfare,  and  safety, 
of  my  country,  would  induce  me  to  send  this  odi- 
ous class  of  public  officers  among  the  people. 

I  have  incidentally  shown  the  corrupting  influ- 
ence of  this  policy  on  the  morals  of  the  country, 
by  enfeting  the  feelings  of  the  people  against  the 
Government,  and  in  favor  of  the  smuggler,  and 
by  collecting  people  together  in  numbers ;  and  on 
the  liberty  of  the  country,  by  its  infloen<5e  on  the 
freedom  of  electt6ns,  and  the  means  of  defence  by 
land  and  sea.  • 

'It  now  banomes  'my  duty,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  ex- 
amine some  of  the  reaaons  which  are  supposed  to 
demand  this  ^xtraordioary  interjiosition  of  the 
Government  to  rescue  a  large  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple, if  not  the  nation,  from  degradation  and  ruin. 
The  balaiice  of  trade  with  other  nations,  it  is  said, 
is  against  us,  as  appears  from  the  Treasury  re- 
ports, and  books  ot  the  custom-houses. .  Indeed, 
the  balanae  of  trade  has  in  thi?  way  appeared 
against  us  constantly,  from  the  origin  of  our 
<£)vernment,.and  foreign  nations  continue  to  deal 
with  us,  and  we  are  not  ruined.  The.very  sug-^ 
gestion  is  so  ridiculous,  that  had  it  been  confined 
to  the  Philaddphirraint  of  pamphlets  on  the  tariff, 
where,  I  believe,  it  originated,  I  should  not  have 
deemed  it  worthy  of  notice;  but,  as  it  has  been 
echoed  and  're-echoed  within  these  walls,  I  pro- 
pose to  give  it  some  examination.  Suppose  an 
American  merchant-exports  from  one  of  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  a  cargo  estimated  at  the  cus-* 
tom-house  at  $5,000,  which  he  carries  to  the  West 
Indies,  and,  in  Exchange,  obtains  the  produce  of 
that  country,  worth  ^l^i^OO,  and  which,  instead 
of  bringing  Immediately  home,  he  disposes  of  in 
some  port  of  Europe  for  a  cargo  of  merchandise 
valued  at  $00,000,  which  he  imports  to  the  very 
place  whioh  he  had  previously  left  with  a  cargo 
valued  at  95^000.  In  4hi8  instance  the  balance  of 
trade  appears  .to  be  against  us,  as  we  have  im- 
ported 915,000  more  than  We  have  exported ;  yet, 
915,000  are  gained  to  the  nation.  Suppose,  again, 
the  merchant  exports  a  cargo  valued  at  $10,000 
where  exported,  and  which;  at  the  port  of  desti- 
nation, he  is  compelled  to  sell  for  $5,000,  with 
which  he  returns  to  the  United  States ;  here,  it 
would  app«ttr,  we  ar^  doing  an  excellent  business^ 
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because  a  balance  of  $5,000  more  is  exported  than 
imported,  as  appears  on  the  books  x>(  the  custom- 
bouse  ;  yet  th&  nation  has  lost  $5,000.  The  fal- 
lacy of  this  thing  is,  that,  when  our  trade  is  pros- 
perous, the  balance  is  always  apparently  against 
usy  but  when  our  trade  is  most  disastrous,  the  bal- 
ance appears  in  oar  favor,  in  the  wayj  have  men- 
tioned. To  this  you  must  add  many  cases  wh^re 
nothing  is  exported  of  any  value,  ana  where  things' 
of  value  are  imported,  the  pr9ducts  of  mere  labor. 
Two  or  three  cases  of  that  kind  may  be  bien- 
tioned.  We  have  upwards  of  800,000  tons  of  ton- 
nage engaged  in  foreign  trade  &nd  which  brings 
to  those  engaged  in  it  about  $70^000  per  annuop, 
which  is  acquired  by  mere  industry,  is  imported  in 
the  produce  or  manufactures  of  other  countries, 
and  appears,  on  the  books  of  the  custom-house, 
that  amount  asainst  us,  in  "  the  balance  of  trade.^ 
A  quantity  of 'ice  is  annually  carHed  from  the 
North  to  the  West  India  Islands,  which  brings  to 
the  United  States,  in  the  produce  of  those  islands, 
about  9100,000,  and  in  that  case,  also,  as  nothing 
is  exported  that  can  be  valded  at  the  custom-house, 
a  balance  of  trade  of  9100,000  appears  against  us. 
A  most  profitable  trade  to  the  Pacific  presents  also 
a.larffe  item  in  that  balance  of  trade.  A  fishing 
▼essef  leaves  New  Englai^d  and  proceeds  to  the 
South  Sea,  where,  by  fishing  or  trade* in  furs,  she 
is  enabled  to  make  a  voyage  to  the  East  Indies  or 
China,  and  returns  with  a  cargo  V9lued  at  $100,- 
GOO,  when  heft  export  was  nothing,;  and)  this, 
again,  swells  the  apparent^  unfavol-able  balance 
of  trade. 

It  is  said,  sir,  and  triumphantly  said,  "  Shall  we 
purchase  more  than  we  sell,  and  jpurchase  to  a  dis- 
advantage?'' The  meaning  01  this  is,  Are  we 
fools,  and  our  creditors 'worse  fools'?  When  an 
individual  purchases  more  than  he  can  pay  for, 
from  a  merjchant,  his  credit  soon  ceases.  Kngiish-. 
men  know  too  well  their  own' interest  t«  continue 
such  a  ruinous  business,  even  if  we  were  disposed 
to  encourage  it.  ,      '        ,  . 

It  is  asked,  shall  we  encourage  foreign  work- 
men?, I  answer,  yes;  if  to  our  mutual  advant- 
age ;  and  for  the  same  reason  that  Ji  man  employs 
a  neighboring  mechanic  to  make  his  boots  and 
shoes,  instead  of  makinr  them  himself  or  having 
them  made. in  his  own  lamily. 

"Our  country  is  iaid  to  be  perpetually  draining 
of  specie."  And  what  is  specie  but  a  mere  cook- 
mod  ity,  which  we  exchange  for  something  we 
want  more  ?  Recent  accounts  say  that  from  Ihe 
abundance  of  specie  in  England,  the  exportation 
of  it  to  this  country  has  commenced.  Water  ac- 
cumulated at  any  certain  point  soon  finds  its  level, 
80  silver  seeks  the  place  of  demand,  for  it  passes  in 
and  out  of  a  country  by  a  thousand  secret  chan- 
nels* From  the  estimates  on  .this  subject,  we 
have  been  drained,  since  the  commencement  Of 
this  Gbvernment,  of  more  specie  than  we  ever 
had. 

"  We  must  be  independent  of  foreign  nations." 
What  God  has  decreed,  man  vainly  attempts  to 
counteract.  The  dependence  of  nations  and  parts 
of  a  nation  on  each  other  are  marked  in  the  va- 
rieties of  soil  and  of  climate,  and  in  the  dispensa- 


tions of  Providence..  Why  does  not  the  aoU  and 
climate  of  the  North  bear  the  products  of  the  South, 
or  the  South  yield  the  productsof  the  North  ?  Why 
is  tlie  crop  in  one  countrv  parched  by  drought  or 
blighted  by  mildew,  while  that  of  another  yields 
an  abundant  harvest  ?  '  Theie  aU  teach  men  and 
nations  that  they  are  and  must  be  dependent  on 
each  other,  and  on  Him  who  formed  the  earth  and 
directs  the  seasons,  and  who  rules  the  afiaits  of 
men  and  of  nations.  The  wealthiest  and  most 
powerful  man  is  made  dependent,  sometimes  on 
the  humblest  i)er$on.in  society.  This  dependence 
pervades  creation,  is  found  among  beings  rational 
and  irrational ;  things  animate  and  inanimate. 

Some  have  alleged,  or  at  least  intimated,  that 
England  hasi  sent  foods  her6  to  destroy  our  infant 
manufactures.  Who  ^an  believe  «uch  a  Strang 
suggestion  ?  What  natibn  could  afford  to  do  it, 
if  willing  ?  At  the  time  whea  England  is  sup- 
posed to  have  made  this  attempt  at  the  destruc- 
tion of  our  manufactures,  «her  |>eQple,  like  ours, 
sufiered  from  xhe  sudden  transition  from  war  to 
peace,  and  her  manufactures  were  sacrificed  in 
our  markets,  while  her  commerce  and  her  agri- 
culture suffered  at  home.  The  war  found  eo^ploy- 
ment  for  a  large  portion  of  her  people,'not  only  in 
the  armies,  but  in  the  formation  of  those  manuiao- 
tares  necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  army.  Peace 
not  only^  diverted  the  whole  force  previously  em- 
ployed for  the  army  to  manufacture  for  exporta* 
tion,  but  also  found  in  possession  of  thcmanufac- 
tujrer  a  stock  on  hand  which  the  war  had  prevented 
him  from  exporting  and  vending.  Our  merchants 
rushed  tp  supply  the  wants  of  the  country  by  im- 
portation. Hence,  a  scene  of  universal  distress, 
both  in  England  and  America,  followed  the  tran- 
sition from  war  to  peace,  involving  all  classes  in 
the  common  misery,  aad  the  goods  which  the  mer- 
chant or  manufacturer  were  compelled  to  sacrifice 
at  this  'period,  are  doubtless  those  which  gentle- 
men have  fancied. imported  for  the  destruction  of 
our  infant  manufaoiurere.  -  All  classes  of  men  and 
of  industry  feel  the  loss  of  the  market  war  create 
apd  time  alone  restores  the  equilibrium.  Time 
has  done  the  work  which  it  would  be  madness  10 
destroy. 

The  examples  of  England,  France,  and  Spaio, 
have  been  >mentioned  to  show  the  effects  of  this 
admirable  polioy  recommended  for  our  adoption. 
From  the  description,  one  would  suppose  that  all 
the  information  we  have  heretofore  received  from 
every  source,  as  to  the  situation  of  the  people  of 
England,  was  false,  and  that  she  bad  scarcely  a 
b^gar  or  a  pauper  in  her  dominions;  that  her 
agriculture,  her  commerce,  and  her  manufactures, 
were  in  a  most  flourishing  condition ;  while  we 
are  actually  a  starving,  depressed,  miserable  peo- 
ple, whose  commerce^  languishes,  whose  agricul- 
ture is  depressed,  and  who  implore  the  aid  of  CMv- 
ernmeat  to  save  them  from  utter  ruin.  We  look 
in  vain^  in  this  countrjr  for  the  original  of  aiich  a 
picture,  and  a  search  in  England  for  that  uaex- 
ampled  prosperity  depicted  in  such  glowing  colors, 
would  be  equally  fruitless.  England  compared 
with  some  other  nations  of  Europe  is  compara- 
tively prosperous  as  a  nation  1  while*  a  large  por- 
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tioD  of  her  people  are  without  rights  and  priyi* 
leges,  a  poor,  wretched,  starred,  miserable  popu 
latioD.  Does  evea  the  comparatire  happiness  sh|^ 
enjoys  proceed  from  protection  to  her  industry  ^ 
No,  sip;  her  natural  advantages  have  caused  he^ 
to  triumph  over  a  mistaken  policy  which  sh^ 
"would  now  abandon,  if  she  dare,  or  if  she  could* 
^vithoQt  the  destruction  of  interests  and  institu- 
tions which  her  owA  laws  have  created,  and  which 
it  would  b^  unjust  and  impolitic  at  once  to  destroy. 
Opening  her  ports  to  the  pn>duce  of  other  couo^ 
tries,  and'  especially  that  of  the  United  States, 
where,  from  tIie4ow  price  and  good  quality  of  the 
lands^  we  produce  much  with  little  labor,  would 
at  once  force  the  agrriculturi^  of  that  country, 
now  cultivating  inferior  soil,  to  abandon  it,  f/om 
an  inability  to  raise  any  thing  at  prices  which 
would,  enable  them  to  compete  with  us  in  the 
mArket.  It  would  make  her  what  she  is  destined 
to  be  from  her  situation,  the  density  of  her  popu* 
lation,  and  natural  advantages— «  manufactunng 
nation ;  hut  must,  at  the  same  .time,  prostrate  her 
agriculture.  Such  a  sudden  change  would-be 
dangerous  and- unwise.  But  one  period  perhaps 
lias  arrived  within  any  recent  time,  ano  that  a 
most  calamitous  one  for  agriculture,  when  she 
eoold  with  safety  have  repealed  her  com  laws, 
and  that  was  when  the  unusual  abundance  of 
crops  in  the  year  1816,  reduced  the  price  of  corn 
nearly  to  that  for  which  it  could  be  imported.  I 
Jiave  ahready  shown  th%t  the  b^t  protectioi)  for 
our  manufactures  prooeeds  from  her  corn  laws^ 
and  that  the  very  best  protection  -she  could  give 
to  her  manufactures  would  be  to  open  her  ports  to 
the  productions  of  other  countrie8,.by  which  the 
price  of  bread,  of  labor,  and  of  her  manufactures, 
would  be  reduced.  Is  it  true  that  her  manufac- 
tures have  flourished  from'th^  protection  extended 
to  them  by  Governmeht  ?  Such  is  not  the  opin- 
ion of  Mr.  Lowe.  {Here  Mr.  R.  ready'^from  page 
168  of  Mr.  Lowe's  work,  a  passage  to  show  that, 
of  the  whole 'manufacturing  productions  of  Eng- 
land, consumed  at  home  and  abroad,  estimated  at 
X123,000,0b0 ;  the  cotton,  woollens,  and  hardware, 
which  is  the  most  profitable. portion  of  them,  and 
which  received 'no  protection  from  the  Govern*> 
ment,  by  duty,  amounted  to  £80,000,000 ;  while 
the  chi^f  protection  ^ad  been  extended  to  the 
manofkcture  of  silks  and  laces;  admitted -to  be  un- 
profitable.] England  owes  her  prosperity 'to  her 
situatioD,  which  ufakes  her  a  commercial  nation ; 
to  the  limited  extent  of  her  territory;  which  denies 
employment  to  her  people  ifx  agriculture ;  io  her 
system  of  Government,  which  is  comparatively 
free;  and  to  religious  toleratipiK  The  persepu- 
tioas  of  the  Huguenots  on  the  Continent,  also, 
brought  her  the  '^tiost  learned  atid-  skilful  men  in 
Curope,  with  a  knowledge  of  manufactures,  whi^h 
gave  the  first  impetus  to  that  branch  of  her  indus- 
try, and,  in  proportion,  depressed  those  of  the 
coontries  from  which  they  were  banished. 

France,  admitted  by  Mr.  Speaker  to  be  the  liext 
most  prosperous  nation  of  Europe,  could  not  be 
expected,  when  deprived  of  the  advantages  of 
situation  possessed  by  England,  to  equal  her  in 
thoee  things  dependent  on  situation.    In  addition 


to  this,  France  has  long  been  the  seeiie  of  the 
most  desolating  internal  war,  whileshe  has  waged 
a  perpetual  war  with  ail  the  Powers  of  Europe,  by 
which  her  progress  in  those  things  that  flourish 
most  in  tim^s  of  peace  was  necessarily  retarded. 
But  her  people  are  comparatively  happ>[,  and  are 
less  burdened  with  taxes  on  the  necessaries  of  life 
than  the  British  subjects. 
.  The  example  of  Spain 'is  mo^t  unfortunate  for 
gentlemen  who  advocate  this  system  of  protection. 
Spain,  among  the  most  deffraued,  the  liiost  feeble, 
and  the  least  prosperous  of  European  nations,  is, 
say  the  political  writers,  '^  a  Grovemment  of  im- 
ports, prohibitions,  duties,  and  monopoliesL"  Th^ 
wealth  of  her  foreign'  possessions,  no  doubt,  con- 
tributed to  hurl  her  from  that  eminence  she  once 
proudly  oocuoied  amDog  the  nations ;  but,  as  in« 
dustry  flourishes  best  when  left  free  to  purspe  its 
own  cburse,  aiid  seek  its  place '  of  profitable  ein* 
ploy  men  t,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  restric- 
tion and  prohibition  contributed  largely  to  crush 
and  depress  it. 

A'nother  evidence  o£  a  most  deplorable  state  of 
things  lb  this  country  is  derived  from  a  calcula- 
tion that  our  ex[)orts  dQ  not  increase  in  the  ra- 
tio of  our  'population,  or^  if  they  increase,  are  re- 
duced in  price.  There  is  some  satisfaction,  even 
if  this  indicates  a  want  of  prpsperity,  which  I  am 
not  willing  to  admit,  that  our  population  doubles 
under  all  those  unfavorable  circumstances  attend- 
ing our  unhappy  condition,  in  about  twenty-five 
S>ars  and  that  of  almost  every  other  nation  dou* 
es  in  about  a  century.  Let  it  be  remembered, 
that  a  stateof  freedom  'and  of  plenty  alone  are 
favorable  to  a  rapid  increase  of  population.  Is  it 
not,  let  me  ask,,  sir,  reasonable  to  expect,  when 
the  peace  of  1814,  almost  as  universal  >as  the  war 
which  preceded  it,  had  turned  millions  from  the 
destruction  of  their  own  species  to  the  peaceful 
pursuits  ot  industry,  that  the  abundance  in  £u* 
tope  created  thereby  should  diminish'  their  impoiv 
tations(,  and* the  puce,  ^esj^ially  of  the  products 
of  agriculture? 

Mr.  Speaker  says,  if  we  had  war  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe' we jihould  have  a  market  for  our 
produce.-  So  we  should,  because  the  employments 
of  war,  not  of  the  soldier  merely,  as  he  consti- 
tutes but  a  small  part  of  those  to  whom  employ- 
ment is  given  by  war,  would  divert  the  attentjoa 
of  great  numbers  from  the  production  of  necessa- 
ries. It  produces  an  unnatural  excitement,,  and 
fives  a  factitious  value  to  every  thing.  And 
enee  the  return  of  peace,  which  ought  to  bring 
nothing  but  blessings,  brings  in  its  train  a  redue- 
tion  of  the  price  of  every  thing,  and  bankruptcy 
and  ruin  on  all  classes.  It  is  the  most  depressed 
and  dangerous  crisis  in  the  existence  of  a  nation, 
as  we  are  too  apt  to  apply  kgislattve  remedy  for 
what  time  alone  can  heal.  Another  cause  why 
our  exports  should  be  diminished  in  price^  if  the 
want  of  a  demand  abroad  were  not  sufficient,  is, 
that,  from  the  vast  quantity  of  public  lands  within 
our  limits,  and  the  preference  men  have  for  breath- 
ing the  free  air  of  the  country,  the  ratio  of  our 
population  engaged  in  agriculture  increases  more 
rapidly  than  Uiat  of  those  engaged  in  other  pur- 
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stiitSj  aQd  with  that  increase  the  agrieoltural  pro- 
ductions also  increase,  and  with  that  is  the  dimi- 
nution oC  price.  Hence,  as  Mr.  Speaker  justly 
observes,  the  price  of  the  produce  of  every  section 
of  the  country  Js  falling,  and  must  continue  to 
iEall ;  and  cpmmerce  also  f^s  the  same  effects. 
From  this  languishing^  and  suffering,  Mr.  Speaker 
would  most  ffraciously  fielieve  us  by  his  policy,  as 
the  aged,  deformed)  and  sick,  of  some  countries, 
are  relieved,  by  giving  a  finishing  blow  to  their 
existence.  The  only  remedy  that  can  be  safely 
applied  to  such  an  evil  is  to  live  on  our  abundance, 
•nd  bring  ou)r  expenditures  down  to  the  means  we 
possess. 

The  effect  of  this  systemi  which  is  designed  to 
tax  the  sugar,  the  cotton,  and  tobacco  planter,  and 
ihe  grower  of  rice  in  the  South,  for  the  benefit  of 
0ther  sections  of  the  country  supposed  to  be  less 
prosperous,  would|  as  I  hav£  shown,  destroy  our 
marxet ;  bl^cause,  if  we  do  not  hnport-we  cannot 
expect  to  export ',  or,  |is  Mr.  S^>eaker  would  have 
it,  "  if  we  export  we  will  import ;"  or  if  We  boy 
nothing  of  them,  (other  nati,ons,)  thev  can  buy 
nothing  of  us ;  or,  as  Mr.  Speaker  would  have  it, 
"  if  they  buy  nothing  of  us,  we  oan  buy  nothing 
of  them."  But  all  parts  would  feel  this  wound, 
aa  the  cautery  applifed  to  one  part  of  the  body  af- 
fects the  whole  system.  The  North  would  feel  it 
in  her  navigating  interest,  now  employed  in  car* 
Tying  thdse  raw  materials  to  other  nations,  and 
returning  with  their  manufactures,  and  in  the  de- 
struction of  our  market  for  ber  produce  and  her 
manufiictures  used  in  agriculture.  - 1  have  already 
shown  that  it  niust  cripple,  if  not  prostrate,  her 
eoOimerce,  her  ship-building,  and  her  trade  with 
the  West  Indies. 

With  the  West,  it  appears  to.  me  like  a  rebel- 
lion of  the  members  against  the  bodv.  It  is  true 
we  export,  but  the  amount  received  from  those 
exports  is- only  apparently  larger  in  our  favor,  in- 
asmuch as  We  are  the  oonsumers  of  your  produce, 
dependent  on  you  for  our  implements  of'husbaod-' 

22  the  means  of  sustaining  life,  and  almost  everv 
ing  except  our  land  and  negroes ;  all  of  whicn 
ihraws  much  from  the  apparent  profits  and  advan- 
tages. In  proportion  as  you  diminish  our  expor- 
Intions,  you  diminish  our  means  of  purchasing 
from  you,  and  destroy  your  own  market.  You 
will  compel  us  to  use  tnose  advantages' of  soil  and 
of  climate  which  God  and  nature  hare  ^  placed 
within  our  reach,  and  to  live,  as  to  you,,  as  you 
desire  us  to  live  as  to  foreign  nalionsl-depenaent 
on  our  own  resourced;  I  have  alreadv  attempted 
to  show  that  this  home  market  is  all  a  fallacy. 
When  we  consider  .the  few  who  must  be  employed 
in  consequence  of  the  improvements  in  machinery;- 
the  limited  nature  of  your  market,  from  the  ina- 
bilitvof  your  manufacturers  to  compete  in  foreign 
markets,  is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that,  if 
Great*  Britain,  from  her  own  soil,  supports  a  pop- 
niation  of  upwards  of  21,000,000,  a  very  small 
proportion  oi  whom  are  engaged  in  agriculture, 
that  Pennsysvania,  or  Ohio,  alone,  could  furnish 
bread  for  the  very  small  proportion  of  10,000,000 
of  people  in  this  country,  to  oe  engaged  in  manu- 
iftotures  ?   The  greatest  noraber,  and  even  that  ex- 


affgerated  greatly  beyond  a  correct  e8tiauite,wlneli 
Mr.  Speaker  coiiid  employ  on  mannfincturee,  waa 
500,000,  and  these  are  to  eonsame  the  sarph» 
products  of  twenty  out  of  the  twenty-«even  States 
and  Territories  or  the  United  Etatefi,  with  some 
fractions  of  tlae  remaining  seven,  stated  by  Mr. 
Speaker  to  be  grain  growing  Btat^  and  Territo- 
ries. The  idea,  then,  of  a  home  market,  is^with* 
out  reason  or  trath.  The  effect  of  this  system 
would  only  be  felt  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
tbe  large  manufjeicturing  establishments.  'Can 
yon  manufacture  in  the  Westi  The  principal 
article  manufactured  heretofore 'in  Kentucky  is 
cotton  bagging.  In  this,  you  are  now  protected 
by  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  to  which  is  added  tha 
10  per  cent,  in  calculation  of  the  dutKs,  which 
would  make  the  whole  duty  about  22^  per  cent. 
You  have  also  '^'ten  acres  of  land  for  one  in  Bo- 
rope,  fit  only  for  the  cultivation  of  hemp ; "  it  re- 
quires little  capital  to  manufacture  hemp;  yoor 
naviffable  streams  enable  yon  to  transport  it  at  a 
small  expense,  to  the* market;  yet,  you  are  not 
able  to  .compete,  in  our  own  markets,  with  Inver- 
ness and  Dundee,  (names  I  have  heard  ao  oAea 
they  sound  harshly  in  my  ear,)  who  purchase  tbe 
hemp  raised  by  the  ^  serfe "  of  Russia,  transport 
it  to  Scotland,  and  there  manufacture  itj  after- 
wards trans jx)rt  it  to  the  United  States,  paying 
ffeight^  insurance,  commissions,  and  pronts.  ift 
addition  to  the  duty  of  about  22^  per  cent  Does 
'not  this  show  that  the  ei^  lies  deeper  than  want 
of  protection  ?  That,  if  you  c<)uld  manuikctore, 
yoar  manufactures  -are  already  sufficiently  pro- 
tected ?  We  are  willing,  from  the  South,  to  sub- 
mit to>  any  thing  to  which,  as  a.  people,  we  oujifht  to 
subthit ;  butiwe  are  not  witling  to  have  the  indoa* 
try  of  our  people  taxied  to  enable  your  manufac- 
tures to 'demand  of  us  50  per  cent.,  the  propoaed 
duty,  more  than  we  give  for  the  forei|p[i  fabric. 
When  we  examine  ^he  provisions  of  this  bill,  we 
understand  you  to  mean  by  protection^  nothing  lets 
than  prohibition,  and  by  .**  keepings  you  itcikdjr," 
the  exclusion  of  foreign  manufactures.  But,  sir^ 
suppose  the  West  procures  the  passage,  do  yon 
suppose  Brother  Jonathan  Will  not  reap  the  ad- 
vantages of  it  ?  The  t^eopie  of  New  England 
have  the  necessary  capital  industry;  economy, 
and  density  of  population,  -^1  of  which  must  pre- 
cede manufactures.  These  will  enable  them  to 
sell  their  manufactures  under  the  very  walls  of 
your  manufacturing  establishments.  They  will 
not  manufacture  the  cotton  bagging  alone,  but 
raise  the  hemp,  and  drive  3ik>u  from  tur  market. 
Against  Inverness  and  DunileO)  th^  duty,  and  the 
peculiar  advantages  of  your  situiition,  give  you 
reasonable  protection;  but,  against  this  domestic 
competition,  you  can  neither  ask  nor  have  any 
protection  from  the  Government-,  unless,  in  the 
folly  of  legislating  the  people  into  wealth,  and 
creating  markets,  we  should  attempt  to  protect 
the  several  sections  of  the  Union  against  the  com- 
petition of  the  other. 

Opinions  have  been  mentioned,  and  among 
others,  that  of  the  Executive  Magistrate  of  the 
nation.  I  remt  the  cpurse  his  communications 
have  pursued,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  because 
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thef  ue  ealeulaced  to  keep  alive  the  restlen  spirit 
of  thooe  who  are  anzioas  to  adopt  the  policy  of 
4>ther  nations,  \jj  iDtimatin;  that  something  can, 
and  probably  ooght,  to  be  done.    ^  I  would  he 
^were  either  hot  or  cold."    "  A  judicious  Revision 
of  the  tariff''  meana  nothing — as  almosi  the  oivly 
<]ae8tion  is,  -What  is  a  judicious  rerision  I    If  he 
'would  declare  for  or  against  the  tariff*  in  the 
ahiqie  it  has  for  years  past  been  presented  to  this 
House,  and  agitated  the  nation, .we  could  give  to 
that  opinion  such  weight  as  we  might  8ii[^ose  it 
cnticled  to  have;  but  at  present  we  have  nothing 
tangible^  no.  opinion  to  support  us^  and  nd  opinion 
to  combat.    The  omniona  of  the  Boiperor  Alex- 
ander and  of  Napoleon  cannot  thus  be  mistakeh  i 
and,  so  far  as  the  opinions  of'  monarchs  a^ 
despots  are  .entitled  to  weight,  support  the  tanC 
Their  principles  and  opinions  in  favor  of  what 
Mr.  Speaker  was  pleased  to  call  "  an  American 
policy/'  in  opposition  to  what  he  calls  '<  a  foreign 
policy,"  is  better  suited  to  their  own  arbitrary 
Oownments,  than  to  our  Gfbvernment  of  laws. 
Experience  is  better  than  opinion^  aa<lexperieace 
shows  that  the  American  policy,  which  imposes 
duty  forYevenue  merely,  or  what  I  have  described 
aa  railing  strictljr  withm  the  meaning  of  protec- 
tion, and  which  has  hitherto  been  calld  an  Ameri- 
can policy,  can,- in  a  few  years,  elevato  a  nation 
lo  unexan^>led  pros^rity;  wh}ie  the  foreign  pol- 
icy, attempted  to  be  introduced  in.  its  'place,  may 
be  safely  left  to  .arbitrary  Governments  and  the 
oppressed  of  other  nations.    This  fair  An^rictin, 
the  bantkng  of  Mr.  Speaker,  was  born,  has  grown 
to  manhood,  and  iipproached  old  age,  in  a  foreign 
•country — is  not  yet  naturalized  here,  and  I  hope 
never  will  be.         -     . 

^  Be  of  ^[ood  cheer,"  ye  tariff-men ;  in  the  end 
you  will  triumph.  Let  me  asture  genfiemoD,  that 
aoch  a  triumph  must  be  of  short  duration.  There 
U  but  a  step  oetween  the  throne  and  the  scaffold. 
When  ihe  people  shall  have  discovered  that  this 
home  market  is  all  a  fallacy ;  that  the  cry  for  the 
protection  of  manufactures,  apd  domestic  indus- 
try; has  been  raised  by  those  interested,  or  seeking- 
to  1m  interested  in  such  establishments ;  that  it  is 
a  triumph  over  that  truly  American  policy  which 
has  made  us  great  and  happy;  and  has  estab- 
lished in  its  plade  that  policy  which  has  ground 
down  and  oppressed  the  people  of  other  nations ; 
that  it  expofes  their  houses  to  the  scrutinizing 
and  hateAil  inspection  of  the  exciseman,  and  the 
fruits  .of  their  industry  to  be  wasted  by  the  tax 
gatherer;  that  it  contaminates  the  morals  of  the 
people,  prostrates  all  the  best  intecesls  of  the  coun- 
try, and  sapa  Ihe  ibundatibn  of  its  liberty,  this 
triumph  will  soon,  end.  This  beautiful  fabric, 
-«re^ed  with,  so  much  care  and  iodustry,  will  bury 
in  its  ruins  its  most  zealous  advocates.  From< 
each  a  triumph,*  may  Heaven,  in  infinite  mercy, 
deliver  this  nation. 

When  Mr.  R.  concluded-—  ■ 

Mr.  WfiBSTEn,  of  Massachusetts,  took  the  floor 
and  continued  his  observations  till  past  3  o'clock, 
whan  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  that  the  Com- 
mittee rise. 

The  House  then 


Fripat,  April  2. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Cdmmittee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *<An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Cnarles  Gwynn,  of  Baltimore,^'  reported 
the  same*  without  amendment,  and  it  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act 
to  perfect  certain  locations  and  sales  ol  the  lands 
in  Missouri,  parsed  April  26, 1822,"  reported  thaL 
in  the  'opinion  of  the  committee,  the  said  biu 
ought  not  to  pass ;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Wbioht,  from  the  Committee  to  which 
was  referred  a  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  relation  to  the  title  of  the  Uni- 
ted Brethren'ibr  propagating  the  Gospel  among 
the  HeatheU)  to  certain  tracts  of  land,  made  % 
report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  providing  for  thtf 
disposition  of  three  several  tracts  of  land,  in  Tus- 
carawas county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  for 
other  purposes;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committeu  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning dertain  acts  of  James  Miller,  as  Gk>vernor 
of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  tor  other  pur- 
poses," was  read  twice,  and  order^  to  be,  read -a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from.ihe  .Senate,  entitled  "An  act  al- 
tering the  times  of  holding  the  courts  of  the  Dia- 
trict  of  Columbia,"  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  tbird  time  to-day. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  to  authorize  the  executors  of 
John  B.  Mebane  to  collect  certain  arrears  of  inter- 
nal tax,  were  diiScharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  same,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
he  engrossedi  and  r^  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

.A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Spates,  for 
.  the  year  1834,"  with  amendmedts.  The  Senate 
have  also  passed  a  "bill,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  several  acts  providing  for  ascer- 
taining and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land 
in  St.  Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse  land  dis- 
tricts ;"  in  which  amendments  and  last  mentioned 
bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  al- 
tering the  tiqae  for  holding  the  courts  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  third  time; 
when  a  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Littlb,  that 
the  bill  be  la|d  on  the.  tfible. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  acta 
laving  dutiea  on  imports,"  Mr.  Conbict  in  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  WfiBaTsa  resumed  and  concluded  hisspeech 
on  the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  and  in  oppo- 
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sUioD  to  its  passage  in  its  present  shape.    His 
speech  follows  entire : 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  will  avail  myself  of  the  pres- 
ent occasion  to  make  some  remarks  on  certain 
principles  and  opinions  which  have  been  recently 
advanced,  and  on  those  considecations  which,  in' 
my  judgment,  oaght  to  govern  us  in  deciding 
upon  the  several  and  respective  parts. of  this  very 
important  and  complex  measure.  I  can  truly  say 
that  this  is  a  painful  duty.  I  deeply  regret  the 
necessity,  which  is  likely  to  be  imposed  upon  me, 
of  giving  a  general  affirmative  or  negative  vote 
on  the  whole  of  the  bill.  I  capnot  but  think  this 
mode  of  proceeding  liable  to  great  objections.  It 
exposes  both  those  who  support,  and  those  who 
oppose,  the  measure,  to  very  unjust  and  injurious 
misapprehensions.  There  may  be  good,  reasons 
for  favoring  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
iind  equally  strong  reasons  •  for  .opposing  others ;. 
and  these  provisions  do  not  stand  to  each  other  in 
the  relation  of  principal  and  incident.  If  that 
were  the  ca^e,  those  who  are  in  favor  of  the  prin- 
cipal might  forego  their  opinions  upon  incidental 
and  subordinate  provisions.  But  the  bill  proposes 
enactments  entirely  distinct,  and*  different  from 
one  another  in  character  and  tendency.  Some  of 
its  clauses  are  intended  merely  for  revenue;  and, 
of  those  which  regard  the  protection  of  home 
manufactures,  one  part  stands  upon  very  different 
srounds  from  those  of  other  parts.  So  that  pro- 
bably everjr  gentleman  who  may  ultimately  sup- 
port the  bill,  will  vote  for  much  which  his  judg- 
ment does  not  approve;  and  those  who  oppose  it, 
witl  oppose  something  which  they  would  very 
gladly  support. 

Being  intrusted  with  the  interests  of  a- district 
highly  commercial,  and  deeply  interested  in  manu- 
factures also,  I  wish  to  state  mv  opinions  on  the 
present  tn^asnre;  not  as  on  a  wnole,  for  it  has  no. 
entire  and  homogeneous  character;  but  as  on  a 
*  collection  of  different  enactments,  some  of  which 
meet  my  approbation,  and  some  'of  which  do  not 

And  allow  me,  sir,  in  the  first  place,  to  state  my 
regret,  if,  indeed,  I  ought  not  to  express  a  warmer 
sentiment,  at  the  names,  or  designations,  which' 
Mr.  Spealcer  has  seen  fit  \o  adopt  for  the  purpose 
of  describing  the  advocates  and  thiK  opposers  of 
the  present  bill.  It  is  a  question,  he  says,  between 
ihe  friends  of  an  ''American  policy,^'  and  those  of 
a  ''foreign  policy."  This,  sir,  is  an  assumption 
which  I  take  the  liberty  most  directly  to  deny. 
Mr.  Speaker  certainly  intended  nothing  invidious 
or  derogatory  to  any  part  of  the  House  by  this 
mode  of  denominating  friends  and  enemies.  But ' 
there  is  power  in  names,  and  this  manner  of  dis- 
tinguishing those  who  favor  and  those  who  op- 
pose particular  measures,  may  lead  to  inferences 
to  which  no  member  of  the  House  can,  submit. 
It  may  imply]  that  there  is  a  more  'exclusive  and 
peculiar  regard  to  American  interetKs  in  one  class 
of  opinions  than  in  another.  Such  an  implica- 
tion is  to  be  resisted  and  repelled.  Every  mem- 
ber has  a  ri^ht  to  the  presumption  that  he  pursues 
what  he  believes  to  be  the  interest  of  his  country, 
with  as.  sincere  a  zeal  as  any  other  member.  I 
daim  this  in  my  own  case;  and,  while  I  shall  not, 


for  any  purpose  of  deseriptton,  or  convenient  ar- 
rangement, use  terms  which  may  imply  any  dis- 
respect to-  other  menV  opinions,  much  less  any 
imputations  of  other  men's  motives,  it  is  my  duty 
to  take  care  that  the  use  of  such  terms  by  others^ 
be  not,  against  the  wiU  of  those  who  adopt  them, 
made  to  produce  a  Ddse  impression.  •  Indeed,  sir, 
it  is  a  liltle  astonishing,  if  it  peemed  convenient  to 
Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  purposes  of  distinction,  to 
naake  use  of  the  terms  "American  policy,"  and 
"ibreij^nr  policy,"  that  he  should  not  have  applied 
them  in  a  manner  preeisely  the  reverse  of  that  in 
which  he  has  in  fact  used  th«m.    If  Jiames  are 
thought  Becessapy,*it  would  be  well  enough,  one 
would  think,  that  the  nftme  should  be,  in  some 
Dseasure,  de^riptive  of  the  thing ;  and  since  Mr. 
Speaker  denbm mates  the  policy  which  he  recom- 
mends "  a  new  policy  in  thib  country ;"  since  he 
spe&ks  of  the  present  measgre  as'a  new  era  in  oor 
legislation ;  since  he  professes  to  invite  us  to  de- 
part from  our  accustomed  coarse,  to  instruct  our- 
selves by  the  wiedom  of  others,  Bnd  to  adopt  the 
policy  of  the  most  distinguished  foreign  States, 
one  isli  little  curipus  to  know. with  what  propri- 
ety of  speech  this  iniitation  of  other  nations  is  de- 
nominated an  '"American  policy,"  while,  on  the 
contrary,  a  preference  for  our  own   established 
system,  as  it  now  actually  exists,  and  always  has 
existed,  is  called  a  ^'  foreign  policy."    This  f«?or- 
ite  American  poli<^  is  whajt  America  has  nerer 
tried ;  and  this  odious  foreign  policy  is  what,  as 
we  are  told,  'foreign  States  have  never  pursued. 
Sir,  that  is  the  truest  American  policy  which 
shall  most  usefully  employ  American  capital,  and 
American  labor,  and  best  sustain  the  whole  popn* 
iatioor    With  me  it  is  a  fundamental  -axiom,  it  i% 
interwoven  with  all  my  opinions,  that  the  great 
interests  of  the  cotintry  are  united  and  insepara- 
ble; that -agriculture,  oommerce,  and  mannfac- 
tures,  will  prosper  together,  ot  languish  together; 
and  that  ail  lejg^islation  is  dangerous  which  pro- 
-pbses  to  benefil  one  of  these  without  looking  to 
consequences  which  may  fail  on  the  others. 

Passing  from  this,  sir,  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
'Mr.  Speaker  began  his  able  and  impressire 
speech  at  the  proper  point  .of  inquiry ;'  I  mean  the 
present  state  and  condition  of  the  country;  al- 
though I  am  so  unfortunate,  or  rather,  although  I 
am  soxhappy,  as  to  diffei  from  him  very  widelf 
in  regard  to  that  condition.  I  dissent  entirelr 
from  the  justice  of  that  .picture  bf  distress  which 
he  has  drawn.  I  hav^e  not  seen'  the  reality,  and 
know  not  wh^re  it  exists.  Within  tny  ofcaer^a- 
tion  there  is  no  ctuse  for  so  gloomy  and  terri/y- 
ing  a  representation.  '  In.  respect  to  the  New  Eng* 
land  States,  with  the  condition  of  which  I  am,  of 
course,  mo&t  acquainted,  the  present  appears  to 
me  a  period  of  very  genei-al  prosperity.  Not,  in- 
deed, a  time  for  great  profits  and  sudden  acquis^- 
tioti ;  not  a  day  of  extraordinary  activity  and  suc- 
cessful speculation.  There  is,  no  doubt,  a  con* 
siderable  depression  of  prices,  and,  in  some  degres, 
a  stagnation  of  business.  But  the  case  presented 
by  Mr.  Speaker  was  jiot  one  of  depression,  but  of 
distress ;  of  universal,  pervading,  intense  distress, 
limited  to  no  class,  and  to  no  place.    We  Bre  re- 
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presented  as  on  the  very  verge  and  brink  of 'na- 
tional ruin.     So  far  from  acquiescing  in  these 
opinions,  I  believe  there  has  been  no  period  in 
which  the  general  prosperity  was  better  secured, 
or  rested  on  a  more  solid  foundation.    As  appli- 
cable to  the-  Eastern  States,  I  pot. this  remark  to 
theif  Representatives,  and  ask  them  if  it  is  not 
tme.     When  bas  there  been  a  time  in  which  the 
means  of  living  have  been  more  accessible  and 
more  abundant  ?  when '  la1x>r  was  rewarded,  I  do 
noV  say  with  a  larger,  but  with  a  more  certain 
aucoess  ?  Profits,  indeed,  are  lower ;  in  some  pur- 
suits of  life,  which  it  is  not  proposetl  to  benefit. 
but  to  burden,  by  this  bill,  very  low.    But  still  I 
am  nnaoquaiiUedwitb  any  proofs  of  extraor- 
dinary distress.    What,  indeed,  are  Ifae  general 
indications  of  the  state  of  the  country  ?    There  is 
no  famme  nor  pestilence  in  the  land,  nor  war^ 
not  desolation.    There  is  no  writhing  under  the 
barden  of  taxation.    T£ie  means  of  subsistence 
are  abundant ;  and  at  the  very  moment  when  the 
miserable  condition  of  the  country  is  asserted,  it 
is-admitted  that  the  wages  of  labor  are  high,  in 
comparison' with  those  of  any  other  'country.    A 
coantry,  then^  enjoying  a  profound  peace,  a  per- 
fect civil  liberty,  with* the  means  of  subsistence 
cheap  and  abundant,  with  the  reward  of.JabOr 
sm'e,  and  its  wages  higher  than  anywhere  else 4 ' 
cannot  be  represented  in  gloom,  melancholy^  and 
distress,  but  by  the  effort  of  extraordinary  powers 
of  tragedy. 

Kven  if,  in  judging  of  this  question,  we  were 
to  regard  only  those  proofs^  to  which  we  have 
been  referred,  we  shall  probably  come  to  a  conclu- 
sion sonnewhat  difierent  from  tnat  which  has  been 
drawn.  Our  exports,  for  example,  although  cer-' 
tainly  less  than  in  some  years,  were  not,  last  year, 
BO  much  below  an  average,  formed  upon  the  ex- 
ports of  a  series  of  years,  and  putting  those  ex- 
ports at  a  fixed  value,  as  might  be  supposed.  The 
ejcports  of  agricultural  products,  of  aQimaI&  if  the 
products  of  the  forest,  of  the  ftea,  togetiier  with 
gunpowder,  spirits,  and  sundry  unenumerated  ar- 
ticlesy  amounted,  in  the-  several  years,  to  the  fol- 
lowing sums,  viz-:      . 

In  1790  .  -  -  .  -  -  9^7,716,15? 
1804  -  -  .  -  '  -  /  -  33,842,316 
1807 38,465,854 

Copiing  up.  now,  to  our  own  times,  and  taking 
the  exports  ot  the  years  1821,  1822, 'ai^d  1823,  of 
the  same  articles  and  products,  at  the  same  prices, 
they  stand  thus: 

In  1821    -        .        .        -  '     •        .  ^5,643,175 
1822   ------    48,782,295 

1823 ,  -  ,     -        -   .    -        -        -    56,863,491 

Mr.  Speaker  has  taken  the  very  extraordinary 
year  of  1803,  and,  adding  fo  the  exportation  of 
that  year,  what  he  thinks  ought  to  have  been  a 
just  augmentation,  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
oor  population,  he  swells  the  result  to  a  magnitude, 
which,  when  compared  with  oor  actual  exports, 
would  exhibit  a  great  deficiency.  But  is  there 
any  justice  in  this  mode  of  calculation  1  In  the 
first  place,  as  before  observed,  the  year  1803  was 
a^year  of  extraordinary  exportation.    By  refer- 


ence to  the  accounts,  that  of  the  article  of  flour, 
for  example,  there  was  an  export  that  year  of 
1,300,000  barrels ;  but  the  very  next  year  it  fell 
to  800,000,  and  the  next  yei^r  to  700,000.    In  the 
next  place,  there  never  was  any  reason  to  expect 
that  the  increase  of  our  exports  of  agricultural 
products,  would  keep  pace  with  the  increase  of 
our  population.    That  would  be  against  all  expe-^ 
rience.    It  is,  indeed,  most  desirable,  that  there 
should  be  an  augmented  demand  for  the  products  or 
as^riculture ;  but,  nevertheless,  the  official  returns 
of  our  exports  do  not  show  that  absolute  want  or 
all  foreign  market,  which  has  been  so  strongly 
stated. 

But  there  are  other  means  by  which  to  judge 
of  the  general  condition  of  the  people.  The  quan- 
titv  of  the  means  of  subsistence  consumed,  or,  to 
make  use  of  a  phraseology  better  suited  to  the 
condition  of  our  own  people,  the  quantity  of  the 
comforts  of  life  enjoyed,  is  one  ot  thosa  means. 
It  so  happens,  indeed,  that  it  is  not  so  easy  in  this, 
countrjr,  as  elsewhere,  to  ascertain  facts,  of  this 
sort,  with  accuracy*  Where  most  of  the  articles 
of  subsistence  and  most  bf  the  comforts  of  life  are 
taxed,  there  is,  of  course,  great  facility  in  ascer- 
taining, frotn  official  statements,  the  amount  of 
consumption.  But  in  this  country,  most  fortu- 
nately, the  Government  neither  xnowsj  nor  is 
concerned  to  know,  the  annual  consumption ;  and 
estimates  can  onty  be  foriped  in  another  mode, 
and  in  reference  only  to  a  few  articles.  .  Of  these 
articles,  tea  is  one.  Its  use  is  not  quite  a  luxury, 
and  yet  is  Something  above  the* absolute  necessa- 
ries of  life.  Its  consumption,  therefore,  will  be 
diminished  in  times  of  adversity,  and  augmented 
in  times  of  prosperity.  By  deducting  the  annual 
export  from  the  annual  import,  and  taking  a  num- 
ber of  years  together,  we  may  arrive  at  a  probable 
estimate  of  consumption.  The  average  of  eleven 
years,  from  1790  to  1800,  inclusive,  will  be  found 
to  be  two  millions  and  a  half  of  pounds.  From 
1801*  to  1812,  inclusive,  three  millions  hevea  hun- 
dred thousand ;  and  the  average  of  the  last  three 
years,  to  wit,  1821,  1822,  and  1823,  five  millions 
and  a  half.  Having  made  a  just  allowance  for 
the  increase  of  our  numbers,  we  shall  still  findj  I 
think,  from  these  statements,  that  there  is  no  dis- 
tress which  has  limited  our  means  of  subsistence 
and  enjbyment. 

.  In  forming  an  opinion  of  the  degree  of  general 
prosperity,  we  may  regiird,  likewise,  the.progress 
of  internal  improvements,  the  investment  of  capi- 
tal in  roads,  bridges,  and  canals.  All  these  prove 
a  balance  of  income  over  expenditure;  they  are 
evidence  that  there  is  a  surplus  of  profits,  which 
the  present  generation  is  usefully  vesting  for  the 
benefit  of  the  next.  It  cannot  be  denied  that,  in 
this  particular^  the  progress  of  the  country  is 
steady  and  rapid. 

We  may  look,  too,  to  the  expenses  of  educli- 
<ion.  Are  our  colleges  deserted  ?  Do  fathers,find 
themselves  less  able  than  usual  to  educate  their 
children?  It  will  be  found,  I  imagine,  that  the 
amount  paid  for  the  purpose  of  education  is  con- 
stantly increasing,  and  that  the  schools  and  col- 
leges were  never  more  full  than  at  the  present 
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moment.  I  may  add  that  the  eadowment  of  puV 
lie  charities,  the  contributions  to  objects  of  gen- 
•eral  benevolence,  whether  foreign  or  domestic, 
the  munificence  of  individuals  towards  what  ever 
promises  to  benefit  the  community,  are  all  so  maay 
proofs  of  naUonal  prosperity.  And,  finally,  there 
IS  no  defalcation  ot  revenue,  no  pressure  oi  taxa- 
tion. 

.  The  general  result,  therefore,  of  a  fair  exami- 
nation of  the  present  condition  of  things,  seems  to 
me  to  be  that  there  is  a  Considerable  depiression  of 
prices  and  curtailment  of  profit;  and,  in  some^ 
parts  of  the  country,  it  must  be  admitted  there  is 
a  great  degree  of  pecuniary  embarrassment,  arising 
from  the  difficulty  of  paying  debts  which  were 
contracted  when  prices  were  high.  With  these 
qualifications,  the  general  state  of  tha  country 
may  be  said  to  be  prosperous ;  and  these  are  not 
sufficient  to  give  to  the  whole  face  af  afiairs  any 
appearance  of  eeneral  distress. ' 

Supposing  the  evil,  then,  to  be  a  depression  of 
prices,  and  a  partial  pecuniary  pressure,  the  next 
inquiry  is  into  the  causes  of  that  evil;  and  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  there  are  several;  and,  in  this 
respect,  I  think,  too  muc|^  has  been  jmputed,  by 
Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  single  cause  of  the  diminu- 
tion of  exports.  .Connected,  as  we  are,  with  all 
the  commercial  nations  of  the  world,  and  having 
observed  great  changes  to  take  place  elsewhere, 
we  should  consider  whether  the  causes  of  those 
changes  have  not  reached  us,  and  whether  we  are 
not  suffering  by  the  operation  of  those  causes,  in 
common  with  others.  Undoubtedly  there  nas 
been  ^  great  fall  in  the  price  of  all  commodities 
throughout  thet  commercial  world,  in  consequence 
of  the  restoration  of  a  state  of  peace,  lyhen  the 
allies  entered  France  in  1814,  prices  rose  aston- 
ishingly fast  and  very  high.  Colonial  produce, 
for  instance,  in  the  ports  of  this  country^ .as  Veil 
as  elsewhere,  sprung  up  suddenly  from  the  lowest 
to  the  highest  extreme.  A  new  and  vast  demand 
was  created  fbr  the  commodities  of  trade.  These 
were  the  natural  consequences  of  the  great  po- 
litical changes  which  then  took  place  in  Europe. 
We  are  to  consider,  .too,  that  our  own  war  crea- 
ted new  demand,  i^nd  that  a  Government  expen- 
diture of  25,000,000  or  30,000,000  a  year,  had  the 
usual  effect  of  enhapcing  prices.  We  a^Q  obliged 
to  add,  that  the  paper  issues  of  our  banks  carried 
the  same  effect  still  farther.  A  depreciated  cur- 
rency existed  in  a  great  part  of  the  country— de- 
preciated to  such  an  ^xtent  as  that,  at  one  tinvs, 
exchange  between  the  centre  and  the  north,  was 
as  high  as  20  per  cent.  The  Bank  of  the  United  i 
States  was  instituted  to  correct  this  evil ;  but,  for 
causes  which  it  is  not  necessary  now  to  enumer- 
ate, it  did  not,  for  some  years,  bring  back  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country  to  a  sound  state.  This  de- 
preciation of  the  circulatingcurrency  wasso  mUch, 
of  course,  added  to  the  nominal  prices  of  commo- 
dities, and  these  prices  thus  unnaturally  high» 
seemed,  to  those  who  looked  only  at  the  appear- 
ance, to  indicate  great  prosperity.  But  such  pros- 
perity is  more  specious  than  real.  It  would  have 
Deen  better  prooahly^  a;  the  shock  would  have 
J>een  less,  ix  prices  had  fallen  sooner.    At  length, 


however,  they  fell ;  and,  as  there  is  littl«  doobc 
that  certain  events  in  Europe  had  an  influence  ia 
determining  the  time  at  which  this  fall  should 
take  place,  I  will  advert  shortly  to  soma  of  tbe 
principal  of  those  events. 

In  May,  1819,  the  British  House  of  CoDUDona 
decided,  by  an  unanimous  vote,  that  the  resump- 
tion of  cash  payments  by  the  Bank  of  England 
should  not  be  deferred  beyond  tbe  ensuidjgf  Febru- 
ary. The  restriction  had  been  eontinued  from  time 
to.time^  and  from  year  to*.year,  Parliament  always 
professmg  to  look  to.,  the  restoration  of  a  specie 
currency,  whenever  it  should  be  fouad  practicaUe. 
Having  been  in  July,  1818,  continued  to  July,  1819|, 
it  was  understood  that,  in  the  interim,  the  important 
question  of  the  time  at  which  cash  payments  should 
be  resumed,  should  be  finally  Settled.    In  tbe  Latter 

Eart  of  tbe  year  '18,  the  circulation  of  the  bank 
ad  been  greatly  reduced,  and  a  severe  scarcity  of 
money  was  felt  inUhe  London  market.  Such  #a8 
the  state  of  jthings  in  England.  On  the  Contineal, 
other  important  events  toak  place.  The  Freueift 
Indemnity  Loan  had  be^n  negotiated  in  the  Sam- 
mer  of  1818,' and  the  proportion  of  it  belonging  to 
Austria,  Russia,  and  Pruasia,  liad  bean  sold.  ^hi» 
created  an  unusual  demand  for  gold  and  silver  in 
these  Eastern  States  of  Europe.  It  has  been  stated, 
that  the  amount  of  the  precious  metals  transmitted 
to  Austria  and>  Russia  ia  that  year,  was  al  least 
twenty  millions  sterling.  Other  large  sums  weie 
sent  to  Prussia  and  to  Denmark.  The  effect  of 
this  sudden  drain  of  specie,  felt  first  at  Paris,  was 
communicate4.to  Amsterdam  and  Hamburg,  and 
all  other  commercial  places  in  the  north  of  Europe. 
The  paper  system  of  Blngtatid  had  oei;taioiy 
communicated  an  artificial  value  to  pr<)perty.  It 
had  encouraged  speculation,  and  excited  overtra- 
ding. When  the  shock  therefore  came,  an4  this 
violent  pressure  for  money  acted  at  the  same  mo- 
ment on  the  Continent  and  in  England,  inflated 
and  unnatural  prices- qould  be  kept  op  no  longer. 
A  redoc.tion  tooK  place,  which  has  been  eatimated 
to  have  been:  ^t  least  equal  to  a  fall  of  301,  if  not 
40  per  cent.  The  depression  was  universal;  and 
the  change  was  felt,  in  the  United  States  severely, 
though  not  equally  so  in  every  'pai;t  of  them. 
There  are  those,.  I  am  aware,  who  maintain  that 
the  events  to  wnich  I  have  alluded  did  not  cause 
the  great  fall  of  prices ;  but  that  that  fhll  was  nat* 
ural  and  inevitable,  from  the  previously  existing 
state  of  things,  the  aoundance  of  commdoittes,  and 
the  want  of  demand.  But  that  would  only  prove 
that  the  effect  was  prqduced.in  another  wa^,  rather 
than  by  another  cause.  If  these  great  and  sud- 
den calls  for  money  did  not  reduce  prices,  but 
prices  fell,  as  of  themselves,  to  their  natural  state, 
still  the. result  is  the  same;  for  we  perceive  that 
after  these  new  calls  for  money,  prices  could  not 
be  kept  longer  at  their  unnatural  b«ight« 

About  the  time  of  .these  foreign  events,  our  own 
bank  system  underwent  a  change ;  and  all  litese 
causes,  in  n>y  view  of  the  subject,  concurred  to 
produce  the  great  shock  which  took  place  in  our 
commercial  cities,  and  through  many  parts  of  the 
country.  The  year  1819  was  a  vear  of  nume- 
rous failures,  and  very  considerable  distretSi  and 
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would  b«Ye  farnuhed  far  better  grouods  than  exist 
at  present,  for  that  ffloomy  representation  of  our 
eottdition  which  has  been  presented.    Mr.  Speaker 
has  alluded  to  the  strong  inclination  which  exists, 
or  has  existed,  in  various  parts  of  the  countr^r  to 
issoe  paper  money,  as  a  proof*  of  great  existing 
diffictuties.    I  rmrd  it  rather  as  a  very  prodnctire 
cause  of  those  dimeulties ;  and  the  Committee  will 
not  fail  to  observe,  that  thera  is,  at  this  moment, 
ranch  the  loudest  complaint  of  distress  precisely 
where  there  has  been  the  greatest  attempt  to  re- 
lieve it  by  systems  of  paper  credit.,  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  content,  prosperity,  and  happiness,  are 
most  observable  in  those  parts  of  the  d^oonttry^ 
where  there  has  been,  the  least  endeavor  to  ad- 
minister relief  by  law.    In  truth,  nothing  is  ho 
banefal,  so  ntterly  ruinous  to  all  true  industry,  as 
interfering  with  the  legal  value  of  money,  or  at^ 
tempting  to  raise  artificial  standards  to  supply  its 
place.    Such  remedies  suit  well  the  spirit  ot  ex- 
travagant speculation,  but  they  sap  the  very  found- 
ation of  all  honestacquisition.    By  weakening 4he 
security  of  propartj,  they  take  away  all  inotive 
for  exertioq.    Ttieir  effect  is  tp  transfer  property. 
Whenever  a  debt  is  allowed  to  be  paid  by  any 
thing  lest  valuable  than  the  legal  currency  in  re- 
spect to^wbich  it  was  contracted,  the*  dioerence, 
between  the  yaloa  of  the  paper  given  in  payment 
aod  the  legal  currency,  is  precisely  so  much  prop- 
erty taken  from  one  man  and  given  to  ftnather, 
by  legislative  enactment.    Whin  we  talk,  there* 
lore,  of  protecting  industry,  let.  us  remember  that 
the  first  measure  for  that  end,  is  to  secure  it  in  its 
earnings;  to  assure  it  that  it  shall  receive  its  own. 
Before  we  invent  new  Bkodes  of  raising  prices,  let 
us  take  care  that  existing  prices  are  not  rendered ' 
vhoUy  unavailable,  by  making  them  capable  of 
beiD^  paid  in  deprecrated  paper.   J  resard,  sir, 
this  issue  of  irredeemable  pap^r  as  the  mbst  prom- 
inent and  deplorable  cause  pf  whatever  pleasure 
still  exists  in  the  country:  and,  further,  i  would 
puttbeqaestion  to  the  membeirs  of  this  Committee, 
whether  it  is  not  ftqm  that  part  of  the  people  who 
have  tried  this  paper  s^rstem.  and  tried  it  to  their 
eost,  that  this  bill  receives  tne  most  earnest. sup- 
port ?    And  I  cannot  ibrbear  to  ask,  further,  whe- 
ther this  support  does  not  proceed  rather  from  a 
g^erai  feAio^  of  uneasiness -under  the  present 
condition  of  things,  jhan  from  the^lear  perception 
of  any  benefit  which  the  measure  itself  can  confer  t 
Is  sot  all  expectation  of  advantage  centered  'in  a 
sort  of  vague  hope,  that*  change  may  produce  re- 
lief?   Debt  certainly  presses  hardest,  where  priees 
have  been  lonccst  kept  up  by  artificial  means. 
They  find  the  shock  lightest,  who  take  it  soonest ; 
and  1  folly  beAiere  that,  if  those  parts  of  the  coun- 
try vhieh  now  sufier  most,  had  not  augmented  the 
force  of  the  blow  by  deferring  it,  they  would  have 
now  been  ia  a  much  better  condition  than  they 
are.    We  may  assure  ourselves,  once  for  all,  sir, 
that  there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  payment  of 
debts  by  legislation.    We  may  abolish  debts  in- 
deed ',  we  ouy  transfer  property,  by  visionary  and 
violent  Jaws.    But  we  deceive  both  ourselves  and 
our  constituents,- if  we  flatter,  either  ourselves  or 
them,  with  thehope  that  these  is  any  relief  against 


whatever  pressure  exists,  but  in  economy  and 
industry.  .The  depression  of  prices  and  the  stag- 
nation of  business,  ha^e  been  in  truth  the  neces- 
sary result  of*  circumstances.  No  Government 
could  prevent  them,  and  no  Government  can  al- 
together relieve  the  people  from  their  effect.  We 
had  enjoyed  a  day  of  extraordinary  prosperity  ^ 
we  had  been  neutral  while  the  world  was  at  war, 
and  had  found  a  great  demand  fof 'our  produdts, 
our  navigation,  "^nd  oUr  labor.  We  had  no  righl 
to  expect  that  that  state  of  things  would  continue 
always.  With  the  return  of  peace,  foreign  nations 
would  struggle  for  them^ves,  and  enter  into 
competition  JWith  us  in  the  great  objects  of  pursuit. 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  remedy  ibr  existing  evils  ? 
what  is  the  course  of  policy  suited  to  our  actual 
condition?  Certainly  it  is  not  our  wisdom  to 
adopt  any  system  that  may  be  offered  to  us  with- 
out examination,  and  in  the  blind  hope  that  what- 
ever dumffBS  our  condition  may  improve  i^  It  is 
better  that  we  should 

*'  Bear  those  ills  we  hsve,  * 
Than  fij  to  others  that  we  know  not  of." 

We  are  bound  to  Ree  that  there  is  a  fitness  and 
an  aptitude  in  Whatever  measufes  ipay  be  recom- 
mended to,  relieve  the  evils  that  afflict  us ;  and 
before  we  adppt  ai  system  that  prbfesses  to  make 
great  alterations,  it  is  our  duty  to  look  carefully 
to  efich  leading  interest  of  the  community,  and* 
see  ikow  it  may  probably  be  affected  by  our  pro- 
posed le^ristation. 

And,  m  the  first  place,  what  is  the  con^itibn  of 
our  commerc6?  Here  we  must  elearly  perceive 
that  it  is  not  enjoying  that  rich  harvest  "which 
fell  to  its  fortune  daring  the  continuance  of  the 
Burbpean  wars.  U  has  b^n  efeatly  depressed,  and 
limited  to  small  profits.  Still,  it  is  elastic  and  ac- 
tive, and  seems  .capable  of  recovering  itself  in  some 
measure  from  its  depression.  The  shipping  inter- 
est, Ulso,  has  suffered  severely,  still  more  severely, 
probably,  than  commerce.  If  anv  thing  shoulu 
strike  us  with  astonishment,  it  is  that  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  United  States  should  be  able  to'soetain 
itself. .  Withmit.any  Qovern'm#nt  prmection  what- 
ever, it  gote  abroad  to  challenge  competition  with 
the  whole  World ;  and,  in  spite  of  all  obstacles^  it 
has  yet  been  able  to  maintain  800,000  tons  in  the 
employibent  of  foreign  trade.  How,  sir,  do  the 
ship?owners  and  navigators  accomplish  this? 
How  is  jt  that  they  are  able  to  meet,  and  in  some 
ineasure  overcome,  ilniveYeaf  competition  1  *  Not, 
sir,  by  protection  and  bounties  j  but  by  unwearied 
exertion,  1>y  extreme  economy,  by  unshaken  per^ 
severitoce,  by  that  manly  and  resolute  spirit  which 
rfliea  on  itself  to  protect  itself.  These  causes 
alone  enable  American  ships  still  to  keep  their  ele- 
ment, and  show  the  flag  of  their  country  in  distant 
seas:  The  rates  of  insurapce  may  teach  us  how 
thoroughly  our  ships  are  built,  aifd  how  skilfully 
and  safely  they  are  navigated.  Risks  are  taken, 
as  I  learn,  from  the  United  States  to  Liverpool, 
at  one  per  cent.;  and  from  the  United  States  to 
Canton  and  back,  as  low  as  three  per  cent.  But 
when  we  look  to  the  low  rate  of  freight,  and  when 
we  consider,  also,  that  the  articles  entering  into 
the  composition  of  ya .  ship,  with  the  exception  of 
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wood,  are  dearer  here  than  in  other  countries,  we 
cannot  but  be  utterly  surprised  that  the  shipping 
interest  has  been  able  to  ^stain  itself  at  all.  I 
need  not  say  that  the  navigation  of  the  country  is 
essential  to  its  honor  and  its  defence,  yet,  in- 
stead of  proposing  benefit  for  it  in  this  hour  of  its 
depression,  we  propose  by  this  measure  to  lay  upon 
it  new  and  heavy  ourdens.  In  the  discussion,  the 
other  dny,  of  that  provision  of  the  bill  which  pro- 
poses to  tax  tallow  for  the  benefit  of  the  oil  mer- 
chants and  whalemen,'  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  eloquent  euloi^igms  upon  that  portion  oiT 
bur  shipping  employed  in  the  whale  fishery,  and 
strong  statements  oi  its  importance  to  the  public 
interest.  But  the  same  bill  proposes  a  severe  tax 
upon  that  interest  for  the  benefit  of  the  iron  man- 
ufacturer and  the  hemp  groweh  So  that  the 
tallow  chandlers  and  soap  boilers  are  sacrificed 
to  the  oil  merchants,  in  order  that  these  again 
may  contribute  to  the  manufacturers  of  iron  and 
the  growers  of  hemp. 

Ifsuch  be  the  state  of  our  commerce  and  navi- 
gation, what  is  the  condition  of  our  Jiome  manu- 
factures ?  How  are  they  amidst  the  general  de- 
pression? Do  thev  need  further  protection?  and 
if  any,  how  much  f  '  On  all  these  points,  we  have 
had  much  general  statement,  but  little  precise  in- 
formation. In  the  very  elaborate  speech  of  Mr. 
Speaker,  we  are  not  supplied  wiftv  satisfactory 
grounds  of  iudglng  in  these  various  particulars* 
Who  can  tell,  from  any  thins  yet  before  the  Com- 
mittee, whether  the  proposed  duty  be  too  high  or 
too  low  on  aa^  one  article  ?  .  G^entlemen  tell  us 
that  they  are  inr  favor  of  domestic  industry)  so 
am  I.  They  would  give  it  protection ;  so  would 
I.  But  then  all  domestic  industry  is  not  confined 
to  manufactui^.  The  employments  of  agricul" 
ture,  commerce,  and  navigation,  ar^  all  branches 
of  the  same  domestic  industr]^ ;  they  all  furnish 
employment  for  American  capital  and  American 
labor.  And  When  the  question  is,  whether  new 
duties  shall  be  laid,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  fur' 
ther  encouragement  to  particular  manufactures, 
every  reasonable  man  must  asl(  himself,  both, 
whether  the  proposed  new  encouragement  be  ne- 
cessary, and,  whether  it  can  be  given  without 
injustice  to  other  branches  of  industry.  '^ 

It  is  desirable  to  know,  also,  somewhat  more 
distinctly,  hotv  the  proposed  mean's  will  [h^oduce 
the  intended  effect.  One  great  object  proposed, 
for  example,  is,  the  increase  of  the  home  market 
for  the  consumption  of  agricultural  products.  This 
certainly  is  much  to  be  desired;  but  what  provi- 
^ons  or  the  bill  are  expected  wholly,  or  princi- 
.  pally,  to  produce  this,  is  not  stated.  I  would  not 
suggest  that  some  increase,  of  the  home  market 
may  not  follow  from  the  adoption  of  this  bill;  but 
all  its  provisions  have  not  an  equal  tendency  to 
produce  this  efiect.  Those  manufactures  whioh 
employ  most  labor,  create  of  course,  most  demand 
for  articles  of  consumption ;  and  those  create  least, 
in  the  production  of  which  capital  and  skill  enter 
as  the  chief  ingredients  of  cost.  I  cannot,  sir,  take, 
this  bill,  merely  because  a  committee  has  recom- 
mended it.  I  cannot  espouse  a  side  and  fight 
under  a  flag.    I  wholly  repel  the  idea,  that  we 


must  take  this  law,  or  pass  no  law.  on  the  subject. 
What  sl^ould  hinder  us  from  exercising  our  own. 
judgments  upon  these  provisions,  singly  and  sev* 
erafly  ?  Who  has  the  power  to  place  us,  or  why 
should  we  jilace  ourselves  in  a  condition  where 
wexannot  give  to  every  measure,  that  is  dietinct 
and  separate  in  itself,  a  separate  and  distinct  con- 
sideration? Sir,  I  pesume  no  member  of  the 
Committee  will  wilhnold  his  assent  from  what  he 
thinks  right,  until  others  will  yidd  their  assent  to 
what  they  think  wrong.  There  are  many  things 
in  this  bill  acceptable  probably  to  the  genenl 
sense  of  the  HouSie.  Why  should  not  these  pro- 
visions ^e  passed  into  a  law,  and  others  left  to  be 
decided  upon  their  own  merits,  as  a  majority  of 
the  House  shall  see  fit  ?  To  some  of  these  provi- 
sions I  am  myself  decidedly  favorable;  to- others 
I  have  great  objections ;  and  I  should  ha^e  beea 
very  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  giving  my  own 
vote  distinctly  on  propositions,  which  are,  in  their 
awn  nature^  essentiaUy  and  substantially  distinct 
from  one  another. 

But,  sir,  before  o^pressin^  my  pwn  opinion  vpoa 
the  several  provisions  of  this  bill,  I  will  advert  for 
a  mooient  to  some  other  general  topics.  We  have 
heard  much  of  the  policy  of  England,  and  her  ex- 
ample has  been  repeatedly  urged  upon  us,  as  prov- 
ingf  not  only  the  expediency  of  encouragement 
and  protectioD,  but  of  exclusion  and  direct  prohi- 
bition also.  I  took  occasion  the  other  day  to  re- 
mark, that  more  liberal  hotbns  were  growing 
prevalent  on  this  sujiject ;  that  the  policy  of  re* 
strain ts  and  prohibitions  was  getting  out  ot  repute^ 
as  the  true  nature  of  commerce  became  better  un- 
derstood ;  and  that,  amonff  public  men,  those  mo^ 
distinguished)  were  most  decided  in  their  reproba- 
tion of  the  broad  principle  of  exclusion  and  prohi- 
bition. Upon  the  truth  of  this  representation,  as 
matter  of  fact,  I  supposed  there  could  not  be  two 
opinions  among  those  who  bad  observed  the  pro- 
gross  of  political  sentiment  in  other  countiries,  and 
were  acquainted  with  its  present  state.  In  this 
respect,  however,  it  would  seem,  that  I  was  greatly 
mistaken:  We  have  heard  it  again  and  again  de- 
clared, that  the  English  Government  still  adheresL 
with  immovable  firmness,  xo  its  old  doctrines  of 
prohibition;  that  Although  journalists,  theorists, 
and.scientific  writers,  advance  other  doctrines,  yet 
the  practical  men,  the  legislators,  the  government  of 
the  country,  are  too  wise  to  follow -them.  It  has 
even  been  most  sagaciously  hinted,  that  the  pro- 
mulgation of  liberal  opinions  on  these  subjects,  is 
intended  only  for  a  delusion  upon  other  nations, 
to  cajole  them  into  the  folly  of  liberal  ideas,  while 
England  retains  to  herself  all  the  benefits  of  the 
admirable  old  system  of  prohibrtion.  We  have 
heard  from  Mr.  Speaker  a  warm  commendation 
of  the  complex  mechanism  of  this  system.  The 
British  Empire,  it  is  said,  is,  in  the  nrst  place,  to 
be  protected  against  the  rest  of  the  world ;  then 
the  British  isles  against  the  colonies;  next,  the 
isles  respectively  against  each  other — England 
herself,  as  the  heart  of  the  -empire,  being  protected 
most  of  all,  and  against  all. 

Truly,  sir,  it  appears  to  me,. that  Mr.  Speaker's 
imagination    has   seen  system,  and  order,  and 
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beautf  ,  in  that,  which  is  mach  more  jastly  con- 
sidered as  the  'result  of  ignorance,  ])artiality.  or 
Yiolence.  This  part  of 'fiUi^Ush  legislation  has 
resulted,  partly  from  considering  Ireland  as  a  con* 
quered  coantry,  partly  from  the  want  of  a  com- 
plete union,  even  with  Scotland,  and  partly  from 
the  narrow  views  of  colonial. rejjrulatien,  which  in' 
early  and  uninformed  period^,  mfluenced  the  Eu- 
ropean States. 

And,  sir,  I  imagine,  nothing  would  strike  the 
public  men  of  England  more.  sinf;ularly,  than  to 
find  gentlemen  cf  real  information,  and  much- 
weight,  in  the  councils  of  this  countryi  expressing 
sentiments  like  these,  in  regard'  to  the  existing 
state  of  these  English  laws.    I  have  never  said, 
indeed,  that  prohibitory  laws  did  not  exist  jn  Eng- 
land ;  we  all  know  they  do ;  but  the  question  », 
does  she  owe  her  prosperity  and  greatness  to  these 
laws?    I  venture  to  say,  that  such  is  not  the 
opinion  of  the  public  men  now  iQ  England,  a6d 
the  continuauce-of  the  laws,  even  without  any 
alteration,  Would  not  be  evidence  that  their  opinion 
is  different  from  what  I  have  represented  it  ^  be- 
cause the  laws  having  existed  loo^,  and. mat 
interests  having  beei^  built  up  on  the  iaith  of  them, 
they  cannot  now  be  repealed,  without  i^reat  and 
overwhelming  inconvenience.    Because  a  thing 
has  been  wrongly  done,  it  does  not  therefore  fol- 
low that  it  can  now  be  undone;  and  this  is  the 
reason,  as  I  understand  it,  upon  which  exclusion, 
prohibition,  and  monopoly,  are  suffered  to  remain 

in  any  degree  in  the  English  system ;  and  for  the  ,but  nndet  the  protection  of  a  prohibitory  daty,  that 

'"   '  .  L        .      manufacture  or  that  produce 'could  not  be  brought  to 

macket  but 'at  a  loss.  In  hii  opinion,  the  name  of 
strict  prohibition  might,  therefore,  in  commerce,  be  got 
rid  of  altogether ;  bat  he  did  not  see  the  same  objec* 
tion  to  protecting  duties,  which;  while  they  admitted  of 
the  introduction  of  commodities  iirom  abroad  similar  to 
those  which  we  ourselves  manufactured,  placed  them 


tries,  upon  a  su1>Ject  like  this;  but- an  occasional 
remark  made  by  me  the  other  dav,  having  been 
so  directly  controverted,  especially  by  Mr.  Speaker, 
in  his  observations  yestevdav,  I  must  take  occasion 
to  refer  to  some  proofs  of  wnat  I  have  stated. 

What,  then,  is  the  state  of  English  opinion  1 
Every  body  knows  that,  after  the  teriqination  of 
the  late  European  war,  there  came  a  time  of  great 
ptosufe  in  England.  Since  her  example  has  oeen 
quoted,  iet  it  be  asked  in  what  mode  her  GJorern- 
ment  sought  relief.  Did  it  aim  to  maintain  arti- 
ficial and  unnatural  prices?  .  Did  it  maintain  a 
swollen  and  extravagant  paper  circulation  7  Did 
it  carry  further  the  laws  of  prohibition  and  exclu^ 
non^ '  I)id  it  draw  closer  the  cords  of  colonial  re- 
straint? No,  sir,  but  precisely  the  reverse.  In- 
stead of  relying  on  legislative  contrivances  and 
artificial  devices,  it  trusted  to^  the  enterprise  and 
industry  qf  tbq  people  ;'which  it  sedulously  sought 
to  excite,  not  by  imposing  restraint,  but  by  remo- 
ving it,  wherever  its  removal  was  practicable.  In 
May,  1820,  ;he  attenti9n  of  the  Government  hav- 
ing b^en  much  turned  to  the  state  of  foreign  trade, 
a  distinguisbed  member  *  of  the  House  of  Peers 
brought  forward  a  parliamentary  motion  upon  that 
subject,  followed  by  an  ample  discussion,  and  a 
full  statement  of  his  own  opmions.  In  the  course 
of  his  rei^arks,  he  observed, 

"Thatihere  ought  to  be  no  prohibitory  duties^as 
such ;  for  that  it  was  evident,  that  where  a  manufac- 
ture could  not  be  carried  on,  or  a  production  raised, 


same,  reason,  it  win  oe  wise  in  us  to  take  our 
measures,  on  all  subjects  of  this  kind,  with  great 
caution.  Wemaynott>e  able,  but  at  the  hazard 
of  much  injury  to  individuals,  hereafter  to  retrace 
our  steps.  And  yet,  whatever,  is*  extravagfint,  dr. 
unreasonahle,  is  not  likely  to  endure.    There  'may 

^^^uT^''L'LT\n^l,^nT^'6«tit  'L™!'"  ""'k  »»  « !«-•'.  "  »  •«'"'  •  competiUon  between 
modenuon  be  shown  «f  •»«y'n?»n  duues,  there  „    .,      ^^^'  ,.  ^^  .^^^  ..  ^^  ^^^^  ,^„,  ^^ 

takiuff  them  oil.    it  may   ^, .  .  ,.  _^  .^ ,.  ' ^_'  ^  _u-»  .u-  « u e  ^ 


may  be  little  scfuple  in  taking  tnem  on.  it  may 
here  be  observed,  that  there  is  a  broad  and  jaarked 
distinction  between  entire  prohibition^  and  reason- 
able encouragement.  It  is  the  one  thing  by  duties 
or  taxes'on '  foreign  itrticles,  to  awaken  a  home 
competition  in  the  produVitiofi  of  the  same  articles ; 
it  is  another  thing  to  remove  all  competition  by  a 
total  exclusion  of  the  foreign  article;  and  it  is 
quite  another  thing  still,  by  total  prohibition,' to 
raise  at  home^  manufactiires  not  suited  to  the 
climate,  the  nature  of  th^  country,  or  the  state  of 
the  population.  These  are  substantitd  distinc- 
tions, and  although  it  may  not  be  easy,  in  every 
case,  to  determine  which  of  them  applies  to  a  given 
article,  yet,  the  distinctions  themselves  exist,  and 
in  most  cases,  will  be  sufficiently  xlear  to  indicate 
the  true  coarse  of  policy ;  and^  unless  I^  have 
greatly  mistaken  the  prevailing'  sentiment  m  the 
coancirs  of  England,  it  grows  every  day  more  and 
more  favorable  to  the  diminution  of  restrictions, 
and  to  the  wisdom  of  leaving  much  (I  do  not  say 
every  thing,  for  that  would  not  be  true)  to  the  en- 
terprise and  the  discretion  of  individuals.  I  should 
certainly  not  have  taken  i^p  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  state  at  any  length  the  opinions  of  other 


Governments,  or  of  the  public  men  of  other  cottn-  J     •  Lord  Lansdowne.        ,   t  XK>rd  Liverpool. 


this :  that  it  was  by  growip^  what  the  territory  of  a 
country  could  grdw  moat  cheaply,  and  by  receiving 
from  other  countries  what  it  could  hot  produce  except 
at  too  great  an  expense,  th&t  the  greatest  degree  of 
happiness  was  to  be  communicat^  to  the  greatest- 
extent  of  population," 

In  assenting  to  the  motion,  the  first  Minister f  of 
the  Crown  expressed  his.  Opinion  of  the  great  ad- 
vantage resulting  from  unrestricted  freedom  of 
trade. 

"  Of  the  spundness  of  that  general  principle,"  he  obr 
served,  **  I  can  entertain  no  doubt.  .  I  can  entertain  no 
doubt  of  what  would  have  been  the  grea^  advantages 
to  the  civilized  world,  if  the  system  of  unrestricted 
trade  had  been  acted  upon  by  every  nation,  from  the 
earliest  period  of  its  commercial  intercourse  with  its 
neighbors.  If  to  those  advantages  there  could  have 
been  any  exceptions,  I  am  persuaded  that  they  would 
have  been  but  few ;  and  I  am  also  persuaded  that  the 
cases  to  which  they  would  have  referred,  would  not 
have  been,  in  themselves,  connected  -with  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  England.  But  we  are  now  in  a  sit- 
uation in  which  I  will  not  say  that  a  reference  to  the 
principle  of  unrestricted  trade  cap  be  of  no  use,  be- 
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otDM  racli  a  relerence  msy  correct  •rroiMoas  reMoning ; 
but  in  which  it  v  impowiblc  for  vm,  or  for  any  coaatry 
in  tho  world,  but  the  Untied  States  of  America,  to  act 
unreaerredly  on  that  principle.  The  commercial  ngr 
ulationa  of  the  Earopeftn  world  have  been  long  estab- 
lished, and  cannot  soddenly  be  departed  from." 

Having  supposed  a  propoaition  to  be  made  to 
EDgland,  by  a  roreign  State,  for  free  commerce  and 
intercourse,  and  an  unrestricted  ezehange  of  agri- 
cultural products,  and  of  manufactures,  he  proems 
to  observe :  * 

**  It  would  be  impossible  io  accede  to  such  a  proposi- 
tion. We  have  rieen  to.  oar  present  greatness  uaJer  a 
different  system..  Some  suppose  that  we  have  men 
in  consequ^ce  of  ti»at  system ;  others  of  whom  I  am 
one»  believe  that  we  have  risen  in  spite  of  that  i^stem. 
But,  whichever  of  these  hypotheses  be  true,  certain  it 
is,  that  we  have  risen  under  a  very  dijflforent  system 
than  that  of  free  and  unrestricted  trade.  It  is  utterly 
impossible,  with  our  debt  and  taxation,  even  if  they 
were  but  half  tbeir  existing  amount,  thi^t  we  can  sud- 
denly adopt  the  system  of  free  trade." 

Lord  Ellen  borough,  in  the  same  debatey-said^ 

**  That  he  attributed  the  general  distress  thpn  exist* 
iog  in  Europe,  to  the  regulations  that  had  taken  place 
•ince  the  destrucUoki.  of  the  French  power.  Most  of 
the  States  op  the  Continent  had  irtirroanded  themselves 
as  with  walls  of  brass,  to  inhibit  intercourse  with  other 
States.  Intercourse  was  prohibited,  even  in  districts 
of  the  same  State,  as  was  the  case  in  Austria  and  Sar- 
dinia. Thus,'  though  the  taxes  on  the  people  had  been 
lightened,  the  severity  of  their  condition  had  been  in- 
creased. He  believed  that  the  discontent  which  per- 
vaded moet  parts  of  Europe,  and  especially  Germany, 
was  more  owing  to  commercial  restrictions,  than  to 
any  theoretical  doctrines  on  Government ;  and  that  a 
free  communication  among  them  would '  do  more  to 
restore  tfanquiility,  than  any  other  step  that  could  be 
adopted.  He  objected  to  all  attempts  to  frustrate  the 
benevolent  in  ten  tiotis  of  Providence,  which  had  given  to 
various  countries  various  wants,  in  order  to  bring  them 
together.  He  objected  to  it  as  antisocial ;  he  obj^ted  to 
it,  as  making  commerce  the  means  of  barbarising,  in* 
stead  of  enlightening  nations.  The  state  of  the  trade 
with  France  was  the  moet  disgraceful  to  both  countries ; 
the  two  greatest  civilized  nations  of  the  world,  placed 
at  a  distsnce  of  scarcely  twenty  mites  from  each  other, 
had  contrived,  by  their  artificial  regulations,  to  reduce. 
their  commerce  with  each  other  to  k  mere  naility.*' 

Every  member,  speaking  on  this  occasion,  a|[reed 
in  the  general  sentiments  favorable  to  unrestricted 
intercourse^  which  had  thus  been  advanced;  one 
of  them'  remarking,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  de- 
bate, that  '^the  principles  of  free  trade,  which  he 

<  was  happy  to  see  so  tuUy  recognised,  were  of  the 
'  utmost  consequence;  for,  though,  in  the  present 

*  circumstances  of  the  country,  a  free  trade  was 

*  unattainable,  jet  their  task  hereafter  was  fo  ap- 
^  proximate  to  it.  Considering  the  prejudices  and 
^  interests  which  were  opposed  to  the  recognilion 

<  of  that  principle,  it  was  no  small  indicatiop  of 

<  the  Ermness  and  liberality  of  Government,  to 
(  have  ap  fully  conceded  it." 

Sir,  we  have  seen,  in  the  course  «f  this  diacua- 
aion,  thiat  several  gentlemen  h&ve  expressed  their 
high  admiration  of  the  silk  manufacture  of  Eng- 
land.   Its  commendation  was  begun,  I  think,  by 


the  honorable  member  from  Vermont,  who  atts 
near  me,  wbq  thinks  that  that  alone  gives  conclu- 
sive evidence  of  the  benefits  produced  by  attention 
to  manufactures,  inasmuch  as  it' is  a  sreat  source 
of  wealth  to  the  natiqn,  and  has  ampT?' repaid  all 
the  costs  of  its-protection.  Mr.  Speacer's  appro- 
bation of  this  part  of  the  English  exangple,  was 
still  warmer.  Now,  sir,  it  does  so  happen,  that 
both  these  gentlemen  differ  very  widely  on  this 
point,  from  the  opinions  enteptained  in  England, 
Djr  persons  of  the  ficst  rank,  both  of  knowledge 
and  of  power.  In  the  debate  to  which  I  have  u- 
ready  referlred,  the  propose^  of  the  motion  urged 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  admission  of 
the  silks  of  France  into  England.' 

.  **  He*  was  aware,"  he  said,  **  that  there  was  a  poor 
and  industrious  body  of  manofaoturers,  whose  inter- 
ests must  suffer  by  such  an  arrangement ;  and  there- 
fore he  felt  that  it  would  be  the  duty  of  Parftam^t  to 
pfovide  tot  the  present  generation,  by  a  large  parlia- 
meataiy  grant.  It  was  conformable  to  every  principle 
of  sound  justice  to  do  so,  when  the  interests  of  a  p*r- 
tieuhir  class  weresacriiced  to  the  good  of  the  whole." 

In  answer  to  these  observations.  Lord  Liverpool 
said  that,  with  reference  to  several  branches  of 
manufactures,  time,  and  the .  change  of  circum- 
stances, had  rendered  the  system'  of  protecting 
duties  merely  nominal  y  and  that^  in  his. opinion, 
if  all  the  protecting  Is^s^which  regarded  both  the 
woollen  and  cotton  manufactures,  were  to  be  re- 
pealed, no  injurious  effects  would  thereby  be  oc- 
casioned. '         '  * 

.  "  But,"  he  observes,*'  with  respect  to  silk,  thatman- 
ufacture  in  this  kingdo^i  is'  so  completely  artificial, 
that  any  attempt  to  introduce  the  principles  of  free 
trsde  wi^  reference  to  it,  taight'put  an  end  to  it  alto- 
gether. .  I  alloiff  that  the  silkTmanufacture  is  not  na- 
tural to  this  country.  I  wish  we  had  nover  had  a  eOk 
manufactory.  •  I  allow  that  U  is  n'tftnral  to  Prance;  I 
allow,  that  it  might  have  been  better,  had  oadi  co«ui« 
tiy  adhered  exdnaively  to  that  manufhcture,  in  whioh 
each  is  superior ;  and  had  the  silks,  of  Prance  htmn  ex- 
changed for  British  cottons.  But  I  mnst  look'ai  things 
as  they  ate ;  and  when  I  consider  the  extent  of  cap- 
ital, and  the  immense,  population,  conaisting,  I  be- 
lieve,, of  about  60,000  persona  engaged  in  our  silk 
manufacture,  I  can  only  eay,  that  one  of  the  lew  points 
in  .which  I  totally  disagree  with  the  proposer  of  the 
motion,  is  the  expediency,  under  existing  circumstan- 
cas,  of  holding  out  any  idea*  that  it  would  be  poesible 
to  relinquish  the  silk  manufacture,  and  to  provide  for 
those  who  live  by  it,  by  parliamentary  enactment 
Whatever  objections  there  may  be  to  the  continuance 
of  the  protecting  system,  I  repeat,  that  it  is  irapoasi- 
ble  altogether  to  reiinquiah  it.  I  may  regret  .that  the 
system  was  ever  oon^Rrenced ;  but,  as  I  cannot  recall 
that  act,  I  must  submit  to  tho.inconvenieiico  by  whieh 
it  is  attended,  rather  than  expose  the  country  to  ev3s 
of  greater  magnitude.^ 

Let.it.be  remembered,  sir,  that  thesie  are  not  the 
sentiments  6i  a  theorist,  nor  the  fancies  of  speen- 
lation ;  but' the  operative  opinions  of  the  first  *  Min- 
ister of  England^  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the 
ablest  and  most  practical  statesmen  of  his  coun- 
try. Sir,  gentlemen  could  hiive  hardly  been  more 
unfortunate  than  in  the  selection  of  the  silk-  man- 
ufiacture,  in  England,  as  an  exao^le  of  the  bene- 
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ficial  eieets  of  Ihftt  mtem  which  they  would  re- 
commeod.    It  is,  ia  the  laaffaace  which  I  have 
quoted,  compitetetljr  artiieial.    It  has  been  sos- 
taitied  by  I  know  not  how  many  laws,  breaking 
ID  upon  the  plainest  princmies  of  general  expedi- 
ency. At  the  last  session  gf  Parliament,  ^e  man- 
alactttrers  petitioned  for  the  repeal  of  three  or  four 
of  these  statutes,  comftlaining  of  the  veiatious  vo- 
strictioas  which  thev  impose  on' the  wages  of  4a» 
bor ;  setting  forth,  that>  a  greaf  rariety  of  ofdetp 
has  from  time  to  time  been  issoed  by  magistrates 
under  the  Uttthority  of  these  laws,  interfering,  in 
an  oppressive  manner,  with  the  minutest  detaj]» 
of  the  manufacture ;  such  as  limiting  the  number 
of  threads  to  an  inch ;  restncttng  the  widths  of 
many  sorts,  qf  work ;  and  determining  the  qoan^ 
tity  of  lisbor  not  to  be  Exceeded  without  extra 
"vrages ;  that  bjr  the  operatioh  of  4tese  laws,  the 
rate  of  wa^es,.  mstead  4>f  being  left  to  the  recog- 
nised principles  of  regulation,  has  been  arhAtrariiy 
fixed  by  persons  whose  ignorance  renders  them 
incompetent  to  a  just  decuion;  that- masters  are 
compelled  by  law  to  pa^  an.  eqo^  pri^  for  all 
worK,.wheCher  well  or  ill  performed ;  and  that 
they  are  totally  prevented  the  use  of  improved 
machinery^  it  being  ordered,  that  work,  in  the 
-weavingorWhichlmachinery  is  empk)y^,  sbeiU  be 
paid  precisely  at  the  ssme  rate  as  it  done  hy  hand ; 
that  the^  acts  have  frequently  given  rise  to  the 
most  •  rexatious   regulations,    tl^   unintentional 
breach  of  which  has  subjected  manuiaeturers  to 
minohs  penalties ;  and  that,  the  introduction  of 
all  machinery  being  prevented,  by  which  labor 
might  b^  cheapened,  and  the  manuncturers  being 
compelled  to  pay  at  a  fixed  pricej  under  aU  cir- 
cumstan^es,  they  are  prevented  from  alSBirdingem- 
pioymeat  to  their  workmen,  in  times  of  stagna- 
tion of  trade,  but  are  compelled  to  stop  their 
looms.     And  finally,  they .  comi^in,  that,  not* 
withstanding  these  grievance  undte'which  they 
labor,  while  carrylnff  <on  their  manufactore  in 
Lioadott,  the  -law  still  prohibits,  them,  while  they 
continue  to  reside  theve,  from  employing  any  por* 
tion  of  their  capital  in  the  same  business  in  any 
other  part  of  the  kingdom,  where  it  might  be  more 
beneficialiy  condnct^*    Now,  sir,  absurd  as  these 
laws  must  appear  to  be  toevery  tnan,  the  attempt 
to  repeal  them  'did  no<,  as  far  as  I  recollect,  alto- 
gether eucceed.    The  weavers  were  loo  numerous, 
their  interests  too  great,  or  their  prejudices  too 
strong;  and  this  notable  i^stanee  of  protection 
and  monopoly  still  exists,  to  be  lamented  in  Eng- 
land, with  aa  much  sincerity  as  it  ateeins  to  be  ad- 
mired here.' 

In  order  further  to  sho^  the  prevailing  senti- 
ment of  the  Eogtish  Ckyvemmentj  I  would  refer 
to  a  report  of  a  select  comniittee.of  the  House  of 
Commons,  /at  the  beiUl  of  which  was  the  vice 

? resident  of  the  board  of  trade,  (Mr.  Wallace,)  in 
uly,  1820. 

"  The  tinM,'.'  say  that  committee,  **  when  monopo- 
lies cooid  be  raccesafully  supported,  or  Would  be  pa- 
tiently endured,  either  in  respect  to  subjects  against 
rabjects,  or  particular  countries  against  the  rest  of  the 
world,  seems  to  have  passed  away*  Commerce,  to 
eontinue  undisturbed,  and  secure,  must  be,  as  it  was 


intended  to  be,  a  SQuros  of  reciprocal  cmity  between 
nstidiis,  and  an  iaterchange  of  productions,  to  pro* 
mote  the  industry,  the  wei&th,  and^  the  happiness,  of 
mankind." 

In  moving  for  the  reappointment  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  February,  1823,  the  same  gentleman 
said:  - 

•  «  We  must  also  get  rid  qf  that  feeling  of  appropria- 
tion,  which  eihibited  itself  ia  a  disposition  to  produce 
every  thing  necessary  Ibr  our  own  consumption,  and 
to  render  ourselves  independent  of  the  world.  Np 
notion  could  be  more  absurd  or  misehievoas  ;<  it  M, 
even  in  pesos,  to  an  animosity  and  rancor,  greater 
than  ejcisted  inUmeof  war.  Uodoohtedly  there  would 
be  great  prsjndicef  to  oembe^  both  in  this  country  and 
elsewhere,  in  the  attempt  to  remove  the  difficulties 
which  are  most  obnozious.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
forget  the  attention  wbicb  was  in  soihe  respects  due 
to  the  present  system  of  protections ;  although  that 
attention  ought  certainly  not  to  be  carried  beyond  th^ 
absolute  necessity  of  the  case.*' 

And  in  a  second  report  of  the  eommittee,  drawn 
by  the  same  gentleman,  in  that  part  of  it  which 
proposes  a  diminution  of  duties  en  limbet  from 
the  north  of  Europe,  and  the  policy  of  giving  a 
legislative  preference  to  the  importation  of  such ' 
timber  in  the  log,  and  a  discouragement  of  the 
importation  of  deals,  it  is  stated  thfir  the  com- 
mittee feject  this  policy,  because,  among  other 
reasons,  ''  it  is  founded  op  a  principle  of  exclu<f 
'  sion,  which  they  are  most  •  averse  to  see  brought 
'  into  operation,  m  any  new  inttaneey  without,  the 
*  warrant  of  some  eviaent  and  great  political  ex-* 
'  pediency."  And  on  many  supequent  occasions^ 
the  same  gentleman  hi|s  taken  occasion  to  ob- 
serve^ that  he  differed  from  those  who  thought 
(hat  manufactures  could  not  flourish  without  re* 
strictions  on  trade ;  that  old  prejudices  of  that 
sort  were  dying* jiway,  and  that  more  liberal  and 
just  sentiments  were  taking  their  place.  T-hese 
sentiments  appear*  to  have  oeen  followed  by  im- 
portant legal  provisfons,  calculated  to  remove  re- 
strictions and  prohibitions,  yrhere  they  were  most 
severely  felt ;  that  is  to  say,  in  several  branches  of 
navigation  and  trade. 

They  Mve  relaxed  their  colonial  system,  they 
have  opened  the  ports  of  their  islands,  and  have 
done  awav  the  restriction  which  limited  the  trade 
of  the  colony  to  the  mother  country.  Colonial 
products  can  now  be  carried 'directly,  from  the 
islands  to  any  part  of  Europe ;  and  it  may  not  be 
improbable,  considering  ovirowp  high  duties  on 
spirits,  that  that  article  may  be.  exchanged  here*, 
after  by  the  English  West  India  colonies,  directly, 
for  the  timber  and  deals  of  the  Baltic. 

It  may  be  added,  that  Mr.  I^owe,  whom  the 
gentleman  has  cited,  says  that  nobody  supposes 
that  the  three  great  staples  of  Engli^  manufac- 
tures; cotton,' woollen,  and  hardwalre,  are  benefit- 
ed by  any  existing  protecting  duties ;  and  that 
one  object  of  all  these  protecting  laws  is  usually 
overlooked,  and  that  is,  that  they  have  been  in- 
tended to  reconcile  Che  various  interests  to  taxa- 
tion :  the  com  law,  for  example,  bein^  designed 
as  some  equivalent  to  the  agricultural  interest  for 
the  burden  of  tithes  and  of  poor  rates. 
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lo  &ne,  sir,  I  think  it  is  clear  tlimt,  if  we  now 
embrace  the  system  of  prohibitions  and  restric- 
tions, we  shall  show  an  affection  for  what  others , 
have  discarded,  and  be  attempting  to  ornament 
ourselves  with  cast-off  apparel. 

Sir,  I  should  not  have  gone  into*  this  prolix  de- 
tail of  opinions  from  any  consideration  of  their 
special  importance  on  the  present  occasion  ;  but. 
having  hajppened  to  state  that  such  was  the  actual 
opinion  or  the  Government  of  Eojpfland  at  the 
present  time,  and  the  accuracy  of  this  representar 
tion  having  been  so  confidently  denied,  I  have 
chosen  to  put  the  matter  beyond  doubt  or  cavil, 
although  at  the  expense  of  these  tedious  citations. 
I^hall  have  occasion,  hereafter,  of  referring  more 
particularly  to  sundry  recent  'British  enactments, 
oy  way  of  showing  the  diligence  and  spirit  with 
which  (hat  Government  strives  to  sustain  its  nav- 
igating interest,  by  opening  the  widest  possible 
range  to  the  enterprise  of  individual  adventurers. 
I  repeat,  that  I  have,  not  alluded  to  these  exam- 
ples of  a  foreign  State  as  being  fit  to  control  o<ir 
own  policy.  In  the  general  principle,  I  acqui- 
esce. Protection,  when  carried  to  the  point  which 
is  now  recommended }  that  i^  to  entire  prohibi- 
tion, seems  to  me^  destructive  of  alt  commercial 
intercourse  between  nations.  We  are  urged  to 
adopt  the  system  upon  general  principles ;  and 
what  would  be  the  consequence  of  thq  universal 
application  of  such  a  general  principle',  but  that 
nations  would  abstain  entirely  from  all  intercourse 
with  one  another  ?  I  do  not  admit  the  general 
principle;  on  the  conti^arj,  I  think  freedom  of 
trade  to  be  the  general  principle,  and  restriction 
the  exception.  And  it  is  for  every  State,  taking 
into  view  its  own  condition,  to  judge  of  the  pro- 
priety, in  any  case,  of  making  an  exception,  con- 
stantly preferring,  as  I  think  all  wiseGovernixients 
will,  not  to  depart  without  urgent  reason  from  the 
general  rale. 

There  is  another  point  in  the  existing  policy  of 
England,  to  which  1  Would  most  earnestly  invite 
the  attention  of  the  Committee;  I  mean  the  ware- 
house system,  or  what  we  usually  call  the  system 
of  drawback.  Very  great  prejudices  appear  to 
me  to  exist  with  us  on  that  subject.  We  seem 
averse  to  the  extension  of  the  principle.  .  The 
English  Government,  on  the  contrary,  appear  to 
have  carried  it  to  the  extreme  of  liberality.  They 
have  arrived,  however,  at  their  present  opinions, 
and  prttent  practice,  J)y  slow  degrees..  .Tho tran- 
sit system  was  commenced  about  the  year.  1903, 
but  the  first  law  was  partial  and  limited.  It  ad- 
mitted the  importation  of  raw  materials  for  ex- 
portation, but  it  excluded  aln^ost  every  sort  of 
manufactured  goods.  This  was  done  for  the 
same  reason  that  we  propose  to  prevent  the  transit 
of  Canadian  wheat  through  the  United  States-- 
the  fear  of  aiding  the  competition  of  the  foreign 
article  with  our  own,  in  foreign  markets.  Better 
reflection^  or  more  experience^  has  induced- them 
to  abandon  that  mode  of  reasoning,  aj^d  to  con- 
sider all  such  means  of  influencing  foreign  markets 
as  nugatory;  since,  in  the  present  active  and  en- 
lightened state  of  the  world,  nations  will  supply 
themselves  from  the  best  sources,  and  the  true 


poliey  of  all  producers,  whether  of  raw  materials, 
or  of  manufactured  articles,  is,  not  vainly  to  en- 
deavor to  keep  other  venders  oat  of  the  market, 
but  to  conquer  them  in  it,  by  the  quality  and  the 
cheapness  Of  their  articles.  The  present  policy  of 
England,  therefore,  is,  to  allure  the  importation 
of  commodities  into  England,  there  to  be  deposit- 
ed in  English  warehouses,  thence  to  be  exported  in 
assorted  qareoes,  and  thus  enabling  her  to  -carry 
on  a  general  export  trade  to  all  quarters  of  the 
globe.  Articles  of  all  kinds,  with  the  single  ex- 
ception of  tea,  may  be  brought  into  England, 
from  any  part  of  the  world,  in  foreign  as  well  as 
British  ships,  th^e  warehoused,  and  aeain  ex- 
ported, at  the  pleasure  of  the  owner,  without  the 
payment,  of'  any  duty,  or  Government  charge 
whatever. 

While  I  am  npoh  this  sul^ect,  I  would  take 
notice  also  of  the  recent  proposition  in  the  English 
Parliamei^t  to  abolish  the  tax  on  imported' wool ; 
and  it  is  observable,  that  those  .who  support  this 
proposition  ^ve  ^ke  aame  reasons  as  have  V^cii 
offered  here,  widiia  the  last  week,  against  the  duty 
which  we  propose  on  the  same  article.  They 
say,  that  their  n&anufacturers  require'a  cheap  and 
coarse  wool,  for  the  supply  of  'the  Meditecrahean 
and  Levant  trade,  and  that,  without.a  more  free 
admission  of  the  wool  of  tb6  Continent,  that  trade 
will  all  fall  into  the  bands  qf-  the  Germans  and 
Italians,  who  will  carry  it  on  through  Leghorn 
and  Trieste.  While  there  is  this  duty  on  foreign 
wool  to  protect  the  wool  grqwers  of  England, 
there  is  on  the  other  nand  a  .prohibition  on  the 
exportation  of  the  native  article,  in  aid  of  the 
manufacturers.  The  opinion  seems  to  be  gaining 
strength,  that  the  true  policy  is  to  abolish  both. 

Laws  have  lonff  existed  in  England,  preventing 
the  emigration  of  artisans,  and  the  exportation  of 
machinery;  but  the  policy  of  these,  also,  has  be- 
come doubted,  and  an  inquiry  has  been  institnted 
in  Parliament  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
them.  As  to  the  emigration  of  artisans,  say[  tbo« 
who  disapprove  the  laws,  if  that  were  desirable, 
no  law  could  effect  it ;  and  as  to  the  exportation 
of  machinery,  let  os  fabricate  and  export  it,  as  we 
would  any  other  commodity.  If  Fraiice  is  de- 
termined to  spin  and  weave  her  own  cotton,  let 
us,  if  we  may,  still  have  the.  benefit  of  furnishing 
the  machinery. 

I  have  stated  these  things;  sir,  to  show  what 
seems  to  be  the  general  tone  of  thinking  and 
reasoning  on  these  subjects  in  t|iat  country,  the 
example  of  which  has  i>een  so  much  pressed  upon 
us.  Whether  the  present  policy  of  England  be 
rijjrht  or  wrong,  wise  or  unwise,  it  cannot,  as  it 
seems  clearly  to  me,  be  quoted  as  an  authority  for 
carrying  further  the  restrictive  and  exclusive  sys- 
tem, either  in  regard  to  manufactures  or  trade. 
To  re-establish  a  sound  currency^  lo  meet  at  once 
the  shock,  tremendous  as  it  was,  of  the  fall  of 
prices,  to  enlarge  her  capacfty  for  foreign  trade, 
to  open  wide  the  field  of  individual  enterprise  and 
competition,  and  to  say,  plainly  and  distinctly, 
that  the  country  must  relieve  itself  from  the  em- 
barrassments which  it  felt,  by  economy,  frugality, 
and  renewed  efforts  of  enterprise ;  these  appear  to 
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be  th«  general  oatline  of  the  policy  which  Eng- 
land has  pursued. 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  will  say  a  few  words  upon  a 
topic,  bfiC,  for  the  introductioi^  of  which  into  this 
debate,  1  should  not  have  given  the  Committeei 
on  this  occasion,  the  trouble  of  hearing  me.   Some 
days  ago,  I  believe  it  was  when  we  were  settling 
the  controversy  between  the  oil  merchants  and  the 
tallow  chandlers,  the  Balance  of  Trade  made  its 
appearance- in  debate,  aUd  I  must  confess,  sir,  that 
I  spoke  of  it,  or  rather,  spoke  to  it.  somewhat  free- 
ly and  irreverently.    I  believe  1  used  the  hard 
names  which  have  b^n  imputed  to  me;  and  I 
did  it  simply  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  spectre, 
and  driyiog  it,  back  to  'tis  tomb.  .  Uertainiy,  sir, 
when  1  called  the  old  notion  on  this  subject  non- 
sense, 1  did  not  suppose  that- 1  shotild,  offend  any 
one,  unless  the  dead  should  happen  to  hear  me. 
All  the  living  generation,  I  took  it.  for  granted} 
would  think  the  term  very  properly  applied^    In 
this,,  however,  I  was  mistaken.^  The  dead  and 
the  living  rise  up  together  to  call  me  to  account, 
and  I  must  defend  myself  as  well  asl  am  able. 

Let  ills  inquire,  then,  sir,  what  is  meant  by  an 
unfavorahle  balance  ot  trade,  and  what  the  argu- 
ment is.  drawn  from  that  source.    By  an  unfavOtr 
able  balance  of  trade,  I  understand,  is  meant  that 
state  of  things  in  which  importation  exceeds 'ex- 
portation.   To  apply  it  to  our  own  case,  if  the> 
value  of  goods  imported,  exceed  the  valde  df  those 
exported,  then  the  balanoe  of  trade  is  said  toVbe 
again&t  us,  inasmuch  as  we  have  run  in  debt  to 
the  amount  of  this  difference.    Therefore,  it  is 
said  ,that,  if  a  nation  continiie  long  in  a  com- 
merce like  this,  it  must  be  rendered  absolutely 
bankrupL    It  is  iti  the  condition  of  a*  man  that 
buys  more  than  he  sells;  and  how  can  .such  a 
traffic*  be  maintained  without  rCiinI    Now,  sir, 
the  whole  fallacy  of  this  argument  consists  in 
supposing  that,  whenever  the  value  of  imports  ex- 
ceeds that  of  exports,  a^debt  i^  necessarily  created' 
to  the  extent  of  the  difference :  whereas,  ordinari- 
ly, the  import  is  no  more  than  the  result  of  the 
export,  augmented  in  yalue  by  the  labor  of  trans- 
portation.   iThe  excess  of  imports  over  exports,  in 
truth,  usually  shows  the  gains,  npt  the  losses,  of 
trade;  or,  in  a  country  that  not' only  buys  and 
selb  goods',  but  em  ploys,  ships  in  carrying  goods 
also,  it  shows  the  profits  of  commerce,  Itnd  the 
earnings  of  navigation.    Nothing  is  more  certain 
than  t^t,  in  the  usual  course  of  things,  and  taking 
a  series  of  years  together,  the  value  of  our  imports 
is  the  aggregate  oi  our  exports  and  our  freights. 
If  the  value  of  commodities,  imported  in  a  given 
case,  did  not  exceed  the'  value  of  the  outward 
cargo,  with  which  they  were  purchased,  then  it 
would  be  clear  to  every  man's  common  sense, 
that  the  voyage  had  not  been  profitable.    If  such 
commodities  Tell  lar  short  in  'value  of  the  cost  of 
the  outward  cargo,  then  the  w>yage  would  be  a 
rerj  losing  one;  and  yet  it  would  present  exactly 
that  state  of  things  which,  according  to  the  no- 
tion of  a  balance  of  trade,  can  alone  indicate  a 
prosperous  commerce.    On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
return  cargo  were  found  to  be  worth  much  more 
than  the  outward  cargOi  while  the  merchant| 
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having  paid  for  the  goods  exported,  and  all  the 
expenses  -of  the  voyage,  finds  a  handsome  sum  yet 
in  his  hands,  which  he  calls  *  profits,  the  balance 
of  trade  is  still  against  him,  and  whatever  he  mav 
think  of  it,  he  is>in  a  Very  bad  wajr.  .  Althougn 
one  individual,  or  all  individuals  gam,  the  nation 
loses;  while  all  its  oitizens  grow  rich,- the  coun- 
try grows  poor.  This  is  the  doctrine  of  the  bal- 
ance of  trade.  Allow  me,  sir,  to  give  an  instance 
tending  to- show  how  unaccountably  individuals 
deceive  themselves,  and  imagine  themselves  to  be 
somewhat  ftrpidiy  mending  their  condition,  while 
they  ought  ta'be  foersuaded  that/bv  that  infallible 
standard,  the  balance  of  trade,  tney  are  on  the 
high  ro^d  to  ruin.  Some  years  ago,  in  better 
times  than  the  present,  a  slnp  left  one  of  the 
towns  of  New  England  with  seventy  thousand 
specie  dollars.  She  proceeded  to  Mocha,  on  the 
Red  Sea,  aqd  there-  laid  out  these  dollars  in 
coffee^  druffs,  spices,  6lc.  «With  this  new  cargo 
she  proceeded  to  Europe  $  two-thirds  of  it  were 
sold  in  Holland  for  $130,000,  which*  the  ship 
brought  back  and  placed  in  the  same  bank  from 
the  vaults  of  whiok  arhe  had  taken  her  original 
outfit.  The  other  third-  was  sent  to  the  ports  of 
the  Mediterranean,  and  pi*odoced  a  return  of  $25,- 
000  in  specie,  and  $15,000  in  Italian  merchandise. 
These  sums  together  make  $170,000  imported. 
Which  is  $100^000' more' than  was  exported,  and. 
is^  therefore,  proof  of  an  unfavorable  balance  of 
trade,  to  .that  amount,  in  this'  adventure.  We 
should  find  no  great  difficulty,  sir,  in  paying  off 
ourbalances  if  tnis  were  the  nature  of  them  all. 

The  truth  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  all  these  ob- 
solete and  exploded  notions  had  their  origin  in 
very  mistaken  ideas  of  the  true  nature  oi  com- 
taeroe.  Commerce  is  not  a  gambling  among  na^ . 
tions  fer  a  stake,  to  be  won  by  some  and  lost  by 
others.  It^  has  pot  the.  tendency  necessarily  to 
impoverish  one  of  the  parties  to  it,  lyhile  it  en^ 
richef  the  other ;  all  parties  gain,  all  parties  make 
profits,  all  parties  grow  rich,  by  the  opet'ations  of 
just  and  liberal  commerce.  If  the  world  had  but 
one  clim^,  aoud  but  one  soil ;  if  all  men  had  the 
same  wants  and  the  same  means,  on  the  spo^  of 
their  existence,  to  gratify  those  wants;  then,  in* 
deed^  what  one  obtained  from  the  other  by  ex- 
change, would  injure  one  party  in  the  same  de- 
gree that  it  benefited  the  other;  then,  indeed, 
there  would  be  some  foundatioi^  for  the  balance 
of  trade.  But  Providence  has  disposed  our  lot 
much  more  kindly.  We.  inhabit  a  various  earth. 
We  have  reciprocal  wants,  and  reciprocal  means 
for  gratifying  one  another's  wants.  This  is  the 
true  origin  jot  commerce^  which  is  nothing  more 
than  an  exchange  of  equivalents,  and  from  the 
rutie  barter,  of  its  primitive  state,  to  the  refined 
and  complex  state  in  which  we  see  it,  its  principle 
is  uniformly  the  same ;  its  only  object  being,  in 
every  stage,  to  produce  that  exchange  of  com- 
modities between  individuals  and.  between  na- 
tions, which  shall  conduce  to  the  advantage  and 
to  the  happiness  of  both.  Commerce  between  na- 
tions has  the  same  essential  character  as  com- 
merce between  individuals,  or  between  parts  of 
the  same  nation.    Cannot  two  individuals  make 
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an  interchange  of  commodities  which  shall  proTC 
beneficial  to  both,  or  in  which  the  balance  of 
trade  shall  be'in  favor  Of  both?  If  not,  the  tailor 
>and  the  shoeitaaker,  the  farmer  and  the  smith, 
have  hitherto  very  much  misunderstood  their  own 
interest.  And  with  regard  to  the  internal  trade 
of  a  country,  in  which  the  same  rule  woald  ap- 
ply as  between  nations,  do  we  ever  speak  of  such 
an  intercourse  being  prejudicial  to  one  side  be- 
cause it  is  useful  to  the.other?  Do  we  ever  hear 
that,  because  the  intercourse  between  -New  York 
and  Albany  is  advantageous  to  one  of  those 
places,  it  mast,  therefore,  be  jruinoui^  to  the  other.? 
'  May  I  be  allowed,  sir,  to  iread  a  passaee  on  this 
subject  frpm  the  observations. of  a  gentlemani  in 
my  opinion  one  of  the  most  clear  and  aensiUe 
writera  and  speakers  of  the  age  upon^subjeets  of 
this  sort  :* 

**  There  h  no  political  ^estion  on  ii;hich  the  pravi- 
leoce  of  faiss  principlef  is  to  general,  as  in  what  re- 
lates ta-the  nature  of  commerce  and  to  the  pretended 
balance  of*  trade ;  and  there  are  few  vhioh  have  led 
to  a  greater  number  of  practical  mistakes/  attended 
with  conseqiiences  extensively  prejudicial  to  the  hap- 
piness of  mankind.  In  this  country,  our  parliament- 
ary proceedings,  oar  public  documents,  and  the  works 
of  several  able  and  popular  writers,  have  combined  to 
propagate  the .  impression  that  we  are  indebted  for 
mach  9f  our  riches  to  what  is  called  the  balance  of 
trade."  **  Our  true  policy  would  surely  be  to  profipss, 
as  the  object  and  guide  of  out  commercial  system,  that 
which  every  man  who  has  stadied  the  subject  Must  know 
to  be  the  true  principle  of  commerce,  the  interchange  of 
reciprocal  and  equivalent  benefit  'We  may  rmt  as- 
sured that  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  oommeree  to  enrich 
one  party  at  the  expense  of  the  other.  This  is  a  pur- 
pose at  which,  if  it  were  practicable^  we  oaght  not  to 
aim ;  and  which,  if  we  aimed  at,  we  comld  not  aecom-^ 
plieh."    . 

These  remarks,  I  believe^  sir,  were  written  some 
ten  or  twelve  years  ago.  They  are  in  perfect  ac- 
cordance with  the  opinions  advancea  in  more 
elaborate  treatises,  and  now  that  the  woridhas  re- 
turned to  a  state  of  peace,  and  commerce  has  re- 
sumed its  natural  channels,  and  different  nations 
are  enjoying,  or  seeking  to  enjoy,  their  respective 
portions  of  it,  all  see  the  justness  of  these  ideas ; 
all  see,  that,  in  this  day  cf  knowledge  and* of 
peace,  there  can  be  no  commerce  betweeii  nations 
Dot  that  which  shall  bei^fit  all  who'  are  parties 
to  it.  I     • 

If  It  weref  necessary,  Mr.  Chairman^  I  might 
ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee  xo  recur  to  a 
document- before  us,  on  this  subject,  of  the  balance 
of  trade.  It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  ac- 
counts, that,  in  the  course  of  tha  last  year,  our 
total  export  to  Holland  eZ0eeded>t#o  millions  and 
a  half  J  our  total  import  from  the  same  country 
was  but  ^00.000.  Now  can  any  man  be  wild 
enough  to  make  any  inference  from  this  of  the 
gain  or  loss  of  our  trade  with  Holland  for  that 
year?  Our  trade  with  Russia  for  the  same  year 
produced  aiNilance  the  other  way ;  our  import  be- 
mg  two  millions,  and  our  export  being  but  half  a 
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million*  ,  B«t  this  has  no  more  tendeocy  to  show 
the  Russian  trade  a  losing  trade,  than  the  other 
statement  has  to  "^bow  that  ttie  Datch  trade  has 
been  a  gainful  one,  Neither  of  them,  by  itself, 
proves  any  thing. 

Springing  out  nff  this  notion  of  a  balance  of 
trade,  there  nas  been  another  idea,  which  has  been 
much  dwek  npoa  kk  the  course  of  this  debate; 
that  is,  that  we  ought  not  to  buy  of  natioas  whs 
doAot  bjiy  of  lis ;  for  example,  that  the  Rosuta 
trade  is  a  trade  disadvantageous  .to  the  coaatry, 
and  ought  to  be  discoura|^ed,  because,  in  the  porti 
of  Russia,  we  buy  more  than  we  aell.    Now  allow 
melo  observe,  ia  the  first  place,' air,  that  we  hare 
no  account  showing  bow  much  we  do  sell  ia  tbe 
ports  of  Russia.    Our  officiatl  returns  show  « 
only  what  ia  the  amount  of  4>af  direct  ei^its  to 
her  ports.    But  then  we  all  know  that  the.  pro- 
ceeds of  other  of  our  exporlft  go  to  the  same  ma^ 
ket,  though  indirectly.    Wo  send  our  own  pio- 
ddct?,  for  examide,  to  Cuba,  or  to  Brazil;  we 
there  ^change  them  for  tbe  sugar  and  the  coffee 
of  those  countries,  and  -these  articles  we  carry  to 
Si.  Petfeursburg.  and  there  sell  them.'   Again;  our 
exports  to  Holland  and  Hambaijg  are  connected 
directly  or  indirectly  with  our  imports  from  Ri»- 
sia.    What  diffisrence  doei^it  make,  in  seoeeor 
reasolQ,  whether  a  cargo  of  iron  be  bought  at  St. 
Petersburg  bv  the  exchaoge  of  a  cargo  of  tofaateo^ 
or  whether  tne  tobacco  has  been  sold  on  the  way, 
in  a  better  market,  in  a  port  of  Holland,  the  menejr 
remitted  to  England,  and  tbe  iron  paid  for  by  a 
bill  on  London  f    There  might  indeed  have  been 
an  augmented  freight,  there  might,  have  been 
some  saving  of  commissions,  if  tobacco  had  been 
ii^  bride  demand  in  the  Russian  market.   Bat 
still  there  4s  nothioff  to  show  that  the  whole  roy- 
age  may  not  have  been  highly  profitable.   Tbat 
depends  upon  the  joriginal  cost  of  the  article  bere, 
the  amount  of  freight  and  is sarance  to  Holland, 
the  ]»riee  obtaineid 'there,  the  rate  of  exchange  be- 
tween Holland  and- England;  ehe  expense, tbea, 
of  proceeding  to  St.  PAemburg,  the  price  o(  km 
there,  .the  rate  of  Exchange  Mtween  that  place 
and  England,- the  amonnt  of  freight  and  iasoraoce 
home,  and,  finally,  the  value  of  the  iron,  wben 
brought  -to  our  own  market.    7 hese  are  the  cal- 
culations wbich  de|ermfne  the  fortune  of  the  ad- 
venture; and  nothing  can  be  judged  of  it,'one 
way  or  the  other,  by;  the.  relative  stale  of  ofu 
imports  or  exports  with  Holland,  England,  or 
Rubsia. 

•  I  would  not  be  understood  to  deny  that  it  mj 
often'  be  our  interest  to  cultivate  a  trade  witb 
countries  that  most  require  auch  commodities  tf 
we  can  fumishr,  and  which  are  capable  also  m 
directly  supplying  our  own  wants.  This  is  tbe 
simplest  and  olost  original  form  of  all  eommeree, 
and  is,  no  doubt.  4lighly  beneficial.  And  some 
countries  are  so  situated,  dpobtless,  that  commeree 
in  this  original  form,  or  something  near  it,  n»J 
be  all  that  they  can,  without  considerable  locoo- 
venience,  carry  on.  Our  trade,  for  exanrplcj^**" 
Madeira  and  the  Western  Islands,  has  heen  use- 
ful to  the  Country  as  furnishing  a  demand  for  soi^ 
portion  of  our  agricultural  products,  which  pro^ 
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ably  coald  not  baye  been  bought,,  bad  we  not 
received  tbeir  products  in  return.  Coantrielsit- 
uated  still  further  from  the  great  marts  and  high- 
ways of  the  commercial  world,  may  a^ord  still 
stronger  instances  of  the  necessity  and  utility  of 
conducting  commerce  on  the  Qrinnal  principle  of 
barter,  without  mtieh  assistance  from  the  opera- 
tions of  credit  and  exchange.  All  I  would  be 
understood  to  say,  is,  that  it  by  no  means  follows 
that  that  must'  be  a  losing  trade  with  any  coun- 
try, from  which  we  receive  more  of  her  products 
than  she  receives  of  ours.  And  since  I  was  sun- 
posed  the  other  day,  in  speaking  upon  this  sub- 
ject, to  have  advanced  opinions  which  not  only 
this  country  ought  k>  reject,  but  whieb  also  other 
conntri^  and  those  the  most  distinguished  for 
skill  and  success  in  commercial  intercourse,  do 
reject,  I  will  ask.  leave  to  refer  again  to* the  dis- 
cussion which  I  first  mentioned^  in  the  English 
Parliament,  relative  to  the  foreign  trade  of  thai 
country. 

**  Wiih  rsgsrd  (says  the  mover  of  the  propori- 
tion*)  to  the  arganaent  employe^  against  renewing 
oar  interei^urBe  with  the  north  of  EurQpe— namely, 
that  those  who  sapplted  as  with  timber 'from  that  quar- 
ter woald  not  .veoetve  British  mano&ctures  in  return, 
it  mpp—nd  to  him  Aitile  and  angroanded.  If  they 
did  not  send  direct  for>oar  mannfiietares  at  home, 
they  would  send  Ibr  them  to  Leipsic,and  other  fairs  of 
Germany.  Were  not  the  Rassian  and  Polish  jner- 
chanto  pnrchasen  there  to  a  great  amount  1  But  he 
would  never  admit  the  principle  that  a  trade  was  not 
profiuble,  because  we  w^re  obliged  to  carry  it  on  with 
the  preciotts  metals,  or  that  we  ought  to  renounce  it, 
because  our  manufactures  were  pot  received  by  the 
fsreign  nation,  in  return  for  its  produce.  Whatever 
vre  received  must  be  paid  for  id  the  produce  of  our 
land  and  labor,  direcUy  or  cireuitously,  and  he  was 
glad  to  have  the  noble  Earl'gf  marked  concurrence  in 
this  principle." 

Referring  ourselves  again,  sir,  to  the  analo- 
gies of  common  life — no  one  would  say  that  a 
larmer  Or  a  mechanic  should  buy  only  where  he 
can  do  so  by  the  exchange  Of  his  own  produce,  or 
his  own  manufacture.  Such  exchange  may  be 
often  convenient;  and,  on  the  other  hand^  the 
cash  purchase  may  be  often  more  convenient.  It 
is  the  same  in  the  intercourse  of  nations.  >  Indeed, 
Mr.  Speaker  has  placed  this  argument  on  very 
clear  grounds.  It  has  been  said,  m  the  early  p6rt 
of  the  debate^  that  if  we  cease  to  import  English 
cotton  fabrics,  England  would  no  longer  continue 
to  nurchase  our  cotton.  To  this,  Mr.  Speaker  has 
replied,  with  great  force  and  justice,  that  as  .she 
must  have  cotton.in  large  quantities,  she  will  buy 
the  article  where  she  can  find  it  best  and  cheap- 
est; and  that  it  would  be  quite  ridiculous  in  her, 
manufacturing  is  she  still  would  be^  for  her  owti 
vast  consumption,  and  the  consumption  of  mil- 
lions in  other  countries,  to  reject  our  uplands, 
because  we  had  learned  to  manufacture  a  part  of 
them  for  ourselves.  And  would  it  not  be  equally 
ridiculous  in  us,  if  the  cominodrties  of  Kussia 
were  both  cheaper  and  better  suited  to  our  wants 
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than  could  be  found  elsewhere,  to  abstain  from 
commerce  with  her,  because  she  will  not  receive 
in  return  other  commodities  which  we  have  to  sell, 
but  which  she  has  no  occasion  to  buy  ? 

Intimatelj[  connected,  sir,  with  this  topic,. is 
another,  whieh  has  been  brought  into  the  debate  ^ 
I  mean  the  evil  so  much  complained  of— the 
erpprtation  of  specie.  We  hear  gentlemen  im- 
puting thp  loss  of  market  at  hotne  to  a  want  of 
money,  and  this  want  of  monev  to  the  exportation 
of  the  precious  metals.  We  near  the  India  and 
China  trade  denounced  as  a  cooamepce  conducted 
on  our  side,  in  a  great  measure,  with  gold  and 
silver.  These  opinions,  sir,  are  clearly  void  of  all 
just  foundation,  and  we  cannot  too  soon  get  rid 
of  them.  There  are  no  shallower  reasoners  than 
those  political  and  commercial  writers  who  would 
represent  it  to  be  the  only  true  and  gainful  end  of 
commerce,  to  accumulate  the  precious  metals. 
These  are  articles  of  use.  and  articles  of  merchan- 
dise, with  this  additional  circumstance  belonging 
to  them,  that  they  are  made,  by  the.  general  con- 
sent of  nations,  the  standard 'by  which  the  value 
of  all  other  merchandise  U  to  be  estimated.  In  re- 
gard to  weights  and  measures,  something  drawn 
from  external  nature  is  made  a  common  standard, 
for  the  purposes  of  general  convenience ;  and  this 
is  precisely  the  office  performed  i>y  the  precious 
metals,  in  addition  to  those  uses  to  which,  as 
metals,  they  are  capable  of  being  applied.  There 
may  be  of  these  \po  much  or.  too  little,  in  a  coun- 
try, at  a  particular  time,  a&  there  may  be  of  anT 
other  articles.  Whfin  the  market  is  overstockea 
with  them,  as  it  often  is,  their  exportation  becomes 
as  proper  and  as  useful  as  that  of  other  commodi- 
ties, under  similar  circumstances.  We  need  no 
more  repine,  when  the  dollars,  which  bfive  been 
brought  here  from  South  Ameri^,  are  despatched 
to  other  countries,  than  when  coffee  and  sugar 
take  the  same  direction.  We  often  deceive  our^ 
selves  by  attributing  to  a  scarcity  of.  money,  that 
which  is  the  result  of  other  causes.  In  the  oourse 
of  this  debate,  the  honorable  member  from'  Penn- 
sylvania has  represented  the  country  as  full  of 
every  th^ig  but  money.  But  this  I  take  to  be  a 
mistake.  Tlie  agricultural  products,  so  abundant 
in  Pennsylvauia,  will  not,  he  says,  sell  for  money ; 
but  they  will  sell  for'  money  as  .quick  as  for  anr 
other  article  which  happens  to  be  in  d^mano. 
They  will  sell 'for  money,  for  example,  as  easiijr 
as  for  toffee,  or  for  tea,  at  the  prices  whicn 
properly  belong  to  those  articles.  The  mistake 
lies  in  imputing  that  to  want*  of  money,  which 
arises  from  want  of  demand.  Men  do  not  buy 
wheat  because  they  have  money,  bqt  because  they 
want  wheat.  To  decide  whether  money  be  plenty' 
or  not,  that  is,  whether  there  be  a  large  portion  of 
capital  unemployed  or  not,  when  the  currency  of 
a  country  is  metallic,  we  must  look,  no^  only  to 
the  prices  of  commodities,  but  also  to  the  rate  of 
interest.  A  low  rate  of  interest,  a  facility  of  ob- 
taining money  on  loans,  a  disposition  to  invest  in 
permanent  stocks,  all  of  which  are  proofs  that 
money  is  plenty,  may  nevertheless  often  denote  a 
state  not  of  the  highest  prosperity.  They  may, 
and  often  do,  show  a  want  of  employment  for 
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capital;  and  the  accumulation  of  specie  shows  I 
the>  same  thing.  Wa  have  no  occasion  for  the 
precious  metals  as  money,  except  for  the  purposes 
of  circulation,  or  rather  of  sustaining  a  safe  paper 
circulation.  And  whenever  there  be  a  prpspect 
of  a  profitable  investment  abroad,  all  the  gold  and 
silver,,  except  what  these  purposes  require,  will  be 
exported.  For  the  same  reason,  if  a  demand  ex- 
ist abroad  for  sugar  and  coffee,  whatever  amount 
of  those  articles  might' exist  in  the  count)ry  beyond 
the  wants  of  its  own  consumption,  would  be  sent 
abroad  to  meet  the  demand.  Besides,  sir,  how 
could  it  ever  occur  to  any  body  that  we  should 
continue  to  export  gold  and  silver,  if  we  did  not 
continue  to  import  them  also  ?  If  a  vessel  take 
oor  own  products  to  the  Havana  or  elsewhere, 
exchange  them  for  dollars,  proceed  to  China,  ex- 
change them  for  silks  and  teas,  brinff  these  last  to 
the  ports  of  the  Mediterrai^an/sell  them  there  for 
dollars,  and  return  to  the  United  ^ates;  this 
would  be  a  voyage  resultin|r  in  the  importation  of 
the  precious  metals.  But  if  she  had  returned  from 
Cuba,  and  the  dollars*  obtained  there  had  been 
shipped  direct  from  the  United  States  to  China, 
the  China  goods  sold  in  Holland,  and  the  proceeds 
brought  home  in  the  hemp  and  iron  of  Russia, 
this  would  be  «  voyage  in  which  they  were  ex- 
potted.  Yet  every  body  sees  that  both  might  be 
equally  beneficial  to  the  individuals  and  to  the 

gublic.  I  believe,  sir,  that,  in  point  of  fact,  we 
ave  enjoyed  great  benefit  in  o^r  tradewith  India 
and  China,  from  the-  liberty  of  going  from  place 
to  place  all  over  the  world,- without  being  obliged 
in  the  mean  time  to  return  home— a  liberty  not 
heretofore  enjoyed  by  the  private  traders  of  Eng- 
land in  regard  to  India  and  China.  Suppose  the 
American  ship  to  be  at  Brazil,  for  example,  she 
could  proceed  with  her  dollars  direct  to  India,  and 
in  return  could  distribute  her  cargo  in  all  the  va- 
rious ports  of  Europe  or  America :  while  an  Eng- 
lish ship,  if  a  private  tri^der,  beiag  at  Brazil,  ibust 
first  return  to  England,  and  then  could  only  pro^ 
ceed  in  the  direct  ii/ie  from  England  to  India,- 
This  advantage  our  countrymen  hate  not  been 
backward  to  improve ;  and  in  the  debate  to  which 
I  have  already  so  often  referred^  it  was  stated,  not 
without  some  complaint  of  the  inconvenience  of 
exclusion,  and  the  natui^l  sluggishness  of  monop* 
oly,  that  American  ships  were  at  that  moment 
fitting  out  in  the  Thames,  to  supply  France,  Hol- 
land, and  other  countries  on  the  Continent,  with 
tea ;  while  the  East  India  Cotopany  Would  not 
do  this  of  themselves,^  nor  allow  any  of  their.fell6w 
countrymen  to  do  it  for  them. 

There  is  yet  another  subject,  Mr.  Chairmao, 
upon  which  I  would  wish  to  say  something,  if  I 
might  presume  upon  the  continued  patiedce.  of 
the  Committee.  We  hear,  sometimes,'  in  the 
House,  and  continually  out  of  it,  of  the  rate  of 
exchange,  as  being  one  proof  that  we  arb  on  the 
downward  road  to  ruin.  Mr.  Speaker  himself 
has  adverted  to  that  topic,  and  I  arh  afraid  that 
his  authority  may  give  credit  to  opinions  clearly 
unfounded,  and  which  lead  to  very  false  and  erro- 
neous conclusions.  Sir,  let  us  see  what  the  facts 
are.    Exchange  on  England  has  recently  risen 


OB^  or  one  and  a  half  per  cent.,  partly  owing-, 
perhaps,  to  the  introduction  of  this  bill  into  Con- 
gress. Before  this  recent  rise;  and  for  the  last  six 
months,  I  understand  its  average  may  have  been 
about  seven  and  a  half  per  cetat.  advance.  Now, 
sappostng  this  to  be  thd  real,  and  not  merely,  as 
it  IS,  the  nominal  par  of  exchange  between  us  and 
England,  what  would  it  prove?  Nothing,  ex- 
cept that  funds  were  wanted,  in  England,  for 
commercial  operations,  to  be  carried  on  either  in 
England  or  4else where:  I r  would  not  necessariljr 
show  that  we  were  indebted  to  England ;  for,  if 
we  had  occasion  to  pay  debts  in  Russia  or  Hoi* 
land,  funds  in  Englaqd  would  naturally  enough 
be  required'  for  such  a  purpose.  And  even*  if  it 
did'j[)rove  that  a  balance* was  due  England,  at  the 
mometit;  it  would  have  no  tendency  to  explain  to 
us  whether  our  commerce  with  England  had  been 
profitable  or  unprofitable.  -  B6t  it  is  not  true,  in 
point  of  fact,  that  the  real  price  of  exchange  is 
seven  and  a  naif  per  cent  advance,  nor,  indeed, 
that  >there  is,  at  the  present  moment,  any  advance 
at  all.  That  is  to  say,  it  is  not  true  that  mer- 
chants will  give  such  an  advance,  or  any  advance, 
for  money  in  EngUmd,  more  than  they  would  give 
for  the  same  amount,  in  the  same  currency,  here. 
It  will  strike  every  one,  .who  reflects  upon  it,  that, 
if  there  were  a  real  difference  of  seven  and  a  half 
per  cent.,  money  would  be  immediately  shipped  to 
England ;  because  the  expens^  of  transportation 
W9uld  be* far  less  than  that  difference;  or  commo- 
dities of  trade  would  be  shipped  to  Europe,  and 
the  proceeds  remitted  to  England.  If  it  could  so 
happen  that  American  merchants  should  be  wii7 
ling  (0  pay  ten  per  cent,  premium  for  money  in 
Efigland,  or,  in  other  words,  that  a  real  difference 
to  that  amount,  in  the  exchange;  should  exist,  its 
effects  would  be  immediately  seen  in  new  ship- 
ments of  our  own  commo<)ities  to  Europe,  be- 
cause this  state  of  things  would  create  new  mo- 
tives. A  cargo  of  tobacco,  for  example,  might 
sell  at  Amsterdam  for  the  same  price  as  before; 
but  if  Its  proceeds,  when  remitted  to  London,  were 
advanced,  as  thcfy  would  be  in  such  case,  ten  per 
cejit.  by  the  state  of  exchange,  this  would  be  so 
mu(/h  added  to  the  price,  and  would  operate,  there- 
fore, as  a  motive  for  the  exportation ;  and  in  this 
way  national  balances  are,  and  always  will  be, 
adjusted. 

To  form  any  accurate  idea  of  the  true  state  of 
exchange  betwjee^  two  countries,  we  m.ast  look  at 
their  currenciesj'  and  compare  the  quantities  of 
gold  and  silver  which  they  may  respectively  rep- 
resent.- This  usually  explains  the  state  of  the  ex- 
changes ;  and  this  will  satisfactorily  account  for 
,the  apparent  advance,  now  existing,  on  bills  drawn 
on  England.  The  English  Standard  of  value  is 
gold;  with  us,  that  omce  is  performed  by  gold, 
and  by  silver  also^  at  a  ^ed  relation  to  each 
other.  But  our  estimate  of  silver  is  rather  higher, 
in  proportion  to  gold,  than  most  nations  give  it ; 
it  is  higher,  especially,  than  in  England,  at  the 
present  moment.  The  consequence  is,  that  silver, 
which  remains  a  lesal  currency  with  us,  stays 
here,  while  the  gold  has  gone  abroad ;  verifying 
the  universal  truth,  that,  if  two  currencies  be  al- 
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lowed  to  exist,  of  different  values,  that  which  is 
cheapest  will  fill  up  the  whole  Qirculation.  For 
as  much  gold  as  will  suffice  to  pay  here  a  debt  of 
a  giyen  amount,  we  can  buy  in  England  more 
silver  than  would  be  necessary  to  pay  the  same 
debt  here;  and  from  this  difference  in  the  ralue 
of  silver  arises  wholly,  or  in  a  great  measure,  the 
present  apparent  difference  in  exchanj^e.  Spanish 
doUaTs  sell  now,  in  England,  for  lour  shillings 
and  nine  pence  sterling  per  ounce ;  equal  -co  one 
dollar  and  six  cents.  By  our  standard,  the  same 
OQDce  is  worth  one  dollar  and  sixteen  cents ;  being 
a  difference  of  about  nine  per  cent.  The  true  par 
of  exchange,  therefore,  is  nine  per  cent.  If  a 
merchant  here  pay  one  bujidred  Spanish  dollars 
for  a  bill  on  England,  at  nominal  par,  in  sterling 
money,  that  is,  for  a  bill  for  £2i  10«.,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  this  bill)  when  paid  in  England,  in  the 
le^al  carrency,  will  there  purchase,  at  the  present 
price  of  silver,  one  hundred  and  nine  Spanish 
dollars.'  Therefore,  if  the  nominal  advance  on 
Knglish  bills  do  not  exceed  dine  pef  cent.,  the 
real  exchamge  is  not  against  this  country ;  in  other 
words,  it  does  not  show  that  there  is  any  pressing 
or  rarticula«  occasion  for  the  remittance  of^onds 
to  fens  land. 

As  little  cap  be  inferred  from  the  occasional. 
transfer  of  United  States  stock  to  England.  Con- 
sidering the  interest  paid  on  our  stoclu,  the  entire 
stability  of  our  credit,  and  the  accumulation  of 
capital  in  England,  it  is  not  at  all  wonderfvl  that 
investments  should  occasionally  be  made  in  our 
funds.  As  a  sort  of  coutiteryailing  faot,  it  may 
be  stated  that  English  stocks  are  now  actually 
holden  in  this  country,  though  probably  not  to 
any  considerable  amount.  ' 

1  will  now  proceed,  sir,  to  state  somte  objections 
which  I  feel,  of  a  more  general  nature,  to  the 
coarse  of  Mr.  Speaker's  observations. 

He  seems  to  me  to  argue  the  question  as  if  all 
domestic  iadiistry  were  confined  to  the  production 
of  manufactured  articles ;  as  if  th^  employment 
of  ,oor  own  capital,  and  our  own  labor,  rn  the 
occupations  of  commerce  and  navigation^'Were  not 
as  emphatically  domestic  industry  'as  any  other 
occupation.  Some  other  gentlemen,  in  the  course 
of  the  debate,  have  spoken  of  the  price  paid  for 
every  foreign  manufactured  article,  as  so  much 
given  for  the  encouragement  of  foreign  labor,  to 
the  prejudice  of  our  own.  But  is  not  every  such 
article  the  product  of  oiir  own  labor  as  truly  as  if 
we  had  manufactured  it  ourselves  ?  Our  labor  has 
earned  it,  and  paid  the  price  for  it.  It  is  so  much 
added  to  the  stock  of  national  wealth.  If  the 
commodiur  were  dollars,  nobody  would  doubt  the 
truth  of  this  remark :  and  it  is  precisely  as  correct 
in  its  application  to  any  other  commodity  as  to 
silver.  One  man  makes  a  yard  of  cloth  a(  home ; 
another  raises  agricuttural  products^  and  buys  a 
yard  of  imported  cloth.  Both  these  are  equally 
the  earnings  of  domestic  industry,  and  the  only 
questions  that  arise  in  the  case  are  two :  the  first 
is,  which  is  the  best  mode,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, of  obtaining  the  article;  the  second  is, 
how  far  this  first  question  is  proper  to  be  decided 
by  Gh>vemment,  and  how  far  it  is  proper  to  be  left 


to  individual  discretion.  There  is  no  foundation 
for  the -distinction  which  attributes  to  certain  em- 
ployments the  peculiar  appellation  of  American 
industry;  and  it  is,  is  my  judgment,  extremely 
unwise,  to  attempt  such  discriminations.  We  are 
asked,  what  nations  have  ever  attained  eminent 
prosperity  without  encouraging  manufactures?  I 
may  ask^  what  nation  ever  reached  the  like  pros- 
perity without  promoting  foreign  trade  ?  I  regard 
these  interests  .as  closely  connected,  and  am  of 
opinion  that  it  should  be^ur  aim  to  cause  them 
to  floiA-ish  together,.  I  know  it  would  be  very  easy 
to  promote  manufactures,  at  least  for  a  time,  but 
probably  only  for  a  short  time,  if  we  misht  act  in 
disregard  of  other  interests.  We  could  cause  a 
sudden  transfer  of  capital,  and  a  violent  change  in 
the  pursuits  of  men.  We  could  exceedingly  benefit 
some  classes  by  these  means.  But  what^jhen, 
becomes  of  the  Interests  of  others?  The  power 
of  collecting  revenue  by  duties  on  imports,  and 
the  habit  of  the  Government  of  collecting  almost 
its  whole  revenue  in  that  mode,  will  enable  us, 
without  exceeding  the  bounds  or  moderation,  to 

gve  great  advantages  to  those  classes  of  mantt- 
ctures  which  we  may  think  most  useful  to  pro- 
mote at  home.  What  I  object  to  is  the  immode- 
rate use  of  the  power — exclusions  and  prohibi- 
tions ;  all  of  which  J  as  I  think^  not  only  interrupt 
the  pursuits  of  individuals,  with  great  injury  to 
themselves,  and  little  or  no  benefit  to  the  country, 
but  also  often  divert  our  on^n  labor,  or,  as  it  may 
very  properly  be  called,  our  own  domestic  indus- 
try, from  those  occupations  in  which  it  is  well 
employed  and  well  paid,  to  others,  in  which  it 
will  be  worse  employed,  and  worse  paid.  For 
my  part,  F  see*  very  Little  relief  to  those  who,  are 
likely  to  bd  deprived  of  their  employments,  or  who 
find  the  prices  of  the  commodities  which  they 
need,  raised,  in  any  of  the  klternatives  which  Mr. 
Speaker  has  presented.  It  is  nothing  to  say  that 
they  niayi  if  tney  choose,  continue  to  buy  the  for- 
eign article ;  the  answer  is,  the  price  is  augmented : 
nor  that  they  may  use  the  domestic  article;  the 
price  of  that  also  is  increased.  Nor  can  they  sup- 
pi  v  themselves  by  the  substitution  of  their  own 
faoric.  How  can  the  agriculturist  make  his  own 
iron?  How  can  the  ship  owner  grow  his  own 
ivemp?     *    '  . 

But  I  have  yet  a  stronger  objection  to  the  course 
of  Mr.  Speaker's  reasoning;  which  is,  that  he 
leaves  put  of  the  case  all  that  nas  been  already  done 
for  the  protection  of  manufactures,  and  argues 
ths  question  -as  if  those  interests  were  now,  for  the 
first  time,  to  receive  aid  from  duties  on  imports. 
1  can  hardly  express  the  surprise  I  feel  that  Mr. 
Speaker  should  fa]l  into  the  common  modes  of 
expression  used  elsewhere,  and  ask  if,  we  will  give 
our  manufactures  no  protection.  Sir,  look  to  the 
history  of  our  laws;  Iooe  to  the  present  state  of 
our  laws.  Consider  that  our  whole  revenue,  with 
a  trifling  exception,  is  collected  at  the  custom- 
house, and  always  has  been ;  and  then  say  what 
J  propriety  there  is  in  calling  on  the  Government 
or  protection,  as  if  no  protection  had  heretofore 
been  afforded.  The  real  question  before  us,  in 
regard  to  all  the  important  clauses  of  the  bill|is 
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not  whether  we  will  lay  duties,  hut  whether  we 
will  av^ment  duties..  The  demand  is  for  somethiug 
more  than  exists^  and  yet  it  is  pressed  as  if  noth- 
ing existed.  It  is  wholly  forgotten  that  iron  ajid 
hemp,  for  example,  already  pay  a  very  heavy  and 
burdensome  duty ;  and,  in  short,  from  the  general 
tenor  of  Mr.  Speaker's  obserrations,  one  would 
infer  that,  hitherto,  we  had  rather  taxed  our  own 
manufactures  than  fostered  them  by  taxes  on  those 
of  other  countries.  We  hear  of  the  fatal  policy 
of  thetariff  of  1816 ;  and  yet  the  law  of  1816  was 
passed  avowedly  for  the  benefit  of  manufacturers, 
and,  with  very  few  exceptions^  imposed  on  im- 
ported articles  very  great  additions  of  tax ;  in 
tome  important  instances,  indeed,  amounting  to  a 
prohibition.* 

Sir,  on  this  subject  it  becomes  us  at  least  to 
understand  the  real  posture  of  the  question.  Let 
us  not  suppose  that  we  are  beginning  the  protec- 
tion of  manufactures,  by  duties  on  imports.  What 
we  are  asked  to  do  is,  to  render  those  duties  much 
higher,  and  therefore,  instead  of  dealing  in  gen- 
eral commendations  of  the  })€nefits  of  protection, 
the  friends  of  the  bill.  I  think,  are  bound  to  make 
out  a  fair  case  for  eacn  of  the  manufactures  which 
they  propose  to  benefit.  The  Government  has 
already  done  much  for  their  protection,  and  it 
ought  to  be  presumed  to  have  done  enough,  un- 
less it  should  be  shown,  by  the  facts  and  consid- 
erations applicable  to  each,  that  there  is  a.  neces- 
sity for  doing  more. 

On  the  general  question,  sir,  allow  me  to  ask 
if  the  doctrine  of  prohibition,  as  a  general  doc- 
trine, be  not  preposterous  ?  vSuppose  all  nations 
to  act  upon  it :  they  would  be  prosperous,  then, 
according  to  the  argument,  precisely  in  the  pro- 
portion m  which  they  abolished  intercourse  with 
one  another.  The  less  of  mutual  commerce  the 
better,  upon  this  hypothesis.  Protection  and  en- 
couragement mav  be,'  and  are,  doubtless,  sonie- 
times,  wise  and  beneficial,  if  kept  within  proper 
limits;  but,  when  carried  to  an  extravagant  height, 
or  the  point  of  prohibition,  the  absurd  character 
of  the  system  manifests  itself.  Mr.  Speaker  has 
referred  to  (he  late  Emperor  Napoleon,  as  having 
attempted  to  naturalize  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
in  France.  He  did  not  cite  a  more  extravagant 
part  of  the  projects  of  that  ruler,  that  is,  his  at- 
tempt to  naturalize  the  growth  of  that  plant  itself 
in  France;  whereas,  we  have  understood  that 
considerable  districts  in  the  south  of  France,  and. 
in  Italy,  of  rich  and  productive  lands,  were  at  one 
time  withdrawn  from  profitable  uses,  and  devoted 
to  raising,  at  great  expense,  a  little  bad,  cotton. 
Nor  have  #e  been  referred  to  the  attempts,  under 
the  same  system,  to  make  sugar, and  cofiee  from 
common  culinary  vegetables;  attempts  which 
served  to  fill  the  print  shops  of  Europe,  and  to 
show  us  how  easy  is  the  transition  from  what 
some  think  sublime,  to  that  T^hich  all  admit  to  be 
ridiculous.  The  folly  of  some  of  these  projects 
has  not  been  surpassed,  nof  hardly  equalled,  un- 
less it  be  by  the  philosopher  in  one  of  the  satires 
of  Swift,  who  so  long  labored  to  extract  sunbeams 
from  cucumbers. 

The  poverty  and  unhappiness  of  Spain  have 


been  attributed  to  the  want  of  protection  to  her 
own  industry.  If  by  this  it  be  tneant  that  the 
poverty  of  Spain  is  owing  to  bad  Government 
and  bad  laws,  the  remark  is,  in  a  great  measure^ 
just.  But  these  very  laws  are  bad  because  they 
are  restrictive,  partial,  and  prohibitory..  If  pro- 
hibition were  protection,  opain  would  seem  to 
have  had  enough  of  it.  Nothing  can  exceed  the 
barbarous  rigidity  of  her  colonial  system,  or  the 
folly  of  her  early  commercial  regulations.  Unen- 
lierhtened  and  bigoted  legislation,  the  multitude 
of  holidays,  miserable  i^ads,  monopolies  on  the 
part  of  Government,  restrictive  laws,  that  ought 
lon|^  since  to  have  been  abrogated,  are  generally, 
and  I  believe  truly,  reckoned  the  principal  causes 
of  the  bad  state  of  the  productive  industrjr  of 
Spain.  Any  partial  imptovement  in  condition, 
or  increase  of  her  prosperity,  has  been^  in  all  cases, 
the  result  of  relaxation,  and  the  abolition  of  what 
was  intended  for  favor  and  protection. 

In  short,  sir,  the  general  sensfe  of  this  age  sets, 
with  a  $trong  current,  in  favor  of  freedom.of  com- 
mercial intercourse,  and  unrestrained  individual 
action.  Men  yield  up  their  notions  of  monopoly 
and  Testriction*  9s  tbev  yield  up  other  prejudices, 
slowly  and  rcductantfy:  but  they  cannot  with.- 
stand  the  general  tide  ot  opinion.     > 

Let  me  now  ask,  sir,  wnat  relief  this  bill  pro- 
poses to  some  of  those  great  and  essential  interests 
of  the  country,  the  condition  of  which  has  been 
referred  to  as  proof  of  national  distress;  and 
which  condition,  although  1  do  not  think  it  makes 
out  a  case  of  distress,  yet  does  indicate  depression. 

And  first,  as  to  our  foreign  trade.  The  Speaker 
has  stated  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  fall- 
ing ofi*  in  the  tonnage  employed  in  that  trade. 
This  is  true,  lamentably  true.  In  my  opinion,  it 
ip  one  of  those  occurrences  which  ought  to  arrest 
our  immediate,  our  deep,  our  most  earnest  atten- 
tion. What  Qoes  this  bill  propose  for  its  relief? 
Sir,  It  proposes  nothing  but  new  burdens.  It  pro- 
poses to  diminish  its  employnient,  and  it  proposes, 
at  the  same  time,  to  augment*  its  expense,  by  sub- 
jecting it  to  heavier  taxation.  Sir^  .there  is  no 
interest,  in  regard  to  which  a  stronger  case  for 
protection  can  be  made  out,  than  the  navigating 
interest.  Wbc^ther  we  look  at  its  present  condi- 
tion, ivhich  is  admitted  to  be  depressed ;  the  num- 
ber of  persons  connected  with  it,  and  dependent 
upon  it  for  their  darl^  bread ;  or  its  importance 
to  the  country  in  a  political  point  of  view,  it  has 
claims  upon  our  attention  which  camiot  be  ex- 
ceeded. But  what  do  we  propose  to  do  for^it  ?  I 
repeat,  sir,  simply  to  burden  and  to  tax  it.  By  a 
statement  which  I  have  already  submitted  to  the 
Committee,  it  appears  that  the  shipping  interest 
paysj  annually,  more  than  half  a  million  of  dol- 
lars m  duties  on  articles  used  in  the  construction 
of  ships.  We  propose  to  add  nearly,  or  quite, 
fifty  per  cent,  to  this  amount,  at  the  very  moment 
tha(  we  bring  forth  the  languishing  state  of  this 
interest,  as  a. proof  of  national  distress.  Let  it 
be  remembered  that  our  shipping  employed  in 
foreign  commerce,  has,  at  this  moment,  not  the 
shadow  of  Government  protection.  It  goes  abroad 
upon  the  wide  sea  to  make  its  own  way,  and  earn 
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its  own  bread,  in  a  professed  competition  with 
the  whole  world.  Its  resources  are  its  oVen  fru- 
gality, its  own  skill,  its  own  enterprise.  It  hopes 
to  succeed,  if  it  shall  succeed  at  all,  not  by  extra- 
ordinary aid  of  GoTernment,  but  by  patience, 
yigilance.  and  toil.  This  right  arm  of  the  na- 
tion's sa/ety  strengthens  its  own  muscle  ^y  iU 
own  efforts,  and  by  unwearif d  exertion  in  its  own 
defence  becomes  strong  for  the  defence  of  the 
country. 

No  one  acquainted  with  this  interest  can  deny 
that  its  situation,'  at  this  fnoment^  is  extremely 
critical.  We  hare  left  it  hitherto  to  maintain 
itself  or  perish;  to  swim  if  it  can,  and  to  sink  if 
it  cannot.  But  at  this  moment  of  its  apparent 
struggle,  can  we,  as  men,  can  we.  as  patriots,  add 
another  stone^  to  the  weight  that  threatens  to  carry 
it  down  ?  Sir,  there  is  a  limit  to  hunaan  power 
and  to  hunian  effort.  I  know  the  commercial 
marine  of  this  country  can  do  almost  every  thing, 
and  bear  almost  every  thing.  Yet  some  things 
are  impossible  to  be  done;  and  some  burdens  may 
be  impossible  to  be  borne:  and  as  it  was  the  la^t 
ounce  (hat  broke  "the  back  of  the  camel,  so  the 
last  tax,  although  it  were  even  a  small  one,  may. 
be  decisive  ad  to  the  power  of  our  marine  to  sus- 
tain the  conflict  in  wnich  it  is  now  engaged  with 
all  the  comquercial  nations  on  the  ffloW. 

Again,  Mr.   Chairman,  the  failures  an^  t)ie 
bankruptcies  which  have  taken  place,  in  our  laree 
cities  have  been  mentioned  as  proving  the  little 
success  attending  commerce  and  its  general  ^de- 
cline.   But  this  bill  has  no  balm  for  those  bounds. 
It  is  very  remarkable,  that,  when  losses  and  disas- 
ters Of  certain  manufacturers,  those  of  irpn,  for 
instance,  are  mentioned,  it  is  done  for  the  pdrpos(^ 
of  invoking  aid  fo»  the  distressed.    Not  so  with 
the  losses  and  disasters  of  commerce;  these  last 
are  narrated,  and  not  unfrequeatly  much  exag- 
gerated, to  prove  the  ruinous  nature  of  the  employ- 
ment, and  to  show  that  it  oujp^ht  to  be  abandoned, 
and  the  capital  engaged  in  it  turned  to  other  ob- 
jects. .       ,  , 

It  has  been  often  said,  sir.*  that  our  manufac- 
tures have  to  contend,  not  only  against  the  natural 
advantages  of  those  who  produce-similar  articles 
in  foreign  countries,  but  afsb  against  the  action  of 
foreign  Governments,  who  have  great  political 
interest  in  aiding  their  own  manufactures  to  sup- 
press ours.  But  have  not  these  Governments  as 
great  an  interest' to  cripple  our  marine,  by  pre- 
venting the  growth  of  our  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion 1  What  is  it  tha(  makes  us  the  object  of  the 
highest  respect.  Or  the  most  suspicious  jealousy 
to  foreign  States?  What  is  it  that  most  enables 
us  to  take  high  relative  rank  among  the  nations  ? 
I  need  not  say  that  this  results,  more  than  from 
any  thing  else,  from  that  quantity  of  military  power 
which  we  can  cause  to  b^  water  borncj  and  of  that 
extent  of  commerce,  which  we  are  able  to  main- 
tain throughout  the  world. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  conscious  of  having  de- 
tained the  Committee  much  too  long  with  these 
observations.  My  apology  for  now  proceeding  to 
«ome  remarks  upon  the  particular  clauses  of  the 
bill,  is,  that,  representing  a  district  at  once  com- 
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mercial  and  highly  manufacturing,  and  being 
called  upon  to  vote  upon  a  bill  containing  provi- 
sions so  numerous  and  so  various,  I  am  naturally 
desirous  to  state  as  well  what  I  approve,  as  what 
I  would  reject! 

.  The  ffrst  section  proposes  an  au^ented  duty 
upon  woollen  manulactures.  This,  if  it  were  un- 
qualified, would  no  doubt  be  desirable  to  those 
who  are  engaged  in  that  business.  I  have  myself 
presented  a  petition  from  the  woollen  manufac- 
turers of  Massac husettSj  praying  an  augmented 
ad  valorem  duty  upon  imported  woollen  cloths; 
add  I  a^vn  prepared  to  accede  to  that  proposition, 
to  a  reasonable  extent.  But  then  this  Sill  pro- 
poses, also,  a  very  high  duty  upon  imported  wool ; 
and^  as  far  as  \  can  learn,  a  majority  of  the  man- 
ufacturers are.  at  least  extremely  douotful  whether, 
taking  these  two  provisions  together,  the  state  6( 
the  law  is  not  better  for  them  now  than  it  would 
be  if  this  bill  should  pass.  It  is  said  this  tax  on 
raw  wool  will  benefit  the  agriculturist;  but  I  know 
it  to  be  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  best  informed 
'  of  that  class,  that  it  will  do  them  more  hurt  than 
good.  They  fear  it  will  check  the  manufactureri 
and  consequently  check  bis  demand  for  their  arti- 
cle. The  argament  is,  that  a  certain  quantity  of 
Qoarse  wool,  cheaper  than  we  can  ppssibly  furnish, 
is  necessary  to  enable  the  manufacturer  to. carry 
on  the  general  business,  ai\d  that  if  this  cannot  be 
had,  the  consequence  will  be,  not  a  greater,  but  a 
less,  manufacture  of  our  own  wool.  I  am  aware 
that  very  intelligent  persons'  differ  upon  this  point ; 
but,  if  we  may  safely  infer  fVom  that  difference  ot- 
opinion,  that  the  pi^posed  benefit  is  at  least  doubt- 
ful, it  would  be  prudent  perhaps  to  abstain  from 
t\ie  experiment.  Certain  it  is* that  the  same  course 
of  reasoning  has  occurred,  as  I  have  before  stated, 
on  the  same  subject,  when  a  renewed  application 
was.nrade  to  the  Knglish  Parliament  to  repeal 
the  duty  on  imported  wool,  I  believe  scarcely  two 
months  ago;  those  who  support  the  application, 
pressing  urgently  the  necessity  of  an  unrestricted 
use  of.  the  cheap,  imported  raw  material,  with  a 
view  to  supply,  wiih  coarse  cloths,  the  markets  of 
warm  climates,  such  as  those  of  Egypt  and  Tur- 
key, and  especially  a  vast  new  createa  demand  in 
the  South  A mer lean  States.    . 

As]  to  the  manufactures  of  cotton,  it  is  agreed, 
I  believe,  that  they  are  generallY  successful.  It 
is  understood  that  the  present  existing  duty  oper- 
ates pretty  much  as  a  prohibition  over  tl^ose  de- 
scriptions of  fabrics  to  which  it  applies.  The 
proposed s  alteration  would  probably  enable  the 
American  manufacturer  to  commence  competi- 
tion with  higher  priced  fabrics;  and  so  would, 
perhaps,  lin  augmentation  less  than  is  here  pro- 
posed. I  consider  the  cotton  manufactures  not  only 
to  have  reached,  but  to  have  passed,  the  point  of 
competition.'  I  regard  their  success  as  certain, 
and  their  growth  as  rapid  as  the  most  impatient 
could  well  expeat.  Ifj  however,  a  provision  of 
the  nature  of  that  recommended  here,  were  thought 
necessary  to  commence  new  operations  In  the  same 
line  of  manufacture,  I  should  cheerfully  agree  to 
it,  if  it  were  not  at  the  cost  of  sacrificing  other 
great  interests  of  the  country. .  I  need  hardly  say 
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that,  whatever  promotes  the  cotton  and  woollen 
maDofactore^  promotes  most  important  interests 
of  my  constituents.  They  hare  a  great  stake  in 
the  success  of  those  estahlishments,  and,  as  far  as 
those  manufactures  are  concerned,  would  he  as 
much  benefited  by  the  protisions  of  this  bill  as 
any  part  of  the  community.  It  is  obvious,  too,  I 
should  think,  thatj  for  some  considerable  time, 
manufactures  of  this  sort,  to  whatever  magnitude 
they  may  rise,  will  be  principally  established  in 
those  parts  of  the  country  where  population  is 
most  dense,  capital  most  abundant,  and  where 
the  most  successful  beginnings  have  been  already 
made. 

But  if  these  be  though t^p  be. advantages,  they 
are  greatly  counter  balanced  bv  other  advantages 
enjoyed  by  other  portions  of  the  country,  I  can- 
not but  regard  the  situation  of  the  We$t  as  highly 
favorable  to  human  happiness.  It  offers,  in  the 
abundance  of  its  new  and  fertile  lands,  such  as- 
surances of  permanent  property  and  respectability 
to  the  industrious,  it  enables  them  to  lay  such  sure 
foundations  for  a  competent  provision  for  their 
families,  it  makes  such  a  nation  of  freeholders, 
that  it  need  not  envy  the  happiest  and  most  pros- 
perous of  the  manufacturing  communities.  We 
may  talk  as  we  will  of  well-fed  and  well-clothed 
day  laborers  or  journeymen :  they  are  not,  after 
all,  to  be  compared,  either  for  happiness,  or  re- 
spectability, with  him  who  sleeps  unddr  his  own 
joof^  and  cultivates  his  own  fee-simple  inheritance. 

With  respect  to  the  proposed  duty  on  g[lass,  I 
would  observe,  that,  tipon  the  best  means ^of  judg- 
ing which  I  possesSjsI  am  of  opinion,  that  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  is  right,  in  stating, 
that  there  is,  in  -effect,  a  bounty  upon  the  expor- 
tation of  the  British  article.  I  think  it  entirely- 
proper,  therefore,  to  raise  our  own  duty  by  sucn 
an  amount  as  shall  be  equivalent  to  that  bounty. 

And  here,  Mr.  Chairman^  before  proceeding  to 
those  parts  of  the  ^ill  to  which  I  most  strenuously 
object,  I  will  be  so  presumptuous,, as  to  take  up  a 
challenge  which  Mr.  Speaker  has  thrown  down. 
He  has  asked  us,  in  a  tone  of  interrogatory  indi- 
cative of  the  feeling  of  anticipated  triumph,  to 
mention  any  country  in  which  manufactures  have 
flourished,  .without  the  aid  of  prohibitory  laws. 
He  has  demanded,  if  it  be  not  policy,  protection, 
aye,  and  prohibitionf,  that  have  carried  other 
States  to  the  height  of  their  prosperity,  and 
whether  any  one  has  succeeded  with  such  tame 
and  inert  legislation  as  ours.  3ir,  I  am  ready  to 
answer  this  inqi^iry. 

There  is  a  country,  not  undistinguished  among 
the  nations^  in  which  the  progress  of  manufactures 
has  been  far  more  rapid  than  in  any  other,  and 
yet  unaided  by  prohibitions  or  unnatural,  restric- 
tions. That  country,  the  happiest  which  the  sun 
shines  on,  is  our  o^n. 

The  woollen  manufactures  of  England  have 
existed  from  the  early  ages  of  the  monarchy. 
Provisions,  designed  to  aid  and  foster  them,  are  m 
the  black-lettered  statutes  of  the  Edwards  and  the 
Henrys.  Ours,  on  the  contrary,  are  but  of  yester- 
day; and  yet,  with  no  more  than  the  protection 
of  existing  laws,  they  are  already  at  the  point  of 


close  and  promising  competition.  Sir,  nothings 
is  more  unphilosophical  than  to  refer  us,  on  these 
subjects,  to  the  policy  adopted  by  other  nations  in 
a  very  different  state  of  society,  or  to  infer  that 
what  was  judged  expedient  by  them,  in  their  early- 
history,  must  also  be  expedient  for  us,  in  this 
early  part' of  our  own.  This  would  be  reckoning 
our  age  chronologically,  and  estimating  our  ad- 
vance by  our  number  of  years ,  when,  in  troth^ 
we.  should  regard  only  the  state  of  society,  the 
knowledge,  the  skill,  the  capital,  the  enterprise, 
which  belong  to  our  times.  -  We  have  been  trans- 
ferred from  the  stock  of  Europe,  in  a  compara- 
tively enlightened  age,  and  our  civilization  and 
improvement  date  back  as  early  as  her  own.  Her 
original  history  is  also  our  original  history ;  and 
if.  since  the  moment  of  separation,  she  has  gone 
anead  of  -us,  in  some  respects,  it  mav  be  said> 
without  violating  truth,  that  we  have  Kept  up  in 
others,  and,  in  others  again,  are  ahead  ourseiFes. 
We  are  to  legislate,  then,  with  regard  to  the 
present  actual  'state  jof  societys  and  our  own  ex- 
perience shows  us  that,  commencing  manufactures 
at  the  present  highly  enlightened,  and  emulous 
moment,  we  need  not  imitate  the  clumsy  hel{)6| 
with  which,  in  less  auspicious  times.  Governments 
have  sought  to  enable  the  ingenuity  and  industry 
of  their  people  to  hobble  aion^. 

The  English  cotton  manufactures  began  abont 
the  commencement  of  the  last  reign.  Ours  caa 
hardly  be  said  to  have  commenced,  with  any 
earnestness,  until  the  application  of  the  power 
loom,  in  1816,  not  more  than  eight  years  ago. 
Now,  sir,  I  hardly  need  again  speak  of  its  progress, 
its  present  extent,  or  its  assurance  of  future  en- 
largement. In  some  sorts  of  fabrics  wc  are  al- 
ready exporters,  and  the  products  of  our  manufac- 
tories are,  at  this  moment,  in  the  South  American 
markets.  We  see,  then,  what  can  be  done  with- 
out prohibition  or  ext)-aordinary  protection,  be- 
cause we  see  what  has  been  done ;  and  I  venture 
to  predict  that,  in  a  few  years,  it  will  be  thought 
wonderful  that  these  branches  of  manufactures,  at 
least,  should  have  been  thought  to  require  addi- 
tional aid  from  Grovernmeat. 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  best  apology  for  laws  of 
prohibition  and  laws  of  monopoly,  will  be  found 
m  that  state  of  society^  not  only  unenlightened, 
but  sluffgish,  in  which  they  are  most  generally 
established.  Private  industry,  in  those  days,  re- 
quired strong  provocatives,  which  Qovernments 
were  seeking  to  administer  by  these  means. — 
Something  was  wanted  to  actuate  and  stimulate 
men,  and  the  prospects  of  such  profits  as  would, 
in  our  times,  excite  unbounded  competition,  would 
hardly  move  the  sloth  of  former  ages.  In  some 
instances,  no  dgubt,  these  laws  produced  ah  effect, 
which,  in  that  period,  would  not  have  taken  place 
without  them.  But  our  age  is  wholly  of  a  differ- 
ent character,  and  its  legislation  takes  another 
turn.  Society  is  full  of  excitement ;  competition 
comes  in  place  of  monopoly;  and  intelligence  and 
industry  ask  only  for  fair  play  and  an  open  field. 
Profits,  indeed,  in  such  a  state  of  things,  will  be 
small,  but  they  will  be  extensively  diffused ;  prices 
will  be  low,  and  the  great  body  of  the  people 
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prosperoas  and  liappy.  It  is  worthy  of  remark, 
that,  from  the  operation  of  these  causes,  commer- 
cial wealth,  while  it  is  increased  beyond  calcula* 
tion  in  its  general  aggregate,  is,  at  the  same  time, 
broken  and  diminished  in  its  subdivisions-  Com- 
mercial prosperity  should  be  judged  of  therefore 
rather  from  the  extent  of  trade,  than  from  the 
magmitude  of  its  apparent  profits.  It  has  been  re- 
marked, that  Spam,  certainly  one  of  the  poorest 
nations,  made  very  great  profits  on  the  amount  of 
her  trade;  but  with  little  other  benefit  than  the 
enriching  of  a  few  individuals  and  comfMrnies. 
Profits  to  the  English  merchants  engaged  in  the 
Levant  and  Turkey  trade,  were  formerly  very 

f:reat,and  there  were  richer  merchants  in  £ng- 
and  some  centuries  ago,  considering  the  compara- 
tive value  of  nmney,  than  at  the  present  highly 
commercial  period.  When  tne  diminution  of 
profits  arises  from  the  extent  of  competition,  it 
indicates  rather  a  salutary  than  an  injurious 
change.* 

The  true  course  then,  sir,  for  us  to  pursue,' is, 
in  my  opinion,  to  consider  what  our  situation  is, 
mrhat  our  means  are,  and  how  they  can  be  best  ap- 
plied. What  amount  of  population  have  we^  in 
cemparison  with  our  extent  of  soil,  inrhat  amount 
of  capital  and  labor,  at  what  price  ?  As  to  skill, 
knowledge,  and  enterprise,  we  may  safely  take  it 
for  granted,  that,  in  these  particulars,  we  are  on 
an  equality  with  others.  JaLeepin^  these  consid- 
erations in  view,  allow  me  to  examine  two  or  three 
of  those  provisions  of  the  bill  to.  which  I  feel  the 
strongest  objections. 

To  begin  with  the  artiole  of  iron.  Our  whole 
annual  consumption  of  this  article  is  supposed  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  be  ^fiOO  or 
50,000  tons.  Let  us  suppose  the  latter.  The 
amount  of  our  own  manulacture  he  estimates,  I 
think,  at  17,000  tons..  .The  present*  dutv  on  the 
imported  article  is  $15  per  ton,  and  as  this  duly 
causes,  of  course,  an  equivalent  augmentation  of 
the  price  of^the  home  manufacture,  the  whole  in- 
crease of  price  is  equal  to  $750,000  aonuaHy.  This 
sum  we  pay  on'a  raw  material,  and  on  an  abso- 
lute necessary  of  life.    The  bill  proposes  to  raise 


cle  from  other  sources.    There  would  be  no  miti* 
gation  of  this  burden,  except  from  the  prospect^ 
whatever  that  might  be,  that  iron  would  fall  ii» 
value,  by  domestic  competition,  after  theimporta^ 
tion  should  be  prohibited.    It  will  be  easy,  I  think, 
to  show  that  it  cannot  lall ;  and  supposing  for  the 
present  that  it  shall  not,  the  result  will  be,  that 
we  shall  pay  annually  a  sum  of  $1,125,000,  con* 
stantly  atijg^ented,  too,  by  increased  consumption 
of  the  article,  to  nmporl  a  Jnuinese  thai  eantiot  mp- 
port  itsdf.    It  is  01  no  consequence  to  the  ar^' 
ment  that  this  sum  is  'expended  at  home ;  so  it- 
would  be,  if  we  taxed  the  peoi^e  to  support  any 
other  useless  and  expensive  establishment,  to  builo 
hnother  Capitol  for  example,  vr  incur  an  unneces^ 
^ry  expense  of  any  sort.    The  question  still  is^ 
are  the  money,  time,  and  labor^  well  laid  out  in 
these  cases  ?    The  present  price  oT  iron  at  Stock- 
hofm.  I  am  assured  by  importers,  is  $53  per  ton  on 
board,  $48  per  ton  in  the  yard  before  loading,  and 
probably  no^far  from  $40  at  the  mines.    Freight, 
insurance,  d&c,  may  be  fairly  estimated  at  $15,  to 
which  add  our  present  dut]^  of  $15  more,  and  these 
tWo  last  sums,  together  with  the  cost  on  board  at 
Stockholm,  give  $83  as  the  cost  of  Swedes  iron  in 
our  market.    In  fact  it  is  said  to  have  been  sold 
last  vear  at  $91  f' to  $82  per  ton.    We  perceive^ 
by  tnis  statement,  that  the  cost  of  iron  is  doubled 
in  reaching  us  from  the  mine  in  which  it  is  pro- 
doced.    In  other  words,  ouf  present  duty,  with  the 
expense  of  transportation,  gives  an  advantage  to 
the  American  over  the  foreign  manufacturer,  of 
one  hundred  per  cent.    Why,  then,  cannot  the 
iron  \e  manuiadur^d  at  home  ?    Our  ore  is  said 
to  be  as  good,  and  some  of  it  better.    It  is  under 
our  feet,  and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  tells 
us  that  it  might  be  wrought  by  persons  who  oth- 
'erwise  will  not  be  einployed.     Why,  then,  isilwii 
wrauffht  7    Nothing  could  be  more  sure  of  constant 
sale.    It  is  not  an  article  of  changeable  fashion, 
but  of  absolute,  permanent  necessity,  and  such, 
therefore,  as  would  alwa3r8  meet  a  steady  demand. 
Sir,  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  to  revise  his  premis^i  for  I  am  per- 
suaded that  there  is  an  ingredient  properly  belong- 


the  ^uty  from  $15  to  $22^  per  ton^  which  would  Jog  to  the  calculation  which  he  has  misstated  or 

*    on-   omitted.    Swedes  iron  in  England  pays  a  dutv,  I 


be  equal  to  $1,125,000  on  the  whole  annual  con 
sumption.  So  that,  suppose  the  point  of  prohibi- 
tion' Which  is  aimed  at  py  some  gentlemen  to  be 
attained,  the  consumers  of  the  article  .would  pay 
this  last  mentioned  sum  every  year  to  the  pro- 
ducers of  it,  over  and  above  the  price  at  wpich 
they  could  supply  theipselves  with  the  same  arti- 


•  • 


The  present  equable  difinsien  of  moderate  wealth 
cannot  be  better  illustrated/  than  by  remarking  that 
in  thb  age  many  palacee  and  superb  mansions  have 
been  pulled  down,  or  converted  to  other  purposes, 
while  none  have  been  erected  on  a  like  scale.  The 
numberless  baronial  castles  and  mansions,  in  all  parts 
of  England,  now  in  ruins,  may  all  be  adduced  as  ex- 
amples of  the  decrease  of  inordinate  wealth.  On  the 
other  band,  the  multiplication  of  commodious  dwell- 
ings, lor  the  upper  and  middle  classes  of  society,  and 
the  increased  comforts  of  all  ranks,  exhibit  a  pictare 
of  iadividaal  happiness  unknown  in  any  other  age." — 
Sir  O.  Blanc' 9  Letter  to  Lord  Spencer,  in  1800. 


think,  of  about  $27  per  ton ;  yet  it  is  imported  in 
considerable  quantities,  notwithstanding  the  vast 
capital,  the  excellent  eoal,  and,  more  important 
than  all,  perhaps,  the  highly  improved  state  of 
inland  navigation  in. England;  although  I  am 
aware  that  .the  English  use  of  Swedes  iron  may 
be  thoijff ht  to  be  owin|^  in  some  degree  to  its  supe- 
rior quality. 

Sir,  the  trqe  explanation  of  this  appears  to  me 
to  lie  in  ^e  different  prices  of  labor;  and  here,  I 
apprehend,  is  the  grand  mistake  in  the  argument 
of  the  chairman  of  the  committee.  He  says  it 
would  cost  the  nation,  as  a  nation,  nothing  to 
make  our  ore  into  iron.  Now,  I  think,  it  would 
cost  us  precisely  that  which  we  can  worst  afibrd ; 
that  is,  great'  iabor.  Although  bar  iron  is  very 
properly  considered  a  raw  mfiterial  in  respect  to 
its  various  future  uses,  yet,  as  bar  iron,  the  princi- 
pal ingredient  in  its  cost  is  labor.    Of  manual  la- 
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bor,  no  nation  has  more  than  a  certain  quantity, 
nor  can  it  be  increased  at  will.  As  to  some  oper- 
ations, indeed,  its  place  may  be  supplied ,  by  ma- 
chinery ;  but  there  are  oth^  services  Which  ma- 
chinery cannot  perform  for  it,  and  which  it  must 
perform  for  itself.  A  most  important  question  for 
every  nation,  as  well  as  for  eV^ry  individual  to 
propose  to  itself,  is,  how  it  can  best  apply  that 
quantity  of  labor  which  it  is  able  to  periorm  ?    . 

Labor  is  the  great  producer  of  wealth ;  it  moves 
all  other  causes.  It  it  call  machinery  to  its  aid, 
it  is  still  employed,  not  only  in  using  the  machi- 
nery, but  in  making  it.  Now,  with  respect  to  the 
qoantiur  of  labor,  as  we  all  know,  different  nations 
are  difierently  circumstanced.  Some  need,  more 
^an  any  thinff,  work  for  hands ;  others  require 
hands  for  worE ;  and,  if  we  ourselves  are  not  ab- 
solutely in  the  latter  class,  we  are  still,  most  for- 
tunately, very  near  it.  I  cannot  find  that-  we 
have  those  idle  hands,  of  which  the  chairman  of 
Che  committee  speaks.  The  price  of  labor  is  a 
coDciusive  and  unanswerable  refutation  of  that 
idea ;  it  is  known  to  be  higher  with  us  than  in 
any  other  civilized  State,  and  thi^  is  the  greatest 
of  all  proofs  of  general  happiness.  Labor  in  t|iis 
country  is  independent  and  proud.  It  has  not  po 
ask  the  patronage  of  capital,  but  capitEil  solicits 
the  aid  of  labor.  This  is  the  general  truth,  in  re- 
gard to  the  condition  of  our  whole  population, 
although  in  the  large  cities  there  are,  doubt- 
less, many  /exceptions.  The  mere  capacity  to 
labor  in  common  agricultural  employments  gives 
to  our  young  men  the  assurance  of  ibdependenee. 
We  have  b^n  asked,  sir,  by  the  chairman  of  the 
eon^ittee^  in  a  tone  of  some  pathos,  whether  we 
will  allow  to  serfs-'  of  Russia  and  Sweden  the 
benefit  of  making  iron  for  us  ?  Let  me  inform 
the  gentleman,  sir,  that  those  same  serfs  do  not 
earn- more  than  seven  cents  a  day,  add  that,  they 
work  in  those  mines,  for  that  compensation,  be- 
cause they  are  serfs.  And,  let  me  ask  the  gentle- 
man further,  whether  we  have  any  labor  m  this 
country  that  cannot  be  bettw  employed  than  in  a 
business  which  does  not  yield  *tne  laborer  more 
than  seven  cents  a  day  ?  This,  it  appears  tome, 
is  the  true  question  for  oor  consideration.  There 
IS  no  reason  for  saying  that  we  will  work  iron  be- 
cause we  have  mountains  that  contain  the  ore. 
We  might,  for  the  same  reason,  dig  among  our 
rocks  for  the  scattered  grains  or  gold  and  silver 
which  might  be  found  there.  The  true  inquiry 
is,  can  we  pr6duoe  the  article  in  a  useful  state  at 
the  same  cost,  or  nearly  at  the  same-  cost^  or  at  any 
reasonable  approximation  towards  the  same  cost, 
at  which  we  can  import  it  ? 

Some  i^eneral  estimates  of  the  price  and  profits 
of  labor,  in  those  countries  from  vn^hich  we  import 
oor  iron,  might  be  formed  by  comparing  the  re* 
puted  products  of  different  m^nes,  and  their  prices, 
with  the  number  of  hands  employed.  ,The  mines 
of  Danemora  are  said  to  yield  about  four  thousand 
tons,  and  to  employ  in  the  mines  twelve  hundred 
workmen.  Suppose  this  to  be  worth  fifty  dollars 
per  ton ;  any  one  will  find,  by  computation,  that 
the  whole  product  would  not  pay,  in  this  country, 
for  one-quarter  part  of  the  necessary  labor.    The 


whole  Aport  of  S  weden  was  jestima  ted,  a  few  years 
ago,. at  400,000  ship-pounds,  or  about  54,000  tons. 
Comparing  this  product  with  the  number  of  work- 
men usual w  suj^posed  to  be  employed  in  the  mines 
which  produce  irob  for  exportation,  the  resuUwill 
not  greatly  differ  from  the  foregoing.  These  es- 
timates are  general,  and  might  not  conduct  us  to 
a  precise  result;  but  we  know,  from  intelligent 
travellers,  and  eye-witnesses,  that  the  price  of  la- 
bor,^ in  the  Swedish  mines,  does  not  exceed  seven 
cents  a  day.* 

The  true  reason^  sir,  why  it  is  not  our  policy  to 
compel  our  citizens  to  manufacture  our  own  iron, 
is,  that  they  are  far  better  employed.  It  is  an  un- 
productive business,  and  they  are  not  noor  enough 
to  be  obliged  to  follow  it.  If  We  faAd  more  of 
poverty,  more  of  misery,  and  som^thin^  of  servi- 
tude ;  if  we  had  an  ignorant,  idle,  starving,  popu- 
lation, we  might  set  up  for  iron  makers  against  tbe 
world. 

The  Committee  will  take  notice,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that,  under  our  present  duty,  together  with  tiie 
expense  of  traqsportation,  our  manufacturers  are 
able  to  supply  their  own  immediate  neighborhood: 
and  this  proves  tbe  magnitude  of  that  substantial 
encouragement  which  these  two  causes  coucur  to 
give.  There  is  little  or  no  foreign  >ron,  I  presume^ 
used  in  the  county  of  Lancaster.  Thi^  is  owing 
to  the  heavy  expense  of  land  carriage ;  and,  as  we 
recede  farther  from  the  coast,  the  manufacturers 
are  stHl  more  completely  secured,  as  to  their  own 
immediate  market,  against  the  competition  of  the 
imported  Articles.  But  what  they  ask,  is  to  be  al- 
lowed to  supply  the  s^acoast,  at  such  a  price  as 
shall  be  formed  by  adding  to  tbe  cost  at  the  mines 
the  expense' of  land  carriage  to  the  sek;  and  (his 
appears  to  me  most  unreasonable.  The  eifect  of 
it  would  be  to  compel  the  consumer  to  pay  the 
cost  of  two  laud  transportations ;  for,  in  the  fint 
place,  the  price  of  iron  at  the  inland  furnaces,  will 
always  be  found  to  be  at,  or  not  much'  below,  the 
price  of  the  imported  article  in  the  seaport,  and 
the  cost  6f  transportation  to  the  neighborhood  o[ 
the  furnace;  ana  to  enable  the  hoftie  product  to 
hold  a  competition  with  the  imported  in  the  sea- 

ff 

*  The  price  of  labor  in'.  Rasria  may  be  pretty  weQ 
collected  from  TooWs  <«  View  of  the  Ruasiair  Empire." 
«  The  workmen  in  tbe  mines  and  the  foundries  are, 
indeed,  all  caiUisd  master-people ;  bat  they  dieliDgaldk 
themselves  intp  mastem,  undermastersy  appreotieeer 
delvers,  servants,  carriera,  wadiers,  and^separateis.  In 
proportion  to  their  ability,  their  wijjsSt  are  T9gnht9dt 
which  J>roceed  from  fifteen  to  upwards  of  thirty  roo* 
bles  per  annum.  The  provieione  which  they  reoei^a 
from  the  magazines  are  deducted  from  this  pay.''  The 
value  of  the  rouble  at  that  time  (1799)  was  abbat 
twenty-four  pence  aterling,  or  forty-five  cenU  of  oar 
money. 

"By  the  edret  of  1799,"  it  is  added,  "a  laborer 
with  a  horse  shall  receive,  daily,  in  Summer,  twenty, 
and  in  Winter  twelve  copecks;  a  laborer,  withontt 
horse,  in  Summer,  ten,  in  Winter,  eight  copecke* 

A  copeck  is  the  hundredth  part  of  a  rouble,  or  aboat 
half  a  cent  of  our  mohey.  The  price  of  labor  m^ 
have  risen,  in  some  degree,  aince  that  period,  but  prob* 
ably  not  much. 
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port,  the  cost  of  another  transports tioa  downward, 
from  the  faroaee  to  the  coast,  must  be  added. 
Until  oar  means  of  inland  commerce  l)e  improved, 
and  the  charges  of  transportation  by  that  means 
lessened,  it  appears  to  me  wholly  impracticable, 
With  sQch  duties  as  any  one  would  thmk  of  pro- 
posing, to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  manufacturers 
of  this  atticte.  Suppose  we  were  to  add  the  diitjr 
proposed  by  this  bill,  although  it  would  benent 
the  capital  mrested  in  works  near  the  sea^  and  the 
oaTigable  rivers,  y^t  the  beneiSt  would  not  extend 
for  into  the  interior.  Where,  then,  are  we  to  stop, 
or  what  limit  is  proposed  to  us  ? 

The  freight  of  ^iron  has  been  afforded  from 
Sweden  to  the  United  Btates  as  low  as  eight*  dol- 
lars per  ton.  This  is  not  more  than  the  price  of 
fifty  miles  land  carriage.*  Stockholm,  therefore,' 
for  the  purpose  of  this  argument,  may  be  consid- 
ered as  within  fifty  miles  of  Philadelphia.  Now, 
it  is  at  once  a  just  and  a  strong  view  of  this  case, 
to  consider,  that  there  are,  within  fifty  miles  of 
oar  market,  vast  multitudes  of  persons  who  are 
willing  to  labor  in  the  production  of  this  article 
for  as,  at  the  rate  of  seven  cents  per  day,  wbile 
we  have  no  labor  Which  Vill  not  command,  upon 
the  average,  at  least  &re  or  six  times  that  amount. 
The  question  b,  then,  shall  we  buy  this  article  of 
these  manufacturers,  and  sufier-  our  own  labor  to 
earn  its  greater  reward,  or  -shall  we  employ  our 
own  labor  in  a  similar  manufacture,  and  make  up 
to  it,  by  a  tax  on  consumers,  the  loss  whi<^h  it 
most  necessarily  sustain  1 

I  proceed,  ^ir,  to  the  article  of  hemp.  Of  this 
we  imported  last  year,  in  round  numbers,  6,000 
tons,  paying  a  duty  of  $30  a  ton,  or  9180,000  on 
the  whole  amount ;  and  this  article,  it  is  to  be  re- 
membeied,  is  consumed  almost  entirely  in  the 
usages  of  narigation.  The  whole  burden  may  be 
said  to  fall  on  one  interest.  -It  is  said  we  can  pro- 
duce this  article,  if  we  will  raise  the  duties.  J^ut 
why  is  it  not  prdduced  now ;  or  whv,  at  least, 
have  we  not  seen  some  specimens?  For  the 
present  is  a  very  high  duty  when  expenses  of  im- 

?)rtaiion  are  added.  I|emp  was  purchased  at  St. 
etersbu^,  last  year,  at  $101  07  per  ton.  Charges 
attending  shipment,  &<;.,  $14  25.  Freight  may 
be  stated  at  $30  per  ton,  and  our  existing  duty  is 
$30  more.  These  three  last  sums,  being  the 
charges  of  transportation,  aitio\int  to  a  protection 
of  near  75  per  ttnu  in  favor  of  the  home  manu- 
facturer, if^ there  were  any  such.  And  we  ought 
to  coBsider,  also,  that  the  Wjce  of  bemp'at  St.  Pe- 
tersbarg  is  incrwed  by  ail  the  expense  ot  trans- 
portation fVom  the  place  of  growth  to  that  port ; 
so  that  probably  the  whole  cost  of  transpot'tation, 
from  the  pbice  of  growth  to  our  market,  including 
oar  daty,  is  equal  to  the  first  cost  of  me  article; 
or,  in  other  words^  is  a  protection  in  favor  of  our 
own  product  of  100  per  cent. . 

And  since  it  is  stated  that  we  have  great  quan- 
tities of  fine  land  for  the  production  of  hemp,  of 
which  I  have  no  doubt,  the  question  recurs,  why 
is  it  not  produced?  i  speak  of 'the  water  rotted 
hemp,  for  it  is  admitted  that  that  which  is  dew 
rotted  is  not  sufficiehUy  good  for  the  requisite 
purposes.    I  cannot  say  whether  the  cause  be  in 


climate,  in  the  process  of  rotting,  or  what  else,  but 
the  factis  certain,  that  there  is  no  American  water 
rotted  hemp  in  the  market.  We  are  acting,  there- 
fore,^ upon  a  hypothesis.  Is  it  not  reasonable  that 
those  who  say  that  tbey  can  produce  the  article, 
shall  at  least  prove  the  truth  of  that  allegation 
before  new.  taxes  are  laid  on  those  who  use  the 
foreign  commodity  ?  Suppose  this  bill  passes,  the 
price  of  hemp  is  immediately  raised  $14  80  per 
ton.  and  this  burden  falls  immediately  on  the  ship- 
builder; and  no  Dart  of  it,  for  the  present,  will  go 
foi  the  benefit  oi  the  American  grower,  because 
he  has  none  of  the  article  that  can  be  used,  nor  is 
it  expected  that  much  of  i^  will  be  produced  for  a 
considerable  time.  StUl,  the  tax  takes  effect  upon 
the  imported  article ;  and  the  shij>  owners,  to  en- 
able the  Kentucky  farmer  to  receive  an  additional 
$14  on  his  ton  of  hemp,  whenever  he  mav  be  able 
to  raise  and  manufacture  it,  pay,  in  tne  mean 
time,  an  equal  sum  per  ton  into  the  Treasury  on 
all  the  imported  hemp  which  they  are  still  obliged 
louse;  and  this  is  called^  ^protection!"  Is' this 
just,  or  fair?  A  particular  interest  is  here  bur- 
dened, not  only  for  the  benefit  of  another  particu- 
lar interest,  but  burdened  also  beyond  that,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Treasury.  It  is  said  to  be  impor- 
tant for  the  countrv  that  this' article  should  be 
raised  in  it;  then,  let  the  countrv  bear  the  ex- 
pense, and  .pay  the  bounty.  If  it  be  for  the  good 
of  the  whole,  let  the  sa(!rifice  be  made  by  the 
whole,  and  not  by  a  part.-  If  it  be  thought  useful 
and  necessary,  from  political  considerations,  to' 
enpourage  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  hemp, 
Oovemment  has  abundant  means  of  doing  it.  It 
might  give  a  direct  bounty,  and  such  a  measure 
would,  at  least,  distribute  the  burden  equally;  or, 
as  Government  itself  is  a  great  consumer  of  this 
article,  it  might  stimulate  to  confine  its  own  pur- 
chases to  the  home  product,  so  soon  as  it  should 
be  shown  to  he  of  the  pjoper  quality.  I  see  no 
objection  to  this  proceeaing,  if  it  be  thought  to  be 
an  object  to  Uncoil  rage  the  production. '  It  might 
easily,  and  perhaps  properly,  be  provided,  by  law, 
that  the  Navy  should  be  supplied  With  American 
hemp,  the  quality  being  j;ood,  at  any  price  not 
exceeding,  by  more  than  a  given  amount,  the  cur- 
rent price  of  foreign  hemp  m  our  market.  ETvery 
thing  conspires'  to  render  some  such  course  pre- 
ferable to  the  one  now  proposed.  The  encourage- 
ment in  that  way  would  be  ample;  and,  if  the 
experiment  should  succeed,  the  whole  subject 
would  be  gained :  and  if  it  should  fail,  no  consid- 
erable loss  or  evil  would  be  felt  by  any  one. 

I  stated  some  days  ago,  and  I  wish  to  renew  the 
statement,  what  was  the  amount  of  the  proposed 
augmentation  of  the  duties  on  iron  and  hemp  in 
the  cost  of  a  vessel.  Take  the  case  of  a  common 
ship,  at  300  tons,  not  coppered,  nor  copper  fastened. 

It  would  stand  thus  oy  .the  present  duties: 
14^  tons  iron,  tot  hJuU,  ac.  $15  per  ton  $217  50 
10  tons  of  hemp  at  $30  -  -  -  300  00 
40  bolts  Russia  duck  at  $2  -  -  -  80  00 
20  bolts  Ravens  duck  at  $1  25  -  -  *  25  00 
On  articles  of  ship  chandlery,  dbc.        -       40  00 

$662  50 
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The  bill  proposes  to  add : 
f|7  40  per  toD  on  iron,  which  will  be    -    $107  30 
914  80  per  ton  on  hemp,  equal  to         -      148  00 
And  on  duck,  by  the  late  amendment 

of  the  bill,  say  25  per  cent.        -        -       25  00 

•  ■        1,1 

^80  30 

But  to  the  duties  on  iron  and  hemp,  should  be 
added  those  paid  on  copper,  whenever  that  article 
is  used.    By  the  statement  which  I  furnished  the 
other  day,  it  appeared  that  the  duties  received  by 
Qovernment,  on  article?  used  in  the  construction 
of  a  vessel  of  359  tons,  with  copper  fastenings, 
amounted  to  $1,056.    With  the  augmentations  of 
this  bill,  thev  would  be  equal  to  $1,400.    Now,  I 
cannot  but  flatter  myself,  Mr. .Chairman,  that,  be- 
fore the  Committee  will  consent  to  this  new  burden 
upon  the  shipping  interest,  it  will  very  deliberately 
weigh  the  probable  consequences.    I  would  again 
urgently  solicit  its  attention  to  Xhe  condition  of 
that  interest.    We  are  told  that  Gotiemmeht  has 
protected  it,  by  discriminating  duties,  and  by  an 
exclusive  right  to  the  coasting  trade.    But  it  would 
retain  the  coasting  trade,  by  its  own  natural  ef-. 
forts,  in  like  manner,  and  with  more  certainty, 
than  it  now  retains  any  portion  of  foreign  trade. 
The  discriminating  duties  are  now  abolished,  and, 
while  they  existed,  they  were  npthing  more  than 
countervailing  measures;  not  so  much  designed 
to  give  our  navigation  an  advantage  over  that  of 
other  nations,  as  to  put  it  upon  an  equality ;  and 
we  have,  accordingly,  abolished  ours,  when  they 
have  been  willing  to  abolish  theirs.    Look,  to  the 
rate  of  freights.    Were  they  ever  lawer,  or  even 
so  low?    I  ask  gentlemen  who  know,  whether 
tiie  harbor  of  Charleston  and  the  river  of  Savan- 
nah be  not  crowded  with  ships  seekine  employ- 
ment, and  finding  none  ?    I  would  ask  the  gentle- 
men from  New  Orleans,  if  their  magnificent  Mis-- 
sis^ippi  do  not  exhibit,  for  furlongs,  a  for^t  of 
masts  7    The  condition,  sii^  of  the  shipping  inter- 
est, is  not  that  of  those  wlio  are  iasistmg  on  hifh 
profits,  or  struggling  for  monopoly ;  but  it  is  the 
condition  of  men  content  with  the  smalloBt  earn- 
ings, and  anxious  for  th^ir  bread.    The  freight  of 
cotton  has  formerly  been  threepence  sterling,  from 
Charleston  to  Liverpool,  in  time  of  peace.    It  is 
now  I  know  not  what,  or  how  many,  fractions  of 
a  penny ;  I  think,  however,  it  is  stated  at  ^re 
eignths. 

The  producers^  then,  of  this  great  staple,  are 
able,  by  means  or  this  navigation,  to  send  it,  for  a 
cent  a  pound,  from  their  own  doors  to  the  best 
market  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Chi^rman,  I  will  now  only  remind  the 
Committee  that,  while  we  ace .  proposing  to  add 
new  burdens  to  the  shipping  interest,  a  very  differ- 
ent line  of  polic)r  is  followed  by  our  great  com- 
mercial and  maritime  rival.  It  seems  to  be  an- 
nounced as  the  sentiment  of  the  Government  of 
England,  and  undoubtedly  it  is  its  real  sentiment, 
that  the  first  of  all  manufactures  is  the  manufac- 
ture of  ships.  A  constant  and  wakeful  attention 
is  paid  to  this  interest,  and  very  important  regula- 
tions, favorable  to  it,  have  bc^n  adopted  within 


the  last  year,  some  of  which  I  will  beg  leave  to 
refer  to,  with  the  hope  of  exciting  the  notice,  not 
only  of  the  Committee,  bat  of  all  others  who  may 
feel,  as  1  do,  a  deep  interest  in  this  subject  h 
the  first  place,  a  genera^  amendment  has  taken 
ptkce  in  the  register  acts,  introducing  many  nev 
provisions,  and,  among  others,  the  following  : 

A  direct  mortgage  of  the  interest  of  a  ship  is 
allowed,  without  subjecting  the  mortgagee  to  the 
responsibility  of  an  owner. 

The  proportion  ol  interest  held  by  each  owner 
is  exhibited  in  the  register,  thereby  facilitating 
both  s^les  and  mortgages,  and  giving  a  new  value 
to  shipping  among  the  moneyS  classes.  , 
.  Shares,  in  the  ships  of  co-partnerships,  may  be 
registered  as  joint  property,  and  subject  to  the 
same  rules  as  other  partnership  effects. 

Ships  may  be  registered  in  the  name  of  trustees, 
for  the  benefit  of  joint  stock  companies ;  and  many 
other  regulations  are  adopted  with  the  same  gen- 
eral view  of  tendering  (he  mode  of  holding  the 
property  as  convenient  and  as  favorable  as  pos- 
sible. 

By  another  act,  British  registered  vessels,  of 
every  description,  are  Mlowed  to  enter  into  the 
general  and  the  coasting  trade  in  the  India  seas, 
and  may  trade  to  and  from  India,  with  any  part 
of  the  world,  except  China. 

By  a  third,  all  limitations  and  restrictions,  as  to 
latitude  and  longitude,  are  -removed  from  ships 
engaged  in  the  Southern  whale  fishery.  These 
regulations,  I  presume,  have  not  been  made  with- 
out first  obtaining  the  CQnse9t  of  the  East  India 
Company ;  so  true  is  it  founds  that  real  encourage- 
ment of  enterprise  oftener  consists,  in  our  days^  in 
restraining  or  bayin|^  off  monopolies  and  prohibi- 
tions, than  in  imposing  or. extending  them. 

The  trade  with  Ireland  is  turned  into  a  free 
coasting  trade;  light  duties  have  been  reduced, 
and  various  other  beneficial  arrangements  made, 
and  still  others  proposed.  '  I  might  add,  that,  in 
favor  of  general  commerce,  and  as  showing  their 
confidence  in  the  principles  of  liberal  intercourse, 
the  British  Government  has  perfected  the  ware- 
house system,  and  authorized  a  reciprocity  of  du- 
ties with  foreign  Stateis,  ^t  the  discretion  of  the 
Privy  Council. 

This,  sir,  is  the  attention  which  our  great  ri?sl 
is  paying  to  these  important  subjects,  and  we  nay 
assure  ourselves  that,  if  we  do  not  keep  alire  a 
sense  of  our  own  interests,  she  wiU  not  only  beat 
us,  but  will  deserve  to  beat  us. 

Sir,  I  will  detain  you  no  longer.  There  are 
some  parts  of  this  bill  which  I  highly  approve; 
there  are  others  in  which  I  should  acquiesce;  but 
those  to  which  I  have  now  stated  ray  objections 
appear  to  me  so  destitute  of  all  justice,  so  burden- 
sOtne,  and  so  dangerous  to  that  interest  which  bis 
steadily  enriebed,  gallantly  defended,  and  proudly 
distinguished  us,  that  nothing  can  prevail  upon 
me  to^ive  it  mv  support. 
When  Mr.  Web8ter  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Wooo,  of  New  York,  stated  that  be  rose 
with  much  reluctance,  after  the  several  able  ana 
intelligentffentlemen  who  had  opposed  the  policy 
of  the  bill  before  the  Committee  j  nor  did  he  rise 
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so  much  with  a  view  to  reply  to  what  they  had 
adFanced,  as  to  BlAte  the  gprounds  of  his  own  rote 
— ^that  as  no  one  had  suggested  the  reasons  which 
influenced  his  opinion,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to 
state  them  to  the  Committee. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  object  of  the  bill  before 
the  Committee  is  to  aid  the  industry  of  the  coun- 
try, by  adjusting  the  proportions  t)f  the  several 
brancaes  to  the  state  of  the  country:  to  aid  the 
in  trod  action  and  progress  of  manufacturinjar  in- 
dustry, by  relieving  it  from  the  pressure  of  Euro- 
pean competition;  to  sustain  agriculture  by  pro- 
Tiding  a  domestic  market  for  provisions  and  raw 
materials ;  and  to  secure  a  permanent  and  increas- 
ing commerce  by  providing  the  materials  which 
are  necessary  to  sustain  it.    The  produce  of  in- 
dustry is  the  nutriment  of  commerce;  and  our 
shipping  cannot,  £br  any  length  of  time,  exceed 
the  number  w:hich  that  will  sustain. ' 

Peace  in  Europe  has  cut  off  the  carrying  trade, 
and  diminished  our  commerce  in  provisions,  and 
the  future  .prosperity  of  our  foreign  commerce  is 
involved  in  th4  success  of  our  domestic  manufac- 
tures. However  desirable  it  may  be  to  cherish 
and  enlarge  so  important  a  branch  of  national  in- 
dustry, it  would  be  delusive  to  expect  it  to  thrive 
and  prosper  without  employment. 

The  power  of  regulating  its  intercourse  with 
oth^r  nations  belongs  to  every  independent  gov- 
ernment. It  may  admit  the  productions  of  other 
countries,  or  exclude  them.  It  may  admit  them 
freely,  or. under  what  modifications  it  may  deem 
proper.  The  only  way  in  which  domestic  manu- 
factures can  be  aided  is,  by  the  imposition  of 
duties ;  and  this  power  in  the  distribution  of  au- 
thority between  the  General  Government  and 
those  of  the  States,  i^  allotted  to  Congress,  and 
they  have  complete' sovereignty  over  the  subject. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Gov- 
ernment to  exercise  its  powers  in  such  manner  as 
will  be  most  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the 
country. 

In  order  to  form  a  correct  judgment  on  the 
subject,  it  b  necessary  to  examine  what  are  the 
duties  of  Grovernment  in  relation  to  the  industry 
of  Its  citizens. 

This  is  an  important  branch  of  political  econo- 
my ;  but,  in  examinin|^  it,  veiy  little  aid  is  to  be 
derived- from  the  existing  treaties  on  that  subject. 

It  is  the  province  of  political  economy  to  devise 
the  means  of  promoting  the  wealth  and  happiness 
of  nations,'  and  to  aid  the  Government  in  execu- 
ting its  duties  in  relation  to  public  industry. 

The  various  writers  on  this  subject  have  em- 
ployed themselves  principally  in  abstract  and  theo- 
retical investigations  respecting  national  wealth, 
and  in  estimating  the  comparauve  value  of  differ- 
ent employments  of  capital  and  labor,  but  seem  to 
have  framed  their  several  systems  without  muc^ 
regard  to  those  elementary  principles  which  lie  at 
the  foundation  of  society,  and  have  omitted  to 
point  out  the  rules  necessary  to  euide  the  inter-^ 
ference  of  Government,  or  to  denne  the  purposes 
that  require  it,  and  are  to  be  promoted  by  in  with- 
out which,  no  system^of  economy  can  be  ol  much 
practical  utility. 


In  the  absence  of  alt  authority,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  the  exercise  of  our  own  reason, 
and  to  deduce  the  rules  that  ought  to  guide  us. 
from  the  principles  of  human  nature  and  of  civil 
society ;  and  I  shall  now  proceed^  with  the  utmost 
diffidence,  to  submit  the  result  oi  my  reflections  to 
the  candid  consideration  jtff  the  Committee. 

Grovernment  is  instituted  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  tommunity,  and  is  bound  to  coilsult  the 
food  of  the  whole;  the  very  existence  of  society 
involves  some  restraint  on  natural  risbts,  and  re* 
quires  that  particular  interests  should  be  subordi- 
nate to  the  interests  of  the  whole.  A  Government 
like  ours,  embracing  a  variety  of  climate  and  pro- 
ductions, necessarily  requires  mutual  sacrifices  to 
secure  the  general  welfare.  All  measures  relative 
to  public  industry  should  have  reference  to  the  situ- 
ation of  the  country,  the  state  of  society,  the  con- 
dition of  the  population,  and  to  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  policy  of  the  nation. 

It  is  a  constituent  principle  of  the  social  con- 
tract, that  the  property  and  employment  of  the' 
citizens  should  be  conformable  with  the  object  of 
the  association,  and  the  ends  of  its  political  in- 
stitutions. 

The  General  Government  cannot  reach  the  em- 
ployments of  industry  in  any  other  Way  than  by 
the  imposition  of  duties,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  exercise  the  power  to  advance  the  pros- 
perity of  the  nation.   . 

It  IS  the  duty  of  Government  to  introduce  and 
cherish  all  such  branches  of  industry  as  are  ne- 
cessaiy  to  supply  the  wants  and  secure  the 'de- 
fence of  the  nation.  This  policy  is  enjoined  by 
the  maxim,  that  a  nation  should,  m  time  of  peace,' 
prepare  for  war. 

A  dependence  on  other  nations  for  necessaries 
of  this  character,  might  endanger  the  safety  of  the 
nation;  our  Navy  is  a  most  precious  reliance  for 
the  defence  of  the  nation,  and  I  humbly  conceive 
it  would,  be  true  policy  to  foster  the  production  of 
the  materials  necessary  to  the  construction  and 
equipment  of  our  ship?,  rather  than  to  rely  wholly 
on  Russia  and  Sweden  for  them.  What  would 
be  our  condition  without  them  in  a  state  of  war 
with  those  Powers,  or  with  a  Power  that  could 
exclude  us  from  the  Baltic  ? 

The  establishments  necessary .  for  the  fabrica- 
tion of  clothing  and  a(ms  should  be  introduced 
at'  any  sacrifice.  No  imaginary  advantage  to  be 
derived  from  cheaper  productions  would  compen- 
sate for  the  mischiefs  that  would  result  from  the 
want  of  the  means  of  self-subsistence  ^and  self- 
defence  in  time  of  war. 

A  dependence  on  the  exchange  of  our  raw  pro- 
ductions of  agriculture  for  mandfactured  goods, 
in  tirhe  of  peace,  subjects  us  to  all  the  inconveni- 
ences that  result  from" the  changes  and  fluctuations 
of  foreign  markets. 

Foreign  markets  are  afifected  by  changes  in  the 
industry  of  the  country ;  by  changes  of  policy ;  by 
an  alteration  in  their  relations  with  other  Pow- 
ers;— and  ail  intercourse  is  suspended  by  a  war 
with  this  country.  ' 

The  exchange  of  our  raw  productions  of  agri- 
culture for  the  manufactured  goods  of  other  na 
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tioDs  adds  to  the  industry  and  wealth  of  other 
nations,  while  it  retards  the  growth  and  develop- 
tnent  of  our  own  resources.  The  industry  of  the 
nation  is  the  property  of  the  nation,  and  requires 
protection  against  tne  interference  or  encroach- 
ment of  that  of  other  nations,  as  much  as  any 
other  species  of  property. 

It  is  said  that  the  statesmen  of  Great  Britain 
are  opposed  to  the  policy  of  supporting  their  man- 
ufactures by  protecting  duties.  If  this  be  true,  it 
is  because  they  no  longer  need  support ;  they  have 
derived  all  the  benefit  that  protecting  duties  can 
0ive;  they  have  acquired  all  the  skill  and' facility 
m  production  which  can  result  from  three  hun* 
drea  years  of  protection.  By  this  policy  their  man- 
ufacturing industry  has  attained  a  perfection  which 
sets  all  competition  at  defiance.  Iier  statesmen  are 
governed  by  the  same  principle  now  as  formerly. 
It  was  then  her  interest  to  impose  restraints,  and 
it  is  now  her  interest  to  remove  them,  with  regard 
to  such  branches  as  are  beyond  competition. 

Suppose  England,  with  her  present  population, 
to  be  without  manufactures,  what  would  be  her 
course  of  policy?  She  would  be  obliged  to  send 
a  large  proportion  of  her  population  to  her  colo- 
nies,, or  to  support  them  as  paupers,  or  provide 
them  with  employn^^nt.  It  would  be.  as  impossi- 
ble for  her  to  withstand  the  overwhelming  com- 
petition of  France  and  Holland,  as  it  now  is  for 
us  to  embark  in  competition  with  her.  She  would 
find  it  necessary  to  adopt  a  sy;stem  of  the  most 
riff  id  restriction,  and  to  pursue  the  same  course  of 
policy  that  the  nation  aaopted  under  Edward  IV., 
and  lor  the  'same  reason.    .  ^ 

Every  consideration  of  interest  and  policy  re- 
quires tne  introduction  of  those  bi'anches  of  man- 
ufactures that  are  necessary  to  supply  the  wants 
apd  secure  the  defence  of  the  country. 

Ijt  is  the  duty  of  Government  to  i>rovide  employ- 
ment for  all  those  whom  the  existing  branches  of 
industry  will  not  accommodate,  and  who  are  idle 
for  want  of  employment. 

^  Production  and  consumption  are  the  great  en- 
gines of  industry.  Their  reciprocal  influence,  like 
the  opposite  powers  of  a  machine,  keep  society 
constantly  in  motion.  If  production  exceeds  con- 
sumption, idlenes!^  ensues ;  if  consumption  exceeds 
production,  it  will  produce  a  more  vigorous  indus- 
try, until  tne  balance  is  restored.  The  prosperity 
01  a  country  without  foreigfi  commerce  consists 
in  an  exact  balance  between  production  and  con- 
sumption. ' 

A  difference  in  climate,  soil,  and  industry,  in 
different  nations,  render^  tneif  respective  produc 
tiohs  liQUtually  beneficial ;  and  it  is  the  i)olicy  of 
commercial  nations  to  produce  more  than  is  neces- 
sary for  their  own  consumption,  and  to  maintain 
a  vigorous  and  diversified  industry,  by  the  mutual 
exchange  of  their  peculiar  productions. 

A  limited  portion  of  the  population  of  every 
aifricultural  country  is  adequate  to  the  supply  of 
its  wants.  The  number  of  the  surplus  is  different 
in  different  cbun tries,  and  is  modined  by  climate, 
soil,  and  state  of  society.  In  Great  Britain,,  it  is 
stated  by  Lowe,  that  33  per  cent,  of  the  popula- 
tion supply  the  country  with  provi^sions ;  46  per 


cent  are  engaged  in  trade  and  manufactures; 
and  that  21  per  cent,  jcoroprise  all  the  unproduc- 
tive classes.  From  his  tables  of  production,  coa- 
sumption,  and  exportation,  it  appears  that,  of  the 
number  ensaged  in  manufactures,  28.  per  ceot. 
supply  the  domestic  consumption, and  18  percent. 
are  employed'  for  exportation,  or  foreign  coa- 
sumption.K 

In  the  United  States,  it  appears,  from  the  re- 
turns of  the  last  census,  that  83  per  cent  of  oor 
population  are  engaged  in  agriculture,  and  odIj 
4^  in  trade  and  manufactures. 

The  market  which  has  heretofore  sustained  tlie 
excess  of  our  agricultural  indusfty.  is  diminished; 
and,  allowing  one-half  of  our  population  to  be  able 
to  supply  us  with  provisions,  and  an  agriculturist 
to  produce  as  much,  here  as  in  Great  Britain,  33 
per  cent  of  our  population  do* not  produce  what 
less  than  half  the  number  could  produce,  with 
the  inducement  of  a  market  The  unproductire 
classes,  with  siich  as, are  unoccupied  iorwantpf 
employment,  make  up  the  remaining  1^§  per  cent 
of  our  population. 

It  is  estimated  that  one-half  of  our  populatioa 
would  be  competent  to  supply  the  country  with 
provisions;  that  25  per  ceot  could  furnish  uj 
with  the  necessary  manufactures  ;  that  10  per 
cent,  would  embrace  all  the  unproductive  classes^ 
and  that  the  remaining  15  per  cent,  miffht  be  em- 
ployed in  agriculture  or  manufactures  for  export- 
ation. 

-Whether  the  population  of  a  country  is  more  or 
less  numerous,  without  a  foreign  market,  a  por- 
tion of  the  population  will  be  without  any  sure 
and  constant  employment ;  the  production  will 
exceed  the  consumption  of  the  country,  and  new 
branches  of  industry  will  become  necessary. 

The  permanent  excess  of  production  over  con- 
sumption is  the  only  correct  criterion  byr  which 
the  necessity  of  a  division  of  labor  is  to  be  deter- 
mined. This  does  not  depend  on  &oy  pdrticulai 
ratio  of  thie  population  to  the  extent  ol  country,  or 
to  the  square  mile.  This  is  altogether  arbitrary 
and  uncertain. 

It  has  been  alleged  that  the  United  States  are 
not  populous  enough  for  manufactures ;  that  Great 
Britain  contains  165  to  a  ^uare  mile,  and  that 
the  whole  territory  of  the  United  States  does  not 
contain  four  to  a  square  mile. 

It  would  have  been  as  fair  to  havtf  added  Can- 
ada and  New  Holland  to  Great  Bjit&in,  as  the 
region  beyond  the  Mississippi  to  the  United  States; 
and  that  would  have  made  the  ratio  less  unequal. 
Lowe  estimates  the  population  of  England,  in 
1377,  sonie  time  after  the  woollen  manufactore 
was  established  in  that  country,  at  2,300,000| 
which  is  only  about  forty-six  to  a  square  mile; 
which  is  less  than  that  of  some  of  the  States  j  ana 
states,  that  there  were  only  eighteen  towns  thst 
contained  above  3,000  inhabitanu.  The  superior 
capacity  of  the  United  Stales  for  manufactures, « 
so  obvious,  that  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to 
make  the  comparison. 

It  is  not  the  density  of  population  in  the  coun- 
try, but  the  collection  of  people  in  towns  and  Til- 
lages, that  facilitates  a  division  of  labor  wd  m- 
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nishes  a  sufficieocy  of  hands,  and  a  maiket,  that 
ivUi  support  a  diversified  industry.  There  is  no 
certain  rule,  but  the  one  before  stated ;  when  pro- 
duction exceeds  consumption,  and  a  portion  of  the 
people  are  without  occupation,  for  want  of  em- 
ployment, the  period  has  arrived  when  a  division 
of  labor  has  become  necessafy.  This  rule  is  cer- 
tain, simple,  without  ambiguity,  and  admits  of 
universal  application. 

The  disposition,  or  employment  of  the  surplus 
popalation.  is  a  proper  subject  of  legisiatii^e  regu- 
lation. This'involves  no  interference  with  private 
rights,  and  is  no  violation  of  the  freedom  of  indus- 
try 'y  the  object  is  to  provide  employment  for  those 
wuo  have  none,  whose  industry  is  repressed  by 
the  policv  or  interfering  industry  of  other  nations, 
and  whicn  nothing  short  of  legislative  interference 
can  relieve. 

The  growth  of  our  manufactures  is  as  effectual- 
4y  prevented  by  the  moral  restraints  im[)osed  bv 
tike  superior  advantages  of  those  countries  with 
whom  we  (lave  a  free  and  regular  commercial  in- 
tercourse, as  if  they  were  under  legal  restrictions, 
and  no  power  Jess  than  that  of  the  nation  can  con- 
trol those  obstacles. 

This  is  an  important  branch  of  public  policy ;  it 
is  the  true  foundation  of  political' economy,  the 
basis  of  national  wealth ;  every  system  that  is  not 
erected  on  this  foundation,  rests  on'the  sand* 

The  interfei'ence  of  Government  to'  secure  em- 
ployment to  this  class  of  the  population,  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  render  the  nation  industrious. 
Industry  will  always  be  in  proportion  to  its  re- 
ward. If  a  farmer  has  to  market  for  his  surplus  > 
productions,  the  supply  of  his  own  wants  wtu  be 
the  measure  of  his  exertions ;  and  if  there  be  no 
foreign  demand  for  the  ^surplus  produce  of  the 
country,  the  industry  of  the  nation  Will  be,limUed 
to  the  supply  of  the  nation.  The  want  of  a  mar- 
ket for  surplus  productions  as  effectually  limits 
the  exertions  of  industry,  as  if  the  sjirplus  was  lia- 
ble to  the  grasp  of  a  licensed  plunderer,  as  is  now 
'  the  case  in  Turkey.  Whether  the  surplus  of  the 
farmer^perishes-on  his  hands,  or  is  taken  from  him 
by  force,  the  effect  on  industry  is  the  same. 

It  is  the  policy  of  Government  to/prdvide  ob-. 
jects  for  the  occupation  of  all  the  citizens.  The 
general  prevalence  of  industry  among  the  gr^t 
mass  of  the  people  is  indispensable  to  good  order, 
peace,  and  domestic  seourity  ;  lo  prevent  idleness, 
pauperism,  and  crime,  and  all  those  mischiefs 
which  usually  result  from  an  unocpupied  and  ne- 
cessitous populalioUb 

The  interference  of  Government  to  provide 

employment  for  labor,  is  necessary  to  encourage 

marriage  and  foster  the  increase  of  population. 

The  increase  of^pulation  is  usually  in  proportign 

to  the  means  of  acquiring- subsistence.    Man  is 

the  only  being  on  earth  that  is  endowed  with 

moral  and  intellectual  powers — to  multiply  the 

number,  is  to  subserve  the  designs  of  Providence, 

by   extending  th^  empire  of  moral  excellence; 

numbefs  also  contribute  to  the  wealth  and  glory 

of  a  nation. 

Marriage  lies  at  the  foundation  of  society ;  it 
involves  the  tenderest  relations  of  life;  is  i^e  nur- 


sery of  all  the  virtues,  and  the  constant  scene  of 
their  exercise.  It  is  in  domestic  society  that  the 
principles  of  order,  subordination,  industry,  and 
virtue,  are  acquirea,  and  youth  are  trained  lor  the 
duties  of  riper  years.  An  inability  to  provide 
support  for  a  family  deters  from  marriaj^,  and 
retards  the  inerease  of  population  i  it  is  fostered 
by  a  thriving  state  of  society-^by  peace  and  secu- 
nty< — and  by  all  those  moral  and  physical  causes 
which  encourage  industry  and  insure  its  reward. 

Again,  the  interference  of  Government  to  pro- 
cure employment  for  the  surplus  population  is.  re- 
quired to  increase  the  wealth  of  the  nation. 

'National  wealth  consists  in  the  improvements 
and  productions  of  industry,  and  in  the  general 
distribution  of  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life 
among  the  great  body  of  the  people 

The  great  sources  of  national  wealth  are  agri- 
Culture,  manufactures,  internal  trade,  and  foreigu 
commerce.  Each  of  these  branches'  of  business 
contributes  more  or  less  to  sustain  the  industry  of 
the  nation — united  they  multiply  the  operations 
of  labor,  and  lay  the  most  secure  and  solid  foun- 
dation for  the  increase  of.  consumable  commodi- 
ties, the  genuine  ingredients  of  national  wealth. 
It  is  necessary  to  the  health  of  the  body  politic, 
that  each  of  these  branches  should  be  in  propor- 
tion to!t)fte  peculiar  office  which  it  is  destined  to 
perform  in  th|e  operations  of  the  industry  of  the 
nation. 

A  d proportion  in  the  organs  necessary  to  ena- 
ble it  to  perform  its  proper  lunctions,  detorms  so- 
ciety ^S'mucb  as  a  disproportion  in  the  necessary 
membeors  would  deform  the  human  body — they 
are  all  necessary,  and  intimately  connected — the 
prosperity  of  one  is  interwaven  with  that  of  the 
other. 

Agriculture  furnishes  subsistence  and  raw  mar 
teriaTs — manufacturing  industry  fabricates  and  im- 
proves the  raw  materials  for  use  and  consump- 
tion, and  fornishes  a  new  stock  of  rich  and  valu- 
able articles,  which  commerce  exchanges  for  the 
pcoduce '  and  manufabtures  of  other  countries. 
The  invention  of  modern  times  has  greatly  aided 
and  extended  manufacturing  industry,  by  furnish- 
ing the  means  of  supplying  (he  place,  and  avoid- 
ing the  expense  of  manual  labor,  by  machinery. 

The  annual  production  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  exclusive  of  pasture  and  food  for  beasts, 
is  estimated  by  Mr.  Lowe  at  je330,000,000,  which 
is  derived  from  the  following  sources : 

Agriculture     -       -       -       -£117,000,000 

Mm^s  and  minerals,  including 
coal     --.-•- 

Manufactures  -•       -       -       - 

Internal  trade  and  banjcing     - 

Foreign  commerce  and  shipping 

Coasting  trade         ... 

Fisheries,  exclusive   of  New- 
foundland    -        -. 

Foreign  income  remitted 


9,000,000 

114,000,000 

35,000,000 

46,000,000 

2,000,000 

2,000,000 
.  5,000,000 


je330,000,000 

Manufactures  contribute  more  than  twenty- five 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  production — the  income 
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from  internal  trade  is  less  than  that  from  foreign 
commerce.  This  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  limited 
extent  of  the  country.  Internal  trade  increases 
with  the  extent  of  the  country,  the  varietyr  of  cli- 
mate it  embraces,  and  the  faiiilities  of  its  internal 
communication.  The  internal  trade  of  China  is 
said  to  be  equal  to  the  whole  trade  of  the  several 
States  of  Europe  with  each  other* 

It  is  stated  in  an  official  report  that  the  exports 
and  imports  of  France  in  1789  amounted  to  nearly 
800.000,000  of  francs,  and  that  the  whole  was  not 
a  fifteenth  part  of  her  internal  commerce. .  The 
profits  of  the  industry  which  manufactured  and 
internal  trade  put  in  motion,  are  earned  within 
the  country,  and  operate  exolusi vdj  for  its  bene- 
fit, by  augmenting  thp  income  and  improving  the 
resources  of  the  country,  while  foreign  commerce 
benefits  the  industry  and  resources  of  all  nations 
indiscriminately. 

No  country  on  earth  has  so  ihany  natural  fa- 
cilities for  internal  intercourse  as  the  United 
States,  and  in  no  country,  when  our  resources 
come  to  be  fully  developed,  will  it  be  more  pro- 
ductive. 

Again,  the  interference  -of  Qovernment  in  rela- 
tion to  its  surplus  population,  is  necessary  to  fix 
the  character  and  policy  of  the  nation,  it  is  the 
occupation  or  employment  of  the  surplus  popula- 
tion that  forms  the  political  character  or  the 
nation. 

The  policy  which  we  have  heretofore  pursued 
was  adapted  to  the  existing  state  of  the  country 
in  relation  to  the  war  in  Europe,  but  is  not  suited 
to  the  cfeW  state  of  things  which  nas  resulted  from 
a  general  peace ;  nor  is  the  political  character  of 
the  nation  fully  settled ;  our  moral  and  physical 
energies  may  be  devoted  to  war  dbd ,  conquest, 
or  to  peace  and  the  cultivation  of  the  arts,  which 
improve  and  adorn  society  according  to  the  dir 
rectioi>  we  give  to  the  pasaions  of  our  surplus 
population. 

Men  are  governed  by  their  passions;  and  it  is 
the  province  of  a  wise  Gk)vemment  to  avail  itself 
of  the  passions  of  the  people,  and  to  render  them 
subservient  to  the  true  interest  of  thfe  nation. 
That  to  which  it  f  i^es  the  ascendency,  charac- 
terizes the  poliev  of  the' nation,  and  fixes  its  des- 
tiny— ^this  will  De  illustrated  by  a  recurrence  to 
history. 

It  was  the  policy  of  the  Romans  to  render  every 
other  pa^ion  subservi/ent  to  the  love  of  military 
glory,  and  that  formed  the  distinguishing  trait  in 
their  national  character.  The  Greeks  gave  the 
ascendency  to  the  love  of  literary  fame,  and  that 
formed  the  most  prominent  feature  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  nation. 

These  two  nations  are  thus  characterized  by  the 
great  Roman  poet,  in  the  form  of  an  ancient 
prophecy,  depicting  their  future  destinies : 

Excudent  alii  «pirantia  molUus  era, 
Credo  eqaidem ;'  vivos  dncent  de  marmore  valtos ; 
Orabunt  causas  melias :  CGeliqae  meatus  \ 

Betcribent  radio,  et  sargentia  adders  dicent; . 
Tu  regere  imperio  populos,  Romane,  memento : 
H«  tibi  ernnt  artes:  pacisque  imponere  morem, 
Parcera  sabjactis,  at  debellare  tuparbos. 


'*  Let  others  better  mould  the  running  maM 
Of  metab ;  and  inform  the  breathing  brass ; 
And  soften  into  fleah  a  marble  face ; 
Plead*  better  at  the  bar,  describe  the  skies, 
And  when  the  stars  descend,  and  when  they  rise ; 
But,  Rome,  'tis  thine  alone,  with  awful  sway, 
To  rale  mankind,  and  make  the  world  obey  ! 
Disposing  peace  and  war — thy  own  majestic  swaj— 
To  tame  the  proud — the  fettered  slave  to  free ;~ 
These  are  imperial  arts,  and  worthy  thee !" — Dbibii. 

r  « 

The  disposition  of  the  surplus  population  has 
formed  the  character  and  policy  of  every  natioD. 

It  was  the  policy  of  Egypt  and  India,  as  it  is 
that  of  China,  to  avoid  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations,  and  to  live  within  themselves.  They 
employed  their  surplus  population  in  vast  militaij 
establishments,  and  in  public  works.  To  thu 
policy  must  be  ascribed  the  cankls,  the  magnifi- 
cent temples,  and  the  pyramids  of  Egypt,  and  to 
the  same  policy  must  be  ascribed  the  great  wall 
and  the  canals  of  China.  They  were  obliged  to 
preserve  a  balance  between  the  different  depart- 
ments of  industry,  in  order  to  secure  the  subsist- 
ence of  the  nation ;  every  occupation  is  discouraged 
in  China  that  would  be  likely  to  draw  from  agri- 
culture the  proportion  necessary  to  sif^bsist  the 
nation. 

-  So  nicely  is  the  balance  of  proHncf  ion  and  con- 
sumption adjusted,  that  foreign  commerce,  by  di- 
vertmg  labor  from  agriculture  to  manufactures, 
would  endanger  the  subsistence  of  the  nation. 
.  It  is  not  from  caprice,  therefore,  but  on  the 
soundest  maxims  of  her  policy)  that  China  inter- 
dicts the  extension  of  foreign  commerce  to  her 
citizens. 

The  effect  of  an  anti-commercial  poIic]r  is  to 
limit  industry,  and  to  multiply  the  proportion  of 
unproductive  hands;  to  retard  the  progress  of  im- 
provement ;  to  keep  the  nation  -stationary ;  to  ren- 
der it  selfish  and  unsocial ;  and  to  cherish  a  spint 
of  jealousy  and.  hostility  towards  other  nations. 

The  policy  of  Rome  was  war  and  extension  of 
empire.  She  had  no  friendly  intercourse  with 
other  nlitions,  and  employed  the  whole  of  her 
surplus  population  in  her  armies.  The  lore  of 
military  glory  absorbed  everv  other  passion:  to 
be  distinguished  in  war  was  tne  highest  ambition 
of  her  Consuls,  and  her  soldiers,  and  militj|fT 
prowess  formed  the  themes  of  her  poets  and  his- 
torians. This  policy  was  hostile  to  the  peace  and 
independence. of  ail  nations,  and  ultimatelf  sub- 
jected them  to  her  dominion,  and  rendered  ber 
the  mistress  of  the  world. 

In  Europe,  before  the  decline  of  the  feudal  sys- 
tem, every  man  was  a  3oldier.  To  that  system 
succeeded  the  practice  of  employing  mereenario 
in  time  of  war,  who  in  peace  uyrmed  a  banditti, 
and  covered  Europe  with  repine  and  disorder,  lo 
relieve  the  country  from  this  scourge,  recour* 
was  had  to  standing  armiei,  in  which  the  surplus 
population  was  employed. 

After  the  discovery  of  America,  and  the  passage 
to  India  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  surplo* 
population  of  Europe  was  taken  off  by  c<^^°^^ 
tion.  In  the  meantime,  the  arts  were  introdocca 
into  Italy  from  Constaatinopie.    Towns  were 
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erected,  with  certain  immanities  faTorable'to  lib- 
erty and  industry.    The  influence  of  these  com- 
munities, in  aidinjg[the  sovereigns  to  carb  the  power 
of  the  nobility ;  in  suppressing  robbery ;  in  re- 
pressing the  spirit  of  war,  by  giving  employment 
to  the  people ;  in  improving  agriculture,  and  in 
increasing  the  comforts  of  society,  and  the  wealth 
of   the   country,   procured    their   establishment 
throughoat  Europe.     .These  communities  were 
the  birth-place  and  nursery  of  manufactures  in 
different  countries,  and  are  enumerated  by  all  the 
writers  on  the  subject,  as  one  of  the  principal 
causes  of  civilization  in  Europe.    A  demand  for 
the  products  of  industry,  which  pervades  society 
in  every  stage  of  its  progress,  rendered  intercourse 
between  the. several  nations  more  frequent,  re- 
moved their  mutual  jealousies  and  prejudices, 
which  had  kept  them  in  perpetual  wars,  and  im- 
proved the  manners  and  ameliorated  the  condition 
of  the  people. 

Commerce  and  manufactures  introduced  a  new 
era  in  the  history  of  Europe.  The  several  nations 
adopted  a  policy  more  congenial  with  thd  natural 
rights  of  men  and  the  improved  state  of  society 
than  war. 

The  good  effects  of  industry  in  tempering  the 
violence  of  the  passions,  and  in  enlisting  them  on 
the  side  of  lainr  and  order^  led  the  sovereigns  of 
Europe  to  foster  the  establishments  of  industry  in 
their  dominions.  New  objects  of  desire  brought 
new  passions  into  exercise,  and  secured  the  asceq- 
dency  of  that  which  is  more  universal  and  con- 
stant in  its  operation  than  any*  other,  and  better 
adapted  to  the  ends  of  the  social  union. 

Thev  are  thus  taught  by  experience  to  estimate 
the  influence  of  the  passions  on  iociety,  and  the 
importance  of  giving  eflfect  to  that,  the  prevalence 
of  which  is  idtimately  oonnected  with  the  peace, 
order,  and  prosperity,  of  society ;  the  great  secret 
of  modAn  policy — the  true  foundation  of  public 
security. 

The^  sobstkoted  the  love  of  property  for  the 
love  oi  military  glorjr,  and  lessened  the  induce- 
ments to  war  by  making  peace  the  interest  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people,  by  a  productive  industry. 
This  policy  characterizes  all  their  regulations  ^at 
are  intended  to  secure  employment  to  their  surplus 
popolation.  They  encouraged  manufactures  by 
seeoring  to  them  the  domestic  market,  and  by 
providing  a  market  for  them  in  other  nations,  by 
stipulations  with  those  nations  for  the  matoal  ex* 
change  of  their  productions. 

The  effect  of  which  policy  is  to  increase  the 
qnantitjr  of  industry^— to  lessen  the  number  of  un- 
prodnctive  bands — to  facilitate  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence and  comfort,  and  toirender  the  whole  pop- 
ulation contented  and  happy. 

The  United  States  since  tnev  were  independent, 
have  nntU  recently,  found  it  their  interest  to  con- 
tinue the  policy  that  was  imposed  on  them  by 
Great  Britain  while  colonies ;  they  bare  devoted 
themselves  almost  exclusively  to  agriculture,  and 
have  exported  their  provisions  and  raw  materials, 
and  exchanged  them  for  the  manufactured  goods 
of  other  countries,  and  chiefly  for  those  of  Great 
Britain. 


While  the  war  in  Europe  continued,  the  demand 
for  our  provisions  created  an  active  industry,  and 
ftirt  employment  to  all  our  citizens.  The  peace 
m  Europe,  oy  enabling  those  countries  to  augment 
the  products  of  agriculture,  has  destroyed  the  de- 
mand for  our  provisions,  and  has  left  us  without  a 
market  for  our  surplus  productions,  or  with  a  very 
limited  one ;  many  articles  of  agricultural  produce 
cannot  be  sold  for  the  cost  of  production  ;  this  has 
paralyzed  agricultural  industry ;  the  farmers  have 
contracted  their  operations  and  diminished  the 
number  of  their  hands. 

Improved  land  has  fallen,  and  become  the  most 
unprofitable  subject  for  the  investment  of  capital. 
The  whole  estimate  of  real  estate  in  New  York 
fell  18  per  cent,  under  the  advantage  of  a  vast  ex- 
penditure, from  1815  to  1821.  Many,  who  a  few 
years  since,  puf chased  their  farms  on  credit,  have 
been  obliged  to  sell  them  at  a  sacrifice.  In  many 
cases  of  partial  payments,  farms  have  been  sold 
for  less  than  the  sum  for  which  they  were  mort- 
gaged, and  the  owners  are  ruined.  The  uncer- 
tainty of  a  market  for  the  productions  of  agricul- 
ture forbids  purchases  on  credit,  and  a  large  class 
of  industrious  citizens  are  without  any  certain  or 
constant  means  of  employment. 

Our  manufacturers  are  excluded  from  our  own 
markets  as  well  as  from  those  of  other^  countries 
by  the  superior  advantages  of  British  manufac- 
turers. Their  industry  languishes,  and  many  of 
them  are  thrown  out  of  employment,  as  well  as 
the  farmers ;  many  of  our  forges  are  abandoned } 
factories  erected  at  great  expense,  are  shut  up; 
many  flouring  mills  are  idle,  and  many  vessels  are- 
lyinff  at  our  wharves  for  want  of  freight.  The 
number  of  paupers,  especially  that  ■  class  which 
require  only  occasional  relief,  israpidly  increasing. 
The  expense  of  paupers  in  New  York  increased 
from  1815  to  1822,  from  ^45,000  to  $470,000. 

Permanent  paupers  to  the  whole  population  in 

England  are  in  the  ratio  «  -  of  1  to    22 

In  Pennsylvania       -  -  -  of  1  to  265 

In  Delaware     -        -  -  -  of  1  to  227 

In  New  York  -        -  .  -  of  1  to  220 

In  Connecticut         -  -  -  of  1  to  150 

In  New  Hampshire  -  -  -  of  1  to  100 

In  Massachusetts      •  -  -  of  1  to    68 

Perseverance  in  our  present  condition  will  in- 
crease and  aggravate'  these  evils.  It  is  the  settled 
policy  of  the  manufacturing  nations  of  Europe  to 
derive  the  means  of  subsistence  from  their  own 
soil,  and  without  a  markjet  for  our  surplus  produc- 
tions or  a  division  of  labor  by  the  introduction  of 
new  benches  of  industry,  a  portion  of  our  popu* 
lation  will  be  without  Employment 

What  is  the  true  policy  of  tne  nation  in  relation 
to  its  surplus  population  1 

No  plan  will  afford  permanent  relief  that  is  not 
calculated  to  embrace  the  whole  mass  of  our  sur- 
plus population  in  every  stage  of  society  to  the  ut- 
most extent  of  its  future  increase.  It  is  calculated 
that  the  United  States  will,  at  no  ver^  distant  pe- 
riod, contain  200,000,000  people,  and  if  we  divide 
this  population  as  that  of  Great  Britain  is  now  di- 
videdi  the  surplus  will  amount  to  36,000,000,  of 
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which,  at  least  3,600,000  will  be  men  cabbie  of 
bearing  arms. 

The  whole  of  these  people  must  be  supported ; 
Government  must  enable  them  to  support  them- 
selves, or  must  support  them,  or  they  will  be  com- 
pelled to  seek  subsistence  by  means  less  favorable 
to  the  peace  and  good  order  of  society.  It  is  the 
province  of  a  wise  polic^  to  guard  by  prudential 
provisions  against  an  event  so  unpropitious  as  the 
last.  ^ 

The  direction  which  .we  now  give  to  the  em- 
ploYmen't  of  our  surplus  population  is  of  the  high- 
est importance;  it  is  destined  to  endure  for  ages, 
to  fix  the  character  and  policy  of  an  immense  em-, 
pire,  and  through  its  influence  to  affect  the  moral 
condition  of  the  world. 

Government  must  mould  the  passions  to  its 
Yiews,  or  the  passions  will  mould  the  Government 
to  suit  their  gratification :  let  the'current  ofice  take 
its  course^  you  in  vain  attempt  to  change  its  di- 
rection ;  It  wears  a  deeper  and  deeper  channel,  till 
at  length  every  impediment  that  ca^  be  interposed 
to  obstruct  its  progress,  will  be  swept  away  by  its 
impetuosity. 

The  time  has  arrived,  in  the  progress  of  society 
in  the  United  States^  when  a  division  of  labor  has 
become  necessary;  it  will  not  be  possible  much 
longer  to  prevent  it ;  prudence  requires  that  we 
should  make  provision  for  its  introduction.  If  we 
forbear  to  refuse  to  act,  a  policy  may  be  forced 
on  us  which  may  be  contrary  to  our  wishes,  and 
hostile  to  the  interests  of  the  nation.  We  must 
direct  the  course  of  o6r  policy,  or  accident  will 
determine  it.  We  may  now  direct  and  control 
the  popular  passions ;  we  may  give  them  an  im- 
pulse that  may  fix  the  character  and  policy  of  the 
nation  conformable  to  our  wishes :  but  an  attempt 
to  restrain  them,  when  once  they  have  become  in- 
flamed by  a  favorite  pursuit,  would  be  in  vain. 

There  are  only  three  courses  for  us  to  pursue: 
we  must  adopt  the  policy  of  China,  of  Rome,  or 
.of  modern  Europe; 

The  policy  ot  China  is  unsocial,  hostile  to  in- 
dustry, to  population,  to  the  cultivation  of  the  in- 
tellectual powers,  and  to  all  those  improvements 
that  are  derived  from  the  mutual  intercourse  of 
nations. 

It  would  be  incompatible  with  our  moral  feel- 
ings and  habits,  as  well  as  views  of  national  pros- 
perity, to  imitate  the  policy  of  that  singular  Gov-* 
em  men  t. 

Shall  we  adopt  that  of  Rome,  and  employ  our 
surplus  population  in  wars,  for  the  extension  of 
empire?  A  military  policy  would  require  that 
the  whole  energies  ot  the  nation  should  be  directed 
to  the  improvement  of  its  physical  for«e;  that  a 
military  spirit  should  peryade  the  Ration ;  that  the 
love  of  military  glory  should  -absorb  every  other 
passion;  and  that  distinction  in  war  should  be- 
come the  highest  object  of  ambition. 

Conquests  must  be  achieved,  the  empire  must  be 
enlarged,  your  generals  must  be  rewarded  with  the 
governments  of  the  conquered  countries,  and  your 
treasury  supplied  by  taxes  levied  on  them. 

What  would  be  the  end  of  this  policy  ?  Lift 
the  veil  that  hides  futurity  from  your  view ;  cast 


?our  eyes  down  the  long  vista  of  time ;  behold  a 
uture  Pompey  returning  from  bis  government, 
loaded  with  wealth  and  military  honors,  seeldng 
a  new  command ;  behold,  on  the  other  hand,  a  fu- 
ture Ciesar,  preferring  his  claim  to  a  choice  of  the 
provinces,  and  returning  with  his  legions  to  sop- 
port  his  pretensions;  see  the  State. divided,  du- 
tracted,  and  terrified,  by  the  conflict  between  these 
mighty  conquerors.  The  sword  decides  the  con- 
test; victory  inclines  for  Cassarj^and  now.  with- 
out a  rival,  he  is  no  longer  satisfied  with  oaif  of 
the  empire,  he  claims  the  whole ;  and  the  Senate, 
the  last  hope  of  the  Republic,  overawed  by  his  fo^ 
tune,  submits  to  the  conqueror,  and  liberty  ex- 
pires 1 

Who  can  contemplate  this  picture,  without 
shrinking  from  the  thought  of  a  militaiy  policy? 

What  has  happened  may  happen  again ;  humn 
nature  is  the  same  in  every  age,  and  the  tendencf 
of  the  passions,  in  like  circumstances,  is  the  same. 
The  spirit  of  conquest  lessens  th«  force  bf  dome*- 
tic  attachments,  relaxes  the  ties  that  hind  societf 
together,  and  enfeebles  the  restraints  of  moral  ob- 
ligation. 

The  spirit  of  the  age,  the  state  of  societv,  ou 
local  situatioiK  and  tM  ptincii^  of  our  political 
institutions,  forbid  our  adopting  the  policy  of 
Rome,  or  becoming  a  confquering  nation. 

Our  true  policy  consists  in  the  improvement  of 
6ur  physical  and  moral  condition,  not  in  the  ex- 
tension of  empire.  It  is  our  interest,  in  imitation 
of  the  policy  of  modern  Europe,  by  a  productire 
industry,  to  give  employment  to  all  oar  citizens^ 
to  insure  the  means  of  subsistence  to  all — to  make 
peace  the  interest  of  all^  by  a  community  of  inte^ 
ests,  by  a  common  participation  in  the  eBJoymeats 
of  society,  jand  by  ail  those  ties  by  which  the  so- 
cial up  ion  is  cemented,  and  the  country  endeared 
to  ixs  citizens. 

The  only  practicable  cour^  to.efiect  these  |mu^ 
poses  is  to  introduce  and  foster  a  branch  of  indus* 
try  which  will  contribute  to  the  sOppiy  of  our  own 
wants  and  will  furnish  productions  which  are  in 
detnand  in  other  countries,  and  to  secure  a  market 
for  them,  by  establishing  comipercial  intercourse 
w'lth  those  countries.  Noi>ranch  of  industry  can 
be  compared  with  manufactures  in  this  respect 

Most  nations  raise  their  own  prowsiona,  bat  few 
supply  themselves  wholly  with  manufactated 
foods.  There  are  no  commodities  for  which  there 
is  so  universal  and  uniform  a  marke^^they  are  an 
object  of  desire  to  the  civilized  maiLand  to  tbesar^ 
age :  the  demand  for  them  is  co-extensive  with  the 
habitable  eartb,  and  will  be  coeval  with  its  dura- 
tion. . 

The  durable  nature  of  most  manufactures,  an4 
the  general  demand  for  them,  render  them  mucA 
fitter  to  sustain  the  changes  and  fluctuations « 
foreign  markets,  than  the  productions  of  agncw- 
ture. 

The  labor  of  that  portion  of  our  populatiflBj 
which  exceeds  the  number  necessary  to  maintaiA 
our  present  rate  of  agricultural  prodoctio^" 
competent  to  produce  the  greater  part  oi  necessary 

manufactures.  uj-  ii* 

The  establishment  of  manufactures  wooW  dirio* 
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the  labor  of  agriculture  between  provisions  and 
raw  materials,  would  famish  a  domestic  market 
for  a  portion  of  them,  and  would  reduce  the  sur- 
plus for  exportatioQ  within  the  limits  of  the  de- 
mand for  foreign  consumption. 

The  introduction  of  manufacturing  establish- 
ments ampng  us  cannot  be  effected  without  some 
difficulty ;  but  the  advantages  that  will  result  to 
the  community  will  compensate  for  the  sacrifice. 

Such  are  the  advantages  of  the  British  manu- 
facturer over  the  American,  that  the  duties  here-^ 
tofore  laid,  together  with  ail  the  incidental  ex- 
penses, do  not  prevent  his  underselling  him  in  our 
own  market,  except  in  a  few  cases  in  which  they 
-were  intended  to  be  (Prohibitory.  The  superiority 
of  the  British  manufacturer  results  frooOi  low 
-wages,  which  lessen  the  price  of  production,  and 
an  unlimited  market,  which  enables  him  to  sell  for 
a  smaU,  profit,  or  at  a  low  price.  The  price  of 
labor  is  in  proportion  to  the  expense  of  living  and 
the  scarcity  of  hands.  There  is  very  little  differ- 
ence in  the  expense  of  living ;  clothing  is  dearer, 
but  provisions  are  cheaper  here  than  there.  The 
expense  of  A  pauper  is  very  nearly  the  same  in  the 
t^ro  countries.  ' 

Hands  are  scarcer  and  common  laborers  live 
better  here  than  in  Great  Bi;iUiin;  this  last  cir- 
cumstance is  the  result  of  the  state  of  society,  and 
the  equality  of  our  political  institutions,  and  it  is 
not  the  wish  of  patriotism  that  it  should  be  other- 


Hands  are,  however,  in  sufiftcient  numbers  for 
the  establishments  that  would  be  erected  for  some 
time  to-  come„  and  the  number  will  increase  as 
they  may  be  r^uired  for  new  employments.  Be- 
sides, the  price  of  labor  is  relative,  it  is  in  propor- 
tion to  the  compensation  of  other  employments, 
and  the  price  of  all  other  things,  and  the  differ- 
ence is  almost  wholly*  done  i^ay  by  the  use  of 
machinery. 

The  American  capitalist- has  no  encouragement 
to  invest-  his  capital  in  manufacturing  establish- 
ments,, unless  he  can  be  assured  of  the  domestic 
market,  and  this  cannot  be  assured  to  him  in  any 
other  way  than  by  the  imposition  of  duties  equal 
to  the  difference  in  the.  price  at  which  the  Britis^ 
and  American  manufacturer  can  aflbrd  to  sell  the 
same  article  in  our  market. 

The  additional  duty  will  necessarily  enhance 
the  price  of  the  goods  to  the  consumer,  until  it  is 
reduced  by  the  acquisition  of  skill,  experience, 
and  an  extended  market,  by  the  American  manu- 
facturer. 

The  additional  price,  however,  is  not,  as  has 
been  alleged,  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  man- 
ufacturer. It  is  divided  amon^  all  who  in  any 
respect  contribute  to  the  production  of  the  article. 
The  farmer  will  receive  a  portion  of  it  in  the  in- 
creased price  of  the  raw  materials  and  ptovisions 
which  he  furnishes.  The  wofkmen  will  receive 
a  part  of  it  in  their  wages,  and  the  manufac- 
turer will  only  retain  the  ordinary  profit  on  his 
capital. 

Nor  is  the  additional  price  secured  by  the  duty 
advanced  by  the  consumers  without  a  considera- 
tion; they  are  compensated  by  the  augmented  de- 
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mand  and  increased  price  of  their  labor  and  com- 
moditiesi  The  additional  price  will,  indeed,  be 
divided  among  all  classes  of  sbciety.  and  all  will 
be  reimbursed^ by  the  impulse  it  will  give  to  the 
industry  of  all.    / 

The  additional  duties  will  secure  to  the  country 
all  the  advantages  which  can  result  to  its  industry 
and  wealth,  from  the  fabrication  of  nearly  thirty 
millions  of  manufactured  goods,  which  now  add 
to  the  industry  and  resources  of  other  nations. 

If  the  duties  in  the  bill  are  not  properly  grad* 
uated,  they  may  be  altered ;  that  forms  no  objec- 
tion to  the  principle. 

There  is  vi&rv  little  doubt  if  out  industry  is 
directed  to  such\  manufactures  as  are  aided  by- 
machinery,  and  employed  on  such  raw  materials 
as  the  countrv  produces  in  sufiicient  quantity,  and 
at  a  reasonable  rate,  but  that  they  will  succeed 
under  a  reasonable  protection.  Skill  and  experi- 
ence will  follow,  capital  will  be  accumulated^  and 
our  manufacturers  will  soon  be  able  to  supply  our 
own  wants  at  a  reasonable  price,  and  to  sustain  a 
competition  trith  foreign  manufacturers  in  foreign 
marketsh 

The  successful  establishment  of  manufactures 
will  give  activity  to  agriculture,  will  cement  our 
Union  by  the  ties  of  mutual  interest,  by  creating 
an  internal  trade  between  the  different  sections  of 
the  country,  by  beneficial  exchanges  of  raw  ma- 
terials and  provisions  for  manufactured  goods,  will 
provide  materials  for  a  permanent  and  increasing 
foreign  commerce,  will  diffuse  the  means  of  com- 
fort among  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community, 
and  will  augment  the  wealth,  strength,  and  hap- 
piness of  the  nation. 

But  the  policy  embraced  by  the  bill  is  recom- 
mended by  still  higher  considerations.  It  will 
repress  the  spirit  of  conquest,  will  secure  the  peace 
oi^the  country  by  making  its  continuance  the  in- 
terest of  all  our  citizens,  and  it  will  have  a  salu- 
tary influence  en  the  moral  condition  of  the  world, 
by  exhibiting  an  example  of  a  people  living  under 
free  institutions,  -wholly  devoted  to  the  pursuits  of 
private  industry  and  the  cultivation  of  the  arts 
which  improve  and  adorn  society — cultivating  a 
friendly  intercourse  with  all  nations,  and  contri- 
buting, by  mutual  exchanges  of  the  products  of 
their  mdustry,  and  a  reciproeation  of  good  oflSices 
to  the  happiness  of  all. 

Under  a  conviction  that  the  policy  involved  in 
the  bill  will  contribute  to  these  results,  and  render 
the  country  a  blessing  to  the  world,  I  shall  con- 
clude my  remarks  wiui  regard  to  it  with  the  wish 
of  Father  Paul,  in  relation  to  his  country — ^*  esto 

When  Mr.  Woon  had  taken  his  seat^ 
Mr.  Gabnbtt  said,  although  the  immediate 
subject  before  the  Committee  was  a  motion  to 
strike  put  the  minimum  on  cottons,  following  the 
example  of  those  who  had  preceded  him  in  the 
debate,  he  should  take  the  opportunity  to  offer 
some  of  his  views  on  the  general  merits  of  the  bill. 
He  did  net  intend  to  take  so  wide  a  range  as  some 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  spoken ;  for.  if  he  had 
the  inclination,  he  had  not  the  pbyticai  ability  to 
be  elaborate. 
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More  important  consequences,  said  Mr.  G.,  than 
those  involTed  in  the  policy  of  this  bill,  could 
scarcely  be  presented  to  the  hopes  or  the  fears  of 
the  nation.  It  is  a  policy  which,  departing  from 
the  true  and  safe  design  of  the  Constitution,  which 
limits,  the  power  of  taxation  to  raising  revenue, 
'assumes  a  principle  that  renders  it  undefinable  and 
illimitable — a  principle,  which,  under  the  pretext 
of  promoting  tne  national  wealth  and  independ- 
ence, enables  the  Government  to  deftroy  the  re?- 
enue ;  to  violate  the  rights  of  property ; '  to  change 
the  political  relations  of  the  States  that  compose 
the  Confederacy ;  and,  perhaps,  finally  to  subvert 
the  Constitution  itself.  Since  I  have  been  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  said.  Mr.  G.,  I  have  witnessed 
the  discussion  of  many  questions  of  the  deepest 
interest,  affecting  the  integrity  and  existence  of 
the  Constitution-^-questions  which  produced  an 
intensity  of  excitement  proportioned  to  their  high 
impprtance;  but,  in  my  opinion,  none  has  ever- 
been  agitated,  which  more  deserves  to  excite  our 
interest  and  anxiety,  than  the  present ;  for,  if  the 
policy  now 'proposed  should  be  adopted,  the  Cour 
stitution  itself  is  no  longer  of  any  value,  it  is  in- 
sufficient for  the  ends  for  which  it  was  established ; 
it  is  inadequate  to  secure  our  liberty  and  hapi)iness. 
If  a  legislature,  which  is  supposed  to  contain  the 
assembled  wisdom  of  the  freest,  (it  does  not  become 
me  to -say  the  most  enlightened,)  people  on  earth, 
in  this  advanced  age  of  human  reason,  in  a  time 
of  profound  tranquillity,  without  foreign  force  or 
internal  corruption,  can,  after  mature  deliberation, 
under  an  idea  of  public  benefit,  voluntarily  revive 
a  system  of  policy  which  belongs  to  a  darker  age ; 
which  is  utterly  incompatible  with  the  rights  of 
property,  and  tne  principles  of  free  government ; 
which  alike  sets  at  naught  the  .speculations  of 
philosophy,  the  lessons  of  experience,  and  the  ob- 
ligations of  ^justice ;  and  which  goes  to  surrender 
ail  our  acquisitions  of  wealth,  lil^rty,  and  knowl- 
edge)  und  to  subvert  the  whole  fsame  of  polity 
which  wei  have  established  for  their  security  and 
advancement;  such  a  spectacle  must  be  calculated, 
not  only  to  destroy  all  prospects  of  our  own  hap- 
piness, but* to  extinguish  the  best  hopes  for  the 
future  progress  and  improvement  of  numan  so- 
ciety. It  will  show  the  perversity  of  man  to  be 
such,  ttlat  no  matter  what  blessing  a  kind  Provi*-. 
deAce  may  have  l)eStowed  on  him;  no  matter 
what  advantages  he  may  have  secured  by  his  wis- 
dom, or  achieved  by  his  valor,  they  are  not  des- 
tined to  endure ;  that  there  is  a  morbid  purinciple 
in  his  nature  which  forbids  the  perfection,  and 
limits  the  duration  of  his  happiness ;  and  that,  if 
if  evil,  does  not  assail  him  from  some  external 
source,  he  will  find  or  fabricate  it  for  himself. 

When  a  new  measure  of  policy  is  proposed, 
while  it  is  important  to  understand  its  true  charac- 
ter, it  is  sometimes  not  uninstructive  to  examine 
the  motives  which  lead  to  it  And,  when  I 
speak  of  motives,  I  wish  it  to  be  understood,  that 
I  allude  to  the  great  body  of  manufacturers  in  the 
nation,  not  to  their  Representatives  in  this  House, 
who  are  acting  in  obedience  to  their  instructions^ 
The  alleged  motive  of  the  proposed  system  is  the 
promotion  of  the  national  wealth  and  indepead* 


ence ;  -but,  is  it  not  strange  that  the  patriotic  zeil 
for  these  objecu  should  be  confined  entirely  to 
certain  classes  of  individuals^  and  to  geographical 
divisions  ?  Is  it  not  strange  that  the  people  of 
the  South,  whose  patriotism  has  never  been  im< 
peached,  or  even  suspected,'  a?  far  as  I  know, 
should,  all  at  once,  be  entirely  insensible  to  con- 
siderations of  national  prosperity,  and  .should  not 
only  not  participate  in  the  zeal  for  its  promotion, 
but  should  be  passionately  opposed  to  it  1  Isit  oot 
passing  strange  that  their  grievanees  should  be 
made  the  pretext  for  the  system,  and  yet,  that  the 
rehiedy  should  apply  exclusi  vely  to  others  ?  Yes ! 
their  grievances,  I  say,  because  the  apology  is,  the 
refusal  of  foreigners  to  receive  our  agricuitunl 
produce ;  (the  people  of  the  South  are  tdi  agricul- 
turists;) and  yet  the  benefit  accrues  entireijrto 
the  manufacturers.  Da  not  theae  considerauou 
forc^  every  dbpassionate  mind  to  the  conclusion, 
that  general  prosperity  ajtd  national  indeneadeoee 
are  not  contemplated  by  this  system? — tnat  local 
advantages,  indkridual  wealth,  and  dangerous  ag^ 
grandizement  are  its  real  objects. 

But,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  was  willing  to  meet  gen- 
tlemen on  the  question  of  national  wealth  and 
independence.  That,  after  all,  was  the  real  ques- 
tion. Gentlemen  might  consider  the  subject  in 
as  many  relations  a^  uey  pleased — historical,  ))o- 
litical,  economical,  financial,  metaphysical— /and 
he  believed  it  had  been  considered  in  all  tnese 
and  many  others,)  the  true  inquiry  was  this: 
Would  the  national  wealth  be^increased  ocdimin- 
ished  ?  If  it  would  be  increased,  were  the  means 
just  and  lawful  ?  And  if  it  would  be  diminished, 
were  there  any  advantages  to  compensate  us  for 
the  sacrifice  ?  He  thought  it  would  not  be  dif- 
ficult to  demonstrate  that  the  national  wealth 
would  be  diminished,  that  there  eould  be  no  com- 
pensation for  this  diminution,  and^that  the  means 
were  unjust  and  unconstitutional. 

Why  the  very  s'talement  of  the  question  implied 
that  there  was  an  immediate  loss  to  the  nation 
from  this  system.  What  did  it  propose?  Certain 
manufacturers  came  to  you,  and  said  they  coold 
not  sell  their  manufactures,  because  foreigners 
brought  commodities  of  the  same  kind^  to  this 
country,  and  sold  them  cheaper  than  they  could 
do,  and  they  asked  you  to  raise  the l^riceot  them: 
to  ma,ke  your  citizens  pay  more  for  them.  This 
immediate  loss  nobody  did,  nobody  oonid,  denf ; 
but  the  pretext  was,  that  it  was  temporary;  that 
subsequently,  the  consumer  wonld  be  indemu- 
fied,  MrecUy,  oy  getting  the  domestic  manufacture 
cheaper  than  the  for«gn  i  and  indktiUfff  by  get- 
ting a  higher  price  in  the'  home  market,  for  his 
own  products.  Now,  on  the  reality  of  thiS'|vo- 
mised  indemnification,  the  whole  question  de- 
pended* If  there  were  no  such  indemnity,  the 
system  must  be  abandoned, asutterly  indefensin« 
and  absurd ;  unless  it  could  be  shown  that  tber« 
was  some  other  advantage  in  it  to  compensate  lof 
its  evils.  He  should  endeavor  to  prove  ^^^ 
expectation  of  any  such  indemnity  or  any  other 
benefit,  was  entirely  fallacious.  But,  before  m 
entered  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  he  would  taJte 
occasion  to  semark,  that,  if  there  really  was  ao 
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compensatory  circumstanced  in  this  system,  the 
manner  in  which  the  immediate  loss,  which  was . 
adinitted,  was  distributed  in  the  community,  was 
an  inquiry  of  the  highest  importance^— an  inquiry 
iDTolring  the  justice  of  the  measure,  and  the  right 
of  the  Gorernment  to  tak6  the  property  of  one 
citizen  without  compensation,  and  give  it  to  ano- 
ther, and  ^o  reduce  the  mass  of  national  wealth, 
without  a  public  benefit    With  a  view  to  show 
in  wiiat  manner  this  loss  was  distributed,  he  wouM 
read,  (if  he  should  not  be  acccused  of  egotism,) 
from  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Agriculture, 
made  in  1821,  an  extract  which  contained  a  more- 
^eeise  and  accurate  illustration  of  the  distribu- 
tire  operation  of  protecting  duties,  than  any  he 
coald  then  think  of ;  and  which,  he  was  bold  to  say, 
ter  for  a  single  error  or  inadyerteace  not  affect- 
ing the  general  conclusion,  which  had  been  point- 
ed out  to  him  by  an  honorable  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.    RivEB,)  would  be  found    entirely 
unexceptionable: 

«<  The  first  position  that  it  will  be  attempted  to 
proiTe,  is,  that  the  necessary  effect  of  an  increase  of 
duties  is,  to  diminish  both  immediately  and  alttmately, 
the  amoont  of  national  wealth.    The  loss,  hoWsTer, 
of  the  nation,  the  loss  of  these  who  pay  the  daties, 
and   the  gain  of'thOM  who  receive  them,  do  not 
aJwafs  eoneepond,  bat  vary,  with  particular  cireum- 
staneee.    In  what  manner  this  loss  and  gain  are  dis- 
tribnted  in  society,  will  be  best  illustrated>  by  an  ex- 
ample«    If,  lor  instance,  a  community  of  four  persons 
were  engaged  in  an  occupation  whioh  enabled  Uiem 
to  realize  six  per  cent,  on  equal  capitals,  and  three  of 
them  were  to  give  the  fouith  one  per  cent,  or  one- 
third  of  one  per  cent,  each,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on 
an  employment  in  which,  unassirted,  he  could  only 
make  nr^  per  cent.,  it  is  evident  that  the  loss  of  the 
contributors  would  be  ode  per  cent.,  and  that  it  would 
be  exsetiy  the  loss  of  the  community,  whilst  the  gain 
of  the  receiver  would  be  nothing ;  and,  unless  that 
part  of  his  profits  which  he  received  from  the  others  was 
as  productively  employed  as  it  was  by  them,  he  might 
be  a  loser,  and  thus  stUl  further  augment  the  loss  of  the 
community.    But  this  is  a  case  that  would  not  be  apt 
to  occur.    The  fourth  Individ oal  muit  have  some- 
thing aM>re  than  iix  per^nt.  which  he  ahready  made, 
to  Induce  him  to  abandon  his  old  occupation,  and 
pursue  a  new  one,  say  seven  per  cent.    In  this  case, 
the  othera  would  have  to  pay  him  two-thirds  of  one 
per  cent.  each.    It  is  obvious,  now,  that  the  loss  of 
the  contributors  would  be  two  per  cent ;  that  the  gain 
of  the  receiver  would  be  one  per  cent,  and  that  it 
would  correspond  with  the  Iom  of  the  community, 
mhkfy  would  also  be  que  per  cent,  or  the  difference 
between  the  productive  value  of  his  old  and  new  em- 
ployment.    If  this  bounty  were  given  to  induce  an 
individual  to  continue  an  occupation  in  which  he  was 
already  engaged,  then,  although  the  contributor  would 
loee  ail  he  paid,  and  the  receiver  would  gain  it ;  the 
communitf  would  lose  nothing,  and  there  would  only 
be  a  transfer  of  wealth  from  one  to  another.    This, 
however,  would  not  be  the  case  with  a  mantifactnre 
thus  continued  by  a  bounty.    There  would  be  an  im- 
mediate iocs,  occassioned  by  the  Increased  cost  of  con- 
sumption;  nor  would  it  be  possible  to  make  one 
employment  so  much  more  profitable  than  another, 
without  ita  attracting  capital  from  that  other;   and 
this  would  be  the  source  of  Innumerable  other  I 


hereafter  to  be  noticed.  '  hi  the  case'  that  has  been 
stated,  It  Is  clear*  that  the  loee  of  the  contributors  is 
exadtly  what  they  pay ;  the  gain  of  the  receiver  is  their 
loss,  lees  flie  difference  between  the  productive  value 
of  his  old  and  new  employment,  and  the  loss  of  the 
community  is  precisely  this  diffiirence.  In  manu&e- 
tures,  such  would  be  the  operation,  of  a  duty  that  was 
prohibitory  ;  a  iluty  that  was  merely  protective,  would 
permit  a  portion  of  the  commodities  consumed  to  be 
bought  of  foreigners,  and  thus  a  part  of  it  would  go 
into  the  Treasury.  This  would  not  vary  the  propor- 
tion of  the  loss  and  gain  of  the  contributor!  and  re- 
ceivers, but  would,  in  some  degree,  increase  the  loss 
ef  the  community,  as  composed  of  both,  as  this  por- 
tion of  the  duty  would  be  less  productively  employed 
by  the  Government  than  it  would  have  been,  had  It 
remained  in  the  hands  of  either  of  the  parties.  Thii 
does  not  prove  that  prohibitory  are  better  than  pro- 
tecting duties.  There  are  other  consequences  vinich 
make  duties  injurious  in  proportion  to  their  amount. 
All  these  obeerrations  may  be  applied,  (mutatis  mtf- 
fofufit,)  to  the  consumers,  the  manufactarers,  and  the 
nation,  under  the  protecting  duty  system*  Two  de- 
scriptions of  persons  would  derive  the  benefit;  a  few, 
who  continue  their  old  employments,  and  a  great 
many  who  engage  in  new  ones.  In  both  casee,  tha 
loss  of  the  consumer  is  what  he  pays,  and  is  unre- 
deemed b^  any  circumstances  whatever.  In  the  fiiit 
case,  the  loss  of  the  naiion  arises  from  the  increased  cost 
of  consumption ;  in  the  second,  it  arises  from  this  cause , 
and  the  diminished  productive  value  of  the  new  em- 
ployments of  society.  In  the  first  case,  the  gain  of  the 
manufacturer's  the  loss  of  the  consumer,  less  the  in- 
creased cost  of  his  own  coniumption ;  in  the  second, 
it  is  this  loe^  diminiihed  by  the  same  cause,  and  the 
diminished  productive  value  of  his  labor.  But,  be- 
sides these  direct  loeges,  there  are  others.  Indirect  and 
collateral,  which  are»  however*  not  less  Inevitable; 
losses  which  affect  the  consumers,  and,  In  some  de- 
gree, ultimately  reach  the  manufacturers  themselves.** 

This  statement  Mi  entirely  out  of  view  all 
those  indirect  and  collateral  losses  arising  front 
the  destruotion  and  suspension  of  the  fixed  and 
the  circnlatinf  capital  of  the  country ;  from  the 
diminution  of  consumption,  and  conseaaeatljr  of 
production;  from  forcing  commercial  capital 
abroad  in  search  of  employment;  and  from  the 
general  stagnation  of  busineas  produced  by  the 
compulsory  transfer  of  property,  and  by  the  lelue* 
tant  exertions  of  vicarioos  and  unrewarded  indua- 
try;  these,  and  many  other  evil  ccHisequeace^ 
were  inevitable;  but  they  were  undefinable  and 
incalculable,  bacause  they  were  immeasurable  and 
progressive.  Each  might  furnish  matter  for  a 
serarate  argument;  but  ho  meant  to  confine  him- 
self to  the  imtnediate,  direct,  imd  admitted  loan, 
which,  though  inferior  in  magnitude  to  the  col- 
lateral losses,  was  susceptible  of  more  strict  calcti« 
lation.  If  he  could  show  that  there  was  no  com- 
pensation for  this,  it  would  be  enough.  The 
development  of  all  its  unhappy  -  conseqaen«at 
might  affgrarate  the  inexpediency  of  the  polify. 
but  could  not  render  it  more  clearly  unjoit  v.mi 
absurd. 

I  am  aware,  continued  Mr.  Q.,  that  every  a^- 
ment  which  does  not  profess  to  be  founded  on 
statistical  facts,  but  appeals  to  general  priaciplssi 
is  stigmatized  by  the.  advocates  of  this  ^aton  as 
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theoretical.    But  this  is  only  one  of  the  artifices 
of  the  rhetoricians,  whereby  a  speaker  endeavors 
to  weaken  and  discredit  a  charge,  to  which  he 
knows  himself  to  be  liable,  by  bringing  it  against 
his  adversary.  In  the  invidious  sense  of  the  term, 
they  are  certainly  more  liable  to  the  charge  than 
theur  opponents.    The  truth  is,  both  parties  have 
theories,  if  they  have  general  principles.    The 
difference  is.  that  the  theory  of  the  enemies  of  the 
system  has  been  approved  and  confirmed  by  the 
reason  and  experience  of  mankind,  while  that  of 
its  friends  has  been  condemned  and  exploded — ^has 
been  proved  to  be  (what' it  wiU  now  turn  out  to 
be  in  more  than  one  sense)  a  spedulation — to  be 
a  system  founded,  not  on  a  cautious  examination 
ana  inductive  arrangement  of  facts,  but  on  partial 
views,  incoherent  generalizations,  and  hazardous 
conjectures.    A  theory  (which,  properly  speaking, 
must  be  derived  from  the  observation  of  tacts,)  is 
nothinff  more  than  the  expression  of  the  general 
principle  which  explains  the  relation  of  cause  and 
efi*e€t  ks  to  these  facts,  and  being  thus  evolved  by 
events  that  hare  happened,  is  applicable  fairly  to 
those  that  are  to  come.    If  a  statesman  affirms 
that  a  system  of  measures  will  be  followed'  by  a 
chain  of  consequences,  he  must  certainty  have 
some  general  principles,  some  theory  by  which  he 
can  explain  their  connexion.    If  he  can  |^ive  no 
better  reason  for  his  assertion  than  his  belief  that 
such  measures  had  been  followed  by  such  conse- 
quences heretofore ;  if  he  is  unable  to  explain  why 
tne  cause  should  produce  the  efiect ;  and  if  his 
expectations  conflict  with  received  maxims,  why, 
there  is  every  reason  to  supposethat  he  labors  un- 
der some  mistake;  and  that  such  consequences 
have  either  not  taken  place  at  all,.o^  that  they 
have  existed  under  difierent  circumstances,  or  have 
been  owing  to  other  causes  than  those  to  which 
he  ascribes  them.    But  thouffh  we  have  a  right 
to  expect  some  exposition  of  the  general  principles 
of  the  system,  in  all  that  I  have  heard  in  this 
House,  or  read  oat  of  it.  said  Mr.  G.,  I  have  met 
with  no  attempt  to  analyze  and  demonstrate  its 
necessary  tendency  to  increase  the  national  wealth, 
its  modm  operandL    Instead  of  this,  gentlemen  in- 
Tariably  appeal  to  what  they  choose  to  denominate 
facts  or  examples,  Vfhich  either  do  not  exist,  or 
which,  if  admitted,  would  depend  entirely  on  the 
general  principles  by  which  they  are  explained, 
whether  they  support  or  overthrow  their  argu« 
ment.    Their  favorite  example,  and  one  which 
the  Speaker  has  made  the  theme  of  a  considerable 

SRit  of  his  speech,  (which  was  characterized  by 
is  usual  eloquence,)  is  that  of  England.  But 
most  of  the  enlightened  men  in  England,  both  theo- 
retical and  practical,  are  united  in  tne  opinion 
that  she  has  become  wealthy,  not  hy  the  restrictive 
system^  but  in  spito  of  it ;  presenting  a  weight  of 
authority  asainst  this  system,  that  it  woiud  be 
more  chivalrous  than  lo^cal  even  for  the  Speaker 
ID  defy.  England  owes  her  prosperity  to  her 
great  moral  and  natural  advantages — to  the  genius 
and  enterprise  of  her  people— 4ier  comparatively 
free  institutions — her  insular  position-^uel,  navi- 
gation, colonies,  dtc.  If  she  owes  it  to  her  re- 
strictive system,  let  it  be  shown  how  it  has  op- 


erated. This  cannot  be  donel  Gentlemen  mast 
first  show  that'  the  causes  I  have  enumerated,  oa 
the  authority  above  alluded  to,  either  have  had  no 
efiect  at  all,  or  they  must  assign  to  them  the  pre- 
cise qwmtium  of  effect  they  have  produced ;  and 
then,  if  any  yet*  remain  unaccounted  for,  they  still 
have  the  task  of  proving  that  it  is  owing  to  the 
restrictive  system.  But  political  economy^  though 
admitting  oil  a  great  degree  of  certainty  in  its  re- 
sults, is  not  exactly  like  the  science  of  experimen- 
tal pnilosophy,  where,  by  successivdy  abstracting- 
the  circumstances  wnich  attend  a  phenomenon, 
you  may,  by  .the  inductive  process,  determine 
which  of  them  stands  in  the. relation  with  it  of 
cause  to  effect ;  and  I  fancy  it  will  puzzle  any  po- 
litical metaphysician,  however  great  an  adept  he 
may  be  in  the  theorv  of  caxuation^  to  trace  the  n^ 
oeMo/ry  sequence  of  ^e  wealth  of  England  to  her 
'restrictive  policy. 

The  honorable  Speaker  had  ascribed  the  gen- 
eral distress  which  pervaded  the  countrv  to  the 
absence  of  this  system;  or,  in  other  woras,  to  the 
absence  of  taxation ;  for  though  he  had  defined 
the  tarifi"  to  be  a  tax  on  foreign  industry,  it  was, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  tax  on  domestic 
consumption.  There  was  something  new  in  the 
Speaker's  doptrine.  He  had  of^en  heard  of  the 
distress  and  ruin  produced  by  taxation,  but  had 
never  known  them  to  be  occasioned  by  the  ab- 
sence of  it.  But  there  were  much  more  familiar 
phenomena  than  that  of  distress,  (if,  indeed,  any 
thing  could  be  more  familiar,^  on  the  causes  of 
which  very  Ifnowinff  persons  differed.  As  he  was 
ascending  the  marble  staircase  of  the  Senate  the 
other  dayj  he  heard  a  member  ask  a  messenger 
what  was  the  cause  of  the  water  with  which  the 
steps  were  covered  ?  The  messenger  replied,  that 
"  the  stones  were  a  stDeaimg.^^  A  chemist  (and  he 
believed  the  member  was  a  very  able  one)  would 
probably  have  ascribed  it  to  the  condensation  of 
the  moisture  in  the  atmosphere.  The.  Speaker 
and  himself  agreed  as  to  the  existence  ot  distress  \ 
it  unfortunately  did  not  admit  of  dispute ;  but  he. 
Mr.  G.,  adopted  the  vulgar  theory,  and  ascribed 
it  to  taxation — to  •'*  a  sweating" — of  the  agricnl- 
turists ;  while  the  Speaker,  by  a  refined  chemico- 
politico-economical  theory,  endeavored  to  prove 
that  it  was  caused  by  the  want  of  taxation — ^by 
the  want  of  "  sweating,''  and  therefore  recom- 
mended a  new  tax — ^new  diaphoretics — a  new  dis- 
tillation of  lunricultural  wealth  through  the  alem- 
bie  of  manu^ctures.    • 

There  is,  said  Mr.  G.,  no  political  economist  in 
England  who  ascribes  her  wealth  to  this  system; 
there  is  no  political  economist  any  where,  of  any 
reputation ;  none  whose  writings  will  be  read  five 
years  hence,  who  now  supports  the  restrictive  pol- 
icy. However  they  may  differ  on  some  pf  the 
more  abstruse  questions,  as  respects  the  ruinous 
tendency  of  this  policy  they  are  unanimous.  It 
is  in  vain  to  endeavor  to  discredit  their  opinions 
by  charging  them  with  beinff  theoretical.  Many 
of  the  'most  distinguished  nave  been  practical 
men,  enga^d  in  the  active  business  of  life — ^have 
proved  their  theories  to  be  supported  by  principles, 
and  found  them  to  be  consistent  with  practice^ 
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But  do  gentlemen  contend  that  the  theories  of 
those  who  have  written  on  a  science  which  is  sus- 
ceptible of  more  certainty  than  any  other  branch 
of  political  philosophy,  are  to  be  renounced,  while 
those  of  other  political  writers  are  to  be  approved 
and  received?    No!    We  must  renounce  them 
all  together.    We  must  contend  that  human  rea- 
son has  accomplished  nothing ;  that,  after  ages  of 
painful  labor  and  investigation,  nothing  has  been 
proved;  that  every  thing  is  yet  uncertain — ^we 
must,  in  short,  become  universal  sceptics.     As 
iifm,  however,  as  his  confidence  was,  in  the  con- 
clusions of  the  political  economists,  Mr.  G.  said, 
if  one  single  example  could  be  adduced  of  the 
adequacy  of  this  system  to  accomplish  the  prom- 
ised ends,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  he  might  be 
induced  at  least  to  hesitate,  and  fe-examine  the 
foundations  of  his  opinion.    Gentlemen  had,  in- 
deed, appealed  frequently  to  an  example — ^that  of 
coarse  cottons — and^  they  had  spoken  of  it  with 
so  triumphant  an  air.  that  one  would  suppose  it 
was  undeniable  and  conclusive.    But  was  this 
reallf  an  example?*    Did  it  show  what  was  con- 
tended for — that  the  advance  mnde  by  the  con- 
sumers, in  order  to  bring  manufactures  to  ma- 
turity, were  subsequently  repaid  t6  them  by  their 
getting  the  domestic  article  cheaper  than  the  for- 
eign ?    This  brought  on  the  question  of  direct  in- 
demnity.   If  this  indemnity  did  not  exist  in  the 
case  of  cottons,  it  certainly  did  in  no  othei*.  In  or- 
der to  determine  whether  it  exists  or  not.  let  us 
suppose  a  case.    A  man  is  accustomed  to  lay  out 
one  hundred  dollars  a  year,  for  a  certain  quantity 
of  forei^  goods.    In  order,  however,  to  enable 
one  of  his  own  countrymen  to  manufacture  them, 
he  agrees  to  make  him  an  advance  of  fifty  per 
cent,  per  annum,  for  a  period  of  eight  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  his  countryman  promises  to  un- 
dersell the.  foreigner,  and  reimburse  him.    Now, 
what  has  he  done  ?    Instead  of  having  paid  ^00 
for  his  goods,  as  he  Would  have  done,  had  he  con- 
tinued to  buy  of  the  foreigner,  it  is  evident  that 
he  has  paid  Slj^OO;  that  is,  $400  more  than  he 
would  have  paid.   The  question,  .then,  is,  at  what 
price  must  bis  own  countryman  let  him  have  his 
goods,  in  order  to  reimburse  him  within  the  same 
perioa  of  eight  years  ?    If  he  lets  him  have  them 
at  the  same  price  with  the  foreigner ;  that  is,  at 
f  100,  why  he  loses  his  principal  of  $400,  and  the 
interest.    Suppose  he  sells  them  at  a  discount  of 
4(24,  or  for  $75.    Twenty-four  dollars  being  the 
exact  amount  of  his  interest^  would,  never  reim- 
burse the  principal.  Would  a  discount  at  ^25  do  7 
Whv  the  addition  of  one  dollar  to  th6  interest, 
would  (leaving  ovCt  of  view  the  compound  inter- 
est) gradually  sink  the  principal ;  hut  it  would  be 
in  a  period  of  somewhere  between  three  and  four 
hundred  years  1    At  what  price,  then,  must  the 
consumer  be  able  to  purchase  these  goods,  in  or- 
der to  reimburse  him  wjthin  eight  years?    He 
must  buy  them  (he  had  not  made  the  calculation 
in  decimals)  somewhere  between  50  and  60  per 
cent,  cheaper  than  he  bought  them  of  the  for- 
eigner ;  or,  in  other  words,  for  something  between 
forty  and  fifty  dollars ;  and,  if  the  foreign  goods 
tad  fallen  in  proportion,  he  must  get  Uiem  be- 


tween fifty  and  sixty  per  cent,  cheaper  than  these ; 
that  is,  they  must  be  given  to  him  for  nothing, 
and  he  must  receive  something. to  boot. 

These  are  elementary  calculations;  but  when 
elementary  truths  are  denied,  it  becomes  necessary 
to  state  ihem  clearly.    Let  us  apply  them  to  the 
case  of  cottons.    For  thirty  years  and  more,  we 
have  been  payinc^  a  duty  on  coarse  cottous.    A 
part  of  the  time  this  duty  Was  from  83  to  100  per 
cent.    Now,  if  thirty  years  are  reduced  to  eight, 
and  eighty  per  cent,  to  fifty,  no  one  will  pretend 
that  the  average  is  too  high.    At  what  price, 
then,  must  a  man  who,  for  eij;ht  years,  has  given 
$150  for  a  certain  quantity  ofcotton  goods,  which 
he  might  have  bought  for  $100,  be  able  to  buy 
them,  to  reimburse  him  within  the  same  period? 
He  must'  be  able  to  buy  them  for  something  less 
than  fiAy  dollars ;  and  if  foreign  cottons  nave 
fallen,  as  they  notoriously  have,  he  must  be  able 
to  buy  the  domestic  cottons  between  40  and  50  pec 
cent,  lower  than  them.'  But  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Too)  has  admitted  that  the 
domestic  c6ttons  are  not  more  than  fifty  per  cent, 
cheaper  than  the  foreign  were  at  the  time  the  last 
duty  was  laid.    If,  then,  the  foreign  cottons  have 
fallen  fifty  per  cent.,  he  must  be  able  to  get  the 
domestic  for  nothing,  and  must  have  something 
paid  him  besides.     The  question,  therefore,  in 
every  case,  is,  not  whether  the  domestic  can  under- 
sell the  foreign  manufacturer,  but  whether  he  can 
undersell  him  at  an  indemnifying  price — at  a  price 
sufficient  to  repay  the  consumer  for  the  advauces 
h6  has  made,  in  order  to  bring  the  domestic  man- 
ufacture to  maturity  ?    If  the  domestic  manufac- 
turers can  sell  their  cottons  so  much  cheaper  than 
the  fqreign  as  to  amount  to  an  indemnity,  it  is 
evident  that  they  can  withstand,  not  only  the 
repeal  of  the  existing  duty,  but  a  bounty  on  the 
foreign  cottons  to  the  amount  by  which  tney  pre- 
tend they  can  undersell  them :  but,  so  far  from  this, 
here  they  are,  resisting  the  repeal  of  the  minimum, 
which  would  still  leave  them  a  protection  of  75 
per  cent.,  admitting  they  can  undersell  foreigners 
nfty  per  cent.     Mow  can  gentlemen  reconcile 
Ihis  contradiction  ?    It  appears  to  me,  sir,  that  the 
consumer  canj  in  no  casi^  ever  be  indemnified. 
When  we  equal  foreigners,  id  every  circumstance 
which  is  required  to  enable  us  to  manufacture,  it 
is  almost  a  self-evident  proposition  to  sav  we  can 
only  undersell  them  by  the  amount  of  tne  cost  of 
transportation  ;  for  what  man  can  accomplish  by 
his  pnysicalpowers'in  one  country,  he  can  do  in 
another.    Wnat  is  the  cost  of  the  transportation 
of  a  pound  of  raw  cotton  from  Charleston  to  Mi£n- 
chester,  and  back  again  to  the  former  place,  in  the 
shape  of  cotton  muslin?    The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster,)  who  had  just  sat 
down,  has  told  us  that  the  freight  of  a  pound  of 
cotton  to  Liverpool  was  one  cent.    Fite  cents, 
then,  would  cover  the  whole  charge  of  transport- 
ation and  retransportation  between  Charleston 
and  Manchester ;  yet  the  duty  paid  in  Charleston 
on  this  pound  ofcotton,  when  returned,  would  be 
from  18}  to  25  cents,  accordingly  as  it  was  manu- 
factured into  three  or  four  yards  of  cotton  mushn, 
at  the  minimum  valuation  of  25  cents  per  yard 
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On  eyerjr  article  in  the  tariff,  the  dutf  greatly 
exceeds  the  cost  of  transportation,  and  in  most  of 
them  by  such  an  amount  that  the  diminution  of 
price  by  this  cost,  could  never  reimburse  the  con- 
sumer for  the  payment  of  the  duty ;  and  ret  gen- 
tlemen promise  us  not  indemnity  only,  but  lx>unty  ; 
not  reimbursement,  but  reward.  In  eyery  case 
the  reimbursement  depends  on  the  relation  of  the 
price  of  the  domestic  manufacture,  diminished  by 
the  amount  of  the  cost  of  transportation,  to  the 
annual  advances  made  to  brinff  it  to  maturity,  and 
the  successive  annual  accumulation  of  interest  on 
those  advances.  If  the  price  can  only  be  dimin- 
ished by  an  amount  equivalent  to  the  interest  on 
the  advances,  they  can  never  be  repaid ;  and  it 
depends  on  the  ratio  by  which  the  diminution  of 
price  exceeds  the  interest,  whether  the  benefit  is 
to  accrue  to  the  present,  or  only  to  a  future  gene- 
ration. We  can  never  surpass  foreigners  in  the 
facilities  of  manufacturing.  In  many  respects,  as^ 
in  the  accumulation  of  capital,  cheapness  of  labor, 
&c.  it  will  be  long  befoce  we  can  equal  them.  In 
the  latter,  it  is  to  oe  hoped  we  never  shall  equal 
them.  Ir  we  do,  we  must  equal  thei^  in  human 
wretchedness  and  degradation. 

But  we  are  promised  an  indirect  indemnity  in 
the  additional  price  we  are  to  get  for  our  products 
by  the  creation  of  a  home  market.  This  promise 
is  equally  illusory  with  the  others.  I  will  propose 
this  question :  if  the  advances  made  to  the  manu- 
facturers are  the  least  they  can  do  with — if  they  are 
the  Hne  qua  non-  of  their  continuance — the  mini- 
mum posnbUe  of  their  existence,  as  they  pretend, 
how  is  it  possible  that  they  can  give  back  any 
part  of  it  in  the  shape  of  price  for  produce  ?  It  is 
self-evident  that  they  cannot;  but,  as  self-evident 

Propositions  appear  to  be  at  a  discount  in  this 
louse,  I  shall  not  rest  satisfied  with  this.  Price 
is  determined  by  the  relations  of  supply  and  de- 
mand. If*  we  cease  to  import,  we  must  cease  to 
export  to  the  same  extent  the  raw  materials  that 
purchased  the  imports.  They  will  then  fall  on 
our  hands,  increase  the  supply  in  relation  to  the 
demand,  and  thus  diminish  the  price.  But  we  are 
told  that  those  who  are  producers  will  become 
manufacturers?  If  so,  how  many  of  them  will 
become  manufacturers  ?  Will  there  be  as  many 
as  are  required  to  supply  us  from  abroad  ?  There 
will  not ;  because^  the  cost  of  consumption  being 
increased,  we  cannot  consume  so  many  of  their 
commodities ;  and  there  cannot  be  so  many  per- 
sons required  to  supply  our  consumption — even 
allo'tving  for  the  want  of  skill,  which,  although  it 
cannot  last  long,  is  itself  a  so\irce  of  loss  while  it 
continues.  In  order  to  increase  the  demand  in 
proportion  to  the  supply,  and  raise  prices,  a  greater 
number  of  those  engaged  in  other  employments 
must  become  manufacturers  than. are  required  to 
supply  us  from  abroad;  but  this  cannot  be,  for 
all  who  are  not  employed  in  making  the  surplus 
that  goes  abroad  are  employed  in  making  what  is 
consumed  at  home ;  and  they  will  be  stilTrequired 
for  this  purpose^  unless  men,  in  consequence  of 
becoming  manufacturers^  can  do  with  half  rations, 
or  at  least  greatly  diminish  their  wants.  The 
foreign  demand  cannot  continue.    The  foreign 


capital  disensa^ed  by  our  refusal  to  receive  its 
products  will  either  be  wasted ;  will  seek,  with 
me  labor  it  employs,  some  other  occupation  ;SviU 
itself  produce  what  it  obtained  from  us;  or,  cone 
tinning  its  former  employment,  wiU  purchase 
what  it  wants  from  other  countries^  The  same 
causes  which  make  it  the  interest  of  the  iymerican 
agriculturists  to  dispose  of  their  property  will  de- 
press its  price ;  and  the  quantity  of  land  thrown 
into  market  will  diminish  the  total  value  of  oar 
agricultural  capital. 

Gentlemen  express  astonishment  at  the  incredu- 
lity of  the  agriculturists  as  to  the  advantages  of 
their  system ;  but  perhaps  a  sufficient  reason  may 
be  found  in  the  excessive  liberality  of  their,  own 
promises,  which  are  at  once  extravagant  and  con- 
tradictory. We  are  promised  a  full  indemnity 
for  all  our  sacrifices  in  the  cheapness  of  what  "we 
have  to  buy,  and  more  than  an  indemnity  in  the 
clearness  ot  what  we  have  to  sell.  The  system  is 
to  raise  the  price  of  agricultural  produce,  and  de- 

f>ress  the  price  of  manufactures.    Can  any  ciedn- 
ity  swallow  so  gross  an  absurdity? 

But  we  have  not  only  been  fed  with  the  prom- 
ises of  reward^  we  have- been  threatened  with  the 
terrors  of  punishment.  Our  fears  and  ottr  patriot- 
ism have  oeen  appealed  to  on  (he  subject  of  the 
balance  of  trade  and  the  support  of  foreigners. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  would  not  attempt  to  expose 
the  specious  calculations  by  which  a  balance  was 
frequently  made  to  appear  that  did  not  exist.  Bat 
suppose  it  did  exist.  If  we  do  not  pay  for  what 
we  Duy,  it  is  clear  gain.  It  is  discreditable,  but 
it  is  certainly  gain.  If  we  do  pay,  where  is  the 
harm  ?  The  harm  is  said  to  be  that  we  have  to 
pay  in  specie.  Is  not  this  specie  purchased  with 
the  proaucts  of  our  industry  ?  This  is  not  the 
case  of  a  spendthrift  heir,  to  whiqh  the  Speaker 
likened  it.  What  we  send  abroad  is  our  surolii»« 
what  foreigners  ^nd  to  us  is  their  surplus.  Surely 
it  cannot  be  matter  of  regret  if  the  latter  is  of 
more  value  than  the  former.  .It  is  not  necessarily 
d^troyed  in .  the  consumption.  A  portion  of  it 
consists  of  the  implements  of  industry  and  the 
arts — it  is  capita],  stimulating  labor,  and  engaged 
in  reproduction.  A  nation  cannot  lon^  continue 
in  deht,  and  even  while .  it  does,  the  evil  is  not  so 
great  as  seems  to  be  imagined.  .  Foreigners,  in* 
stead  of  coming  into  our  courts  of  law,jand  after 
expensive  and  tedious  law  suits,  acquiring  real 

f property  which  they  can  only  manage  at  a  great 
oss,  will  bid  up  for  our  produce;  and,  in  fieict, 
that  is  always  the  effect  of  a  balance  being  against 
us.  One  would  suppose,  however,  if  we  cannot 
rely,  on  the  prudence  of  our  citizens  to  keep  out 
of  debt  to  foreigners,  we  have  sufficient  secu- 
rity in  the  interest  of  the  latter,  who  will  not 
trust  them  if  they  do  not  pay.  If  they  do  pay, 
the  objection  does  not  hold.  But,  after  all,  the 
ffreat  objection  to  this  notion  of  the  necessity  of 
legislative  interference  16  prevent  an  unfavorable 
balance  of  trade  is,  that  it  oppugns  the  very  prin- 
ciple of  our  Government.  It  supposes  that  men 
have  not  prudence  to  manage  their  own  affairs  in 
their  own  way,  and  that  Legislatures  should  be 
their  "  nursing  fathers  and  mothers.'*    If  they  do 
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not  Bodenttind  tbeir  peeaniary  concerns,  the  sub- 
ject on  which,  of  all  others,  men  are  almost  ciear- 
ftighted  and  sasacions,  how  can  they  be  supposed 
to  be  judra  of  their  great  moral  and  political  in- 
terests?    X  et  our  Government  is  bottomed  on  the 
principle  that  man  is  capable  of  «elf-goTemment. 
While  this  idea  of  the  balance  of  trade  oppugns 
the  principle  of  our  Goveri^mentj  the  notion  that 
"we  are  ^ilty  of  supporting  foreigners  strikes  at 
the  principle  of  all  society.    It  is  as  untrue  and  ab- 
surd as  it  is  anti-social,  odious,  and  detestable. 
Gkntlemen  seem  to  suppose  that  eyerj  thing  we 
pay  to  foreigners  is  lost,  and  every  thing  we  pay 
to  ourselves  is  ^ined.    They  throw  entirely  out 
of  view  the  equivalents  we  receive  from  foreign- 
ers; yet,  when  they  descant  on  the  balance  of 
trade,  they  tell  us  that  we  get  more  than  an 
equivalent;  for  we  fall  in  debt.'    Is  it  possible 
that  gentlemen  can  really  believe  that,  «s  a  ques- 
tion of  loss  and  gain,  our  huying.of  foreigners  in- 
stead of  our  own  citizens,  depends  on  any  other 
circumstance  than  buying  cheaper  or  dearer  ?   Let 
OS  exemplifv  this  by  supposing  a  case.    Four  in- 
dividuals wno  live  on  this  side  of  the  Tiber,  de- 
vote a  portion  of  their  labor  annually  to  the  bro- 
dactiott  of  four  barrels  of  corn  each,  equal  to 
sixteen.    They  exchange  four  barrels  for  four  hats. 
When  the  exchange  is  effected,  the  wealth  de- 
rived from  this  portion  of  their  labor  consists  of 
twelve  barrels  ot  com  and  four  hats.    But  one  of 
them,  who  is  a  ereat  patriot,  and  friend  tp  !'  do- 
mestic industry,'  says  to  the  others :   "  If,  instead 
of  buying  vour  hats  of  this  '*  stranger,^'  this  "  for- 
eigner," wno  lives  three  yards  over  the  Tiber,  you 
will  each  gire  me  half  a  barrel  of  corn  more  for 
your  hats  than  you  grave  him,  I  will  make  them.'' 
They  consent.    Well,  what  is  the  state  of  the 
case,  now  ?     Three  of  them, '  as  before,  make 
twelve  barrels  of  corn,  and  the  fourth  makes  four 
hats.    Their  wealth,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  is 
precisdv  the  same  as  in  the  former  case ;  with 
this  dSference,  that  the  corn-makers  are  poorer  by 
one  and  a  half  barrels  of  cdrn,  and  the  hat-maker 
is  richer  bv  the  same  quantity.    Now,  what  odds 
does  it  make  whether  the  communities  are  separa- 
ted by  Gk>ose  Creek  or  the  great  Atlantic?    Ob- 
serve, however,  that  this  statement  is  much  more 
favorable  to  the  manufacturers  than  the  real  case. 
The  hat-maker  could  not,  with  that  portion  of  his 
labor  with  which  he  made  the  four,  barrels  of 
com,  make  the  four  hats,  or  there  would  be  no 
pretext  for  his  demanding  an  additional  price  for 
them.    The  consequence  would  be,  that  there 
would  be  a  loss  to  society  equivalent  to  the  differ- 
ence in  the  productive  value  of  his  new  and  old 
employment,  and  the  corn-makers  would  have  to 
get  some  of  their  hats  elsewhere,  to  put  up  with 
worse  on^,  or  he  would  have  to  encroach  on  an- 
other portion  of  his  labor  in  order  to  make  them, 
w^hich  would  be  itself  a  source  of  loss.    This 
anti-social  dbctrine  teaches  that  a  nation  can 
never  attain  the  highest  degree  of  prosperity  until 
it  shuts  itself  out  from  all  intercourse  with  the 
rest  of  the  world ;  but^  it  is  to  mistake  the  nature 
of  man,  and  the  spirit  of  the  times,  to  imagine 
that  the  great  laws  of  nature  can  be  controlled  by 


the  puny  efforts  of  empyrical  statesmen.  Nations 
have  experienced  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  ti  liberal  intercourse.  They  are  sensible 
that  it  is  to  this  source  that  they  are  indebted  for 
their  prosperity  and  happiness;  and  that  to  this 
squrce  they  are  to  look  for  those  improvements 
which  will  render  all  the  treasures  of  the  world, 
physical  and  moral — the  wealth,  freedom,  knowl- 
edge, which  are  the  accumulated  results  of  the 
la^r  and  experience  of  mankind,  the  common 
property  of  the  human  race.  The  assertion  that 
we  support  foreigners,  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is 
made,  is  unfounded.  If  we  support  them,  in  the 
same  way,  they  support  us.  If  we  stimulate  their 
industry,  they  stimulate  ours.  What  appears  to 
be  meant,  is  this;  that  while  we  buy  of  them 
every  thing  they  make,  they  only  buy  of  us  a  por- 
tion of  what  we  make.  Now^  wouid  it  be  good 
pblii^  in  a  nation,  more  than  in  an  individual,  to 
quarrel  with  a  neighbor  who  receives  three- fourths 
of  what  it  produces,  because  he  will  not  agree  to 
take  the  other  fourth;  unless  he  could  thereby  be 
induced  to  change  his  system  and  take  the  whole? 
Even  then,  it  would  be  a  question  of  the  extent  of 
the  sacrifice  made  to  obtain  this  good.  But  it 
would  be  uncandid  and  disingenuous  in  the  advo- 
cates of  the  manufacturing  policy^  to  say,  that 
theiv  object  is  to  coerce  foreigners  into  ft  system 
of  free  trade.  They  would  regret  such  a  conse^ 
quence  of  our  policy;  and  if  every  nation  in  the 
world  would  proclaim  perfect  freedom  in  trade, 
it  would  only  make  them  more  clamorous  for  re- 
striction. 

Mr.  Chairman :  If  I  have  been  successful  in 
proving  that  there  is  np  pecuniary  indemnity  for 
the  loss  the  consumer^  sustain,  oy  making  ad- 
vances to  enable  certain  employments  to  be  carried 
on,  which,  without  such  advances,  would  be  un- 
productive, it  is  clear  (without  resorting  to  the 
collateral  losses  which  have  been  mentioned)  that 
the  whole  amount  of  national  wealth  will  be 
diminished.  It  remains  to  consider  whether  there 
be  any  other  compensation  for  this  diminution  of 
wealtn;  and  whether  the  distribution  of  it  is  just, 
and  within  the  legitimate  powers  of  Congress. 

We  are  promised  a  compensation  by  being  made 
independent  of  foreign  Powers.  But  how  can  we 
promote  our  independence  by  becoming  poor? 
.This  idea  of  independence  does  not  refer  to  a 
state  of  peace,  but  a  state  of  war.  It  would  be 
absurd  to  say  that  in  peace  we  are  more  depend- 
ent on  foreign  nations  than  they  are  on  us.  The 
fact  is  the  reverse.  A  nation  that  produces  the 
raw  material  is  more  independent  than  one  that 
fabricates  it.  It  will  be  otherwise  if  we  push  the 
manufacturing  policy,  and  become  exporters  of 
manufactures.  It  refers  to  a  state  of  war,  and  sup- 
poses that  during  war  we  have  to  pay  so  dear  for 
many  things  we  require,  that  we  are  justified  in 
going  to  a  considerable  expense  in  time  of  peace, 
to  learn  how  to  make  them.  But  this  applies  to 
war  with  only  one  nation — England.  In  a  war 
with  any  other  nation,  there  would  be  no  serious 
impediment  to  our  obtaining  what  we  wanted. 
But  suppose  we  have  a  war  with  England  one 
year  in  ten,  or  even  one  in  five ;  would  it  be  good 
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policy  to  pay  fifty  per  cent,  on  a  giyen  quantity 
of  goods,  for  four  years,  in  order  to  avoid  paying 
one  hundred  per  cent,  for  one  year.  It  may  be 
good  policy,  but  it  is  certainly  very  bad  arithme- 
tic. A  trucfr  statement  of  the  question  would  be, 
to  ask  whether  it  would  be  good  policy  to  give 
fifty  per  cent,  for  twenty  years,  to  avoid  paying 
one  hundred  per  cent,  for  one  year.  For,  if  we 
pursue  that  pacific  policy  which  becomes  us — 
which  is  necessary  to  perfect  our  own  institutions, 
and  to  give  efficacy  to  our  example  abroad;  and 
should  not  undertake  to  go  "  a  coloneUinff*^  in  favor 
of  universal  liberty — ^we  have  no  reason  to  expect 
to  be  at  war  with  any  Power  in  twentv  years — 
least  of  all  with  England.  The  principles  of  the 
Holy  Alliance  are  not  less  hostile  to  her  constitu- 
tion than  to  ours ;  and  if  they  really  entertain  the 
designs  against  >us  which  are  imputed  to  them, 
it  is  not  only  our  interest  to  cultivate  the  relations 
of  amity  with  each  other,  but  to  strengthen  the 
ties  of  connexion.  For,  if  their  own  fears  should 
ever  permit  that  association  to  attempt  to  perpe- 
trate their  designs,  I  believe,  next  to  our  own 
valor,  our  best  securitv  is  the  attachment  of  the 
people  of  England  to  tne  principles  of  free  govern- 
ment. Yet  tne  policy  recommended  is,  to  weak- 
en the  ties  subsisting  between  the  two  countries, 
and  to  destroy  our  mutual  interest  in  each  other's 
prosperity. 

But  the  point  of  view  in  which  this  policy  is 
most  seriously  calculated  to  afiect  our  indepen- 
dence is,  by  its  gross  injustice — by  its  tendency  to 
produce  discord  and  division  among  the  several 
classes  of  society,  and  the  different  States.  Can 
it  be  supposed  that  Cougfess  can  be  permitted  to 
enrich  one  class  at  the  expense  of  the  others,  and 
to  aggrandize  some  States  by  prostrating  the  rest, 
without  producing  these  divisions  ?  And  is  there 
not  more  strength  in  union,  in  brotherly  love,  and 
affection,  than  in  all  the  wealth  of  the  world 
without  them  ?  What,  sir,  has  been  the  effect  of 
this  policy,  whenever  and  wherever  it  has  been 
tried  ?  What  has  been  its  effect  in  England  ? 
Why,  to  raise  one  part  of  society  to  the  highest 
pitch  of  luxury,  and  to  depress  the  other  to  the 
most  abject  poverty.  Even  the  duarterly  Review 
—a  work  devotea  to  the  Ministry,  and  which 
makes  every  sacrifice  to  conceal  tneir  sins — ad- 
mits that  one  person  in  eleven  receives  parish  re- 
lief. Some  writers  say  one  in  seven — some  one 
in  five.  Such  is  the  effect  of  the  system  so  eulo- 
logized  by  the  Speaker.  Say,  if  you  please,  that 
the  cause  of  pauperism  is  taxation.  What  was 
the  cause  of  taxation  ?  Wars.  What  was  the 
cause  of  wars?  The  spirit  of  monopoly ;  the  de- 
sire to  engross  all  the  goods  of  the  earth,  and  to 
leave  nothing  to  others;  the  restrictive  policy, 
instead  of  a  liberal  and  enlightened  system,  the 
adoption  of  which  by  the  nations  of  the  earth  would 
do  more  to  bring  about  that  universal  peace  which 
has  been  considered  as  visionary,  than  all  the 
peace  societies,  holy  alliances,  and  other  chimer- 
ical contrivances,  that  ever  were  invented.  Since 
education  has  so  equalized  men,  wars  will  not 
often  be  the  result  of  individual  ambition.  They 
wiU  more  frequently  arbe  from  avarice  than  am- 


bition ;  fron^  the  spirit  of  monopoly ;  from  that 
dark,  unsocial  policy,  which  is  now  held  upbjr 
American  statesmen  for  the  admiration  and  adop- 
tion of  the  American  people. 

I  had  wished,  said  Mr.  G.,  to  state  some  Con- 
stitutional objections  to  the  power  ot  Congress; 
but  my  want  of  strength  renders  it  impossible  to 
go  into  this  view.  Indeed,  so  little  respect  is  paid 
to  Constitutional  objections,  even  when  urged 
with  an  ability  which  I  do  not  possess,  that  there 
is  no  encouragement  to  present  them.  The  ioios- 
tice  of  the  system,  however, '  every  body  will  be 
awake  to. 

Sir,  when  Grovernment  undertakes  to  endow 
certain  individuals  or  classes  with  exclusive  privi- 
leges, all  ^he  rest  of  society  beconaes  their  enemies. 
A  consciousness  of  this  produces  the  necessity  of 
combining  for  self-protection.     The  mooopolists 
must  secure  their  ill-gotten  gains  by  strengtheoiog 
the  handsof  theGroyernment  thajt  bestowed  tfaem— 
by  increasing  its  revenue,  patronage,  powers.  The 
(Grovernment,  on  the  other  hand,  must  reward  the 
monopolists  by.  an  increase  of  pdvileges.    Thus 
a  reciprocity  is  begotten  between  them  utterly  in- 
compatible with  the  rights  and  the  happiness  of 
the  rest  of  the  community.    It  is  by  this  illicit 
connexion  between  the  phvileged  classes  and  the 
Federal  Grovernment  that  the  State  sovereignties 
will  be  destroyed — that  their  wise  policy,  intended 
to  counteract  the  natural  tendency  of  society  to 
aristocracy  will  be  subverted,  and*  an  aristocracj. 
the  worst  of  all  kinds,^!  moneyed  aristocracy,  will 
be  established  on  th^ir  ruins.     It  is  no  wonder  that 
the  friends  of  a  consolidated  national  governmeDt 
have  been  invariably  the  advocates  of  this  par- 
tial^ arbitrary  policy.    Some  of  the  loudest  de- 
claimers  against  stars  and  garters,  the  mere  badges 
of  aristocracy,  are  the  most  clamorous  partisans 
•of  this  policy.    They  have  much  dread  o(  the 
sign,  but  have  no  terror  for  the  thing  tigniM, 
They  are  alarmed  at  the  badges,  but  are  willing 
to  submit  to  what  is  essential  in  aristocracy— the 
supremacy  of  the  few.    For  my  part,  sir,  1  would 
rather  see  an  order  of  nobility  established  in  this 
country,  provided  it  be  without  wealth  or  primo- 
geniture, than  to  see  one  hundred  per  cent,  added 
to  the  present  tariff.    I  believe  it  would  do.  more 
to  bring  on  us  all  the  evils  of  aristocracy  than  a 
merely  titular  nobility.    A  compulsory  transferor 
property  from  one  class  to  another  is  the  acme  of 
all  the  mischief  that  a  Government  can  perpe- 
trate.   The  conflicting  interests  of  different  por- 
tions of  societv,  whether  geographical  or  artifi- 
cial, whether  the  result  of  locality  or  legislation, 
have  always  been  difiicult  for  6overninents  to 
manage,     tinder  their  patronage,  they  become 
the  most  deadlv  foes  of  liberty.     No  Govern- 
ments have  hitherto  been  sufficient  to  restram 
their  ambition  and  avarice — not  even  the  milita- 
ry Governments  of  Europe,  with  the  aid  of  th«r 
standing  armies.    We  thought  we  had  discovered^ 
by  our  division  of  powers,  a  system  adequate  to 
this  purpose;  we  thought  our  State  governments 
would  be  a  sufficient  check ;  and  I  beDeve,  if  tbef 
had  not  suffered  their  powers  to  be  usurped,  they 
would  have  proved  so.    T^^ey  might  have  even 
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made  local  intereits  the  instraments  of  self-pres- 
ervation. Bat  thejr  peroutted  the  General  Qor- 
ernment  to  begin  its  coarse  by  assuming  local 
powers ;  by  fostering  the  separate  interests  that  ex- 
isted, and  creating  others,  and  by  endowing  them 
with  privileges.  It  thas  gave  them  an  artificial 
strength,  which  the  State  governments  are  too 
weak  to  control.  The  privileged  classes,  with 
their  asual  sagacity,  early  perceived  that  the  State 
governments  presented  the  principle  obstacle  to 
the  ^^ratification  of  their  ambition  and  avarice. 
Hence,  the  prevalence  of  that  construction  of  the 
CoDstitation  which  would  deprive  them  of  near- 
ly all  their  powers — a  construction  which  has 
gro^m  with  the  growth,  and  strangthened  with 
the  strength  of  these  classes.  Does  any  one  think 
that  this  faskicmatle  construction  arises  from  the 
mere  wantonness  of  speculation  ?  No,  sir;  it  has 
a  practical  end — political  power,  for  the  gratifica- 
tion of  individual  avarice.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
sajr  that  all  those  who  unite  in  this  construction 
unite  in  the  desijg;n.  Many  creeds  and  many  sys- 
tems have  obtained  disinterested  supporters  who 
do  not  participate  in  the  views  with  which  they 
were  created.  But  I  look  not-  to  individuals ;  I 
look  to  causes ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  express 
my  opinion,  that  the  true  cause,  the  final  cause  of 
thisfutraUbgral  construction  is,  the  ambition  of  the 
privileged  classes  contending  for  power  to  gratify 
avarice.  And,  with  the  powers  thev  claim,  what 
may  they  not  accomplish  towards  the  attainment 
of  their  objects?  Under  the  power  of  taxing 
sales  at  auction  they  claim  a  rig^t  over  persons. 
Under  that  of  internal  improvement  they  assert  a 
right  over  property.  With  this  right  over  persons 
and  property,  and  the  right  of  the  Federal  Judi- 
ciary to  control  State  laws  and  judgments,  they 
may  soon  remove  every  impediment  placed  in  their 
way  by  the  State  governments. 

Sir,  we  must  look  very  little  to  consequences  if 
we  do  not  perceive>  in  the  spirit  of  this  construc- 
tion, combined  with  the  political  fanaticism  of  the 
period,  reason  to  anticipate,  at  no  distant  day,  the 
usarpation,  on  the  prart  of  Confess,  of  the  right 
to  legislate  on  a  subject  which,  if  you  once  touch, 
will  inevitably  throw  this  country  into  revolution 
— I  mean  that  of  slavery.  And/  while  the  policy 
of  the  Grovernment  tends  directly  to  produce  re- 
sistance, it  is  admirably  contrived  to  render  it  inef- 
fectual, by  exbausting  the  means,  and  the  strength, 
of  those  from  whom  it  is  apprehended.  .  In  this, 
as  in  other  points  of  view,'  I  can  never  cease  to 
wonder  that  the  prevailing  system  should  have 
found -si^porters  in  some  of  our  Western  States.' 
All  that  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  can  gain  by 
internal  improvement  is  nothing  in  comparison 
with  the  interest  they  have  in  preserving  inviolate 
the  Federal  Constitution,  under  which  so  many 
of  their  dearest  rights  are  secured.  As  to  this 
manufactnring.  anti-commercial,  anti-social  pol- 
icy, which  makes  them,  as  well  as  their  best  cus- 
tomen^  the  Southern  Stated  poor;  which  places 
them  in  th»  same  and  a  worse  relation  to  other 
States  thdn  they  deprecate  as  concerns  England, 
that  of  being  obliged  to  buy,  without  having  any 
thing  to  give  in  exchange ;  it  is  exactly  the  reverse 


of  what  they  really  want.  What  they  really  want 
is  a  system  which  will  enable  them  to  purchase 
foreiffn  goods  at  the  same  price  with  the  people  of 
the  Atlantic  States.  Instead  of  this,  they  come  to 
you,  (some  of  them  at  least,)  tell  you  that  foreign 
goods  are  too  cheap  for  them,  and  |isk  you  to  make 
thepi  dearer — ^to  make  them  pay  more. 

The  Western  States  cannot  manufacture.  The 
want  of  capital,  (of  which  they,  as  well  as  the 
Southern  States,  have  been  drained  by  the  policy 
of  the  Government,)  and  other  causes,  render  it 
impossible.  The  Southern  Stales  are  destined  to 
suffer  more  by  this  policy  than  any  other — the 
Western  next;  but  it  will  not  benefit  the  aggregate 
population  of  any  State.  It  is  for  the  benefit  of 
capitalists  only.  If  persisted  in,  it  will  drive  the 
South  to  ruin  or  resistance.  It  is  painful  to  be 
forced  to  say  so,  but  it  is  necessary.  Our  burdens 
are  already  greater  than  we  can  bear— endurance 
can  go  no  lurther.  The  policy  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, from  the  commencement,  has  been  as  re- 
spects us,  one  of  unabating  exaction.  We  have 
as  yet,  I  verily  believe,  derived  no  advantages 
whatever  from  the  Constitution — not  even  that  of 
exemption  from  foreign  wars ;  for  our  wars  have 
been  for  Northern,  not  for  Southern  interests.  The 
consequence  of  this  oppressive  policy  has  been  a 
degree  of  distress  altogether  inconceivable— dis- 
tress of  which  there  is  no  example  in  a  new  and 
free  country.  This  condition  is  not  to  be  regret- 
ted solely  on  account  of  the  individual  suffering ; 
but  it  throws  society  back — checks  its  improve- 
ment for  generations — perhaps  ages.  If  you  trans- 
fer the  wealth  of  a  country  by  law,  you  transfer 
with  it  the  means  of  educatfon.  Its  new  possess- 
ors, before  they  have  time  to  obtain  education,  get. 
possession  of  the  Government,  and  they  are  inter- 
ested in  so  administering  it  as  to  perpetuated  that 
state  of  things  to  which  they  owe  their  elevation. 
The  struggle  between  the  plunderers  and  the  plun- 
dered, corrupts  the  morals,  of  the  community,  and 
begets  contentions  which  poison  the  fountains  of 
social  life,  and  shake  the  foundations  of  social  or- 
der. .Society  verges  to  the  state  which  the  Abb6 
Maury  said  Characterized  the  French  Revolution— > 
a  state  in  which  every  man  who  has  nothing,  says 
to  every  man  who  has  something,  oU  toi^  queje  fn?y 
meUe — ^^  takeyourself  away,  that  Imay  get  into  your 
place."  These  are  the  consequences  which  may 
be  anticipated,  if  this  system  is  persisted  in. 

Sir,  can  we  be  mistaken  as  to  the  ruinous  ten- 
dency of  this  policy  ?  Can  whole  nations  Be  mis- 
taken? When  I  speak  of  nations,  I  mean  Vir- 
ginia, the  Carolinas,  and  other  great  Southern 
commonwealths.  I  admit  that  nations  have,  oc- 
casionally, been  mistaken;  but  our*  republic  .is 
founded  on  the  supposition  that,  in  the  lonff  run. 
the  people  see  rightly — that  they  are  capable  oi 
self-government.  If  this  maxim  be  true,  and  if, 
for  a  series  of  years — ^for  more  than  a  generation — 
in  peace  and  in  war — ^in  prosperity  and  adversity — 
in  every  vicissitude  we  have  undergone — we  have 
entertained  but  one  clear,  determined,  unalterable 
opinion  of  the  destructive  effect  of  this  policy,  is  it 
possible  to  believe  we  are  mistaken '?  If  you  say 
sO,  then  you  renounce  the  principles  of  your  Gov** 
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ernmeiit.  If  yoa  say  we  are  not  mistaken,  but 
that  you  will  use  your  nameridal  sqperiority  to  im- 
pose this  odious  system  on  us  against  our  will,  then 
you  are  willing  to  incur  the  guilt  and  reproach  of 
tyranny.  You  must  either  renounce  the  princi- 
ples of  your  Government,  or  must  abuse  its  powers. 
The  alternatires  are  before  you.  But  when  I  look  on 
those  by  whom  I  am  surrounded,  and  consider  that 
the  yery  circumstance  of  their  being  here  is  a  proof 
of  their  attachment  to  the  principles  of  their  Gk>T- 
ernment,  I  will  never  believe  that  they  will  re- 
n ounce  them.  When  I  rej^rd  them  as  fellow  men , 
with,  all  the  kindly  affections  and  generous  spirit 
of  humanity,  I  cannot  believe  that  they  will  ever 
be  tyrants.  When  I  look  upon  them  in  the  more 
endearing  character  of  countrymen,  and  the  more 
sacred  one  of  patriots ;  when  I  remember  that  our 
fathers  purchased  our  common  freedom  with  their 
common  blood,  I  will  not,  cannot,  must  not  be- 
lieve, that  the  sons  are  going  to  turn  against  each 
other,  and  the  stronger  to  raise  their  fratricidal 
hands  to  destroy  their  weaker  brothers. 
'   When  Mr.  Garnbtt  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  commenced 
a  speech  on  the  same  side  of  the  question ;  but,  at 
three  •  o'clock  gave  way  for  a  motion  that  the 
Committee  rise.  The' Committee  rose  accord- 
ingly, and  the  House  adjourned. 


Batdrdat,  April  3. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  20th  ultimo,  commu- 
cating  information  in  relation  to  measures  adopted 
in  concert  with  foreign  Gk)vernments  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  African  slave  trade,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  raised  upon  so  much  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, as  relates  to  that  trade. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  altering 
the  times  of  holding  the  courts  in  the  District  of 
Columbia :''  Whereupon,  Mr.  Little  withdrew 
his  motion  to  lay  the  said  bill  on  the  table,  which 
was  depending  yesterday,  and  moved  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, which  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Stat^, 
for  the  year  1824,".  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  confirming  certain 
acts  of  James  Miller,  as  Grovernor  of  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  inquired  into  the  circumstances 
which  led  to  the  necessity  of  this  act,  which  were 
stated  in  reply  by  Mr.  Webster.  Mr.  Taylor, 
of  New  York,  called  for  the  reading  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Cocke  movtd  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  have  certain 
amendments  made  therein.  The  motion  did. not 
prevail,  and  the  bill  was  then  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Senate. 


An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing 
the  executors  of  John  B.  Mebane  to  collect  certain 
arrears  of  internal  taxes,"  was  read  a  third  time^ 
and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  several  acts  providing  for  as- 
certaining and  adjusting  the  titles  and  eta  ims  to 
land  in  the  St.  Helena'  and  Jackson  Courthouse 
land  districts,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands.. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  Resolved  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
Mr.  CoNDicT  in  the  Chair^  on  the  bill  'f  to  amend 
the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports." 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  resumed 
and  concluded  his  speech  on  the  general  principles 
of  the  bill,  and  in  opposition  to  its  passage.  His 
speech  follows  in  extenso  r 

Mr.  Williams  said  he  was  admonished,  by 
every  circumstance,  to  use' brevity  in  the  observa- 
tions he  was  about  to  submit  to  the  Committee. 
The  late  hour  of  the  evening,  the  exhaustion  of 
the  House,  and,  above  ail,  the  length  of  discussion 
which  had  preceded  him,  could  not  fail  to  impress 
him  with  the  necessitv  of  drawing  his  remarks  to  a 
close  as  soon  as  possiole.  Indeed,  said  he,  the  dis- 
cussion Which  nas  already  taken  pla<:e  would 
seem  to  forbid  the  belief- that  any  thing  more 
should  be  offered.  Hitherto,  I  have  been  content 
to  remi^in  only  a  listener  to  the  remarks  and  ob- 
servations of  gentlemen,  who,  from  time  to  time, 
have  engaged  in  the  debate ;  not  that  I  have  been 
insensible  of  the  deep  importance  of  this  question, 
or  of  the  vital  interests  involved  in*  its  issue ;  on 
the  contrary,  my  concern  has.  increased  in  ratio 
if^ith  the  zeal  and  perseverance  manifested  in 
pressing  this  subject  upon  our  attention.  Year 
after  year  this  measure  has  been  defeated,  and 
year  after  year  it  has  been  renewed  with  additional 
spirit,  and  still  greater  determination  on  the  part 
of  its  advocates.  Frofh  these  facts,  thus  annually 
disclosed,  one  might  be  led  to  think  that  some 
choice  boon,  some  great  and  invaluable  blessing, 
was  to  be  attained.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
who  resist  the  measure  view  it  as  an  evil  fraught 
with  consequences  the  most  dangerous,  tending  to 
results  the  most  pernicious  and  calculated  to  mast 
the  fair  prospects  qf  this  happytountry.  It  is  not 
mj  purpose  to  attempt  to  reconcile  this  conflict  of 
opinion,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  so  great  a- diver* 
sity  could  not  exist  unless  it  proceeded  from  more . 
causes  than  are  generally  found  to  operate  upon 
our  re^lar  and  unbiassed  conclusions.  The  quick 
and  lively  attractives  of  interests,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted, have  some  influence  ut>on  our  delibera- 
tions, because  the  geographical  boundary  which 
separates  our  minds  upon  this  question  proves* 
that  we  are  guided  more  or  less  by  what  we  con- 
ceive to  be  the  wishes  and  desires  of  those  whom 
we  represent.  In  regard  to  myself,  I  admit  this 
to  be  the  fact,  and  I  trust  gentlemen  will  not  say 
I  want  liberality  when  I  impute  to  them  no  wone 
motive  than  I  myself  avow.  Yes.  sir.  it  is  in 
consequence  of  tke  effect  Which  I  believe  this 
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rill  have  upon  the  interest  of  thoee  whom 
I  represent,  it  is  in  consequence  of  the  effect  which 
I  believe -it  will  hare  upon  the  interest  of  the 
country  in  general,  that  I  am  induced,  on  this 
occasion,  to  contribute  my  mite  against  its 
adoption. 

There  were,  said  Mr.  W.,  some  prominent  ar- 
guments presented  in  support  of  the  bill,  which  it 
was  his  intention  to  examine,  but  it  would,  per- 
haps, be  more  proper  to  notice  in  the  first  place 
the  peculiar  manner  employed  by  gentlemen  to 
aid  tnem  in  the  discussion.  The  honorable  Speaker 
(Mr.  Clay)  had  thought  fit  to  call  the  friends  of 
the  hill  ^  the  advocates  of  an  American  policy," 
and  at  the  same  time  characterized  us  who  oppose 
it,  as  the  friends  "  of  a  foreign  policy."  Sir,  tnese 
designations  must  be  reversed,  because  there  is 
neither  justice  nor  propriety  in  such  «n  application 
of  them  as  has  been  made  by  the  Speaker.  What 
policy  does  he  advocate  ?    Not  the  past  or  present 
noUcy  of  the  United  States.    How,  then,  can  he 
be  the  advocate  of  aa  American  policy?-  He 
wishes  to  depart  from  the  policy  pursued  ever 
since  the  establishment  of  our  Gh>vernment,  and 
to  adopt  that  pursued  by  Qreat  Britain.     But 
those  opposed  to  the  bill,  wish  to  maintain  the 
pK>licy  the  United  States  have  always  pursued 
since  their  independence  as  a  nation.    Then,  in 
truth,  and  in  fact,  we  are  the  advocates  of  an 
American  policy,  while  the    Speaker  and  his 
friends  are  the  advocates  of  a  British  policy.   We 
reprobate  the  policy  of  England ;  we  wish  to  avoid 
it,  to  rescue  our  country  from  the  danger  of  falling 
into  it.    The  Speaker,  on  the  other  hand,  admires 
that  piolicy ;  eulogizes  it  in  the  highest  terms,  and 
is  desirous  the  United  States  should  adopt  it.    If 
it  be  true,  therefore,  that  Great  Britain ds  a  for-, 
eign  country,  the  Speaker  is  the  advocate  '^  of  a 
foreign  policy,"  and  we  wh6  oppose  the    bill 
must  be  considered  the  friends  of  an  '^American 
policy." 

He  would  notice,  he  said,  in  the  next  place,  the 
very  great  address  with  which  this  subiect  had, 
from  other  quarters,  been  pressed  upon  the  atten- 
tion 6f  the  American  people.  The  campaign  was 
regularly  opened  some  six  or  seven  years  ago,  and 
1k8^  been  systematically  pursued  up  to  the  present 
time.  Puolications  have  appeared,  in  every  pos- 
sible shape ;  addresses  have  been  made  to  gain 
proselytes  to  what  has  been  termed  the  great  cause 
of  "  national  industry."  Yes,  sir ;  this  phrase, 
natianeU  inckutry^  has  had,  and  no  doubt  was  in- 
.tended  to  have,  a  most  magical  influence  upon 
the  opinions  of  our  fellow-citizens.  The  evils  of 
idleness  have  been  portrayed  in  slowing  colors ; 
the  miseries  of  want  and  wretchedness  luive  been 
displayed  with  a  kind  of  fervid  eloquence,  and  we 
hare  been  required,  by  every  consideration,  to  aid 
in  promoting  the  great  cause  of  national  industry. 
From  what  has  been  said  one  might  be  led  to 
think  that  our  people  had  abandoned  all  the  pur- 
suits and  occupations  of  labor,  and  that  we  were 
converted  into  a  nation  of  idle,  dissolute  vagrants. 
Bat,  although  some  sach  instances  may  be  found, 
yet,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  general  dis- 
tress does  not  exbt  to  the  extent  which  has  been  J 


imagined.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Wbbbter)  has  told  us  that  nothing  of  the 
kind  has  come  within  his  observation.  So  far  as 
I  am  enabled  to  judge,  I  believe  it  may  be  said  that 
the  Southern  country  is  .generally  free  from  such 
scenes  of  suffering  and  distress  as  have  b^n  de- 
picted. This  outcry,  therefore,  or  the  greater  part 
of  it,  has  proceeded  from  one  class  only,  (the 
manufacturers,)  who,  being  themselves  in  what 
they  were  pleased  to  consider  an  unprofitable  busi- 
ness, have  affected  to  think  that  the  whole  nation 
was  in  the  road  to  ruin.  What,  sir !  are  the  man- 
ufacturers the  only  class  in  the  community  1  If 
they  should  cease  to  operate  entirely,  does  it  fol- 
low that  all  labor  would  likewise  cease  ?  Not  at 
all.  The  manufacturing  labor  is  very  small  com- 
pared to  the  agffreffate  labor  of  the  other  pursuits; 
and,  although  the  foirmer  should  wholly  cease,  our 
condition  would  not  be  so  wretched  as  it  has  been 
described. 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  admitted  what  the  Speaker  had 
said,  that  labor  was  essentially  necessary ;  that, 
without  it^  neither  individuals  nor  nations  can  be 
prosperous.  It  is,  indeed,  a  law  of  man's  nature, 
for  it  is  written  "  that,  in  the  sweat  of  his  brow 
shall  he  eat  bread."  If  we  look  abroad,  we  see 
that  the  same  law  ap|>lies  to  all  animated  nature ; 
that  the  fowls  mount  into  the  air;  that  the  beasts, 
paze  in  the  fields  or  range  through  the  forests,  all 
m  quest  of  food.  Labor,  then,  is  the  universal 
law  of  our  nature,  to  which  every  one  is  bound  to 
submit.  If  he  violates  this  law,  or  neglects  the 
duty  it  enjoins,  evil  must  ensue,  as  the  necessary, 
the  inevitable  consequence.  But  does  it  likewise 
follow,  that  manufactures  are  the  great  object  in 
which  the  nation  should  engage,  or  that  we  cease 
to  be  a  laborious,  as  soon  as  we  cease  to  be  a  man- 
ufacturing  people?  No,  it  does  not.  Though 
manufactunng  should  stop  altogether,  aepriculture, 
and  the  other  pursuits  which  constitute  the  greater 
object,  would  still  flourish  and  prosper.  We 
were  told,  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Wood,)  that  the  agricultural  labor  was  equal  to 
eighty-three  per  cent.,  while  the  manufacturing 
was  only  three  and  a  half.  Now,  until  gentlemen 
show  that  the  greater  should  subserve  the  less  ii|- 
terest,  t  shall  contend  that  we  are  not  bound  to 
notice  the  cries  of  a  small  class  in  the  community, 
especially  when  that  class  are  not  so  profitably 
employed  as  they  would  be  if  directed  to  other 
pursuits.  Away,  then,  with 'the  plea,  that  it  is 
necessary  to  encourage  national  industry  by  pro- 
tecting manufactures.  It  is  a  delusion  to  employ 
such  terms,  because  the  industry  of  the  nation 
would  flourish  without  the  protection  which  is 
sought  for  manufactures.  Indeed,  the  manufa^o- 
turing  labor  of  the  country  scarcely  deserves  to  be 
considered  in  forming  an  estimate  of  the  whole 
industry  of  the  nation.  It  might  as  well  be  sup- 
posed that  a  single  town  or  country  was  equal  to 
all  the  rest  of  the  United  States,  lis  to  say  that 
tuUumal  industry  consisted  in  the  labor  applied  to 
manufactures. 

He  would  now  proceed,  Mr.  W.  said,  to  exam- 
ine those  prominent  arguments  in  favor  of  the 
biU  to  which  he  had  before  alluded.    It  had  been 
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contended  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Ton,)  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who 
reported  the  bill,  that  it  wais  necessary  to  adopt 
the  measure  to  make  us  independent  of  foreign 
Powers.  This  had  likewise  been  much  insisted 
on  by  the  Speaker,  and  the  various  other  gentle- 
men who  have  participated  in  the  discussion.  But, 
of  all  the  arguments  presented  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
it  is  perhaps  the  most  imposing,  while  at  the  same 
time  it  is  the  most  fallacious.  In  my  judgment, 
it  is  a  complete  inversion  of  the  fact,  to  say  that 
we  are  dependent  on  England  when  we*  ramish 
the  raw  material,  and  she  supplies  the  manufac- 
tured commodity.  I  would  rather  think  that  Eng- 
land is  dependent  upon  us,  and  we  independent  of 
her,  in  such  a  state  of  commercial  intercourse. 
To  illustrate  this  idea,  I  would  ask  who  of  all 
men  is  the  most  independent?  The  answer  is 
easy  and  obvious :  The  man  who  has  a  suffi- 
cient supply  of  food  is  the  only  one  who  can  be 
called  a2>«o2u<e{y  independent,  because  all  others 
wh6  have  not  this  supply,  must  be  dependent  upon 
him  who  c4n  furnish  it.  Breadstufis  are  indis- 
pensably necessary ;  and.  in  proportion  as  men 
regard  the  preservation  ot  their  lives  as  the  most 
important  of  all  objects,  in  the  same  proportion 
will  they  be  dependent  or  independent,  according 
to  the  supply  they  may  have  of  the  necessary 
means  of  subsistence.  Now,  it  may  be  assertea, 
as  a  truth  undeniable  and  irresistible,  that  what 
makes  one  man  independent,  will  also  make  any 
number  of  men  independent.  In  other  words,  if 
one  individual,  having  a  bountiful  supply  of  the 
articles  of  subsistence  is  more  independent  than 
the  oiie  who  has  not  such  supply,  it  follows  that 
the  nation  which  has  a  supply  of  those  articles,  is 
more  independent  than  the  nation  which  has  it 
not. 

1^ he  United  States,  for  example,  grow  bread- 
stuffs,  while  England  manufactures  clothing. 
Now,  in  an  absolute  sense,  which  is  the  most  in- 
dependent ?  we,  with  all  the  articles  of  subsistence, 
or  Great  Britain,  with  all  the  articles  of  clothing  ? 
Certainly  no  one  can  doubt  but  that  the  United 
States  would  be  the  most  independent,  and  the 
same  course  of  reasoning  applies  to  the  nation 
which  furnishes  the  raw  material,  as  contradis- 
tinguished from  the  one  which  supplies  the  man- 
ufacture. Snppose,  again,  for  the  sake  of  illus- 
tration, that  one  nation  srows  all  the  wool,  while 
another  manufactures  aU  the  cloth,  which,  in  the 
same  absolute  sense,  is  the  most  independent?  I 
answer,  that  the  one  growing  the  wool  is  most 
independent,  because  the  other,  which  happens  to 
possess  the  cloth,  must  cease  to  manufacture  if  the 
raw  material  should  be  withheld,  which  may  be 
done  at  an v  time  by  the  nation  growing  the  wool. 
Then,  if  the  United  States  furnish  the  raw  ma- 
terial, and  England  manufactures  it,  the  former, 
I  say,  are  more  independent  than  the  latter,  be- 
cause we  can  withhold  the  article  at  any  time 
when  we  please,  while  Great  Britain,  for  the 
want  of  it,  must  cease  to  manufacture.  If  she 
ceases  to  manufacture,  she  must  of  course  cease 
to  sell ;  and  if  she  ceases  to  sell,  she  will  conse- 
quently be  deprived  of  those  articles  of  subsistence 


with  which  she  is  supplied  by  the  sale  of  her  com- 
modities. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  alleges  that 
England  will  not  take  our  produce ;  but  the  alle- 
gation is  no  answer  to  this  part  of  the  argument : 
for,  if  England  will  not  take  our  produce,  it  is 
evident  our  trade  with  her  must  cease,  and  then 
the  exact  state  of  non-intercourse  which  we  ex- 
pect to  bring  about  by  laV,  will  be  prodaeed 
without  law.  England,  sir,  is  not  so  foolish  as  to 
trade  with  us,  if  we  do  not  make  payment,  and 
this  we  cannot  do,  if  she  will  not  receive  our  pro- 
duce, as  I  shall  endeavor  to  show  more  fullv  here- 
after. So  far,  then,  from  our  being  depenoent  on 
England,  she  is,  in  fact,  dependent  on  us,  and  the 
only  way  we  can  keep  ner  in  any  degree  depend- 
ent upon  us,  is,  to  furnish  the  aw  material,  and 
receive,  in  return,  the  manufacture  commodity. 

Let  it  not,  said  Mr.  W.,  be  understood  that  I 
am  the  advocate  for  that  state  of  absolute  inde- 
pendence of  which  I  have  spoken,  or  that  I  con- 
tend we  can  do  without  manufactured  commodi- 
ties, produced  either  by  ourselves  or  some  other 
country.  I  admit  what  the  Speaker  said,  viz., 
that  they  are  necessary:  thatwe  must  have  them; 
that  the  mere  supply  of  our  animal  wants  is  not 
sufficient.  Of  the  correctness  of  this  position.  I 
entertain  no  doubt ;  but  when  he  and  other  gen- 
tlemen condemn  the  poUcy  of  our  GrovemmeDt, 
and  charge  it  with  subjecting  us  to  an  improper 
degree  of  dependence  on  foreign  Powers,  it  be- 
comes a  matter  of  importance  to  examine  their 
arguments,  to  trace  them  .into  the  elepients  on 
which  they  are  founded,  and  see  whether  in  truth 
and  in  fact  they  are  applicable  to  the  case^  or  are 
entided  to  dl  that  weight  upon  our  minds  which 
they  are  designed  to  have^  If  this  be  done,  it  will 
be  seen  that,  although  we  are  dependent  upon 
England  for  ner  manufactures,  yet  she  is  equally 
dependent  upon  us  for  the  raw  material,  if  not 
more  so;  that  we  can  do  as  well  without  her 
manufactures,  as  she  can  without  our  raw  mate- 
rials. .The  argument,  then,  that  we  are  depen- 
dent upon  England,  should  not,  I  think,  have  any 
very  great  weight  on  our  minds ;  because,  V  the 
fact  be  admitted,  it  only  poves  that  the  depen- 
dence is  reciprocal.  But,  if  we  wanted  to  make 
England  completely  independent  of  the  United 
States,  we  could  not  take  a  more  direct  course  to 
accomplish  the  object,  than  to  drive  her,  by  oar 
restrictions,  to ,  otAer  countries,  for  the  supply  of 
that  raw  produce  with  which  her  manufactures 
are  kept  up,  and  by  which  her  labor  is  continued 
in  operation. 

Again:  it  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  that  we  ought  to  adopt  this  policy 
because  other  nations  are  pursuing  it;  that,  al- 
though the  English  writers  on  political  economy 
condemn  the  policy  of  their  restrictive  system, 
yet  the  practice  of  the  Government  is  different; 
that  we  ought  to  regard  and  imitate  the  practice 
of  the  Gh)vernment  rather  than  follow  the  pre- 
cepts and  doctrines  of  her  writers.  In  this,  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  been  joined  by 
the  Speaker,  who  had  denounced  the  authority  of 
all  foreign  writers  on  the  subject  of  political 
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economy.  Mr.  W.  said  that  he  objected  to  the 
whole  of  the  reasoning  of  those  gentlemen,  be- 
cause, by  it,  every  enormity  of  the  British  Gk)v- 
enunent  could  not  onljr  be  justified,  but  held  up  as 
an  example  for  bur  imitation.  He  would  as  soon 
look,  continued  Mr.  W.,  to  England  for  lessons  in 
regard  to  the  form  of  our  Qovemment,  as  to  her 
practice  for  lessons  teaching  us  the  proper  admin- 
istration of  it.  When  did  the  GrOTernment  of 
England  ever  pursue  a  bepevolent,  humane,  and 
consistent  coarse?  when  did  her  practice  ever 
conform  to  the  doctrines  of  her  sage  and  philan- 
thropic writers?  Never,  he  believed,  except  in 
the  instances  mentioned  bv  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour,)  and  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webster.)     Were  the 

grinciples  of  Sidney  less  correct,  less  virtuous,  or 
!ss  republican,  because  the  practice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment was  different  from  those  principles?  or 
because  that  illustrious  man  fell  a  martyr  to  them? 
Was  the  eloquence  of  a  Chatham  less  a  vehicle  of 
truth  and  sound  pdicy  because  the  Oovernment 
did  not  pursue  the  course  which  he  pointed  out? 
Nay,  more,  Was  the  enlistment  of  tne  savage — 
the  employment  of  the  tomahawk  and  scalping 
knife,  dnrmff  our  Revolution,  l«s  odious  and 
abominable  because  it  was  directly  at  variance 
with  the  views  of  some  of  her  best  and  most  en- 
lightened men?  In  all  these  instances,  and  many 
more  which  might  be  mentioned,  the  practice  of 
England  had  been  different  from  the  doctrines  of 
her  wisest  and  most  patriotic  writers;  but  are 
these  doctrines,  for  that  reason,  less  to  be  ad- 
mired, applauded,  and  followed  by  the  American 
people?  Some  writers  in  England  contend  for 
a  Parliamentary  reform,  but  yet  the  practice  of 
the  Government  is  against  it.  If,  then,  we  ought 
to  adopt  the  practice  of  the  €k)vernment,  rather 
than  the  doctrines  of  her  writers,  every  institution 
in  our  own  country  must,  upon  that  principle,  be 
changed.  Instead  of  a  republic  recognising  the 
people  as  the  only  sovereign  power,  we  must  have 
a  hereditary  monarch — a  House  of  Lords,  and 
septennial  Parliaments. 

Gentlemen  could  not  have  been  aware  of  tlie 
extent  to  which  their  arguments  would  lead, 
when  they  said  that  the  practice  of  Englana 
should  be  considered  as  authority,  rather  than  the 
writings  of  her  statesmen.  No.  sir,  said  Mr.  W., 
I  would  look  to  the  practice  ol  England  for  au- 
thority in  nothing;  but  -I  would  look  to  the  writ- 
ings of  her  statesmen  for  authority  in  many  things. 
It  was  from  the  doctrines  of  her  writers,  and  not 
the  practice  of  her  Government,  that  our  Revolu- 
tionary forefathers  derived  many  useful  and  im- 
portant lessons  on  the  subject  of  freedom;  it  was 
Irom  the  holy  zeal,  the  patriotic  ardor,  thus  in- 
spired, that  they  resolved  to  be  independent.  Yes, 
sir,  onr  own  Revolution,  forming  as  it  does  a  new 
era  in  the  history  of  human  afiairs,  and  all  the 
felicitous  consequences  flowing  from  it,  are  to  be 
ascribed,  in  a  considerable  degree,  to  the  doctrines 
of  British  writers ;  but  in  no  degree  whatever  to 
the  practice  of  the  British  Government.  As,  then . 
that  authority  has  been  respected,  and  attendea 
ta  in  the  great  work  of  forming  the  Government 


— ^in*  the  establishment  of  our  present  political 
system — so,  I  say,  it  may  be  wise  and  useful  to 
regard  the  same  authority  in  administering  the 
Grovernment.  Hence,  when  we  advert  to  the  au- 
thority of  British  writers,  gentlemen  should  not 
think  that  we  do  so  in  consequence  of  any  friend* 
ly  feeling  towards  the  Gbvernment  of  that  coun- 
try. I  admit  what  gentlemen  say,  that  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Government  is  opposed  to  the  writings; 
but  it  is  in  consequence  of  this  very  opposition 
that  I  rely  upon  the  writings.  For  it  must  be 
confessed  that  I  would  suspect,  nay,  instantly  re- 
ject, the  authority  of  any  British  writer  who 
should  undertake  to  prove  that  the  practice  of  the 
English  Government  was  correct  and  humane  in 
any  respect  whatsol^ver,  except  ia  the  instances 
be/ore  referred  to. 

Now,  let  me  ask  what  is  proposed  to  be  done  hf 
this  bill  ?  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has 
already  answer^  this  question.  He  has  told  us 
that  he  wishes  to  regulate  trade  in  a  particular 
way ;  to  make  it  more  advantageous  to  the  coun- 
try than  it  has  been  for  some  time^  or  probably 
will  be  again  unless  a  measure  or  the  kind  he 
offers  should  be  adopted.  But  can  you  succeed 
in  this  object?  I  thmk  not;  for  trade  depends  on 
a  thousand  contingencies,  over  which  you  can 
have  no  control.  Can  you  regulate  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  the  seasons  ?  Can  you  control  the  ele- 
ments? Ca^  you  still  the  wind,  or  silence  the 
roaring  tempest  ?  Can  you  command  the  sun  to 
suspend  his  scorching  beams,  or  call  down  mois- 
ture firom  the  clouds,  that  the  earth  may  bring 
forth  its  accustomed  rruits?  Unless  you  can  do 
all  this,  your  present  effort  will  be  vain ;  for  trade 
may  be  compared  to  a  fluid  extremely  subtle,  im- 
palpable to  the  touch,  always  eluding  your  grasp, 
and  constantly  bidding  defiance  to  your  regula- 
tions. It  will  go  where  it  listeth,  and  every  at- 
tempt to  impede  its  progress  only  adds  to  the 
diflSculty  and  embarrassment  of  the  individuals 
or  nations  concerned  in  making  the  attempt. 
Hence,  the  wisdom  of  the  rule,  (though  derived 
from  British  writers,)  that  trade  will  regulate  it- 
self; that  it  is  most  advantageous  when  least 
restricted.  If  there  is  any  principle  in  political 
economy  which  contains  the  truth  and  force  of  an 
axiom,  it  is.this. 

But,  the  Speaker  says  the  principle  is  incorrect, 
and  we  ought  to  adopt  a  difiierent  policy  to  make 
money  more  plenty,  and  relieve  the  distress  of  the 
country.  But  this  object  cannot  be  accomplished. 
For,  how  are  we  to  liring  money  into  the  country 
without  foreign  commerce?  We  have  nbt  any 
gdd  or  silver  mines  to  produce  a  supply  of  the 
preciaus  metab ;  and  the  specie  first  brought  into 
the  country  by  foreign  trade  would  have  remained 
with  us  but  for  the  establishment  of  banks.  Sup- 
pose, however,  that  foreign  teade,  as  gentlemen 
allege,  takes  specie  away  from  the  country.  I 
contend  that  it  wHl,  in  due  season,  bring  it  back 
again,  because,  in  this  instance,  foreign  tt'ade  only 
takes  out  of  the  country  what  foreign  trade  had 
previously  brought  into  it  Therefore,  if  gentle- 
men charffe  foreign  trade  with  taking  specie  away 
from  us,  they  must  credit  foreign  trade  with  hav- 
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ing  brought  specie  into  the  coontrv  in  the  first 
instance ;  and  thus  the  account  will  certainly  be' 
balanced. 

Admitting  the  position  assumed  by  the  genxle- 
man  from  Pennsylvania  that  the  passage  of  this 
bill  will  prevent  our  money  from  ^oing  out  of  the 
country,!  still  contend  that  the  objected  proposed, 
viz.,  of.  making  money  more  plenty,  will'  not  be 
answered.  Every  one  must  acknowledge  that  we 
have  not,  at  this  time,  a  sufficient  supply  of  gold 
and  silver,  for  the  purposes  of  a  circulating  me- 
dium. If  you  pass  this  bill,  in  a  great  degree  pro- 
hibiting foreign  commerce,  how  are  you  to  ^et 
specie  back  in  sufficient  quantity  to  supply  us  with 
a  circulating  medium?  Instead  of  inviting  it  to 
return,  ]rou  forever  exclude  and  keep  it  out.  If  a 
man,  said  Mr.  W.,  were'  to  shut  his  doors  upon 
his  neighbor,  to  give  him  evidence  of  a  welcome 
reception,  the  act  would  scarcely  be  more  unrea- 
sonable or  uncivil  than  the  one  here  proposed. 
For,  if  you  have  not  specie  enough,  you  should 
endeavor  to  correct  the  evil  by  encouraging  rather 
than  prohibiting  greater  importations  of  it. 

Should  you  choose,  however*  to  pass  the  bill,  in 
order  to  make  sure  or  what  money  we  have,  to  be 
certain'  of  keeping  it  amongst  us,  can  ^ou  succeed 
eren  in  this?  '  No,  you  cannot  Spain,  we  were 
told  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Webbtbr,)  has  been  more  restricted  in  her  com- 
merce than  any  other  natiod  in  J^urope;  but  have 
ber  arbitrarjr,  tyrannical  laws,  prohioiting,  under 
■  heavv  penalties^  the  exportaticm  of  specie  answered 
the  oBjects  designed  by  their  enactment?  Not  in 
the  least..  The  precious  metals  were  of  less  value 
i&  Spain  than  in  other  nations  of  the  world,  and  go 
they  would,  in  spite  of  every  r^ulation  to  the  con- 
trary. Monev,  like  a  fluid,  willseek  its  own  level ; 
and  if  the  gold  and  silver  now  in  our  country  are 
.  tempted  to  go  abroad  in  the  channels  of  rozular 
commercial  intercourse,  I  say  let  them  go.  They 
will  certainly  come  back  when  more  lieeded  in 
this  than  in  a  foreign  country.  The  same  cause 
which  first  brought  them  to  us  will  induce  them 
to  revisit  our  shores.  iC  required  by  the  regular 
demands  of  trade.  We  need  be  under  no  appre- 
hension to  the  cotttrarjr  so  lon^  as  if e  avoiu  the 
injudicious  and  impolitic  restramts  of  a  prohibi- 
tory system. 

But  the  passage  of  the  bill,  said  Mr.  W.,  de- 
stroys foreign  commerce,  without  which  we  never 
should  have  had  so  mucir  as  a^  guinea  or  a  doUar. 
If,  therefore,  you  destroy  the  means  of  supply,  how 
are  our  future  wants  to  be  answered  in  regard  to 
a  circulating. medium?  In  this  condition,  we 
shall  be  obliged  to  do,  from  necessity,  what  we 
have  already  done  from  a  wish  to  speculate  i(nd  a 
desire  to  possess  Inordinate  wealth.  We  shall  be 
eompelleu  to  establish  banks  and  to  depend  alto- 
gether upon  paper  money  j  there  is  no  other  alter- 
Batire.-  To  this  end  we  shall  finally  come,  and  I 
must  be  permitted  to  ask  wnether  any  gentleman 
would  desire  to  see  us  in  such  a  condition?  I 
should  hope  not,  because  it  is  evident  that  our 
difficulties  and  embarrassments  are  ascribed,  in  a 
great  degree^  to  an  extrava^gant  issue  of  paper 
Bioaey.    This,  and  not  foreign  trade,  has  caused 


our  afflictions.  Instead  of  aggravating,  foreiga 
trade  had  alleviated  the  mischief.  In  the  courM 
of  the  debate,  it  had  been  proved,  very  clearly, 
that,  wherever  paper  money  existed,  the  same  dis- 
tress had  prevailed,  in.  a  greater  or  lesser  degree. 
In  the  United  Stateq^  in  Germany,  and  even  in 
England,  it  had  been  the  case. 
From  these  riews,  it  would  seem,  then,  that  the 

Sassage  of  the  bill  would  afibrd  no  relief  to  the 
istresses  of  the  country.    The  money,  which  is 
to  circulate,  as  gentlemen  tell  us,  in  plenty  and 
abundance,  will  not^  consist  of  gold  and  silver, 
but  bank  notes.    At  one  time  there  was  a  sort  of 
epidemic  in  favor  of  the  paper  system,  and  as 
many  as  forty  new  banks  were  established  in  a 
particular  State,  during  one  session  of  their  Legis- 
lature.   This  measure  was  hailed  as  a  panacea 
for  their  distresses ;  but  did  it  turn  out  so  in  fact? 
No ;  instead  of  curing,  it  aggravated  the  erii  in 
a  tenfold  degree.    Having  failed  to  obtain  the  de- 
sired rcdief  from  banks^  we  now  seem  anxious  to 
try  the  manufacturing  system,  in  the  hope  thal^ 
by  adopting  it,  we  shall  remedy  all  complaints. 
But,  if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  it  will  prove  no 
more  efficacious  than  the  banking  system :  on  the 
contrary^  it  will  tend  to  increase  the  evil ;  it  will 
give  us  a  paper  money  which,  not  being  founded 
on  a  specie  basis,  will  be  liable  to  all  the  evils  of 
depreciation,  such  as  were exp^tenced  at  the  close 
of  the  Resolution,  or  at  the  termination  of  the  late 
war :  whereas,  if  you  permit  foreign  trade  to  pro- 
oeedas  it  has  done;  if  you  allow  the  precious 
metals  to  be  imported ;  if  you  prohibit  banks  en- 
tirely, or  require  them  to  he  founded  upon  a  specie 
capital,  so  as  to  prevent  an  extravagant  issue  of 
'paper  money,  then  will  the  commerce  of  the  coun* 
try  flow  in  regular  and  undisturbed  channeb ;  then 
will  the  lalK>rer  be  rewarded  for  his  toil  with 
monev  of  aeertain,ittTariable  value;  then,  and 
not  till  then,  will  our  whole  people  be  contented 
,  and  happj'. 

This  new  of  the  subject,  Mr.  W.  said,  had  been 
much  strengthened  by  information' he  had  receired 
from  a  ffenueman  of  this  House,  who  in  part  rep- 
resented one  of  the  Western  States.  That  ^- 
tleman  had  told  him  that  the  circulating  medium 
of  the  State  from  which  he  conaesj  had  been  in  a 
Tery  unsound,  disordered  condition.  The  peo|^e^ 
at  the  same  time,  were  much  embarrassed  with 
debts  to  a  great  amount.  Instead  of  seeking  r^ef 
by  creating  more  banks,  they  had  depended  upon 
industry ;  they  had  resorted  to  labor,  which  the 
Speaker  had  said  was  essentially  necessary  to  in* 
sure  national  wealth  and  prosperity.  When  they 
became  involved,  pork,  the  grekt  staple  of  that 
country,  bore  a  price  equal  to  ten  dollars  a  hun- 
dred. It  bad  afterwards  fallen,  and  sustained  a 
price  of  from  three  to  five  dollars,  but  yet  the 
people  had  been  able,  at  these  reduced  prices,  to 
rescue  themselves  rrom  their  embarrassments. 
HereL  then,  was  evidence,  showing  how  much 
could  be  done  by  labor,  and  how  little  by  banks. 
Had  these  people  depended  for  felief  upon  further 
issues  of  paper  money,  no  doubt  their  distresses 
would  have  oeen  ii^creased :  whereas,  by  adopting 
a  difoent  coursei  they  have  completely  extricated 
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liiemselvesy  wbieh  will  be  the  ease  in  erery  in- 
stance where  reliance  is  had  upon  the  same  means. 
Here  he  was  met,  Mr.  W.  said,  by  the  declaration 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylrania,  that  he  did 
BOt  intend  to  destroy  foreign  trade.  It  is  due  to 
that  gentleman  to  say,  that  I  believe  him  sincere 
in  his  statements,  but  I  nevertheless  think  him 
mistaken  in  the  opinions  he  formed  as  to  the  effects 
of  this  measpre.  For,  how  can  he  derive  any 
possible  benent  from  it^  unless  it  tends  to  destroy 
commerce  or  lessen  the  importation  of  foreign 
goods  1  The  body  politic,  like  the  body  natural, 
may  at  times  be  given  to  a  little  excess.  The 
commercial  appetite  of  the  nation,  so  to  speak,- 
may  occasionally  nerhaps  take  too  nfuch,  but  gen- 
erally DO  mq^  will  be  ponsumed  than  is  conducive 
to  the  health  and  well-being  of  the  system.  You 
cannot  then,  afford  to  the  domestic  manufacturer 
a  market  for  his  goods,  unless  you  reduce  the 
amount  of  the  foreign  supply.  The  whole  project, 
indeed,  proceeds  upon  this  supposition.  The  duty 
on  foreign  goods  is  to  be  increased^  to  prevent 
their  importation:  their  importation  is  to  oe  pre- 
sented, to  afford  the  domestic  manufiictnrer  an 
opportunity  to  sdl  hb  commodities ;  and  yet  gen- 
tlemen say,  they  do  not  intend  to  destroy  forei^ 
commerce.  I  admit  that  you  may  not  intend  its 
total,  destruction,  but,  if  you  destroy  it  partially, 
all  the  purposes  of  my  argument  will  be  answered. 

The  gentleman  fropi  Pennsylvania,  however, 
had  remarked,  at  the  commencement  of-  this  de- 
bate, that  the  only  ^kctual  protection  which  man- 
ufactures had  ever  received,  was  during  the  late 
war,  and  every  one  knows  that  our  foreign  com- 
merce was  annihilated  within  that  period.  But 
suppose  this  not  to  be  hi»  object  at  present,  and 
that  no  more  than  one  fifth,  or  one  tenth.  Or  one 
twentieth,  of  our  foreign  trade,  wiU  be  destroyed 
by  the  operation  of  this  system,  I  contend  that  our 
situation  will  be  niade  worse  exactly  in  that  pro- 
portion ;  that  we  shall  be  less  able  by  one  fifth, 
one  tenth,  or  one  twentieth,  to  remedy  our  dis- 
tress. In  whaterer  d^ree  you  injure  foreign 
commerce,  in  the  same  degree  do  you  augment 
our  embarrassments,  and  make  a  resort  to  paper 
money  more  certain,  whidi  it  has  been  previously 
shown  was  the  repiote,  if  not  immediate,  cause  of 
all  our  difficulties. 

In  opposition  to  the  inferences  here  drawn,  it 
has  been  said  that  England  has  a  metallic  cur- 
rency, althoiizh'she  is  in  the  hiffhest  degree  man- 
u&cturing.  But  the  analog  wQl  not  hold.  Eng- 
land exports  her  commodities,  which,  in  the  nature 
of  thtng&^  we  cannot  do ;  we  are  unable  to  man- 
ufacture tor  the  supply  of  our  own  wants,  and  it 
would  be  folly  to  attempt  exportation  under  such 
circumstances.  I  know,  said  Mr.  W.,  it  was  al- 
leged by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsvlvania,  Ihat 
our  goods  had  already  found  a  market  in  South 
America,  and  this  proved  that  we  might  calculate 
on  making  exnortations  in  future  to  any  extent. 
But,' coo  tended  Mr.  W.«  this  must  be  deemed  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule,  and  one  from  which 
no  reasonings  can  be  deduced.  In  some  few  in- 
stances, wheat,  and  other  articles  of  breadstuff, 
had  been  imported  from  Lirerpool  into  the  Uni- 


ted States;  but  would  any  gentleman  contend 
that  this  was  according  to  the  regular  course  of 
trade?  Certainly  not.  Exceptions  of  this  sort, 
indicating  the  caprieiousness  or  volatility  of  trade 
may  be  found  in  the  commerce  of  all  countries. 
They  are  not  reducible  to  rule,  or  to  be  explained 
by  any  general  principles.  We  require  a  protec- 
tion equal  to  an  avereee  of  forty  per  cent,  to  en- 
able us  to  compete  with  the  foreign  manufacturer 
even  in  our  own  markets,  and  certainly  we  cannot 
expect  to  compete  with  him  in  the  South  Ameri- 
can market,  where  we  shall  be  deprived  of  ^lis 
protection.  Until  gentlemen  prove  that  we  can 
sell  our  manufactures  abroad,  at  forty  per  cent, 
less  than  we  can  afford  to  take  for  them  at  home, 
I  shall  be  justified  in  asserting  that  we.cannot  ex- 
port thedij  and  we  cannot  therefore  expect  to  de- 
rive specie  from  impoctation,  as  England  has 
done.  The  argument,  then,  which  ha6  ^en  drawn 
from  the  metallic  currency  of  England,  will  not 
avail  gentlemen  in  reference  to  this  particular 
point. 

There  are  yet  other  points  of  view  in  which  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  thought  fit  to 
present  this  question,  and  which,  therefore,  are 
entitled  to  serious  notice.  He  has  gravely  ureed 
that  Qreat  Britain  constaatly  exhausts  our  wealth ; 
that  the  labor  of  our  people  goes  to  her  support, 
to  swell  her  coffers,  and  pamper  her  pride ;  that 
we  owe  it  to  ourselves  not  to  permit  such  a 
state  of  things  to  exist,  but  should  divert  the  pro- 
fits of  this  trade  into  our  own  pockets,  rather  tnan 
suffer  them  to  be  engrossed  by  Eufflishmen.  This 
argument,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  nearly  allied  to  those 
he  had  heretofore  attemnted  to  answer,  and,  in 
his  judgment,  was  equally  incorrect.  For,  if  it 
be  true  that  we  are  not  dependent  upon  England, 
when  we  furnish  the  raw  material  and  she  man- 
ufactures it.  then  I  contend,  in  the  same  way, 
that,  if  we  labor  for  her  support,  she,  in  return, 
labors  for  our  support;  that  we  can  do  as  well 
without  her  manuractures  as  she  can  without  our 
raw  materials.  In  illustratioti  of  this  idea,  let  me, 
said  Mr.  W.,  put  a  case— <Would  it  not  be  ex- 
tremely unwise  in  the  people  of  the  Eastern  States, 
for  example^  to  grow  cotton,  when  they  could  bay 
it  in  Georgia  for  much  less  than  it  would  cost 
them  to  raise  it  1  With  the  labor  of  tenxiays,  the 
Eastern  man  could  purchase  one  hundred  weigh^ 
of  cotton;  whereas,  to  prodoc^  itJmnself  would* 
require  the  labor,  perhaps,  of  tmKie  or  fifteen 
days  ?  The  same  rule  would  apply  to  the  Geor- 
gian, if  he  should  attempt  to  raise  commodities 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  climate,  .soil,  and  cir- 
cumstances of  New  Eneland. 

Again :  Would  not  Great  Britain  act  with  im- 
prudence, nay,  with  folly,  if  she  should  attempt  to 
raise  all  the  cotton  which  she  buys  of  the  South- 
em  States  to  be  worked  op  in  her  manufacturing 
establishments?  Would  it  not  subtract  greatly 
from  the  profit  she^akes  by  the  sale  of  commoa- 
ities,  if  she  shouloBlepend  on  growing  the  raw 
material  herself,  rather  than  on  purchasing  it  from 
other  countries  ?  No  one  can  doubt  as  to  the  an- 
swer wliich  should  be  given  to  these  questions. 
Now,  sir,  it  may  be  asserted,  with  truth,  that  the 
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manofac taring  skill  and  indastry  of  Great  Britain 
are  as  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of 
that  country  as  the 'production  of  any  raw  mate- 
rial is  to  our  own.  She  can  manufacture  cheaper 
than  we  can,  and  it  would  be  about  as  wise  in  us 
to  manufacture  for  ourselves,  as  it  would  in  Eng- 
land to  raise  cotton.  Gentlemen,  I  know,  have 
denied  this,  and  contend  that  we  can  manufacture 
as  cheap  as  England.  But,  to  refute  the  asser- 
tion, I  need  only  advert  to  the  bill  now  before  us. 
Why  have  we  oeen  employed  for  weeks  in  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject,  if,  indeed  and  in  truth,  we 
can  manufacture  as  cheaply  as  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  ?  We  have  now  a  tariff  which  gives  pro- 
tection equal  to  forty  per  cent.,  and  the  manufac- 
turers are  calling  aloud  for  more.  Then,  it  may 
be  taken  for  granted  that  England  can  manufac- 
ture more  cheaply  than  the  United  States.  Oar 
own  experience^  also,  will  confirm  the  truth  of  the 
position,  for,  with  the  labor  of  ten  davs,  I  can  buy 
apiece  of  cloth  manufactured  in  England ;  where- 
as, the  same  sort  of  cloth,  manufactured  in  the 
United  States,  would  cost  me  twelve  or  thirteen 
days'  labor,  or  a  value  equivalent  to  that.  How, 
then,  can  it  be  said  that  we  labor  exclusively  for 
the  benefit  of  England  ?  Does  she  not,  in  return, 
labor  for  our  benefit  ?  Is  it  not  obvious  that,  by 
her  skill  and  industry^  we  are  enabled  to  buy  sucn 
manufactured  articles  as  we  want  cheaper,  or  with 
less  labor  than  if  w%  produced  them  ourselves  ? 
Certainly  it  b,  and,  if  this  be  the  kind  of  tax  we 
pay  to  England,  the  more  of  it  the  better.  The 
more  .cloth  she  will  five  me  for  ten  days'  labor, 
the  more  highly  shall  I  be  pleased  i  and,  most  as- 
suredly, I- should  never  be  disposed  to  quarrel  with 
her^  because  I  obtained  from  her,  at  that  price, 
articles  which  would  otherwise  cost  me  the  value 
of  twelve  or  fifteen  days'  labor.  These  are  my 
reasons  for  not  subscribing  to  the  arguments  of 
£^ntlemen  who  say  that  our  people  labor  exclu- 
sively for  the  benent  of  England.  It  is  to  our  in- 
terest as  much  as  that  of  England,  that  this  inter- 
course should  exist. 

But  it  is  alleged  by  the  Speaker  that  England 
,will  not  take  our  produce,  and,  therefore,  we  must 
manufacture  h  ourselves.  To  this  I  say  agreed ; 
we  will  manufacture  for  ourselves,  if  England 
will  not  receive  our  produce;  but  this  may  be 
done  without  the  aid  of  any  law.  For,  take  the 
argument  as^^te^  and  what  does  it  prove  1  It 
proves  this,  fl^  oar  trade  with  England  will  stop 
of  itself;  that  it  will  necessarily  cease  to  exist, 
and  that  the  law  you  propose  to  pass  is  wholly 
useless.  In  confirmation  of  this  point,  it  is  neces- 
sary only  to  advert  to  the  rule  which  the  Speaker 
himself  has  laid  down.  He  was  asked  what 
would  be  the  extent  of  our  imports  after  this  tariff 
had  gone  into  operation,  and  to  this  question  he 
answered,  '*  that  our  imports  would  be  measured 
by  our.  exports."  Now.  if  the  imports  will  be 
measured  and  regulated  by  the  exports  after  the 
adoption  of  this  system,  whjpwill  not  the  same 
rule  apply  htfore  the  adoption  of  the  system  1  If 
the  rule  acts  in  one  case,  as  stated  and  agreed  to 
by  the  Speaker,  it  will  nold  equally  good  in  the 
other.    Thus  the  evil  of  overtrading,  of  buying 


more  than  we  can  pay  for.  which  seems  to  alarm 
gentlemen  so  much,  and  which  they  are  so  anxious 
to  correct,  turns  out  to  be  of  no  consequence  at  alL 
For  no  principle  of  political  economy  is  more  true 
than  this :  *'  that  no  country  can  long  import  un- 
less it  also  exports;  or,  can  long  export  unless  it  also 
imports."  Any  regulation,  therefore^  which  we 
may  adopt  to  restrain  the  excesses  of  foreign  com- 
merccj  and  thereby  to  benefit  our  own  manufiic* 
tures,  IS  completely  a  work  of  supererogation.  To 
suppose  that  England  will  give  us  her  commodi- 
ties would  be  to  charge  her  with  extreme  folly, 
which  must  be  the  case  if  she  will  not  take  our 
produce  in  payment  for  what  we  receive.  But, 
suppose  she  does  continue  the  folly  of  thu&  giving 
to  us.  I  hope  we  shall  not  be  ^ilty  of  the  stiO 
greater  folly  of  refusing  to  receive  what  is  thus 
given.  Any  uneasiness  on  this  head,  I  should 
think,  ought  to  be  felt  by  the  giver  rather  than  the 
receiver.  Of  one  thing  we  may  rest  perfectly  as- 
sured, to  wit,  that  she  will  get  tired  of  it  soon 
enough  for  ail  the  purposes  and  designs  we  may 
have  of  promoting  our  own  manufaemres.  But 
it  seemed  to  him  tnere  was  some  misapprehension 
on  this  point.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, and.  the  most  of  those  who  acted  with  him, 
urged  as  a  reason  in  support  of  the  bill,  that  Brit- 
ish goods  were  sent  to  this  country  and  sold  for 
little  or  nothing,  in  order  to  break  aown  our  man- 
ufacturing establbhments.  No  gentleman  had  as- 
serted this  to  be  a  fact  coming  within  his  own 
knowledge,  and,  until  that  assertion  was  made, 
he  should  feel  at  liberty  to  doubt  whether  the  fact 
had  existed  in  the  manner  stated.  We  all  know 
that  distress  has  prevailed  in  England  as  well  as 
the' United  States.  In  our  own  country,  sacrifices 
of  property  have  been  made  both  at  public  and 
private  sale.  Wh]^  not,  then,  ascribe  tne  sales  of 
British  goods  in  this  country  to  the  distress  which 
existed  in  England  rather  than  a  wish  to  subvert 
our  manufacturing  establishments  1  It  is,  in  my 
judgment,  most  probable  that  the  former  was  the 
cause  of  tnose  sacrifices  of  goods  at  auction  sales, 
of  which  gentlemen  so  much  complain,  and  against 
which  they  are  so  anxious  to  euard.  But,  if  it 
was  not^  he  contended  it  would  oe  impossible  that 
the  foreign  manufacturer  should  continue  the  prac* 
tice  for  any  great  length  of  time,  and,  therefore^ 
the  remedy  proposed  in  the  bill  was  entirely  use- 
less. 

The  Speaker  had  again  said,  that  England,  re- 
fusing to  take  our  produce,  receives  any  balance 
against  us  in  specie.  It  was  for  this  purpose,  he 
also  said,  that  she  had  taken  off  her  restriction 
upon  the  East  India  trade,  and  he  therefore  ar- 
gued that  the  evib  arising  from  such  an  inter- 
course ought  to  .be  corrected.  But,  to. my  mind, 
replied  Mr.  W.,  this  is  no  evil  at  all,  or,  if  it  is,  that 
it  will  infallibly  correct  itself.  Here  let  me  invite 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  what  was  before 
said.  Whence  did  we  procure  the  gold  and  silver 
which  circulated  among  us  some  years  ago? 
From  foreign  commerce,  must  be  the  answer. 
Then,  if  the  unfavorable  balance  of  trade  with 
England  took  specie  away  from  us,  the  favorable 
with  other  nations  of  the  world  brought  it  into 
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the  coantry  in  the  first  instance,  and  will  continue 
to  bring  it  so  long  as  it  shall  be  demanded.  Sup- 
pose, for  example,  that  Great  Britain,'  Spain,  and 
the  United  States,  trade  together.  Suppose,  fur- 
ther, that  in  our  intercourse  with  England,  there 
is  an  unfaToraj)le  balance  against  us.  Now,  if 
the  trade  continues,  it  is  perfectly  immaterial 
whether  this  balance  is  paia  in  specie  or  in  pro- 
duce; because,  if  England  will  not  receive  our 
produce,  we  carry  it  to  Spain,  South  America,  or 
the  West  Indies;  we  there  sell  it  for  cash,  and 
then  proceed  to  England,  whence  we  lay  it  out  as 
we  may  choose,  to  the  best  advantage.  Thus  we 
see  that  specie  is  obtained  bv  the  sale  of  our  pro- 
duce, and  whether  it  is  maae  in  the  first  instance 
to  England  or  to  Spain,  is  a  matter  of  perfect  in- 
difference. But,  if  England  will  not  take  our  pro- 
dace,  and  if  we  cannot  procure  gold  and  silver 


policv  of  giving  to  lis  whatever  we  want,  or, 
which  amounts  to  the  same  thing,  of  trading  with 
US,  ahtoogh  we  should  be  unable  to  make  pay- 
ment for  what  we  receive. 

It  is  in  consequence  of  these  principles  that  I 
sobscribe  fnlhr  to  the  sentiments  advanced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  respecting  the 
trade  to  China  an^  the  East  Indies.  It  has  been 
fashionable  to  condemn  this  trade,  because  the 
people  of  those  countries  would  receive  nothing 
(mt  gold  and  silver ;  but,  instead  of  being  injurious, 
it  was  the  most  profitable  commerce  in  which  we 
conld  engnge.  A  merchant,  for  example,  sold  his 
cargo  of  produce  in  South  America  for  ^fty  thou- 
sand dollars ;  with  this  sum  he  proceeded  to  China 
or  the  East  Indies,  and  obtained  for  thirty-five  or 
forty  thousand  dollars,  what  would  have  cost  hiln 
forty-five  or  fifty  thousand  dollars  if  he  had  made 
his  purchases  in  any  other  country  of  the  world. 
He  then  obtained  the  same  amount  of  commodi- 
tiesL  and  had  a  balance  left  of  five  or  ten  thousand 
dollars,  t%  be  put  into  his  pocket,  which  balance 
would  not  have  remained  if  he  had  traded  with 
any  other  part  of  the  world.  In  this  point  of  view, 
therefore,  the  commerce  with  China  and  the  East 
Indies  was  the  most  profitable  of  anv  in  which 
we  could  engase.  It  is  unnecessary  nere  to  ada 
an]r  thing  in  roation  to  a  further  advantage  to  be 
derived  Rom  those  particular  articles  of  this  tra^o 
for  which  a  market  could  be  found  only  in  China 
and  the  East  Indies.  I  have  understood  that  our 
enterprising  merchants  and  seamen  would  leave 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  with  only  a  few 
thousand  dollars  worth  on  board  of  their  vessels ; 
that  thev  would  go  the  Pacific  Ocean,  would  there 
supply  themselves  with  cargoes,  and  then  proceed 
to  China,  and  obtain  in  ezcnange  for  their  produce 
ship  loads  of  the  richest  and  most  valuable  com- 
modities. Thes^  returns  could  not  have  been  pur- 
chased with  the  same  articles  in  any  other  marset ; 
and  on  this  account,  agiain,  the  Cnina  trade  was 
most  profitable,  and  should  not  have  been  put 
down.  Another  view  taken  of  the  subject,  by  the 
gentlemiin  from  Pennsylvania,  was,  that  it  would 
benefit  the  pUnter«  and  farmers,  by  giving  them 
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a, higher  price  for  their  produce;  and  that  our 
manufactures  would  be  better  than  impoi^ted  goods. 
But  I  beseech  that  gentleman  not  to  forget  him* 
self  and  his  friends  in  his  great  zeal  to  benefit  the 
agriculturists.  The  results  which  he  predicts  can- 
not  take  place,  of,  if  they  do,  the  manufacturers 
must  be  involved  in  irretrievable  ruin.  For,  how 
can  thev  sell  their  goods  cheaper  after  the  price 
of  breadstufis  and  raw  materials  has  been  raised 
than  they  can  now,  when  both  breadstufis  and 
raw  materials  are  absolutely  worthless;  are,  in 
fact,  as  the  3peaker  told  us,  rotting  in  our  barn 
yards?  Explain  the  principle  why  you  can  sell 
cheaper,  when  corn  is  at  a  dollar  per  bushel,  and 
wool  at  a  dollar  per  pound,  than  you  can  when 
corn  is  fiftv  cents  a  bushel  and  wool  fifty  cents  a 
pound.  To  me  it  seems  unreasonable  to  suppose 
that  such  a  result  can  follow ;  for,  if  cloth  now 
sells  at  ten  dollars,  when  corn  and  wool  are  at  the 
inferior  price  of  fifty  cents  as  mentioned  above; 
it  is  not  possible  in  the  nature  of  things  that  cloth 
can  be  sold  at  six  or  eight  dollars,  when  the  price 
of  corn  and  wool  shall  nave  advanced  to  one  dol- 
lar each.  Upon  this  supposition,  the  manufac- 
turer would  constantly  receive  less  for  his  hibor 
while  his  necessary  expenditure  would  be  increased, 
and  if  such  a  process  would  not  eventuate  in  his 
ruin,  I  must  confess,  I  do  not  know  what  would 
have  the  effect.  No,  sir ;  if.  as  gentlemen  contend^ 
breadstuffs  and  raw  materials  are  worthless — are  oi 
no  value  at  all — now  is  the'time  to  begin  a  manu- 
facturing system,  because,  now  you  can  afford  to 
work  at  a  cheap  rate  and  to  defy  all  foreign  com- 
petition. 

But,  how  is  it  proposed  to  raise  the  price  of 
breadstuffs  7  Why,  by  lessening  th^  quantity  pro- 
duced. The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr, 
Woop)  said  that  too  much  of  the  labor  of  the  coun- 
try was  devoted  to  agriculture.  Upon  this  prin- 
ciple the  Speaker  also  prplceeded — when  he  said 
that  500,000  persons  employed  in  factories  would 
consume  900,000  barrels  of  flour.  This  had  been 
put  as  an  example  showing  the  beneficial  effects 
which  would  result  to  agriculture  by  diverting  a 
portion  of  labor  from  that  pursuit  and  employing 
It  in  manufacturing  establishments.  Then,  said 
Mr.  W.,  the  inference  was  clear  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  raise  the  price  of  breadstuffs  by  lessen- 
ing the  quantity  produced,  and  he  would  ask  whe- 
ther this  was  a  blessing?  No ;  but,  in  his  opin- 
ion, it  was  a  curse.  Ask  a  famished  Irishman, 
during  the  late  distress  in  that  country,  whether 
he  considers  it  wise  to  lessen  the  quantity  of  sus- 
tenance which  any  country  can  produce  ?  Ask 
any  poor  man  in  our  own  country  whether  he 
can  live  better  upon  three  pecks  than  a  bushel  of 
corn  ?  The  argument  of  the  gentleman  amounts 
to  this,  and  I  should  believe  that  an  individual  to 
whom  such  questions  were  propounded,  would 
suspect  the  wisdbm  or  sincerity  of  him  who  pro- 

S^sed  them.  Sir,  it  is  irreverent  in  us  to  oom- 
ain  that  we  are  Xo9  highly  blessed  in  this  partic- 
ular. It  is  better  to  have  ten  times  too  much 
than  one-tenth  too  h'ttle  of  what  is  to  be  eaten ; 
of  what  is  absolutely  and  indispensably  necessary 
to  oor  very  existence  itself.    Therefore,  although 


2115 


HISTORY  OF  OONaRBSS. 


2116 


H,  OF  R. 


The  Tariff  BiU. 


Aphil,  1824. 


the  manafacturinff  project  should  tend  to  raise  the 
price  of  breadstuSs,  yet  it  will  do  so  by  lessening 
the  quantity  produced,  and  in  this  wayi  will  ope- 
rate as  a  serious  curse  upon  the  poorer  classes  of 
society.  If  any  blessings  attend  the  system,  Eng- 
land must  be  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  them,  be- 
cause she  has  carried  it  to  the  greatest  extent. 
The  Speaker,  to  be  sure,  had  told  us  that,  during 
his  visit  to  that  country,  he  had  remarked  that  no 
people  were  more  comfortably  provided  for  or  appar- 
ently more  happy  than  the  laboriog  part  of  thepop- 
ulation  of  Great  Britain.  While  disposed  to  give 
entire  credit  to  what  the  Speaker  has  said,  I 
must  be  permitted  to  doubt  whether  his  personal 
observations  into  this  matter  were  so  full  or  ex- 
tensive as  he  could  have  made  under  different  cir^ 
cumstances.  He  associated  with  kings  rather 
than  beggars,  and  of  course  l^is  opportunity  for 
observing  the  condition  of  the  entire  laboring  class 
in  England  was  not  so  favorable  as  it  might  have 
been.  Other  persons  have  said  that  the  manufac- 
turers of  Great  Britain  were  oblifed  to  labojr  from 
fourteen  to  seventeen  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four; 
and  to  live  OQ  a  vegetable  diet  in  order  to  earn  a 
miserable  pittance  of  wages  ?  Is  this  the  way  in 
which  you  propose  also  to  bless  our  people?  Is 
this  the  way  in  which  voii  propose  to  raise  the 
price  of  breadstuffs  ?  It  it  is,  you  will  do  it  with  a 
vengeance,  indeed ;  for  when  the  system  gets  fully 
into  operation,  you  will  have  raised  the  price  so 
high  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  any  poor 
man  to  eat  bread.  You  will,  iu  this  manner,  take 
from  him  the  half  loaf  which  he  might  otherwise 
obtain.  Now,  what  is  the  duty  of  every  wise  and 
beneficent  government  ?  It  is,  to  take  care  of  the 
poor,  rather  than  the  rich ;  because,  say  the  moral 
and  political  writers,  the  rich  can  take  care  of 
themselves.  In  England,  while  the  poor  manu- 
facturer was  obligejd  to  work  from  fourteen  to  sev- 
enteen hours  out  of  the  twenty-four,  and  to  live 
on  a  vegetable  diet,  the  wealthy  owner  of  the  es- 
tablishment, no  doubt,  "  fared  sumptuously  every 
day,  and  was  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen." 
But,  was  this  right  1  Is  tljiis  the  condition  into 
which  jg^entlemen  would  lead  our  people  ?  Is  this 
the  endto  which  we  must  finally  come?  If  not, 
let  us  ponder  well  the  course  we  are  about  to  take. 
Let  us  deliberate  maturely  before  we  commence  a 
system  which  may  possibly  tend  to  the  results 
which  have  been  indicated. 

There  were  other  objections  to  this  systen;), 
which  might  be  denominated  of  a  political  nature, 
but  which  weighed,  said  Mr.  W.,  on  his  mind  as 
forcibly  as  any  that  have  been  mentioned.  To  me, 
it  seems  impossible,  that  a  Grovernment  like  ours 
can  existin  any  country  not  essentially  agricultural. 
An  author,  who  wicites  one  of  the  best  histories 
of  the  American  Revolution  t  have  ever  read, 
ascribes  the  origin  and  establishment  of  our  Gov- 
ernment to  the  peculiar  fdicUff  of  our  aituaiion.  He 
says,  that  every  man  in  America  was  a  landholder : 
that,  while  blessed  with  health  and  strength,  witlfl 

genial  showers  and  a  warm  sun,  he. could  sustain 
imself  in  comfort  and  independence ;  he  could 
live  by  his  own  exertions ;  he  could  subsist  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow :  that  he  was,  therefore^  equal 


with,  and  independent  of,  ail  o.thers.  This  remark 
was  correct  and  philosophical.  In  the  application 
of  it,  we  may  assert,  without  hazard,  that  what 
led  to  the  establishment  of  the  Government,  is 
equally  necessary  to  its  continuance.  Could  the 
poor  starved  manufacturer  of  England  feel  that 
lofty  independent  spirit  in  respect  to  his  employer, 
which  every  man  in  this  country  can  feeL  in  re- 
spect to  all  the  rest  of  his  fellow-citizens?  No; 
he  could  not  Any  measure,  therefore,  of  our 
Government,  which  tends  to  derange  those  cir- 
cumstances, or  to  impair  that  peculiar  felicity  of 
situation  which  led  to  its  establishment,  must  so 
far  jeopardize  its  continuance.  A  concentration 
of  lanoed  property,  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  most 
endanger  the  existence  of  the  Government,  because, 
according  to  the  principle  assumed,  a  diffusion  of 
that  property  was  the  circumstance  which  first  led 
to  its  establishment.  I  will  not  say,^ir,  that  any 
one  circumstance,  or  that  anv  particular  combi- 
nation of  circumstances,  exclusively,  conduced 
to  the  establishment  of  the  Government:  but  I 
will  say,  that  the  circumstance  alluded  to  by  the 
historian,  of  the  landed  property  in  this  country 
being  generally  diffused  among  the  people,  was 
one  which  prominently  tended  to  that  result  Had 
not  this  been  our  condition,  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  institute  a  Government  like  ours, 
founded  upon  the  broad  ba.sis  of  equal  rights.  lo- 
asmuchj  therefore,  as  the  oianufacturing  project 
tends  to  disturb  that  diffusion  of  property,  and 
consequently  to  impair  that  principle  of  independ- 
ence and  equality  natural  to  our  people  in  their 
present  condition,  I,  for  one,  should  be  disposed  to 
give  it  a  decided  negative. 

Not  only  so,  but  the  project  would  have  ano- 
ther effect  highly  pernicious.  It  will  tend  to  de- 
stroy the  health  and  strength  of  those  enga^^  in 
manufacturing  establishments,  and  iinpair  the 
physical  capacity  of  the  people  for  the  great  ob- 
jects of  self-defence.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia had  limited  his  remarks,  when  he  came  to 
speak  on  this  point,  and  it  is  not  my  purpose  to 
transgress  the  rule  which  he  prescribed  to  him- 
self, further  than  to  notice  a  renuu'k  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  who  stated  it  was 
necessary  to  adopt  this  bill,  to  correct  and  restrain 
that  spirit  which  seemed  to  be  growing  up  in  the 
country.  He  admitted,  with  the  gentleman,  that 
a  military  spirit  was  dangerous  in  its  consequen- 
ces, and  ought  to  be  restrained.  But  the  plan  of 
the  gentleman  would  have  an  effect  the  reverse  of 
that  which  he  desires.  No  one  can  doubt  that,  of 
all  pursuits,  agriculture  is  the  most  congenial  to 
the  nature  of  man,  and  best  adapted  to  preserve 
his  health  and  happiness.  It  also  predisposes  him 
to  peace :  but,  if  war  becomes  necessary,  it  qual- 
ifies him  to  prosecute  it  with  vigor  and  effect.  If, 
sir,  you  want  a  people  ^^swiAer  than  eagles  and 
stronger  than  lions,"  will  you  ao  to  the  fields  of 
the  agriculturist  or  the  shops  of  the  manufacturer  ? 
Certainly  they  must  be  looked  jfor  in  the  former, 
rather  than  in  the  latter,  situation.  He  would  not 
be  understood  as  applying  th^se  remarks  to  our 
present  condition.  vVe  are  not  yet  sufficiently 
advanced  in  the  business  to  have  fciecome  the  tub- 


2117 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS- 


21ia 


April,  18S4- 


The  TaHf  BiU. 


H.  OF  R. 


jectof  alltbe  peroicious  consequences  flowing  from 
the  system.  But,  if  the  effects  are  pernicious  at 
any  time,  we  should  not  now  begin  a  work  which 
we  may  hereafter  wish  we  had  never  commenced. 
That  erils  of  the  kind  he  had  noticed  would  en- 
sue, the  history  of  England,  indeed  of  all  other 
manufacturing.countries,  would  most  amply  prove. 

Great  diversity  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  effects 
this  measure  will  have  upon  the  revenue.  Any 
opinion  oB  this  subject  must  be  in  a  considerable 
degree  conjectural.  Some  gentlemen  t6ink  the 
smallest  increase,  of  duties  will  impinir  the  reve- 
nue, while  others  say  an  addition  of  thirty  or  forty 
per  cent  will  not  prove  injurious.  Experience 
alone  can  determine  the  point,  and  of  experience 
we  have  not  as  yet  the  benefit  or  advantage.  But 
if  this  bill  afibrds  to  the  manufacturers  the  relief 
wfaieb  they  expect,  it  is  evident  it  must  do  so  by 
lessening  the  amount  of  imported  ^oods.  If  the 
amount  of  imports  be  lessened,  it  is  fair  to  pre- 
sume the  revenue  will  be  diminished,  and  then  a 
resort  te  internal  taxes  becomes  necessary  to  sup- 
ply  the  deficiency.  At  this  time  it  is  the  peculiar 
pnvilege^the  great  boast  of  the  American  peo- 
ple— ^tMt  they  are  not  directly  taxed;  that  the 
Oovernment  sustains  them,  like  the  air  in  which 
they  live,  without  their  feeling  it.  No  one  is  ob- 
Uged  to  pay  anv  part  of  the  revenue  which  Gk>v- 
eroment  annually  receives,  or,  if  he  chooses  to  do 
it,  he -himself  assesses  the  amount  of  his  contri- 
bution. In  all  this,  he  acts  spontaneously — ^he  is 
under  no  restraint  or  coercion  whatever.  But  be 
would  not  be'  equally  free'if  a  direct  tax  ^houM 
be  imposed  upon  him.  Under  this  system,  whe- 
ther he  was  willing  or  not,  he  would  be  obliged 
to  pay.  If  the  seasons  had  been  adverse;  if  his 
crops  had  failed ;  if  all  his  means  of  contribution 
to  Govi»nment  had  been  entirely^  cut  off, — still  he 
would  be  obli^  to  pay ;  and  (if  he  did  not  do  it 
Toluntarily)  his  property  would  be  sacrificed  at  a 
sheriff  or  marshal's  sale.  The  coercion  or  restraint 
in  the  one  case,  and  the  perfect  freedom*  in  the 
other,  ought,  Mr.  W.  apprehended,  to  leave  no 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  gentlemen  as  to  the  course 
which  should  be  taken.  No  measure  should  be 
adopted  which  can  possibly  interfere  with  our 
present  system  of  revenue.  The  debts  of  the  na- 
tion must  be  paid,  and  Our  present  system  affords 
us  the  means  of  doing  it  with  ease  and  conveni- 
ence to  the  people  j  whereas,  if  we  destroy  it,  the 
people  will  be  subjected  to  taxes  alike  vexatious 
to  tbem  and  perplexing  to  the  Government. 

The  injunous  effect  which  the  passage  of  the 
bill  would  have  upon  the  Navy  should  be  noticed. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  ursed  that 
it  wonld  have  no  effect ;  and,  in  proof  of  it,  had 
called  our  attention  to  one  of  the  ports  in  Rhode 
Island,  the  tonnage  of  which  had  not  been  dimin- 
ished by  the  increase  of  manufactures  in  that  vi- 
cinity. But,  admitting  the  fact  to  be  as  stated  by 
the  gentleman,  he  (Mr.  W;)  contended  it  would 
not  avail  him  in  the  argument,  because  mere  ex- 
ceptions prove  nothing.  All  must  agree  that  man- 
ufactures are  of  less  bulk  than  raw  materials; 
and  if  our  vessels  are  hereafter  to  be  employed  in 
the  transportation  of  the  former,  it  follows  most 


conclusively  that  fewer  ships  will  be  wanted  for 
that  purpose,  than  if  they  were  engaged  in  convey- 
ing the  raw  materials.  In  this  view  of  the  case, 
then,  without  adverting  to  any  injury  which  is 
done  to  the  revenue,  it  must  be  conceded  that  the 
navigation  will  be  diminished;  and.  of  course, 
the  naval  strength  of  the  country  will  be  propor- 
tionably  weakened.  Now,  I  ask  if  we  should,  on 
any  consideration,  agree  to  this?.  The  Navv  has 
been  emphatically  termed  the  strong  .arm  or  the 
nation.  The  late  war  had  proved  its  efficacy. 
You,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  every  other  man  in  the 
nation,  will  long  remember  the  feelings  inspired 
by  our  triumphs  upon  the  sea.  You  will  not 
forget  that  the  melancholy  news  of  the  surren- 
der of  Hull  was  mote  than  counterbalanced  by  the 
glad  tidings  of  the  victory  of  another  Hull.  Shall 
all  the  honor  we  have  acquired,  and  all  the  bril- 
liant prosperity  before  us,  be  sacrificed  to  an  un- 
reasonable thirst  for  gain  in  a  few  citizens  ?  I  hope 
not.  On  the  contrary,  let  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try pursue  its  accustomed  channels ;  let  each  one 
depend  on  his  own  exertions ;  let  him  be  industri- 
ous, and  content  with  ordinary  profits  in  his  busi- 
ness; let  him  not  ask  others  to  tax  themselves 
exclusively  for  his  benefit. 

The  project  for  establishing  manufactures  is 
premature.  Our  country  is  too  new  to  commence 
and  prosecute  such  business  with  advantage.  In 
the  Northern  and  Eastern  States,  where  protection 
is  most  loudly  called  for,  the  people  might  be  more 
profitably  employed  in  other  pursuits.  The  pro* 
tection  how  afforded  to  them  amounts  to  an  aver- 
age of  40  per  cent.,  and  yet  they  cajl  for  more. 
Does  not  this  prove  that  labor,  in  any  other  busi- 
nessj  would  be  at  least  40  per  -cent,  more  valu- 
able to  them  than  if  employed  in  manufacturing 
establishments?  Every  business  should  be  free; 
coercion  and  restraint  upon  one,  with  the  view  to 
afford  legal  aid  or  encouragement  to  another^  gives 
to  Society  an  unnatural  and  artificial  state  of  exist- 
ence which  necessarily  tends  to  the  injury  of  all.  If 
we  esteem  the  freedom  of  our  institutions ;  if  we  val- 
ue the  equality  of  our  people,  we  should  not  adopt 
a  policy  calculated  to  impair  the  one,  or  disturb 
-the  other.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  W.  remarked,  that 
he  should  not  go  into  the  details  of  the  bill.  That 
part  of  the  subject  had  been  so  fully  discussed  as 
to  supersede  the  necessity  of  consuming  any  more 
time  in  relation  to  it.  He  should,  therefore,  con- 
dade,  by  again  expressinjg  a  hope  that  this  mean 
sure,  so  replete,  as  ne  believed,  with  fatal  conse- 
quences, would  not  be  adopted. 

When  Mh  W.  concluded— 

Mr.  Strong  rose  and  said,  that,  at  this  protracted 
period  of  the  debate,  and  after  the  Committee  had 
so  long  and  so  patiently  listened  to  the  eloquence^ 
ar^mentj  and  wit,  which  the  various  and  inter- 
esting topics  connected  with  the  bill  under  consid- 
eration had  called  forth,  he  could  not  claim  much 
of  their  attention  to  the  humble  efforts  which  he 
felt  it  his  dutf  to  make.  He,  however,  hoped  to 
be  gratified  with  the  kind  indulgence  of  the  Com- 
mittee, while  he  submitted  to  their  better  judgment 
some  of  the  reasons  which  had  ibduced  him  to  ad- 
vocate the  principles  and  policy  of  the  bill. 
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As  this  occasion,  said  Mr.  S.,  has  been  taken  by 
those  who  have  immediately  preceded  me,  to  dis- 
cuss the  merits  of  the  bill,  the  Committee,  I  trust, 
will  {Mtrdon  me,  if  I  pursue  the  same  course.  But, 
in  doing  so,  I  shall  purposely  avoid  touching  upon 
any  matters  which  have  been  discussed  during  the 
pr^ress  of  this  debate. 

Our  condition,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  a  nation,  is 
peculiar.  We  depend  almost  wholly  upon  the 
prodjiction  of  raw  materials,  and  upon  the  sale 
or  exchange  of  these  raw  materiab,  m  a  foreign 
market,  for  our  commercial  prosperity.  There  is 
well  grounded  fear  that  the  foreign  market  for 
these  articles  will  fail  us.  Suppose  it  should  fail, 
what  is  the  alternative  7  Is  it  not  either  the  aban- 
donment of  foreign. commercCj  in  American  ships, 
or  the  establishment  of  American  manufactures? 
If  we  intend  that  this  commerce  shall  go  on,  must 
we  not  provide  the  means  of  carrying  it  on  ?  And 
what  are  these  means  ?  Articles  adapted  to  the 
markets  in  which  they  are  to  be  offered  for  sale. 
The  raw  material  must  change  its  form,  as  the 
wants  of  the  purchaser  chanse.  This  can  onlv  be 
done  by  the  interposition  of  manufacturing  skill. 
Now,  as  the  earliest  efforts  of  art  and  skill  are 
rude,  and  as  manufactures  do  not  spring  into  per- 
fection spontaneously,  they  need,  and  must  receive, 
the  fostering  care  of  the  Government. 

Many  of  the  honorable  ffeatlemen  who-are  op- 
posed to  this  measure,  proress  (and  I  am  bound  to 
believe  them  sincere,)  to  be  friendly  to  the  manu- 
&cturing  interest,  while  their  arguments  prove,  if 
they  prove  any  thing,  that  commerce  ought  to  be 
unrestrained,  and  left  free  as  the  air  we  breathe. 
Now,  as  the*  protection  sought  can  be  attained 
only  by  imposing  terms  upon  the  admission  of 
the  foreign  xabric,  how  is  the  free  admission  of  the 
foreign  to  protect  the  American  fabric?  Thus, 
their  professions  and  arguments  seem  to  contradict 
each  other.  While  the  former  would  relieve,  the 
latter  go  to  ruin  the  American  manufacturer. 

But  it  has  been  urged  upon  the  Committee,  and 
with  no  small  degree  of  force,  that,  if  this  measure 
be  adopted,  agriculture,  commerce,  and  naviga- 
tion, will  be  injured,  and,  peradvenlure,  ruined. 
Indeed !  Why,  sir,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  testi- 
mony delivered  within  this  Hall,  all  these  great 
interests  are  now  on  the  verge  of  rain.  They  are, 
.in  truth.  grievousl]r  depressed,  bqt  not  yet  on  the 
brink  or  the  precipice;  though,  in  all  human  pro- 
bability, they  will  be  there  soon,  if  not  relieved ; 
and,  ir  once  there,  it  may  be  too  late  to  relieve 
them.  This  subject  is  peculiarly  interesting  to 
me.  The  great  national  interests  of  agriculture, 
commerce,  and  manufactures,  have  taken  de^p 
root  in  the  State  of  New  York.  Her  interests, 
therefore,  are  emphatically  and  necessarily  na- 
tional interesu.  They  are  identified  with  her 
lurosperity.  The  integ^rity  of  the  Sutes  is  not 
more.closely  bound  up  in  the  Federal  sovereignty, 
than  these  interesU  are  intimately  interwoven  with 
the  vitality  of  her  existence.  Thus,  I  WQuld  not, 
indeed  (could  not,  knowingly,  advocate  any  mea- 
sure which  would  injure  or  impair  them. 

What,  sir,  does  the  bill  propose  ?  What  are  its 
great  objecu?    Jo  provide  revenue— encourage 


domestic  noAnnfactnres,  and  furnish  the  means  of 
national  defence.  .These  are  the  objects,  and  I 
suppose  no  one  denies  their  importance.  We  differ 
only  in  the  mode  of  attaining  them.  Industry  is 
the  source  of  national  greatness.  Yes,  sir,  boniest, 
productive  industry,  is  the  fountain  whence  are 
drawn  the  strength,  wealth,  and  power  of  a  na* 
tion.  Should  the  bill  become  a  law,  will  it,  in  its 
operation,  diminish  the  aggregate  amount  of  the 
national  industry?  Far  from  it.  Its  policy  i^ 
and,  if  am  not  utterly  deceived,  its  operation  will 
be,  by  protecting  manufacturing  skill,  and  creating 
a  steady  home  market,  to  give  continued  and  pro- 
ductive employment  to  &e  greatest  number  of 
hands,  and.  thereby  to  render  us  independent  of 
foreigners  for  many  of  the  commonest  necessaries 
of  lite,  and  the  essential  means  of  defence. 

A  great  variety  of  objections  have  been  urged 
against  this  bill.  Were  I  capable  of  answering,  I 
should  not  attempt  to  answer  them  all.  The 
Committee,  I  hope,  will  indulge  me  while  I  briefly 
notice  some  of  them.  The  ateertion  has  been 
made,  repeatedly,  that  it  will  directly  prohibit  the 
importation  of  many  foreign  articles,  which  are 
now  brought  into  the  country, in  considerable 
quantities.  And  not  a  few  of  the  arguments 
against  it  have  been  built  upon  this  assertion.  It 
is  easier  to  assert  than  to  prove  what  is  asserted. 
I  call  upon  gentlemen  for  the  proof.  I  ask  them 
to  point  out  the  article,  the  proposed  duty  upon 
which  amounts,  of  itself,  to  a  prohibition.  No, 
sir,  there  is  no  prohibitiMi  in  terms — it  is  in  ten- 
dency only;  and  no  article  of  foreign  manufac- 
ture will  be  excluded  until  its  place  shall  be  sap- 
plied  at  a  better  and  cheaper  rate  by  the  domestic 
manufacture. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  P.  P.  Bar- 
bour,) whose  argument  was  marked  with  tem- 
perance and  ability,  told  the  Committee  that,  from 
the  force  of  circumstances  and  the  nature  of 
things,  the  Northern  States  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tage of  a  large  capital,  dense  population,  and  free 
labors;  while  the  Southern  States  experienced  the 
disadvantage  of  a  deficient  capital,  sparse  popula- 
tion, and  slave  labor ;  and  that,  consequently,  the 
operation  of  the  bill  would  be  unequal,  nnjust,  and 
burdensome.  If  this  objection  be  good,  then  it  is 
conclusive  against  any  tariff,  and  all  legislation 
upon  this  subject  must,  of  necessity,  be  wrong. 
But,  is  it  so  ?  Has  it  come  to  this  i  Does  the 
free  labor  of  the  nation  call  for  relief;  and  is  no 
relief  to  be  granted  because  €K)d  and  nature,  or  the 
industry  of  man,  may  have  made  a  difference  in 
the  moral  and  physical  condition  of  the  several 
parts  of  the  Union  ?  Is  one  portion  of  our  com- 
mon country  oppressed,  and  shall  not  the  other 
bear  its  share  of  the  common  burden?  What 
interests  are  to  be  consulted  but  those  of  the 
Union  ?  There  doubtless  is  inequality  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  States.  It  is  found  in .  the  different 
kinds  and  quantity  of  their  agricultural  products, 
and  in  the  diversified  habits  and  pursuits  of  their 
citizens.  And  of  all  the  subjects  which  require 
the  interference  of  the  National  Legislature,  per- 
haps no  one  than  this  demands  a  larger  compro- 
mise of  feelings,  opinions,  and  interests.    Cotton, 
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sagar,  rice,  and  tobacco,  tbe  great  staples  of  the 
Southern  States,  are  not,  and  the  three  first  can- 
not be  produced  in  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
States.  In  the  latter  are  many  nrodiictions  of 
prime  necessity,  the  cowards  of  laoor  and  skill, 
which  are  not  produced  in  the  former.  Now,  it 
is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  any  tariff  can  be  so 
nicely  adjusted  as  to  operate  equally  upon  all  the 
conflicting  interests,  in  every  climate,  throughout 
this  Tast  Confederacy.  The  duty  ot  ten  cents  a 
pound  on  manufactured  tobacco,  amounts  nearly 
to  a  total  exclusion  of  the  fine  tobacco  of  the 
West  Indies  and  Mexico  from  the  Northern  mar- 
kets. The  duty  of  three  cents  a  pound  on  brown 
sugar,  is  a  direct  bounty  to  the  Southern  planter; 
both  because  the  article  meets  with  little  or  no 
competition,  and  because  its  production  does  not, 
and  probably  never  can,  supply  the  domestic  con^ 
somption.  The  duty  also  or  three  cepts  a  pound 
on  raw  cotton  must  be  taken  as  a  protectmg,  if 
not  a  prohibitory  duty.  What  other  reason  can 
be  given  for  laymg  or  continuing  it  in  the  existing 
law?  But  this  is  not  all.  The  proposed  dutv 
on  cotton  and  woollen  goods  will  anect  the  Nortn 
more  than  the  South,  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
market  price  of  these  goods  will  be  enhanced  in 
proportion  to  the  increase  of  the  duty.  The  negro 
clothing,  for  example,  required  for  the  annual 
consumption  of  the  slaves  of  the  South  and  West, 
bears  a  small  proportion  to  the  amount  of  woollen 
ffoods,  which  will  be  annually  consumed  by  the 
hardy  freemen  of  the  North  and  East.  The  peo* 
pie  of  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States,  in  pro- 

Eirtion  to  their  numbers,  contribute  much  more 
rgely  to  the  public  Treasury  than  those  of  the 
Sooth,  because  they  consume  a  much  greater 
value  of  dutiable  articles.  The  reason  of  this  is 
to  be  found  in  the  diflerence  of  climate  and  habits. 
But  the  small  addition  of  price,  which  the  aug- 
mented duty  may  be  supposed  to  give,  will  be 
temporary.  It  cannot  be  permanent.  Competi- 
tion and  supply  will  soon  reduce  the  price  ot  the 
domestic  manufactured  article  below  the  present 
price  of  the  foreign  articles.  The  existing  low 
prices  of  our  domestic  cotton  fabrics  will  afford 
conclusive  evidence  of  this  result. 

The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Barbour)  fur- 
ther insisted  that  the  power  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  duties,  and  imports,  was  granted  with  a 
aole  view  to  revenue ;  and  that  any  application  of 
the  power  to  protect  domestic  industry,  at  the  ex- 
.  pense  of  the  revenue,  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution.  Sir,  the  power  of  Con- 
l^ess  *'to  regulate  commerce  witn  foreign  na- 
tions,''  is  absolute.  Did  the  proposed  exercise 
of  any  power  which  Congress  may  possess,  go  to 
destroy  the  subject-matter,  that  is,  the  particular 
kind  of  article,  upon  which  the  taxing  power  is 
to  operate,  the  objection  would  be  valid.  This, 
however,  can  seldom  or  never  be  the  case.  It  can 
happen  only  when  the  importation  of  the  foreign 
article  is  prohibited,  and  tne  domestic  production 
of  a  similar  article  forbidden.  But  if  the  power 
of  laying  duties,  to  which  the  gentleman  referred, 
respects  revenue  alone,  whence  the  discrimination 
tn  the  existing  tariff?    Why  is  the  duty  on  manu- 


factured tobacco,  for  example,  so  high  as  alo^ost 
entirely  to  exclude  the  foreign  product  ?  Where- 
fore are  other  articles,  the  productions  of  foreign 
countries,  as  dye-woods,  tor  instance,  admitted 
dutyfree?  If  it  be  not  for  the  purpose  of  encour- 
aging manufactures  and  protecting  the  national 
industry,, what  is  it  for?  Why  has  the  revenue, 
which  might  have  been  derived  from  a  duty  on 
these  articles,  been  sacrificed  1  But,  sir,  should 
the  good  people  of  the  United  States  resort  to 
direct  taxation,  as  the  only  means  of  raising  a 
revenue  for  the  support  of  the  Government,  what 
then  ?  '  Are  our  ports  to  be  opened,  and  our  cus- 
tom-houses shut?  Are  foreign  productions,  of 
every  kind,  whether  raw  or  manufactured,  to  be 
admitted  duty  free  %  Sir,  foreigners  are  wont  to 
look  to  their  own  interest  more  than  to  ours.  Sup- 
pose they*  should  conspire  to  keep  our  markets 
glutted  with  tobacco  or  breadstuffs.  for  the  purpose 
of  breaking  down  the  growers  of  tnese  articles :  is 
there  no  power  in  this  Government  to  secure  to 
the  planter  or  farmer  the  only  occupation  upon 
which  his  subsistence  depends  ?  This  power  pri- 
marily regards  the  industry,  interest,  and  safety  of 
the  people.  As  it  respects  foreign  fabrics,  the 
question  is  one  of  admission  only;  it  is,  whether 
they  shall  be  admitted  upon  any,  and  upon  what, 
terms  ?  These  terms  are  indicated  in  every  exer- 
cise of  power.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  only  one  which, 
while  it  permits  trade  and  intercourse,  stands  as  a 
barrier  between  American  industry,  and  the  action, 
arts,  and  arms,  of  its  enemies. 

Another  objection  to  the  bill  is,  that  it  will  di- 
minish^the  revenue.  This  has  been  pressed  upon 
the  Committee  with  great  earnestness.  *  It  may, 
but  I  think  it  will  not.  have  this  effect.  It  is  dif- 
ficult, indeed  impossible,  to  ascertain  what  its  pre- 
cise effect  will  be  upon  the  revenue.  There  are, 
however,  some  considerations  which  go  to  war- 
rant the  belief  that  the  revenue  derived  from  im- 
posts will  not  be  diminished.  The  annual 
increase  of  our  population  is  nearly  half  a  mil- 
lion. There  is  an  augmented  consumption 
of  articles  of  mere  luxury.  They  are  the  trib- 
ute which  the  rich  and  proud  pay  to  pomp 
and  fashion.  These  are  the  delicate  and  costly 
fabrics  of  wool,  cotton,  flax,  and  silk.  Of  these, 
we  manufacture  comparatively  none,  and  probably 
shall  not  for  a  long  time  to  come.  But,  of  the 
coarse  woollen,  cotton,  and  linen  goods,  which 
compose  so  great  a  part  of  the  common  necessa- 
ries of  life,  we  do  manufacture  a  large  amount. 
The  difference  between  the  gross  value  of  the  finer 
and  coarser  sorts  of  foreign  fabrics,  which  are  im- 
ported and  consumed  by  us,  is  considerable ;  and 
that  difference  is  in  favor  of  the  finer  and  most 
expensive  manufactures.  The  consumption  of 
the  coarse  foreign  article  gradually  diminishes, 
and  will  continue  to  diminish,  as  the  domestic  ar- 
ticle supplies  its  place.  Not  so  of  the  articles 
which  we  do  not  manufacture.  It  is,  therefore, 
not  unfair  to  presume  that  the  consumption  of 
luxuries  of  foreign  production  will  increase  with 
our  increasing  population  and  wealth ;  and  that 
the  augmented  duties  upon  the  luxuries  of  life  will, 
at  least,  make  up  the  loss  which  the  revenue  may 
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sustain  from  the  diminished  importation  of  the 
common  necessaries  of  life.  These  observations 
are  made  chiefly  in  reference  to  articles  of  dress. 
The  same  coarse  of  reasoning,  however,  may  be 
applied,  and  with  greater  force,  to  the  articles 
of  tea,  coffee,  and  spices,  which  our  countrv  does 
not  produce,  as  well  as  to  those  of  sugar^  molasses, 
and  spirits  irom  the  eaae — the  domestic  produc- 
tion of  which  forms,  and  from  the  nature  of  our 
climate  must  always  form,  an  inconsiderable  part 
of  the  annual  domestic  demand. 

Having  mentioned  the  subject  of  molasses,  per- 
mit me,  sir,  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  relation  to 
the  proposed  increase  of  duty  ui>on  it,  from  five  to 
ten  cents  per  gallon.  I  am  against  this  increase. 
I  think  the  existing  duty  hign  enough.  A  large 
class  of  our  citizens,  who  are  frugal  and  industri- 
ous, but  comparatively  poor,  are  compelled  to  use 
it  instead  of  sosar.  Tney  can  buy  this,  because 
it  costs  less,  and  is  more  nutritious  than  sugar. 
It  composes  with  them  a  portion  of  the  coipmon 
sustenance  of  life.  Why^  then,  impose  a  much 
higher  duty  on  this,  than  on  any  other  article 
which  makes  up  a  part  of  our  daily  subsistence  ? 
Why  strike  this  blow,  though  never  so  slight,  at 
the  navigation  of  the  country,  by  suddenly  dimin- 
ishing, perhaps  excluding,  the  importation  of  a 
bulky  article,  an  article  of  food — and  an  article 
of  which  the  domestic  supply  does  not,  and  never 
can,  equal  the  demand  ?  But  what  is  our  obvious 
policy  with  respect  to  the  West  India  trade?  Is 
It  not  to  facilitate,  cherish,  and  protect  it  7  Our 
products  sent  to  the  West  Indies  are  mostly  such 
as  no  other  people  will  take  of  us  at  any  pritce. 
Their  products  are  such  as  we  want — ^most  of 
them  such  as  we  must  have — and  some  of  them 
such  as  our  soil  and  climate  will  not  produce.  If 
I  am  right,  the  agricultural  interest  oi  the  country 
will  be  promoted  by  encouraging,  not  by  destroy- 
ing, that  trade. 

If  then,  sir,  the  intrinsic  difficulties  of  forming 
a  tariff  are  not  insurmountable — and  if  neither  the 
letter  nor  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  will  be  vio- 
lated, nor  the  public  revenue  destroyed  in  the 
attempt,  we  may  inquire  into  the  condition  and 
wants  of  the  country,  and  ascertain  what  can  be 
done  to  better  the  one  and  relieve  the  other.  One 
truth  is  clear — if  our  liberties  are  worth  possessing, 
they  are  worth  defending.  But  how  are  we  to 
defend  them?  Shall  it  be  by  depending  upon  the 
industry  of  others,  or  upon  our  own  ?  Shall  we 
rest  the  prosperity  and  independence  of  the  nation 
upon  the  will  and  caprice  of  foreigners,  or  upon 
our  own  competent  and  exhaustless  resources?  I 
speak  not  of  men  or  morals.  The  resources  to 
which  I  allude  are  the  great  staple  productions  of 
our  common  country.  They  are  breadstuffs,  wool, 
cotton,  fl.ax,  hemp,  iron, — and  the  enterprise,  abil- 
ity, and  readiness  of  our  citizens  to  fashion  them 
for  use,  for  comfort,  for  defence.  England  and 
France-  have  the  advantage  of  us  in  skill.  £ut  it 
should  be  marked  and  remembered,  that  neither 
England,  nor  France,  nor  any  other  State  in  Eu- 
rope, produces  all  these  raw  materials.  And  the 
fact  should  not  be  forgotten,  that  of  these^  we  pro- 
duce all-^while,  of  some  of  them,  they  buy  all. 


Is  it  then  longer  to  be  tolerated,  that  a  nation, 
like  ours,  stanaing  as  a  citadel,  encompassed  and 
watched  by  the  enemies  of  freedom,  should  go  to 
foreign  workshops  for  her  coats  and  blankets — for 
her  swords  and  bucklers?.  No.  The  matmals, 
of  which  they  ^re  made,  are  produced  at  home — 
and  they  should  be  wrought  at  home.  Sir,  but 
for  the  manufactures  of  wool,  cotton,  hemp,  and 
iron,  our  domestic  comforts  would  be  gone,  and 
the  nation,  with  all  her  freedom,  could  not  with- 
stand the  shock  of  war  a  day,  an  hour;  Protect 
the  industry  of  the  nation,  and  it,  in  turn,  will 
furnish  the  means  of  comfort  and  defence. 

The  distresses  of  the  country  have  been  weH 
portrayed  by  others.  It  is  admitted,  on  all  hands, 
that  the  agricultural,  commercial,  and  manofac- 
turinff  interests,  are  in  a  depressed  condition — and 
that  they  all  want  relief.  One  word  in  relation 
to  the  cnaracter  of  these  interests,  which  thus  di- 
vide the  labor,  and  occupy  the  time,  of  most  civi- 
lized nations.  The  wicultural  interest  (and  it  is 
the  mother  interest  of^this  country)  produces  the 
raw  material — the  manufacturing  ^ives  it  a  new 
form  and  value,  and  the  commercial  distributes 
the  product  of  tne  labors  of  both.  The  distribu- 
tion and  price  of  the  commodity  depend  upon  ac- 
cidental causes,  often  beyond  the  control  or  fore- 
sight of  the  commercial  agent.  And  these  causes 
are  to  be  found  in  the  ever  varying  wants  of  man. 
The  operations  of  commerce  result  in  the  exchange 
of  equivalents,  the  price  of  which  is  .estimated  at 
the  place  of  exchange,and  the  value  to.  the  hold- 
ers at  the  places  where  they  are  to  be  consumed, 
or  re-exchanged.  £ut  this  consumption,  or  re-ex- 
change, depends  entirely  upon  the  wants  of  the 
consumer.  Hence,  no  man  will  exchange  one 
commodity  for  another,  when  he  has  an  adequate 
suppy  of  tnat  commodity.  If,  for  example,  he  has 
breadstuff  enough,  he  will  not  buy  or  take  yours ; 
and  so  of  every  other  article.  What  is  true  of  an 
individual,  in  this  respect,  is  true  of  nations.  One 
nation  cannot  sell  more  to  another  than  that  other 
will  buy.  A  prudent  nation  will  not  buy  more 
than  it  wants.  And  no  nation  will  buy  what  it 
does  not  w^nt.  For  the  truth  of  the$e  remarks,  I 
appeal  to  the  intelligence  of  the  Committee,  and 
to  the  condition  and  commercial  experience  of  the 
country.  . 

Hitherto,  sir,  nearly  all  the  enterprise  and  in- 
dustry of  the  country  have  been  devoted  to  agri- 
culture and  commerce.  As  a  nation,  we  have 
relied,  for  wealth  and  prosperity,  almost  excln-; 
sively  upon .  the  production  and  sale  of  raw  ma- 
terials—that is,  upon  the  surplus  product  of  agri- 
cultural labor.  This  surplus,  as  well  as  the  means 
of  subsistence,  has  been  drawn,  with  some  trifling 
exceptions,  from  the  forest,  the  land,  and  the  sea. 
As  the  farmer,  who  has  no  other  occupation,  de- 
pends absolutely  upon  the  production  of  grain;  or 
the  planter,  upon  the  production  of  cotton,  for 
comfort,  subsistence,  and  the  reward  of  labor ;  so 
has  the  nation  depended,  and  so  does  she  now  de- 
pend, upon  the  sale  or  exchange,  in  foreign  mar- 
kets, of  the  aggregate  surplus  products  of  her 
citizens.  When  these  raw  products  cease  to  be 
wanted,  or  taken  abroad,  foreign  trade  ceases.   It 
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most  the^  cease.  For,  if  we  rely  upon  the  prod- 
ucts of  agricultural  labor  with  which  to  buy  the 
foreign  fabric,  and  the  foreigner  will  not  take  of 
us  these  products,  we  cannot  buy — and  for  the 
plainest  of  all  reasons,  we  cannot  pay.  In  pro- 
portion as  this  aliment  of  foreign  commerce  fails, 
oar  navigation  engaged  in  that  commerce  fails 
with  it 

Li€t  us  now  examine  into  the  former  and  pres- 
ent condition  of  that  part  of  our  trade,  which  con- 
sists in  the  exportation  of  the  domestic  products  of 
the  country.  I  shall  not  go  into  any  inquiry  in 
relation  to  the  re-exportation  of  foreign  products ; 
because  it  is  apparent  that  this  trade  may  be  car- 
ried  on  to  a  considerable  extent  upon  credit,  and 
because  the  inquiry,  in  any  point  of  view,  is  not 
material  to  the  argument. 

The  value  of  our  exports  of  domestic  produce, 
compared  with  our  population  in  1800,  averaged 
&ght  dollars  and  a  fraction  to  each  inhabitant  j  in 
1810,  six  dollars;  in  .1820,  five  dollars;  and  in 
1823,  about  four  dollars,  omitting  the  fractions. 
Thus,  thouffh  our  population  wltbia  this  period 
has  doubled,  and  our  means  and  ability  of  pro- 
duction tnore  than  doubled,  yet  the  value  of  our 
surplus  products  has  diminished.  Take  the  aver- 
age value  of  these  exports  for  the  three  years  end- 
ing on  the  30th  of  September,  1802,  1812,  and 
18l2,  respectively,  and  you  will  arrive  at  the  same 
result.  6ut  there  is  another  view  of  it- which,  it 
seems  to  me,  must  remove  all  doubt.  The  aggre- 
gate value  of  these  exports  amounted,  in  1800,  to 
(47,473,204*,,  in  1820,  to  951,683,640;  in  1821,  to 
943,671,884;  in  1822,  to  $49,874,079;  and  in 
1823,  to  $47,155,711.  Hence,  it  appears  that  the 
amount  of  exports  has  been  gradually  diminishing 
since  1820,  and  was  less  the  last  year  than  it  was 
in  1800  by  some  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 
amount  of  raw  cotton  exported  in  1800  was  $5,- 
000,000,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained.  In  1823, 
it  amounted  to  $20,000,000.  In  the  last  yestr,  do- 
mestic manufactures,  of  all  kinds,  were  exported 
to  the  value  of  near  $3,000,000.  The  total  value, 
fherefure,  of  every  description  of  raw  material, 
exclusive  of  cotton,  wool,  and  articles  of  domestic 
manufacture,  exported  in  1823,  was  a  bout.  $18,- 
000,000  less  than  in  1800-;  and  this  diminution 
has  fallen  almost  exclusively  upon  the  Middle, 
Northern,  and  Eastern  States.  The  cotton,  rice, 
and  tobacco  of  the  South,  find  a  ready  market 
abroad,  while  the  produces  of  the  North,  small  as 
thev  have  come  to  be,  often  find  none. 

A?  the  tomiage  Of  the  nation  is  intimately  con- 
nected with  this  view  of  the  case,  so  it  has  an  im- 
portant bearing  upon  it.    The  amount  of  regis- 
tered tonnage  employed  in  the  foreie;n  trade  in 
1810,  was  nme  hundred  and  eighty-four  thousand 
two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  tons;  in  1822,  six 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fifty  tons  only.    During  this  period  there  was 
no  material' variation  in  the  small  amount  of  for- 
eign tonnage  employed.    Our  tonnage  emploved 
in  the  coasting  trade  amounted,  in  1810,  to  tour 
hundred  and  five  thousdfnd  sit  hundred  and  forty- 
six  tons;  and,  in  1822.  to  five  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-three thousand  and  eighty  tons.    In  1810,  the 


total  tonnage  of  the  United  States  in  the  merchant 
service  was  one  million  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three 
tons ;  and,  in  1822,  one  million  three  hundred  and 
twenty-four  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
tons.    The  result,  therefore,  is,  that,  since  1810, 
the  tonnage  employed  in  the  foreign  trade  has 
diminished  about  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  thous- 
and tons,  while  the  tonnage  employed  in  the  coast- 
ing trade  and  fisheries  has  increased  about  two 
hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand  tons,  and  the 
total  tonnage  has  decreased  something  more  than 
one  hundred  thousand  tons.    Since  1818,  how- 
ever, the  registered  tonnae^e  has  increased^  about 
twenty  thousand  tons.    Now,  the  argument  to  be 
drawn  from  the  actual  condition  of  our  foreign 
trade  and  tonnage  is  this,  that  the  quantity  of  raw 
materials  exported  during  the  last  year  was  much 
less  than  in  1810;  and  that  the  value  of  these  exports 
has  been  gradually  and  annually  diminishing,  not- 
withstanding the  quantity  of  agricultural  produce 
sent  abroad  during  the  past  year  or  two  has  some- 
what increased,  owing  to  the  increased  production 
of  raw  cotton.    What  is  the  cause  of  this  general 
and  fearful  depression  of  our  agriculture  and  com- 
merbe?    Is  it  temporary  or  permanent?    The 
cause  probably  had  its  origin  in  our  embargo  and 
non-intercourse   acts.     Europe,  from   necessity, 
learned  a  lesson  which  she  has  not  yet  forgotten. 
Countries  which  used  to  look  to  us  for  breadstuff, 
provisions,  and  munitions  of  war,  were  compelled 
to  produce  them  for  themselves,  or  procure  them 
from  others.     Most  of  them  now  do  produce 
enough  for  their  own  subsistence.    Their  policy 
in  this  respect  is  as  settled  and  permanent  as  ours. 
They  depend  no  more  upon  us  for  what  they  have 
thus  learned  to  produce  for  themselves,  than  we 
do  apon  them  for  our  corn,  or  cotton,  or  rice,  or 
tobacco.    Now,  as  it  is  the  surplus  product  bf 
labor.only  which  can  sustain  the  commerce  ftnd 
navigation  of  any  nation ;  and  as  the  foreign  mar- 
ket for  the  products  of  our  labor,  consisting  almost 
exclusively  of  raw  materials,  is  failing,  and  from 
causes  beyond  our  control,  how  can' our  commerce 
and  navigation  be  much  longer  sustained  without 
the  combined  efforts  of  agricultural  labor  and 
manufs^cturing  skill  ?    Sir,  it  is  in  vain  to  under- 
take to  fashion  the  purchaser  to  suit  the  article ; 
the  article  Inust  be  fashioned  to  suit  the  wants 
and  taste  of  the  purchaser. 

If  these  things  be  so,  what  then,  sir,  ought  we, 
as  a  prudent  nation,  to  do  1  Encourage  and  pro- 
tect manufactures.  To  prosecute  them  success- 
fully requires  skill,  capital,  the  raw  material,  ma- 
chinery, and  labor.  Of  these,  except  the  first,  it 
seems  to  have  been  generally  admitted  that  we 
have  enough.  But,  it  is  said,  we  are  deficient  in 
skill.  There  is  truth  in  the  assertion.  We  have 
already  much  skill,  but  we  want  more,  and  must 
have  It.  What  is  tbfs  ^ili?  Is  it  valueless? 
No,-  sir ;  it  has  positive  value.  I  do  not  mean,  as 
some  seem  to  suppose,  that  this  value  is  the  differ- 
ence between  the  cost  of  the  ore  of  which  that 
chandelier  is  made,  and  the  price  of  the  splendid 
production.  It  is  the  abstract  value  of  which  I 
» speak.    It  is  that  rare  operation  of  the  head  and 
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hand  which,  only,  can  impress  upon  rade  matter 
a  peculiar  form  and  beauty.  Now,  be  this  value 
wnat  it  may,  much  or  little,  it  is  national  pro- 
perty. And  the  nation  that  has  it  is' just  so  much 
richer  than  the  nation  that  has  it  not.  My  friend 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webster,)  has  attempt- 
ed (and  he  rarely  fails  in  what  he  attempts)  to 
SroYjd  that  the  foreign  fabric  is  as  much  the  pro- 
act  of  our  industry  as  if  fabricated  here.  I 
agree  with  him  that  commerce  is  the  exchange  of 
equivalents ;  but  I  cannot  assent  to  the  conclusion 
to  which  the  proposition  would  seem  to  lead,  that 
while,  by  any  nieans.  we  can  pay  for  the  foreign 
fabric,  we  are  as  well  off  as  though  we  fabricated 
it  for  ourselves.  This  is  not  a  mere  Question  of 
money — a  ledger  account  of  profit  and  loss.  It  is 
a  question  of  national  prosperity  and  power. 
What  is  the  distinguishing  difference  between 
civilized  and  savage  life?  Numbers  and  wealth 
can  never  compensate  the  want  of  skill,  or  arts, 
or  arms.  The  nation  destitute  of  these  can  re- 
ceive no  equivalent.  We  are  not  destitute  of 
them.  But  to  the  extent  to  which  we  consume 
foreign  fabrics,  we  pav  to  the  foreic^er  the  value 
of  his  skill  and  dexterity ;  which  value,  be  it  more 
or  less,  is  so  much  gain  to  him,  and  so  much  loss 
to  us.  If,  therefore,  the  time  has  come,  and  I 
think  it  has,  when  the  products  of  pur  agricultu- 
ral labor  begin  to  be  limited  to  the  quantity  ne- 
cessary for  mere  subsistence,  lest  the  surplus  per- 
ish on  hand  for  the  want  of  a  market  at  home  or 
abroad,  can  it  be  denied,  that  the  nation  wants 
manufacturing  skill  ?  And  can  it  be  proved  that 
the  nation  ought  not  to  encourage  and  protect 
manufactures  T 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  P.  P.  Bar- 
bour) has  further  insisted  that  the  operation  of 
the  bill  now  under  consideration  will  m  oo  way, 
increase  the  national  industry.  He  seems  to  have 
taken  it  for  granted  that  every  body  has  employ- 
ment enough.  Sir,  the  question  is  not  so  much 
whether  all  hands  are  now  employed,  as  whether 
they  cannot  be  more  productively  employed  ?  But, 
if  we  believe  the  representatations  made  to  us  in 
relation  to  this  biH,  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
both  from  friend  and  foe,  there  is  a  want  of  em- 
ployment. How,  then,  can  the  greatest  number  of 
hands  be  the  most  productively  employed  ?  This 
is  the  problem  to  be  solved.  Production,  fabrica- 
tion, and  distribution,  are  the  great  divisions  and 
occupations  of  human  industry.  Cau  all  be  em- 
ployed, in  agriculture,  in  the  production  of  raw 
materials ;  or,  in  commerce,  in  the  distribution  of 
them  1  No,  sir ;  both  employ  a  greater  number 
of  hands  than  either  could  alone.  But  all  are  not 
employed  in  both.  Many  of  our  citizens  are  now 
engaged  in  the  work  of  fabrication — in  the  man- 
ufacture of  articles  of  consumption.  The  opera- 
tions of  our  agriculture  and  commerce  appear  to  be 
pushed  to  their  limit.  Neither  can  do  any  more, 
nor  give  profitable  employment  to  more  hands. 
Commerce  and  navigation  cannot,  for  this  inter- 
est depends  upon  the  carriage  and  exchange  of 
agricultural  products ;  and  agriculture  cannot,  for 
its  productions  are  gradually  supplahted  in  foreign 
markets  by  the  like  increasing  products  of  other 


countries.  Not  so  with  manufactures.  This  inter- 
est presents  a  vast  field.  It  invites  skill  and  com- 
petition. Does  not  the  manufacturing  interest, 
therefore,  afford  an  increasing  sphere  for  national 
industrv  ? 

Mucn  has  been  said  of  foreigfi  and  of  Ameri- 
can policy.    Sir,  what  is  the  true  American  p^ 
icy  ?    Is  It  to  open  our  ports,  and  admit  freeljr  the 
productions  of  others,  while  the  ports  of  othen 
are  shut  a^inst  us,  and  our  productions  excluded, 
or,  if  admitted  at  all,  admitted  upon  hard  terms ; 
or,  is  it  reciprocity  of  trade,  and  the  fabrication  of 
our  own  wool,  cotton,  hemp,  and  iron,  for  dome^ 
tic  comfort,  national  defence,  and  foreign  de- 
mand ?    But  we  are  told  that  wages  are  so  hi^ii 
in  this  country,  that,  where  machinery  is  not 
brought  in  aid  of  human  labor^  manufactures  cm- 
not  succeed.    And  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (Mr.  Webster)  seems  to  suppose  that  wecan- 
not  produce  the  article  of  iron,  though  our  coun- 
try is  so  rich  in  the  ore,  because  the  average  rate 
01  wages,  in  Sweden,  for  example,  is  seven  cents 
a  day,  while  it  is  some  four  or  five  times  higher 
with  us.    The  small  difference  between  the  ori^- 
nal  cost  of  Swedish  and  American  iron^  is  con- 
clusive proof  that  this  difference  is  not  determioed 
by  the  different  rate  of  wages.     If  it  was,  evetj 
pjound  of  American  iron  would  cost  four  or  in 
times  as  much  as  a  pound  of  Swedish  iron.   The 
same  may  be  said  of  every  bushel  of  American 
wheat,  and  of  most  of  the  raw  .materials,  whieji 
our  country  produces  in  such  abundance  and  cheap- 
ness.   Sir,  the  true  secret  of  our '  ability  to  com- 
pete, altnost,  tboueh  not  quite,  upon  equal  terms 
with  the  serfs  of  Europe,  is  to  be  rbnn^  in  our  free 
labor,  and  in  our  superior  industry  and  enterorise. 

But,  sir,  how  have  the  opponents  of  the  bill  an- 
swered the  call  which  has  been  so  repeatedly  made 
upon  them,  to  point  out  the  country  in  which  man- 
ufactures have  existed  and  flourished  without  en- 
couragement and  protection  ?    Why,  sir,  it  is  true, 
that  England  has  lowered  her  import  duty,  upon 
foreign  wool,  admitted  the  lumber  of  the  north, 
and  somewhat  relaxed  her  colonial  system.    She 
has  admitted  lumber  and  wool  upon  easier  terms, 
because  she  cannot  produce  enough  for  her  own 
consumption ;  and  what  she  cannot  produce  at 
home  she  must  buy  abroad.    She  has  meliorated 
her  navigation  laws  to  enlarg[e  and  facilitate  the 
exchange  of  her  manufacturing  industry.    Bat 
Spain,  It  is  said,  with  all  her  onerous  commercial 
restrictions,  is  unsuccessful  in  manufactures,   i 
know  it,  sir ;  and  the  fault  is  both  in  the  manners 
and  habits  of  her  people,  and  in  her  peculiar  sys- 
tem of  monopolies.    Other  well  rwiiatcd  coun- 
tries protect  their  home  industry.    Does  England 
admit  the  woollens,  cottons,  or  silks  of  France  / 
or  France  those  of  England  ?    Does  either  admit 
those  of  any  country  to  come  into  competition 
with  her  own  manufactures  in  the  home  market? 
The  statesmen  of  England  acknowledge  that  her 
manufactures  of  silk,  with  all  the  supremacy  <» 
English  skill,  can  be  sustained  only  by  continued 
and  efficient  protection.    It  is^the  fact  of  protect- 
ing, and  not  the  impolicy  of  establishing  them, 
that  is  material  to  the  present  inquiry.    The  gen- 
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tleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webstbr)  not 
beiDg  able  to  show  that  manufactares  had  suc- 
eeeded  in  other  countries,  unaided  by  the  parental 
care  of  Government,  attempted  to  prove  tnat  they 
had  succeeded  in  the  United  States,  without  care 
or  protection.  I  think  my  friend  unfortunate  in 
this  instance.  Manufactories  pf  minor  importance 
hare  long  existed  in  thb  country.  Others  of  a 
more  imposing  jcharacter  were  established  shortly 
after  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 
But  who  is  there  wbo  has  attentively  examined 
the  progress  of  manufactures  amon^  us,  who  does 
not  Know  that  the  great  manufacturing  interest  of 
the  nation  took  root  and  flourished  during  the  em- 
bargo, the  non-intercourse  acts,  and  the  war  that 
followed.  It  was  in  this  period — a  period  of  near 
seven  years,  and  one,  too,  for  the  most  part,  of  total 
prohibition  of  foreign  fabrics,  that  American  man- 
ufactures received  their  highest  possible  protection. 
With  little  or  no  foreign  competition,  they  enjoyed 
the  home  market^-nU  flourished — some  came  to 
maturity,  and  were  just  able  to  survive  the  shock 
which  the  peace,  and  with  it,  the  great  and  sud- 
den influx  of  foreign  fabrics,  produced ;  while 
others,  like  the  infant  in  the  tempest,  were  over- 
whelmed and  destroyed.  But,  if  they  received  no 
protection,  why  were  so  many  of  them  ruined 
when  the  war  ceased  ?  Besides,  if  the  manufac- 
tures of  woollen,  and  cotton^  and  hemp,  and  iron, 
need  no  protection,  why  is  it  necessary  to  protect 
the  manufacture  of  sugar  and  tobacco  i  The  duty 
on  the  former  enables  the  sugar  planter  to  carry 
on  his  business,  and  the  duty  on  the  latter  amounts 
almost  to  a  total  exclusion  of  the  foreign  manu- 
factured article  from  our  markets. 

Sir,  this  measure  has  been  called  anti-social ; 
and  some  gentlemen  appear  to  take  it  for  granted, 
that  its  necessary  operation  will  be  to  destrojr  com- 
merce and  navigation.    I  am  persuaded  it  will 
have  a  contrary  effect.    Instead  of  injuring,  it 
will  sustain,  the  commercial  and  navigating  in- 
terest.   I  have  fkttempted  to  prove,  that  the  quan- 
tity and  value  of  our  domestic  exports  annually 
dinoiflish — and  that  foreigners  will  not  take  our 
raw  produce,  as  they  used  to  do,  because  they  do 
not  want  it.    When  they  will  not  take  the  raw 
material,  is  there  any  other  mode  of  relief,  than  to 
adapt  the  thing  to  their  wants,  and  carry  the  arti- 
cle to  them  in  the  shape  of  manufactures  ?    Let 
me  ask  you,  sir,  who  is  to  furnish  the  vast  sup- 
plies for  the  South  American  markets  ?    W^at 
we  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  towards  it,  Enff- 
land  and  France  will  do  for  us.    The  Spanish 
patriots  of  the  South,  allied  to  us  by  interest,  feel- 
mg,  and  the  common  ties  of  freemen,  do  not  want 
raw  materials'— because  they  produce  them  in 
abundance — ^but  they  do  want  the  manufactures 
of  wool,  cotton,  hen^ip,  and  iron.    And,  in  my 
humble  judgment^  we^can  furnish  them  with  most 
of  these  articles,  if  we  choose  to  do  it,  better  and 
cheaper  than  England  or  France  can.    Is  it  not, 
then,  oar  imperious  duty,  by  passing  this  bill,  to 
foster  skUl^  protect  manufactures,  insure  there- 
wards  of  domestic  industry,  and  thus  enable  our 
country  to  enjoy  her  full  share  of  the  commerce  of 
the  wbrld  1 


The  opponents  of  this  bill  avail  themselves 
largely  of  the  professions  of  some  of  the  states- 
men  of  England,  which  have  never  been  put  in 
practice — and  of  the  writings  of  political  econo- 
mists, which'  have  no  just  application  to  the  ques- 
tion now  under  consideration.  I  speak  not  lightly 
of  the  works  of  Adam  Smith,  JeanBaptiste  Sav, 
and  others  of  the  same  school.  They  are  certainlv 
profound  thinkers ;  and  their  books  contain  mucn 
valuable  information.  But  they  leave  off  at  the 
very  point  where  commercial  practice  begins. 
What  is  the  foundation  upon  which  their  system 
rests  ?  Unrestricted  commerce — absolute  freedom 
of  trade.  Can  this  state  of  things  exist,  but  in 
the  absence  of  all  color  of  restraint  ?  Does  not 
this  state  of  things  presuppose  the  freest  competi- 
tion of  mind  with  mind,  skill  with  skill,  capital  with 
capital — and,  need  I  add*  free  labor' with  free  la* 
bor  ?  I  do  not  inquire  wnether  this  has  ever  been 
the  existing  state  of  the  commercial  world  ?  But 
I  do  ask  whether  it  now  exists  ?  What  nation  is 
there,  whose  statesmen  have  adopted  the  policy 
so  strenuously  recommended  by  these  writers  i  Has 
France  or  any  other  State  done' it?  Where  is 
the  nation  whose  ports  are  open  to  the  free  admis- 
sion of  the  products  of  the  world  ?  Whose  man- 
ufactures, whose  skill  and  industry,  are  left  un- 
aided, and  unprotected,  against  the  arts  and  ac- 
tions of  rival  nations  ?  Again,  sir :  Who,  of  these 
writers,  after  having  accurately  examined  the 
commercial  laws  and  policy  of  nations,  has  told 
any  one  of  them,  England,  or  the  United  States, 
for  example,  what  she  ought  to  do,  or  not  to  do,  in 
reference  to  the  existing  regulations,  and  present 
state,  of  the  commerciat  world  ?  Not  one  of  th^m. 
They  speak  of  things  as  they  wish  them  to  be,  not 
as  they  are.  They  talk  of  freedom  of  trade,  when 
there  is  no  free  trade.  In  a  word,  they  presume  a 
state  of  things  which  does  not « exist,  and  which 
never  can  be  brought  about,  but  by  a  contention 
of  nations. 

In  the  progress  of  this  debate,  the  manufactu- 
rers of  our  country  have  repeatedly  been  called 
monopolists.  This  is  an  odious  term,  and  one 
which  does  not  belong  to  them.  What,  sir,  is  a 
monopoly  ?  It  is  the  grant  to  one  of  an  exclusive 
right,  wnich  before  was  common  to  all.  The 
laws  relatin^^  to  manufactures,  like  those  which 
relate  to  agriculture  and  commerce,  are  general. 
Every  citizen  enjoys  an  equal  right  of  becoming 
a  farmer,  a  manufacturer,  or  a  merchant. .  Labor 
is  left  free  to  seek  its  own  reward.  If,  therefore, 
the  manufacturer  be  a  monopolist,  then  all  who 
enjoy  the  protection  and  benefits  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  land,  are  monopolists. 

Butj  the  poor — ^we  are  told  it  will  oppress  the 
poor.  Think  you,  sir,  the  poor  will  be  oppressed 
by  giving  them  increased  employment  ?  What  is^ 
it  that  oppresses  the  poor  ?  Want  of  employment, 
and  excises  and  taxes  upon  the  articles  of  subsist- 
ence. The  condition  of  the  American  citizen, 
in  this  respect,  is  not  to  be  compared,  as  it  has 
been,  with  that  of  the  Englishman.  England 
taxes  every  thing  which  is  necessary  for  the  sub- 
sistence and  comfort  of  the  poor  man.  We  tax 
nothing.    The  poor  man—in  truths  ski  no  man, 
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with  us,  is  obliged  to  consume  dutiable  articles. 
If  he  does  consume  them,  it  is  because  he  chooses 
to  do  it.  The  act  is  voluntary.  No  man,  rich  or 
poor,  can  be  compelled,  against  his  will,  to  con- 
tribute a  fraction  to  the  National  Treasury  for  his 
food,  drink,  or  raiment. 

Tne  gentleman  from  North    Carolina,  (Mr. 
Williams,}  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  has  in- 
sisted, that  the  operation  of  this  bill  will  be  to  de- 
stroy the  cotton  trade,  and  ruin  the  planters  of  the 
South ;  because,  if  we  will  not  take  the  merchan- 
dise of  England  and  France,  they  will  not  take 
our  cotton.    Sir,  the  English  and  French,  like 
all  other  prudent  merchants,  will  trade  where  they 
can  make  the  be&t  bargain.    If  England,  for  in- 
stance, can  elchange  a  yard  of  broadcloth  for 
morje  pounds  of  Brazil  cotton,  than  she  can  of 
Carolina  cotton,  of  like  quality,  no  matter  what 
the  difference  in  price  may  be,  she  will  buy  the 
Brazil  cotton.    And  this  is  the  whole  secret  of 
"  buying  where  you  can  buy  cheapest."    I  belieye 
•the  cotton  growers  have  much  to  lear,  if  this  meas- 
ure be  not  adopted.    To  me.  it  appears  that  their 
safety,  that  the  common  safety  of  us  all,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  policy  of  this  bill.    Let  us  examine 
its  operation  upon  the  cotton  planter.    In  the  di- 
rect trade  between  this  country  and  England,  our 
imports,  if  I  mistake  not,  haye  always  exceeded 
our  exports.    In  1822,  the  excess  was  more  than 
911,000,000;  and,  including  her  dependencies, 
was  more  than  $13,000,000  against  us.    This  dif- 
ference is  paid  by  the  transfer  of  American  stocks, 
and  out  or  the  proceeds  of  American  cargoes,  sold 
on  the  continent.    If  we  take  the  excess  beyond 
the  value  of  the  cotton  exported  to  England,  the 
difference  will  be  more  than  $16,000,000  ;  and  if 
that  of  France  be  added,  it  will  be  more  than  $20,- 
000,000  against  us.    The  whole  amount  of  wool- 
len and  cotton  goods  imported  from  England,  in 
the  last  year,  and  which  were  not  re-exported,  did 
not  differ  much  from  $12,000,000.    Now,  if  the 
effect  of  this  bill  should  be  to  exclude  the  woollen 
and  cotton  fabrics  of  England  from  our  markets, 
it  is  apparent,  that  we  shall  still  take  of  her  man- 
ufactures, to  many  millions  of  dollars  worth,  more 
than  she  will  take  of  our  cotton.    Hence  it  is,  that 
our  cotton  trade  with  England,  or  any  other  coun- 
try, cannot  be  materially  affected,  until  we  import 
less  from  such  country  than  we  export  to  it.  6ut, 
the  bill  will  not  have  this  extensive  operation ; 
because  we  shall,  for  a  long  time,  continue  to  im- 
port and  consume  a  large  amount  of  the  fine 
woollen  and  cotton  fabrics  of  England.    No,  sir ; 
if  our  cotton  trade  with  Europe  fails,  it  will  not 
fail  because  we  refuse  to  buy  their  coarse  wares, 
but  because  they  can  buy  their  cotton  of  others  to 
better  advantage.    Of  ti^e  whole  amount  of  cot- 
ton, which  England  annually  consumes,  aboiit 
two-thirds  is  grown  in  the  United  States,  and 
the  residue  in  other  countries— chiefly  in  Egypt 
and  Brazil. 

My  honorable  friend  J  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Hamilton,)  ^ave  us,  m  the  early  part  of  this  de- 
bate, a  giowmff  description  ot  the  -  advantages 
which  the  BrazOs  possess  for  the  snccessful  cul- 
ture of  cotton.    It  was  a  true  |)icture.    Perhaps 


there  is  no  country  on  the  globe  better  adapted  to 
the  production  of  this  staple  commodity.    In  soil, 
climate,  and  cheapness  of  labor,  it  stands  unrival- 
led.   It  wants  nothing  but  a  stable  and  temperate 
government.    What,  then,  let  me  ask,  wiU  gtre 
the  greatest  stimulus  to  the  inhabitants  of  that 
vast  region  to  produce  cotton  ?    Will  it  not  be  by 
suffering  England  to  monopolize  their  markets — 
to  supply  them  with  the  coarser  kinds  of  woollen 
and  cotton  goods,  of  which  they  now  consume 
large  quantities^  and  the  consunoption  of  which  is 
rapidly  increasing?    Why?    Because  England 
wul  want  their  cotton  more  than  she  will  waot 
any  other  raw  material  which  they  can  produce. 
Wnat,  then,  is  our  ob7ious  policy  ?    Is  it  not  to 
divide  the  market  with  England'— to  come  in  for 
our  share  of  the  trade  ?    How  i«  this  to  be  done? 
By  encouraging  domestic  industry,  and  giving  the 
farmer  a  home  market.    By  protecting  the  infant 
manufacturing  establishments   of    the  coontry 
against  the  importation  of  comparatively  worth- 
less fabrics,  against  the  arts  and  frauds  oi  foreign 
workshops,  and  thus  enabling  them  to  supply  a 
portion,  at  least,  of  the  articles  which  are  in  so 
much  demand  in  the  South  American  Republics. 
But  can  we  enter  in  competition  with  Efngland 
in  the  markets  abroad  ?    lYe  have,  for  some  time, 
carried  on  a  successful  trade  with  South  America, 
in  articles  of  domestic  manufacture ;  and  one  of 
our  enterprising  citizens  of  the  East,  I  understand, 
has  recently  shipped  thither  some  two  hundred 
bales  of  domestic   manufactured  cotton  goods. 
Give  reasonable  protection,  and  I  am  persuaded 
we  can  manufacture  the  coarse  woollens  and  cot- 
tons, which  enter  so  largely  into  the  consumption 
of  every  country,  be  it  old  or  new,  as  cheap  as 
England  or  France  can.    But  what  good  will 
come  of  it  ?    It  will  sustain  our  navigation,  by 
opening  to  it  a  new  and  wider  field  for  employ- 
ment.   It  will  prevent,  in  no  small  degree,  the 
necessity  of  growing  cotton  in  South  American 
Republics,  because  we  shall  not  want  their  cotton ; 
but  we  shall  want  many  other  articles,  which 
they  ctm  produce  in  abundance.    But  suppose  it 
does  not  have  this  effect ;  what  then  ?    Why.  sir, 
still  it  will  give  our  cotton  growers  the  benefit  of 
two  markets.    The  home  market  will  be  sure  and 
steady,  subject  to  none  of  the  fluctuations  of  the 
European  markets.    But,  sir,  forinidable  as  the 
South  American  rival  threatens  to  be,  it  is  not 
the  only  one  to  be  feared.    The  culture  of  cotton 
has  been  recently  commenced  in  Egypt    Here, 
also,  nothing  is  wanting  to  insure  its  success, 
but  a  parental  government.    Now,  will  not  Eng- 
land and  France  buy  this  raw  material,  which 
they  cannot  produce,  and  which  they  must  have^ 
where  th^y  can  buy  it  at  the  most  profit?  .  Do 
you  believe  that  either  of  them  would  sacrifice  a 
single  dollar,  to  promote  the  agricultural  interest, 
in  this  country  ?    Is  it  not,  then,  our  imperious 
duty  to  adopt  that  course  of  policy,  whicn  will 
result  in  a  steady  home  market  ?    And  what  b 
the  advantage  of  a  home  market?  Ask  the  farmer 
and  mechanic,  and  the  industrious  of 'all  classes 
who  live  in  the  vicinity  of  cities,  villages,  and 
factories.    In  proportion  as  these  increase,  nearly 
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in  that  proportion,  as  a  generaj  role)  productive 
employment  increases.  The  farmer,  for  example, 
can  sell  more,  though  he  raise  less.  The  reason 
isj  that  he  loses  none  of  the  proceeds  of  his  labor. 
It  facilitates  trade,*  bairter,  and  the  endless  inter- 
change of  commodities.  It  stimulates  the  circu- 
lation of  money — ^the  profits  of  labor.  And  this 
circulation,  like  the  blood,  animates,  cherishes, 
and  sustains,  every  part- of  the  system. 

The  friends  of  this  measure  have  been  warned 
to  forbear,  and  not  to  persist  anv  longer  in  at- 
tempting to  establish,  by  force  of  law,  a  new  and 
untried  system.  Sir,  it  is  bo  new  or  untried  sys- 
tem. It  is  a  system  which  originated  with  the 
Cxovernment.  The  first  Congress  encouraged,  and 
partially  protected,  American  manufactures,  and 
American  industry.  The  system  rests  upon  the 
principles  of  self-defence.  If  the  Government  is 
bound  to  protect  the  persons,  dwelling  and  money 
of  the  citizens,  from  ibreiffn  enemies,  is  it  not 
equally  bound  to  protect  their  skill  and*  industry 
from  foreign  rivalry  ?  A  rivalry  sometimes  not 
less  fatal  to  these  interests  than  the  sword  is  to 
life. 

My  friend  from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Rankin)  said, 
we  were  about  to  adopt  tne  policy  of  England, 
which  would  entail  upon  us,  as  it  nad  upon  hety 
pauperism,  exactions,  taxes,  and  a  debt  of  count- 
less millions.  The  measure  under  consideration 
dififers  widely  from  the  English  system  of  policy, 
of  which  he  has  spoken.  But,  were  it  the  same, 
the  consequences  would  not  follow.  The  fault  is 
not  in  the  system.  Has  the  protection  of  British 
manufactures  and  British  industry  ever  added  one 
dollar  to.  the  national  debt  of  Great  Britain? 
Whence,  then,  have  Arisen  her  debts  and  burdens? 
From  her  foreign  wars.  Were  these  waged  for 
the  protection  of  her  home  industry  ?  -No,  sir ; 
they  were  commenced  and  prosecuted  for  power — 
for  empire.  These  have  filled  up  her, measure  of 
taxes  and  ^ ruel  exactions.  The  evil,  therefore,  is 
not  to  be  found  in  the  system  of  protecting  domes- 
tic industry.  My  friend,  also,  contended  that, 
should  England  abolish  her  com  laws  and  give 
free  admission  to  the  grain  of  other  countries,  it 
would  reduce  the  expense  of  living — lower  the 
wages  of  labor,  and,  consequently,  the  price  of  her 
manufactures ;  and  thus  put  it  m  her  power  to 
command  the  markets  of  the  world.  But  did  he 
stop  to  inquire  what  effect  it  Would  have  upon  her 
agricultural  interest?  And  what  would  be  its 
eSect?  Is  there  any  doubt;  can  there  be  any, 
that  the  abolition  of  her  corn  laws  would  totally 
min  the  greiitest  portion  of  her  farmers  ?  What 
could  they  do  ?  Could  the|r  turn  merchants  and 
manufacturers?  No,  sir;  most  of  them  would 
become  paupers.  Tnis  has  a  direct  application  to 
our  own  home  matters.  Let  me  ask  the  Virginia 
tobacco  planters,  whether  they  are  willing  to  risk 
the  free  admission  into  this  country  of  the  tobacco 
and  cigars  of  Cuba  and  Mexico?  Would  not 
this  unequal  competition  ruin  them?  View  it 
how  you  will,  no  pursuit  or  occupation  in  life  is 
safe  without  protection. 

I  must  agam  call  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  the  maxim,  ^' buy  where  you  can  buy  cheap- 


est." This  has  been  repeated  as  though  there  ware 
some  magic  in  it.  What  does  it  mean  ?  Does  it 
mean  simply  the  price  of  the  article  bought,  with- 
out any  reiference  to  the  value  of  the  labor,  money, 
or  other  thing,  given  in  exchange?  It  it  does, 
then  no  man  or  nation  can,  for  any  great  length 
of  time,  continue  to  bpy  cheapest,  without  the  ride 
of  utter  ruin.  Let  us  look  atnhe  consequence. 
The  industrious  farmer  abandonshis  farm,  beoiuse 
he  can  buy  the  grain  from  the  Baltic^  or  the  Black 
Sea,  and  all  the  other  products  of  his  husbandry, 
from  foreign  countries,  twenty-five  per  cent  cheaper 
than  he  can  produce  them.  But^  if  he  cease  to 
produce,  has  he  any  thing  to  give  in  exchange  for 
the  article  he  wants,  however  cheap  it  may  be? 
He  certainly  has  not.  The  same  consequence 
will  follow  in  regard  to  any  other  interest  or  oc- 
cupation. The  question,  then,  is  not.  Where  ean 
you  buy  a  bushel  of  wheat,  or  a  pound  of  cott0n,at 
a  reduction  of  35  per  cent,  in  the  price,  compared 
with  other  like  articles  ?  But  it  is,  Where  ean 
you  buy  them  for  the  least  quantity  and  value  of 
poroductive  labor  and -skill?  An  agricultural  na- 
tion, when  the  foreign  demand  for  her  products 
comes  to  diminish,  will  find  her  only  satety  in  a 
home  market.  Not  that  she  is  to  be  shut  up  at 
home.  This  is  no  Chinese  policy.  Other  mar- 
kets are  open,  though  limited.  They  always  will 
be  open,  for  no  nation  can  produce  or  manufac- 
ture all  she  wants.  She  must,  in  peace  at  least, 
rely  upon  others  for  some  portion  of  her  annual 
consumption. 

Sir,  I  am  persuaded  that  this  measure  is  neces- 
sary, not  only  to  giVe  activity  aad  energy  to  agri- 
culture, commerce,  and  manufactures,  but  to  en- 
able us  to  provide  effectually  for  the  national 
defence.  Upon  what  does  the  nation  rely  for  her 
protection  and  defence?  Is  it  not  upon  well  fed, 
well  clothed,  well  armed  citizens^  and  a  well  ap- 
pointed navy  ?  It  is  true  we  raise  food  enougn, 
and  to  spare,  but  do  we  produce  the  other  neces- 
sary ingredients  for  building  and  furnishing  >  a 
navy,  or  equipping  an  army  ?  We  do  not.  With 
a  country  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  production  of 
wool,  cotton,  and  hemp,  and  abounding  in  the 
ores  of  iron,  lead,  and  copper,  we  are  still  obliged 
to  import  many  articles,  composed  of  these  raw 
materials,  which  are  useful  in  peace  and  essential 
in  war,  and  without  which  a  bat^e  cannot  be 
fought,  or  a  victory  won.  Go,  examine  our  army. 
What  proportion  of  the  soldiers'  clothing  is  of 
American,  and  what  proportion  of  British  manu^ 
faoture?  Go,  examine  our  navy,  the  bulwark  of 
freedom.  There  is  not  a  ship  in  it  but  has  in  its 
construction  more  or  less  of  foreign  iron,  canvass, 
and  cordage.  Yet  there  is-  not  an  article  worth 
naming  in  the  whole  composition  of  a  ship,  from 
truck  to  keelson,  which  this  country  cannot  pro- 
duce. Is  it  prudent  to  depend  upon  England  for 
any  portion  of  our  necessary  clothing,  whether 
for  soldier  or  citizen?  Or,  upon  Sweden  and  Rus- 
sia for  any  part  of  the  iron  and  hemp  required  in 
the  construction  of  a  navy  ?  Is  it  well  for  a  na- 
tion, possessing  all  resources  as  ours  does,  to  de- 
pend, not  upon  herself,  buX  upon  others,  for  some 
of  the  most  essential*  means  oi  defence  ?    Let  the 
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history  of  the  last  war  anewer — a  war  which,  all 
now  acknowledge,  cost  the  country  millions  for 
the  want  of  ade(}uate  manufacturing  establish- 
ments to  furnish  those  supplies  which  were  indis- 
pensable, and  which  could  no  longer  be  derired 
from  Europe  but  at  great  hazard  and  expense. 
Is  it  safe  to  neglect  our  own  resources,  and  trust 
the  liberties  of  the  people^  in  any  degree,  to  the 
friendship  or  cupidity  of  toreigners  ?  But,  it  is 
said,  that,  if  we  undertake  to  grow  hemp,  and  to 
manufacture  canvass  and  iron,  the  expense  will 
fall  hearily  upon  the  agriculturists.  This  conse- 
quence will  not  necessarily  follow,  because  the 
competition  between  the  home  producers  will  keep 
these  articles,  as  the  foreign  articles  are  now  kept, 
yery  nearly,  if  not  quite,  at  their  present  prices. 
But,  suppose  the  price  of  these  articles  should  be 
somewhat  enhanced  ?  Do  our  citizens  prefer  money 
to  life?  Are  they  willing  to  pour  out  their  blood 
like  water  in  defence  of  liberty,  and  will  they  re- 
fuse a  small  pittance  of  their  wealth  in  peace  to 
prevent  the  wasteful  expenditure  of  blood  and 
treasure  in  war?  I  will  not  believe  it,  sir.  The 
men  of  this  country  are  not  more  hardy  and  brave 
than  humane  and  generous.  They  ask  for  pro- 
tection ;  and  I  think  they  ought  to  have  it  I  be- 
lieve the  policy  of  the  bill  t^fore  you  is  required 
for  the  encouragement  of  American  skill,  for  the 
protection  of  American  industry.  I  believe  it  is 
called  for  by  the  spirit  of  the  times,  by  the  com- 
mon wants  and  sufferings  of  the  country,  and  by 
every  consideration  of  national  safety,  prosperity, 
and  renown. 

When  Mr.  Strong  had  concluded — 

^r.  IsACKS,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  thirty-five  cents,  (the  proposed 
minimum  price  of  cotton  goods,}  and  reaucmg  it 
to  twenty-nve  cents,  the  present  minimum. 

Mr.  IsACKS,  in  support  of  his  motion,  said,  that, 
before  the  question  was  taken,  he  must  ask  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  a  few  moments ;  and, 
indeed,  from  the  late  time  in  the  week,  the  late 
hour  in  the  day,  and  the  late  period  of  the*  debate, 
he  feared  he  could  not  rightfully  expect  that  at- 
tention ;  and  to  compensate  for  it  was  certainly 
more  than  he  could  promise;  but  one  thing  he 
would  promise — ^that  his  remarks  should  be  con- 
fined to  the  proposition  before  the  Committee. 

He  said  he  felt  it  the  more  necessary  to- state 
the  grounds  of  his  objection  to  this  feature  of  the 
bill,  because,  in  many  of  the  other  items  which 
had  been  acted  on,  he  had  voted  with  the  friends 
of  the  bill,  and,  if  he  had  believed  that  the  same 
]»inciples  upon  which  he  had  supported  other 
parts  of  the  bill  were  applicable  to  this,  he  should 
not  have  moved  the  amendment  which  had  given 
rise  to  so  much  debate ;  that  his  purpose  was  to 
show  the  manifnt  difference  which  exists  between 
the  two  grand  divisions  of  the  bill,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  the  duties  imposed  on  importations,  the 
places  of  which  are  intended  to  be  supplied  either 
in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  manufactures  of  this 
country.  To  one  class  you  give  encouragement, 
with  a  view  to  enable  them  to  come  in  competi- 
tion with  the  foreign  manufacturer  on  something 
like  fair  and  equal  ground;  while,  for  the  benefit 


of  the  other  class,  you  propose  (in'efiect)  to  ex- 
clude the  foreign  article  altogether.  The  former 
is  done  upon  the  principle  of  competition,  to  which 
he  most  heartily  agreed ;  the  latter  is  prohibition, 
to  which  he  was  unwilling  to  subscribe. 

Mr.  I.  said,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  do- 
mestic manufacturer  to  compete  with  the  foreign : 
to  produce  steadiness  of  price  in  the  market,  (and 
that  not,  in  the  main,  at  the  expense  of  the  con- 
sumer, as  he  believed ;)  to  afford  additional  con- 
sumption for  aggregate  products  which  could  not 
find  a  foreign  market;  he  had  voted  a  moderate 
increase  of  duty  on  foreign  distilled  spirits,  cotton 
bagjgfinff,  iron,  molasses,  and  some  other  articles 
which  nad  passed  in  review  before  the  Committee. 
But  what,  sir,  are  we  asked  to  do  by  that  clause 
of  tlte  bill  to  which  this  motion  apphes?  Not,  as 
in  the  depressed  condition  of  other  mannfapturen, 
to  assist  those  who  are  struggling  for  existence, 
and  who  have  loaded  your  table  with  memorials, 
but  to  make  a  class  of  manufacturers  the  special 
subjects  of  your  favor,  who  neither  ask  for,  nor 
need,  that  favor,  and  who  will  not  thank  you  for 
it  when  bestowed ;  for  he  could  say,  without  the 
fear  of  contradiction,  that,  with  regard  to  the 
manufactures  of  cotton  clotas,  so  far  as  they  have 
yet  progressed,  the  fact  must  be  well  known  to 
many  in  this  House,  that  their  business  is  ex- 
tremely profitable ;  that  the  capital  invested  in  all 
well-conducted  establishments  of -this  kind,  pro- 
duces, at  this  time,  to  the  owners,  a  clear  profit  of 
from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  per  cent,  per  annum. 

It  is  this  class,  already  better  provided  for  than 
any  other,  by  an  existing  minimum  price  of  twenty- 
five  cents  per  yard,  and  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  on  foreign  cotton  goods,  tnac 
we  are  asked  further  to  provide  for,  by  increasing 
the  minimum  to  thirty-five  -cents,  not  that  they 
may  thereby  be  enabled  to  set  up  for  fair  compe- 
tition with  the  importer^  but  that  the  latter  maj 
be  put  down  almost  entirely  as  it  relates  to  this 
article. 

Mr.  I.  said  it  had  been  stated,  in  general  terms, 
that  this  provision  would  not  amount  to  a  prohi- 
bition of  the  article.  He  would  endeavor  to  show 
that  it  would  in  effect  be  prohibition  to  a  great 
extent — and  what  would  be  the  consequences  of 
that  prohibition. 

He  said,  as  the  article  was  required  to  pay  dutv 
according  to  its  value,  and  that  duty  being  as  high 
as  .the  article  would  bear,  it  was  clear  that  the 
importer  could  not  afford  to  pay  duty  at  a  rate- 
able price  upon  the  article  when  it  was  really 
worth  considerably  less;  this  duty  upon  the 
amount  lying  between  the  real  and  rated  price  of 
the  thin^,  would  be  to  him  a  dead  loss ;  and  he 
thought  It  required  no  argument  to  prove,  that  no 
articles  of  this  description  would  be  imported, 
which  were  of  inferior  value  to  the  minimum  price 
fixed-,  in  the  rate  of  duty. 

He  said  that  the  minimom  of  1816  has  had  the 
effect  to  exclude  all  cottons  below  that  value,  and 
th6  present  increase  will  have  the  same  effect  to 
the  extent  of  it,  and,  if  he  was  not  greatly  mis- 
taken, the  amount  thus  excluded  would  be  at  least 
one-half  of  the  present  importations. 
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Mr.  I.  said,  if  he  was  right  in  considering  this 
clause  in  the  bill  as  prohibitory,  then  theconse- 
qoence  of  this  prohibition  made  an  important 

auestlon.  And  the  first  thing  that  actaally  strikes 
be  mind  is^  what  effect  will  this  hare  on  the  rev- 
enue ?  Without  goinff  further  back  than  the  last 
year,  it  would  be  found  (if  his  estimate  was  correct) 
that  the  duty,  on  cotton  goods,  printed,  colored, 
and  white,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $2,782,000. 
Then  to  exclude  half  the  amount  of  these  impor- 
tations or  even  less,  yotik  exclude,  by  that  process, 
upwards  of  one  million  of  dollars  from  the  Trea- 
sury. This  deficit  must  then  be  made  up  by  some 
other  mode  of  collection ;  and  we  had  been  told 
that  the  increased  duties  on  other  articles  in 
the  bill  would  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  He 
"Would  admit,  that  upon  many  articles  the  amount 
of  rerenue  will  be  increased,  but,  on  others,  it  will 
as  certainly  be  diminished;  and,  taking  all  the 
items  of  this  bill  together,  (setting  apart  from  them 
Mi  and  other  prohibitory  parts)  ne  thought,  if 
the  loss  and  gain  throughout  would  balance,  it 
was  as  much  as  any  one  had  a  right  to  expect ; 
he  hoped  it  would,  and  so  far  he  was  willing  to 
risk  it,  but  he  could  not  flatter  hiiQself  that  there 
would  be  any  thin^  over  and  above,  to  carry  to 
the  amonnt  of  prohibitions. 

The  whole  amount  of  this  deficiencv,  arising 
from  the  i>rohibitory  parts  of  the  bill,  hau  been  va- 
riously estimated  b]f  its  opponents— suppose  it  to  be 
three  millions,  which  was  a  less  sum  than  any  of 
them  had  made  it,  though  he  admitted  most  of  the 
estimates  were  made  in  relation  to  the  bill  as  it 
stood  before  important  reductions  were  carried. 

The  question  then  recurs^  how  is  this  deficiency, 
whatever  it  mav  be,  (and  it  will  be  a  sum  worth 
thinking  about,)  to  be  raised  ?    This  question  has 
been  avoided  by  the  quaint  sajring.  "  that,  although 
the  importer  pays  the  duty  in  ti&e  first  instance, 
yet  the  consumer  pays  it  in  the  end  even  now.^' 
This  is' very  true,  hut  at  present  he  only  pays  the 
single  amount  of  that  duty — ^pays  it  but  once ;  but 
by  what  argument  is  the  prohibition  of  articles 
supported  1    It  is  in  effect  by  this :  that,  as  the 
domestic  manufacturer  cannot  contend  with  the 
foreign  without  taking  the  duty  now  paid  by  the 
foreign  and  giving  it  to  the  domestic  manufacturer, 
and  this  to  enable  him  to  provide  the  substitute  for 
the  duty-paying  article,  and  which,  without  this 
bounty,  he  coula  not  manufacture ;  consequently 
he  must,  to  save  himself,  sell  his  fabric  as  high  as 
the  foreign  fabric  now  costs,  duty  and  all.    The 
consumer  will  then  be  in  the  same  situation  he  is 
now :  he  wHl  still  have  this  tax  to  pay,  with  this 
difference,  that  he  will  then  not  be  paying  it  to 
the  Government  but  to  the  manufacturer — the 
Qovemment  is  still  thiit  much  money  out  of  pocket. 
If,  then,  to  get  it  in,  you  should  resort  to  any  spe- 
cies of  taxation  upon  the  consumer,  then,  on  the 
back  of  the  increase  of  price  which  ihey  will  have 
to  pay  the  manufacturer  in  the  purchase,  they  will 
have  also  to  pay  an  equal  amount  to  the  Govern- 
ment ;  this  he  would  calia  double  tax  on  the  con- 
sumers, or  paying,  as  a  consequence  of  this  prohi- 
bition, something  like  the  same  sum  twice^  which 
they  now  pay  but  once. 


But,  suppose  Congress  should  think  it  more 
equitable,  when  they  come  to  provide  for  this  de- 
ficit, (as  the  loss  was  occasioned  on  account  of 
the  domestic  manufacturers,)  to  tax  them  to  make 
it  up.  You  will  then  hear  from  them,  though 
you  do  not  now.  They  will  tell  you,  "  We  did 
not  ask  the  aid  which  you  gave  us :  those  of  us 
eneaged  in  the  business  asked  for  nothing  but  to 
be  let  alone.  And  as  to  the  rest,  you  *  led  us  into 
the  temptation.'  We  should  not  have  employed 
our  time  and  capital  in  this  wav,  if  you  had  not 
held  out  the  inducement.  Ana  now,  when  our 
business  is  but  scarcely  under  way.  if  you  lay  this 
burden  on  us,  it  will  be  insupportaole/' 

But,  suppose  these  arguments,  however  just,  (at 
least  in  the  way  of  reproach,)  should  not  prevail, 
and  they  should  be  taxed,  (for  the  roonev  must  be 
raised  some  how^)  what  then  becomes  or  the  con- 
sumer? Why,  It's  all' the  same  thing  in  the  out- 
come as  thooffh  he  were  taxed  himself.  The 
manufacturer  lays  this  tax  on  the  goods,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  former  price,  and  the  consumer  has  it 
to  pay.  So  that,  manage  the  matter  as  you  may, 
the  result  will  be  that  the  consumer  will'  then 
have  abodt  twice  the  amount  to  pay  which  the 
duties  now  cost  him,  if  tbese  prohibitions  should 
occasion  the  reduction  in  the  revenue  ivhich  he 
had  supposed. 

Mr.  1.  said,  with  a  view  to  incrtoie  the  revenue, 
he  would  be  in  favor  of  a  revision  of  the  tariff^ 
not  only  to  hasten  the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
so  often  mentioned  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
but  also  to  enable  the  Government  effectually  to 
move  forward  with  the  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment, in  which  this  House  had  at  this  session 
taken  the  first  decisive  step. 

The  practical  operatiAns  of  this  system  he  con- 
ceived necessary  to  the  promotion  of  convenient 
intercourse  and  interior  trade.  It  stood  first  in 
the  order  of  march'  towards  our  national  pros|>er- 
itv,  and  should  precede  the  legislative  completion 
ot  the  manufacturine^system. 

Mr.  I.  said  he  had  another  reason  against  pro- 
ducing any  material  reduction  in  the  revenue, 
which,  as  a  Representative  of  the  people,  he  was 
bound  to  respect.  He  would  not  libel  his  con- 
stituents by  saying  that  the  imposition  of  a  tax 
(should  that  be  the  consequence  of  these  prohibi- 
tions) would  excite  them  to  disaffection,  and  driv& 
them  to  disunion.  He  knew  thev  would  bear  it 
to  the  extent  of  their  ability^  with  that  patience 
and  determined  fortitude  which  they  had  shown 
on  all  occasions  when  put  to  the  trial ;  but  a  knowl- 
edge of  their  situation  compelled  him  to  say,  that 
at  this  time  they  would  be  unable  to  bear  it.  He 
would  not  go  into  an  enumeration  of  the  causes 
and  effects  of  their  em^rrassment  and  distress : 
one  thine  at  least  was  evident,  that,  owing  to  the 
wretched  condition  of  our  currency,  we  have  noth- 
ing that  we  could  pay  taxes  with ;  and  in  this 
respect  at  least  we  are  as  well  off,  and  perhaps  a 
little  better,  than  our  good  neighbors  immediately 
to  the  north  of  us. 


Mr.' I.  said^  that,  in  support  of  some  of  the  pro- 
yisions  of  this  bill,  an  argument  bad  been  used, 
with  great  effect,  that  we  should  provide  for  our 
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defence  in  the  anwished-for  erent  of  war ;  but  this 
argament  could  only  apply  to  the  eacouragement 
of  the  manufactare  of  iron,  lead,.heinp)  and  per- 
hap  a  few  other  articles,  necessary  for  the  national 
deience.  So  far  he  acknowledged  all  its  force; 
but  it  did  not  apply  to  the  part  of  the  bill  now 
under  consideration.  The  country  is  not  to  be 
defended  with  calico  and  muslin;  that  business 
requires  sterner  stuff. 

Mr.  I.  said,  that  his  assent  was  most  cheerfully 
yielded  to  an  increase  of  duties  on  silks,  India 
and  China  goods,  and  all  other  articles  of  fashion 
and  luxury,  to  the  extent  they  would  bear,  with  a 
view  to  re7enue. 

But,  lilr.  I.  said,  he  would  not  so  far  violate  his 
promise  to  the  House  as  to  permit  himself  to  go 
into  an  examination  of  the  general  principles  of 
the  bill ;  and  he  would  only  add — ^tace  away  its 
prohibitions,  saye  the  revenue,  and  then  encourage 
manufactures  and  reward  industry. 

Mr.  Casbedt,  of  New  Jersey,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman:  After  the  protracted  debate 
which  we  have  heard  on  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration of  the  Committee,  and  the  talent  and 
eloquence  which  have  been  exerted,  as  well  by 
the  friends  of  the  bill,  as  by  those  gentlemen  who 
hare  considered  it  their  duty  to  oppose  it,  I  would 
not  presume  to  intrude  my  remarxs  upon  the  pa- 
tience of  the  Committee,  were  it  not  for  the  soli- 
citude which  I  acknon^ledffedlj  feel,  in  common 
with  my  constituents,  in  tne  fate  of  the  question 
which  is  soon  to  be  decided. 

Admonished,  however,  by  many  considerations, 
I  propose  to  a^  the  indulgence  of  the  Committee 
but  for  a  short  time.  The  policy  of  the  bill  before 
us,  though  the  bill  itself  may  probably  be  suscep- 
tible of  some  amendment,  is,  in  my  view,  neither 
of  a  sectional  nor  partial  character,  but  national 
in  its  objects,  and  adapted  to  promote  the  welfare, 
not  of  one  class  or  interest  or  the  communityex- 
clusi?e]y,  but  that  of  the  nation  at  large.  Were 
I  not  a  convert  to  the  truth  of  this  doctrine,  or  if 
I  could  believe,  with  some  ffentlemen,  that  the 
effect  of  the  bill  would  be  to -burden  the  many  for 
the' benefit  of  the  few;  to  depress  one  section  of 
our  country  for  the  advancement  of  another;  to 
agigrandi^fe  the  manufacturing  at  the  expense  of 
the  commercial  and  agricultural  classes  of  the 
community ;  or  to  subiect  the  domain  of  the  cul- 
tivator of  the  soil  to  the  operation  of  a  direct  tax, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturer,  I  would  have 
voted  in  favor  of  the  motion  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York^  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill. 

Of  all  the  employHients  which  occupy  the  at- 
tention, or  exercise  the  industry  of  miknkmd,  that 
of  the  cultivator  of  the  soil  is  among  the  most 
honorable,  as  it  is  the  most  useful;  all  others  are, 
in  a  great  degree,  dependent  on  it.  It  was  the 
primeval  occupation  of  our  species,  and  is  engaged 
in  executinfr  the  mandate  of  Hearen  itself,  by  ex- 
tracting, With  a  laborious  and  perseverinff  hand, 
from  the  prolific  bosom  of  the  earth,  the  food  which 
sustains  life,  the  materials  for  our  clothing,  and 
many  of  the  principal  articles  of  commerce. 


I,  for  one,  sir,  am  unwilling  that  a  tax  should 
be  imposed  by  the  General  Government  upon  the 
lands  of  the  agriculturist,  under  any  circumstances 
but  those  of  imperious  necessity.  Had  I,  for  in- 
stance, enjoyed  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House 
during  the  late  war,  carried  on,  be  it  rememboed, 
at  the  expense  of  millions,  and  to  the  bankruptcy 
of  the  Treasury,  for  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce and  seamen,  and  the  maintenance  of  our 
indispensable  rights  on  the  ocean — those  rights 
which  could  not  have  been  abandoned  without  a 
virtual  surrender  of  the  national  independence, 
and  that  commerce  which  would  have  ceased  to 
be,  or  at  best  would  have  dragged  on  a  miserable 
existence,  fed,  not  supported,  bv  the  crumbs  which 
might  have  fallen  from  the  table  of  our  adversary, 
if  commerce,  in  that  hour  of  her  peril,  had  been 
"left  alone  to  regulate  herself;"  to  nerve  the  arm 
of  the  Government  on  such  an  occasion,  and  for 
such  olyects,  I  would  have  voted  for  a  tax  on  the 
lands  of  the  cultivator;  but  on  no  light,  or  trivial, 
or  ordinarv  occasion,  would  I  do  so. 

I  am.  Mr.  Chairman,  in  favor  of  the  bill  upon 
your  table,  and  of  course  opposed  to  everv  motion 
which  seeks  to  effect  its  destruction;  Decause  I 
believe  that,  while  it  would  not  injuriously  affect 
the  commerce  of  the  country,  in  which  evny  class 
of  our  citizens,  whether  immediately  engaged  in 
commercial  pursuits  or  not,  is  deeply  interested, 
it  would,  at  the  same  time,  afford  protection  and 
encouragement  to  some  of  the  most  important 
branches  of  domestic  manufactures;  those  for 
which  we  possess  an  abundance  of  the  raw  ma- 
terial, or  the  capacity  for  producing  them  to  auf 
extent.  But,  more  e^iecially,  I  am  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  because,  to  me  it  seems  manifest  that  it 
would  strongly  tend  to  relieve  theembarrassmesls, 
and  promote  the  prosperity  of  that  class  which 
embraces  within  its  scope  the  great  body  of  the 
active  male  population  of  the  country,  (I  mean 
the  agriculturists,}  by  creating  a  home  market  for 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  surplus  productions 
of  the  soil,  which  the  European  nations,  at  length 
released  from  the  calamities  of  war,  can  furnish 
for  themselves,  and  which  (with  the  ezcq)tion 
principally  of  rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco)  the^, 
therefore,  do  not  receive  in  exchange  for  their 
fabrics,  with  which  our  markeu  are  glutted  by 
them,  beyond  the  measure  of  our  ability  to  pay ; 
thus  making  us  their  debtors  to  a  fearful  amount, 
paralyzing  the  national  industry,  and  prostnting 
the  independence  of  the  country. 

The  encouragement  of  the  manufacture  of  wool 
alone,  by  some  proper  provisions,  could  not,  I  think, 
fail  to  be  beneficial  to  the  American  farmer,  by  ena- 
bling him  profitably  to  stock  his  otherwise  unpro- 
ductive waste  lands  with  sheep,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  employment  which  it,  together  with  the  eocou- 
ragement  of  other  of  the  more  important  branches 
of  manufactures,  would  furnish  to  many  of  our 
citizens,  now  strangling  with  want,  and  of  the 
manufacturing  skiu  and  capital  which  would 
probably  be  attracted  by  them  from  countries  be* 
yond  the  Atlantic.  I  cannot  a]g[ree  with  thoee 
gentlemen  who  entertain  the  opinion,  that  the 
considerations  which   have  been  u^^ed  by  the 


2141 


HISTOBT  OF  OONGRESS. 


2142 


April,  1834. 


The  Tarif  BUL 


H.  OP  R. 


frieods  of  the  national  indastry,  in  favor  of  the 
policy  of  protecting  and  encouraging  it  by  legis- 
lative enactments,  and  of  its  tendency  to  advance 
the  independence  of  the  country,  are  mere  idle 
declamation. 

In  one  sense  it  is  true,  sir,  we  are  already  inde- 
pendent. .  There  is  no  power  on  earth  that  has 
the  right  to  control  us  but  ourselves.  Thanks  be 
to  God.  and  to  the  virtue  and  valor  of  our  fathers, 
we  no  longer  owe  allegiance  to  any  foreign  Gov- 
ernment; but,  as  free  and  independent  States, 
have  full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  con- 
tract alliances,  establish  commerce,  and  to  do  all 
other  acts  and  thinsfs  which  independent  States 
may  of  right  do.  Yet,  sir,  I  have  been  induced  to 
believe  there  is  some  soundness  in  the  position, 
that  no  nation  can  be  really  and  practically  inde- 
pendent without  the  ability  to  furnish,  from  her 
own  internal  resources,  not  every  article,  the  con- 
sumption of  which  either  habit  or  caprice  may 
have  rendered  in  a  degree  necessary  pr  desirable. 
but  the  essential  articles  of  food,  of  clothing,  ana 
the  means  of  defence.  It  has  been  asserted  that, 
during  the  late  war,  our  Government  was  com- 
pelled, by  the  necessit)[  of  our  situation,  to  be  a 
little  blind  to  the  practice  of  smuggling,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  means  of  clothing  our  gallant  sol- 
diers, who  were  enffased  in  fighting  the  battles  of 
our  cooatry  in  the  field. 

I  readily  admit,  Mr.  Chairman,  that,  in  attempt- 
ing to  anticipate  the  effects  likely  to  result  from 
the  provisionsof  tlie  bill  before  us,  my  conclusions 
may  be  erroneous.  But,  having  exercised  my  best 
judgment  in  relation  to  the  probable  consequences 
of  those  provisions,  and  having  heard  the  opinions 
of  some  gentlemen,  whose  discernment  and  expe- 
rience are  entitled  to  confidence,  I  do  not  antici- 
pate that  a  diminution  of  the  revenue  will  be 
found  among  their  number  to  induce  the  necessity 
of  resorting  to  a  system  oi  direct  taxation  to  sup- 
ply the  deficiency.  When,  direct  taxation  shall 
ccmie  opoa  us,  it  will  not,  I  think,  be  the  result  of 
the  provisions  of  this  bill.  On  the  contrary,  I  en- 
tertain a  confident  hope  and  belief-»4Ui  opinion,  if 
you  please — ^^for  it  cannot  be  ascertained  by  pre- 
cise calculation,)  that  the  revenue  will,  under  its 
operation,  be  at  least  as  great  in  amount  as  it  is 
likely  to  be  in  the  event  of  the  rejection  of  the  bill, 
and  that  the  diminution  which  might  otherwise 
ensue,  in  consequence  of  a  decreased  amount  of 
imports^  if  that  shall  be  found  among  its  efifeets, 
will  be  amply  supplied  by  the  increased  rates  oi 
some  of  the  duties  proposed*  Not  intending  to 
detain  the  Committee  by  an  examination  of  all 
the  principal  items  of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  their 
effect  upon  the  revenue,  I  b^  leave,  in  reference 
to  this  part  of  the  subject,  briefly  to  advert  to  one 
or  two  of  them.  Silks  are  principally  consumed 
by  the  more  wealthy  classes  of  the  community. 
The  value  of  this  article,  imported  into  the  United 
States  during  the  year  which  ended  on  the  30th 
September:  1823,  (as  appears  by  the  last  report 
from  the  Treasury  Department,  of  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States.)  was  up- 
wards of  six  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars.  The 
bill  propose*  an  increase  of  the  duty  on  silks^from 


fifteen  to  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem ;  and 
as  it  may,  I  think,  be  tairly  assumed  that  the  ad* 
ditional  doty  of  ten  per  cent,  will  not  materially 
diminish  the  consumption,  the  revenue  will  be  ben- 
efited, and  the  burden  (if  any)  will  fall,  not  on 
the  poor,  but  on  the  more  wealthy  classes  of  the 
community.  The  same  observations  may  be  ap- 
plied to  fine  linens,  and  other  items  contained  in 
the  biU. 

If,  Mr.  Chairman,  Congress  shall  continue  to 
withhold  from  the  industry  of  this  nation  a  due 
portion  of  that  protection  which  the  most  enlight- 
ened and  prosperous  nations  of  the  European  world 
have  thrown  around  their  own,  instead  of  alarm- 
ing ourselves  at  the  spectre  of  direct  taxation,  sup- 
posed to  lie  in  ambush  behind  the  provisions  of 
this  bill,  will  it  not,  I  ask,  become  us  to  *'gird  up 
our  loins,"  and  prepare  to  wield  the  burden  with 
what  grace  we  can  1  We  were  told  by  a  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
that  the  estimated  amount  of  the  revenue  for  the 
current  year  is  less,  by  about  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars, than  was  the  revenue  of  the  preceding  year. 
To  what  cause  is  this  falling  ofl*  to  be  ascribed  7 
It  cannot  well  be  attributed  to  Tarifi'  le^^islation, 
seeing  that  the  Tariff  has  not  been  revised  since 
the  year  1816.  I  know  it  has  been  ascribed  to  the 
fluctuations  of  trade,  and  we  are  told  that  the  rev- 
enue of  one  year  cannot  be  expected  to  be  pre- 
cisely the  same,  in  amount,  with  that  of  another. 
It  may,  perhaps,  be  owing  to  this  cause,  but  I  fear 
that  tne  diminution  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to 
a  cause  of  deeper  interest  to  us  than  the  accidental 
fluctuation  of  trade;  I  mean,  a  decreased  ability 
of  the  nation  to  pay  for  and  consume  articles  of 
foreign  production,  on  the  consumption  of  which 
the  revenue  principally  arises. 

If  the  ability  of  this  nation  to  contribute  to  the 
wants  of  the  Government,  or,  in  other  words,  to 
pay  for  and  consume  merchandise  imported  from 
abroad,  is  gradually  lessening  under  the  operation 
of  oup  present  course  of  policy,  (as  I  believe  the 
fact  to  be,)  the  revenue  which  depends  upon  con- 
sumption must  likewise  decrease ;  and  as  the  wants 
of  this,  like  those  of  every  other  Government,  are 
imperious,  and  must  be  supplied,  internal  taxation 
would  seem  to  be  the  necessary  final  conseqaence. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of 
the  nation  shall  be  increased,  by  the  encourage- 
ment of  national  industry,  (as  I  doubt  not  they 
would  be,)  her  ability  to  purchase  and  oonkurae 
imported  commodities,  such  as  cannot  be  produced 
in  sufi&cient  quantities  at  home,  will  also  be  in- 
creased, to  the  advantage  of  the  revenue ;  and  if 
internal  taxation,  in  any  shape,  should  then  be- 
come necessary,  in  consequence  of  extraordinary 
occurrences,  the  burden  will  be  lighter,  in  propor- 
tion to  our  increased  ability  to  endure  it. 

Is  it  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  deplorable  as  it  is 
true,  that  we  have  for  years  escaped  the  clutches 
of  the  tax  gatherer,  by  the  expedient  of  loans,  to 
which  we  have  been  compelled  by  our  necessities 
to  resort,  for  the  humiliating  purpose  of  enabling 
the  Government  of  this  young  and  enterprising 
nation,  occupying  a  country  on  which  nature  has 
shed  her  bounties  with  a  lavish  land,  to  defray  its 
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expenditares ;  and  that,  too,  during  a  period  of 
profound  peace,  and  when  our  military  and  naval 
force  has  been  reduced  to  the  level  of  a  peace  es- 
tablishment? 

It. is  said  that  the  condition  of  the  country  does 
not  require  the  species  of  legislation  contained  in 
this  bill ;  that  the  country  is  now  in  a  prosperous 
situation ;  that  of  late  the  revenue  has  improved, 
and  is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition ;  and  that 
there  is  a  considerable  surplus  balance  in  the 
Treasury. 

In  relation  to  the  balance  in  the  Treasury,  the 
fact  is  as  has  been  asserted.  But  have  we  sub- 
stantial reason  to  believe  that  this  state  of  things 
will  continue  1  Does  the  present  condition  of  the 
Treasury  afford  conclusive  evidence  of  the  gene- 
ral prosperity  of  the  country  ?  Is  it  not  true  that, 
under  a  system  like  ours,  which  derives  its  reve* 
nu^  principallv  from  duties  collected  on  imports 
from  abroad,  the  Treasury  may  flourish  for  a  short 
and  delusive  period,  by  the  very  means  which  are 
gradually  exhausting  the  resources,  and  under- 
mining the  prosperity  of  the  country  ? 

The  hectic  flush  that  mantles  the  cheek  of  the 
invalid,  jnay  resemble  the  vivid  elow  of  health ; 
but  it  serv^,  in  reality,  only  to  indicate  the  secret 
disease  which  corrodes  within,  and  gradually  ex- 
hausts the  vital  powers.  If,  Mr.  Chairman,  we 
improvidently  suffer  ourselves  ^*  to  live  beyond  our 
means ;"  if  we  annually  purchase  articles  of  foreign 
production,  greater  in  amount  than  the  amount  of 
our  current  resources,  as  I  have  been  induced  to 
believe  is  the  case  with  us :  even  this  state  of 
things  may  endure,  perhaps,  tor  a  series  of  years, 
and  for  the  time  the  Treasury  may  be  replenish- 
ed:  but  shall  we  not,  by  such  means,  be  gradually 
exhausting  our  eapittJ,  accumulated  in  more  pros- 
perous times,  and  sinking  into  debt?  I  think  we 
shall.  These  ills,  it  is  admitted,  may  ultimately 
find  their  own  remedy,  and  regulate  themselves; 
but  not.  I  fear,  until  we  shall  have  been  taught  the 
error  of  our  ways  in  the  school  of  dear-bought  ex- 
perience, and  suffered  under  the  lash  of  protracted 
adversity. 

I  do  not  pretend,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  be  very  con- 
versant with  the  works  of  European  writers  on 
the  subject  of  national  economy ;  it  is  said,  how- 
ever, that  all  those  of  g^ood  repute  among  them, 
who  have  written  within  the  last  twenty  years, 
have  uniformly  condemned  the  policy  proposed 
by  the  bill  upon  your  table;  and  yet,  sir,  we  know 
that,  while  toe  Efuropean  nations  are  exporting  for 
our  use  the  theories  of  political  economy  recom- 
mended in  the  books  of  their  writers,  the  wise, 
the  sagacious,  the  experienced  statesmen  of  those 
very  nations,  are  practising  upon  different  princi- 
ples at  home— the  principles  involved  in  this  bill. 

Such  is  the  case  witii  nations  under  almost 
every  variety  of  circumsUnces.  Such  is  the  case 
with  England,  possessed  of  numerous  colonies, 
and  with^russifli,  having  none.  Such  is  the  case 
with  Russia,  having,  like  ourselves,  a  sparse  pop- 
ulation, and  an  almost  boundless  extent  of  uncul- 
tivated territory,  and  (omitting  the  mention  of 
others)  such  was  the  policy  adopted  by  Spain,  at 
the  era  of  her  short-lived  political  regeneration. 


It  has  been  said.  Mr.  Chaimun,  that  the  princi- 
ples of  our  Grovernment,  the  genius  of  our  instiui- 
tions,  and  the  character  of  our  population,  are  so 
widely  different  from  those  of  tne  European  na- 
tions, that  their  example  furnishes  not  a  fit  model 
for  our  iqiitation.  In  relation  to  their  forms  and 
principles  of  Government ;  their  wars,  generated 
by  avarice  or  ambition,  and  followed  by  Uieir  train 
of  never-failinff  evils ;  their  prodigal  expenditores 
profusely  lavished  upon  objects  unconnected  with 
the  weliare  of  the  State;  I  agree  that  their  exam- 
ple is  contagious,  and  ought  studiously  to  be  shao- 
ned.  But,  while  intent* on  avoiding  the  evil,  it 
would  be  unwise  if  we  should  refuse  to  avail  our- 
selves of  the  lights  of  their  experience,  or  dbdain 
to  imitate  them  in  the  practice  of  those  princif^e^ 
of  political  economy,  which  their  experience  has 
demonstrated  to  be  soimd,  and  by  the  iofluenee  of 
their  salutary  operation  at  least  greatly  instrumen- 
tal in  redeeming,  within  the  compass  of  a  com- 
paratively short  period,  the  desolating  effects  of 
the  wars  and  calamities  of  many  years.  In  tiiis 
we  should  not  disdain  to  imitate  them.  Rome,  in 
the  plenitude  of  her  power,  when  she  stood  the 
triumphant  mistress  of  the  world,  did  not  disdain 
to  stoop  from  the  eminence  on  which  she  stood,  to 
take  lessons  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  learn 
wisdom  from  the  nations  she  had  subdued. 

I  confess,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  unable  to  com- 
prehend how  it  can  happen,  that  the  course  which 
the  experience  of  other  nations  has  for  aget  ap- 
proved, which  has  had  at  least  a  principal  agency 
in  enabling  them  to  endure  the  enormous  hardens 
of  taxation  to  which  they  have  been  subjected— 
if  not  in  conducting  them  to  power  «nd  wealth — 
is  to  prove  ruinous  and  destructive  to  us.  At  all 
events,  I  am  unwilling  to  abandon  the  safe  a|id 
beaten  path  which  the  finger  of  experienee  has 
pointed  out,  to  pursue  the  theories  or  speculative 
foreigii  writers,  whose  doctrines  and  opinions  are 
at  variance,  not  only  with  the  practice  of  theii 
own  Gk)vernments,  but  also  with  the  principles 
inculcated  by  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  most  distin- 
guished of  our  earlier  statesmen. 

The  opinion  of  Say,  Ricardo,  Lowe,  and  others, 
having  been  arrayed  against  the  policy  of  the  bill 
before  us,  it  may  not,  perhaps,  be  deemed  aseless 
to  direct  our  attention,  for  a  few  moments,  to  the 
writings  of  American  statesmen,  whose  opinions 
we  have  been  accustomed  to  regard  with  defer- 
ence, and  who  were  possessed  of  the  important 
advantages  of  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
condition  and  circumstances  of  our  couiitry,  and 
the  ^nius  and  character  of  its  inhabitants.  The 
opinion  of  Alexander  Hamilton- is  well  known  to 
have  been  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  policy  of  af- 
fording protection  and  encouragement  to  domestic 
manunctures,  and  it  will  not  be  denied,  even  by 
those  who  were  politically  opposed  to  nim,  that 
he  possessed  a  most  powerful  and  discriminating 
mind. 

We  have  been  told  by  this  statesman,  <<that 
'  the  uniform  appearance  of  an  abundant  specie, 
'  as  the  concomitant  of  a  flourishing  state  of  man- 
'  ufactures,  and  of  the  reverse,  where  they  do  not 
'  prevail^  afford  a  strong  presnmption  of  their  ia- 


2145 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2146 


April,  1824. 


The  Tariff  Bill 


H.  OP  R. 


'  yorable  operation  on  the  wealth  of  a  country ;" 
that,  *'  not  only  the  wealth,  but  the  independence 
'  and  security  of  a- country,  appear  to  oe  mate- 
<  rially  connected  with  the  prosperity  of  manufac- 
'tures;  and  that  every  nation,  with  a  view  to 
*■  these  great  objects,  ought  to  endeavor  to  possess, 
'  within  itself,  all  the  essential^  of  natioual  sup- 
'  ply)  which  comprise  the  means  of  subsistence, 
*■  habitation,  clothing,  and  defence." 

I  find,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  works  of  the  same 
distinguished  individual,,  certain  passages,  con- 
nected with  the  subject  of  the  present  discussion, 
embracing  opinions  so  strongly  verified  by  the  ex- 
perience of  this  nation,  and  so  clearly  descriptive 
of  the  advantages  which  the  friends  of  the  bill 
anticipate  as  likely  to  result  from  it,  in  favor  of  the 
agricultural  class  of  the  community,  that  I  beg 
leave  to  recall  them  to  the  recollection  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 
"There  appear,"  says  he,  '^strong  reasons  for 
regarding  the  foreign  demand  for  the  surplus  of 
American  productions,  as  too  uncertain  a  reli- 
ance, and  to  desire  a  substitute  for  it  in  a  domes- 
tic market.  The  restrictive  regulations  which, 
in  a  foreign  market,  abridge  the  vent  for  the  in- 
creasing surplus  of  our  agricultural  productions, 
serve  to  beget  a  desire  that  a  more  extensive  de- 
mand for  that  surplus  be  created  at  home.  To 
secure  such  a  market,  there  is  no  other  expedient 
than  to  promote  manufacturing  establishments. 
Manufacturers,  who  constitute  the  most  numer- 
ous class,  after  the  cultivators  of  the  land,  are, 
for  that  reason,  the  principal  consumers  of  the 
surplus  of  their  labor."  "  This  idea  of  an  ex- 
tensive domestic  market,  for  the  surplus  produce 
of  the  soil,  is  of  the  first  consequence.  It  is,  of 
all  things^  that  which  most  efiechially  conduces 
to  a  flonnshing  state  of  agriculture." 
Mr.  Jefferson,  in  treating  of  the  subject  of  duties 
on  foreign  productions,  and  particularly  those  of 
the  nations  who  impose  high  duties  upon,  or  ex- 
clude our  own,  has  said,  "that  such  duties,  having 
'  the  efiect  of  indirect  encouragement  to  domestic 
'  manufiictures  of  the  same  kind,  may  induce  the 

*  manufacturer  to  come  into  these  States ;"  and 
that  "  the  oppression  of  our  agriculture  in  foreign 
'  parts^  would  thus  be  made  the  occasion  of  reliev- 
'  ing  It  from  a  dependence  on  the  counsels  and 
'  conduct  of  others,  and  of  promoting  arts,  manu- 

*  factures,  and  population,  at  home."  "  To  be  in- 
'  dependent  of  the  comforts  of  life,"  says  this  il- 
lustrious statesman,  (who  certainly  was  not  tainted 
with  British  prejudices,)  "  we  must  fabricate  them 
*•  ourselves.  We  must  now  place  the  manufacturer 
*'  by  the  side  of  the  agriculturist.  Experience  has 
'  taught  me,  that  manufactures  are  as  necessary 

*  to  our  independence  as  to  our  comfort." 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  Jias  ex- 
pressly recommended  "a  review  of  the  Tariff,  for 
'  the  purpose  of  affording  additional  protection  to 
'  the  articles  which  we  are  prepared  to  manufac- 
*'  ture,  or  which  are  more  immediately  connected 
'  with  the  defence  and  independence  of  the  coun- 

*  try." 

In  venturing,  Mr.  Chairman  to  express  the 
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opinion  which  I  entertain,  that  it  is  the  interest  ot 
the  growers  of  cotton — that  most  important  arti- 
cle of  our  produce — to  encourage  its  domestic  con- 
sumption, I  may  be  told  that  the  planters  them- 
selves, with  a  better  understandmg  of  their  own 
particular  interests  than  I  perhaps  can  lay  claim 
to,  and  having  a  market  abroad,  are  averse  to  the 
policy  by  which  that  object  might  be  accomplished. 
But,  what  is  the  state  of  the  foreign  market  for 
this  staple  ?  Is  it  not  true,  that  while  the  demand 
for  it  has  increased  in  the  European  markets,  the 
price  of  American  cotton  has  declined  within  the 
course  of  a  few  years,  to  less  than  eight  pence  ster- 
ling a  pound ;  and  that  a  still  further  decline  (not- 
withstanding^ occasional  variations  of  price)  is 
seriously  to  oe  apprehended?  I  believe  the  facts 
are  so.  This  efiect,  it  is  presumed,  has  been  pro* 
dttced  by  the  overstocking  of  the  markets,  occa- 
sioned, in  part,  by  the  increased  amount  produced 
in  and  exported  from  our  country,  and,  in  part,  by 
the  increased  quantities  with  which  the  European 
markets  are  supplied  from  the  East  and  West  In- 
dies, from  Egypt,  and  the  Brazils.  By  a  state- 
ment said  to  be  derived  from  the  Liverpool  mer- 
chants, it  appears  that  the  imports  of  cotton  from 
the  latter  country  into  Great  Britain^  for  the  last 
six  years,  were — 

In  1818 180,157  bales. 

1819 155,130    « 

1820 179,805    « 

1821 121,777    « 

1822 144,168    " 

1823 148,614    " 

The  imports  from  the  East  Indies,  during  the 
same  period,  are  stated  as  follows: 

'    In  1818 245,672  bales. 

1819 184,633    " 

1820 57,183    « 

1821-  -        -        -        -        -  30,095    " 

1822 19,263    " 

1823 38,393    « 

From  the  West  Indies,  &c.,  during  the  same 
Deriod""^ 

In  1818 55,177  bales. 

1819 30,339    « 

1820 31,576    « 

1821 37,886    «  . 

1822 39,875    « 

1823 33,262    « 

Egypt,  under  the  auspices  of  her  present  en- 
terprising Pacha,  is  becoming  a  cotton-growing 
country.  Her  soil  and  climate  are  well  adapted 
to  its  cultivation.  By  commercial  letters  lately 
received  in  this  couatry,  and  published  in  our  ga- 
zettes, it  appears  that  Egyptian  cotton,  in  consid- 
siderable  quantities,  has  already  found  its  way  to 
the  European  markets,  where  it  is  said  to  be  com- 
ing into  successful  competition  with  our  cottons  of 
the  Sea  Islands  and  of  New  Orleans.  One  of  the 
letters  alluded  to,  (written  from  Marseilles  to  the 
editor  of  the  Paris  Journal  du  Commerce,  and 
dated  in  December,  1823,)  holds  the  following 
language: 

<<  It  is  DOW  four  years  since  M.  Jumel,  a  French- 
man, oonoeived  the  idea  of  introdncing  the  cotton 
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plant  into  Egypt  from  BrasU.  The  ezperioient  com- 
pletely aaccMded.  The  Pacha  ordered  the  planta  to 
be  propagated  aa  faat  aa  posiible,  and  upon  the  most 
extensive  ecale.  In  the  second  year  the  culture  pro- 
duced nearly  100,000  killogrammes,  (320,000!  Ibi.,)  in 
the  third  year  twenty  times  as  much,  and  now,  in  the 
fourth  year,  at  the  moment  of  my  writing,  there  are 
in  the  Lazaretto  of  Maraeilles  4,000  bales,  equal  to 
600,000  killograromesi  which  are  ready  for  the  manu- 
facturer. The  Lazarettoes  of  Leghorn  and  Trieste 
contain  about  the  same  quantity  we  have  here ;  and 
letters  of  the  highest  authority  say  that  the  entire 
crop  will  exceed  6,000,000  killogrammes,  (about  40,000 
bales.)  We  can  place  no  limits  to  the  future  increase 
of  this  plant ;  ^e  Pacha  has  it  cultivated  high  up  the 
Kile." 

**  The  quality  of  this  cotton,  which  ia  of  the  long 
staple  kind,  ia  excellent ;  when  it  obtains  a  little  more 
wbitenesa  in  color,  and  is  better  handled,  it  will  en- 
tirely BUperaede  Louiaiana  and  Pemambuco  cottons. 
It  is  probable  that  our  manufacturers  will  give  it  the 
preference,  more  especially  on  account  of  the  low  price 
to  which  the  abunaant  crops  will  reduce  it.  What 
will  be  the  effect  of  this  upon  our  commercial  relations 
with  the  United  States  V* 

h  is,  I  think,  fairly  to  be  presumed  that  Mexico, 
and  the  vast  and  fertile  regions  which  compuaed 
the  late  Spanish  colonies  in  South  America,  will, 
at  no  distant  period,  produce  cotton  in  great  abun- 
dance ;  and  tnat  Europe  will,  without  regard  to 
our  course  of  legislation,  receive  from  these,  and 
other  foreign  sources,  larj^e  quotas  of  her  supply. 
The  consequence  in  relation  to  the  United  States 
is  obvious.  If,  then,  the  foreign  market  for  our 
cotton  is  deteriorating,  in  consequence  of  causes 
which  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  control,  and  which 
seem  to  partake  of  a  permanent  character,  I  ask 
.  the  representatives  of  the  cotton-growing  States, 
(and  1  do  so  with  all  the  diffidence  which  be- 
comes me,)  whether  it  is  not  their  true  interest  to 
lend  their  influence  in  favor  of  a  policy  which 
must  result  in  an  increased  consumption  of  the  ar- 
ticle at  home? 

As  to  the  present  extent  of  the  domestic  market 
for  our  cotton,  I  have  not  been  fortunate  enough 
to  obtain  a  statement^  which  is  entirely  satisfac- 
'  tory  to  myself.  The  quantity  used  in  our  manu- 
facturing establishments  has  been  variously  stated. 
The  annual  domestic  consumption  of  this  great 
staple  of  the  South,  may  probably  amount  to  about 
30,000,000.  The  town  of  Paterson,  in  New  Jer- 
sey, which  contains  twelve  cotton  mills,  and  about 
18,000  spindles,  has  manufactured  (according  to 
information  furnished  me  by  gentlemen  pf  intelli- 
gence residing  there)  1,200,000  pounds  a  year,  for 
the  manufacture  of  which  the  annual  sum  of  aoout 
^50,000  has  been  paid  in  wages. 

In  connexion  with  this  part  of  the  subject,  I 
take  occasion  to  remark,  that,  among  the  effects 
which,  in  my  judgment,  are  likely  to  result  from 
the  policjr  or  the  bill  before  us,  may  be  numbered 
the  acquisition  of  a  new  foreign  market  for  our 
cotton — not  as  a  raw  material,  but  in  manufac- 
tured form,  and  that  in  regions  well  adapted,  by 
the  nature  of  their  own  soil  and  climate,  for  its 
abundant  production.  I  mean  those  interesting 
countries  on  the  continent  of  South  America,  now 


haf^ily  released,  by  the  achievement  of  their  in- 
dependence, from  the  domination  of  Spain ;  and 
from  the  shackles,  for  centuries  imposed  upon  them 
by  her  jealous  policy,  which  crushed  the  spirit  of 
their  industry,  and  sought  to  confine  their  cons- 
merce  to  hersdf  alone.  These  countries  are  jast 
beginning  to  breathe,  after  the  calamities  of  a  pro- 
tracted and  sanguinary  war ;  the  bird  of  peace  is 
scarcely  yet  seen  to  .hover  over  its  subsiding  bil- 
lows ;  their  civil  institutions  are  yet  to  be  per- 
fected and  consolidated,  and  a  series  of  years  must 
necessarily  elapse  before  they  can  become,  to  any 
considerable  extent,  manufacturing  nations.  The 
principles  and  forms  of  government  which  they 
have  adopted*  are  congenial  to  our  own ;  we  were 
the  first  to  acknowledge  their  independence,  aad 
it  is  reasonable  to  presume  that  we  shall  stand 
with  them  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  na- 
tions, in  lelation  to  commercial  intercourse. 

An  apprehension  seems  to  be  entertained  that, 
in  the  event  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  the  manu- 
facturers will  be  enabled,  by  the  monopoly  which 
it  is  supposed  will  be  secured  to  them,  to  exact 
from  the  good  people  of  this  Union  exorbitant 
prices  for  their  productions. 

This  apprehension,  1  feel  confident,  can  never 
be  realized.  The  true  interest  and  the  polic|r  of 
the  manufacturers  alike  forbid  it  $  and,  if  this  were 
otherwise,  it  will  not  be  in  their  power  to  extor- 
tionate. They  are  charged  with  having  done  so 
during  the  late  war,  when  foreign  importations 
had,  in  a  great  measure,  ceased ;  out  it  cannot  be 
difficult,  I  think,  to  show  that  this  charge  bad  its 
origin  in  error. 

The  price  of  an  article  will,  in  general,  depend 
upon  its  quantity  in  the  market,  compared  with  the 
extent  of  the  demand  for  it.  If,  during  the  period 
alluded  to,  our  manufacturing  establishments  had 
been  annihilated,  the  supply  of  manufactured  ar- 
ticles would  have  been  greatly  diminished,  and 
the  prices  proportionably  enhaooed;  the  domes- 
tic supply,  therefore,  operated  to  keep  the  prices 
in  check,  and  probably  benefited  the  people  of 
this  Union  to  the  amount  of  many  miiiions. 
Experience)  I  believe,  will  warrant  the  assertion, 
that  protection  to  the  domestic  manufacture  of  an 
article  has  generalljr,  if  not  invariably,  had  the 
effect  of  producing  it,  abundant  ia  quantity,  im- 
proved in  quality,  and,  as  the  result  of  coaipetition 
among  the  manufacturers  themselves,  reduced  in 
price.  As  examples  of  this  result,  the  articles  of 
coarse  cottons  and  cut  nails  have  been  frequently 
adduced.  The  article  called  plains,  or  negro  cloth, 
which  is  principally  used,  in  the  South,  may  be 
added.  Tne  European  article,  composed  of  wool, 
was  formerly  sold  at  seventy-five  cents  a  yard. 
The  American  manufacturer  produced  the  negro 
cloth,  of  cotton  and  wool,  and  foreign  plains  fell 
to  twcy^ty-five  cents.  The  American  article,  su- 
perior to  the  foreign,  may,  at  this  dajr,  be  purchased 
(as  I  am  informed)  for  twenty-eight  cents  (he 
yard,  though  the  planters  of  the  South  are  proba- 
bly in  the  nabit  of  paying  a  higher  price,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  profits  accumulated  upon  it,  by 
successive  dealers,  through  whose  hands  it  passes 
to  them. 
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The  growers  of  cottoo  and  tobacco  have,  at  this 
<ime,  I  believe,  the  monopoly  of  the  domestic 
market  for  those  articles.  Not  a  spindle  nor  a 
shuttle  in  the  cotton  manufacturing  establishments 
of  the  North  can  be  put  into  operation,  without 
the  raw  material,  the  cotton  of  the  South.  Of 
this  I  do  not  complain,  nor  have  t  learned  that 
extortion  has  ever  been  practised  by  the  South  in 
consequence  of  it ;  on  the  contrary,  I  rejoice  that 
our  own  country  can  furnish  our  own  supply  of 
these  important  articles ;  that  we  are  not  depen- 
dent on  foreign  nations  for  them,  and  that  a  very 
numerous  and  respectable  portion  of  our  popola- 
latiott  is  benefited  by  their  production. 

It  was  my  intention,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  have 
presented  other  views  of  the  subject,  and  to  have 
attempted  a  reply  to  several  of  the  ciiarees  which 
have  been  exhibited  against  the  principles  of  the 
hdl  now  *^  upon  the  country'*  for  its  trial ;  but  its 
more  able  advocates  who  nave  preceded  me  in 
the  debate  Laving  rendered  the  attempt,  in  a  great 
degree,  unnecessary,  I  will  briefly  notice  a  few  of 
them. 

It  has  been  objected  that,  by  the  nassaffe  of  the 
bill,  we  shall  commit  a  violation  oi  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Union,  which  we  are  bound,  by  our 
doty,  and  our  hi^est  interest  as  citizens,  as  well 
as  by  our  official  oaths,  to  maintain  inviolate. 
This  objection  bears  an  aspect  of  the  most  formi- 
dable character.  Its  effort  is  to  lay  the  axe  at 
once  to  the  root  of  the  bill  before  us,  and  to  effect, 
not  only  its  destruction,  but,  so  long  as  the  Con- 
stitution thai!  remain  unaltered,  to  deny  to  the 
General  Gh)vernment  the  power  of  protecting  the 
industry  of  the  country,  by  similar  legislative 
enactments,  at  any  future  period.  If,  however, 
this  objection  be  well  founded,  it  merits,  beyond 
all  dispute,  the  attainment  of  its  object.  The  sup- 
posed violation,  if  I  have  correctly  comprehended 
its  nature^  is  to  consist,  not  so  much  in  overt  act 
as  in  intention.  You  may  (says  the  objection) 
constitutionally  pass  a  bill  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports, provided  it  be  done  with  the  sole  view  and 
intention  of  raising  a  revenue;  but,  if  you  in- 
tend by  its  enactment  to  protect  and  encourage 
the  industry  of  the  country,  and  impose  duties 
adequate  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  end,  the 
whole  character  of  the  act  is  changed,  and  it 
degenerates  into  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution. 

This  mode  of  interpreting  the  Constitution,  in 
my  judgment,  has  in  it  too  much  of  subtlety  and 
refinement  to  be  just,  and  cannot  be  sustained  by 
the  provisions  of  the  instrument  itself;  these  pro- 
▼isions  are  too  familiar  to  every  member  of  this 
Committee  to  need  a  recital.  It  is  not  the  inter- 
pretation practically  given  to  them  by  the  Con- 
gress of  1789,  which  sat  shortly  after  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  and  was,  if  I  mistake  not, 
composed  in  part  ot  the  same  distinguished  states- 
men who  had  been  members  of  the  Convention 
which  gav^  it  birth. 

The  preamble  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  in 
the  year  1790,  for  passing  duties  on  ffoods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
refers  to  the  act  of  1789  on  the  same  subject,  and 


informs  us  that  the  duties  imposed  by  the  latter 
act  were  laid,  not  for  the  purpose  of  revenue  alone, 
but  '^  for  the  discharge  of  the  debts  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  protection  and  encouragement  of 
domestic  manufactures."  If,  therefore,  the  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  contended  for  by  the 
opponents  of  the  bill,  be  correct,  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  1789,  for  the  purposes,  and  with  the  inten- 
tion which  it  distinctly  avows^  involved  in  it  a 
violation  of  the  charter  of  our  liberties,  and  we 
must  be  driven  to  a  conclusion  which  I  ani  un- 
willing to  admit — ^that  that  venerable  Congress, 
as  it  has  justly  been  termed,  did  not  comprenend 
the  true  meaning  and  construction  of  the  instru- 
ment, which  many  of  its  members  had  been  in- 
strumental in  framing. 

It,  has  been  objected,  that  extensive  manufac- 
turing establishments  are  the  fruitful  nurseries  of 
vices  and  crimes^  that  that  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion of  a  country,  which  ''  innales  their  pestilential 
atmosphere" — I  use  the  iaoguaffe  which  has  been 
used  in  this  House — feeble  and  decrepit  in  body, 
and  deformed  in  mind,  are  reduced  to  the  level  of 
slaves ;  that  they  are  unfit  to  breathe  the  pure  air 
of  freedom,  and  are  both  morally  and  physically 
incapable  of  defending  their  country  in  the  hour 
of  danger. 

This  picture  is  highly  colored,  and  would  prob- 
ably have  produced  an  impression  on  my  mind 
unuivoiable  to  the  policy  of  the  bill,  had  I  not 
availed  myself  of  the  frequent  opportunities,  which 
circumstances  have  afforded,  of  seeing  and  judg- 
ing for  myself. 

liow  far  the  representation  may  be  applicable 
to  the  establishments  of  other  countries,  where  the 
principles  of  freedom  do  not  prevail;  where  the 
debasing  influence  of  oppression  pervades  the  whole 
mass  of  the  population,  with  the  exception  of  the 
privileged  few;  and  where  the  people  are  bowed 
down  beneath  a  weight  of  taxation,  I  pretend'not 
to  determine ;  but,  in  relation  to  the  establishment 
of  our  own  country,  so  far  as  my  observation  has 
extended,  it  is  erroneous. 

I  could  point  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the 
Ramapo  manufacturing  establishment  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  of  which  a  member  of  the  last  Con- 
gress is  a  part  proprietor— to  establishments  at 
Paterson,  in  New  Jersey,  and  others,  as  signal  re- 
futations of  this  objection.  Though  often  lan- 
guishing under  the  want  of  adequate  protection, 
to  my  eye  they  have  not  presented  the  loathsome 
and  uisgusting  spectacle  of  disease  and  crime,  but 
the  pleasing  scene  of  well  regulated  industry. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  true,  sir,  that  some  portion 
of  the  population,  employed  in  the  manufacturing 
establishments,  are  not  so  well  qualified  as  those 
whose  pursuits  have  rendered  them  more  hardy 
and  athletic,  to  wield  the  arms  of  the  warrior ;  but 
they  can,  and  will  perform  the  not  less  important 
and  essential  service  of  clothing  him  in  the  field. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  greater  number  of  hands 
employed  in  our  cotton  manufacturing  establish- 
ments are  women  and  children ;  many  of  whom, 
doubtless,  would  otherwise  be  idle ;  and  thus  be- 
come the  certain  victims  of  those  vices  which  idle- 
ness never  fails  to  generate. 
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The  objection  to  manufactaring  establishments, 
which  I  have  just  noticed,  would  apply,  with 
greater  force,  to  our  commercial  cities.  Amid  the 
vast  variety  of  advantages  which  the  nation  de- 
rives from  them,  as  the  emporiums  of  our  com- 
merce ;  their  numerous  institutions  for  charitable 
and  benevolent  purposes,  and  for  the  promotion 
of  science  and  the  arts;  is  it  not  true,  that  they 
are  also  the  great  theatres  of  luxury,  effeminacy, 
and  disease,  and*  may  I  not  add,  of  vices  and 
crimes;  that  a  portion  of  their  population,  from 
the  nature  of  their  pursuits,  have  less  of  pnysical 
ability  to  bring  to  the  defence  of  the  country,  in 
the  hour  of  danger,  than  is  to  be  found  among  the 
more  hardy  and  intrepid  cultivators  of  the  soil  ? 
And  yet,  I  presume,  the  individual  is  hardly  to  be 
found  who  would  wish  to  check  the  growth  or 
mar  the  prosperity  of  our  cities. 

Finally,  Mr.  Chairman,  believing,  as  I  do,  that 
the  encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures  is 
our  true  policy :  that  it  is  even  now  required  at  our 
hands,  by  the  deliberate  wishes  and  expectations 
of  a  decided  majority  of  the  citizens  of  this  Union ; 
I  cannot  forego  the  hope  that  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  which  is  aimed  at  one 
of  the  most  important  provisions  of  the  bill,  will 
not  prevail ;  and  that  the  bill,  either  in  its  present 
form,  or  properly  modified,  without  destroymg  the 
efficacy  of  its  character,  will  receive  every  neces- 
sary sanction,  and  become  a  law  of  the  land. 

When  Mr.  Casseot  had  taken  his  seat — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carteh,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  April  5. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  memorial  of  divers  in- 
habitants of  the  City  of  Washington,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  change  proposed  to  be  made  in  the 
system  of  government  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, by  the  bill  now  pending  before  this  House, 
to  provide  for  the  government  of  the  District  of 
Columbia ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House  to  which  the  said  bill  is 
committed. 

Mr.  Cobb  presented  a  memorial  and  remon- 
strance of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  State  of  Greorgia  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  upon  the  subject  of  the  execution  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  of  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment and  cession  entered  into  between  the  United 
States  and  Georgia,  on  the  24th  April,  1802,  and 
asking  that  a  liberal  appropriation  may  be  made 
for  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  all 
the  remaining  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  and  that  Commissioners  may  be  ap- 
pointed, with  instructions,  in  every  event,  to  effect 
this  indispensable  object  by  a  proper  representa- 
tion to  toe  Indian  tribes  of  the  just  claims  of 
Georgia,  the  solemn  obligations  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  improvement  in  their  own  con- 
dition, which  will  result  from  their  acquiescence ; 
which  memorial  and  remonstrance  was  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  30th  ultimo, 
on  a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the  same  subject. 


Mr.  Moore,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Kentucky  institution  for  the 
tuition  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  praying  for  aid  to 
enable  them  to  fulfil  the  objects  of  their  incorpora- 
tion, which  was  referred  to  a  select  committee ; 
and  Mr.  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Sterling, 
Mr.  Tyson,  Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Buir, 
Mr.  WicKLiFFE,  and  Mr.  Lono,  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  John 
Cleves  Symmes  and  Thomas  S.  Hinds,  of  New- 
port, in  Kentucky,  praying  that  provision  may  be 
made  for  occupying  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  lying  between  the  Rocky  Mountains  and 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  suggesting  the  propriety 
of  incorporating^  a  company  with  the  exclasive 
right  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  as  the  best  means 
to  effect  that  object ;  which  petition  was  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  occupying  the  mouth  of  the  Colnm- 
bia,  or  Oregon  river. 

Mr.  Francis  Johnson,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill 
to  discontinue  certain  post  roads  and  to  establish 
others ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Warder  and  Brothers,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Fry  and  Spalding ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  instructed,  on  the  27th  of  February  last, 
"  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  to  compensate  the  friendly  Creek 
Indians  for  property  lost  and  destroyed  during 
the  late  war,''  made  a  report  adverse  to  the  mak- 
ing the  said  appropriation ;  which  report  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  were  referred  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  1824,"  made  a  report 
thereon,  and  the  amendments  were  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  , 

Mr.  FoHsVTH,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Statw, 
of  the  303i  ultimo,  in  relation  to  Indian  lands 
within  the  State  of  Georgia,  by  leave  of  we 
House,  reported  a  bill  making  further  aDpropna- 
tions  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  title  of  the 
Creek  Indians  to  lands  lying  within  the  States 
Georgia;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committefl 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  . 

Mr.  Tracv.  from  the  committee  appointed  w 
inquire  what  further  legislative  provisions  are  Di 
and  necessary  to  carry  into  eflfect  the  P^o^*^®" 
of  the  act  ol  Congress,  passed  March  3d,  IoI'j 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  aulhorffUJg 
the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  o 
stroyed  by  the  enemy  while  in  the  military  seriicc 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,  passea 
the  9th  of  April,  1816,"  made  a  report,  in  detau, 
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accompanied  bv  a  bill  farther  to  amend  the  said 
act ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  called  up  the 
<:onsideration  of  the  resolution  offered  by  him  some 
days  since,  for  fixing  the  time  of  the  adjournment 
of  this  House,  and  the  question  on  considering 
being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  the  votes  were,  yeas 
94,  nays  90.  So  the  House  agreed  to  consider 
the  lesolutton. 

Mr.  Allen  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  ^'Mon- 
day, the  third  day  of  May,  1824." 

Mr.  ToD  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to  fill  the 
blank  with  the  20th  day  of  May. 

Mr.  Edwards  adverted  to  a  fact  which  occur- 
red at  the  last  session — that,  b^ore  the  time  of 
fixing  the  day  of  adjournment,  but  few  acts  were 
passed,  while  afterwards  a  great  many,  and  of 
{he  most  important  character,  passed  the  House 
within  a  short  time. 

Mr.  FofiSYTH  made  some  explanations  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Kdwasds. 

The  debate  was  superseded  by  the  Speaker 
passing  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Tomlinson  in  the  Chair,  on  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
making  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  Navy. 
The  first  question  was  on  concurring  with  the 
Senate  in  striking  out  the  specification  of  the  items 
of  expenditure  ot  the  fund  for  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Navy. 

After  some  observations  by  Mr.  McLanb,  ex- 
planatory of  the  history  and  intention  of  this 
•clause  01  the  bill,  the  House  resolved  to  disagree 
with  the  Senate  in  the  amendment  to  strike  out ; 
by  which  resolution,  they  retained  the  clause  of 
spe<ufications,  (originally  moved  in  the  lower 
House  by  Mr.  McL,} 

The  question  being  next  on  agreeing  to  the  Sen- 
ate's amendment  striding  out  the  sum  of  $180,000, 
.(moved  in  the  House  by  Mr.  Cocke,}  and  rein- 
stating the  sum  of  $225,000,  (as  first  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,) 

A  debate  occurred,  m  which  Messrs.  Forstth, 
Randolph,  Cocke,  Warfield,  and  Flotd,  op- 
posed, and  Messrs.  McLane  and  Fuller  advo- 
cated the  amendment — and  the  question  being 
put,  on  disagreeing  with  the  Senate,  it  was  car- 
ried, ayes  89,  noes  62 — so  the  House  refused  to 
reinstate  the  sum  of  9^25,000,  and  left  the  blank 
filled  with  9180,000. 

The  next,  the  question  upon  the  Senate's  sec- 
ond amendment,  which  provides  for  a  small  pur- 
«chase  of  land  near  the  navy  yard,  at  Charlesto  wn, 
Massachusetts,  was  agreed  to  with  the  following 
amendment,  proposed  by  Mr.  Ranoolph.  viz: 
■adding  after  the  word  "  purchase,"  '^  by  ana  with 
the  consent  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts." The  remaining,  amendment  of  the  Senate 
was  agreed  to  without  debate — ^when  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  the  disagreement  of  the 
•Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  first  amendment — 
its  a^eement  to  the  second,  with  an  amendment, 
4Lnd  Its  agreement  to  the  third. 


The  House  concurred  with  the  Committee,  and 
the  bill  was  returned  to  the  Senate. 
THE  TARIFF  BILL. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Ton,  the  House  then  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  "  to 
amend  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports," 
Mr.  CoNDiCT  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  IsACKS  modified  his  motion  of  Saturday, 
for  striking  out  the  minimum  on  cottons,  so  as  to 
leave  the  present  minimum  untouched,  viz :  by 
inserting  25  cents  instead  of  35  cents,  as  the  min- 
imum valuation. 

Mr.  Carter,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  said, 
it  was  with  much  reluctance  he  had  prevailed  on 
himself,  at  thb  advanced  stage  of  the  discussion, 
to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee.  The  length 
of  time  that  the  proposed  measure  had  been  the 
subject  of  inquiry  and  speculation,  not  only  within 
these  walls,  but  throughout  the  nation ;  the  great 
talent  and  research  that  have  been  exhibited  upon 
its  diversified  bearings,  have  been  such  as  to  leave 
scarcely  any  thing  new  to  be  brought  to  the  dis- 
cussion. 

After  making  this  statement,  it  mi^ht  be  thought 
necessary  by  some  that  he  should  maxe  an  apology 
to  the  Committee  for  obtruding  upon  them  the  few 
remarks  which  he  proposed  to  make.  If  there 
were  any  who  entertained  such  an  opinion,  the 
only  and  the  best  excuse  which  he  could  offer  them, 
would  be  found  in  the  peculiar  importance  of  the 
subject  to  the  whole  American  people,  and  the 
special  and  vital  interests  of  the  Southern  section 
of  this  Union,  which  it  was  apprehended  would 
be  injuriously  affected  by  its  operations. 

The  space  which  the  present  bill  covers,  the 
variety  of  items  which  it  embraces,  expose  it  to 
a  multitude  of  objections  of  different  degrees  of 
force.according  to  the  particular  provisions  which 
may  be  opposed.  And  I  confess  tnat  the  provision 
now  proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  is  freer  from  ob- 
jection than  some  other  provisions  of  the  bill.  But, 
as  gentlemen  who  have  supported,  as  well  as  those 
who  have  opposed  the  motion  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee, have  thought- it  a  fit  occasion  to  give  their 
general  views  of  tne  policy  of  the  whole  measure, 
Ir.  C.  said  he  hoped  the  Committee  would  pardon 
him  for  imitating  their  example. 

It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be  a  wise  maxia\ 
of  legislation,  that  no  change  oug^it  to  be  made 
in  any  existing  law,  unless  the  reasons  for  that 
change  be  strong,  general,  and  evident  Whether 
such  reasons  are  to  be  found  in  support  of  the  pro- 
posed measure,  I  appeal  to  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  best  interests  of  this  Republic,  and  its 
present  actual  condition,  to  say.  Will  any  one 
pretend  to  assert  that  there  has  been  so  universal 
and  unequivocal  an  expression  of  public  opinion 
on  this  subject  as  to  leave  no  room  to  doubt  of  its 
being  the  nation's  will  ?  True  it  is,  sir,  that  loud 
and  importunate  complaints  have  reached  us  from 
various  quarters  of  the  country.  From  one  quar- 
ter we  hear  a  pressing  outcry  for  protection  to  the 
manufacturers  of  wool,  and  tor  the  encouragement 
of  the  growth  of  the  raw  material  at  home ;  from 
another  quarter  we  are  importuned  to  assist  the 
petitioners  in  their  unequal  competition  with  the 
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manufactarers  of  glass  ware  from  abroad ;  from  a 
third  quarter  we  are  told  that  the  growers  and 
manufactarers  of  hemp  are  laboring  under  the 
most  unpardonable  neg^lect  of  Government^  and 
that,  in  consequence  oi  it,  industry  is  languishing, 
and  capital  unemployed.  Thus  it  is,  that  all  these 
various  and  distinct  interests,  scattered  over  an 
immense  face  of  country,  are  simultaneously  put- 
ting forth  their  complaints  and  collect!  velyproauce 
a  deep  tone  of  remonstrance.  Each  one  is  stimu- 
lated oy  a  belief  that  theirs  is  a  case  of  peculiar 
hardship,  requiring  the  special  interposition  of 
Congress.  But  to  any  one  who  will  attentively 
examine  the  sources  from  which  these  complaints 
come,  the  task  cannot  be  a  difficult  one  of  ascer- 
taining the  true  weight  to  which  they  are  entitled. 
Can  any  one,  who  will  thus  examine  them,  mis- 
take them  for  the  individual  voice  of  the  whole 
American  people  fairly  and  deliberately  expressed  ? 
Are  they  not  rather  to  be  regarded  as  the  interested 
importunities  of  certain  classes  of  individuals  or 
of  sections  of  the  countr)^,  who  are  determined  to 
make  up  for  their  deficiency  in  numbers  by  the 
loudness  of  their  complaints  ?  They  are  echoed 
by  gentlemen  who  seem  determined  to  give  the 
appearance  of  general  distress  to  the  country,  by 
the  very  generalit^r  of  the  terms  they  use,  and  the 
urgency  with  which  they  press  them  upon  the 
public  consideration. 

The  maxim  in  legislation  to  which  I  have  be- 
fore alluded,  derives  additional  force  from  the  con- 
sideration, that,  of  all  classes  of  laws,  those  which 
interfere  with  the  industry  of  the  different  laboring 
classes  of  a  community  ou^ht,  above  all  others,  to 
be  enacted  with  great  caution  and  circumspection. 
The  tendency.of  the  law  now  in  question  is  directly 
of  that  description.  And  why  ought  laws  of  this 
description  to  be  ventured  upon  with  so  much 
caution  1  Because,  past  experience,  as  well  as 
daily  observation,  teach  us  that  there  is  such  a 
multitude  of  opposite  and  conflicting  interests  to 
be  consulted  and  accommodated,  such  a  mass  of 
iealous  feeling  to  be  neutralized  by  all  such  regu- 
lations, that  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  adopt  such 
a  course  as  will  secure  the  object  intended  by  the 
Legislature.  In  all  such  cases,  after  a  clear  and 
imperative  necessity  has  demonstrated  the  expedi- 
ency of  doing  something^  the  extreme  difficulty 
of  doing  that  something  m  the  way  that  will  at- 
tain the  end  you  have  m  view,  without  bringing 
with  it  many  collateral  evils,  is  such  as  ought  to 
induce  ^^^JY  wise  politician  to  hesitate  long  before 
he  acts.  The  manufacturing,  the  commercial, 
and  agricultural  interests  of  every  community  are 
so  intimately  connected  and  vitally  intertwined, 
that  whatever  affects  one  extends  its  effects  to  all 
of  them.  What  is  intended  for  the  benefit  of  one 
of  them,  sometimes  operates  in  an  inverse  ratio  to 
produce  mischief  to  the  others ;  and  examples  are 
to  be  found  where  regulations  designed  to  promote 
either  of  these  great  sources  of  national  as  well  as 
of  individual  wealth,  have  produced  consequences 
which  were  at  first  wholly  unforeseen,  and  brought 
disorder  and  mischief  on  the  whole  system  of  the 
industry  of  a  country.  And  shall  we  then,  sir, 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  possible  evils  that 


may  result  from  such  legislation,  with  so  maojr 
circumstances  admonishing  us  to  beware,  adva&ce 
rashly  on  the  experiment  ?  And  shall  we,  with 
the  partial  evidence  of  its  necessity,  which  has 
been  shown,  boldly  hazard  the  result  ?  For  one, 
said  Mr.  C,  however  visionary  my  fears  may  be 
on  this  subject.  I  must  confess  I  am  not  prepared 
for  such  a  trial. 

The  more,  said  Mr.  C,  I  contemplate  fthe  pro- 
posed measure,  the  more  sensibly  am  I  impressed 
with  its  intrinsic  difficulty.  That  there  are  cases 
of  real  hardship  existing  in  some  parts  of  the 
country,  cannot  in  candor  be  denied.  But  yoa 
will  look  in  vain  through  the  country  for  thtt 
wide-spread  and  intense  distress  of  which  some 
gentlemen  have  spoken. 

That  the  contemplated  increase  of  duties  which 
some  politicians  regard  as  the  certain  means  of 
relief,  as  a  kind  of  political  catholicon,  will  oot^ 
in  its  operation,  produce  in  some  parts  of  the 
country  a  greater  portion  of  alternative  miserf 
than  it  will  cure  in  others,  is  what  the  friends  of 
this  measure  cannot  safely  affirm.    The  great 
difficulty  is  to'  pursue  that  wise  and  middle  course,, 
which,  while  it  affords  adequate  protection  to  the 
manufacturing,  does  not  cripple  or  prostrate  the- 
agricultural  or  commercial  interests  of  the  cood> 
tr^r.    For,  Mr.  C.  said,  notwithstanding  his  oppo- 
sitioa  to  the  present  measure,  he  must  be  permit- 
ted to  declare,  in  the  sincerity  of  his  heart,  and 
without  the  slightest  reservation,  that  there  is  do 
friend  to  it  who  felt  a  higher  and  juster  pride  in 
the  prosperity  of  the  domestic  manufacturers  of 
this  country,  or  a  more  anxious  solicitude  for  their 
ultimate  complete  success  than  he  did. 

I  have  said  that  the  country,  in  some  parts  of  it,. 
exhibits  cases  of  sreat  hardship.  It  is  due  to 
truth  and  candor  that  this  admission  should  be 
made* 

The  farmer  of  the  grain-growing  States  will 
tell  you  that  he  has  large  annual  surpluses  of 
grain,  which  he  is  doomed  year  after  jear  to  see 
rot  and  perish  on  his  hands.  That  it  is  to  no 
purpose  that  he  applies  himself  to  the  diligent  cal- 
tivation  of  a  fruitful  soil;  that  each  return  of 
autumn  finds  his  barns  filled  to  overflowing  with 
abundance,  but  that  it  is  all  useless,  nay,  wotse 
than  useless  to  him ;  for  his  well-stored  bams 
stand  continually  before  his  eyes,  as  tormentiog 
memorials  of  his  own  labors  frustrated,  and  the 
bounty  of  his  fields  most  cruelly  wasted.  He  may 
represent  his  labors  as  equalling,  in  their  fertility 
and  vexatious  disappointment,  the  fiabled  toils  of 
Sysiphus  himself.  The  deplorable  accuracy  ot 
such  a  picture  will  not  be  disputed.  Nor  can  aD)r 
one  turn  away  from  the  contemplation  of  such  a 
picture,  without  first  bestowing  upon  it  that  tribate 
of  his  consideration,  as  well  as  of  his  sympathy, 
which  it  so  well  deserves. 

It  is  quite  natural  that  in  any  portion  of  the 
community  where  distress  is  sorely  felt,  where  we 
ordinary  stimulants  to  industry  are  very  macp 
diminished,  or  wholly  withdrawn,  that  t*>« '"yr 
viduaib  who  experienced  this  inconvenience  shooii 
seize  with  avidity  upon  any  expedient  which,  of 
possibility,  among  its  various  contingent  resoits^ 
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might  contribute  to  their  relief.    While  they  con- 
template the  teaWty  and  extent  of  their  suffering, 
they  are  easily  cheated  into  a  belief  that  an  v  mea- 
sure, no  matter  how  illy  contrived,  may  oenefit 
them.    And  how  do  the  friends  of  this  measure 
propose  to  remedy  the  evil?    The  only  plan  that 
has  been  suggested  has  been  so  to  encourage  the 
manufactures  of  the  country,  so  to  augment  the 
mechanic  labor  of  our  citizens  that  the  number  of 
artisans  should  so  considerably  multiply  and  gain 
upon  the  number  of  agriculturists,  that  we  should 
raise  up,  in  the  bosom  of  our  own  country, 'a  suf- 
ficient number  of  them  to  consume  all  the  surplus 
provisions  that  the  cultivators  of  the  earth  could 
produce.    In  a  word,  that  we  must  become  our 
own  customers,  and  furnish  a  home  market  for  all 
the  superfluous  grain  which  this  wide-spread  fer- 
tile country  can  grow.    Whoever  will  consider 
the  vast  capacities  of  this  country  for  producing 
every  species  of  grain,  in  the  most  exuberant  abun- 
dance, and  the  vast  amount  of  mutual  labor  that 
has  been  superseded  by  modern  discoveries,  in 
labor^aving  machinery,  must  be  satisfied  that,  if 
this  result  could  ever  take  place,  it  must  be  the 
effect  of  time  alone.    Any  attempt  to  legislate 
against  nature,  and  to  hasten,  by  law,  that  which 
&  slow  progress  of  years  can  alone  effect,  would 
at  least  be  vain,  if  it  did  not  actually  retard  the 
very  object  you  professed  to  accelerate. 

Some  of  the  advocates  of  this  bill  seem  to  think 
that  it  is  only  necessary  for  Congress  to  grant  the 
protection  they  ask,  in  order  to  insure  them  im- 
mediate and  complete  success.    They  seem  to 
thiak  that  sbmethmg  maeical  is  to  spring  out  df 
ao  act  of  CoDgress,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  seal  of 
authority  is  affixed  to  their  chartered  privileges, 
all  these  manufacturing  institutions,  which  in 
other  countries  have  required  the  lapse  of  ages  to 
bring  them  to  perfection,  are,  on  this  side  the  At- 
lantic, to  spiring  instantaneously,  like  Minerva 
from  the  brain  of  Jupiter,  into  a  full,  sudden,  and 
perfect  maturity.    Any  one  who  will  attentivelv 
examine  this  opinion  for  a  single  moment,  will 
not  hesitate  to  pronounce  it  a  perfect  illusion ;  for, 
by  tracing  the  early  history  of  manufactures  in 
every  Country,  it  will  be  found  that  the  want  of 
skill  in  the  application  of  the  capital  and  labor 
empbyed,  has  retarded  their  first  advancement; 
and  that  complete  success  has  been  attained  only 
after  years  of  disappointment  and  disastrous  expe- 
rieace. 

The  same  causes,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  equal  cir- 
cumstances, produce  the  same  effects  every  where, 
and  at  all  times.  But  the  circumstances  on  which 
these  causes  operate,  produce  as  infinite  a  vari- 
ety of  modification  to  their  results,  as  it  is  pos- 
sible for  the  mind  of  man  to  imagine.  If,  then, 
such  has  been  the  progress  of  manufactures  in 
other  countries ;  if  such  has  been  their  growth  in 
old  countries,  where  their  population  has  been  re- 
dundant, and  the  usual  concomitants  of  that  state 
of  things,  an  increased  cheapness  of  labor,  and  an 
increased  demand  for  the  ordinary  necessaries  of 
human  subsistence,  have  had  their  full  operation, 
what  can  we,  in  the  nature  of  things  in  this  coun- 
try, npect,  but  a  much  more  gradual  introduction 


of  them  ?  It  oo^ht  not,  therefore,  to  surprise  or 
discourage  the  friends  of  domestic  manufactures,, 
that,  in  the  short  historv  of  them,  which  this  coun- 
try furnishes,  some  failures  have  taken  place,  and 
that  in  comparatively  few  instances  has  their  suc- 
cess been  complete.  In  the  first  essays  of  every 
country  to  introduce  new  systems  of  employments 
for  its  citizens,  disappointment  has  always  been, 
and  must  forever  continue  to  be,  the  invariable 
concomitant  of  enterprise;  and,  in  the  United 
States,  it  may  be  unhesitatingly  affirmed,  that  the 
want  of  entire  success  in  our  manufactories  of 
every  sort,  is  to  be  attributed  to  a  vast  variety  of 
other  causes,  rather  than  to  the  sparing  protection 
of  GJovernment. 

There  is  one  argum'ent  against  this  measure, 
which  its  friends  are  disposed  to  treat  as  visionary, 
which,  I  am  persuaded,  if  it  be  rightly  examined, 
will  be  found  to  deserve  serious  consideration.  It 
is,  that  the  effect  of  the  bill  on  your  table  will  be, 
to  lessen  the  revenue.  It  is  true  that  considerations 
of  this  sort  have  but  little  weight  with  some  of  the 
supporters  of  this  tariff.  It  has  been  avowed,  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion,  that,  if  its  main  ob- 
ject, the  improvement  of  manufactures,  could  be 
accomplished,  it  ought  to  be  attempted,  even  at 
the  expense  of  the  revenue.  This  is  the  great  de- 
sideratum to  which  every  thing  else  must  give 
way. 

To  that  portion  of  the  Committee  who  entertain 
this  opinion,  Mr.  C.  said  he  could  not  hope  to  urge 
any  argument  drawn  from  this  source,  with  suc- 
cess.   But  he  hoped  that  such  an  opinion  was  con- 
fined to  a  small  portion  of  the  friends  of  the  bill. 
It  must  be  admitted  that,  at  this  time,  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  coarse  imported  woollens  demand ea  by 
the  necessities  of  this  countrv,  were  consumed  in 
the  Southern  and  Western  States ;  and  it  is  a  re- 
mark made  by  a  very  ingenious  and  profound 
writer  on  the  nature  and  origin  of  the  public 
wealth,  (Lord  Lauderdale,)  that  Great  Britam,  be- 
ing, from  her  situation,  a  nation  peculiarly  com* 
mercial,  and  having  extensive  trading  connexions 
with  almost  every  country  upon  the  face  of  the 
globe,  is  gcrvemed,  in  the  cargoes  which  her  mer- 
chants make  up  for  distant  markets,  by  no  single 
circumstance  more  than  a  regard  to  the  distribu- 
tion of  property  to  which  the  cargo  is  sent.    The 
application  of  this  remark  to  the  Southern  and 
Western  States,  will  show,  in  the  plainest  manner, 
the  extent  of  the  demand  which  these  States  fur- 
nish for  coarse  woollen  fabrics.    The  distribution 
of  property  in  these  States  is,  for  the  most  part^ 
very  unequal.    Much  the  greater  portion  of  their 
inhabitants  consists  of  the  poor  laboring  part  of  the 
community,  whose  Winter  clothing  consists  prin- 
cipally of^  coarse  woollens.     When  you  add  to 
this  number  the  whole  of  the  colored  population 
spread  over  nearly  one-half  of  this  whole  Union^ 
embracing  a  number  not  much,  if  any  thing,  short 
of  two  millions  of  souls,  you  have  an  amount  of 
domestic  consumption  in  this  single  article,  by  no 
means  to  be  contemned  in  the  estimate  you  make 
of  the  income  to  the  Treasury  from  foreign  im- 
ports. 
But,  it  will  be  said  that  very  object  and  desigq 
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of  the  bill  is  to  farnish  these  planters  with  these 
commodities,  at  home,  in  the  same  abuadance,  aad 
on  as  cheap  terms  as  they  are  at  present  enabled 
to  purchase  them  from  abroad.  Those  who  make 
this  aoswer,  surely  "reckon  without  their  host." 
For,  it  must  be  evident,  that,  to  supply  the  large 
demand  which  the  Southern  and  Western  States 
furnish,  for  coarse  woollen  fabrics,  the  manufacto- 
ries at  present  in  operation  in  this  country  are 
wholly  madequate.  And,  sir,  if  they  be  not  so, 
this  circumstance  of  itself  furnishes  a  most  unan- 
swerable proof  that  they  are  already  in  a  suffi- 
ciently flourishing  condition,  and  need  not  any 
further  assistance  from  Government.  It  must  be 
assumed,  then,  as  undeniably  true,  that  our  own 
manufactories  are  insufficient  to  supply  the  present 
home  demand. 

In  still  further  answer  to  this  part  of  the  argu- 
ment, it  may  be  said,  that  the  proposed  increase  of 
duty  is  so  small,  that  it  is  idle  to  expect  that  so  tri- 
fling an  advance  upon  the  burden  already  imposed, 
can  produce  such  important  consequences;  and 
that  the  supply  will  still  be  adequate  to  the  wants 
of  the  country,  without  any  oppressive  increase  of 
price;  that  toe  deficiency  at  home  will  still  be 
supplied  from  abroad. 

Let  us  examine  this  supposition  for  a  moment, 
in  detail,  to  see  whether  it  be  true,  or.  whether 
any  the  slightest  augmentation  of  the  present  duty 
would  not  have  the  effect  of  excluding  such  fabrics 
altogether  from  our  markets.  The  present  taxes 
with  which  they  are  burdened  to  the  purchasers, 
are  such  as  barely  to  enable  the  Southern  planters 
to  purchase  them,  for  the  purpose  of  clothing  their 
slaves.  The  extreme  depression  of  their  foreign 
markets  has  produced  so  much  embarrassment  at 
home,  that  many  of  them  seriously  deliberate 
within  themselves  whether  they  had  not  better,  by 
some  exertion  of  household  economy,  manufacture 
these  fabrics  of  primary  necessity  within  them- 
selves, rather  than  purchase  them  at  their  present 
prices.  And  anyr  one  who  will  reflect  on  the  fa- 
cilities with  which  a  slaveholding  State  may 
occasionally  devote  their  labor-  to  this  object, 
without  deducting  from  the  av^ra^e  annual  prod- 
uct of  their  crop,  cannot  be  surprised  to  find  this 
species  of  manufacture  come  into  general  use. 
How  is  it  conducted  ?  It  is  produced  with  hardly 
any  loss  of  field  labor.  It  is  carried  on  chiefly  by 
women,  at  seasons  when  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather  would  prevent  them  from  being  employed 
in  the  field.  And,  on  all  large  plantations,  there 
are  a  number  of  women  who,  from  their  sKill  in 
this  species  of  employment,  their  bad  health,  or 
infirm  constitution,  it  would  be  found  advisable  to 
devote  altogether  to  this  species  of  labor.  Thus, 
with  a  very  trifling  loss  on  any  plantation,  and  on 
many  without  any  loss  at  all,  might  be  produced 
a  suDstitute  for  the  immense  amount  of  coarse 
woollens  from  abroad,  at  present  consumed  in  the 
Southern  country.  The  same  kind  of  revolution 
would  take  place  in  the  domestic  economy  of  all 
the  poor  people.  How  can  any  one,  then,  under- 
take to  say,  that  the  operation  of  the  present 
measure  will  not  produce  a  diminution  of  the 
revenue? 


I  But,  said  Mr.  C,  I  jiear  it  repeated,  that 
proposed  increase  of  duty  is  so  snuUl  an  advaoee 
upon  that  already  paid,  that  it  is  futile  to  expect 
such  eventful  consequences  ftora  a  cause  so  inade- 
quate; that  a  slight  improvement  in  the  price  of 
cotton,  of  rice,  or  of  tobacco,  will  enable  the 
growers  of  those  articles  stiiJ  to  consume  thepe 
Foreign  fabrics,  without  feeling  any  additioosi 
burden. 

If  what  has  already  been  said  on  this  sabjeet 
be  not  a  sufficient  answer  to  this  ooaxinff  douceur, 
let  me,  said  Mr.  C,  inform  gentlemen,  that  the 
history  of  the  world  furnishes  no  example  of  the 
commercial  or  manufacturing  part  of  a  eommo- 
nity  who  had  any  important  object  to  subserve  or 
promote,  at  the  expense  of  some  rival  interest, 
who  did  not  apply  themselves  to  just  such  devices 
as  the  present,  and  employ  the  8elf'«ame  expedi- 
ents to  allay  the  fears  of  those  on  whose  interests 
they  meditated  an  attack.    Let  me  not  be  misan- 
derstood.    I  do  not  mean  to  accuse  the  advocates 
of  this  bill  with  any  fixed,  deliberate  purpose  of 
subverting  the  interests  of  the  Southern  States. 
Nor  do  I  believe  that  they  have  any  wish  to  de- 
stroy that  equilibrium  which  ought  to  pervade  the 
industry  of  every  well  regulated  Government,  so 
that,  in  the  confusion  which  might  ensue,  maoo- 
factures  might,  peradventure,  be  exalted  on  the 
ruins  of  agriculture.    I  should  be  unwilling  to 
believe  that  such  a  spirit  existed  in  any  p(»tio& 
of  men,  in  any  portion  of  this  country,    fiat,  sir, 
the  extreme  subtlety  with  which  such  a  spirit  op- 
erates, the  insensible  influence  which  it  eierts 
upon  those  who  will  not  acknowledge  its  presence, 
and  the  thousand  insidious  forms  that  it  assumes, 
for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  its  obiect,  mi^t 
induce   some  gentlemen  to  look  well  to  woat 
they  were  doing,  before  they  gave  this  measure 
their  sanction.    It  would,  at  any  rate,  be  but  a 
poor  consolation  to  those  who  are  to  feel  ths 
mischief  of  its  unequal  operation,  to  reflect,  that 
its  authors  were  actuated  oy  the  most  benevolent 
intentions ;  that  their  design  was  purely  to  benefit 
themselves,  without  any  the  remotest  intention  lo 
injure  others.    If  the  evil  happens,  it  matters  not 
what  motives  gave  birth  to  it,  and  the  mere  ab- 
sence of  malignity  from  the  intention  of  those  who 
inflict  it,  can  never  mitigate  -the  sufierings  of  the 
victim. 

Intimately  connected  with  its  diminution  of  the 
revenue,  may  be  considered  the  effects  of  this 
measure  upon  the  maritime  strength  of  the  coun- 
try.   Its  pernicious  operation,  in  this  respect,  has 
already  been  so  ably  delineated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  that,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  felt  that, 
to  enlarge  on  this  topic,  would  be  an  unwarrant- 
able trespass  on  the  Committee.    But,  it  did  ap- 
pear to  him,  that,  exactly  in  proportion  as  the 
effects  of  this  measure  Would  oe  injtirioasJy  i«t 
upon  our  finances,  they  would  prove  discouraging 
to  our  seamen;  and,  shutting  our  eyes  upon  we 
immense  proportion  of  our  rerenue  derived  fw® 
this  source,  excluding  from  our  estimate  two-thim 
of  the  whole  national  income,  flowing  into  tne 
Treasury  from  our  duties  upon  imports  and  ton- 
nage, shall  this  Government,  to  favor  a  class  ot 
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iadividamls  who  will  not  make  the  retorn  of  a 
single  farthing  to  the  Treasury,  to  compensate  for 
the  sacrifioe  proposed,  do  an  act,  the  ultimate  ten- 
dency of  which  will  be  to  cripple  onr  maritime 
strength  ?    firerv  seaman  that  you  deprire  of  his 
daily  bread,  and  erery  merchantman  that  you 
send  from  your  employment,  inflicts  an  injury 
upon  the  commercial  spirit  and  naral  enterprise 
of  this  country.    And  is  this  the  opportune  junc- 
ture that  gentlemen  have  selected  to  inflict  such  a 
blow  OD  the  naval  service  of  their  country  1  Have 
they  already  forgotten  the  numerous  *<  deeds  of 
noble  daring,"  and  the  galhint  achievements  that 
have  covered  our  Navy  with  a  fflory  which  the 
friends  of  that  bulwark  of  our  detence,  trust,  may 
be  as  lasting  as  it  is  unquestionably  brilliant? 
Have  they,  before  the  sound  has  quite  died  upon 
their  ears,  forgotten  that  it  is  the  dying  echo  of 
that  thunder  which  reverberated  across  the  At- 
lantic, and  has  dispelled  the  invincibility  of  the 
mistress  of  the  ocean  7    Will  they  consent  to  be 
instrumental  in  bringing  their  country  into  that 
situation  in  which  the  verdant  laurels  with  which 
their  countrymen  have  so  recently  entwined  the 
temples  of  our  naval  heroes,  will  wither  and  fade 
away?    Nol    Such  questions  do  equal  injustice 
to  the  gratitude  and  magnanimous  policy  of  this 
country.    The  legislative  provisions  of  our  Gov- 
ernment speak  a  language  on  this  subject,  in 
perfect  and  delightful  harmony  with  the  undi- 
vided   voice  which  is  uttered    from  Maine  to 
Florida. 

Another  danger,  to  which  the  present  measure 
would  expose  this  country,  and  one  in  which  the 
Southern  States  have  a  oeep  and  vital  interest, 
would  be  the  risk  we  incur  by  this  system  of  ex- 
clusion, of  driving  Great  Britain  to  countervailing 
measures,  and  inducing  all  other  countries,  with 
whom  the  United  States  have  any  considerable 
trading  connexions,  to  resort  to  measures  of  retal- 
iation. There  are  countries  possessing  vast  capa- 
cities lor  the  production  of  rice,  of  cotton,  and  of 
tobacco,  to  which  England  might  resort,  to  supply 
herself.  She  might  apply  herself  to  Brazil,  Ben- 
gal, and  Egypt,  for  her  cotton :  to  South  America, 
as  well  as  her  colonies,  for  her  tobacco ;  and  to 
China  and  Turkey  for  her  rice.  And  is  there  any 
one^  who  knows  the  vigilance  and  jealousy  with 
which  that  nation  watches  over  her  commerce 
and  her  manufactures,  who  can  for  a  moment 
doubt,  that  any  measures  adopted  by  this  country, 
extending  to  either  of  them,  wodld  arouse  her 
spirit,  and  induce  her  to  retaliate  in  a  manner  that 
we  should  the  most  sensibly  feel  ? 

The  merchants  and  ship^wners,  who  at  present 
contribute  so  largely  to  the  amount  of  our  Trea- 
sury receipts,  ought  not,  without  great  delibera- 
tion, to  be  placed  under  heavy  burdens.  The 
nature  of  the  occupation  of  this  portion  of  our 
fellow-citizens  and  the  theatre  of  their  enterprise 
are  such  as  to  exclude  them  from  their  full  share 
of  the  synmathies  of  their  countrymen.  While 
the  spirit  of  adventure  carries  them  to  distant  lat- 
itudes,  and  exposes  them  to  all  the  perils  of  the 
deep,  they  are  rarely,  if  ever,  brought  to  mind  by 
their  friends  and  acquaintances  at  home. 


'*  Their  march  is  on  the  mountain  ware, 
Thoir  home  is  on  the  deep. " 

While  far  removed  from  the  scenes  of  our  daily 
intercourse,  from  their  families  and  firesides,  they, 
under  an  angry  sky,  buflet  the  rude  storms  of 
Winter,  and  hazard  their  lives  for  the  treasures  of 
other  climes,  which  thev  bring  to  their  native 
shores,  the  mass  of  their  fellow-citizens  are  safe  in 
the  pursuit  of  less  hazardous  occupations  at  home, 
and  never  dream  of  the  frightful  dangers  that  sur- 
round theoL 

If,  at  any  time,  equinoctial  storms  bring  fear 
and  anxiety  to  the  breasts  of  any,  it  is  to  but  two 
classes  of  our  people.  The  one  of  them  is  com- 
posed of  individuals  whose  losses,  by  such  visita- 
tions of  Providence,  may  be  estimated  in  dollars 
and  cents.  The  other  is  composed  of  humbler 
suflerers,  who,  when  the  spirit  of  the  storm  is 
wailing  around  their  dwelling,  are  disquieted,  not 
for  their  own  sakes,  but  for  the  safety  of  him  whose 
enterprise  feeds  them  with  their  daily  bread,  and 
whose  sole  dependence  on  him  may,  with  him,  be 
whelmed  in  one  common  ruin  "  in  the  deep  bosom 
of  the  ocean.^'  These  anxieties  are  intense,  but 
they  scarcely  ever  transcend  the  small  but  sacred 
circle  of  the  family  fireside.  They  are  unknown 
and  unfelt  by  the  great  mass  of  the  community. 

We  ought,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  look 
with  an  equal,  if  not  with  a  jealous  and  parental 
eye,  upon  the  claim  which  this  class  of  our  people 
has  upon  the  regard  and  protection  of  their  Gov- 
ernment. That  prayer  which  its  divine  Author 
intended  for  the  guidance  of  all  mankind,  and 
which  says,  "  Lead  us  not  into  temptation,"  ought 
not  to  be  overlooked  in  what  we  propose  to  do  in 
reference  to  this  class  of  our  citizens.  Thev 
ought  not  to  be  placed  in  that  situation  in  whicn 
they  should  be  tempted  to  lead  themselves  to  the 
practice  of  smuggling.  We  ought  to  touch  with 
exceeding  great  caution  the  interests  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  community  who,  from  the  immense 
contributions  they  have  already  made,  and  from 
the  enormous  exactions  which  are  now  yearly  and 
monthly  made  of  them,  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  they  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  the  public  favor  of 
this  countrjr.  Let  us  neware  how  we  adopt  a 
measure  which,  in  reference  to  the  whole  of  this 
enterprising  class  of  our  citizens,  and  to  nearly 
one  half  of  all  this  Union,  may  emphatically  he 
said  to  be  against  public  opinion.  We  all  know 
the  lamentable  consequences,  which  flow  from  a 
measure  which  thus  violates  public  sentiment ; 
which  arrays,  on  the  one  side,  our  long  settled 
habits,  affections,  judgments, and  prejudices,  if  ]rou 
please,  against  what,  on  the  other?  Nothing 
more  nor  less  than  your  isolated,  unsupported, 
parchment  law  I  Experience  as  well  as  reason 
point  to  the  introduction  of  the  profligate  practice 
of  smuggling,  and  the  general  demoralizing  effects 
of  it  on  the  mercantile  community,  as  the  two- 
fold mischief  which  may  be  expected  to  be  realized 
in  this  country,  as  the  first  fruits  of  this  project. 
And  let  no  one  pretend  to  say,  that  the  extent  to 
which  the  practiceof  smuggling  may  be  introduced, 
will  not  be  such  as  will  be  seriously  felt  on  our 
finances.     Remember   the  strong  feelings  and 
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cherished  ioterests  which  the  passage  of  this  law 
will  yiolate.  Recollect  that  those  feeliogs  are 
deep  rooted,  because  they  spring  up  in  the  minds 
of  those  who  entertain  them  from  a  consciousness 
that  they  have  already  contributed  more  than 
their  proportionate  share  towards  bearing  the  pub- 
lic burdens.  And,  sir,  when  all  these  things  are 
considered,  let  it  not  excite  the  wonder  of  any  one 
if  many  of  our  merchants,  believing  their  rights 
to  be  disregarded,  and  acting  under  the  impulse 
of  exasperated  feeling,  and  a  sense  of  justice  de- 
nied them,  should  not  weigh,  with  the  most  scru- 
pulous nicety,  the  morality  or  immorality  of  the 
means  they  emploved  to  pursue  their  accustomied 
trade  and  enrich  tnemselves. 

The  history  of  this  country  shows  that  the  mer- 
cantile part  of  it  are  not  deficient  in  that  sagacity 
and  foresight  which  have  immemorially  distin- 
guished men  of  the  same  pursuit,  in  every  part  of 
the  world.  We  know  that  they  calculate  the 
mischief  of  a  measure  which  affects  them  by  the 
rules  of  a  yery  different  arithmetic  from  that  which 
gives  to  them  the  list  of  balances  on  their  ledger, 
and  ascertains  for  them  the  amount  of  their  prof- 
its. They  look  to  the  principle  of  every  thing, 
and  scan  with  a  jealous  eye  the  unborn  mischief 
which  its  operations  may  bring  forth.  While  yet 
every  thing  presents  the  exterior  of  calm  and  of 
quietness,  they,  with  a  keenness  of  vision  little 
short  of  the  spirit  of  prophecy^  penetrate  into  the 
future,  and  survey,  with  a  solicitude  which  their 
magnitude  could  alone  inspire,  all  the  accumu- 
lated and  monstrous  evils  of  actual  undisguised 
oppression. 

The  fate  which  present  appearances  authorize 
us  to  believe  may  await  this  measure,  ought  to 
induce  its  friends  to  urge  it  with  great  caution. 
The  geographical  line  which  separates  its  friends 
from  its  enemies,  shows  that,  in  a  large  portion 
of  this  country,  there  is  but  one  opinion  on  this 
sulyect.  That  opinion  has  been  very  distinctly 
expressed.  Ought  not  this  circumstance  to  make 
the  Committee  pause  before  they  lend  the  sanc- 
tion of  law  to  a  ineasure  which  would,  as  to  this 
portion  of  the  Union,  be  registered  on  our  statute 
oook  as  a  dead  letter?  The  demoralizing  effects 
of  a  law  which  would  thus  remain  perpetually  a 
memorial  of  its  own  impotence,  oueht,  above  all 
others,  in  this  country,  to  be  carefully  avoided. 
In  this  Republic,  where  the  representative  system 
seems  destined  to  give  a  practical  refutation  to 
all  the  calumnies  which  disappointed  politicians 
in  other  parts  of  the  world  have  lavished  upon  it, 
and  where  every  measure  which  receives  the 
sanction  of  law  ought  to  be  just,  equal,  and  effi- 
cient in  its  operation,  there  ou^ht  not  to  be  found 
a  single  statute  whose  o(>eration  was  paralyzed 
by  the  public  opinion  which  it  outraged. 

Mr.  C.  said,  that  all  that  he  had  thus  far  said, 
was  against  the  spirit  and  in  opposition  to  the  ab- 
stract policy  of  the  bill,  without  looking  to  what 
was  proposed  to  be  done  in  detail.  Indeed,  so  much 
had  Men  already  said  on  the  various  items  of  the 
bill,  that  he  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Committee  with  any  analysis  of  it.  Mr.  C.  wished 
that,  by  this  nearer  view  of  the  subject — that  by 


tracing  the  probable  operation  of  the  different 
visions  of  the  bill — he  could  discover  any  thin^ 
which  would  quiet  the  apprehensions  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  country  from  which  he  came.  A  closer 
and  more  steadfast  inspection  of  its  contents  was 
not  at  all  calculated  to  dispel  the  alarm  it  had 
excited.  It  looks  with  an  angry  aspect  to  tbe 
South.  Ail  that  this  portion  of  the  coantry  caa 
expect  from  its  operation,  will  be  panishnEieiic  and 
unrequited  suffering. 

If,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  stranger,  wholly  niiac* 
qnainted  with  the  operations  of  our  <9oremment, 
alike  ignorant  of  the  history  and  of  the  policy  of 
this  country,  could  by  accident  be  a  listeaer  to 
the  present  debate,  he  would  conclude  that  the 
manufacturing  industry  of  this  country  (if  indeed 
any  could  be  supposed  to  remain  in  it)  wms,  if  not 
most  cruelly  persecuted,  at  least  most  shamefully 
neglected  by  the  Qovernment;  and  that  starva- 
tion and  bankruptcy  were  threatening  thoosands 
of  our  people,  without  the  possibility  of  their  es- 
cape, except  through  the  slow  and  grudging  aid 
of  legislatire  interierence  ;  and  that,  while  this 
unhappir  portion  of  our  citizens  were  thus  strug- 
gling with  poverty  and  neglect,  the  GovemiDent 
was  most  unwisely  and  uinustly  lavishinj^  every 
species  of  munificence  on  the  residue  of  its  citi- 
zens. How  would  this  conclusion  coincide  with 
the  fact  ?  How  would  such  a  person  be  aston- 
ished to  learn  that  the  very  men  who  are  now 
venting  their  complaints  against  the  illiberality  of 
Government,  are  the  very  men  who,  from  time  to 
time|^  in  the  short  period  of  our  historv,  have 
received  protection  to  the  full  amount  of  tkeir  de- 
mands ?  And  many  manufacturing  capitalists 
are  now  receiving  from  their  capital,  where  that 
capital  has  been  mana^d  with  ordinary  care  and 
skill,  profits  far  exceeding  the  most  profitable  ag- 
ricultural capital  of  the  country. 

Yes,  the  plain  truth  is,  that  this  Government 
is  unjustly  charged  with  a  want  of  liberality  to- 
wards the  manufacturing  part  of  the  community*. 
For  the  protection  of  such  manufactures  as  it  is 
essentially  the  interest  of  it  to  promote  and  en- 
courage, the  duties  are  already  sufi^ciently  high. 

Upwards  of  thirty  years  ago,  a  distinguished 
statesman  of  this  country,  (Mr.  Hamiltfio,)  whose 
views,  in  rela  tion  to  its  finances,  were  never  thought 
to  be  chargeable  with  a  want  of  energy,  recom- 
mended a  tariff  of  duties  averaging  from  seven  to 
eight  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  as  Ming  in  his  opinion, 
abundantly  sufficient  to  protect  our  domestic  man- 
ufactures, and  to  draw  forth  and  energize  all  the 
internal  resources  of  the  country ;  and  whoever 
will  consider,  for  a  moment,  the  immense  natural 
advantages  which  this  country  presents  for  such 
manufactures,  abounding  as  it  does  in  every  variety 
of  soil,  in  every  variety  of  mineral,  and  of  ores,  in 
every  variety  of  water  power,  to  be  applied  eitner 
to  the  purposes  of  transportation,  or  to  be  used  for 
propelling  machinery,  cannot  feel  the  least  wonder 
that  such  a  protection  should,  at  that  time,  have 
been  thought  abundantly  adequate.  And  has  the 
American  Government  listened  to  the  wise  coua- 
seb  of  this  distinguished  member  of  her  cabinet? 
It  has.    And  has  fulfilled,  to  the  fullest  extent,  his 
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recommeodation.  The  duties  that  hare  been  im- 
posed, from  time  to  time,  sioce  the  period  of  his 
advice,  have  more  than  trebled  what  he  recom- 
mended. And  I  repeat  it,  said  Mr.  C,  that  who- 
ever will  consider  for  himself  the  ezubmnt  redan- 
dance  with  which  this  country  produces  all  the 
raw  materials  that  can  compose  our  domestic 
manofaetttres  of  every  kind — whoever  will  cast 
his  eye  at  the  same  time  upon  the  map  and  upon 
the  tariff  of  the  United  States,  and  contemplate 
the  immense  distance  which  separates  us  from  all 
foreign  competition,  must  inevitably  come  to  the 
conclusion,  that,  if  our  manufactories  have  not 
already  arrived  to  that  degree  of  perfection  which 
their  most  sanguine  friends  coutd  desire,  their 
backwardness  is  to  be  imputed  to  y&y  different 
causes,  from  the  want  of  protection. 

A  nearer  view  of  our  manufacturing  establish- 
menCs  themselves,  will  conduct  us  to  the  same 
conclusion.  What  is  their  present  condition? 
Mr.  C.  said  he  would  not  pretend,  (as  he  lacked 
the  necessary  information,)  to  go  into  a  minute  and 
detailed  history  of  the  manufactures  of  this  coim- 
t  ry .  But  a  brief  outline  of  some  of  the  most  prom- 
inent of  them  would  convince  any  unprejudiced 
mind  that  the  repeated  comjplaints  that  had  been 
heard  on  this  subject,  were  destitute  of  any  foun- 
dation. 

The  manufacture  of  iron,  in  many  departments 
of  it,  has  been  already  attended  with  complete 
success.  Many  utensils  of  great  and  general  use, 
made  of  this  material,  have  long  since  acquired 
their  utmost  degree  of  perfection.  The  history 
of  many  of-  these  manufactures  shows  that  their 
success  has  not  depended  on  extravagant  legisla- 
tive protection.  For,  sir,  long  before  the  protect- 
ing daty,  designed  for  their  encouragement,  bad 
reached  its  utmost  limit,  the  ingenuity  ox  the 
American  artist  had  outstripped  the  bounty  of  his 
Government,  and  reached  perfection. 

The  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  in  the  fiast^ 
ern  Slates  has  been  attended  with  a  success  which 
has  surpassed  the  expectations  of  the  most  sanguine 
friend»  of  domestic  manufac tures.  Wherever  com- 
mon prudence  and  skill  have  been  exercised,  cap- 
italisu  who  have  embarked  in  this  business  have 
derived  an  annual  profit  from  their  investments, 
averaging  from  fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent.  In 
some  establishments  their  occasional  profits  have 
considerably  exceeded  that  rate.  Already  have 
their  fabrics  become  an  article  of  export  to  foreign 
markets.  If  these  facts  be  not  regarded  as  a  suf- 
ficient evidence  of  the  prosperity  of  this  branch  of 
American  manufactures,  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  know  what  proof  gentlemen  would  ask.  If 
such  profits  be  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  their  desires, 
Congr^  might  exhaust  in  vain  the  treasury  of 
the  nation  to  glut  their  cupidity. 

Our  manufactures  of  glass  ware  have  succeeded. 
Large  establishments  for  this  manufacture  are  now 
in  prosperous  operation  at  Boston,  New  York,  and 
Pittsburg.  Besides  these,  there  are  many  minor 
factories  scattered  through  the  Northern  and  Elast- 
em  States,  of  whose  profits  and  situation  I  cannot 
speak. 

Our  woollen  factories,  although  they  have  not 


been  crowned  with  the  same  success  that  has  at- 
tended the  cotton  factories,  have  yet  come  far  short 
of  encountering  an  entire  failure.  Their  progress 
will  bear  flattering  comparison  with  the  incipient 
stage  of  similar  manufactures  in  other  countries. 
And  some  explanation  may  be  given  to  the  uneasi- 
ness and  discontent  which  this  portion  of  our 
manufacturers  have  manifested,  by  calling  to  mind 
the  fact  that  they  have  been  reared  up,  and  have  had 
their  day  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  their  more 
fortunate  and  flourishing  sister  factories  of  cotton. 
Incorporated^  as  they  are,  with  each  other,  in  point 
of  location,  it  is  quite  natural  that  the  daily  con- 
templation of  the  superior  sqccess  of  the  one,  should 
fill  the  other  with  murmuriQg[  and  despondency. 
But  the  actual  intrinsic  condition  of  the  manufac- 
ture itself,  ought  not  to  be  taken  as  the  entire 
cause  of  the  complaints  we  hear.  Permit  me, 
said  Mr.  C.  to  read,  for  the  information  of  the 
Ck>mmittee,  a  statement  of  the  manufacture  of 
flannel  in  this  country,  which  has  met  my  eye 
during  this  discussion. 

[Here  Mr.  C.  read  from  a  newspaper,  showing 
the  progress  of  the  flannel  manufactories  in  Boston 
and  its  vicinity.] 

Nothing  in  this  short  review  of  the  condition  of 
our  manufactures  can  more  conclusively  show 
that  they  are  not  in  a  languishing  condition,  than, 
that  many*  of  them  are  receiving  the  high  profits 
which  have  been  mentioned.  And  while  it  shows 
the  fact  that  their  condition  is  not  a  languishing 
one,  it  does  not  the  less  unanswerably  show  that 
their  progress  must,  in  this  country,  as  it  has  been 
in  all  others,  be  mdoal.  For,  notwithstanding 
the  acknowledged  profit  which  some  of  our  man- 
ufactories yield,  we  see  that  capital  is  slowly  vested 
in  them.  Since  it  is  the  nature  of  capital,  as  well 
as  of  industry,  to  seek  their  most  profitable  oecu-* 
pation,  how  can  this  apparent  phenomenon  be  ac« 
counted  for  ?  Unquestionably,  it  is  to  be  traced 
to  no  other  cause  than  to  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
try. The  habits  of  our  people  have  received  a  dif- 
ferent direction.  Their  industry  has  found  emplo]r- 
ments  in  channels  that  are  more  accordant  to  their 
genius.  And  as  long  as  these  causes  continue  to 
operate,  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  to  legislate  our  man- 
ufactures into  a  premature  unnatural  prosperity. 
You  cannot  by  l^^slative  enactments,  outstrip  the 
course  of  events.  You  cannot  even  attempt  it, 
without  running  the  risk  of  doing  more  injury 
than  benefit,  to  the  interest  you  would  promote. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  in  the  present  outcry 
which  is  made  for  protection  against  the  ruinous 
effects  of  foreign  competition,  that  the  interests  of 
large  moneyed  capitalists  is  distinctly  to  be  traced. 
Amidst  the  ^neral  swell  of  complaint  with  which 
we  are  assailed  their  voice  is  plainly  to  be  heard. 
While  they  are  besieging  Congress  with  their  im- 
portunities^ the  laboring  crowds  which  fill  their 
maufacturing  houses  are  working  on  in  silence 
and  contentment.  They  are  not  to  be  benefited 
by  the  bounty  which  is  asked.  The  wages  of  this 
numerous  class  of  our  citi2ens  are  not  to  receive  a 
proportionate  increase.  They  are  still  to  remain 
the  humble  but  productive  instruments  of  pam- 
pering the  pride  and  augmenting  the  wealth  of 
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their  lordlr  and  avaricious  masters.  Thus,  the 
evident  and  direct  tendency  of  this  measure  is  to 
confer  upon  moneyed  capital  unequal  advantages, 
and  to  raise  up,  in  the  bosom  of  our  country,  where 
we  have  so  long  boasted  of  our  equal  rights  and 
privileges,  and  of  the  unsophisticated  simplicity  of 
our  manners,  a  haughty,  dominant  spirit  of  aris- 
tocracy. Of  the  effects  of  such  a  spirit,  Mr.  C. 
said,  it  was  needless  that  he  should  sj)eak  to  such 
an  assembly.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that,  in  no  coun- 
try has  it  ever  appeared  without  changing  and  dis- 
figuring the  face  of  society.  And  there  is  no  coun- 
try under  the  sun  where  its  first  appearance  should 
be  more  eiarnestly  deprecated  and  carefully  avoided 
than  in  our  own. 

Some  gentlemen  still  believe,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  complaints  that  are  heard  from  the 
South,  that  the  present  pressure  of  the  times  is 
most  sorely  experienced  in  the  Northern  States. 
This  is  a  matter  of  evidence,  and  can  be  deter- 
mined only  by  observation.  Let  any  one  who  en- 
tertains such  an  .opinion  traverse  for  himself  the 
extensive  fertile  regions  of  New  York.  Let  him 
behold  the  diversified  and  thriving  industry  of  her 
population ;  her  commerce  externally  and  inter- 
nally flourishing ;  her  agriculture  abundant ;  her 
villages,  which  have  recently  sprung  up,  as  if  by 
magic,  in  thick  profusion,  through  aU  her  borders, 
filled  with  "  the  busy  hum  of  active  men ;"  her 
laborious  and  contented  yeomanry,  scattered  over  a 
thousand  hills,  and  cultivating  innumerable  farms, 
which  they  have  reclaimed  but  yesterday  from  the 
wilderness — all  bound  together^  cheered  and  ani- 
mated by  a  canal,  whose  extensive  and  increasing 
benefits  can  be  equalled  only  by  the  splendor  of 
the  public  spirit  which  has  achieved  it.  And, 
when  he  has  surveyed  this  happy  portion  of  his 
country,  progressing  eastward,  let  him  behold 
the  patient  and  systematic  industry  of  New  £ng- 
land,  content  with  the  certain  annual  rewards  of 
her  toils,  growing  rich  under  the  combined  op- 
eration of  a  lucrative  foreign  commerce  and  im- 
proved domestic  manufactures.  And  when  he  has 
finished  this  survey,  let  him  turn  his  eyes  to  the 
South,  and  see  if  he  can  avoid  being  struck  with 
the  contrast  which  all  this  reeion  presents  to  that 
which  I  have  just  now  sketcned.  In  the  South, 
the  prostration  of  their  foreign  markets  has  spread 
over  the  face  of  the  country  a  general,  pervading 
gloom.  In  all  that  region  •which  stretches  itself 
Irom  the  shores  of  the  Potomac  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  where  all  the  arts  of  civilized  life  once 
triumphed,  the  arm  of  industry  is  now  paralyzed. 
Large  and  ample  estates,  once  the  seats  of  opu- 
lence, which  supported  their  proprietors  in  afflu- 
ence and  comfort,  are  now  thrown  out  to  waste 
and  decay.  And  this  is  the  country  (will  gentle- 
men believe  it  while  it  is  uttered  ?)  which  it  is 
sought  to  make  tributary  to  that  which,  if  not  al- 
ready abundantly  prosperous,  is  at  least  exempt 
from  that  general  distress  which  presses  upon  the 
South ! 

The  truth  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  after  all  that  has 
been  said  on  this  subject,  there  are  no  rules  which 
can  be  derived  from  the  history  of  other  nations 
in  regard  to  the  policy  of  encouraging  any  specL 


fie  sort  of  industry  which  can  Lave  any  correct 
application  in  ours.  In  the  first  place,  the  orean- 
ization  of  our  Government,  and  the  materials  of 
our  society,  are  essentially  diflferent  from  theirs. 
In  the  second  place,  the  abundance  and  cheapoess 
of  our  lands  most,  for  a  long  series  of  years  to 
come,  render  the  habits  and  pursuits  of  our  citi- 
zens essentially  agricultural.  While  such  fields 
for  speculation  and  enterprise  are  open  in  the 
West,  the  tide  of  emigration  must  continue  to  set 
in  that  direction.  And  there  is  na  circumstaoce 
which  can  be  adduced  more  clearly  to  show  the 
natural  bias  of  the  human  mind  to  agricultural 
pursuits  than  that,  ever  since  the  settlement  of 
the  Western  country,  it  has  operated  as  a  constant 
annual  drain  upon  the  population  of  th^  Adantic 
Sutes. 

Why  is  it,  sir,  since  the  cotton  factories  of  New 
England  have  got  into  successful  operation,  and 
ofier  such  strong  temptations  to  avarice,  that  we 
find  no  emigrant  from  the  South  going  thither  to 
embark  his  fortunes  in  any  of  them  7  The  answer 
is  to  be  found  in  the  condition  of  our  country,  aod 
the  character  of  our  people.  The  present  genera- 
tion must  pass  away  before  such  a  spectacle  will 
be  witnessed  in  this  country.  Just  as  soon,  ssid 
Mr.  C,  would  he  expect  to  see  an  aboriginal  is- 
habitant  coming  from  beyond  the  mountain?,  de- 
serting his  native  wilderness,  and  seeking  his  hap- 
piness amidst  all  the  splendid  accommodations 
and  luxurious  habits  of  civilized  life. 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  saf  nothing  aboot  the 
demoralizing  effects  of  a  general  introduction  of 
the  manufacturing  system.  For,  notwithstanding 
he  believed  it  fairij  exposed  to  this  objection,  he 
had  great  consolation  in  believing  that,  wheaerer 
this  mischief  was  seriously  to  be  apprehended,  it 
presupposed  so  extensive  an  introduction  of  the 
system  already  made,  that  he  could  not  think  there 
was  much  cause  for  alarm  from  this  quarter.  The 
objection  would  gather  strength  as  the  manafac- 
tories  of  the  country  became  multiplied  aod  en- 
larged. He  was  not  afraid  that  tne  passage  of 
the  bill  would  suddenly  convert  the  people  of 
this  country  so  much  to  manufactures  that 
their  morals  would  be  ruined.  We  are  yet 
hardly  removed  from  our  starting  point  in  the 
great  orbit  we  are  destined  to  describe;  aad 
nothing  could  be  more  idle  than  to  suppose 
that  anv  vote  which  we  may  give  on  the  qu^ 
tion  before  us  would  have  such  a  transform- 
ing efiect  upon  the  character  of  the  Americao 
people.  Ages  must  yet  pass  away  before  we  can 
expect  to  see  a  Manchester  or  a  Birmingham^ 
this  side  the  Atlantic,  except  they  be  scattered 
at  great  distances  from  each  other. 

Another  objection,  which  is  entitled  to  great 
weight  in  determining  this  question,  is  the  ten- 
dency of  the  policy  which  dictates  it  to  perpetu- 
ate itself.  When  you  have  once  yielded  w  ». 
you  are  under  a  moral  necessity  for  continmflf '*• 
Such  has  been  the  result  of  the  experiment  wher- 
ever it  has  been  made.  This  year,  one  class  oi 
your  citizens  present  themselves  before  you,  aaa 
appeal  to  you  for  protection.  You  hear  them, 
and  grant  their  request.    The  second  year,  ano- 
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ther  class,  olraerviog  the  listenio^  ear  whteh  Gk>y- 
erDmeot  lends  to  soch  applications,  are  encour- 
aged to  prefer  their  claims.  They  sacceed,  and 
obcain  the  passage  of  a  law  for  their  speeial  bene- 
fit. The  third  year  opens  the  way  for  still  a  third 
class,  who  fortify  themselves  on  equally  strong 
ground,  and  make  their  appeal  to  your  justice  or 
year  liberality  with  equal  success.  Thus,  all  these 
law^s,  from  their  peculiar  nature,  being  designed 
to  operate  upon  improper  subjects,  produce  con- 
sequences which  were  at  first  wholly  unforeseen. 
These  unexpected  consequences,  in  their  turn,  beget 
the  necessity  of  new  legislative  enactments.  In  this 
way  you  progress  to  an  indefinite  length,  filling 
up  yoor  statute  boolc  with  explanatory,  supple- 
mental, and  amendatory  acts,  until  you  literally 
lose  yourself  in  a  maze  of  legislation. 

Conduct  like  this  has  no  just  parallel,  except  in 
that  of  a  man  whose  disordered  health  has  been 
produced  by  the  indiscreet  use  of  remedies  whose 
frequent  repetition  has  established  their  dominion 
over  him,  and  while  they  impose  upon  him  the 
necessity  of  a  ceaseless  routine  of  medicine,  ren- 
der it  perfectly  certain  that  his  health  can  never 
be  entirely  restored. 

This  b  a  policy  unbecoming  the  destinies  of 
our  riang  and  spreading  Republic.  I  do  not,  said 
Mr.  C,  wish  to  see  this  country,  by  this  kind  of 
political  quackery,  enervating  and  destroyinff  all 
the  wholesome  and  natural  energies  of  her  physi- 
cal constitution.  1  am  unwilling  to  see  her  taking 
such  uncommon  pains  to  superinduce  upon  her- 
self, before  their  time,  all  the  infirmities  of  old 
age.  Such  artificial  stimulants  as  the  present 
only  suit  the  decline  of  life. 

Our  situation  is  a  peculiar  one.  It  involves  us 
in  high  responsibilities.  In  every  step  we  take,  in 
the  development  of  our  future  destinies,  we  should 
ponder  with  the  utmost  caution  and  most  solemn  de- 
liberation. We  are  under  obligations  of  the  mast 
sacred  character,  not  only  to  the  present  genera- 
tion, who  are  looking  from  every  quarter  of  this 
Union,  #lth  the  utmost  solicitude,  to  the  issue  of 
our  present  deliberations,  but  to  unborn  millions 
who  will  yet  live  to  experience  the  fruits  of  this 
measure. 

Let  the  course  of  policy  we  adopt  be  what  it 
may,  we  ought  not  to  look  with  too  steadfast  an 
eye  upon  the  history  of  any  other  nation.  We 
ought  not,  especially,  to  gaze  with  too  partial  a 
fondness  on  the  example  of  Great  Britain.  That 
nation,  it  is  true,  has  extended  the  most  munificent 
encouragement  to  the  mechanic  arts,  and  has  fos- 
tered, with  peculiar  favor,  her  manufactures ;  and 
she  has,  also,  enjoyed  more  than  her  proportion- 
ate share  of  wealth  and  fame  in  the  great  family 
of  nations.  But  it  does  not,  by  any  means,  follow, 
as  some  gentlemen  seem  to  imagine^  that  the  last 
has  been  the  result  of  the  former.  It  we  are  to  de- 
rive any  instruction  from  the  example  of  Great 
Britain,  on  this  subject,  it  is,  that  we  should  inter- 
fere as  little  as  possible  with  the  industry  and  pur- 
suits of  onr  citizens.  At  a  period  when  her  most 
sagacious  statesmen,  as  well  as  her  most  approved 
writers  upon  political  economy,  unite  in  expressing 
their  re^et  at  the  extent  to  which  that  nation  has 


embarrassed  herself  with  such  regulations,  shall 
we  shut  our  eyes  upon  the  lesson  which  her  ex- 
ample teaches?  Such  regulations  were  never 
adopted  by  Great  Britain  through  choice.  The 
rivalry  and  jealousy  of  neishboring  States  forced 
her  to  their  adoption.  And,  because  she  has  been 
wise  and  adroit  enough  to  make  a  virtue  of  ne- 
cessity, and  to  turn  to  the  best  account  the  very 
disadvantages  with  which  she  had  to  contend, 
shall  we,  with  the  vain  hope  that,  peradventure, 
equal  good  fortune  may  await  us,  blindly  imitate 
her  example?  I  cannot  believe  that  any  gentle* 
men  are  disposed  to  indulge  themselves  in  such 
hazardous  speculations  on  the  future  welfare  of 
their  country. 

There  is  another  peculiarity  in  our  situation. 
We  have,  in  the  same  hemisphere  with  ourselves, 
embryo  republics  springing  into  political  bein^. 
There  are,  in  South  America,  materials,  in  soil 
and  population,  for  great  ana  extensive  States. 
They  are  rising  into  political  being  at  a  period  of 
the  world  peculiarly  auspicious  for  the  formation 
of  wise  governmental  institutions.  Their  im]>ort- 
ance  has  already  attracted  the  eyes  of  the  civil- 
ized world.  The  immense  advantages  which  may 
grow  out  of  their  future  trading  connexion,  have 
already  excited  the  jealousy  of  certain  European 
Powers.  And,  while  our  near  neighbors  are  es- 
teemed of  so  much  value  in  the  commercial  alli- 
ance they  may  form  with  nations  almost  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  globe  from  them,  shall  we,  in 
their  immediate  vicinity,  remain  indifferent  to  the 
influence  they  may  exert  upon  our  future  destiny  ? 
These  circumstances  ought  rather  to  incline  us  to 
a  favorable  consideration  of  the  friendly  ttnd  com- 
mercial connexions  which  may,  hereafter,  subsist 
between  us. 

In  taking  an  enlarged  view  of  the  situation  of 
our  country,  and  of  the  policy  to  which  it.  ought 
to  direct  us,  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  we 
are  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  ocean.  Look 
to  what  quarter  of  the  horizon  you  will,  and 
your  eye  meets  an  immeasurable  waste  of  waters. 
What  ought  this  circumstance  to  intimate  to  the 
statesman,  who,  like  the  immortal  Edmund  Burke, 
believed  that  the  situation  of  every  nation,  like 
that  of  every  individual,  ought  to  be  the  preceptcnr 
of  their  duty  ?  Would  he  not  infer  from  it  that 
the  same  munificent  Providence  that  had  blessed 
our  happy  country  with  such  unexampled  abundr 
ance  at  home,  had  thrown  around  us  this  circum- 
ambient world  of  waters  to  invite  us  to  transport 
the  fruits  of  our  soil  to  every  resion  of  the  earth  ? 
Yes  sir,  it  is  our  duty  to  beware  how  we  fetter  and 
restrain  the  spirit  oi  commerce.  That,  if  possible 
ought  to  be  left  free  as  the  wind  of  heaven  that 
wafts  it  on  the  bosom  of  the  deep.  Let  us  take 
heed  how  we  legislate  our  wharves,  which  are 
now  populous  ana  cheerful,  into  silent  but  impres- 
sive monuments  of  the  commerce  that  has  deserted 
them.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not  wish  to  see  the  flae 
of  American  commerce  floating  to  the  idle  wind 
in  our  harbors.  He  wanted  to  see  it  visitinff 
ocean's  furthest  shore,  and  returning  home  with 
the  fruits,  the  treasures,  and  the  riches  of  every 
clime.    He  wanted  to  see  it  extending  its  peaceful 
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coDquest  over  every  sea,  and  as  much  respected  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe,  for  the  skill  of  oar  sai- 
lors and  the  enterprise  of  our  merchants,  as  it  con- 
fessedly is  for  the  heroism  which  so  lately  defended 
\t  in  war.  Trophies,  won  in  this  way,  will  con- 
tribute largely  to  the  happiness,  the  wealth,  and 
the  power  of  this  country.  And,  althouffh  they 
may  not  hold  up,  in  such  a  bright  relief,  a  few 
ambitious  spirits  who  thirst  for  military  conquest, 
will,  when  they  are  collected  together  by  the  future 
historian,  constitute  the  most  emphatic  eulogium 
which  can  be  pronounced  upon  the  wisdom  that 
has  guided  the  councils  of  this  nation. 

When  Mr.  Cartsr  had  concluded — 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Isacks'  amend- 
.ment,  was  decided  in  the  negative^— ayes  72, 
noes  96. 

Mr.  Gazlay  moved  to  report  the  bill  as  amend- 
ed, buU^ before  the  question  was  taken,  Mr.  Mc- 
EiM  offered  an  amendment  laying  a  duty  on  cer- 
tain articles  of  morocco  learner.  The  amend- 
ment was  rejected,  only  40  rising  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  CuLBK,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  duty  on  iron,  by  reducing  it  from  one 
dollar  and  twelve  cents  to  ninety  cents.  A  mo- 
tion was  made  to  rise — ayes  87,  noes  96. 

Mr.  Clark  then  supported  his  motion  by  a 
speech,  but  gave  way,  at  half-past  4  o'clock,  for  a 
motion  to  rise. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


TuBSDAT,  April  6. 

Mr.  Cocke  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  recommitted  a  bill  ^  for  the 
appointment  of  two  assistant  Indian  agents,"  re- 
ported the  same  with  amendments. 

Mr.  C.  explained  the  amendments,  with  the 
circumstances  which  had  led  to  their  insertion ; 
when  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Firman  Le  Sieur,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment,  and  it  was  commit^d 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  a  memorial  of 
inhabitants  of  St.  Augustine,  reported  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  Territory  of  Florida  to  open  a  canal 
through  the  public  lands,  to  unite  the  river  St. 
John's  with  the  Bay  of  St.  Augustine ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill 
to  authorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  open  a  canal 
through  the  public  lands,  to  connect  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  rivers  Wabash  and  the  Miami  of  Lake 
Erie. 

Mr.  Warfield  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table  for  consideration  tu-morrow,  viz : 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  submitted  to  this  House  a 
statement  of  the  several  purchases  of  real  estate  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  within  the   tenitorial 


limits  of  any  State,  since  the  4th  day  of  July,  1776, 
in  povsuanee  of  any  act  of  CongreM,  or  by  any  de- 
partment or  officer  of  the  General  Gk>venimflDt,  de- 
noting in  each  ease  the  particalar  authority  oader 
which  each  purehase  was  made,  its  date,  and  the  end 
or  use  fot  which  it  was  effected ;  the  nature  of  the 
estate  thereby  acquired,  and  the  person  or  penoni  bj 
whom,  and  to  whom,  such  estate  was  conveyed,  togeth- 
er with  the  fact  whether  such  purchase  was  or  wu  aot 
accompanied  with  the  express  consent  of  the  Sute 
of  whose  territory  such  real  estate  constituted  a  part; 
and,  in  the  former  case,  whether  any,  and  if  any,  whai, 
special  jurisdiction  accompaoied  the  cession  or  coo- 
▼eyance. 

The  resolution  offered  heretofore  by  Mr.  Allek, 
of  Massachusetts,  fixing  a  time  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  being  taken  up ;  after  some 
observations  from  Messrs.  Tod  and  Edwards,  of 
North  Carolina,  it  was  laid  on  the  table — yeas  93, 
noes  66. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  gave  notice,  that,  having  been 
prevented,  by  indisposition,  from  calling  up  his 
resolution  respecting  an  alteration  in  the  compen- 
sation of  members  of  this  House,  he  should  call 
up  the  same  on  Saturday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  relief  to  such  persons,  purchasers  of  the 
public  lands,  lying  between  Ludlow-s  and  Roberts' 
lines,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  are  liable  (o  be 
evicted  from  the  same,  on  the  principles  of  a  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court  or  the  United  States, 
nuide  at  their  last  term,  in  the  case  of  Doddridge 
against  Wright  and  others,  and  the  committee 
had  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  Mr. 
Vance,  Mr.  Rankin,  Mr.  Latrrop,  Mr.  Beech- 
ER,  Mr.  Hatoen,  Mr.  Archer,  and  Mr.  SiUN- 
nERS,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the 
said  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Saunders,  the  Committee 
of  Claims  were  instrncted  to  inquire  into  the[>ro- 
priety  of  allowing  William  Cleftan  compeosaiioo 
lor  certain  losses  sustained  by  him  in  consequence 
of  the  impressment  of  his  waffon  and  team,  for 
the  transportation  of  a  part  of  tne  North  Carolina 
militia  to  Norfolk  during  the  late  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burleigh,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  extending  the  laws  now  iu  force 
giving  a  bounty  to  vessels  of  certain  descriptions 
employed  in  the  cod  fishery,  to  vessels  of  the  same 
description  employed  in  the  macicerel  fishery. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz : 

1st.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment 
of  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States  by  the  pur- 
chasers of  the  public  lands ; 

2d.  An  act  to  change  the  terms  of  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  of  the  United  Stales,  m  tw 
State  of  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  terms  of  the  circuu 
court  in  the  district  of  Kentucky  >  ... 

3d.  An  actjsupplementary  to.  the  act,  enfiHea 
"  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  M 
act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  aebt; 
in  which  bills  the  Senate  ask  the  concarrence  oi 
the  House. 
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The  said  bills  were,  respectlTely,  remd  twice, 
and  referred,  tbe  first  to  the  Commtltee  on  Public 
JLands;  the  second  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary I  the  third  to  the  same  committee. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  a^ain  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  biU  to  amend  the  several  acts 
laying  duties  upon  imports. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  bad  mored  to  reduce 
the  duty  on  iron  from  one  dollar  and  twelve  cents 
to  ninety  cents  per  hundred  weight. 

In  support  of  this  amendment,  he  said,  tbat, 
after  the  very  protracted  debate  on  this  bill,  it 
coold  not  be  expected  he  would  trespass  on  the 
patience  of  the  Committee  by  going  very  fully 
into  the  discussion  of  the  subject.  Indeed,  said 
be,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Wr^- 
8TSR,)  by  the  very  able  manner  in  which  he  has 
dwelt  upon  this  particular  part  of  it,  has  lefl  little 
more  to  be  said.  I  believe,  sir,  most  firmly,  that 
no  additional  duty  ought  to  be  laid  on  iron ;  but, 
since  the  Committee  have  decided  Against  striking 
it  out  altogether,  I  have  thought  proper  to  trv 
their  opinion  on  a  moderate  increase,  one  whicn 
will  be  less  burdensome  and  oppressive  on  the  in- 
dustry of  the  countrjr.  I  do  not  doubt  that  manu- 
facturers of  this  article,  who  have  good  ore  near 
navigable  waters,  and  other  conveniences  for  car- 
rying on  their  business,  can,  with  proper  economy, 
make  it  profitable  and  productive  under  the  pres- 
ent rates  of  duties.  And  if  others  cannot,  it  is 
because  they  have  not  those  advantages,  or  do  not 
observe  the  same  economv.  I  have,  sir,  a  stRte- 
ment  in  my  possession,  which  I  received  from  a 
respectable  source,  giving,  in  detail,  all  the  items 
of  expense  in  making  a  ton  of  iron.  This  state- 
ment I  believe  to  be  sufficientlv  correct,  and  to 
contain  at  least  as  high  rates  of  labor,  dbc.,  as  the 
present  prices. 

From  this  statement,  sir,  it  appears  that  no 
branch  of  business  in  our  country  is  carried  on 
with  more  profit  to  those  epgagea  in  it,  (I  mean 
of  the  ..description  I  have  mentioned,)  nor  with 
more  certaintv  of  su^^cess;  and  any  further  pro- 
tection woulcl  only  be  giving  them  enormous 
Srofits.  [Mr.  C.  here  read  the  detailed  statement, 
y  which  it  appeared  that  the  expense  of  making 
a  ton  of  iron  was  only  $63  60.]  From  the  price 
current,  it  appears  the  price  of  this  article,  now 
in  our  market,  is  from  ^1  to  $83  a  ton.  So  that 
the  profits,  at  this  rate,  are  from  $17  4Q  to  $19  40 
a  ton.  Here,  sir,  is^an  ample  profit,  and  one  that 
offers  better  encouraj3;ement  than  almost  any  other 
branch  of  business  m  the  country.  I  am  aware, 
sir,  that  this  will  not  apply  to  more  than  one-third 
of  our  iron  factories — ^toat  the  others  labor  under 
disadvantages  of  various  kinds,  and  probably  even 
with  the  proposed  dut^  would  find  no  protection. 
Increase  your  duties,  sir,  so  as  to  shut  out  all  im- 
ported iron  from  the  country,  and  those  who  now 
really  require  the  protection,  would  find  them- 
selves undersold  in  the  market  by  their  more  for- 
tunate competitors,  and  would  as  much  need  pro- 
tection against  them  as  the  importers. 

But,  air,  if  rU  these  considerations  were  ob- 


viated, Rnd  none  of  the  objections  I  have  enume- 
rated existed,  I  should  stili  be  opposed  to  this  duty 
from  other  considerations.  I  would  oppose  bur- 
dening this  article  with  heavy  duties,  because 
such  a  measure  would  be  at  war  with  the  general 
objects  of  the  bill. 

What  is  that  object,  sir  ?  It  is  the  encoura^ 
ment  of  the, agricultural  and  manufacturinff  m- 
terests  of  the  country.  This  bill  proposes  to  load 
with  additional  duties  one  of  the  staple  necessa- 
ries of  both  these  emplyments.  You  also  profess, 
by  this  bill,  to  give  encouragement  and  employ- 
ment to  industry.  By  stopping  the  importation 
of  it,  you  drive  a  large  portion  of  the  navigating 
interest  from  their  usual  and  accustomed  habits 
of  industry  ;  you  subject  them  to  poverty  and  ul- 
timate ruin ;  you  increase  the  price  of  a  necessary 
materinl  of  nenrly  every  mRuufacturer  and  every 
artisan ;  and,  what  is  more  than  all,  you  are  load- 
ing the  farmers  of  the  country  with  exactions— 
exactions  which  will  bear  upon  and  oppress  them 
heavily. 

Sir,  I  have  said  I  would  not  advance,  with  this 
bill,  a  single  step  beyond  what  I  believed  to  be  for 
the  interest  of  him  who  cultivates  the  soil ;  I  still 
adhere  rigidly  to  my  determination  ;  and  nothing 
shall  drive  me  from  it.  I  vote  for  an  increase  <h 
dutv  on  woollen  good^  because  I  believe  it  will 
make  a  market  for  wool ;  on  molasses,  because,  as 
the  importation  of  it  is  diminished,  its  place  will 
be  supplied  with  grain  for  distillation.  But^  when 
you  propose  a  tax  on  this  article,  whi<5h  will  bear 
so  heavily  upon  the  farmer,  and  do  so  much  to 
em[>ty  his  pockets,  I  shall  use  my  feeble  efforts 
against  it. 

But)  we  have  been  told,  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,  that  we  must  compel  ourselves  to  make 
this  articlc^t  home,  in  time  of  peace,  because,  in 
time  of  war,  our  commerce  will  be  driven  from 
the  ocean,  and  our  harbors  locked  up  by  the  enemy. 
This  case,  so  extreme,  so  improbable,  and  unlikely 
to  happen,  may,  in  the  course  of  the  strange 
vicissitudes  that  visit  nations,  ultimately  be  real- 
ized. But,  sir,  when  suoh  an  event  occurs,  I  trust 
the  want  of  this  article  will  be  among  the  most 
tolerable  of  our  sufferings. 

Should  we  go  to  war  with  Russia,  we  could 
procure  it  from  Sweden  and  all  the  rest  of  En- 
rope.  If  with  England,  or  Sweden,  we  could  ob- 
tain it  from  Russia.  Should  our  vessels  be  swept 
from  the  ocean,  stiU,  however,  it  would  be  brought 
to  our  ports  with  but  a  trifling  increase  of  price. 

Sir.  I  have  made  all  the  inquiry  in  my  power, 
and  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  that  there 
are  more  than  from  five  to  six  hundred  of  these 
factories  in  the  United  States.  These  are  prob- 
ably owned  by  from  five  to  eight  hundred  ittcU- 
viduals.  It  is  for  these  individuals  we  are  called 
upon  to  lay  a  burden  on  more  than  ten  millions* 
ot  people  $  to  drive  twenty  times  their  numbers 
from  their  favorite  pursuit,  and  involve  thousands 
in  ruin.  I  exhort  gentlemen  to  pause  and  reflect 
before  they  take  this  broad  step  in  the  maze  of 
inconsistency. 

Let  me  not  be  told,  that  we  are  furnishing  em- 
ployment for  a  great  mass  of  our  citizens  in  car- 
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Tying  OD  each  of  these  factories ;  for  every  one 
who  has  had  any  knowledge  of  this  business  must 
know,  that  their  condition  is  not  bettered  by  their 
employment.  The  workmen  aroond  them  are 
generally  the  least  enlightened,  the  most  poolr  and 
degraded  of  any  in  our  country.  The  employ- 
ment of  most  01  them  is  to  cut  down  and  make 
waste  of  timber,  which,  in  many  cases,  is  seri- 
ously to  the  detriment  of  the  country  around 
them. 

Sir,  in  every  point  ofiriew  I  have  been  able  to 
look  at  this  subject,  I  have  arrived  at  the  same 
conclusion.    It  will  operate  as  an  uniust  and  op- 

Sressive  burden,  from  which  you  will  ultimately 
e  compelled  to  recede. 

Mr.  Tod,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Clark,  said  he  had  flattered  himself  that  one  te- 
dious debate,  and  one  decision  upon  this  item 
of  iron,  would  have  been  sufficient,  at  any  rate, 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  I  do  not  complain, 
but  1  must  say  that  the  disappointment  is  extreme- 
ly mortifying,  by  a  friend  of  the  bill  renewing  a 
question  m  substance  once  settled — renewing  it  at 
this  time,  when  it  is  evident  that  delay  is  destruc- 
tion ;  and  renewing  it  in  such  a  manner — for  I 
think  the  gentleman  from  New  York  made  his 
motion,  and,  as  soon  as  he  rose  to  support  it, 
moved  for  the  Committee  to  rise.  The  Commit- 
tee refused.  In  a  very  few  minutes  after,  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  gives  way,  yields  the 
floor  to  another  member,  to  renew  the  motion  for 
the  Committee  to  rise,  which  motion  succeeded, 
and  brings  us  to  the  second  day  of  the  second  de- 
bate, on  a  single  item  of  a  bill  which  has  be^n  be- 
fore us  now  almost  three  months,  and  a  decision 
upon  which  seems  to  be  protracted  to  a  length, 
perhaps  unexampled  in  this  or  any  other  country. 
Mr.  Tod  said,  I  blame  no  one,  noi^  pretend  to 
any  right  to  dictate  to  any  member  what  course 
he  shall  pursue;  yet  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  excuse  me  for  saying,  that,  dismayed 
as  I  am  at  the  time  and  manner  of  his  renewing 
this  discussion,  I  am  still  more  dismayed  at  his 
arguments.  From  our  opponents,  I  can  hear  any 
thmg  without  emotion ;  but  the  reasons  given  by 
the  eentleman  from  New  York  strike  me  with  a 
chilT  which  I  will  not  attempt  to  dissemble.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  supposes  that  only  six 
or  seven  hundred  iron  masters  are  to  be  benefited  by 
this  duty.  If  he  is  right  in  that,  then  it  would  be 
true,  that  onljr  the  merchants  are  benefited  by 
trade  and  navigation.  But  it  must  be  a  total  mis- 
take— ^the  whofe  agricultural  interest  of  our  coun- 
try is  directly  interested.  The  40,000  tons  of 
iron  which  we  import,  the  two  millions  of  dollars 
which  we  pay  for  it,  only  deprive  our  people  of  a 
market  to  that  amount  for  their  grain,  beef,  and 
pork,  which  articles^  those  governments  which 
.  send  us  their  iron  will  not  suffer  their  people  to 
touch,  comin|[  from  us.  Our  opponents  admit, 
that  domestic  industry  oueht  to  be  protected  when 
we  are  ripe  for  it,  as  the  phrase  is.  Now,  iron  we 
are  not  only  ripe  for,  but,  some  years  ago,  actual- 
ly were  in  the  way  of  fabiicating,  to  the  full 
amount  of  our  own  consumption.  One  object  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  appears  to  be,  to 


mend  the  morals  of  our  people  by  importing  from 
Europe.  To  the  workers  in  iron  he  has  ap|died 
the  epithets  of  poor  and  degraded.  As  to  their 
poverty,  it  may  be  true  enough.  How  can  it  be 
otherwise  when  their  business  is  so  reduced,  and 
they  cut  out  of  three^fourths  of  it  by  foreign  im- 
portations ?  ''  Degraded  "  is  a  term  not  applica- 
ble to  such  men.  To  be  sure,  there  are  many 
professions  and  occupations  which  appear  more 
neat  and  genteel;  they  have  leather  aprons  and 
blacked  faces  j  but  a  great  majority  of  them  are 
not  only  laborious,  but  frugal  and  careful ;  and 
those  who  are  thoughtless  and  imprudent,  are  yet 
almost  invariably  honest  and  manly.  They  love 
their  country.  Theirs  is  a  robust  and  bard  busi- 
ness ;  there  is  nothing  in  it  deg^ding  to  body  or 
mind.  Sir,  it  has  been  said  in  this  debate,  some 
months  ago,  or  in  some  other,  I  forget  when — ^for 
there  is  one  thing  peculiarly  lucky  in  this  tariff 
discussion,  that  every  thing  said  will  bear  repeat- 
ing at  least  thrice,  and  still,  with  all  the  ad  vantage 
and  ffrace  of  noveltv,  having  been  forgotten  from 
length  of  time — it  nas  been  said,  or  misrht  have 
been  said,  that  the  iron  workmen  of  Sweden, 
when  nobles,  and  gentry,  and  farmers,  and  mer- 
chants and  seamen,  had  submitted  to  foreign  domi- 
nation, collected  together,  and  saved  their  conn- 
try.  It  is  notorious  that,  during  the  gloomiest 
times  of  the  late  war,  and  afterwards  iiBtil  Grov- 
ernment  thought  fir  to  abolish  the  internal  duties, 
there  was  no  resource  in  our  nation  for  men  and 
money,  sunerior  to  that  of  the  iron  works  in  the 
interior.  If  supported  and  protected,  they  will 
add  more  real  strength  and  wealth  to  our  country, 
than  the  cultivation  here  of  all  the  cotton  raised 
on  this  continent,  and  Egypt  and  Bengal  put  to- 
gether, could  possibly  do ;  tor  this  work  is  carried 
on  by  free  labor,  that  by  slaves.  Before  he  sat 
down,  Mr.  T.  said,  he  wished  to  relieve  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  TMr.  Clark«)  from  his 
anxiety  lest  the  iron  worxs  should  consume  all 
the  wood ;  true,  they  do  cut  the  wood  from  the 
hills  3  but  equally  true  it  is,  that  the  wood  invari- 
ably springs  up  again,  and  is  neady  for  another 
cutting  every  twelve  or  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Clark  replied  to  Mr.  Tod.  He  said,  as  to 
the  fears  and  dismay  expressed  by  the  honorable 
ehairman,  he  could  only  say,  it  was  unnecessary 
for  him  to  have  disclosed  them  to  the  Committee 
at  this  time,  since  he  was  sure  no  gentleman  would 
be  turned  from  his  course  by. such  disclosure.  In- 
deed, sir,  I  am  not  legislating,  at  this  time,  for  the 
purpose  of  pleasing  that  gentleman.  No,  sir ;  1 
shall  vote  and  act  without  reference  to  his  opin- 
ions. If  the  gentleman  supposes  his  appointment 
as  chairman  entitles  him  to  direct  all  the  friends 
of  the  bill  in  the  course  they  are  to  pursue  in  its 
details,  he  is  mistaken  so  far  as  rdates  to  me. 
True,  sir,  I  am  in  favor  of  a  revision  of  the  tarifi*; 
but  it  does  not,  therefore,  follow  that  I  am  bound 
to  support  the  whole  of  every  provision  the  gen- 
tleman has  chosen  to  insert  in  the  bill.  If  that 
gentleman  considers  himself  a  sort  of  drill  ser- 
geant, to  manoeuvre  the  friends  of  the  tariff,  I,  for 
one,  must  beg  to  be  excused  from  his  discipline. 
Why,  sir,  all  this  complaint  about  the  time  I  have 
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taken  to  introdoce  this  amendment  ?  Are  the 
Committee  to  be  told  at  what  time  they  shall  stop 
amending  the  bill  ?  I,  for  one,  cannot  recognise 
bis  right  to  such  dictation. 

Bot,  says  the  gentleman,  we  have  arrived  at  the 
second  day  of  the  second  debate  on  this  amend- 
ment. What  then,  sir?  Is  this  such  an  appall- 
ing fact  as  to  shake  the  gentleman's  nerves? 
Sorely,  the  case  is  no  anomaly  in  legislation. 
Tbe  Committee  decided,  on  a  former  motion,  that 
they  would  not  strike  out  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
posed increase ;  but  does  it  follow  that  they  will  not 
reduce  it?  Sir,  it  was  not  until  I  learned  that  a 
number  of  its  friends  were  anxious  for  this  reduc- 
tion that  I  proposed  it.  Indeed,  sir,  the  decision 
of  the  question  on  striking  out  the  whole  was  not 
very  satisfactory  to  m^.  More  than  seventy  mem- 
bers were  out  of  the  House,  and  the  majority 
saiall.  The  result,  however,  will  show  whether  I 
am  correct. 

The  only  answer  I  have  to  sive  to  the  gentle- 
man's statement,  that  *^  two  millions  of  specie  are 
annnally  exported  to  pay  for  iron,"  is,  to  point 
him  to  the  Treasury  report  of  imports,  exports, 
and  tonnage,  of  tbe  United  States,  where  he  may 
learn  that,  in  the  preceding  year,  less  than  thirty- 
three  thousand  tons  of  iron  have  been  imported 
from  all  the  world.  That  nearly  all  of  it  was 
brought  lirom  Russia  and  Sweden,  and  not  a  dol- 
lar of  specie  has  been  exported  to  either  of  those 
eoun  tries.  On  examination,  he  may  also  learn 
that  no  money  is  carried  from  this  country  to  pay 
for  iron,  but  that  it  is  always  purchased  with  such 
articles  as  we  can  easily  spare,  and  such  as  we 
ought  to  dispose  of.  Sir,  I  said  yesterday,  and  I 
say  again  to-day,  that,  as  far  as  my  observations 
have  extended,  the  persons  in  the  employ  of  iron 
masters,  and  their  families,  are  less  enlightened, 
more  poor,  and  unhappy,  than  any  other  class  of 
citizens  among  us;  that  this  is  the  most  undesir- 
able of  any  employment  in  the  country.  I  shall 
Bot,  however,  deny  that  a  recruiting  officer  might 
Sil  up  his  ranks  among  them  as  quick  as  among 
any  other  people. 

Sir,  having  made  no  allusions  to  "black  faces 
and  leather  aprons"  myself,  I  presume  the  gen- 
tleman did  not  mean  what  he  said  on  that  subject 
as  an  answer  to  my  argument,  but  designed  it  for 
other  purposes.  Hoping,  therefore,  that  it  may 
have  the  desired  effect,  I  shall  leave  him  to  enjoy 
the  benefit  that  is  to  be  derived  from  such  rea- 
soning. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  after  making 
a  few  introductory  remarks,  on  the  course  which 
had  been  pursued  in  the  discussion  of  the  details, 
as  well  as  the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  which 
be  reprehended  as  furnishing  the  most  unequivo- 
cal tokens  that  its  friends  were  about  if  possible, 
to  limit  the  freedom  of  debate,  and  force  the  bill 
into  the  House  at  a  moment  when  several  import- 
ant amendments  were  about  to  be  tried  in  com- 
mittees—observed that,  in  rising  to  address  the 
Committee,  he  could  but  he  sensible  of  the  serious 
embarrassments  which  awaited  him  in  following, 
on  the  same  side  of  the  question,  the  gentleman 
from.  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Wsbster,)  who  had 
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greatly  abridged,  if  he  had  not  entirely  exhausted, 
the  topic  be&re  them ;  and  whilst,  Mr.  H.  said, 
he  participated  in  the  pleasure,  which  all  had  en- 
joyed, in  hearing  the  unanswerable  argument  of 
that  gentleman,  (an  argument  that  had  scarcely 
left  the  bbnoraoie  Speaker  [Mr.  Clay]  an  inch 
of  gronnd  to  stand  upon,  notwithstanding;  the 
vigor  and  elasticity  of  his  genius,)  he  should  en- 
deavor to  a  Void  a  repetition  of  any  of  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  howeyet 
difficult  the  task,  when  speakinp;  on  the  subject. 
If,  however,  he  could  glean  a  single  topic  which 
had  not  been  gathered  in  the  abundant  harvest 
which  had  crowned  the  efforts  of  that  gentleman, 
he  should  regard  his  own  exertions  as  not  abso- 
lutely useless  and  unimportant. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  hoped  that,  in  his  reply  to  tbe 
honorable  Speaker,  he  would  offer  some  atone- 
ment for  the  trespass  he  was  now  about  to  make 
on  the  patience  of  the  Committee,  when  he  in- 
formed them  that,  at  least  in  reference  to  those 
parts  of  the  gentleman's  argument  in  which  he 
sustained  himself  by  the  force  of  British  authority, 
that  he  would  meet  him  by  English  doctrine,  also| 
and  he  undertook  to  affirm  that,  notwithstanding 
the  ingenuity  with  which  these  authorities  had 
been  used,  there  was  more  to  be  found  in  British 
precept  and  example  to  admonish  us  to  avoid  the 
policy  which  the  honorable  Speaker  was  desirous 
of  forcing  upon  his  country,  than  the  reverse. 

And  here,  at  the  very  outset,  Mr.  H.  said,  he 
would  take  occasion  to  remaric  that,  if  Adam 
Smith  (an  authority,  by  the  way,  much  contemn- 
ed by  a  certain  school  of  political  economists  in 
this  enlightened  age  and  country)  could  have 
risen  from  his  grave,  and  heard  some  of  the  extra- 
ordinary opioions  of  the  honorable  Speaker,  this 
worthy  old  philosopher  would  indeed  have  be- 
lieved that  the  world,  ever  since  his  exit  from  it,, 
had  been  in  a  slumber  as  profound  as  that  which 
had  visited  his  own  tomb.  He  would  have 
thought,  with  good  reason,  that  all  those  antici- 
pations of  the  progress  of  truth,  and  the  conse- 
quent extirpation  of  error,  which  he  had  cherished 
in  a  generons  love  of  his  species,  had  indeed  been 
the  idle  dreams  of  a  foolish  and  vain  philosophy 
— for  he  would  have  met  here  the  very  dogmas  of 
that  school  of  restriction  and  monopoly  which  it 
had  been  the  chief  business  of  his  valuable  life  to 
refute  and  overthrow.  But  there  would  have 
been  in  reservation  for  him,  one  astounding  cir- 
cumstance for  which  he  would  have  been  alto- 
gether unprepared — and  that  is,  to  have  heard  the 
pathetically  and  poetically  drawn  pictures  of  the 
present  distress  and  debility  of  our  country  attribu- 
ted to  the  freedom  of  our  trade,  and  the  overflow- 
ing abundance  of  our  agriculture!  However 
much  the  narrative  of  these  diseases,  and  their 
causes,  might  have  surmised  him,  the  catholicon 
which  is  proposed  for  tneir  cure,  would  have  been 
more  a  subject  for  his  especial  wonder  and  specu- 
lation— a  remedy  which  embraces  in  their  most 
potent  combination,  the  old  and  exploded  ingredi- 
ents of  monopoly  and  restriction.  But,  Mr.  H. 
said,  his  business  was  rather  with  the  living  than 
with  the  dead.    Before,  however,  he  dismissed 
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this  branch  of  the  subject,  he  would  say,  if  we 
were  disposed  to  throw  aside,  as  refuse  lumber,  all 
that  had  been  written  by  this  great  man,  on  a  sub- 
ject to  which  he  had  brought  a  philosophic  spirit, 
enlightened  by  the  most  extraordmary  endowment 
of  intellect,  formed  by  the  most  propitious  oppor- 
tunities for  observation,  and  warmed  by  as  en- 
larged a  philanthropy  as  ever  animated  the  human 
breast,,  it  would  be  well  to  advert,  for  one  moment, 
to  the  past,  and  even  present,  situation  of  our 
country,  in  reference  to  the  great  resources  of  its 

Productive  wealth.  If  the  tree  was  to  be  judged 
y  its  fruits,  it  might  be  inquired  how  it  was  that, 
in  spite  of  our  deplorable  fatuity  and  blindness,  in 
running  counter  to  the  favorite  maxims  of  this 
school  of  restriction,  this  country  should  have 
prospered,  and  still  prospers,  beyond  all  example. 
Yes,  sir,  it  might  well  be  asked,  if  high  or  pro- 
hibitory duties  on  imports  are  essential  to  the  pro- 
per development  of  the  industry  of  a  nation,  how 
It  comes  to  pass  that,  within  the  ordinary  dura- 
tion of  the  life  of  man,  we  may  be  said  to  have 
built  up  an  empire  of  such  vast  power,  and  pos- 
sessing, within  itself,  such  varied  resources  of 
wealth  and  happiness. 

Serious  distrust  must  be  entertained  of  any 
scheme,  having  for  its  objects  a  diversion  of  the 
capital  and  labor  of  the  country,  when  we  look 
about  us,  from  one  end  of  this  continent  to  the 
other,  and  see  so  many  monuments  of  what  the 
enterprise  of  our  people  had  effected  in  the  ordi- 
nary channels  in  which  it  had  been  employed; 
and,  if  one  or  two  of  these  memorials  of  the  in- 
dustry of  our  people  were  selected,  they  would  be 
amply  sufficient  for  the  argument,  without  a  more 
comprehensive  collection.  If  it  were  desirable  to 
see  what  the  commerce  of  the  country  was  capa- 
ble of  effecting,  a  reference  to  New  York  and 
Boston  would  satisfy  this  inquiry.  There  might 
be  seen  the  rise  of  cities,  the  rapidity  of  whose 
progress  is  without  a  parallel,  in  ancient  or  modern 
times.  If  it  was  necessary  to  ascertain  what  sort 
of  wonders  the  results  of  agriculture  could  achieve, 
it  is  only  requisite  to  turn  to  the  Wesc,  and,  within 
the  period  measured  by  the  contemporary  recollec- 
tion of  the  youngest  of  us,  to  see  a  wilderness  sub- 
dued, a  vast  and  intelligent  population  created 
and  sustained  by  the  prolific  treasures  of  the  earth. 
It  might  indeed  be  seen,  that,  since  the  peace  of 
'82,  by  the  conjoint  operation  of  commerce  and 
agriculture,  seven  millions  had  been  added  to  our 
population,  eleven  States  to  the  Confederacy,  in- 
numerable tracts  of  fertile  territory  brought  into 
successful  culture,  and,  in  spite  ot  all  tnat  had 
been  said,  a  vast  and  almost  incalculable  sum 
added  to  the  active  capital  of  the  country. 

Before,  therefore,  we  acquiesce  in  the  necessity 
of  changing  the  existing  employment  of  capital, 
in  our  country,  which  has  confessedly  done  so 
muph  for  us,  there  are  a  few  salutary  truths, 
which,  however  old-fashioned  they  may  be,  it 
may  not  be  unimportant  to  notice. 

One  of  the  first  of  these  is,  that  the  production 
of  a  country  must  depend  on  its  capital  and  labor, 
and  that  the  latter  bears  a  just  proportion  to  the 
degree  of  skill  and  industry  with  which  the  for- 


mer may  be  employed ;  now  it  follows  as  a  fair 
corollary  from  these  principles,  that  labor  and 
capital,  if  left  to  their  own  direction,  will  always 
seek,  and  find,  their  most  prosperous  exercise  and 
investment,  and  that  this  may  be  safely  confided 
to  the  sagacity  of  individuals  who,  by  a  law  of 
nature,  invariable  in  its  operation^  will  pursue  that 
department  of  industry  which  promises  to  yield 
eitner  immediately  or  ultimately  the  greatest 
profit.  Thus  it  is.  In  the  words  of  a  popular  au- 
thor, that,  ''  whenever  any  thine  is  to  be  made  by 
a  particular  employment  of  industry,  it  wants  do 
encouragement;  where  there  is  nothing  to  be 
made,  it  deserves  none.'' 

We  may.  at  least,  be  certain  cf  one  fact,  that 
no  divine  alchemy  has  been  revealed  to  us,  that 
we  can,  at  pleasure,  produce  wealth,  by  legislating 
an  alteration  in  the  pursuits  of  our  peojue.  We 
may,  it  is  true,  disluro  the  ordinary  operations  of 
labor,  and  increase  the  profits  of  a  given  branch 
of  industry ;  but)  as  the  whole  of  our  society  musi 
make  up  its  aggregate  account  of  profit  and  loss, 
what  is  added  to  one  class  as  profit,  in  the  way  of 
encouragement,  must  be  taken  from  the  other,  in 
the  way  of  a  tax  and  consequent  loss.  To  con- 
clude tnis  part  of  the  inquiry,  if  there  is  any  truth 
which  appears  to  be  sustained  by  experience,  it  is, 
that  the  only  consequence  resulting  from  the  in- 
terference of  Government  in  the  employment  of 
labor  and  capital,  is  to  give  to  them  an  artificial 
distribution,  and  to  coerce  them  into  less  profitaUe 
pursuits,  than  if  left  to  be  disposed  of  and  con- 
trolled by  their  natural  owners,  who  are  most  sen- 
sible of  their  value,  most  responsible  for  their  use, 
and  have  the  greatest  immediate  interest  in  their 
successful  employmenL 

These  remarkt^  Mr.  H.  said,  he  made  without 
indulging  in  any  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  domestic 
manufactures  of  the  country,  and  that  he  was 
prepared  to  admit  that  they  were  to  be  encoor- 
aged  precisely  to  the  extent,  and  no  further,  than 
this  encouragement  was  not  calculated  to  dis- 
courage the  other  great  sources  of  the  productive 
industry  of  the  country.  And  here  he  would  take 
occasion  to  say  that  the  imposition  of  the  duties 
on  imports  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  furnished 
in  all  a  reasonable,  and  in  many  a  high  rate  of 
encouragement,  to  which,  if  were  added  the  inci- 
dental charges  on  importations,  and  with  which 
the  foreign  article  was  almost  exclusively  bur- 
dened, the  manufactures  received  aU  the  protec- 
tion to  which  they  were  in  justice  entitled,  and 
all  that  the  country  could  afiord  to  pay.  When, 
therefore,  the  gentlemen  who  were  in  favor  of  the 
scheme  of  immense  taxation,  involved  in  the  luil 
on  the  table,  were  so  regardless  of  the  past,  and 
so  perfectly  gratuitous  io  their  assumption  of  facts, 
as  to  found  their  arguments  on  the  basis  that  there 
was  no  sort  of  protection,  except  to  a  few  favored 
articles,  they  must  be  prepared  to  say  that  an 
average  duty  of  nearly  twenty-five  per  cent,  on 
the  consumption  of  the  country  was  nothing,  or 
to  admit  that  there  was  something  so  incurably 
defective  in  the  manufactures  of  the  country,  that 
nothing  short  of  prohibition,  or  the  exclusion  of 
all  foreign  competition,  could  furnish  a  fair  return 
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for  their  productions,  or  force  them  into  an  un- 
Datural  existence. 

The  opinions  of  the  former  Secretary  of  the 
Treasurv,  Mr.  Alexander  Hamiltonj  have  been 
much  relied  on,  and  his  celebrated  report  on  man- 
ufactures (unquestionably  a  very  able  and  ingeni- 
ous State  paper)  has  been  quoted,  but  often  with 
a  gross  perversion  of  the  scope  of  the  argument 
of  that  great  statesman.    Great  as  was  his  admi- 
ration, said  Mr.  H.,  of  the  talents  of  this  statesman, 
he  was  not  prepared  to  take  his  opinions  on  this 
subject,  or  that  of  Government,  without  some 
quaiifcation  and  limit.    General  Hamilton  was 
a  contemporary  of  the  younger  Pitt,  and  they  may 
have  been  said  to  have  b^n,  at  the  same  time, 
prime  ministers  of  their  respective  countries.    It 
IS  perfectly  obvious  that  General  Hamilton  rather 
looked  to  the  practice  of  Pitt,  (whom  he  resem- 
bled in  the  grandeur  of  genius,)  than  to  the  writ- 
ing of  Adam  Smith,  and  the  French  economists. 
His  opinions  came,  therefore,  from  the  mintage  of 
the  restrictive,  exclusive,  and  jealous  systems  of 
trade  and  finance,  which,  in  spite  of  the  occasional 
theories  of  Pitt,  oppressed  his  whole  scheme  of 
Government.    But,  as  clear  and  emphatic  as  Mr. 
Hamiliton  was  in  his  report,  he  could  have  formed 
no  conception  of  the  extent  to  which  his  doctrines 
would  be  pushed,  by  his  present  avowed  disciples, 
who  have  attempted,  with  singular  injustice,  to 
give  currencj  to  their  schemes  of  violent  taxation 
and  oppressive  monopoly,  by  the  authority  of  his 
name.    As  the  present  question  is  oHe  of  figures, 
perhaps  the  best  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  what 
sort  of  encouragement  Mr.  Hamilton  deemed  ne- 
cessary for  the  development  of  the  manufacturing 
capacities  of  the  country,  would  be  given,  by  com- 
paring the  rates  of  duties  which  he  proposeOj  with 
those  in  the  bill  now  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Commitee.    Mr.  H.  said  he  would  now  advert 
to  a  few  of  these  items. 

We  will  begin  fiist  with  an  article  of  universal 
use  and  importance — nails — on  which  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton proposed  placing'  an  import  duty  of  two 
cents  per  pound ;  by  the  bill  on  your  table  this 
duty  is  raised  to  fire  cents  per  pound.  Fire-arms 
and  military  weapons  he  rated  at  15  per  cent,  ad 
valorem;  you  have  raised  it  to  25  or  30  per  cent. 
Manufactures  of  steel  generally,  on  which  he 
proposed  a  duty  of  7^  per  cent.,  the  bill  on  your 
table  has  raised  variously,  from  25  to  100  per  cent. 
Articles  of  copper  and  brass,  which  he  arranged 
at  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  ten  per  cent.,  are  now 
placed  in  the  tariflT  under  consideration,  at  a  rate 
of  duty  as  exorbitantly  advanced  as  that  on  arti- 
cles manufactured  of  steel  and  iron.  He  recom- 
mended a  duty  of  two  cents  per  gallon  on  import- 
ed spirits,  of  the  first  class  of  proof;  the  duty  now 
proposed  is  fixed  at  38  cents.  Articles  of  which 
hemp  is  the  component  part,  he  puts  down  at  10 
per  cent,  ad  valorem ;  your  bill  provides  that  they 
should  be  variously  burdened  with  a  duty  from 
30  to  140  per  cent.  Mr.  H.  said  he  would  not 
fatigue  the  Committee  by  any  further  enumera- 
tion, which,  if  extended  throughout  all  the  classes 
of  articles  embraced  in  General  Hamilton's  report, 
would  be  found  to  sustain  the  great  difference  of 


opinion  which  existed  between  that  gentleman 
and  his  self-created  disciples,  as  to  what  might  be 
deemed  a  fair  protection  to  the  domestic  industry 
of  the  country,  and  what  was  in  fact  a  system  of 
undisguised  prohibition.  But  there  is  one  point 
on  which  this  statesman  is  at  least  fairly  at  issue 
with  the  advocates  of  the  proposed  tariff.  General 
Hamilton  certainly  looked  rather  to  an  ultimate 
reduction  of  the  duties  on  imports,  after  domestic 
competition  had  been  brought  fairly  into  opera- 
tion, than  that  these  duties  should  be  progressively 
increased ;  and  it  was  an  emphatic  maxim  of  his, 
that,  if  an  article  required  repeated  and  continued 
bounties  and  duties  to  nourish  its  production,  it 
was  a  proof  that  the  country  was  not  prepared  ifor 
its  manufacture,  and  that  it  was  unwise  to  attempt 
to  force  it  into  a  precarious  and  labored  existence. 
When  these  two  opinions  of  this  |^reat  man  are 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  cardinal  principles 
with  which  he  sets  out,  that  the  raw  materials  of 
manufactures  should  be  generally  admitted  free 
of  duty,  it  will  be  obvious  that  his  opinions  have 
been  grossly  perverted,  by  being  pushed  to  an  ex* 
tremity  which  he  never  did  or  never  could  have 
contemplated. 

The  true  question,  however,  submitted,  is  not 
whether  the  results  of  manufacturing  labor  be 
profitable  or  advantageous  to  the  country  or  not, 
(for  there  is  no  man  so  silly  as  to  dispute  so  ob- 
vious a  truth;)  but  whether  this  or  anv  other 
species  of  labor  was,  in  a  Government  liKC  ours, 
to  be  fostered  by  a  scheme  of  partial  legislation, 
operating  as  a  bountv  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  tax 
on  the  other  ?  To  tnis  system  there  was  a  variety 
of  objections,  some  of  which  Mr.  H.  said  he  bad 
endeavored  to  prove  were  applicable  to  prindiple 
itself,  and  some  to  the  specinc  details  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  H.  said  he  did  not  know  that  he  could  treat 
the  subject  more  appropriately  as  to  what  re- 
mained to  be  said  by  himself,  than  to  attempt  an 
answer  to  some  of  the  topics  which  the  honorable 
Speaker  had  so  inffeniousljr  discussed;  for,  it 
might  be  well  said,  that,  if  his  argument  had  not 
produced  conviction,  it  at  least  had  copiously  sup- 
plied materials  for  inquiry  and  speculation. 

The  honorable  Speaker  began  his  effort  by  a 
strong  and  highly  wrought  contrast  between  our 
own  country  and  Great  Britain.  A  contrast 
which  hkd  been  so  delineated,  as  to  the  boldness 
of  the  outline,  and  the  disposition  of  light  and 
shade,  as  to  put  our  unfortunate  land  in  rather  an 
ill-favored  and  discouraging  aspect  That  the 
force  of  a  picture  depencb  as  much  on  the  hand 
of  the  painter,  as  on  the  subject,  he  believed, 
would  be  readily  admitted;  whilst  he  was  not 
prepared  to  enter  into  competition  with  the 
Speaker  in  the  graphic  energy  of  these  sketches, 
he  would  endeavor,  nevertheless,  to  vindicate  our 
poor  country  from  a  portion  of  the  reproach  of 
blindness  and  fatuity  which  has  been  cast  upon 
her. 

The  first  reply  which  he  should  offer  to  the 
ea^)08S  which  had  been  made  of  the  inflated  wealth 
of  Great  Britain,  was,  that  he  conceived  it  neither 
a  calamity  or  reproach,  that  our  country  was  not 
as  rich.    That,  after  all,  the  wealth  of  a  nation, 
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like  that  of  an  individual,  ought  to  be  estimated 
in  reference  to  its  expenditures;  the  mode  in 
"which  this  wealth  was  used  for  the  production 
of  the  greatest  amount  of  human  happiness  and 
virtue. 

He  believed  it  would  be  found  to  be  an  axiom 
as  true  in  politics  as  in  ethics,  that  wealth  was 
not,  perse,  the  swmmum  honwn ;  but  he  would  waive 
the  discussion  of  a  trite  subject,  and  say,  that,  if 
this  country  was  tried  by  even  the  standard  which 
the  Speaker  had  indicated,  she  would  suffer  nothing 
in  the  comparison.  But.  in  estimating  the  amount 
of  the  active  capital  of  the  two  countries,  the  great 
disnarity  in  their  relative  age  and  existence  ought 
to  be  considered.    The  one  was  a  nation  of  ten 
centuries,  and  the  other  emphatically  of  one.    It 
is  no  answer  to  this  argument  to  say,  that  we  were 
the  vigorous  offspring  of  the  older  country,  and 
started  into  life  with  all  that  vitality  which  eives 
an  impulse  to  the  maturity  and  growth  of  the 
mother  country.    This  is  not  true.    A  knowledge 
of  the  sources  of  wealth,  which  we  might  have 
learnt  bv  her  precepts,  or  even  example,  are  widely 
remote  from  that  gradual  accumulation  of  capital, 
which  is  the  result  of  labor  and  skill.    Our  fore- 
fathers came  here  without  money — they  did  not 
find  it  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  but  they  wrung 
it  from  our  soil  and  our  seas  by  the  grasp  of  an 
untiring  and  persevering  industry.    If,  therefore, 
all  the  circumstances  be  taken  into  account,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty,  he  believed,  in  proving 
that  the  progress  of  this  copntry  in  the  accumu- 
lation of  capital,  had  been  muck  greater  than  that 
of  Great  Britain,  in  the  same  period.    It  was  true 
that  the  indicia  of  this  accumulation  would  be 
dissimilar,  but  that  would  not  prove  our  acquisi- 
tions were  less  valuable.    From  the  peculiarities 
of  ouc  situation,  both  in  reference  to  the  extent 
of  our  territory  and  seas,  this  accumulation  had  a 
natural  irrepressible  tendency  to  agriculture  and 
eommerce,  to  the  opening  and  cultivation  of  ex- 
Mnsive  fields,  and  to  the  building  up  a  tonnage 
that  was  now  second  to  none  but  that  of  Great 
Britain,  and  which,  in  spite  of  all  that  had  been 
said,  was  increasing  more  rapidly  than  her  own. 
In  that  country,  with  a  small  territory  and  dense 
population,  the  accumulations  of  capital,  on  the 
contrary,  take  their  direction  to  manufactures, 
and  this  entirely  independent  of  the  force  of  legis- 
lation ;  for  human  laws  are  but  feeble  instruments 
in  comparison  with  the  force  with  which  the 
whole  economy  of  human  things  obey  the  dic- 
tates of  nature.    It  was,  indeed,  an  absurd  hy- 
pothesis, that  the  country  had  not  grown  rich,  be- 
cause its  fixed  capital  had  not  b^n  invested  in 
spindles  and  looms,  as  if  they,  according  to  the 
creed  of  a  certain  set  of  economists,  constitute  the 
only  true  wealth. 

Now,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would  take  occasion,  as 
the  most  appropriate  place,  to  remark,  that  the 
difference  in  the  extent  of  territory  and  density  of 
population  between  the  two  countries,  in  deter- 
mining the  price  of  labor,  had  produced  the  real 
difference  in  the  exhibition  of  their  separate  in- 
dustry. And  whilst  these  causes  would  give  to 
usj  forever,  a  decided  advantage  over  Great  Brit- 


ain in  agriculture,  and,  ultimately  iu  commerce, 
they  would,  nevertheless,  secure  to  her,  for  a  lon^ 
series  of  years,  a  superiority  in  manufactures. 
These  facts  would  be  obvious,  by  referring  to  sta- 
tistical tables,  that  were  accessible  to  all.  In  re- 
ference to  population,  it  was  to  be  observed  that, 
whilst  we  nave  not  any  thing  like  &^q  persons  to 
the  square  mile,  in  East  Flanders  there  are  554 
persons.  In  West  Flanders,  420.  In  Holland, 
362,  and  in  England,  distinct  from  Wales,  232. 
If,  therefore,  the  old  thirteen  United  States  pos- 
sessed the  population  of  England,  our  numbers 
would  exceed  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions. 
It  was  not,  therefore,  surprising,  that  the  price  of 
labor  should  be  eight  times  as  high  in  this  country 
as  in  Flanders,  and  four  times  as  hish  as  in  Eng- 
land. The  accumulation  of  capital  in  maoufac- 
tures  is  the  joint  result  of  a  comparatively  small 
territory,  dense  population,  and  surplus  capital. 
The  wnole  secret  was,  in  one  word,  to  be  found 
in  the  price  of  labor.  There  is,  in  fact,  a  species 
of  mechanism,  which  is  still  in  great  demand  in 
our  country,  a  demand  that  exceeds  the  supply, 
and  this  the  noblest  of  all  machines,  man.  Thus 
it  is,  when  we  come  into  competition  with  those 
nations  that  have  a  greater  quantum  of  population 
than  ourselves,  we  must  be  undersold,  and  conse- 
quently accumulate  less  capital.  Where  labor* 
saving  machines  can  be  used,  by  the  intervention 
of  inanimate  agents,  the  reverse  may  be  true,  from 
the  extraordinary  ingenuity  which  characterizes 
the  enterprise  of  our  people. 

The  honorable  Sf^aker,  apparently  fascinated 
by  a  contemplation  of  the  successful  industry  of 
England,  has  rather  attributed  the  results  of  this 
industry  to  her  legislative  regulations,  and  seems 
to  insist,  that  her  prohibitions  and  monopolies  have 

Erincipally  contributed  to  that  prosperity  which 
e  has  made  the  theme  of  his  eloquence  and  praise. 
To  determine,  a  priori,  as  to  the  causes  of  na- 
tional prosperity,  is,  perhaps,  after  all,  one  of  the 
most  difficult  problems  in  political  philosophy. 
But  the  discovery  that  'Great  Britam  owes  a 
large  portion  of  her  wealth  and  power  to  her  re* 
strict] ve  system,  may  be  well  calculated  to  excite 
surprise.  If  wealth  is,  indeed,  the  result  of  this 
species  of  legislation,  we  need  no  longer  sigh  for 
the  faculty  of  transmuting  every  thing  into  gold. 
Nothing  is  more  easy,  if  the  majority  will  it,  than 
to  pass  an  act,  cutting  off  all  our  intercourse  with 
the  rest  of  the  world,  by  prohibiting  their  products, 
and  we  shall  then,  indeed,  have  reached  ^'that 
millenium  which  is  celebrated  in  the  hosannas  of 
the  monopolists."  We  shall  then  command  ^  our 
own  consumption  ;"  "  for  imports,"  those  curses 
of  national  prosperity,  *^  will  then  cease" — a  ca- 
balistic phrase  of  the  most  ominous  import,  which 
is  no  where  so  well  understood  as  in  China. 

One  who  may  be  disposed  to  speculate  on  the 
causes  of  the  wealth  and  power  of  Great  Britain, 
will  no  doubt  save  himselr  a  vast  deal  of  trouble, 
by  opening  her  statute  book,  and,  in  the  compass 
of  a  few  pages,  find  in  her  bounties,  drawbacks, 
and  prohibitions,  the  true  secret  of  her  prosperity. 
This  embraces  a  more  easy  chain  of  reasoning, 
than  to  consider  the  thousand  peculiarities  result- 
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iog  from  the  climate,  insular  situation,  popula- 
tion, and  internal  resources  of  England — resources 
which,  by  the  means  of  an  immense  marine,  have 
been  nourished  by  the  other  three  quarters  of  the 
^lobe,  not  only  b^  the  profits  of  commercial  inter- 
course, but  by  military  appropriation.    And  here 
is  offered  a  fair  occasion  to  advert  to  the  fallacy 
of  the  estimate  of  the  Speaker,  (Mr.  Cla,Y;)  who, 
in   giving,  from  statistical  data,  a  view  of  the 
great  resources  of  Great  Britain,  founded  his  cal- 
culations upon  the  population  of  the  United  King- 
dom, at  twenty-four  millions ;  taking  ours  at  ten, 
he  was  able  to  work  a  sum  which  left  his  own 
country  somewhat  in  the  vocative,  but  it  was  im- 
portant to  the  success  of  this  argument,  that  the 
whole  external  and  colonial  population  of  Great 
Britain  should  be  omitted..   No  account  was  taken 
of  the  millions  that  are  subject  to  her  sway,  in 
Asia,  Africa,  and  America,  who  are  her  consu- 
mers on  her  own  terms,  and  who  are  paying 
countless  subsidies  to  her  resources.    Not  a  wave 
of  the  Ganges  rolls  to  the  ocean  that  does  not  bear 
some  tribute  to  her  wealth  or  her  power.    But  the 
foundations  of  this  power  were  laid  long  before 
Oreat  Britain  was  a  manufacturing  nation,  when, 
indeed,  she  imported  almost  all  her  manutactures 
from  tne  Continent.    The  statesman  who  finds  in 
her  prohibition  of  the  export  of  wool,  and  her  corn 
laws,  the  true  sources  of  her  greatness,  has  discov- 
ered, indeed,  the  royal  road  to  mathematics.    But 
it  is.  to  say  the  least  of  it,  not  a  little  singular, 
whilst  the  honorable  Si>eaker  is  insisting,  in  this 
House,  that  the  prohibitory  system  of  England 
has  mainly  contributed  to  ner  wealth  and  great- 
ness, that  Lord  Liverpool  should,  in  St.  Stephen's, 
be  holding  precisely  opposite  language.    This  is 
not  all.    Every  intelligent  statesman  in  the  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain,  no  matter  whether  in 
the  Opposition,  or  on  the  Ministerial  benches,  de- 
plores, as  a  serious  misfortune,  the  very  restrictions 
which  we  are  about  to  rivet  on  our  country.    This 
portion  of  the  argument  has  been  so  entirely  occu- 
pied by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
W£B8TER,)  that,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  was  not  willing 
to  weaken  the  force  of  what  that  gentleman  had 
said,  whose  statements  were  confirmed  by  every 
arrival  from  England. 

Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  in  this 
country,  and  in  this  House,  in  reference  to  the 
magic  wonders  which  the  exorbitant  or  prohibitory 
duties  of  Great  Britain  have  worked,  in  the  pro- 
ductive industry  of  that  country,  the  honorable 
Speaker  might  have  found,  in  the  very  author  of 
which  he  has  made  such  frequent  and  copiotis  use, 
a  paragraph  which  is  pregnant  with  instruction, 
and  shows  at  least  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
is,  in  some  points,  even  at  issue  with  his  own  au- 
thority. In  Lowe's  "  Present  State  of  England," 
{a  work,  by  the  way,  which,  takeo  as  a  whole,  fur- 
nishes an  argument  rather  against,  than  in  favor, 
of  the  restrictive  system,)  p.  168,  he  commences 
a  section  with  this  significant  interrogatory : 

**Art  our  manufaetura  aeiuaJly  benefited  by  pro- 

iteiing  dutiee  P    That  sueh  is  the  case,  and  in  a  very 

conaiderable  degree,  too,  is  the  opinion  of  the  majority 

«f  our  agricultarists.    It  is  true,  however,  only  in  a 


slight  degree,  as  soon  vrlll  be  apparent  from  the  fol- 
lowing facts.     The  total  value  of  British  manu&ciare, 
annually  prepared,  whether  for  home  consumption  or 
export,  was  computed,  in  1812,  by  Mr.  Colqahoun, 
at  £133,000,000.      Since  then,    their  quantity  hat 
greatly  increased ;  but»  as  their  price  has  received  a 
material  reduction,  we  shall   probably  deviate  little 
from  the  truth,  in  assuming  that  sum  as  a  fair  repre- 
sentation of  their  aggregate  value.    But,  of  this  very 
large  amount,  more  than  £80,000,000  consist  of  the 
three  great  articles  of  cottons,  woollens,  and  hardware ; 
none  of  which  receive  protection  from  custom  duties, 
our  manufactures  being  enabled,  by  inherent  advan- 
tages, to  tepel  foreign  competition,  and  even  to  meet 
pur  rivals  in  their  own  markets.    Thus,  our  cottons 
are  cheaper  than  those  of  France,  Germany,  or  the 
Netherlands!  from  various  causes-^the  import  of  the 
raw   material   is  somewhat  leas  ezpen:iive,  our  ma- 
chinery is  superior,  our  supply  of  fuel  more  abundant, 
and  the  capital   emploved   subject  to  a  leas  heavy 
charge  of  interest.     In  hardware,  we  possess  a  similar 
advantage  in  point  of  fuel  and  capital,  with  farther 
aids  in  the  carriage  of  the  ore  by  water,  and  in  a  sub* 
division  of  labor,  to  which  the  Continent  in  no  degree 
approaches.     If,  in  woollens,  our  superiority  be  less 
decisive,  and  if  the  quality  of  cloth  be  more  substan- 
tial, the  fact  is,  that,  from  our  power  of  giTing  long 
credit  to  Americans,  and  others,  we  as  yet  retain  pos- 
session of  most  of  the  foreign  markets." 

From  this  passage,  it  would  appear  that  Lowe 
is  by  no  means  as  well  acquainted  with  the  true 
source  of  the  manufacturing  success  of  his  own 
country,  as  bur  politicians.    He  has  the  folly  to 
attribute  this  success  to  the  capital,  population, 
fuel,  subdivision  of  labor,  and  internal  navigation 
of  England  ;  we  have  the  wisdom  to  trace  these 
effects  to  a  few  exploded  regulations,  which  would 
now  render  any  man  in  the  House  of  Commons 
a  laughing-stock,  if  he  were  to  attempt  to  uphold 
them.    The  conclusion  to  which  I  wish  the  Com- 
mittee to  arrive  on  the  force  of  this  unezception- 
aUe  authority,  is  that,  in  reference  to  the  three 
great  articles  of  woollens,  cottons,  and  hardware, 
the  custom-house  duties  of  Great  Britain  furnish 
no  protection  to  the  manufacturer,  from  the  causes 
which  Lowe  has  unfolded.    And  here  it  will  be 
important  to  observe,  that,  in  those  manufactures 
which  England  has  endeavored  to  protect  b^  a 
series  of  duties  amountin|^  to  prohibition,  her  fail- 
ure has  been  the  most  signal.    The  fact  was  so 
fully  illustrated  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts^ from  statements  as  copious  as  they  were 
authentic,  that  he  should  not  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee with  a  recital  of  authorities  that  have  al- 
ready been  so  iudiciouslv  urged.    Mr.  H.  said,  he 
would  cloae,  therefore,  this  part  o(  the  argument, 
with  this  remark,  that  the  cause  of  the  failure  of 
the  results  of  any  kind  of  labor,  be  it  manufacturing 
or  otherwise,  is  very  frequently  to  be  found  in  the 
effectof  a  system  of  bounties,  of  which  high  protect- 
ing duties  are  a  species.  They  operate,  in  fact,  as  a 
premium  to  indolence  and  a  want  of  skill,  and^  if 
combined  with  the  absence  of  competition,  (which 
foreign  importations  can  only  steadily  sustain,) 
they  convert  all  the  monopolists  that  they  create, 
into  so  many  tax-gatherers,  who  levy  their  con- 
tributions on  their  own  terms.    The  cause ^of  all 
this  is  to  be  found  in  a  principle  strongly  radicated 
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in  the  human  mind,  the  true  law  of  its  mobility 
and  power^  that  success  in  any  given  branch  of 
industry  will  always  bear  an  exact  proportion  to 
the  intensity  of  the  competition  of  those  who  are 
engaged  in  it.  This  is  true  in  arms,  philosophy, 
mechanic  arts,  and  letters.  The  principle  is  in 
nature ;  we  cannot  extirpate  or  control  it.  -  Ex- 
ceptions to  the  rule  do  not  alTect  its  general  truth, 
which  is  sustained  by  the  almost  invariable  ex- 
perience of  life. 

The  honorable  Speaker,  after  descanting  with 
his  usual  eloquence  on  tne  resources  of  Great 
Britain,  (which  be  attributes,  as  has  been  before 
said,  to  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  her  protecting 
jwlicy,)  has  felt  the  necessity,  in  recommending 
this  scheme  of  government  for  our  adoption,  to 
make  some  provision  in  his  argument,  for  the  ob- 
jections which  might  be  urged  against  it,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  internal  taxes,  to  which  high  or  prohib- 
itory duties,  such,  indeed,  as  those  contained  in  the 
bill  on  your  table,  would  necessarily  lead.  And, 
although,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  did  not  dream  for  a  mo- 
ment that  the  agriculturists  of  this  country  would 
submit,  for  any  length  of  time,  to  the  burdens  of  an 
excise,  to  pamper  the  avarice  of  a  corps  of  monop* 
olists,yet,  as  the  Speaker  had  not  contented  him- 
self with  palliating  the  system  of  British  taxation, 
but  even,  in  combination  with  the  poor-rates,  had 
made  it  the  theme  of  his  praise,  it  might  be  worth 
a  momentary  inquiry  to  ascertain  what  burdens 
the  people  ot  England  bear,  in  all  the  multiplied 
forms  of  imposts,  assessments,  and  excise.  Mr. 
H.  said,  he  would  not  fatigue  the  Committee  by 
any  details ;  the  aggregate  mvolved  in  the  propo- 
sition was  enough  for  his  purpose.  He  should 
not  deem  it  worth  his  while  to  lay  any  stress  on 
the  difference  in  the  public  debt  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, although  the  most  enthusiastic  eulogists  of 
E^land  might,  perhaps,  be  able  to  discover  some 
difference  between  a  debt  of  eight  hundred  mil- 
lions sterling,  and  one  of  twent)r-four  millions 
sterling ;  between  a  debt  which  it  is  fally  within 
our  power  to  extinguish,  without  impairing  any 
of  the  valuable  institutions  of  the  country,  in  the 
short  period  of  nine  years,  (at  least,  if  the  bill  on 
your  table  does  not  become  a  law,)  and  a  debt 
whose  final  reduction  bafles  all  human  calcula- 
tion, and  must  be  regarded,  even  by  the  statesmen 
of  England,  as  a  problem  as  hojieless  in  its  prob- 
able result,  as  it  is  inscrutable  in  its  character.  In 
reference,  nowever,  to  the  difference  in  the  actual 
taxation  of  the  two  countries,  it  is  of  a  nature  so 
widely  at  variance,  that  it  is  impracticable  to 
compare  them  with  any  logical  or  financial  ac- 
curacy. It  has  hitherto  been  the  distinguishing 
felicity  of  this  country  ihat  we  have  been  almost 
entirely  exempt  from  the  pressure  of  taxation,  as 
this  word  of  fearful  import  is  practically  under- 
stood in  Europe.  This,  perhaps,  has  been  as 
much  the  result  of  the  mode  by  which  the  na* 
tional  revenue  is  collected  as  of  tne  specific  light- 
ness of  the  burden.  This  scheme,  by  which  our 
contributions  are  obtained  through  the  medium 
of  imposts  at  the  custom-house,  may  well  be  de- 
scribed as  one  of  the  most  beautiful  contrivances  of 
modern  times,  and  as  a  mode  of  assessment  pecu- 


liarly adapted  to  a  Grovernment  like  ours.  If  we 
were  called  upon  to  say  what  two  principles  in 
our  institutions  were  most  homogeneous  to  tbeir 
character,  we  should  certainly  answer,  our  ex- 
emption from  a  Church  establishment,  as  cooQect* 
ed  with  State,  and  this  mode  of  ievyitig  the  public 
burdens,  by  which  coercion,  its  harshest  feature,  is 
taken  from  taxation,  and  the  contribution  is  not 
only  exactly  proportioned  to  the  ability,  but  the 
inclination  ot  the  individual.  In  other  words,  an 
individual  is  compelled  to  pay  in  the  way  of  con- 
sumption no  more  than  he  is  pleased  to  pay,  and 
in  effect  he  may  be  said  to  levy  his  own  tax. 

The  patriot  who  desires  the  immortalitf  of 
this  confederacy,  cannot  offer  ap  a  more  appro- 
priate  prayer,  than  that  this  scheme  of  fioanclal 
polity  may  oe  perpetual.  But,  in  England,  bf 
what  a  widely  dissimilar  process  are  the  public 
contributions  levied  !  Whilst  the  amount  raised 
by  customs  is  eleven  millions  sterling,  the  whole 
amount  of  her  taxation  is  equal  to  sixty-four  mil- 
lions under  the  various  heads  of  assessed  taxes, 
stamp,  excise,  dbc.  The  excise,  the  most  onerous 
of  all— extorting  from  the  people,  by  its  inexor- 
able gripe,  twenty-nine  millions  steriinfif ;  a  sum 
considerably  more  than  one-third  of  the  whole 
amount  of  her  taxes,  which  aggregate  is  equal  to 
the  enormous  sum  of  25  per  cent,  on  the  total  na- 
tional income. 

But  the  process  of  reasoning,  by  which  the  hon- 
orable Speaker  makes  out  that  we,  in  fact,  pajT) 
per  capita,  a  gre&ter  amount  of  taxation  than  is 
paid  by  the  people  of  England,  is,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  an  amusing  fallacy.  Could  the  honorable 
Speaker  make  out  bis  statement,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  English  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  there 
is  little  doubt  that  it  would  be  applauded  as  a 
novelty,  not  less  than  the  discovery  of  the  longi- 
tude. But,  notwithstanding  our  proneness  to  be- 
lieve to  be  true,  whatever  is  agreeable,  we  must 
think  the  gravity  of  Mr.  Robinson  or  Mr.  Huskis- 
son  would  be  very  seriously  invaded,  if  the  notable 
secret  was  unfolded  to  them,  that,  in  effect,  the 
tax  paid  by  each  subject  of  Great  Britiiin  was 
equal  to  three  shillings  and  seven  pence  sterlings 
while  the  tax  paid  by  each  soul  m  the  United 
States  was  four  shillings  and  six  pence  sterling. 

The  process  by  which  this  result  is  established 
is  as  ingenious  as  the  conclusion  itself.  The  hon- 
orable Speaker  puts  down,  as  tax  payers,  the  labor- 
saving  machines  of  England,  which  he  &^°^^^^ 
as  equal  to  a  population  of  at  least  two  hundred 
millions,  to  which  he  adds  the  real  population  of 
twenty-one  millions  five  hundred  thousand;  the 
public  burdens  he  then  divides,  not  among  the 
payers,  the  21,500,000,  (a  number  much  bevond 
those  who  do  actually  sustain  the  public  burdens, 
as  will  be  presently  demonstrated,)  and  thus,  or  a 
calculation  altogether  gratuitous  and  conjecturai, 

fmts  down  our  labor-saving  population  of  ten  mil- 
ions,  passing  an  aggregate  to  our  credit  of  ^^?^J 
millions,  in  this  most  extraordinary  sum.  "fj^ 
out  stopping  to  inquire  how  any  man,  who  na'* 
not  the  arithmetical  combination  of  Sir  I«»c 
Newton,  the  patience  of  Job,  and  the  age  of  Me- 
thusaleh,  could  be  able  to  calculate  the  relatiFe 
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power  of  population,  to  every  horse,  ox,  stream, 
mill,  water  wheel,  and  every  other  mechanical 
a^nt,  in  that  country,  as  well  as  in  our  own,  it  is 
a  sufficient  answer  to  this  argument,  to  observe, 
that  as  these  inanimate  contrivances  neither  eat 
nor  drink,  they  are  at  least  beyond  the  friendly 
toae h  of  the  malt,  sal t,  or  beer  excise.  And ,  there* 
fore,  the  very  subject  forbids  the  calculation,  or 
renders  it  perfectly  unavailing. 

From  Lowe's  tabular  statement,  from  which 
the  honorable  Speaker  has  taken  his  estimate,  it 
would  be  seen  that  the  burden  paid  by  each  person 
in  England  is  equal  to  three  pounds  two  shillings 
sterling,  in  this  calculation  the  tax  receivers,  as 
^well  as  the  tax  payers,  the  paupers,  pensioners, 
and  placemen,  are  included.  If  these  were  de- 
ducted^ how  different  would  be  the  result  of  the 
saa>;  itwould,make  the  burdens  upon  each  actual 
payer  equal  to  ten  pounds. 

Our  taxation  is  also  put  down  at  nine  shillings 
per  capUoj  a  sum  which  may  be  demonstrated, 
perhaps  accurately  enough  for  the  books  of  the 
cUstom-house ;  but  who  feels  this  tax  ?  For  we 
may  be  assured  that  after  all,  the  weight  of  a  pe» 
euniary  burden  is  better  ascertained  by  the  pockets 
of  the  people,  than  by  the  reveries  of  a  fiuaDcier, 
however  ingeniously  he  may  work  his  dead  reck- 
oning. A  tax  is  more  surely  measured  by  sensa- 
tion than  fif^ures. 

To  the  ingenious  tribute  of  praise  which  the 
honorable  Speaker  had  paid,  not  to  the  resources 
of  Great  Britain,  but  in  some  degree  to  the  means 
by  which  they  were  extracted,  he  could  only  say, 
that,  whilst  he  wished  his  country  in  possession 
of  these  resources,  he  would  not  consent  to  take 
them,  with  the  scheme  of  taxation  by  which  they 
are  brought  forth  and  ascertained.    The  honorable 
Speaker,  aware,  however,  that  by  adopting  a  sys- 
tem of  commercial  restriction,  which  would  di- 
minish our  revenue  from  imports,  a  resort  to  inter- 
nal taxes  would  be  inevitable — he  very  wisely 
smoothed  the  way  for  the  entry  of  what  might  be 
to  a  certain  deflree,  the  concomitant  of  his  parental 
''  American  policy."    The  excise  !    Which  he  tells 
us  he  contemplates  with  any  thing  but  feelings  of 
alarm  and  consternation.    One  might  almost  say 
that  he  looks  at  this  monster,  whom  we  are  about 
to  domesticate,  with  the  same  complacency  that  a 
philosopher  would  survey  a  mammoth,  in  specu- 
lating on  his  bones  and  magnitude.    He  differed 
altogether  from  the  Speaker,  in  believing  for  a 
moment  that  this  terrible  and  vexatious  inquisition 
would  be  borne  by  our  people — an  inquisition  that 
in  England  is  unmatched  by  any  thing  that  even 
religious  bigotry,  in  its  infernal  conceptions,  has 
imagined  to  vex  and  annoy  its  victims,  in  the 
shape  of  a  pragmatic  interference  in  all  the  ordi- 
nanr  concerns  of  life,    it  contains  within  itself  a 
multiform  and  pitiful  despotism,  that  may  be  well 
said  to  knock  at  every  roan's  door,  to  wait  at  his 
elbow,  to  weigh  in  scales  of  the  greatest  capacity, 
and  minutest  subdivision,  every  morsel  of  human 
subsistence  that  he  puts  in  his  mouth. 

It  is  by  the  great  powers  of  extraction  this  happy 
contrivance  possesses,  which  at  once  unites  the 
suction  and  flexibility  of  an  elephant's  proboscis, 


that  these  great  resources  are  brought  forth,  on 
which  the  honorable  Speaker  has  so  largely  des* 
canted — a  contrivance  which  extorts  from  a  single 
article,  be  it  the  ^  poor  man's  salt,  and  rich  man's 
spice,''  a  sum  nearly  equal  to  the  entire  expend i« 
ture  of  our  Government.  Yes,  this  ingenious 
piece  of  tnechanism  lifts  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
people  of  England  from  twenty-nine  to  thirty 
millions  sterling  annually — an  amount  consider- 
ably beyond  our  funded  debt;  which  sum,  to  use 
the  language  of  Lowe,  ^*  bears  on  the  comforts  of 
life,  and  interferes,  more  or  less,"  "  directly,  with 
the  extension  of  productive  industry." 

Mr.  H.  said,  in  concluding  this  notice  of  the 
Speaker's  theory  of  taxation,  positive  and  com- 
parative, he  could  not  resist  the  temptation  of 
quoting  from  a  writer  whose  views  on  the  subject 
of  British  taxation  were  somewhat  at  variance 
with  those  of  that  gentleman.  Mr.  H.  said  he 
was  aware  he  was  now  touching  on  tender  ground, 
for  he  was  about  to  name  a  reviewer,  a  personage 
who  had  fallen  under  the  sneers  both  of  the 
Speaker  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Conunittee  on 
Manufactures.  Nevertheless,  he  would  venture 
to  quote  from  Mr.  Jeffrey,  and  present,  for  the 
amusement  of  the  Committee,  one  of  the  most 
graphic,  and  he  believed  faithful  pictures,  that 
truth  and  wit  had  ever  concurred  in  producing. 
Mr.  Jeffrey  says,  that  the  unfortunate  Englishman 
pays  <<  taxes  upon  every  article  which  enters  into 
^  the  mouth,  or  covers  the  back,  or  is  placed  under 
'  the  foot';  taxes  upon  every  thing  which  it  is 
'  pleasant  to  see,  hear,  feel,  smell,  or  taste ;  taxes 
^  upon  warmth,  light,  and  locomotion ;  taxes  upon 
'  every  thing  that  comes  from  abroad  or  is  grown 
'  at  home ;  taxes  on  the  raw  material ;  taxes  on 
'  every  fresh  value  that  is  added  to  it  by  the  in- 
'  dustry  of  man ;  taxes  on  the  sauce  which  pam- 
'  pers  man's  appetite,  and  the  drug  that  restores 
^  him  to  health ;  on  the  ermine  which  decorates 
'  the  judge,  and  the  rope  which  hangs  the  crimi- 
'  nal;  on  the  poor  man's  salt,  and  the  rich  man's 
'  spice ;  on  the  brass  nails  ot  the  coffin,  and  the 
^  ribands  of  the  bride ;  at  bed  or  board,  couchant 
'  or  levant,  we  must  pay.  The  school-boy  whi[)s 
^  his  taxed  top;  the  beardless  youth  manages  his 
'  taxed  horse^  with  a  taxed  bridle,  on  a  taxed  road ; 
'  and  the  dying  Englishman,  pouring  his  medi- 
'  cine,  which  has  paid  7  per  cent.,  into  a  spoon 
'  which  has  paid  15  per  cent.,  makes  his  will  on 
'  an  £8  stamp,  and  expires  in  the  arms  of  an 
'  apothecary,  who  has  paid  the  license  of  an  £100 
'  for  the  privilege  of  putting  him  to  death.    His 

*  whole  property  is  then  immediately  taxed  from 
'  2  to  10  per  cent.  Besides  the  probate,  large  fees 
'  are  demanded  for  burying  him  in  the  chancel ; 

*  his  virtues  are  handed  down  to  posterity  on  taxed 
'  marble,  and  he  is  then  gathered  to  his  fathers  to 

*  be  taxed  no  more." 

Mr.  H.  said  he  would  not  detain  the  Committee 
by  dwelling  on  the  pauperism  and  poor  rates  of 
England,  although  ne  might  well  be  tempted  to 
do  so  from  the  example  of  the  honorable  Speaker, 
who  had  found  even  something  to  commend  in 
these  stupendous  evils.  He  would  more  especi- 
ally refrain  from  this  discussion,  because  he  could 
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not  entirely  attribute  these  calamities  to  the  re* 
strictive  system  of  Great  Britain,  although  they 
were  ascribable,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  to 
Ihe  sudden  and  tremendous  fluctuations  in  the 
price  and  demand  for  labor,  to  which  manufac- 
cures  were  peculiarly  liable.  He  would  take  occa- 
sion to  say  that,  in  spite  of  the  honorable  Speak- 
er's fervid  encomium  on  the  British  system,  which 
he  wishes  to  naturalize  as  an  American  policy, 
that  there  must  be  something  radically  wronff  m 
the  polity  ot  any  country  where  one-sixth  of  its 
population  is  in  a  state  of  vagrant  mendicity,  de- 
pending for  their  bread  on  the  other  five-sixths. 

When  our  landholders  support,  at  a  cost  exceed- 
ing the  revenue  of  our  country,  between  two  and 
three  millions  of  outcasts,  sunk  into  the  lowest 
condition  of  human  degradation,  whose  vicious 
habits  and  unparelleled  debasement  require  the 
compass  of  a  volume  of  168  pages  to  detail,  and 
whose  infernal  orgies  surpass,  in  their  moody 
horrors,  all  that  the  genius  of  Dante  or  Milton 
has  conceived  when  most  fertile  in  a  loathsome 
sublimity,  we  might  be,  indeed,  prepared  for  the 
lament  which  has  been  so  piteously  sung,  of  our 
'industry  paralyzed,  our  unavailing  labor,  de- 
creasing capital,  bankruptcy,  and  ruin !" 

The  honorable  Speaker,  after  disposing  of  these 
topics,  comes  at  length  to  the  consideration  of 
the  diseases  under  which  the  country  is  laboring. 
The  disease  which  he  has  discovered  is  remarka- 
ble enough,  but  his  remedy  is  no  less  curious.  It  is 
at  least,  according  to  his  own  showing,  "a  pleth- 
oric ill;"  ibr  in  his  own  words,  the  fatal  infirmity 
which  is  bringing  us  to  the  brink  of  the  grave, 
"  is,  that  our  production  exceeds  our  consumption." 
By  which  we  are  to  understand,  that,  in  reierence 
to  subsistence,  we  raise  more  than  we  can  con- 
sume or  can  sell  at  exorbitant  prices.  For  no 
man  will  pretend  to  assert  that  the  price  of  wheat 
and  every  species  of  bread-corn  dOes  not  bear  a 
strict  relation  to  the  price  of  every  thing  else  which 
we  can  have  to  sell,  and  must  be  so,  from  the  im- 
mutable principles  of  exchangeable  value.  What, 
however,  in  reierence  at  least  to  subsistence,  is  re- 
garded as  a  great  blessing  in  other  countries,  is 
considered  as  a  curse  in  this — that  the  poor  man's 
bread  should  be  cheap,  and  attainable  by  the 
smallest  sum  of  human  labor.  It  is  from  this  part 
of  the  Speaker's  argument  that  it  can  be  demon- 
strated that  the  scope  of  his  '^American  policy" 
is  to  make  bread  dear  and  labor  cheap — that  is  to 
say,  that  the  farmer  and  the  master  manufacturer, 
between  them,  may  grind  the  laborer  down  to 
their  own  terms.  Heicomplains  that  there  is  too 
much  labor  directed  to  agriculture,  and  too  little 
to  manufactures.  The  consequence  must  be,  that 
there  is  an  excess  of  subsistence  and  deficit  of 
hands  for  manufactures ;  by  which,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  in  reference  to  the  latter,  wages  are  too 
high.  He  then  puts  the  case — ^'  Suppose  ^ve  hun- 
dred thousand  hands  were  drawn  from  agricul- 
ture and  directed  to  manufactures ;  what  a  market 
would  it  open  to  the  farmer!"  This  may  be. ad- 
milted,  but  mark  the  result.  The  competition  for 
employment  among  the  five  thousand  would  ne- 
cessarily tend  to  lower  the  rate  of  wages,  whilst 


their  subtraction  from  agricaltare,  if  it  operated 
as  the  honorable  gentleman  caicalated,  is  to  in* 
crease  the  price  of  subsistence.     If  this  last  expec- 
tation is  not  realized,  there  is  no  lure  held  out  to 
the  farmer  to  embark  in  an  experiment,  the  burdeo 
of  which,  he  may  be  assured,  he  will,  in  the  end, 
have  to  Dear.    But  the  probable  conaequence  re- 
sulting from  this  project  is,  that  whilst  the  price 
of  lalx>r  would  be  diminished,  tbe  price  of  agri- 
cultural products  would    remain   the  same--at 
least  uninfluenced  by  the  home  supply  and  home 
demand.    It  has  been  justly  said,  that  the  surplus 
of  grain  exported,  however  little  that  surplus  may 
be,  is  the  measure  of  its  price.     It  has  b€«n  more- 
over with  equal  accuracy  remarked,  that  as  long 
as  land  is  so  cheap,  the  price  of  ^rain  will  bear 
an  exact  proportion  to  the  price  of  labor,  adding 
merely  the  interest  on  the  capital,  vested  in  the 
land,  necessary  for  its  production.      In  a  graio- 
growing  country,  like  this,  it  is  a  gross  fallacy  to 
suppose  that  the  farmer  can  ever  receive  the  exor- 
bitant prices  which  h^  has  obtained  for  his  grain, 
except  from  the  wants  df  other  countries,  or  from 
a  comparative  famine  in  his  own — the  result  of 
unfavorable  seasons.    The  truth  iA,  that  wheat  is 
as  hiffh  now  as  any  thing-else  in  the  market;  and 
if  it  has  fallen  fifty  per  cent.,  so  have  lands  and 
houses,  ships,  cotton,  and  all  the  other  articles  of 
human  use  and  employment.     But,  for  tfae  sake 
of  argument,  adndit  that  there  is  this  iarse  surplus 
of  grain  rotting  on  our  hands,  as  the  hooonble 
Speaker  is  pleased  to  remark.     Is  not  a  coontry 
comparatively  happy,  that  its  surplus  should  con- 
sist of  the  primary  subsistence  of  life,  by  which 
bad  seasons  and  the  sudden  exigencies  of  war  may 
be  corrected  1    How  different  is  the  situation  of  a 
country  whose  surplus  consists  of  manufactures, 
(an  evil  that  has  often  befallen  Great  Britain, 
and  is  amply  illustrated  by  her  experience,)  wbich 
a  starving  population  cannot  eat !. 

The  next  remark  of  the  honorable  Speaker  is, 
<^that  England  takes  from  us  about  five  millions 
sterling  value  of  cotton,  out  of  w^hich  she  makes 
twenty-two  millions."  By  which  we  are  to  un- 
derstand that  the  precise  amount  of  her  profit  is 
the  precise  amount  of  our  loss. 

Tnere  might  be  some  force  in  this  argumeot,  u 
it  could  be  proved  that  the  very  instant  the  five 
millions  value  of  cotton  reached  England,  that 
moment,  by  the  wand  of  enchantnoent,  it  was  con- 
verted into  twenty-two  millions  sterling,  and  which 
conversion  might  have  taken  place,  had  ^^^^ 
it  at  home.    But,  when  it  is  considered  that  Eng- 
land has  to  vest  in  fixed  capital  and  labor,  in  fact, 
a  larger  amount  in  proportion,  to  produce  the 
iwentjr-two  millions,  than  we  have  to  raise  the 
five  millions,  what  becomes  of  the  triumph  of  this 
discovery  ?    It  only  proves  that  we  find  it  mw 
advantageous  to  raise  the  raw  material,  than  to 
manufacture  it.    To  remove  all  sort  of  ^oubtor 
diflficulty  from  this  argument,  it  may  be  illustrated 
by  a  plain  example.    A  planter  at  the  South  has 
vested  in  lands  and  negroes  a  hundred  ^^^*f*'^^ 
dollars,  by  which  he  makes  two  hundred  bales  oi 
sea-island  cotton,  which  sells  for  $15,000,  ffiw"? 
him  a  profit  on   hi^  capital,  after  deduetiflg  ^' 
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penses,  of  12  per  cent.  A  maDufactarer  who  works 
up  this  cotton,  may  produce  a  valae  infinitely 
increased,  but  he  has  had  to  vest  a  larger  amount 
of  capital,  and  so  employ  a  greater  quantum  of 
labor,  when  all  of  which  are  deducted,  his  profits 
caDnot,  in  the  long  run,  exceed  those  of  the  planter. 
That  they  probably  will  be  less,  it  proved  from 
two  facts  :  that  the  rate  of  interest  and  the  price 
of  labor  are  higher  in  this  country  than  in  Eng- 
land. 

It  might  l)e  admitted  that  the  honoriible  Speaker 
could  make  out  his  proposition,  if  we  had  actually 
existing  in  our  country,  languishing  for  the  want 
of  emj^oyment,  an  amount  of  fixed  capital,  and 
labor  necessary  to  work  up  these  fire  millions 
sterling  value  of  raw  cotton ;  but,  when  the  re- 
Terse  is  precisely  the  case ;  when,  in  fact,  all  the 
capital  we  have  is  beneficially  employed  in  the 
existing  channels  of  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
manufactures;  when  we  have,  in  spite  of  all  that 
has  been  said,  no  idlers,  except  those  whom  dis- 
ease or  immorality  has  doomed  to  mendicity ; 
w^hen  the  departments  of  human  industry  are  full ; 
w^hen  no  man  is  a  drone,  except  througn  his  own 
perversity ;  when,  in  fact,  lahor  and  subsistence 
are  in  a  wholesome  and  exact  proportion  to  each 
other ;  what  possible  solidity  is  there  in  this  argu- 
ment of  the  Speaker's,  of  which  it  might  be  said. 
that  it  is  destitute  even  of  plausibility,  but  for  the 
characteristic  ingenuity  with  which  it  has  been 
urged? 

The  discussion  of  this  subject,  Mr.  H.  said, 
brought  him  to  canvass,  in  the  natural  order  of 
the  Speaker's  argument,  a  point  in  which  he  was 
willing  to  confess  he  fell  the  most  lively  as  well  as 
the  most  profound  interest.  Although  not  a  cot- 
ton planter  himself,  yet  it  was  his  peculiar  fortune 
to  represent  that  portion  of  the  State  of  Sooth 
Carolina  engaged  m  the  production  of  sea-blandy 
cotton,  a  section  that  had  more  staked  in  the  des- 
perate and  unholy  game  about  to  be  plaved,  than 
any  other  part  of  this  Union.  He  woula,  indeed, 
prove  recreant  to  his  trust  if  the  topic  did  not 
challenge  his  keenest  sympathies  and  best  exer- 
tions. That  the  Committee  might  form  some 
estimate  of  the  value  of  this  branch  of  the  indus- 
try of  South  Carolina^  he  would  bring  a  few  facts 
to  their  notice ;  for,  it  was  by  the  cultivation  of 
this  beautiful  staple  which  unites  in  itself  the  val- 
uable properties  of  silk  and  wool,  that  riches  and 
comfort  had  been  lavished  on  that  section— a  re- 
gion that  was  not.  however,  exempt  from  that  de- 
pression in  the  value  of  property  and  the  price  of 
Its  products^  which  was  common  to  the  whole 
country,  i  et,  this  cultivation  had  done  so  much 
for  its  inhabitants,  that  it  was  not  surprising  that 
they  felt  sach  an  intense  interest  in  the  continu- 
ance of  its  profits.  It  had  reclaimed  from  a  fast- 
coming  poverty  worn-out  fields,  which  had  been 
for  many  years  appropriated  to  the  ill  requited 
cultivation  of  indigo ;  and,  as  if  by  the  work  of 
enchantment,  transferred  wealth  and  abundance 
to  those  spots  which  seemed  to  have  been  cursed 
by  the  fiat  of  nature  with  an  irremediable  sterility. 
Mr.  H.  said  that  he  could,  if  he  were  not  afraid 
of  exhausting  the  patience  of  the  Committee,  refer 


to  the  statistics  of  an  island,  which  formed  a  por- 
tion of  the  district  he  represented,  to  illustrate  the 
incalculable  value  of  this  staple,  and  the  miracles 
he  might  almost  say  its  production  had  effected. 
This  spot  was  the  Island  of  Edisto,  which,  as 
would  be  seen  by  the  map  of  South  Carolina,  was 
about  forty  miles  south  of  Charleston.  Thirty- 
five  years  since,  it  was  inhabited  by  a  few  plant- 
ers, who  were  engaged  in  the  culture  of  indigo, 
and  who  wrung,  by  hard  industry,  from  a  reluc- 
tant soil,  a  scanty  subsistence.  Then  the  largest 
income  which  any  one  planter  was  able  to  realize 
scarcely  exceeded  a  thousand  pounds  sterling ; 
now,  by  the  introduction  of  the  long  staple  cotton, 
he  knew  one  individual  whose  crop  had  sold  for 
fifty  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  This  island, 
scarcely  twelve  miles  long  and  four  wide,  was 
then  inhabited  by  six  or  seven  planters;  it  is  now 
almost  as  thickly  settled  as  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticutj  and  exhibits,  in  the  sobriety,  moderation, 
religious  and  moral  worth  of  its  inhabitants,  a 
singular  example  of  triumphant  industry.  It 
wonld  be  here  that  Franklin  might  see,  if  he  were 
alive,  a  beautiful  illustration  of  his  thousand  wise 
and  frugal  maxims.  Mr.  H.  said  that  he  had  se- 
lected an  individual  picture,  to  bring  home  to  the 
Committee,  more  emphatically,  a  knowledge  of 
what  the  cotton  culture  had  done  for  his  country, 
although  his  remarks  were  applicable  to  a  large 

f portion  of  the  Sea^Island  district  of  South  Caro- 
ina.  It  was,  nevertheless,  true^  as  he  had  re- 
marked, that  the  planters  in  this  section  shared 
in  that  depression  which  is  coratnon  to  every  de- 
partment of  the  industry  of  the  Union,  excepting 
those  from  which  we  heard  the  most  clamor  for 
relief.  This  would  be  understood  when  it  was 
known  that  Sea  Island  cotton  had  fallen  from 
fifty  or  sixty  to  twenty-five  cents — a  fall  even 
greater  than  that  which  has  attended  wheat,  of 
which  we  have  heard  so  much ;  as  if  the  grain- 
growing  section  was  the  only  agricultural  interest 
which  had  suffered.  But,  nevertheless,  the  mar- 
ket of  England  for  this  staple,  was  of  vital  im- 
portance ;  it  was  not,  therefore,  strange  that  the 
apprehension  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  before  you 
had  carried  into  the  hearts  of  this  portion  of  our 
common  country,  the  emotions  of  dismay  and 
bitterness.  They  perceive  the  whole  value  of  their 
labor  menaced  by  a  probable  destruction  of  the 
existing  market  for  this  staple^  which  is  better' 
adapted  to  the  soil  and  climate  of  the  seacoast  of 
South  Carolina,  than  any  other  that  can  possibly 
be  cultivated.  Whilst  the  planters  of  this  region 
do  not  dread  competition  in  the  foreign  markets 
on  equal  terms,  from  the  superiority  of  their  cot- 
ton, they  entertain  a  well  founded  apprehension, 
that  the  restrictions  contemplated  will  lead  to  re- 
taliatory duties  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  which 
must  end  in  their  ruin. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  he  could  not  better  express 
their  fears  on  this  subject  than  to  read  to  the  nouse 
an  extract  from  an  able  and  feeling  memorial 
which  he  had  some  weeks  since  the  honor  of  pre- 
senting from  the  citizens  of  Beaufort,  South  Caro- 
lina. A  single  paragraph  would  be  abundantly 
sufiScient: 


^95 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS- 


2196 


H.  OP  R. 


The  TaHff  BiU. 


Apbil,  1824. 


'^Your  memorialuts  ivould  refpeetlully  observe, 
thtt,  engaged  in  common  with  their  fellow-citizens  of 
the  Soath  in  agricaltural  pnrsuite,  they  are  the  culti- 
vators of  that  species  of  cotton  for  which,^  it  is  noto- 
rious, the  manufacturing  establishments  of  our  coun- 
try furnish  no  demand  whatever ;  that  the  quantity  of 
fine  cotton,  annually  produced,  is  already  beyond  the 
consumption  of  Europe ;  that,  with  all  the  markets  of 
Europe  open  to  them,  the  staple  (for  which  alone 
their  lands  are  calculated)  is  depressed  to  the  grievous 
injury  of  the  planters ;  that  to  them,  (whatever  it  may 
be  to  others  of  their  fellow-citizens  engaged  in  culti- 
vating the  inferior  cottons,)  the  loss  of  a  foreign  mar- 
ket would  be  the  annihilation  of  their  income/' 

I  know,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  these  fears  are  treated 
here  as  idle  and  visionary,  and  that  the  honorable 
Speaker  has  triumphantly  asked,  "whether  Great 

*  Britain  would  have  the  folly  materially  to  inters 

*  diet  the  import  of  our  cottons,  from  which  she 

*  makes,  annually,  upwards  of  twenty  millions, 

*  because  we  imposed  an  increase  of  duty  on  about 

*  a  million  and  a  halPs  worth  of  the  manufactured 
'article  returned  to  this  country?"  In  the  first 
place  the  Speaker  has  fallen  into  an  error  in  his 
estimjate.  The  bill  before  you  provides  for  the 
imposition  of  an  increase  of  duty  almost  prohibi- 
tory in  its  character  on  seven  millions  of  our  im- 
ports of  cotton  ^ods  from  Great  Britain,  and  has 
a  direct  operation  on  thirteen  millions  of  other 
articles  which  we  take  from  her.  But  the  Speaker 
assumes  as  a  fact  what  his  experience  as  a  states- 
man should  have  taught  him  some  caution  in 
adopting ;  that  nations  invariably  pursue  a  policy 
dictated  by  the  most  enlightened  views  of  profit 
and  advantage,  and  that  they  never  sacrifice  any 
thing  to  caprice  or  resentment.  Mr.  H.  said  he 
feared  that  the  very  measure  now  under  discus- 
sion was  about  to  illustrate  the  truth,  that  there 
was  no  folly,  however  stupid  and  perverse,  into 
which  nations,  as  well  as  individuals,  were  not 
prone  to  fall,  either  from  vanity  or  passion,  or 
that  misguided  avarice,  which  invariably  "  doth 
o'erleap  itself." 

In  relation  to  our  Upland  cottons.  Great  Brit- 
ain may,  without  dimculty,  in  the  course  of  a 
very  short  period,  supply  her  wants  from  Brazil — 
to  facilitate  which,  all  the  ancient  relations  of  a 
favored  intercourse  with  her  steadfast  ally,  Por- 
tugal, would  be  at  once  subservient.  When  it  is 
recollected  that  Brazil  produces  a  cotton  which 
occupies  an  intermediate  place  between  the  Sea 
Islands  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  and  the 
Uplands  of  New  Orleans,  which  the  daily  im- 
provement in  machinery  is  bringing  nearer  to  the 
former,  as  to  most  of  its  uses,  and  that  there  is  in 
thb  fine  region,  stretching  through  thirty-five  de- 
grees of  latitude,  from  the  Equator,  a  section  of 
country  admirably  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of 
this  staple,  greater  in  extent  than  the  whole  At- 
lantic States  of  this  Union,  the  reasonableness  of 
our  apprehensions  may  be  estimated,  as  well  as 
the  gross  iinpolicy,  by  injurious  duties  on  our  im- 
ports from  England,  of  driving  her,  either  from 
caprice  or  interest,  to  seek  other  adequate  sources 
of  supply.  How  long  the  exclusive  production, 
even  of  the  Sea  Island  cotton,  will  remain  to  our 


country,  is  yet  a  doubtful  and  interesting  problem. 
The  experiments  that  are  making  on  the  Delta  of 
the  Nile,  if  pushed  to  th«  ocean,  may  result  in  the 
production  of  this  beautiful  staple,  in  an  aban- 
dance  which,  in  reference  to  other  productions, 
has  long  blest  and  consecrated  Bg^^ptian  fertilitv. 
But,  the  circumstance  that  many  of  the  cosiij 
articles  of  luxury  which  are  now  made  of  Sea 
Island  cotton,  can  be  manufactured  of  silk  and 
flax,  coupled  with  the  fact  of  the  great  efibrts 
which  are  makine  in  Great  Britain  to  encourage 
the  former  establishments,  not  by  bounties  and 
monopolies,  but  by  their  destruction,  (for  these 
remedies  are  regarded  there  as  vile  quackeries,) 
will  tend  emphatically  to  prove  that  the  present  is 
an  awful  crisis  in  the  cotton  trade  of  the  country. 
We  are  told  by  the  honorable  Speaker,  that  our 
manufacturing  establishments  will,  in  a  very  short 
period,  supply  the  place  of  the  foreign  demand. 
The  futility,  I  will  not  say  mockery,  of  this  hope, 
may  be  measured  by  one  or  two  facts.    First,  the 
present  consumption  of  cotton  by  oar  maDofac- 
tories,  is  about  equal  to  one-eixth  of  our  whole 
production,  not  very  much  exceeding  80,000  bales; 
whereas,  the  crop  of  1824  may  be  fairly  estimated 
at  600,000  bags.    How  long  it  will  take  to  increase 
these  manufactories  to  a  scale  equal  to  the  con- 
sumption of  this  production^  he  could  not  ventare 
to  determine ;  but,  that  it  will  be  some  yetrs  after 
the  epitaph  will  have  been  written  on  the  forlanes 
of  the  South,  there  can  be  little  doubt.    Bat  sap- 
pose,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  the  whole  of 
the  cottons  of  the  South  could  be  worked -up  in 
this  country,  where  will  you  find  a  market  for  the 
articles  manufactured — not  at  home ;  for,  o(  the 
448,211  bales  of  cotton  which  Great  Britain  pur- 
chased of  this  country,  between  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary, 1823,  and  the  thirty^rst  of  December,  1823, 
she  has  sent  back  to  us,  according  to  the  best  cal- 
culations, in  the  shape  of  manufactured  article^ 
about  40,000  bags.    Sup{)0se,  however,  that  onr 
home  consumption  be  equivalent  to  140,000  bales, 
(which  is  an  enormous  estimate,)  where  are  yoa 
to  find  a  vent  for  the  articles  mann&ctured  of  the 
460  bags  that  will  remain  ?    In  South  America, 
the  honorable  Speaker  tells  us — but  what  a  fallacv 
have  we  here !    What!  whilst  we  dread  Brim 
competition  on  our  shores,  more  than  Hamilcar 
hated  the  Romans,  we  can,  nevertheless,  under- 
sell England  in  foreign  markets !    Yes ;  whilst 
we  are  told  that,  for  the  very  existence  of  mann- 
ofactures  that  have  been  in  operation  ten  or  fineefl 
years,  it  is  yet  necessary  to  lay  protecting  dau^ 
of  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cent.,  we  can, 
nevertheless,  traverse  the  ocean,  encounter freigW 
and  charges  and  duties  in  other  countries,  and 
compete  with  our  old  enemy,  who  is  so  maw 
dreaded  at  home.  How  this  is  to  be  effected  witfi- 
out  a  miracle,  Mr.  H.  said  he  was  at  a  loss  to  po^ 
ceive,  without  our  manufactures,  like  the  Proph- 
ets of  old,  were  more  honored  and  successful  abroafl^ 
than  at  their  own  firesides.  •. 

If  there  be  any  soundness  in  these  ^'J*^  |. 
would  lead  us  to  entertain  a  very  seriops  ais^flf 
of  the  belief  that  an  imposition  of  high  daiies 
would  not  lead  to  retaliation.    There  was  a  gefl" 
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eral  principle,  which  was  so  true  in  reference  to 
the  intercourse  of  nations,  that  it  might  well  he 
denominated  an  axiom,  wnich  was,  that  no  trade 
could  be  supported  long  between  them,  in  which 
there  was  not  a  mutally  beneficial  exchange  of 
their  seperate  products.  It  is  true  there  was  one 
ejcception  to  this  rule,  which  rather  went  to  prove 
its  truth,  and  that  was,  the  trade  with  China. 
This  trade  was  continued,  because  tea  was  the 
exclusive  product  of  the  latter,  and,  consequently, 
that  China  might  always  dictate  the  medium  by 
^which  the  exchanges  for  this  article  were  to  be  ef- 
fected ;  but,  if  tea  could  be  obtained  in  anv  other 
quarter  of  the  globe,  this  intercourse  would  have 
to  yield  to  the  universal  laws  of  trade. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  he  protested  against  any  infer- 
ence being  deduced  from  these  remarks,  that  he 
considered  the  trade  with  China  as  injurious*  He 
knew  the  reverse  to  be  eminently  true.  In  con- 
nexion with  this  topic,  he  would  take  occasion  to 
observe,  that  he  would  as  studiously  abstain  from 
discussing  the  balance  of  trade,  as  he  would  the 
history  of  witchcraft,  as  the  former  wtts  just  as 
absurd  and  exploded  a  folly  as  the  latter.  The 
time  was  fast  approaching,  when  it  would  be  quite 
as  great  a  reproach  to  the  understanding  of  a 
statesman,  to  indulge  in  the  absurd  dogmas  of  the 
one  as  the  other.  It  was,  however,  a  fact  not  to 
be  concealed,  that  a  direct  trade,  carried  on  by 
specie,  was  very  often  the  most  profitable,  for  rea- 
sons which  appeared  to  him  altogether  satisfac- 
tory. In  the  first  place,  specie  must  be  obtained 
by  A  product  which  a  nation  must  gain  by  the  en- 
gagement of  its  own  industry.  By  the  conver- 
sion of  this  product  into  monej^,  a  fresh  and  addi- 
tional value  has  been  effected,  if  the  exchange  has 
been  conducted  with  skill  and  sagacity.  When, 
therefore,  a  purchase  is  to  be  made  with  the  specie 
thus  obtained,  the  purchaser  enters  the  foreign 
market  with  tne  power  of  promptly  efiecting  his 
contracts  and  exchanges.  The  material  which  he 
uses  in  trade  has  been  burdened  with  a  light  im- 
position of  freight,  is  admitted  without  the  pay- 
ment of  duties,  and,  being  of  universal  use  and 
currency,  it  can  at  once  command  its  own  value, 
without  the  delay  and  expense  attending  a  trade 
which  is  carried  on  by  the  reciprocal  sale  and 
purchase  of  other  raw  or  manufactured  products. 
These  truths  were  so  obvious,  that  he  felt  asham- 
ed, almost,  to  state  them — but  for  the  plaintive 
notes  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Tod,)  that  our  country  was  fast  sinking  into  a  le- 
thargy from  this  roost  "  ruinous  drain  of  specie." 

Mr.  Hamilton  said  that  he  had  intended,  but 
for  the  time  he  had  already  consumed,  to  have 
gone  into  a  discussion  for  the  purpose  of  demon- 
strating that  the  bill,  so  far  from  promoting  what 
with  propriety  might  be  called  the  domestic  man- 
ufactures of  the  country,  was  calculated  to  have 
precisely  a  contrary  effect.  When  he  made  this 
remark  he  had  reference  to  those  innumerable  me- 
chanic arts  which  are  carried  on  with  such  unri- 
valled success  by  our  countrymen.  The  justice 
of  this  observation  might  be  appreciated  by  taking 
for  example  two  or  three  articles  of  prime  neces- 
sity— ^iron  and  hemp.    The  bill  provides  for  the 


grievous  imposition  of  high  duties  on  both  these 
articles.  For  what  purpose,  as  it  respects  the  first 
of  them  ?  To  help  the  countless  artisans  and  me- 
chanics that  are  engaged  in  working  up  this  ma- 
terial, in  all  the  various  and  minute  modifications 
to  which  it  is  applicable?  No.  On  them  (where 
there  is  the  largest  sum  of  industry  engaged)  it 
operates  as  an  onerous  tax.  The  effect  of  the 
duty  will  be  merely  to  pamper  the  oversown 
wealth  of  those  ironmasters,  as  they  were  indeed 
most  siffnificantly^  called,  whose  mines  were  in 
successful  operation,  or  to  give  a  sort  of  convul- 
sive, temporary^  and  galvanic  motion,  to  those 
that  were  sunk  into  a  condition  of  hopeless  insol- 
vency. The  true  causes  of  the  occasional  suc- 
cess, as  well  as  the  general  failure  of  the  iron 
works  of  this  country,  had  been  so  ably  unfolded 
hy  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  his  estimable 
friend,  (Mr.  Mercbb,)  that,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would 
not  detain  the  House  by  discussing  a  subject  on 
which  it  was  impossible  for  human  ingenuity  to 
cast  an  additional  ray.  When  this  article  was 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  burdens  levied  on 
hemp,  their  injurious  operation  against  one  descrip- 
tion of  our  domestic  manufactures  might  be  easily 
estimated — and  that  was  ship  building.  The  me- 
morials which  had  been  sent  from  the  several 
commercial  cities,  had  very  sufficiently  proved 
the  ruinous  extent  to  which  the  shipping  interest 
would  be  taxed.  That  the  contemplated  tariff 
would  be  equivalent  to  a  tax  of  from  seven  to 
ei^ht  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  each  vessel  that 
might  be  built,  these  memorials  established.  A 
ship  of  350  tons,  according  to  the  proposed  rate  of 
duty,  would  pay  $1,341  75 — not  including  the  tax 
on  a  chain  caole,  which  is  9250 or  $300 — an  amount 
of  duty  equal  to  the  cost  of  an  hempen  cable,  and 
therefore  miffht  be  regarded  as  prohibitory  of  the 
former  article.  All  this  was  of  most  pernicious 
pressure  on  a  large  class  of  laborers  engaged  in 
the  building  and  equipment  of  ships. 

Mr.  H.  said  there  was  a  radical  error  prevalent 
that  manufacturing  establishments,  in  other  words, 
looms  and  spindles,  were  productive  of  a  greater 
sum  of  human  industry  than  any  other  investment 
of  capital.  He  believed  that  ship  building  and 
navigation  employed  more  of  the  labor  of  human 
hands  than  any  other  pursuit.  When  the  various 
means  by  which  a  single  ship  is  set  in  motion  are 
taken  into  account^  some  estimate  may  be  formed 
of  the  truth  of  this  opinion.  To  illustrate  it  he 
would  ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  whilst 
he  read  a  statement  which  he  had  received  from 
a  merchant  of  the  city  of  New  York,  of  great  in- 
telligence and  respectability,  who  informed  him 
that  "it  requires  fifty  days  work  to  build  and 
equip  and  manufacture  the  articles  in  our  own 
country  for  every  ton  of  vessel. 

**Take,  for  example,  a  ship  of  300  tons,  and  allow 
120  days  to  build  her,  which  is  about  the  average 
time;  multiply  300  by  50,  makes  16,000  days  labor, 
to  manufacture  her  from  the  raw  material,  beginning 
with  the  timber  in  the  forest;  divide  15,000  by  120 
days,  the  time  required,  gives  you  the  number  of  peo- 
ple steadily  employed  to  build  ships  of  300  tons,  in 
120  days  time,  which  is  125  men. 
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**  The  capital  required  by  a  ship  builder  to  cartj  on 
the  whole  manufactor  j,  in  its  Tarioue  branches,  and  to 
build  1,S00  tons  a  year,  would  be  about  $25,000,  and 
in  that  ratio,  if  he  built  more  or  less. 

•*  Our  yard  built,  this  last  year,  2,200  tons  of  vessels; 
^nsequently,  if  I  am  correct,  has  employed  110,000 
days  labor;  and  the  average  of  the  yards,  I  should 
think,  would  be  about  60,000.  There  are  eight  yards 
in  this  city  which  manufacture  vessels.  Five  or  six, 
probably,  would  average  as  above — say  &ve;  60,000, 
multiplied  by  5,  would  be  300,000  days  labor,  in  one 
year,  in  .these  yards,  and  would  be  equal  to  the  em- 
ployment of  2,500  men  steadily  in  the  various  parts  of 
the  manufactory. 

'*  The  above  is  distinct  from  the  labor  necessary  to 
•ail,  load,  raise,  and  procure,  and  transport  the  load- 
ing, and  the  necessary  repair  for  ten  years.  A  ship  of 
350  tons,  in  ten  years,  will  have  cost  as  much  for  re- 
pairs as  she  did  originally,  when  new ;  it  requires  an 
average  of  60  men,  steadily  employed,  to  sail  her,  and 
keep  her  fit  for  use.  It  also  costs  18,900  days  labor  to 
raise,  bring  to  msrket,  and  fit  provisions  sufficient  to 
maintain  the  men  necessary  to  manufacture  1,000 
tons  of  ship,  and  keep  one  of  350  tons  steadily  em- 
ployed. 

"  The  number  of  houses  used  by  the  men  emoloyed, 
and,  consequently,  the  men  employed  to  build  those 
houses,  as  well  as  the  provision  required  for  them,  I 
have  not  calculated,  deeming  it  probable  the  above 
would  give  a  general  view  of  the  immense  manufac- 
ture of  ships;  and,  when  we  look  at  it  in  a  national 
point  of  view,  it  is  of  incalculable  importance.  The 
men  are  the  most  robust  and  hearty  to  be  found,  and 
a  class  always  that  will  be  most  required  should  we 
have  war. 

"  Reeapitulaium, — As  I  have  stated,  it  requires  50 
days  labor  to  manufacture  the  ship  and  outfits,  for  each 
ton ;  60  days  labor,  each  ton,  to  sail,  keep  her  in  re- 
pair, load  and  unload,  raise,  and  transport  sufficient 
Srodnce  to  keep  her  employed ;  and  will  require  28 
ays  labor,  for  each  ton,  to  raise  and  fit  provisions  for 
those  men  that  are  required  to  build,  fit,  sail,  and  re- 
pair, and  raise  the  produce,  to  keep  one  ton  of  vessel 
steadily  employed." 

It  is  against  this  domestic  manofactare,  which 
lias  contributed  so  much  to  our  wealth  and  glory, 
that  this  pernicious  tariff  strikes  a  reckless  blow. 
The  honorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Clat)  ventures  al- 
most to  intimate  that  he  thinks  it  a  perversion  of 
terms  to  call  a  ship  an  article  of  manufacture, 
which  it  has  been  so  justly  desienated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massacousetts,  (Mr.  Webster,) 
whose  defence  of  the  navigating  interests  of  the 
prosperous  city  he  represents  on  this  floor,  must 
entitle  him  to  its  lasting  gratitude  and  confidence. 

A  ship,  said  Mr.  H.^  is  the  ehe/dPauvre  of  manu- 
factures. Whilst,  in  its  construction  and  motion, 
it  sustains  a  greater  amount  of  human  industry 
than  any  other  mechanical  contrivance,  it  was  at 
once  the  noblest  triumph  which  man  had  achieved 
over  the  elements,  and  one  of  the  proudest  tro- 
phies of  his  genius.  No  one,  but  him  whose  soul 
IS  dead  to  every  eenerous  impulse,  can  witness 
this  beautiful  machine,  riding  with  apparent  su- 
premacy over  the  boisterous  main,  (which  but  for 
the  invention  would  have  fixed  impassable  bar- 
riers to  the  intercourse  and  civilization  of  the  hu- 
man species,)  without  feeling  new  pride  and  ex- 


ultation in  the  apparently  indefinite  capabilities 
of  man.  To  an  American,  this  spectacle  is  cal- 
culated to  convey  peculiar  emotions.  In  a  ship, 
he  may  see  the  emolem  of  his  covrntry's  prosperitr 
and  power — an  engine  which  has  lavished  weaUd 
on  our  shores  and  glorv  on  our  name. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  he  had  made  such  an  unrea- 
sonable trespass  on  the  time  of  the  Committee 
that  he  was  constrained  to  oflfer  a  very  brief  sum- 
mary, in  the  way  of  reply  to  the  remaining  posi- 
tions taken  by  the  honorable  Speaker.    One  of 
the  most  important  of  these  was,  that  the  passage 
of  the  tariff  would,  by  the  multiplication  of  man- 
ufactures, produce  a  steady  demand  for  labor.   If 
the  experience  of  Great  Britain  furnished  ao^  ia- 
struction  on  this  topic,  it  warranted  quite  a  differ- 
ent deduction ;  for  her  manufacturing  establish- 
ments supplied,  of  all  her  rarious  branches  of 
industry,  the  least  certain  demand  for  labor.   This 
resuitea  from  the  very  nature  of  thin^.    The  im- 
position of  an  import  duty  in  a  foreign  country, 
on  the  article  manufactured,  or  an  aboiitioo  o(ii^ 
use  by  the  very  caprice  of  fashion^  was  calculatai 
to  disturb,  very  seriously,  the  uniformity  of  this 
demand.    It  had  been  very  justly  said,  that  i 
whim  or  freak  in  a  Parisian  belie,  in  laying  aside 
a  fashionable  article  of  dress,   had  very  often 
thrown  thousands  out  of  employment,  and  carried 
starvation  and  beggary  in  its  train.    The  melan- 
choly circumstances  of  distress  so  often  exhibited 
in  the  manufacturing  districts  of  England,  afford- 
ed the  best  proof  of  this  tremendous  fluctuation. 
Nor  is  it  absolutely  certain,  if  the  Speaker  coald 
see  the  capital  of  the  country  vested  more  gener- 
ally in  manufactures,  that  he  would  find  a  cure 
tor  those  bankruptcies  which  he  says  hare  been 
of  such  frequent  and  fatal  occurrence,  and  which 
he  seems  to  consider  as  peculiarly  incident  to 
trade.    In  England^  the  failures  among  her  man- 
ufacturers bear  a  high  and  undue  proportion  to 
the  other  business  classes.    A  popular  journal  of 
our  own  country  furnishes  the  following  state- 
ment in  reference  to  this  topic :  "  We  have  taken 
<  up  the  first  English  magazine  that  came  to  hand, 
'  and  out  of  ode  hundred  and  forty  baokraptcies 
« in  the  month  from  November  14lh,  to  Decem- 
*  her  15th,  1821,  twenty  only  were  of  mercanule 
(  establishments,  and  the  othar  six-sevenths  of 
^  every  species  of  manufactures." 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  in  all  that  had  been  urged  v 
obiections  to  building  up  large  manufacturing^ 
taSlishments  in  this  country,  on  account  oi  ue 
morals  and  health  of  the  people,  (which  were  no 
insignificant  items  in  the  estimate  of  a  patriot  and 
statesman,)  he  fully  concurred.  That  a  few  cap- 
italists should  control  the  votes  of  three  or  lopr 
hundred  electors,  he  thought  an  evil  eibibim 
the  most  frightful  portents.  The  answer  whicn 
the  Speaker  had,  given  to  this  objection  ^ 
neither  sound  nor  satisfactory—"  that  all  W8^ 
employments  in  which  capital  is  used  fw '°f,Pj' 
chase  of  wages  are  liable  to  this  complsini-  » 
no  branch  of  human  industry  has  the  employer, 
however,  such  a  perfect  dominion  over  the  la- 
borer, and  in  none  is  the  latter  so  ^^^^^^^  ' 
pendent  for  his  bread  on  the  former.    The  rery 


2201 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2202 


April,  1624. 


THe  Tmf  BiU. 


H.  OP  R. 


occupation,  by  a  prostration  of  physical  enercy, 
bes^ecs  a  moral  subserviency  that  fits  the  man  for 
a  slave.    That  taste  must  be  vitiated,  indeed,  that 
would  prefer  seeing  a  fellow  creature  fixed  down 
to  a  loom  for  sixteen  long  hours  out  of  the  twenty- 
four,  emaciated  and  spiritless,  a  mechanical  rather 
than  an  intelligent  agent,  whose  mind  does  not 
travel  one  inch  beyond  the  monotonous  flight  of 
his  shuttle — ^to  the  contem|^lation  of  a  healthy, 
Ti^orou5,  and  independent  husbandman,  whose 
homestead,  poor  as  it  may  be,  gives  him,  in  feel- 
ing at  least,  the  independence  of  a  monarch,  and 
the  spirit  of  a  man.    Mr.  H.  said  that  he  would 
not  detain  the  Committee  by  pushing  the  inquiry 
into  this  part  of  the  subject,  through  all  the  af- 
fecting relations  connected  with  it,  in  relation  to 
the  health  and  morals  of  a  people  engaged  in 
manufactures.    He  would  say  nothing  of  the  hec- 
atombs of  human  beings  that  were  offered  up  at 
the  shrine  of  the  Mammon  that  presides  over 
these  establishments,  in  the  persons  and  fortunes 
of  the  unhappy  children,  scarcely  released  from 
the  helplessness  of  infancy,  that  were  brought  to 
be  devoured  by  this  Saturn.    The  pictures  which 
Southey  has  given  of  the  horrors  of  Manchester 
and  Birmingham,  in  which  the  poet  was  supposed 
to  have  blended  no  inconsiderable  portion  ot  mis- 
anthropy and  spleen,  will  not  long  remain  a  ques- 
tionable fiction  on  this  side  of  the  water.    The 
recent  discussion  in  the  Legislature  of  a  manu* 
facturing  State,  (fruitless  in  its  resulL  except  in 
demonstrating  the  existence  of  the  evils  intended 
to  be  remedied,)  whether  provision  should  be 
made  by  law  for  educating  the  two  thousand  five 
hundred  children  imprisoned  in  these  infernal 
chamel  bouses,  is  full  of  instruction,  and  shows 
that  we  are  gradually  and  shall  rapidly  arrive  (if 
this  tariif  is  foisted  on  the  country)  at  that  conai- 
tion  when  Espriella  himself  may  travel  through 
our  manufacturing  districts,  and  gather  abundant 
materials  for  a  fresh  narrative. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  he  had  intended  to  have  dis- 
cussed the  probable  effect  which  the  Speaker's 
'^American  and  paternal  policy"  (all  concreted 
and  concocted  in  the  bill  before  you)  would  have 
on  the  settlement,  and  consequent  price  of  our 
public  lands.  He  would  spare  the  Committee  this 
discussion,  and  make  but  a  single  remarks— that  it 
is  perfectly  obvious,  if  in  large  cities  and  small 
towns  and  villages,  more  especially  on  the  Atlan- 
tic frontier,  the  population  of  our  country  becomes 
more  concentrated,  by  the  temptation  which  will 
be  held  forth  of  immediate  employment  at  theae 
points,  by  the  establishment  of  manufactures,  the 
stream  oi  foreign  emigration  that  has  flowed  with 
a  full  and  prosperous  tide  to  the  West,  will  be  se- 
riouslv  arrested.  The  pecuniary  loss  in  the  di- 
minished value  of  the  public  lands,  which  would 
arise  to  the  country,  important  as  it  might  be,  was 
perhaps  insignificant  m  comparison  with  other 
considerations ;  and  these  considerations  rendered 
the  zealous  and  unbroken  support  which  the  gen- 
tlemen from  the  Western  States  had  given  the  tar- 
iff an  inscrutable  problem.  That  portion  of  ihe 
Union  could  participate  in  no  part  of  the  bill,  ex- 
cept in  its  burdens,  in  spite  of  the  fallacious  hopes 


that  were  cherished,  in  reference  to  'cotton  bag- 
ging for  Kentucky,  and  the  woollen  duty  for  Steu- 
nenville.  He  feared,  that,  to  the  entire  region  of 
the  West  no  '^  cordial  drops  of  comfort"  would 
come,  even  in  the  duty  on  foreign  spirits*  To  a 
large  portion  of  our  people,  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  solacing  themselves  with  Hollands,  Antigua^ 
and  Cognac,  Whiskey  would  still  have  "  a  most 
villanous  twang."  The  cup,  he  feared,  would 
be  refused,  though  tendered  by  the  hand  of  patriot- 
ism as  well  as  conviviality.  No — the  West  has 
but  one  interest,  that  is,  that  its  best  customer,  the 
South,  should  be  prosperous — ^that  our  revenue 
should  be  so  ample  as  to  preclude  the  necessity  of 
any  resort  to  internal  taxation — that  she  should 
not  be  coerced  in  reference  to  her  payments  for 
purchases  of  the  public  land.  He  would  go  fur- 
ther and  say,  that,  after  making  an  adequate  pro- 
vision for  the  public  debt,  that  this  Government 
could  not  adopt  a  more  wise  and  beneficent  policy 
than  to  expend  a  part  at  least  of  the  amount  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  those  great  works 
of  internal  improvement  which  are  so  necessary 
to  the  proper  development  of  the  resources  of  that 
interesting  region,  and  for  connecting  it  by  social 
and  commercial  intercourse,  with  every  part  of 
the  Atlantic  section.  To  enable  us  to  be  both 
lUst  and  generous,  our  finances  from  revenue  must 
be  unimpaired,  and  he  undertook  to  say  that  the 
existing  policy  of  the  country  would  be  snfilcient 
for  all  its  wants,  both  in  relation  to  the  public 
debt,  fortifications,  our  Army  and  Naval  Estab- 
lishments, if  not  paralyzed  by  the  odious  measure 
under  consideration,  which  would  alone,  he  be- 
lieved, prevent  the  funds  arising  from  the  sales  of 
the  Western  lands  being  appropriated  to  the  great 
and  enliffhtened  purposes  he  had  indicated. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  the  honorable  Speaker  had 
endeavored,  among  the  other  objections  to  the 
bill,  to  remove  those  to  which  it  is  most  particu- 
larly obnoxious,  on  the  ground  of  the  fostering 
patronage  it  would  aflford  to  smuggling^.  High 
duties  were  invariably  productive  of  this  perni- 
cious fraud.  The  spreaa  of  this  vice  wonld  be  in- 
finitely extended  by  the  influence  of  the  opinion, 
that  your  l^islation  is  partial  and  your  imposts 
unjustifiably  oppressive.  If  laws  do  not  concur 
with  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  community,  they 
are  feeble  instruments,  and  exist  in  your  statute 
book  as  memorials  of  taeir  own  impoteney.  Prior 
to  the  American  Revolution  the  injustice  of  Great 
Britain,  resulting  from  the  jealousy  of  her  colonial 
system,  led  to  the  most  skilful  violations  of  the 
revenue^  which  it  baffled  all  the  power  of  her  army 
on  shore,  and  her  marine  on  the  coast,  to  prevent. 
The  same  causes  will  produce  similar  results.  A 
sense  of  unmerited  wrong  inflicted  on  one  portion 
of  your  Union,  will  lead  even  the  virtuous  to  re- 
gard an  indulgence  in  this  offence  at  least  with 
apathy,  whilst  its  immense  profits  will  prove  an 
irresistible  lure  to  the  vicious.  For  the  commis- 
sion of  this  vice  our  coast  furnishes  the  most  ex- 
traordinary facilities,  in  its  extensiveness,  sparse- 
ness  of  population,  and  innumerable  indentures  by 
bays  and  rivers.  The  whole  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  with  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  men, 
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would  be  inadequate  to  the  protectiou  of  the  reve- 
nue, when  you  make  it  the  interest  of  the  worst 
portion  t)f  your  people  to  embark  in  the  hazards 
of  these  desperate  yet  profitable  enterprises.  Mr. 
Pitt,  after  trying  every  expedient  which  force  and 
Tiffilance  could  supply,  considered  as  hopeless  any 
other  remedy  than  a  reduction  of  the  duly  on  an 
article,  in  relation  to  which  he  desired  to  suppress 
smuggling.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  in  the  admin- 
istration of  this  statesman,  that,  having  ascertained 
that  the  country  consumed  ten  millions  of  pounds 
of  tea,  annually,  and  that  only  five  millions  were 
entered  at  the  custom-house,  he  was  induced  to 
lower  the  duty  50  per  cent. ;  the  consequence  was, 
that  it  ceased  soon  to  be  the  interest  of  the  smug- 

5ler  to  introduce  this  article,  as  the  rate  of  duty 
id  not  cover  the  risk  of  its  clandestine  introduc- 
tion. And  the  Minister  was  therefore  rewarded, 
as  the  fruit  of  his  intelligence,  with  a  revenue  from 
this  article  double  in  amount,  and  the  custom- 
house returns  forthwith  concurred  with  the  esti- 
mated consumption  of  the  country. 

It  is  not  alone  by  the  loss  of  revenue  that  smug- 
gling is  injurious ;  it  raises  up  a  class  of  men  who 
are  at  all  times  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  safety 
o{  the  community.  Men  who  are  habituated  to 
scenes  of  peril  and  daring,  and  tainted  with  "  the 
accursed  thirst  of  gold/'  which  gives  to  their 
wickedness  all  the  energy  of  courage,  and  to  their 
efforts  that  perseverance  which  belongs  to  avarice. 
One  of  the  best  accounts  he  had  met  with  of  the 
peculiar  character  of  these  people,  was  to  be  found 
m  a  description  given  by  Napoleon  to  O'Meara, 
of  the  smugglers  at  Dunkirk,  which  was  to  be 
found  in  the  mteresting  sketches  ^iven  by  the  lat- 
ter of  that  extraordinary  man,  who,  witn  all  his 
other  talents,  seems  to  have  shared  with  Tacitus 
the  faculty  of  striking  off  at  a  moment  the  most 
powerful,  faithful,  and  condensed  delineations. 
With  the  Speaker's  eulogium,  eloquent  as  it  was, 
of  this  remarkable  individual,  Mr.  H.  said  he  had 
neither  time  nor  inclination  to  cavil.  He  would 
merely  remark,  that  Bonaparte's  continenUl  sys- 
tem, on  which  that  gentleman  had  lavished  so 
much  encomium,  was  now  regarded,  he  believed, 
by  the  first  statesmen  of  Europe,  as  quite  of  a 
piece  with  his  expedition  to  Moscow.  That  both 
measures  would  go  down  to  posterity  as  a  reproach 
to  the  sagacity  of  that  sreat  man,  he  had  no  doubt. 
But  he  confessed  that  he  considered  the  Speaker's 
complacent  esteem  of  Napoleon's  restrictive  sys- 
tem, as  rather  an  evil  omen.  It  looked  as  if  some 
more  tremendous  tarifis  were  yet  in  reserve,  as  the 
Mfltu  nllra  of  the  "  parental  policy."  The  three 
principal  authorities  on  which  the  Speaker  has 
relied,  have  been  Mathew  Carey,  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  and  Napoleon.  To  give  a  finished  analysis 
of  a  smuggler,  and  to  show  what  sort  of  animal 
he  is,  whilst  he  would  leave  the  Speaker  in  un- 
disputed possession  of  the  two  first  of  these  per- 
sonages, he  would  borrow  for  a  moment  his  last 
authority,  It  was  in  one  of  those  delightful  talks 
with  O'Meara  that  this  interesting  exile  observed — 
"  Daring  the  war  with  England,  (wid  he,)  all  the 
intelligence  I  received  from  thence,  came  through  the 
smugglers.    They  are  terrible  people,  and  have  cour- 


age and  ability  to  do  any  thing  for  money.    Thej 
had,  at  first,  a  part  of  Dunkirk  allotted  to  Ihem,  to 
which   they  were  restricted;  but,  as  they,  Utt«rljr, 
went  out  of  their  Hmits,  committed  riots,  and  inrolt«d 
every  body,  I  ordered  Gravelines  to  be  prepared  for 
their  reception,  where  they  had  a  little  camp  for  (heir 
accommodation,  beyond  which  they  were  not  permit- 
ted to  go.    At  one  time  there  were  upwards  of  fire 
hundred  of  them  in  Dunkirk.    I  had  every  ioforoU' 
tion  I  wanted   through  them.     They   brought  OTer 
newspapers  and  despatchee,  from  the  spies  that  we 
had  in  London.     They  took  over  spies  from  Fianee, 
landed  and  kept  them  in  their  houses  for  some  daji, 
then  dispersed  them  over  the  country,  and  b(pagbt 
them  back  when  wanted.    The  police  had  to  paj  i 
number  of  French  emigrants,  who  gave  constant  io- 
formation  of  the  Vendean  party,  Georges,  and  othen. 
at  the  time  they  were  preparing  to  assassinate  me. 
All  their  movements  were  made  known.    Besides,  the 
police  had  in  pay  many  English  spies,  some  of  high 
quality,  among  whom  there  were  many  ladies.    There 
was  one  lady  in  particular,  of  very  high  rank,  who 
furnished  considerable  information,  and  was  sometiaa 
paid  as  high  as  three  thousand  pounds  in  one  month. 
They  came  over,  continued  he,  in  boats  not  broader 
than  this  bark.    It  was  really  astonishing  to  see  them 
passing  your  seventy-four  gun  ships  in  defiance."  I 
observed  that  they  were  double  spies,  and  that  they 
brought  intelligence  from  France  to  the  British  Gov- 
ernment   That  is  very  likely,  replied  Napoleon.  They 
brought  yon  newspapers;  but, I  believe,  that,asipjes, 
they  did  not  convey  much  intelligence  to  you.  They 
are  terrible  people,  and  did  great  mischief  to  your 
Government .  They  took  from  France,  annually,  forty 
millions  of  silks   and   brandy.      They  assisted  the 
French  prisoners  to  escape  from  England.    The  rela- 
tions of  Frenchmen,  prisoners  in  your  country,  were 
accustomed  to  go  to  Dunkirk,  and  to  make  a  bargaia 
with  them  to  bring  over  a  certain  prisoner.    All  that 
they  wanted  was  the  name,  age,  and  private  token, 
by  means  of  which  the  prisoner  might  repose  coofi* 
dence  in  them.     Generally,  in  a  short  time  afterwards, 
they  effected  it ;  as,  for  men  like  them,  they  bad  a 
great  deal  of  honor  in  their  dealings.    They  oflbred 
several  tim9s  times  to  bring  over  Louis,  and  the  rest 
of  the  Bourbons,  for  a  sum  of  monev ;  but  they  wanted 
to  stipulate  that,  if  they  met  with  any  aeddenU  or 
interruption  to  their  design,  they  might  be  allowed  it 
massacre  them.    This  I  would  not  consent  to.    Be- 
sides, I  despised  the  Bourbons  too  much,  and  had  no 
fear  of  them.     Indeed,  at  that  time,  they  were  no 
more  thought  of  in  France,  than  the  Stuarts  were  in 
England.  They,  also,  offered  to  bring  over  Dumoarier. 
darraxin,  and  others,  whom  they  thought  I  hated;  bot 
I  held  them  in  too  much  contempt  to  uke  any  trosble 
about  them.'' 

No  man  can  add  any  thing  to  this  picture.  It 
was  full  of  instruction,  and  it  would  always  be  a 
serious  question  with  a  nation  whether  they  ought 
to  adopt  a  policy  calculated  to  legislate  into  W- 
tence  such  miscreants  as  Napoleon  had  described. 
The  Speaker,  however,  complains,  that  all  our 
employments  are  overstocked  ;  that  the  proposw 
tariff  will  create  new  professions  and  deparimente 
of  industry.  But,  after  all,  would  not  the  reoowued 
and  ancient  trade  and  mystery  of  smngghoff  be 
the.only  profitable  avocation  created?  Its  thntt 
will  be  unquestionable,  and  its  votaries  may,  at 
last,  pass  for  rery  worthy  and  patriotic  men. 


2205 


HISTORY  OF  CONGUBSa 


2206 


April,  1824. 


The  TaHf  BUL 


H.  opR. 


Mr.  H.  said  there  was  one  consideratioa  to  be 
borne  in  mind,  which  was  inseparably  connected 
^vrith  the  measure  under  discussion,  and  that  was, 
the  utter  impossibility  of  satisfying  the  monopo- 
lists engaged  in  manufactures,  who  were  so<:lam- 
orous  for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  with  any  thing 
short  of  absolute  prohibition.     They  had  been, 
by  steadily  marching  up  to  this  point,  gathering 
nombers,  by  cunning  addresses  to  popular  preju- 
dice and  feeling,  from  1790,  through  the  several 
revisions  of  the  tariff,  up  to  the  present  time.    It 
^ras  as  easy  to  cater  for  a  cormorant  as  to  satisfy 
their  greedy  appetite  for  gain.    Their  industry, 
combination,  persererance,  and  identity  of  interest, 
rendered  the  whole  corps  more  dangerous  to  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  a  community  than  even  a 
full  and  well-organized  detachment  of  smugglers. 
Their  avarice  invariably  apnroaches  under  the 
g^ise  of  public  spirit,  whilst  the  unity  of  purpose 
with  which  they  act,  gives  an  overwhelmmg  en- 
ergy to  their  exertions.    Committees  of  corres- 
pondence, public  meetings,  and  the  press,  more 
prolific  than  tbe^  herrings  of  Norway,  are  all  uni- 
ted, in  a  "  holy  alliance,"  to  fasten  on  the  country 
a  system  which,  in  taxing  nine- tenths  of  the 
people,  is  to  reward  their  pious  and  patriotic 
efforts. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  he  had  been  indebted  to  Na- 
poleon for  a  just  delineation  of  a  smuggler ;  he 
'would  now  appeal  to  the  writings  of  a  great  man 
for  a  full  length  portrait  of  a  monopolist.  He 
believed  it  would  be  admitted  that  Adam  Smith 
knew  something  of  this  personage,  for  it  was  his 
good  fortune  to  have  been  hated  by  all  the  patriots 
of  the  *'  protecting  and  parental  policy  "  of  his 
day,  with  a  cordiality  that  was  almost  equal  to 
the  success  with  which  he  exposed  their  selfish 
hypocrisy.  In  the  course  of  a  vigorous  and  phi- 
losophical dissertation  on  this  subject,  he  re- 
marks : 

**  To  expect,  indeed^thet  the  freedom  of  trade  should 
ever  be  enturely  restored  in  Great  Britain,  is  as  absurd 
as  to  expect  that  Oceana  or  Utopia  should  ever  be  es- 
tablished in  it.  Not  only  the  prejudices  of  the  public, 
but  what  is  much  more  incorrigible,  the  private  inter- 
ests of  many  individuals,  irresistibly  oppose  it.  Were 
the  officer*  of  the  Amy  to  oppose,  with  the  same  zeal 
and  ananimity,  any  reduction  in  the  number  of  forces, 
with  which  master  manufacturers  set  themsehes 
against  every  law  that  is  likely  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  their  rivals  in  the  home  market;  were  the 
Ibrmer  to  animate  their  soldiers  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  latter  inflame  their  workmen,  to  attack,  with 
violence  and  outrage,  the  proposers  of  any  such  regu- 
lation ;  to  attempt  to  rednce  the  Army  would  be  as 
dangerous  as  it  has  now  become  to  attempt  to  dimin« 
ish,  in  any  respect,  the  monopoly  which  our  manu- 
facturers have  obtained  against  us. 

**  This  monopoly  has  so  much  increased  the  number 
of  some  psrticalar  tribes  of  them,  that,  like  an  over* 
grown  standing  army,  they  have  become  formidable  to 
the  Government,  and,  upon  many  occasions,  intimi- 
date the  Legislature. 

•'  The  member  of  Parliament  who  supports  every 
proposal  for  strengthening  this  monopoly,  is  sure  to  ac- 
quire not  only  the  reputation  of  understanding  trade, 
bat  great  popularity  and  influence  with  an  order  of 


men  whose  numbers  and  wealth  render  them  of  great 
importance.  If  he  opposes  them,  on  the  contrary,  and 
still  more  if  he  has  authority  enough  to  be  able  to 
thwart  them,  neither  the  most  acknowledged  probity, 
nor  the  highest  rank,  nor  the  greatest  pablic  services, 
can  protect  him  from  the  most  infamous  abuse  and 
detraction,  from  personal  insults,  nor,  sometimes,  from 
real  danger,  arising  from  the  insolent  outrage  of  furi- 
ous and  disappointed  monopolists/' 

Has  not  a  portion  of  this  picture  been  already 
realized  in  our  own  country,  at  the  very  com- 
mencement of  this  manufacturing  raillenium  ?  Is 
not  a  man's  reputation  in  Congress  '*  for  under- 
standing trade ''  and  finance,  just  in  proportion  as 
he  may  favor  the  tarifi*'?  Have  we  not  heard  '^of 
master  manufacturers  inflaming  their  workmen 
to  attack  with  outrage  and  violence  the  proposers 
of  resnlations  calculated  to  defeat  their  profits  ?" 
Let  tbe  recent  events  at  a  public  meeting  at  New 
York  respond  to  this  inquiry.  In  relation  to  this 
extraordinary  and  disgraceful  event,  it  has  been 
asserted  that  ruffians  belonging  to  the  manufac- 
tories of  the  neighboring  towns  were  brought  over 
for  the  purpose  of  overawing  the  deliberations  of 
an  assembly,  convened  for  the  purpose  of  protest- 
ing against  the  passage  of  the  proposed  tarifil 
This  may  be  regarded  as  a  fearful  augury,  indeed, 
of  the  path  we  are  travelling — a  path  m  whioh 
there  is  neither  '*  pleasantness  nor  peace." 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  his  doty  to  those  who  gave 
him  his  warrant  to  be  heard  on  that  floor,  would 
not  permit  him  to  disguise  a  single  opinion  which 
he  entertained  in  regard  to  the  pernicious  charac- 
ter of  the  measure  under  consideration.  His  feel- 
ings did  not  allow  him  very  nicely  to  measure  his 
words.  He  would  not  travel  out  of  his  way  to 
say  an  unkind  thing,  but  for  whatever  he  did  say, 
even  in  the  intemperance  of  his  zeal,  he  was  bil- 
ling to  be  regarded  as  responsible  both  in  this 
House  and  out  of  this  House.  Privilege  with 
him  should  never  be  synonymous  with  protection 
and  impunity.  He  would,  therefore,  speak  of  the 
bill  and  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  got  up 
just  as  he  believed  they  deserved.  The  first  thing 
he  should  say.  was,  that  he  believed  there  had 
been  more  outdoor  than  indoor  legislation,  in  re- 
gard to  the  measure.  He  feared  that  thr  sheet, 
now  so  fearfully  filled  up,  had  been,  for  some  tiine' 
before  the  commencement  of  the  session,  held  up 
as  a  sort  of  carte  Uofnehe  in  which  every  monopo- 
list might  insert  just  such  a  tax  as  he  wished  levied 
on  the  community  to  encourage  his  pious  labors.  If 
he  had  understood  correctly,  all  sorts  of  pilgrims 
had  travelled  to  the  room  of  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  from  the  sturdy  iron  master  down 
to  the  poor  manufacturer  of  whetstones,  all  equally 
clamorous  for  the  protection  *' of  a  j>ar«nteZ,  of  an 
Amerioa/n  policy."  A  friend,  in  whose  veracity 
and  accuracy  he  had  great  confidence,  had  in- 
formed him  that  he  had  seen,  in  a  paper  of  one 
of  the  cities  north  of  this,  a  letter  from  an  um- 
brella maker,  in  which  he  boasted  of  his  having 
successfully  used  his  influence  with  the  com- 
mittee, to  insert  an  increase  of  duty  on  um- 
brellas, in  some  way  to  encourage  their  manu- 
facture. 
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Mr.  H.  said  he  would  not  stop  to  inqaire  whe- 
ther one  of  these  trips  to  the  Seat  of  Grovernment 
was  as  holy  as  a  pilp;rimage  io  Jerusalem  or  Mec- 
ca ;  but  he  nevertheless  thought  that  a  man  might 
be  more  worthily  employed  at  home  than  in  jour- 
neys having  for  their  object  the  transfer  of  other 
people's  money  into  their  own  pockets,  although 
the  purpose  might  be  most  inarvellously  connected 
with  ffreat  considerations  of  ]>ublic  utility,  and  the 
most  lofty  and  spotless  patriotism.  Even  if  he 
was  disposed  to  subscribe  to  the  policy  of  the  bill, 
he  confessed  he  had  serious  distrust  of  its  details. 
He  believed  that  some  one  who  had  had  the  pa- 
tience to  count  them,  had  ascertained  that  they  con- 
sisted of  nearly  300  items,  on  which  an  increase 
of  duty  has  been  laid.  He  understood  that  such 
a  lumping  revision  of  a  tariff  had  never  been 
atteropteo,  even  in  England.  There,  no  altera- 
tion in  the  existing  duties  ever  took  place,  that 
was  not  proposed  by  the  Chancellor  of 'the  Ex- 
chequer, after  it  had  passed  through  the  scrutiny 
of  the  Board  of  Trade.  And  even  then  merchants 
and  mannfacturers  of  intelligence  and  experi- 
ence were  examined  in  committee,  or  at  the  bar 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  as  to  the  practical  op- 
eration of  the  contemplated  change. 

Now,  it  was  a  fact,  he  believed,  of  universal 
notoriety,  that  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
had  not  officially  consulted  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  and  a  bill,  either  most  oppressively  to 
increase  or  injuriously  to  diminish  our  revenue,  is 
about  to  be  passed,  without  his  public  sanction. 
This  deficiency  had  not  been  supplied  by  the 
abundant  knowled^^e  of  the  gentleman  from  renn- 
sylvania,  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  (Mr. 
Too,)  who  had  been  convicted,  on  more  occasions 
than  one,  of  a  gross  ignorance  of  the  operation, 
bearing,  and  character,  of  this  measure.  If  it  was 
indeed  destined  to  become  a  law,  it  would  be 
some  consolation  for  those  who  are  to  suffer  from 
lis  effects,  to  believe  that  they  are  not  the  victims 
of  a  blundering  blindness.  The  poor  wretch  who 
suffers  amputation  should  at  least  be  comforted, 
under  the  knife,  with  a  belief  that  his  doctor  knows 
what  he  is  at. 

Mr.  H.  said,  after  having  fatigued  the  Com- 
mittee «o  much,  he  certainly  would  refrain  from 
discussing  at  length  the  Constitutional  question 
involved  in  the  measure,  which  the  Speaker  had 
father  passed  over,  than  treated  with  the  serious- 
ness it  deserves.  That  the  Constitution  contains 
a  specific  grant  of  power  to  encourage  manu 
faetures,  would  not  be  contended.  It  has  how- 
evjpr  been  found  under  a  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce and  to  levy  imposts.  That  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  intended  under  this  clause  to 
confer  no  such  grant,  is  obvious  from  the  fact  of 
their  negativing,  in  Convention,  a  proposition  to 
insert  in  that  mstrument  a  section  giving  the 
power  in  question,  as  might  be  seen  by  reference 
to  the  Journals.  Nor  can  the  power  be  found 
under  the  clause  giving  the  grant  of  authority  to 
levy  duties  on  imports,  for  the  exclusive  purposes 
of  revenue^  The  proposed  scheme  for  the  en- 
couragement of  manufactures  is  destructive  of  that 
uniformity  of  taxation  which  is  the  imperative 


precept  of  the  instrument  in  relation  to  this  power. 
A  brief  statement,  which  has  been  founded  on  the 
calculations  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Charleston  will  show  in  what  this  uniformity 
consists.  South  Carolina  will  pay,  confessedly, 
not  for  the  purposes  of  revenue,  but  for  the  en- 
couragement oi  domestic  manufactures,  on  four 
articles  alone,  the  following  sums : 

On  18,500  pices  af  cotton  bagging,  at  $4  32, 

amount  of  duly     -----  $79,910 

On  2,000  pieces  of  Osnabarge,  at  #5  50, 

amount  of  duty     -        -        -        -        -  1 1,000 

On  1,850,000  yards  of  plains,  at  11  cents  -  148,500 

On  woollens  consumed  by  white  population  324,000 


Total 


-  $563,410 


A  tax,  without  disguise,  levied  for  the  avoved 
purpose  of  being  put  into  the  pockets  of  the  cotton- 
bagging  manufacturers  of  Kentucky,  and  tbe 
woollen  manufacturers  of  the  North.  The  cun- 
ning implication  by  which  you  j^et  at  this  power, 
only  adds  a  mockery  to  an  unjustifiable  wrong. 
An  act  providing  that  South  Carolina  should  paj 
from  her  coffers,  in  specie,  the  amount  of  this 
bounty,  would  be  quite  as  righteous  and  Consti- 
tutional. But  the  ob^^ts  of  this  Confederacy 
furnish  the  true  principles  for  the  interpretation 
of  the  instrument.  We  are  iadependent  States, 
and  our  league  merelv  looks  to  a  common  defence, 
external  and  internal  commerce,  an  army,  navy, 
judiciary,  and  the  powers  necessary  to  carry  these 
objects  into  effect.  No  one  member  of  this  Con- 
federacy could  have  contemplated  joining  a  Union 
in  which  '*  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare" meant  a  sacrifice  of  any^  part  of  it,  under 
fanciful  and  arbitrary  considerations  of  ^  the  good 
of  the  whole."  We  are  not  a  consolidated  em- 
pire, and  consequently  we  have  no  right  partially 
to  oppress  any  portion  of  the  States,  nowerertn- 
fling  may  be  the  interest  violated. 

But,  on  the  ground  of  expediency,  is  it  nothing 
to  weaken  the  attachment  of  one  section  of  this 
confederacy  to  the  bond  of  Union '?  Is  it  nothing 
to  shake  the  confidence  of  a  portion  of  our  people 
in  the  integrity  and  justice  of  their  Government? 
Is  it  nothing  to  sow  the  seeds  of  incurable  aliena- 
tion, by  producing  a  belief  that,  in  your  policy  jroQ 
rather  consult  power  than  right  ?  Ours  is  aGoTcrn- 
ment  of  opinion ;  it  is  sustained  by  the  affectionsof 
its  people.  The  natural  ties  and  charities  of  human 
life  cannot  remain  unbroken  under  a  sense  of  un- 
merited wrong.  The  affections  of  a  child  to  a 
parent  are  sometimes  snapt  asunder  by  continocd 
acts  of  injustice  and  unkindness.  Feeble,  in  com- 
parison with  these,  is.  that  artificial  contrivance^ 
called  a  Government.  Lord  North  contended, 
with  a  plausibility  equal  at  least  to  the  iageniutir 
which  the  honorable  Speaker  has  displayed  m 
proving  the  power  in  question,  that  the  colowes 
had  a  virtual  representation.  We,  neverthd^ 
are  acquainted  with  the  result.  Let  no  man,  how- 
ever, tax  me  with  holding  incendiary  doclrin».. 
know  that  South  Carolina  will  cling  to  this  Union 
as  long  as  a  plank  of  it  floats  on  the  troubled  ocean 
of  events.    I  know  her  lofty  nationality  nnd  gen- 
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erous  patriotism ;  but  the  honorable  Speaker,  when 
he  makes  his  appeal  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  South, 
and  calls  upon  us  complacently  to  witness  odious, 
partial,  and  undisguised  burdens  imposed  upon 
our  constituents,  without  even  the  justification  of 
that  expediency  which  sometimes  gives  a  colora- 
ble pretext  to  injustice,  asks  from  us  an  unreason- 
able boon. 

In  resisting  this  appeal  of  the  honorable  Speaker, 
Mr.  H.  said  he  could  not,  at  the  same  time,  be 
insensible  to  the  eloquent  tribute  which  the  Speak- 
er had  paid  to  those  statesmen  of  the  South  with 
whom  It  had  been  his  fortune  to  be  associated  in 
the  interesting  events  of  the  late  war.  The  coun- 
try, he  believed,  could  not  forget  all  that  he  had 
done  in  powerful  association  with  three  distin- 
guished individuab  from  South  Carolina,  no 
looger  on  that  floor ',  a  triumvirate  which  it  would 
be,  he  feared,  presumptuous  in  the  State  to  hope 
very  soon  to  furnish  as  her  contingent  to  the  pub- 
lic weal.  He  would  fain  hope,  too,  that  his  coun- 
trymen at  home  would  find  some  compensation 
for  the  Speaker's  zealous  crusade  against  their 
interests  in  a  just  recollection  of  his  inestimable 
servicer,  at  an  awful  crisis,  when  the  existence  of 
this  Union  was  menaced  by  the  agitation  of  a 
qnestion  of  vast  and  inexpressible  interest.  But, 
notwithstanding  the  character  of  these  recollec- 
tions, he  would  say  to  that  honorable  gentleman, 
that  the  measure  he  bad  so  stronglv  advocated 
was  unjustifiable  in  its  principles,  offensive  in  its 
character,  and  pernicious  in  its  consequences. 

When  Mr.  Hamilton  had  concluded — 

Some  remarks  passed  between  Mr.  Martin- 
dale  and  Mr.  Hamilton. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Clark's 
motion  to  reduce  the  duty  on  bar  iron  from  $1.12 
to  90  cents  per  ton,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
live— 99  to  90. 

At  this  time,  and  several  times  in  the  course  of 
to-day's  sitting,  motions  were  made  to  rise,  all 
which  were  rejected. 

Mr.  Bradley,  of  Vermont,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  therein  the  following 
provision,  viz : 

''  On  all  books  which  the  importer  shall  make  it  sat- 
isfactorily appear  to  the  collector  of  the  port  at  which 
the  same  shall  be  entered,  were  printed  previous  to 
the  year  one  thoasand  seven  hondred  and  seventy-five, 
and  also  on  all  books  printed  in  other  langnages  than 
English,  fonr  cents  per  volame. 

**  On  all  other  books,  when  bound,  forty-five  cents 
per  pound. 

**  On  all  other  books,  when  in  Aeets  or  boards,  forty 
cents  per  pound." 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  the  following,  to 
come  in  at  the  end  of  the  5th  section : 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and  after 

the day  of  next,  the  duties  now  imposed 

and  payable  on  the  wines,  herein  enumerated  and  de- 
scribed, shall,  at  their  importation  into  the  United 
States  firom  any  foreign  port  or  place,  cease  and  de- 
termine; and,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  following  rates  or 
duties,  respectively,  shall  be  laid,  levied,  and  collected, 

18th  Con.  1st  Sess.— 70 


on  all  such  wines,  at  their  said  importation,  that  is 
to  say  :  Upon  all  Madeira  wines,  70  cents  per  gallon  ; 
upon  Sherry,  St.  Lucar,  Lisbon,  Oporto,  and  other 
wines  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  not  herein  enumerated, 
50  cents  per  gallon ;  on  Teneriffe  and  all  other  wine  of 
tbe  Canary  Islands,  40  cents  per  gallon ;  on  Fayal 
and  all  other  wines  of  the  Western  islands,  40  cents  per 
gallon  ;  on  Sicily  wine,  60  cents  per  gallon  ;  on  Mal- 
aga wine,  80  cents  per  gallon ;  all  other  wines,  not 
enumerated  in  this  or  some  other  law,  when  imported 
in  bottles  or  cases,  50  per  cent,  ad  valorem;  on  all 
other  wines,  when  imported  otherwise  than  in  bottles 
or  cases,  40  per  cenL  ad  vahrtm:  Provitled,  That  the 
amount  of  duty  thereupon,  shall,  in  no  case,  exceed 
100  cents  per  gallon." 

After  some  brief  debate  on  this  nu)tion,  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  110. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  therein  the  following : 

**  Be  it  enacted.  That  the  provisions  of  the  second 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  *An  act  to  reg- 
ulate the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,'  approve^ 
27th  April,  1816,  shall  extend  and  inure  to  the  benefit 
of  schools  and  colleges  within  the  United  States  or 
the  Territories  thereof,  in  the  same  manner  (under 
the  like  limitations  and  restrictions  provided  in  said 
act)  in  which  they  apply  to  seminaries  of  learning." 

This  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  116. 
Mr.  Clay  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting tbe  following : 

**  On  all  mannfactured  copper  in  sheets  and  bottoms 
of  every  description,  three  cents  per  pound." 

This  motion  was  negatived — ayes  76. 
Mr.  Allen,  of  MassachusetL«,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  therein  the  following: 

**  On  brown  sugar,  two  cents  per  pound ;  on  white 
clayed  or  powdered  sugar,  three  cents  per  pound." 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  debate  and 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  the  following : 

"  On  printed  books,  thirty  three  and  one-third  cents 
per  lb." 

This  motion,  also,  was  negatived  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  Miller  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  "on  mustard  in  bottles,  fifty  cents  per 
dozen."    This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Sanuporo,  of  Tennessee,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  the  following : 

'•  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  debenture  or 
drawback  shall  be  allowed  to  any  foreigner,  who  is 
not  an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States,  on  any  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  he  may  have  imported  into 
any  of  the  aforesaid  United  States,  or  Territories 
thereof." 

This  motion  was  nesatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Hayden,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following: 
"  On  wheat  flour,  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight," 
and  inserting,  "  On  wheat  flour,  eighty-five  cents 
per  one  hundred  pounds." 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting,  '^  On  race  ginger,  one 
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dollar  per  hundred  weight ;  on  groand  gioger,  two 
cents  per  pound." 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Conner,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  strike  out  eighty  cents,  the  proposed  minimum 
valuation  of  imported  woollens,  and  insert,  in  lieu 
thereof,  forty  cents. 

This  question  was  decided  in  the  negative  by 
the  Chair,  94  rotes  to  92 ;  but,  a  new  count  being 
demanded  and  taken,  there  were  ayes  100,  noes 
95 ;  so  the  motion  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  second  section  of  the 
bill ;  which  is  in  the  following  words  : 

**And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  in  all  cases 
whatsoever,  all  articles,  composed  of  various  materials, 
shall  pay  the  highest  duty  to  which  articles  manofac- 
tured  from  any  of  such  materials  are  subject." 

This  motion  was,  after  considerable  debate,  de- 
cided in  the  negative — 99  to  94. 

Mr.  Mercer  then  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  bill 
the  30th  day  of  June,  Tthe  day  on  which  the  bill 
is  to  go  into  operation,)  so  as  to  defer  it  to  a  latec 
day;  which  motion  was  negatived — 92  votes 
to  89. 

Mr.  Van  Wyck  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting,  in  lieu  of  the  duty  on  woollens,  to 
take  place  after  30th  June,  1825,  the  following : 

'<  Afterwards  a  duty  of  thirty-five  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  until  the  30th  day  of  June,  1827;  aAerwards 
a  duty  of  forty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  30th 
day  of  June,  1829;  afterwards  a  duty  of  forty-five  per 
centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  30th  day  of  June,  1831 ; 
and,  after  that  time,  a  duty  of  fifty  per  centum  ad 
valorem." 

This  amendment  was  negatived  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Mr.  Livingston  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
whole  of  the  proviso  which  proposes  a  minimum 
valuation  on  imported  woollens. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken  without 
debate,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  73. 

Mr.  Bartlett,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved,  at 
the  close  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  to  insert  a 
duty  on  all  domestic  distilled  spirits,  of  fifty  cents 
per  gallon,  with  a  declaration  of  an  intention  to 
propose  a  drawback  on  such  as  should  be  ex- 
ported. 

Mr.  Storrs  suggested  the  necessity  of  provi- 
sion, with  such  an  amendment,  for  officers  to  col- 
lect the  duty,  dbc. 

Mr.  Bartlett  said  his  object  was  merely  to 
introduce  the  subiect  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
so  that  he  might  be  able  to  introduce  the  motion, 
with  all  its  necessary  details,  when  the  bill  should 
come  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Forsyth  suggested  that  a  proposition  of 
this  sort,  for  an  excise  duty,  could  not,  with  pro- 
priety, be  introduced  into  a  biU  proposing  a  duty 
on  imports. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Craiq  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking 
out  the  proposed  duty  of  four  cents  per  lb.  on 
white  and  red  lead,  and  inserting  a  duty  of  five 
cents  on  that  article. 


The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  in 
the  negative  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Clat  rose  to  speak  in  explanation  on  ooe 
or  two  points  which  had  been  touched  upon  la 
debate. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  Commiitee'i 
rising  and  reporting  the  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments  made  to  it.  and  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive. The  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  a  ad  tbe 
report  was  made  from  the  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole. 

Mr.  Forsyte  then  fi^ve  notice  that  he  sboald, 
to-morrow,  move  for  the  indefinite  postponemeot 
of  the  whole  subject,  and  require  the  yeas  aod 
nays  on  the  question. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Weonesday,  April  7. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Postmaster  General,  accompanied  b^  a 
statement  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  resolution 
of  this  House,  directing  him  to  state  ^'tbeamouot 
of  defalcations  in  his  department,  which  accrued 
previous  to  Julv,  1823,  and  which  were  not  sued 
for,  as  directed  by  the  29th  section  of  the  act 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment,  desig- 
nating the  years  when  each  accrued,  and  not  to 
extend  beyond  sixteen  years;  and  the  amouiitof 
such  deficiencies  as  have  been  charged  against  the 
Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States;'*  which 
letter  and  statement  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^'Aq  act  for  the  benefit 
of  Alfred  Moore  and  Sterling  Orgain,  assignees 
of  Morris  Linsey,",and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Cleveland,  jr.,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  re- 
lief; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  select  committee,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  John  Cleves  Symmes  and  Thomai 
S.  Hinde,  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
thereof,  and  the  petition  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  FoRSYtH,  by  leave  of  the  House,  presented 
a  report  and  resolutions  adopted  b]r  the  Geoeral 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  rdation  to 
the  running  and  marking  the  boundary  line  be 
tween  that  State  and  the  State  of  Alabama; 
which  report  and  resolutions  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Warfield,  yes- 
terday; and,  the  same  being  read,  it  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Tracy,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Forsyth  laid  the  following  resolution  oo 
the  table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  the  F^- 
posals  made,  through  General  Jackson,  by  the  Psth- 
Killer  and  his  chiefs,  of  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians, 
in  the  year  1820  or  1821,  to  make  a  cession  of  their 


2213 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2214 


Apkil,  1824. 


The  Tariff  Bill 


H.  OP  R. 


Unds  to  the  United  States,  together  with  anj  other 
propositiooe  made  in  relation  to  the  eabject,  of  which 
he  may  be  posseased. 

Mr.  Gazlat  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz : 

Reaohed^  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stetea 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House  whether  the  5th 
section  of  the  act  relating  to  a  township  of  land  lying 
within  John  Clevee  Symmes'  patent,  and  passed  3d 
March,  1803,  has  been  executed;  and,  if  not,  what 
reasons  have  prevented  the  execution  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Bartlett  moved  the  following  resola- 
tiony  viz: 

Resohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  im- 
posing a  tex  upon  domestic  distilled  spirits,  and  of 
providing,  by  law,  for  the  collection  of  the  same. 

The  question  was  taken,  Will  the  House 
consider  the  resolution?  and  determiAed  in  the 
negative. 

An  engrossed  bill,  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  two  Indian  agents,  in  addition  to  those 
already  provided  for,  and  fixing  their  compensa- 
tion, was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  "An  act  providing 
for  the  appointment  of  an  agent  for  the  Osage 
Indians,  west  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  Terri- 
tory of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and 
that  the  Clerk  do  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  Senate, 
and  ask  their  concurrence  therein. 

The  engrossed  bill  "providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  agent  to  reside  with  the  Osaee  Indi- 
ans,'' was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Senate. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  noti- 
fying that  they  insist  on  their  amendment  to  the 
Naval  Appropriation  bill,  which  was  to  strike  out 
the  specification  of  the  items  to  which  the  con- 
tingent fund  is  to  be  applied,  leaving  it  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  $  and  ask  a 
conference  upon  the  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  House  resolved 
to  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate ;  agreed  to  the  conference,  and  a 
committee  of  five  were  appointed  to  meet  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  behalf  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Owen,  of  Alabama^  rose,  and  asked  of  the 
Chair,  whether  a  resolution,  moved  by  himself, 
calling  for  certain  information  from  the  Treasury 
Department,  respecting  the  two  and  three  per 
cent,  funds  arising  from  the  sales  of  public  lands 
in  the  several  States,  had  been  transmitted  to  the 
proper  Department;  and,  if  so,  whether  an  answer 
Lad  been  received. 

The  Speaker  said  the  resolution  had,  doubt- 
less, been  forwarded  by  the  proper  ofi&cer  of  the 
House,  and,  if  an  answer  had  been  returned,  it 
would  have  been  laid  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Owen  said,  then,  of  course  the  information 
called  for  by  the  resolution,  had  not,  as  yet,  been 
furnished^ 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  the  tarifi*  bill. 

Mr.  FoRSY'TH  rose  and  withdrew  the  intima- 


tion, yesterday  ^iven,  of  his  intention  now  to 
move  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill.  This 
he  did  at  the  sug:gestion  of  several  members  (con- 
trary to  his  previous  impression,)  that  the  features 
of  tne  bill  were  not  sufficiently  fixed  by  votes  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  to  determine  all  the 
members  to  vote  decisively  for  or  against  the  re- 
jection of  the  bill  in  its  present  state.  He  should 
therefore  defer  his  motion  until  the  question  had 
been  settled  as  to  the  amount  of  duties  to  be  pro- 
posed on  the  leading  articles,  wool,  cotton  and  iron. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  several  amendments 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  And 
the  question  being  on  concurring  in  the  first 
amendment,  (reducing  the  minimum  on  woollens, 
from  80  to  40  cents  the  square  yard.) 

Mr.  Too,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Chair,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  It  was  the  intention  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures  that  no  more  of  the  time 
of  the  House  should  be  taken  up  by  any  of  them, 
in  this  debate.  Such  was  generally,  I  believe, 
the  wish  and  intention  of  the  friends  of  the  bill. 
But  now  some  few  things  appear  almost  necessary 
to  be  said.  One  thing,  perhaps,  requires  to  be  re- 
peated ;  that  the  measure  here  proposed  is  not  de- 
signed chiefly  to  promote  the  pront  of  manufac- 
turers, but,  through  manufactures,  to  relieve  the 
poverty  and  distresses  of  the  agricultural  portion 
of  the  country.  Petitions  and  addresses  are  no 
proo^of  distress.  That  is  admitted.  Yet,  there 
IS  a«  certain  extremity  of  poverty,  which,  spread- 
ing over  a  great  extent  of  country,  wants  no  proof 
but  the  notoriety  of  the  fact.  Every  one  knows 
that  some  great  portions  of  this  Union  are  almost 
exclusively  agricultural;  that,  with  few  excep- 
tions, they  can  have  nothing  wherewith  to  pur- 
chase manufactures,  but  grain,  or  the  products  of 
grain.  It  is  evident  that  an  agricultural,  grain- 
raising  people^  importing  the  manufactured  neces- 
saries 01  lile  from  countries  which  refuse  to  take, 
in  return,  the  only  articles  they  have  to  dispose 
of,  and  for  which  articles  they  have  n6  other  mar- 
ket, must  inevitably  be  poor,  and  in  debt.  Statis- 
tical recorded  facts  will  of  themselves  sive  proof. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Web- 
ster) has  observed,  that  the  years  of  former  pros- 
Serity,  selected  by  the  honorable  Speaker  from 
is  statements  of  exportation,  were  probably  those 
most  favorable  to  the  argument.  Take,  then,  a 
different  set  of  years.  Take  five  years  together, 
those  of  1790,  '91,  '92,  '93,  and  '94.  The  yearly 
average  quantity  of  grain  and  flour  exported  for 
those  fi?e  years,  was  1.421,335  barrels.  The  com- 
mercial statements  ot  that  day  do  not  cive  the 
value.  But  Mr.  Pitkin  has  calculated  tne  value 
for  1792  at  $7,649,887. 

Our  population,  in  1790,  was  about  four  mil- 
lions. In  the  present  times,  for  the  last  three  years, 
our  exportation  of  every  species  of  grain  and  flour 
has  been  as  follows : 

1821  Barrels,  1,360,453      Value,  $5,184,999 

1822  1,098,768  6,327,510 

1823  1,074,528  6,263,237 

Yearly  average,  1,177,949    Av.  val.  $5,925,249 
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Our  population  has  now  reached  to  ten  mil- 
lions, and  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that,  during  those 
times  when  we  exported  breadstuffs  to  the  amount 
of  97,649,887,  the  whole  agricultural  grain-ex- 
porting population  of  the  United  States  did  not, 
probably,  equal  the  present  population  of  one  sin- 
gle State.    By  far  the  greatest  proportion  of  our 
increase  of  numbers,  since  1790,  has  been  to  the 
crain-raising  population  of  the  country.    Large 
States  and  Territories,  which  are  now  the  most  fer- 
tile in  grain,  ha?e  been  since  that  time  acquired, 
or  were  then  a  wilderness.    A  few  people  might 
then  hare  been  encamped  in  the  West,  out.  to  all 
the  purposes  of  this  argument,  the  States  ot  Ken- 
tucky, Ohio^  Tennessee,  Indiana,  and    Illinois, 
have  been  since  settled.    So,  probably,  one  half 
of  the  grain-raisinff  parts  of  Virginia,  Vermont, 
Maine,  Georgia.    Add,  not  Territories  only,  but 
States,  since  acquired,  and  now  cultivated.    Add 
the  improvements  in  agriculture,  mills,  roads,  and 
in  all  the  facilities  of  production  and  transi)orta- 
tion.    1  will  not  dispute  about  particular  items 
and  sums.    Whatever  deduction  any  gentleman 
thinks  he  can  in  conscience  ask  for,  let  him  make 
it,  and  he  will  find  that  our  country  could  now, 
were  there  any  adequate  market,  raise  and  export 
five  times  the  amount  of  grain  we  exported  thirty 
or  thirty-four  years  ago.    It  is  not,  perhaps,  ex- 
travagant to  say,  that  those  parts  or  the  single 
State  of  New  York,  which  have  been  settled  dur- 
ing the  last  thirty-four  years,  are  now  capable  of 
raising  and  exporting  mere  grain  than  was  ex- 
portea  from  the  whole  United  States  in  1790. 
Thus,  with  all  this  increase  of  numbers  and  ca- 
pacity, almost  beyond  calculation,  our  exports  of 
grain  are  reduced  from  $7,649,887  to  $5,925,249; 
while  the  importation  of  foreign  manufactures  has 
been  increasing  with  the  decrease  of  the  facilities 
of  payment. 

The  gentleman  fVom  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Web- 
8TBr)  has  seemed  to  question  whether  this  dimin- 
ution of  exports  shows  any  diminution  of  pros- 
perity. On  that  head,  let  it  be  observed,  that  the 
most  vehement  of  the  opposers  of  this  bill  are  so 
because  they  apprehend  that,  at  some  future  day, 
the  effects  of  the  measure  may  be  to  prevent  the 
exportation  of  some  part  of  their  staple  commodity, 
cotton.  Then  they,  at  any  rate,  put  no  very  great 
practical  faith  in  this  opinion  of  the  gjentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  Tney  show  their  idea  to  be 
that,  as  to  cotton  at  least,  "  agriculture  without  a 
market "  may  be  an  inconvenience.  We  indeed 
believe  that  their  fears  are  most  groundless  in  sup- 
posing that  domestic  manufactures  are  to  lessen 
the  demand  for  cotton.  We  believe  the  exactly 
reverse  effect  to  be  most  inevitable.  But  they  are 
clearly  right  in  insisting  that  a  defect  of  market 
must  be  certainly  hurtrui.  For,  beyond  all  doubt, 
those  who  purchase  abroad,  without  the  means  of 
payment  abroad^  must  suffer  every  description  of 
pecuniary  vexation. 

Now,  m  one  case,  without  descending  into  the 
odious  particulars  of  misfortune,  I  would  ask  whe- 
ther any  one  imagines  that  such  reduction  of  al- 
most all  the  means  of  decent  living,  as  is  shown 
by  our  commercial  records,  can  tall  upon  such, 


multitudes  of  people,  without  oppression?  Aq 
oppression  the  more  intolerable,  because  it  is  pro- 
duced solely  by  the  policy  of  our  own  Government. 
The  victims  of  it  have  not,  since  the  close  of  the 
war,  ceased  to  petition.  They  complain  that  the 
only  surplus  products  they  can  have  to  dispose  of 
are  shut  out  frona  foreign  markets,  particularly 
by  the  very  countries  whose  manufactures  we  con- 
Tney  show  that  our  own  country  hai, 


sume. 


within  itself,  all  the  means  of  produciog  these 
manufactures,  without  paying  for  them  one  cent 
of  tribute  to  foreigners ;  aiid  that,  if  the  policy  of 
our  Government  should  be' only  so  far  changed  is 
to  secure  to  them  the  privilege  of  supplying  with 
provisions  and  with  the  raw  materials,  the  work- 
men employed  in  the  fabrication  of  articles  which 
they,  the  agriculturists  of  our  country,  themseires 
consume,  they  might  be  relieved  from  their  pre- 
sent absolute  exhaustion,  and  be  enabled  to  eojof, 
in  part,  at  least,  the  prosperity  they  were  accus- 
tomed to  during  the  general  war  in  Europe.  The/ 
show  that,  to  protect  manufactures,  is  to  protect 
agriculture,  and  that  protection,  to  answer  any 
valuable  purpose  to  the  country,  must  be  a  Xxi- 
eral  and   bold   protection,  placing  our  mana- 
factures  not  only  beyond  the  reach  of  foreiga 
competition,  but  beyond  the  fears  of  it.   They 
show  that  they  ask  nothing  new.  nothing  rision- 
ary  or  untried.    And  they  prove,  by  the  iorari- 
able  examples  of  nations,  that  the  dependence  of 
any  country,  exclusively,  upon  its  own  agricul- 
tural and  manufacturing  industry,  is  the  sure 
beaten  high  road  to  private  wealth  and  national 
power.     With  these  complaints,  and  these  proofs, 
suffering,  for  years  together,  distresses  produced 
solely  by  the  national  policy,  which,  under  any 
other   than  a  Republican   Government,  might 
create  an  insurrection,  these  petitioners,  coniisg 
here,  the  only  place  where  relief  can  be  had,  are,  it 
seems,  to  be  told,  '*  Honest  friends,  you  have  al- 

*  together  mistaken  your  case ;  we  see  you  are 
^  worn  to  the  bone,  sure  enough ;  but  it  all  comes 
'  out  of  your  ind^ndent  banks  and  your  stop* 

*  laws."  Thus,  with  much  gravity,  it  is  to  w 
attempted  to  make  us  believe  that  the  plain  and 
palpable  consequences  of  the  distress  of  the  coun- 
try, are  not  the  consequences,  but  the  causes  of  i^ 
Worse  than  all  that — ^we  are  to  be  consoled  with 
scraps  from  the  metaphysical  books  of  the  econo- 
mists, and  it  seems  an  experiment  is  to  be  made 
upon  our  understandings,  whether  we  are  com- 
posed of  exactly  that  sort  pf  stuff  as  to  think  our- 
selves fully  compensated  for  the  severest  extremity 
oif  actual  poverty,  by  imaginary  and  metaphysical 
relief,  and  by  the  abracadabra  of  "let  us  alooe, 
and  "get  rich  by  making  nothing, selling  nothing, 
but  buying  where  yoq  can  buy  cheapest.'' 

The  matter  and  substance  of  the  remarks  upon 
our  application  for  relief,  have  not  been  mocn 
helped  by  the  manner,  as  far  as  respects  thcobserr^ 
tion  of  one  gentleman— I  mean  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hamilton.)  Somcof iho^^ 
observations  I  did  not  hear.  The  genUcmantrom 
South  Carolina,  no  doubt,  believed  «n«i?.  ^  P't 
sent.  I  ought  to  have  been  present.  The  irui 
when  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 


IS, 
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came  to  a  part  of  his  speech  in  which  he  seemed  | 
to  be  coramenciDg  a  dissertation  upon  the  useful 
and  sublime  discoveries  of  the  political  econo- 
mists, calling  them,  or  some  of  them,  immortal, 
&c.,  thinking  I  had  heard  all  these  matters  before, 
I  concluded  nothing  would  be  lost  by  my  going 
to  the  committee-room  upon  some  committee  busi- 
ness, and  stayed,  perhaps,  longer  than  I  intended. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  charged  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures,  very  directly,  with 
^oss  iffnorance  of  their  business ;  that  the  chair- 
man of  that  committee  had  been  repeatedly  con- 
victed of  gross  ignorance.    I  mention  this  matter 
because  it  is  connected  with  something  more 
material,  and  not  for  the  sake  of  any  personal 
complaint.    Besides,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Oaroiioa  has  already  explained  that  part  of  his 
observations.    It  is  proper  to  take  this  occasion 
to  say,  that  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  have 
Bot  yet  made  pretensions  to  any  superior  learning. 
As  to  myself,  I  know,  perhaps,  oetter  than  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  my  own  inade- 
quacy to  this  station.    It  is  a  station  which  was 
not  sought  fbr,  nor  wished  for,  by  me.    It  cer- 
tainly found  me  very  unprepared.    Much  was  to 
be  learned ;  and,  no  doubt,  much  yet  remains  on- 
learned.    But  mv  humility  goes  no  further.    It 
is  not  admitted  tnat  the  great  cause  of  domestic 
industry  has  suffered  from  any  insufficiency  of 


alarm ;  it  is  immaterial  what.  One  Alderman, 
when  it  came  to  his  turn  to  speak,  said,  that  he 
very  much  approved  of  the  plan  so  far,  but  sug- 
gested, that,  in  his  opinion,  to  act  Widerstandviigly 
upon  the  subject,  they  should  first  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  dogs.  Sir, 
all  these  niceties  of  detail  do  not  appear  to  be 
wanted  to  understand  the  great  (|uestion  whether 
the  industry  of  our  own  country  is  to  be  preferred 
to  that  of  foreign  nations.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  pleaded  to  say,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, that  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  had 
been  surrounded  by  blackguards — as  I  understand 
the  word  was — congregated  blackguards,  each  one 
thrusting  his  share  into  the  bill ;  and  much  more, 
in  the  same  style.  [Here  Mr.  Hami  lton  explained, 
denied  that  his  langua^  was  so  applied,  said  he 
had  spoken  of  the  ruffians  sent  from  a  distant 
manuractory  to  disturb  the  meeting  at  New  York.] 
Mr.  Tod — As  to  the  disturbance  of  the  New  YorK 
meeting,  if  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
had  been  attentive  to  the  publications  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  would  have  seen  a  refutation  of  the  charge 
of  the  attendance  of  the  Paterson  manufacturers 
at  the  New  York  meeting,  supported  by  proof  so 
conclusive,  that  I  believe  it  never  has  been,  and 
never  will  be,  controverted,  showing  the  charge  to 
be  a  mere  fabrication  of  the  same  stamp,  and  for 
the  same  purpose,  with  that  pretended  letter  from 


the  Committee  of  Manufactures.  It  was  their  |  this  cit)%  published  in  sundry  newspapers,  and 
business  to  know  our  own  laws  upon  the  subject, 
and  all  the  changes  before  made  in  them :  also  to 
know  from  what  countries  and  in  what  quantities 
"Wt  draw  our  supply  of  manufactured  articles ;  to 
know,  also,  how  they  can  be  paid  for,  and  what 
commodities  of  this  country  are  prohibited  or  per- 
mitted to  be  sent  in  return;  and  to  know,  further, 
the  capacity  or  incapacity  of  the  several  parts  of 
our  own  country  to  furnish  a  supply  for  our  own 
population. 

if  the  committee  know  these  things,  and  if  they 
have  sense  enough  to  make  the  proper  use^f  in- 
formation furnished  by  practical  men,  or  by  ex- 
perienced officers  of  Government,  communicated 
to  the  House  heretofore,  and  to  lollow,  with  due 
precaution,  a  bill  drawn  up  by  abler  men,  and  ap- 
proved and  passed  at  a  former  session,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  this  House,  it  is  perhaps  enougn.    We 
admit  it  to  be  the  business  of  the  committee  to  be 
able  to  know  and  to  do  all  these  things.    But  it 
is  not  admitted  that  we  are  bound  to  know  all  the 
usages,  nor  even  all  the  regulations  of  foreign 
countries,  nor  to  know  the  particular  names  of 
all  the  places  in  each  foreign  country,  from  which 
manufaetured  articles  are  imported.    Even  if  we 
did  know  all  these  things,  (which  I  for  one,  do 
not  pretend  to,)  it  is  not  certam  that  it  would  have 
been  thought  worth  while  to  make  a  display  of 
our  learning.    Very  minute  information  is  apt  to 


stating,  Down  with  commerce  !  to  be  the  cry  here 
of  the  friends  of  the  Tariff. 

As  to  the  persons  who  have  attended  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures,  on  the  invitation  of  the 
committee,  or  without  invitation,  it  is  due  to  them 
and  to  us  to  say,  that  they  have  all  been  citizens 
of  our  country,  and  gentlemen  of  sood  appearance 
and  good  credit.  And  it  may  be  further  said,  that 
among  the  few  of  them  who  had  any  particular 
interest  and  manufacture  of  their  own  to  promote, 
there  has  been  scarcely  one  who  has  not  gone 
away  disappointed. 

Tnere  is  a  part  of  the  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  which  he  has  not  attempted 
to  explain,  and  which,  not  for  our  own  sake,  but 
for  the  sake  of  the  cause  which  we  advocate,  it  be- 
comes our  duty  to  protest  against.  I  understand 
he  closed  his  personal  comments  on  the  Commit- 
tee of  Manufactures  with  a  defiance,  that,  if  any 
gentleman  thought  himself  insulted,  he  knew 
where  to  come  for  satisfaction,  or  words  of  equiv- 
alent import.  I  do  not  happen  to  remember  that 
a  single  word  had  been  said  by  any  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures  against  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  or  against  any  one  of  those 
writers  called  the  political  economists.  There 
has  been  no  such  complaint,  nor  pretence  of  com- 
plaint. If  any  severity  of  comment  has  been  made 
use  of  on  our  side,  it  came  from  others.    Now, 


be  a  very  dull  matter.    We  have  heard,  at  some    this  may  be  according  to  role,  but  it  appears  rather 


len^,  the  particulars  of  a  story  relative  to  a  bull. 
Have  the  gentlemen  who  are  disposed  to  cate- 
chize upon  these  little  points,  ever  heard  a  certain 
other  story,  how  upon  a  time,  a  certain  town  cor- 
poration had  convened  upon  public  matters.  The 
proposition  was  to  banish  all  the  dogs — upon  some 


odd  that  all  the  quarrel,  all  the  provocation,  all 
the  insult,  whatever  it  is,  and  tne  challenge  to 
boot,  should  come  all  from  one  side ;  and  that  a 
gentleman,  by  nothing  bot  his  own  speech,  should 
undertake  to  fret  himself  into  a  passion  first,  and 
then  into  a  fight.    The  gentleman  from  South 
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Carolina  has  also  thoag[ht  proper  to  iDform  us 
that  he  was  in  the  army  in  the  late  war.  It  may 
be  remembered  that,  in  this  debate,  or  some  other 
in  the  House  lately,  a  gentleman  has  been  men- 
tioned, called  Don  duixote.  I  learn  that  his 
practice  was  to  go  upon  the  high  road,  with  sword 
and  pistol,  and  insist  upon  fis^hting  with  peaceable 
trayellers.  unless  they  would  confess,  off  hand, 
that,  of  ail  fair  ladies,  there  was  none  in  the  coun- 
try to  be  compared  with  a  certain  friend  of  his, 
one  Dulcinea — I  forget  the  rest  of  the  name,  and 
never  was  good  at  remembering  lon^  names — ^per- 
haps it  will  not  be  considered  material.  I  do  con- 
fess myself  to  be  one  of  those  who,  rather  than 
have  a  duel  with  duixote,  would  say  any  thing 
almost  for  Dulcinea,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge ; 
and,  in  preference  to  a  quarrel  with  tne  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  I  should,  if  it  could  be  done 
with  any  sort  of  conscience,  be  most  strongly 
tempted  to  ^o  as  far  for  the  wisdom  of  the  politi- 
cal economists,  as  I  would  for  the  beauty  of  Dul- 
cinea. Formerly,  it  is  said,  the  law  was,  that,  when 
disputes  arose,  and  a  cause  happened  to  come  up, 
very  hard  to  comprehend,  such  puzzling  case  was 
to  be  settlied  by  a  mode  pf  decision,  called,  in  the 
law  stvle  of  that  day.  a  trial  by  battle,  the  very 
sort  or  trial  which  tne  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  seems  to  prefer.  A  party  might  fight 
his  cause  by  himself,  or  by  his  attorney,  called,  in 
that  process,  his  champion.  Now  I  ^ive  notice 
that  I  will  not  be  the  champion  for  this  tariff  bill, 
particularly  since  the  amendments.  Should  I 
ever  change  my  mind,  and  agree  to  enter  the 
lists  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  I 
solemnly  promise  to  release  him  from  the  oath 
ag^ainst  the  employment  of  kll  conjuration  and 
witchcraft.  To  be  more  serious,  it  is  a  mode  of 
decision  which  I  have  never  studied.  It  is  not 
what  I  was  sent  here  for.  It  would  be  con- 
ceding what  might  prove  a  very  injurious  ad- 
vantage. It  is  a  call  to  a  sort  of  honor  which 
I  do  not  want.  I  live,  and  am  glad  of  it,  in 
a  part  of  the  country  where  what  little  respec- 
tability a  man  may  chance  to  have,  needs  no  such 
propping — ^nor  does  the  cause  of  domestic  industry 
require  any  such  support.  If  it  does,  I  for  one, 
have  no  ambition  to  be  a  martyr  to  the  best  tariff 
that  ever  was  devised.  Besides,  it  is  no  discredit 
to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  say,  that 
he  greatly  over-rates  his  own  importance,  as  well 
as  mine,  if  he  supposes  any  thing  we  can  do  can 
settle  the  question.  I  have  other  very  good  reasons. 
I  have,  perhaps,  mentioned  enough.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  is  determined  to  have 
a  personal  contest  upon  this  tariff,  he  shall  not^ 
have  it  with  me,  without  an  actual  attack. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  thought 
proper  to  take  this  occasion  to  applaud  some  dis- 
tinguished citizens  of  his  State.  Some  of  them 
are  living,  and  too  near  to  make  it  worth  while 
for  me  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  their  charac- 
ters. On  the  memory  of  Mr.  Lowndes  I  could 
go,,  in  the  way  of  encomium,  perhaps  farther  than 
the  gentleman  iVom  South  Carolina.  I  have  fre- 
quently heard  him  in  this  House — I  have  known 
him  out  of  it.    1  speak  not  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 


senting any  contrast,  but  give  my  opinion,  often 
declared  in  the  hearing  of  some  who  now  heir 
me,  that  Mr.  Lowndes  was  a  statesman,  who  has 
not  left  his  superior  in  this  nation,  nor  scarccljf 
his  equal.  Every  one  who  remembers  Mr.  Lowndes, 
remembers  that,  with  talents  almost  beyond  the 
lot  of  mortality,  and  seeing  nothing  about  him 
but  respect  and  veneration,  yet  a  man  more  unas- 
suming never  entered  this  House.    There  was 
nothing  pompous  in  him,  no  blustering,  no  rant 
Of  one  thing  only  did  he  ever  appear  ignoraDt, 
and  of  that  always  most  grossly  ignorant— that 
was,  the  magnitude  of  his  own  powers.    If  this 
was  a  defect  in  that  great  man,  it  was  a  defect 
which,  I  must  say,  his  successor  does  appear  most 
happily  exempt  from.    To  end   this  matter:  I 
have  lived  longer  than  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  and  have,  probably,  seen  more  of  ik 
events  and  turns  of  life,  and  more  of  mankind,  and 
have  some  right  to  say  to  him,  that  he  must  have 
been  young  when  h^  entered  into  the  army,  too 
young  to  profit  at  that  school,  and  young  when 
he  came  out  of  it ;  that,  in  one  sense,  he  is  young 
still,  and  has  much  yet  to  learn,  or  he  will  die 
young.    If  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  protest, 
with  some  earnestness,  against  the  course  which 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  thought 
fit  to  take  in  this  debate,  it  is  not  that  I  have  sus- 
pected any  thing  in  him  invidious  or  malicious. 
On  the  contrary,  I  have  no  objection  to  assent, 
with  those  who  know  him  better,  to  the  usnai 
frankness  of  his  disposition,  and  am  willing  to  be- 
lieve that  he  exhibits  an  ardor  of  feeling,  and  a 
vivacity,  which,  at  some  day,  with  a  great  deal 
of  cultivation  and  discipline,  may  render  him 
not  a  useless  defender  of  the   interests  of  his 
country. 

There  is  one  objection  to  this  bill,  which  seems 
to  require  peculiar  notice ;  an  objection  that  has 
been  most  vehemently  pressed  upon  us  by  gende* 
men  here,  and  by  memorials  and  publications 
without  number;  the  destruction  of  commerce 
and  the  navy.  Not  in  this  House,  to  be  sure,  hare 
the  friends  of  domestic  manufactures  been  direct- 
ly charged  with  the  intention  and  design  of  de- 
stroying trade  and  commerce;  it  is  only  contended 
that  such  destruction  must  be  the  certain  effect. 
But  out  of  doors  our  opponents  are  not  quite  so 
generous.  ,  There,  we  are  represented  as  a  rustic, 
envious,  malignant,  and  unprincipled  combina- 
tion, making  agriculture  and  manunicturesa  mere 
pretence  for  the  ruin  of  trade  and  the  navy.  It  b 
degrading  to  plead  not  guilty  to  such  a  charge, 
but  the  falsehood  of  it  must  be  shown. 

The  late  war  was  a  war  for  commerce  only.  « 
was  not  provoked  by  any  injury  but  to  our  trade 
and  to  our  people  connected  with,  and  in  pursuit 
of,  trade  and  navigation.  Our  territory  was  not 
touched — our  citizens  on  shore  were  not  molested. 
That  able  paper  of  the  declaration  of  war  men- 
tions, for  its  causes,  no  outrages  bat  those  to  com- 
merce and  seamen,  except  the  miserable  business 
of  John  Henry,  which,  in  very  doubtful  and  inde- 
finite language,  appears  to  have  been  stuck  m  »^ 
way  of  amendment.  The  sections  of  our  coun- 
try, always  foremost  and  unanimous  in  asking 


2221 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2222 


April,  1824. 


The  Tariff  BiU, 


H.  OF  R. 


protection  for  domestic  industry,  and  here  assailed 
as  enemies  to  foreign  trade,  suffered  their  full 
share  of  whatever  there  was  of  hardship  or  disas- 
ter in  that  war  for  commerce.  It  will  be  admit- 
ted that,  in  paying  taxes,  in  marching  against 
the  enemy,  anci  here,  by  their  representatives,  they 
did  never,  for  one  moment,  shrink  from  the  con- 
flict, in  the  darkest  of  times ;  and  it  is  not  extrav- 
agant to  say  that,  under  Grod,  to  the  firmness  of 
these  people,  now  calumniated  as  the  sordid  ma- 
'  lignant  enemies  of  commercial  wealth,  does  for- 
eign commerce  owe  every  solid,  sure,  and  estab- 
lished right  it  now  enjoys ;  and.  from  their  devo- 
tion to  the  interests  of  the  whole,  their  contempt 
for  the  low  and  selfish  principles  upon  which  this 
bill  is  opposed,  does  it  come  that  we  now  have  a 
flag  that  can  protect  foreign  trade,  and  that  we 
are  not,  abroad,  the  c9mmon  plunder  of-  the 
world. 

Yet  it  would  not  have  been  surprising,  in  that 
war  for  commerce,  on  occasions  of  extreme  gloom 
and  disaster,  whicn  often  happened,  if  some  timid 
few,  or  some  demagogue,  anxious  to  get  himself 
into  Congress,  by  supplanting  some  of  those  who 
had  voted  for  the  war,  had  attempted  to  inflame 
the  mindly  of  those  people  against  such  vexatious 
war,  sapported  by  their  blood  and  their  money,  to 
revenge  injuries  done  to  foreign  trade.  But  even 
that  never  happened,  nor  was  the  man  found 
among  them  who,  at  anv  time,  would  declare  his 
willingness  to  give  up  the  contest  without  secur- 
ing the  commercial  rights  for  which  it  was  en- 
tered into  ;  and,  since  the  war,  they  will  be  found 
to  have  adhered  to  the  same  principles  of  attach- 
ment to  the  commercial  interest.  No  matter  how 
their  requests  have  been  received  ;  no  matter  from 
what  selfish  motives  tlieir  interests  have  been  dis- 
regarded, if,  from  the  whole  immeuse  agricultural 
population  that  now  demands  a  tariff  of  protec- 
tion, a  single  vote,  in  the  House,  can  be  found  to 
have  been  given  against  any  plan  for  extending  or 
protecting  foreign  commerce,  or  against  building 
ships,  or  providing  naval  materials,  or  sending 
embassies  to  promote  trade,  or  squadrons  to  the 
Pacific  ocean  or  Mediterranean  sea,  or  any  other 
sea,  or  any  other  of  the  immense  expenses  of  for- 
eign trade,  let  that  vote  be  produced,  and,  as  far 
as  it  goes,  let  it  be  set  down  to  enmity  to  com- 
merce— ^but  I  believe  no  such  vote  can  be  found. 

Does  any  gentleman  imagine  that  our  people 
who  sustained  that  commercial  war  with  such 
steadiness  and  spirit,  did  so  in  pursuance  of  doc- 
trines such  as^we  have  here  now?  or  dreaming 
that,  in  case  of  success,  they  themselves  were  to 
be  excluded  from  every  possible  benefit  of  it  ?  or, 
after  exerting  themselves  to  the  utmost,  and  risk- 
ing every  thing,  they  should  come  to  the  merchant, 
reinstated  in  their  rights  b^  their  aid  and  their 
fidelity,  with  their  hemp,  their  iron,  and  their  lead, 
and  say  to  him,  "  We  have  no  customers  but  you. 
If  we  raise  grain,  we  have  no  market  for  it.  There 
is  nothing  we  can  sell  but  the  things  we  have 
here ;"  and  be  told  by  the  merchant,  "  True ;  your 
hemp  is  water  rotted  and  strong;  your  iron  is 
tough,  and  sood  for  cannon  and  anchors  and  ship- 
bolts;  but  It  is  all  country  make.    And,  friends, 


you  don't  understand  the  new  light  of  political 
economy — it  is  only  when  you  come  in  tne  capa- 
city of  purchasers  that  we  can  deal  with  you.  We 
employ  the  workmen  and  farmers  of  Englandy 
Wales,  and  Russia,  and  we  thiqk,  in  the  lougrun, 
we  can  save  something  to  ourselves  by  it.  You 
have  never  read  Adam  Smith.  Every  man  for 
himself,  is  the  only  thing  for  the  country.  Here 
it  is  in  the  book.  In  this  way  we  enrich  ourselves, 
as  we  know ;  and  we  make  the  nation  rich,  as  the 
book  shows.  No  monopoly,  no  restriction,  except 
in  our  favor.  Let  us  alone^  until  another  war. 
When  the  doctrine  of  Algiers  comes  next  into 
fashion,  with  the  naval  Powers  of  Europe,  or  any 
one  of  them,  you  may  then  have  just  so  much  in- 
terest in  navigation,  as  to  pay  taxes  and  do  the 
fighting  for  it.*^  Surely  no  manufacturing  or  ag- 
ricultural man,  in  that  war  for  commerce,  could 
have  been  slave  and  fool  enough  to  contend  in 
the  cause,  had  he  imagined  that  there  was  no 
community  of  interests  in  this  nation  ;  no  advan- 
tage by  commerce  but  to  the  merchant ;  no  help- 
ing of  each  other. ;  or,  if  he  had  foreseen,. what  has 
since  actually  happened,  that  the  very  peace  and 
commerce  contended  for,  with  such  profusion  of 
money  and  of  blood,  should,  with  the  exception 
of  some  trifle  of  profit  to  a  handful  of  merchants, 
produce,  after  all,  nothing  but  prosperity  to  foreign 
nations,  and  chiefly  to  Great  Britain,  with  whom 
nye  contended,  and  nothing  but  destruction  and 
death  to  three-fourths  of  the  agricultural,  grain- 
raising,  and  manufacturing  interests  of  our  own 
country. 

There  is  one  species  of  commerce  which  we 
avow  ourselves  opposed  ta  It  is  that  which  is 
employed  in  bringing  from  abroad,  for  our  con- 
sumption, those  common  necessaries  of  life  which 
we  can  produce  at  home,  lead,  glass,  iron,  hemp, 
and  at  least  one  half  our  present  supply  of  imported 
cotton  and  woollen  goods.  Ana  nere  arises  a 
dispute  with  the  advocates  of  commerce.  We 
say  we  are  beggared  and  undone  by  these  impor- 
tations— that  the  nations  which  send  them  to  us 
will  not  take  in  return  any  thing  we  have  to  spare. 
We  say,  that,  to  make  all  these  things  at  home, 
will  take  nothing  from  us  but  grain  and  things 
which  we  at  present  know  not  what  to  do  with  ; 
while  we  are  utterly  exhausted  by  buying  them 
from  foreigners.  -Tnemen  of  commerce  contend, 
that,  to  supply  us  with  these  articles,  is  one  of  their 
perquisites.  They  claim  it  as  a  right,  not,  as  they 
say,  altogether  for  their  own  profit,  but  because 
the  commercial  interests  of  the  country  and  the 
Navy  in  a  great  measure  depend  upon  it.  Now 
examine  the  case,  and  see  if  this  trace  of  importa- 
tion of  goods  ought  to  be  upheld  for  the  benefit  of 
the  merchant,  or  for  any  other  purpose.  First,  the 
very  freight,  the  benefit  so  much  talked  of,  is  not 
confined  exclusively  to  our  own  citizens,  nor  to 
our  own  ships.  About  one-eighth  or  one-seventh 
of  the  importations  which  such  a  clamor  is  made 
about  the  profits  of,  are  by  foreigners,  in  foreign 
ships,  and  this  even  in  time  of  peace.  In  times  of 
war  with  any  naval  Power,  even  that  miserable 
advantage  of  freight  will  certainly  go,  almost  en- 
tirely, with  the  rest  of  the  profits,  to  foreigners. 
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Even  if  it  could  be  secured  entirely  to  our  own 
merchants,  it  would  be  no  sort  of  indemnity  for 
the  evils  of  the  trade.    Observe,  I  speak  only  of 
those  things  which  we  may  have  made  at  home, 
of  our  own  materials.    But,  if  made  at  home, 
there  is  no  freight  or  profit  to  the  importer.    He 
seems  to  think  it  very  reasonable  that  we  should 
agree  to  pay  one  hundred  dollars  to  foreigners,  in 
order  that  he  may  gain  a  profit  of  ten  dollars,  or 
fifteen.    On  this  head,  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
it  has  been  often  said,  and  never,  as  I  know,  de- 
nied, that  more  than  half  of  all  the  importations 
of  manufactures  from  Europe,  are  by  foreigners 
themselves,  directly  on  their  own  account,  and 
vended  here  by  themselves  or  their  agents.    From 
that  fact  the  true  nature  of  all  this  alarm  about  the 
trade  and  the  Navy  of  (he  country  may  be  under* 
stood.    So  far  from  agreeing  that  the  naval  power 
of  the  country  depends  upon  the  consumption  of 
foreign  goods  in  preference  to  the  domestic,  I  con- 
tend that  all  we  hear  about  the  destruction  of  trade 
and  the  Navy,  by  checking  the  importation  of  dry 
goods,  means  nothing  more  than  th^  diminishing 
the  profits  of  the  importer.    Are  we  to  believe  that 
these  merchants  are  seriously  apprehensive  only 
for  navigation  and  the  Navy  ?     Why,  sir,  it  has 
been  during  this  very  session  of  Congress,  that  the 
deplorable  case  of  our  spermaceti  whale  fishery 
has  been  presented  to  us ;  the  noblest  nursery  and 
school  of  the  noblest  seamen  perhaps  on  the  globe, 
comprising  two  years  ago,  142  ships,  and  3,100 
seamen — a  quantity  of  tonnage  double  or  thrice 
that  employed  in  the  trade  of  importing  all  the 
woollen  and  linen  goods,  and  cuttlery,  and  hemp, 
and  lead,  and  glass,  and  leghorn  hats,  that  we 
get  from  Europe;  and  a  body  of  men  perhaps 
combining  a  greater  mass  of  nautical  skill,  hardi- 
hood of  body  and  mind,  devotion  to  country,  dis- 
cipline, self-command,  and  obedience,  than  was 
brought  into  action  on  both  sides,  in  the  battle  of 
the  Nile— all  now  dwindling,  perishing,  on  the 
point  of  extinction.    But  has  any  one  ever  heard 
of  any  Chamber  of  Commerce,  or  any  merchants, 
or  any  of  their  advocates,  interfering  with  us,  or 
any  where  else,  in  favor  of  this  perishing  whale 
fisnery  ? — they,  who  can  snufif  danger  a  mile  ofi*, 
to  the  Navy  and  to  the  navigation,  when  it  threat- 
ens to  stop  the  importation  of  a  yard  of  calico,  br 
a  hob  nail :  and  who,  almost  before  the  bill  for 
the  protection  of  domestic  industry  can  be  printed, 
are  nere  with  their  remonstrances.    I  complain 
not  of  the  merchants.    They  wish  us  to  import 
the  necessaries  of  life,  insteau  of  making  them  at 
home.    They  are  right;  for,  by  it,  they  gain  their 
freight  and  profit.    They  wish  to  so  far  for  our 
supply,  and  tney  are  right;  for  the  farther  they  so 
the  \€ss  chance  there  is  of  competition,  and  the 
greater  the  chance  of  profit.    Hence,  all  that  out- 
cry, some  years  ago,  against  the  protection  of  do- 
mestic cottons,  and  the  exclusion  of  cheap  mus- 
lins from  the  East  Indies.    I  repeat  it,  the  mer- 
chants are  right.    They  act  just  as  Providence 
intended  they  should  act,  taking  care  of  their  own 
interest,  and  adhering  to  that  solely.     They  were 
created  for  this  purposej  and  all  very  good.     There 
is  no  possible  harm  in  it ;  because  Providence  in- 


tended also  to  give  to  the  men  of  the  land  sense 
enough  to  take  some  little  care  of  themselves,  aod, 
when  they  are  the  immense  majority  of  a  natioD, 
not  suffer  themselves  to  be  made  beggars  in  order 
to  make  nobles  of  a  few  merchants ;  not  sufier  all 
their  resources  to  be  exhausted  in  paying  for  for- 
eign goods,  that  the  merchant  may  be  enriched  by 
the  profits  of  transporting  them. 

The  land  part,  the  agricultural  part  of  a  nation 
like  this,  Providence  intended  to  be  supreme.  Oor 
country  is  the  land.    Every  thins  permanent  a 
on  the  land.    Yet  the  commercial  interest  is  to 
be  cherished.    Certainly  it  is ;  but  not  with  sach 
extravagant  devotion  as  to  make  ourselves  tribo- 
taries  and  slaves  to  foreign  industry.    If,  indeed, 
we  found  ourselves  thus  picked  to  the  bone,  and 
consumed  by  our  pwn  citizens  for  their  own  ben- 
efit, and  if  the  means  and  resources  of  our  own 
country  were  increased  by  exhausting  us;  that  is, 
suppose  it  to  be  the  case  that  some  sections  of  our 
country  should  supply  us  with  manufactured  goods, 
as  Europe  does  now,  and,  thus  supplying  us,  sun- 
pose  they  by  some  means  should  refuse  to  take 
from  us,  in  exchange,  the  chief  articles  we  hare 
to  give,  our  grain,  our  flour,  and  agricultural  pro- 
ductions, though  we  could  afford  them  at  halltbe 
price  which  they  would  be  obliged  to  pay  for 
them  at  home — in  that  situation,  impossible,  in- 
deed, under  our  form  of  Government — butwbicb, 
if  it  was  the  very  actual  fact,  would,  indeed,  as  to 
all  purposes  of  individual  poverty  and  oppression, 
leave  us  exactly  as  we  are  now — yet  then  we 
should  have  the  consolation  to  know  that  what 
caused  weakness  and  depression  to  us,  produced 
some  wealth  and  power  to  our  country.    But 
there  is  nothing  of  that  in  our  case.    Our  distress 
is  more  bitter  from  the  reflection  that  we  are  ex- 
hausted for  the  purpose  of  giving  aflluence  and 
power  to  strangers,  to  aliens,  to  rivals,  to  enemies. 
And  so  far  from  helping  the  case,  it  is  an  aggra- 
vation and  an  insult  to  l>e  told  by  our  own  mer- 
chants that  we  ought  to  submit  tamely  to  be  de- 
voured by  foreign  industry,  because  some  of  the 
crumbs,  one  miserable  tenth  part  of  the  plunder, 
may  go,  by  way  of  freight  and  profits,  into  the 
pockets  of  the  merchants. 

As  to  fact  and  experience,  there  is  not  now,  nor 
was  there  ever  since  the  world  began,  a  country 
possessing  commerce  and  naval  power,  and  main- 
taining them  by  the  importation  of  foreign  com- 
merce;  nor  is  there  any  possible  connexion  be- 
tween naval  power  and  consuming  foreign  goods. 
We  import  nothing,  which  can  be  stricuv  called 
manufactured  goods,  from  the  Island  oi  Cuba; 
we  import  none  such  from  Hayti;  yet  we  have 
more  snips  and  more  tonnage  employed  in  the 
trade  with  these  islands  than  we  employ  in  the 
importation  of  goods  from  all  parts  of  Gk^^ 
Britain.  Further,  the  only  considerable  arliclw» 
the  importation  or  which  is  likely  to  be  ^^^^^' 
ed  by  this  tariff,  are  woollen  and  cotton  goods, 
iron,  lead,  hemp,  hempen  and  linen  goods,  aQa 
Leghorn  hats.  We  know  the  quantity  and  weigW 
of  iron,  lead,  and  hemp,  imported,  and  what  ton- 
nage they  employ ;  and  we  may,  by  estimate,  come 
near  enough  to  the  amount  of  tonnage  emplofw 
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ia  importing  those  other  foods.    Then,  sir,  let 
any  geatleinan  make  the  caTculatioa ;  let  him  set 
it  down  that  all  these  importations  are  in  our  own 
ships,  which  is  not  the  fact,  and  that  they  will 
always  continue  in  our  own  ships,  and  no  war 
erer  molest  us ;  let  him  set  it  down  that,  by  ex- 
eluding  a  part  of  these  things,  we  are  to  import 
nothing  instead  of  them ;  that  bur  domestic  man- 
ufactures are  never  to  be  exported,  and  their  pros- 
perity to  have  no  beneficial  effect  upon  the  wealth, 
and  of  coarse  upon  the  commerce  of  the  country, 
and  what  will  it  all  amount  to  ?    Why,  sir,  he 
will  find  that  the  loss  of  tonnage,  by  the  dimin- 
ished imnortation  of  woollen  and  cotton  goods, 
iron,  leaa,  hemp,  hempen  and  linen  goods,  ana 
Leghorn  hats,  cannot,  by  any  tolerable  mode  of 
calculation,  be  made  to  reach  anyways  near  the 
amount  of  our  tonnage  now  employed  in  the  im- 
portation of  the  three  articles  of  molasses,  coffee, 
and  tea. 

I  pray,  then,  that  we  may  have  an  end  to  this 
charge  of  hostility  to  commerce ;  there  is  not  sol- 
idity enough  in  it  for  a  congreg^ation  from  the 
wharves  of  a  city.     To  import  tne  necessaries  of 
life,  which  may  be  produced  at  home,  is  not  com- 
merce 3  it  is  the  worst  abuse  of  commerce;  it  is 
to  be  the  victim  of  commerce.    We  declare  our- 
selves to  be  the  friends  of  commerce,' when  we 
profess  ourselves  the  friends  of  industry  on  shore ; 
they  may  consist  together — indeed  they  may  stand 
better  together.    We  are  not  bound  to  choose  be- 
tween them ;  if  we  were,  I  should  say  that  the 
laad  is  our  home,  and  not  the  sea.    I  should  say 
that  internal  wealth  and  manufacturing  industry 
can  of  themselves  create  commerce.    Without 
them  commerce  is  precarious;  liable  to  total  de- 
struction in   the  first  war  with  any  first,  second, 
or  third  rate  naval  Power  of  Europe.    With  them 
commerce  is  imperishable.    Sink  every  ship^  pub- 
lic and  private,  m  the  ocean — with  domestic  in- 
dustry, and  freedom  from  foreign  tribute,  we  can 
be  able,  in  less  than  five  years'  time,  to  replace 
them  all.    But  why  rely  on  argument?    I  repeat 
it,  we  have  experience  to  go  by,  and  the  actual 
fact  that  everjr  commercial  nation  in  Europe, 
without  exception,  is  prosperous  exactly  in  propor- 
tion to  the  vigilance  with  which  it  protects  its 
own  manufacturing  industry,  by  excluding  the 
foreign,  and  nuts  down  this  spurious,  pernicious 
commerce  or  importation  of  manufactured  goods. 
As  to  the  island  of  Great  Britain,  the  first  com- 
mercial country  of  the  world,  everybody  knows 
that  not  only  her  wealth,  but  her  salvation,  is  sup- 
posed to  depend  upon  her  naval  power  and  her 
commerce,  both  of  which  it  has  oeen  her  chief 
aim  for  ages  to  promote.    If  any  interest  predom- 
inates in  that  country,  it  is  the  commercial  inter- 
^t-    Yet  no  temptation  of  cheapness,  no  employ- 
ment or  encouragement  of  shipping  or  seamen,  no 
argument  of  the  political  economists,  has  ever  in- 
duced her  for  one  day,  since  her  naval  ascend- 
ency, to  permit  the  importation  of  any  article  for 
domestic  use  which  domestic  industry  could  pos- 
sibly be  made  to  produce.    France,  probably  the 
second  naval  Power  of  Europe,  follows  the  same 
policy  with  the  same  success.    So  other  coun- 


tries; and  from  their  examples,  and  from  the 
contrary  examples  of  weak  and  miserable  nations, 
we  may  learn  and  may  know,  that  to  employ 
commerce  to  supersede  home  manufacture,  by  the 
importation  of  foreign  goods,  is  ultimately  as. de- 
structive to  the  naval  power  as  it  is  to  the  domes- 
tic industry  of  a  country. 

Gentlemen  have  apprehended  the  resentment  of 
foreign  nations  if  we  discontinue  the  use  of  their 
manufactures.    They  ask.  Will  not  Great  Britain 
retaliate?    The  same  gentlemen  are  very  unani- 
mous in  denouncing  what  is  called  the  system  of 
restrictions,  the  system  of  exclusion  of  the  foreign, 
and  protection  of  the  home  industry.    They  say- 
it  is  despotic,  useless,  pernicious.    That  it  can 
serve  no  possible  purpose  but  that  of  mischief,  and 
destruction  to  commerce,  trade,  and  the  Navy. 
They  say  that  not  only  all  the  philosophers  and 
economists  of  England  condemn  it,  but  the  speak- 
ers in  Parliament,  the  committees'  of  the  Com- 
mons denounce  it;  that  the  opinions  of  Lord 
Bacon,  and  of  all  the  statesmen  of  that  great 
countrjr,  from  time  immemorial,  have  all  gone  out 
of  fashion ;  and  that,  since  the  light  of  the  econo- 
mists has  sprung  up,  the  Government  and  the 
nation  are  tired  of  tne  present  destructive  system, 
and  watching  the  first  opportunity  to  rid  them- 
selves of  it.    Further,  they  say  that  England  has 
acquired  her  wealth  and  power,  not  bjr  her  re- 
strictions, not  by  her  protection  of  domestic  indus- 
try, not  by  her  manufactures,  but  in  spite  of  them 
all;  and  that  the  truest  estimate  of  the  balance  of 
trade,  and  criterion  of  national  wealth,  is,  not 
what  a  nation  fabricates  and  sends  abroad,  but 
what  she  imports.    In  fine,  that  England  is  very 
unhappy,  from  having  started  her  system  before 
the  new  light  of  modern  times;  while  we,  by  fol- 
lowing the  dogmas  of  the  economists,  are  in  the 
high  road  of  prosperity.    Very  good.    Then,  it 
seems,  England  is  to  be  very  much  hurt  if  we 
presume  to  beggar  ourselves  by  the  passage  of 
this  tariff  bill.    The  English  will  show  resent- 
ment if  we  do  all  we  can  to  relieve  them  from  the 
effects  of  a  system  which  they  are  anxious  to 
abandon;  which  they  find  to  be  pernicious;  and, 
most  dreadful  of  all,  they  are  sure  to  be  grievouslv 
offended  at  our  destruction  of  our  own  Navy,    t 
despair  of  throwing  any  light  upon  such  argu- 
ments, and  quit  them  with  one  word.    It  appears 
worse  than  idle  to  apprehend,  in  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, such  a  silly  malignity  as  to  resent  our 
attempting  to  do  a  part  of  our  own  work,  to  re- 
lieve our  own  distresses,  and  give  employment  to 
our  own  people.    Does  any  one  among  us  feel 
resentment  against  the  British  Government,  for 
their  policy,  which  extracts  from  us  a  voluntary- 
tribute  of  so  many  millions  a  year  ?    Do  we  think 
ourselves  injuriously  treated,  because  Great  Britain 
refuses  to  take  from  us  our  grain  and  flour  cheaper 
than  she  can  produce  them  herself?    Every  one 
knows  the  prodigious  efforts  made,  and  the  im- 
mense expenses  incurred,  by  Great  Britain,  for  the 
restoration  of  the  royal  family  of  France.    They 
succeeded,  at  last,  and  restored  the  Bourbons  to 
the  throne.    If  ever  England  had  a  fair  title  to  a 
great  foreign  customer,  here  certainly  was  one; 
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and  how  gladly  British  policy  would  have  seized 
this  occasion  to  break  down  tne  new  manufactur- 
ing establishments  of  France,  particularly  the  cot- 
tons, every  one  may  judaic.  Yet  the  Frenoh  Gov- 
ernment was  deaf  to  all  terms  for  the  admission 
of  British  manufactures.  One  of  the  first  acts  of 
power,  by  the  restored  Grovernment,  was,  to  pro- 
tect the  industrjr  of  their  own  nation,  by  excluding 
British  competition.  Did  this  produce  in  Eng- 
land any  resentment,  or  any  complaint?  Never 
any,  that  we  know  of.  It  may  be  said,  and  I  be- 
lieve has  been  said,  somewhere,  that  the  French 
Government,  newhr  seated  in  power,  were  deterred 
from  admitting  foreign  manufactures,  through 
fear  of  popular  displeasure.  How  that  may  be, 
we  cannot  pretend  to  know.  But  let  it  be  so. 
What  a  lesson  ought  it  to  give  us.  The  populace 
of  France,  whom  we  sometimes  affect  to  consider 
as  not  the  deepest  thinkers — France,  the  chief 
nest  of  the  brood  of  political  economists,  and  of 
the  advocates  for  buying  always  where  you  can 
buy.  the  cheapest — they,  it  seems,  could  have  firm- 
ness of  purpose  and  forethought  suflScient  to  resist 
the  temptation  of  buying  cheap  foreign  goods, 
some  of  them,  particularly  the  cottons,  at  a  price 
very  greatly  below  what  they  could  be  had  for  at 
home,  and  could  forego  a  present  advantage  for 
the  sake  of  futurity.  Largely,  indeed,  have  they 
beeii  indemnified  for  the  temporary  loss  occasioned 
by  this  wise  protection  of  the  rising  manufactures 
ot  the  country,  by  a  subsequent  prosperity,  almost 
unexampled. 

Are  we,  then,  to  be  lei  away  by  the  words, 
freedbm  of  trade,  monopoly,<restriction,  and  every 
man  gaining  most  for  the  nation  who  gains  most 
for  himself?  They  are  all  mere  words,  mere 
sound^  as  applicable  to  this  argument.  Sir,  Gov- 
ernment is  restriction;  laws  are  restriction.  It  is 
for  the  sake  of  restriction,  and  for  combining  and 
directing  the  parts  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  that 
men  enter  into  society.  It  is  only  by  restriction 
that  we  can  meet  the  unanimity  and  discipline  of 
foreign  nations.  As  well  in  time  of  war  might 
it  be  insisted  on  that  soldiers  should  fire  and  load, 
and  advance  and  retreat,  each  one  according  to 
his  own  discretion,  under  pretence  that  every 
man  who  does  best  for  himself  does  best  for  the 
army. 

It  is  apprehended  that  the  encouragement  of 
domestic  industry  will  injure  the  public  revenue. 
We  admit  that  our  present  revenue  is  derived 
chiefly  from  the  duties  on  importations.  Yet  I 
trust  it  will  be  admitted  on  the  other  side,  that  the 
consumption  of  foreign  goods  is  not  the  only 
means  of  raising  the  revenue.  And  further,  I 
trust,  it  will  be  admitted,  that  while  the  nation 
exists,  and  while  our  people  are  wealthy  and 
prosperous,  there  never  can  be  a  want  of  revenue 
to  support  the  credit  or  defence  of  the  country. 
There  must  be  taxes.  The  question  is  only  as  to 
the  preferable  mode  of  taxation.  The  tax  on  im- 
ported manufactures  is  paid  by  the  people,  the 
consumers.  It  is  said  to  be  a  concealed  tax,  and 
therefore  paid  willingly.  Let  it  be  that  it  is  paid 
willingly.  I  deny  that  it  is  paid  ignorantly. 
Now,  then,  let  us  in  a  few  words,  with  an  eye 


constantly  to  the  bill  before  us,  examine  the  sound- 
ness of  this  policy  which  is  contended  for  with 
such  gravity  by  some,  and  with  such  heat  by 
others,  of  importing,  for  the  sake  of  revenue, 
manufactures  from  abroad  which  we  are  capable 
of  producing  at  home.  For  that  portion  of  wool- 
len and  cotton  ^oods,  hempen  and  linen  goods« 
iron,  hemp,  lead,  glass,  ana  Leghorn  hat«,  now 
imported  from  abroad,  and  which  will  be  ex- 
cluded and  supplied  by  domestic  industry,  if  this 
bill  becomes  a  law.  we  now  pay  to  foreigners,  say 
ten  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  These  articles,  on 
their  importation,  afford,  on  the  average,  to  the 
revenue,  a  tax,  say  of  twenty-five  per  cent.  This 
tax  is  paid  by  the  people  of  the  country,  the  con- 
sumers of  the  goods.  It  amounts  to  92,500,000 ; 
which  sum  goes  into  the  public  treasury.  Clearly, 
the  people  of  the  country  not  only  pay  this  tax, 
but  in  paying  it  they  have  also  to  pay  the  prices 
of  the  articles,  the  ten  millions  of  dollars  original 
purchase  money.  They  most  pay,  also,  the  im- 
porter's profits,  the  merchant's  profits,  the  freiffat, 
the  insurance — not,  probably,  less,  altogether, 
than  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  the  $12,500,000.  So 
that,  in  advancing  to  the  publie  treasury  the  sum 
of  $3,500,000,  our  citizens  actually  pay  the  sum  of 
$15,625,000;  ten  millions  of  dollars  of  which  sam, 
as  far  as  respects  ourselves,. might  as  well  be  sunk 
in  the  ocean — ^perhaps  better — for  it  goes,  perhaps, 
to  rivals ;  perhaps  to  enemies.  At  any  rate,  our 
citizen,  contributing  by  this  sort  of  assessment  to 
the  support  of  his  *  Government,  for  every  one 
dollar  he  pays  to  his  own  country,  has  four  dollars 
to  pay  to  foreign  industry.  But,  worse  than  any 
thing  yet  mentioned  in  this  mode  of  raising  reve- 
nue, is  the  circumstance  that,  with  respect  to  the 
greatest  proportion  of  the  people,  who  pay  this 
$15,625,000,  in  order  to  place  $2,500,000  in  the 
Treasury,  so  far  are  they  from  getting  the  slight- 
est incidental  advantage  from  this  mode  of  sup- 
porting their  Government,  that,  by  it;  they  only 
drive  their  neighbors,  the  manufacturers,  into 
idleness  and  beggary,  and  deprive  themselves  of 
the  only  possible  market  they  can  have  for  their 
agricultural  productions.  And  this  is  the  very 
popular  mode  of  taxation  spoken  of.  Sir,  if  there 
is,  among  our  countrymen,  such  fanatical  blind- 
ness, as  to  prefer  ,to  pay  their  taxes  in  this  way, 
I  do  not  know  where  it  exists. 

In  answer  to  the  objections  that  we  are  too 
young  a  country  to  do  our  own  work,  and  that  we 
lack  capital  necessary  for  manufactures,  1  ask 
leave  to  adopt  a  remark  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster,)  who,  if  I  am  able 
to  judge  of  the  matter,  is  more  of  a  philosopher 
than  a  politician;  and  when  t  apply  the  word 
philosopher  to  him,  if  the  term  has  more  than  one 
sense,  I  give  it  no  sinister  meaning.  He  has  re- 
marked that  the  age  of  a  nation  is  not  to  be  counted 
from  the  settlement  of  a  country — never  was  a 
thing  said  more  truly.  We  were  taken  not  from 
the  seed,  but,  like  a  tree,  or  rather  a  branch,  trans- 
planted ;  and  when  our  forefathers  landed  on  these 
shores,  and  had  formed  themselves  into  Govern- 
ments, they  were,  for  all  the  chief  purposes  of 
this  discussion,  as  old  as  the  stock  they  sprung 
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from.  As  to  capital,  whenever  there  has  heen  in 
our  country  a  demand  for  the  products  of  domes* 
tic  industry,  there  never  has  been  felt  a  want  of 
capital  to  carry  it  on.  Have  our  glass  works, 
our  iron  works,  sunk  for  want  of  capital,  our 
lead  mines,  our  straw  and  grass  bats,  our  hemp? 
Are  our  woollen  factories  now  sinkiog  for  want 
of  capital  ?  Or  rather,  are  they  not  all  sunk,  or 
sinking,  for  want  of  customers,  for  want  of  a 
market  ?  Industry  is  capital — credit  is  capital — 
protection  is  itself  capital  i  and  whenever  a  mon- 
eyed capital  may  be  wanted,  all  these  will  in- 
sure it. 

Not  a  little  has  been  said  about  the  balance  of 
trade,  and  we  have  been  beset,  throughout  almost 
the  whole  of  this  debate,  by  authorities  drawn 
from  the  books  of  the  writers  called  modern  po- 
litical economists.  The  practical  rule  for  national 
"wealth  has  been,  not  willingly  to  purchase  the 
products  of  a  foreign  country  more  than  they  will 
take  of  your  own ;  that  is,  not  to  encourage  the 
industry  of  those  who  refuse  to  encourage  yours : 
for  example,  not  bu^  the  manufactures  of  those 
who  reject  your  grain.  This  is  wrong,  gentle- 
men say,  in  theory.  So  be  it;  but,  in  practice,  it 
is  adhered  to,  I  need  no^8ay  by  every  wise  nation, 
but  certainly  by  every  wealthy  and  prosperous 
nation.  Gentlemen  say,  and  so  say  the  econo- 
mists, that  what  is  called  an  unfavorable  balance 
of  trade,  is  no  reason  against  importing  manufac- 
tures instead-  of  making  them.  It  is  impossible, 
they  say,  to  purchase  more  than  you  are  able  to 
pay  for.  The  remark  is  true  and  intelligible 
enough,  but  it  has  no  application  to  the  subject. 
What  sluggishness,  what  dependence,  what  beg- 
gary, either  of  an  individual  or  of  a  nation,  may 
not  be  defended  by  the  same  argument?  You 
cannot  be  exhausted  of  more  than  you  have. 
Very  true;  but,  what  would  be  just  as  bad.  you 
can  be  eithausted  of  all  that  you  have — all  the 
consolation  of  that  argument  will  apply  as  well 
to  a  pauper  in  the  poor  house.  Bonaparte  and 
the  British  ministry,  it  has  been  stated,  wrangled 
for  whole  weeks,  if  not  for  months,  during  the 
peace  of  1803.  about  the  quantities  of  goods  which 
the  people  oi  the  two  nations  might  exchange 
with  each  other.  Each  party,  obstinate  to  the 
very  last  in  refusing  to  take  the  products  of  the 
other,  unless  they  were  permitted  to  be  paid  for  in 
the  products  of  the  nation  receiving  them.  Whe- 
ther right  or  not,  all  this  was  done  by  statesmen ; 
and  let  it  not  be  forgotten  that,  while  doing  it, 
they  had  all  the  metaphysical  books  of  the  econo- 
mists before  their  eyes;  or,  if  not  all  their  books, 
yet  all  their  discoveries  had  been  made  before 
that  time,  made  and  published  by  Frenchmen 
and  by  Britons,  for  the  good  of  their  own  dear 
countries,  and  calculated  for  their  own  latitudes. 
Of  these  discoveries,  the  grandest  is  said  to  be 
that,  in  order  to  get  rich,  a  nation  has  nothing  to 
do  but  to  refuse  to  eat  or  drink  or  wear  any  thing 
made  or  produced  at  home,  provided  it  can  be 
had  cheaper  from  abroad,  so  that  we  see  how 
completely  opposite  to  these  discoveries  has  been 
the  practice  of  the  two  nations;  and,  from  this, 
and  from  all  their  conduct  before  and  since,  it  is 


plain  that  the  two  countries  which  produced  these 
political  economists  have  always  looked  upon 
them  as  so  many  conceited  enthusiasts,  and  have 
taken  special  care  never  to  meddle,  practically, 
with  their  books,  except  so  far  as  to  print  and  ex- 
port them.  In  some  toreign  countries,  they  have 
had,  to  be  sure,  an  amazing  run.  I  am  not  go- 
ing to  try  m]^  band  at  disentangling  their  argu- 
ments. Let  it  be,  that  all  their  reasoning  on  the 
subject  is  so  correctly  metaphysical,  and  so  deep, 
as  not  to  be  comprehended  nor  refuted.  What 
then  ?  In  legislatmg  for  a  great  country,  are  we 
to  draw  dur  information  and  our  opinions  from 
the  deductions  of  theoretical  writers  ?  Or  are  we 
to  look  to  the  practice  of  statesmen,  and  to  the 
actual  effect  which  different  systems  have  had 
upon  the  prosperity  or  the  decay  of  nations  ?  In 
the  concerns  of  private  life,  we  know  how  to  guard 
ourselves  from  the  delusions  of  theory.  If  a  pro- 
jector brings  us  his  patent  machine,  we  do  not  as- 
certain its  utility  by  sitting  down  to  chop  logic 
with  the  inventor,  and  puzzle  ourselves  with  his 
metaphysical  reasons,  wherefore  the  contrivance 
ought  to  answer  the  purpose;  but  we  cut  short  the 
debate  by  asking,  how  will  it  go  ?  how  will  it 
work?  So,  if  you  are  sick,  and  a  quack  produces 
a  bottle  full  of  his  medicine,  though  he  may  call 
it  the  very  elixir  of  life,  •  and  may  enter  into  all 
the  most  sophisticated  refinements  of  unanswera- 
ble reasoning  to  sbow  the  properties  and  effects  of 
the  ingredients  he  may  have  put  into  the  kettle, 
yet,  because  vou  cannot  refute  the  doctrine,  you 
do  not,  therefore,  swallow  the  drug,  at  any  rate, 
not  until  you  ascertain  the  small  matter  of  fact 
that  it  has  cured,  or  at  least  not  killed,  some 
former  patient.  So  in  every  thing  else  relating  to 
the  real  business  of  private  life,  we,  in  the  same 
way,  know  how  to  distinguish  what  is  useful 
fr9m  what  is  good  for  nothing,  or  pernicious,  and 
we  invariably  trust  not  to  the  palaver  of  argu- 
ment, but  to  the  test  of  experience.  Let  us,  then, 
apply  the  same  rule  of  common  sense  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  public,  and  not  think  it  enough  to  be 
told  that  such  and  such  is  the  opinion  of  the  im- 
mortal modern  philosophers.  The  best  of  philos- 
ophers are  not,  perhaps,  of  much  use  in  practical 
legislation.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  CABfBRfiLENo)  has  instructed  us  by  a  very 
^ood  quotation  frond  Edmund  Burke.  Let  him, 
if  he  pleases,  try  his  blind  again  at  the  business, 
and  see  if  he  cannot  produce  Burke's  opinion  ot 
this  race  of  political  economists. 

Somebody  (no  matter  who)  once  imagined  how 
thunderstruck  a  quack  would  be,  if,  in  the  very 
heat  and  midst  of  his  harangue  upon  the  virtues 
of  his  medicine,  one  of  his  patients,  at  the  first 
draught,  should  drop  down  dead  before  his  eyes ! 
But  he  (whoever  he  was)  knew  nothing  of  mod- 
ern times,  our  quacks  of  economists,  and  their  dis- 
ciples, so  far  from  being  confounded,  seem  to 
acquire  fresh  assurance  upon  the  death  of  every 
new  patient.  Holland  took  the  dose,  and  is  blasted. 
Russia  tried  it  for  a  while — with  what  effect,  has 
been  already  suflSciently  stated.  To  describe  the 
condition  oi  that  country,  while  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  drug,  is  exactly  to  describe  our  present 
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condition.  We  hare  had  fully  enough  of  it.  No 
nation  has  ever  escaped,  that  has  followed  "the 
new  guide  to  wealth."  Even  our  very  Indians 
have  not  escaped.  They,  to  be  sure,  have  never 
read  Adam  Smith.  But,  corrupted  and  undone 
by  partial  civilization,  or  by  the  neighborhood  of 
civilization,  (not  all  of  them,  perhaps,)  they  are 
true  modern  political  economists  from  instinct 
or  habit,  and  without  dreaming  of  any  exertion  to 
help  themselves,  from  mere  laziness,  depend  on 
begging,  as  we  dp  on  importing.  And  what  a 
glorious  proof  it  niust  have  been  of  the  wisdom  of 
the  immortal  modern  philosophers,  to  hare  seen 
those  Indians,  with  their  bare  bacKs,  waiting  for 
an  arrival  from  Ensland,  and  our  importing  Gov- 
ernment obliged  to  depend  upon  the  magnanimity, 
or,  if  you  please,  upon  the  avarfce  of  our  enemy, 
for  a  supplv  of  blankets  to  save  the  yellow  econ- 
omists of  the  forest  fVom  perishing ! 

I  have  said  that  Great  Britain  and  France, 
the  countries  that  produced  the  political  econo- 
mists, reject  their  doctrines.  Gentlemen  say  that 
Great  Britain  is  fast  becoming  a  convert  to  the 
books ;  and  they  prove  it,  not  by  acts  of  legisla- 
tion, but  by  selecting  a  stray  spieech  or  two.  If 
the  strictness  of  their  laws  respecting  navigation 
has  been  in  some  instances  relaxed,  what  has  that 
to  do  with  their  protection  of  agriculture  and 
manufactures  ?  So,  some  of  our  regulations  in 
favor  of  our  own  navigation  have  been  relaxed, 
not  from  any  liberality  to  foreigners,' but  for  the 
benefit,  and  probably  at  the  request,  of  our  own 
merchants.  In  these  restrictions  on  navigation. 
it  is  found  at  last  there  are  two  sides.  But  will 
gentlemen  seriously  contend  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment have  thought  of  admitting  our  grain  and 
flour^  and  the  manufactures  of  France,  without 
restriction,  into  the  consumption  of  their  country? 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Ca/h- 
BRBLENG,)  in  Opposing  this  bill,  has  asked,  "  Do 
you  not  see  the  angry  war-clouds  gathering  in  the 
South  V  As  if  the  probability,  or  even  the  pos- 
sibility of  war,  was  not  of  itself  the  strongest 
reason ;  and  even  if  there  was  no  other,  was  not 
of  itself  a  sufficient  reason  for  our  encouragement 
of  domestic  manufactures,  and  dependence  upon 
our  own  industry.  Whetner  we  regard  the  reve- 
nue necessary  for  carrying  on  war,  and  the  incon- 
venience and  danger  of  stopping  it  at  the  time  it  is 
most  wanted,  or  any  other  of  the  resoutces  de- 
manded for  carrying  it  on ;  or  the  loss  and  confu- 
sion which  attends  the  sudden  interruption  of  our 
usual  supply  of  manufactures, — ^it  is  very  clear 
that  domestic  industry  is  more  wanted  for  war 
than  for  peace. 

There  is  a  matter  which,  as  it  has  been  already 
discussed,  I  shall  advert  to  very  briefly.  It  is  said 
the  passage  of  this  bill  will  be  peculiarly  injuri- 
ous to  those  portions  of  the  country  whose  staple 
article  is  cotton.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  -it 
has  been  Asserted  (and  though  denied,  the  denial 
has  not  been  supported  by  fact  or  argument  or 
probability)  that  the  protection  allowed  by  this 
bill,  to  the  different  interests  comprehended  in  it, 
is  not  so  high  nor  so  complete,  ffenerally,  as  the 
protection  by  the  existing  law  to  the  cotton  grower 


of  a  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound  on  the  im- 
ported article.  And  further,  it  has  been  said  with 
great  truth,  that  no  article  better  deserves  to  be 
protected  ;  and  that  there  is  no  portion  of  our 
agricultural  industry,  nor  scarcely  any  portion  of 
our  manufacturing  industry,  that  requires  a  larger 
protection.  The  consumption  of  cotton  in  our 
country  is  at  present  immense.  With  a  due  en- 
couragement of  our  own  manufactures,  it  mast  be 
next  to  incalculable.  Those  manufactures  must 
afford  a  certain  market — it  ought  to  be  the  ffreat- 
est  market — it  will  be  the  greatest  market. 

I  speak  the  opinions  of  men  practically  ac- 
quainted with  the  whole  subject,  when  I  say  that, 
with  what  is  called  free  trade,  our  cultivators  of 
cotton  must  be  undersold  by  other  nations ;  and 
their  reasons  appear  conclusive ;  that  it  is  an  arti- 
cle which,  in  some  other  countries,  has  but  lately 
began  to  be  cultivated,  with  the  greatest  success ; 
and  that  nearly  all  countries,  where  it  is  raised, 
are  possessed  or  advantae;es  in  almost  every  respect 
superior  to  ours ;  that  tney  have  generally  a  bet- 
ter soil ;  that  the  greater  rigor  oi  our  climate  in 
Winter  makes  the  clothing  of  slaves  in  our  coun- 
try much  more  expensive — while  the  greater  lenity 
with  which  they  are  treated,  a  lenity  produced  by 
our  laws  or  our  manners,  makes  tneir  labor  lea 
profitable  to  the  master.  So  that  of  all  parts  of 
our  country  those  most  unanimously  opposed  to 
this  bill  owe  the  most,  and  must  continue  to  owe 
the  most  to  the  system  of  protection.  If  protec- 
tion is  a  tax  for  the  benefit  of  those  protected,  that 
tax  is  imposed  for  the  benefit  of  the  cotton  grow- 
er: rightly,  I  say.  And  if  an  increase  shall  be 
required  to  effect  the  full  purpose,  I  am  for  in- 
creasing it.  But  I  am  not  tor  stopping  there,  but 
for  giving,  upon  the  same  principles,  a  just  and 
equal  protection  to  domestic  industry  wherever 
else  it  may  be  wanted,  so  as  to  secure  at  least 
our  own  markets  for  the  productions  of  our  own 
country. 

Mr.  Tod  having  taken  his  seat — 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  in  re- 
ply, and  observed  that,  although  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  has  buried  m  the  very  centre 
of  his  argument  the  personal  notice  witn  which 
he  has  been  pleased  to  honor  me,  in  a  manner 
somewhat  calculated,  at  this  late  hour,  to  sub- 
tract from  the  effect  of  its  pungency,  I  cannot 
permit  his  sarcasms,  caustic  and  successful  as  they 
have  been,  (and  however  hopeless  the  warfare  on 
my  part,)  to  pass  without  a  brief,  and  I  trust,  tem- 
perate notice.  I  confess,  without  any  feeling  of 
self  reproach,  that  the  excitement  they  occasioned 
has  gone  by,  and  I  now  regard  what  he  has  said 
"  more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger." 

The  eentleman  from  Pennsylvania  knows,  and 
knows  full  well,  that  I  did  not  require  his  admo- 
nition this  morning  to  convince  me  that  I  had 
wronged  him  yesterday  in  the  tone  and  temper 
of  my  remarks.  He  has,  therefore,  correctly 
stated,  what  I  do  not  blush  to  hear,  that  I  waited 
on  him  this  morning,  and  expressed  my  sorrow 
and  voluntary  regrets  for  the  unkind  and  disre- 
spectful character  of  these  remarks.  In  truth,  sir, 
the  reflections  of  my  pillow  advised  roe  of  my 
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error.    Yesterday,  in  the  beat  of  an  irritating  dis- 
cussion, I  spoke  mtemperately  of  the  gentleman, 
without  jast  provocation;  for  it  would  beuncan- 
did  in  me  not  to  admit  that,  during  the  unpleasant 
and  protracted  discussion  of  the  tariff,  his  manner 
has  been  civil,  and  his  temper,  on  the  whole,  con- 
ciliatory.    When,  therefore,  I  made  him    this 
atonement,  I  did  it  without  parsimony  or  stint, 
from  the  sincere  overflowing  of  my  regrets.    I 
moreover  confess,  in  making  him  the  reparation 
to  which  he  had,  then,  so  just  a  claim,  I  did  not 
measure  my  words  with  a  punctilious  jealousy, 
but  went  cordially  and  honestly  to  the  purposes 
of  conciliation  ;  for  I  felt  that  these  were  offices 
which  became  me,  as  a  gentleman,  even  if  I  could 
be  altogether  insensible  to  the  obligations  of  a 
Christian.  From  this  statement,  I  might,  I  think, 
without   hesitation,  submit  to  the  candor  and 
magnanimity  of  this  House  the  question,  (if  I  de- 
sired such  support)  how  far  I  have  merited  the 
harsh  and  unkind  retort  of  the  gentleman,  after 
aU  that  has  passed.    Yet,  nevertheless,  though  his 
conduct  does  not  nermit  me  to  reiterate,  on  the 

S resent  occasion,  tne  atonement  I  privately  made 
im,  I  scorn  to  take  back  one  jot  if  it.  No,  sir : 
This  is  due  to  the  House,  if  not  to  the  gentleman 
himself.  I  was  wrong  yesterday ;  I  will  not  put 
myself  more  entirely  in  the  wrong,  to-day,  by  the 
smallest  intemperance*  The  gentleman  has  got 
his  reparation,  and  may  keep  it. 

The  gentleman  will,  I  hope,  bear  with  me, 
when  I  say  that,  from  the  character  of  that  gallant 
and  luckless  knight  (Don  Cluizote)  to  whom  he 
has  alluded,  (and  who,  by  the  way,  was  one  of 
the  best  bred  men  of  his  time,)  he  might  have 
learnt  a  useful  lesson  of  courtesy  and  generous 
feeling,  neither  difficult  in  its  practicejnor  requir- 
ing very  romantic  notions  of  honor :  That,  when 
a  loe  proffers  atonement,  to  receive  it  in  the  spirit 
in  which  it  is  tendered.  But  let  this  pass.  The 
gentleman  noay  have  sentiments  of  his  own,  on 
this  subject,  the  permanency  of  which  I  will  not 
disturb,  either  by  my  counsels  or  commentary. 

There  are  a  lew  things,  however,  which  it  has 
pleased  him  to  say  of  me,  that  are  somewhat  too 
serious,  at  least  for  my  own  laughter.  He  accuses 
me  of  an  overweening  conceit  in  my  own  merits 
and  opinions.  As  this  is  one  of  those  charges  to 
which,  if  a  man  pleads,  the  very  plea  involves 
him  in  ridicule,  1  shall  say  nothing.  But  there  is 
one  thing  which  I  have  no  hesitation  in  confess- 
ing, that  the  charge  might  be  urged  with  great 
force  and  justice  against  me,  if  I  had  risen  in 
my  seat  time  after  time,  and  sneered  at  the  au- 
thority of  Smith,  Ricardo,  and  Say.  I  thank 
Qod  that  I  have  not  had  the  presumption  to  speak 
of  these  men  as  shallow  and  visionary  thinkers, 
or  to  put  my  exploded  common  place,  and  idle 
prosing  in  competition  with  the  fruits  of  their 
wisdom,  experience,  and  research.  I  leave  the 
application  to  be  made  by  those  who  have  wit- 
nessed the  career  and  the  opinions  of  the  gentle- 
man, and  content  myself  with  telling  him,  he  had 
better  take  care  how  he  throws  stones,  nis  own 
tenement  may  be  more  frail  than  his  self  compla- 
cency will  permit  him  to  believe. 


But,  in  reference  to  another  subject,  the  gentle- 
man's sarcasms  have  indeed  been  most  triumph- 
antly successful.  He  has  tried  me  by  a  standard, 
and  I  have  been  foucrd  wanting.  He  has  con- 
trasted me  with  that  gentleman  (Mr.  Lowndes) 
whose  most  unworthy  successor  I  am.  The  very 
contrast  has  barbed  the  keenest  arrow  in  his  quiver. 
I  could  have  learnt  my  immense  inferiority  to  that 
great  and  good  man  without  the  lessons  of  that 
gentleman.  It  would  almost  be  presumptuous  in 
me  to  say,  that  I  was  humbled  by  the  compari- 
son, for  I  know  the  distance  between  the  orbit  of 
my  predecessor  and  my  o wil  I  nevertheless  thank 
the  gentleman  even  for  his  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  this  pure  patriot  and  profound  statesman.  It 
has  been  delightful  to  my  heart  in  spite  of  his 
unfeeling  parallel.  Will  he  permit  me,  however, 
to  say  to  him  that  I  think  we  may  both  of  us  live 
and  learn  by  the  example  of  this  individual.  He 
must  pardon  me,  moreover,  for  saying  that  I  re- 
gret, when  this  example  was  a  living  instruction 
for  him,  he  profited  so  little  by  the  advantages  he 
enjoyed.  The  opinions  of  this  statesman  might 
have  taught  him  less  confidence  in  his  own,  more 
especially  in  relation  to  the  tremendous  measure 
of  which  he  is  the  leading  and  uncompromising 
champion.  I  mij^ht  even  recommend,  as  a  pat-* 
tern  for  the  adoption  of  this  gentleman,  the  mod- 
esty and  humility  of  my  predecessor ;  but  I  will 
not  turn  his  own  comparison  against  him.  It 
might  be  made  stinging  enough  for  the  purposes 
of  the  most  vindictive  retribution. 

The  gentleman  has  likewise  accused  me  of 
having  referred,  (no  doubt  he  meant  to  imply,) 
with  some  vaunting  and  presumption,  to  the  fact 
of  my  having  been  in  the  army.  I  do  not  mean 
to  charge  him  with  intentional  error,  but,  by  the 
most  nainful  tax  to  which  I  can  subject  my  mem- 
ory, I  have  not  the  most  distant  recollection  of 
ever  having  discussed  a  subject  before  this  Housci 
into  which  I  could  have  forcibly  lugged  any  such 
reference.  I  would  fain  believe,  as  well  as  hope, 
that  the  gentleman  is  mistaken;  for,  however 
proud  I  may  be  of  having  once  belonged  to  one  of 
the  noblest  of  all  professions,  yet  I  am  habitually 
cautious  of  alluding  to  it.  It  was  not  my  fortune 
to  win  laurels,  or  perhaps  to  deserve  them.  The 
soldier  who  cannot  show  these  memorials  of  his 
valor  had  better  speak  sparingly  of  his  calling.  I 
will,  therefore,  say  to  that  gentleman,  that,  to  pre- 
vent the  passage  even  orthe  pernicious  billon 
our  table,  I  woiHd  make  no  appeal  to  the  sword, 
which  he  accuses  me  of  having  done.  Wheui 
therefore,  in  je&t  or  earnest,  it  matters  not  which, 
he  ascribes  to  me  a  disposition  to  fight  him  into  a 
conviction  of  my  own  opinions  on  the  subject^  I 
will  say  to  him,  and  I  thank  God  I  say  it  with 
the  most  perfect  sincerity,  that  I  would  not,  in 
malice,  seek  his  blood  even  to  prevent  the  passage 
of  forty  tariffs  as  potent  as  the  one  he  has  advo- 
cated 1 

The  gentleman  has  most  generously  told  me 
that  I  may  be,  at  some  future  period,  not  entirdy 
useless  to  my  country,  after  a  protracted  discipline 
and  cultivation  to  which,  in  his  candor  and  con- 
descension, he  has  indicated  no  limit.    Even  this 
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single  lump  of  sugar  he  has  not  permitted  to  come 
to  my  lips  without  being  dissolved  by  the  sur- 
rounding acid  in  which  it  is  dropped. 

I  fear,  however,  in  his  estimation,  I  shall  never 
reach  this  point  of  improvement.  If  my  useful- 
ness is  to  be  measured  by  his  own  utility,  I  shall 
perish  in  the  desert  before  I  reach  his  land  of 
promise.  I  do  not  think  I  shall  ever  attain  that 
acme  of  wisdom  which  will  qualify  me  to  sit  in 

i'udgment  on  Smith,  Say,  and  Ricardo.  I  trust, 
lowever,  if  I  do,  I  ishall  be  able  to  prove,  by  some- 
thing more  significant  than  unmeaning  sneers, 
that  I  have  at  least  read,  if  not  digested,  what 
they  have  written. 

I  must,  before  I  have  done  with  the  gentleman, 
not  permit  him  to  have  the  whole  game  of  play- 
fulness in  his  own  hands.  He  must  recollect  I 
am  still  somewhat  in  his  debt,  although  I  feel 
that,  in  humor  and  wit,  I  can  never  discharge  it. 

When  I  commence  my  knight  errantry,  (for  the 
adventures  of  whieh  he  seems  to  think  me  quite 
as  well  qualified  as  Don  Q^uixote,)  I  shall  cer- 
tainly select  him,  above  all  other  men  on  the  face 
of  the  earth,  for  my  Sancho.  For  the  offices  of 
a  faithful  squire  he  is  admirably  qualified.  '*  Right 
merry  and  conceited,"  prudent  and  discreet  withal, 
full  of  mirth,  and  with  such  an  admirable  knack 
at  raising  a  laugh,  even  at  his  own  expense,  that 
I  should  find  in  his  wit  a  never-failing  resource, 
even  after  a  rib-roasting  in  a  blanket,  or  during 
the  operation  of  the  sacred  balsam.  It  is  true 
that  he  tells  me  he  will  not  fight,  with,  or  with- 
out compulsion,  and,  although  I  should  have  to 
do  all  this  troublesome  part  of  our  adventures  my- 
self, yet  I  think  I  might  calculate  on  the  unpre- 
meditated gallantry  of  my  squire  on  some  occa- 
sions. If  he  would  leave  me  to  myself  to  rescue 
a  forlorn  damsel,  or  to  attack  the  genius  of  an 
enchanted  castle.  I  am  sure  that  the  sight  of  a 
Jlock  of  sheep  would  inflame  his  valor  to  the  high- 
est pitch  of  enthusiasm.  Chivalr)r  itself  would 
co-operate,  at  such  a  crisis,  with  his  ruling  pas- 
sion ;  for,  on  this  enterprise,  he  would  be  merely 
at  his  old  game,  sir— Aooo^^^otA^nn^.  Yes.  sir,  a 
business  in  which  he  has  been  engaged  for  the 
last  seven  weeks,  with  a  perseverance  that  is  be- 
yond all  comparison  or  praise. 

But  I  am  done  with  the  gentleman.  If  I  pos- 
sessed both  the  gall  and  the  wit  of  Aristophanes, 
I  would  not  say  one  word  more.  I  part  with  him 
in  the  spirit  and  with  the  feelings  of  peace. 

Mr.  Ton  rose,  and,  after  making  one  or  two  re- 
marks in  reply,  said,  that  he  would  not  consent  to 
become  the  squire  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  without  he  would  enter  into  bond  and 
security  to  give  him  the  island  of  Barrataria  as 
the  reward  of  his  services. 

Mr.  Hamilton  replied,  that  the  gentleman 
should  have  his  island  to  a  certainty,  but  upon 
the  express  terms  and  condition  that  he  should 
confine  his  tariff  exclusively  within  iU  jpredncU. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tbis — ^Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen  of 
TeoDosee,  Archer,  Baylies,  P.P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Bar- 
boar,  Bartlelt,    Bassett,  Blair,    Brent,    Buchanan, 


Buckner,  Burleigh,  Barton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of 
South  Carolina,   Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,    Cocke,  Con- 
ner,  Crowninshield,  Culpeper,   Cuabman,  Cuthbert, 
Day,  Dvrinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Farrallj, 
Floyd,    Forsyth,    Frost,  Fuller,  Garrison,    Garnett, 
Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Hanej, 
Hay  ward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooks,    Houston,  ImcIu, 
Kent,  Kramer,   Lee,  LeAwich,  Lincoln,  Livingston, 
Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  HcKee, 
McKim,  Mangum,  Matson,   Mercer,   Moore  of  Aii- 
bama,    Neale,    Nelson,    Newton,    O'Brien,   Owen, 
Plumer   of   New    Hampshire,    Poinsett,    Randolph, 
Rmnkin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rives,  Sannden, 
Sandford,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smytk, 
William  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  Btandefer,  A.  Ste- 
venson, J.  Stephenson,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgii, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  CaroUoa,  YtDce 
of  North    CaroUna,    Warfield,   Webster,   WickliA, 
Williams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  WU- 
Hams  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  S.  Carolina— 101. 
Nats — Messrs.  AdaiAa,   Allen   of  MaaiachoMtti, 
Allison,    Barber  of  Connecticut,    Hartley,   fieecher, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Buck,  Cady,  Campl>ell  of  Ohio,  Cas- 
sedy,   Clark,  Collins,   Cook,  Cralia,  Craig,   Dariee, 
Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  El- 
lis, Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward,  Harris, 
Hayden,    Hemphill,   Henry,   Herkimer,  Hogeboom, 
Holcombe,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  John- 
aon,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Letcher, 
Litchfield,  Little,    Livermore,   McArthur,  McKrao, 
McLane  of  Delaware,    McLean   of    Ohio,   Malltiy, 
Markley,  Martindale,  Marrin,  Matlack,  Metcalfe,  Mil- 
ler, Mitchell  of  Pennaylvania,  Mitchell  of  3f arylaod, 
Morgan,  Patterson  of  PennsyUania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose. 
Rose,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloane,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stod- 
dard, Stons,  Strong,  Swan;  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test, 
Tod,   Tomlinson,   Tracy,  Trimble,    Tyson,    (Jdree, 
Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Renaselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vioton, 
Wayne,   Whipple,    Whitman,     WfaitUesey,  Whits, 
James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson, WUson  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
Woods,  and  Wright-^99. 

So  the  House  concurred  with  the  Con^mitteeof 
the  Whole,  in  reducing  the  minimum  on  woollens 
from  80  to  40  cents. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Thcrsoat,  April  8. 

A  new  member,  to  vit,  John  Taliafbrbo,  in 
place  of  William  Lee  Ball,  of  Virginia,  deceased, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  oo  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  gradual  sup- 
ply of  cannon,  bombs,  howitz.  shot,  shelb,  and 
materiab  for  carriages,  for  the  rortifications  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was  comocut- 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Brent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  disapproving,  in  part,  an  aet  of  tne 
government  of  the  late  Territory  of  Orleans,  in- 
corporating the  Orleans  Navigation  Company* 
passed  on  the  5th  day  of  July,  1805;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 
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The  resolatioa  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Gaz- 
LAY,  respecting  a  township  of  land  in  Symmes's 
patent,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  For- 
syth, in  relation  to  cessions  of  land  to  the  United 
States  by  the  Cherokee  Nation,  was  taken  up,  and 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tattnall,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  navv  yard  for  the 
purpose  of  building  and  repairing  sioops  of  war, 
and  other  vessels  of  an  inferior  class,  at  some 
suitable  point  on  the  St.  Mary's  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wickliffe,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  propriety 
of  settling  and  allowing  to  the  widow  of  Lieuten- 
ant James  Norris,  the  arrearages  of  pay  due  to  him 
for  his  Revolutionary  services. 

THB  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  passed  to  t)ie  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  beine  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  a  revision  of  the 
Tariff  of  Duties  on  Imports. 

The  question  being  on  the  second  amendment 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  viz :  to 
strike  out,  after  "manufactured,"  in  the  51st  line, 
to  the  end  of  the  section,  "  a  duty  of  twenty-five 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  first  day  of  June. 
1825 ;  afterwards,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  until  the  first  day  of  June,  1826 ;  after- 
wards a  duty  of  forty  per  centum  ad  valoreiii,  un- 
til the  first  day  of  June,  1827;  and,  aAer  that 
time^  a  duty  ot  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem;" 
tnd  insert  toe  following:  ''A  duty  of  twenty  per 
ceDtam  ad  valorem,  until  the  first  day  of  June, 
1825 ;  afterwards,  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cen- 
tum ad  valorem,  until  the  first  day  of  June,  1826; 
afterwards,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem, until  the  first  day  of  June,  1827 ;  afterwards. 
a  duty  of  thirty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until 
first  of  June,  1828;  afterwards,  a  duty  of  forty 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  tne  first  of  June, 
1829;  afterwards,  a  duty  of  forty-five  per  centum, 
until  the  first  of  June,  1830 ;  and,  after  that,  a 
duty  of  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem :  Promded^ 
That  all  wool,  the  actual  value  of  which,  at  the 
place  whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed  ten  cents 
per  pound,  shall  be  charged  with  a  duty  of  fifteen 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  and  no  more." 

Mr.  Poinsett  rose,  and  said,  that  be  should 
make  no  apology  to  the-House  for  making,  at  this 
time,  the  remarks  he  was  about  to  submit  on  the  gen- 
eral principle  of  the  bill.  In  adopting  this  course, 
he  only  followed  the  example  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  and  of  those 
who  bad  preceded  him  in  this  debate.  That,  in 
what  he  was  about  to  say,  he  begged  to  be  under- 
stood as  not  calling  in  question  the  sincerity  of 
those  gentlemen  who  declared  that,  in  this  mea- 
sure, would  be  found  a  relief  for  the  depressed 
state  of  the  country,  and  the  means  of  promoting 
its  present  prosperity,  but  he  wished  the  Commit- 
tee to  believe  bim  equally  sincere  in  expres^sing  his 
deliberate  conviction  that  this  measure  will  check 


the  growth,  if  it  does  not  utterly  destroy  the  pros« 
perity  of  the  country;  that  it  is  calculated  to 
change  the  character  of  our  institutions;  to  drive 
thousands  of  our  fellow-citizens  from  the  business 
and  pursuits  for  which  they  were  educated,  and 
in  which  they  have  hitherto  found  wealth  and 
happiness;  to  build  up  large  fortunes  among  a 
favored  class  at  the  expense  of  the  people,  and  on 
the  ruins  of  the  commercial  and  agricultural  in- 
terests of  this  Union ;  to  substitute  the  miserable 
population  of  manufacturinff  towns  for  our  hardy 
race  of  husbandmen  and  sailors,  to  whom  we  owe 
our  liberties,  our  safetj*,  and  our  national  glory ; 
to  plunge  this  country  mto  all  the  corruption  and 
immorality  which  are  the  never-failing  conse- 
quences of  a  prohibitory  system  of  duties ;  and, 
by  depriving  Qovernment  of  the  revenue  now  de- 
rived from  duties  on  imports,  to  compel  it  to  resort 
to  internal  taxation  and  excise,  which,  however 
lightly  gentlemen  may  treat  them,  are  most  odious 
to  a  free  people.  But,  sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  the  evil  to 
be  dreaded,  above  all  others,  from  the  adoption  of 
this  measure,  is  the  hostile  feelings  it  will  create 
between  the  different  interests  in  various  parts  of 
ihis  Union,  and  the  combinations  that  will  be 
formed,  in  the  agricultural  States  of  the  South, 
to  protect  themselves  against  its  destructive  efiects. 
The  agricultural  States  of  the  South,  said  Mr.  P., 
are  devotedly  attached  to  the  Union ;  and  even 
this  measure,  harsh  and  unjust  as  it  is,  and  vio- 
lating, as  it  does,  the  spirit  of  the  compact,  cannot 
drive  them  from  it.  They  have  proved  their  at- 
tachment to  the  Federal  Government,  not  only  by 
submitting  to  sacrifices  without  a  murmur,  but  by 
courting  thein  whenever  they  believed  the  good  of 
the  whole  required  sacrifices  at  their  hands.  They 
have  never  murmured  at  any  revision  of  the  tariff 
for  the  purposes  of  revenue^  however  hard  and 
exclusively  it  bore  upon  their  interests ;  but  this 
attempt  to  encourage  one  branch  of  industry  at 
the  expense  of  all  others ;  to  protect  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  country,  by  sacrificing  to  them  the  > 
navigation,  the  commerce,  and  the  agriculture  of 
the  country,  they  will  reaist,  by  every  Constitu- 
tional means  in  their  power  to  adopt^  and  they 
will  resist  it  successfully ;  for  they  will  be  aided 
by  the  interest  of  a  vast  majority  of  the  people  of 
this  country — ^interests  which  will  be  deeply  af- 
fected by  a  very  short  trial  of  what  may  be  truly 
called  a  foreign  policy — ^for  it  has  nothing  Amer- 
ican in  it. 

The  people  of  the  West  will  soon  discover  that 
they  cannot  enter  into  successful  competition  with 
the  Eastern  States  in  the  manufacture  of  the  sim- 
plest articles ;  it  will  require  but  a  brief  trial  to 
convince  them  that  they  cannot  contend  with  a 
people  who  possess  the  advantages  of  capital  and 
a  sound  currency ;  of  superior  skill,  more  steady 
habits  of  industry,  free  labor  and  cheaper^  and 
more  direct  transportation  to  the  markets  of  con- 
sumption. 

Tne  gentlemen  of  the  West  are  deceived  by  the 
market  that  portion  of  the  Union  enjoyed  for  its 
manufactures  during  the  last  war.  They  forget 
that  the  communication  along  the  coast,  at  that 
time,  was  interrupted  by  the  enemy.     In  time  of 
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peace,  when  the  easy  and  cheap  transportation  by 
sea  is  open,  they  will  be- undersold,  even  in  the 
simple  article  of  cotton  bagging,  by  their  more  ac* 
live  competitors).  Perhaps  we  shall  be  told,  by 
the  admirers  of  the  parental  policy  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, that,  as  England  is  protected  against  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  Kentucky  ought  to  be  protected 
against  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  This 
might  give  that  Stat'e  a  market  for  its  manufac- 
tures— nothing  else  can.  As  this  cannot  be  done, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Western  States  will  feel 
only  the  evils  of  this  English  policy,  they  will  be 
deprived  of  the  advantageous  market  they  now 
enjoy  in  the  South ;  for,  if  we  are  cut  off  from  our 
intercourse  with  Europe,  as  there  is  good  reason 
to  believe  we  shall  be  by  the  operations  of  this 
law,  we  shall  no  longer  be  able  to  purchase  the 
produce  of  the  West ;  we  shall  not  have  where- 
with to  pay  for  it ;  we  shall  be  compelled  to  adopt 
the  last  of  the  '^  alternatives"  so  kindly  presented 
to  us  by  the  honorable  Speaker — we  must  raise 
and  manufacture  every  article  we  require,  or  we 
must  starve.  And  when,  besides  this  certain  loss, 
the  people  of  the  West  have  to  contribute  to  the 
support  of  Government,  not  as  at  present,  indi- 
rectly)  by  imposts  on  articles  which  they  may  con- 
sume or  not,  as  they  think  proper,  but  by  direct 
taxes,  and  by  an  oppressive  excise,  they  will  be- 
come as  eager  and  as  clamorous  for  the  repeal  of 
this  law  as  they  now  are  for  its  passage. 

The  people  of  the  Eastern  States,  after  being 
compelled  to  abandon  the  pursuits  of  their  early 
life;  after  being  driven  from  the  employments  af- 
forded by  navigation  and  commerce,  and  from  the 
manufacture  of  ships  to  that  of  woollen  and  cotton 
cloths,  will  find  that  the  saipe  act  leaves  them 
without  a  market  at  home  or  abroad  for  this  pro- 
duct of  their  industry.  The  general  poverty  to 
which  the  agricultural  States  of  the  South  will  be 
reduced  by  the  operation  of  this  law,  will  deprive 
the  manufacturers  of  their  best  market  at  home  $ 
and  advantageous  treaties  between  the  manufac- 
turing nations  of  Europe  and  the  cotton-growing 
countries  south  of  us,  will  deprive  them  of  their 
only  foreign  market.  In  our  political  combina- 
tions we  ought  always  to  infer,  that  nations  will 
pursue  that  policy  which  their  interest  dictates. 
If  we  refuse  to  take  the  manu^cture  of  Great 
Britain,  it  will  become  the  interest  of  that  nation 
to  foster  those  States  that  will  do  so.  The  free 
Governments  of  South  America,  south  of  us,  al- 
ready manifest  a  preference  in  favor  of  that  ffreat 
commercial  and  manufacturing  nation,  and  we 
are  about  to  furnish  them  both  with  still  farther 
inducements  to  unite  more  intimately,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  our  raw  material  on  the  one  hand,  and 
of  our  manufactures  on  the  other.  The  inevitable 
consequence  of  such  a  system  will  induce  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Eastern  States  to  unite  their  e£U)rts 
more  strenuously  than  ever  to  those  of  the  people 
of  the  South,  to  restore  that  order  of  things  under 
which  they  have  enjoyed  unexampled  prosperity, 
and  will  be  content  to  lose  one-half  of  their  capi- 
tal to  effect  the  change.  It  is  well  known  to 
every  gentleman  on  thi?  floor,  that  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  capital  of  tne  manufacturer  is 


fixed  capital,  buildings  and  machinery;  and  \L 
after  this  dangerous  experiment,  a  reaction  should 
ensue,  as  it  certainly  must,  there  is  no  calculating 
the  aniount  of  capital  that  will  be  lost  to  the  na- 
tion.    One  of  the  most  serious  obstacles  to  the 
creation  of  manufactures  by  legislative  provision, 
in  a  Government  like  ours,  consists  in  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  duration  of  such  unequal  laws.   This 
consideration  ought  to  deter  us  from  adopting  this 
measure,  even  if  it  were  as  politic  as  it  is  really 
unjust,  arbitrary,  and  ruinous.   It  is  difficult,  like- 
wise, to  calcuJiate  the  amount  of  capital  that  will 
be  sunk  in  trying  this  scheme.     Capital  never 
changes  its  course  suddenly  and  violently  without 
great  losses.     Thiey  will  be  experienced  on  all 
property  now  employed  in  navigation  and  com- 
merce, on  ships,  docks,  magazines,.warehoa9e^ 
and  lands,  and  houses  in  our  seaport  towns.  And 
for  what  are  we  called  upon  to  hazard  this  costly 
experiment  ?    To  protect  and  foster  the  manufac- 
turesof  the  country.   They  do  not  need  it.  They 
have  grown  up  rapidly  and  steadily  with  the  pro- 
tection thev  now  enjoy.     Capital  has  been  grad- 
ually withdrawn  from  commerce  and  agricultore, 
and  has  been  invested  in  manufactures  as  a  more 
profitable  employment  for  it.    They  are  not  only 
able  to  meet  the  foreign  article  in  the  home  market, 
but  are  brought  into  successful  competition  with 
foreign  fabrics  abroad.    From  the  advantage  now 
enjoyed  by  our  manufactures,  of  having  the  best 
cotton  in  the  world  at  their  own  doors,  their  fab- 
rics are  of  superior  quality  to  the  same  description 
of  goods  manufactured  m  Europe,  and  are  pre- 
ferred by  the  Americans  of  the  South.    The  con- 
sumption of  our  manufactures  is  already  g^reat  in 
Buenos  Ayres  and  Peru,  in  the  Brazils  and  in 
Mexico,  and  whenever  our  interests  shall  be  prop- 
erly attended  to  in  those  countries  that  consump- 
tion will  be  increased,  unless,  indeed,  the  policy 
we  are  about  to  pursue  deprive  us  of  those  mar- 
kets.   If  we  refuse  to  take  the  wool  and  tallow  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  the  hemp  of  Chili,  mast  we 
not  expect  countervailing  regulations  on   their 
part  ?    It  is  ridiculous  to  compare  the  complaints 
of  the  manufacturers  with  the  provisions  of  this 
bill.     One  of  their  memorials  sets  forth — *^  That 
^  they  are  unable  to  cope  with  foreign  nations  in 
*  supplying  our  markets  with  woollen  goods.  Their 
'  machinery  is  more  perfect,  the  wages  of  labor 
'are  less,  and  wool  is  more  abundant  and  cheaper." 
And  we  propose  by  this  tariff,  (if  we  credit  its  ad- 
vocates,) while  we  find  employment  for  half  a 
million  of  the  idlers  of  the  land,  who  exist  only  in 
the  imagination  of  gentlemen,  to  augment  the 
waffes  of  labor,  and  to  raise  the  price  of  wool,  by 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  the  foreign  article* 
The  defect  of  skill  and  machinery  is  probably  to 
be  provided  against,  by  prohibiting  the  importa- 
tion of  the  best  iron  for  casting  the  finer  p«irts  of 
machinery.    But  it  is  New  York  that  will  feel 
most  oppressively  the  injurious  effects  of  this  mea- 
sure,   it  is  there  that  its  operation  will  be  most 
ruinous.     That  State,  with  its  sea-girt  frontier, 
(if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression,)  is  essentially 
commercial.    Its  prosperity  depends  mainly  upon 
that  of  the  city,  which  must  be  deeply  affected  by 
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the  priTation  of  the  carrying  trade  of  the  bulky 
agricultcrral  products  of  the  South,  and  by  the 
prohibition   of  foreign  importations,  which  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  told 
lis  yesterday  was  the  avowed  object  of  the  bill. 
With  the  decline  of  navigation  and  commerci?, 
the  great  advantages  now  derived  from  the  happy 
situation  of  this  setfport  will  be  wrested  from  it ; 
the  market  of  New  York  must  fail ;  it  cannot  re- 
main one  of  great  consumption.    Capital  will  de- 
.  part  from  it,  and  be  diverted  into  other  channels. 
There  will  remain  nothing  to  give  in  exchange 
for  the  produce  of  the  interior,  and  it  must  rot 
upon  the  hands  of  the  farmer.    The  great  canal, 
so  justly  the  pride  of  the  State,  will  become  a 
stagnant  pool,  choked  with  weeds,  instead  of  bear- 
ing on  its  surface  the  rich  products  of  the  West, 
and  the  produce  and  manufactures  of  every  soil 
and  of  every  clime.    I  saw,  said  Mr.  P.,  the  sea- 
'  port  towns  of  France  during  the  existence  of  the 
.  restrictive  system  of  Napoleon.    The  houses  were 
abandoned ;  they  wfcre  worth  little  more  than  the 
dry  trees  of  the  xbrest.    Grass  grew  upon  the  bor- 
ders of  the  docks  and  in  the  street*.    They  were 
the  abode  of  poverty  and  wretchedness,  and  such 
must  be  the  condition  of  New  York  under  the 
operation  of  this  law.     The  honorable  Speaker 
quoted,  the  other  day,  Napoleon's  account  of  the 
operation  of  his  favorite  prohibitory  system — a 
measure  directed  entirely  to  injure  Great  Britain, 
not  to  benefit  France.    lie  attributed  the  prosper- 
ous and  flourishing  state  of  France  to  the  effects 
of  prohibition.    I,  said  Mr.  P.,  humbly  apprehend 
that  the  prosperity  of  that  country  is  due  to  other 
tod  very  different  causes — to  the  emancipation  of 
that  people,  from  despotism  and  superstition,  to 
the  dtstribution  of  the  Church  and  Crown  lands 
ioto  small  farols,  by  which  means  the  peasantry 
of  France  became  proprietors  of  the  soil,  and  were 
elevated  to  the  rank  of  free  and  independent  land- 
holders.   This  change  is  in  itself  sufficient  to  ac- 
count for  the  improTed  condition  of  that  country. 
The  state  of  the  seaport  towns  of  France  during 
the  prohibitory  system  of  Napoleon,  was  not  piore 
deplorable  than  that  of  the  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments.    The  fabrics  of  other  countries  found 
their  way  into  France,  notwithstanding  the  vigi- 
lance of  a  host  of  custom-house  officers.     Their 
price  was  eohanced  to  the  consumer,  the  revenue 
vas  defrauded,  but  they  could  be  purchased  in  any 
part  of  France.    It  is  true,  that  the  internal  com- 
merce of  the  country  was  extensive  and  flourish- 
ing.   But  what  did  it  arise  from?    From  war! 
That  was  the  onlv  trade  which  flourished  during 
the  reign  of  Napoleon.    The  only  manufacture  in 
successful  operation  was  that  of  arms,  with  the 
exception,  perhaps,  of  that  of  silks,  and  their  pros- 
perity was  due  to  other  causes,  and  principally  to 
the  superior  quality  of  the  raW  material,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  country.     Such  was  the  state  of  the 
cotton  manufactures  that  Grovernment  connived, 
^^^1  indeed,  still  connives,  at  the  introduction  of 
the  fioer  sorts  of  thread  from  England,  without 
vhich  the  manufactures  of  fine  cottons  could  not 
go  on.    They  are  prohibited,  but  if  the  manufac- 
turer can  smuggle  them  over  the  frontier  he  may 
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use  them.  I  shall  not  commeni  on  this  most  sin- 
gular policy — the  natural  consequences  of  mea- 
sures like  the  one  proposed  by  this  bill.  The  wars 
in  which  France  was  engaged,  wei^e  carried  on  be- 
yond her  own  frontier,  and  at  the  expense  of  ene- 
mies and  allies.  The  beneficial  effects  of  such 
wars  upon  the  internal  commerce  of  the  country 
n\ust  have  been  great.  Clothing  half  a  million 
of  soldiers,  feeding  them  on  their  peaceful  passage 
to  the  frontier,  the  transportation  of  provisions, 
clothing,  arms,  munitions  of  war,  gave  life  ana 
activity  to  the  interior  of  France — causes  alto- 
gether foreign  to  the  prohibition  of  imports.  Our 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  public  works 
erected  in  France,  as  a  proof  of  the  prosperity  of 
that  country — a  prosperity  arising,  it  is  said,  out 
of  the  pronibitory  system.  What  were  they? 
Magnificent  roads  over  the  Alps  to  open  an  easy 
communication  with  Italv,  in  order  to  keep  those 
States  in  subjection ;  roads  and  canals  for  the 
transportation  of  heavy  ordnance  and  munitions 
of  war  to  the  frontiers ;  monuments  erected  as  tro- 

Rhies  of  the  victories  of  the  conqueror  of  Europe, 
[either  such  causes  nor  such  effects  ought  to  be 
subjects  of  admiration  to  the  people  of  this  Re> 

E^  lie,  much  less,  of  imitation.  The  honorable 
aker  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
lufactures  account  for  the  prosperity  and  de- 
pression of  nations  by  the  existence  or  absence  of 
a  prohibitory  system  of  duties ;  they  reject  the 
theories  of  speculative  writers  as  too  absurd  to 
require  refutation  ;  they  triumphantly  appeal  to 
facts;  they  would  direct  their  footsteps  by  the 
lamp  of  experience.  Let  us,  then,  examine  the 
facts  on  which  they  ^ely.  Ireland  and  Soain  are 
the  two  dountties  of  the  world  where  the  industry 
of  the  inhabitants  is  most  unprotected,  and  are, 
on  that  account,  the  most  miserable  countries  In 
the  world.  That  was,  I  think,  the  proposition  of 
the  honorable  Speaker,  and  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Manufactures.  The  subject  of 
the  state  of  Ireland  is  now  before  the  British  Par- 
liament, and  it  would  appear  that  both  the  Trea- 
sury benches  and  the  Opposition  are  so  blind  as 
to  attribute  the  depressed  state  of  that  country  to 
the  unequal  distribution  of  property,  to  the  non- 
residence  of  landholders,  to  the  system  of  under- 
letting, so  oppressive  to  the  poor  cultivator,  to 
the  exaction  of  excessive  taxes  and  tithes,  and 
to  the  degraded  state 'of  four-fifths  of  the  popu- 
lation, who  are  denied  the  privileges  enjoyed  by 
their  Protestant  countrymen.  Not  one  word  of 
want  of  protection;  nothing  said  of  the  neces- 
sity of  prohibition.  That  oppressed  people  them- 
selves would  be  not  a  little  astonished,  if  told, 
that  the  remedy  for  all  they  suffer  was  so  simple. 
Parliament  had  only  to  extend  the  "sweets  of 
prohibition"  to  Ireland,  to  render  the  people  pros- 
perous, and  to  make  the  land  flourish  like  a  gar- 
den. It  is  surprising  that  so  simple  a  remedy  never 
occurred  to  her  patriot  statesmen — to  Curran, 
Grattan,  Hamilton,  Rowan,  Tone,  or  Emmett. 
But  I  cannot  discover  any  essential  difference,  in 
this  respect,  between  England  and  Ireland.  What 
difference  there  is,  is  in  favor  of  the  latter.  The 
linen  manufacture,  the  most  important  in  that 
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countrv,  is  not  on^y  protected  from  foreign  compe- 
tition, but  enjoys  a  bounty  on  its  exportation.  By 
an  agreement  between  the  two  couiitries  when 
they  were  united,  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  is  exacted 
upon  the  manufactures  of  each  country,  when  im- 
ported into  the  other.  These  union  duties,  as 
they  were  called,  were  intended  to  favor  Ireland, 
ana  the  duty  on  tne  raw  materials  of  manufactures 
is  somewhat  less  when  imported  into  Ireland, 
than  when  imported  into  England.  The  Irish 
manufacturers  nave  lately  prayed  for  a  repeal  of 
the  union  duties.  They  say  nothing  of  the  pro- 
priety of  further  protection  from  foreigners.  They 
are  now  able  to  enter  into  compnetition  with  the 
English  manufacturer,  and  desire  to  have  the 
markets  of  England  and  Ireland  open  to  the  rival 
induMti'y  of  the  manufacturers  of  both  countries. 

What  is  the  fact  with  respect  to  Spain  7  The 
depression  of  that  country  was  very  satisfactorily 
accounted  for  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia ; 
but,  Mr.  Speaker  denies  that  the  causes  assigned 
by  that  gentleman  have  had  any  effect,  and  attci- 
butes  the  decline  of  Spain  altogether  to  the  want 
of  protection.  All  the  writers  on  Spain  attribute 
the  depressed  state  of  that  country  to  the  mesta, 
the  free  transit  of  immense  flocks  of  sheep  from 
the  plains  to  the  mountains  and  back,  feeding 
freely  and  destroying  the  timber  enclosures  of  the 
land  in  their  passage;  to  the  large  amount  of  pro- 
perty in  mortmain,  to  exactions  of  oppressive 
taxes  and  of  titles,  and  to  the  abuse  of  the  power 
of  the  Church.  Jovellanos,  with  the  fear  of  the 
Inquisition  before  him,  accounts  in  this  manner 
for  the  decline  of  every  branch  of  industry.  I 
will  not  trouble  the  Committee  by  reading  any 
part  0^  this  report,  but  will  refer  them  to  the 
fourth  volume  of  "Laborde's  view  of  Spain,'' 
where  they  will  find  a  bad  translation  of  that  elo- 
quent work.  And,' sir,  is  it  not  true  that  the 
abuses  of  the  Catholic  Church  have  produced  a 
powerful  effect  both  upon  the  liberties  and  the 
prosperity  of  Spain  ?  I  speak  only  of  its  abuse. 
As  it  exists  in  this  country,  I  feel  for  that  religion 
the  greatest  respect — freed  from  its  superstition 
and  abuses,  I  join  the  honorable  Speaker  in  all 
his  admiration  of  its  principles.  But,  sir,  the 
power  and  influence  of  the  Church  in  Europe  has 
Deen  abused  to  the  destruction  of  the  prosperity  of 
many  countries  under  its  domiqion. 

The  Speaker  says  it  is  i)ot  so,  and  calls  upon  us 
to  look  at  France — France  is  not  now  unaer  the 
dominion  of  superstition;  and  compare  its  present 
state  with  what  it  was  before  the  Revolution. 
Look,  said  that  gentleman,  at  the  States  of  Ger- 
many, and  to  the  difference  between  the  Catholic 
and  Protestant  States  of  Germany.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  may  confidently  appeal  for 
the  truth  of  what  he  advanced.  Look,  said  Mr. 
Speaker,  at  Switzerland.  Well,  sir,  look  at  Swit- 
zerland— pass  from  the  Catholic  to  the  Protestant 
cantons — pass  from  Luzerne  to  Zurich^  and  the 
distinction  is  not  more  obvious;  the  hne  is  not 
more  strongly  marked,  that  separates  the  desert  of 
Atacama  trom  the  fertile  plains  of  Chili.  But, 
there  are  other  causes  which  operate  in  Spain,  to 
depress  the  industry  of  the  people,  and  destroy 


their  prosperity ;  and,  as  the  state  of  this  country 
has  been  so  strongly  urged  by  the  advocates  of 
this  measure,  as  a  proof  of  their  theory,  the  Com- 
mittee will  pardon  me  for  dwelling  upon  theia. 
Laborde  says  that — 

"  The  conntrj  contains  100,000  paraons,  ezistiag  as 
smugglen,  robbara,  pirates,  and  aaaaaaine,  escaped 
from  prisons  and  garrisons ;  about  thirty  or  forty  thou- 
sand appointed  to  guard  the  public  from  these  depre- 
dators, and  often  having  an  understanding  with  them  ; 
260,000  servants,  according  to  the  enumeration  of 
1788 :  60,000  studenU;  100,000  beggars,  fed  by  60,000" 
monks ;  600,000  persons  yrho  are  of  no  use  to  the  me- 
chanic arts." 

But  the  number  of  those  that  live  upon  the  fruits 
of  the  earth,  without  adding  to  them  by  produc- 
tive labor,  of  the  "fru^es  conauTnere  wUif^  is  much 
greater.  Spain  contained  10,143,965  persons.  Sub- 
tract women,  children,  and  old  and  infirm  men, 
five-eighths  at  least  of  the  population,  leaving* 
3,803,981  men. 
Of  this  number, .  the  secular  and  regular  cleigy, 

were 125,000 

The  land  forces  ....  149,956 
Seamen  and  marines         ...       101,379 

Nobility 478,716 

Students 47,312 

Councillors        ....        -  5,673 

Scriveners  .....  9,351 

Domestics 876,090 

Persons  employed  in  collecting  taxes  -        27,922 

Total  -  - .  -  .  1,221,799 
Leaving  only  2,582,592  employed  in  productive 
industry.  Among  the  many  complicated  and  op- 
pressive taxes  on  industry,  a  tax  was  levied  in 
some  of  the  provinces,  on  the  wages  of  labor,  in 
Catalonia,  it  amounted  to  8^  per  cent,  upon  the 
earnings,  which  were  calculated  upon  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  da^a  of  labor;  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  days  t)eing  supposed  to  be  copsonied 
by  Sabbaths  and  festivals  of  the  church.  Look 
at  the  difference  between  the  Alcabala  and  other 
provincial  duties  on  articles  of  home  produce,  and 
manufactured  in  Spain,  and  on  those  imp<^ted. 
The  first  paid  only  two  per  cent.,  the  second  fif- 
teen \  and,  as  this  duty  was  paid  as  often  as  the 
article  was  sold,  the  foreign  article  never  paid  lc» 
than  30  per  cent.,  besides  other  duties ;  for,  it  first 
paid  the  Alcabala,  when  |»laced  in  the  warehoaae 
of  the  merchant,  and  again  when  sold  at  retail ; 
very  often,  indeed,  45  per  cent  was  p^id  io  this 
way  alone,  on  goods  brought  from  foreign  conn- 
tries ;  so  that  the  Spaniards  enjoyed  the  ^  awccts*^ 
of  protection,  if  not  of  prohibition.  Oa  this  sub- 
ject, Laborde  has  the  following  passage : 

^*  The  provincial  taxes  include  a  variety  of  articles. 
These  are  levied  upon  all  kinds  of  produee  of  the  sell, 
and  every  branch  of  agriculture,  trade,  mann&ctoie, 
wheat,  and  other  grain*  oO,  wine,  fhiita,  pulse,  vvge- 
lablee,  animals  of  all  kinds,  and  beasts  of  eviaiy  de- 
scription; U|M>n  all  marchandise  manubotiued  in 
Spain,  as  often  as  it  is  sold ;  upon  all  fiMeiga  goods, 
the  same,  after  having  been  subject  to  the  import  du- 
ties ;  and  these  taxes  must  be  paid  every  time  the  ar- 
ticles are  bought  or  exchanged. 
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"  The  hosbandroan,  the  proprietor,  or  Imrmer,  een- 
Dot  mU  or  azclunge  the  produce  of  the  loily  the  in- 
creoM  of  hk  flocks,  bis  poultry  yerd,  stod,  or  kennel, 
nor  the  manufacturer  the  goods  in  bis  factory,  nor  4he 
merchant  those  he  has  in  his  warehouses,  without,  at 
erery  sale  and  resale,  paying  this  duty.  No  individ- 
ual can  sell  his  horse,  ass,  or  pig,  without  being 
tqually  liable.  No  person  can  kill  a  calf,  sheep,  or 
lamb,  irom  his  own  stock,  without  having  previously 
made  a  solemn  declaration  that  the  animal  is  bona 
Jide  one  of  his  own  herd  or  flock,  and  that  he  kills  it 
merely  for  the  use  of  his  own  fiunily. 

**ThiB  doty  is  fixed  kt  the  rate  of  two  per  cent  ad 
valorem,  for  the  home  produce  and  articles  manufac- 
tured in  8pain  ;  but  fifteen  per  cent,  for  that  broaght 
from  foreign  countries.  It  is  paid  every  time  the 
goods  change  their  ownere ;  and  iiutances  have  oc- 
curred where  they  have  paid  it  ten,  twelve,  and  fif- 
teen times  before  they  came  into  the  possession  of  the 
consumer.  Numerous  substances  pay  many  times 
when  they  are  converted  into  diflerent  forms :  as 
grease,  three  times«-first,  when  purchased  with  the 
animalf  which  prod  noes  it;  afterwards,  as  tallow;  and 
thirdly,  when  made  into  candles;  oxen,  calves,  sheep, 
lambs,  %nd  pigs,  twice— first,  when  purchased  by  the 
head ;  and,  secondly,  when  the  carcase  is  sold  retail ; 
the  firit  three  pay  it  a  third  time,  upon  the  skins  when 
dreised ;  grapes  pay  it  three  times,  as,  first,  when 
conrerted  into  wioe,  and  again  when  made  into  vine- 
gar; oil  three  times  ;  first,  as  oil,  second  in  soap,  and 
lastly  when  changed  into  paint ;  wool  and  sUk  pay 
twice ;  first,  in  the  raw  material ;  and,  secondly,  when 
converted  into  cloths  and  stufifs. 

"  This  duty  is  one  grand  obstacle  to  agricultural 
improvements,  because  chiefly  falling  apon  articles  of 
prime  necessity,  and  of  ordinary  and  most  extensive 
eoDiomption.  It  principally  oppresses  those  persons 
irbo,  from  tbeir  scanty  means  of  subsiatence,  are 
obliged  to  purchase  from  a  fourth  or  a  fifth  hand,  and 
who,  eoaseqaently,  pay  this  duty  an  equal  number  of 
tines  over,  while  the  rich,  who  can  buy  by  the  whole- 
•tl*,  sad  of  the  fint  supplier  of  the  market,  pay  it  only 
ones." 

Spetking  of  the  state  of  the  manufactures  in 
Spaio,  Laborde  says : 

**  The  very  high  price  at  which  goods  manufactured 
in  Spain,  sell,  arises  firom  a  combination  of  causes. 
The  dsame^  of  provisions,  the  great  expense  of  man- 
ual labor,  the  few  houn  workmen  labor  in  the  coarse 
of  the  day,  the  number  of  holidays,  in  which  none  or 
▼ery  little  work  is  performed,  the  difficulty  and  high 
nte  of  conveyanee  of  articles  used  in  the  manufac- 
tories^ fmm  want  of  oanak,  navigable  rivers,  good 
TMds,  and  convenient  carriages ;  and  the  duties  im- 
poiod,  net  only  upon  the  raw,  but  also  upon  the  man- 
vfMtond  artiole,  the  constant  restraint  resulting  from 
fi*c«l  oUigatioB,  the  domidliaiy  visits,  the  difficulties 
fonUnoal^  arising  Drom  persons  employed  in  collect- 
ing the  customs,  are  all  so  many  obstacles  which  hin- 
der the  sale  of  national  manufactures,  and  conse- 
quent] j  impede  the  progress  of  national  prosperity.'* 

The  prosperous  state  of  Great  Britain  is  due. 
ny  geulemen,  entirely  to  the  protection  aflforded 
to  its  commerce  and  manufactures,  to  its  restric- 
tive and  prohibitory  systems.  The  first  was  io- 
teoded  to  foster  the  navigation  of  the  country, 
Uid  was  considered,  at  the  time  of  its  adoption, 
u  iu)stile  to  commerce.    I  will  not  detain  the 


Committee  by  reading  extracts  from  the  work  I 
hold  in  my  hand,  ^^  Reeves  on  Shipping."  From 
that  work,  it  appears  that  all  the  acts  on  this  sub- 
ject were  intended  to  protect  Davigation.  They 
were  at  first  entitled  "  acts  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  Navy ; "  and  afterwards,  ''acts  for  the  en- 
couraging and  increasing  shipping  and  naviga- 
tion ; "  and,  in  the  history  of  tnese  acts,  it  will  be 
seen,  that  a  constant  strngffle  was  maintained  be- 
tween the  Grovernment  and  the  merchants. 

On  the  part  of  the  Qovemment  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, this  was  certainly  a  wise  policy  at  the  time 
it  was  adopted.  Surrounded  as  that  nation  was, 
by  great  maritime  Powers,'  it  was  essential  to 
create  a  navy,  and  the  immediate  Interests*  of 
commerce  were  sacrificed  to  that  paramount  con- 
sideration. By  steadily  pursuing  this  policy,  they 
became  masters  of  the  seas,  and  masters  of  the 
commerce  of  the  world.  But,  for  a  long  period, 
they  continued  to  export  little  else  than  the  pro- 
duce of  the  soil.  Aner  Jbeing  engaged  for  a  long 
series  of  years  in  successful  and  lucrative  trade,  a 
vast  amount  of  capital  was  accumulated,  and  a 
part  of  it  was  naturally  directed  to  manufactures. 
Their  establishment  was  favored,  too,  by  the  ar- 
rival of  the  refugees  from  France,  who  were 
driven  from  tbeir  country  by  the  edict  of  Nantz, 
to  Seek  an  as)|rlum  in  England.  The  system  of 
protecting  duties  grew  up  slowly,  and  always  in. 
consequence  of  excessive  taxation  and  excise  up- 
on every  article  of  life.  The  corn  laws  which 
we  complain  of,  originated  in  the  necessity  of 
protecting  the  agriculturist  in  England,  who  pays 
tithes,  land  tax,  and  poor*  rates,  from  the  farmer 
of  other  countries,  who  pays  none  of  thoje  taxes, 
or  where  they  are  moderate,  and  who  could, 
therefore,  undersell  him  in  the  home  market.  It 
is  a  tax  levied  upon  the  whole  community,  so  as 
to  enualize  the  burden  of  general  taxation,  which 
would  otherwise  overwhelm  the  English  cultiva- 
tor. Such  a  regulation  here  would  be  an  odious 
imposition  upon  the-  people  for  the  benefit  of  one 
class.  So  far  is  the  prosperity  of  the  manufac- 
tures in  that  country  from  being  due  to  protecting 
duties,  that  Lowe,  in  the  Work  so  frequently 
quoted  by  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side,  says, 
expressly,  '^ihat,  of  123,000,000,  the  total  value  of 
'  British  manufaotures,  80,000,000  consist  of  the 

<  three  great  articles,  cotton,  woollen,  and  hardware, 

<  none  of  which  receive  protection  from  custom 
*  duties."  **  What,"  he  asks,  '*  was  the  real  motive 

<  on  the  part  of  Government  for  these  multifarious 
'  regulations-.-this  long  list  of  duties,  drawbacks, 
'  and  bounties?  Not  to  confer  on  any  of  the  par- 
'  ties,  whether  agriculturists  or  manufacturers,  an 
^  absolute  advantage,  but  to  reconcile  them  to  the 

<  taxes  imposed  on  the  respective  articles  of  their 
'  produce."  Great  Britain  has  been  compelled, 
from  frequent  and  expensive  wars,  to  resort  to  an 
oppressive  system  of  .taxation,  and  to  lay  an  ex- 
cise on  every  manufactured  article.  To  encourage 
her  navigation,  and  to  enable  the  English  manu- 
factures to  meet  the  foreign  fabrics  in  foreign 
markets,  drawbacks  are  granted,  and,  without 
that  provision,  English  goods  could  not  be  ex- 
ported or  sold  on  any  thing  like  equal  terms  with 


2247 


HISTORY  OP  OONGRBSS. 


2248 


H.  ofR. 


The  TaHff  BiU, 


April,  1824. 


those  produced  by^  the  same  measure  io  other 
countries  where  no  excise  exists.  Suoh  a  system 
would  be  unjust  here ;  it  would  be  a  tax  upon  the 
people  for  the  benefit  of  a  single  class :  as  for 
many  articles -of  English  fabric,  an  Kngushman 
pays  more  at  home  than  we  do  nere.  It  is  true 
that  Great  Britain  does  present  a  magnificent 
spectacle  of  increasing  national  prosperity  and 
greatness ;  but  gentlemen  have  not  attributed  this 
to  its  true  causes---the  yast  accumulation  of  capi- 
tal, superior  mechapical  skill,  persevering  indus- 
try, and  minute  division  of  labor.  They  have 
ascribed  it  altogether  to  the  defects  of  the  regula- 
tions of  that  countrv,  for  such  they  are  acknow- 
ledged to  be  by  all  tneir  writers,  and  all  their  en- 
lightened statesmen.*  There  is  another  cause 
which  has  great  weight :  it  is  the  existence  of  a 
sound  national  currency.  Even  the-Opposition  in 
England  attribute  the  present  highly  prosperous 
state  of  the  country  mainly  to  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments.  But,  ^ir,  let  us  look  at  the  state 
of  individual  happiness,  and  at  the  prosperity  of 
the  people  of  that^ country,  as  compared  with  our 
own.  I  heard,  with  the  utmost  surprise,  an  as- 
sertion that  they  were  better  fed,  and  better 
clothed,  and  enjoyed  more  comforts,  than  the 
people  of  this  country.  It  has  been  my  lot,  said 
Mr.  P..  from  inheriting  a  feeble  constitution,  to  be 
compelled  to  travel  much.  I  have  been  frequently 
in  England,  and,  in  returning  to  my  native  coun- 
try, I  have  remarked,  with  pride  and  delight,  the 
superior  condition  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States — superior  to  that  of  every  other  people  on 
the  face  of  the  earth  that  I  have  ever  seen.  For 
the  truth  of  this,  let  us  look  at  the  fapts.    A  large 

Proportion  of  the  people  of  England,  about  three- 
fths,  are  manufacturers,  I  mean  artisans,  work- 
men, and  laborers,  in  manufactories;  for  the  capi- 
talists who  own  them  are  tqo  inconsiderable  in 
numbers  to  b^  counted,  ijthough  we. seem  to  re- 
gard them  as  the  only  part  of  the  community 
worthy  to  be  encouraged.  These  men  tbil  through 
life  on  a  ^mall  stipend,  barely  sufficient  to  enable 
them  to  rear  up  a  family,  to  become  themselves  la- 
horers  at  a  very  tender  age.  This  is  all  they  ever 
aspire  to.  Owing  to  this  circumstance,  the  poor 
laws  have  become  a  part  of  the  manufacturing 
system.  ]l(  the  laborer  is  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment, by  accident,  disease,  or  the  inveation  of  a 


•  u 


For  some  years  post,  there  certainly  has  pre- 
Tailed,  in  this  country,  among  its  ablest  statesmen  and  , 
most  eminent  writers,  I  should  say,  indeed,  among  all 
men  of  sense  and  reflection,  a  decided  conviction, 
that  the  maintenance  of  this  prohibitory  system  is  ex- 
ceedingly impoHtic."~iSJpeMA  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  on  the  financial  state  of  Great  Britain, 

t  At  a  late  meeting  in  England,  to  take  in^  con- 
sideration the  state  of  pmon  discipline  in  that  coun- 
try, it  was  objected,  that  convicted  felons  received  a 
larger  share  of  meat,  vegetables,  and  bread,  per  day, 
than  conld  be  procnred  by  an  .agricQltural  laborer. 
The  reply  was,  that  the  agricultural  laborer  could, 
jram  the  poors'  rates,  obtain  that  supply  which  his  own 
wages  were  inadequate  to  procure : — A  state  of  things 
the  American  farmer  is  called  upon  to  envj ! 


new  labor-saving  machine,  he  must  be  reliered  by 
the  parish  or  starve.  Such  is  the  division  and 
perfection  of  labor  in  that  country,  that  a  maa 
thrown  out  of  employment  from  his  place  betn; 
usurped  by  another  fnadwU,  cannot,  in  many  years^ 
hope  to  earn  his  livelihood  in  any  other  manner. 
The  only  advocates  of  the  poor  laws  in  Enelandy 
and  I  never  expected,  said  Mr.  P.,  to  have  neard 
dny  one  here  praise  such  a  system,  contend  that 
they  have  become  necessary,  in  order  to  provide 
for  laborers,  and  to  equalize  taxes*  That  is  to  say, 
to  tax  the  landed  interest  for  the  support  of  the 
poor  laborer  and  artisan  in  sickness,  in  want  of 
employment,  or  when  the  proprietor  finds  it  coa- 
venient  to  lower  their  wages  below  their  actual 
necessities.  The  workmen  whose  condition  is 
represented  to  be  so  happy,  cannot  insist  upon  an 
advance  of  wages,  let  the  profits  of  the  manufac- 
turer be  what  they  may.  The  wages  of  labor 
bear  an  exact  proportion  to  the  price  of  provisions, 
and,  so  far  is  the  laborer  from  having  it  in  hu 
power  to  accumulate  anv  thing,  that,  if  his  labors 
are  accidentally  suspended,  he  must  be  relieved 
by  the  parish.  The  workman  passes  in  this  man- 
ner through  life,  hopeless  of  ever  bettering  hts 
condition;  this  is  the  case  with  aH  the  lower 
classes  in  England.  The  servant  who  puts  on  a 
livery  is  content  to  die  with  it  on  his  bacx.  This 
makes  excellent  artisans  and  good  sert^ants ;  bat 
we  oueht  not  to  seek  to  reduce  our  fellow-citizens 
to  sucn  a  state.  . . 

I  will  not  refer  to  Colquhoun's  statements  to 
prove  the  number  of  beggars  and  disorderly  per- 
sons there  are  in  England ;  that  is  now  considered 
of  very  doubtful  authority.  But  I  will  refer  gen- 
tlemen to  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  on  the  state  of  mendicity  in  Eng- 
land. God  forbid  that  the  assertion  made  on  this 
floor  that  there  are  as  many,  if  not  more,  beggars 
ia  our  towns,  should  be  true.  The  nun^Kr  df 
poor  supported  by  the  poor  rates  in  England  ftnd 
Wales  amounts  to  one  million,  one-twelfth  of  the 
population,  at' an- annual  expense  of  6,000,000L 
sterling,  more  than  $26,500,000.  So  much  for  the 
people  whose  lot  we,  in  the  United  States,  are 
called  upon  to  envy! 

The  efiect  oCthese  regulations,  which  may  be 
traced  all  to  a  system  like  the  one  proposed  by  the 
bill  upon  your  table,  upon  (he  middle  class  of 
landholderit,  has  been  most  oppressive.  Thoo- 
sanjls  have  abandoned  their  farms,  and  gone  into 
voluntary  banishment,  to  avoid  the  pressare  of 
taxation,  tithes,  and  poor  rates.  They  may  be 
seen  in  thousands,  settled  in  France,  in  the  Neth- 
erlands, and  in  Italy,  living  where  the  necessaries 
of  life  are  within  the  reach  of  men  of  moderate 
fortunes. 

The  laws  and  regulations  which  the  adrocates 
of  this  bill  think  Have  been  productive  of  the  great- 
ness and  prosperity  of  £  inland,  and  which  they 
believe  that  we  have  only  to  adopt,  in  order  to 
arrive  at  the  same  result,  if  they  have  had  any 
efiect,  have  produced  the  extremes  of  wealth  and 
poverty — a  state  of  society  we  ought  carefully  to 
avoid,  if  we  value  our  republican  institutions,  and 
desire  to  preserve  them. 
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Look,  too,  at  the  force  constantly  kept  on  foot 
to  suppress  smuggling,  where  such  a  system  as 
Che  one  proposed  exists.  In  Great  Britain,  besides 
«  host  ot  custom-house  officers,  there  is  an  army 
employed  m  what  is  termed  the  preventive  ser- 
Tice. 

In  France,  upwards  of  thirty  thousand  men  are 
kept  in  constant  employment  to  guard  the  cus-i 
totns  from  fraud.    In  Spain,  it  requires  twenty- 
seven  thousand  men  to  collect  the  taxes;  yet,  not- 
ivithstanding  those  armies  of  custom-housebfficers, 
smuggling  is  carried  on  so  extensively  that  a  small 
premium  will  insure  the  transit  of  prohibited  arti- 
cles between  England  and  France.    From  the 
Netherlands  to  Paris  costly  articles  are  sradggled 
at  a  premium  of  less  than  one-half  per  cent.* 
Oar  customs  a^e  now  guarded  by  public  opinion ; 
destroy  that — let  it  no  longer  be  considered  infa- 
mous to  violate  our  revenue  laws,  and  the  whole 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  ten  times  our  pre- 
sent land  force,  will  not  prevent  smuggling.    In' 
the  States  of  Europe,  the  existence  of  these  armies 
of  officers  adds  to  the  strength  of  Government. 
They  are  more  dependent  upon,  and  more  devoted 
to,  the  authority  that  employs  them,  than  any 
other  description' of  force — we  oiight  to  be  ex- 
tremely cautious  how  we  plac^  such  means  at  the 
disposal  of  our  Treasury  to  enforce  this  prohibi- 
tory system  V  and  on  a  coast  like  ours,  no  maritime 
force  this -Govern  ntient  can  afford  to  keep  up,  will 
prevent  smuggling. 

The  example  of  Russia  is  cited  ^  Russia,  say 
gentlemen,  tried  a  free  and  unrestrained  trade. 
which  occasioned  her  ruin,  and  has  wisely  resolvea 
to  abandon  it.  The  distresses  of  that  country  are 
U>  be  attributed  to  anv  other  cause — to  the  main- 
tenance of  nearly  a  million  of  soldiers — ^to  the  civil 
institutions  of  the  country,  and,  principally,  to  the 
excessive  issue  of  paper  money.  During  the  long 
wars  with  France,  Russia,  in  order  to  subsist  her 
armies  abroad,  was  compelled  to  send  almost  all 
the  speeie  out  of  the  country,  and  to  replace  it  by 
paper  money,  which  has  now  depreciated  so  mucn 
that  a  ruble  is  not  worth  more  than  one-third  of 
its  original  value.  We  can  draw  no  lessons  from 
the  experience  of  Russia.  This  country  is- totally 
dissimilar.  But,  if  their  experience  does  apply  at 
all  to  vs.  it  is  all  against  the  conclusions  of  the 
honorable  Speaker.  The  restrictive  system  was 
tried  by  the  Emperor  Paul;  and  Russia  was  not 
only i^eatly  impoverished  at  the  time,  but  lost  mar- 
kets for  her  produce,  which  she  has  never  r^ained. 
The  Emperor  Alexander,  after  the  peace  of  Tilsit, 
attemptea  to  carry  into  effect  the  prohibitory  sys- 


*  Mt.  Hnskisson,  in  his  speech  on  the  silk  trade, 
repeatedly  f tates,  and  quotes  evidence  to  prove,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  prohibition,  French  silk^  are  in- 
troduced into  England  for  a  premium  often  per  cent^ 
one  of  the  witnesses  says  :  "  When  I  was  at  Paris, 
thoy  had  no  idea  I  was  a  manufacturer,  and  they 
offered  me,  for  an  insurance  at  ten  per  cent,  to  send 
me  any  quantity  of  manufactured  silks  I  chose  to  se- 
lect, to  any-part  of  London  i  pleaaed,  notwithstanding 
their  liability  t»  be  seized  as  French  wherever  they 
were  fonnd.*' 


tem  of  Napoleon ;  but  even  he  was  compelled  to 
yield  to  the  will  of  his  people.  They  bore,  with- 
out murmuring,  every  burden  but  that.  It  is  well 
known  thjit  the  relaxation  of  that  system  led  to  the 
war  between  Russia  and  France,  which  terminated 
in  the  overthrow  of  Napoleon.  The  "  enlightened 
Miniete^'  of  Russia  will  find  himself  as  much 
mistaken  as  the  advocates  of  this  bill,  in  his  at- 
tempt to  restore  Russia  to  prosperity,  by  adopting 
a  prohibitory  system  of  duties.  The  remedy  mtist 
be  applied  to  tne  cause$  of  the  depression  he  com- 
plains of.  This  experiment,  however,  may  be 
tried  without  danger  to  Russia,  already  depressed 
as  low  as  possible;  but  here,  in  a  country  in  an 
unexampled  state  of  prosperity,  its  failure  #ill  be 
ruinous. 

And  fa^re  let  me  remark  that  the  happiness  or 
misery  of-  a  people,  and  the  prosperity  or  depres- 
sion of  a  State,  are  comparative  terms.  The  con- 
dition of  this  country,  and  the  sum  of  human  hap- 
Ciness  in  it,  if  compared  with  any  other,  would 
ear  me  out  in  the  assertion  that  we  are,  at  this 
moment,  the  most  prosperous  and  happiest  people 
in  the  world. 

The  honorable  Speaker  was  at  great  pains  to 
explain  the  amount  of  taxation  each  nation  b^rs, 
and  considered  that  afi  showing  the  comparative 
wealth  and  capacity  of  a  country.  It  is  true 
"  that  the  burden  of  taxation  is  always  relative  to 
the  ability  of  the  subjects  of  it."  But  it  is  not 
true,  that  the  existence  of  immoderate  and  exces- 
sive taxes  in  a  country,  proves  the  ability  of  the 
people  to  bear  them  without  serious  inconvenience 
or  ultimate  ruin.  It  is  true,  that  the  same  amount 
of  taxation  would  press  more  heavy  upon  a  poor, 
than  it  would  upoiv  a  rich  nation ;  more  heavy 
upon  Spain,  than  upon  England.  But  it  is  not 
true,  that  the  amount  of  contributions  a  Govern- 
ment draws  from  the  pockets  of  its  citizens,  is  a 
proof  of  the  prosperity  or  capacity  of  the  country. 
It  proves  little  more  than  that  jthe  expenditure  of 
that  Grovernment  is  extravagant ;  it  is  not  true, 
that  because  the  taxation. jper  ca^pita  in  England, 
is  three  f)ounds  two  shillings  sterling,  ($13  78,) 
and  that  in  the  United  States,  nine  shillings,  (9^,) 
the  prosperity  of  England,  and  the  capacity  of 
that  people  to  bear  taxation,  are  to  those  of  the 
United  States  ii\  the  ratio  of  $13  78  to  92.  This 
fact  showB  only  that  we  live  'under  a  wise  and 
economical  Government,  which,  instead  of  lav- 
ishing the  substance  of  its  citizens,  leaves  them  the 
means  of  accumulating  wealth  from  the  most 
humble  beginnings. ,  Look  at  the  condition  of 
the  people  of  the  two  countries.  How  easy  it  is 
here,  wnere  the  taxes  are  light,  for  the  poor  man 
to  elevate  himself  by  industry  and  economy  to 
wealth  and  consideration ;  how  impossible  is  it 
for  the  same  description  of  person  to  succeed  in 
England,  where  the  last  surplus  cent  is  drawn 
from  him  for  the  support  of  Government  \  there 
he  can  do  little  more  than  maintain  himself  above 
want. 

The  true  test  of  the  prasperity  of  a  people  con- 
sists in  their  mains  of  consumption ;  and,  it  judged 
by  this  standard,  by  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  food  and  clothing  they  consume  \  by  the  man- 
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ner  ID  which  they  are  lodged,  and  their  rapid  ac- 
cumulation of  wealth,  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
of  this  country  are  more  prosperous  and  better 
able,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  to  bear  an 
equal  burden  of  taxation,  thun  any  people  in  the 
world. 

Situated  as  we  are,  with  an  extensive  seacoast 
frontier,  our  independence,  our  very  existence  as 
a  nation,  depends  upon  our  ability  to  protect  our 
shores  from  the  attacks  of  ffreat  maritime  Powers. 
The  effects  this  bill  is  calculated  to  produce  on 
our  navigation,  have  been  clearly  and  unanswer- 
ably shown  by  the  gentleman  from  Massaohusetts. 
I  know,  said  Mr.  P.,  we  shall  be  told,  that  if  it 
does  affect  our  foreign  commerce,- it  will  increase 
the  coasting  trade.  But,  if  the  Atlantic  States  be 
impoverished,  and  deprived  of  the  means  of  pur- 
chase, how  can  the^oastins  trade  be  carried  on? 
If  the  Eastern  States  and  New  York  cease  16 
import  the  articles  we  want,  what  will  remain  to 
be  carried  ?  If  the  South  is  compelled  to  raise 
and  manufacture  for  its  own  consumption,  if  it  is 
deprived  of  the  means  of  purchase,  must  not  the 
coasting  trade  suffer  1  Commerce,  of  every  de- 
scription, coasting  or  foreiffn,  cannot  be  carried 
on  advantageously,  if  at  all,  unless  it  embraces 
articles  of  every  description ;  confine  it  to  one  or 
two,  and  i(  perishes. 

It  is  idle  to  say,  that  any  one  trade  is  a  losing 
trade  to  the  nation,  if  it  furnishes  the  merchant 
with  the  means  of  carrying  a  variety  of  articles 
to  other  markets.  The  East  Indj^  trade  has  been 
cited*  Let  us  see  how  it  operates.  A  vessel  is 
sent  out  to  Europe,  with  a  cargo  of  domestic  pro- 
duce, and  returns  laden  with  French  and  German 
goods,  suited  to  the  Mexican  and  South  American 
markets.  To  these  are  added  more  produce  and 
domestic  manufactures,  silks  and.  nankeens  of 
China,  dyed  here.  This  assorted  cargo  is  sold  in* 
Mexico,  for  what  is  the  produce  of  the  earth,  there- 
for gold  and  silver — ^which  are  brought  to  this 
country  to  be  shipped  to  China  for  more  silks  and 
nankeens  and  teas,  which  are  again  sent  to  South 
America  and  to  Europe. 

On  every  one  of  these  transactions,  there  re- 
mains a  profit  to  the  revenue  and  a  profit  to  the 
merchant :  yet  we  are  told  that  commerce  is  not 
productive.  It  is  jHroductive  always  in  proportion 
to  its  extent — ^in  proportion  to  the  variety  of  ar- 
ticles the  merchant  nas  to  make  up  his  cargoes 
with.  Speaking  on  this  subject,  the  eloquent 
Patrick  Henry  exclaimed,  "Fetter  not  commerce; 
let  it  be  free  as  air ;  she  will  range  the  whole  cre- 
ation, and  return  on  the  four  winds  of  heaven,  to 
bless  the  land  with  plenty." 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  demon- 
strated the  fallacy. of  the  assertion,  that  the  ruin- 
ous state  of  our  commerce  is  deducible  from  the 
unfavorable  balance  of  trade.  He  has  shown, 
too,  that  the  difference  of  exchange  between  this 
countrv  and  Great  Britain  did  not  depend  only 
upon  the  stare  of  trade  between  the  two  countries, 
but^  in  a  great  measure,  upon  the  difference  of 
their  currencies.  In  corroboration  of  wiiat  he  ad- 
vanced, I  will,  said  Mr.  P.,  mention  a  circumstance 
which  will  make  it  familiar  to  every  gentleman 


that  hears  me.  Being  about  to  leave  England  ia 
1820^  and  having  a  few  sovereigns  more  than  I 
required,  I  exchanged  them,  in  Liverpool,  for  dol- 
lars. The  dollar,  at  par  value,  is  4«.  wL^  54  pence 
sterling.  I  bought  them  for  is.  2d,^  60  pence  ster- 
ling, which  has  been  the  price  for  some  years  past. 
I  received  for  my  20  sovereigns,  96  dollars,  where- 
as, at  par  value,  they  were  only  worth  88 ;  and, 
oy  this  operation,  I  gained  more  than  eiaht  per 
cent.  The  exchange  at  this  time  was  in  favor  of 
England,  nominally*  ten  per  cent.,  so  that  if  we 
take  into  account  tne  freight  and  insurance,  it 
was,  in  fact,  very  nearly  at  par.  >Tfae  exchange 
is  made,  not  in  currency,  but  in  a  merchantable 
commodity,  liable  to  some  fluctuation  in  valae,in 
England,  where  onlv  a  given  quantity  of  silrer 
coin  is  issued  and  where  payments  over  a  certain 
sum  must  be  made  in  gold. 

The  effect  of  this  bul  on  our  revenue,  if  it  pro- 
duces the  results  anticipated  by  its  adfocates, 
must  be  ruinous.  It  is,  however,  useless  to  nrge 
this  topic  on  the  atteution  of  the  Committee. 

It  is  clear  that,  if  this  bill  produces  the  effect 
anticipated,  of  protecting  and  encoura|[iD^  our 
domestic  manufactures  by  preventing  the  intro- 
duction of  foreign  fabrics,  the  revenue  Dowd^ 
rived  from  imports  must  be  diminished ;  if  it  does 
not  produce  that  effect,  it  will  not  afford  that  pro- 
tection—if the  foreign  article  continues  to  be  im- 
ported, it  is,  in  the  present  state  of  our  Tretsnry, 
an  unjust  and  impolitic  tax  on  consumption. 

Its  effects  on  the  cotton-growing  States,  no  one 
can  .deny.  We  now  supply  Great  Britain  with 
more  of  that  raw  material  than  all  the  world  be- 
sides. But,  says  Mr.  Sp^ker,  '<  Will  she  refuse 
to  take  our  cotton  because  we  refuse  to  take  her 
cotton  fabrics,  and  thereby  deprive  herself  of  the 
market  she  now  enjoys  V^  This  would  be  troe 
enough  if  Great  Britain  could  not  obtain  cotton 
elsewhere,  and  must  either  consume  ours  or  stop 
her  manufactories  altogether.  We  now  sopplf 
Great  Britain  because  we  are  her  best  costomer; 
she  may  not  refuse  to  take  our  cotton,  bat  ber 
manufacturers,  who  are  many  of  them  shipping 
merchants,  will  , bring  Iheir  cotton  frooi  those 
places  where  they  seU  theii  fabrics— from  Brazil 
and  from  Mexico. 

How  this  bill  is  to  operate  in  favor  of  agricQl- 
ture,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand.  WiU  it  in- 
crease the  consumption  of  bread  corn  ?  This  etn 
only  be  done  ^y  opening  foreign  eaarkets,  tnd 
by  augmenting  our  population:  and  is  this  to  be 
effected  by  prohibitinja^  foreigii  fabrics,  or  by  shut- 
ting' the-  people  up  in  manufactories?  Will  it 
augment  the  comforts  of  the  people  to  compd 
them  to  become  artisans,  or  enable  them  to  coa- 
sume  more  ?  The  only  possible  effect  this  policy 
can  have  upon  the  agriculture  of  the  country,  wjU 
be,  to  augment  the  price  of  produce  by  diminisli- 
ing  its  quantity.  The  farmer,  deprived  of  a  roaj^ 
ket,  and  cut  off  from  all  means  bt  support  by  cimj 
tivating  the  earth,  condemned  to  pay  an  increased 
price  on  every  article  Of  consumption,  and  driven 
from  his  home  by  .tax-gatherers  and  frcisefflCDj 
must  seek  refuge  in  some  manufactory.  1^^ 
rich  man  will  alone  be  able  to  contend  against  tne 
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effects  of  this  law,  and  the  lands  mast  fall  into  the 
hands  of  a  few. 

And  yet  we  are  told  that  *'  the  oppoi^ents  of  this 
system  are  the  rieh  of  the  land."  The  efiects  of 
a  system  which  transfers  propertv  into  few  hands, 
npon  the  liberties  of  the  people,  1  leave  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  Committee  to  infer.  The  efieets 
upon  the  freedom  of  election,  hy  the  existence  of 
mat  manafacturing'  establishments,  containing 
naif  a  million  of  people,  who  must  be  under  the 
control  of  a  few  men,  is  too  ol^rious  to  require  a 
comment.  ^  ' 

The  honorable  •Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures  has  likened  the'  inhabitants  of  this 
country  to  an  army  marching  to  battle,  and  asks, 
what  would  be  the  condition  of  such  an  army,  if 
every  man  was  allowed  to  march  as  he  chose, 
and  to  load  and  fire  when  he  pleased?    This, 
then,  is  an  avowal  of  the  intentions  of  that  gen- 
tleman.   We  shall  not  be  permitted  any  longer  to 
do  as  we  please.    We  are  to  be  marshalled  as  an 
army.    We   must  march  with-  a  regular,  front. 
No  man  must  leave  the  ranks ;  no  man  is  to  be 
aUowed  to  surpass  his  fellow-men,  and  to  spring 
forward  to  gain  the  prize  his  talents  and  industry 
had  placed  within  his  grasp.    We  are  to  be  re- 
duced, like  the  tlindoos,  to  castes,  and  condemned 
to  toil  all  our  lives  at  one  employment.    I  trust  in 
Grod  the  Committee  will  not  sanction  a  law  in- 
tended, avowedly,  to  produce  such  efi*ects. 

The  natural  progress  of  a  country  like'  ours  is 
first  to  become  a  great  agricultural  State;  from 
that  agricultural  prosperity  springs   commerce, 
which  ought  to  be  fostered  unremittingly  until  it 
has  creat^  a  navy  sufficient  to  protect  our  mari- 
time frontier,  and  that  commerce  which  gave  it 
birth.    The  accumulation  of  capital  from  success- 
fnl  commerce  leads  naturally  to  the  establishment 
of  manufactures :  to  this  order  of  things  ihey  now 
owe  their  fhrarishing  condition  in  this  country. 
The  ezn»nsive  commerce  this  nation  enjoyed  dur- 
ing the  late  wars  of  Europe,  led  to  the  accumula- 
tion of  a  large  capital,  which,  as  it  could  no 
longer  be  prontablv  employed  in  navigation  and 
trade,  was  invested  in  manufaictures.    They  pre- 
sented to  the  capitalist  the  best  prospect  of  profit. 
Bnt,  say  gentlemen,  we  are  not  advancing  fast 
enoogfa^et  us  legjislate  the  nation  into  greater 
prosperity;  let  us  direct  how  every  man  shall  em- 
ploT  his  capital. 

The  most  sanguine  projectors  of  this*  scheme 
cannot  believe  that  the  prohibition  of  foreign  fab- 
rics will  create  capital;  their  object  can  only  be, 
/  in  their  zeal  for  long  exploded  doctrines  of  politi- 
cal economy,  to  diTive  their  fellow-citizens  from 
their  present  pursuits;  to  control  the  industry  of 
inditidnak;  to  urge  forward  the  premature  growth 
of  manufactures  by  forcing  the  capital  now  in 
existence  from  all  other  channels:  attempts  that 
have  proved  ruinous  wherever  they  have  been 
made. 

Look,  said  Mr.  P.,  at  the  unexampled  prosperity 
of  this  country  ;  a  population  advancing  with  a 
rapidity  beyond  all  parallel — an  accumulation  of 
capital,  within  a  small  space  of  time,  which  is  al- 


all  our  wants  in  time  of  peace,  without  resorting- 
to  internal  taxes.  Within  half  a  century  we  have 
become  a  sreat  and  powerful  nation ;  and  by  what 
means  ?  oy  the  freedom  of  our  institution^.  By 
the  liberty  every  man  enjoyed  to  employ  his  in- 
dustry and  capital  in  the  manner  he  indeed  most 
advanta^fcfous.  By  the  Groverntiient  having  kept 
steadily  m  view  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and 
having  enacted  laws  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole, 
without  favor  and  without  partiality.  That  the 
law  now  contemplated  is  the  reverse  of  all  this, 
no  one  can  deny.  It  is  intended  to  control  Indus- 
try, and  to  favor  a  few  at  the  expense  of  the  vast 
majority  of  the  people.  It  is  a  law  intended  for 
the  rich  man,  for  the  capitalist ;  it  will  not  profit 
the  labqrer,  but  will  drive  him  from  a  faealth^f  pur- 
suit to  a  sedentary  and  sickly  employment — ^if;  in- 
deed, the  number  of  industrious  men  who  now 
gain  a  livelihood  by  the  prosperous  state  of  our 
seaports  and  of  our  navigation  and  trade  will  find 
employment,  when  we  shall  have  taken  from  them 
their  present  means  of  support.  There  are,  said 
Mr.  P.,  other  eonsiderations,  >vhich  he  had  in- 
tended to  have  offered  to  the  attention  of  the 
House,  but  his  exhausted  strength  compelled  him 
to  conclude. 

It  requires,  ihdeed,  no  arguments  to  p>rove,  that, 
by  destroying  our  navigation^  by  restricting  rm- 
porta(ion,  and  consequently  exportation,  the  mari- 
time power  of  the  nation  must  be  annihilate^* 
By  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  foreign  fabrics 
our  revenue  must  be  impaired.  By  crushing  the 
enterprise  of  our  merchants,  all  who  diepend  upon 
commerce  for  support  must  suddenly  be  reduced 
to  povery  and  distress. 

When  Mr.  Poinsett  had  concluded — 

The  question  was'  taken  on  arreeinj^' to  -  tire 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  with- 
out a  division. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  third  amend- 
ment, .which  is,  to  strike  out  the  words  *'  printing 
type$»"  from  the  class  of  twenty ^five  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  duties.    This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  fourth  amendment  proposes  to  insert,  in  the 
eighty-seventh  line,  the  toUowing:  ''On  all  in- 
grain carpets  or  carpeting,  twenty-five  cents  per 
square  yard.*' 

The  fifth  amendment  proposes  to  insert,  "  on 
oil  ck)th  carpeting,  and  on  oil  cloths  of  every  de- 
scription, a  duty  of  thirty  ner  centum-ad  valorem." 

With  these  two  ameuuments,  the  clause  reads 
as  follows : 

**  On  BruiMli,  Venetian,  Turkey,  and  Wilton  car^ 
peU  and  carpeting,  fifty  cento  per  tquare  yard ;  on  all 
ingrain  carpets  or  carpeting,  twenty-five  cento  per 
sqoAre  yaol.  On  all  other  kinds  of  carpeto  and  car- 
peting of  wool,  flax,  hemp,  cotton,  or  parto  of  either, 
twenty  eento  per  square  yard ;  on  oil  cloth  carpeting, 
and  on  oil  cloths  of  every  description,  a  duty  of  thirty 
per  centum  ad  valorem. ' 

Both  these  amendments  were  agreed  to,  the  first 
without  a  division,  and  the  latter  by  a  vote  of  ayes 
99,  noes  72. 

Mr.  Kremer,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  observed 
that  he  had  been  requested  by  several  members 
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taken  od  reducing  the  minimum  on  woollens  from 
eighty  to  forty  cents,  and  by  some  others  who  l^ad 
Toted  under  a  misapprehension  with  respect  to  the 
consequences  of  their  vote,  to  move  for  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  taken. 

Being  called  upon  by  Mr.  A.  Stgvensoi^,  of 
Virginia,  for  his  reasons,  Mr.  Kremer  stated  them 
more  Jully. 

It  was  then  resolved,  that  the  question  of  re- 
consideration should  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays; 
and  after  a  prolonge4  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
LivERMORE,  Storrs,  and  Kremer  advocated,  a^ 
Messrs.  Mercer,  Randolph,  Owen,  and  For- 
syth, opposed  reconsidering^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  a  call  of  the  House 
was  made,  the  names  of  the  absentees  were  called 
over,  and  the  doors  closed ;  when 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  all  farther  pro- 
ceedings in  relation  to  absent  members  were  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  doors  were  then  re-opened,  and- the  debate 
was  renewed  by  Mr.  Webster,  who  spoke  in  op- 
position to  reconsidering. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  House 
agreed  to  re<!onsi<}er — yeas  110,  nays  95,  as  fol- 
lows : 

TxAS — Messrs.  Adams,  AUen  of-  Tennessee,  Allen 
of  Massachnsetts,  Allison,  Barber  of  Connecticut, 
Bartiey,  Beecher,  Blair,  Bradley,  Brown,. Buchanan, 
Buck,  Cady,  CampbeH  of  ^  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark, 
Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Burfee,  Dwigbt, 
Eaton,  £ddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvama,  Ellis,  Find- 
lay,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gazlay, 
Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hoge- 
boom,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder, 
Kremer, 'Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Litchfield,  Lit- 
tle, Livermore,  McArthur,  McKean,  Mcl^ane  ef  Del- 
aware, McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Marttn- 
dale,  Marvin,  Matlack,.  MatK>n,  MetcaUe,  Miller, 
Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Kentucky  Mor- 
gan, Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose, 
Ross,  Scott,  Sharps,  Sloane,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stod- 
dart,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whipple,  Whit- 
man, Whittlesey,  White,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wil- 
son, Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs*  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Tennessee,  Archer,  BayUes,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Bar- 
bour, Bartlett,  Bassett,  Breck,  Brent,  Buckner,  Bur- 
leigh; Burton,  Cambreieng,  Campbell  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Carter,  Cary,  CoUb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Crownin- 
shield,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dwinell, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connec- 
ticut, Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist, 
Ck>van,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Hay  ward,  *Herrick, 
Hobart,  Hooks,  Kent,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Livingston, 
Lock,  Long,  Longfellow  McCoy,  McDufiie,  McKee, 
McKim,  Mangum,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of. Maryland, 
Neale,  Kelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of 
New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Reynolds,  Richards,  Rives,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Sib- 
ley, Arthur  Smith,  Alex.  Smyth,  William  Smith, 
Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephen- 


son,. Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Tbompaon  of  Georgin 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance 
of  N.  Carolina,  Warfield,  Webster,  Wickliffe,  Wii. 
iiams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  WilUaou 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Caroliot. 

The  question  then  recurring  pn  the  House's 
agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  CoDimtttee  of  the 
Whole  in  that amendmentof  the  bill  which  reduces 
the  minimum  on  woollen  goods,  from  eighty  to 
forty  cents  the  square  yard — 

Mr.  McDuFFiE,  of  South  Caroiiaa,  rose,  and 
delivered  his  sentiments,  at  length,  in  favor  of 
agreeing.  ' 

Mr.  Cuthbert  of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  Livingstor 
of  Louisiana,  followed  on  the  same  side. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Livermore  of  NeW  Hampshire,  McLame  of  Del- 
aware, and  Ton  of  Pennsylvania,  in  opposittoa 
to  agreeing  with  the  Committee ;  and  by  Messrs. 
LiviivasTON  of  Louisiana,  Webster  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Cobb  of  Georgia,  Mercer  of  Virgiaia, 
Randolph  of  Virginia^  and  P.  P.  'Barbour  o/ 
Virffiaia,  in  favor. 

Air.  Randolph  expressed  his  surprise  that' the 
votaries  of  humanity — persons   wh^  could  not 
sleep,  such  was  their  distress  of  mind  at  the  very 
existence  of  aegro  slavery — should  persist  in  pres- 
sing a  measure,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  aggra- 
vate the  misery  of  that  unhappy  condition,  whe- 
ther viewed' in  reference  to  the  slave  or  to  his 
master — if  he  were  a  mao  possessing  a  single 
spark  of  humanity — for,  what  could  be  more  pui- 
aole  than  the  situation  of  a'  man  who  had  every 
desire  to  clothe  his  negrpes  comfortably,  but  who 
was  absolutely  prohibited  from  so  doing  by  legis- 
lative enactment?    He  hoped  that  none  of  those 
who  wished  to  enhance  to  the  poor  slave  (or,  what 
was  the  same  thing,  to  his  master)  the  price  of 
his  annual  blanket,  and  of  his  sordid  suit  oi  coarse, 
but  to  him  comfortable  woollen  cloth,  would  ever 
travel  througlK  the  Southern  country  to  spy  out 
the  nakedness,  if  not  of  the  land,  of  the  cyltivators 
of  the  soil.    It  was  notorious  that  the  profits  of 
slave  labor  had  been,  forja  long  time,  on  the  de- 
crease, and  that,  on  a  fau  average,  it  scarcely  re- 
imbursed the  expense  of  the  slave,  including  the 
helpless  ones,  whether  from  infancy  or  ag^.  The 
words  of  Patrick  Henry,  in  the  Convention  of 
Virginia,  still  rung  in  his  ears :    ",They  may  lib- 
erate every  one  of  your  slaves.    The  Congress 
possess  the  power  and  D^ill  exercise  it."    Now, 
sir,  the  first  step  towards  this  consummation,  so 
devoutly  wished  by  many,  is  to  pass  such  laws  as 
may  yet  still  further  diminish  th6  pitumce  i^hich 
their  labor  yields  to  their  unfortunate  masters. 
To  produce  such  a  state  of  thii^ffs  as  will  insure, 
in  case  the  slave  shall  not  elope  from  his  master— 
his  master  will  run  away  from  him.    Sir,  the 
blindness,  as  it  appears  to  me — 1  hope  gentlemen 
will  pardon  the  expression — with  which  a  certain 
quarter  of  this  countrv — I  allude  particularly  to 
the  seaboard  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgiar^ 
has  lent  its  aid  to  increase  the  powers  of  the  Gen- 
eral Go  v^nment  on  points — to  say  the  least,  oi 
doubtful  construction — ^fiUs  me  with  astonishment 
and  dismay.    And  I  look  forward,  almost  with- 
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out  a  ray  of  hope,  to  the  time  which  the  next  cen- 
sus, or  that  which  succeeds  it,  will  assuredly  hring 
forth — ^when  this  work  of  destruction  and  devas- 
tation is  to  commeoce  in  the  abused  name  of  hu- 
manity and  religion — and  when  the  imploring 
eyes  of  some  will  be,  as  now,  turned  towards 
another  body,  in  the  vain  hope  that  it  may  arrest 
the  evil  and  stay  the  plague. 

The  question  was  finally  taken,  and  the  House 
refused  to  agree  in  reducing  the  minimum  to  forty 
cents — yeas  101,  nays  104,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Abbot,  A^xsnder  of  Virginia,  Al- 
len of  TeDnesseei,  Archer,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Bazfoour, 
J.  8.  Barboar,  Bartlett,  Baasett,  Breck,  Brent,  Buch- 
anan, Backner,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Gambreleog,  Camp- 
bell of  South  </arolina,  Garter,  Gary,  Cobb,  Gock^, 
Conner,  Crowninshield,  Oulpeper,  Gashman,  Guth- 
bert.  Day,  Pwinell,  Edwards  of  NortbCaroltna^  Floyd, 
Forsyth,  Froet,  Fuller,  Garnelt,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan, 
Gorley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Hay  ward,  Herriok,  Hobart, 
Hooks,  Isacks,-  Kent,  Kremer,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Lincoln, 
liivingston,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McGoy,  McDuf- 
fie,  McKee,  McKim,  Mangum,  Matfon,  Mercer,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen, 
Plumerof  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Ran- 
kin, Reed,  ReynoldSf'Richards,  Rives,  fi^uttdera.  Sand- 
ford,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Spaight,  Spence;  Standefer,  A.  Stevenson,  J. 
Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,- Thompson  of  Geor- 
gia, Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tucker  of  Virg'a,  Tucker 
of  South  GaroUna,  Vance  of  North  Garolina,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Warfield,  Webster,  Wickiifie,  WUliams  of 
New  Yorl,  WilUams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  Nort'h 
Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  GaroUna— 101. 

NAva — Messrsw  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Alien  of  Massachusetts,  Allison,  Barbour  of  Connec- 
ticut, Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buck, 
Gady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins, 
Condict,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Findlay,  Foot 
of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forward,  Garri- 
son, Gaxlay,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herki- 
mer, Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Jenkins,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Lathrop, 
Lawrence,  Letcher,  Little,  Li^ermore,  Mc Arthur, 
McKeati,  McLane  of  Delaware,-  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mal- 
lary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Metcalfe, 
Miller,  >litchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Mary- 
land, Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Patterson  of  Penn- 
syiTania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  PennsyWania, 
Prince,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rote,  Ross,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloane, 
Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Tay- 
lor, Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Tod,  TomUnson,  Tracy,  Trimble, 
Tyson/  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton, 
Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White, 
James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
Woods,  and  Wright— 104. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Fbiday,  April  9. 

Mr.  Rai^ki9,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled. "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
several  acts  providing  for  ascertaining  and  adjust- 
ing the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  St.  Helena 
and  Jackson  Courthouse  land  districts,"  reported 
the  same  with  amendments ;  and  the  bill  was 


committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to  which  the  bill  of  this  House- upon  the  same 
subject  is  committed. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
'^An  act  to.  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the 
debt  due  to  the  United  States,  by  the  purchase!^ 
of  public  lands,''  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment-; and  it  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to  which  the  bill  of  this  House, 
upon  the  same  subject,  is  committed. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili* 
tary  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the.  bijl  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  '<An  act  for  the  relief,  of 
Alfred  Moore  and  Sterling  Orgain,  assignees  of 
Morris  Linsay,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment; and  it,  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  William  Cocke,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  to  compensate  him  for  'certain 
military  services  rendered  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  late  war;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
cominitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  considetation  of 
the  report  of  che  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  the  revision  of  the  tariff. 

The  House  concurred  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  in  the  iifth  amendment,  which  is  to 
strike  out  the  following : 

**  On  Russia  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  archeens, 
two  dollars  each  piece ; 

"  On  Raven's  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  archeens, 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  each  piece ; 

*'  On  Holland  duck,  per  piece  of  fiAy-two  archeens, 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each  piece. 

The  House  also  agreed  to  the  sixth  amendment, 
which  is  to  substitute  the  four  and  a  half  cents, 
instead  of  six  cents,  as  the  duty  on  cotton  ba^ing^ 
Ayes  84,  noes  62. 

The  seventh  amendment,  which  is  to  reduce 
the  duty  on  bar  iron,  from  $1  12  to  90  cents  per 
cwt.,  being  under  consideration — 

A  debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Buchanan, 
Udbee,  Brown,  and  Stewart, opposed  the  reduc- 
tion ;  and  Messrs.  Rbeo,  Randolph,  Tucker, 
McDuFFiE,  Mercer,  Cambreleng,  Webster, 
and  Marvin,  supported  it. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Spea^ker,  it  is  not  my  design  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  the  general  principles  of  the  bill 
now  before  the  House.  Although  I  am  fully  pre- 
pared to  do  so,  yet,  tiipe  has  become  so  precious, 
and  so  much  has  already  been  said  upon  the  sub- 
ject, that  I  have  abandoned  any  such  intention. 

I  will,  however,  take  the  liberty  of  askine  the 
Committee  to  attend  to  some  observation»  which  I 
shall  make,  in  reply  to  that  part  of  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Web- 
ster) which  related  to  hemp  and  iron.  The  rea- 
sons which  that  gentleman  urged,,  with  great 
ability  and  zeal,  against  an  additional  duty  upon 
these  articles,  were,  that  much  injury  would  re- 
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suit  from  it,  to  the  manufacture  of  sihipt  and  to 
the  navigation  of  the  country.  In  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  he  alleged  that  our  navigation  had 
been  left  dependent  upon  its  own  resources,  with- 
out any  protection  from  Grovemment ;  that  it  was 
in  a  depressed  and  declining  condition ;  to  use  his 
o'wn  phrase,  that  it  was  barely  able  to  keep  its 
head  above  water;  and  that  the  weight  which 
this  bill  would  bring  to  bear,  upon  it,  by  the  addi- 
tional imposts  on  hemp  and  iron,  might  destroy 
it,  or,  to  repeat  the  gentleman's  words,  tnight  be 
the  last  ounce  which  would  break  the  camel's 
back.  As  a  consequence  from  all  these  observa- 
tions, he  inferred  that  the  Navy  was  in  danger  of 
destruction. 

In  opposition  to  this  argument,  I  trust  I  shall  be 
able  to  show,  conclusively,  that  no  branches  of 
domestic  industry  have  ever  been  cherished  by  the 
legislation  of  this  country  with  ^s  much  care  as 
those  of  ship-building  and  navigation ;  that  both 
these  branches,  although  they  have  suffered  in  the 
general  depression  of  th^  country,  are  now  in  a 
mor^  prosperous  conditioh  than  any  other  portidn 
of  domestic  industry  j  and  that  they  Hre  perfectly 
able,  and  ought  to  be  willing,  to  bear  the  addi- 
tional duty  ujpon  hemp  and  iron  proposed  by  this 
bill,  even  if  it  should  amount  to  what  the  gentle- 
man supposes.  If,  said  Mf.  B.,  I  can  establish 
these  positions,  it  will  result  as  a  necessary  infer- 
ence, that  our  Navy  is  in  no  danger  from  the 
measure  now  under  consideration. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  is  fortunate  that  the  first 
Congress  which  sat  under  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, when  they  came  to  legis^te  upon  the  navi- 
gating interest  of  the  country,  were  not  guided  by 
the  principles  which  we  have  so  often  heard  reit- 
erated in  this  Hall.  They  did  not  belong  to  that 
school  of  politicians  whose  principal  dogmas  are, 
"Let  trade  rej^ulate  itself;"  "Let  not  legislation 
attempt  to  divert  industry  or  capital  from  the 
ishannels  in  which  they  are  flowing  into  other 
branches."  On  the  contrary,  they  Mlieved  that 
the  manofaeture  of  ships,  and  their  navigation, 
were  interests  which  required  legislative  protec- 
tion, and  they  afiforded  it  in  the  most  effectual 
manner. 

The  third  act  which  ever  passed  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  was  that  of  the  20th  Jaly, 
17894  imposing  duties  on  tonnage.  It  was  after- 
wards repealed  by  the  act  of  the  20th  July,  1790; 
which,  however,  re-enacted  in  substance  the  same 
provisions.  Whilst  these  acts  declare  that  ships 
or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  arriving  from  any 
foreign  port  or  place,  shall  pay  a  duty  of  only  six 
cents  per  ton  'upon  each  entry,  they  enact  that  all 
other  ships  or  vessels  shall  jolj  a  duty  of  fifty  cents 
per  ton,  except  those  built  within  the  United 
States  and  belonging  to  foreigners,  which  shall 
p«y  thirty  cents  per  ton.  The  legislative  protec- 
tion afforded  by  these  acts,  to  that  portion  of  our 
tonnage  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  in 
the  fisheries,  was  of  a  still  more  decisive  charac- 
ter. Whilst  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
engaged  in  these  pursuits,  paid  a'duty  of  but  six 
cents  per  ton,  in  each  year^  those  "  not  of  the  Uni- 
ted States"  paid  fifty  cents  per  ton  upon  each  entry. 


In  addition  to  jthese  discriminating  duties  upon 
tonnage,  in  favor  of  our  own  citizens,  the  act  of 
the  10th  Au^t,  1790,  added  10  per  cent,  to  the 
rates  of  duties  imposed,  "  in  respect  to  all  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  which  shall  be  imported  in 
ships  or  vessels  not  of  the  Unit^  States.^ 

What,  Mr.  Spe$ker,was  the  effect  of  thislegi^ 
lative  protection  upon  our  tonnage  and  urina- 
tion? Let  Mr.  Pitkin  and  Dr.  Seybert  answer 
this  question:  Mr.  Pitkii^,  in  his  View,  declares 
that— 

**  These  extra  charget  on  the  navigation  and  com- 
merce of  foreign  nationa  were  onfficient  to  drive  from 
oar  porta  the  greatest  proportion  of  the  foreign  ton- 
nage. All  foreign  nationa  were  affected  by  the  syitem 
we  bad  adopted  in  favor  of  the  ahip-oWDers  in  the 
United  States.  The  diminution  of  the  foreign  too- 
nage  employed  in  our  trade  was,  with  very  few  ex- 
ceptions, rapid,  regular,  and  permanent.** 

Dr.  Seybert,  in  hi^  Statistical  Annals,  bears  the 
same  testimony.    He  states  that — 

**  Oar  discriminatiens  operated  powerfolly  in  favor 
of  our  ahippinff.  Vessels  not  of  Che  United  8tttei,  of 
200  tons  burden,  on  entering  our  ports,  pafd  £iQ  toa- 
nage  duty,  and  for  a  cargo.of  the  value  of  £2,000,  they 
paid  £16,  eitra  duty,  more  than  did  the  Yssaeb  of  tbe 
United  States,  of  the  8«me  'tonnage,  and  laden  u 
aforesaid.  These  ettra  charges  were  sofGdeot  to 
drive  from  our  porta  the  greatest  proportion  of  the 
foreign  tonnage.  Ml  foreign  nations  were  affected  by 
the  system  we  had  adopted ;  it  seemed  ta  operate  like 
magic  in  favor  of  the  ship-owners  in  the  United  States. 
The  diminution  pf  the  foreign  tonnage  emfloyed  in 
oar  trade  was,  with  very  few  exceptions,  rapid,  rego- 
lar,  and  permanent." 

I  will  freely  acknowledge;  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the 
wars  in  Europe,  and  our  neutral  conditioD,  by 
placing  within  our  reach  a  large  portion  of  the 
carrying  trade  of  other  nations,  assisted  these  dis- 
criminating duties  in  producing  their  effect  apon 
our  navigation,  with  such  astonishing  rapidity. 
Dr*  Seybert  states,  that  "in  1789,  our  shipping 
'  was  not  sufiScient  for  the  transportation  of  the 

<  domestic  produce  of  the  States ;  one-third  of 

<  that  which  was  then  employed  for  that  parpoae, 

*  belonged  to  foreigners;"  and  that  "in  1793, ow 

<  tonnage  exceeded  that  of  every  other  natioB, 

*  except  Great  Britain.'^ 

These  discriminating  duties,  and  the  unexampled 
increase  of  oar  tonnage,  alarmed  the  Qorernmenf 
of  Great  Britain.  They  dreaded  the  rapid  pro- 
gress of  our  navigation,  and  made  it  a  prinwrf 
object  to  check  its  augmentation.  For  this  pu^ 
pose,  they  proposed,  in  the  year  1791.  "tbaiBrrl- 

*  ish  ships  trading  to  the  ports  ot  tbe  Unitw 

*  States,  should  be  there  treated,  with  respect  to 

*  the  duties  of  tonnage  and  impost,  in  like  niannff 
'  as  ships  of  th*  United  States  should  be  treated 

*  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain,"  By  this  ineaps, 
they  expected  to  crush  oar  navigation  in  its  in- 
fancy. Th«*y  well  knew,  if  they  could  pcrsw?® 
our  Government  to  cast  it,  at  that  period  ol  it 
existence,  upon  the  ocean,  without  protection^twy 
would  obtain  what  they  so  ardently  desired--^ 
monopoly  of  our  trade.  They  were  conrincw, 
that  our  navigation  could  not  then  endure  a  com- 
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petition  with  the  long  established  navigation  of 
Great  Britain. 

The  statesmen  of  that  day,  thanks  be  to  Prov- 
idence, did  not  act  npon  the  modern  fashionable 
doctrines  of  political  economy.  They  refused  to 
accept  this  oner  of  a  reciprocity  of  trade  between 
th«  two  countries,  which  Great  Britain  had  made. 
They  did  not  adopt  the  principle,  that  trade  should 
regulate  itself.  No,  Mrr  Speaker,  they  cherished 
and  nourished  onr  navigation  in  its  infancv,  by 
protecting  duties;  and,  in  this  manner,  inrused 
into  it  such  energy  and  vigor,  that  it  can  now 
fearlessly  go  forth,  and,  upon  equal  terms,  chal- 
lenge com|»etition  with  the  world.  The  same 
kind  of  protection  will  produce  the  same  efieot 
upon  the  manufactories  which  this  bill  proposes 
to  encooraffe. 

Dr.  Sejrbert  informs  ns,  that  these  discrimina- 
ting duties  on  tonnage  and  imports  alarmed  the 
British  merchants  and  ship-owners.  That  was  a 
most  favorable  omen.  In  this  pahicular,  I  can 
congratulate  the  advocates  of  the  present  bill  that 
they  are^equally  fortunate.  Every  British  mer- 
chant, every  British  agent,  and  every  vender  of 
Britisn  good^,  within  the  United  States,  have 
taken  the  alarm.  Should  this  bill  pass,  they  know 
that  the  day  is  not  far  distant,  when  they  shall 
cease  to  dram  from  us  our  wealth,  and  to  enrich 
themselves  and  the  British  manufacturers,  at  ou^ 
expense. 

The  House  have  distinctly  perceived  the  ef- 
fect of  these  discriminating  duties  upon  the  foreign 
tonnage  of  the  United  Staltes.  Their  operation 
upon  that  employed  in  the  coasting  tfade  was  still 
more  decisive.  In  this  trade,  the  voyages  from 
port  to  port  in  the  United  States  being,  compara- 
tively speaking,  but  short,  the  burden  orfiftv  cents 
per  ton,  upon  every  entrv,  imposed  upon  foreign 
vessels,  was  so  onerous  tnat,  in  its  enect,  it  soon 
amounted  to  an  absolute  prohibition.  In  this 
manner  our  own  navigation  w%s  virtually  put  in 
the  eiclusive  possession  of  that  importaiit  branch 
of  our  commerce,  long  before  the  ilct  ojf  1817  de- 
clared ''That  no  goods,  Wares,  or  paerchandise, 

*  shall  be  imported,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture 
^  thereof,  from  one  port  of  the  United  States  to 

*  another  port  of  the  United  States,  in  a  vessel  be- 

*  longing  wholly  or  in  part  to*  a  subject  of  any 

*  foreign  Power." 

It  is  manifest,  thereibre,'that  these  acts  of  Con- 
gress went  much  further  in  protecting  our  navi- 
gation against  foreign  competition,  than  the  bill 
now  before  the  House  contemplates  going,  in  re- 
gard to  any  brahch  of  our  agriculture  or  manufac- 
tures. And  yet  the  representatives  of  the  navi- 
gating interest  in  this  Honse,  not  only  complain 
that  it  has  been  left  dependent  upon  its  own  re- 
souroes,  without  any  protection  from  Government ; 
bat  they  are  the  first  and  loudest  in  Resisting  the 
moderate  encouragement  which  this  bill  proposes 
to  other  branches  of  domestic  industry.  Is  this 
grateful  1    Is  it  generous ?    Is  it  just  ? 

Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  may  be  necessary  to  show 
in  what  manner  the  acts  of  Congress,  to  which  I 
have  referred,  gave  oyr  ship-builders  protection. 
It  will  be  found  that  the  statesmen,  by  whom  they 


were  enacted,  had  a  proper  idea  of  the  importance 
of  encouraging  the  mandfa'cture  of  ships;  and,  I 
trust,  those  of  the  present  day  are  not  so  degene- 
rate, that  they  need  to  be  reminded  of  it  by  the 
toast  of  a  Prjme  Minister  of  England,  which  the 

geutleman  from  Massachusetts  ^Mr.  Webster) 
as  thought  fit  to  repeat  for  our  eaification. 

We  have  seen  that  these  discriminating  duties 
upon  imports  and  tonnage,  in  favor  of  our  own 
citizens,  were  confined  id  their  operation  to  "ships 
or  vessels  of  the  United  States."  To  constitute 
'*a  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States,"  it  is  ne- 
cessary not  only  that  it  should  be  owned  by  a 
citizen  or  citizens  thereof,  but  that  it  should  have 
been  built  within  the  samer  This  is  a  general 
rule,  to  which  I  know  of  but  two  exceptions — the 
one  in  favor  of  vessels  captured  by  our  citizens 
from  the  enemy,  and  declared  to  be  lawful  prize, 
and  the  other  of  vessels  condemned  for  a  breach 
of  the  revenue  laws.  There  never  was  a  time  in 
the  history  of  the  United  States^  when  an  Ameri- 
can merchant  could  purchase  froin  a  foreign  ship- 
builder a  vessel  built  in  a  foreign  country, '  and 
have  her  so  naturalized  under  our  laws  as  to  free 
her  from  the  imt>Osition  ^f  these  discriminating 
duties.  Of  consequence,  the  domestic  manufac- 
ture of  ships  was  as  completely  protected  by  these 
regulations  against  foreign  competition  as  was 
our  navigation.  The  ship-builder  and  navigator 
moved  hand  in  hand.  Tde  same  encouragement 
was  afibrded  to  both,  and  the  same  success  at- 
tended that  encouragement.  We  are  now  able  to 
manufacture  ships  much  cheaper^  as  I  shall  show 
hereafter,  than  they  can  in  Great  Britain: 

Let  us  now  pause  for  a  moment,  and  reflect 
what  would  have  been  the  present  condition  of 
our  ship-building  and  navigation,  had  the  same 
system  of  policy  been  pursued  in  relation  to  these 
important  interests,  which  gentlemen  now  wish 
to  pursue  towards  our  domestic  manufactures. 
England,  our  great.  riVal,  possessed  tonnage  in 
abundance,  capital,  and  skill.  It  was  both  her 
interest  and  her  inclination  to  overwhelm  but 
rising  navigation.  The  struggle  would  have  been 
between  the  vigor  of  manhood  and  the  feebreness 
of  infancy.  Our  navigation,  without  protection^ 
must  'have  been  crushed.  It  then  stood  in  the 
same  relation  to  British  navigation,  that  our  infant 
manufactures  do  at  present  towards  the  long  ex- 
isting establishments  of  a  similar  nature  in  Great 
Britain. 

The  very  same  arguments  which  the  navigating 
interest  have  used  a^inst  this  bill^  might  have 
been  urged  in  opposition  to  the  discriminating  du- 
ties* for  their  protection.  The  agriculturists,  who 
had  produce  to  be  transported  to  a  foreign  market, 
might  have  argued  that,  if  freight  could  be  pro- 
cured at  a  cheaper  rate  in  an  English  than  in  an 
American  vessel,  they  had  a  right  to  this  advan- 
tage; that  these  discriminating  duties  were  boun- 
ties, paid  by  the  great  mass  of  the  people  to  the 
navigating  interest,  and,  therefore,  they  should 
not  be  imposed.  The  shipping  merchants  might 
have  said.  Let  us  buy  where  we  can  buy  the 
cheapest,  and  sell  where  we  can  sell  the  dearest. 
If  it  be  tor  our  advantage,  permit  us,  without  the 
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payment  of  discriminatiog  duties,  to  purchase  our 
ships  in  foreign  countries.  Gover  omen  (should  not, 
by:  Iegi»lation,  divert  capital  from  other  branches 
into  ship-building  and  navigation.  Whenever  it 
shall  be  for  the  interest  of  individuals  to  employ  it 
in  this  planner,  it  will  be  so  employed ;  ana  then, 
and  not  till  tden,  will  it  be  ttie  interest  of  the 
cation. 

The' true  answer  to  all  the  suggestions  of  this 
nature,  which  might  have  beea  u'^rged  against 
our  discriminating  duties,  and  have  been  used 
against  the  i)resent  bill,  is,  that  a  wise  nation,  like 
a  wise  individual,  -should  be  willing  to  suffer  a 
trifling  temporary  inconvenience  in  the  beginning, 
that  it  may  attain  a  great  permanent  good  in  the 
end.  Should  you  plant  and  nourish  those  domes- 
tic manufactures  only,  which  are  congenial  to 
your  country,  and  of  which  you  possess  the  raw 
material  in  abundance ;  if,  in  their  infancy,  you 
shield  them,  .by  protecting  duties,  against  destruc^ 
tion  from  foreigd  competition  and  ibreign  capital; 
althouffh,  for  a  short  time,  the  price  may  be  en- 
hanced to  the  consumer,  yet,  before  long,  it  will 
be  reduced  below  that  of  the  foreign  article.  Our 
experience  with  respect  to  coarse  cotton  goods 
completely  justifies  this  remark. 

But,  upon  the  present  occasion,  we  should  be 
governed  by  higher  considerations  than  these.  I 
would  vote  for  this  bill  upon  the  same  principle 
that  I  woul4  for  the  erection  of  a  necessary  fortifi- 
cation or  the  building  of  a  navy.  Are  not  the 
woollen  and  the  cotton  manufactures  necessary 
to  our  indepe^ience  ?  Is  a  nation  perfectly  inde- 
pendent, without  clothinj;  for  its  people,  without 
uon,  and  without  hempT  Is  it  either  patriotic  or 
wise  to  rely  for  the  means  of  defence  upon  for- 
eign nations,  when  we  possess  them  in  abundance 
within  ourselves  ? 

In  the  days  of  peace,  whilst  those  nations  are 
all  desirous  of  pouring  their  manufactures  upon  us, 
and  of  exhausting  our  wealth  for  their  aggran- 
dizement, we  shall  experience  no  difficulty  in  ob 
taining  supplies.  ,  fiut,  let  the  clouds  of  war  lower 
over  our  heads,  let  the  nation  be  deprived  of  its 
foreign  supplies,  and  cast  upon  its  own  energies 
for  its  defence,  and  what  will  then  be  oUr  condi- 
tion 1  The  events  of  the  late  war,  within  the  re* 
collection  of  every  gentleman  on  this  floor,  afford 
the  .best  answer  to  this  question.  If  there  ever 
were  a  nation  which  should  have  been  taught  wis- 
dom on  this  subject,  by  the  lessons  of  experience, 
it  is  our  own. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  been  wandering  from 
that  portion  of  the  subject,  to  which  I  promised  I 
would  confine  myself,  into  the  general  principles 
of  the  bill.  The  best  apology  which  I  can  make 
for  this  digression  is  to  return  to  it  immediately. 

I  admit,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  navigating  interest, 
in  common  with  the  other  great  interests  of  the 
country,  suffered  considerable  depression  in  conse- 
quence of  the  general  peace  in  Europe.  I  deny, 
however,  that  this  depression  was  at  all  in  propor- 
tion with  that  experienced  either  by  agriculture  or 
manufactures.  During  the  lon^  period  in  which 
the  nations  of  Europe  were  involved  in  war, 
we  had  a  large  portion  of  the  carrying  trade 


of  the  world.  The  general  pacification  termina- 
ted this  profitable  branch  of  commerce,  and  left 
our  navigating  interest  dependent  upon  its  own 
resources,  and  those  of  the  country.  It  will  be 
found^  however,  upon  examination,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  disadvantages  against  which  it  had 
to  contend,  the  Government  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States  sustained  it  in  this  crisis.  It  has 
always  been  the  favorite  of  our  legislation. 

The  American  tonnage,  employed  ia  foreign 
trade,  which  entered  the  ports  of  the  Uoited 
States,  during  the  year  ending  the  last  day  of 
September,  1823,  was  775,271  tons.  This  is 
greater  than  it  has  been  in  any  year  ending  on 
the  last  day  of  December,  since  181 L  except  the 
years  1816,  1817,  1819,  and  182a  It  is  nearly 
5,000  tons  less  than  in  1817;  but  it  is  above 
20,000  tons  more  than  in  1818,  and  upwards  of 
5,000 ^ons«  more  than  in  1821.  The  House  will 
understand  that  I  am  now  speaking  of  the  toosage 
which  paid  duties.  It  will  at  once  be  perceir^, 
that  this  is  greater  than  our  actual  foreign  ton- 
nage, inasmuch  as  the  same  vessel  may,  and  often 
does,  pay  duty  more  than  once  in  a  y<*ar.  If,  how- 
ever, we  Look  at  the  actual  registered  tonnage  of 
the  United  States,  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  the 
prospect  is  equally  cheering.  It  has  been  grada- 
ally  increasing  foi^  several  years.  I  hold  a  state- 
ment of  U  in  my  hand,  from  1816  up  till  1892,  both 
inclusive ;  from  which  it  appears  tnat,  in  1822,  it 
amounted  to  628,150  tons.  In  1818,  it  had  been 
606,088.  Between  these  two  periods,  its  increase 
was  22,062  tons.  Although,  from  this  statement, 
it  appears  that,  in  1816,  it  was  800,759  tons,  in 
1817,  809,724  tons,  and  that,  in  1818,  it  was  sud- 
denly reduced  to  606,08$  tons,  yet  this  is  not  a 
true  state  of  the  case.  The  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sury has  certified  that  this  suddea  decrease  arose 
'' principally  from  the  registered  tonnage  haviDg 
'  been  corrected  in  1818,  by  striking  ofi'all  the  res- 
'  sels,  the  registers  of  which  were  granted  prior  to 
'  the  year  1815,  and  which  were  supposed  bf  the 
'  collectors  to  have  been  lost  at  sea,  captured,"  (Ic 

Whilst  the  present  state  of  our  foreigi^  tonnage 
presents  nothing;  calculated  to  produce  despond- 
ei^Cf  the  condition  of  that  employed  in  our  coast- 
ing trade  is  flourishing  beyond  exan^ple.  It  has 
been  increasing  gradually  and  rapidly  ever  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  In  1816 
it  amounted  to  522,164  tons.  In  1822  it  was  624,- 
188  tons.  Thus,it  appears  that,  in  theshortspace 
of  six  years,  it  increased  more  than  100,000  tons. 
The  same  quantity  of  tonnage,  in  this  trade,  affords 
employment  to  a  much  greater  number  of  sailors 
than  in  the  foreign  trade;  and  the  actual  tonnage 
engag^ed  in  eacli  is  now  about  equal. 
.  This  branch  of  our  commerce  must  grow  with 
our  growth,  and  strengthen  with  oiu  strength. 
Human  foresight  cannot  calculate  its  future  ex- 
tent or  advantages,  .should  it  be  directed  by  a  vise 
system  of  policy.  The  territory  of  this  nation  is 
so  vast,  and  its  capacities  for  tne  production  and 
manufacture  of  almost  every  article  of  Aecessitjr  or 
luxury-  are  so  extensive,  that  nearly  all  our  mutiw 
wants  win,  at  no  Very  distant  day,  be  supplied  by 
a  free  aod  unrestricted  commerce  with  each  other. 
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Besides,  tins  titde  will  be  a  powerful  means  of 
perpematiog  our  Union.  Providence,  by  render- 
ing the  different  portions  of  our  country  dependent 
upon  each  other,  has  laid  the  foundations  of~  that 
intercourse  which  will  bind  us  together  by  the 
adamantine  bonds  of  mutual  interest  and  affec- 
tion. 

Sir^  said  Mr.  B.,  it  must  strike  every  person  with 
astonishment,  who  examines  this  subject,  that  our 
foreign  tonnage  has  not  been  greatly  diminished 
since  the  general  pacification  of  Europe.  How 
has  this  interest  been  able  to  support  itself  at  its 
present  amount,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of  the 
foreign  carrying  trade  ?  I  answer,  by  the  aid  of 
Governmental  protection ;  and,  although  this  al- 
legation may  be  at  variance  with  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts^  (Mr.  Webster,)  I 
hold  myself  bound  to  )>roTe  it. 

In  the  year  1815  the  United  .States,  believing 
her  marine  to  have  acquired  sufficient  strength 
and  vigor  to  sustain  a  competition  upon  equal 
terms  against  the  world,  proposed  to  all  nations  a 
fair  reciprocity  of  trade.  By  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
March  of  that  year,  we  declared  that  we  would 
admit  into  our  ports  th^  vessels  of  every  nation, 
carrying  articles  the  produce  or  manufacture  of 
sncfa  nation,  without  levying  any  other  tonnage  or 
impost  duty  than  was  levied  on  American  vessels ; 
provided  such  nation  would  admit  into  their  ports 
American  vessels,  laden  with  American  produce 
or  manufactures,  without  imposing  any  impost  or 
tonnage  duty  beyond  that  which  was  paid  by  their 
own  vessels.  On  the  3d  July,  I8l5,  the  United 
States  concluded  a  commercial,  convention  with 
Great  Britain,  founded  upon  these  principles,  so 
far  as  respected  our  trade  with  her  territories  in 
Europe ;  out  her  possessions  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  were  ex- 
pressly excluded  from  its  operation. 

The  British  Gk)vernment,  after  the  general  peace 
in  Europe,  determined  to  adhere  rigidly  to  their 
colonial  system,  so  far  as  their  own  navigation 
was  con'cerned.  AlAiough  they  were  willing  that 
there  should  be  a  direct  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  their  West  Indian  and  North  Ameri- 
can colonies,  yet  they  insisted  that  it  should  be 
carried  on  by  their  own  vessels.  The  ports  of 
these  colonies  were  therefore  closed  against  Amer- 
ican vessels,  and  they  were  entirely  excluded  from 
any  participation  in  the  trade.    ■ 

What  portion  of  our  citizens  was  injured  by  the 
exclusion  of  American  tonnage  from  these  ports? 
It  was  not  the  farmer^  who  had  corn  and  flour, 
nor  the  planter,  who  had  tobacco,  nor  the  mer- 
chant, who  had  lumber,  to  be  transported  to  mar- 
ket To  them  it  was  a  matter  of  no  importauce, 
whether  these  articles  were  carried  to  the  West 
Indies  in  an  English  or  an  American  vessel.  In 
either  case,  they  could  be  exchanged  for  the  same 
quantity  of  rum,  sugar,  or  molasses.  ^  It  was  the 
navigating  interest  alone,  which  was  directly  in- 
jured by  tnis  regulation.  No  other  class  of  society 
had  any  concern  in  the  question,  except  that  gen- 
eral one,  which  every  good  citizen  ddgnt  to  feel  in 
protecting  the  useful  establishments  of  his  coun- 
try.   Out  navigating  interest  petitioned  Congress 


for  relief.  What  was  the  consequence  1  For  their 
benefit,  we  conceived  the  bold  design  of  compell- 
ing Great  Britain  to  abandon  her  colonial  system, 
and  to  break  those  fetters  in  which  she  had  for 
ages  bound  this  portion  of  her  trade.  On  the  18tk 
April,  1818,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
passed  a  l,aw,  declaring  that  '^the  ports  of  the 
^  United  States  shall  be  and  remain  closed  against 
*  every  vessel  owned  whpUjr  or  in  part  by  a  subject 
^  or  subjects  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  coming  or 
'  arriving  from  any  port  or  place  in  a  colony  or 
^  territory  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  that  is  or  shall 
'  be,  by  tlie  ordinary  laws  of  navigation  and  trade, 
'  closed  against  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the 
'  United  States."  The  provisions  of  this  act  were 
considerably  extended  by  those  of  the  supplemen- 
tary act  of  the  15th  May,  1820. 

What,  then,  were  the  weapons  with  which  we 
cooimenced^this  great  undertaking?  For  its  ac- 
complishment, we  depended  altogether  upon  the 
patience  and  patriotism  of  our  people.  The  con- 
test was,  whether  our  citizens  interested  in  the 
trade  with  the  British  colonies,  or  Ihose  colonies, 
could  the  longest,  and  with  the  most  fortitude,  en- 
dure its  destruction.  How  much  those  citizens 
suffered,  for  thd  benefit  of  the  navigation  of  the 
country,  will  appeihr  from  th'e  very  able  memorial 
from  Norfolk,  which  was  presented  during  the 
first  session  of  the  last  Congress.  .The  memorial- 
ists urged  the  repeal  of  these  acts.  They  stated 
their  conviction,  that  the  attemYit  to  compel  Great 
Britain  to  abandon  hef  colonial  svstem  was  alto-> 
gether  hopeless;  as  she  had  "often  and  openly 
avowed  her  determination  not  to  abandon  it  but 
with  her  existence."  They  declared  that,  under 
the  operation  of  the  existing  laws,  their  farmers, 
their  merchants,  their  dealers  in  timber  and  lum- 
ber, in  fact  all  classes  of  their  citizens  were  de- 
prived, in  a  great  measure,  of  their  former  resources, 
and  were,  many  of  them,  burdened  with  debts 
which  they  were  unable  to  pay.  This  picture, 
drawn  by  the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk,  of  their  suf- 
fering9  for  the  benefit  of  our  navieatioDj  is  appli- 
cable to  every  other  part  of  the  Union  interested 
in  the  trade  with  t^e  Bri^sh  West  Indies. 

The  Spirit  of  the  country,  however,  nobly  su»- 
tained  its  navigation  in  this  contest.  The  great 
a^icultural  interest  stood  unmoved.  They  were 
willing  to  suffer  for  the  benefit  of  the  ship  owners. 
Congress  refused  to  repeal  these  acts. 

Our  bold  policy  finally  triumphed,  and,  on  the 
24th  June,  1822,  an  act  of  the  British  Parliament 
repealed  their  colonial  system  in  favor  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  opened  their  ports  in  the  West 
Indieaiand  North  America  to  vessels  belonging  to 
our  citizens. '  And  yet,  notwithstanding,  the  navi- 
gating interest  complain  that  they  have  been  left 
unprotected  by  the  Government  to  struggle  against 
the  world. 

Here,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  will  take  leave  tp  remark, 
that  I  was  astonished  to  hear  it  alleged  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster,) 
that  this  comeession,  made  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment in  favor  of  our  navigation,  was  an  evidence 
that  they  were  departing  from  their  restrictive 
system.    No,  sir ;  if  it  proves  any  thing,  it  is  the 
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efficieocy  of  this  system.  This  concession  was 
extorted  from  them  by  the  adoption  of  our  conn* 
teryailiag  restrictions,  and  is  strong  testimony  in 
favor  of  the  power  of  that  policy,  when  properly 
eierciaed,  to  obtain  justice  from  foreign  nations. 
However  much  English  statesmen  may  talk  about 
the  new  doctrine  of  the  freedom  of  trade,  they 
take  care  to  aet,  in  every  case  of  importance,  upon 
their  old  pirinciples.  It  is,  therefore,  not  improba- 
ble, that  the  scraps  of  speeches  made  by  my  Lord 
Liverpool,  and  others,  which  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webster)  has  collected  and 
read  to  this  House,  have  found  their  way  to  the 
Tery  market  for  which  they  were  intended.  Should 
this  bill  be  defeated  at  the  present  session,  as  I 
trust  it  will  not,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  we  shall 
have  a  fresh  supply  of  the  same  articles  imported 
before  the  next  session  of  Congress.  In  Qreat 
firitain  they  dread  nothing  more  than  the  adop- 
tion by  our  country  of  that  system,  which  the 
Speaker  has  aptiv  styled  the  American  policy. 
Rest  assured^  sir,  they  will  leave  no  means  untried 
to  drfeat  it. 

I  will  mention  one  other  example  to  show  with 
what  eare,  and  at  what. expense  to  the  other  in- 
terests of  the  country,  this  Gtovet'nment  has  fos- 
tered, and  I  admit  wisely,  its  navigation.  France, 
immediately  after  &he  had  extricated  herself  from 
the  ions  wars,  in  which  she  had  been  involved, 
devoted  herself  to  the  cultivation  of  the  arts  of 
peace.  Among  other  things,  ahe  immediately  di- 
rected her  attention  towards  hernuiriBe.  She  was 
anxious  to  obtain  the  exclusive  privilege  of  carry- 
ing those  of  our  productions  which  she  used  in 
her  manufactures.  For  this  purpose  she  estab- 
lished discriminating  duties,  in  uvor  of  cotton, 
tobacco,  and  potashes,  imported  in  her  own  ves- 
sels, , which  a^  equivalent  to  a  tonnage  duty  of 
from  $18  to  1(21  per  ton.  The  navigating  interest 
of  the  United  States  took  the  alarm,  and  memo- 
rialized Congress  upon  the  subject.-  To  that  in- 
terest Congress  never  lent  a  deaf  ear.  On  the  15th 
of  May,  1820,  ao  act  passed,  which  imposed  a 
eountervailing  duty  of  918  per  ton,  upon  all 
French  vessels  entering  the  ports  of  the  United 
States.  The  consequence  of  this  measure*  was  the 
auspension,  in  a  grout  degree,  of  the  direct  trade 
between  this  country  and  France. .  That  profi^- 
ble  branch  of  our  commerce  was  at  once  sacrificed 
to  promote  the  interests  of  our  navigation.  The 
House  will  readily  perceive  to  what  degree  that 

Ertion  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Sutes,  who 
d  commodities  to  be  carried  to  market  in  France, 
miist  have  suffered  under  the  operation  of  this 
system.  They,  however,  suffered  without  mar* 
m wing }  because  they  knew  that  their  misfortunes 
.were  intended  to  benefit  that  class  of  their  fellow- 
citizens  concerned  in  navigation. 

Our  countervailinff  duties  on  French  tonnage 
produced  the  desired  effbct.  On  ttie  84th  June, 
1322,  the  very  dajr  on  which  the  British  Parlia- 
ment  opened  their  colonial  porta  to  our  vessels, 
the  convention  with  France  was  concluded,  which 
placed  our  carrying  trade  with  that  country  upon 
a  fair  and  reciprocal. basis. 

From  this  brief  history,  we  have  learned  that 


the  patience  and  patriotism  of  the  people  of  tiiis 
country  have  obtained  for  their  foreign  naviga- 
tion, a  signal  triumph  over  both  Engla&d  and 
France ;  and  have  opened  new  and  profitable 
avenues  for  its  enterprise.  And  yet  the  RepreseD* 
tatives  of  that  interest  upon  this  .floor,  complaio 
loudly  that  it  has  been  left  unprotected.  They 
make  this  complaint  in  the  face  of  a  system  of 
legislation  in  its  favor,  which  is  un|Nmdleled  u 
the  annals  of  the  country  in  regard  -to  any  other 
object.  The  Government  watched  over  its  in- 
fancy with  parental  care,  and  afforded  it  protec- 
tion against  foreign  rivals,  whilst  such  protection 
was  necessary.  When  it  had  attained  sufficient 
vifpor  to  fear  no  rival-^when  a  fair  competition 
with  all  nations  was  that  which  it  most  desired, 
the  Government  obtained  for  It  this  imporuut 
advantage.  Now,  when  it  is  in  a  prosperous  sit- 
uation, having  got  every  thing  which  it  asked,  it 
is  the  $rst  to  cry  out  a^instafifording  a  compir- 
atively  triflinff  protection  to  other  bmocbes  of 
American 9 industry.  Is  this  gratitude?  Is  it 
even-handed  justice  ?  Is  it  doing  «nto  others  as 
you  would  they  should  do  unto  you  ?  , 
.  I  shall  now  proceed  to  prov^,  that  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  country  is  perfectly  able  to  bear  the 
additional  duty ^ upon  hemp  and  iron  propofed  in 
the  bill,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  od  Mnoa- 
factures.  In  order  to  establish  this  position,  it 
will  not  be  necessary  to  add  much  to  what  I  hare 
already  said.  For  the  sake  of  the  argument,  I 
shall  suppose,  with  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Websteb,)  that  the  small  addi- 
tional duties  upon  these  articles  will  be  permanent 
additional  burdens  to  that  amount  imposed  upon 
our  naviffatiojD.  £ven.  under  this  view  of  the 
subject,  that  interest  is  able  to  bear  them ;  and 
considering  what  has  been  done  for  it  by  the 
country,  ought  to  bear  them  for  the  common  good, 
without  a  murmur. 

The  Housci  I  (eel  ceruiin,  will  understand,  I  do 
not  admit  that  these  additional  duties  will  cootinue 
to  be  jadditional  burdens  Anon  the  nSTigating 
inter^t.  On  the  contrary,  I  firmly  bdieve  that 
the  domestic  comp^tion  which  must  necessarily 
spring  up  under  this  proteetion,  wiil^  in  a  fev 
years,  reduce  the  price  both  of  hemp  and  of  iron. 

These  additional  duties  cannot  injure  the  ton- 
nage employed  in  our  coasting  trade.  This  por- 
tion of  our  navigation,  which,  in  1832,  wasoearljr 
equal  to  that  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  and  whieh 
must  increase  rapidlv,  has  no  competition  to  dresd. 
It.  enjoys  a  mt>nopoly.  It  will,  tnerefore,  suaiaiB 
no  loss  in  consequence  of  the  additional  dutio, 
because,  in  proportion  as  you  enhance  the  price  of 
the  vessel,  you  will  increase  the  freight  The  case 
might  be  different,  if  foreign  competition  w< 
not  altogether  excluded;  Would  it  not,  theo,  be 
jiaat,  that  this  portion  of  our  tonnage  should  m 
compelled  to  use  the  'hemp  and  iron  of  our  ovn 

Erodttction,  even  at  an  advanced  price?  We 
ave  established  a  prohibitory  system  in  its  Aror— 
should  not,  then,  the  same  rule  be  adopted;  ioi^y'' 
of  our  farmers  and  manufacturers,  at  least  so  w 
as  respects  the  hemp  andiron  necessary ip ^be 
construction  and  repair  of  the  vcsseb  which  it 


2269 


HISTOBT  OF  CONQRESS. 


2270 


April,  1824. 


The  Tariff  BUI. 


H.  or  R. 


employs  ?  The  bill  before  the  House,  bowerer, 
instead  of  proceeding  thus  far,  only  imposes  a 
small  additional  duty  upon  these  articles,  and  yet 
it  has  been  denounced,  as  though  it  would  pros- 
trate the  navigation  of  the  country. 

I  admit,  said  Mr,  B.,  that  our  foreign  tonnage 
must  enter  into  competition  with  the  world,  and, 
therefore,  it  stands  upon  a  different  basis  from  that 
employed  la  our  coasting  trade.  Under  these 
circumstances,  can  it  endure  the  proposed  addi- 
tional duties  ?  I  answer  boldlv  in  the  affirmative. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.. Web-- 
STER^  has  stated,  that  all  the  materials  of  ship 
building,  except  the  timber,  are  cheaper  in  Eng- 
land than  in  this  country. 

Thi.s  may  be,  aiid  no  doubt  is  the  case.  But  is 
not  timber  the  chief,  and  by  far  the  most  expen- 
sive material  in  the  eonstruction  of  a  ship  ?  In 
England  they  are  compelled  to  purchase  this  ar- 
ticle in  foreign  countries,  and  to  pay  the  heavy 
expense  of  its  transportation  ;  whilst  we  possess  it 
in  abundance  at  home.  The  consequence  is,  that 
a  ship  of  the  same  tonaaffe  may  be  built  much 
cheaper  in  this  country  tnan  in  England.  We 
have  the  testimony  of  the  Mercantile  Society  of 
New  York  to  this  effect.  The  Committee  of 
Manufacturer,  before  they  reporte<f  their  bill  to 
this  House  in  January,  1821,  addressed  certain 
questions  to  that  Society,  two  of  which,  with  their 
answers,  I  will  take  leave  to  read  to  the  House : 


don.  What  is  the  cost  of  a  British  ship  of 
My  SOQ  toas  1  What  of  an  American  of  the  sune 
foroo  and  burden  \  and,  gentrally,  the  difference  in 
the  priee  of. shipping,  by  the  ton,  in  each  ooaotry, 
complete^  oqaipped  1 

Answer.  A  oritiih  ship  of  300  tons,  eqaippod  fat 
sea,  will  cost  $34,000,  or  $80  per  too.  An  American 
ship  of  the -same  quality,  will  cost  $18,0Q0  or  $60  per 
ton. 

Question.  The  quantit^j  of  iron  and  cordage  to  the 
100  tons  of  shipping  ! 

Answer.  It  will  require  i  tons  of  iron,'  1,{^00  lbs.  of 
copper  bolts,  4^  tons  cordage,  and  30  bolts  of  duck  to 

the  100  tons." 

\ 

In  answer  to  another  question,  the  same  Society 
state,  that  '*  fofeign  vessels  would  not  have  a  pre- 
'  ferencc,  in  our  ports,  over  American  huUt  vessels, 
*  unless  at  a  reduction  in  freight  of  25  per  cent,  or 
<  advantagesequiTalent,at  the  port  of  destination." 

Thus,  it  appears  that  the  additional  ditty  of  $7 
50  per  ton,  proposed  upon  iroQ  by  the  bill,  as  re^ 
ported,  on  a  ^ip  of  300  tons  burden,  would  amount 
only  to  $90,  and  that  upon  hemp  would  be  equal 
to  about  $200.  How,  then,  sir,  can  this  additional 
duty  .of  $290  upon  a  ship  of  300  tons,  secioasly 
injure,  much  less  destroy,  our  navigation  ?  Is  it 
possible  we  can,  in  the  slightest  d^ree^  bealariped 
oy  such  a  clamor,  when  we  consider  that,  a  vessel 
01  this  description  now  costs,  in  Ensland,  our 
^reat  rival  in  navigation,  $6,000  more  tnan  it  does 
in  our  country  ? 

It  has  been  urged,  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  WfiBSTER,}  against  the  proposed 
additional  duties  on  hemp  and  iron,  that  if  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  these  Articles  to  supply  the  do- 
mestic demand,  were  produced  in  tnis  country. 


that  our  navigating  interest  would  lose  their 
freight  from  Russia  and  Sweden.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
B.,  has  it  come  to  this  ?  Shall  we  be  comnelled 
to  purchase  articles  in  foreign  countries  for  no 
Qther  reason  but  to  increase  the  employment  for 
our  navigation?  Are  all  the  other  interests  of 
the  country  to  be  sacrificed,  that  the  welfare  of 
this  one  may  be  promoted  ?  I  trust  not.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  bare  statement  of  this  argu- 
n^ent  is  its  best  refutation.  We  are  asked  to  buy 
hemp  and  iron  from  foreigners — we  are  called 
upon  to  transport  our  wealth  to  distant  countries 
to  pay  for  these  articles — and  for  what  reason  ? 
Not  that  we  cannot  produce  them  in  abundance 
for  ourselves ;  not  that  we  need  them ;  but  simply 
because  the  favored  class  of  our  citizens  conqerned 
in  navigation  want  to  enjoy  the  advantap;es  re- 
sulting from  their  carriage.  You  must,  sir,  pur- 
chase the  merchandise,  that  they  may  receive  the 
freight.  I  am  glad  the  gentleman  has  come  out 
boldly  and  avowed  this  position. 

After  what  I  have  already  said,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary I  should  add  a  few  words  only,  concerning 
the  Navy ;  because  it  is  manifest  that  it  cannot  be 
injured  by  the  additional  duties  upon  hemp  and 
iron,  if  I  have  taken  a.  correct  view  of  their  ope- 
ration upon  our  ship  building  and  our  navigation. 
I  feel  myself  constrained,  however,  to  maae  one 
or  two  observations  on  this  subject. 

I  am  a  sincere  friend  to  the  Navy.  One  of  the 
earliest  political  maxims  impressed  upon  my  mind 
was,  that  it  would  be  our  most  safe  and  natural 
bulwark  against  foreign  invasion.  This  opinion 
has  been  confirmed  by  the  victories  which  it 
achieved  during  the  late  war — victories  which 
have  equally  covered  both  itself  and  the  nation 
with  glory.  I  would,  therefore,  warn  its  true 
friends  to  have  a  care  how  they  introduce  it  into 
every  debate  upon  the  subject  of  this  tari£  Like 
all  the  oiher  institutions  of  this  country,  it  must 
depend,  for  its  support,  u^n  public  opinion. 
Withdraw  (hat  from  it,  and  it  must  and  will  sink* 
Are  those  gentlemen,  then,  its  genuine  friends 
who  wield  it  as  the  chief  weapon  of  opposition 
against  the  present  bill  ? 

If,  whenever  any  measure. calculated  to  promote 
the  domestic  industry  of  the  country,  and  to  ben- 
efit its  landed  interest,  shall  be  introduced  into 
Congress,  the  cry  is  resounded,  that  it  cannot  be 
adopted,  because-  thereby  you  may  injure  the 
Navy  y  the  people  will  at  last  begin  to  beueve  that 
there  xs  something  incompatible  between  their 
prosperity  and  its  exbtence.  If  they  shall  at  any 
time  be  impressed  with  this  conviction,  which  { 
trust  in  God  they  never  may,  but  to  which  the 
courseof^argument  that  has  been  pursued  by  theene- 
miesof  this  bill  directly  leads,  its  swift  destruction 
will  be  the  inevitable  conaequeace.  The  people 
will  not  continue  to  sustain  an  institution  which 
they  have  been  taught  to  believe  stands  as  a  per- 
petual barrier  against  the  adoption  of  any  system, 
calculated  to  encourage  the  agriculture  and  man- 
ufactures of  the  country, and  for  the  promotion  of 
whose  glory  their  own  welfare  must  be  the  sac- 
rifice. The  Navy  has  nothing  to  fear  except  from 
such  friends  and  from  itself.    Recent  events  have 
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alarmed  its  true  friends  with  serious  apprehensions 
that  it  has  become  intoxicated  with  prosperity, 
and  has  been  relaxing  in  discipline.  If,  at  this 
moment,  when  sach  impressions  are  abroad 
throaghout  the  land,  it  shall  be  made  the  instru- 
ment oy  which  this  bill  shall  be  defeated,  and  you 
should  pass  the  one  now  on  your  table  creating  a 
magnificent  establishment  ot  vice  admirals  and 
rear  admirals,  the  consequence  may  be  justly 
dreaded.  Should  these  measures  not  shase  its 
standing  in  the  opinion  of  thepeople,  I  confess  for 
pne  I  shall  be  disappointed.  Thankinff  the  House 
for  their  attention,  I  shall  not  trouble  them  longer 
upon  the  subject,  having  already  said  much  more 
than  I  intended  when  I  rose. 

W|(ien  Mr.  Buchanan  had  taken  his  seat — 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose,  and  said 
he  regretted  that  the  motion  now  submitted,  to  re- 
duce the  proposed  duty  on  iron,  compelled  him  to 
depart  from  the  determination  he  had  formed  not 
to  troubfe  the  House  with  any  remark's  of  his  upon 
this  subject.  But  when  he  saw,  in  this  motion,  a 
blow  aimed  at  the  vital  interests  Of  those  whom 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent  upon  this  floor,  it 
would  1)6  a  culpable  dereliction  of  public  duty  in 
him  to  remain  silent  He  did  not  intend,  how- 
ever, he  said,  to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  the 
general  principles  of  the  bill,  further  than  was  ne- 
cessary to  meet  and  obviate  the  arguments  which 
had  been  employed  by  gentlemen  who  had  sup- 
ported the  prerposition  now  under  consideration. 

The  objectioAs  urged  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Massachuisetts  (Mr.  Fuller)  who  first 
addressed  you,  are  in  substance  these :  That  the 
proposed  increase  of  duty  on  iron  would  impair 
the  revenue ;  injure  the  farmer ;  tax  all  classes  of 
the  community ;  destroy  the  business,  and  increase 
the  burdens  of  commerce  and  navigation ;  pros- 
trate the  Navy ;  create  monopolies ;  shut  the  ports 
of  Russia  against  our  produce — and  all  for  the 
benefit  of  a  few  overgrown  and  wealthy  iron 
masters.  This,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  believed  was  a 
fair  and  full  statement  of  the  grounds  of  opposi- 
tion assumed,  not  only  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, (Mr.  Fuller,)  but  also  by  his  colleagues, 
(Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Reed,)  as  well  as  the 
gentlemen  from  South  Carolina  and  "Virginia, 
(Messrs.  MoDiiFnE  and  Randolph.) 

In  (he  first  place,  Mr.  S.  said,  it  would  be  prop- 
er to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  this  proposition, 
fraught  with  such  direful  consequences.  It  was, 
he  said,  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  proposition 
to  add  thirty-seven  cents  a  hundred  to  tne  existing 
duty  on  bar  iron,  equal  to  9^  40  cents  per  ton — 
not  a  protecting,  out  a  mere  revenue  duty. 

The  quantity  of  iron  consumed  in  the  United 
States  was  estimated  at  45,000  tons  per  annum. 
During  the  existence  of  the  embargo,  non-inter- 
course, and  wan  which  created  a  necessity  for  the 
domestic  manufacture  of  this  article,  capital  to  a 
large  amount  was  invested,  iron  works  sprung  up 
in- almost  every  part  of  the  country,  and^the  home 
supply  was  soon  equal  to  the  demand.  However, 
peace  was  soon  restored,  which  again  let  in  the 
ibreigA  article.  Still  our_  infant  establishments 
maintained  the  unequal  contest  suoceasfuUy,  un* 


til  Congress  interposed,  not  to  protect  but  to  d^ 
stroy  them  ;  and  by  the  iniquitous  tariff  of  1816, 
which  increased  the  duties  upon  sugar,  dec.,  near 
one  hundred  per  cent.,  reduced  the  duty  upon  iron 
from  thirty-two  per  cent,  to  nine  dollars  per  ton. 
This  gave  the  death  bloW  to  the  American  mano- 
factures.    They  sunk  one  after  another — the  im- 
portationa  increased  regularly  every  year,  aniU 
they  rose  from  3,000  to  33,787  tons  per  anDiim, 
leaving  about  12,000  tons  for  domestic  production; 
and  the  importation  of  pig  iron  had  also  incretsed, 
from  104  tons  to  3,000  per  annam.    But,  sir,  we 
are  told  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Fuller)  that  the  Russians,  (from 
whom  we  get  the  most  of  our  iron)  are  poor,  and 
if  we  do  not  buy  their  iron  they  cannot  buy  oar 
produce.    The  gentleman  feels  no  regret  for  the 
fate  of  the  American  manufacturer  who  is  thus 
destroyed — the  American  laborer  who  b  thus  left 
without  employ  and  without  bread-^the  Ameri- 
can fermbr  who  is  thus  left  withoot  a  market  for 
his  produce — but  his  sjrmpathies  are  all  alire  for 
the  poor  serfs  and  Cossacks  of  His  Imperial  Ma- 
jesty the  Bmnerov  of  nil  the  Rusaias,  lest  they 
should  starve  lor  want  of  our  produce.    But,  sir, 
do  they  take  our  produce'for  their  iron  ?    No,  sir; 
they  are  not  such  fools  as  to  follow  our  example, 
and  take  from. us  what  they  can  produce  at  borne. 
Sir,  they  take  almost  nothing  but  yOnr  cash.  Hot 
stands  the  account  ?    Last  year  we  imported  from 
Russia  to  the  amount  of  ^,258,797 ;  while  the 
amount  of  domestic  produce  exported  to  Russia 
amounted  to  only  $51,635 ;  leaving  a  balance  to 
be  paid  in  cash,  of  (2,307,162.     So  much  for  the 
often  repeated  argument  that  we  most  buy  from 
Russia,  or  Russia  would  not  buy  from  us.    We 
five  at  the  rate  of  9^  for  their  produce,  and  get 
back  one  fbr  ours.    Such  a  policy  as  this  would 
ruiB  any  nation.    No  wonder  that,  with  such  a 
system,  our  currency  was  reduced  in  three  yean 
from  one  hundred  and  ten  to  forty-five  millions; 
no  wonder  that  our  stocks,  and  eYery  thing  trans- 
ferrable,  was  remitted  to  Europe  to  pay  an  unfa- 
vorable balance  of  trade ;  no  wonder  that  agrical- 
ture,  commerce,  and  manufactures,  were  all  alike 
struggling  for  their  existence.    If  there  is,  how- 
ever, continued  Mr.  S.,  any  article  We  ought  to 
manufacture  above  all  others,  an  article  for  which 
we  should  be  independent  of  the  tvorld,  he  con- 
tended that  it  was  iron  ;  it  was  equally  necessary 
in  peace  and  in  vnir;  it  was  intimately  connected 
with  the  defence  of  the  country — as  much  so  as 
powder  and  ball.    Our  country,  he  said,  abounded 
with  ore,  with  coal,  provisions,  every  thing  neces- 
sary for  its  manuracture,  and  the  raw  material 
was  useless  for  any  other  purpose;  the  capit&l 
was  already  vested,  and  labor  unemployed,  whie^ 
wanted  but  the  vivifying  touch  of  Governmental 
patronage  and  protection,  to  spring  at  once  into 
successful  operation,  saving  millions  to  the  nation, 
aflfording  a  market  to  the  farmer,  and  employment 
to  labor. 

But,  we  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Cambreleng,)  that  our  iron  is  not  so 
good  as  the  imported — that  it  is  not  suitable  for 
the  manufacture  of  cannon.    And,  sir,  is  it  comt 
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to  this?  Are  we  to  depend  on  Europe  for  our 
cannon  ?  Is  this  nation,  boasting  of  its  independ- 
ence, to  look  to  Eurppe,  to  the  Holy  Alliance,  for 
the  means  of  national  defence  ?  lie  disputed  the 
fact  of  inferiority.  The  cannon,  as  well  as  those 
'who  manoeuvred  them,  during  the  late  war,  were 
purely  American;  and  where,  sir,  is  the  evidence 
of  their  inferiority?  He  fearlessly  affirmed  that 
neither  the  metal  of  our  guns,  nor  tne  metal  of  our 
men,  were  ever  surpassed.  .  He  would  appeal  for 
proof  to  the  splendid  achievements  on  tne  plains 
of  Bridgewater  and  New  Orleans — to  the  glorious 
deeds  on  Erie  and  the  ocean. 

Mr.  S.  then  went  on  to  another  objection  urged 
by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Brbck,)  who  said  we  must 
wait  till  we  acquire  capital  and  skilL  These,  he 
contended,  were  in  existence,  and  it  was  the  ob- 
ject of  this  measure  to  put  them' in  motion.  Du- 
ring the  war  there  was  no  want  of  either  capital 
or  »ill.  Though  they-  were  put  down  at  present 
by  an  unwise  and  ruinous  policy,  y^  he  hoped,  by 
the  adoption  of  this  ineasure,  they  would  be  re- 
suscitated. If  his  colleague,  he  said,  wished  to 
create  capital  and  skill,,  the  only  way  to  arrive  at 
his  object  was  to  pass  this  bill.  He  would  wait 
forever,  if  he  withheld  protection  and  encovrage- 
ment,  which  was  the  breath  tbfit  gave  being,  lue, 
and  motion  to  industry,  capital,  and  skill,  in  every 
country  where,  they  were  seen  to  prosper,  (gen- 
tlemen might  ransack  all  history,  «ncient-%and 
modern,  and  they  could- not  find  a  single  instance 
to  the  contrary. 

The  gentleman  from  South-  Carolina,  (Mr.  Mc- 
DuFFiE,)  continued  Mr.  S.,  has  contended,  with: 
more  ingenuity  than  force,  that  the  country  could 
not  furnish  the  article  in  question,  and  that  the 
only  effect  would  be  to  increase  the  duty,  which 
operated  as  a  tax  upon  the  whole  community, 
without  benefiting  the. manufacturer — he  also  con- 
tended that  it.would  impair  the  revenue.  ^  Mr.  S. 
said  he  could  not  comprehend  how  the  tax  on  the 
imported  article  could  be  increased,  and  the  reve- 
nue diminished ;  both  positions,  he  contended,  could 
not  be  correct — the  duty  and  the  revenue  were  the 
same.  If  the  duty  was  increased  on  an  article 
imported,  the  revenue  must,  of  necesQity,  be  in- 
creased in  the  same  proportion.  But  it  appeared 
that  the  effect  of  a  measure  on  the  revenue,  did  not 
depend  on  the  nature  of  the  measure  itself,  but 
upon  the  source  from  which  it  originated.  A  bill 
was  reported  during  the  last  Congress^  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means^  in  which,  (ac- 
cording to  the  recommendation  or  the-Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.)  a  duty  of  $20  per  ton  was  proposed 
on  iron,  not  for  protection,  but  to  increase  the  rev- 
enue. Now,  when  the  same  duty  is  recommended 
by  the  Committee  of  Manufactures,  together  with 
fifty  or  sixty  other  items  of  that  revenue  bill,  at 
the  same  rate  of  duties,  we  are  told  it  will  ruin  the 
revenue.  So  that  the  same  duties,  when  proposed 
by  the  "Ways  and  .Means,"  will  improve  the  re- 
venue, which,  when  proposed  by  the  "  Manufac- 
tures," will  destroy  the  revenue,  and  lead  to  direct 
taxation.  Such  arguments  mi^ht  do  to  frighten 
and  alarm  the  people;  but,  for  his  part,  he  did  not 
believe  there  was  any  witchcraft  in  tne  word  "  man- 1 
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ufactures,"  which  could  thus  change  the  effect  and 
operation  of  this  measure.  He  had  no  doubt  but 
that  this  bill  would  greatly  promote  the  prosperity 
6f  the  farmers  and  manufacturers,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  add  several  millions  per  annum  to  the  reve- 
nue. The  true  plan  to  increase  the  revenue,  ac- 
cording to  his  judgment.  Mr.  S.  said,  was,  oy  a 
wise  policy,  to  increase  the  wealth  and  resources 
of  the  people  who  pay  it.  Cherish  and  sustain 
your  own  industry;  rely  upon  your  own  means; 
develope  and  bring  into  activity  your  own  vast  re- 
sources; keep  your  money  at  home;  boy  less  and 
sell  more;  in  short,  make  a  ri'ch  and  prosperous 
people,  and  you  will  make  a  rich  and  nourishing 
Treasury — depress  the  people,  and  the  revenue 
would'sink  with  them.  The  revenue 'derived  from 
imposts,  he  contended,  would  always  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  ability  oi  the  peojile  to  purchase  and 
consume  foreign  products ;  those  who  now  merely 
raised  bread  enough  to  live  upon,  would,  if  em- 
ployed in  manufactures,  be  able  to  consume  tea, 
coff<ge,  sugar,  and  other  articles,  which  paid  an 
enormous  revenue  to  the  public  Treasury. 

T6'  illustrate  this,  he  would,  with  the  permission 
of  the  House,  r^fer  to  a  few  facts  which  fell  within 
his  personi^l  Knowledge  and  observation.    In  .  the 
county  in  which  he  resided^  during  the  late  war, 
and  at  its  close,  there  were  in  successful  and  pros- 
peroua  operation  some  twenty  or  thirty  iron  works, 
of  different  kinds,  employing  perhaps  fifty  persons 
each,  anld, saving  to  the  nation  from*  ore' (which 
now  remains  buried  and  useless)  near^$500,000  a 
year.    Attached  to  many  of  these  works  wer^ 
found  itores  of  foreign  goods,  supplying  the  work- 
men and  others,  to  the  amount  of  say  92,000  per 
annum — mostly  groceries,  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  &c — 
of  which  nearly  one  half  of  jthe  whoL*  price  went 
into  the  public  Treasurv,  in  the  shape  of  duties. 
Since  the  restoration  ot  peace,  and  the  repeal  of 
the  protecting  duties  in  1816,  these  works,  be  satid, 
had  been  mostly  abandoned ;  their  owners  were 
ruined  and  insolvent;  the  miserable  hands  were 
turned  adrift  without  eniployment;  the  farmer, 
who  then  received  fVom  nfty  to  eiffhty  cents  per 
bushel  for  his  grain,  was  now  unable  to  get  half 
that  amount ;  the  Government  had  lost  the  thou-  * 
sands  of  revenue  derived  from  the  sale  and  con- 
sumption of  foreign-  goods;  and  commerce  and 
navigation  had  lost  the  profits  of  their  importation.  * 
The  nation  was  impoverished  by  the  annual  loss 
of  millions  of  money,  which  now  went  to  support 
and  enrich  the  farmers  and  manufacturers  of  Eng- 
land and  Russia,  instead  of  our  own,  who  were 
suffering  for  want  of  a  market.    Land,  and  its 
produce,  property  of  every  kind,  had  depreciated 
more  than   100  per  cent.,  producing'  the  most 
heart-rending  scenes  pf  distress,  embarrassment, 
sacrifice,  and  bankruptcy,  amodff  those  who  lately 
enjoyed  the  most  cheering. and  flattering  pros- 
pects.   Sir,  upon  what  principle  caii  such  policy 
as  this  be  justified  or  defended  ?    He  put  it  to 
honorable  gen>lemen  to  say,  whether  they  could 
look  on  such  a  scene  with  indifference ;  whether 
they  could  reconcile  it  to  their  consciences  to  give 
a  vote  which  would  withhold  protection  from 
their  suffering  fellow-citizens,  who  were  strug- 
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ffling  with  the  boors  of  Raroia  and  Sweden ?  He 
hop^  the  protection  wpuld  be  granted ;  if  not  for 
the  sake  oi  t^e  manufacturer,  he  asked  it  for  the 
sake -of  the  farmer;  for  the  sake  of  the  revenue; 
for  the  merchant;  for  the  nation.;  it  was  demand- 
ed by  every  thing  America/n-^hy  every  proud  and 
patriotic  feeling.  But,  sir,  even  if  it  would  di- 
minish the  revenue,  (which  he  by  no  means  ad- 
mitted,) and  created  a  necessity  for  an  excise,  still 
why  was  an  impost  preferable  to  an  excise  ?  They 
were  both  equally  a  tax  upon  the  people.  They 
were  paid  by  the  consumer.  The  only  difference 
was,  that  the  impost  was  paid  upon  the  consump- 
tion of  the  products  of  foreign  industry,  and  the 
exci^  was  paid  upon  our  own.  The  impost  was 
a  kind  of  financial  trick,  by  which  the  people  were 
compelled  to  pay  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of 
taxes  without  their  )£aowled^e;  it  was  taken  out 
of  their  pockets  without  their  observing  it,  while 
they  paid  the  excise- with  their  €yes  open ;  and 
they  would,  therefore,  look  to  its  appropriation 
ana  expenditure  by  those  who  represented  them. 
Thi9  would  check  extravagance  and  promote  econ- 
omy, which  was  the  life  and  soul  of  Republican 
Government.  Extravagance  and  prodigality  al- 
ways led  the  way  to  aristocracy,  when  the  few 
fed  and  fattened  on  the  hard  earnings  of  the 
many.  Besides,  he  contended  that  the  revenue 
derived irom  imjposts  was  precarious  and  uncer- 
tain. In  time  ot  war  it  failed,  when  it  was  most 
wanted ;  the  whole  price  of  the  article  consumed 
was  lost  to  the  nation,  and  went  to  support  the 
industry  of  foreign  countries,  to  the  destruction 
of  our  own.  It  was  a  most  miserable  policy,  wb icb 
sent  millions  out  of  the  country  to  purchase. what 
we  could  and  ought  to  produce  at  home,  for  the 
sake  of  obtaining  a  few  thousand  dollars  of  rev- 
enue upon  it.  wnich  was  ultimately  paid  by  the 
people.  In  toe  case  of  excise,  the  money  was  r^ 
tained  ^nd  kept  in  circulation  to  reward  our  own 
industry;  ana  $10,  which  changed  hands  once  a 
day,  was  better  than  $3,000,  which  changed  hands 
once  a  year. 

But;  sir,  we  are  told'  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virffinia  (Mr«  Ranoolph)  that  this 
duty  on  iron  will  oppress-  the  poor;  that  it  will 
tax  the  farmer,  who,  having  no  market  for  his 
corn,  cannot  buy  iron,  and  ''virill  be  compelled  to 
plough  hts  fields  with  a  crooked  stick.'*  .  Sir,  the 
object  of  this  bfll  is  to  gife  to  our  farmers  a  iSnar^ 
ket.  Iron  works  consumed  immense  quantities  of 
grain,  and  would  gladly  give  iron  in  payment ; 
whereas^  in  Europe,  they  refuse  our  grain,  and  re- 
quire cash.  He  could  safely  assert,  upon  the  best 
evidence,  that  there  were  single  manufactories  in 
the  United  States  which  consumed,  annaally, 
more  Of  our  grain  than  both  England  and  France 
pu^  together,  frobi  whoni  we  purchased  to  the 
amount  of  thirty  or  forty  millions  a  year.  He 
would  refer  the  honorable  ffentleman  to  the  far- 
mer himself:  ask  him  whether  the  erection  of 
manufacturing  establishments  in  his  neighborhood 
will  injure  his  farm  or  his  business ;  whether  it 
will  compel  him  to  ''plough  with  a  crooked 
stick  ?"  But,  says  the  eentleman,  it  will  oppress 
the  poor,  and  tax  all  classes.    Let  gentlemen,  be- 


fore they  pronounce  the  proposed  addition  of  ?7 
cents  a  hundred  on  iron  oppressive,  look  to  some 
of  the  existing  duties. 

By  the  existing  tarifi*,  which  is  too  sacred  to  be 
touched  or  altered^  you  impose  duties  varying 
from«50  to  180  per  cent,  on  tea,  coflfee,  sugar,  salt, 
dec,  articles  consumed  by  the  poor,  while  many 
of  the  most  refined  luxuries,  jew^ry,  dbc,  pay  bal 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent.    According  to  the  ex- 
isting duties,  the  poor  man  who  buys  fifty  dollan 
worth  of  sugar,  tea,  and  5alt,.a  year,  pays  twenty- 
five  dollars  of  taxes  into  the  Treasury ;  while  the 
rich  man,  who  buys  fifty  doHars  worth  of  jewelry, 
pays  but  three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents.   A 
more  iniquitous  system  of  taxation  never  existed 
in  any  country ;  yet  it  must  not  be  touched !   A 
duty  of  a  few  cents  on  iron,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
couraging the  manufacturer  at  home,  wa3  pro- 
nounced by  the  gentleman  fromr  South  Carolina 
(Mp.  McDdffib)  an  intolerable  tax ;  while  a  dutr 
of  on& hundred  and  twenty  per  cent,  on  tea,  which 
could  never  be  raised  here,  was  not  worth  the 
gentleman's  notice  at  all;  it  excited  no  Uneasiness 
whatever.    But  we  are  referred  by  gendemen  to 
the  remonstrances  from  our  Chflml^rs  of  Com- 
merce.   Sir,  and  who  compose  these  Chambers  of 
Commerce?    He  was  credibly  informed  that  a 
tnajority  of  them  were  composed  qf  British  mer- 
chants, and  persons  connected  with  'British  mer- 
chanls^nd  manufacturers.    No  wonder,  sir,  that 
they  complain  ;  that  th^  remonstrate  against  any 
alteration  of  a  system  of  poKcy  by  which  they 
have  been  enabled  to  grow  rich  at  our  expenne— 
which  has  rendered  this  nation  more  dependent 
and  more  completely  tributary  to  Great  Britain 
than  we  ware  when  colonies — a  «ystem  which 
favored  foreigners  and  destroyed  our  own  mer- 
chants, which  gave  thend  almost  the  entire  supply 
of  ouf  market.    It  was  a  fact,  of  universal  noto- 
riety, that  more  than  two^thirds  of  all  the  goods 
imported  from  Gr^t  Britain  were  imported  on 
account  of  British  nti^chants  and  British  manu- 
facturers, who,  if  let  alon^,  with  the  facility  of 
our  auctions,  and  the  benefit  of  our  system  of 
credits,  by  which  W€f  loaned  to  British  merchants, 
out  of  the  pockets  of  our  people,  more  than  fire 
millions  a  year,  without  ihterest,  they  would  soon 
succeed  in  driving  the  American  merchant  com- 
pletelyfrom  the  ocean.    No  wonder,  then,  that 
they  should  remonstrate  against  any  change  in 
such  an  admirable  system,  of  which  they  receire 
from  us  more  than  thirty-four  millions  a  yev* 
But  the  British  Minister,  it  is  said,  has  remon- 
strated with  the  Secretary  of  State  against  the 
increase  of  duty  on  iron  !    The  British  Minister 
has  remonstrated  I    And  are  we  so  hmnbled. 
Must  we  ask  the  British  Minister  whether  we  aaf 
employ  dur  own  people  to  make  our  own  iron. 
Sir,  does  Great  Britain  ask  lis  whether  she  inay 
exclude  our  produce  from  her  ports  ?    Soch  a 
suggestion  there  would  meet  with  merited  eofi- 
tempt.    These  remonstrances  against  the  measare 
were,  with  him,  Mr.  S.  said,  scTmany  argaments 
in  its  favor.    It  would  benefit  us  in  the  same  pro- 
portion that  it  would  injure  them ;  our  loss  was 
their  profit,  and  our  profit  would  be  their  loss. 
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The  honorable  gentlemaD  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Wbbster)  has  made  a  most  pathetic  appeal 
to  the  House  in  behalf  of  "  commerce  and  navi- 
gation," which  he  represented  as  struggling^  for 
its  existence,  scarcely  able  to  keep  its  head  above 
-vrater.    If  you  impose  this  duty  on  iron,  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  says,  you  throw  the  last  stone  to 
sink  the  ship.  -  What!    Q7  40  a  ton  On  iron,  ruin 
commerce  and  navigation !    An  interest  which 
had  experienced  more  favor  than  any  other  in  the 
nation — whieh  was  owned  and  directed  by  men 
of  great  wealth  and  capital,  ruin^  by  a  trifling 
duty  on  iron  I    It  was  impossible.    To  build  a  ship 
of  one  hundred  tons  burden,  only  four  tons  of  iron 
were  required,  upon  which  the  whole  increase 
of  duty  would  beonly  $29  60.    So  ihat  $29  60 
on  each  vessel  of  one  hundred  tons  burden,  was 
to  ''  sink  the  ship,"  ruin  commerce,  and  destroy 
the  navy.    He  had  a  better  opinion  of  our  com- 
merce and  oor  navv  than  to  suppose  they  were  to 
be  seriously  afiecteq  by  a  matter  of  this  kmd.  B.ut, 
sir,  with  what  propriety  can  commerce  complain, 
when  a  slight  protection  is  asked  by  the  manufac- 
turing inierests  of  the  country — foreign    com- 
merce, which  has  ever  been  thp  favorite  of  Gov- 
ernment ;  which  has  been  protected  at  the  expense 
of  erery  other  interest  in  it — not  only  by  fleets  and 
navies,  but  by  discriminating  duties,  equal  to  six 
or  seven  hundred  per  cent.    An  American  coasting' 
ve!<sel,  of  one  hundred  tons  burden,  for  instance, 
making  twelve  entries  la  year,  onlv  pays  six  dollars 
dollars  duty,  while  a  foreign  vessel  of  the  same  size, 
and  for  the  same  entries,  pays  six  hundred  dollars. 
An  American  vessel  or  three  hundred  tons,  en- 
gaged in  foreign  trade,  making  five  entries  per 
annum,  would  pay  only  ninety  dollars  duty,  while 
a  foreign  vessel,  under  like  circumstances,  must 
pay  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.    But,  sir, 
permit  me  to  remind  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webster)  of  some  of 
the  oth^r  burdens  ana  taxes  to  which  the  farmers 
and  manufacturers  of  this  country  are  subjected^ 
for  the  benefit  and  protection' of  ioreiffn  commerce. 
Sir,  for  what  was  the  late  war  declared  7    Was 
it  not,  emphatically,  for  the  protection  and  defence 
of  "  free' trade  and  sailors'  rights  V*    A  war  which 
had  involved  this  nation  in  a  debt  of  more  than 
a  hundred  millions  of  dollars ;  had  filled  this  land 
with  widows  and  with' orphans ;  a  war  in  which 
the  farmers  and  manufacturers  had  suffered  every 
privation ;  in  which  they  had  freelv  and  bravely 
fousht-and  bled  and  died,  for  the  defence  of  "  free 
trade''  against  foreign  aggression ;  and  now,  when 
they  ask  a  trifling  duty  to  protect  them  against  for- 
eign competition, e<]ually  destructive  to  them,  they 
are  gravely  told  that  it  cannot  be  afibrded,  lest  it 
may  injure  "  commerce  atid  navigation.''  But,  sir, 
this  is  not  all.    Are  w^  not  called  upon,  almost 
dail^,  in  this  House,  to  appropriate  millions  after 
millions  of  the  public  money  to  erect  lighthouses, 
buoys^  and  beacons,  along  the  coast,  for^the  pretec- 
tion  and  benefit  of  foreign  commerce;"  to  sup- 
port ministers,  consuls,  and  agents,  throughout  the 
civilized  world ;  for  the  regulation  ana  protec- 
tion of  our  "  foreii^n  commerce ;"  for  the  erection 
of  forts  and  fortifications,  for  the  defence  of  our 


harbors,  dock-yards,  and  commercial  cities ;  for 
the  support  and  maintenance  of  fleet^  and  public 
ships  to  guard  and  protect  our  foreign  commerce 
throughout  the  world ;  and  he  understood,  it  in 
some  instances  cost  the  Government  more  money 
to  protect  our  merchants,  especially  in  the  Baltic, 
than  the  whole  cotnmerce  was  worth.  Look,  sir, 
at  the  enormous  expense  of  sending  abroad  fleets  to 
distant  seas,  to  suppress  the  pirates  that  annoy  our 
foreign  commerce.  And  who  pays  these  immense 
expenditures  ?  Not  the  merchants,  but  the  farmers 
and  manufacturers  of  this  nation.  And  when 
they  J  the  farmers  and  manufacturers,  ask,  in  turn, 
that  their  interests  may  be  protected,  not  by  duties 
of  six  or  seven  hundred  per  cent. ;  not  by  war, 
nor  by  forts,  nor  lights,  nor  fleets,  nor  navies— not 
at  the  expense,  of  millions-  of  the  public  money, 
but  by  a,  mere  act  of  legi&'iation ;  what,  sir,  is  the 
reply  of  the  friends  and  champions  of  commerce 
and  navigation,  this  highly  favored  interest? 
They  gravely  tell  us,  thattre  don't  need  protection;^ 
they  cry  "Let  us  alone ;  yon  will  idjure  the  rev-' 
enue,  tax  commerce,  and  destroy  the  carrying 
trade."  Might  not  these  replies  be  retorted,  when  ' 
the  merchant;}  claim  protection  ?  Might  they  not 
be  told,  that  the  proiectibn  they  sought  wou(d  di- 
minish the  revenue,  tax  the  farmer  and  manufac- 
turer ?  .  Might  they  not,  moreover,  be  asked,  what 
great  and  signal  service  the  foreign  merchants  had 
rendered  this  country,  to  entitle  them  to  such  spe- 
cial favor  ?  Look  at  the  ruinous  balance  of  trade 
against  us.  But  he  would  not  recriminate.  He 
was  willing  to  extend  every  reasonable  aid  and. 
protection  to  commerce ;  but  he,  at  the  same  lime, 
thought  that  this  was  not  the  Only  interest  in  the 
country ;  he  thought  there  were  other  great  and 
important  interests  in  the  nation  entitled  to  favor. 
But  commerce  was  represented  as  being  on  the 
decline,  as  well  as  agriculture  and  manufactures. 
This  was,  he  con8idered,'a  matter  of  course.  Com- 
merce was  the  ofispripg  of  agriculture  and  man- 
ufactures. Where  there  was  neither  agriculture 
nor  manufactures,  there  could  be  no  commerce : 
they  must  rise  and.  fait  together.  The  only  legit- 
imate business  of  commerce  was  to  distribute  and  . 
exchange  the  surplus  productions  of  labor.  If  by 
a  wise  policy  you  restore  your  agriculture  and 
manufactures  to  their  former  prosperity,  commerce 
will  revive;  and  soon  again  will  it  be  seen  to 
spread  i^  white  bosom  .to  the  prosperous  breeze. 
But,  even  if  this  measure  should  have  the  efiectqf 
lessening  the  foreign  carrying  trade,  still  we  would 
be  more  than  compensated  by  the  increase  of  in- 
ternal commerce  and  the  coasting  trade.  But. 
would  it  be  seriously  contended  that  we  should 
import  what  we  do  not  want,  for  the  sake  of  em- 
ploying foreign  commerce  ?  Was  it  consistent 
with  sound  policy  to  import  our  iron  from  Russia, 
when  we  could  produce  it  at  home,  merely  to 
employ  commerce?  As  well  might  it  be  con- 
tended that  we  ought  to  export  our  flour  to  Eng- 
land, and  have  it  manufactured  into  bread,  and 
reimported,  to  keep  navigation  and  commerce 
employed  I  And  tnis  would  not  be  more  absurd 
and  ruinous  than  much  of  the  system  now  in 
operation  i 
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Mr.  S.  begged  leare  here  to  notice  another  argu-, 
ment  Whicn  had  been  urged,  not  onl^  against  the 
daty  now  under  consideration,  but  against  the  bill 
generally.  It  was  this:  that  the  proposed  meas- 
ure would  operate  injui^ously  on  the  farmers — 
that  it  was  "  ^xing  the  many  for  the  benefit  of 
the  few."  The  enect,  Mr.  S.  contended,  would 
be  directly  the  reverse — ^it  would  benefit  the  farm- 
ers much  more  than  the  manufacturers.  To  sim- 
plify his  views  on  this  point,  he  said,  he  would 
confine  them  to  a  single  county,  in  which  he  would 
suppose  there  to  be  at  present  a  single  manufac- 
turing establishment,  employing  100  hands,  con- 
suming $10,000  worth  of  grain  and  other  agri- 
cultural productions,  and  making  $20,000  worth 
of  the  nanufa.ctured  artfcle ;  and  then  suppose, 
that,  by  the  operation  of  this  measure,  there  should 
spriDg  up  in  this  country  ten  new  and  rival  estab- 
lishments, of  equal  extent, — you  thus  withdraw 
1,000  hands  from  agricultural  employment,  and 
make  them  consumers  instead  of  producers.  You 
give  the  farmers  an  increased  market,  to  the 
amount  of  $100,000;  and  you  save  $300,000  a 
year  in  one  county,  which  is  kept  in  profitable  cir- 
culation at  home,  giving  life  and  activity  to  every 
branch  of  industry,  instead  of  being  sent  to  sup- 
port the  industry  of  !England,  who,  by  her  exist- 
ing lawsj  will  not  sxifter  her  peoplie  to  consume  a 
pound  pi  our  flour,  even  if  it  were  ofiered  at  fifty 
cents  a  barrel?  This,  Mr.  S.  contended,  was  the 
plain  and  obvious  tendency  of  the  great  measure 
under  discussion.  And  which,  he  begged  leave 
to, ask,  was  the  most  benefited,  the  farmer  or  "the 
manufacturer?  Undoubtedly  the  farmer.  The  in- 
creased market,  and  increased  demand  for  his 
produce,  necessariljr  increased  the  price ;  while  the 
increased  competition  among  the  manufacturers, 
and  the  increased  quantity  of  th6  manufactured 
article  thrown  into  the  market,  as  inevitably  di- 
minished the  price ; — so  that  the  farmer  would  get 
more  for  his  grain,  and  give  less  for  his  manu- 
factured goods.  Yet,  with  these  plain  results  be- 
fore us,  it  was  still  gravely  urged  upon  the  House 
by  almost  everv  honorable  gentleman  who  had 
opposed  this  bill.  It  was  a  principal  ground  of 
opposition,  that  it  would  "  rum  the  farmers — tax 
the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few — create  mo- 
nopolies— enable  the  rich  manufacturer  to  extort 
from  the  people,"  &c. — while,  in  fact,  its  real  ten- 
dency and  enect  was,  he  contended,  precisely  the 
reverse. 

Bat,  Mr.  S.  said,  there  was  another  and  still 
stronger  view  of  this  subject,  in  relation  to  its  ef- 
fects upon  the  interest  of  the  farmejr  and  agricul- 
turist. It  was  a  fact,  however  strange  it  mijgrht 
appear,  susceptible  of  the  clearest  demonstration, 
that  this  nation,  almost  entirely  agricultural,  in- 
stead of  exporting,  actually  imported  agricultural 
labor  from  the  pbor  and  wretched  countries  of 
Europe  to  the  amount  of  twenty  or  thirty  millions 
a  year.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  it  was  im- 
ported in  its  rude  and  original  shape,  but  it  en- 
tered into  the  composition  of  manufactures,  and, 
thus  altered  and  modified,  was  imported  and  con- 
sumed among  us.  Sir,  of  what  is  your  imported 
cloth  composed  ?  your  imported  iron,  spirits',  nemp, 


linen — ^in  short,  almost  every  thing  ?  •  Count  the 
cost  of  the  raw  material,  the  wool,  hemp,  flax ; 
then  a^d  the  price  of  the  provisions,  the  bread, 
meaL  fuel,  d^.,  consumed  by  those  employed  La 
the  fabrication  of  the  manufactured  articles,  gnd 
you  will  find  that  one-half,  nay,  two  thirds  of  the 
» price  of  our  imported  goods  consisted  of  agricul- 
tural labor,  and  went  to  support  and  sustain  the 
farmers  of  (oKeign  countries,  of  England,  France, 
and  Russia ;'  while  our  6wn,  shut  out  from  Eo- 
rppe,  and  shamefully  abandoned  at  home,  were 
leu  without  a  market,  and  without  a  motive  to  in- 
dustry With  an  almost  unlimited  extent  of  fertile 
territory,  abounding  with  the  finest  soil  and  most 
delightful  pastures,  we  were  importing  even  ffnn 
from  foreign  countries  ih  the  shape  of  tallow  and 
Wool.  Last  year  we  had  imported  vast  quantities 
of  both  ;  four  million  pounds  of  tallow,  equal  to 
the  product  of  80,000  cattle.  And,  was  it  wiseia 
this  nation,  where  eighty-three  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  population  Were  employed  in  agriculture. 
to  ihiport  twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  dollars' 
worth  of  agricultural  produce  every  year,  in  the 
shape  of  manufactures  from  abroad,  and  most  of 
it  from  England,  whose  territory  was  not  much 
larger  than  some  of  our  States,  and  where  the 
proportion  of  agriculturists  was  not  equal  to  one- 
third  of  her  population  ?  The  immense  sam^ 
thus  sent  to  Europe,  he  argued,  were  tDone  than 
thrown  away,  lor  the  amount  was  not  onlv  lo9t  to 
the  country,  but  it  introduced  the  labor  and  indus- 
try of  other  countries  to  paralyze  and  destroy  our 
own.  He  coin  pared  it  to  the  iponej  expended  hy 
an  individual  in  the  purchase  of  spirituous  liquor, 
ot  other  deleterious  dru^s,  the  use  of  which  im- 
paired the  health  ^nd  ruined  the  constitution ;  in 
both  cases,  the  loss  of  money  was  the  smallest 
part  of  the  evil.  These  being  the  efiects  of  the 
present  system  on  the  farmers,  any  change  would 
'  be  to  them  desirable — it  might  be  for  the  belter,  it 
could  not  be  for  the  worse. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachasetts 
(Mr.  Webster)  has  been  pleased  to  denounce  the 
restrictive  policy  as  unwise  and  injudicious.   He, 
Mr.  S.,  would  respectfully  a&k  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman to  poiiit  to  the  country  which,  negleciipg 
the  protection  and  encouragement  of  its  own  io- 
dustrv,  and  depending  on  foreign  labor  and  skill 
for  tne  supply  of  its  wants,  was  not  ultimately 
ruined  ?    Hutory  jfitmishes^  he  toid,  no  ndi  ^ 
stance.    Look  at  miserable  Poland,  Italy,  and  Por- 
tugal, adopting  the  free  trade  policv.    Look  at 
wretched  Ireland,  dependant  on  England.    Look 
at  the  once  flourishing,  but  now  degraded  Hol- 
land, sinking,  like  ourselves,  under  the  deleterious 
influence  of  the  free  trade  system.    He.  also  re- 
ferred to  the  once  powerful  and  proud,  but  now 
poor  and  prostrate  Spain.   She,  when  self-dcpeod- 
ent,  relying  on  her  own  internal  energies  and  k- 
sources,  was  feared  and  respected  by  the  most 
powerful  nations  on  the  Continent;  but  since, Jjw 
09,  she  has  opeqed  her  ports  to  foreign  n8rtions,anji 
become  dependent  on  foreign  labor,  foreign  capuaij 
foreign  industry,  and  skill,  for  the  supply  olh« 
wants,  all  the  wealth  of  her  South  A{?^"^u 
provinces,  the  rich  mines  of  Peru  and  Chmj  coma 
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not  save  her ;  she  soon  sunk  under  the  withering 
inflaence  of  this  wretched  and  ruinous  system,  to 
tier  present  abject  and  degraded  condition.  And, 
were  it  not  for  the  cheapness  of  our  GoTermnent, 
the  freedom  of  our  institutions,  the  wars  in  Eu- 
rope, which  gave  us  a  market,  and  the  great  and 
unparalleled  advantages,  natural  and  political, 
that  we  enjoy,  this  country,  too,  would  have  long 
^ince^unk  uuderour  present  unnatural, an ti-Amer*^ 
ican,  and  destructive  system  of  policy.  But,  sir, 
look,  for  a  moment^  on  the-  other  hand,  to  the  con- 
dition of  those  nations  with  inf(^rior  advantages, 
protecting  by  high  duties  and  prohibitory  laws 
their  own  people,  and  their  own  industry,  against 
4he  injurious  effects  of  foreign  competition.  Look 
at  France,  rapidly  rising,  like  the  Phcenix,  from 
the  ashes  of  a  wasting  and  desolating  war  of 
thirty  years ;  her  finances  prosperous ;  her  reve- 
tiue  ample;  every  branch  of  industry  protected, 

{prosperous,  and  successful f  excluding  even  Eng- 
and,  who  had  so  recently  placed  the  Bourbons  on 
the  throne.^  Look  at  aU-powerful  Russia,  guard- 
ing herself  against  foreign  competition  by  a  per- 
fect system  of  prohibitions,  selling  us  ii^on,  dec,  to 
the  amount  of  between  two  and  three  millions  a 
year,  and  taking  in  return  less  than  a  fortieth  part 
in  the  produce  of  our  soil,  and  the  balance  in  dash. 
It  is  true,  sir,  that,  in  1820,  Russia  determined  to 
try  our  system  of  free  trade,  of  "  buying  where 
she-  could  buy  cheapest."  But  mark  the  conse- 
quence. She  soon  round  herself  on  the  brink  of 
ruin,  and  quickly  retraced  her  steps.  In  less  than 
two  years,  the  Russian  Minister,  Count  Nessel- 
Tode,  declares,  in  hisofficlal  report,  that  this  poliey^ 
compelled  Russia  to  pay  a  "rutnov^^n&i^e"  to  Eng- 
land, France,  Prussia,  and  Austria,  ^^  who  remained 
JdUh/rU  to  their prohibUorp  e^yetemsJ*^  '^ Agriculture," 
he  says,  ^'  without  a  market,  industry  without  pro- 
tection) languish  and  decline ;  specie  is  exported, 
and  the  most  solid  commercial  houses  are  shaken," 
dbc.  Accordingly,  m  1822,  Russia  re-enacted  her 
tariff;  not  like  ours,  proposing  mere  revenue  du- 
ties, bat  one  which  contained  no  less  than  340 
prohibitions,  and,  in  January  last,  a  few  months 
since^  this  Russian  tariff  underwent  a  ^'judicious 
revision,"  by  whi6h  the  number  of  prohibitions  was 
eready  increased.  And  finally,  look,  sir,  at  Great 
Britain,  the  most  illustrious  instance  that  the 
world  had  ever  fbrnished  of  the  complete  triumph 
of  th6  protecting  policy.  But  we  are  told  that 
England  prosjiers  in  spite  of  this  system.  As  well 
might  it  be  said,  that  men  live  in  spite  of  the  bread 
thev  eat ;  that  the  grass  srows  in  spite  of  the  rain 
and  sunshine;  or  that  the  globe  we  inhabit  per- 
forms its  splendid  course  in  spite  of  the  agency  of 
that  Being  ^^who  rides  on  the  whirlwind  and  di- 
rects the  storm."  Sir,  Enj;land  extends  ample 
protection  to  every  branch  of  her  industry — agri- 
culture, manufactures,  and  commerce.  England 
is  dependent  on  England  alone;  she  buys  nothing 
tha^  she  can  produce,  and  produces  every  thing 
that  can  be  bought,  py  the  use  of  labor-saving 
machinery,  England,  with  a  population  of  fourteen 
millions^  wields  a  manufacturing  force  equal  to 
220  millions  of  hands;  one  boy,  in  an  English 
iaetory,  will  produce  as  much  as  will  putcliase  the 


produce  of  fiAy  American  farmers ;  one  pound  of 
cotton  is  so  manufactured  as  to  purchase  2,000 
pounds ;  thus,  ten  cents  is  made  equal  to  9200,  by 
the  addition  of  labor,  principally  of  machinery. 
Her  cotton  manufactures,  alone,  are  estimated  at 
224  millions,  while  the  raw  material  costs  less 
than-  25 ;  her  agricultural  produce,  upon  a  terri- 
tory comparatively  limited,  and  of  inferior  soil,  is 
estimated  at  $487,000,000  a  year,  while  our  whole 
agricultural  exports,  exclusive  of  cotton  and  to- 
bacco, is  less  than  $12,000,000 — not  equal  to  the 
support  of  250,000  manufacturers,  at  $50  a  head. 
Sir,  what  is  it  that  enables  Great  Bcitain  to  lay 
the  world  under  contribution?  What  enabled  her 
to  subsidize  all  Europe;  to  supt)ort  an  army  of 
400,000 ;  to  sustain,  for  nearly  thirt)  years,  an  ex- 
hausting, t>Ioody.  and  desolating  war,  with  the 
colossal  power  ot  France,  and  finally  enabled  her 
to  triumph  on  the  ever^memorable  field  of  Water- 
loo? Wfis  it  not  (he  wealth  derived  from  her 
mani!ifactures?  What  was  it,  be  asked,  that  ena- 
bled her,  durine  that  period,  to  raise  7,038  millions 
of  dollars,  4,653  millions  by  taxes,  and  2,070  mil- 
lions by  loans,  whilst  her  people,  notwithstanding 
these  tremendous  burdens,  enjoyed  an  unusual  de- 
cree of  prosperity?  Was  it  not  attributable  to 
her  flourishing  manufactures?  And  how  was  it 
that  now.  in  time  of  peace,  she  could  raise,  and 
her  people  could  pay  with  ease,  and  without  a 
murmur,  252  millions  of  revenue  per  annum ;  119 
millions  of  which  arose  from  the  excise  on  twenty- 
five  articles  of  manufacture  while  it  would  con- 
vulse this  nation  to  its  centre  to  raise,  in  the  same 
way,  one-twentieth  part  of  the  amount?  Sir,  were 
we  not  ruined  in  bur  resources,  and  prostrate  in 
our  power,  by  a  petty  war  of  two  and  a  half  years' 
duration?  The  revenue  paid  by  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  in  one  year,  was  equal  to  half  the 
whole  amount  of  the  expenditures  of  this  Govern- 
ment fbr  thirty  years.  Since  the  late  war  she  liad 
reduced. her  taxes  twenty-eight  millions  a  year ; 
and,  after  defraying  her  enormous  expenditures, 
and  paying  135  milliops,  the  annual  interest  of  her 
national  debt,  she  had  left  an  efficient  annual  sink- 
ing fund  of  twenty-two  millions  and  a  half.  And 
whence  did  she'  derive  these  immense  resources? 
Trace  them  to  their  origin,  and  you  will  find  it  4o 
result  from  the  protection  and  encouragement  af- 
forded to  her  national  industry,  to  her  manufac- 
tures; which,  at  the  same  time,  afforded  a  market 
for  her  farmers,  and  employment  for  her  com- 
merce. In  Great  Britain,  without  manufactures, 
neither  agriculture  nor  commerce  could  be  sus- 
tained ;  they  were  to  them  the  breath  of  life — the 
daily  bread  they  fed  upon.  The  opposition  to  this 
measure,  Mr.  S.  said,  sprung  from  two.  sources: 
The  commercial  interest  on  the  seaboard,  and  the 
cotton  and  tobacco  planting  interest  in  the  South; 
the  first  from  an  unrounded^  though  sincere  appre- 
hension, that  it  would  diminish  the  business  and 
increase  the  burdens  of  commerce  and  navigation; 
the  second  from  an  apprehensiod,  no  doubt  equally 
sincere,  but  equally  unfounded,  that,  if  we  cease 
to  purchase  from  Europe  what  we  can  and  ought 
to  make  for  ourselves,  Europe  will  cease  to  pur- 
cha3e  their  cotton  and  tobacco,  which  now  con- 
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stituted  three-fourths  of  the  whole  agricultural 
exports  of  this  Union.  These  two  powerful  in- 
terests had  hitherto  governed  this  nation,  and  dic- 
tated its  policy.  The  interior,  and  the  West,  until 
lately,  constituting  but  a  small  part  of  the  great 
concern,  of  course  had  to  submit;  but,  having  now 
arrived  at  the  age  of  discretion,  they  claimed  a 
right  to  participate  in  the  administration  of  the 
Government.  They  were  opposed  to  the  present 
ruinous  system  of  policy,  which  was  predicated 
on  a  state  of  war  in  Europe.  While  all  Europe 
was  in  ^rms— when  Kings,  abandopine  all  other 
pursuits,  were  contending  in  fields  of  blood  for 
kingdoms,  crowns,  and  diadeors,  the  United  States, 
enjoying  an  unboupded  market,  grew  rich  at  their 
expense.  But  Europe  had  changpi^  in  her  condi- 
tion ;  instead  of  universal  war,  there  is  now  uni- 
versal peace ;  millions  of  men  had  excb^tiged  the 
sword  for  the  plough ;  had  quit  war  and  went  to 
work  'y  instead  of  consumers  they  bad  become  pro- 
ducers; instead  of  customers  had  becohie  rivals; 
an^  our  produce  was  not  only  excluded  from  Eu- 
rope, but  the  rival  commodities  bad,  in  many  in- 
stances, follovfed  us  to  our  own  shores.  During 
the  last  year  even  wheat,  potatoes,  oats,  d^c,  had 
been  imported  in  considerable  quantities ;  and  it 
h^d  become*necessary  to  protect  ourselves,  by  du- 
ties, against  thes^  importations^  and  even  this 
(the  proposed  dutv  of  twenty-five  cents  on  wheat) 
had  been  opposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Weqbter,)  on  the  ground 
that  the  importation  of  foreign  wheat  gave  addi- 
tional employment  to  our  mills,  and  increased  the 
business  on  our  canals.  Our  own  iron  ^orks  were 
also  to  be  abandoned,  to  import  our  iron  from  Rus- 
sia, for  the  sake  of  employing  our  '^  comnxerce-and 
■navigation  !"  This,  he  said,  appeared  to  him  to 
be  about,  as  wise  as  it  would  be  in  a  Pennsylvania 
farmer,  who,  having  a  mill  on  his  own  farm,  yet 
carried  his  grain  a  hundred  miles  into  Virginia 
to  have  it  ground,  for  the  sake  of  employing  bis 
wagon  and  horses !  Would  it  not  be  better  for 
the  farmer  to  sell  his  wagon,  or  employ  it  in  some 
other  way  ?  And  so  he  would  say  to  the  mer- 
chant. 

But,  sir,  look  at  the  effects  of  this  policy — this 
system  of  free  trade — *'  buying  where  we  can  buy 
cneapest."  Look  to  what  it  has  brought  this 
once  happy  and  prosperous  land.  With  a  Gov- 
ernment the 'cheapest,  the  freest,  and  the  best  upon 
earthy  with  a  country  possessing  every  advantage 
of  climate,  situation,  and  soil;  yet  filled  with, 
monuments  of  misery  and  wretchedness,  of  gen- 
eral embarrassment,  and  bankruptcy,  and  ruin. 
Peace  brought  no  relief  to  the  farmer — none  to 
the  manufacturer ;  to  them  it  brought  no  bless- 
ings ;  to  the  country  at  large  it  presented  a  cheer- 
less prospect — of  agriculture  depressed,  manufac- 
tures ruined,  and  the  energies  of  the  nation  re- 
laxed, broken,  and  prostrate.  And  even  commerce, 
we  are  told  by  the  honorable  gentlemau  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  Webster,  though  he  contends 
that  the  country  was  never  in  a  more  prosperous 
condition,)  is  "  scarcely  able  to  keep  its  head  above 
water."  Sir,  all  the  great  interests  of  the  country 
are  at  the  lowest  point  of  depression ;  they  are 


struggling  for  life — sinking  with  agricaUore,  the 
basis  and  foundation  of  ail,  into  a  common  grave. 
Aiid  why  was  this  land  of  freedom,  this  home  of 
liberty,  thus  clouded  and  o'ercast  with  this  dark 
^loom  and  despondence,  without  a  ray  of  hope  to 
lighten  or  to  cheer  the  long  vista  of  futurity? 
There' was  no  war,  no  famine,  no  plague,  do  taxes 
in  the  land.  Could  the  cause  then  m  doubtful  ? 
Did  it  not  evidently  result  from  our  present  min- 
ous  system  of  policy  ?  Was  it  not  because  the 
national  industry  was  unprotected.? — because  we 
looked  to  Europe,  instead  of  our  own  people,  our 
own  resources,  for  |he  supply  of  our  wants? — be- 
cause we  buy  from  abroad  almost  everv^tbin^  we 
eat,  and  drink,  and  wear?  Look  at  tne  national 
currency,  reduced,  says  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  three  years,  from  110  to  45  millions 
of  dollars — all  gone,  together  with  the  eirideoces 
of  the  public  debt,  ffovernment,  canal,  and  bank 
stocks,  to  pay  part  oithe  debt  due  to  foreign  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers,  to  whom  it  was  esti- 
mated that  we  were  still  in  debt.  92  millions  of 
dollars ;  more  than  double  the  whole  currency  of 
the  country.  Our  imports  increased,  and  our  ex- 
ports diminished.  In  1815  and  18J16,  our  Imports 
amounted  to  the  enormous  sum  of  244  millions, 
and  our  exports  to  only  134  millions.  Property 
of  almost  every  kind,  and  in  almost  every  part  of 
the  country,  with  which  he  was  acquainted,  de- 
preciated more  than  100  per  eetit.;  the  migration 
of  foreign  skill  and  capital  into  the  country 
checked ;  eight  millions  of  dollars  of  revenue  lost 
by  the  surrender  of  public  lands ;  sales  stopped, 
and  the  price  reduced  to  $1  25;  the  manutactu- 
ring  establishments,  erected  tbroughout«the  coun- 
try during  the  war,  abandoned  and  dilapidating; 
insolvencies,  sales,  and  sacrifices,  had  become 
common  and  familiar  matters  of  every  dayS  oc- 
currence ;  while  all  the  efforts  of  State  legislation 
to  adininidter  relief  bad  proved  unavailing ;  the 
disease  was  beyond  their  reach ;  it  wns  national, 
and  required  a  national  remedy.  That  remedy, 
he  said,  was  contained  in  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation, and  he  hoped  to  see  it  speedily  and  success- 
fully applied.  It  was  true  it  had  been  ealled  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Garnjbtt)  a 
*'  bitter  pill ;"  he  believed,  however,  that  the  best 
ipedicines  were  not  always  the  most  pleasant; 
and  it  was  certainly  better  to  take  even  a  "bitter 
pill,"  than  perish.  But.it  certainly  could  not, 
with  propriety,  be  pronounced  bitter,  since  the 
honorable  Speaker  had  just  thrown  in  such  a 
vast  quantity  of  molasses. 

The  strong  ground,  however,  on  which  this 
measure  was  met  and  opposed  was,  that  it  would 
operate  injuriously  on  the  interests  of  the  sugar, 
cotton,  and  tobacco  planters  of  .the  South  ;  that 
it  would  increase  the  price  of  the^  coarse  fabrics 
with  which  they  clothe  their  slaves,  dbc.  This 
argument  takes  for  granted  the  fact  in  contro- 
versy ;  a  fact  which  he  could  not  admit,  viz.,  that 
this  measure  would  enhance  the  price  of  the  arti- 
cle manufactured.  This  he  denied ;  and  insisted 
that  New  England  could,  and  would,  manufac- 
ture the  raw  materials  of  our  own  country  cheaper 
than  it. could  be  done  in  £urop%  after  being  trans-. 
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ported  3,000  miles,  and  encountering  all  the  ex- 
penses of  shippin|f  and  leshipping,  excises,  im- 
posts, dbc.,  to  which  it  waa.suoiected.    When  it 
was  proposed  to  increase  the  duty  upon  coarse 
cottons,  this  same  objection,  that  it  was  "  taxing 
the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few,"  was  echoed 
in  newspapers,  speeches,  and  memorials,  from 
Maine  to  Ueorgia.  -  The  duty  was  nevertheless 
imposed  ^  and  what  has  been  the  result  ?    Coarse 
cottons,  of  superior  quality,  are  now  manufactured 
in  this  country*  for  one-half  the  price  formerly 
paid  to  Great  Britain ;  and  now,  instead  of  im- 
porting, we  exported,  last  year,  to  the  amount  of 
9545,^0  worth  to  foreign  countries,  after  sup- 
plying the  home  consumption,  amounting  to  many 
millions ;  which  was  saved  and  distributed  among 
our  own  farmers  and  cotton  ^rowers,  instead  of 
going  to  Europe  to  reward  forden  industry  in- 
stead of  our  own.    The  same  result  had  attended 
everything  that  had  received  adequate  protec- 
tion— leader,  nails,  wood,  umbrellas,  shoes,  boots, 
hats,  &.C. ;  and,  ffom  estimates  made,  it  appeared 
that  we  saved  by  the  manufacture  of  shoes,  boots, 
and  hats,  alone,  upwards  of  $34,000,000  per  an- 
num,   lie  therefore  felt  warranted,  by  uniform 
experience,  ia  the  opinion,  that  the  articles  pro- 
posed to  be  protected  by  this  bill — cotton,  iron, 
coarse  woollens,  hemp,  dtc.,  would   uUimately, 
and  at  no  tlistant  period,^  be  furnished  cheaper  of 
American^  than  foreign  nmaufacture.    If  there 
was  any  certainty  in  the  laws  of  cause  and  effecl, 
this  result  was  inevitable.    But  the  establishment 

• 

of  manufactories  of  cotton,  ^c,  would  not  only 
afford  a  market  for  grain  and  other  provisions, 
but  ali:o  for  the  Cotton  of  the  South  ^  for  the  time 
might  come,  and  was  perhaps  not  distant,  when 
the  planter  of  the  South  might  share  the  fate  of 
thelarmers'of  the  Western  and  Middle  States. 
They,  too,  might  be  deprived  of ''their  European 
market,  which  might  be  intec(^|^d  and  .cut  off, 
not  only  by  war,  and  the  many  other  vicissitudes 
that  interrupt  the  intercourse  between  nations,  but 
it  was  a  fact  of  serious  import  to  the  Southj  that 
tbe  culture  of  cotton  was  rapidiv  extending  itself, 
not  only  in  the  British  islands,  but  also  in  Egypt 
and  South  America.  Since  1818,  the  price  had 
fallen,  as  appeared  by  the  English  prices  current, 
from  28  to  7  cents  a  pound ;  our  flour  had  also, 
owing  to  the  glut  of  the  market,  fallen  from  $8  ana 
$10  a  barrel,  to  $4  50 ;  and  tobacco  from  $185 
to  $75  per  hogshead. - 

These  were  some  of  the  effects  of  a  general 
peace  in  Europe,  and  they  furnished  powerful  ar- 
gninents  in  favor  of  the  abandonment  of  a  policy 
sabject  to  suc)\  ruinons  vicissitudes ;  and  pomtiog 
out  the  necessity  of  adopting  a  permanent  system 
of  American  policy,  which  should  extend  protec- 
tion and.  encouragement  to  American  industry, 
and  look  to  American  means  for  the  supply  of 
American  wants ;  and  if  there  was  an)r  nation 
under  the  sun  capable  of  supplying  all  4t8  own 
wantS|  he  contended  it  was  this.  It  was  as  incon- 
sistent, he  said,  with  our  interest,  as  it  was  incom- 
patible with  our  honor  and  independence,  to  look 
to  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe^the  Holy  Alli- 
ance, for  either  the  means  of  national  defence  or 


national  subsistence;  our  fathers  had  achieved 
their  inldependence  in  vain,  if  it  was  thus  to  be 
compromised  and  "sold  for  a  mess  of  pottage." 
What  did  we  hot  suffer,  during  the  late,  war,  for 
want  of  necessary  supplies?  It  cost  you  at  least 
one  hundred  per  cent,  more  te  clothe  a  soldier 
than  it  does  at  present.  And  the  humiliating  spec- 
tacle was  presented  to  the.  world,  of  an  American 
Minister  applying  to  Congress  to  s\ispend  the  noa- 
intercours^,  to  enable  us  to  get  from  our  enemies 
blankets,  to  fulfil  our  treaty  stipulations  with  the 
Indians  I  This  stkte  of  things  soon  forced  into 
existence  every  variety  of  manufactures.  Millions 
of  capital  was  promptly  invested,  which  relieved 
the  nation.  But,  as  soon  as  peace  was  restored. 
Congress,  by  an  act  of  the  mps|  flagrant  injustice, 
instead  of  extending  protection  to  those  who  re- 
lieved them  in  the  hour  of  need,  repealed  the  du- 
ti^,  and  enabled  the  enemy  to  crash  them  at  once, 
by  throwing  into  our  market  a  supply  of  goods 
equal  to  two  years'  consumption ;  the  customs  that 
year  (1816)  amounted  to  thirty-six  millions,  where- 
as, in  1820,  Xfour  years  afterwards,)  they  amount* 
ed  to  but  twelve  millions.  In  1815  and  1816,  our 
imports,  he  repeated,  amounted  to  244  millions, 
and  our  exports  to  only  134.  Great  Britain  thus, 
by  a  single  blow,  did  more  to  prostrate  and  destroy 
American  wealth,  independence,  and  power,  than 
they 'could  have  effected*  by  a  ten  years'  war.  We 
were  thus  at  once  reduced  to  our  former  depend- 
ent) colonial,  and  tributary  condition.  But  he 
hoped  the  period  had  now  arrived  when  these 
shackles,  forged  and  riveted  by  foreign  hands,  were 
to  be  broken  asunder ;  when  this  nation,  taking  9u 
high,  a  dienified,  and  independent  stand,  summon- 
ing forth  her  own  boundless  resources,  should  tell 
the  kings  of  Europe  that  she  would  no  loiiger 
"  pay  tnem  tribute."  When  the  South  and  the 
West  would  look  to  Netc  Engh/nd^  instead  of  Old 
Efiffkmd,  for  a  market  and  supply  for  an  exchange 
of  equivalents,  thus  strengthening  the  bonds  that 
unite  us,  by  tbe  strong  ties  of  interest  and  inter- 
course.    .  '         * 

And,  in  conclusion,  be  would  beg  leave  to  ap- 
peal to  the  liberality,  the  magnanimity,  to  the  pat- 
riotism of  the  enlightened  Representatives  of  the 
South,  who,  under  an  ample  protection,  were 
basking  in  the  sunshine  of  prosperity;  and  he 
would  ask  them,  in  a  spirit  of  frankness  and  con^- 
ciliation,  whether  they  could  reconcile  it  to  their 
consciences  to  withhold  the  trifling  protection  of- 
fered in  this  bill  to  the  suffering  farm^s  and  maa- 
ufacturers  of  the  interior  and  the  West?*  He 
would  appeal  to  ihe  distinguished  Representa- 
tives of  tne  sugar  planters  of  Louisiana,  who,  with 
a  protecting  duty  of  three  cents  a  pound  on  sugar, 
were  rapidly  acquiring  unbounded  weakh  and 
princely  fortunes.  He  would  also  appeal,  with 
the  same  friendly  feelings,  to  the  liberality,  nay, 
be  would  say  to  the  justice  of  the  gentlemen  from 
the  North,  who  so  ably  represented,  upon  this 
floor,  the  interests  of  "commerce  and  navigation,'' 
the  favored  few,  and  he  would  ask  them  whether, 
while  they  were  protected  and  defended,  not  mere- 
ly by  enormous  discriminating  duties,  out  also  at 
the, expense  of  millions  of  the  public  treasure — at 
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the  expense  of  the  best  and  richest  blood  of  this 
country — they  would  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  calls 
•of  the  farmers  and  manufacturers,  the  great  mass 
of  the  community,  for  protection,  not  by  the  sword 
or  the  purse  of  the  nation,  but  by  a  simple  act  of 
legislation — by  the  passage  of  this  bill.  Sir,  said 
Mr.  S.,  I  hope  and  trust  the  protection  they  ask 
will  be  granted,  and  granted  by  the  votes  of  some 
of  the  gentlemen,  at  least,  to  whose  liberality,  to 
whose  justice,  to  whose  patriotism,  he  had  ap- 
pealed. He  hoped  the  present  destructive  system 
of  policy  would  now  be  abandoned ;  and.  upon  its 
ruins,  there  would  arise  a  system  of  American 
policy,  protecting  and  cherishing  American  in- 
dustry ;  9  policy  which,  in  his  conscience,  he  be- 
li^vea  would  alone  save  this  nation  from  ultimate 
bankruptcy,  and  raise  it  to  that  proud  pre-emi- 
nence among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  to  which 
the  distinguished  advantages  derived  not  only  from 
the  valor  of  our  forefathers,  but  from  nature,  and 
from  nature's  God,  give  us  a  just  right  to  aspire. 

When  Mr.  Stewart  had  concluded — 
The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  at  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  before  four  o'clock,  when  the 
House  agreed  to  the  reduction— ^yes  120,  nays  85, 
as  follows : 

Yj&as — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer^  Baylies, 
Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J«  8.  Barboor, 
Bartlett,  Bassett,  Breck,  Brent,  Buck,  Buckner,  Bur- 
leigh, Burton,  Cady,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South 
Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,- Conner, 
Cjrowntn shield,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Day, 
Burfee,  Dwinell,  Dwigbt,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Footo  of 
New  York,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Oarnett,  GatHn, 
Gist,  Govan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hay  ward,  Her- 
lick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Jenkins,  Kent,  Kid- 
der, Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Lettwicb,  Lincolif, 
Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston,  Locke,  Long,  Long- 
fellow, McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee,  McKira»  Mangum, 
Matson,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of  ManrJand,  Moore  of  Ala- 
bama, Neate,  Nelsoii,  Newton,  OBrien,  Owen,  Plumer 
of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Prince,  Randolph,  Ran- 
Jun,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Saunders,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith,  iSpaight,  Spence, 
A.  Stevenson,  J. Stevenson,  Stoddard,  Taliaferro,  Tatt- 
nall, Ten  £y ck,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Thompson  of 
Kentucky,  Tomlinson,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Vance  of  Norti^  Carolina,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Warfield,  Webster,  Whipple,  WtckliiTe, 
MTilliamr  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Wil- 
liams  of  North  Carolina)  Wilson  of  South  Carolina, 
and  Wilton  of  Ohio. 

Nais — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee^ 
Allison,  Bsrtley,  Beecher,  Blair,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Collins,  Con- 
diet.  Cook,  Crafts,  Ci^aig,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gaslay, 
Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hoi* 
oombe,  Houston,  Isacks,  Johnson  of  Virginia,' J.  T. 
Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kremer,  Letcher,  .Livermore, 
McArthur,  McKean,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean 
of  Ohio,  MaUary^  Markley,  Marttndale,  Marvin,  Mat- 
lack,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore 
of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Pat- 
terson of  Ohio,  Piumer  of  Pennsylvania,   Richards, 


Rich,  Rogers,  Ross,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloane, 
Standefer,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor, 
Test,  Tod,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van 
Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White, 
James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wood,  Woods,  and 
Wright. 

« 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  then  made,  and  car- 
ried— Ayes  102,  noes  9a 
So  the  House  adjourned.  * 


Saturoat,  April  10. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owei*,  the  Committee  on 
Comtn^rce  were  instructed  to  inqoire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  provision  by  law  for,  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  naval  oflficer  and  surveyor  of  the 
port  of  Mobile ;  and  to  make  such  other  provisions 
relative  to  said  port  as  may  aid  commerce  and 
secure  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Whittlebet  laid  the  following  resolutions 
on  the  table  for  consideration  on  Monday,  viz : 

1.  Resolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navj  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  H6as^  the  number  of  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  of  the  marine  corps  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  where  stationed 
or  performing  doty. 

2.  >  Rewlved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  House  the  amount  paid  the 
lieutenant-  colonel  of  the  marine  corps,  the  past  year, 
fbr  his  monthly  pay  and  emoluments  of  office. 

Mr.  WicKLiFPE  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  AlSairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  allowing 
to  the  beirs  of  Aaron  Huff,  late  a  private  in  tike  Uni- 
ted States  Army,  the  privilege  of  commuting  the 
bounty  lands  for  money,  according  to  thp  provisions 
of  the  act  of  Congress  heretofore  in  force. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and,  on  the  question 
being  put,  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  Mr*  Warfielo  on  the  6th  instant; 
and  the  same  being  modified,  was  agreed  to,  as 
follows : 

Reeoked,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  caase  to  be  submitted  to  this  House  a 
statement  of  the  several  purchases  of  real  estate  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States  within  the  territorial^ lim- 
iU  of  any  State,  since  the  %th  day  of  July,  1776,  for 
public  purposes,  in  pursuance  of  any  act  of  CoDgress, 
or  by  any  department  or  officer  .of  the  General  uov. 
emment,  denoting  in  each  case  the  particular  author- 
ity under  which'  each  purchase  was  made ;  its  date, 
and  the  end  or  usb  for  which  it  was  effected ;  the 
nature  of  the  estate  thereby  acquired  ;  and  the  person 
or  persons  by  whom  and  to  whom  such  estate  wss 
conveyed ;  together  with'  the  fkct  whether  such  pur- 
chase was  or  was  not  accompanied  with  the  express 
consent  of  the  State  of  whose  terriiery  such  real  eetate 
constituted  a  part;  and  in  the  former  ease  whether 
any,  and  if  any  what,  special  jurisdiction  accompanied 
the  cession  or  conveyance. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  dent ;"  ia  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  resolatioa  sub- 


2289 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBSS. 


2200 


April,  1824. 


The  TaHf  BUI. 


H.  OP  R. 


mitted  by  him  some  days  since,  to  reduce  the  per 
diem  compensatton  of  members  of  Congress  to 
six  dollars,  should  now  betaken  into  cousideratioQ. 

The  questioQ  being  put,  the  House  refused  to 
consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  remarked  that  he  thought 
this  a  subject  of  so  much  importance  tjuit  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  press  it  unon  the  notice 
of  the  House  so  long  as  he  had  the  honor  of  a 
seat  there. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
further  consideration  of  the  amendments  agreed 
to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  the  biii  ^^  to 
amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports," was  again  taken  up. 

Two  or  three  material  amendments  to  strike 
out  or  reduce  certain  Items,  were  agreed  to  by  the' 
Hou^. 

The  question  being  put  on  concurring  in  the 
insertion  of  the  following  clause :  "  On  all  other 
fire  arms,  and  on  side  atms,  30  per  cent,  ad  vcUo- 
remJ'  Mr.  Randolph  said,  he  could  not  consent 
that  the  people  should  be  taxed,  eren  if  it  were  but 
a  penny  or  |wo  a  pound  upon  tea,  without  know- 
ing who  taxed  them ;  he,  therefore,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  the  question.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  accordingly  taken,  as  follows : 

YxAS— -Messffl.  Adamp,  Alexander  of  TenneMce, 
Allon  of  Massachuutts,  Allison,  Bayliea,  Barber  of 
ConnectioDt,  Bartley,  Bteck,  Brown,  Biiichanan,  Buck, 
Buckner,  Burleigh,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Carter, 
Caseedy,  Clark,  Collioa,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Craig,  Crowoinahield,  Day,  purfee,  Dwight,  £atoo, 
Eddy,  EUia,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Connedicut,  Foote  of 
New  York,  Forward,  Froat,  Garrison,  Gazlay,  Qovan, 
Harria,  Harrey,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herrick, 
Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Houstoo,  Isacka, 
Jenkina,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kidder,  Kreroer,  La- 
throp,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Little,  Livermore,  Locke, 
Longfellow,  McArtllar,  McDuffie,  McKim,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley, 
Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Mntson,  Metcalfe,  Mil- 
ler, Mitckeil  of  PennsyWania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  O'Brien,  P-attenon  of 
PenneyWania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  New 
Hampahire,  Plamer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Reed, 
Reynolds,  Richards,  RichwRogers,  Rose,  Roaa,  Sharpe, 
Bibley,  Sloane,  Standefer,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stod- 
daid,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Trimbfe,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whipple,  Whi(. 
man,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wicklifife,  James  Wilson, 
Henry  AVilson,  "Wilson  of  Ohio,  and  Wright— 123. 

Nats — Meaars.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginiat  Allen 
•f  Tenneaaee,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bart- 
lett,  Bassett,  Brent,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Can^pbell 
of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Con- 
ner, Culpeper,  Cusbman,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Floydf  FalJer,  GaUin,  Gist,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Hay  ward.  Hooks,  Kent,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Litchfield, 
Long,  McCoy,  Mangum,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale, 
Owen,  Poinaett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Saunders,  Sand- 
lord,  Arthur  Smjth,  William  Smith,  Spaight,  A.  Ste- 
▼enaon,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thomp- 
son of  Georgia,  Tucker  ofVirginia,  Tucker  of  South 


Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Wil- 
liams of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams 
of  N.  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina — 59. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Several  other  amendments,  to  reduce  the  pro- 
posed duty  on  scythes,  to  strike  out  the  duty 
on  fowling  pieces,  drawing  knives,  &c.,  were 
agreed  to. 

On  the  amendment  which  proposes  to  strike  out 
the  duty  of  25  cents  each  on  frying  pans,  and  in- 
sert four  cents  per  pound,  as  the  duty,  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph said,  this  also  was  a  tax  on  the  people,  and 
he  must  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it.  A  short 
discussion  took  place  upon  the  propriety  of  this 
amendment,  between  Messrs:  McDuffie,  Tod, 
Cambreleng,  and  Sharpe.  The  question^was 
then  taken,  and  decided  as  follows : 

'  YvAs^Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander  of  Vir- 
ginia, Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of  Maasachd- 
setts,  AUiaon,  Bayliea,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P. 
Barbour*  J.  S.  Barbonr,  Bartlett,  Bartley,  Blair,  Brad- 
ley, Brack,  Brent,  Brown,  Buohaoan,  Buck,  Buckner, 
Burleigh,  Burton,  Cady,  Cambi^eng,  Campbell  oif 
S.  Carolina,.  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cary,  Caasedy,  Clark, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  Conner,  Crafts, 
Craig,  Crowninshield,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cnthbert, 
Day,  Durfee,  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy.  EUia, 
Findlay,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New 
York,  Forward,  Froat,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Oatlin,  Gazlay, 
Govan,  Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hay  ward,  H«iinp- 
hill,  Henry,  Harkimer,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Uol- 
eombe.  Hooka,  Hqaston,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virgi- 
nia, F. '  Johneon,  Kent,  Kidder,  Bremer,  Lathnm, 
Lawrence,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Litch- 
field, Little,  Livermore,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow, 
McArUiur,  McDuffie,  McKtm,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Ohio,  MaJlary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Mar- 
vin, Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky, 
Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton, 
O'Brien,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson 
of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pena- 
ayivania,  Poinsett,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,. Richards, 
Rich>  Rogers,  Rose,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley, 
Sloane,  Standefer,  Sterling,  J.  Stepheoeon,  Stewart, 
Stoddard,  Stom,  Strong,  Swan,  Tatnall,  Taylor,  Ten 
Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tom- 
linson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina;  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Renaselaer, 
Van  Wyck,  Vinto^,  Warfield,  Wayne,  Whipple, 
Whitman,  Whittleaev,  White,  Wickljfie,  Williams 
of  New  York,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Jamea 
Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  WUson  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
Wooda,  and  Wright^l68. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bassett,  Carter,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Forsyth,  Gist,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Herrick, 
limcka,  McCoy,  Manguni,  Mercer,  Randolph,  Ross, 
Sannders,  Arthur  Smith,  William  Smith,  Spaight, 
Spence,  A.  Stevensdn,  Taliaferro,  Thompson  of 
Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  South 
Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina— 35. 

So  this  amendment,  also,  was  concurred  in. 

The  several  amendments,  proposing  to  strike 
out  the  duty  on  griddles  and  gridirons,  on  indigo, 
and  on  PrOssian  bine,  and  to  increase  the  duty  on 
£psom  salts  from  three  to  four  cents  per  lb.,  and 
to  insert  a  duty  on  rape  seed  oil,  were  severally 
agreed  to. 
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The  question  beiog  put  on  concurring  in  the 
insertion  of  the  clause,  ^^  On  molasses  ten  cents  per 
gallon,"  was  decided  as  follows: 

YsAB — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Al- 
exander of  Tennessee,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison, 
J.  8.  Barbour,  Blair,  Brent,  Brown,  Buckner,  Gamp- 
bell  of  fioQth  Carolma,  Carter,  Gary,  Clark,  Gobb» 
Cocke,  Collins,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Gist, 
Govan,  Hayden,  Houston,  Isacks,  F.  Johnson,  Kent, 
Kremer,  Lathrop,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Livingston, 
Long^  McArthur,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McLean  of  Ohio, 
Metcalfe,  MitcheH  of  PennsyWania,  Moore  of  Ken- 
tucky,' Moore  of  Alabama,  Prince,  Rankin,  Rogers, 
Rose,  Ross,  Sandford,  Scott,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  William  Smith,  SUndefer,  Storrs,  Tsttnalh, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of 
Ohio,  Wayne,  White,  Wicklifle,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
and  Henry  ^ilson — 65. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Archer,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
Bartlett,  Bartley,  Bradley,  Breck,  Buchanan,  Buck, 
Burleigh,  Cady,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  Ohioi  Cas- 
slfdy,  Condifit,  Conner,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Crown- 
inshield,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cothbert,  Day,  Durfee, 
Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Foot 
of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  For- 
ward, Frost,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gaz- 
lay*  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Harvey,  Hay  ward,.Heftip-. 
bUl,  Henry,  Herrick,  Herkimer;  Hobart,  Hogeboom, 
Helcombe,  Hooks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Vtrnnia,  Kid- 
der, Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Litchfield*  Little,  Livermbre, 
Locke,  Longfellow,  McKean,  McKim,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  Mangum,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martindale, 
Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell  of 
Maryland,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien, 
Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Plutoer  of  Pennsylvania, 
PoinscU,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Richilrds,  Rich, 
Saunders,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Spaight,  Spence, 
Sterling,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Stod- 
dard, Strong,  Swan,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyek, 
Test,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tucker  of  Virginis,  Tucker 
of  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Van.  RensselaOr,  Van 
Wyck,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Whipple,  WhitUesey,  Wit- 
Hams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  North  Caroline, 
James  Wilson,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  Wilson  of 
Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wrigbt^l32. ' 

So  this  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  next  amendment,  proposinsr  to  strike  out 
the  second  section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  that 
"  in  all  cases  whatsoever^  all  articles  composed  or 

*  mixed  of  various  materials,  shall  pay  theliighest 
'  duty  to  which  articles  mai!)ufactured  from  any 

*  of  such  materials  are  subject,'^  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  proposing  to  strike  out  the 
third  section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  tha^  there 
shall  be  added  to  the  duty  imposed  on  any  article 
the  ampunt  of  bounty  or  premium  allowed  on 
that  article,  in  the  country  from  which  the  same 
is  exported,  was  decided  as  follows : 

YRAs-^M^ssrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander  -of  Vir- 
ginia, Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of  Tennessee, 
Archer,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Bar* 
hour,  J.  3.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bsissett,  Blair,  Bradley, 
Breck,  Brent,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Burleigh, 
Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  Sooth  Carolina, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke, 


Collins,  Conner,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Crown insbield, 
Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cothbert,  Day,  Durfee,  Dwineil, 
Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina. 
Floyd,  Foot  of  ConAecUcut,   Foote  of  New  York, 
Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govsn, 
Hall,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Hsrv^y,  Hayden,  Hayward, 
Hemphill,  Henry,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks, 
Houston,   Isacks,  J^enkins,   Kent,   Kidder,    Latbrop, 
Lawrence,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Liver- 
more,  Livingston,  Locke,  Long,  LongfeHow,  McCoy, 
McDufiie,   McKee,.  McKim,    McLane   oi  Delaware. 
Mangum,  Mallary,  Matson,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mitcb- 
ell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of 
Alabama,  Morgiln,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien, 
Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Prince, 
Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rose, 
Ross,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyih,  William  Smith,  Speight,  Spenee, 
Standefer,  A.'  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro, 
Tattnall,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Tomlinson,   Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  Soutb 
Cardlina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Van  Renaselaer, 
Vinton,   Warfield,  Wayne,    Whipple,  WtUiams    of 
New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
and  Wood— 144. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allison,  Brown,  Bockner,  Cady, 
Cassedy,  Copdict,  Findlay,  Forward,  Garriaon,  Gax- 
lay,  Hbrkimer,  Holcombe,  iohnson  of  Virginia,  F. 
Johnson,  Kremer,  Letch<;r,  Little,  McArthur,  McKean, 
McLean  of  Ohio,'  Markley,  Martindal?,  Marvin,  Mat- 
lack;  Miller,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Patterson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rich,  Rogers,  Sloane,  Sterling,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong, 
Swan,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tpd,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck, 
Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wickliffe,  Jsmcs  WH- 
son,  Henry  Wilson,  Woods,  and  Wright — 63. 

So  this  amendment  Vas  concurred  in^ 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
mentj  proposing  a  new  section  to  the  bill,  to  allow 
a  drawback  on  silk  goods,  which  mayr  have  been 
unpacked  for  the  purpose  of  dying,  staining^,  print- 
ing, or  cleansing  them  from  stains,  dltc.,  the  same 
as  if  they  had  not  beed  so  unpacked,  passed  in  the 
affirmative.     ^  ■  • 

The  amendment  adopted  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  specifying  the  different  duties  on  wines, 
was  then  taken  up.  Sgme  remarks. were  made 
upon  this  subject  by  Messrs.  Wright  «nd  McKim. 

Mr.  McKiM  moved  te  amend  the  amendment 
by  inserting  "  Burgundy,  Champaigne,  Rhenish, 
and  Tokay,"  as  subject  to  the  same  duty  as  is 
im])osed'on  Madeira  wine,sity  70  cents  per  gallon. 
This  was  agreed  toJ 

The  same  member  moved  to  exempt  from  the 
operation  of  the  amendment  such  Spanish  wines 
as  were  not  enutnerated  in  it,  so  as  to  leave  them 
subject  |o  the  duty  already  imposed  ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  same  member,  also,  moved  to  reduce  the 
proposed  duty  on  "  Fa  val  and  all  other  wines  from 
the  Western  Islands"  trom  40  to  30  cents  per  gal- 
lon.    This  was  not  agreed  to. 

He  then  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty  on 
Malaea  wine  from  30  to  25cent^per  gallon ;  which 
was  also  disagreed  to* 

He  then  moved  to  strike  out  ^*  50  per  cent,  ad 
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valorem,"  as  the  duty  to  be  imposed  on  "  Claret 
wines,  and'  all  other  wines  not  before  enamerated, 
in  bottles,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  '^  30  cents 
per  gallon."  This  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Web- 
8TBB  and  Miller,  and  supported  oy  Mr.  McKim. 
It  was  not  adopted. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Conneeticat,  moved  to  strike*  out 
the  clause  imposing  a  duty  on  Claret  and  Malaga 
wines.    The  amendment  was  not  adopted. 

Mr.  FofiSTTH  then  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  it  out,  and  inserting  a  new  sec- 
tion, imposing  a  duty  of  50  per  cent,  ad  valorem 
on  all  wines  imported  in  bottles  and  cases ;  and 
on  all  wines,  imported  otherwise  than  in  bottles, 
40  per  cent. ;  provided  that  no  duty  on  any  wine 
shall  ever  exceed  100  cents  per  gallon.  This  was 
advocated  by  the  mover,  a6d  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Webster  and  Poinsett.    It  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  coneufring 
in  the  amendment  as  agreed  to  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  as  amended  by  the  House,  and  was 
decided  as  follows : 

Yeas — ^Me^srs.  Alexander  of  Virginie,  Alexander 
of  Tennessee,  Allen  of  Miwsachutetts,  AUen  of  Ten- 
neesee,  Archer,  Baylies,  Bartlatt,  Bassett,  BIair» 
Breek,  Brent,  Burleigh,  Barton,  Campbell  of  Souths 
Carolina,  Carter,  Crowninshieid,  Calpeper,  Cusbman^ 
Cathbert,  Dnrfee,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  FiiUer,  Gannett,  Govan,  HamiiUm,  Hayden, 
Hay  ward,  Hemphill,  Herrick,  Houston,  F.  Johnson, 
Kent*  Lee,  Livermore,  Livingston,' Locke,  McCoy, 
McDnfiie,  McKee,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mercer,  Mil- 
ler, Moore  of-  Alabama,  .Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien, 
Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampsbire,  Poinsett,  Randolph, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Saunders,.  Sandford,  Arthur  Smith, 
Spaight,  Taliaferro,  Tat^iall,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Udree,  Vance  of  South  Carolina,  Viaton,  ^^bster, 
and  Whipple^66. 

NATS-T-Messrs.  Abbot,  Adam^  Allison,  Barber  of 
Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour j  J.  6.  Barbour,  Bartley, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Cam- 
breleng,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cary,  Cassedy,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Condtct,  Conner,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Day, 
DwinotI,  Eaton,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticnt, 
Forsyth,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gatlin,  Gaslay,  Gist, 
HalU  Harris,  Harvey,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom, 
Holcombe,  Hooks,  Isacks,  Johnaon  of  Virginia,  Kid- 
der, Ksemer,  Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Leftwich,  Letcher, 
Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Little,  Long,  Longfellow,  Mc* 
Arthart  McKean,  McKlm,  McLean  of  Ohio,Mangnm, 
Malbry,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  MatJack,  Mat- 
son,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennaylvania,  Mitohell  of 
Maryland,  Moofe  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Neala,  Pat* 
terson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of 
Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rich, 
Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  Scott,  Sharps,  Sloane,  Alexander 
Smyth,  William  Smith,  Spence,  Standefer,  Sterling, 
A.'  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Stoddard, 
Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Triosble,  Tucker  of  Sooth  Ckrolins,  Tyson;  Vnnee  of 
Ohio,  Van  Renssefaer,  Van  Wyck,  Warfield,  Wayne, 
Whitmaa,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wickliflfe,  WHItams  of 
New  York,  WUIiams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of 
South  Carolina,  Wilsod  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and 
Wright— 136. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 


Mr.  Tod  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  ad- 
ding to  the  clause  which  now  reads  thus:  "On 
cotton  bagging  four  and  a  half  cents  per  square 
yard«"  the  words,  "  until  the  30th  day  of  June 
next,  and  six  cents  per  square  yard  after  that 
time."  This  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
Ton,  Cook,  LETCBER,.and  Wright,  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Hrent,  Cobb,  Owen,  and  MoDuffib. 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tod  was 
decided  by  the  following  iN>te  : 

Y9AS — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of 
Tennessee,  Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut, 
Bartley,  Blair.  Bradley,  Brown,  Buck,  Buckner,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Cocke,  Collins,  Condict, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Durfae,  Eddy,  Ellis,  Findlay, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gaslay, 
Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herrick,  Herki- 
mer, Holcombe,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  F.  Johnson, 
Kidder.  Kremer«  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Little, 
McArthui,  McKean,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Mark- 
ley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  liatson,  Metcalfe, 
Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Kentucky, 
Morgan,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince^.  Reynolds,  Kich, 
Kogers,Ros8,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloane,  Sterling,  Stewart, 
SM^dard,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Test,  Thompson  of 
Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tysoa, 
Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck, 
Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wick- 
liffe,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilaon,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright— 97. 

NATs-^Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander  of  Vir- 
ginia, AUen  of  Massaohusetts,  Archer,  P.  -P.  Barbour, 
J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Brent,  Burleigh, 
Burton,  Ckmbreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carotina, 
Carter,  Cary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Conner,  Crowninshield, 
Culpeper,  Onsbman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dwinell,  Dwight, 
Baton,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Forsyth, 
Frost,  Fuller,  Gamett,  Gatltn,  Gist,  Govan,  Hall, 
Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward,  Hogeboont,  Hooks, 
Houston,  Isacks,  J  aniens,  Kent,  Lathroo,  Lee,  Left* 
wich,  Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston,  ifOcke,  Long* 
Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee,  McKim,  Mc- 
Lane o^  Delaware,  Mangum,  Mcreer,  Mitchell  of  Md., 
Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien, 
OweUy  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire, , Poinsett,  Ran- 
dolph, Rankin,  Reed,  Richards,  Saunders,  Sandford, 
Sibley  Arthur  Smyth,  Alexander  Smith,  Wm*  Smith, 
Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,  A.Stevenson,  J.  Stephen- 
son, TiAiaferrOf  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Geo.,  Tucker, 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance  of 
North  Cafollna,  Warfield,  Webster,  Whipple,  Wil- 
liams  of  Now  York,  WillUms  of  Virginia,  WiUiaas 
of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina— ^^t. 

Bo  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tod  was  rejected. 
The  House  then  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


Wednesday,  April  12. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Wbit- 
ti^bby,  on  Saturday  last,  was  taken  up,  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  llouse. 

The  two  Messages  received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  oil  Saturday,  were  read, 
and  are  as  follows : 

first. 

To  the  House  of  RepresenttUivee  of  the  UwUed  States: 
I      I  herewith  transmit  the  report  of  the  SecreUiy  of 
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Wmr,  with  the  accompanjing  docaments,  containing 
the  information  requested  by  resolution  of  House  of 
the  10th  yltimo,  and  which  communicates  the  accounts 
of  all  the  Generals  in  the  Army  ;  likewise  of  the  In- 
spector General,  the  Chiefs  of  the  Engineer  and  Ord- 
nance Corps,  and  Surgeon  t^eneral,  for  the  two  years 
preceding  the  80th  of  'September  last ;  also,  showing 
the  amount  of  money  paid  to  each,  under  the  different 
heads  of  pay,  fuel,  straw,  quarters,  transportation,  and 
all  other  extra  and  contingent  allowances ;  which  re- 
port, togetl\er  with  the  statements  herewith  transmit- 
ted, furnish  all  the  information  required. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
April  9, 1824. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  committee  ap^ 
pohited  OD  the  90th  of  December  last,  upon  the  re- 
port of  expenditures  in  the  Ordoance  Departmeirt. 

SEOOND. 

A  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  on  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  the  State  of 
Virginia  to  interest  on  sum6  advanced  by  that 
State  for  militia  services,  during  the  late  war ; 
which  was  referred  to  Che  Committee  of  Clahns. 

(See  Senate  proceedings  of  April  12,  aTiie,  for 
this  Message.] 

Mr.  Conner  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration  to-jnorrow,  viz :  ^ 

Raolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  Honse  a 
detailed  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  S9,125 
have  been  di'bi^rsed,  which  was  appropriated  by  .the 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1^19,  {or  purchasing  a  lot  of 
land,  and  for.  constructing  pipes  for  supplying  the 
Executive  offices  ;Bnd  President's  house  with  water. 
Also,  a  detailed  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
$10,000  have  been  expended,  whieh  was  appropriated 
by  the  act  of  the  SOthof  April,  1618,  for  graduating 
and  improving  the  President's  square. 

Mr.  CcsBMim  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved f  That,  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  placing  on  the  penaSon  roll,  all  the  surviving  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  who  en- 
tered the  service,  oj  enlisted  for  three  years,  or  during 
the  war,  prior  to  the  year  1781,  and  who  served  out 
the  time  for  which  they  engaged,  or  were  honorably 
discharged  ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mabtindale^  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  mquire  into  the 
expediency  of  so  inodifying  and  amending  the 
''Act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels 
to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries, 
and  for  regulating  the  same,"  as  to  exempt  all 
yessels  and  boats  employed  in  navigating  the  ca- 
nals in  the  State  of  New  York,  from  the  necessity 
of  beine  enrolled  or  licensed,  and  from  the  pay- 
ment oftonnage  duties. 

The  bill  /rom  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,"  w^s  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL.. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  which  was  the  consideration  of 
the  Tariff  bill,  when— 

Mr.  Rica  moved  to  strike  out  the  minimum 


valuation  (of  forty  cents  per  yard)  on  wooUeDs, 
and  to  insert,  after  the^  words  '^  on  all  manafac- 
'  ttjres  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall  be  a  com- 
'  ponent  part,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  ad  vahrm, 
'  until  June  30th,  1825,  and  after  that  time  a 
f  duty  of  thirty-three  and  one-third  per  cent  ad 
^  valorem^^  the  following  words :  ^' until  June30tb, 
1826,  and  after  that  time  a  duty  of  thirty-serea 
and-a-half  per  cent,  ad  valorem"  . 

Mr.  McKiM  advocated  the  amendment  in  a  few 
observations. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  It  is  not  my  intention  to  appeal 
to  theory  on  this  subject.  The  deep  interests  of 
my  constituents,  whose  capital  and  industry  are 
very  equally  distributed  between  agricnlture  and 
commerce,  (which  embrace  the  parsuits  of  my 
life,)  and  the  manufacturers  of  wool,  cotton,  cot- 
ton gins,  muskets,  rifles,  swords,  and  pistols,  as 
well  for  your  Army  and  Navy  as  for  your  distin- 
guished officers,  which  are  all  in  my  immediate 
vicinity,  constitute  my  apology  for  addressing 
you ;  and  the  declaration  oi  the  Chairman  of  the 
Cpmmittee  of  Manufactured,  that  this  bill  was 
designed  for  the  encouragement  of  each  of  these 
branches  of  national  industry,  in  my  opinion, 
makes  the  duty  imperative  on  me. 

The  principles  which  have  been  advanced  bjr 
some  of^  the  zealous  advocates  of  the  bill  under 
consideration,  with  some  of  its  provisions,  which 
seem  to  be  founded  on  those  principles,  in  mf 
opinion  call  loudly  on  the  friends  of  agricoltuce, 
ot  commerce,  an'd  even  on  the  friends  of  manu- 
factures themselves,  to  examine  it»  details  with 
a  scrutinizing,  if  not  with  a  jealous. eye. 

Althoi:tgh  the  bill  itself  does  not  openly  and 
fairly  propose,  in  every  instance^  a  duty  which,  at 
first  sight,  appears  to  be  prohibitory,  still,  as  it  is 
advocated  upon  that  principle  by  many  of  its 
friends,  it  is  fair  to  infer  that  suoh  is  the  object. 

A  distinguished  memW^  to  whom  I  shall  not 
now  allnde,  for  reasons  which  will  be  well  under- 
stood^ but  whose  arguments  will  not  plead  privil- 
ege, m  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  has  told  us, 
'^  That  the  great  leading  policy  of  this  Govern- 
ment must  be  changed;"  "that  a  new  sfstem 
must  be  adopted ;"  "  that  we  must  become  a^grett 
manufacturing  nation ;''  that  the  people  of  these 
United  States  must  no  longer  be  permitted  to  pur- 
sue the  occupations  of  their  own  choice,  or  em- 
ploy their  capital  and  their  ilidustry  in  those  par- 
suits  to  which  their  own  |rood  judgment,  or  their 
natural  advantages^   their  education,  and  their 
skill,  are  best  adapted ;  but  the  farmer  must  leare 
his  plough,  and  the  sailor  his  ship,  and  the  mer- 
chant his  counting  house^  and  be  immured  wi^in 
the  walls  of  large  manufacturing  establiaMeotsi 
that,  your  .agriculture  and  your  commerce  must 
become  tributary  to  manufactures;  that  agricul- 
ture, the  mothet",  tfnd  commerce,  the  elder  sister, 
must  be  sacrificed  to  the  ambition  of  maaafac- 
tufres,  the  younger  sister,  the  miss  in  her  teens< 
This  is  the  new,  this  is  the  grand  system  of  policy^ 
which  you  propose  to  force  upon  the  good  people 
of  these  United  States.  ' 
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Sir,  yoa  wiil  soon  find  your  impoteace  and  your 
weakness  in  tbis  attempt.  The  people  are  yet 
yoar  masters,  although  you  may  think  them  your 
slaves.  Before  you  can  etfect  this  great  change 
in  the  leading  policy  of  the  country,  yoa  must 
first  make  the  people  slaves.  I  am  well  aware,  if 
you  could  carry  your  new  system  of  pdiey  into 
full  and  complete  effect,  the  people  would  soon  be- 
come slaves;  the  genius  and  spirit  of  your  Qov- 
ernraent  would  (^  entirely  changed  j  the  equal 
distribution  of  property,  qn  which  alone. a  free 
government  can  long  exist,  and,  the  independent 
spirit  of  our  hardy  yeomanry,  would  soon  be  .de- 
stroyed ;  your  Giovertiment  caaoged  into  a  purse? 
proud  aristocracy,  and  your  population  become 
lords  and  tenants. 

But  this. you  cannot  effect..  Any  attempt  to 
force  xhe  people  of  these  States  into  .this  silk- 
worm policy,  oy.  the  magic  power  of  your  tariff 
bills,  will  prove  abortive.  Their  habits  are  too 
deeply  rooted.  The  great  variety  and  fertility  of 
soil,  the  immense  extent  of  territory,  and  the 
ocean  which  washes  nearly  three  thousand  miles 
of  your  coast;  the  majestic  navigable  rivers  which, 
like  the  grand  arteries  in  the  human  body,  flow 
from  the  heart  of  ybu^r  country  to  the  ocean, 
speak  a  language  which  cannot  be  misunderstood, 
and  never  will  be  disobeyed;  you  must,  and  will, 
be  a  great  agricultural  and  commercial  nation,  in 
spite  of  all  your  legislation. 

You  may,  by  your  restrictions,  embarrass  and 
fetter  their  enterprise  fqr  a  short  period ;  you  may 
legislate  them  into  adversity,  but  it  is  impossible 
to  legislate  a  people  into  prosperity. 

The  greatest  degree  of  national  and  individual 
wealth  IS  obtained  by  permitting  labor,  skill,  and 
capital,  to  find  their  own  ^mploymeqt  and  invest- 
ment unshackled,  and  encourage  a  free  and  unre- 
stricted trade.  Every  attempt  of  Government  to  > 
direct  or  regulate  the  employment  of  capital,,  or 
enterprise,  is  mischievous.  The  only  objeet  of  a 
wise  Government  should  be,  to  remove  ohstrac*- 
tions  to  the  free  u^  of  capital  and  industry.  The 
politicians  of  Qreat  Britain  have  become  sensible 
of  the  truth  of  this  position,  i|nd  are  receding  from 
the  system  of  arbitrary  di.ctation  and  restrictions, 
and  shall  we  now  plunge  into  it?  Shall  we,  at 
tbis  time,  put  on  the  tattered  garinents  of  an  ex- 
ploded policy  ? 

The  power  to  regulate  commerce  was  never 
designed  to  authorize  its  destruction,  or  prescribe 
its  channels.  It  may  be,  and  often  is,  necessary 
to  suspend  it  by  embargo,  for  a  tiine,  as  the  most 
efficient  mode  of  protection ;  but  the  interests  of 
agriculture  or  manufacture^  cannot  be  improved 
by  continued  restrictions  on  commerce. 

What  will  be  the  effect  of  imposing  heavy  du- 
ties on  the  produce  and  manufactures  of  other 
countries,  but  retaliation,  by  similar,  or  perhaps 
even  higher  duties  on  our  productions  in  their 
ports,  which  will  drive  us  entirely  from  their  mar- 
kets, and  turn,  the  channel  of.  their  trade  to  other 
countries,  for  those  supplies  which  we  can  furnish 
in  abundance?  And,  while  we  are  destroying 
our  commerce,  in  the  wretched  attempt  to  foster 
our  manufactures  by  law,  Europe  will  monopo- 


lize the  whole  trade  with  the  South  American 
States^  and  we  shall  find,  to  our  cost,  that  there 
IS  no  foreign  market  for  our  manufactures,  which 
have  been  .nursed  with  so  much  care  in  this  hot- 
bed system ;  but  we  must  be  compelled  to  use  our 
own  manufactures,  and  agriculture  must  pay  the 
increased  price,  and  make  up  the  deficiency  in  our 
revenue,  while  the  produce,  as  well  of  agriculture 
as  manufactures,  will  be  confined  to  home  con- 
sumjption.  I  ask,  will  this  increase  your  wealth 
and  your  independence?  Will  this  furnish  a 
market  for  your  surplus  produce?  Will  this  en- 
courage domestic  industry  ? 

Commerce  has  afforded  you  about  $400,000,000 
of  revenue  ^  Will  your  manufacturers,  without 
a  foreign  market,  be  able  to  supply  the  deficit  of 
duty  on  imports?  Can  yOu  collect' Iwenty  mil- 
lions .of  dollars  annually  nrom  luanufactures,  even 
if  you  could  transform  all  your  hardy  seamen  and 
farmers  into  spinners  and  weavers?  Tour  man* 
ufacturing  interest  generally,  even  now,  is  less  de<- 
pressed  than  your  agriculture  and  commerce,  when 
skilfully  and  prudently  managed.  What  stronger 
evidence  of  this  fact  can  there  be,  than  ibart  man- 
ufacturing capital  is  rapidly  increasing?  Yoa 
have  already  afibrded  protection  to  this  branch 
of  industry,  equal  to  nearly  40  per  cent,  on  the 
cost  of  your  fabrics;  and  if,  with  this  bounty, 
they  cannot  compete  wi-th  foreign  manufactures, 
at  home,  I  think  it  would  puzzle  the  ingenuity  of 
that  gentUman,  aided  by  the  whole  host  of  pro- 
fessional gentlemen,  to  show  how  our  manufac- 
tures are  to  find  a-  fair  competition  in  foreisn 
markets,  When  you  add  to  the.  original  cost  the 
freight  and  insurance  to  a. foreign  market ' 

.  In  our  country,  sir,  every  branch  of  lawful  inr 
dustry  is  entitka  to  an  equal<  portion  of  your  fost- 
ering care,  and  has  a  right  to  demand  equal  pro- 
tection from  the  Grovernment.  Your  tariff  bill, 
by  taxing  one  interest  for  the  encouragen^ent  of 
another,  operates  as  a  bounty,  which  'lays  every 
other  interest  under  contribution  for  the  support  of 
the  manufacturer,  and  is,  therefore,  unequal  and 
unjust;  it  taxes  the  many  for  the  support  of  a 
few.  As  a  general  principle,  the  perfect  freedom 
of  trade  or  commerce,  which  is  the  interchange 
of  commodities,  should  npYer  be  restrict^  or  bur- 
dened, except  for  the  necessary  purpose  of  reve- 
nuc)  in  the  benefits  of  which  every  portion  of  the 
community  is  interested ;  and  by  universal  con- 
sent, every  well  regulated  Govemmeht  has  re- 
sorted to  it. 

The  policy  of  Ensland,  which  the  gentleman 
has  uken  as  a  model  for  h\»  new  American  pol- 
icy, is  quoted  by  the  advocates  of  this  bill  ta.prove 
its  utility,  and  the  necessity  of  adopting  this  new 
system  of  political  economy. 

Sir,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  subject 
is  not  better  understood.  Her  wisest  sttflesmen 
deprecate  that  policy,  to  which  they  have  been 
driven  bsy  necessity,  in  order  to  meet  the  enor- 
mous expenses  incurred  in  her  long  protracted 
continental  wars.  Her  system  of  bounties,  and 
drawbacks  of  excise,  which  some  of  our  knowing 
ones  seem  to  admire,  and  to  tonsider  as  the  true 
philosopher's  stone,  the  magic  wand  which  has 
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produced  her  great  wealth,  is  nothing  bat  the 
miserable  effect  of  her  otherwise  ruinous  system 
of  restriction;  and  the  gentleman  might  have 
found  the  table  of  the  Biritish  Parliament  groaning 
under  the  petitions  of  her  suffering  subjects,  paint- 
ing in  colors  equally  flowing  with  his  own  de- 
scription of  imaginary  distress  in  this  happy  coun- 
try, and  signed  l>y  ten  times  the  number  of  half- 
starved  victims  which  have  been  obtained  by 
hawking  petitions  about  our  country  for  signa* 
tures.  Her  system  is  a  mere,  opiate  <o  relieve  ex- 
treme distress — a  dose  of  poisonous  or  noxious 
drugs  to  counteract  a  raging  disease,  and  the  tem- 
porary relief,  afforded  by  this  violent  remedy,  has 
been  mistaken  b^  some  of  our  political  doctor?  as 
evidence  of  perfect  health  in  the  body  politic. 

I  cannot,  I  will  not  believe  that  the  zealous  ad- 
mirers of  British  policy  ;  the  warm  advocates  of' 
this  wonderful  tariff  biU-p^this  patent  medicine, 
which  is  to  cure  all  diseases,  really  intended  to 
hazard  the  operation  of  this  '^  nostrum"  as  a  mere 
experiment  upon  the  healthy,  youthful,  and  vigor- 
ous Constitution  of  our  ipfant  country,  merely  to 
test  its  eff^ts  5  that  they  mean  to  proauce  disease 
merely  to  show  their  skill  in  curing  the  patient.  No, 
sir ;  gentlemen,  in  my  humble  opinion,  have  been* 
deceived  by  the  visionarv  dreams  of  pamphleteers 
and  political  quacks,*  woo  have  inundated  this 
country  with> their  ^'  specifics"  and  "nostrums ;" 
who  have  conjured  up  imaginary  scenes  of  distress, 
borrowed,  perhaps,  from  novels,  or  the  effusions  of 
a  fetyid  imagination  in  painting  scenes  of  distress 
in  other  countries  to  which  we  are  total  strangers  f 
or,  perhaps,  rqerely  for  the  merc^nary^  purpose  of 
finaing  a  catch-penny  market  for  their  books,  by 
the  relation  of  horrid  tales,  made  up  to  frighten 
old  women  or  credulous  children : — like  the  story 
of  the  ''  Jersey  dancers,  who  were  represented  as 
having  danced  their  feet  off  to  the  fiddle  of  the 
Arch  Deceiver,  and  were  left  dancing  oti  the 
stomps  of  th'eir  legs  after  the  feet  were  worn  off." 

I  ask  any  member  of  this  ComoMttee  if  he  has 
seea  any  such  picture  of  extreme  distress  in  this 
country  ?  A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  (Mr. 
BiowN,)  on  the  subject  of  iroUj  indeed,  told  us, 
he  had  seen  a  sheriff  hovering  about  his  iron  works, 
and  probably^  the  iron  was  hot ;  but  I  did  not  un- 
derstand him  to  aay  that  any  of  the  owners  or 
workmen  were  starving  for  want  of  bread ;  or  that 
there  was  any  insurrection  or  rebellion  ageiu^ 
the  laws;  or  that  the  bloody  scenes  of  Manchester 
were  exhibited  in  the  State  founded  by  the  peace- 
ful Peon. 

That  the  golden  days  of  our  prosperity  h$ve 
continued  unclouded  to  the  present  time,  no  one 
will  claim.  The  whole  civilized  world  has  re- 
ceived a  shock  by  the  sudden  transition  from  a 
state  of  universal  war  to  universal  peace.  The 
best  remedy  is  repose ;  universal  languor  and  las- 
situde is  the  natural  effect  which  is  uniformly  pro-*^ 
duced  by  violent  exercise,  and  unusual  excitement 
in  the  human  body,  and  rest  and  quiet  repose  are 
indispensable  to  restore  the  system.  Apply  the 
same  principle  to  the  body  poutie,  and  its  effects 
will  be  found  equally  salutary. 

Bvery  interest  in  our  country  is  gradually  re- 


coverinj;  from  the  shock  which  has  afifected  erery 
class  of^our  citizens ;  and,  if  the  officious  interfer- 
ence of  misguided  l^islation  do%s  not  prevent  it. 
our  affrieulture,  commerce,  and  manufactures, will 
soon  and  their  proper  place  on  a  peace  establish- 
ment. Your  tariff  of  1816  was  intended  to  afford 
relief  to  your  manufactures.  It  did,  like  the  Brit- 
ish policy,  afford  a  temporary  relief;  but  its  effects 
are  still  visible  on  our  commerce,  and  sensibly  af- 
fects and  injures  our  agriculture;  and,  at  this  mo- 
ment, and  for  tnore  than  three  years  past,  has  de- 
pressed our  manufactures  by  restrictions  imposed 
on  our  commerce.  For,  let  me  assure  gentlemen, 
that  manufactures  can  no  more  exist  and  flourish 
without  commerce,  than  animal  life  can  be  sas- 
tallied  without  air. 

Agriculture  is  the  first  and  noblest  employment 
of  man.  On  this  we  depend  for  subsistence.  It 
is  the  mother  of  commerce,  and  all  the  useful  arts. 
With  the  increase  of  population,  commerce,  or  an 
interchange  of  commoaities  of  necessity,  springs 
into  being,  because  the  variety  of  soil  and  climate 
produces  a  variety  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth  adapted 
to  our  conveniences  and  our  wants,  and  manufac- 
tures of  different  kinds  spontaneously  gr6w  up  to 
meet  the  necessary  demands  of  both  agricultore 
and  commerce.  The  mere  exchange  of  commodi- 
ties with  our  neighbors-^-4he  passing  of  an  article 
from  hand  to  Hand,  requires  but  little  aid  from 
manufactures ;  but  the  labor  of  many  artists  b  re- 
quired to  build  the  ship  to  carry  on  commerce 
with  foreiffn  nations ;  and  I  believe  I  mly  safely 
say,  that  ship  building,  at  this  moment,  employs 
more  native  American  citizens. than  all  the  man- 
ufactories of  the  country. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  must  be  clear, 
that  any  attempt  to  build'up  manufactures  on  any 
other  foundation  than  agriculture  and  commerce, 
or  upon  the  ruins  of  either  of  these  great  interests, 
would  be  as  absurd  and  preposterous  as  to  attempt 
to  build  a  house  on  a  soap  bubble.  What  has  sup- 
ported the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain-^wbal 
the  manufactures  of  India,  but  their  commerce 
with  the  whole  civilized  world?  The  ainouat 
of  supplies  always  has  been,  and  always  will  be^ 
regulated  by  the  demand.  -Commerce  is  the  great 
artery  through  which  the  blood  flpws  to  the  ex- 
tremities, which  returns  with  supplies  through  the 
veins  again  to  the  heart,  and  gives  life  ajid  ei^rgy 
to  the  whole  system.  It  is  truly  the  tis  vita  of  the 
system. 

The  ^ntleman  has  told  us  there  are  two  classes 
of  politicians  in  this  country— ^the  one  devoted  to 
foreign  policy,  who.would  lay  duties  onlmporU 
only  f6r  the  purpose  of  revenue,  and  has  attempted 
to  prove  (With  what  success  we  shall  probably  see 
hereafter;  that  this  policy  actually  encouragw  the 
industry  and  manotactores  of  foreign  countries  to 
the  injury  of  our  own.  Sir,  it  wouldnave  been  rcrf 
gratifying  to  the  Committee,  I  presume,  if  thegfl)- 
tleroan  had  told  gs  what  country  had  adopted  this 
policy,  except  our  own,  previous  to  the  tariff  01 
1816.  The  other  class,  to  which  he  professes  to 
belong,  and  which  heis  pleased  to  style  the  Ameri- 
can policy,  would  adopt  the  system  of  restrictions 
and  prohibition-'  which  Bonaparte  attempted  to 
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enforce  ag^aiDst  Great  BritaiD,  as  the  last  desperate 
effort  to  distress  his  ioTeterate  enemy,  and  which 
he  then  called  \hc  Continental  Policy  of  Europe — 
a  system  of  entire  exctasion  and  prohibition  of 
British  manufactures  on  the  ^Contineiit  of  Eu- 
rope, while,  at  the  very  same  time,  the  boasted 
"Army  of  England/'  as  he  then  styled  it,  was 
clad  in  British  manufactures.  Spaiui  poor  degrad- 
ed Spain,  has  tried  this  same  system  of  restrictions 
and  prohibitions,  until  she  has  sunk  from  the  lofty 
station  which  she  once  held  in  the  scale  of  nations 
to  her  present  condition,  but  a  small  remove  from 
colonial  vassalage.  England,.in  time  ofwai;,  has 
resorted  to  it,  for  the  purpose  of  extorting  from 
every  cla^ft  a  heavy  contribution.  And  now,  sir, 
we  are  told  this  is  the  new  discovered,  true  Ameri- 
can policy — lay  prohibitory  duties  on  imports  from 
foreign  countries ;  destroy  your  commerce,  which 
has  fumiscfa^d  your  whole  revenue;  prevent  the 
export  of  any  of  your  produce  by  pronibiting  the 
import  of  any  thing  in  return ;  pronrbit  any  inter- 
change of  commodities  with  foreign  nations :  and 
all  this  to  find  a  market  for  our  surplus  produce, 
and  for  our  dotoentic  manufactures ! 

The  gentleman  highly  extols  the  British  policy, 
(which  be  will  claim  as  American,)  because  the 
enormous  amount  of  taxes  paid  in  England  fur- 
nishes strong  evidence  of  her  prosperity^  and  ability 
to  pay  1  I  strongly  suspect  the  American  people 
are  not  very  ambitious  of  showing  evidence  of 
their  prosperity  in  the.  same  way,  1^  the  ajmount 
of  taxes  they  can  pav.  Besides,  sir,  it  will  re- 
quire a  long  course  ot  instruction,. and  strong  ar- 
gument, to  convince  us  that  the  bloody  scenes  at 
Manchester  aifiong  the  starving  manufacturers,  or 
the  famine  and  distress  in  Ireland,  furnish  the  best 
evidences  of  prosperity  and  happiness,  or  induce 
our  people  to  adopt  their  policy,  or  excite  a  Wish 
to  exchange  conditions. 

But,  sir,  in  the  same  speech  in  which  the  gen- 
tleman has  recommended  the  adoption  of  this  sys- 
tem of  encouraging  manufactures  by  restrictions 
on  commerce,  he  has,  if  I  understood  him  correctly, 
declared  himself  "  the  firm  friend  of  a  free  com- 
merce, upon  the  principles  of  perfect  reciprocity.*' 
The  propositions  made  by  hittl,  in  committee,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whiskey  trade,  of  an  increased 
duty  on  moUisses,  of  100* per  cent,  which  must  en- 
tirely destroy  the  trade  with  the  West  Indies,  or 
impose  a  heavy  tax  on  the  laboring  poor,  I. do  not 
feel  myself  bound  to  reconcile  with  his  argument. 

The  gentleman  has  expressed  his  extreme  mor- 
tification, on  looking  J  t  a  book  lately  published  in 
England,  in  which  the  writdr  states,  **  that  Great 

*  Britain  enjoys  a  more  profitable  trade  with  the 

*  United  States,  since  their  independence,  than 
'  when  they  were  colonies."  Sir,  this  would  not  be 
the  first  time  in  which  particular  and  detached  parts 
of  a  work  have  been  quoted,  in  support  of  particu- 
lar tenets  or  pre-cooceived  opinions,  if  such  were 
the  case  here;  which,  however,  I  will  not  beiiere 
was  de8igf>ed  in  this  instance.  But,  sir,  if  t he  gen- 
tleman had  read  the  whole  work,  in  my  opinion, 
he  would  have  found  stronger  grounds  for  exulta- 
tion and  national  pride,  than  for  '*  mortification." 
The  writer  has  endeavored  to  reconcile  the  Brit- 


ish nation  to  the  loss  of  the  colonies,  by  proving 
that  she  has  enjoyed  a  better  trade  with  us,  as  an 
independent  nation,  than  she  ever  did,  or  ever 
could  have  enjoyed,  if  these  United  Stales  had  re- 
mained British  colonies.  He  contrasts  our  pres- 
ent condition  with  that  of  the  colonies;  paints,  in 
glowing  colors,  our  prosperity ;  and  recommends 
the  entire  abandonment  of  the  colonial  policy,  and, 
that  Canada  should  become  also  independent, 
because  she  now  costs  the  mother  country  more 
than  she  is  worth. 

The  tarifi*  of  1816,  avowedly  supported  on  the 
same  principle,  of  givilig  a  spring  to  domestic  in- 
dustry, and  encouraffing  our  infant  manufactures, 
as  the  present  tariff  bill,  has  been  in  full  operation 
for  seven  years ;  and  if  the  picture  of  distress  so 
ably  drawn  by  the  gentleman,  be  a  fair  represen- 
tation/we  should  suppose  that  gentlemen  would 
'  be  more  disposed  to  anandon  it,  than  to  increase 
the  evils,  by  extending  this  system  of  American 
policy.  One  petition,  from  Delaware,  pon tains 
much  useful  instruction  on  this  subject:  '*The 
'  doties'oh  low  priced  cottons,  amounting  nearly  to 
'  prohibition,  have  created  such  competition  in  the 
'  manufacture  of  this  articfe,  it  cannot  be  manu- 
^  factured  to  a  profit ;"  ad^  tney  pray  Congress  to 
increase  the  duty  on  the  finer  cottons  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  turning  some  part  of  the  capital  now  em- 
ployed ,in  coarse  cottons,  t6  the  manufacture  of 
fine  cottons,  or  to  some  other  employment.  The 
dnly  answer  I  can  give  this,  is,  if  this  has  been  the 
effect  "  in  the  green  tree,  what  will  be  done  in  the 
dry  ?"  While  you  still  have  some  commerce  re- 
maining, and  these  coarse  cottons  find  their  way 
to  Soutn  America,  what  will  be  the  condition  of 
these,  and  all  other  manufactures,  when  your  com- 
merce is  destroyed  1 

Perhaps,  sir,  this  should  be  called  the  American 
policy.  It  is  the  policy  which  has  been  adopted 
in  our  country,  in  relation  to  banks,  which  by  this 
time  must  be  tolerably  well  understood  in  some 
parts  of  our  country.  You  now  pcopose  to  adopt 
the  same  policy  in  relation  to  manufactures.  Sir, 
in  my  opinion,  call  it  by  what  name  you  will,  it 
is  a  ruinous  policy. 

The  gentleman  tells  us  the  present  system  oper- 
ates unequally ;  some  portions  of  the  country  suf- 
fer greater  distress-  than  others.  ^  And  how  does 
he  propose  to  remedy  this  evil  1  By  making  the 
others  suffer  as  much !  Are  we  to  engage  in  the 
unprofitable  contest  which  can  do  the  other  most 
harm?  Would  it  not  be  better  to  adopt  a  liberal 
system  of  policy,  instead  of  further  restrictions, 
and  leave  industry,  enterprise,  and  capital,  free 
from  any  unnecessary  restraint?  Eacn  portion 
of  the  country  would  then  prosper  in  proportioa 
to  their  natural  advantages, and  their  industry  and 
economy. 

The  gentleman  has  endeavored  to  prove  that 
our  agriculture  and  commerce  are  languishing,  by 
a  paper  calculation,  showing  that  our  exports  nave 
not  increased  in  proportion  to ,  our  populatioi^ 
Such  a  calculation  is  as  deceptive  as  the  estimates 
of  the  "  balance  of  trade  against  us ;"  because  we 
sold  our  produce  in  a  foreign  market,  for  more 
than  it  cost  at  home,  which  was  much  relied  on 
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by  the  friends  of  a  former  tarifil  but  seems'now  to 
bie  abandoned.  If  the  labor  ot  one  man  is  capa- 
ble of  producing  sustenance  for  one  hundred,  does 
it  follow,  that  iTour  population  has  increased  ten- 
fold, that  the  foreign  demand  must  increase  in  th^ 
same  ratio? 

But,  sir,  we  have  been  told  that  our  commerce 
is  already  destroyed,  ami  therefore  this  bill  cannot 
injure  it.  But  does  your  receipts  from  imports 
prove  this  7  From  whence  do  you  derive  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  revenue  ?  It  is  true,  your  agri- 
culture and  your  commerce  languish,  even  more 
than  your  manufactures;  every  interest  is  ip  some 
degree  depressed;  and  what  is  the  cause?  It  is 
necessary  to  ascertain  the  true  cause  to  enable 

Jou  to  apply  the  proper  remedies.  Several  causes 
ave  combined  to  produce  this  result.  The  En- 
joyment of  the  whole  carrying  trade  for  the  belli- 
gerents of  Europe,  during  the  long  Continental 
war,  from  the  commencement  of  the  French  revo- 
lution until  the  jealousy'  of  Great  Britain  towards 
our  rising  commerce,  and  the  inveterate  ho^ility 
of  France  against  England,  produced  the  famous 
Orders  in'Council  and  French  decrees,  which  al- 
most swept  our  commerce  from  the  ocean,  and 
which  produced  on  our  part  the  adoption  of  the 
restrictive  system  of  embargo  and  non-intercourse, 
and  finally  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  had  in- 
due^d  our  citizens  to  engage  deeply  in  commerce. 
From  the  year  1790  to  1865,  this  country  enjoyed 
uninterrupted  prosperity;  perhaps  no  nation  on 
earth  ever  increased  so  rapidly  in  wealth;  our 
commerce  literally  covered  the  ocean,  and  odr 
flag  waved  over  every  sea.  Our  surplus  agricul- 
tural p>oducts  fodnd  a  ready  market,  and  industry 
received  a  rich  reward ;  we  feasted  and  fattened 
on  the  distresses  of  others. 

In  this  situation  the  war  of  1S12  found  usi  The 
immense  amount  of  capital  which  had  been  em- 
pipyed  in  commerce  readily  found  a  profitable  in- 
Testment  in  manufactures,  and  during  the  short 
period  of  war  received  a  profit  fully  equal  to  its 
previous  investment — the  enormous  price  of  our 
own  manufactures  lured  the  cupiditv  of  avarice 
to  vest  a  Urge  amount  of  capital  in  large  manu- 
facturing establishments.  The  sudden  and  unex- 
pected peace  of  1815  found  many  of  these  estab- 
lishments just  commencing;  extensive  and  very 
exi^nsive  building  had  been  erected;  and  the 
cost  of  machinerv  m  many  instances  had  absorbed 
the  whole  capital,  and  the  speculator  depended  on 
the  promised  proots,  in  a  very  short  period,  to  re- 
imburse the  expense  and  convert  this  temporary 
loan  into  active,  solid  capital ;  and  in  the  mean- 
time the  farmer  found  a  ready  market  for  his. pro- 
duce. But  the  peace  blasted  the  fond  hopes  of 
the  speculator  and  destroyed  the  home  market  for 
the  produce  of  the  agriculturist^ 

Under  these  circumstances,  strong  appeals  were 
made  to  Congress  for  relief;  and  the  tariff  of  1816 
was  the  remedy  prescribed  by  thevyisdom  of  Con- 
gress; it  had  its  effect  in  affording  a  temporary 
relief;  but  here,  sir,  in  my  humble  opinion,  com- 
menced the  error  in  our  system.  I  would  ask  the 
candid  attention  of  every  sound'  politician  to  this 
point:   If,  at  the  time  of  adopting  the  tariff  of 


1816,  the  internal  duties  had  been  continued  for 
one  year,  and  the  tariff  limited  to  two  years,  whe- 
ther many  of  the/present  evils  would  not  have 
been  avoided.?  Your  manufacture  had  been 
nursed  in  a  hot-bed ;  they  had  sprung  into  exist- 
ence as  if  by  magic ;  they  were  tender  plants,  and 
should  have  been  exposed  carefully  to  the  open 
air.  But  your  tariff  induced  further  investments, 
which  the  fate  of  this  country  and  the  state  of  the 
world  would  not  warrant;  but  thev  were  built  on 
your  tariff  alone,  and  you  stil)^  hold  out  further  in- 
ducements to  manufacturing  capital,  by  the  con* 
tinual  promise  of  further  legislative  aid,  while 
your  foreign  commerce,  and  of  course  your  agri- 
cultural interests,  i»  languishing  under  vour  re- 
strictive system;  and  with  yoQr  manufactaring 
interest,  iif  vou  pursue  this  American  policy,  wiU 
constantly  necome  more  and  more  embarrassed, 
as  you  increase  manufactures,  whilis  at  the  same 
time  you  are  gradually  destroying  their  market  by 
your  re:^tricti6ns  on  trade. 

Your  export  trade  was  much  diminished  by 
youf  tariff;  the  surplus  produce  of  your  agricul- 
ture perished  on  vour  hands^  or  sold  at  one-foarth 
of  its  former  Value;  individuals  were  in  debt; 
your  country  was  in  debt ;  and  the  general  dis- 
tress increased  rather  than  diminished,  under  yoor 
restrictive  system.  In  this  state  of  adversity,  yoa 
flew  to  remedies  poorly  calculated  to  afford  relief; 
you  incorporated  banks,  with  the  delusive  hope  of 
increasing  your  wealth  by  the  issue  of  a  flood  of 
paper  money,  without  renecting  that  the  mere  in- 
crease of  a  circulating  fnedium,  instead  of  increas- 
ing your  stock  of  wealth,  only  increased  your  dis- 
tress, by  raising  the  price  of  yoor  produce  in  yoor 
own  market  so  high  as  to  prevent  a  fair  competi- 
tion with  others  in  a  forei^  market^  and  while 
you  have  been  engaged  m  devising  ways  and 
means  to  restore  prosperity,  your  foreign  customers 
have  been  driven  to  other  sources  for  the  supply 
of  the  articles,  which  have  been  perishing  on  our 
hands,  and  which  would  have  found  a  ready  mar- 
ket, but  for  the  system  of jiolicy  to  which  you  bare 
resorted  in  vain  for  relief: 

During  the  three  years  succeeding  the  treaty  of 
peace,  your  agriculture  and  your  commerce  were 
at  the  lowest  state  of  depression,  while  ^our  man* 
ufactures  were  supported  by  a  contribution  levied 
on  these  great  interests  for  their  suppprt.  During 
the  last  mur  years,  manufacturers  have  felt  the 
evils  of  the  system  under  which  agriculture  and 
commerce  had  suffered  for  three  years,  under  the 
accumulated  pressure  of  hard  times  and  the  bur- 
dens imposed  on  them  to  sustain  the  .manufactur- 
ing interest,  but  still  more  by  the  influx  of  foreign 
goods  forced  through  your  auctions*  Yes,  sir,  by 
t^e  importation  of  fabrics  of  a  very  inferior  qual- 
ity— woollen  goods  manufactured  like  sheathing 
paper,  neither  spun  nor  wove,  but  merely  pasted 
together,  the  remnantis  of  old  garments,  picked 
up  and  manufactured  with  as  little  expense  as 
paper,  and  through  the  medium  of  your  auction 
Drought  into  competition  with  your  manufactures, 
subject  to  no  charges,  except,  perhaps,  a  small  ad 
valorem  duty  and  one  fourth  of  one  per  cent, 
commission  to  the  auctioneer.    In  this  way  the 
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foreign  manufacturer  bas  been  enabled  to  compete  ^ 
'vrich  your  American  manufactures,  and  almost 
entirely  destrov  the  manufactures  of  coarse  wool- 
len groods.  This  evil  may  easilf  be  remedied  by 
your  auction  bill  now  on  your  table^  and  by  the 
minimum  in  the  bill  now  under  consideration, ! 
'without  any  essential  injury  to  either  your  agri- 
culture or  your  commerce. 

Sut,  sir,  another  cause'of  embarrassment  begins 
to  be  felt,  and  is  complained  of  in  a  petition  Kom 
the  cotton  manufacturers  in  Delaware.  Competi- 
tion in  our  own  country,  in  the  article  of  coarse. 
cottons,  which  has  distressed  the  manufacturers; 
and  yet  you  propose  to  give  the  same  encourage- 
ment to  fine  cottons  and  other  manufactures, 
wluch  have  produced  this  evil,  and  which  exfie- 
rience  has  proved  injurious  to  coarse  cottons,  un- 
der your  prohibitory  duties.  Sir,  the  only  relief 
which  can  6e  afforded  in  this  eaie,  is  in  a  foreign 
market.  But  you  seem  determined  to  prevent  the 
export  to  a  foreign  market,  by  laying  such  duties 
on  ioiports  of  articles  which  do  not  affect  your 
o'wrn  manufactures,  a)B  will  inevitably  prevent  ex- 
ports; for  trade  cait  never  exist  but  in  an  ioter- 
change  of  eommodities.  Will*  yon  >  still  pnrsne 
this  iffnisfatfim  while  your  experience  shows  yon 
its  baneful  iefiects  ? 

The  gentleman  has  called  upon  us  to  look  at 
the  petitions  from  every  sebtion  of  the  country, 
and  view  the  picture  of  general  distress' drawn  up 
by  the  suffering  citizens.  •  Sir,  I  have  examined 
these  petitions,  and  haVe  sought.in  vain  for  the  pic- 
ture of  extreme  distress  which  his  warm  imagina- 
tion has  painted.  Theystate  coolly  and  distias- 
sionittely,  generally,  that  the  great  interests  or  the 
cottatry  are  depressed ;  that  industry  does  not  re- 
ceive the  same  liberal  rewards  as  in  former  times ; 
the  manufacturers  of  the  various  articles  of  wool, 
cotton,  iron,  hemp,  ^lass,  ^.,  have  stated  the 
biA-dens  and  the  pressure  upon  the  particular  arti- 
clesy  and  appeal  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to 
provide  soine  relief  if  prattieable.  -Bat,  sir,  if 
gentlemen  will  examine  these  petitions,  and  the 
sources  from  which  they  come,  they  will  find  that 
those  sections  of  our  country  which^  have  most 
manu&cturing  capital  make  the  least  cdmplaint. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  six  Eastern  Sutes,  which, 
by  the  return  of  the  amount  of  capital  intested, 
or  employed  in  manufactures  in  the  several  States, 
embraces  about  one-half  of  the  whole  amount 
employed  in  the  whole  country,  while  the  popur 
lation  of  these  States  comprises  about  one-sixth 
part  of  the  whole  population :  from  this  whole 
seotion  you  do  not  find  one-half  as  many  netitions 
as  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  or  one-roar th  as 
vaany  as  from  Pennsylvania^  Indeed,  yon  find 
about  as  maay  remonstrating  against  your  tariff 
bill,  as  of  those  who  have. appealed  to  your  wts- 
dom  for  relief,  and  very  probably  some  of  the 
same  pessons.  Afte^  seeing  the  bill — for  it  does 
not  appear  probable  that  Uiese  petitioners  ever 
expected  such  a  remedy  from  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress— where  do  you  find  a  memorial  praying 
Congress  to  impose  additional  duty  on  spirits  and 
molasses?  What  petition  can  be  found  among 
the  whole  nainber,  which  asks  you  to  change  the 
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great. '<  leading  policy,"  by  compelling  the  people 
to  change  their  occupations. ?  What  petition  calls 
on  Congress  to  sacrifice  either  agriculture  or  com- 
mence for  the  support  of  manufactures  1  Where 
is  the  petition  from  the  farmers,  which  asks  yoo 
to  impose  additional  duty  on  wheat?  On  hemp? 
On  flax  7  Or  even  on  wool  ?  I  believe  there  is 
one  which  asks  for  a  duty  on  potatoes.  But,  sir, 
I  understand  the  people  of  that  State  (Maine)  are 
not  piucb  IB  favor  of  your  tariff,  nor  anp  their 
Representatives  among  the  strong  supporters  of 
this  bill. 

I  ask  the  attentioh  of  the  House  to  the  bill 
itself.  Let  us  examine  its  provisions,  and  see 
whether  it  is  calculated  to  produce  the  effects 
contemplated  by  its  advocates.  It  proposes  a 
gradaal  increase  of  duty  on  manufactures  of 
wool ;  but,  in  the  next  place,  it  proposes  a  higher 
rate  of  duty  on  the ^  raw  material — on  the  wool 
itself.  This  would  operate  as  a  bounty  on  the 
foreign  manufacture,  but  for  the  minimum  value 
of  low-priced  cloths ;  in  fact,  it  will  operate 
against  the  manufacture  of  fine  cloth.  But  ttiis 
duty  on  wool  is  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  and 
the  consumerr  I  will  not  take  up  the  liibe  of  the 
House  in  enumerating  the  n^any  articles  speci- 
fied in  the  bill.  • 

The  next  article  I  shall  notice  is  lead.  On  this 
raw  material  yon  impose  a  tax  of  two  cents  per 
pound,  for  the  benefit  of  the  lead  mines  ^  and 
then  on  red  and  white  lead  manufactured  from 
this  raw  material,  four  cents  per  pound,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  manufacmrer. 

On  hemp  and  flax,  and  on  iron,. you  impose  a 
duty  in  favor  of  agriculture;  and  on  the  manu- 
faictnre  of  these  artioles  a  high  duty,  to  protect 
the  manufacturers.  But  here  you  seem  to  have 
forgotten  tii^  consumer — the  ship,  which  is  com* 
pelied  to-  bear  the  burden  of  these  double  taxes, 
without  any  possible  relief. 

On  mill  cranks  and  mill  irons,  four  cents,  per 
pound  !  I  would  ask  whether  this  rax  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the-  farmer,  or  *the  miller,  or  the  man 
who  eats  the  bread  ? 

On  almost  every  tool,  by  name,  used  by  the 
mechanics,  and  on  every  implement  used  by  the 
farmer — ploughs^  hoes,  scythes,  spades,  dec. — you^ 
impose  heavy  duties.  Are  these  for  the  eneour- 
acement  of  agriculture  or  the  mechanic  arts? 
I  ou  propose  even  to  tax  heavilj  the  cooking  uten- 
sils used  by  th6  poor^-^the  frying  pans — but  you 
have,  in  your  great  wisdom,  struck  out  gridirons 
and  griddles;  whether  because  these  are  more 
generally  in  use  among  the  rich,  we  have  not  been 
told. 

On  tallsw,  four  cents  per  •poand  t  This  is  lo 
make  fat  beef  and  a  good  market  for  all  the  whale 
oil  which  can  ever  be  collected.  But,  as  it  bears 
rather  heavily  on  the  tallow  chandler  and  soap 
boiler,  you  aUow  a  driiwback  on  soap  for  his 
relief; 

On  indigo,  alum,  vitriol,  copperas,  and  other 
articles  used  in  manufacture,  you  propose  a  tax. 
We  are  bound  to  believe  these  are  designed  for 
the  protection  and  encouragement  of  these  manu- 
factiu-es.. 
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In  Oommittee,  you  hid  on  moksses  100  per 
cent,  on  the  present  rate  of  duty.    Thus,. you  pro- 
posed a  heavy  tax  on  an  important  article  of  sub- 
sistence among  the  poor,  either  for  the  benefit  of 
that  small  part  of  our  country  where  molasseSi  is 
produced,  or  to  encourage  the  use  of  whiskey. 
But  the  House  has  rejected  iL    You  proposed  to 
prevent  the  export  of  grain^  and  convert  it  into 
whiskey !     You  prefer  whiskey,  which  pays  no 
duty,  to  rum,  on  which  a  heavy  duty  is  levied — 
even  when  a  small  portion  of  molasses  is  distilled. 
Strange  as  it  may  appear,  there  is  no  branch  of 
industry  so  well  protected,  or  so  much  encouraged 
by  your  tariff,  as  the  manufacture  of  whiskey — 
pernape  for  the  benefit  of  the  morals  of  the  peo- 
ple !^or  you  havey  by  increasing  the  duty  on  im- 
popted  spirits,  laid  a  large  bounty  on  whiskey,  at 
the  hazard  of  at  least  one-half  of  the  most  profitable 
commerce  of  the  country— I  mean  the  trade  with 
France,  Holland,  and  the  West  Indies — which 
afford  a  better  market  for  the  surplus  produce  of 
agriculture,  than  all  the  rest  of  the  world. 
•   Sir,  in  my  opinion^  your  bill,  like  the  Indian's 
description  ot  jnmcA,  is  made  up  of  contradictions. 
The  principles  contained  in  it  are  at  war  with  each 
other.    You  tax  the  implements  of  husbandry, 
and  all  the  mechanic  arts,  to  promote  industry ! 
You  tax  necessaries,  instead  of  luxuries  !    You 
tax  the  raw  material  and  the  dyestuffs  of  your 
manufactures  I    You  tax  one  man  to  support  an- 
other, and  tJiea  you  tax  the  other  to  support  him ! 
You  tax  indttstty !    You  tax  yourselves  to  sup- 
port yourselves  r    You  seem  determined  to  bear 
your  own  burdens,  and  will  not  consent  that  oth- 
ers, who  are  willing,  should  assist  you !    In  this 
way,  you  expect  to  grow  rich  and  become  inde- 
pendent ! 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  one  article  in  this 
bill,  to  which  my  attention  has  been  called,  par- 
ticularly, by  a  letter  lately  received,  and  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  I 
wifl  not  require  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
who  has  compared  himself  ^*  to  the  man  in  the 
almanac — stuck  full  of  sticks" — to  answer  this 
question;  for,  I  do  really  think,  he  has  had  a  hard 
time  of  iu  But  I  will  ask  the  gentleman  from 
New  YoHc,  {Mr.  Stosbs,)  who,  some*  time  since, 
in  oommittee,  declared:  "If  this  bill  would  not 
'  encourage  household  manufactures,  and  findem- 
'  ployment  for  our  wives  and  daughters,  he  would 
'  not  give  his  vole  in  its  favor."  I  ask  him  to 
show  the  House  what  encouraffement  is  provided, 
in  this  bill,  for  a  very  considerahle  domestic  hotise- 
hold  manufacture,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  will 
not  be  much  encouraged  by  building  up  large 
maoufacturing  establishments,  and  the  employ- 
ment of  foreigners  and  labor-saving  machinery. 
I  ask  the  indu%ence  of  the  House  while  I  read  a 
part  of  this  letter,  which  is  from  a  gentleman  of 
high  respectability  in  the  State  which  gave  birth 
to  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  ^to  seven  Senators  and  about 
twenty  members  of  the  present  Congress.  Not- 
withstanding her  interests  have  been  so  much 
neglected  in  the  present  bill,  perhaps  on  account 
of  the  small  space  she  occupies  on  the  map  of  the 


United  States ;  and,  notwithstanding  she  hj^  b^ 
fore  you  an  incorporated  manufactunng  capital  of 
^,440,000,  about  one-ninth  part  of  the  amount  io 
the  whole  Union,  while  her  population  comprises 
but  one-twenty-sixth  part ;  and  her  territory  boc 
a  still  less  proportion. 

Mr.  F.  h'ere  read  firom  the  letter— 

*<That  previous  to  the  tariff  of  1816,  100,000  j&Hi 
of  tow  cloth  were  annually  manafac|ured,  in  their 
families,  by  the  industrious  females  in  the  vicLni(j,fcr 
market,  at  from  twenty  to  twenty -five  bent«  per  yard. 
That  this  cloth  was  made  by  the  induatrioas  poor. 
That,  in  the  's|me  extent  of  country,'  the  last  yetr, 
not  fifteen  thousand  yards  were  made;  thit  theie 
females  are  now  oat  of  employ ;  ttiat  the  writer  hn 
had  applications,  within  the  last  two  years,  foremploj, 
by  these  femalos,  in  spinning  flax,  or  any  other  en* 
ployment,  for  from  fifty  to  eighty  cents  par  week. 
This  mabafacturA  gave  employ. to  many iodMtrion 
females,  whoj  by  thoir  own  ftabor*  wen  well  fsd  ad 
clothed,  and  confribated  asuch  to  aapport  their  &iii- 
Ilea." 

What,  sir,  let  me  ask,  do^  this  bill  propose,  in 
relation  to  this  subject?  A  dntv  of  three  cats 
per  pound  on  flax,  to  encourage  the  raising  of  tbe 
article!  to  aid  the  agriculturist !  while  the  use  of 
the  article  is  almost  eiitirely  superseded  by  the 
manuiactuiie  of  cotton.  Sir,  your  three  cent  duty 
on  the  imoortation  of  flax,  is  very  much  like  pro- 
hibiting tne  importation  of  •coal  to  Newctstle,  and 
it  is  much  to  be  feared  that  the  country  will  find 
its  fond  hopes  and  expectations  of  reliei  from  your 
tariff  a»  much  disappointed  ^  was  the  philoso- 
pher who  attempted  to  extract  sunbeams  from 
cucumbers^ 

Mr.  Speaker,  these  are  my  views  of  the  pro- 
posed tariff,  and  of  the  system  of  policy  which  is 
proposed  ibr  our  adoption.  I  stated,  on  a  formef 
occasion,  that' our  present  tariff  needed  revisipB; 
my  opinion  is  not  changed,  tbat-soch  a  judicioos 
revision  might  be  made  as  to  afford  suitable  aid 
to  mannftLCtures  Without  materially  iojnring  toy 
other  interest. 

You  have  built  up  some  manufactttnDg  estab- 
lishments by  yoQr  laws ;  they  call  on  yod  for  aid 
and  fot  protection.  It  is  your  dutv  to  prevent  any 
unfair  or  unequal  competition  ot  foreign  mtfiB* 
facture»  trith  Our  domestic  manuffteturea  in  our 
own  market.  This  may  be  effectually  done  by 
laying  a  heavy  duty  on  sales  at  aociion  of  foreiTQ 
manufacturee,  and  oy  the  present  ntnimaminibe 
bill.  Some  of  our  present  manuiaeturing  eslab- 
liahments  require  a  nirther  temporary  ^do<'°^ 
ment  to  put  them  in  successful  op^ratkio.  Tbn 
may  be  effected  by  a  moderate  iacrfease  of  duty  o& 
the  articles  whioh  directly  compete  with  tbeail^ 
our  own  market,  and  which  are  ioiported  frjn 
those  countries  witb  which  our  trade  his  heeii 
least  profitable ;  but  (heir  ultimate  success  imw 
depend  on  their  own  industry  and  eeonofif)  *^^ 
the  facilities  which  majr  be  affiirded  for  a  foreign 
market  by  means  of  a  free  and  active  eommerce, 
to  the  prosperity  of  which  they  will  easentiauy 
contribute,  with  suitable  encourageoieot 

I  cannot  believe  that  sound  poliej  wooldJW' 
tate  suoh  A  degree  of  enoouragemettt  to  mntiiae 
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Cares  in  this  ooa]itry,«s  to  iftvite  capital  from  other 
pursuita,  at  the  present  time.  Our  oountry  is  in 
Its  infancy;  oar  territory  too  extensive;  onr^pop- 
olat ion  not  sufficiently  dense ;  nor  the  raw  mate^. 
rials  of  the  rarious>  manttfactares  sufficiently 
plenty;  nor  labor  sufficiently  cheap;  nor  are  the 
habits  of  our  people,  nor  the  genius  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, calculated  for  a  large  and  extensive  man<- 
ufacturlng  people. 

Bat,  sir,  my  firm  belief  is  that  by  reducing  the 
present  rate  of  duties-on  the  importation  of  foreign 
articles,  which  do  not,  and  will  not^  compete 
with  our  own  manufactures,  so  as  sensibly  to  af- 
fect any  of  our  existing  establishments^  a  foreign 
zoarkec  might  now-  be  found  for  all  our  surplus 
produce,  and  more  life  and  vigor  restored  to  our 
industry,  than  by  all  the  legbtative  aid  which  we 
can  afford.  Reduce  the  duty  on  Madeira  Wiae, 
on  ardent  spirits,  on  su^ar  and  coffee,  the  prod- 
ucts of  those  countries  in  which  your  agriculHire 
finds  the  best  market,  so  as  not  to  prevent  Iheir 
importation  from  the  certainty  of  loss  to  the  im* 
porter,  and  yon  will  find  every  cent  whieh  you 
take  from  the  imported  article  added  with  inter- 
est and  a  handsome  profit  to  the  produce  of  vour 
farms,  and  the  export  of  youl'  surplus  produce. 
Your  commerce  will  flourish,  your  agriculture 
revive,  your  manufactures  recfeive  a  powerful 
stimulus,  yoilt  revenue  increase,  and  the  ^^  golden 
days  of  commercial  prosperity  "  will  soon  be  re- 
stored ;  not,  indeed,  to  the  fuU  extent  which  you 
enjoved,  when  you  monopolized  the  trade  of  the 
whole  civilized  world.  Commerce  b  a  common 
inheritance  of  all  nations,  and  in  times  of  general 
peace,  we  must  be  contented  with  our  full  share, 
which  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  our  citizens 
will  always  commandf  unless  they  are  prevented, 
by  the  restrictions  of  our  own  laws.  Gentlemen 
mistake,  if  they^ think  there  is  no  foreign  market 
for  our  produce.  I  .believe,  at  this  time,  the  price 
of  oar  produce  in  the  West  Indies  is  nearly  the 
same  as  in  the  days  of  our  greatest  prosperity;  but 
they  cannot  purchase  of  us,  unless  we  can  re- 
ceive their  produce  in  return,  and  this  we  cannot 
do  without  incurring  an  immense  loss,  in  conse^ 
quence  of  our  heavy  duties  onimports;  and  thus, 
the  only  market  for  our  agricultural. products  is 
tiansferred  to  others^  who  understand  their  inter- 
ests better.  Yon  give  4o  Canada  all  the  West 
India  trtfde,  and  the  rum,  on.  which  you  charge  a 
doty  of  foriy-six  cents  «  gallon,  when  imported 
by  yoor  own  eitiiens,  is  smuggled  into  the  united 
States,  aaid  jrou  not  only  lose  the  trade,  but>you 
lose  the  d«ty ;  you  eneonrage  smngglmg,  and  you 
do  not  much  improve  the  whiskey  raanufaeture, 
for  the  rum  will  eompete  with  it.  A  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  stated  that-  fwd  ia  Quebec,  I 
think,  costs  only  about  five  cents  more  than  your 
present  duty. 

B'lTf  I  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that  yoqr  tariff 
needs  a  judicious  revision,  and  that  such  a  revis- 
ion might  be  made  i  but,  I  cannot  say  the  present 
bill  provides  such  a  judicious  revision. 

When  Mr.  Foot  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Babbour  suggested  to*  the  mover  of  this 
amendnwat  to  modify  his  proposition,  by  moving 


first  to  strike  out  the  nioimuin,  and  then  to  in- 
crease the  ad  valorem  duty,  in  order  that  those 
who  were  opposed  to  the  miniihum,  might,  have 
an  op(K)rtunity  of  voting  so  ad  to  express  that 
opinion  without,  at  the  same  time,  voting  toiftise 
the  duty. 

Mr.  Rich  declined  thus  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Khbmbr,  Foot,  and  M^Doffib.  Mr.  Barbour 
then  declared  that,  as  the  gentlemen  from  Ver- 
mont had  refused  the  modification  requested,  be 
should  vote  against  the  amendment  to  strike  out 
and  insert,  and  if  the  question  on  that  amendment 
should  be  decided  in  the  negative,  a  mption 
would  then  be  in  order  simply  to  strike  out  the 
minimum. 

.  After  some  observations  bv  Mr.  Mercer;  the 
question- was  then  taken  on  Mr.  tliCH^s  Aiotion, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative-* 
yeas  103,  nays  97,  as  follows. 

YxAS — Messn.  Adams,  Alexander  v  of  Tennessee, 
Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Conoecticat,  Bartley, 
Blair,  Bradley,  Breck,  BroWn, Bucban^,  Buck,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Cook,  Crafts,  Culpeper, 
Purfee,  Dwight,  Baton,  Kddy,  Parrelly,  Findlaj, 
Forsyth,  Forward,  Fuller,  Gajtiay,  Harris,^  Harvey^ 
Hayden,  HemphiU,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Holcombs, 
Houston,  Isaisks,  Jenkins,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson, 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Little, 
Livermore,  McArthur,  McKean,  McKtm,  McLean  of 
Ohio,  MaHary,  Markley,  Marvin,  Matson,  MetcaUe, 
Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Mary- 
land, Moere  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Owen,  Patterson 
of  Pennsyhrania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Prince,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers, 
Rose,  8cott,  Sharpe,  fitbtey,  Sloane,  Arthur  Smith, 
Btandefer,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong, 
Taylor,  Test,  Tod,  Trimble,  *  Tyson,  Udree,  Van 
Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whit* 
tlesey.  White,  Wicklifib,  Williams  of  New  Y'ork, 
James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Al- 
len of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Brent,  Buckner,  Burleigh, 
Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina, 
Carter,  Cary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  OolUns,  Condict, 
Conner,  Craig,  Coshmaa,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dwinell, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ellis,  Floyd,  Foot  of 
Connecticat,  Foote  of  New  York,  Frost,  Garrison, 
Garnett,  Gatlin,  iSist,  Govan,  Garley,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Hajward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield, 
Living^n,  l#ocke.  Long,  LongfeUow,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Dttfli»,  McKee,  McLaoe  of  Delaware,'  Mangnm,  Mar* 
tindale,  Matliick,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale, 
Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  PInmer  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Pofaisett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rives,  Ross, 
Saunders,  Sandford,  William  Smith,  Sp^ght,  Spence, 
A  Steveneon,  J.  Stephenson,  Swan,  TaliafBrro,  Tatt- 
nall, Ten  Syck,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Thompson  of 
Kentucky,  Tomlinson,  Trscy,  Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Vanee  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van 
B^soelaec  WarfiekJ,  Williams  of  VirginU,  Williams 
of  North  Carolina,  and  WUson  of  South  Carolina.  . 

Mr.  Phiu^  p.  Barbour  than  moved  further  to 
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amend  the  said  bill,  by  strikiaff  out  tbe  following 
paragraph  of  the  first  section  thereof,  riz : 

<*  First  On  all  msnufsctorcrs  of  wool,  or  of  which 
wool  shall  be  a  componojit  part,  a  datj  of  thirty  per 
oentom  ad  valorem',  until  the  30th  day  of  June,  1826  ; 
and  after  thst  time,  a  duty  of  thirty- three  and  one- 
third  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1626 ;  and  after  thst  time,  a  duty  4>f  thirty-seven 
and  a  half  per  centum  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  Barbour  explained. 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment, it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  75, 
nays  134,  as  follows : 

Yx  AS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Philip  P.  Bsrbour,  Bassett, 
Breck,  Brent,  Buckner,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cam- 
breleng,  Csmpbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Culpeper,'Cushman,  Cuthbert, 
Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Forsyth, 
Fuller,  Oatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Hay  ward,'  Herrick,  Hooks,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Livingston, 
Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee, 
Mangum,  Mercer,  Neale,  Newton,  0*Brien,  Owen, 
Poinsett,  Randolph,  ^nkin,  Reynolds,  Rives,  Saun- 
ders, Sandford,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  A.Stevenson,  J.  Ste- 
phenson»  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance 
of  North  Csrolina,  Warfield,  Williams  of  New  York. 
Willisms  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina, 
and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

Nays— Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of 
Massschusetts,  Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecti- 
cut, Bartley,  BIsir,  Bradlej,  Brown, Buchanan,  Buck, 
Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy^  Clark,  Collins, 
Condict,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Crowninshield,  Day, 
Burfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Find- 
lay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gazlay, 
Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer, 
Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Isacks,  Jen- 
kins, Johbson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson^  F.  Johnson, 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Lsthrop,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Lin- 
coln, Litchfield,  Little,  Livermore,  MoArihur,  Mc- 
Kesn,  McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Msrtindale,  Msrvin,  Matlack, 
Matson,  Metcalfe^  MiUer,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania, 
Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan, 
Nelson,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Prince,  Reed,  Richards,  Rich, '  Rogers,  Rose,  Ross, 
Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Standefer,  Sterling, 
Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten 
Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlin- 
son,  Tracy,  Trimblet  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vinion,  Wayne,  Whip- 
ple, Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wicklif^  James 
Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Chip,  Wood, 
Woods,  and  Wright. 

Mr.  Conner  moved  further  to  amend  the  said 
bill,  by  striking  therefrom  the  following  item : 
'*  On  iron  in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manufactured  in 
"whole,  or  in  part,  by  rolling,  ninety  cents  per 
hundred  and  twelve  pounds  Weight." 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment, it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  81, 
nays  114,  as  follows: 

.  YzMB^Uman*  Alexattder  of  Virginlt,  AHeti  oi* 


Massaehasetu,  Allan  of  TenneMea,  Areher,  BsyJhi, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Brent,  Back,  Burleigh,  Caa- 
breleng,  Carapbell  of  South  Carolina,  Csry,  Clark, 
Cobb,  Conner,  Crowninshield,  Culpeper,  Cashoitn, 
Cuthbert,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, JPlojd, 
Foute  of  r<(ew  York,  Forsyth,  Fuller,  Garnett,  GtUift, 
Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Htyvard, 
Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Kidder,  Lee,  Leftarich,  Lin- 
coln, Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston,  Locke,  Loof- 
fellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee,  McKim,  Mtogooi, 
Mercer,  Moore  of  Alsbama,  Heale,  Nelson,  O'Brieo, 
Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Ru- 
dolph, Rankin,  Reed,  Rives,  Saunders,  Arthur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smith,  William  Smith,  'Spaight,  8p«oee, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  TtUoill, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  CaroUna,  Warfield,  Whipple,  Williams  of  New 
York,  Williams  ef  North  Carolina,  and  Wiliofl  of 
Sooth  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Aleraader  of  Tenneaec, 
AlHson,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Blair,  Bradley,  Brows, 
Buohanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Cassedy,  Cocke,, Collina,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cnig, 
Day,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  JBIIta,  Farrelly,  Findltj, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gsslay,  Har- 
ris, Hayden,  Hamphill,  Hdnry,  Herkimer,  Hogsboon, 
Holcombe,  Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kramer,  Lttbrap, 
Lawrence,  Letcher,  Little,  McArthur,  Mc{[eao,  Mo-  ^ 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallsry  MarkJej, 
Martindsle,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mil- 
ler, Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Miuhell  of  Marjlaad, 
Moore  of  Kentucky^  Morgan,  Newton,  Patterson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  PcnnKjl- 
vsnia.  Prince,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogeri,Roie, 
Ross.  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Sloane, 8unde- 
fer.  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan, 
Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentocky, 
Tod,  TomlinsoB,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree. 
Vanee  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rsoi- 
selaer.  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  WhU- 
tiesey.  White,  Wicklifie,  Williams  of  Vinrinia,  Jamei 
WilfOD,  Henry  Wilson,  WJlM>tt  «f  OhM,  Wood, 
Woodff,  and  Wright. 

In  the  second  paragraph  of  the  first  section  of 
the  said  bill,  is  tbe  following  proriso : 

•«  Provided,  That  all  cotton  cloths,  whatsoew,  w 
cloths  of  which  cotton  shall  be  a  component  material, 
excepting  nankeens  imported  directi)  from  Chioi, 
the  original  cost  of  ^hich  at  the  place  whence  import- 
ed, with  tbe  addition  4»f  twenty  per  centum  if  iflipwted 
frvm  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  any  plaos  beyosd  it; 
and  of  ten  per  centum  if  importsid  from  any  olhar 
place,  shall  M  less  than  thirty-five  MUta  persqoaft 
yard,  shall,  with  aoch  addition,  be  taken  and  deeiBi^ 
te  have  cost  thir^-five  cento  per  square  ysrdf  •^ 
shall  be  charged  with  duty  aoooidingly*" 

Mr.  Isacks  moved  to  amend  thi^  proriso,  bf 
striking  out  the  words  "  Unrty-fiFe,"  and  loiert- 
ing  "  twenty-five."  .    ^, 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  toieoo- 
ment,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative— yes«w> 
nays  115,  As  follows : 

Yb  AS-^Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Mei- 

ander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  ot   Tennessee,  AtcSCT, 

,P.  P.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Blair,  Breck,  Brent,  Boctw'» 

Burton,  Cambreleng,  CamplieU  of  8<m(h  <^^^r* 

Cartw,  Oary,  Cobb,  Oacke,  Conner,  Oolp^i»  l/«»- 
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mftD,  Cnihb«rt,  Day,  Dwm«II,E(lwsrdft  of  North  Car- 
olinft,  Fl6yd,  Fomytb,  Frost,  Faller,^GarDett,  Gatlip, 
Oist,  Govao,  Go^lej,  Hall,  Hamiltoo,  Hay  ward;  Her- 
rick,  Hobart,  Hooka, .  Houaton,  Jsacka,  Kent,  Jjee, 
Lcftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livingston,  Locke, 
Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee,  Man* 
gum,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabtma,  Neale,  Kelson,  O'- 
Brien,. Owen,  Plumet  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett, 
Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rieynolds,  Rives,  Saanders, 
Sandford,  Arthur' Smith,  Alexander  Bmyth,  William 
Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,  A.  Btevenson,  J. 
Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Geor- 
gia, Tacker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  'Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, Wilfiama  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of 
South  Carolina. 

N^ra — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Al- 
lison, Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Brad- 
ley, Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Burleigh,  Cady^  Cam'p«» 
bell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook, 
Crsfta,  Craig,  CroWninshield,  Duifee,  Dwight,  £aton, 
Eddy,  Ellis,  FariVlly,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut, 
Foote  of  New  York,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gazlay,  Har- 
ris, Harvey,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Her^ry,  Herkimer, 
Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virgiaiar 
J.  T.  Johnson,  F.> Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lathrop, 
Lawrence,  Letcher,  Little,  Live/more,  McArthur,  Mc- 
Kean,  McKiin',  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
OhiOfMallary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack, 
Hataon,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania, 
Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan, 
Newton,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Richards,  Rich, 
Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  -Scott,  Sharpe,  ^ibtey,  Sloane, 
Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan, 
Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky, 
Tod,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vanee  of 
Ohio,  Vab  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne, 
Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wickliffe, 
Williams  of  New  York,  'James  Wilsop,  Henry  Wil- 
son, Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright 

Mr.  Crowninshieu)  then  moved  further  to 
amend  the  said  bill,  by  eraeiog  therefrom  the  fol- 
lowing clause : 

**  Third.'^Oi^  wool,  unmanufactured,  a  duty  of  20 
^r  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  1st  day  of  June, 
1835 ;  afterwards,  a  duty  of  26  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem, until  the  1st  of  June,   1826;  afterwards,  a  duty 
of  30  per  centum,  until  1st  of  June,  1^%!  ;  afterwards, 
a  duty  of  85  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  lit  of 
June,  1828;  afterwards,  a v duty  of  40  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  until  the  1st  Juoe»  1820;  afterwards,  a  duty 
of  45  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  1st  June,  1830; 
and,  after  that  time,  a  duty  of  50  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem :   Prwidedy  That  all  wool,  the  actual  value  of 
which,  at  tha  place  whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed 
ten  cents  per  povnd»  shall*  be  charged  with  a  duty  of 
fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem,  and  no  mor«." 

And,  on  thre  question  to  agree  to  this  amend* 
ment,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative— -yeas  74, 
nays  129,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Ar* 
dier,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bradley,  Breck, 
Brent,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Oaso- 
lina.  Carter,  Cary,  Ctibb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Crownin- 
ahield,  Culpepcr,  Cnshman,  Cuthbert,  Dwight,  £d- 
warda  of  North  Parolina,  Floyd,  Forsyth,  Fuller, 
Gametty  Gatiio,  Gist,  Govan,  Gorley,  HaU,  Hamilton, 


Hay  ward,  Herrick,  Hooks,  Kent,  Leftwicb,  Livingston) 
Locke,  Long,  McDuffie,  McKee,  McLane  of  Dela* 
ware,  Mangum,' Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale, 
NeI«on,  Newton,  Owen,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin, 
Reed«  Rives,  daunders,  Sandford,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith,  Spaight,  A.  Ste- 
venson, J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thomf^- 
son  of  Georgia,  Tacker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Warfield,  Williams  of  New  York,  IVilliams 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Alleii  of  Tennessee,  Allison, 
Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Blair,  Brown,  Buch- 
anan, Buck,  Buckner,  Burleigh,  Cady,  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Craig,  Day,  Durfee,  Dwinell,  Eaton,  Eddy,  |:ilis» 
Farrelly,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Tooio  of  New 
York,*  Forward,  Frost,  Garrison,  Gaalay,  Harris,  Har- 
vey, Jiayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom*, 
Holcombe,  Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer, 
Latbrop,  Lawrence,  Leo,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Litchfield, 
Little,  Livermore,  Longfellow,  McArthur,  McCoy, 
M'cKean,  McKim,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Mark- 
ley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe, 
Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvanis,  Mitchell  of  Mary- 
land, Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  O'Brien,  Patter- 
son of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of 
New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince, 
Reynolds,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  Sce'tt, 
Sharpe,  Sloane,  Spenpe,  dtandefer,  Sterling,  Stewart^ 
Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck, 
Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tra- 
cy, "Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina, 
Vance  of  Ohio,  Va»  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  VioCon, 
Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittles^y^  White, 
Wickliffe,  Williams  of  Virginia,  James  Wilson,  Hen- 
rt  Wilson/  WUson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and 
Wright. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  insert, 
lifter  the  180th  line,  the  following :  "  On  brown 
sugar  two  cents  per  pound,  and  on  white  or  clayed 
sugar  three  cents  per  pound." 

A  debate  took  place,  in  wi\ich  Messrs.  Allbn, 
Brent,  Ross,  Wickliffe,  Cook,  Livingston, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  and  KANnoLPH,»  took 
part. 

Mr.  Ranbolph  said  that  if  the  House  would 
lend  him  its  attention  for  five  minutes,  he  thought 
he  could  demonstrate  that  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  in  favor  of  the  in- 
creased duty  on  brown  sugar,  was  one  of  the  most 
suicidal  arguments  that  ever  reared  its  spectral 
front  in  a  deliberative  assembly. 

The  gentleman  objects  to  reducing  the  duty  on 
sugar,  because  it  will  diminish  the  revenue,  which 
he  says  we  cannot  dispense  with — and. yet  he* 
wishes  to  continue  it  as  a  bounty  of  three  dollars 
per  one  hundred  pounds,  (not  the  long  hundred  of 
112  lbs.,)  until  the  sugar  planting  and  sugar  manu- 
facture should  be  extended,  so  as  to  supply  the 
whole  demand  of  our  consumption.  Then,  what 
becomes  of  the  revenue  from  sugar  that  we  can- 
not dispense  with  ?  This  is  what  I  call  a  suicidal 
argument — jt  destroys  itself. 

Hut,  we  must  not  reduce  the  duty  to  what  it 
stood  at,  only  eight  years  ago,  because  it  wUl  in- 
jure the  sale  of  the  public  lands.    Yes,  sir,  th« 
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public  landK !  for  which,  sold  or  unsold^  we  neTer  | 
get  paid.  The  geDtieman  would  persuade  us  that 
we  are  under  obligation  to  such  piurchasers  as 
bought  the  sugar  lands  under  the  existing  dutv — : 
and  how  many  sugar  estates  have  been  established 
on  lands  bought  of  the  public — and  since  the  year 
1816,  tpo?  Sir,  this  argument  of  obligation  to 
tax  ourselves,  for  the  profit  of  these  overgrown 
«  sugar  planters,  will  not  hold  water.  It  will  not 
even  liold  cotton. — [Mr.  Ton's  reiterated,  dmh 
tions  to  enhance  the  tax  on  cotton  bagging,  had 
just  succeeded  by  the  Speaker's  casting  vote.] 
We  are  not  to  reduce  the  duty  on  sugar  for  fear 
of  injuring  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  for  which, 
although  we  may  obtain  nominal  payment,  we 
shall  never  receive  one  penny. 

[Mr.  McLane,  at  the  commencement  of  his  re- 
^ply,  appearing  to  be  much  irritated^  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph rose  and  assured  him  that  he  intended  not 
tke  slightest  personal  disrespect  or  offence — but 
Mr.  McLane  went  on  to  say  th^t  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  displayed  a  good  head — but  he 
would  not  adcept  that  gentleman's  head,  to  be  ob- 
liged to  have  his  heart  along  with  it.] 

Mr.  Randolph  replied. 

It  costs  me  nothing,  sir,  to  say  that  I  vei:y  much 
regret  that  the  zeal  which  I  have  not  only  felt  but 
cherished,  on  the  subject  of  laying  ta^es  in  a 
manner  which,  in  my  judgment,  is  inconsistent, 
not  merely  wit^  the  spirit,  but  the  very  letnsr  of 
the  Constitution — should  have  given  to  my  re- 
■  marks,  on  this  subject;  a  pungency  which  has 
rendered  them  disagreeable,  and  even  offensive  to 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware.  For  that  gentle- 
man I  have  never  expressed  any  other  sentiment 
but  respect-^I  have  never  uttered,  or  entertained, 
an  unkind  feeling  towards  that  gentleman,  either 
in  this  House  or  elsewhere — nor  do  I  now  feel 
any  such  sentiment  towards  him — I  never  pressed 
my  regard  upon  him — I  press  it  upon  no  man. 
He  appears  to  have  considered  my  remarks  as 
having  a  personal  application  to  himself.  I  cer- 
tainly did  not  intena  to  give  them  that  direction, 
and  1  think  that  my  prompt  disclaimer  of  any 
suoh  intention  ought  to  have  disarmed  his  resent- 
ment, however  justly  it  may  have  been  excited. 
He  has  been  pleased,  sir,  to  say  something  which, 
no  doubt,  he  thinks  very  severe,  about  my  head 
and  my  heart. 

How  easy,  sir,  would  it  be  for  me  to  reverse  the* 

gentleman's  proposition,  and  to  retort  upon  him, 
lat  I  would  not,  in  return,  take  that  gentleman's 
heart,  however  good  it  may  be,  if  obliged  to  take 
such  a  head  into  the  bargain. 

But,  sir,  1  do  not  think  this— I  never  thought 
it — and,  therefore,  I  cannot  be  so  ungenerous  as  to 
say  it :  for,  Mr.  Speaker,  Who  made  me  a  searcher 
of  hearts?— of  the  heart  of  a  fellow  man,  a  fellow 
sinner?  Sir,  this  is  an  awful  subject!  better 
suited  to  Friday  or  Sunday  next,  (Good  Friday 
and  Easter  Sunday,)  two  of  the  most  solemn 
days  in  the  Christian  calendar — when  I  hope  we 
shall  all  consider  it,  and  lay  it.  to  heart  as  we 
ought  to  do. 

fiut,  sir,  I  must  still  maintain  that  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  Is  stiicidal^he  has  fairly  worked 


the  equation,  and  one  half  of  his  argument  is  a 
complete  and  conclusive  answer  to  the  other. 
And,  sir,  if  I  should  ever  be  so  unfortunate  as, 
through  inadvertence,  or  the  heat  of  debate,  to 
fall  into  such  an  error,  I  should,  so  far  from  being 
offended,  feel  myself  under  obligation  to  any  gen- 
tleman who  would  expose  its  fallacy,  even  bjr 
ridicule — as  fair  a  weapon  as  any  in  the  whole 
Parliamentary  armory.  I  shall  not  go  so  far  as 
to  maintain,  wi.th  my  Lord  Shaftesbury,, that  it  if 
the  unerring  test  of  truth,  whatever  it  may  be  of 
tempcr^-^fout  if  it  be  proscribed  as  a  weapon  as 
unfair  as  it  is  confessedly  powerful,  what  shall 
we  say  (I  put  it,  sir,  to  you,  and  to  tl^e  House)  to 
the  poisoned  arrow  1 — to  the  toftiahawk  and  the 
scalping  knife  ?  Could  the  most  unsparinjE  we  of 
ridicule  justify  a  resort  to  these  weapons?  Was 
this  a  reason  that  the  gentleman  ^ould  sit  in 
judgment  on  my  heart? — ye&y  sir,  ihy  heart-- 
which  the  gentleman,  (whatever  he  may  say,)  ia 
his  heart,  thieves  to  oe  a  frank  heart,  as  I  trust  it 
is  a  brave  heart  Sir,  I  dismiss  the  gentleman  to 
his  self-complacency — let  him  go — ^yes,  sir,  let 
him  j;o— And  thank  bis  God  that  he  is  not  as  ihii 
Publican. 

A  motion  to  adjourn. was  now  made,  and  d^ 
cided  in  the  negative — ayes  89,  noes  99. 

Ad^  then  the  question  on  Mr.  Allen's  motioa 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows:  Yeas  89,  nays  102. 

Y£jL8 — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexancler  of  Viipnia,  AI- 
lon  of  Massachusetts^  Allen  of  Tennessee,  P.  P.  Btr- 
bour,  BrowDv  Buckner,  Burton,  Cady,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Cary,  Qobb,  Conner, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Colpeber,  Cqshmaa,  I)winell»  Bdwsrdi 
of  North  Carolina,  Flojd«  I^ootof  Connecticut,  Foote 
of  New  York,  Gist,  Govan,  Uall^  Hamilton,  Hsrvej, 
Hayward,  Henry>  Herrick,  Hooks,  Houston,  Kcot, 
Lathrep,  Loe^  Letcher,  Little,  Livermore,  Longfellow, 
McArthur,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKim,  Mangam.Mar- 
tindale,  Matlack,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell 
of  Maryland,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newtoo,  O'firieo, 
Plumer  of  New  Hampehire,  Randolph,  Beynoldi, 
Rich,  Rosa,  Saunders,  Scott,  Sibley,  Arthur  Sm\^, 
Alexander  Smyth,  Spaigbt,  SpeDce,  Sterling,  Andrew 
Stevenson,  J.  Stepbanscai,  Stoddardt  Stroj^g^  TaJi- 
a&no,  Tattnall,  Thompw>n  of  Qsorgia,  TomlioeoD, 
Traey,  Trimb]e«Tuck«r  of  Virginia*  Tucker  of  Sooth 
Carolina,  Udree,  Whitman,  WhitUesey,  White,  Wick* 
lifia,  WUIiama  of  New  York,  WUUams  of  Virginii« 
WUUaina.  of  N6rth  Carotina,  and  Wilson  of  ^tb 
Carolina. 

Nats— Masan.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Ten.,  Ailiioo, 
Archer,  Baylias,  Barber^f  Coo.,  BarCley,  Baseetti  BIau, 
•Brentr  Buchanan,  Bacsk,  Buriaigh,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Oasaedy ,  Co^  Coltins,  Condiot,  Craig,Crownio>hieU, 
Cuthbert,  Day,  Durfee,  Dwigbt,  £atooi  Eddy,  Blwi 
Farrelly,  Pindlay,  FJorsyth,  Forward,  Frost,  FulJer, 
Garrison,  Garnett,  Oitlin,  Gazlay,  Gurley,  Ham«» 
Haydon,  Hemphill,  Hobart,  Holconibe,'l8ackfi,  John- 
Bon  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Knmtt, 
Lawrenoe,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  LivingitoDr 
Locke,  Long,  McKe^  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLein 
of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Marvin,  Mitchell  of  P*""' 
•ylvania,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Alib»m«» 
Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsytvania,  Pattewoa  ofom 
Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Poinsett,  Prince*  KaDliu>» 
Richards,  Rives,   Rog«n,   Rose,   Sandieid,   Bhttf^ 
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Sloane,  Williun  Smith,  Standkler,  Stewart,  StorM, 
Swan,  TajTlor,  Ten  Bjdl,  Test,  Thompson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Tody  Vance  o]f  North  Caroliiia,  Vance  of  Ohio, 
Van  Reneselaer,  Van  Wjck,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Wayne, 
Whipple,  Jamea  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of 
Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

So,  the  motion  'was  rejected, 

Mr.  Long  then  mored  \o  amend  ihe  bill,  by  re- 
ducing .  the  daty  on  bolting'  cloths,  from  fifteen 
per  cent,  ad  vararem  to  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
And  the  question  thereon  bemg  stated,  the  House 
adjourned. 


on 


the 
the 


Tx7B8DAY,  April  J 3., 

Mr.  WfiBSTEB,  from  the  Committee 
Judiciary,  to  which  w;as  referred  bills  from 
Senate,  ot  the  foUowiog  titles,  viz : 

1st.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  security  of  public 
money  in  the  hands  of  clerks  of  court^  attorneys, 
and  Hiarshals,and  their  deputies; 
2d.  An  act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt ; 
3d.  An  act  ■  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  %ct,  entitled  *Aa 
act  iox  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt ;" 

4th.  An  act  to  cuange  the  terms  of  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  terms  of  the  circuit 
court  in  Kentucky ; 

5th.  An  act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  Beniamia  Lincoln,  and  others;  re- 
ported the  said  bills,  severally,  without  amend- 
ment.   When  it  was 

Ordendf  That  the  first  apd  second  of  the  said 
bills  be  coiptnitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whode 
House  to-morrow ;  that  the  third  and  fourth  of 
the  said  bills  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow;  and 
that  the  fifth  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  .on  the  Pub< 
lie  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  *^A^  act  to  enable  the  holders  of 
French,  British,  and  Spanfsh  titles  to  lands  within 
that  part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  situated  to  the 
east  of' 'the  river  Mississippi,*  and  Island  of  New 
Orleans,  which  havejiot  been  recognised  as  valid 
by  the  Uovemment  of  the  .United  States,  to  insti- 
tute proceedings  to  try  the'  validity  thereof,''  re- 
ported the  same  with-  amendments ;  and  the  bill 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  which  is  committed  -  the  bill  of  this 
House,  granting  pre-emption  rights  to  certain 
selileFS  in  the  district  of  Jackson  Courthouse. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  to  which  was  refer- 
red, yesterday,  a  message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  relating  to  a  chiim  of  the  State 
of  Virginia,  for  •  interest  on  money  advanced  for 
militia  service,  daring  the  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, were  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  Expen- 
ditures on  the  Public  Buildings,  made  a  report  in 
relation  to  the  application  and  expenditure  of  mo- 
neys appropriated  for  the  public  buildings ;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  commu- 
nication from  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 


mitting three  statements  in  relation  to  the  amount 
and  disposition  of  the  two  and  three  per  cent, 
funds,  arising  from  the  sale  of  public  lands ;  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House ; 
,  which  Communication  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  CocKB  laid  the  folloT^ing  resolution  on  the 
table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz :     ' 

Resohtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House  what  amount  of 
money  has  been  refunded  to  the  Government  by  the 
several  prize  agents,  since  the  Ut  day  of  March,  1823, 
desicfnating  the  amount  paid  by  each  agent,  and  when 
paid  ;  what  legal  proceedings  have  been  instituted 
against  each  delinquent  agent,  when  instituted,  and 
the  present  state  of  said  proceedings ;  an4  whether 
the  provisions  of  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress, 
approved  Mareh  8,  1828,  have  been  enforced  in  all 


cases. 


On  motion  of  Mir.  John  S.  Barbour,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afibirs  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  odaking  further  pro- 
vision, by-  law,  for  the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow 
and  Richard  Harris,  and -their  securities. 

The  resolution  yesterday  laid  on  the  table  by 
Mr.  CoNNBR,  (falling  for  information  Of  the  expen- 
diture of  certain  appropriations  for  improving 
the  President's  Square,  dbc,  was  taken  up,  and 
agreed  to. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

.The  House  then  passed  to  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  which  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Long,  to  reduc.e  the  duty  on  bolting  cloths  from 
fifteen  to  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The  ques- 
tion being -taken,  the  proposed  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  MooRE,  of  Alabama,  then  .moved  tl^e  pre- 
vious question  on  the  bill,  (which  precludes  all 
'  fbrther  amendment  as  well  as. debate.)    The  cs^Il 
was.  not  sustained  by  the  requisite  number  of 
members. 

Mr.  Ton  nroposed,  as  an  aniendment,  to  add 
to  the  clause  laying  a  duty  on  cottpn  baggine,  the 
following  words :  "  until  the  30th  day  of  June. 
1825,  and,  afterwards,  a  duty  uf  five  and  a  halt 
cents  per  square  yard,"  the  object  beinff  to  lay  on 
this  article  a  duty  oi  four  and  a  haLf  cents  per 
yard  until  the  30th  June,  1825,  and,  after  that 
date,  of  five  apd  a  half  cents  per  square  yard. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  then  moved 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  ^he  bill. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Letcher,  of  Kentucky, 
a  call  of  the  House  was  ordered — ayes  127. 

The  call  having  been  ordered,  and  the  Clerk 
proceeding  to  call  the  absentees,  the  further  pro- 
ceedings in  the  call  were  suspended. 

The  question  recurring  on  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, 

Mr.  GovAN,  of  South  Carolina  said,  that,  after 
the  very  able  view  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
opponents  of  this  measure,  who  had  preceded  hin^ 
in  the  discussion,  he  should  not  attemot  a  detailed 
exposition  of  the  grounds  which  would  influence 
his  vote ;  because,  in  so  doing,  said  he,  I  am  well 
convinced  I  shall  be  compelled  to  use  many  of  the 
arguments  of  my  friends,  which  have  been  ex- 
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pressed  in  a  much  more  forcible  manner  than  I 
should  be  capable  of  expressing  them.  I  hope, 
sir,  the  magnitude  of  the  sabject,  the  great  inter- 
est-which  our  country  must  feel  in  the  discussion, 
is  a  sufficient  excuse  for  me  to  trespass,' but  a  few 
moments',  on  the  patience  of  the  House.  The 
tendency  of  the  measure  now  before  us,  and  which, 
I  hope  to  God,  will  not  be  adopted  by  the  Com- 
mittee, I  view  as  one  of  jhe  most  dangerous 
schemes  to  the  interest  of  this  happy  and  prosper- 
ous nation  that  ever  could  have  been  conjured  up 
by  the  imagination  of  man.  But,  sir,  the  ten- 
dency of  it  will  be  lamentable  in  the  extreme  to- 
the  great  interest  of  that  section  of  ^country  from 
which  1  come. 

I  look  upon  this  question,  sir,  as  pregnant  with 
the  most  dangerous  consequencjcs  of  any  that  has 
been  agitated  on  this  floor  since  the  establishment 
of  our  Constitution.  I  regret,  sir,  to  see  any  mea- 
sure introduced  here,  which  is,  in  any  way,  cal- 
culated to  exoite  sectional  feeling  and  create  dan- 
gerous jealousies.  I  shall  regret  much  to  see  one 
section  of  the  Union  arrayed  against  the  other, 
but  such,  I  fear,  will  be  the  effect  of  the  bill  now 
before  the  Committee.  Gentlemen  are  certainly 
not  aware  that  they  are  about  to  introduce  into 
our  country  a  system  which  strikes  at  the  very 
root  of  civil  society,  and  is  calculated  to  change 
the  character  and  feelings  of  our  population.  iMo 
one  will  deny  but  that  the  character  of  a  popula- 
tion depends,  in  a  great  measure,  on  the  pursuits 
and  pccupations  of  civilized  man.  The  effects  of 
this  measure  will  be  to  introduce  into  our  country 
a  system  which  is  calculated  to  change  this  na- 
tion from  an  agHcultural  to  a  ibanufacturing  peo- 
ple. Instead  of  breathing  that  pure  and  whole- 
some'atmosphere  which  nature  intended  us  to 
enjoy;  in  the  delightful  cultivation  of  our  fields, 
and  in  pursuit  of  those  avocations  which  are  the 
delight  and  boast  of  every 'American,  we  are  to 
shut  our  population  up  in  a  miserable  factory,  as 
it  were  in  prison,  entailing  upon  this  nation  one 
of  th^  most  pernicious  evils  that  could  be  inflicted 
on  human  i»ociety.  Can  there  be  any  compari- 
son, sir,  of  a  population  reared  in  the  confined 
apartments  of  a  factory,  where  they  are  doomed 
to  wast^  their  free  spirits  on  looms  and  shuttles, 
to  that  which  is  reared  in  the  delightful  pursuits  of 
agriculture,  which  gives  strength  to  the  arm,  ele- 
vation to  the  soul,  and  independence  to  the  pro- 
fession ?  The  effect  of  the  bill  noW  before  us 
will,  I  fear,  be  quite  different  from  that  which  is 
anticipated  by  the  advocates  of  it.  It  will  intro- 
duce among  this  sober,  happy,  and  industrious 
people,  a  spirit  of  division,  disunion,  and  discon- 
tent, will  diminish  the  patriotisni  of  our  citizens, 
and  corrupt  the  ftiorafs  of  our  people.  No  one 
who  is  acquainted  with  the  progress  of  manufac- 
tures will  den)[  but  that  the  labor  in  them  is. cal- 
culated to  diminish  the  strength  and  resources  of 
a  nation.,  Small  children  ire  generally  employed 
in. these  factories^  entirely  under  the  control  and 
influence  of  their  parents,  who  are  'driven  fre- 
quently by  necessity  and  the  prospect  of  gain, 
without  taking  into  consideration  the  serious  evils 
they  are  about  to  inflict  on  their  families.    The 


employment  of  persons  of  such  a  tender  age,  in 
these  continued  and  sedentary  habit^'  prevents 
population  from  attaining  that  size  which  thej 
would  were  they  employed  in  agricultural  par- 
suits.  Many  melancholy  instances  may  be  cited 
of  the  dreadful  effects  of  the  indaence  of  this  sys- 
tem in  Europe,  but  more  particularly  in  Snglaod. 
We  are  told  by  Mr.  Peel,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished men  of  the  House  of  Commons,  that  the 
effects  of  this  system  on  the  popoietion  of  one  of 
the  most  healthy  and  flourishing  towns  in  Eng- 
land, has  been  truly  lamentable.  He  says,  that 
the  town  of  Manchester,  which  is  now  one  of  the 
most  manufacturing  towns  in  England,  which 
used  to  furnish  numerous  and  healthy  recruits  for 
the  Army,  by  the  dreadful  effects  of  this  system, 
was  rendered  wholly  unpro/ductive  in  that  respect. 
In  the  manufactures  of  a  new  and  unsettled  conn- 
try,  it  appears  to  me,  above  all  others,  to  be  the 
most  uncertain  plaee  to  invest  capital,  if  the  cap- 
italist anticipates  an  immense  profit  in  the  com- 
mencement of  his  business.  It  reqi:ure8  great 
skilly  and  persevering  industry^  before  they  can 
give  profit.  The  ha  nits  of  the  people  must  un- 
dergo a  complete  change  before  they  can  attain 
any  degree  of  perfection.  It  is. impossible,  in  the 
very  nature  of  things,  Co  suppose  they  can  be 
speedily  sucpessSul  in  a  country  like  ours,aboood- 
ing  in  extensive  forests  and  untamed  laatts;  and 
when  recourse  is  had  to  prohibitions,  premiums, 
and  such  like  forced  systems  of  monopoly,  to  en- 
courage the  prosperity  of  a  country,  there  is  al* 
ways  great  reason  to  fear  a  mistake  has  been 
committed. 

No  nation  in  the  'world  has  advanced  lAore 
rapidly  to  prosperity  and  wealth  thaa  the  United 
States,  unassisted  by  the  advantages  of  conquest, 
but  by  the  development  and  natural  growth  of 
her  own  resources.    There  is  no  nation  under  the 
sun  where  capital  increases  more  rapidly,  and  the 
advantages  oi  industry  greater;  and  we  shall  stiJl 
continue  to  grow  9nd  prosper,  unless  a  check  is 
given  to  us  by  improper  and  imprudent  legislation. 
To.be  sure  we  have  experienced  a  momentary 
check  to  our  prosperity,  but  which  has  grown  oat 
of  a  state  of  things  partly  beyond  our  control,  and 
partly  bv  our  own  imprudence  in  legislation.  The 
nominal  price  of  property  may  change,>our  cur- 
rency may  depreciate,  but  a  country  possessing  w 
many  nhtural  advantages,  of  soil  and  climate,  irith 
a  population  doubling  every  twenty-three  years, 
and  the  productions  of  the  earth  increasing  in  t 
still  greater,  proportion,  furnish  incontestaUe  evi- 
dence of  its  rapid  growth  and  rise  to  greatness 
One  of  the  best  evidences  of  the  prosperity  of  > 
country  is,  the  price  of  labor ;  and  I  venture  to 
assert,  without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  in 
no  country  in  the  wprld  is  labor  so  high  as  in  the 
United  States,  and  it  arises  from  the  habits  and 
feelings  of  our  population,  growing  out  of  the  na- 
tuVe  oT  our  Government,  and  character  of  our  in- 
stitutions.   In  no  country  in  the  world  is  there  so 
many  inducements  for  men  to  cultivate  the  earth, 
and  become  proprietors  of  the  soil.    Any  oimh 
can,  in  this  country,  with  the  fruits  of  two  days 
labor,  purchase  an  acre  of  land,  which,  if  well 
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calUvated,  will  subsist  a  smtll  family.  X3aii  it  be 
possible,  with  all  these  indooements  to  eahirate 
the  soil,  and  with  ail  the  advantages  which  ac* 
compaay  pursuits  of  this  kind,  that  an  attempt 
will  be  made  by  legislative  enactments  to  force 
capital  from  its  natural  course?  Gkntlemen  say 
the  nation  iff  v^  debt  and  distress,  and  their  object 
is  Co  legislate  it  into  a  happy  and  prosperous  con- 
digon.  and  that  too  by  eneonraffing  a  particular 
branch  of  industry.  -If,  by  legislation,  we  foster 
and  encoarage  aay  one  particular  branch  or  in- 
doBtry,  it  must  be  at  the  expense  of  another.  It 
most  be  by  taking  from  the  pocket  of  A  and  put- 
ting it  into  that  of  Bl  Capital,  without  the  ajd 
of  Government,  will  always  seek  that  kind  of  em- 
ployment which  is  most  profitable.  And"  when 
any  attempt  is  made  to  cuvert  it  from  its  accus- 
tomed channel,  it  must  be  at  the  expense  of  the 
othery  and  perhaps  sacrificing  the  interest  of  the 
greater  part  for  the  advantage  of  the  few.  Mr. 
Hamilton  had  said,  that  "  as  ofteaasa  duty  upon 
^  a  foreign  article  makes  an  addition  to  its  price, 

*  it  causes  an  extra  expense  to  the  oommuaiiy  for 

*  the  benefit  of  the  domestic  manufacturer."  There 
is  no  fact  more  clear  and  conclusive,  than  that,  if 
the  manufacturer  cannot  succeed,  with  the  present 
hi^h  rate  of  duty,  he  cannot  succeed  without  hn- 
posing  an  additional  tax  on  the  community.  The 
article  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  consumer  to 
purchase  cheap,  will  rise  iili  proportion  to  the  duty 
lai,d  on  thafr  article.  By  laving  this  hi^h  duty, 
which  amounts  to  a  complete .  prohibition,  you 
deprive  tlie  Government  of  the  income  which 
arises  from  importations,  and  you  make  the  article 
higher  to  the  coi^nmer,  whicn  is  all  for  the  benefit 
and  advantage  of  the  manufacturer.  If  we  are 
to  adopt  this  complicated  system-,  let  it  be  gradual^ 
not  speedy.  This  is  the  opinion  of  Adam  Smithy 
to  whom,  after  all  jtbat  has  been  said  on  this  sub- 
ject, we  owe  ,mortf  than  to  any  other  man.  He 
says,  all  chatiges  of  this  kind  should  be  gradual 
and  slow.  In  this  country  particularly,  this  change 
should  be  gradual  a^nd  progressive,  inasmuch  as 
Governments  like  ours,  are  subject  to  violent 
ctiAnges  of  parties,  often  accompanied  with  ^a 
change  of  measuree*  Extensive-investments  have 
no  security  in  any  particular  branch  of  industry, 
which  are  Co  be  encouraged  by  sudden  changes  in 
legislation,  and  which  depend  on  the  whim  and 
caprice  of  every  session  of  Congress.  No  nation 
in  the  world  in  proportion  to  her  income,  pays  so 
large  a  bounty  for  the  support  of  manufacturing 
industry  as  the  United  States.  Much  has  been 
said  on  this  subject,  $bout  establishing  what  gen- 
tlemen have  termed  an  American  policy.  I  am 
afraid  there  is  a  delusion  in  the  sound.  It  is  a 
popular  term  which  gentlemen  have  made  use  of 
to  e£fect  their  purpose,  when  they  say,  we  should 
build  up  for  ourselves  an  American  policy,  and, 
■ay  they,  it  is  high  time  we  should  begin  to  en- 
couraffe  home  industry.  The  merchant  who  in- 
vests his  capital  in  a  ship,  and  by  hi»  enterprise, 
skill,  and  industry,  brings  an  article  of  English 
manufacture  into  market,  is  as  much  the  product 
of  that  article  as  he  who  invests  his  capital  in  a 
factory  of  looms  and  shuitleS|  and  manofactures 


the  article  at  home.  The  process  by  which  the 
article  is  acquired  may  be  difierent,  while  the 
efiect  on  the  capital  and  industry  of  'the  country 
may  be  the  same. 

This  H(ni9e,  sir,  has  been  inundated  wfth  peti- 
tions and  memorials  from  the  noisy  and  clamorous 
manufacturers  of  our  country,  ambitious  of  their 
own  personal  aggrandizement,  and  with  a  view 
to  the  accumulation  of  wealth.  They  ought  to 
be  aware,  and,  no  doubt^  are,  that  experience,  skHl, 
and  the  knovi'ledgel  of  machinery,  are  neeessary 
to- their  success.  They  will  have  first  to  rear  a. 
population  in  their  factories,  persons  who  must 
nave  all  the  advantages  of  a  well  regulated  life,  to 
their  btisiness,  before  they  can  either  labor  with 
ease  to  themselves,  or  with  profit  to  their  employ- 
ers. It  is  a  fact  too  notorious,  and  the  history  of 
events  will  bear  me.out  ia  the  assertion,  that,  when 
once  we  commence  this  'kind  of  business^  there 
will  be  no  gettiifg  out  of  it.  We  rear  a  ()op0la- 
tion  in  thf  factory,  totally  unfit  for  any  other  kind 
of  business,  or  any  of  the  common  or  ordinary 
purposes<of  life;  and  must,  in  the  very  nature  of 
things,  continue  in  the  same  kind  of  employment. 
They  become  mere  machines  themselves.  Could 
the  advocates  of  this  system  be  but  reasonable  in 
their  desires,  and  await  the  progcess  of  time,  they 
would  soon  acknowledge  that  the  present  duties 
were  sufi^eiently  high,  and  that  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  we  shall  see  the  'greater  portion  of 
the  Capital  of  our  country  going  into  the  hands  of 
the  manufacturer.  What  has  been  the  course  of 
things  already  ?  Have  not  all  the  great  and  well- 
conducted  factories  in  the  United  States  increased 
their  capital  every  year?  If  as  this  not  been  the 
case  w'uh  the  factories  at  Boston,  Providence, 
add  Philadelphia,  and  others  ?  We  are  willing 
to  let  themi  decide  the  question  at'  issue.  T/iey 
are  in  favor  of  an  increase  of  duty.  This  noise 
and  clamor  come  from  a  few  clamorous  sets  of 
manufacturers,  lyho^  I  venture  to  say,  could  not 
prosper  under  any  state  of  things,  .even  with  an 
entire  prohibition.  -But,  I  would  ask,  is  it  just  or 
reasonable  that  we  should  be  called  on  to  protect 
the  improvident  and  unskilful  manufacturer,  who 
has  his  factory  in  a  section  of  country  possessing 
few  or  no  natural  advantages? — I  mean  such  ad- 
vantages as  water  power,  and  convenience  to  the 
seaboard.  The  time  is  not  far  dist&nt  when  those 
very  men  who  are  now  crying  out  most  loudlv  to 
protect  them  against  *>  foreign  industry,  will'ba 
equally  clamorous  for  protection  against  the  well- 
conducted  factories  or  the  Eastern  States.  We 
may  go  oA  passing  tariff  upon  tarifi*,  and,  sir,  we 
never  can  benefit  the  Western  grower  of  hemp,  or 
manu&cturer  of  cotton  bagging.  From  the  very 
best  of  information  which  I  have  l)een  enabled  to 
obtaih  on  the  subject,  some  of  the  well-conducted 
laclorieBof  the  North  have  divided  this  vear  twen- 
ty-five per  cent,  per  annum.  One  of^the  argu- 
ments which  has  been  urged  by  the  advocates  of 
this  system,  is^  that,  if  we  do  not  do  something  to 
counteract  the  efiieot  of  this  difference  between  our 
exports  and  imports,  that  the  country,  in  a  short 
time,  will  be  drained  of  a  ver>[  precious  metal. 
That  this  difference  must  be  paid  in  specie,  and 
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with  this  drain  is  coDoected  all  thoffe  horrid  ideas 
of  national  bankruptcy  aod  political  ruin.  Gen- 
tlemen appear  not  disposed  to  let  the  comn^ercial 
part  of  the  country — 1  say,  gentiemeh  are  not  dis- 
posed to  let  theok  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the 
regulation  of  commerce.  They  will  take  it  under 
their  own  protection.  T^y  appear  to  be  ready 
and  willing  at  "  one  fell  swoop"  \o  sweep  all  our 
foreign  commer(ie  from  the  ocean,  and  dry  up 
those  sources  from  which  are  derived  almost  every- 
thing which  is  great  and  f^lorious  in  this  Republic. 
It  is  presumed  that  no  intelligent  merchant  would 
either  import  or  export  any  article  but  that  on 
which  he  expected  to  realize  something  more  than 
an  equivalent  for.  No  man  would  continue  that 
trade  which,  sqoner  or  later,  would  lead  to  bank- 
ruptcy. To  be  sure,  accidents'.sometioies.  happen 
from  various  circumstances;  from  any  busmess 
being  overdone ;  from  the  common  accidents  to 
which  all  long  and  dangerous  voyages  are  liable. 
But,  1  venture  to  assert  that  every  judicious  invest- 
ment of  a  capital,  whether  it  be  m  specie  or  any 
thing  else,  returns  with  an  increased  value  added 
to  our  capital  by  the  energy  and  activity  of  our 
countrymen.  It  is  somewhat  strange  tlmt  these 
instances  of  what  they  call  balances  against  us, 
will  be  cited  to  prove  a  proposition,  the  converse 
of  which  has  been  established  by  the  best  writers 
oji  the  subject  for  the  last  twenty  yearsv  We  will 
only  refer,  for  a  moment,  to  the  most  prosperous^ 
period  of  our  hibtory,  from  1795  to  1801,  a  period 
which  must  be  recollected  with  pleasure  and  de- 
light by  all  the  commercial  men  of  the  nation ;  a 
time  when  we  enjoyed  mote  uninterrupted  com- 
mercial prosperity  than  any  other  nation  in-  the 
world.  And,  I  ask,  was  there  not  then  whAt  some 
gentlemen  have  called  a  balance  against  us,  and 
which  has  always  been  the  caee  at  every  period  of 
our  prosperity,  and  which  always  mjist  be  the  ease 
so  lonff  as  England—"  that  England,  hedged  in 
with  the  main — that  vrater-walled  bulwark-' — ^that 
emporium  of  the  commerce  of  the  world — enjoys 
any  thing  like  her  present  commercial  ascendency 
over  every  quarter  of  the  world  ?  In  the  sup* 
position  that  the  specie  of  England  formed  the 
tenth  part  of  the  specie  of  Europe,  it  is  very  cer« 
tain  that  the  other  nations  of  Europe  must,  and 
are  compelled  to,  exercise  great  activity  and  per- 
severing 4ndtt8tyy  to  procure  for  themselves  the 
other  nme-tenths  of  jmecie  which  is  neeessavy  for 
their  commerce ;  and)  when  they  fail  to  procure 
that  portion  which  is  necessary,  the  English  will 
soon  take  to  theqa  that  part  of  the  preeious  balance 
which  is  wanting.  This  is  very  reasolkable  and 
obvious,  because  the  exportation  of  specie  gives 
more  profit  to  the  enterprise  of  the  merchant  than 
any  other  article  of  commerce. 

There  must  always  be  what  has  been  termed  a 
balance  of  trade  in  favor  of  England,  so  long  as 
she  maintains  her  present  extensive  credit,  and 
carries  on  so  much  commerce  with  the  other  na- 
tions of  the  world.  The  inflexibilitv  of  her  laws 
with  'regard  to  creditors,  the  undoubted  value  of 
her  paper ^ money,  which  governs  every  thing,* go 
to  place  her  far  above  all  other  nations  which 
have  neglected,  or  whose  situation  cannot  procure 


for  them  the  same  advantages.  She  regards  spe- 
cie in  the  light  which  her  best  iilterests  dicttte  to 
her.  Nearly  all  the  moneyed  transadionsof  the 
country  are  effected  by  paper  money  moreqaiek 
and  agreeable  than  it  can  be  done  ^n  ray  other 
way.  Specie,  by  all  nations,  is  considered  as 
much  an  article  of  commerce  as  ai^  thing  else— 
as  much  so  as  w&  consider  our  flour  or  totmoeo. 
No  merchant  sends  a  single  dollsur  atiroad  bot 
what  he  receives  in  return  somethinj^  which  he 
considers  more  than. an  eqnivalint,  for  ev^ ex- 
change is  a  piid  pro  quo. 

One  of  the  greatest  argonrents  aeainsl  this  bill 
is  jthat  it  strikes  at  the  total  annihilation  and  de- 
struction of  onr  foreign  commerce — that  com- 
merce which  has  built  up,  and  foeaotified  oor  most 
flourishing  towns  and  cities,  and  given  an  impetus 
to  that  Americi^n  industry,  activity  and  eiiterprise, 
to  which  we  owe  the  present  happy  and  floarish- 
inff  condition  of  our  country.  Capital  wiil  Data- 
rally  seek  that  kind  of  emplovment  which  is  most 
profitable ;  and  hence  it  is,  tnat  most  of  our  cap- 
ital, which  is  but  the  accumulation  of  thirty  years, 
has  been  directed  to  commerce.  It  is  true  oor  set- 
igating  interest,  from  a  peculiar  state  of  things, 
has  been  much  depressed,  and  this,  sijp,  is  to  be  the 
final  blow  it  is  to  receive ;  this  is  to  be  oor  ship- 
wreck. A  great  portion  of  the  capital  of  oor 
countr)r  is  commercial,  accumulated  br  the  active 
enterprise  of  onr  citizens,  and  whicD,  we  were 
told  at  the  last  session,  by  a  gentleman  who  de- 
livered one  of  ithe  most  able  speeches  on  the  sab- 
ject  I  have  ever  heard,  employed  upwards  of  sev- 
enty thousand  seamto,  for  the  'mainteoaDce  of 
which  somewhere  about  ten  miHions  of  dollars 
were  annually  paid,  to  which,  if  we  add  the  ire 
millions  Which  is  necessary  to  keep  this  tonosffe 
in  repair,  we  shall  find  the  enortnoos  sum  of  u- 
teen  millions  of  dollars  annnally  disbursed  to  that 
clas^  of  our  community^  The  effect  of  this  mess* 
ure  on  the  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco-growing  States 
will  be  pernicious  in  the  extreme.  It  will  exclude 
them  from  those  markets  where  they  depended  al- 
most entirely  for  a  sale  of  those  articles,  aad  force 
Great  Britain  to  encourage  the  cottons  (Brazd, 
Rio  Janeiro,  aad  Buenos  Ay  res,)  which,  hi  a  short 
time,  can  be  bronght  in  competition  withtts.  Noth- 
ing but  the  eobaumption  of  British  goods  ia  this 
country,  received  in  exchange,  can  support  a  com- 
mand of  the  cotton  market  to  the  Sonthero  pfaD* 
ter.  It  is  one  thing  very  .certain,  she  will  not  come 
here  with  her  gold  and  silver  to  trade  with  us.  Aad 
should  Qreat  Britain,  pursuing  the  principles  of 
her  reciprocal  duty  act,  of  la^t  June,  lay  three  or 
four  cents  on  onr  cotton  ;  Where  would,  I  ask,  be 
our  surplus  of  cotton  ?  It  is  well  known  that  the 
United  States  cannot  manufacture  one-fourth  of 
the  cotton  that  is.  in  it ;  and  shoold  we,  by  our  im- 
prudent legislative  enactments,  in  nursuitig  to  soch 
an  extent  this  restrictive  system,  force  Great  Brit- 
ain to  shut  her  ports  against  os,  it  will  paralf^e 
the  whole  trade  of  the  Southern  country.  This 
export  trade,  which  composes-  five-sixths  of  the 
exports  of  the  United  States,  will  be  swept  eo- 
tirely  from  the  ocean,  and  leave  but  a  melancholr 
wreck  behind.    I  am  well  convinced  the  agriem* 
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tural  interest  of  this  country,  h|it  more  partic«- 
larly  that  of  the  South,  is  doomed  to  great  dis- 
tress. Already  are  our  storehouses  crowded  with 
bales  of  cotton,  which  no  sale  can.  be  ^Ot  for,  and 
our  granarieB  filled  with  grain,  rotting  on  our 
hands.  And  yet,  gentlemen  say,  we  have  ]irotcc* 
tioB  for  our  cotton;  and  ti>e^  wtU  give  us  one  for  our 
grain.  I  could  not  have  an  ticipated  such  argmnen  ts 
as  tbese.  No  legislation,  on  our  part,  can  avert  the 
coaunon  distress  which  the  agricultural  interest  of 
our  country  is  doomed  to  sufier.  We  must  look 
to  a  change  of  thini^s  on  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic. An  alarming  fad  has  already  presented 
itself.  The  exports  of  cotton  this  last  year,  from 
the  Levant  or  trom  Bgypt,  into  England,  has  been 
143,000  bales  ;  and  it  arises  from  the  short-sighted 
policy  of  the  people  of  the  Eastern  and  Middle 
States.  They  have,  by  their  petitions  and  memo- 
rials, together  with  acts  of  remonstrance,  induced 
this  Government  to  commence  that  system  of  re- 
striction which  has  forced  Great  Britain  to  begin 
to  look  somewhere  else  for  a  market  for  her  man- 
ufactured goods,  and  that  raw  material  which  she 
will  only'receive  by  way  of  exchange. 

The  people  of  the  Eastern  Slates  should  be  the 
last  in  the  Union  to  give  their  support  to  a,.mea- 
sure  of  this  kind,  which  aims  a  deiClh-blow  at  the 
commercial  and  navigating  interest  of  that  por-v 
tion  of  country,  which  has  been  clearly  d^tnon- 
straied   by  'the  gentleman  /xom  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Webster.)  Hare  they^not  been  ihe  carriers 
of  our  exports,  and  the  venders  of  our  imports,- 
which  they  have  brought  in  in  return?    Have 
they  not  speculated  in  England  on  the  capital  of 
our  raw  material?    The  growers  of  wheat,  the 
manufacturers  of  hardware,  cotton,  or  woollen 
goods  here,  can  have  no  trade  with  the  growers  of 
wheat,  the  manufacturers  of  hardware,  cotton,  or 
woollen  goods  in  England.    There  must  be  dif- 
ference of  productions,  difference  of  climate,  and 
difference  of  wants,  to  create,  barter  and  exchange. 
The  debt  of  the  North  to  England  has  been  paid 
by  the  cotton  and  rice  of  the  South.    Paralyze 
the  South,  and  you  strike  from  the  opean  at  once, 
as  I  -said  before,  five-sixths  of  the  export  trade  of 
the  United  States.    Various  causes  have  induced 
the  Governmeiits  of  Europe,  but  .more  particu- 
larly E^iglandf  to  adopt  this  eomplicated  system 
of  monopoly  and  prohibitioas->-a  system  which 
she  hns  established,  to  the  serious  regret  of  the 
wise  men  of  that  country — a  poli<sy  which  was 
once  considered  sound,  but  now,  as  theories,  uni- 
versally exploded.    It  is  the  interest  of  every  con- 
sumer to  buy  where  he  can  get  cheapest ;  and  we 
are  all,  to  a  certain  extent,  consumers,  and  the 
more  markets  we  have,  the  cheaper  can  we  buv, 
and  the  better  can  we  sell.    As  lonff  as  we  trade 
with  Great  Britain,  so  long  will  she  trade  with 
us.    Bat  the  moinent  we  pass  this  bill,  now  be- 
fore us,  which  is  equal,  and,  I  may  say,  intended, 
as  a  prohibition,  that  moment  will  the  markets 
of  Great  Britain  be  closed  against  us.    No  com- 
merce can  be  beneficial  to  both  nations,  unless  it 
be  founded  and  conducted,  on  the  perfect  principle 
of  reciprocity.    Not  only  should  the  article  be 
brought  into  the  market  as  cheap  as  possible,  but 


the  less  labor  enjoyed  in  the  making,  so  much 
is  a  gain  to  the  consumer.  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  if  any  gentleman  from  the  South,  on  this 
floor,  was  willing  to  say  he  was  prepared  to  give 
his  vote  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  for  a  direct  tax ; 
that  he  was  ready  to  send  the  tax-gatherer  among 
his  constituents.  I  hope  not.  We  shall  have 
neither  the  means^of  paying  a  direct  tax,  nor  of 
purchasing  the  manufactured  article  from  the 
manufacturer.  We  shall  all-  be  driten.  in  our 
small  wayj  at  ereat  expense  and  loss  of  labor,  to 
manufacture  lor  ourselves.  For  not  only  does 
this  article,  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  consumer 
to  purchase  cheap,  rise  in  value,<but  it  cuts  off  the 
means  which  the  cotisumer  might  have<>in  paying 
for  it.  r 

Mr.  Speaker  has  drawn  a  most  unfavorable  pic- 
ture of  the  disti'^ss  of  our  ^country,  but  he  has 
dwelt  with  more  than  ordinary  feelinff  on  that 
portion  of  the  country  west  of  the  Alleghany 
mountains,  and  the  object  of.  this  bill  is  to  relieve 
them  of  tha^ distress.    If  such  are  the  fond  anti- 
cipations ol  gentlemen  from  that  quarter,  I  fear 
they  will,  be  disappointed.    I  am  Teally  disposed 
very  much  to  questvon,  whether  there  be  any  thing 
like  distress  in  that  section  of  country  of  which 
most  is  complained — I  mean  the  West.    There 
may  have  been  a  great  depreciation  of  property, 
ana  individuals  may  not  have  ^ot  rich  as  fast  as 
they  might  have  wished,  or  might  have  antici- 
pated, forming  their  conclusions  from  an  unnatural 
state  of  things,  which  existed  some  ei^t  or  ten 
years*  ago  there.    I,  sir,  at  various  periods,  have 
travell^  through  that  portion  of  the  Union,  and 
I  assure  you,  sir,  if  there  was  any  thing  like  dis- 
tress in  the  country,  it  retired  from  public  view 
altogether.    I  never,  in  the  whole  course  of  my 
life,  saw  a  people  more  happv  and  contented,  in 
the  full  fruition  of  the  best  or  every  thins  which 
a  rich  and  luxuriant  soil  could  atford.    The  cause 
of  the  depreciation  of  property  in  that  country  has 
not  been  owing  to  a  want  of  protection  to  what 
has-^en  termed  American  industry.    It  is  owing, 
sir,  to  other  causes — to  a  want  of  a  soufid  currency. 
It  is  to  be  traced  in  their  over  issues  of  paper 
monay,  and  the  reguUtion  of  the  land  office  sys- 
tem, which  offers  such  gveat  inducement  for  emi- 
gration, and  by  that  n^eans  has  drained  the  coun- 
try of  iu  moneyed  resources.    The  unparalleled 
prosperity  of  that  country  during  our  late  war, 
gave  a  stimulus  to  industry,  and  a  value  to  prop- 
erty, which  no  one  who  reasoned  on  the  suoject 
could  have  supposed  would  continue  in  time  of 
peace.  -While  the  war  threatened  the  Southern 
and  ESastern  States  with  distress  and  rain,  the 
Western  country  were  enjoying  a  height  of  pros- 
perity never  before  experienced  in  any  country. 
And,  sir,  this-  measure,,  if  adopted,  will  be  worse 
than  war  upon  the  Southern  country,  without  any 
of  those  advantages  to  the  West  which  grew  out 
of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain.     We,  sir,  who 
suffered  in  war,  should  at  least  be  allowed  some 
of  the  advantages  incident  to  a  peace.    This  bill 
will  bear  particularly  hard,  and  be  extremely  oner- 
ous and  burdensome  on  the  poor  and  laboring 
classes  of  our  oopfimunity }  even  the  spade  of  the 
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ditcher,  the  axe  of  the  timber-cotter,  the  gun  of 
the  hyntef,  and  aH  the  common  implements  of 
^  agriculture,  are  proposed  to  be  taxed  td  an  entire 
*  prohibition.  Instead,  sir.  of  taxing  the  rich  man's 
oanquet,  and  those  articles  which  the  interest  of 
the  country  demands « we  should  not  encourage, 
we  find  those  articles  taxed  highest  which  enter 
into  the  domestic  concerns  of  erery  man's  house- 
hold. I,  sir,  should  ^ot  object  to  this  bill,  could 
it  be  founded  on  a  great  national  principle ;  but,  I 
protest,  most  solemnly,  against  any  measure  so 
unequal  in  its  operation,  and  the  tendency  of 
which  will  be  to  oppress  on^  section  of  country* 
for  the  advantage  and  benefit  of  another,  and 
which  must  precede,  but  a  little  while,  the  neces- 
sityof  an  excise,  which  is  inconsistent  with  the 
genius  and  spirit  of  our  Grovernment,  and  character 
of  our  institutions.  I  should  not  object  to  this 
measure,  if  the  ot>eration  could  be  confined  to  that 
portion  of  the  Union  which  has  been  so  loud  and 
clamorous  for  it.  But,  sir,  it  involves  us  also. 
We  are  ready  and  willmg  to  make  any  sacrifice 
for  the  good  of  the  natioh.  Any  thing  for  reve- 
nue, but  not  a  cent  for  monopoly^ 
When  Mr.  Go  van  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Hamilton),  withdrew  his  motion  for  indef- 
inite postponement. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Ton's  motion,  before  stated, 
was  then  taken,  and  stood — yeas  101,  nays  101,  as 
follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Adsmiy  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Alien  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Con- 
necticut, Bartley,  Blair,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buck,  Buck- 
ner,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Cocke,  Col- 
lins, -  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig«  .Darfee,  £ddy, 
£Ui8,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Fprward, 
Garrison,  Gazlay,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Hanry, 
Holcombc,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  John- 
son, F.  Johnson,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Xjetcher,  Lin- 
coln, Little,  McArthnr,  McKean,  McLean  of  Ohio, 
Mallary,  Marklejr,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Mat- 
son,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitch- 
ell of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Pat- 
terson of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of 
Pennsylvania,  rrince,  Reynolds,  Rich,  Rogers,  Ross, 
Scott,  Sharps,  Sloane,  Standefer,  Sterling,  Stewart, 
Stodclard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Test,  TJiomp- 
•on  of  Kentucky^  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble, 
Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of 
Ohio,  Van  Wyok,  Vinloo,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whit- 
tleaey,  White,  Wickliffe,  Jamea  Wilson,  Henry  Wil- 
son,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

NAYS^Messre.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Ar- 
cher, P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Breek, 
Bceat,  Burleigh,  Barton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of 
South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Conner, 
Crowninshield,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Day, 
Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foots  of 
New  York,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnctt,  Gatlin, 
Gist,  Gnvan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hay- 
ward,  Herrick,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hook, 
Isacks,  JenkSns,  Kant,  Kidder,  Lathrop,  Lee,  Left* 
wich,  Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston,  Locke,  Long, 
Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee,  McKim,  Mc-> 
Lane  of  Delaware,  Mangum,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Ala- 
bama, Neale,  Nelson,  'Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen, 
Plofflerof  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Ran* 


kin,  Reed,  Richards,  Rives,  Rose,  Saunders,  Sand- 
ford,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Alex'r  Smith,  Wtlliam 
Smith,  Speight,  Spenee,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  StepbeoioD, 
Taliaferro,  Tannatl,  Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  Gw- 
gia.  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  Sooth  Carolioi, 
Van  Renaselaer,  W^field,  Webster,  Whipple,  Wfl. 
Hams  of  New  York,  WiiliaoH  of  Virginia,  WiUiau 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

The  House  being  equally  divided,  the  SpsAKca 
voted  with  the  yeas,  and  the  question  was  tberebf 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  then  moved  further 
to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  striking  oat  the  follow- 
ing item : 

*<  On  all  foreign  distilled  spirits,  fifteen  per  esntum 
upon  the  duties  now  imposed  by  law,  and  in  additioa 
thereto." 

^  And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  80, 
nays  123,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Massachttsettf,  Baylies.  Barber  of  Connecticut, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bradley,  Breck,  Back,  Bur- 
leigh, Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Car- 
olina, Carter,  Cary,  Conner,  Crafts,  Culpeper.  Coili« 
inan,  Culhbert,  Day,  Durfee,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  Neir 
York,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  «otbo, 
Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Iferrick,  Hobart,  Hofe« 
boom,  Hooks,  Jenkins,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Livermore, 
Locke,  Longfellow,  McKee,  McKim,  Mangam,  Milia* 
ry^Matson,  Neale,  Nehon,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen, 
Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  ^tt4 
kin.  Reed,  Satinders,  6harpe,  Sibley,  Bpaight,  apence, 
J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Strong,  TaUa&rro,  TatUMll, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tod,  Tomlinaon,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Webster,  Whipple,  WiiUama  of  North  Cv 
oiina,  and  Wood. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Archer,  Bartley,  Bitir, 
Brent,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buckner,  Cady,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Passedy,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Collins,  Coo- 
diet.  Cook,  Craig,  Crowninshield,   Bwinell,  Bwight, 
Eaton,  Ellis,   Farrelly,  Fi^idlay,  Forward,  Garrison, 
Gazlay, .  Gist,   Guriey,   Harris,    Hayden,    Haywsrd, 
He)nphill,    Henry,    Herkimer,   Holcombf,  Hoaston, 
Isacks,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  John- 
son, Kent,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Leftwich, 
Letcher,  Litchfield,  Little,  Livingstons  Long,  McA^ 
thnr,  McCoy,  MeDufflc,  ^cKean,  McLane  of  Dela- 
ware, McLean  of  Ohio,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin, 
Matiaefc,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsyivsoii. 
Mitbhell  of  Mainland,  Moore  of  Kentucky*  Moore  of 
Alabama,  Morgan,  Patterson  of  Peiipsylvania,  Patter- 
son of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Key- 
nolds,  Richards,  Rich,   Rives,    Rogers,    Rose,  Rom, 
Sandford,  Scott,  Sloane,  Arthur  ISmith,  Alex'r  Smyth, 
William  Smith,  SUndefer,  Sterling,  A.  Stevenson, 
Stewart,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thoinpwn 
of  Kentucky,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance 
of  Ohio,  Van  Rehsselacr,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  WI^ 
field,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wick- 
liffe,  WUlisms  of  New  York,  WUliams  of  Virgimi, 
James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  South  Cer- 
olina,  Wilsdh  of  Ohio,  Woods,  and  Wright 

Mr.  Bradlbt  renewed  the  motion  made  hj 
him  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  laying  a 
duty  on  certain  importeid  books. 
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Mr.  B.  supported  the  amend ment,  by  sabiQit- 
ting  at  leDgtQ  his  views  in  relation  to  it.  ^ 

Mr.  ToGKSR,  of  South  Carohna,  opposed  the 
views  expressed  by  Mr.  Bradlst,  and  moved  to 
postpone  the  bill  to  the  1st  day  of  December. 

The  previous  question  was'then  again  called 
for,  by  Mr.  Wright.  There  were  in  favor  of 
taking  it  70  votes,  and  against  it  94.  So  the 
call  was  not  sustained  by  t^e  House. 

The  questiop  then  recurring  on  the  postpone- 
ment, as  moved  by  Mr.  Tucker,  of  South  Curo 
lioa— 

Mr.  Mercer  opposed  the  nrfottbn  in  a  short 
speech }  to  which  Mr.  Tucker  replied  in  a  few 
words. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  requteted  the  -gentleman  from 
South  CaroluQ%  to  withdraw  his  motion,  as  a 
personal  favor  to  him,  that  the  question  might  be 
taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Braolbt. 

Mr*  TucKBR  complied ;  but  with  notice  that,  as 
sooB  as  the  present  a naendment  should  be  disposed 
of,  he  should  rto^iw  his  motion  for  postponement. 

Mr.  Allen  made  a  £eW  remarks  introductory 
to  the  reading  of  a  meiiiorial  drawn  up  by  Mr. 
Jeffi^rson,  (to  whose  liberal  sentiments  and  philo- 
sophical and  literary  character  he  bore  ample  tes- 
timony,) on  the  subject,  embraced  by  the  amend- 
ment now  under  consideration. 

Mr.^RAJDLBY  modified  his  amendment  so  as  to 
read  to  the  following  effect : 

"  Od  all  books  which  the  importer  BhslI  make  it 
satisfactorily  appear  to  the  Collector  of  the  port  were 
printed  previously  to  the  yeas  1776,  four  cents  per 
volume ;  and  on  all  books  printed  in  other  than  the 
SngUsh  language,  four  cents  per  volume  ;  on  all  other 
books,  if  bound,  87  ceo t*-— if  in  sheets,  83  cents  per 
pound."  •    V 

Mr.  Webster  stated  several  facts  on  the  sub- 
ject. ' 

Mr.  PoiNpETT  supported  the  amendpient  by  a 
few  remarks.' 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  amend  the  amendment, 
by  striking  out  its  last  clause,  via;:  ^  on  all  other 
books,  when  bound,  37  ceuts  pier  pound,  and  when 
in  boards  or  sheets,  33  cents  per  pound.^' 

Mr.  Braoley  opposed  this  alteration,  and  it 
was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  CoNDioT  suggested,  as '  a  modification,  to 
insert  '*  or  parts  oP'  books,  which  was  accepted 
by  the  mover. 

Mr.  McArtbur  called  foe  a  division  of  the 
question,  and  it  was  accordingly  taken,  first,  on 
the  first  clause  of  the  amendment,  and  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follpws — ^yeas  184,  nays  12.: 

YxAs — ^Mjcairs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Yirghria,  Al- 
len of  MtasachtisetiB,  Alien  W  Tcnn^wee,  Aroher, 
Baylies^  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bl«ii:,Bradley,  Brock, 
Brent,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Burlogb,  Burton,  Cady, 
Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  SoutbOarolina,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Carter,  Gary,  Caasody,  Cobb,  Cooke,  Col- 
lins, Condiot,  Conner,  Cook,  Cralis,  Craic^  Crbwiitn* 
shield^  Cttlpeper,  Casbman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dorfee, 
Bwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Sdwafd#  of  North 
CaxDhna,  Ellia,  Farrelly,  Fiadlay,  Floyd,  Foot  of 
Connactievt,  Forsyth,  Forward,  Frosi,  FiUlerv  Garri- 
son, Gamett,  Gatiin,  Gaalay,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley, 


Hall,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hayward, 
Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hebart,  Ho^eboom, Hoi- 
combe,  Hooks,  Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kidder, 
Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Lee,  LeAwich,  Ifttcher,  Lincoln, 
Litchfield,  Liverinore,  Livingston,  Locke,  Long,  Long- 
fellow, MMrthur,' McCoy,  McKean,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLauiB  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mangum, 
Majlary,  Markley,  Martindsle,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Mat- 
son,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Neale,  Kelson,  Newton,  O'Brieor,  Owen, 
Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Now  Hampshire,  Poin- 
sett, Prince,  Randolph,  Reed,  Richards,  Rich,  Rives, 
Rogers,  Rose,  Rom,  Saunders,  8andford,  Scott,  Sharpe, 
Sibley,  Sloane,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Wil- 
Ham  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,  Sterling,  A. 
Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs» 
Strong,  Swan,  Taliaferro,  TattnaU,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck, 
Test,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance 
of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  War- 
field,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whit- 
tlesey, Williams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North  .Carolina,  James  Wilson,  Henry 
Wilson,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  WUson  of  Ohio, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright— 184. 

Nats — Messrs.  AdadM^  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allison,  Barber  of  Qonnecticttt,  Bartley,  Brown,  Buek- 
ner,  Kfemer»  Little,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Plum* 
er  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Reynolds— 12. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  second  part 
of  the  amendmfent,  the  yeas  and  joays  upon  it  were 
dispensed  with,  and  that  part  of  the  ^amend ment 
was  adopted,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
so  as  to  reduce  the  duty  on  brown  sugar  to  two 
and  a  half  cents  per  pound.  / 

Mr.  Randolph  spoke  as  follows :  I  rise,  sir,  for 
the  purpose  of  offering  to  the  consideration  of  this 
House  an  amendment  to  the  bill  before  them, 
which  nothing  but  an , imperious  sense  of  doty 
could  hare  induced  me,  rJnu  exiiUiUibuSf  to  pro- 
pose. It  will  be  recollected  that,  in  the  year  1816, 
an  additional  doty  was  laid  on  brown  sugar.  My 
present  object  is  to  reduce  che  duty  to  what  it 
then  wa«.  I  shall  not  taMe  up  tba  time  of  the 
House— I  never  have  done  it^n  discussing  the 
general  principles  of  any  bill  on  the  consideration 
of  its  details.  We  all  know  the  depreciation  of 
money  which  has  taken  place  since  ISIG;  that 
revulsion  in  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  this  coon- 
try,  many^of  us,  m  our  own  persons,  and  all  of  us 
in  the  persons  of  our  friends,  yet  live  to  deplore. 
Sir,  what  was  the  comparative  value  of  money 
then  and  at  present  ?  Do  We  not  all  know  that  at 
that  time  a  duty  of  six  cents  per*  pound  on  sugftr 
would  not  have  been  as.  much  felt  as  a  duty  of 
three  cents  is  felt  now  ?  Sir,  there  was  not  a 
man,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  a  few  miser- 
able usurers  and  muckworms,  who  could  not  then 
fet  six  dollars  easier  than  he  now  can  get  three, 
'or  myself,  I  could  more  easily  have  paid  three 
dollars  at  that  time  than  I  can  |)ay  one  dollar  to- 
day. Sir,  the  demon  of  speculation  had  taken 
possession  of  the  public  mind-^he  bubble,  not, 
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sir,  of  the  South  Sea  or  the  MissistippL  but  one 
every  whit  as  mischievous — was  then  fully  blowa 
to  its  utmost  expansioD,  and  was  near  bursting. 
Yet  the  duty  on  this  article-^-an  article  we  are  q11 
obliged  to  consume ;  in  its  necessity  next  to  the 
articles  of  salt  and  iron,  in  universal  demand ; 
and  entering  into  the  food  of  the  poorest  man  in 
the  community,  would  not  have  oeen  as  great, 
in  proportion  to  the  value  of  money — at  six  dol- 
lars then,  as  it  is  now  at  three  dollars.  Sir.  I 
want  to  know  on  what  principle  it  is  that  tne 
sugar  planter,  who  gets  his  mules,  his  ^tave  tim-^ 
ber.  the  provisions  for  his  slaves,  at  the  first  hand 
and  on  the  cheapest  possible  terms,  cannot  be  sat- 
isfied with  a  protedton — (the  word  is  not  mine; 
I  disclaim  every  thing  of  the  kind,  but  I  use  it  in 
gentlemen's  own  sense  of.  the  term,)  yes,  sir,  a 
protection  of  two  and  a  half  cents  a  pound  on 
their  sugar?  Sir,  we  have' had  a  practical  com- 
mentary in  the  success  of  the  last  ameodmenu 
(Mr.  Tod's,  on  cotton  bagging,)  on*  the  effects  ot 
perseverance — I  hope  we  snail  profit  by  it;  I  hope 
It  will  animate,  especially,  every  opponent  of  the 
bill  to  keep  ^e  faith ;  to  nght  the  good  fight,  and 
to  bold  out  to  the  end.  (Here  Mr.  Brunt  in- 
terposed.] 

Sir,  1  have  not  yet  done.  My  proposition,  sir, 
is  not  to  lay  a  tax,  but  to  take  one  off:  But,  from 
<he  effect  it  seems  to  produce,  I  could  really  think 
that  by  some  necromantic  process^^  I  had  been 
suddenly  transferred  to  a  Chamber  of  Deputies, 
or  to  a  British  House  of  Commons,  to  the  delib- 
erative hall  of  some  one  of  the. older — I  will  not 
say  the  more  corrupt — 1  disclaim  the  imputation ; 
but  one  of  the  older  and  more  ashtU  Governments 
of  Europe.  Sir,  I  am  wrong.  I  rather  could 
wi&h  I  was  thus  transferred ;  for,  in  the  British 
Parliament,  I  should  see  duties  reduced  to  less 
than  one-half  of  their  former  amount;  not,  in- 
deed, from  choice,  sir,  for  power  is  sweet,  and  so; 
is  money;  but  the  British  ministry  have  been 
driven  to  the  reduction,  aad  on  the  necessary  ar- 
ticle of  salt,  seven-eighths  of  the  duty  has  been 
taken  off,  aad  they  are  pledged  to  repeal  the  re- 
mainder. But  here,  sir,  by  some  strange  con* 
i' unction  of  the  planets--^or  evidently  it  cannot 
lave  been  by  any  constellation  being  in  opposi^ 
tips — a  most  extraordinary  effect  has  beoi  pro- 
duced. In  this  most  popular  branch. of  the  most 
popular  (Government  in  the  world,  we,  who  come 
immediatelv  from  the  people,  whose  arteries  may 
be  expected  to  pulsate  «Bd  keep  measure  with 
their  own,  instantly  become  extremely  fastidioosj 
80  soon  as  any  proposal  is  made,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  lessen  the  burdens  of  the  country. 
Sir,  were  it  iK>t  as  plain  as  the  noonday 'sun,  I 
would  quote  hiffh  authority  in  this  Hous^,  to  prove 
what  I  have  said  of  the  distresses  of  the  country. 
Sir^  the  very  stanlp  act  itself  eonld  hardly  throw 
lis  mto  a  greater  flame  than  a  proposal  to  dimin-^ 
ish  any  oi  the  taxes — ay,  sir,  or  our  own  emolu- 
ment, seems  to  excite  in  this  House.  But  as  it  is 
a  feeling  in  which  I  do  not  participate,  as  my 
feelings  run  in  quite  another  direction,  I  find  my- 
self  quite  cool — >never  more  unmoved  in  my  life : 
for  if,.a8  I  have  some  reason  to  fear,  the  tax  ahalf 


not'  be  reduced,  I,  sir,  shall  |niy  bs  Iktle  of  it  is 
any  man. 

Mr.  CoNDicT  opposed  the  motion,  and  referred 
to  the  facts  which  existed  when  the  pijsent  duty 
was  laid.  -  '       - 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  replied. 

Mr.  Brbnt  said  a  few  words ;  and 

Mr.  Floto  argued  at  some  length  in  favor  of 
the  reduction. 

Mr.  Cook  took  the  stfme  side  of  the  question, 
aad  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Gurlby^;  when 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE  called  for  the  previous  quo- 
tioB.  The  HoOse  refused  to  take  tt-^yes  81, 
noes  99. 

Mr.  Farrellt  opposed  the  reduction. 

Mr.  Warfislb  avowed  a  change  of  sentime&t 
on  the  subject,  and  argued  in  favor  of  the  reduc- 
tion, and  in  answe^  to  Mr.  Farrellt. 

Mr.  Cook  spoke  in  vindicattoa  ctf  the  courK 
he  had  pursued,  and  in  answer  to  a  charge  of 
inconsistency.  - 

Mr.  LivmosTOif  explained  some  facts  in  reii- 
tion  to  the  consumption  and  raising  of  sugar,  aad 
urged  arguments  against  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Mallary  inquired  into  the  state  of  the 
sugar-growing  interest,  and  the  prospects  of  its 
increase.  * 

Mr.  LiviiraeTON  replied,  and  stated  detiils  in 
explanation. 

Mr.  MboRE,  of  Alabama,  mqved  an  sdjoura- 
ment, 

.    The  House  refused  to  adjourn — ayes*  87,  noes 
100. 

Mr.  FoBSYTH  gave  the  kistory  of  the  impnu- 
tion  of  the"  tax  on  sugar,  to  show  tnat  it  wasrsited 
for  revenud  only,  and  advocated  the  reduction. 
-  Mr.  Mallary  spoke  in  opposition  to  it 

The  question  was  tbeti  taken  on  Mr.  Rak- 
dolpb's  motion,  by  yeas  and  nays — ^yeas  96,  says 
99,  as  follows:     • 

YxAs-^essrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander  of  Vir- 
ginia, Allen  of  Msstaohos^tta,  Allen  of  TsooMMe. 
Archer,  P«  P.  Barbour,  Brack,  Brown,  Buekaer,  Bur- 
leigh, Burton,  CambrelcDg,  Campbell  of  South  Ca- 
roUna,  CarUr,  Gary,  Cobb,  Conner,  Cook,  Colpeper, 
Coahmsn,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolioa,FM' 
Foot  of  Connactioot,  Forsyth,  Gamett,  GatUn,  GiKi 
iQoVan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harv«y,  Hayward,  Henij, 
Herrick,  Hobait,  Hooks,  HduSton,  Kent,  Latbiop, 
Lee,  .Leftwich,  Letcher,  Little,  Livermore,  Lockcr 
Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDaffie,  McKim,  Manguia, 
Matlack,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mitdiell  of  MarjIaDd, 
Ncale,  Nelson,  Newton,  CBiien,  Plamer  of  New 
Hampahire,  Randolph,  Reynolds,  Rives,  Roas,  Stni- 
dsis,  Seott,  Arthor  9nithiAlezandar8myth,  Williaa 
Smtth,  apaight,  Speiioe,^SIarliag,  A.  ^Isvsnaoo,  i 
dtepbsaaOB,  Stoddard,  mbnmg,  TalUferro,  Tattoail, 
Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  pf  G^argla,  Tomliaaon,  Tn^* 
Trimble,  Tuokar  of  Virginia,  Tnckar  of  eoatb  Ui^ 
Una,  Vanes  of  North  CafoHna,  WsrfieU,  M^bitatf* 
Whittlesey,  Whits,  Wiskliffe,WilliamaafN«wI«k. 
WUIiama  of  Virgima,  WiUiaaw  of  North  CatsiiASi 
and  James  WUmo-.^6. 

Nats— -Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tenneasee,  A^^ 
BayUea^  Barber  of  OMUMCttent,  Barttef,  B«*|7 
Blair,  Brant,  Baehaaau, .  B^,  CsmpMl  of  <^' 
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Cmwiy,  Ooek0,  CoUiiM,  Condiet,  Crafty  tCraig, 
Crowninshicid,  Cothb«rt,  Day,  D^rfee,  Dwight,  £•• 
ton,  Eddy,  EUii,  FarrelJy,  Fiodlay,  Forwftnl,  Fuller, 
G«rriion,  GaxUy,  Outiey,  Harru,  Hayden,  Hemp- 
hill, Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Hokombe,  I«aeka,  Jen- 
kins, Johnson  of  Virgihia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  John- 
eoDy  Kramer,  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Liying- 
ston*  Ldng,  Mc Arthur,  McKean,  McKee,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Mar- 
lindale,  Marvin,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania, 
Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Owen,  Pat- 
terson of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of 
Pennsylvania,  Poinsett,  Prince,  Ranking  Reed,  Rich- 
ards, Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  -Sandford,  Sharpe,  Sibley, 
81oano,  Stondefi^,  Stewart,  Swan,  Taylor,  Test, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tyson,  Uclree,  Vance 
•f  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton;  Wsyne,  Webstor,  Whip- 
ple, Henry  Wilson,  Wilton  of  ttonth  Caroiina,  Wil- 
son of  Oluo,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright— 99. 

8o  the  motioQ  watf  negatiYed.  -.      • 

A  motion  was  made  by-Mr^  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  the  fol- 
lowing, viz  I  On  salt,  twelre  and  a  half  cents  per 
'  bushel  of  fifty-six  pounds,  iofttead  of  twenty  cents, 
*  as  now  imposed  by  law." 
And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


WEi»ii£8J>Ay,  April  14. 

Mr.  Campbell^  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  PriYate  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
resolution  ol  the  House  of  the  26th  of  February, 
directing  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  actual  set- 
tlers in^the  district  of  ot.  Helena  Courthouse,  in 
the  Stat^  of  Louisiana,  made  a  report  thereon, 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  jbommittee  of 
the  whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill 
granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  actual 
setllera  in  that  part  of -the  foun^  ProYince  of 
West  Florida  included  in  the  district  of  Jackson 
Courthouse. 

Mr.  Rami LTon  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Resolvedt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  Congress,  on  the  first  day  of  the 
next  sesion,  a  detailed  revision  of  the  existing  tarifi*; 
a  revision  which  shall  have  for  its  object  the  production 
of  revenne  eqael  to  the  exigencies  of  Government, 
and  which  shall  be  beneficially  accommodated  to  ihe 
▼ariotts  and  existing  branches  of  the  prodnctive  indus- 
try of-the  codntry. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon 
the  ubl^. 

Mr.  Floto  subn&itted  the  following  resolcttion 
for  consideration  to  morrow : 

Rtaohedj  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  any 
information  he  may  possess  showing  the  kind  and 
quantity  of  provisions,  stores,  or  supplies,  of  any  kind, 
which  have  been  sent  fh>m  the  United  States  to  any 
of  die  ports  qf  South  America,  on  the  Pacific  ocean,* 
for  the  use  of  the  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States ; 
designating  the  ports  iirom  whence  such  supplies  were 
sent,  the  name  of  the  ship  or  veseeb  so  employed ;  the 
tioM  when,  and  the  amount  p^id  for  such,  and  for 
transportation  thereof;  likewise,  the  name  of  the  own- 
er or  ownen  of  sncfa.thip  or  vaasels ;  how  and  when 


paid ;  also*  the  aaMunt  paid  in  said  ports  by  any  agent 
of  (his  Government  for  supplies  of  any  kind  for  the 
vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States,  stating  the  name 
and  office  of  the  person,  the  time  when,  the  place 
where,  and  the  mode  of  payment  ;^  whether  in  bills, 
notes,  or  money ;  if  in  bills  or  notits',  whether  at  par 
value,  if  not,  at  what  discount  or  advanee. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Cockb, 
cailling  for  information  respecting  payments  of  ar- 
rears Dy  navy  agents,  dc^c,  was-  taken  up  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Crowninshiblu,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  *^An  act  regulating  the  trans- 
portation of  gold  and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and 
jewels,  and  carrying  of  passengers,  and  to  prohibit 
the  receipt  of  merchandise  in  the  public  vessels  of 
the  United  States,^'  reported  the  same  without 
amendnlent,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  petition  of  William  Eaton,  presented  to 
the  House  on  the  16th  day  of  February  last,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 

The  Message  of  the  Pre^tident  of  the  United 
States,  upon  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  the  State 
of  Mas2>achusetu,  for  the  services  t)f  the  militia  of 
said  State  during  the  late  war  with  Qreat  Britain, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiaira. 

Bilis  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit :  '^An  act,  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  supplementary  to  the  met,  entitled  'An  act 
for  tke  relief*  of  persons  imprboned  for  debt  ;*'  ''An 
act  tO'Chang^e  the  terms  or  the  circuit  and  district 
courto  of  the  United  States,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  one  of  the  terms  of  the  circuit  court  in  Ken- 
tttoky }''  were,  sererally,  read  the .  third  time,,  and 
passed. 

CLAIM  OF  DANIEL  D.  TOMeKINB. 

Mr.  McLans,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  Daniel  D.Tomp- 
kms,  late  Gh>vernor  of  the  State  of  New  Yore, 
mi^e  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  is  as 
follows : 

The  Contnittee  of  -Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
SUtes  of  the  86th  bf  March,  1894^  relative  to  the  ao- 
connte  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  report : 
.  That  the  accoiinU  of  Mr.  Tompkins  underwent  a 
full  investigation  by  a  committee  of  the  Huuse^  ap- 
pointed at  the  second  session  of  the  last  Congress,  who 
'\  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  and  in  the  views  of  the 
committee  then  expressed,  as  to  the  services  of  Gov- 
ernor Tompkins,  and  his  claims  to  the  justice  and  lib- 
erality of  lus  country,  this  committee  fally  concur. 

On  a  consideration  of  the  claims  and  accounts  of 
Governor  Tompkins,  the  committee,  at  the  last  session, 
reported  in  favor  of,  and  reeommended — 

1*  An  allowance  of  interest  on  all  moneys  advanced 
by  him,  on  account  of  the  public,  from  the  time  Of 
making  such  advances  to  the  time  of  his  being  re- 
imbursed. 

3.  An  allowance  of  a  reasonable  commission  on  all 
moneys  disburaed  by  him  during  the  late  war. 

3.  An  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  by  him,  in  eon^ 
aeqaettce  of  any  fatluie  on  the  part  of  the  Qovern- 
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ment  to  fuifij  its  engageraeDts  to  sand  him-  money 
and  Treasury  notes,  within  the  time  specified,  to  be 
deposited  in  certain  banks  as  collateral  security  for 
Joans  procured  by  him  at  the  request  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  Government. 

4.  An  irresponsibility  for  losses  incurred  by  any  frauds 
or  failures  of  sub-agents  to  whom  moneys  were  ad- 
vanced through  his  hands. 

In  conformity  with  this  report,  a  hill  was  passed  \iu- 
thorizing  "  the  proper  accounting  oncers  of  the. Trea- 
sury to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  and  claims  of 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  the  Slate  of 
New  York,  on  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  subject 
to  the  revision  and  final  decision  of  the  President  of 
the- United  States." 

The  committee  have  no  doubt  that  Governor  Tomp- 
kins has  been  and-  yet  is  a  creditor  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  a  large  amount,  and  that  every  principle  of 
justice  would  recommend  a  prompt  and  liberal  settle- 
ment uf  his  accounts,  upon  the  basis  of  the  foregoing 
report;  but  they  are  of  opinion  also  that  tke  act  of 
Congress  before  recited  givey  sufficient  authority  for 
this  purpose. 

So  far  as  the  committee  have  been  infoftoed,  i(  ap- 
pears that  the  aforesaid*  act  has  been  liberally  inter- 
preted by  the  President  and  the  accounting  officers, 
and  that,  under  the  provisions  of  that  law,  the  Presi-i 
dent  of  the  United  States  now  possesses  the  power, 
and'ought,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  to  exercise 
it,  of  doing  full  and  liberal  justice  to  Gotnnor  Tomp- 
kins. 

The  committee  do  not  perceive  any  good  restson, 
therefore,  for  making  any  change  in  the  eiitting  law, 
and  recommend  the  following  resolution  t 

ReBolffedy  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana 
be  discharged  from  the  further  copsideration  of  the 
subject,  and  that  it  be  again  referred  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  for  his  final  decision. 

Some  conversation  arose  between  Mr.  McLahjb 
aiid  Mr.  Cocke,  on  the  subject,  when  Mr.  Cocke- 
moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table.    The  motion 
was  agreed  to — ayes  76,  noe*  60.  ^ 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  Hoiiae  having  resumed  the  coosideratibn  of 
the  bill  for  «  revision  of  the  Tariff— 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  South  Carolina,  renewed  the 
motion  he  had  yesterday  made  for  a  postpone^ 
ment  of  the  Tariff  bill  to  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber next ;  on  which  question  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  required. 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  for  a  call  of  the  House;  the 
motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  87,  noes  78.  A  call 
of  the  House  was  accord i^igly  ordered.  The 
names  of  the  absentees  were  called  and  the  doors 
closed. 

Mr.  Little  then  moved  to  dispense  with  all 
further  proceedings  in  the  call.  The  motion  was 
negatived.    Ayes  78,  noes  103. 

Excuses  were  then  offered  for  several  absentees, 
and  accepted. 

Mr.  Webster  moved  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings on  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Trimble  opposed  the  motion.  ' 

The  question  was  taken  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative.   Ayes  110.  . 

Mr.  Mercer  protested  against  either  an  iodefi* 


nite  postponementy  or  taking  the  previous- qoeBtioa 
on  this  bill,  whilst  amendmeats  were  pending,  and 
others  ready  to  be  offered^ 

Mr.  Trimble  then  required  the  previous  ques- 
tion. The  House  Yefused  to  sustain  the  call— ayes 
94,  noes  97. 

Mr.  Webster  stated  his  reasoon  for  voting 
against  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Randolpu  expressed  nearly  the  same  views. 

Mr.  Tucker  said,  on  making  his  motion  to  post- 

Kone  the  Tariff  bKl.to  the  1st  of  December  next, 
e  did  not  rise  to  make  a  speech,  because  other 
gentlemen  had  already  expressed  his  views  of  ihe 
subject  under  discussion  much  better  than  he  was 
capable  of  doing,  and  much  more  to  his  satisfac- 
tion. But  I  am  of  ofanion,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  this 
discussion,  and  the  course  that  has  been  pursued, 
are  sufficient  evidence  of  the  impropriety,  at  least, 
of  laying  duties  for  any  purpose  except  reveaoe. 
And  if  we  can  place  any  confidence  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Preddent  of  th|e  United  States,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  there  Is  no  nece»ity 
for  increasing  the  revenue,  except  it  should  be 
thought  necessary  to^carry  into  operation  a  system 
of  internal  imprx>vemeiU — a  pitject,  tie  believed, 
equally  as  unconstitutional  as  the  proposed  tariff, 
and  which  will  be  equally  as  partial  in  its  opera- 
tion, and  oppressive  in  ita  effect ;  both  of  which  I 
consider  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, unwise^  and  impolitic — measures  which  Ijpro- 
test  against.  Some  ^ntlemen  contend  that,  it  the 
bill  should  pass,  it  will  increase  the  revenue,  and 
encourage  domestic  industry ;  and  that,  by  iacreas- 
ing  the  duty,  the  articles  will  come  cheaper  to  the 
consumer,  ^c.  I  cahnot  believe  such^  doQtrine. 
To  say  that  the  manufacturers  cannot  90  on  with- 
out increasinff.  the  present  duties,  to  eaable  then 
to  compete  with  foreign  manufactures,  and  thereby 
place  it  in  the  power  of  the  manufaeturera  to 
charge  move  for  their  articles,  and  yet  tj^at  they 
will  come  cheaper  to  the  consumer,  seemS'to  me 
absurd.  ^  ^  % 

Our  Constitution  was  formed  to  establish  justice, 
insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfafe  of  this  Union. 
But,  if  these  projects  are  carried  ibto  operation, 
they  must  and  will  h^ve  a  contrary  effect.  From 
some  sections  of  this  Union,  petitions  have  been 
presented  from  many  manufacturers,  praying  for 
protection ;  which,  \t  they  succeed,  must  ope- 
rate against  the  interest  ot  every  other  class,  ex- 
cept themselves,  and  be  particularly  oppressive  to 
the  people  in  the  Southern  States. 

This  subject  has  been  too  long  discussed,  aUd  I 
have  no  doubt  every  gentleman's  mind  is  made  up 
on  it,  and  that  the  vote  now  would  be  the  same. 
that  it  would  be  a  month  hence.  I  think  the  biii 
worse  now,  than  when  it  was  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  as  I  am  opposed  to 
the  bill  with'any  amendments  that  could  be  made; 
and,  for  the* purpose  of  putting  an  end  io  further 
dicussion  and  amendment,.  I  shall  move  for  (he 
postponement  of  it.  I  think  it  time  for  the  pres- 
ent session  to  come  to  a  close  \  I.  for  one,  wish  to 
go  home ;  but,  if  ^ntlemen  think  we  should  stay 
.U>Dger|  I  am  of  opmion  oar  tioie  caa  ba  nvch  bet- 
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ter  employed  on  other  sabjects.    i  call  for  the  ay^ 
and  noes  on  the  question  of  postponement. 

Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr;  P.  P.  Barbour  made 
a  few  obserrations  in  reply.  When  the  question 
w^as  taken  on  indefinite  postponement — yeas  45, 
nays  155,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexsnder  of  Virginis,  Allen 
of  M sssftchuscnts,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Borton,  Campbell  of 
Soa.th  Carolina,  Gary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Cul- 
peper,  Bdwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ployd,  Forsyth, 
Gatlin,  Gist,  Gpvan,  Gnrley,  Hall,  Hayward,  Hooks, 
Kent,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Long,  McCoy,  Mangum,  Moore 
of  AlabaoM,  Neale,  Owen,  Rankin,  Reynolds,  8aun» 
ders,  Sandford,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Wil. 
liana  Smith,  Spaight,  Taliaferro,  Thompson  of  Geor- 
^a.  Tucker  of  Virginiai  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Willianis  of  North  Carolina, 
•Dd  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Archer,  Baylies;  Barber, 
of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bartiey,  Bass^tt,  Bee« 
cher,  Blair,  Bradley,  Breck,  Brent,  £irown,  Buchanan, 
Buck,  Buckner,  Burleigh,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Carter,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collihs,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Craig,  Crowninshield,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Day»  Dur- 
fee,  Dwinell, '  Dwight,  Eaton,  Bddy,  Ellis,  Farrelly, 
Fiodlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foot*  of  New  Yerk, 
Forward,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Garnett,  Hamil- 
ton, Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hcmphll),  Henrv,  Her- 
rick,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Holcombe,  Houston^  'isacks, 
Jenkins,  Johnson  of^Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  John- 
-'"-'    Kidder,  Kremer,  Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Letcher, 


BOD, 


Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Little,  ♦  Lirermore,  Lmngston, 
Locke,  Longfellow,  McArthur,  McDuffie,  McKean, 
McKim,  MeLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mal- 
lary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matpon, 
Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  PennwUani9,  Milchell 
of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Nelson,  Newton, 
O'Brien,  PaUerson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Poinsett,  Prince,  Randolph,  lleed,  Richards,  Rich, 
Rives,  Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  Scott,  Sharps,  Sibley, 
Sloane,  Spence,  Standefer,  Sterling,  A.  Stevenson, 
James  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong, 
Swan,  Taylor.  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree, 
Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vin- 
ton, Warfield,  Wayne,  Webster,  Wliipple,  Whitman, 
WhitUeaey,  White,  Wkkliflfe,  Williams  of  New  York, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  James  WUson,  Henry  Wilson, 
Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
previously  oflfered  by  Mr.  Williams,  reducing  the 
doty  on  salt  to  10  eetits  per  bushel. 

Mr.  Rosd  called  for  the  previous  question. 

The  House  refused  to  sustain  the  call— ayes  93, 
noes  95. 

Mr.  Sandpord  made  some  general  remarks  in 
opposition  to  th^  bill. 

Mr.  Reed  stated  facts,  and  quoted  memorials  in 
opposition  to  the  amendment  proposed. 

Mr.  Floyd  advocated  the  reduction,  which  was 
also  supported  by  Messrs.  Ranpolph  and  Moorg, 
of  Alabsima ;  when  the  question  was'  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays — yeas  81,  nays  122,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virglhia,  Allen 
of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Bar- 
ber of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour, 
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Bartlett,  Buck,  Bnrieigh,  Burton,  Campbell  of  South 
Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Cul- 
peper,  Cushman,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Garnett,  Gatlin, 
Gist,  Govan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward, 
Houston,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Lee,  Leitwich,  LttUe,  Liv-  ^ 
ermore.  Long,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee,  McKim, 
Mangum,  Matlack,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,. 
MoocB  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Owen,  Plumer  ol  New 
Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Reynolds,  Rives, 
Rogers,  Saunders,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth, 
William  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,-  Standefer,  Sterling, 
A.  Steven^n,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Taliaferro, 
Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tomlinson,  Tucker 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Warfiefd,  Wayne,  Williams  of  Vir- 
giniar  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of 
Sooth  Carolina — 81. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allison,  Baylies,  Bartiey,  Bassett,  Beecher,  Blair, 
Breck,  Brent,  Brown,  Biichansn,  Buckner,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  CasSiedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict, 
Cook,  Crafte,  Craig,  Crowninshield,  Cuthbert,  Day, 
Burfee,  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eston,  Eddy,  Ellis,  Far- 
relly,  Findlay,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forward,  Fuller, 
Garrison,  uaslay,  Gurley,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill, 
Henry,  Herrick,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hol- 
combe, Isacks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T. 
Johnaon,  F.  Johnson,  iCidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence, 
Letcher,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livingston,  Longfelkiw, 
McArthur,  McKean,  McLane  qf  Delaware,  McLean 
of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Mat-> 
son,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of 
Kentucky,  Morgan,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Patterson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Oaio,  Plumer  of  Pdnnsyl- 
vania.  Prince,  Rankin,  Reed,  Richards,  Rich,^Roiie, 
Ross,  Sandford,  ScoCt,  Sharpe,  dibley,  Sloane,  Stewart, 
Storrs,  Strong.  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tracy,  Trjmble,  Tyson, 
Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck, 
Vinton,  Webster,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey, 
White,  Wicklilfe,  Williams  of  New  York,  James 
Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
Woods,  ai\d  Wright— 131. 

So  themotion  of  Mr.  Williams  was  negatived' 

Mr.  CoNBicT  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  ad- 
ding to  the  clause,  fixing  the  duty  on  bar  iron,  at 
90  ceuts  per  cwt.,  the  following  words:  "  Until 
the  1st  day  of  June,  1825;  and,  from  that. time, 
a  doty^  of  one  dollar  per  cwt." 

I  did  not  rise,  said  Mr.  Condict,  to  discuss,  at 
length,  the  principles  of  the  bill.  It  was  my  ih- 
tentioQ  to  submit  my  views  of  iis  general  policy, 
and  of  the  effects  which  probably  woul^  result 
from  its  ajioption  *,  but,  being  precluded  an  oppov 
tunity,  when  in  Committee  ot  the  Whole  House, 
where  the  debate  has  been  protracted  to  a  great 
length,  knowing  bow  precious  the  time  of  the 
House  is,  and  how  impatient  ffeotlemen  are  to 
VQte  upon  the  final  question,  I  will  content  myself 
with  a  very  few  remarks  connected  with  the 
amendment  I  have  the, honor  to  submit. 

I  will,  first,  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  condition  of  the  iron  works  in  the  district 
where  I  reside.  In  the  county  of  Morris  there  are 
about  forty  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
bar  iron — in  all,  about  ninety  forge  fires;  most  of 
them  are  located  upon  one  strearm^a  brunch  of  the 
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Passaic  river.  During  the  restrictive  system,  and 
whilst  the  war  continued,  these  works  were  in 
a  flourishing  condition ;  the  iron  found  a  ready^ 
sale,  and  commanded  a  good  price.  At  the  close 
of  the  war,  the  large  importations  from  Europe 
reduced  the  price  below  the  actual  cost  of  making 
it,  and  these  works  ceased.  The  owners  petition- 
ed Congress  for  j-elief,  h^  additional  duties  on- for- 
eign iron.  In  the  hope  that  aid  would  be  grant- 
ed, they  struggled  for  existence,  endeavoring  to 
employ  their  workmen,  rather  than  discharge 
them,  although  every  ton  of  iron  made  was  sold 
at  a  loss.  In  1815  or  1816,  Mr.  Dallas, ithen  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  recommended  an  increase 
of  the  duty  on  foreign  iron,  to  $15  per  ton.  But, 
such  was  the  hostility  to  this  important  branch  of 
industry,  so  strong  was  the  joint  influence  of  the 
merchants  and  planters,  that,  instead  of  advanc- 
ing the  daty^  as  Mr.  DaUas  had  advised,  they  re- 
duced it  to  forty-five  cents  per  cwt.  or  nine  dol- 
lars per  ton.  The  copsequence  was,  Irretrievable 
ruin  to  the  great  body  of  iron-masters  in  every 


section  of  our  country.    Of  the  forty  establish-'  port  it  three  and  four  thousand  miles,  merely  to 


had  been  about  20,000  tons  annuallv,  but,  in  1823, 
we  imported  31,000  tons.  Not  a  bar  of  Ameri- 
can  iron  can  now  be  sold  in  our  cities,  except  at 
a  dead  loss  to  the  manufacturer.  Our  citizens, 
employed  in  this  business^  have  loaded  your  table 
with  their  memorials,  stating  their  aifficulties, 
and  imploring  relief.  Will  you  turn  a  deaf  ear 
to  their  distresses  ?  Will  you  suffer  these  estab- 
lishments to  fall  into  utter  decay  ?  TYill  the  Gor- 
ernment  be  dependent  on  foreign  nations  for  aa 
article  so  essential  to  our  national  defence--«o  ne- 
cessary for  every  purpose  of  agriculture  ?  Will 
yoa  look  to  Europe  for  your  cannon  and  muskets, 
your  svi^rds  and  your  ploughshares,  your  spears 
and  pruning  hooks  ?  With  your  hills  and  moun- 
tains abounding  with  the  richest  iron  ore  on  tke 
globe,  competent,  not  merely  to  supply  your  own 
wants,  but  amply  adequate  to  supply  the  whole 
worldj  with  fuel  and  water  power  in  the  vicinitr 
of  "everv  mine,  suflKcient  to  prepare- it  for  use,  wift 
you  still  look  to  England  and  Sweden  and  Rus- 
sia, for  this  indispensable  article?  Will  yoa  trans- 


men  ts  before  referred  to,  with  the  exception,  per- 
haps, of  four  or  five,  the  works  have  «itner  Ixsen 
abanaoned,  or  have  changed  owners.  The  few 
who  withslood  the  shock,  were  men  who  had  ac- 
cumulated property  whilst  the  business  was  profi- 
table, and  'Wbo)  during  the  time  of  depressed 
prices,  merely  converted  the  surplus  produce  of 
chehr  farms  into  cash,  by  the  operations  of  (heir 
forges,  following  the  iron  business  as  a  secondary 
employment;  whilst  every  man  who  made  it  his 
principal  concern,  who  sold  his  iron  hnd  purchas- 
ed his  provisions  and  stock,  was  ruined.  His 
forge,  his  lands,  his  goods  and  chatties,  were  all- 
struck  off  under  the  sberifi*'s  hammer,  at  public 
auction.  He  himself  was  driven  lojaii ;  his  work- 
men were  unemployed ;  some  of  them  followed 
their  employer  to  the  jail ;.  some  emigrated  to 
new  countries ;  their  families  were  reduced  to  ab- 
ject want,  and  compelled  to  ask  reHef  from  the 
town,  or  resort  to  beggary.  The  sound  of  the  axe 
and  the  for^e  hammer  was  no  longer  heard  from 
the  mountains,  where,  but  a  few  years  before,  all 
was  life,  and  action,  and  gladness. 

Such^  Mr.  Speaker,  was  the  actual  condition  of 
these  unfortunate  people ;  a  condition,  not  the  re- 
sult of  their  idleness  ox  prodigality,  but  of  the  ne- 
glect of  their  own  Government,  which  had  looked 
OD  as  an  unconcerned  spectator,  upon  the  ruin  of 
our  own  citizens,  accomplished  by  the  policy  of 
foreign  Governments. 

About  the  year  1819,  a  duty  of  seventy-five 
cents  per  cwt.  or  $15  per  ton,  was  imposed^  under 
which  act  many  of  those  works  graduall^r  revived, 
and,  with  the  most  rigid  economy,  their  owners 
were  enabled  for  a  time  to  pursue  the  business. 
The  general  peace  of  Europe,  the  disbanding  of 
about  600,000  men,  so  long  employed  in  arms, 
had  the  effect  of  reducing  the  price  of  labor  to  so 
Law  a  degree,  as  to  enable  the  manufacturers  in 
Sweden  and  Russia  and  England  to  undersell 
in*  The  importations  of  iron  in  1821, 1822,  and 
1823^  have  been  so  enormous,  as  to  drive  Ameri- 
can iron  from  our  market.    Oar  average  import 


give  employment  to  your  surplus  tonnage?  To 
give  your  merchants  the  benefit  of-  the  freight, 
and  a  profit  upon  the  purchase  ? 

What  is  tbe  objection  to  raising  the  doty  on 
this  article?    It  is  said  it  will  enhance  the  price 
to  the  isonsumer.    I  admit,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  may 
produce  that  effect  for  a  limited  period;  but,  in 
th^  end,  the  domestic  competition  will  insure  an 
abnndant^upply.  and  at  a  reasoDable  price.  There 
is  no  greater  fallacy,  than  the  assertion,  so  often 
repeated,  that  increased  duties  always  enhance  the 
price  of  the  article.    On  the  contrary,  I  maintain 
that,  when  the  Gh>vernment  has  a£rorded  a  daty 
amounting  to  a  protection  from  foreign  importa- 
tion, a  reduction  of  price  has  followed.    I  would 
instance  coarse  cottons  as  a  most  conclusive  and 
triumphant  proof.    In  1816,  when  the  prot^ctire 
duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  was  enacted,  with  a 
minimum  valuation  of  twenty-five  cents  per  square 
yard,  all  the  arguments  which  Sophistry  and  mer- 
cantile cupidity  could  invent,  were  urged  against 
the  measure.    All  the  gloomy  predictions,  now 
enforced  against  this  bill,  were  arrayed.    Com- 
merce was  to  be  destroyed;  the  Navy  would  be 
annihilated;  the  whole  nation  was  to  be  taxed 
for  the  benefit  of  a  few  cotton  spinners^  tbe  poor 
of  the  land  would  be  compelled  to  pfiy  .double 
prices  for  the  coarse  garments  they  wore.    Tbe 
law,  however,  went  into  operation,  and  the  coaise 
cottons  of  India  were  excluded.    The  trade  in 
that  article  was  cut  off,  and  this  is  tbe  only  pr^ 
diction  in  the  'whole  catalogue  which  has  been 
fulfilled.    The  wants  of  the  country,  ia  respect  to 
coarse  cottons,  are  most  abundantly  supplied;  we 
produce,  from  the  skill  and  industry  of  our  o«ni 
people,  an  article  most  essential  to  our  comfort,  ot 
a  quality  vastly  superior  .to  any  ever  imported* 
and  at  a  price  greatly  reduced.    Sir,  if  tnis  W 
stood  alone,  it  would  speak  volumes  in  fafor  of 
the  policy  of  this  bill.    Gentlemen  may  ux  their 
ingenuity  as  they  please,  to  account  for  the  sac- 
cess. of  this  measure  of  national  policy,  and  for  tbe 
failure  of  their  own  predictions;  they  cannot  mis- 
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lead  the  public  miod.  The  facts  are  apparent  to 
the  capacity  of  every  man.  But,  sir,  this  is  only 
one  instance  which  go^s  to  show  the  fallacy  of 
the  assertion,  that  increased  duties  augment  the 
price  to  the  consumer.  I  might  enumerate' the 
Tartous  articles  manufactured  from  leather — as 
boots,  shoes,  harness,  saddles,  bridles — cabinet  fur- 
niture, as  chairs  and  tables — carriage^,  Kats,  nails, 
shovels,  and  spades,  and  various  other  articles, 
as  furnishing  conclusive  .evidence  that,  where 
OoFernment  has  mated  an  adequate  protective 
duty,  to  articles  of  prime  necessity,  the  raw*  ma- 
terial of  which  is  produced  at  home,  domestic 
competition  invariably  produces  an  adeqiiate  sup- 
ply, at  prices  generally  not  exceeding  those  of  the 
imported  articles,  and  frequently  much  lower,, 
taking  into  calculation  the  quality  of  the  goods. 

Taling,  then,  experience  as  our  guide,  may  we 
not  ex^t  the  samfe  results,  in  regard  to  iron? 
New  mines  of  this  valuable  treasure  are  daily  dis- 
covered, producing,  in  the  greatest  abundance,  the 
best  iron  in  the  world.  Protect  your  manufac- 
tures from  being  ruined  by  foreign  importation ; 
^ye  them  the  suppjly  of  the  home  market,  which 
'Will  insure  them  a  regular  denmnd  and  a  ready 
sale  for  }he  fruits. of  their  industrjr.  •  Let  them 
progress  gradually  in  perfecting  their  machinery, 
aod  in  acquiring  skill,  which  experience  alone 
can  five.  The  resourpes  of  opr  countrv,  the  en- 
terprise and  energy  of  our  citizens,  wiin  our  ex- 
perience in  relation  to  other,  subjects,  all  justify 
the  conclusion  that  domestic  competition  will  in- 
sure us  ^  full  supply,  at  reasonable^  prices,  of  an 
article  so  intimately  connected  with  our  national 
defence  in  war,  and  so  essential  to  our  agricaltu- 
ral,  our  manufacturing,  and  onr  commercial  purr 
suits  inpeace. 

Mr.^BATLiES  opposed  the  amendment  in  a 
short  speech. 

Mr.  McDurriB  moved  to  aoiend  the  amend- 
ment, by  stritinfr  out  one  dollar  and  inserting 
eighty  cents,  a^  the  duty  per  cwt.,  and  supported 
his  naM>tipn  by  a  speech,  in  which  he  delivered  at 
length  his  sentiments  on  the  iron  duty. 

Mr.  Archer  followed,  on  the  same  side,  in  a 
speech  of  considerable  extent. . 

Mr.  Wbbstkr  spoke  at  length  is  favor  of  the 
duty  of  eighty  cents. 

Mr.  Too  rose  in  reply,  and,  having  spoken  for 
some  lime,  after  he  concluded, 
Mr.  Krbbier  called  for  the  previous  question. 

The  House^  this  time,  sustained  the  call — ayes 
96,  noes  86.* 

The  question,  ^^Bhall  the  main  question  be  now 
potT^  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  111, 
nays  93,  as  follows : 

YsA»«<»Hessrs.  Adams,  Alsxander  ef  Tennailkae, 
Allen  of  TeaoessM,  Allison,  Barber  of  Connecticut, 
J.  8.  Barbour,  Bartl^y,  Beechar,  Bli^ir,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Baebanan*  Back,  Bucknar,  Cady,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Caaaady,  Clark,  Cocke,  Collina,  Condict, 
Cook,  GraHs,  Craig,  Durfea,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy, 
SIlia,  Favelly,  Findlay,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forward, 
Oarriaos,  Gttlay,  Oarley,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill, 
Uonry,  Herkimer,  Hokombe,  HooatOD,  Jenkins, 
Johnaon  of  Virginia,  J.  T.'  Johnson,  Kant,  Kidder, 


Kramer,  Left'wich,  Letcher,  Little,  Livingston,  Mc- 
Arthur,  McKeati,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley, 
Marttndale,  Marvin,  MatJack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mit- 
chell of  PennaylTania,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan, 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patteraon  of  Ohio,  Plumer 
of  Pennaylvania,  Prince.  Richards,  Riqh,  Rogers, 
Rqse,  Rosa,  Sandford;  Scott,  Sharpe,  Bloane,  Wm. 
Smith,  Sterlhig,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong, 
Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Byck,  Teat,  Thompson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Tod,  ^  Tomlinsoti,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree, 
Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Jlensaelabr,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton, 
Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wickliffe, 
WiJliamstff  New  Yo/k,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson, 
Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright.' 

Nats — Meaara.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  .Virginia,  Allen 
of  Maasachnaetts,  Archer.  Bayliea,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
Bartlett,  Baasett,  Breck,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambre- 
leng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb, 
Conner,  Cro^ninahield,  Cnlpeper,  Caahman,  Cuth* 
bert,  Pay,  Dwinell,  Edwarda  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forayih,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett, 
Gatlin,  Giatv  Govap,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hay« 
ward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogaboom,  Hooka,  Isacks, 
F.  Johnson,  Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Lincoln,  Litch- 
field, Locke^  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDoffie, 
McKea,  McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mapgnm, 
Mercer,  Mi'tchell'  of  Maryland,.  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Neale,  Nelaon,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of 
Ntfw  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Reynolds,  Rivea,  Saundera,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,  A. 
Stevenson,  James  Stephenaon,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
Thempaon  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield, 
Wiebster,  Whipple,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Wtlaon  of  South  Carolina. 

The  said  main  quotum  was  then  put,  to  wit : 
<^  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  V*  and  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  105, 
nays  102,  as  rbtlows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adama,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allison,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Beecher, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Bucknar,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Caasedy,  Clark,  CoNina,  Condict, 
Cook,  CrafU,  Craig,  Dorfee,  DWight,  Eaton,  Eddy, 
Ellia,  Fafraiiy,  Findlay,  Forward,  Oarriaen,  Oazlay, 
Hasris,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henrys  Herkimer,  Hol- 
combe,  Houston,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T. 
Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence, 
Letcher,  Little,  McArthur,  McKean,  McKim,  Me- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Mark- 
ley,  Marttndale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Mataon,  Metcalfe, 
Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore 
of  Kentncky,  Morgan,  Patteraon  of  Pennaylvania, 
Patteraon  of  Ohio,  Plumar  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince* 
Riehania,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Rosa,  Scott,  Shecpe, 
Sloane,  Steriiog,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storra,  Strong, 
Swan,  Taylor,  Tan. Byck,  Teat,  Thompson  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Tod»  Tomlfaaaon,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyaon, 
Udree,  Vanoe  of  Obie,  Van  Renaaelaer,  Van  Wyek, 
Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  WhitUeaey,  White, 
Wickliffe,  James  Wilaen,  Henry  Wilaon,  Wilson  of 
Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

NATS^Mesrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Masaacbuaetta,  Allen  of  Tenneasee,  Archer,  BayKea, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Barhoor,  Bartlett,  Baaaett,  Blair, 
Breck,  Brent,  Qorleigh,  Burton,  Camhreleng,  Camp- 
bell of  South  CaroKaa,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Conner,  Ciowninahield,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Culh- 
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bert,  D«y«  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolint,  Floyd, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forsyth, 
Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Goran,  Gurley, 
Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward,  Herrick,  Hobart^ 
Hogeboom,  Hook^,  tsacks,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Lee,  Left- 
wich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  .Livermore,  Livingston, 
Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  Mcl^ee, 
Mangum,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson^ 
Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire, 
Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rives, 
Saunders,  Sandford,  8ibley,  Arthur  SmiU:^  Alexander 
Bmyth,  William  .dmith,  Spaight,  Bpe nee,  Btandefer, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  X^ttnall, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia).  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield, 
Webster,  Whipple,  Williams  of  New  York,  Williams 
of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson 
of  South  Carolina.  . 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed'aad  read 
a  third  time. 

The  question  being  then  stated,  as  to  the  day 
OD  which  the  bill  should  receive  its  third  reading — 

Mr.  Too  moTed^tbat  it  have  its  third  reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  it  have  its  third 
readifig  on  Monday  next,  and  supported  the  mo- 
tiont  by  a  few  remarks. 

Qn  this  question  a  Warm  debate  arose,  in  which 
Messrs.  Livingston,  Merper,  and  Warfield, 
advocated^  and  Messrs.  Tod,  Kre.mer,  Metcalfe, 
and  Storrs  opposed  the  postponeiQent. 

Mr.  Saunderb  moved  for  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the*  bill. 

The  Chair  pronoaoced  this  motion  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Saunders  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Randolph,  moVed  that  the  third  reading  take 
place  on  the  4th  of  July  next. 

Mr.  Wright  made  some  observations  in  expla- 
nation of  the  actual  state  of  the  question,  in  re- 
gard to  the  bill. 

An  unsuccessful  motion  was  made  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Chair  pronounced  this  motiotf  to  be  out  of 
order,  as*  the  bill  itself  was  not,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, before  the  House,  and  the  only  question  be- 
fore the  Houte  being  the  fixing  of  the  day  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  4th  day  of 
July  next^as  the  day  for  the  third  reading,  by  yeas 
and  nays — ^yeas  ^8,  nays  131,  as  follows: 

YxAB — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Ar- 
cher, P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bassett, 
Breek,  Brent,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambrdeng,  Camp- 
bell of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary^  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Conner,  Crowninshield,  Culpepcr,  Cushman,  Day, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd>  Forsyth,  Fuller, 
Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  GurJey,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Hayward,  Herrick,  Hooks,  Kent,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Liv- 
ingston, Long,  Longfellow^  McCoy,  McKee,  Mangum, 
Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Poinsett, 
Randolph,  Rankin,  Rives,  Saunders,,  Arthur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence, 
A.  StoTenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
Thompso/i  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wil-  ^ 
•on  of  South  Carolina. 


NATs-^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  TennoMee, 

Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Alfisuo, 
Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Blair,  Brad- 
ley, Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,.  Buckner,  Cady,  Camp- 
bell of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook, 
Crafts,  Craig,  Cuthbert,  Durfee,  Dwineli,  Dwight, 
Eaton,  Eddy,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Con- 
necticut, Forward,  Garrison,'  Gaslay,  Hariris,  Harrey, 
bayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hoge- 
boom t  Holcombe,  Honston,  Tsacks,  Jenkins^  Johnson 
of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  P.  Johnson,  Kremer,  La- 
throp,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Little,  Locke, 
McArthnr,  MtcDuffie,  McKean,  McKim,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  Mcl^ean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Mailtn- 
dale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of 
Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Ken- 
tucky, Morcan,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  PatterMn  of 
Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  New 
Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Reed, 
Reynolds,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers;  Rose;  Ross,  Sand- 
ford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Sluane,  Stande/er,  Sterling, 
SUwart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten 
Eyck,  ^estt  Thompson  ef  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlioion, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udfee,  Vance  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Vanoe  of  Ohio,.  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vin- 
ton, Warfield,  Wayne,  Whitman,  WhitUeSey,  White, 
Wicktiffe,  Williams  of  New  York,  WilHams  of  Vi^ 
ginia,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
Wood,  W^ods,  and  Wright. 

Mr.  Randolph  withdrew  his  motion  for  Mon- 
day, and  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow.   ^ 
'  The  House  then  adjotfrned. 


Thursday,  April  15.  ■ 
'  Mr., Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Dean 
Weymouth,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for  his  re- 
lief; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  acconopaoied 
with  a  report  of  the  number  of  non-commissioDed 
officers  and  privates  of  the  marine  corps,  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  where  stationed 
or  performing  duty;  abo,  a  report  of  the  amooat 
paid  to  the  LieuteUant  Colonel  of  the  marine  corps 
the  past  year,  for  his  monthly  pay  and  emolu' 
,meots  of  office,  prepared  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
12th  April  instant. — Laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr..FLOTp, 
respecting  transportation  of  priva,te  property  ia 
national  vessels,  purchases  of  naval  stores  abroad, 
dbc,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to,  nem,  con. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Call,  the  Committee  of 
W'ays  and  Means  w^re  instructed  to  iaqiifre  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  a  compensation  to 
Joseph  M.  White  and  William  Davidson,  of 
Florida,  for  services  rendered  the  United  States, 
in  the  capacity  of  district  attorney  and  marshal  of 
the  district  of  West  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Francis  Johnson,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placin?  Joseph  Kingry,  late  a  private  in  the  ser- 
vice of  tbc  United  States,  on  the  pension  roll* 
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The  resoIatioD  laid  upon  the  table  yesterday,  by 
Mr.  Hamilton^  was  taken  up,  read,  and  again 
laid  upon  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pa.ssed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz:  **An  act  for  the  relief -of  Thaddens 
May  hew ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ichal)od  Lord 
Skinner^"  "An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding 
the  district  court  in  the  district  of  Missouri ;"  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Hezekiah  Langley  and  Ben- 
jamin M.  Belt;"  and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Hewes;  in  which  bills  the  Senate  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  called  for  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  pjoposed  by  him 
for  fixing  a  day  for  the  adjournment  of  Congress; 
and,  on  his  motion,  the  question  of  consideration 
of  this  proposition  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays.^ — 
The  rote  stood  as  follows :  For  considering  it,  100; 
against  considering  it,  100» 

The  House  being  equally  divided  on  the  ques* 
tioD)  the  Spbakbr  voted  ttiereupon  in  the  neg- 
ative. •   • 
'  So  the  House  refused  now  40  consider  the  raid 
resolution. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved— ^nd  there  was  no  occa- 
-sion,  he  presumed,  for  him  to  indicate  the  grounds 
of  that  motion — tnat  wheYi  the  House  adjourns,  it 
shall  adjourn  to  meet  on  Saturday  next.  On  this 
question  Mr.  Tod  asked  for  ^he  yeas  and*  nays, 
but  the  House  refused  to  order  them.  The  ques- 
tion was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion, 
and  decided  in  the  ntgative,  without  a  division. 

OCCUPATION  OF  COLUMBIA  RIVER. 

Mr.  Floyd,  from  the  committee'  appointed  on 
the  29th  of  December  last,  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  occupying  the  mouth  of  the  Oregon 
or  Columbia,  river ;  made  a  report  thereon,  which 
was  rfead,  and  laid  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

» 

.  The  committee  to  which  wm  referred  the  resolu- 
•lion  of  the  29th  day  of  December  last,  instrocting 
them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  oocupying  the 
month  of  the  Oregon  or  Colombia  river,  have  had  the 
eame'  under  eonsideration,  and  ask  leave  ftirther  to 
report :  That  they  have  coosidered  the  subject  referr' 
red  to  them,  and  are  persuaded,  ihat,  both  m  a.  mili- 
tary and  commercial  pilint  of  view,  the  occupation  of 
that  Territory  is  of  great  importance  to  the  Republic ; 
bat,  as  moob  has  been  submitted  to  the  House  oa 
4heee  points,  by  fbrmer  committees,  they  have  now 
deemed  it  necessary  only  to  present  a  view  of  the  dif- 
ficnlties  which  would  probably  present  themselves  in 
accomplishing  that  object,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  can  bo  overcome. 

To  obtain  information,  a  letter  to  this  end  was  ad- 
dressed to  an  officer  of  the  Army,  whose  integrity  in 
-the  public  service  is  well  known  to  the  House,  and 
whose  military  knowledge  is  entitled  to  the  highest 
respect;,  that  officer.  Brigadier- General  Thomas  8. 
JesDp,  answered  so  stftisfactorily  to  the  committee, 
that  they  have  presentedlhe  answer,  in  its  entire  form, 
■to  the  House,  and  adopt  it  as  a  part  of  this  report 

.QVAftTXBJiASTBK  GsKBaAL'slOpVlCX, 

Waahington,  April  26,  18X4. 
8iB  :  In  reply  to  your  letter,  dated  the  30th  ultimo. 


requesting  me -to  communicate  **  any  facts,  views,  or 
opinions,  which  may  have  presented  themselves  to 
tne,  relative  to  the  probable  difficulty  of  making  an 
establishment  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia  river,  and 
the  military  advantages  of  that  establbhment,*'  I  have 
the  hooor  to  remark,  that,  ever  since  my  attention 
was  first  directed  to  the  subject,  I  haye  considered  the 
possession  snd  military  command  of  the  Columbia 
necessary  not  only  to  the  protection  of  the  trade, 
but  to  the  security  of  our  Western  frontier.  That 
flank  of  our  country,  extending  from  the  Lakes  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  is  every  where  in  contact  with  nu- 
merous, poWerfiil,  and  wirlike  Indian  nations ;  whoy 
altogetber,  might  be  able  to  bring  into  the  field,  from 
.twenty  to  thirty  thousand  warriors.  Most  of  those 
nations  .communicate,  either  with  the  British  to  the 
North  and  West,  or  the  Spaniards  to  the  8onth«  In 
the  event  of  war,  that  force,  with  a  few  hundred  for- 
eign troops,  or  under  the  influence  of  fibreign  compa- 
nies, might  be  made  more  formidable  to  us  than  any 
force  which  Europe  combined  oould  ^oppose  to  us. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  such  measures  be  adopted  as  to 
secure  a  proper  influence  over  them,  and,  in  the  event 
of  war,  to  command  their  co-operation,  they,  with  the 
aid  of  a  few  small  garrisons,  would  not  only  afibrd 
ample  protection  for  that  entire  line,  but  would  he- 
come  the  scourge  of  our  enemies. 

The  dangers  to  be  apprehended,  can  on^  be  averted 
by  proper  -military  establishments  {  and  whether  the 
post  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia  be  intended  to  secure 
our  territory,  protect  our  traders,  or  to  cut  off  all  com- 
munication between  the  Indians  and  foreigners,  I 
should  consider  a  line  of  posts  extending  from  the 
Council  Blu£b  entirely  across  the  continent  neCessliry. 
Those  posts  should  be  situated,  as  well  with  a  view 
to  command  the  avenues  through  whioh  the  Indians 
pass  from  the  north  to  the  south,  as  to  keep  open  com- 
munication with  the '  establishment  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Columbia. 

A  post  should  be  established  at  the  Man  dan  villages, 
because,  there  the  Missouri  approaches  within  » short 
distance  of  the  British  territory,  and  it  would  have 
the  tffoci  of  holding  in  check  the  Hudson's  Bay  and 
Northwest  Companies,  and  controlling  the  Riekarees, 
^landansr  Minnatarees,  Assinibolns,  i^d  other  lu'- 
dilms,  who  either  reside  or  range  on  the  terfitory 
east,  north,  and  west  of  that  point* 

A  poet  at,  or  near,  the  head  of  navigation  on  the 
Missouri,  would  control  the  Blackfoot  Indians,  protect 
our  traders,  enable  us  to  remove  those  of  the  British 
eompanies  from  our  territory,  and  serve  as  a  depot, 
at  whioh  detachments  moved  towards  the  Columbia 
might  either  be  supplied,  or  leave  such  stoves  as  they 
should  And  it  difficoK  to  carry  with  them  through  the 
mountains.  It  might  also  be  made  a  depot  of  trade, 
and  of  the  Indian  Department. 

To  keep  open  the  communication  through  the  moun- 
tains, there  should  be  at  least  one  shiall  post  at  some 
convenient  point  between  the  Missouri  and  the  Co- 
lumbia, and  on  the  Utter  river  and  its  tributaries, 
there  should  be  at  least  three  posts.  They  would 
afford  present  protection  to  our  traders,  and,  on  the 
expiration  of  the  privilege  granted  to  British  subjects 
to  trade  on  the  waters  of  the  Columbia,  would  enable 
us  to  remove  them  from  our  territory,  and  to  secure 
the  whole  to  our  6wn  citizens.  They  would  also  en- 
able us  to  preserve  peace  ambng  the  Indians,  and,  in 
ths  event  of  foreign  war,  to  command  their  neutrality 
or  their  assistance,  as  we  might  think  most  advisable. 
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Th9  poBta  deiiflfiMted,  might  be  entablished  and  main- 
tained, at  an  additional  annual  ezp^nie  not  exceed- 
ing forty  theoaand  doUara. 

By  extending  to  thoae  poets  the  ay^tem  of  cultiTa* 
tion,  now  in  operation  at  the  Council  Bloflb,  the  ex- 
pense of  supplying  them  would,  in  a  few  years,  be 
greatly  diminished.  -  JMills  might  be  erected  at  all  the 
poata  at  a  trifling  expense,  and,  the  whole  country 
abounding  in  grass,  all  the  domestic  animals  neces- 
sary, either  for  labor  or  subsistence,  might  be  sup- 
ported* This  would  render  the  establishment  more 
secure,  and,  consequently,  more  formidable  to  the  In- 
dian nations  in  their  Ticinity. 

As  to  the  proposed  posts  on  the  Columbia,  it  is  be- 
lieTed  they  might  be  supplied  immediately  at  a  low 
rate.  Wheat  may  be  obtained  at  New  California,  at 
about  twenty-five  cants  per  bushel,  and  beef  cattle  at 
three  or  four  dollars  each.  Salt,  in  any  quantity  re- 
quired, may  be  had  at  an  island  near  the  Peninaula  of 
California.  Should  transportation  not  be  readily  ob- 
tamed  for  those  articles,  vessels  might  be  constructed 
by  the  troops. 

To  obtain  the  desired  advantagea,  it  is  important, 
itot  only  that  we  occupy  the  posts  designated,  but  that 
we  commence  our  operations  without  delay.  The 
Britiah  companies  are  wealthy  and  powerful;  their 
establishments  extend  from  Hudson's  Bay  and  Lake 
Superior  to  the  Pacific ;  many  of  them  within  our  ter- 
ritory. It  is  not  to  be  supposed  they  would  sfirrftader 
those  advantagea  without  a  struggle,  and,  though  they 
should  not  engage  in  hostilities  themselves,  they  might 
render  all  the  Indiana,  in  that  extensive  region,  hos- 
tOe. 

The  detachment  intended  to  occupy  the  mouth  of 
Columbia  might  leave  the  Council  Biufis  in  June,  and 
one  hundred  and  fiAy  men  proceed  with  the  boats  and 
stores ;  and,  at  the  c<>antry  is  openi  and  abounds  with 
grass,  the  remaining  fifty  might  proceed  by  land,  with 
the  horses  intended  for  the  transportation  across  the 
mountains,  and  might  drive  three  or  four  hundred 
beeves  to  the  Mandan  villages  or  to  the  foils  of  Mis- 
souri ;  at  one  of  those  places  the  parties  should  -unite 
and  spend  the  winter.  The  latter  would  be  preforable, 
because  there  they  might  be  able  to  establish  a  firiendij- 
intercourse  with  the  Blacldbot  Indians,  or,  at  all 
events,  by  impressing  them  with  an  idea  of  the  power 
of  the  nation,  reatrain  their  depredations  upon  the 
neighboring  tribes,  and  deter  them  from  aeta  of  out- 
^rage  upon  our  traders.  -They  might,  alaoi  during  the 
winter,  reconnoitre  the  aeveral  pasaea  through  the 
moMntains,  prepare  provisions  necessary  to  auppdrt 
them  on  the  march,  and  down  the  Columbia ;  and,  if 
anthorii^d  to  do  ao,  remove  from  our  terrtftoriea  all 
Britiah  tradera  on  the  watera  of  the  Missouri.  They 
would  neoeaaarily  remain  at,  or  in  th^  vicinity  of,  their 
wintering  ground,  until  June,  but  might  ba  oocupied 
during  the  montha  of  April  and  Ma^,  in  ODening  a 
road  to  the  mountains,  and  constructing  bridges  over 
the  numerous  streama  on  the  route.  I'hia  work  per- 
formed, they  might,  in  about  twenty  daya,  reach  the 
navigable  watera  of  Clark's  river,  a  branch  oi  the 
Columbia,  and,  in  ten  days  more,  prepare  transportation 
to  deacend  to  their  destination,  where,  after  every  ne* 
ceaaary  allowance  for  accidents  and  delays,  they  would 
certainly  arrive  by  the  month  of  August. 

The  vessels  employed  to  transport  the  stores  by  sea, 
might  leave  the  United  Statea  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember, and  would  arrive  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia 
in  April,  at  least  four  months  before  the  detachment 


from  the  Council  Blulfo  could  reach  that  point ;  tad, 
unless  the  ships  should  be  'detained,  during  that  time, 
which  could  not  be  expected,  the  atorca  would  be  ex- 
posed to  damage  and  depredation,  and  perhaps,  bj 
the  .time  the  troops  should  arrive,  would  be  entbdy 
destroyed.  It  would,  therefore,  seem  to  me  a  meason 
of  prAdence,  that  at  least  one  company  of  artillerj  be 
transported  with  the  stores.  That  deacfiptionof  foice 
would  be  found  necessary  at  the  post,  and  the  ships 
would  afford  them  ample  accommodation. 

That  the  route  from  the  Council  Blufis  to  the 
mouth  of  Columbia  is  practicable,  has  been  proved  by 
th^  enterprise  of  more  than  one  of  our  citixens.  It, 
no  doubt,  presents  difficulties ;  but  difficulties  are  not 
impoaaibilities.  We  have  only  to  refer  to  the  pagei 
of  our  history  to  learn  that  many  operationa,  infinitely 
more  arduous,  have  been  accomplished  by  Americsnt. 
The  march  of  Arnold  to  Quebec,  or  of  General  Clirk 
to  Vincennee,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  exceeded 
greatly  in  fatigue,  privation,  difficulty,  and  "danger, 
the  proposed  operation ;  and  I  believe  I  may  aay,  inlji- 
olit  fear  of  oontiadiction,  that  the  'detaehmeat  feiight 
be  eupplied,  during  the  whole  route,  with  Jess  diffi- 
culty than  in  the  war  of  1756  waa  experienced  in  sop- 
plying  the  forces  operating  ivider  £l«neral  Wasbiag- 
ton,  ind  General  sraddock,  against  the  French  aad 
Indiana,  on  the  Ohio. 

A  poet  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia  ia  important,  net 
only  in  relation  to  the  interior  trade,  and  the  militsiy 
defence  of  the  weatern  section  of  the  Union,  bat,  pJw, 
in  relation  to  the  naval  power  of  the  nation.  Naval 
power  consists,  not  in  ship;,  bqt  in  seamen ;  and,  to 
be  efficient,  the  force  muat  always  be  available.  The 
northwest  coast  of  America  is  an  admirable  nnriery 
for  seamen — many  of  o^r  beat  aailora  are  formed  there; 
without  a  naval  station,  -  howwrer,  on  the  Pacific,  the 
force  employed  in  the  whale  fishery*  &■  well  as  in 
aealing,  and  the  northwest  trade,  would,  in  the  event 
of  war,  with  a  grea(  maritime  Power,  be,  io  some 
measure,  lost  to  the  nation^  But,  that  establishment 
made,  it  would  afford  a  secure  retreat  to  all  oor  ships 
and'aeamen  in  that  aection  of  the  globe;' and  the 
force,  thua  concentrated,  might  be  used  with  efisct 
against  the  trade,  if  not  the  fleets  or  poeseasions  of  the 
enemy,  in  place  of  being  driven  to  the  Atlantic,  or 
perhapa  captured  on  their  way. 

'rhe  aatabliahment  might  be  ooneidored  as  a  gnat 
baation,  commanding  the  whole  line  of  coast  to  the 
North  and  South ;  and  it  would  have  the  same  iafle- 
ence  on  that  line  which  the  baationa  of  a  work  have 
on  ita  curtains;  for  the  principiaa  of  defence  are  the 
aame,  whether  applied  to  a  email  foiireaa,  or  to  a  line 
of  frcAtier,  or  even  an  entire  aection  of  the  gtobe.  la 
the  one  caae,  the  miaailea  used  are  bttUetsaad  caaneB 
ahot;  in  the  other,  ahips  and  fleeta. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec., 

TH.  8.  JB8UP. 

Hon.  J.  Flots,  House  of  iUprtHntaiinu* 

INDIAN  RESERVATIONS  IN  GEORGIA. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  select  <;ommitt6e  to 
which  was  referred  the  President's  Message  of  tbe 
30th  of  March,  1824,  relating  to  the  execulioD  ol 
so  much  of  the  compact  of  1802  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Sute  of  Georgia,  as  i^- 
latea  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to 
lands  witltin  that  State;  also,  a  memorial  of  1°^ 
Legislature  of  the  said  State;  made  a  report 
thereon ;  which  was  read,  as  follows: 
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The  select  oomraittee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
PreMdent'e  Meeeage^  of  the  30th  of  March,  with  the 
doeaoients  ftccompanying^  it,  relating  to  the  compact 
of  1803,  between  the  United  States  and  the  8ute  of 
Georgia^  submit  to  the  House,  on  that  Message;  and 
on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislator^  of  the  State  of 
Georgim,  also  referred  to  them*  the  following  report : 

The  dtate  of  Georgia  claimed^  on  the  establishment 
of  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  all  the  lands 
DOW  ferming  the  States  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  and 
Mismmppi,  with  the  exception  of  those  portions  of 
the  two  last  States  which  fermod  a  part  of  Florida  sod 
LoQiviana. 

This  claim  was  founded  upon  the  charter  of  incor- 

pormtion  of  the  proprietary  gov#rnment ;  on  the  Royal 

eonaaiission*  isaoed  to  the  Governors  of  the  State, 

alkor  the  proprietors  had  surrendered  their  charter  to 

the  Gsown.     The  claim  was  disputed  by  South  Caro* 

Una  and  by  the  United  States.   The  conflicting  claims 

of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  were  adjusted  by  a 

eonventioo.  between   them,-  in    1787.     The  United 

States  recognised,  by  the  treaty  with  Spain  of  the 

year  1795,  the  claim  of  Georgia,  havini:  refiised,  in 

1788,  a  cession  from  the  State,  on  account  of  the  re- 

nM>laness  of  the  lands,  and  of  the  tetma  proposed  by 

Georgia. 

in  April,  1796,  Congresa  passed  a  law  in  relation  to 
the  wes^rh  part  of  the  territory  of  Georgia,  with  a 
reaerration  of  the  rights  of  Georgia  to  the  jurisdiction 
and  soil. 

Id  May»  1800,  another  act  was  pMsed,  containing 
a  similar  reservation. 

In  December,  1800,  Georgia  remonstrated  against 
these  acts,  as  a  violation  of  her  right  of  tovereignty 
and  soil.    The  compact  of  1802  put  an  'end  to  the 
diapntes  which  were  likely  to  arise  out  of  this  collisioa 
between  the  General  and  State  Governments.     By 
this  compact',  the  United  States  obtained  a  surrender 
of  the  right  of  Georgia  to  the  sovereignty  and  soil  of 
two  States,,  containing,  by  aatimats,  eighty-six  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  land,  for  the  paltry  consideration  of 
the  payment  of  |lr,380,000  out  of  the  proceeds  of  that 
lead,  and  of  a  promise  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title 
to  the  land  within  the  territorial  limite  not  ceded  to 
the  United  Statea,  as  soon  as  it  could  be  done  peace- 
ably, and  on  reasonable  terms.     The  execution  of 
this  eompact  produced  no  change  in  the  right  of 
Geoigia  to  the  aovereigrity  and  soil  of  the  land  within 
her. newly  dafined  bonadaries.    Ito  only  eflect  was  to 
throw  upon  «the  United  States  the  expense  which 
might  attend  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title, 
an  expense  which,  but  for  this  o«Nnpact,  must  have 
been  .borne  by  the  Sta^.     Nor  did  this  oompaet,  in 
the  slightest  aireumstence,  add  te  the  title  of  the  Xn- 
diane;  it  recogaisad  only  the  claim  which  they,  as 
Indians,  were  allowed  to  have,  according  to  the  usages 
of  the  States,  an4  the  liberal  policy  adopted  towards 
them  by  the  General  Governident. 

la  relation  to  the  .Cherokees,  the  principal  topic  of 
the  President's  Message,  it  would  appear  that  new 
doctrineii  are  permitted  to  be  entertained  of  them,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  neither  consistent  with 
the  opinions  heretofore  entertained,  with  tbe  practices 
of  the  Government,  nor  with  the  interests  of  the 
Union.  The  Gherokeeft  claim  to  be  an  independent 
tribe.  The  President  avoWs  the  belief  that  the  articles 
of  cession  of  160B  is  a  full  proof  that  the  Indians  had 
a  right  to  the  territory,  in  tne  disposal  of  which  they 
ware  to  be  regarded  as  free  agento. 


The  acts  of  the  General  Government,  in  1814,  in 
relation  to  the  Creeks;  the  language  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  in  1817;  the  language  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  1818;  of  the  agent  of  tbe  Gov- 
ernment in  that  year,  in  (reading  with  the  Cberokees; 
of  the  agent  treating:  with  them  in  1823,  does  not  cor- 
'  respond' with  the  opinions  now  expressed. 

In  1814,  General  Jackson,  acting  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  Government,  took  from  tbe  Creek  hidians, 
for  an  equivalent  named  by  himself,  all'  the  land  the 
United  States  chose  to  reqpire,  to  effect  a  great  object 
of  ^national  policy  in  regard  to  the  Indian  tribes.  It 
cannot  be  alleged  that  this  was  done  by  virtue  of  con- 
quest. The  letter  of  the  late  Indian  agent,  Colonel 
Hawkins,  of  the  11th  of  August,  1815,  laid  bfefore  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  5th  of  April,  1824, 
shows  that  nearly  eight  ipillions  of  acres  were  taken 
from  the  friendly  Indians,  (our  allies  in  the  war,)  over 
and  tfbove  all  the  •  hunting  grounds  of  the  upper 
friendly  Creeks,  for  what  was  called  an  equivalent, 
But  which  the  Indians  did  not  deem  such. 

In  1817,  in  his  Massage  at  the  opening  of  Congress, 
the  President  says,  **  the  hunter  state  can  exist  only 
in  the  vast  uncultivated  desert.  It  yields  to  the  mora 
dense  and  compact  form,  and  greater  forc^  of  oivilixad 
population;  and,  of  right,  it -ought  to  yield,  for  the 
earth  was  given  to  mankind  to  support  the  greatest 
number  of  which  it  was  capable,  and  no  tribe  or  peo- 
ple have  a  right  to  withhold,  from  the  wanta  of  others, 
more  than  is  necessary  for  their  own*  support  and 
comforL"  •  . 

In  a  letter  of  the  29th  July,  1818,  (he  Secretary  of 
Wsr  says  to  Mr.  McMinn,  speaking  of.  the  attempto 
to  prevent  the  Cberokees  from  going  to  Arkansas, 
**the  United  States  will  not  permit  the  treaty  to  be 
defeated  by  such  means.  Those  who  choose  to  semain 
are  permitted  to  do  so  iir  quiet — ^those  who  choose  to 
emigrate, mast- be  equally  freew"  And  further:  "It 
is  Tain  for  tbe  Cberokees  to  hold  the  high  tone  which 
they  do,  as  to  their  independence  as  a  nation,  fer 
daily  proof  is  exhibited  that,  were  it  not  for  the  pro- 
tecting arm  of  the  United  States,  they. would  beconia 
the  victims  of  fraud  and  violence."  Mr.  McMinn 
tells  the  Cberokees,  in  conformity  with  this  declara- 
tion, in  his  talk  to  the  ehieft,  of  the  23d  of  November, 
1818,  *'  It  must  surely  be,  my  brothers,  that  you  view, 
me  as  an  impostor,  acting  upon  my  own  authority, 
with  a  view. to  deceive  the  nation,  or  that  you  flatter 
yourselves  with  the  empty  expectation  that  the  United 
States  cannot  execute  a  measure  of  general  defenoe 
for  the  safety  of  her  citizens,  which  shah,  in  the  slight- 
est degree,  aflect  your  intereet  or  your  wishes.''  '  The 
agento  of  1823  assert  an  unqualified  right  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  take  from  the  Indians  any  of  their  lands 
for  public  use.  It  is  asserted,  however,  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  that  there  were  treaties  ekisting  with 
the  Cberokees,  in  1802,  which  guarantied  their  lands. 
These  gusrantees  were  only  of  the  Ihdian  title,  as  un- 
derstood by  all  at  tbe  date  of  the  execution  of  these 
treaties — a  title  of  mere  occupancy,  for  the  purposes  of 
hunting. 

Tbe  idea  of  title  to  the  soil  was,  until  lately,  un- 
.known  to  the  Indians.  Their  lands  were  overrun  by 
them,  not  inhabited  ;  their  righta  not  transferred,  but 
extinguished,  dependent  upon  the  will  of  the  power  to 
whom  the  sovereignty  over  them  belongs.  This  sovereign 
power  was  Georgia,  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Conati- 
tution  of  the  United  States.  That  Constitution  gave  to 
the  United  States  the  suthority  to  manage  the  affairs  of 
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the  Indians,  for  (he  peace  of  the  Union,  and  the  eyen- 
tnal  benefit  of  Georgia.  The  Indians  had  mere  occu- 
pation ;  the  United  States  were  the  agents  of  Georgia 
for  the  extinguishment  of  this  allowed  possession. 
The  compact  of  1802,  required  this  to  be  effected  out 
of  the  general  fund.  No  act  of  the  United  States,  nor 
of  the  Indians,  nor  of  both,  could,  without  her  consent, 
impair  the  rights  of  Georgia  to  the  jurisdiction  and 
soil  of  the  territory  in  question,  whenever  the  Indians 
should  be  removed  from  it,  by  accident,  by  contract, 
or  by  force.  This  doctrine  is  confirmed  by  the  deci* 
sion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  which 
has  declared  sales  made  by  Slates,  of  Indiali  territory, 
▼alid,  prior  to  the  eztinguishitaent  of  Indian  title  :  That 
there  is  a  specieirof  seizin  in  iise,  which  enables  a 
^tate  to  grant  to  individuals.  In  fact,  the  compact  of 
1802  is  the  acknowledgment  of  the  United  States  of 
this  doctrine,  as  their  only  title  to  the  soil  of  Alabama 
-and  Mississippi  is  founded  upon  it.  'The  Secretary  of 
War,  in  his  attention  tp  the  treaties  guarantying  the 
Indian  title,  has  entirely  omitted  to  notice  the  fi^t 
«iid  most  important  document  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject, the  Treaty  of  Hopewell,  W  1785— a  document 
■ostaining  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  and  giving 
to  it,  %hat  is  now  deemed  important,  the  sanction  of 
Indian  acquiescence.  The  fourth  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Hopewell,  is,  "  the  boundary  allotted  to  the  Cbero- 
kees  for  their  hunting  grounds,  is,  and  shall  be,  the 
loUowing :"  The  Indians  aclmowledge,  by  that  treaty, 
the  United  States  as  their  sovereign;  and,  by  the 
9th  article.  Congress  assumes,  for  the  interest  and 
comfort  of  the  Indians,  the  power  to  regulate  their 
trade,  and  manage  all  their  affairs  as  they  may  deem 
proper.  This  treaty  existed  at  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  Georgia,  as  a 
member  of  the  Union,  was  vested  with  the  sovereignty 
and  soil  of  the  Cherokee  lands,  sabject  only  to  the  In- 
dian right  of  hunting  within  the  allotted  limits,  which 
right,  the  General  Government  was  bound  to  extin- 
guish es  early  as  the  general  convenience^ would 
permit. 

The  duty  of  the  General  Governmient  was  to  do  all 
acts  which  would  accelerate  this  event ;  to  refrain  from 
all  acts  which  would  retard  it.  Over  the  territories  of 
the  United  States,  the  General  Government  tould 
rightfully  exercise  unlimited  power,  in  relation  to  the 
>  Indian  tribes.  Within  a  particular  State,  the  sole 
power  wae  that  of  agency,  for  the  preservation  of 
peace,  the  regulation  of  trade,  and  the  extinguishment 
of  title.  To  this  general  obligation,  imposed  by  the 
Constitution  on  all  the  States,  a  special  promise  was 
added  in  favor  of  Georgia,  in  1802;  partially  executed  ; 
but,  to  the  complete  execution  of  which,  difficulties 
lare  alleged  to  exist,  which  require  the  interposition  of 
the  power  of  Congress. 

How  far  this  promjse  .has  been  complied  with,  is 
attempted  to  be  shown,  by  two  documents,  marked  A 
and  B,  sent  to  Congress  by  the  President:  By  the 
document  A,  it  appears  that  the  Indian  title  to  16,- 
744,000  acres  has  been  extinguished  ;  and  that  there 
remains  10,240,000  acres  yet  in  their  possession,  as 
hunting  grounds.  The  first  quantity  is- alleged  to  be 
all  that  could  be  peaceably  obtained  on  reasonable 
terms. 

The  document  No.  1,  accompanying  this  report, 
will  show  that,  since  1802,  the  United  States  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  for  their  own  use,  more  than 
30,000,000  of  acres  in  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  in  ad- 
dition to  7,633,400  obtained  in  1801 ;  to  6^6,880 


obtained  for  Tennessee,  by  treaty,  firom  the  Chiekasav 
Indians,  subsequently  confirmed  bj  a  treaty  with  the 
Cherokees :  700,000  for  North  Carolina ;  and  aqoao- 
tity,  an  estimate  of  whith  is  not  in  the  hands  of  the 
committee,  for  South  Carolina.  Ho  satiefiKtoiy  ex- 
planation is  afforded  to  show  how  this  difiS^renee  ia 
the  quantity  of  lan4>  procured  by  tho  United  Statei, 
for  their  own  account^  and  in  Qomplianoe  with  their 
promise  to  Georgia,  has  occurred. 

The  document  B  is  intended  to  show  the  cxpenie 
incurred  in  the  execution  of  the.oooipact  of  1802.  It 
is  defective  and  delusive.  It  contains  no  credit  for  the 
money  received  at  the  treasury  of  Georgia,  vix :  the 
Yasoo  fund,  $184,616  84.  It  is  omitted  to  be  stated 
that  the  $1,260,000  was  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  property  acquired.  Itxharges  the  Y0200  compro- 
mise as  a  benefit,  te  Georgia,  who  had  no  interest  in 
the  settlement  but  a  common  interest  with  the  other 
States.  The  land  procured  for  the  X^herokees,  on  the 
Arkansas, ''is  charged  at  the  minimum  value  of  Isodi 
surveyed  and  offered  for  sale  by  thr  .United  Statee, 
and  not  at  its  trifling  actual  cost,  about  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars. 

The  committee  are  at  a  Toss  to  know  what  bearini 
this  defective  document '  has  on  the'  question  of  tbB 
Cherokee  lands.  As,  however,  they  presume  it  hu 
a  relation  not  well  understoiod,  they  conceive  it  proper 
to  show,  by  the  st^'ateraent  Nb.  2,  yfhtX  pecuniary  id* 
vantage*  have  accrued,  and  will  accrue,  to  the  United 
States,  under  the  compact  with  Georgia.  By  thie 
statement,  it  appears  thai  $4,5 lt,860  Hd,  exdoaiveof 
Mississippi  stock,  have  been  received  into  the  pablic 
Treasury ;  that  $6,444,821  61  are  due  from  salei 
made ;  that  the  land  ceded  by  the  Indians,  and  not 
yet  sold,  is  27,588  800  acres,  which,  at  the  mioiDOO 

Srice,  is  $34,486,000.     That  there  remains  yet,  w 
unting  grounds  foi  the  Indians,  22,977,576  acree. 

The  balance  of  profit  is  sufficiently  with  the  United 
States- to  justify  contracts  for  the  axtinguishmeot  of 
Indian  title  for  the  benefit  of  Georgia,  without  greet 
acrutiny  as  to  the  amount  of  expense  inAirred.  The 
committee  agree  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  ''that  bo 
opportunity  of  extinguishing  the  Indian  title,  on  nt- 
sonable  terms,  has  been  neglected  by  the  Genenl 
Government,"  for  its  own  us> ;  but  they  ^  not  per- 
ceive that  the  same  zeal  has  been  sncceesfuUy>exerted 
for  the  Sute  of  Georgia.  The  treaty  of  1814,  with 
the  Creeks,  was  dictated  by  General  Jackson  to  the 
Creeks,  by  order  of  the  Department  of  War.  As 
has  been  already  seen,  a  largo  territory  vi^i  tsken 
from  the  Creeks.  ^ 

The  policy  of  the  United  States,  as  explaiaed  by  lfc« 
^cretary,  required  a  separation  of  the  tribes  of  In- 
dians from  each  other,  and  from  the  ocean.  To  tbii 
policy  a  compliance  with  the  promiae  to  Georgia  wy 
sacrificed.  It  u  alleged  that  the  obligatiM  to  Geo^ 
gia  extends  only  to  the  purchase  of  lands^  Ac.  Tht 
term  purchase  is  an  interpolation ;  it  is  not  feund  is 
the  articles  of  cession  of  1602.  It  is  aUeged,  eleo,  tbit 
this  land  was  obtained  by  conqueat,  and  thereibre  tbi 
nation  was  at  liberty,  laying  the  contract  with  Geor 
gia  out  of  view,  to  pursue  its  plan  of  policy.  ^'^ 
out  entering  into  any  considerationa  to  show  ^^^ 
United  States,  having  obtained,  by  force  not  ueed  m 
that  purpose,  but  defensively,  the  opportunity  totS' 
tinguish  the  Indian  title  wiitun  the  limits  of  GeorgWr 
was  bound,  in  good  faith,  to  use  it,  it  is  deemed  m»' 
cient  to  refer  the  Hoase  to  the  facts,  dieclosed  by  the 
extract  from  Colonel  Hawkins's  letter,4arsady  ^ootedr 


2353 


HISTORY  OF  OONOBESB. 


2364 


April,  1824. 


Indkm  R9$erv<U4on9  in  Qtofffia, 


H.  OP  R. 


that  th»  aoqoitttion  by  cooqoett  was  an  aeqakitiob 
of  land*  from  frienda  and  ailiea,  for  ao  aqaivalent 
named  by  the  United  States. 

The  propriety  of  accommodatiDgr  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia was  suggested  to  the  eommissioner  of  the  United 
Statea  by  the  Indian  agent;, but  the  answer  was,  thftt 
the  instrttctioDs  of  the  GoTernroent  would  not  permit 
a  eomplinnce  with  this  snggcstion.    The  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  an  acquisition  of  land  tn  Georgia, 
to  any  extent,   coold   have  been  obtained  from  the 
Creeks  in  1814.    The  attention  of  Congress  has  been 
called  to  the  arrangements   made  with  the  Charokees 
in  1817  «nd  1819.    The  arrangement  of  1817  Was  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  wishes  of  the 
Cherokeee,^  as  declared  to  Mr.  Jefferson  in  1808,  by  a 
deputation   from  the  upper  and  low»r  towns.    Ac- 
cording to  the  preamble  pf  the  arrangement  of  1817, 
the  npper^towne  deaired  to  remain  fixed  aboTe  the 
Hiwassee  river,  to  contract  their  aociety  within  nar- 
row limits,  and  begin  the  estaUiahment  ef  fixed  laws 
and  a  regular  government.     The  lower  towns  desired 
to  continue'  the   hunter  life,  and  for  that  purpose 
witthed  to  remove  across  the  Mississippi.     The  wishes 
of  the  upper  and   lower  towns  were  granted,  and 
arrangements  made  for  the  reteoval  of  the  latter  across 
the  Mississippi.    I^o  line  was  drawn  between  the  up- 
per and  lower  towns,  although  u  request  was  made  of 
the  Indians  that  it  should  be  done  by  the  United 
States.     The  arrangement  of  1817  provides  for  the 
fulfilment  of  the  wishes  expressed  iii  1808,  and  the 
promises  of  the  Government  of.  1809.  'The  wishes  of 
the  lower  towns  was  a  removal  beyond  the  Missts- 
rippi,  of  the  upper,  a  contraction  of  theic  society  with- 
in narrower  limits.    By  the  3d  and  4th  articles,  it  was 
agreed  that  a  census  should  be  taken  of  the  popula- 
tion beyond  the  Misaisaippi,  and  of  those  who  chose  to 
emigrate  thither;  and  a  cepans  of  those  who  chose  to 
lemain  in  their  present  location.    The  territory  occu- 
pied by  them  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi  was  to  be 
divided  according  to  the  relative  numbers  of  those 
who  had  migrated,  and  would  migrate,  to  the  remain- 
der ;  and  that  portion  which  fell  to  the  migrators  was 
to  be^recei'ved  by  the  Uniird  States  -in  place  of  the 
lands  furnished  to  the  Cherokees  beyond  the  Missis- 
aippi.    From  this  plan,  the  extinguishment  of  the  title 
of  the  Cherokee  Indians  was  snticipated,  and  would 
have  taken,  place  had  it  been  executed  in  its  spirit  by 
the  General  Government..  It  appears,  however,  that 
the  eensas  was  never  taken,  and  that,  in  1819,  a  depu- 
tation ef  Cherokees  was  permitted  to  come  to  Wash- 
ington to  adjust,  finally,  the  difficulties  arising  out  of 
the  treaty  of  18ir.    The  lower  Cherokee  towns,  in 
the  limits  of  Georgia,  did  not  remdve  beyond  the  Mis- 
Mippi.    Most  of  the  removals  took  place  from  the 
upper  towns,  out  of  the  limits  of  Georgia.    In  place 
^  the  proportion  of  lands  to  be  abandoned,  according 
to  the  treaty  of  1817,  a>fixe<l  quantity  was  accepted, 
*■  very  aniall  and  worthless    part  of  which  is  in' 
.    Georgia. 

It  k  alleged  by  the  Secretary  of  War  that  the  desire 
of  Government  was,  to  have  a  cession  in  such  form  as 
would  aspirate  the  Creeka  and  Cher6kees;  but  that  it 
was  found  impossible,  to  induce  the  Cherokees  to 
yield  to  that  proposition,  or  to  any  other  more  favora- 
ble to  Georgik,  than  that  Which  was  adopted.  He 
does  not,  however,  state  that  anybther  was  made, 
with  a  view  to  comply  with  the  compact 'of  1802. 
The  proposition  made  for  the  separation  of  the  Creeks 
and  CberokeeS)  was  not  for  the  benefit  of  Georgia, 
1^  it  been  acceded  to,  although  the  inteftste  of  the 


State  would  have  been  more  advanced  than  by  the 
aothal  arrangement;  yet,  even  in  that  case,  the  Uni- 
ted States  would  have  sacrificed  the  obligations  of  the 
compact  to  the  policy  of  separating  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  to  the  consequent  acquiiition  of  lands  for  their 
own  use  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  The  committee 
cannot  understand  why  a  cession  of  the  whole  quan- 
tity of  land  in  Georgia  could  not  have  been  obtained. 
The  obligation  of  the  Indians  wss  simple — a  line,  a 
boundaiy*— and  the  United  States  had  only  to  insist 
upon  fixing  that  boundary,  according  to  the  preamble 
of  the  arrangement  of  1817.  The  Secretary  of  War, 
however,  states  that  the  Indians  will  not  yield,  and  it 
seems  that  the  United  States  did  yield.  It  is  ob^ous 
to  the  committee  that  the  intereat  of  Georgia  was  con- 
sidered a  mere*  secondary  object,  from  the  terms  of  the 
arrangement  of  1819.  The  preamble  to  that  arrange- 
ment is  a  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  entire  forgetral* 
n^ss  of  the  obligations  of  the  compact  of  1809. 

The  treaty  is  made  in  eonaeqnence  of  the  eameat 
desire  of  a  great  part  of  the  Cherokee  nation  to  re- 
main on  this  kide  of  the  Mississippi,  to  commence  the 
'measures  necessary  to  the  civil fzation  and  preserva- 
tion of  the  nation.  The  committee  are  surprised  that 
the  occasion  was  not  taken  to  satisfy  the  Indians  that 
their  continuance  in  Georgia  mni  Impossible,  unless 
Georgia  consented  to  it,  and  still  more  so»  that  the 
Indians  should  be  encouraged,  by  this  preamble  of  a 
treaty,  made  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  under  the 
eyes  of  the  President,  \p  entertain  that  expectation. 
The  treaty  of  1817,  and  that  of  1819,  sbow^a  strange 
forgetfulnasa  of  the  limited  extent  of  the  power  of  the 
United  States  over  the  land  in  question.  The  Secre- 
tary of  War,  acting  under  the  direction  of  the  Bxecu- 
tive  Magistrate,  and  pursuing  the  example  set  in 
1817,  seems  to  have  in^agined  that  the  United  States 
and  the  Indiana  could  do,  lawfully,  whatever  suited 
their  mutual  convenience,  without  regard  to  the  State 
of  Georgia;  an  error  which  had  been  previously  com- 
mitted in  treaties  with  the  Creeks.  No  difference 
wss  made  between  Indian  lands  within  the  limits  of 
the  Stale  claiming  the  eventual  juriadiotlon  and  soil, 
and  the  Indian  lands  where  the  soil  is  the  property  of 
the  United  States.  Provisions  are  madi,  in  both  trea- 
ties, for  vesting  individuals  with  fee  simple  titles  to 
land,  and  to  convert  them,  by  a  short  process,  into 
citixens.  The  right  of  the  United  States  to  do  either 
is  absolutely  denied  by  the  committee.  The  General 
Government  can  take  the  property  of  individuals  for 
public  use,  but  the  Constitution  withholds  the  power 
even  to  prejudice  the  claims  of  any  State.  Congrcas 
can  establish  an  unifbrnl  rule  6f  naturalisation ;  the 
Executive  Magistrate  cannot  make,  by  an  Indiaii 
treaty,  special  exceptions  to  the  estsblished  rule.  The 
effiMt  of  such  Acts  on  the  part  of- the  General  Goveoi- 
ment  was  to  be  anticipated.  The  Indiana  were 
taught  the  value  of  aeparate  property,  and  the  advan- 
tagea  to  be  obtained  by  a  continuance  in  theh"  present 
position.'  The  General  Government  authorised,  also, 
the  establiahment  of  missionaries  among  the  Chero- 
kees, to  instruct  their  children,  and  to  give  them  a 
taste  for  the  cultivation  of  the  soH.  The  committee 
are  not  informed  that  the  influence  acquired  by  theao 
missionaries  has  been  exerted  to  induce  tha  Indians  to 
seek  a  residence  beyond  the  Mississippi,  nor  are  they 
informed  that  the  Government  has  ever  thought  it 
neceasary  to  impose  -upon  them  such  a  task.  The 
committee  are  not  to  be  understood  as  expressing  any 
disapprobation  of  the  policy  of  the  United  States  for 
the  dvilixation  of  the  Indian  tribes;  they  confiaa 
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themselves  to  ihf  poUcji  as  it  has  Affected  the  per- 
/onnaDce  of  the  promises  of  the  United  States,  uttler 
the  compact  of  1802.  As  it  relates  to  that  compact, 
Uiey  express  their  decided  eoDTictioQ  that  the  attempts 
which  nave  been  made  to  civilize,  and  permanently 
fix,  the  Cheirokees  in  Georgia,  is  in  direct  violation  of 
the  promise  to  exttngaish  their  title,  as  soon  as  it 
coold  be  done  peaceablyj^  and  ^n  reasonable  terms ; 
nor  do  the  committee  perceive  the  necessity  of  holding 
ont  the  idea  of  permanent  settlement  in  Georgia,  as  a 
prelude  to  the  establishment  of  a  regular  government 
lor  the  Indians.  As  it  regards  expense,  it  would  cer- 
tainly be,  for  the  United  States,  the  cheapest  mode  of 
effecting  this  object*  as  the  cost  would  be  paid  by 
Georgia,  and  the  United  States  would  be  saved  from 
the  onerous  obligation  of  removing  the  Indians  for  the 
l^nefit  of  that  State;  a  saving  of  expense  which* 
however,  the  United  States  will  not  desire,  as  it  in- 
volves a  breach  of  their  faith. 

From  the  ^ircumstaiices  thus  detailed,  the  House 
will  not  be  surprised  at  the  present  pretensions  of  the 
CherojLees,  to  be  regarded  as  independent,  or  their 
declarattonst  that  they  will  neither  sell  nor  quit  the 
lands  occupied  by  them.  Some  surprise  cannot  but 
be  felt  at  the  acquiescence  of  the  United  States  in  the 
substitution  of  diplomatic  correspontienee  fyt  Indian 
talks,  Vnd  at  the  manner  in  which  theeubject  of  the 
Cherokees  is  presented  to  (/ongress.  The  Legislature 
of  (Teorgia,  at  their  latft  session,  sent  to  the  Chief 
Magistrate  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  the  compact 
of  1802.  Th«  President  of  the  United  SUtes  has 
not  laid  (hat 'memorial  before  Congress,  but  has  pre- 
ferred to  )»resent  to  the  Legislative  body  a  correspond - 
enoe  of  the  Secretary  of  W^r  with  certain  Cherokee 
chiefs,  which  begins,  on  their  part,  by  a  declaratiqn 
that  they  would  sell  no  more  land  ;  contains  a  request 
that  no  more  appropriations  should  be  made  for  that 
purpose ;  and  a  suggestion  that  the  United  States 
should,  in  1u>me  pthev  way,  satisfy  Georgia,  as,  by  a 
cession  in  Florida.  To  the  formal  answer  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  a  r^Oinder  is  given,,  and,  on  this  re- 
joinder, Congress  are  informed  that  its  power  must  be 
exerted,  as  it  is  obvious  that  the  Executive  can  do 
nothing  further  without  the  intervention  of  Congress. 
The  President  has  given  his  opinion,  that  the  use  of 
force  would  be  unjust^  and  that  without  force  nothing^ 
can  be  done.  What  should  be  done  by  Congress,  is 
a  subject  of  the  most  serious  and  important  concern. 
The  parties  to  the  compact  of  1802  anticipated  theax- 
tinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  all  the  lands  in 
Georgia.  The  United  States  agreed  to  extinguish  it, 
as  soon  as  it  cpuld  be  done  peaceably,  and  on  reason- 
able terms.  The  compact  imposed  upon  the  Creoeral 
Government  the  obligation  to  use  all  the  means  ne- 
cessary to  accomplish  the  end  in  view.  •  It  was  espe- 
cially their  duty  to  refrain  from  doing  Any  thing  cal- 
culated even  to  retard,  much  less  to  render  impracti- 
cable, th9  attainment  of  that  end.  If  the  committee 
have  not  deceived  themselves,  it  must  be  'apparent, 
that  the  United  States  have  omitted  to  embrace  two 
occasions,  when  a  fuller  performance  of  the  conditions 
of  the  compact  was  in  >heir  power.  It  ie  equally  ap- 
parent that  the  United  States  have  npt  only  omitted 
to  express  eonstantly,  and  with  firmness, to  the  Cher- 
okees, the  necessity  of  their  ultimate  removal  Crom 
Georgia,  but  have  held  out  to  them  the  idea  of  a  per- 
manent residence,  as  eitixen^  in  that  State;  have 
taught  them  the  value  of  their  position,  and  intimated, 
that  it  depended  upon  themselves,  to  remain  or  to 
remove ;  have  attempted  to  vest,  in  individuals,  a  per- 


manent property  in  the  soil.  Froaa  these  eauass,  evoy 
day  increasing  in  their  eflect  upon  the  indinatioD  «f 
the  Cherokees, /have  arisen  the  determination  of  tbi 
Cherokees,  As  mode  known  to  the  Preaideat  Ti  u 
the  policy  of  the  United  States  whieh-baa  created  the 
difficulties;  if  peaceable  acqnintioa  im  impossible, that 
impossibility  is  the  work  of  the  General  Goveroaeat 

In  this  state  of  things,  eneoanteriog  caotradietorj 
obligations,  the  course  for  the  OoTemment  i»  pltin 
and  obvious.  Justice  ehouhl  be  done  to  Georgia.  Tbe 
Indian  claim  should  be  extinguished,  even  should  foree 
be  'required  for  that  purpose  ;  or  the  consent  of  the 
,  State  must  be  obtained  to  some  arrangement,  which 
will  free  the  United  States  from  the  embarrassamits 
arising  from  its  regar^  to  the  unhappy  eondition  of  the 
Indians,  from  a  respect  to  the  expectations  they  bt«e 
erroneously  permitted  this  tribe  to  entertain,  and  fron 
their  formal  and  solemn  obligation  to  a  member  of  the 
Union. 

The  committee  do  not,  however,  believe  that  anj 
serious  difficulty  now  exists,  to  thd  peaoeabls  extia- 
g^ishment  of  the  Indian  title,  on  reasonable  termi. 
An  order  from  the  General  Government  for  their  le* 
moval,  would  be  cheerfully  ae^uieseed  in,  if  aoccM- 
panied  by  the  necessary  preparation  fin*  the  proepeikf 
of  the  tribe,  and. a  just  equitalent  for  the  teaporaiy 
inconvenvsnces  they   might  suffer.     The  committee 
agree  with  the  President,  that  it  woald  piemote  eeeen- 
tially  the  security  and  happiness  of  the  tribes  of  In- 
dians, if  they  could  be  prevailed  on  to  retire  beyood 
the  limits  of  the  States ;  but,  they  cannot  see  the  in- 
justice of  any  measure,  short  of  actual  hoetility,  which 
would  essentially  promote  the  security  and  hsppioesi 
of  the  Cherokees.     There  is  another  consicJerttkm 
which  should  be  brought  into  view ;  tbe  only  plaui- 
ble  objections  to  the  proposed  order,  is  its  injaetice, 
and  inhumanity,  to  the  Indians.     That  it  is  jast  to 
promote  their  essential  aecurity  and  happioese,  even 
by  means  not  agreeable  to  th^r  wiabes,  cannot  be  de* 
nied ;  that  it  is  humane  to  preserve  them  frotn  din- 
gers, to  which  they  will  be  exposed,  by  an  obstinate 
adherence  to   their  own  opinions,   is  equally  tnie. 
Their  present  position  is  incompatible  with  tbe  eltion 
of  the  Slite  of  Georgia;  the  knowledge  of  the  feet, 
that  the  United  States  will  net,  in  oonseqoeoce  of  the 
perveraeness  of  the  Cherokees,  comply  with  the  obli- 
gations of  the  compact  of  1803,  will  necesssrily  pro- 
dnce  irritations  and  resentmente,  the  oonseqoeocee  of 
which  may  be  easily  foreseen.     The  United  Statee 
may  be  under  the  fiital  neeesaity  of  seeing  tbe  Ghsre- 
keee  annihilated,  or  of  defonding  them.agaioet  their 
own  citixens.    The  committee  offer  to  the  Heoee  the 
following  resolutioBa,  under  a  full  eonviction  that  the 
pdoption  of  them  will  not  be  followed  by  any  eooee- 
quencea  injurious  to  the  Cherokee  tribe,  or  to  Ifae 
character  of  the  General  GoTemmettt  for  Jvstieetiid 
humanity. 

Resolved,  That  tbe  United  6tat«i  are  bound,  hf 
their  obligations  to  Georgia,  to  take,  immediately,  the 
necessary  measures  for  the  removal  of  the  CiurAee 
Indians  beTon'd  the  limits  of  that  State: 

MMohea,  That  such  an  arrangement  with  the  State 
of  Georgia  should  be  niade,  as  may  lead  to  the  finel 
adjustment  of  the  claims  of  that  Sute,  under  tbe  con- 
pact  of  1802,  with  the  least  possible  idconvenieace  <o 
the  Cherokee  and  Creek  ind^ans,  within  thebouodtrT 
of  the  State. 

Jiesolvedy  That  the  sum  of dolhws «boaWw 

appropriated. for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  above 
resoltttioos. 
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Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  refer  the  report  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
UnioD. 

To  this  reference,  Mr.  Allgn,  of  Massachusetts, 
objected,  as  giving  to  this  subject  an  undue  pre- 
ference over  other  business  earlier  introduced  into 
the  House. 

In  reply  to  this  objection.  Mr.  Forsyth  said, 
among  other  things,  that,  it  gentlemen  had  ex- 
amined the  documents  connected  with  thb  report, 
they  would  have  seen,  that  a  state  of  irritation  ex- 
ists, wbich  requires  to  be  allayed,  or  it  would  re- 
quire something  stronger  than  resolutions  of  this 
House  to  allay  it. 

Mr.  Little  supported  the  reference  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the,  state  of  the  Union, 
as  beia^  most  proper  for  a  subject  which  might 
be  considered  as  of  national  magnitude,  dbc 

Mr.  Allen  saiil  Kis  reaAon  for  objecting  to  this 
reference  was,  that  be  was  unwilling  that  the 
claims  of  individuals,  which  have  been  long  pend- 
ing in  this  House,  and  were  now  in  an  advanced 
stase,  sbonid  be  postponed  in  order  to  take  up  a 
claim  which  has  been  but  recently  introduced 
into  ti)e  House,  and  on  which,  until  this  morning, 
a  report  had  not  been  made.  The  pcesent  session, 
he  thought,  was  now  too  far  advanced  to  go  into 
an  investigation  of  this  new  matter. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Forsyth's 
motion  for  a  reference,,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative— 82  voles  to  75. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

Tbe  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  for 
imposing  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  was  then 
read  a  third  time ;  ana  the  question  being  stated, 
"Shall  this  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  Ranoolph,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Chair. 
I  am,  said  he,  practising  no  deception  upon  my- 
self, much  less  upon  the'  House,  wheb  I  sdy  that, 
if  I  had  consulted  my  own  feelings  and  inclina- 
tions, I  should  not  have  troubled  the  House,  ex- 
hausted as  h  is,  and  as  I  am,  with  any  further 
remarks  upon  this  subject.  I  come  to  the  dis- 
charge of  this  task,  not  merely  with  reluctance, 
but  with  disgust ;  jaded,  word  down,  abraded,  I 
mav  say,  as  I  am  by  long  attendance  upon  this 
boay,  and  continued  stretch  of  the  attention  upon 
this  subject.  I  come  to  it,  however,  at  the  sug- 
gestion, and  in  pursuance  of  the  wishes  of  those 
whose  wishes  are  for  me  in  all  matters  touching 
my  public  duty,  paramount  law;  I  speak  with 
those  reservations,  of  course,  which  every  moral 
agent  must  be  Apposed  to  make  to  himself. 

It  was  not  mare  to  his  surprise  than  to  bis  dis- 
appointment, Mr.  R.  said,  that,  on  his  return  to 
the  Hcrase,  after  a  necessary  absence  of  a  few  da^rs, 
on  indispensable  business,  he  found  it  engaged  in 
discussing  the  general  principle  of  the  bill,  when 
its  details  were  under  consideration.  If  he  had 
expected  such  a  turn  in  th^  debate  he  would,  at 
any  private  sacrifice,  however  great,  have  remained 
a  spectator  and  auditor  of  that  discussion.  With 
the  exception  of  the  speech,  already  published,  of 
his  worthy  colleague  on  his  right,  (Mr.  P.  P.Bar- 
BODR,}  Mr.  R.  sau,  he  was  nearly  depnved  of  the 


benefit  of  the  discussion  which  had  taken  place. 
Many  weeks  had  been  occupied  with  this  bill  (he 
hoped  the  House  would  pardon  him  for  sayin?  so) 
beK>re  he  took  the  slightest  part  in  the  delibera- 
tions on  the  details,  and  he  now  sincerely  regret- 
ted that  he  had  not  had  firmness  enough  to  adhere 
to  the  resolution  which  he  had  laid  down  to  him- 
self in  the  earl][  stage  of  tbe  debate,  not  to  take 
any  part  in  the  discussion  of  the  details  of  the 
measure.*    But,  as  he  trusted,  what  he  now  had 
to  say  upon  this  subject,  although  more  and  better 
things  had  been  said  by  others,  might  not  be  the 
same  that  tfaey  had  said,  or  might  not  be  said 
in  the  same  manner,  he  here  borrowed  the  lan- 
guage of  a  man  who  had  heretofore  been  con- 
spicuous 'in  the  councils  of  the  country ;  of  one 
who  was  unrivalled  for  readiness  and  dexterity  in 
debate;  who  was  long  without  an  equal  on  the 
floor  of  this  body ;  who  had  coatribuced  as  much 
to  \he  revolution  of  1801  as  any  man  in  this  na- 
tion,t  and  had  derived  as  little  benefit  frotn  it ; 
a*s,  to  use  the  words  of  that  celebrated  man,  what 
he  had  to  say  was  not  that  which  had  been  said  by 
ethers,  and  would  not  be  said  in  their  manner, 
the  House  would,  he  trusted,  have  patience  with 
him  during  the  short  time  that  his  strength  would 
allow  him  to  occupy  their  attention.    And  he 
begged  them  to  understand,  that  the  notes  which 
he  held  in  his  hands  were  not  notes  on  which  he 
meant  to  speak,  but, of  what  others  had  spoken, 
and  from  which  he  would  make  the  smallest  se- 
lection in  his  power. 

Here  pei;mit  me  to  say,  observed  Mr.  R.,  that 
I  am  obliged,  and  with  great  reluctance,  to  differ 
from  my  worthy  colleague,  who  has  taken  so  con- 
spicuous a  part  in  ibis  debate,  about  one  fact,  which 
I  will  call  to  his  recollection,  for  f  am  sure  it  was 
in  his- memory,  though  sleeping.  He  has  under- 
taken to  state  the  causes  by  which  the  difierence 
in  the  relative  condition  of  various  parts  of  the 
Union  has  been  produced;  but  my  worthv  col- 
league has  omitted  to  state  the  primum  mchile  of 
the  commerce  and  manufactures  to  which  a  por- 
tion of  the  country  I  need  not  nan^e  owes  its  pre- 
sent prosperity  and  wealth.  That  primum  mobile 
was  Doutnem  capital.  I  speak  now  not  of  transac- 
tions quorum  pare  mimrna  ftU,  but  of  things  of 
which,  nevertheless,  I  have  a  contemporaneous 
recollection.  I  say,  without  the  fear  of  contradic- 
tioa,  then,  that,  in  consequence^ of  the  enormous 
depreciation  of  the  evidences  of  the  public  debt  of 
this  country— ?the  debt  proper  of  the  United  States 
(to  wbich  must  be  added  an  item  of  not  less  than 
twenty  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  State  debts  as- 
sumea  by  the  United  States)  being  bought  up  and 
almost  engrossed  by  Che  people  of  what  were  then 
called  the  Ndtthem  States — a  measure  which  no- 
body dreamt  any  thin^  about,  JOt  which  nobody 
had  the  slightest  suspicion — I  mean  the  assump- 


•*By  to  doing,  many  of  Mr.  R.'8  strongest  objections 
to  the  bill  were  in  a  manner  dissipated,  there  being  no 
report  of  these  akirmishes.'  Some  tf  them,  with  which 
ha  thought  it  indeoent  again  to  troable  the  Honae, 
will  be  found  (subatantiaUy)  appended  to  this  speech. 

tSoe  note  I,  Appendix.     , 
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cioD  of  the  State  debts  by  the  Federal  Governni^nt; 
these  debts  being  bought  up  for  a  mere  song,  a 
capital  of  eighty  millioos  or  doHarf,  or,  in  other 
wqrds,  a  credit  to  that  amount,  bearing  an  inter- 
est of  six  percent,  per  annotn,  (with  the  exception 
of  nineteen  millions,  the  interest  of  that  debt, 
which  bore  an  interest  of  three  per  cent.,)  (seeno^e 
2,  .^f^pendis:) — a  capital  of  eighty  Iniilions  of  dol- 
lars was  poured,  in  a  single  day,  into  the  coffers  ikf 
the  North ;  and  to  ^uU  cause  we  may  mainly  as- 
cribe the  difference  so  disastrous  to  the  South, 
between  that  country  and  the  other  portion  of  this 
Union,  to  which  I  have  alluded.  When  we,  said 
Mr..R.,  roqsed  by  the  sufferings  of  our  brethren 
of  Boston^  entered  into  the  contest  with  the  mother 
country,  and  when  we  came  out  of  it— when  this 
,  Constitution  was  adopted,  we  were  comparatively 
rich — they  were  positirely  poor.  What  is  now  our 
relative;  situation?  They  are  flourishing  and  rich ; 
we  are  tributary  to  them,  not  only  through  the 
medium  of  the  public  (Jebt  of  which  1  have  spoken, 
but  also  Ihrougn  the  medium  of  the  pension  list, 
nearly  the  whole  amount  of  which  is  disbursed  in 
the  Eastern  States ;  and  to  this  creation  of  a  day 
is  to  be  ascribed  the  difference  of  our  relative  sit- 
uation, (I  hope  my  worthy  colleague  will  not  con- 
sider any  thing  that  I  say  as  conflicting  with  his 
general  principles,  to  which  I  heartily  subscriiie.) 
TNote  3,  of  Appendix.)  Yes,  sir,  and  the  price  paid 
lor  the  creation  of  all  that  portion  of  this  capital, 
which  consisted  of  the  assumed  debts  of  the  States, 
was  the  immense  boon  of  fixing  the  Seat  of  Oov- 
ernment  where  it  now  is.  And  I  advert  to  this 
bargain,  because  I  wish  to  show  to  every  niember 
of  this  House,  and,  if  it  were  possible,  to  erery  in- 
dividual of  this  nation,  the  most  tremendous  and 
calamitous  results  ofpolitical  bargaining. 

Sir,  when  are  we  to  have  enough  of  this  Tariff 
question?  In  1616  it  was  supposed  to  be  settled. 
Only  three  years  thereafter,  adother  proposition 
for  increasing  it  was  sent  from  this  House  to  the 
Senate,  hatted  with  a  tax  of  four  cents  per  pound 
on  brown  ausan  It  was,  fortunately,  rejected  in 
that  body.  In  what  manner  this  hul  is  baited  it 
does  not  become  me  to  say ;  but  I  have  too  dis- 
tinct a  recollection  of  the  vote  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  duty  -upon  molasses,  and  after- 
wards of  tne  Tote  in  tne  House' on  the  same  ques- 
tiop ;  of  the  votes  of  more  than  one  of  the  States 
on  that  question,  not  to  mark  if  well.  Ide-not 
say  that  the  change  of  the  vote  on  that  question 
was  effected  by  atiy  man's  toUng  against  his  own 
motion,  but  I  do  not  hesitate  to  a^y  that  it  was 
effected  by  one  man's  electioneering  against  his 
own  motion.  I  am  very  glad,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
old  Massachusetts  Bay^  and  the  Province  of  Maine 
and  Sagadahock,  by  whom  we  stood  in  the  days 
of  the  Revolution,  now  stand  by  the  South,  and 
will  not  aid  in  fixing  on  us  this  system  of  taxa- 
tion, compared  with  which  the  taxation  of  Mr. 
Grenville  and  Lord  North  was  as  nothing.  I  speak 
with  knowledge  of  what  I  say,  when  I  declare, 
that  this  bill  is  an  attempt  to  reduce  the  country 
Sooth  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  and  East. of 
the  Allegany  mountains,  to  a  stale  of  worse  than 
colonial  bondage ;  a  state  to  which  the  domina. 


tion  of  Great  Britain  was,  in  my  judgment,  far 
preferable ;  and  I  trust  I  shall  always  hare  (be 
fear^ss  integrity  to  utter  any  political  sentimeot 
which  the  head  sanctions  and  the  heart  ratifies; 
for  the  British  Parliament  never  would  have  dared 
to  lay  such  duties  on  our  imports^  or  their  expom 
to  us,  either  "o^  home'^  or  here,  as  is  now  proposed 
to  be  laid  upon  the  imports  from  abroad.  At  that 
time  we  had  the  command  of  the  market  of  ibe 
vast  dominions  then  subject,  and*  we  should  hare 
had  those  which  have  since  been  subjected  to  the 
British  em|>ire ;  we  enjoyed  a  free  trade,  emioentlr 
superior  to  anything  we  can  enjoy  if  this  bill  shall 
go  into  operation.  It  is  n  sacrince  of  the  interests 
of  a  part  of  this  nation  to  the  id^al  benefit  of  the 
rest.  It  marks  us  ottt  as  the  Tictimsrof  a  worse 
than  Egyptian  bondage.  It  is  a  barter  of  somoch 
of  our  rights,  of  so  much  of  the  fruits  of  our  labor, 
for  political  power  to  be  transferred  to  other  baods. 
It  ought  to  be  met,  and  I  trust  it  will  be  met,  in  tbe 
southern  country,  as  was  the  Stamp  act,  and  b^  all 
those  measures,  which  I  will  not  detain  the  Hoose 
by  recapitulating,  which  succeeded  the  Stamp  act, 
and  produced  the  final  breach  with  the  mother 
country,  which  it  took  about  ten  years  to  bring 
about;  as  I  trust  iq  my  conscience,  it  will  oot 
tak^  as  long  to  bring[  about  similar  results  from 
this  measure,  should  it  become  a  law. 

All  policy  is  ver]^  suspicious,  says  an  emiDeot 
statesman,  that  sacrifices  the  interest  of  any  part 
of  the  community  to  the  ideal  good  of  the  vfhoie; 
and  those  goverqments  only  are  tolerable  where, 
by  the  necessary  construction  of  the  political  ma- 
chine, the  interest  of  all  the  parts  are  obliged  to  be 
protected  by  it.    Here  is  a  district  of  conotry  ex- 
tending from  the  Patapsco  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
from  the  Allegany  (o  the  Atlantic,  a  district  which, 
taking  in  all  that  part  of  Maryland  lyidg  south  of 
the  Patapsco  and  east  of  £Ik  river,  raises  fir^ 
sixths  of  all  4he  exjports  of  this  country  that  are  of 
home  growth— 1  hare  in  my  hand  the  official 
statements,  which  prove  it,  but  which  I  will  not 
weary  the  House  by  reading,  (see  JppendiXj  nets 
4,) — in  all  this  country.  Yes,  sir,  and  I  bless  God 
for  it;  for,  with  all  the  fantastic  and  preposteroos 
theories  about  the  rights  of  man.  Ahe  tkiofia^  pot 
the  rights  themselves,  I  speak  of,)  there  is  no^^ 
but  power  that  can  restrain  power — I  bless  God 
that,  in  this  insulted,  oppressed,  and  ootraged 
region,  we  are,  as  to  our  coansejs  io  regard  to  this 
measure,  but  as  one  man ;  that  there  exists  on  the 
subject  but  one  feeling  and  one  interest    Weue 
proscribed,  and  put  to  the  ban ;  and  if  we  do  not 
feel,  and  feeling  do  not  act,  we  are  bastards  to 
those  fathers  who  achieved  the  AevolotioD ;  then 
shall  we  deserve  to  make  our  bricks  wiihont 
straw.    There  is  no  case  on  record  in  which  a 
proposition  like  this;  suddenly  changing  the  whole 
frame  of  n  country's  polity,  tearing  asHoder  erwy 
ligature  of  the  body  politic,  was  ever  carried  bf  a 
lean  majority  of  two  or  three  votes,  unless  uw 
the  usurpation  of  the  Septennial  act,  which  pa«w 
the  British  Parliament  by.  I  think,  a  roajoriiy  oi 
one  votev  the  same  that  laid  the  tax  oo  cotton  bag' 
ging.    I  do  not  stop  here,  sir,  to  aryue  about  iw 
constitutionality  of  this  bdl;  I  consider  the  too- 
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stitution  a  dead  letter ;  I  consider  it  to  coosLst,  at 
this  time,  of  the  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment and  the  power  of  the  States — that  is  the 
Constitution.    You  may  intrench  yourself  in  parch- 
ment to  thp  teeth,  says  Lord  Chatham,  the  sword 
will  find  its  way  to  the  Yitals  of  the  Constitution. 
I  have  no  faith  in  parchment,  sir ;  I  have  no  faith 
in  the  abracadabra  of  the  Constitution  :  I  have  no 
faith  in  it.   I  have  faith  in  the  power  of  thatCom- 
moDwealth,  of  which  I  am  an  unworthy  son ;  in 
the  power  of  those  Carolinas,  and  of  that  Greorgiai 
in  her  ancient  and  utmost  extent,  to  the  Missis- 
sippi, which  went  with  us  through  the  valley  of 
the  shadow  of  death,-  in  the  war  of  our  independ- 
ence.   I  have  said  that  I  shall  not  stop  to  discuss 
the  constitofionality  of  this  question,  for  that  rea- 
son, and  for  a  better ;  that  there  never  was  a  con- 
stitution under  the  sun,  in  which,  by  an  unwise 
exercise  of  the  powers  of  the  government,  the  peo- 
ple may  not  be  driven  to  the  extretnity  of  resist- 
ance by  force.    '^For  it  is  not,  perha|M,  so  much 
^  by  the  assoQaption  of  unlawful  powers,  as  by  the 
'  unwise  or  unwarrantable  use  of  thqse  which  are 
'  most  legal,  that  governments  oppose  their  true 
'  end  and  object ;  for  there  is  such  a  thing  as  ty- 
*  ranny  as  well  jis  usurpation."    If,  under  a  power 
to  regulate  trade,  you  prevent  exportation ;  if,  with 
the  most  approved  spring  lancets,  you  draw  the 
last  drop  oi    blood  from  our  veins;  if,  eecundum 
airtetn,  you  draw  the  lastshilling  from  our  pockets, 
what  are  the  checks  of  the  Constitution  to  us?  A 
fi^  for  the  Constitution!.    When  the  scorpion's 
sting  is  probing  us  to  the  quick,  shall  we  stop  to 
chop  logic  ?     Shall  we  get  some  learned  and  can- 
niog  clerk  to  ^say  whether  the  power  to  do  this  is 
to  be  found  in  the  Constitution,  and  then,  if  he, 
from  whatever  motive,  shall  maintain  the  affirm- 
ative, like  the  anlqaal  whose  fleece  forms  so  ma- 
terial a  portion  of  this  bill,  quietly  lie  down  and 
be  shorn  ? 

Sir,  events  now  passing  elsewhere,  which  plant 
a  thorn  in  my  pillow  and  a  dagger  in  my  heart, 
admonish  me  of  the  difficulty  of  governing  with 
sobriety  any  people  who  are  over  head  and  ears  in 
debt  That  state  of.  things  begets  a  temper  which 
sets  at  naught  every  thing  like  reason  and  com- 
mon sense.  This  country  is  unquestionablv  la- 
boring under  great  distress,  but  we  cannot  legis- 
late It  out  of  that  distress.  W^  ^^Jy  hy  your 
legislatioD,  reduce  all  the  country  south  and  east 
of  Mason  and  Dixon's 'line,,  the  whites  as  well  as 
the  blacks,  ta  the  condition  of  Helots — you  can 
do  no  more.  We  have  had  placed  before  us,  in 
the  course  of  this  discussion,  foreign  examples 
and  authorities ;  and  among  other  things,  we  have 
been  told,  as  an  argument  m  favor  of  tnis  meas- 
ure, of  the  prosperity  of  Great  Britain.  Have 
gentlemen  taken  into  consideration  the  peculiar 
advantages  of  Great  Britain  ?  Haye  they  taken 
into  coostderation  that,  not  excepting  Mexico, 
and  that  fine  country  which  lies  between  the  Ori- 
noco and  the  Cariboean  sea,  England  is  decided- 
ly superior  in  point  of  physical  advantages  to 
every  country  under  the  sun '?  This  is  unques- 
tionably true.  I  wQl  enumerate  some  of  those  ad- 
vantages.   Fifst,  there  is  her  climate.    In  Eng- 


land, such  is  the  temperature  of  the  air,  that  a 
man  can  there  do  more  days'  work  in  the  year, 
and  more  "hours'  work  in  the  day,  than  in  any 
other  climate  in  the  world ;  of  course  I  include 
Scotland  and.  Ireland  in  this  description.    It  is  in 
such  a  climate  only,  that  the  human  animal  can 
bear  without  extirpation  the  corrupted  air,  the 
noisome  exhalations,  the  incessant  labor  of  these 
accursed  manufactories.    Yes,  sir,  accursed ;  for 
I  say  it  is  an  accursed  thing,  which  I  will  neither 
taste,  aor  touoh,  nor  handle.    If  we  were  to  act 
here  on  the  English  svstem,  we  should  have  the 
yellowTeyer  at  Philaaelphia,  New  York,  dbc.,  not 
m  August  merfiy,  but  from  June  to  January,  and 
ffoni  January  to  June.    The  climate  of  this  coun- 
try alone^  were  there  no  other  natural  obstacle  to 
it,  says  aloud,  you  shall  not  manufacture !    Even 
our  tobacco  factories,  admitted  to  be  the  most 
wholesome  of  any  sort  of  factories,  are  known  to 
be,  where  extensive,  the  very  nidus  (if  I  inay  use 
the  expression,)  of  yellow  fever  and  other  fevers 
of  similar  ^ype.    In  another  of ^the  advantages  of 
Great  Britain,  so  important  to  her  prosperity,  we 
are  almost  on  a  par  with,  her  if  we  knew  now 
properl  y  to  use  i  t.   IhHtinatee  nivi^ium  eua  si  bona  wh 
rimt — for,  as  regards  defence,  we  are,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  almost  as  much  an  island  as  Eng- 
land herself.    But  one  of  her  insular  advantages  we 
can  never  acquire.    Every  part  of -that  country  is 
accessible  from  the  sea.    There,  as  you  recede 
from  the  sea,  you  fio  not  get  further  from  the  sea; 
I  know  that  a  great  deal  will  be  said  .of  our  ma* 
jestic  rivers,  about  the  father  of  floods,  and  his 
tributary,  streams ;  but  with  the  Ohio  frozen  up 
all  the  Winter,  and  dry  all  the  Summer,  with  a 
long,  tortuous,  difficult,  and  dange)rous  navigattoa 
thence  to  the  ocean,  the  gentlemen- of  the  West 
may  rest  assured  that  they  will  never  derive  one 
particle  of  advantage,  from  even  a  total' prohibi- 
tion of  foreign  manufacture.    You  may  succeed 
in  reducing  ue  to  your  own  level  of  misery ;  but, 
if  we  were  to  agree  to  become  your  slaves,  you 
never  can  derive  one  farthing  of  advantage  from 
this  bill.    What  parts  of  this  country  can  >derive 
any  advantage  frojm  it  ?    Those  parts  only,  where 
there  is  a  water  power  in  immediate  contact  with 
navigation,  such  as  the  vicinities  of  Boston*  Prov- 
idence Baltimore,  Richmond,  &e,    Petersburg  is 
the  last  of  these  as  you  Travel  south*    You  take 
a  bag  of  cotton  up  the  river  to  Pituburg,  or  to 
Zanesville,  to  have  it  manufactured  and  sent 
down  to  New  Orleans  for  a  market,  and  before 
your  bag  of  cotton  has  got  to  the  place  of  mano- 
tacture,  the  manufacturer  of  Providence  has  re^ 
ceived  his  returns  for  the  goods  made  from  his  bag 
of  cotton  purchased  at  the  iame  time  thai  you 
purchased  yours.    No,  sir ;  gentlemen  may  as  well 
Ji^sist  that  because  the  Chesapeake  -bay,  mare  noe 
tnmi^  our  Mediterranean  sea,  ffives  us  every  ad  . 
vantage  of  navigation,  we  shall  exclude  from  it 
every  thing  but  steamboats  and  those  boats  called 
kaf^  exochei^  per  emphaein,  par  excdUnce,  Kentucky 


*  Petersbarg'is  the  last  of  these  situations  combinhig 
navigation  an4  water  pow«r,  as  you  travel  southward 
from  Boston  to  New  Orleans.. 
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boats — a  sort  of  huge,  square,  clumsy  wooden  box. 
And  why  not  insist  upon  it?  Har'nt  you  <^the 
ppwer  to  regulate  commerce  ?"  Would  not  that, 
too,  be  a  ^^ regulation  of  commerce?"  It  would, 
indeed,  and  a  pretty  regulation  it  is;  and  so  is 
this  bill.  And,  sir,  I  marvel  that  the  representa- 
tion from  the  great  commercial  State  of  New 
York  should  be  in  favor  of  this  bill.  If  opera- 
tive— and  if  inoperative  why  talk  of  it  ?— if  op- 
erative, it  must,  iik^  the  embargo  of  1807,  '8,  '9, 
transfer  no  small  portion  of  the  wealth  of  the 
London  of  America,  as  New  York  has  been  called, 
to  Q,uebec  and  Montreal.  She  will  receive  the 
most  of  her  imports  from  abroad,  down  the  river. 
I  do  not  know  any  bill  that  could  be  better  calcu- 
lated for  Vermont  than  this  bill ;  because,  through 
Vermont,  from  Q,uebec,  Montreal,  and  other  po- 
sitions on  the  St.  Lawrence,  we  are,  if  it  passes, 
unquestionably  to  receive  our  supplies  of  foreign 
SDods.  It  will,  no  doubt,  also,  suit  the  Niagara 
froniier. 

But,  sir,  I  must  not  suffer  myself  to  be  led  too 
far  astray  from  the  topic  of  the  peculiar  advan-^ 
tages  of  England' as  a  manufacturing  country. 
Her  vast  beds  of  coal  are  inexhaustible ;  there  are 
daily  discoveries  of  quantities  of  it,  .greater  than 
ages  past  *have  yet  consumed ;  to  which  beds  of 
coal  her  manufacturing  establishments  have  been 
transferred,  as  any  man  may  see  who  will  com- 
pare the  present  population  of  her  towns  with 
what  it  'was  formerly.  It  is  to  these  beds  of  coal 
that  Birmingham,  Manchester,  Wolverhampton, 
Sheffield,  Leeds,  and  other  manufacturing  towns, 
owe  their  growth.  If  you  could  destroy  her  coal 
in  one  day,  you  would,  cut  at  once  the  sinews  of 
her  power.  Then  there  are  her  metals,  and  par- 
tienlarly  tin,  of  which  she  has  the  exclusive  mo- 
nopoly. Tin,  I  know,  is  to  be  found  in  Japan, 
and  perhaps  elsewhere,  but,  in  practice,  Blngland 
has  now  the  monopoly  of  that  article.  I  might 
ffo  further,  said  Mr.  H.,  and  I  might  say  that  Eog- 
land  possesses  an  advantage,  quo  ad  hoc,  in  her 
institutions;  for  there  men  are  compelled  to  pay 
their  debts.  But,  here,  men  are  not  only  not  com- 
pelled to  pay  their  debts,  but  they  are  protected  in 
the  refui^iio  pav  them,  in  the  scandalous  evasion 
of  their  legal  ooligations;  and,  after  being  con- 
victed 'of  embezzling  the  publtc  money,  and  the 
moaeyof  others,  of  which  they  were  the  appointed 
guardians  and  trustees,  they  have  the  impudence 
to-  obtrude  their  unblushing  fronts  into  society, 
and  elbow  honest  men  out  of  their  way !  There, 
though  all  men  are  on  a  footing  of  equality  on 
the  highway,  and  in  the  courts  of  law,  at  mill  and 
at  market,  yet  the  castes  in  Hindostan  are  not 
more  distinctly  separated  one  from  the  other  than 
the  different  classes  of  society  are  in  England. 
It  is  true,  that  it  is  practicable  for  a  wealthy  mer- 
chant or  k  manufaetura',  or  his  descendants,  after 
having,  through  two  or  three  generations,  washed 
oDt  what  is  considered  the  stain  of  their  original 
occupation,  to  eqier^e,  by  slow  degrees,  into  the 
higher  ranks  of  society ;  but  this  rarely  happens. 
Can  yon  find  men  of  vast  fortune,  in  this  country, 
content  to  move  in  the  lower,  circles — content  as 
the  ox  under  the  daily  drudgery  of  the  yoke?    It 


is  true  that,  in  England,  some  of  these  wealthy 

f people  take  it  into  their  head^i  to  buy  seats  in  Par- 
iament ;  but,  when  they  get  there,  unless  ihej 
possess  ^eat  talents,  they  are  mere  nonentities; 
their  existence  is  only  to  be  found  in  the  Red 
Book,  which  contains  a  list  of  the  members  of 
Parliament.  Now,  sir,  I  wish  to  know,  if,  in  the 
Western  coudtry,  where  any  man  mav  get  beastlf 
drunk  for  three  pence  sterling — in  England,  yoa 
cannot  get  a  small  wineglass  of  spirits  under 
twenty-five  cents  ;  one.  such  drink  of  grog  as  1 
have  seen  swallowed  in  this  country  would  there 
cost  a  dollar; — ^in  the  Western  country,  where 
every  man  can  get  as  much  meat  and  bread  as  he 
can  consume,  and  yet  spend  the  best  part  of  his 
days,  and  nights  too,  .perhaps,  on-  the  tarem 
benches,  or  loitering  at  the  cross-roads  asking  the 
news, — can  you  expect  the  people  of  such  a  coon- 
try,  with  countless  millions  of  wild  land  and  wild 
animals  besides,  can  be  cooped  up  in  manufac- 
turing establishments,  and  made  to  work  sixteen 
hours  a  day,  under  the  superintendence  of  a  drirer 
—yes,  a  driver,  com  pared  with  whom  a  Southern 
pverseer  is  a  gentleman  and  man  of  refinement; 
for,  if  they  do  not  work,  (these  work  people  in 
the  man niac lories,)  thov  cannot  eat ;  and,  among 
all  the  punishments,  tnat  can  be  devised,  (pat 
death,  even,  among  the  number.)  I  defy  yoa  to  get 
as  much  work  out  of  a  man  by  anv  of  them,  as 
when  he  knows  that  he  must  work  oefore  he  can 
eat. 

But,  sir,  if  we  follow  the  ^xiample  of  England, 
in  one  respect,  as  we  are  invited  to  do,  we  must 
also  follow  it  in  another.    If  we  adopt  her  policy, 
we  must  adopt  her  institutions  also.    Her  policy 
is  the  result  of  her  institutions,  and  our  institu- 
tions must  be,  as  the  result  of  our  policy,  assimi- 
lated to  her's.     We  cannot  adopt  such  an  exterior 
system  as  that  of  England,  without  adoptii^  also 
her  interior  policy.     We  have  heard  of  her  wealth, 
her  greatness,  her  glory ;  but  her  eulogist  is  silent 
about  the  poverty,  wretchedness,  misery,  of  the 
lowest  orders.    Show  me  the  country,  say  gentle- 
men, which  has  risen  to  glory  without  this  sys- 
tem of  bounties  and  protection  on  manufactures! 
Sir,  show  me  any  country,  beyond  our  own,  which 
has  risen  to  glory  or  to  greatness  without  an  es- 
tablished church,  or  without  a  powerful  aristoc- 
racy, if  not  an  hereditary  nobility.     I  know  no 
country  in  Europe,  except  Turkey,  without  hered- 
itary nobles.    Must  we,  toq,  have  these  Corinthi- 
an ornaments  of  society,  because  those  countries 
of  greatness  land  glory  have  given  in  to  them  * 
But,  after  we  shall  have  destroyed  all  our  foreign 
trade;  after  we  shall  haVe,  bv  the  prevention  or 
imports,  cut  off'exports-^thus  keeping  thcpwoiw 
of  the  Constitution  to  the  ear,  and  breakinfif  it  to 
the  hope— paltering  With  the  people  in  a  douWc 
sense, — after  we  shall  have  done  this,  we  are  told, 
"  we  shall  oTily  have  to  resort  to  an  exciee!  ^« 
have  only  to  change  the  mode  of  collection  of  i"** 
from  the  people;  both  modes  of  uxation  arcw- 
untanj:^    Very  voluntary !    The  exciseman  ceo^ 
itito  my  house;  searches  my  premises;  respects 
not  even  the  privacy  of  female  apartments;  mn- 
suree,  gauges,  and  weighs  every  thing;  1«'*^  • 
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tax  apoiv  every^.  thing ;  and  then  tells  me  the  tax 
is  a  voluntary  one  on  my  part,  and  that  I  am  or 
ou^ht  to  be  content.  "  Yes,  voluntary,"  as  Portia 
said  to  Sbylock,  when  she  played  the  jadge  so 
rarely  —  "Art  thou  content,  Jew?  Art  thou 
content  ?" 

These  taxes,  however,  it  seems,  are-  voluntary, 
<<  as  being  altogether  upon  eonsumpUon."    By  a 
recent  speech  on  this  subject,  the  greater  part  of 
which,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  hear, 
I  learn  that  there  hare  been  only  two  hundred 
capital  prosecutions  in  EiUgland,  within  a  given 
time,  for  violations  of  the  revenue  laws.    Are  we 
ready,  if  one  of  «as,  too  poor  to  own  a  saddle* 
horse,  should  borrow  a  saddle  and  clap  it  on  his 
plough-horse,  to  ride  to  church  or  court  or  mill  or 
market,  to  be  tax^d  for  a  surplus,  saddle-horse, 
and  surchasged  for  having  failed  to  list  him  as 
such  ?    Are  gentlemen  aware  of  the  inquisitorial, 
dispensing,  arbitrary^  and  almost  Papal  power,  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Excise  ?    I  shall  not  stop 
to  go  into  a  detail  of  them ;  but  I  never  did  expect 
to  hear  it  said,  on  this  floor*  and  by  a  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  too,  that  the  excise  system  was  a 
mere  scarecrow — a  bugbear — thiftt  the  sound  of  fhe 
words  constituted  all  the  difference  bet  wees  a  sys- 
tem of  eccise  and  a  system  of  customs  \  that  both 
meant  the  same  thing.    "Write  them  together; 
your's  is  as  fair  aniime.    Sound  them ;  it  doth  be- 
come the  mouth  as  well."    Heie^  sir,  I  must  beg 
leave  to  differ  ;  I  do  not  think  it  does.    "  Weigh 
them  ;  it  U  as  heavy P    That  I  grant.    '^  Conjure 
with  tbem*^— -excise  "  will  start  a  tpiirU  as  soon  as 

This  I  verily  believe,  sir,  and  I  wish,  with  all  my 
heart,  if  this  bill  is  to  pas»-— if  new  and  unneces- 
sary burdens  are  to  be  wantonly  imposed  upon  the 
people — that  we  wera  to  return  home  v^ith  the 
bloMed  news  of  a  tax  or  excise,  not  less  by  way  of 
"minimum,"  than  fifty  cents  per; gallon  upon 
whiskey.  And  here,  if  I  did  not  consider  an  ex- 
ciseman to  bear,  according  to  the  language  of  the 
old  law  books,  caput  bapinum^  and  that  it  was  al- 
most as  raeritorioas  to  shoot  such  a  heil-hoond  of 
tyranny,  as  to  shoot  a  wolf  or  a  mad  dog — and,  if 
I  did  not  know  that  any  thing  like  an  excise  irr 
this  country  is  in  efiSecC  jutterly  impracticable,  I 
myself,  feeling,  seeing,  blushing  for  my  country, 
would  gladly  vote  to  lav  an  excise  on  this  abomi- 
nable liquor,  the  lavish  consumption  of  which 
renders  this  the  most  drunken  nation  under  the 
sun ;  and  yet,  we  have  refused  to  take  the  duties 
from  wines,  from  cheap  French  wines  particu- 
larly, that  might  lure  the  dog  from  his  vomit,  and 
lay  the  foundation  of  a.  reformation  of  the  public 
manners.  Sir,  an  excise  system  can  never  be 
maintained  in  this  country.  I  had  as  lief  be  a 
tythe-proetor  in  Ireland,  and  met  on  a  dark  night 
in  a  narrow  road  by  a  dozen  white-boys,  or  peep- 
of-day  boys,  or  hearts  of  oak,  or  hearts  of  steel,  ^s 
an  exciseman  in  the  Alleghany  mountains,  met, 
in  a  lonely  road,  or, by-place,  bv  a  backwoodsman, 
with  a  rine  in  his  hand.  With  regard  to  Ireland, 
the  British  chancellor  of  the  exohequer  has  been 
obliged  to  reduce  the  exeise  in  Ireland  on  distilled 
spirits,  to  comparatively  nothing  to  what  it  was 


formerly,  in  consequence  of  the  impossibility  of 
collecting  it  in  that  country."  Ireland  is,.not  to 
speak  with  statistical  accuracy^  about  the  size  of 
Pennsylvania,  containing  something  like  twenty- 
five  thousand  square  miles  of  territory,  with  a 
population  of  six  millions  of  inhabitants^  nearly 
as  great  a  number  as  the  whole  of  the  white  pop- 
ulation of  the  United  States;  with  a  standing 
army  of  20,000  men ;  with  another  standing  army, 
cofhposed  of  all  those  classes  in  civil  life,  who, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  that  army,  keep 
the  wretched  people  in  subjection — under  all  these 
circumstances^  even  in  Ireland,  the  excise  cannot 
be  collected.  I  venture  to  say,  that  no  army  that 
the  earth  has  ever  seen — not  such  fid  one  as  that 
of  Bonaparte,  which  marched  to  the  invasion  of 
Russia — would  be  capable  of  collecting  an  excise 
in  this  country — not  such  an  one  as  that  describe, 
if  yott  will  allow  me  to  give  some  delightful  po- 
etry in  exchange  for  very  wretched  prose,  as  Mil- 
ton has  des^riMd : 

«•  8ach  forces  met  not,  nor  so  wide  a  camp, 
When  Agrican,  with  aN  his  northern  power*, 
Besiegsd  Albracea,  as  remaaees  tell, 
-The  oily  of  Caltiphrone,  from  whence  to  win      ^ 
The  fairest  of  her  sex*  Angeliea, 
His  daughter,  sought  by  many  proweet  knights, 
Both  Paynim  and  the  Peers  of  Chaflemagnc." 
Not  such  a  force,  nor  even  the  troops  with  which 
he  compares  them,  which  were  no  less  than  "  the 
legion  nends  of  hell,"  could  collect  an  excise  here. 
If  any  ofiOicer  of  our  Government  were  to  take  the 
field  a  still-bunting,  as  they  call  it  in  Ireland, 
amone  our  Southern  or  Western  forests  and  mooa- 
tains,  I  should  like  to  see  the  throwing;  off  the 
hounds.    I  have  still  enough  of  the  sportsman 
about  me,  that  I  should  like  to  see  the  breaking 
cov^r ;  and,  above  all,  I  should  like  to  be  in  at  the 
death. 

And  what,  said  Mr.  R.,  are  we  now  about  to  r 
do?  For  what  was  the  Constitution  •  formed ? 
To  drive  the  people,  of  any  part  of  this  Union 
from  the  plouffh  to  the  distaff?  Sir,  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  never  would  hare  been 
formed,  and  if  formed,  would  have  been  "scouted, 
una  focs^  by  the  people,  if,  viewed  as  a  means  for 
effecting  purposes  like  this.  The  Constitution 
was  formoi  for  external  |>urpoees,  to  raise  armies 
and  navites^  and  to  lay  uniform  duties  on  imports, 
to  raise  a  reveaue  to  defray, the  expenditure  for 
such  objects.  What  are  you  going  to  do  now? 
To  turn*  the  Constitution  wrong:  side  out  $  to  aban- 
don foreigh  commerce  and  exterior  rdations-»I  am 
sorry  to  use  this  Frenchified  word*— the  foreign 
afhirs,  which  it  was  established  to  regulate,  and 
convert  it  into  a  municipal  agent,, to.  carry  a  sys, 
tem  of  espionage  and  excise  into  every  log  house 
in  the  United  States..  We  went  to  war  with 
Great  Britain  for  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights ; 
we  made  a  treaty  of  peace  ia  which  I  never  could, 
with  the  aid  of  my  glasses,  see  a  word  about  either 
the  one  or  the  other  of  these  objects  of  contention ; 
we  are  now  deter  mined  never  to  be  engaged  in 
another  for  such  purposes ;  for  we  are,  ourselves, 
putting  an  end  to  them.  And,  by  the  way  of 
oomfort  in  this  state  of  things,  we  have  been  told, 
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by  the  doctor  as  well  as  by  the  a{>othecary,  that 
much. cannot  be  immediateiy  expected  from  this 
new  scheme;  that  years  will  pass  away  before  its 
beneficial  effects  will  be  fully  realized.  And  to 
whom  is  this  told?  To  the  consumptiYe  patient 
it  is  said — here  is  the  remedy  ;•  persevere  in  it  for 
a  few  yeara,  and  it  will*  infallibly  cure  your  dis- 
order; and^this  infallible  remedy  is  prescribed  for 
pulmonary  consamption>  which  is  an  opprobrium 
of  physicians,  and  has  reached  a  stage  that,  in  a 
few  months,  not  to  say  days,  mdst  inevitably  ter- 
minate the  existence  of  the  patient.  This  is  to  be 
done,  too,  on  the  plea  that  the  people  who  call  for 
this  measure  are  already  ruined.  I  will  do  any 
thiog,  sir,  in  reason,  to  relieve  these  persons ;  but 
I  can  never  agree,  because  they  are  ruined,  and 
we  are  half  ruined  only,  that  we  shall  be  etitirely 
ruined,  for  the  contingent  possibility  of  their  're^ 
lief.  We  have  no  belief  in  this  n^w  theory— new, 
for  it  came  in  with  tbe  French  revolution,  and 
that  is  of  modern  date-— of  the  transfusion  of  blood 
from  a  healthy  animal  to  a  sick  one:  and,  if  there 
is  to  be  such  a  transfusion  for  the  benefit  of  these 
ruined  persons  now,  we  refer*  the  ffentlemen  to 
bulls  and  goats  for  supplies  of  blood,  for  we 
should  be  the  veriest  asses  to  permit  them  to  draw 
our  own. 

We  are  told,  however,  that  we  have  nothing  to 
do  but  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  public  debt 
for  a  few  years,  and  wait  for  an  accumulation  of 
wealth,  for  a  new  run  of  luck — 

**  Ruafticui  expeetat  dum  defloet  pmnis  et  ilU 
*'LabRiir  et  labitur  is  omne  volubilisevam." 
This  postponement  of  the  public  debt  is  no  nov- 
dty.  All  debts  are,  now-n-days,  as  old  Liify 
hath  it,  in  the  future  in  rus,  "  about  to  be''  paid. 
We  have  gone  on  postponing  paying  the  national 
debt,  and  our  own  debts,  until  individual  credit 
is  ar  an  end  ;  until  property,  low  as  it  is  reduced 
in  price  by  our  fantastic  legislation,  can  no  longer 
be  bouffht  but  for  ready  money.  Here  is  one,  and 
there  the  other.  I  am  describing  a  state  of  so* 
ciety  which  I  know  to  exist  in  a  part  of  the  conn- 
try,  and  which  I  hear,  with  concern,  does  exist 
in  a  greater  degree,  in  a  much  larger  portion  of 
the  country,  than  I  pretend  to  be  personally  ac- 
quainted with. 

In  all  beneficial  changes  in  the  natural  world — 
and  the  sentiment  is  illustrated  by  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  effusions  of  imagination  and  |;eniu8  that 
I  ever  read — in  all  those  changes,  which  are  the 
work  of  an  all-wise,  all-seeing,  and  superintend- 
ing providence,  as  in  the  insensible  gradation  by 
which  the  infant  bud  expands  into  manhood,  and 
from  manhood  to  senility ;  or,  if  you  will,  to 
caducity  itself — ^you  find  nature  never  working 
but  by  gradual  and  imperceptible  changes ;  you 
cannot  see  the  object  move,  but  take  your  eye 
from  it  for  a  while,  and  like  the  index  of  that 
clock,  you  can  see  that  it  has  moved.  The  old 
proverb  says,  Qod  works  good,  and  always  by 
decrees.  The  devil,  on  the  other  band;  is  bent  on 
mischief,  and  always  in  a  hurry.  He  cannot  stay : 
bit  object  is  mischief,  whioh  can  best  be  effected 
suddenly,  and  he  must  be  gone  to  work  elsewhere. 
But  we  have  the  comfort,  ubder  the  pressure  of 


this  measure,  that  at  least  no  force  is  exercised 
upon  us ;  we  are  not  obliged  to  buy  goods  of  for- 
eign manufacture.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  gentlemen 
have  not  said  you  shall  not  send  your  tobacco  or 
cotton  abroad ;  but  they  have  said  the  salne  thing, 
in  o^her  words  ;  by  preventing  the  importation  of 
the  returns  which  we  used  to  receive,  and  with- 
out which,  the  sale  or  exchange  of  our  produce  is 
impracticable,  they  say  to  us,  you  shall  sell  only 
to  us,  and  we  will  give  you  what  we  pleaise ;  yon 
shall  buy  only  of  us,  but  at  what  price  we  please 
to  ask.  But  no  force  is  used  !  You  are  at  full 
liberty  not  to  buy  or  to  sell.  Sir,  when  an  Eng- 
lish Judge  once  told  a  certain  curate  at  Brentfoii, 
that  the  court  of  chancery  was  open  equally  to 
the  rich  and  the  poor,  Horne  Tooke  replied, 
"  so,  my  lord,  is  the  London  Tavern."  You  show 
a  blanket  or  a  warm  rug  to  a  wretch  that  is' shiv- 
ering with  cold,  and  tell  him  you  shall  get  one 
no  where  else,  but  you  are  at  liberty  not  to  buy 


mine. 


No  Jew,  who  ever  tampered  with  the  Ikecessi- 
ties  of  a  profligate  young  heir,  lending  him  money 
at  an  usury  of  cent,  per  cent,  ever  acted  more  pater- 
nally than  the  advdcates  of  thir  bill,  to  those  upon 
whom  it  is  to  operate.  I  advise  you,  young  man,  for 
your  good,  says  the  usurer.  I  do  these  thinss  very 
reluctantly,  iays  Moses — theee  courses  will  lead 
voir  to  ruin.  But,  no  /orei0 — ^bo  sir,  no  force  short  of 
Kussian  des[)Otism,  shall  itiduce  me  to  purchase, 
or,  knowing  it,  to  use  any  article  from  the  region 
of  country  which  attemps  to  cram  this  bill  down 
our  throats.  On  this,  .we  of  the  South  are  re^ 
solved,  as  were  our  fathers  about  the  tea,  which 
they  refused  to  drink ;  for  this  is  the  same  old 
question  of  the  stamp  act  *  in  a  new  shape,  viz  : 
whether  they,  who  have  no  common  feeling  with 
uSf'^hall  impose  on  us,  not  merely  a  burdensome 
but  a  ruinous  tax,  and  that,  by  way  of  experiment 
and  sport.  And  1  say  again,  if  we  are  to' submit 
to  such  usurpations,  give  me  George  Grenville, 
give  me  Lord  North  for  a^tnaster.  It  is  in  this 
point  of  view  that  I  most  deprecate  the  bill.  If, 
said  Mr.  R..  from  the  language  I  have  used,  any 
gentleman  shall  believe  I  am  not  as  much  attach- 
ed to  this  Union  as  any  one  on  this  floor,  he  will 
labor  tnder  ffreat  mistake.  But  there  is  no  magic 
in  this  wora  union.    I  value  it  as  the  means  of 

Preserving  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  thf  people. ' 
larriage  itself  is  a  good  thing,  but  the  marriages 
of  Mezentius  were  not  so  esteemed.  The  mar- 
riage of  Slnbad,  the  sailor,  with  the  corse  of  hb 
deceased  wife,  was  an  union,  and  just  such  an 
union  will  this  be,  if,  by  a  bare  majority  in  both 
Houses,  this  bill  shall  become  a  law.  And,  I  ask, 
sir,  whether  it  will  redound  to  the  honor  of  this 
House,  if  this  bill  should  pass,  that  the  people 
should  owe  their  escape  to  the  act  of  any  others 
rather  than  to  us?  Shall  we,  when  even  the 
British  Parliament  are  taking  off  taxes  by  whole- 
$ale-*«when  all  the  assessed  taxes  are  diminished 
fifty  per  cent.— when  the  tax  on  salt  is  reduced 
seven-eighths,  with  a  pledfl[e  that  the^  remainder 
shall  come  off,  and  the  wnole  would  have  been 
repealed,  bpt  that  it  was  kept  on  as  a  salvo  for 
the  Wounded  pride  of  Mr.  CfbaneeUor  of  the  Ex- 
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cheqaer,"^  who,  when  asked — ^Wby  keep  on  this 
odious  tax,  which  brings  bat  a  paltry  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  per  annum  ?  answered,  by  sub- 
terfuge find  evasion,  as  I  have  heard  done  in  this 
House,  and  drew  back  upon  his  resources,  his  ma- 
jority— how  will  k  answer  for  the  people  to  look 
up  for  theirs  escape  from  oppression,  not  to  their 
immediate  Hepi^esentatives,  but  to  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  States,  or,  possibly,  to  the  Execu- 
tive? And,  ]^rmit  me  here  to  say,  and  I  say  it 
freely,  because  it  is  true,  that  I  join  as  heartily  as 
any  man,  in  reprehending  "  the  eold,  ambiguous 
support  of  the  Executive  Government  to  thi»  bill." 
I  do  not  use  my  own  words ;  I  deprecate  as  much  as 
any  member  of  this  House  can  do,  that  the  Execu- 
tive of  this*  country  should  lend  to  this  bill,  or  to 
any  other  bill,  a  cold  and  ambiguous  support,  or 
support  of  any  sort,  until  it  come  before  him  in  the 
shape  of  a  law.  Unless  it  be  a  measure  which  he. 
in  his  Constitutional  capacity,  may  have  invitea 
Congress  to  pass.  I  may  be  ^rmitted  to  say,  and 
I  will  say,  that,  in  case  thisl)ill  should  be  unhap- 
pily presented  to  him  for  his  signature,  and  a$  an 
allusion  has  been  made  to  hini  in  debate,  I  pre- 
sume I  may  repeat  it, — I  hope^  he  will  recoil'ect 
how  much  the  countrv  that  gave  him  birth  has 
donefor  him,  and  the  little,  not  to  say  worse  than 
nothiDf,  that,  during  his  administration  he  has 
done  lor  h^«  I  hope,  sir,  he  will  scout  the  bill 
as  contrary  to  the  ffenius  of  our  Government,  to 
the  whole  spirit  andletter  of  our  confederation — 
I  say  of  our  confederation — ^Blessed  be  God,  it  is 
a  confederation,  and  that  it  contains  within  itself 
the  redeeming  power  which  has  more  (ban  once 
been  exercised — and  that  it  oontains  within  itself 
the  seeds  of  preservation,  if  not  of  this  Union,  at 
least  of  the  individual  Commonwealths  of  which 
it  is  composed. 

Bat,  sir,  not  satisfied  with  ap  appeal  to  the  ex- 
ample of  Great  Britain,  whom  we  have  been  con- 
tent hitherto  very  seduously  to  censure  and  to  imi- 
tate— as  I  once  heiird  a  person  say  that  it  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  persons  of  a  peculiar  char- 
acter to  be  extremely  vehement  of  censure  of  the 
very  vice  of  which  they  are  themselves  guilty — 
the  example  of  Russia  has  been  introduced,  the 
Tery  laM,  I  should  suppose^  (hat  would  be  brought 
into  this  House  on  this  or  any  other  Question.  A 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Poinsett,) 
whose  intelligence  and  information  <I  very  much 


*  It  is  a  svliject  of  much  regret  to  me^  that,  at 
this  time,  I  had  sot  had  tiie  benefit  of  the  very  able 
•peeeh  of  hia  encoesaor  in  oflioe,  (Mr.  Robinaon,) 
which  reached  the  United  Btatee  a  few  days  after. 
It  ought  to  be  reprinted  in  every  leading  paper  in  the 
Union.  With  the  good  eenae,.  liberality,  mamlineaa, 
and  good  liith,  which  characterize  the  whole  apeech, 
he  states  that  Governmeht  ie  pledged  to  the  abolition 
of  (he  small  remnant  of  the  salt  tax ;  and,  if  insisted 
on  by  the  Opposition,  the  pledge  s^all  be  redeemed* 
He  8Ugge«t8,  however,  the  policy  of  sabstituting  some 
other  reduction  in  lieu  of  the  small  tax  now  payable 
on  salt,  which  he  conceivea  to  be  as  little  burdensome, 
at  ita  present  reduced  rate,  as  any  other,  and  more 
easy  of  collection. 

18th  CoN.  Ist  Sbs8.^75 


respect^  but  the  feeUeness  of  whose  voice  does  not 
permit  him  to  be  heard  as  distinctly. as  could  be 
wished,  remarked  the  other  day,  and,  having  it  on 
my  note3, 1  will,- with  his  leave,  repeat  it — ^Russia 
is  cursed  with  a  paper  money,  which,  in  point  of 
depreciation  and  its  consequent  embarrassment  to 
her,  can  bo^st  of  no  advantage,  I  believe,  even 
over  that  of  that  of  Kentucky---so  cursed,  that  it 
is  impossible,  until  her  circulation  is  restored  to  a 
heathful  state,  she  can  ever  take  her  station  as  a 
commercial  or  manufacturing  nation,  to  any  ex- 
tent. Nay,  more,  Russia,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  of  her  provinces,  consists,  like  the  mterior  of 
America,  ot  a  vast  inland  continent,  desolated  and 
deformeu  bv  prairies,  or  steppes,  as  they  are  there 
called,  inhaoited  by  a  sparse  population ;  and,  as 
an  appeal  has  been  maae  to  experience,  said  Mr^ 
R.,  1  ask  any  gentleman  to  show  me  an  instance 
of  any  country  under  the  sun  that  has,  under  these 
circumstances,  taken  a  stand  as  a  manufacturing 
or  great  commercial  nation.  These  great  rivers 
and  inland  seas  cut  a  mighty  figure  on  the  map, 
but,  when  you  coine  to  consider  of  (fapacities  for 
foreign  commerce,'  how  unlike  the  insular  situa- 
tion of  Great  Britain,  or  the  peninsular  situation 
of  almost  the  whole'  continent  of  Europe — sur- 
rounded or  penetrated  as  it  is  by  inland  seas  and 
gulfs!  May  I  be  pardoned  for  adverting  to  the 
fact — ^I  know  that  comparisons  are  extremely  odi- 
ou&^-that.  when  we  look  to  Salem  and  Boston,  to 
parts  of  the  country  where  skilli  and  capital,  and 
industry,  notoriously  exist,  we  and  opposition  to 
this,  bill;  and  that,  when  we  look  to  countries 
which  could  sooner  build  one  hundred  pyramids, 
such  as. that  of  Cheops,  than  manufacture  one 
cambric  needle^  or  a  paper  of  White  Chapel  pin3, 
or  a  watch-spring,  we  hear  a  clamor  about  this 
system  for  the  protection  of  manufactures.  The 
merchants  and  manufacturers  of  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  the  Province  of  Maine,  and  Sa- 
gadahock  repel  this  bill,  whilst  men  in  hunting 
shirts,  with  deer-skin  leggings  and  modcasins  oa 
their  feet,  want  protection  for  manufactures-^men 
with  rifles  on  their  shoulders,  and  long  knives  in 
their  belts,  seeking  in  the  forests  to  my  in  their 
next  Winter's  supply  of  bearme&t.  But  it  is  not 
there  alone  the  cry  Is  heard.  It  is  at  Baltimore — 
decayed,  deserted  Baltimore,  whose  exports  have 
paore  than  one-half  decreased,  whilst  those  of  Bos- 
ton have  four  times  increased — it  is  decayed  and 
deserted  Baltimore  that  comes  her^  and  asks  us 
for  the  protection  of  those  interests  which  hi^ve 
grown  up  during  the  late  war — privateering  among 
the  number,  I  presumed  Philadelphia,  too^  in  ik 
state  of  atrophy,  asks  for  the  measure — Philadel- 

Ehia,  who  never  can,  pass  what  bill  you  please, 
ave  a  foreign  trade  to  any  great  amount,  or  be- 
come a  great  manufacturing  town,  for  which  she 
wants  all  the  elements  of  climate,  coal,  and  capi- 
tal-rthis  city,  now  over  built,  swoln  to  the  utmost 
extent  of  the  integument,  and  utterly  destitute  of 
force  or  weight  in  the  Union,  wants  this  bill  for 
the  protection  of  the  domestic  industry  of  her  free 
blacKs,  I  presume.  New  York,  too,  is  now  willing 
to  build  up  Montreal  and  Q^uebec  at  her  expense — 
to  convert  the  Hudson  into  a  theatre  for  rival  di&pu- 
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tants  about  steamboats  in  the  courts  below  stairs, 
and  for  them,  and  such  as  them,  with  a  coasting 
license,  to  ply  upon.  The  true  remedy,  and  the 
only  one,  for  the  iron  manufacturer  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, who  has^  nothing  but  iron  to  sell,  and  that, 
they  tell  us,  is  worth  nothing,  would  be  to  lay  on 
the  table  of  this  House  a  declaration  of  war  in 
blank,  and  then^o  into  a  Committee  of  th^  Whole, 
to  see  what  nation  in  the  world  it  would  be  most 
convenient  to  go  to  war  witH — for,  fill  the  blank 
with  the  name  of  what  Power  vou  please,  it  must 
be  a  sovereign  State,  and,  tbou^nit  have  not  a  sea- 
man or  a  vessel  in  the  world,  its  commissions  are 
as  good  and  valid  in  an  admiralty  court,  as  those 
of  the  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain.  In 
this  way  you  will  piK  our  furnaces  in  blast,  and 
your  paper  mills  into  full  operation;  and  many, 
Tery  many,  who,  durins  the  last  war,  transported 
flour  on  horseback  for  the  supply  of  your  army,  at 
the  cost  of  an  hundred  dollars  per  barrel,  and  who 
have  sin^e  transported  provisions  in  steamboats  up 
and  down  the  Missouri  river — very  many  such  in- 
dividuals would  thus  be  taken  out  of  the  very  jaws 
of  bankruptcy  and  lifted  up  to  opulence,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  that  -people,  at  whose  expense,  also,  you 
are  now  about  to  enable  these  iron  manufacturers 
to  fill  their  pockets.  New  England  does  not  want 
this'btll.  Connecticut,  indeed,  molasses  having 
been  thrown  overboard  to  lighten  the  ship,  votes 
for  this  bill.  A  word  in'  the  ear  of  the  land  of 
steady  habits — I  voted  against  that  tax,  on  the' 
principle,  which  has  always  directed  my  public 
life,  not  to  compromise  m^^  opinions — not  to  do 
evil  that  good  may  come  of  it — let  me  tell  the  land 
of  steady  habits,  that,  after, this  bill  shall  be  fairly 
oflfthe  shore  j  after  weshall  have  cleared  decks  and 
made  ready  for  action  again ;  after  she  shall  have 
imposed  on  me  the  onerous  burden  of  this  bill,  she 
shall  have  the  benefit  of  my  vote  to  put  on  again 
this  duty  on  molasses — not  at  this  day — this  is  not 
the  last  tariff  measure;  for,  in  less  than  five  years, 
I  would,  if  I  were  a  betting  man,  wager  any  odds 
that  we  have  another  tariff  proposition,  worse  by 
far  than  that,  amendments  to  which  gentlemen 
had  strangled  yesterday  by  the  bow-string  of  the 
previous  question.  Fair  dealing  leads  to  safe  coun- 
sels and  safe  issues.  There  is  a  certain  left-handed 
wisdom,  that  often  overreaches  its  own  objects, 
.which  grasps  at  the  shadow  and  lete  go  the  sub- 
stance. We  shall  not  only  have  this  duty  on  mo- 
lasses, I  can  tell  the  gentlemen  from  Connecticut, 
but  we  shall  have,  moreover,  an  additional  bounty 
OB  intoxication  bv  whiskey,  in  the  shape  of  an  ad- 
ditional duty  on  foreign  distilled  spirits. 

The  ancient  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  one 
of  whose  unworthy  sons,  and  more  unworthv  rep- 
resentatives, I  am,  said  Mr.  R.,  must  now  begin 
to  open  her  eyes  to  the  fatal  policy  which  she  has 
pursued  for  the  last  forty  years,  I  have  not  a 
doubt,  that  they  who  were  the  agents  for  transfer- 
ring her  vast,  and  boundless,  and  fertile  country 
to  the  United  States,  with  an  express  stipulation, 
in  effect,  that  not  an  acre  of  it  should  ever  inure 
to  the  benefit  of  any  man  from  Virginia,  were  as 
respectable,  and  kind  hearted,  and  hospitable,  and 
polished,  and  guileless  Virginia  gentlemen,  as 


ever  were  cheated  out  of  their  estates  by  their 
orerseers;  men  who,  so  long  as  they  could  com- 
mand the  means,  by  sale  of  their  last  acre,  or  last 
negro,  would,  have  a  good  dinner,  and  give  a 
hearty  welcome  to  "whomsoever  chose  to  drop  in, 
to  eat,  friend  or  stranger,   bidden  or  unbiodeo. 
What  will  be  the  effect  of  this  bill  on  the  South- 
ern States  ?    The  effect  of  this  policy-  is,  what  I 
shudder  to  look  at ;.  the  more,  because  the  next 
census  is  held  up  in  terrorem  over  as.     We  are 
told,  you  had  better  consent  to  this — we  are  not 
threatened  exactly  with  'General  Gage  and  the 
Boston  Port  bill — but  we  are  told  .by  gentlemen, 
we  shall,  after  the  next  census,  so  saddle,  and 
bridle,  and  martinffcUe  you,  that  you  will  be  easily 
regulated  by  any  bit,  or  whip,  however  aevere,  or 
spurs,  however  rank,  of  domestic   manufacture, 
that  we  choose  to  u^.    But  this  argument,  sir, 
has  no  weight  in  it  with  me.    I  do  not  choose  lo 
be  robbed  now,  because,  after  I  am  once  robbed, 
it  will  become  easier  to  rob  tne  again.     Obria pm^ 
cipiis,  is  my  maxim — because  every  act  of  exten- 
sion of  the  system  operates  in  a  two-fold  way,  de- 
creasing the  strength  and  iQeans  of  the  robbee, 
and  increasing  those  of  the  robber..   This  is  as 
true  as  any  proposition  in  mathematics.    Genile- 
men  need  not  tell  us.  we  had  better  give  in  at 
once.    No,  sir,  we  snail  not  give  in  ;  no,  we..sliall 
hold  out — we  shall  not  give  in.  We  do  not  meaa 
to  be  threatened  out  of  our  rights  by  the  menace 
of  another  census.    We  are  aware  of  our  folly, 
and  it  is  our  business  to  provide  against  the  con- 
sequences of  it,  but  not  in  this  way.     When  1  re- 
collect, that  the  tariff  of  1816  was  followed  by 
that  of  1319-'20,  and  that  by  this  mes^sure  of 
1623-'24, 1  cannot  believe  that  we  are,  at  any  time 
hereafter,  long  to  be  exempt  from  the  demands  of 
those  sturdy  beggars,  who  will  take  no  denial. 
Every  concession  does  but  render  every  fresh  de- 
mand and  new  coi^cession  more  easv%    It  is  like 
those  dastard  nations  who  vainly  tnink  to  baf 
peace.    Wlien  I  look  back  to  what  the  country  of 
which  I  am  a  representative  was,  and  when  I  see 
what  it  is — when  I  recollect  the  expression  df 
Lord  Cornwallis,  applied  to  Virginia,  ^'  that  great 
and  unterrified  colony,"  which  he  was  about  to 
enter,  not  without  some  misgivings  of  his  mind  as 
to  the  result  of  the  invasion — when  I  com^re 
what  she  was  when  this  House  of  Represen,taUTes 
first  assembled  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  what 
she  now  is,  I  know,  by  the  disastrous  contrast, 
that  her  councils  have  not  been  governed  by  states- 
men.   They  might  he  admirable  profestsors  of  a 
university,  powerful  dialecticians  ex  ccUhedm,  bat 
no  sound  counsels  of  wise  statesmen  could  ever 
lead  to  such  pradtical  ill  results  as  are  exhibited 
by  a  comparison  of  the  past  and  present  condition 
of  the  ancient  colony  and  dominion  of  Virginia. 
In  the  course  pf  this  discussion,  said  Mr.  R'j  1 
have  heard,  I  will  not  say  with  surprise,  becanse 
nil  admirari  is  m^  motto— no  doctrine  that  can 
be  broached  on  this  floor  can  ever,  hereafter,  ex- 
cite surprise  in  tny  mind — ^1  have  heard  the  names 
of  Say,  Ganilh,  Adam  Smith,  and  Ricardo,  pro' 
nouncedj  not  only  in  terms,  but  in  a  tone,  of  sneer- 
ing contempt,  as  visionary  theorists,  destitute  of 
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practical  wisdom,  and  the  whole  clan  of  Scotch 
and  Q,uarterly  review^s  lugsed  in  to  boot.  This, 
sir,  i$  a  sweeping  clause  of  proscription.  With 
the  names  of  Say,  Smith,  and  Ganilh,  I  profess 
to  be  acquainted,  for  I  too,  am  versed  in  HtUpages^ 
but  I  did  not  expect  to  hear,  in  this  House,  a  name, 
with  which.  I  am  a  little  further  acquainted, 
treated  with  so.little  ceremony,  and  by  whom  ?  I 
leave  Adam  Smith  to  the  simplicity^  and  majesty, 
and  strength  of  his'own'native  genius  which  has 
canonized  his  name — a  name  which  will  be  pro- 
nounced with  veneration,  whej^i  not  one  name  in 
this  House  will  be  remembered.  But,  one  word 
as  to  Ricardb,  the  last  mentioned  of  those  writers 
— a  new  authority,  though  the  grave  has  already 
dosed  upon  him,  and  set  .its  seal  upon  his  reputa- 
tion. I  shall  speak  of  hira  in  the  language  of  a 
man  of  as  great  a  genius  as  this,  or  perhaps  any, 
age  has  ever  produced — a  man  remarkable  for  the 
depth  of  his  reflections  and  the  acumen  of  his  pen- 
etration. "I  h^d  been  led,"  says  this  man,  "  to 
'  look  into  loads  of  books-^my  understanding  had 
'  for'  tx>o  many  years  been  intimate  with  severe 
^  thinkers,  with  logic,  and^  the  great  masters  pf 
*  knowledge,  not. to  be  aware  olthe  utter  feeble- 
'  Hess  of  the  herd  of  modern  economists.  I  some- 
'  txvtifos  read- chapters  from  mOre  recent  works,  or 
'  part  of  Parliamentary  debates.  I  saw  that  these 
'[ominous  words!]  'were  generally  the  very 
*•  dregs  and  rinsings  of  the  human  intellect."  [I 
am  very  glad,  sir,  he  did  not  read  our  debates. 
What  wodd  he  l)ave  skid  of  ours  ?  ]  <<At  length 
'  a  friend  sent  me  Mr.  Ricardo's  book,  and  recur- 
'  ring  to  my  own  prophetic  aotioipation  of  the  ad- 
'  vent  of  some  legislator  on  this  science,  I  said, 
'  Thou  art  the  niao.  Wonder  and  curiosity  had 
'  long  been  dead  in  me  ]  yet  I  wondered  once 
'  more.  Had  this  profound  work  been  really  writ- 
^  ten  in  England  auring  the  19th  century  ?  Could 

<  it  be  that  an  Englishmao,  and  he  not  in  academic 
'  bowers,  but  oppressed  by  mercantile  and  sena- 

<  torial  cares,  hao  accomplished  what  all  the  uni- 
^  vetsities  and  a  century  of  thought  had  failed  to 
^  advance  by  one  hair's  oreadth  7  All  other  writers 
'  had  been  crushed  and  overlaid  by  the  enormous 
^weight  of  facts  and  documents j  Mr.  Ricardo 


^  structed  what  had  been  but  a  collection  of  tenti- 
'  tive  discussions,  into  a  science  of  regular  pro- 
'  portions,  now  first  standing  on  an  eternal  basis." 
I  pronounce  no  opinion  of  my  own,  said  Mr. 
R.,  on  Rtcardo;  I  recur  father  to  the  opinion  of 
a  man,  inferior'  in  point  of  original  and  native 
genius,'  and  that  highly  cultivated,  too,  to  none 
of  the  moderns,  and  few  of  the  ancients.  Upon 
this  subject,  what  shall  we  say  to  the  following 
fact?  Butler,  who  is  Jiuown  to  gentlemen  of  the 
profession  of  the  law,  as  the  ancotator,  with  Har- 
grove, on  Lord  Coke,  speaking  with  Fdz  as  to 
political  economy*-*that  most  extraordinary  man, 
unrivalled  for  his  powers  of  debate,  excelled  by 
no  man  that  ever  lived,  or  probably  ever  will  live. 
as  a  public  debater,  and  of  the  deepest  of  political 
emditioo,  fairly  confessed  that  he  had  never  tead 


Adam  Smith.  Butler  said  to  Mr.  Fox  "that  he 
'had  never    read  Adam  Smith's  work  on  the 

*  Wealth  of  Nations."  «  To  tell  you  the  truth," 
'  replied  Mr.  Fox,  "  nor  I  neither.  There  is  some- 
'  thing  in  all  these  subjects  that  passes  my  com- 
'  prehension — something  so  wide  that  I  could 
'  never  embrace  them  myself,  or  find  any  one 

*  who  did."  And  yet  we  see  how  we,  with  our 
little  dividers,  undertake  to  lay  off  the  scale,  and 
with  our  pack-thread  to  take  the  sounding?,  and 
speak  with  a  confidence  peculiar  to  ijuacks  (in 
which  the  regular  bred  professor  never  indulges) 
on  this  abstruse  knd  perplexing  subject.  Confi- 
dence is  00^  thing,  knowledge  another;  of  the 
want  of  which,  overweening  confidence  is  noio- 
rious^y  the  indication.  What  of  that  ?  Let  Ga- 
nilh, Say,  Ricardo,  Smith — all  Gretek  and  Roman 
fame  be  against  us — we  appeal  to  Dionysius  in 
support  of  ouY  doctrines ;  and  to  him  not  on  the 
throne  of  Syracuse  but  at  Corinth — not  in  abso- 
lute possession  of  that  most  wonderful  and  enig- 

''matical  city,  as  difficult  to  comprehend  as  the 
abstrosest  problem  of  political  economy,  which 
furnished  not  only  the  means  6ut  the  men  for 
supporting  the  greatest' wars — a  kingdom  within 
itself,  under  whose  ascendant  the  genius  of  Athens, 
in  her  most  high  and  palmy  state,  quailed,  and 
stood  rebuked.  No  j  we  follow  the  pedagogue  to 
the  schools — dictating  in  the  classic  shades  of 
\utTiZ'^oo6r:--(iueu8anQnlucendo) — to  his  disciples. 
We  have  oeeh  lold  that  the  economists  are 
right  In  theory  and  wrong  {n  practice ;  which  is 
as  much  as  to  say,  that  two  bodies  occupy  at  the 
same  time  the  same  space ;  for  it  is  equally  im- 
practicable to  be  right  in  theorjr  and  wrong  in 
practice.  It  is  easy  to  be  wrong  in  practice  fbut 
if  our  practice'  corresponds  with  our  theory,  it  is 
a  solecisni  to  say  that  we  can  be  right  in  the  one 
and  wrong  in  the  other.  As  for  Alexander  and 
Caesar,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  have  as  little  respect  for 
their  niemory  as  is  consistent  with  that  involun- 
tary homage  which  all  must  pay  to  medf  of  their 
prowess  and  abilities ;  and  if  Alexander  had  suf- 
fered himself  to  be  led  by  the  nose  out  of  Baby- 
lon and  banished  to  Sinope,  or  if  Caesar  had  suf- 
fered himself  to  be  deprived  of  his  imperial  sway, 
:^ot  by  the  dagger  of  the  assassin,  but  by  his  Own 
slavish  fears^  I  should  have  as  little  respect  for 
their  memory  as  for  that  of  him  whose  example 
has  on  this  occasion  been  held  up  to  us  for  admi- 
ratioh.  Speaking  of  that  man  who  has  kept  me 
awake  ni]ght  after  night,  and  has  been  to  me  an 
incubus  by  day,  for  fear  of  the  vastness  of  his  de- 
signs, I  cannot  conceive  of  a  spectacle  so  pitiful, 
so  despicable,  as  that  man,  under  those  circum- 
stances ;  and  if  the  work  dictated  by  him  at  St. 
Helena  be  read  with  the  slightest  attention,  no 
forsworn  witness  at  the  Old  Bailey  was  ever  de- 
tected in  so  many  contradictions  as  he  has  been 
suilty  of.  No,  sir.  the  Jupiter  from  whose  re- 
luctant hand  the  thunderbolt  is  ^rung,  is  not  the 
one  at  whose  shrine  I  worship — not  that  I  think 
that  the  true  Amphitryon  is  always  him  with 
whom  we  dine — he  is  not  the  political  economist 
who  is  to  take  place  of  Smith  and  Ricardo.  Will 
any  ma^.make  me  believe  that  he  understood  the 
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theory  or  the  practice  of  political  economy  better 
than  these  men,  or  than  Charles  Fox?  Impossi- 
ble. When  I  recollect  what  that  man  might  have 
done  for  liberty,  and  what  he  did;  when  I  recol- 
lect that  to  him  we  owe  this  Holy  Alliance — this 
fearful  power  of  Russia — of  Russia,  wheje  I  should 
advise  persons  to  go  who  desired  to  be  instructed 
in  petty  treason  by  the  murder  of  a  husband,  or 
in  parricide  by  the  murder  of  a  father,  but  from 
whom  I  shoula  never  think  of  taking  a  lesson  in 
political  economy — to  whom  I  would  say,  rather, 
pay  your  debts,  not  in  depreciated  paper ;  do  not 
commit  daily  acts  of  bankruptcy^  restore  your 
currency ;  practise  on  the  principles  of  libejrality 
and  justice^  and  then  I  will  listen  to  you.  No, 
sir,  Russia  may,  if  she  pleases,  not  only  lay  heavy 
duties'  00  imports ;  she  may  prohibit  them  if  she 
pleases]  she  has  nothing  to  export  but  what  some 
other  inland  countries  have,  political  power — 
physical,  to  be  sure,  as  well  as  intellectual  power--r 
but  she  does  not  even  dare  to  attack  the  Turk ; 
she  cannot  stir ;  she  is  something  like  some  of  our 
interior  people  of  the  South,  who  have  plenty  of 
land,  plenty  of  serfs,  smoke-houses  filled  with 
meat,  and  very  fii^e  horses  to  ride,  but  who,  when 
they  go  abroad,  have  not  one  shilling  to  bless 
themselves  with;  and  90  long  as  she  is  at  peace; 
and  does  not  trouble  the  rest  of  the  world,  so  long 
she  may  be  suffered  to  remain ;  but,  if  she  should 
continue  to  act  hereafter  as  she  has  done  hereto- 
fore, it  will  be  the  interest  of  the  civilized  world 
to  procure  her  dismemberment,  j^er/w  aul  ne/as. 

But  it  is  said  a  measure  of  this  sort  is  necessary 
to  create  employment  for  the  people.  Why,  sir, 
where  ate  the  handles  of  the  plough  7  Are  they 
unfit  for  young  gentlemen  to  touch  ?  Or  will  they 
rather  choose  to  enter  your  military  academies, 
where  the  sons  of  the  rich  are  educated  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  poor,  and  where  so  many  political 
Janissaries  are  every  year  turned  oUt,  always  ready 
for  war,  and  to  support  the  powers  that  .be«— eoual 
to  the  Strelitzes  ot  Moscow  or  St.  Petersburg  ?  I 
do  not  speak  now  of  individuals,  of  course,  but  of 
the  tendency  of  the  system — the  hounds  follow 
the  huntsman  becau^  he  feeds  them,  and  bears 
the  whip. '  I  speak  of  the  system.  I  concur  most 
heartilv,  sir,  in  the  censure  which  has  been  passed 
upon  the  greediness  of  oflOice,  which  stands  a  stig- 
ma on  the  present  generation.  Men  from  whom 
we  might  expect,  and  from  whom  I  did  expect 
better  things,  crowd  the  ante-chamber  of  the  pal- 
ace, for  every  vacant  office ;  nay,  even  before  men 
are  dead,  their  shoes  are  wanted  for  some  bare- 
footed office-seeker.  How  mistaken  was  the  old 
Roman,  the  old  Consul,  who,  whilst  he  held  the 
plough  by  one  hand,  and  death  held  the  other, 
exclaimed,  "  DiU  immoHalibus  9ero  /'' 

Our  fathers,  how  did  they  acquire  their  proper- 
ty? By  straightforward  industry,  rectitude,  and 
frugality.  How  did  they  become  dispossessed  of 
their  property  ?  By  indulging  in  speculative  hopes 
and  aesigns,  seeking  the  shadow  whilst  they  lost 
the  substance ;  and  now,  instead  of  being,  as  they 
were,  men  of  respectability,  men  of  substance, 
men  capable  and  willing  to  live  independently 
and  honestly,  and  hospitably  too-^for  wno  so  par- 


simonious as  the  prodigal  who  has  aothiag  to 
give?  What  have  we  become?  A  natioa  of 
sharks,  preying  on  one  another  through  the  in* 
strumeotality  of  this  paper  system,  which^  ifLj- 
curgus  had  known  of  it,  he  would  uoquestioaahlj' 
have  adopted,  in  preference  to  his  iron  money,  if 
his  object  had  been  to  make. the  Spartaos  the 
most  accomplished  knaves,  as  well  aa  to  keep 
them  poor. 

We  are  told  that  this  is«a  curious  Constitation 
of  ours :  it  is  made  for  foreigners  and  not  for  our- 
selves— for  the  protection  of  foreign,  and  not  of 
American  industry.  *  Sir,  this  is  a  curious  Consti- 
tution of  ours,  said  Mr.  R.;  and  if  I  were  disposed 
to  deny  it,  I  could  not  succeed.    It  is  an  anomaly 
in  itself.    It  is  that  supposed  impoissibility  of  all 
writers,  from  Aristotle  to 'the  present  day^  an  tsi- 
perium  in  ienperio*    Nothing  lixe  it  ever  did  exist, 
or  possibly  €ver  will,  ^nder  simitar  circumstaoces. 
It  IS  a  Constitution  consisting  of  confederated 
bodi^^,  for  certain  exterior  purposes,  and,  also,  for 
some  interior  purposes,  but  leaving  to  the  Sute 
authorities,  among  a  great  many  powersy  the  very 
one  which  we  now  propose  to  exercise :  for,  if  we 
were  now  passing  a  revenue  M8-M1  bill,  the  object 
of  which  were  to  raise  revenue — however  much  I 
should  deny  the  policy,  and  however  I  could  de- 
monstrate, the  futility  of  the  plan,  I  still  should 
deem.it  to  be  a  Constitutional  oill — a  bill  passed 
to  carry,  bona  fide,  into  efiect,  a  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  but  a  bill  passed  with  short-sighted 
views.    Bat  this  is  no  such  bill.   ,  It  is  a  bill,  under 
pretence  of  rqg^ulating  commerce,  to  take  money 
from  the  pockets  of  a  very  large,  andj  I  thank 
God,  contiguous  territory,  and  to  pot  it  mto  other 
pockets.    One  word,  .*iir,  on  that  point ;  I  can  as- 
sure the  ffentlemcfn  whose  appetites  are  so  keenly 
whetted  lor  our  money-<-I  trust,  at  least,  that  if  this 
bill  passes,  there  will  oe  a  meeting  of  the  members 
opposed  to  it,  and  a.  general  and  consentaneous 
resistance  to  its  operation  throughout  the  whole 
Southern  country — and  we  shall  make  it  by  law- 
ful means;  quant  d  noui,  the  law  will  be  a  dead 
letter.    It  shall  be  to  me,  at  least,  as  innocuous  as 
the  pill  of  the  eoopyric,  which  I  am  determiaed 
not  to  swallow.    Tne  manufacturer  of  the  East 
may  carry  his  woollens,  or  his  9ottons,,  or  his  cof- 
fins, to  what  market  he  pleases — ^I  do  not  buy  of 
him.    Self  defence  is  the  first  law  of  nature,     lon 
drive  us  into  it.    You  create  heats  and  animosi- 
ties amongst  this  sreat  family,  who  ought  to  live 
like  brothers  ;  and,  after  yov  have  got  this  temper 
of  mind  roused  ^mong  the  Southern  people,  da 
you  expect  to  come  amongus  to  trade, and  expect 
us  to  buy  your  wares  ?    air.  not  only  «ball  we 
not  buy  them,  but  we  shall  take  such  measures  (I 
will  not  enter  into  the  detail  of  them  now,)  as 
shall  render  it  impossible  for  you  to  sell  them. 
Whatever  may  be  said  here,  of  the  "  misguided 
counsels,"  as  they  have  been  termecL  "  of  the  the- 
orists of  Virginia,"  they  have,  so  far  as  re^rds 
this  question,  the  confidence  of  united  Virginis. 
We  are  asked— does  the  South  lose  any  thiog  bf , 
this  bill — why  do  you  cry  out  ?    I  put  it,  sir,  to 
any  man,  from  any  part  of  the  country,  from  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico^  from  the  Balize^  to  the  Eastern 
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shore  of  Maryland — which,!  thank  hearen^is  not 
yet  under  the  goyernmeDt  of  Baltimore,  and  will 
not  be,  unless  certain  theories  should  come  ieto 
play  iti  that  State,  which  we  have  lately  heard 
of,  and  a  majority  of  men,  told  by  the  head,  should 
goTern — whether  the  whole  country,  between  the 
points  I  have  named,  is  not  unanimous  in  opposi- 
tion to  this  bill^    Would  it  not  b^  unexampled, 
that  we  sboold  -thus  ciyiiplaiD,  protest,  resist,  and 
'that  alt  the  while  r^^thme  should  be  the  matter  ? 
Are  oar  understandings  ^however  low  mine  may 
be  rated,  much  sounder  than  mine  are  engaged  in 
-this  resistance,)  to  be  rated  so  low  as  that  we  are 
Co  be  made'  to  beliere  that  we  are  children  af- 
frighted by  a  bugbear  ?    We  are  asked,  however, 
•wl^  do  yotf  cry  out  ? — ^it  is  all  for  your  good.    Sir, 
this  reminds  me  of  the  mistresses  of  George  II. 
who,  w^en  they  were  insulted  by  the  populace  on  ^ 
^  arriving  in  London,  fas  all  such  creatures  deserve 
to  be,  by  every  mob,)  t\xi  their  heads  out  of  the 
wiikdow,  and  said  to  them,  in  their  broken  Eng- 
lish, "  Goot  people,  we  be  cofne  for  your  goots ;" 
to  which  one  of  the  mob  rejoined  "Yes,  and  for 
our  chattels  too,  I  fancy."    Just  so  it  is  with  the 
oppressive  exactions  proposed  and  advocated  by 
the  supporters  of  this  nill,  on  the  plea  of  the  good 
of  those  who  aire  its  victims. 

Inhere  is  not  a  member  of  this  House,  said  Mr. 
R.,  More^  deeply  penetrated  than  the  one  who  is 
endeavo^g  to  address  you,  with  the  inadequate 
manner  m  which  he  has  discharged  the  task  Vax- 
TOsed  npon  hlni— in  this  instance,  he  whl  say,  on 
Iris  part,  most  reluctantly.  But,  as  I  have  been  all 
my  life  a  smatter^r  in  history,  I  cannot  fail  to  be 
struck  with  the  fitness  of  the  comparison  insti- 
tuted by  a  historian  of  this  country  with  the  Ro-» 
man  republic,  jqst  as  it  was  in  a  state  of  prepara- 
tion for  a  master. 

^  Sed,  post  quam  iuxu,  atque  desidia  civitas 
corrupta  est ;  rursus  respablica,  ma^nitudine  sua, 
impera'toramatquemagistratuum  vitiasustentabat; 
ac  veluti^ffoeta  parentum,  moltis  tempestatibus, 
haud  sane  quis^uilm  Romse  virtute  magnos  fuit." 
Of  this  quotation,  I  will,  as  they  sometimes  say 
-in  the  ParKament,'  for  the  benefit  of  the  country 

gmtlemen,  attempt  a  translation.  '^  But,  after  the 
tate  had  oecotne  corrupted  by  luxury  ana  sloth"— 
in  the  Arabian  Nights'  Entertainments,  we  are 
told  of  one  who  laid  by  his  sequins  in  good  money, 
.  ^nd  when  he  afterwards  came  to  use  them,  he 
found  them  to  be  bits  of  paper,  not  worth  more 
than  old  cpntinental  (oc  Kentucky)  money—"  by 
luxury  apd  sloth,  agam  the  republic," — and  here 
I  press  the  comparison — -^'  by  dint  of  its  own  mag- 
nitude, its  own  greatness,  its  own  vastness^  bore 
up  under  the  faults,  the  vices,  of  its  generals,  ma- 
gistrates, and  that,  too,  as  if  effete — (past  bearing) 
since,  for  a  long  while" — I  hbpe  the  comparison 
will  not  hold  here-^"  fora  long  time  scarcely  anv 
man  had  become  great  at  Rome  by  his  merit." 
So,  sir,  it  is  with  this  republic.  It  does  not  sus- 
tain, by  its  greatness  and  growing  magnitude,  the 
fblties  and  vices  of  its  magistracy.  Had  this  Gov- 
ernment been  stationary  like  any  of  the  old  Gov- 
ernments of  Europe,  of  the  secoad  class,  Prussia, 
for  instance,  or  Holland,  by  the  political  evolu- 


tions of  the  last  thirty  yeaYs — ^I  might  sajr  the  last 
twelve  years — ^it  would  have  sunk^nto  insignifi- 
cance and  debility :  and  it  is  only  upon  this  re- 
source, the  increasing  ffreatness  of  this  republic, 
that  the  blunderers  who  plunge  blindfold  into 
schemes  like  this,  can  rely  fpr  any  possibility  of 
salvation  from  the  effect  of  their  own  rash,  undi- 
gested measures.  It  is  true^  that  the  race  is  not  to 
the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong;  and  else- 
where than  in  the  republic  of  Rome,  and  of  other 
times,  than  the  days  of  Catiline,  it  may  be  said, 
'^  Haud  sane  quisque  virlute  magnus  est." 

^'Tis  not  in  mortals  to  comman4  suflCflsst — 

Bat  do  you  m<ire8emprQniu*<— dbn*/  dss^rve  it. 

And  take  my  Word  you  won't  have  any  less; 
Be  wary,  watch  the  time,  and  always  se^e  it : 

Give  gentle  way  when  there's  too  great  a  prefs ; 
And  for  your  conscience  only  learn  to  nerve  it— 

For,  like  a  raoer,  or  a  boxer,  trainiog, 

'Twill  make,  if  proved,  vast  efibrts  without  paining." 

X  had  more  to  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  could  I  have 
said  it,  on  this  subject.  But  I  cannot  sit  down 
without  asking  those  who  were  once  my  brethren 
of  the  church,  the  elders  in  the  young  family  of 
this  good  old  republic  of  the  thirteen  States,  if 
they  can  consent  to  rivet  upon  us  this  system, 
from  which  no  benefit  can  possibly^esult  to  them- 
selves.. 1  put  it  to  them  as  descendants  of  the  re- 
nowned .  colony  of  Virginia-^-as  children  sprang 
from  her  loins — if,  for  the  sake  of  all  the  benefits 
with  which  this  bill  is  pretended  jto  be  freighted 
to  them — granting  such  to  be  the  fact,  for  argu- 
ment's sake — they  could  consent  to  do  such  an  act 
of  violence  to  tne  unanimqus  opinion,  feelings, 

Prejudices,  if  you  will,  of  the  whole  Southern 
itatesj  as  to  pass  it?  I  go  farther.  I  ask  of  them 
what  IS  there  in  the  condition  of  the  nation,  at 
this  time^  that  calls  foi"  the  immedifite  adoption  of 
this  measure?  Are  the  Gauls  at  the  ^ate  of  the 
Capitol?  If  they  are.  the  ci^cklinffs  ol  the  Capi- 
toline  geese  will  hardly  save  it.  What  is  there  to 
induce  us  to  iriunge  into  the  voriel  of  those  evils 
^0  severely  feli  in  Europe  from  this  very  mann- 
facturing  and  paper-policy?  For,  it  is  evident 
that,  if  we  go  into  this  system  of  policy,  we  must 
adopt  th^  European  institutions  also.  We  have 
very  good  materials  to  work  with.  Wd  have 
only  to  make  our  elective  King,  President  for  life, 
in  the  first  place,  and  then  to  make  the  succession 
hereditajy  in  the  family. of  the  first  that  shall 
happen  to  have  a  promising  son.  For  a  King  we 
can  be  at  no  loss*-£7  ^kovU  ligno-^Vki[  block  will 
do  for  him.  The  Senate  may,  perhaps,  be  trans- 
muted into  a  House  of  Peers,  although  we  should 
meet  with  more  difficulty  than  in  the  other  case: 
for,  Bonaparte  himself  was  not  more  hardly  put 
to  It,  to  recruit  the  ranks  of  his  mushroom-nobil- 
ity, thai^  we  should  be  to  furnish  a  House  of  Peers. 
As  for  us^  we  are  the  faithful  Commons,  ready 
made  to  hand  \  but  with  all  our  loyalty,  I  con- 
gratulate the  House— I  congratulate  the  nation— 
that,  although  this  body  is  daily  degraded  by  the 
sight  of  members  of  Congress  manufactured  into 
placemen,  we  have  not  yet  reached  such  a  point 
of  degradation  as  to  submit  to  suffer  Elxeeative 
minions  to  be  manufactured  into  members  of 
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Congress.    We  have  shot  that  door;  I  wish  we 
oould  shut  the  other  also.    I  wish  we  could  have 
a  perpetual  call  of  the  House  in  this  view,  and 
suffer  no  one  tp  go  out  from  its  closed  doors. 
The  time,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  peculiarly  inauspi- 
cious for  the  change  in  our  policy  which  is  pro- 
posed by  this  bill.    We  are  on  the  eve  of  an  elec- 
tion that  promises  to  be  the  most  distracted  that 
this  natioa  has  ever  yet  undergone.    It  may  turn 
out  to  be  a   Polish  election.    At  such  a  time, 
ought  any  measure  to  be  brought  forward  which 
is  supposed  to  Imb  capable  of  being  demonstrated 
to  be  extremely  injurious  to  one  great  portion  pf 
this  country,  and  beneficial  in  proportion  to  an- 
other 7    Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof 
There  are  firebrands  enough  m  the  land,  without 
thia  apple  of  discord  being  cast  into  this  assembly. 
Suppose  this  measure  is  not  what  it  is  represented 
to  be ;  that  the  fears  of  the  South  are  altogether 
illusory  and  visionary ;  that  it  will  product  all  the 
ffood  predicted  of  it — an  honorable'  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  said,  yesterday,  and  I  was  sorry  to 
hear  it,  for  I  have  great  respect  for  that  gentle- 
man, and  for  other  gentlemen  from  that  State, 
that  the  question  was  not  whether  a  bare  ma- 
jority should  pass  the  bill,  but  whether  the  major- 
ity or  minoritv- should  rule.    The  gentleman  is 
wrong,  and  if  he  will  consider  the  matter  rightly, 
he  will  see  it.    Is  there  no  difference  between  the 
patient  and  the  actor?*    We  are  passive:,  we  do 
not  call  upon  them  to  act  or  to  suffer,  but  we  cail 
upon  them  not  so  to  act  as  that  we  must  necessa- 
rily suffer :  and  I  venture  to  say  that,  in  any  gov- 
ernment properly  constituted,  tnts  very  considera- 
tion would  operate  conclusively,  that,  if  this  bur- 
den is  to  be  laid  on  102,  it  ought  not  to  be  laid  by 
105.    We  are  the  eel  that  is  being  flayed,  while 
the  cook-maid  pats  us  on  the  head,  and  cries,  with 
the  cloven  in  King  Lear,  "  down,  wantons,  down  P' 
There  is  but  one  portion  of  the  country 'Which 
can  profit  by  this  bill,  and  from  that  portion  of 
the  country  corned  this  bare  majority  in  favor  of 
it.    I  bless  Qod  that  Massachusetts  and  old  Vir- 
ginia are  once  again  rallying  under  the  same  ban- 
ner, against  oppressive  and  unconstitutional  taxa- 
tion :  for,  if  all  the  blood  be  drawn  from  out  the 
body,  I  care  not  whether  it  be  by  the  British  Par- 
liament or  the  American  Congress — by  an  Empe- 
toT  or  a  King  abroad,  or  by  a'President  at  home. 
Under  these  views,  and  with  feelings  of  morti- 
fication and  shame  at  the  Very  weak  opposition  I 
have  been  able  to  make  to  this  bill,  I  entreat  gen- 
tlemen to  consent  that  it  may  lie  over,  at  least, 
until  the  next  session  of  Congress.    We  have 
other  business  to  attend  to,  and  our  families  and 
aflkirs  need  our  attention  at  home — and  indeed  I, 
air,  would  not  give  one  farthing  for  any  man  who 
prefers  being  here  to  being  at  home — ^who  is  a  good 
public  man  and  a  bad  private  one.    With  th«se 
Tiews  and  feelings,  I  move  you,  sir,  that  the  bill 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Appendix  to  Mr.  R.*s  Speech^  fwnished  by  himself. 

Note  1, 

I  ought  lo  have  excepted  Albert  Gallatin,  ''the 
i^^stle  of  Truth,  and  ^e  favorite  votary  of  Liberty," 


as  he  was  hailed  by  the  companion  of  my  early  man- 
hood. This  gentleman  hiigat  say,  of  the  place  in 
which  he  finds  himself,  what  was  said  of  a  certain 
Doge  of  Ganoa,  L  think,  whom  the'  arrogance  of  Louis 
XIV.  ordered  lo  Paris  to  make  an  apology,  in  his  own 
person,  for  some  ofience  on  the  part  of  that  oaos 
prond  republic,  against  the  dignitj  of  the  Grand 
Monarqoe. 

Had  Montgomeiy,  instead  of  failing  on  the  heights 
.of  Abraham — ^where  Monteaha  and  Wolfe,  ooagenisl 
spirits,,  also 

—  **  forsook. 


t> 


Their  mansions  in  this  fleshly  nook,^ 

surviyed  to  see  the  Revolution  of  1768-'9,  broagkt 
about,  would  it  have  ever  been  objected  to  him  thst, 
by  birth,  he  was  an  Irishman  1  Would  •  his  foreiga 
descent  have  stood  in  the  way  of  his  other  claims  to 
the  Chief  Magistracy  of  the  country  1 

Were  Mr.  Gallatin  a  French'  or  Engliahman,  then 
would  be.  some  color  to  this  objection.  But  lie  is  a 
native  cf  Geneva,  and  no  good  Gcnevese  can  worship 
at  the  shrine  of  a  Bonaparte  or  a  Bourbon*  I  think 
it  must  be  his  citizeniihip  of  Virginia  that  stands  mostly 
in  the  way  of  the  elevation  of  this  extraordinary  man, 
who  sees  himself  postponed  to  persona  in  no'  lespect 
considerable,  except  for  the  modesty  of  their  preten- 
sions, who  have  never,  and  can  never,-  render  a  tithe 
of  his  public  services,  and  whose  names  were  not 
known  out  of  their  own  parish,  so  late  as  the  acquisi- 
tion of  Louisiana,  and  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Jef* 
ferson's  second  term  of  Presidential  service. 

No  foreigner,  be  it  remembered,  can  ever  become 
President,  who  was  not  a  citizen  at  the  time  of  tbe 
adoption  of  the  new  Constitution  of  1787.  The  do6r 
will  soon  be  closed  against  them  forever,  be  their 
merits  and  services  what  they  may. 

■ 

Note  2. 

The  principal  of^  the  debt  proper  of  the  United 
States  was  funded  at  6  per  cent.,  but  the  payment  of 
one  third  was  postponeo  for  ten  years. 

The  interest,  tbe  evidences  of  which  were  called 
'*  indents  of  in.terest,''  was  funded  at  3  per  cent* 

Of  the  assumed  debt,  one-third  was  taken,  on  esti- 
mate, to  be  the  amount  of  interest  due  upon  It,  which, 
at  the  time,  could  not  be  ascertained ;  and,  also,  food* 
ed  at  3  per  cent. 

These  two  sums  constitute  the  3  per  cent  stock  of 
the  United  States. 

Of  the  remaining  two-thirds  of  the  assumed  debt, 
two-thirds,  being  the  estimated  amount  of  'principal, 
equal  to  2s.  Bd.  Virginia  money,  to  a  dollar,  were 
funded  at  6  per  cent.-^;  and  the  remainder  (ooe-thira 
of  two-thirds,  or  It.  Ad.  Virginia  money,  on  the  dollar) 
was  also  landed  at  6  per  cent,  but  the  payment  post- 
poned in  like  manner,  as  on  the  debt  proper  of  the 
United  States. 

This  is  the  origin  of  the  term  deferred  stock,  in  our 
laws  and  fioanchil  statementa. 
One-third  of  the  dollar  -        .^        •>        -       • 
taken  as  interest  and  funded  at  8  per  cent 
Two-thirds  of  the  remaining  4«.  ««  2s.  8<t  at  6 

per  cent     ------- 

One-third  of  two-thirds  or  one-quarter  deferred; 

also  at  6  per  cent       -    -    •        -        -    ^'  • 


^8 


2B 
14 
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Note  3. 
From  this  admission,  I  feel  myself  compelled  to  ex- 
cept the  opinions,  however  long  establishod,  as  to  km 
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impoHey  of  the  expulriob  of  the  Moriseoesfrom  Spain, 
end  of  the  Huguenots  from  France  by  the  revocation 
of  the  edict  of  Naniea*    Never  having  been  ^  addiciuM 
furare  in  verba  magUtriy^  I  have  long  ago  taught 
mjeeif  to  believe,  that  the  alleged  impolicy  of  these 
two  celebrated  measures  (which  i  have  never  heard 
called  in  question  by  any  authority  whatsoever)  is  one 
of  those  *«  vulgar  errors"  that  ought  to  go  to  swell  the 
catelogoe  of  the  ingenious  8ir  Thomas  Brown.    From 
the  institution  of  the  Passover  to  the  latest  experience 
of  man,  it  will  be  found  thtt  two  essentiallv  difiereiit 
and  hoetile  nations  cannot  jpeaceably  ana  advanta- 
geously inhe)iit  the  same  territory,  itnd  live  under  the 
same  form  of  government. '  I  have  been  led  to  ascribe 
the  subsequent  grandeur  and  power  of  France,  mainly 
to  the  removal  of  this  fruitful  source  of  schism  and  of 
weakness.    Had  the  Protestants  remained  in  the  bosom 
of  France,  their  superior  Industry  and  intelligence 
would  speedily  have  raised  them  to  a  level  with  their 
Catholic  enemies  and  fellow-subjects ;  and  the  seeds 
of  incurable  division  and  weakness  would  thus  have 
been  40wn,  never  to  be  eradicated. 

With  some  millions  of  wealthy  and  exasperated 
Mariaeot*  in  her  bosom,  could  Spain  have  mad,e  the 
stand  shr  did  against' ihe  power  of  Bonaparte  1  It  is 
this  which  ren&rs  Ireland  a  dead  weight  upon  Eng- 
land, instead  of^  a  powerful  auxiliary.  Would  Vir- 
ginia have  been  impoverished  in  case  she  had  expelled 
her  black  population,  constituting  the  great  mass  of 
her  productive  labor  at  the  peace  of  1783  \  Suppose, 
instead  of  ceding  her  northwestern  territory  to  Con- 
gress, she  had,  at  the  peace  of  1783,  driven  every  ne- 
gro and  mulatto,  bond  or  free,  across  the  Ohio-1 
Would  she  now,  think  you,  be  less  populous  or  pow- 
erful than  she  is  at  present  1  Would  she  now  be 
driven  to  the  humiliation  of  receiving  the  law,  and, 
perhaps,  a  master,  from  the  Congressional  and  elec- 
toral influence  beyond,  not  only  the  Ohio,  but  the 
Mississippi i^yond  Aurora  and  the  Ganges  ? 

I  speak  of  the  results,  not  of  the  motives,  of  those 
celebrated  measures.  Was  the  Reformation  not  emi- 
nently beneficial  to  England,  because  it  was  owing  to 
the  lewd  passions  and  ungovernable  caprices  of  a  ty- 
rant, even  more  odious  than  Louis  XIV.  or  Philip 
rV.  ?  Were  the  motives  of  his  overgrown  subjects, 
greedy  for  the  spoils  of  the  church,  panting  for  the 
plunder  of  the  rich  abbeys  and  benefices^,  less  infa- 
mous than,  those  of  their  masted  ?  Is  the  Jackallt  who 
humbly  receives  the  ofial  carcase,  when  the  hunger 
of  the  royal  beast  is  appeased  by  its  blood,  distin- 
guished in  any  way  to  his  advantage  from  the  mon- 
arch of  the  forest  ?  • 

Note  4.     * 

Lift  of  exports  of  domestic  growth. 

Cotton, 

Tobacco, 

Rice,    . 

Indian  corn-^exclusively  Southern. 

Flour,  wheat,  dec., 
.  Lumber, 
Naval  stores. 

When  Mr.  RANDt)LPB    bad    concluded    his 
speech — 

Mr.  HoLOOMBE  rose,  and  stated  to  the  Chair 
that  he  wished  to  make  some  obserTatioos  on  the 
flubject 'Under  consideration.  I  have  been,  he  ob- 
aervedy  so  patient    and    persevering  a   listener 


throughout  this  long  discussion,  that  I  feel  myself 
entitled  to  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  a  short 
time.  The  fate  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  no 
lonjfer  doubtful.  Signs  and  indications,  which 
can  neither  be  resisted  nor  mistaken,  hav«  an- 
nounced its  destiny.  It  will  pass,  I  doubt  not,  at 
least  in  this  House,  by  a  small  but  decisive  ma- 
jority. Such  facts,  on  ordinary  occasions,  would 
seem  to  render  all  further  discussion  unnecessary, 
if  not  intrusive.  But,  wben  the  policy  of  a  great 
nation,  in  relation  to  one  of  its  most  important 
interests,  is  about  to  assume  a  new  character,  or, 
at' least,  receive  additional  impulse;  when  the 
manufacturing  interest  of  this  country,  already 
under  the  protection  of  the  Government,  is  de- 
manding yet  more  efl^cient  protection,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  remonstrances  and  hostility  of  a  lar^ 
and  imposinp^  minority,  within  and  without  this 
House,  public  opinion  seems  to  require — public 
opinion,  indeed,  aoes  require — from  the  friends  of 
the  new  policy,  the  fullest  exposition  of  the  views 
and  causes  wnich  hkve  led  to  its  adoption. 

With  such  apologies,  I  come  before  the  House 
at  this  late  period  of  the  debate.  But,  sir,  I 
scarcely  know  how  or  where  to  commence  my 
observations.  The  manufacturing  question  is  ut- 
terly exhausted.  The  field  of  discussion  which  it 
presents  has  been  so  lonjj^  preoQcupied,  so  perse- 
veringly  explored,  that  neither  fruit  nor  flower  re- 
mains to  reward,  the  adventurer.  If  we  refer  to 
history  for  illustration,  nothing  can  be  more  fa- 
miliar than  its  examples.  If  to  political  economy, 
or  the  labors  of  the  statist,  their  tables  and  state- 
ments^ their  axioms  and  principles,  have  been 
urged  upon  us,  from  every  department  of  the  House, 
by  friend  and  foe,  even  to  satiety. 

Mr.  H.  observed,  the  general  principles  of  the 
bill  had  been  so  fully  discussed  by  others,  that  he 
would  proceed  at  once  to  eiamine,  as  rapidly  and 
briefly  as  possible,  the  principal. objections  which 
had  been  urged  against  it.    The  bill,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, is  combatted  on  this  floor  by  three  interests 
essentially  distinct;  the  agricultural  interest  pf 
the  South,  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the  East, 
and  the  general  interest  of  comnaerce  and  naviga- 
tion.   For  the  sake  of  perspicuity^,  the  objections 
arising  out  of  the  supposed  hostility  of  the  bill  to 
each  of  these  interests,  will  be  noticed  separately. 
The  protection  of  the  manufacturine  interest  is 
said  to  b^  hostile  to  the  agriculture  of  the  South. 
If  gentlemen  were  able  to  establish  the  truth  of 
thi^  objection,  the  principles  as  well  as  the  policy 
of  the  bill  would  remain,  at  least  to  me,  entirely 
indefensible.    For  I  have  neither  the  right  nor 
the  disposition  to  advocate  any  measure  calcu- 
lated to  build  up  the  interest  of  one  section  of  the 
Union  at  the  expense  of  another.    I  have  no  per- 
sonal interest  which  this  bill  can  possibly  promote. 
I  support  it,  as  a  measure  purely  national  in  its 
character,  intended  to  advance  the  prosperity,  not 
of  sections  only,  but  of  the  Union ;  tp  equalize  all 
our  great  interests ;  to  promote,  by  its  direct  and 
necessary  operation,  t)ie  manufacturing  interest; 
to  promote,  by  the  creation,  or  rather  the  exten- 
sion, of  the  home  market,  the  agricultural  interest ; 
and.  finally,  to  promote  the  commercial  interest, 
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by  enabling  the  American  merchant,  by  the  abun- 
dance and  cheapness  of  the  fabrics  of  the  manu- 
facturer, to  adventure  successfull^r  in  the  great 
markets  of  the  world ;  particularly  in  the  opening 
and  fi^rowing  markets  of  South  America. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  South  must  pardon  me 
for  belie^ng,  as  I  certainly  do  believe,  that  they 
mistake  altogether  the  ultimate  operation  of  this 
bill,  as  far  as  their  agriculture  is  concerned.  It  is 
true,  we  can  only  speculate  upon  this  point.  But 
it  has  always  appeared  to  me  that,  if  there  be  one 
section  of  the  Union  more  deeply  interested  than 
another  in  the  friendly  operation  of  our  mannfac- 
turinff  policy  upon  its  agriculture,  it  must  be  the 
South,  inasmuch  as  the  creation  of  a  steady  hoqae 
market  fbr  its  rich  agricultural  staples  must  be  to 
the  South  an  object  of  vital  and  lasting  consider- 
ation. The  European  market  is  at  best  preca- 
rious. A  state  of  war  impairs,  and  may  extin- 
f^uish  it.  Competition,  also,  seriously  threatens 
It.  The  Southern  planter,  indeed,  has  already 
found  in  it  growing  and  formidable  rivals.  Cot- 
ton, the  great  staple  of  the  South,  is  at  this  mo- 
ment extensively  cultivated  for  exportation  ii^  three 
quarters  of  the  globe,  in  India,  Brazil,  and,  lately 
it  would  seem,  in  Egypt.  And  the  time  cannot 
be  considered  distant. when  it  must  form  no  incon- 
siderable staple  of  the  whole  series  of  South  Ame- 


Sou^hern  planter  to  find  refuj^e  and  protection, 
excepr,  indeed,  in  the  home  market,  which  it  is 
one  of  the  first  objects  of  this  bill  to  assist  in  es- 
tablishing? And  a  refuge  and  protection  it  as- 
suredly will  prove,  ample  and  unchangeable,  (the 
derision  and  mfidelity  of  gentlemen  to  the  contra- 
ry notwithstanding,)  if  we  will  consent  to  extend 
to  it,  from  time  to  time,  that  legislative  aid  which 
its  necessities  may  require,  and  which  its  great 
national  importance  will  always  justify.  The 
American  market,  at  present,  consumes  probably 
one-fourth,  at  least  one-fifth,  of  all  the  cotton 
grown  in  the  SoutU ;  stimulated  to  excess  as  that 
culture  has  been  by  the  extraordinary  demands 
upon  it,  growing  out  of  the  peace  of  Europe.  Ex- 
tend, therefore,  extend  to  the  cotton  'manufacture 
of  this  country  efficient  protection,  aod  I  mistake, 
utterly  and  hopelessly  mistake,  the  genius  and 
enterprise  engaged  in  it,  if,  before  the  revolution 
of  another  national  period — the  period  of  ten 
years — it  be  not  able  to  absorb  all  the  surplus  cot- 
ton of  the  South, — for  a  part  of  Southern  cotton, 
from  its  quality,  will  always  find  a  market  in  Eu- 
rope ;  provided,  no  more  additional  lands  be  ap- 
propriated to  its  culture ;  and  the  quantity  is  said 
already  to  trespass  greatly  upon  correct  agricul- 
tural proportions. 

But,  the  ffenUemen  of  the  South  deny  that  the 
cotton  marlcet  of  Europe  is  in  danger.  They 
contend  that  they  will  always  be  able  to  under^ 
sell  the  fpr^iffn  agriculturist  in  it.  But,  is  not  this 
confidence,  Mr.  Speaker,  both  dangerous  and  de- 
lusive? Can  the  labor  of  tjhe  slave  be  made  as 
profitable  as  the  labor  of  the  freeman  ?  And,  if 
the  labor  of  the  slave  be  not  as  profitable  as  the 


labor  of  the  freeman-nand  that  it  is  not  is  almost 
universally  conceded — how  will  the  Southern 
planter  be  enabled  to  compete  successfully,  in 
years  to  come,  with  the  millions  of  free  agricol- 
turisis  rising  up  and  scattered  over  the  inmenae 
and  fertile  regions  of  the  Southern  contioeDt?  He 
will  be  crushed  by  the  competition ;  be  rouse  be 
driven  from  the  market  There  is,  indeed,  one 
method  whereby  (he  labor  of  the  slave  may  be 
made  more  profitable  than  the  labor  of  the  free- 
man. The  fact  has  been  established ;  but,  hap- 
pily, not  by  0\e  experience  of  this  country,  for  the 
process  is  a  dreadful  one.  It  is  by  furnishing  the 
wretched  slave  with  the  smallest  portion  of  rai- 
ment sufficient  to  protect  him  from  the  inclemency 
of  the  elements,,  and  graduating  his  coarse  food 
to  the  i;ninimum  barely  necessary  to  sustain,  for 
the  purposes  of  his  labor,  his  miserable  existence, 
stimulated  into  all  its  capabilities  by  the  unceas- 
ing lash  of  the  task  mastec-  A  state  of  society,  of 
servitude,  and  suffering,  not  more  incompatible 
with  the  public  opinion  of  the  age  than  unequivo- 
cally abhorrent  to  the. sensibilities  of  the  Sooth. 

But  gentlemen  contend  that  England  will  re- 
fuse to  purchase  our  cottons,  if  we  refuse  to  pur- 
chase her  fabrics.  Mr.  H.  observed  that  this  was 
no  novel  argtiment,  but  one  which  had  been  re- 
peatedly urged  in  Congress,  and  also  in  the  reviews 
and  essays  of  the  day.  He  denounced  it;  and 
particularly  the  principle  upon  which  it  is  found- 
ed, as  offensive  and  fallacious.  And  what,  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  this  principle?  It  is,  that  we,  the 
'  guardians  and  protectors  of  the  rights  and  inter- 
ests of  the  good  people  of  these  States,  should 
look  calmly  on,  whilst  our  infant  manufactures 
perish  before  us;  or,  that  we  ^hould  see  them 
struggling  into  existence,  ui^noticed,  unaided,  and 
unprotected.  That  we  should  consent  to  post- 
pone indefinitely  one  of  our  greatest  interests,  abd 
subscribe,  officially,  to  articlii  of  virtual  and  last- 
ing dependence  upon  foreiffn  nations !  For  what  ? 
To  protect  the  cotton  culture  of  the  South  from 
imaginary  extinction  !  Or  rather,  which  is  really 
the  fact,  to  ffive  to  the  English  manufacturer  the 
monopoly  of  the  American  market  forever. 

But  the  proposition  which' i^  assumed,  that  Eng- 
land will  refuse  to  purchase  our  cottons  if  we 
refuse  to  purchase  her  fj^brics,  is  wholly  sratuitoo*. 
Long  before  this  Government  first  maniiesled  anjr 
Serious  disposition  to  foster  the  manufacturing  in- 
terest, cotton  had  been  extensively  imported  into 
England  from  India  and  Brazil,  and  its  culture 
in  those  places  sedulouslv  encouraged.  The  Eng- 
lish manufacturer  purcnases  from  the  cheapest 
market,  (can  we  suppose  he  can  or  will  pursue  for 
any  length  of  time  any  other  cpurse?)  entirely 
regardless  of  the  country  that  grows  it.  It  is  true, 
the  prices  being  alike,  and  the  quality  the  same, 
he  will  purchase  the  cottons  of  every  oth%r  country 
in  preference  to  ours.  And  the  cause  is  obvious. 
He  has  foreseen,  from  our  uncommon  skill  as 
manufactarers,  'and  the  extraordinarv  progress 
which  we  have  already  n^ade  in  every  department 
of  useful  industry,  that  the  time  is  not  distaot 
when  the  monopoly  which  he  enjoys  upon  these 
shores  will  not  only  be  extinguisned,  but  rivaU 
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will  ber«  grow  up  to  compete,  with  him,  in  all 
the  great  markets  of  the  world.  And  hence  his 
dis^ition  to  promote,  in  preference  to  ours,  the 
agriculture  of  erery  nation,  where  new  markets 
can  be  created.  And.  this  is  the  course  which  he 
will  parsue-*-this  indeed  is  the  course  which  he 
must  pursoe — ^in  despite  of  every  effort  of  concilia- 
tion— of  every  act  of  favoritism  which  we  may 
be  dispoeed  to  extend  towards  him.  As  long  as 
we  continue  to  undersell  the  foreign  agriculturist 
in  the  European  market  we  shall  be  preferred — 
but  certainly  no  longer.  Kverv  other  .considera- 
tion is  idle — n  but  dost  in  tne  balance  when 
weighed  against  this,  obvious,  this  irredstible 
fact. 

Bot  thi^  bill,  Mr,  Speaker,  is  further  said  to  be 
hostile  to  the  general  agriculttiral  interest  of  this 
country.  I  must  pass  over-  very  rapidly  an  ob- 
jection so  decisively  estravafant.  For  where  in 
the  history  of  the  world  has  the  encouragement  of 
maDufactitres  ever  proved  hostile  to  the  iifterests 
of  aericulture  ?  Look  to  the  present  age— go  to 
the  Lothians  of  Scotland ;  the  rich  agricultiural 
districts  of  Eosland ;  the  kingdom  of  the  Nether- 
lands ^  the  basKs  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Elbe;  the 
Rhone  and  the  Seine ;  go  indeed  to  every  manu- 
facturiog  hamlet,  circle  or  city  in  Emrope,  and 
witness  everywhere  the  refutation  of  this  extrava- 
gant objection.  Ask  history — summon  from  the 
dead  the  Saracens  of  Spain,  the  Lombards  of  the 
twelfth  century — the  Genoese ;  the  Venetian^— ask 
the  illustrious  house  of  Medicis  whether  the  fos- 
tering care  which  they  awarded  to  manufactures 
proved  hostile  to  the  agriculture  of  the  beautiful 
region  over  which  th^y  presided  ?  Even  our  own 
short  experience  afioply  refutes  the  obiection*  ■ 

Wherever  manufacturing  eatablishmenta  have 
been  successfully  located  amongst  us,  the  country 
has,  in  ail  instances,  flourished  around  them— ex- 
hibiting the  strongest  evidence  of  their  friendly 
influence  upon  the  interests  of  the  farmer.  And 
were  we  disposed  to  receive,  wi(h  due  co.artesy, 
the  representations. of  our  constituents,  our  tables 
at  this  moment  would  be  covered  with  memoriais 
from  our  agricultural  oonsiitfients--at  least  from 
those  of  th^  middle  States  and  the  East  and  the 
West,  praying  for  the  protection  of  the  manufac- 
turer—experience havinff  dissipated  their  early 
hostilities,  and  convinced  them^  by  the  most  irre- 
sistible testimony^  that  in  the  protection  of  the 
manofaetuner  is  embraced  their  own  surest  and 
best  protection. 

But  the  bill,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  said  to  be  hostile 
to  the  interests  of  commerce.  This,  if  susCiined, 
would  prove  an  argument  entirely  onunswerable. 
Inasmuch  as  it  would  pot  only  render  i  resort  to 
excises  or  jdirecl  taxation  necessary  to  meet  the 
ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Qovernment,  but  in- 
volves seriously  aitd  lastingly  the  interesu  of  the 
Navy.  Mr.  H.  controverted  this  argument  at 
some  length.  .  He  maintained  that  it^as  opposed 
by  the  testimony  of  innamera^ble  facts,  and  the 
universal  experienee  of  the  commercial  world-^ 
that  commerce  is  directly  promoted  by  whatever 
tends  to  promote  national  wealth  and  industry. 
That  the  btU^  in  its  present  shape,  was  as  judicious 


a  revision  of  the  tariff  as  could  be  devised  ;  and. 
consequently,  ihat  the  interests  of  commerce  and 
the  reveiiue,  instead  of  being  impaired,  would  be 
promptly  and  decisively  promoted  by  it.  That 
domestic  manufactures  create  a  multitude  of  new 
wants,  and  furnish  the  means  of  gratifying  them ; 
and  hence,  consumption  is  increased  ^  and  henccL 
the  loss  which  the  revenue  sustains  by  the  lessenea 
importation  of  articles  manufactured  at  home,  is 
DAore  than  repaired  hy  the  increased  consumption 
of  others;  and  that,  if  to  these  considerations  be 
added  the  steady  and  extraordinary  advance  of 
our  population,  and  the  necessary  increase  of  lux- 
ury, jthe  interests  of  the  revenue  may  be  fairly  re- 
garded, as  secure  from  all  future  contingency  and 
dang(^.  As  a  striking  illustration  of  the  above 
positions,  Mr.  H.  referred  to  the  example  of  Eng- 
land, whose  revenue  has  constantly  increased, 
exactly  in  proportion  as  the  re9trictive  system,  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  manufacturing  interest, 
has  been  enforced.  Mr.  H.  contended  further, 
that  a  mere  rigid  tariff  than  the  present — a  tariff 
•for  the  ample  and  exclusive  protection  of  the 
great  objects  of  our-  industry,  woitld,  whatever 
might  be  its  immediate  operation,  ultimately  ad- 
vance (and  at  no  distant  pjeriod  too)  the  interest 
of  commerce.  Such  a  tariff,  it  is  acknowledged, 
would  extinguish  some  of  the  fountains  of  com- 
merce—but open  a  four-fold  number  ia  their  stead. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  how 
far  the  feeble  encouragement  which  we  have  thus 
far  awarded  to  our  manufactures,  has  advanced 
the  interesis  of  the  Treasury.  But  if  numerous 
facts  be  not  entirely  fallacious,  we  hare  already 
reaped  a  golden  harvest  from  the  limited  sacrifices 
which  we  have  heretofore  so  reluctantly  made. 
How  is  the  present  remarkably  flourishing  state 
of  the  Treasury  to  be  accounted  for.  unless  we 
refer  it,  partly  at  least,  to  the  friendly  operation 
of  our  manufacturing  establishments  noon  our 
foreign  commerce  ?  The  great  markets  of^Europe 
are  closed  upon  our  agcicultarlU  productions.  And 
we  have  lost,  consequent  to  a  state  of  general 
peaee,  the  carrying  tnuie  of  half  the  world.  Be- 
sides, sir,  from  the  cultivation  of  sugar  within 
our  own  territories,  and  the  lessened  ioiportation 
of  West  India  spirits,  the  revenue,  as  formerly 
constituted,  has  been  lessened  millions.  But,  not- 
withstanding these  fearful  fallings-off  (and  fearful 
they  would  nave  been,  and  wide-spread  and  deso- 
lating in  their  influence  upon  ordinary  nations) 
we  are  steadily  advancing  in  the  career  of  com- 
niercial  prosperity.  Successive-  Treasury  reports 
mock  the  predictions  both  of  friend  and  foe.  The 
canvass  ol  our  marine — I  use,  or  wish  xo  use  no 
figure — still  swells  upon  th&remotestaeas,  and  our 
flaff  yet  streams  upon  every  shore. 

And  where,  I  demand^  are  the  realities  of  those 
gloomy  forebodings — of^  those  appalling  pictures 
of  national  bankruptcv — of  taxes,  loans,  and  ex- 
cises, conjured  up,  and  so  gloomily  portrayed,  to 
alarm  the  fearful  and  despairing  piDliticians  of 
1816  and  1820 1  Faded  away  forever,  and  'lost 
in  the  light  of  that  general  prosperity,  of  that  en- 
ergy and  enterprise,  of  that  industry  and  univenal 
improvement,  which  is  shedding  a  distinguishing 
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lustre  around  the  present  moment,  and  illumina- 
ting, with  the  intensest  brillkmey^,  the  path  of  our 
future  destinies. 

I  would  not  mock,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  House  with 
idle  tales,  with  visionary  pictures  (  but  I  mast  be 
permitted  to  repeat,  and  to  reiterate,  again  and 
again,  in  despite  of  the  sombre  picture  of  the 
Speaker,  and  of  the  innumerable  examples  of 
deep  distress,  embarrassment,  and  ruin,  which 
have  been  and  may  be  referred  to,  during  the  dis- 
cussion, that  the  real,  the  vital,  the  lasting  pros- 
perity of  this  country,  is  not  only  not  impaired, 
out  steadily  advancing.  And  here  I  am  gratified 
to  find  myself  upon  ground,  which  has  been  so 
ably  preK>ccupied  by  the  distinguished  member 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster.)  And  fur- 
ther, sir,  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  stale 
of  the  world,  growing  out  of  the  peace  of  Europe, 
and  OUT  own  peculiar  embarrassments,  resulting 
in  a  great  measure  from  the  disastrous  and  tem- 
porizing policy  which  we  have  heretofore  pursued, 
our  situation,  I  apprehend,  will  be  found  to  be 
one,  not  of  ruin  or  despondency,  but  rather  of 
wonder  and  congratulation.  Our  prosperity  has 
heretofore  resembled  a  streatn,  swelled  by  trans- 
ient and  extraordinary  causes,  into  a  torrent. 
The  torrent  has  subsided,  and  the  traces  of  its 
desolation,  it  is  certain,  are  every  where  visible. 
But  the  stream,  sir,  the  stream  remains ;  sunk, 
indeed,  into  its  accustomed  channels,  but  still  full 
and  flowing,  diffusing  every  where,  life,  fertility, 
and  blessings,  throughout  our  vast  domain.  But, 
wherefore  this  concession  ?  What,  sir !  Because 
this  great  nation— ay,  great  nation — in  the  vigor 
of  youth,  and  the  freshness  of  her  glorious  insti- 
tutions, has  been  sustained  without  fainting  or 
falling,  under  the  tremendous  pressure  of  the  times, 
shall  we,  her  rightful  guardians  and  protectors, 
refuse  to  lighten  officially  her  immense  burdens, 
or  lessen,  by  every  possible  means  of  legislation, 
the  duration  of  that  long  n^inority  among  nations 
to  which  she  must  otherwise  necessarily  be  sub- 
jected ? 

I  have  spoken  incidentally  of  the  disastrous 
policy  which  we  have  pursued.  One  moment, 
sir,  in  explanation  of  this  policy,  of  its  origin, 
progress,  and  results.  A  state  of  universal  war- 
fare in  Europe,  by  putting  into  requisition  our  en- 
tire commercial  and  agricultural  energies,  flooded 
us  with  health.  Success,  by  intoxicating,  Iblled 
us  into  a  delusion  in  relation  to  our  real  and  per- 
manent interests,  unhappily  as  profound  as  it 
became  universal  and  alarming.  And  when  th^ 
shock  of  reaction,  consequent  to  the  sudden  and 
universal  peace  which  succeeded,  awakened  us 
from  our  golden  dreams,  we  were  absolutely  as- 
tounded to  discover  that  bread  could  grow  in 
other  soils,  and  enterprise  flourish  under  other 
flags.  Our  great  markets  closed  suddenly  upon 
U9,  and  the  convulsion  which  succeeded  forms  a 
memorable  epoch  in  our  history,  and  would  have 
proved  inexpressibly  jeopardous  to  the  safety  of 
the  body  politic,  had  not  the  redeemiirg  spirit  of 
otir  institutions  interposed  to  save  it  from  dissolu- 
tion. And  even  at  this  moment,  it  is  not  difficult 
to  perceive,  that  a  silent  but  powerful  cause  of 


indisposition,  if  not  hostility,  to  the  manufactur- 
inff  interest,  arises  from  an  undefined  wish,  from 
a  lingering  hope,  that  the  circumstances  of  the 
world  would  a^ain  open  to  us  the  carryin?  trade, 
and  the  profitable  markets  of  Europe.  Thus,  b^ 
traying  a  disposition  to  stake,  as  desperately  as 
ungenerously,  our  great  and  lasting  interests  upon 
the  contingency  oi  foreign  war,  and  the  conse- 
quent miseries  of  the  human  race ! 

But  this  bill,  sir,  has  excited  the  hostility  of  the 
manufacturing  interest  itself,  particularly  of  the 
flourishing  manufacturing  interest  in  the  East 
A  single  remark,  in  reply  to  this  objection.  This 
hostility,  ungenerous  and  unbecoming  as  it  may 
seem,  is  perfectly  natural.  The  manafactorer 
has  perceived,  (and  certainly  the  perception  re- 
quired no  preternatural  illumination,)  that  the  ol- 
timate  operation  of  this  bill,  by  bringing  additional 
Bkill,  capital,  and  competition  into  the  business, 
will  tend  to  lessen,  rather  than  multiply,  his 
profits.  And  hence  his*  hostility.  A  fact  worth 
a  thousand  speculations,  urged,  as  thev  may  be, 
with  all  the  zeal  and  perseverance  of  the  geatle 
men  of  the  South.  Do  not  gentlemen  perceire 
the  dileofma  to  which  this  arg^ument  reduces 
them  ?  *  The  South  combats  the  bill,  because  it 
will  advance  the  price  of  goods^  and  thbs  operate 
as  a  permanent  and  oppressive  tax  upon  its  agri- 
culture. The  manufacturing  inter^t  of  the  East, 
on  the  contrary,  combats  it,  because  it  will  destroy 
monopoly,  ana  reduce  the  price  of  the  manufac- 
tured article  below  its  present  value,  to  the  mini- 
mum of  a  living  profit. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  correct  policy,  to  stimu- 
late, at  this  moment,  by  additional  protection,  the 
manufacturing  interest  of  this  country?  This  is 
the  more  immediate  question  before  this  House  1 
My  views,  in  relation  to  it,  are  soon  expressed 
and  easily  understood.  To  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  and  woollen  goods,  of  iron  and  glass,  flax, 
and  hemp,  and  lead,  and  all  other  inanufactures, 
the  material  of  which  t^e  eithei*  possess,  or  can 
create  in  abundance,  and  which  are  indispenasWc 
for  ouc  security  and  independence  in  peace  and 
war,  I  vrould  grant  ample,  and,  as  rapidly  as  cir- 
cumstances would  permit,  exclusive  protection. 
Between  these,  and  the  innumerable  other  articles 
which  constitute  a  ijreal  mass  of  our  foreign  wm- 
merce,  I  Would  draw  a  line  of  perpetual  distinc- 
tion. The  first,  as  I  have  observed,!  would  pro- 
tect amply  and  immediately.  For  the  last,  l 
would  remain  dependent  upon  foreign  n^wons,?' 
reserve  as  subjects  for  future  legislation.  This, 
briefly  expressed,  is  the  mannfcct''"°6 
lich  I  am  disposed  to  advocate,  and  oi 


sir,  very 
policy  which 


which  this  bill^  as  oriffinaUy  n^wied  ftjr  tkeCm- 
mitteej  wa»  a  fair  exposition ;  a  policy  equally  rf 
moved  from  the  pystem  of  bounties  and  monopo- 
lies on  the  one  part,  as  from  the  Tis*onary  m 
degrading  system  of  foreign  dependence  ^od  ua- 
restricted  commerce  on  the  other.  **A  po»cj[. 
'  which 
<gold 

'  silks  w.  --  .«™w«^    -^- 

«  or  thriaci  of"Cambray;  not  the  dinquaiUene 
«  or  the  bijouterie  of  Paru  or  Birmingham,  bat  sow 


.--' 


2389 


BISTORT  OF  CONGBBSS. 


2S80 


ArsiL,  1824. 


The  TanffBOl 


H.  OF  R. 


^  as  we  feel  the  want  of  in  time  of  war,  and  such 
'  as  may  fairly  be  regarded  as  of  prime  necessity, 
^  or  immediately  connected  with  agricultural 
'  wants  and  pur^ils." — Profiswr  Cooper. 

And  this  policy,  whatever  may  be  said  or  im- 
agined to  the  contrary,  is  the  growing,  and  is, 
indeed,  already  the  fayorite  polie^r  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.     It  is  an  ajppeal  to  their  interests,  their 
patriotism,  and, experience,  which,  from  its  very 
nature,  must  be  irresistible.    And  gentlemen  may 
denounce  the  bill  in  the  bitterest  possible  mann^ ; 
they  may  originate  for  it,  and  amz  to  it  th^  most 
opprobrious  enithets;  and  they  surely  have  be- 
trayed no  lack  of  capacity  in  this  respect ;  they 
may  hold  it  up  to  public  reproach,  to  public  el- 
ecration,  as  high  and  as  perspicuously  as  they  are 
able — stigmatizing  it  as  a  tax,  levied  most  un- 
righteously upon  the  agricultural  community ;  as 
"  an  odious  monopoly,"  calculated  to  beaent  the 
few  at  the  expense  of  the  many ;  as  a  "  voracious 
idol,"  which  is  to  swallow  up  ail  the  other  inter- 
ests of  the  country;  as  "a  vast  experiment," -got 
up  for  the. amusement  of  speculative  politicians; 
or,  finally,  as  ^  a  hateful  and  accursed  measure," 
which  is  to  bring  down  upon  the  Repuolic  disso- 
lution, penury,  and  pauperism.    But,,  sir,  in  de- 
spite of  this  host  of  .imaginary  evils-— of  this  storm 
of  epithets,  which  gentlemen  have  literally  show- 
ered UDon  'the  bill,^ — its  {>olicy,  the  American  pol- 
icy ot  the  Speaser — will  prevail-^will  remain 
fixed  and  irreversible-— its  foundation  being  deeply 
sunk  in  public  opinion — in  the  confidence,  favor, 
and  afiections  ot  the  people. 

Permit  me  now  to  niaxe  a  few  general  observa- 
tioDS  upon  the  bill.    If  there  be  a  principle  in  po- 
litical economy,  or  any  other  science,  entitled  to 
unquestionable  assent,  it  is,  that-  commercial  re- 
strictions, or  a  tariff  of  duties,  calculated  to  pro- 
tect the  manufacta/ing  or  homfe  industry,  is  indis- 
peasably  necessary,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
world,. to  develope  the  resources^ and  establish  the 
wealth  of  nations.    It  is  a  principle  sustained  by 
the  universal  testimony  of  the  present 'and  the 
past.    Its  trath  is  written  in  letters  emphatically 
of  gold,  in  the  history  of  every  country  that  has 
adopted  it,. and  marked,  on  the  contrary,  in  char- 
acters of  ruin,  and  bankruptcy,  and  utter  extinc- 
tion, in  the  examples  of  such  as  have  rejected  or 
abandoned  it.    It  ia  the  great  wand,  indeed,  of 
the  magician,  which,  when  stretched  over  nations, 
sheds  upon   the  most  unpropitious  regions  the 
bounties  and  blessings  of  Providence ;  but  which, 
reversed,  withers  -away  from  the  fairest  portions 
of  the  globe  the  munificence  of  nature.     Lan- 
guage, Mr.  Speaker,  as  unequivocal  as  this,  will 
probably  be  denounced  as  declamation  ;  but  it  is 


eiven  to  Venice  and  Genoa,  to  Holland  and  Eng- 
land, a  rank  and  influence  among  nations  entirely 
denied  them  by  the  dispositions  of  Providence. 
Since  the  agitation  of  this  subject,  I  have  exam^ 
ined,  or  rather  glanced  over,  the  history  of  every 
distinguished  modern  nation  in  its  relation  to  man- 
ufactures. And  it  is  a  striking  and  gratifying  fact 
to  observe  in  every  instance  civilization  and  science, 
intelli^nce,  and  freedomi  dominion  and  wealth, 
following  in  their  footsteps.  From  the  moderix 
Qreeki,  (in  the  twelfth  century  the  most  polished 
people  in  Europe,)  they  passed  to  the  Venetians 
and  Lombards.  From  the  Lombards  to  the  Han- 
seatic  towns  of  Germany  and  Holland ;  from 
Holland  to  France  and  England.  An  imposing 
and  magnificent  march — destined  to  receive  its 
final  consutifmation,  (who  will  presume  to' doubt?) 
in  the  land  of  Fulton  and  Franklin;  ' 

But  the  early  manufaoturing  cities  and  nations 
of  Europe,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bar- 
bour) who  opened  this  discussion  says,  have  dis- 
appeared— have  perished  from  the  earth.  And 
the  eloquent  gentleman  seems  to  deduce  from  this 
fact  a  j^eneral  argument  against  the  manufac- 
turing interest,  as  tending. more  than  any  other 
interest,  from  the  contingent  and  perishable  na- 
ture of  its  capital,  to  hasten  prematurely,  the  decay 
of  nations.  But  alas !  sir,  upon  what  communi- 
ties, however  constituted,  does  the  breath  of  time 
alone  pass  over,  not  to  blight  or  destroy  ?  The 
Eternal  City  hself  is  sinking  beneath  the  influ- 
ences of  an  agent  the  most  fearful  and  mysterious 
in  its  march  of  desolation  of  any  of  the  hitherto 
visitations  of  the  Almighty.  The  cities  and  re- 
publics referred  to  were  the  creation^  of  accident^- 
of  fortuitous  circumstances,  from  the  beginning. 
And  they  -have  dedined  and  perished  by  being 
absorbed  by  the  nations  around  them  possessitig 
from  nature  most  extensive  manufacturing  ad- 
vantages, and  availing  themselves  of  them. 

it  is  with  nations,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  with  indi- 
viduals ;  and  the  economy  of  nations,  it  has  been 
said  durins  the  debate,  should  be  represented  in 
miniature  by  the  economy  of  well  resulated  fam- 
ilies. I  subscribe  with  pleasure  to  toe  doctrine. 
And  the  whole  policy  of  the  bilt  before  us  may  be 
beautifully  illustrated  by  the  family  of  an  Ameri- 
can farmer.  The  farmer,  in -all  the  essentials  of 
life,  of  food,  and  clothing,  is  perfectly  indepen- 
dent Accidental  circumstances — a  state  of  war, 
for  example— brings  to  him,  as  it  brings  to  every 
one,  embarrassments  and  privations ;  but  it  does 
not;  it  cannot,  abridge  materially  the  necessaries, 
or  even  the  conveniences  and  comforts  of  his 
household.'  He  is  independent.  But,  independent 
as  he  is,  he  is  willing  to  continue  dependent  upon 


notwithstanding  the  sober  evidence  of  experience,    other  countries  for  the  finer  articles  of  clothing,  and 


in  every  period  of  the  civilized  world.  Consiilt 
both  ancient  and  modern  history,  and  you  will 
find  the  restrictive  system,  either  in  its  natural  or 
artificial  existences,  virtually  the  basis  upon 
which  every  nation  has  erected  the  superstructure 
of  its  distinction  and  wealth.  It  was  this  prin- 
ciple which,  upwards  of  thirty  centuries  ago,  col- 
lected upon  the  rock  of  Tyre  the  riches  of  the 
ancient  woild,  and  which  in  modern  Europe  has 


the  luxuries  of  his  table.  And  such  is  the  nature 
of  the  independence  which'  this  bill  contemplates 
to  give  to  this  country^  I  have  not  time  to  ex- 
tend the  illustration  further.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  in- 
deed with  nations  as  with  individuals.  And,  if 
there  be  in  national  economy  a  spectacle  inore 
gratifying  than  the  independence  of  an  American 
farmer,  it  will  only  be  found  in  that  more  extended 
and  magnificent  spectacle— the  independ^ice  of 
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this  great  Republic— «with  all  its  iaterests,  affri- 
cQltural,  commercial,  and  manufacturing,  aided, 
sustained,  advanced,  and  carried  to  perfection. 

But,  what  kind  of  tariff  would  gentieraen  be 
williog  to  tolerate  ?  What,  I  repeat,  is  the  nature 
of  the  commercial  system  which  they  are  disposed 
to  establish  as  the  permanent  policy  of  this  coun- 
try ?  It  is  somethinff  which  1  can  soarceir  com- 
prehend, and  certainly  npt  define.  Something,  I 
^  presume,  graduated  to  the  minimum  of  an  ordi- 
'  nary  revenue  law,  and  based  upon  the  principle  of 
Adam  Smith,  that  national  prosperity  is  best  pro- 
moted by. an  entire  dissolution  of  commercial  re- 
strictions— by  a  free  and  liberal  intercourse  among 
nations.  Come,  then,  let  us  test  for  a  moment 
this  specious,  captivating  theory.  Let  us^pursue 
this  free,  this  liberal  system,  to  its  legitimate,  its  ul- 
timate consequences.  Repeal  your  revenue  laws ; 
raze  your  custoni-houses  to  their  foundations;  ^ive 
your  commercial  restrictions,  of  every  description, 
to  the  winds  ^  and,  after  you  have  achieved  these 
triumphs  over  the  institutions — the  delusions,  if 
you  please,  of  ages — go  reap  the  golden,  glorious 
narvest  which  awaits  you.  Alas !  you  have  9own 
in  the  winds  and  must  reap  the  desolation  of  the 
whirlwind.  The  Kalmuc  of  the  Orimea  will  sup- 
ply yon  with  bread  ;  the  Copt  of  Egypt,  and  the 
Indian  of  Bengal  with  cotton ;  England,  as  for- 
merly, with  your  household  fornilure,  and  France 
with  the  articles  of  your  wardrobe.  Your  great ' 
interests  paralyzed;  your  agriculture  languish- 
ing; conkmerce  declining;  manufactures  perish- 
ing ;  your —  But,  sir,  I  cannot,  will  not  finish  the 
picture.  It  is  too  utterljr  repulsive  and  ektrava- 
(;ant.  But,  repulsive  as  it  is,  and  extravagant  as 
It  may  seem  to  be,  it  is  a  picture  faithfully  oorrect, 
and  exhibits,  in  strong  relief,  the  desolation  and 
extremity  to  which  th^  favorite  system  of  ffentle^ 
men  opposed  to  this  tariff— the  system  of  unre- 
stricted commerce,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
world,  if  adopted  and  persevered  in,  would  neces- 
sarily and  rapidly  reduce  us. 

>  But  ffentlemen  contend  that  manufactures  will 
naturally  arise  whenever  population  acquifes.  a 
certain  degree  of  density ;  that  capital  will  seek 
its  most  profitable  investments;  will  flow  into 
its  most  profitable  channels ;  and,  consequently, 
that  the  interference  of  Grovernment  to  give  it  im- 
pulse or  direction,  is  to  be  deprecated  as  intrusive, 
unnecessary,  and  unjust.  I  do  not  say',  Mr.  Speak- 
er, that  such  opinions  are  either  ^  jargon  or  non- 
sense j"  these  would  be  UDsracious  terms,  notwith- 
standing their  recent  application,  from  a  distin- 
.  guished  quarter  of  the  llouse,  to  a  proposition 
apparenily  obvious  and  irresistible.  But  I  do  eon- 
tend,  that  the  doctrine  which  maintains  that  man- 
ufactures will  arise  of  themselves,  in  the  present 
age  of  stern  and  universal  competition,  without 
the  aid  and  protection  of  Government,  if  not 
^'jargon  or  nonsense,"  is  mockerjr-^the  bitterest 
mockery.  They  can nat  arise.  It  is  true,  that  the 
ordinary  domestic  manufactures  may  arise  and 
flourish,  as  they  have  arisen  and  flourished,  in  a 
renaarkable  manner  among  us.  But  the  greater 
manufactures,  national  manufactures — the  man- 
ufactures devoted  to  the  great  articles  oif  com- 


meree*-eanaot  be  established  or  sustained  wit!)- 
ont  the  fostering  and  unceasing  aid  of  eommereial 
restrictions.  They  will  otherwise  fail,  aod  siat 
and  perish,  and  be  withered  away  from  the  face  of 
the  earthf  oefore  the  skill,  the  competition,  and  eo- 
terprise^^  older  and  more  protected  nations. 

But  England,  gentlemen  say,  b  tn*ed  of  the 
restrictive  system,  and  willing  and  anxioos  to 
abandon  it.    This  fact,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  establish- 
ed, Would  prove  a  strong  argument  against  tis. 
inasmuch  as  We  depend  much  upon  the  exampk 
of  England  for  the  illustration  and  defence  of  oar 
doctrines.    But  what  facts  do  gentlemen  adduce. 
to  prove  that  England  is  really  tired  of  the  restric- 
tive system,  and  willing  to  abandon  it  ?    Is  it 
from  the  occasional  declamation  which  we  hear, 
and  to  which  we  have  been  referred,  in  the  Eng- 
lish Parliament ;  or  is  it  from  the  letters  of  Eng- 
lish commercial  agents ;  or  froin>  essays  in  Em- 
lish*  newspapers  and  reviews,  written  desigoedly 
to  mislead  and  bewilder  other  nations— partico- 
larly  this  country  ?    Is  it  froin  sources  lilce  tbes^ 
that  gentlemen  nave  deduced  the  proposition  that 
England  is  tired  of  her  commercial  system,  (t&e 
restrictive  system,)  and  willing  to  abandon  it? 
England  tired  of  her  commercial  systentf !    Sir,  \\ 
is  a  system  so  interwoven  with  every  tissue  and 
fibre  of  her  existence,  that  the  relaxation  of  a  mo- 
ment would  seriously  endan^r  its  vitality.   Eng- 
land tired  of  her  commercial  sjrstem!    England 
is  self-styled  '^the  ftist-anchoi^d  island''— "Ae 
mistress  of  the  sears."    Let  her  but  abandon  her 
commercial  system,  and  the  bark — the  proud, prond 
bark — of  her  destinies  will  be  driven,'  almost  in- 
stantaneously, from,  its  innumerable  moorings, 
and  soon  dismantled  and  a  wreck,  with  the  btl- 
lowsof  the  ocean  dashing  over  it !    Engiand  tired 
of  her  commerdal  sysfem !    England  is  the  Qoeen 
of  Islands — the  great  mart  of  the  cominercial 
wovld.    Let  her  Init  abandon  her  coniroereial  sys- 
tem, and  this  day  and  generation  shall  not  pa^ 
before  she  shall  become  desolate  and  a  waste,  and 
present  to  history,  like  the  Babylon  of  the  Apoca- 
lyp^f  a  mighty  and  memoi'able  ruin,  from  age  to 
age,  forevei*.    England  tired  of  her  commercial 
system!    But,  why  should  England  be  tired  of 
her  commerciftl  system  ?    Has  it  failed  to  aceom* 
plish  any  of  the  great  objects  for  which  it  was 
established  ?    On  the  contrary,  has  it  not  rendered 
her  distinguished  and  wealthy  and  powerfa/  b^ 
yond  all  example,'  and  beyond  all  calculation j 
We  are  told  in  Eastern  fables  of  gold  upbounded 
—^  of  riches  inconceivable,  '  We  read  in  classic 
history  of  Plutns  and  Midas  andfthe  goMen  sands 
of  Bactolus.     But  these  fables  _  these  brilliant 
direams  of  poetry  and  romance— have  been  real- 
ized— ay,  more  than  realized— by  the  commen?ial 
system  of  Engiand. .  Her  land  is  tb«  i&n^I  ^^?f 
aces ;  her  streams  are  richer  than  the  sands  oUne 
Lydian-river;  and  her  commercial  and  manofac- 
turing  cities  preeent  wealth  more  abundant  tbaa 
the  gold  of  the  modern  Ophir,  or  the  niolt#w 
productions  of  the  hither  and  further  India,  p^t, 
with  all  her  wealth,  England  is*  notwithstaoding, 
gentlenien  observe,  the  land  of  debt  irredeemame, 
of  paupers,  and  taxation.     True,  «ir,  trae;  (w 
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icsult,  however^  of  every  cause  rather  than  her 

Erotectire  system---of  her  rainous  and  intermina- 
le  wars ;  of  the  bitter  blessings  of  legitimacy ;  of 
kings  and  courts  and  pensioners ;  and  (hat  aU- 
pervading  and  unceasing  spirit  of  parade  and 
expenditure,  which,  by  the  perversion  of  public 
opiDion,  is  regarded  as  indispensable  for  throwing 
a  becoming  spleodor  round  the  altar  and  the 
throne;  ana  sustaining,  what  Burl^e  has  absurdly 
denominated  the  grace  and  majesty  of  a  great 
people ! 

Bat,  sir,  the  very  fact  that  England  has  been 
eaabled  to  accumulate  her  immense  debt,  and. 
sustain  herself  under  its  tremendous  pressure,  ap- 
pears to  me  to  carry  with  it  strong  evidences  of 
the  extraordinary  influences  of  her  system  upon 
the  resources  and  wealth  of  nations.    There  are 
several  facts  which  so  strongly  illustrate  the  re- 
sults of  her  restrictive  system,  that  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  present  them  to  the  Bouse.    The  reve- 
nue of  England  has  amounted,  in  a  sinsle  year, 
the  Speaker  has  informed  us,  to  four  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars  I    An  i:^npreeedented  fact  in  finan- 
cial history.    Again,  sw.    The  annual  interest  of 
the  English  national  debt  amounts,  at  present,  to 
between  oue  hundred  and  &fiy  and  one  hundred 
and  sixty  millions  of  dollars!  a  sum  greatly  ex- 
ceeding the  whole  interest  and  principal  of  the 
national  debt  of  this  countrjr^  and  which,  more- 
oTer,  is  sufficient  to  provide  for,  and  maintain 
comfortably  at  one  ^reat  public  table,  the  entire 
population  of  the  United  Kingdom  fprever !    But, 
sir,  there  is  another  fact  whicK  exhibits  the  re- 
sources and  wealth  of  England  to  an  extent  still 
more  uaprecedented  and  extraordinary.    In  1798, 
when  the  genius  of  the  modern  Caesar  was^earr lin- 
ing the  Tictorioos  arms  of  the  French  Republic 
oTer  Eorope;  at  a  moment  when  the  excessive 
loaning  s^steoi  of  Pitt  had  excited  dismay  and 
coQsterDation  throughout  the  moneyed  circles,  and 
the  Kingdom   itseff  seemed  totterinff  upon  the 
brink,  if  not  of  revolution,  at  least  bi  some  great 
convulsion — at  this  moment,  I  say,  of  universal 
despondency,  the  idea  was  conceived  that  the  at- 
titode  of  the  nation  mlebt  still  be'  preserved,  and 
the  Tast  expend irures  of  the  war  successfully  met 
by  additionltl  impositions  upon  the  revenue  and 
income  of  thepeopleof  fln^and|  or,  in  the' lan- 
guage of  the  fikxchequer,  by  creating  the  supplies 
within  the  year.    The  idea  was  adopted;  Eng- 
land was  thrown  upon  her  own  resources;  and, 
in  less  than  twenty-three  years,  in  addition  to  the 
loans  and  the  ordinary  war  taxes  of  the  Kingdom, 
already  canied.  to  the  supposed  maximnm  <3r  pos- 
sihle  pavment.  at  endiiraace,  upwards  of  three 
thousand  miiltons  of  dollars  were  realized  from 
the  internal  revenues  of  the  Kingdom;  a  sum 
largely  transeending  the  entire  wealth  dug,  for 
ajges  past,  from  aU  the  mines  of  all  the  world.    A 
single  remark  more  in  relation  to  Bnp;Iand.   Con- 
tnst  her  sitaation,  for  a  moment,  with  any  other 
country  that  has  pursued  an  opposite  commereial 
system^with  Spain,  for  example,    England  is, 
naturally,  the  land  of  mist  and  gloom ;  a  com- 
^ratirely  barren  island  in  the  Northern  ocean : 
Spain,  the  most  delightful  region  in  the  tf  mpecate 


zone.  Three  hundred  years  ago  Spain  was  rich, 
and  powerful— 40  much  for  the  industry  of  the 
Saracens:  England,  poor  and  resourceless.  About 
this  period,  they  exclianged  commercial  systems, 
or  rather,  they  adopted  new  ones;  and  the  result, 
aAer  the  lapse  of  three  centuries,  is  before  the 
world.  England  sways  a  sceptre,  compared  with 
which,  the  power  of  the  Roinan  Caesars  shrinks 
to  nothing.  But  Spain — sir,  it  would  be  as  pos- 
sible to  give  form  and  stature^  and  flesh  and  blood, 
to  the  ashes  of  her  ancient  kings,  as  to  extort,  by 
any  nossible  means  of  legislation,  from  the  entire 
population  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  the  ordinary 
revenue  of  England  for  a  single  yean  And  yet, 
sir,  such  is  the  result,  the  splendid,  the  magnifi* 
cent,  the  almost  inconceivable  result,  of  a  system 
which  is  so  bitterly  denounced,  even  in  its  least 
exeeptionable  parts,  in  its  application  to  this 
country  1 

I  will  detain  the  House  but  a  few  momenta 
longer,  dut,'  before  I  take  my  seat,  I  must  be 
permitted  to  express  my  surprise  and  regret  at  the 
extraordinary exeitement  which  thesystem  under 
consideration  has  produced.  It  embraees  no  mo- 
nopoly. On  the  contrary,  there  is  not  an  article 
which  it  purports  to  protect,  which  time  alone, 
unaided  and  unprotected,  would  not  establish. 
No,  sir.  Thcf  poucy  of  this  bill,  I  mean  the  policy 
of  e£Sclent  protection  to  the  great  objects  of  our 
industry,  is  no  sickly  exotic,  whose  miserable  ex* 
istenoe  can  only  be  sustained  by  unceasing  nur* 
ture  and  protection,'  but  the  hardy-  native  plant 
that,  unassisted^  attains  slowly  to  maturity,  but 
which  strikes  its  roots  deeply,  and  extends  its 
branches  loftily  <in  proportion  to  the  care  and  pro- 
tection which  we  award  to  it. 

The  adversaries  of  the  bill  affect  to  regard  it  as 
a  question,  whether  w«  shall,  or  sfaaU  not  become, 
a  nuinufacturing  people.  This  is  not  thec^ues* 
tion.  We  are  already- a  manufacturing  people; 
the  greatest,  with  the  exception  of  France  and 
EDgIand«in  the  world — at  least  in  the  Christian 
world.  We  manufacture,  by  computation,  from 
one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of 
dollars  worth  of  fhbrics— similar  articles  of  which 
we  imported,  or  the  ^eater  part  of  which  we 
imported,  before  and  since  the  Revolution,  from 
England,  France,  and  Holland.  The  monuments 
of  otir  dependence  upon  the  old  world,  are  yet 
every  where  visible.  Within  our  immediate  vis- 
ion stands  a  house  (and  such  houses  are  foimd 
in  all  the  Atlantic  States,)  built  of  imported  ma- 
terials, and  constructed  probably — for  in  many 
instances  houses  were  so  constructed— hy-  fiUi- 
ropean  artificers.  The  progress  indeed  which 
we  have  made  in  every  oepartment  of  useful  in- 
dustry is  unexampled,  ^nd  if  gentlemen  Would 
but  look  bacik  and  observe  what  we  have  accom- 
plished for  the  last  thirty  years,  by  means  of  our 
own  unassisted  energies ;  and  then  look  forward 
for  the  same  period,  and  reflect  upon  what  these 
energies — stimulated  and  sustained  by  protective 
laws,  and  operating  on  the  rapid  development  of 
our  internal  wealth  and  resources,  may  and  must 
accomplish,  a  single  glance  at  the  brilliant  pros- 
pect would  he  sttfl&cient— -at  least  should  be  sof* 
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ficient  to  remove  all  doabto*-to  extingaish  all 
appreheDstons,  in  relation  to  the  policy  under 
consideration. 

Bat  I  despair  of  being  able  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  gentlemen  either  to  the  past  or  the  future. 
They  are  so  deeply  interested  with  the  present 
moment,  in  comoatting  the  shadows — the  Gor- 
dons and  Chimeran,  which  imagination  has  con- 
jured up  from  this  bill,  that  both  precedent  and 
prospect  are  alike  lost  upon  them. 

But  the  bill  is  further  denounced  as  a  novel 
project — as  a  vast  and  wanton  experiment — as  a 
Dill  containing  new  and  extraordinary  principles. 
8ir,  it  is  neither  project  nor  experiment.  It  con- 
tains no  new  nor  uncommon  principles. 

Its  principles,  indeed,  are  as  ancient  as  history; 
•  and  have  been  incorporated  into  the  policy  of 
every  nation,  distinsuisbed  for  success  in  com- 
merce or  the  arts.  A  novel  project!  Sir,  it  is  the 
policy  we  combat — the  unrestrictive  svstem  of 
modern  economists,  the  dissolution  of  alf  tarifis — 
which  is  the  real  novelty  of  the  day.  A  svstem 
captivating  in  theory,  but  totally  inapplicaole  to 
the  present  state  and  temper  of  the  commercial 
world.  The  age  of  free  commerce,  like  the  miUe- 
nium  of  Patmos,  the  reign  of  universal  peace.,  is 
evidently  reserved  for  times  less  stern  than  ours. 
The  temple  of  Janus,  we  may  confidently  pre- 
dict, will  be  closed  for  the  last  time,  and  forever, 
among  men,  before  its  revolutions  commence. 
But  to  close  my  remarks — What  sir,  is  the  real 
nature  of  the  bill  before  us?  of  thi^  ^^ fearful, 
frightful  bill?"  of  this  "stamp  act  measure?" 
which  is  to  be  the  precursor,  if  we  are  to  credit 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Ranoolpb,}  who  immediately  preceded  me,  of 
rebellion  and  revolution?  of  this  "fire-brand," 
which  is  about  to  be  thrown  (not  indeed  into  the 
Ottoman  entire  but)  into  a  region  of  spirits  infin- 
itely more  fiery  and  formidable  thaa  Tui^  or 
Greek — the  South  ?  What  I  demand  is  the  real 
nature — the  pervadijig  spirit — the  grand  design 
of  the  bill  before  us?  Sir,  the  full  front  and  face 
of  its  ofiending,  is  this,  and  simply  this,  to  secure 
to  American  industry,  by  a  liberal,  progressive, 
and  protective  tarifi*,  the  monopoly  of  our  own 
resources— of  that  vast  manufacturing  material, 
which  nature,  in  her  munificence,  nas  every 
where  created  around  us,  in  immeasurable  abun- 
dance. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  but  to  thank  the 
House  for  its  indulgence,  and  apologize  for  having 
trespassed  so  long  upon  its  time. 


Friday,  April  16. 

The  Speakbr  presented  a  memorial  of  John 
Ross,  G^rge  Lowrey,  Major  Ridge,  and  Elijah 
Hicks,  delegates  from  the  Cherokee  nation  of  In- 
dians, representing  the  unwillingness  of  the  Cher- 
okees  to, abandon  the  territory  upon  which  they 
now  reside,  declaring  their  determination  to  pur- 
sue peaceably,  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  the 
mechanic  arts,  and  praying  that  the  Gfeneral  Gov- 


ernment will  protect  their  rights. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  Speaker  also  presented  a  petition,  sinfoed 
by  Thomas  Law,  Walter  Jones,  and  Ellas  fi. 
Caldwell,  a  committee  appointed  at  a  public  meet- 
ing of  the  citizens  of  Washington,  praying  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  to  the  pecuniary  eitabarrass- 
meht  of  the  country,  and  the  establishmpDt  of  a 
national  paper  currency,  as  best  calculated  to 
remedy  the  evil. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  divide  the  district  of 
Kentucky  into  two  judicial  districts ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  made 
a  report  on  ihe  petition  of  John  Mitchell,  accom- 
panied with  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gublbv,  the  Committee  oa 
Public  Land^  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  relinquishing  to  the  parish  of  West 
Baton  Rouge,  in  Louisiana,  the  title  of  the  Uoited 
States  to  a  tract  of  land  containing  about  eight 
acres  front  on  the  Mississippi,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  and  keeping  in  repair  a  levee  on  said  land. 

Bills 'from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles, 
viz: 

1st.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hezekiah  Langlef 
and  Benjamin  M.  Belt ; 

2d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  ThadeusMaybew; 

3d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ichabod  Lord  Skio- 
ner ; 

4th.  An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 
district  court  in  the  district  of  Missouri; 

5lh.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hewes; 
were,  severally,  read  the  first  and  secood  time, 
and  referred ;  the  1st,  to  the  Cooamittee  of  Claims; 
the  2d,  to  the  Committee  of  Claims;  the  3d,  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals;  the 4th,  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary ;  and  the  5tb,  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  Message  from  the  Senate  informed  (he  Houae 
thai  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  foliowip^ 
titles,  to  vit:  "An  act  for  enclosing  the  hunal 
ground  of  Christ  Church,  WasfaingtoD  Wthf 
"An  act  to  provide  for  the  sak  of  thewarehooe 
at  the  former  quarantine  ground,  near  the  Eog- 
lish  Turn,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  aad  for  the 
erection  of  a  dweiling  house  at'the  Balize,  m  w 
said  State,  for  the  use  of  the  boarding  officer  a< 
that  place,  and  for  other  purposes;"  <' An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  tae 
30th  day  of  June,  1812,  entitled  *  An  act  mm 
further  provision  for  settling  the  claims  to  Ism  '° 
the  Territory  of  Missouri ;» '^"  An  act  for  the  reUel 
of  Elijah  Van  Syckel,  of  Philadelphia V'  wd  "Ad 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Shields,-"  in  wh'cft 
bills  the  Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of  tais 
House. 

Three  Messages  were  received  from  to«  1^"**' 
oaHT  OP  TBI  Unitbd  States,  to  wit:. 
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nBST. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Utiited  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representativet  a  report 
of  the  Secrctarj  of  War,  containing  the  information 
requested  by  a  reaolation  of  the  House,  dated  2fith 
ultimo,  showing  the  reason  why  the  engineers  ap- 
pointed to  cxamive  Ihe  most  suitable  site  for  a  national 
snoory  on  the  Western  waters,  hsTS  not  made  their 
report. 

JAM£8  MONROE. 

AmiL  16,  1884. 

The  Message  and  report  were  laid  upon  the 
table. 

SXCOITD. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  oftfis  ^nited  States : 

In  eompliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  8th  of  April,  requesting  infor- 
mation whether  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  the  3d 
March,  180d»  relating  to  a  township  of  land,  lying 
within  John  CIotc  Symmes'  patent,  had  been  executed, 
and,  if  not,  what  reasons  had  prevented  it,  I  transmit  a 
report  from  the  Secrelaiy  of  the  Treasury,  which  af> 
fords  the  informatioa  desired* 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Armii  16, 1824. 

The  Message  and  report  were  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Tflian. 

7b  the  House  qf  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Hopse  of  Representa- 
tives  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  con- 
Uios  the  information  requested  by  a  resolution  of  the 
8th  instant,  respecting  the  proposals  that  were  made 
bj  certain  Indians  therein  described,  of  the  Cherokee 
nation,  fox  the  cession  of  their  lands  to  the  United 
States. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Apbi£  16,  1824. 

The  AAssace  and  report  wiere  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

AFRICAN  SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  QoYAN,  fVom  the  committee  to  which  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as 
relates  to  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave 
trade,  reported  aoill  respecting  the  slare  trade; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.    The  bill  is  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That,  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  law,  if  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
person  resident  therein,  shall,  in  any  port  or  plsce 
whatsoever,  build,  or  in  any  respect  fit,  equip,  man, 
load,  or  otherwise  prepare,  or  cause  to  be  prepared,  or 
in  any  respect  fitted,  equipped,  manned,  or  otherwise 
prepared,  or  be  in  any  respect  concerned  in  equipping, 
manning,  or  preparing  any  ship  or  ▼eesel,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  bsing  Employed  in  the  slave  trade,  or  in  the 
trsnsportation  of  slaves  from  any  foreign  port  or  plsee 
to  sny  foreign  port  or  place  whatsoSTer^  for  the  pur* 
pete  aforesaid,  every  such  ciiisen  or  other  person,  so 
offending,  shall,  on  conviction,  be  punished  by  fine  not 
•xceeding  five  thoiuand  dollsrs,  and  by  imprisonment 
&ot  exceeding  se?en  years ;  and  such  ship  or  vessel. 


her  tackle^  apparel,  fnmltare,  provisions  and  cargo^  on 
bo|ird  thereof,  shall  be  forfeited.  And  any  citisen,  or 
other  person  resident.as  aforesaid,  who  shall  volunta- 
rily serve  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  shall  ssil  on 
board  thereof,  knowing  the  same  to  be  intended  to  be  • 
employed  in  the  slave  trade,  or  in  the  transportation 
of  slaves  as  aforesaid,  shall,  on  conviction,  be  liable  to 
be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  three  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  five  years. 

8xc.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  affect,  or  in 
any  wise  repeal,  any  acts  hitherto  passed  for  the  pro- 
hibition or  suppression  of  the  slave  trade;  but  the  same 
acts,  and  every  clause  thereof,  shall  remain  in  full 
force,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been 
made. 

CLAIM  OF  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  on  the  claim  of  D.  D.  Tompkins,  which,, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  was  laid  on  the  table  a 
dav  or  two  ago,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Cocke  then  moved  to  recommit  the  report 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  in* 
structions  to  report  a  bilL  This  motion  he  ground- 
ed on  the  fact  that,  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the 
committee,  would  only  leave  the  matter  where  it 
was  befoi^.  He  proceeded  to  examine,  in  detail, 
the  report  of  the  committee,  in  part  of  which  he 
said  he  cordially  acquiesced,  being  willing  to  make 
every  just,  and  even  liberal  allowance  to  this  in- 
dividual, and  in  other  particulars  of  which  he  was 
of  opinion  the  Government  was  not  bound  to  make 
to  Governor  Tompkins  any  indemnification  what- 
ever. He  specified  the  sqrt  of  allowances  which 
he  was  disposed  to  make,  and  those  to  which  he 
objected.  He  concluded  bis  observations,  by  mov- 
ing the  instructions  to  t|ie  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  report  a  bill,  viz : 

**  1st.  To  authorize  an  allowance  of  interest  on  all 
moneys  advanced  by  Daniel*J>.  TompMns  on  account 
of  the  United  States,  from  the  time  of  making  the  ad- 
vances until  its  repayment. 

'  **  2d.  To  provide  indemnity  for  actual  losses  sue* 
tained  by  him  in  consequence  of  the  United  States 
failing  to  furnish  him  with  money  and  Treasury  notes 
within  the  time  stipulated,  and  on  account  of  which 
failure  the  losses  were  sustained.'' 

Mr.  Floto,  of  Virginia,  made  a  few  remarks  . 
expressive  of  his  opinion,  that  the  most  liberal  ad-  ^ 
ju^tment  of  the  accounts  of  this  officer  should  be 
made.  He  would  not  only  settle  his  accounts 
liberally,  he  said,  but,  if  within  the  powers  of  this 
House,  he  would  vote  him  from  the  national  funds 
any  reasonable  amount  of  compensation  besides, 
foi^he  eminent  services  he  has  rendered  his  coun- 
try. This  country  must  be  reduced  low,  indeed, 
if  it  was  not  disposed  to  remunerate  such  services 
as  his.  Such  a  man  as  Daniel  D.  Toinpkinswas 
not  always  to  be  found  when  wanted.  The  virtue 
and  integrity  of  that  man  led  mainly  to  the  for- 
tunate termmation  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain. 
He  would  not  trammel  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts with  the  same  checks  and  restrictions  as 
are  required  upon  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  a  disbursing  officer,  acting  under  prescribed 
rules;  for,  when  the  United  States  had  no  crediti 
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tb«t  indiTidual  hm4  not  spared  his  own— «f  a  time, 
too,  when,  as  our  fleets  were  eqdeavoring  to  get 
to  tea,  tliere  were  men,  in  a  oetghboriDg  State, 
who  showed  blue  lights  as  a  signal  to  the  enemy. 
The  destinies  of  this  nation  were,  in  a  manner,  in 
the  hands  of  that  man,  and  his  patriotism  and 
virtue  saved  us  from  disgrace  and  defeat,  dec. 

Mr.  McLane  suggested  to  the  geniieman  from 
Tennessee  the  propriety  of  a  recommitment,  with 
less  limited  instructions. 

■  Mr.  Cocke  professed  a  desire  to  do  every  thing 
that  justice  should  dictate  to  Governor  Tompkins, 
and  any  modification  of  the  instructions,  compai* 
ible  with  that  view  of  the  subject,  he  was  wrUing 
to  assent  to. 

Mr.  MoLane  then  expretoed  bis  views  of  this 
subject.    He  considered  it  unfortunate  that  the 
subject  had  been  again  brought  before  the  House, 
and  was  averse  to  a  recommitment  of  it  now,  be- 
cause it  wa^  at  too  late  k  period  of  the  session  to 
take  up  the  subject  de  novOy  and  act  upon  it.    He 
then  stated  what  was  the  particular  situation  of 
the  accounts  of  this  gentleman,  adverting  to  the 
act  of  Congress  pass^  at  the  last  session,  and  the 
prtneiples  of  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on 
which  that  act  was  founded.     At  thai  time,  he 
suggested,  the  subject  of  these  accounts  underwent 
an  elaborate  discussion.    The  question,  whether 
or  not  it  was  proper  to  make  an  equitable  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  Governor  Tompkins,  was 
then  decided  in  the  affirmative.     If  the  House 
were  now  to  undertake  to  resettle  these  claims,  he 
did  not  know  when  any  settlement  of  a  priqciple 
by  this  House  was  to  be  considered  conclusive. 
There  must  be  some  end  to  questions  of  this  sort, 
and  he  was  desirous  that  the  same  weight  should 
be  given  to  decisions  on  questions  of  right  by  Con- 
gress, as  if  the  same  decisions  had  been  made  in 
a  eourt  of  justice.    On  the  question  of  commis- 
siObB,  for  whidh  the  President  was  disposed  to 
make  a  liberal  allowance  to  Governor  Tompkins, 
and  which  the  accounting  officers  were  disposed 
to  allow,  on  the  principles  usual  in  the  settlement 
of  ordinary  accounts,  Mr.  McL.  said,  that  Mr. 
Tompkins  had  procured  for  the  Government,  dur- 
ing tne  war,  loans  of  money  for  the  use  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  amount  of  one  million  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  and  had  also  disbursed  those 
funds ;  and,  without  the  aid  which  it  thus  received 
from  this  individual,  every  one  must  know  that 
the  operations  of  the  war  would  have  been  exceed- 
ingly embarrassed.  For  this  service,  of  borrowing 
and  disbuTsetaent,  it  was  proposed  to  allow  him  a 
comttission  of  ^\e  per  cent.,  which  would  mal^ 
an  amount  of  about  $95,000.   And  of  this  amount, 
Mr.  McL.  said,  there  was  a  sum  of  $460,000,  for 
which  the  Government  had  agreed  to  send  to  the 
Vice  President  Treasury  notes  to  take  up  the  per- 
sonal notes  which  he  had  given  for  it.    But  the 
Treasury  notes  did  not  arrive  until  his  own  notes 
had  become  due  aiid  been  protested,  by  which  his 
credit  was  destroyed,  to  which,  in  a  great  degree, 
all  the  subsequent  losses  and  misfortunes  of  this 
g^entlemaii  were  to  be  attributed.  The  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  Mr.  McL.  said,  did  not  wish 
to  xeinvestigate  this  case,  or  they  would  have  been 


disposed  to  recommend  a  more  liberal  allowance 
than  was  proposed.  If  instructed,  however,  by  the 
House,  it  would  be  their  duty  to  take  it  into  con- 
sideration. He  replied  to  some  other  suggestions 
of  Mr.  Cocke,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  services 
rendered  by  Mr.  Tompkins  in  the  capacity  of  a 
Major  General,  If  the  gentleaian  had  had  an  op- 
portunity of  becoming  fully  acquainted  with  the 
facts  on  the  subject,  he  would  have  learned  that 
his  siervices,  in  that  capacity,  bad  been  of  great 
importance.  On  one  occasion  he  had  left  his  fam- 
ily, then  in  a  deplorable  situation,  and  departed  in 
the  night  for  the  frontier,  where  he  called  forth  the 
militia,  and  at  that  moment  saved  the  country. 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he  added, 
would  have  aceeded  to  thepropoaitionsof  the  Vice 
President,  in  regard  to  the  differeoce  which  nov 
exists  between  him  and  the  Government,  if  thef 
had  not  considered  the  law  of  the  last  session  so 
broad  as  to  make  any  further  legislation  on  the 
subject  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Hamilton  rose  to  testifv  to  the  fact  of  the 
Vice  President  having  exercised  militar^r  commtDd 
durinff  the  war,  which  wa?  within  his  personal 
knowledge. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cocke's 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  large 
majority. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  referring 
the  subject  back  to  the  final  decision  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  without  a 
division, 

THB  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  revision  of  the  several  acts  lajring 
duties  upon  imports — ^the  question  being  on  Mr. 
Randolph's  motion  for  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill. 

Mr.  McDuFPis  rose  and  said,  the  unsolicited  in- 
dulgence of  the  HoQse,4oif hich  he  was  indebted  for 
the  opportunity  of  presenting  his  views  on  thia  in- 
terestmg  subject  to-day,  instead  of  being  compelled 
to  perform  that  duty  yesterday,  under  the  fsrigiie 
and  exhaustion  of  a  long  sitting,  had  laid  him 
under  obligations  of  which  he  was  profoundly  sen- 
sible. The  only  return,  however,  said  Mr.  McD., 
which  I  can  promise,  for  the  kinaness  thus  shown 
to  me,  is  the  brevity  of  the  remarks  which  I  pro- 
pose to  offer.  At  so  late  a  stage  of  this  alreadv 
protracted  discussion,  I  cannot  flatter  myself  witA 
the  expectation  that  I  shall  interest  the'aiiention 
of  the  House  by  the  novelty  of  my  arguments,  bat 
must  be  content  to  indulge  the  hope  that  I  may  not 
exhaust  its  patience  by  tneir  prolixity*  . 

During  the  progress  of  this  debate  upoo  m 
various  questions  which  have  arisen  upon  the  de- 
tails of  the  bill,  I  have  studiously  avoided  entering 
into  the  consideration  of  the  general  P""*^'P*" 
and  policy  of  the  protecting  system.  And  I  ha*^ 
done  so  in  compliance  with  this  general  ^^'°{ 
which  I  have  determined  to  regulate  my  condoci, 
so  long  as  I  have  the  honor  of  a  sfeat  dpon  tms 
floor,  never  to  consume  the  time  of  the  "°"^j^ 
discussing  any  question  which  is  not  di^unclifoe' 
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fore  it  for  coosiderattoD.    I  have  the  leu  cause  to 
regret  baviog  thu5  abstained  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, because  it  is  now  obvious  that  the  subject 
has  assumed  more  than  its  usual  interest,  as  welt 
from  the  crisis  at  which  we  have  arrived,  as  from 
the  peculiar  circumstaoces  under  which  the  ques- 
tion is  now  presented  to  us.    In  all  the  various 
stages  of  our  proceedings,  we  have  still  had  before 
us  the  opportunity  of  re  viewing  our  work.   Bui  the 
question  being  noy  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  what- 
ever decision  we  shall  maKe  upon  it,  will  be,  as  to 
us,  final  and  irrevocable.    And  we  are  called  upon 
to  giv^  this  final  sanction  to  the  measure,  with  the 
fact  clearly  ascertained,  that  it  cannot  be  adopted 
but  by  a  very  small  majority.    Waiving,  for  a 
momenl,  any  inquiry  into  the  policy  of  protecting 
domestic  manufactures,  I  put  it  to  gentlemen  to 
say  whether  prudence  does  not  dictate,  even  to  the 
most  firm  and  independent  statesman*  that  a  mea- 
sure laying  very  heavy  burdens  upon  the  whole 
community — a  measure  which,  however  we  may 
speculate  upon  the  subject,  the  people  must  sensi- 
bly feel— a  measure  which  has  already  produced, 
in  some  parts  of  the  Union,  the  most  intense  ex- 
citement, ought  to  be  adopted  with  a  bare  majority 
of  the  national 'representatives  in  its  fkvor?    Sir, 
a  Government  emanating  from  the  people,  and  re- 
sponsible to  public  opinion,  ought  not  to  be  indif- 
ferent to  this  prudential  consideration.    I  do  not 
profess  to  be  minutely  acquainted  with  t)ie  Parlia- 
mentary history  of  Great  Britain ;  but'  I  hazard 
little  in  assertipg  that  no  British  Minister,  in  the 
height  of  his  ascendency,  would  venture  to  pass 
even  a  tax  bill  for  the  public  service,  to  the  extent 
of  this,  with  a  majority  so  small  as  that  which  has 
ordered  thb  bill  to  its  third  reading. 

This  measure,  all  agree,  is  part  of  a  system  in- 
tended to  produce  a  great  and  fundamental  change 
in  the  policy  of  the  country — a  change,  to  be  ef- 
fected by  disturbing  the  relations  which  now  ex- 
ist between  the  different  portions  of  the  Union 
and  the  different  classes  of  society^  That  such  a 
change  as  this  can  be  produced  by  legal  regula- 
tions, operating,  of  taecessity,  as  a  tax  upon  the 
people,  without  exciting  a  strong  feeling  of  popu- 
lar discontent,  not  to  say  indignation,  is  an  ex- 
pectation which  gentlemen,  delude  themselves  if 
they  indulge.  An  acute  and  lively  sensibility  to 
every  invasion,  by  Qovernment,  of  the  rights  of 
property,  Ls  one  of  the  strongest  characteristics  of 
freedom  in  modem  times;  and  there  is  no  people 
on  earth  more  distinguished  for  it  than  the  citi- 
zens of  the. United  States.  I  therefore  submit  it, 
respectfully,  to  the  consideration  of  the  friends  of 
the  manufacturing  interest  themselves,  whether 
therejs  not  serious  danger  that  a  measure  of  this 
character,  enacted  by  a  lean  majority,  will  pro- 
duce a  reaction  among  the  people,  which  may  re- 
sult in  the  entire  prostration  of  the  system  they 
are  so  anxious  to  foster  and  extend. 

In  soliciting  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a 
very  brief  examination  of  the  policy  of  this  mea- 
sure, it  is  far  from  my  intention  to  enter  into  a 
formal  dissertatidn  upon  the  general  principles  of 
political  economy.  This  is  neither  the  place  nor 
the  occasion  for  such  dissertations..  My  observa- 
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tions  shall  be  confined  to  a  practical  ezamioatlbn 
of  the  question,  in  reference  to  the  actual  state  of 
things  in*  this  country,  assuming,  as  a  basis,  a  few 
palpable  and  obvious  principles,  which  have  long 
ceased  to  be  questionable  in  the  estimation  of  the 
most  enlightened  philOsophera  and  statesmen  of 
Europe. 

Whilst,  sir,  on  the  one  hand  I  unequivocally 
deny,  what  is  maintained  by  some,  that  mannfac- 
turing  industry  is,  in  itself,  more  profitable  than 
agricultural  or  commercial,!  distinctly  disclaim 
the  notion,  maintained  by  others,  that  the  pursuits 
of  agriculture  are  more  profitable  than  those  of 
manufacture  or  commerce.    All  such  notions  are 
utterly  erroneous  and  visionary,  and  are  founded 
upon  a  misconception  of  what  it  is  that  consti- 
tutes wealth,  and  of  the  principles  which  reffolato 
the  distribution  of  capital  and  labor.    What  is 
wealth  %    The  wealth  of  a  nation  consists  in  the 
abundance  of  those  articles  which  administer  to 
the  necessities,  the  comforts,  and  the  luxuries  of 
life,  according  to  the  existing  habits  of  society. 
It  j-esults  from  this,  that  a  combination  of  the 
products  of  agriculture  and  of  manufacture  is  es-  • 
sential  to  the  wealth  of  a  civilized  oommunityy 
such  as  exists  in  the  United  States.   With  the  most 
Unlimited  abundance  of  the  products  of  agricol-  ' 
ture,  we  should  be  poor  without  the  productsrof 
art ;  and  w.ith  an  equal  abundance  of  manufac- 
tures, we  should  perish  without  the  productions  of 
the  soil.    It  is  conceded,  on  all  hands,  that  we 
abound,  in  articles  of  the  latter  description ;  and 
the  only  question  to  be  debated  is,  how  can  we, 
most  advantageously  obtain  the  former  ?    Shall 
we  fabricate  them  ourselves  or  import  them  -from 
abroad  ?    To  the  common-  understanding  of  man- 
kind, it  would  seem  to  be  a  self-evident  proposition 
that  the  cheapest  mode  of  obtaining  them  is  that 
which  a  nation  ought  (o  pursue,  as  it  is  certainly 
that.whhsh  individuals  would  pursue,  with  a  view 
to  the  promotion  of  their  own  interest.    But  here 
we  are  met  with  the  argument  that  commerce  is 
a  barren  and  vinproductive  pursuit.    A  very  few 
remarks  will  serve  to  refute  this  notion,  which, 
when  examined,  will  be  found  to  be  a  mere  ver- 
bal proposition.    It  is  true  that  commerce  does  not 
produce  either  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  elements 
of  wealth,  but  it  communicates  nalue  to  both. 
Without  commerce  the  surplus  production,  both 
of  individuals  and  nations,  would  be  utterly  value- 
less.   Of  what  value,  for  example,  are  the  surplus 
productions  of  the  manufactories  of  Manchester 
and  Birmingham,  either  to  us  or  to  those  who 
produce  them^  until,  by  the  agency  of  commerce, 
they  are  brought  to  our  stores  and  distributed  to 
the  consumers?    It  would  be. precisely  as  correct 
to  say  that  their  entire  vaUie  is  derived  from  com- 
merce, as  to  maintain  that  its  operations  are  un- 
productive.   Either  proposition  would  be  equally 
absurd.    While,  therefore,  I  view  any  proposition, 
which  asserts  the  superior  productiveness  of  one 
of  the  great  divisions  of  human  industry  over  the 
others,  as  being  not  only  erroneous,  but  absolutely 
unmeaning  and  unintelligible,  I  admit  that  the 
wealth  of  a  community  depends  np6n  the  main- 
tenance of  a  due  proportion  between, them.  '  And 
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the  qaestion  for  a  practical  statefsman  to  deter- 
mine is,  how  is  this  proportion  to  be  maintained, 
•0  as  to  produce  the  greatest  aggregate  benefit  to 
the  community  7 

On  this  question,  if  I  may  be  permitted,  and  I 
•earcely  know  whether  I  ought  to  venture  upon  it, 
I  will  lay  down  a  general  principle,  upon  the  au- 
thority of  Adam  Smith,  who,  notwithstanding 
the  terms  of  sweeping  condemnation  Which  have 
be^n  applied  to  his  speculations,  has  done  more  to 
enlighten  the  world  on  the  science  of  political 
economy  than  any  man  of  modern  times.  He  is 
the  founder  of  the  science.  All  that  has  been 
since  done  is  but  a  development  or  modification 
of  the  principles  be  established.  What,  then,  is 
his  jB^eat  elementary  prioci|>ie?  That  labor  and 
capital,  if  left  to  receive  their  direction  from  indi- 
vidual sagacity,  will  naturally  seek,  and  speedily 
find,  the  most  profitable  employments.  And  this 
is  founded  upon  the  idea  that  iodividuals  are  more 
capable  of  forming  a  judgment  as  to  what  will 
promote  their  pecuniary  interests,  than  the  most 
enlightened  (Government  can  possibly  be,  from  the 
▼ery  nature  of  things.  This,  however,  is  de- 
nounced as  empty  theory !  Every  thing,  it  seems, 
which  does  not  result  from  legislation,  from  the 
ofl&cious  restrictions  of  Government,  is  to  be  re- 
garded as  the  operation  of  a  ruinous  theory.  But, 
sir,  I  put  it  to  the  common  sense  and  common  ob^ 
sefvation  of  every  gentleman  in  the  House,  whe- 
ther this  theory  does  not  rest  upon  the  most  steady 
and  immutable  and  powerful  principles  of  human 
action — principles  which  never  cease  for  a  mo- 
ment to  actuate  the  great  mass  of  every  commu- 
nity. What  stronger  instinct  belongs  to  the  char- 
acter of  man  than  that  which  impels  him  to 
improve  his  condition?  And  what  conceivable 
obliquity  of  perception  can  prevent  him  from  dis- 
covering, upon  a  survey  of  the  various  pursuits 
which  are  open  to  him,  that  from  which,  with  his 

Seculiar  capacities,  he  can  derive  the  greatest  pro- 
t?  I  can  very  well  imagine  the  case  of  a  rude 
and  barbarous  people,  unaccustomed  to  the  enjoy- 
ments of  civilized  life,  in  which  a  Government, 
despotic  in  its  character,  and  rising  much  above 
the  existing  state  of  intelligence  in  the  country 
over  which  it  holds  dommion,  might  produce 
great  afid  beneficial  changes  in  the  pursuits  of  .so- 
ciety bv  legal  regulations.  The  Government,  for 
example,  which  should  conduct  a  people  from  the 
hunter  to  the  shepherd  state,  or  from  the  latter  to 
the  agricultural,  would  undoubtedly  confer  the 
most  signal  benefits  upon  the  community.  Such 
a  change,  however,  could  be  accomplished  only 
by  a  gradaal  improvement  of  the  people,  and  by 
giving  them  a  taste  for  comforts  and  luxuries  to 
nrhich  they  were  unaccustomed.  But,  I  will  veri- 
tore  to  isay  that  there  is  not  a  people  on  the  face 
of  the  earth  to  whom  a  policy  of  this  kind  would 
be  80  utterly  inapplicable  as  to  the  people  of  these 
United  States.  What,  sir,  is  their  character  ?  Is 
there  a  nation  more  acute,  ingenious,  or  -enter- 
prising, more  keen  and  sagacious  in  perceiving 
the  avenues  to  profit,  or  more  prompt  and  energetic 
to  pursue  them  ?  Do  they  need  the  direction  of 
thia  Government  to  indicate  the  way  to  indi- 


vidual prosperity?  Shall  we  undertake  to  en- 
lighten the  capitalists  of  Boston  as  to  the  most 
profitable  mode  of  investing  their  disengaged  cap- 
ital ?  They  would  laugh  to  scorn  the  folly  and 
impotence  of  such  ofllcious  dictation.  It  will 
scarcely  be  alleged  that  our  people  have  not  a 
taste  for  the  products  of  manufacture.  For  all 
the  productions  of  human  industry — ^for  all  the 
articles,  at  least,  of  which  we  propose  to  eocoar- 
age  the  doinestic  fabrication,  the  people  of  this 
country  have  perhaps  <oo  keen  an  appetite.  In- 
deed, the  complaint  of  the  friends  of  this  measare 
is,  that  they  import  them  in  too  great  abundaace 
No  legislation,  therefore,  is  necessary  to  create  a 
demand  for  tnose  articles.  'In  such  a  state  of 
thtngs,  the  general  principle  is  indisputably  due, 
that  capital  and  labor  will  naturally  flow  into  the 
most  profitable  channeb  of  industry,  without  the 
control  of  Government. 

But,  to  this  general  principle  I  admit  there  is 
an  exception,  which  I  will  candidly  state.  And 
here  I  will  take  leave  leave  to  remark,  that,  anx- 
ious as  I  am  to  defeat  this  measure,  which  1  be- 
lieve would  be  ruinous  to  some  portions  of  the 
Union,  and  beneficial  to  none;  yet  I  would  not. 
if  I  could,  accomplish  this*  object  by  stating  aof 
principle  which  I  believe  to  be  false.  An  derated 
morality,  which  regards  the  establishment  of  cor- 
rect principles  as  more  important  than  victory, 
should  characterize  our  deliberations  here.  I  ad- 
mit then  that  when  from  the  revolutions  of  trade 
or  the  progress  of  society  a  crisis  has  occurred  in 
which  a  freat  and  fundamental  change  must  take 
place  in  the  distribution  of  the  capital  and  labor 
of  a  nation,  a  wise,  moderate,  and  cautious  legis- 
lation may  aid  in  effecting  the  change,  and  iseren 
necessary  to  eflfect  it  in  the  matiner  most  benefi- 
cial to  the  community.  But,  sir,  if  we  atteotireljr 
examine  the  principles  upon  which  this  proposi- 
tion is  founded,  we  shall  perceive  that  useful  legis- 
lation on  this  subject  is  confined  to  very  narrow 
limits,  and  that  there  i»  much  greater  danger  of 
doing  harm  by  transcendfbg  these  limits  thaa  bf 
abstaining  from  legislative  interference  altogether. 

What,  then,  are  the  principles  upon  which  (he 
interference  of  €k>vernment  can  be  justified,  in 
such  a  crisis  as  that  to  which  I  have  alluded?  In 
the  first  place,  the  habits  of 'a  comrnunity,  operat- 
ing with  something  like  the  force  of  laws,  will 
induce  an  adherence  to  accustomed  pursuits,  after 
they  have  ceased  to  be  profitable.  But  the  princi- 
pal ground  upon  which  the  protecting  policy  can 
m  any  case  be  justified,  is  the  inability  of  infant 
manufacturing  establishments  to  sustain  a  sae- 
cessful  competition  with  their  foreign  rivals,  eren 
aAer  the  count^f  has  reached  the  point  at  which 
the  domestic  article  can,  with  the  experience  of  a 
few  years,  be  fabricated  cheaper  than  the  foreign. 
And  here,  air,  the  limit  of  the  protecting  sysim 
is  distinctly  indicated.  It  must  be  satisfactorily 
shown,  that  the  protection  sought  is  only  tempo- 
rary ;  and  that,  after  a  reasonable  time  is  given  to 
acquire  experience  and  skill,  and  bring  the  domes- 
tic manufactories  to  perfection,  they  can  f^ram 
the  domestic  fabrics  cheaper  than  similar  fabria 
could  be  obtained  from  abroad.    Now,  ifw^  'PFf 
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these  prioeiples  to  the  actaal  protection  heretofore 
extended  to  our  domestic  manafactures,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  Government  has  already  falfilled  its 
obligations  to  them,  in  the  amplest  manner.    Gen- 
tlemen hare  argaed  this  question  as  if  the  manu- 
facturing interest  of  the  country  had  been  unjustly 
assailed  oy  some  foreign  power,  and  Congress  had 
manifested  the.  most  cruel  indifference  to  thehr 
sofierings.    But  is  there  tbe  slightest  foundation 
for  either  of  these  assumptions  ?    The  only  power 
with  which  our  manufacturers  have  had  perma- 
nently to  contend,  is  the  superior  natural  advan- 
tages of  the  foreign  artisan  3  and  I  will  now  call 
the  attention  of  t^  House  to  the  protection  which 
our  estabhshments  have  actually  receiv^ed  from 
this  Oovernment.    I  venture  to  assert,  that  since 
tbe  commencement  of  the  restrictive  system  in 
1807,  the  manufacturers  of  this  country  have  en- 
ioyed  an  unusual  and  artificial  stimulus  from  our 
le^slation  3  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  it  is 
this  extraordinary  stimulus  that  has  given  them 
that  ToracioQs  appetite  for  prohibition  which  noth- 
ing, it  seems,  but  the  absolute  protection  of  all 
rival  articles  can  satiate. 

Manufactures  not  protected !    Why,  sir,  during 
the  restrictive  svstem,  our  commerce  with  the 
manufacturers  ot  Europe  was  almost  eotirely  an- 
nihilated, and  our  own  manufacturers  had  little 
short  of  an  absolute  monopoly  of  the  home  mar- 
ket«     And- here,  sir,  let  me  call  the  attention  of 
these  practical  gentlemen,  who  so  contemptuously 
discard  every  theory  but  their  own,  to  the  efiect 
of  this  restrictive  system,  upon  the  distribution  of 
tbe  capital  and  labor  of  the  country.    During  the 
five  years  of  commercial  restrictions  which  prece- 
ded the  war  with  Great  Britain,  when  there  must 
have  existed  in  the  country  a  superabundance  of 
surplus, capital,  suddenly  disengaged  from  com- 
merce, we  find  that  manufactures,  notwithstand- 
ing they  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  prohibitory 
system,  made  but  a  very  slow  and  gradual  pro- 
gress.   If  gentlemen  would  duly  consult  this  por- 
tion of  our  experience,  I  think  it  would  at  least 
admonish  them  to  hf|ve  a  little  patience.    They 
Would  see  that,  under  any  possible  protection 
which  legislation  can  provide,  particularly  in  time 
of  peace,  when  there  is  no  extraordinary  consump- 
tion of  manufactures,  these  must,  in  the  very  na- 
ture of  things,  advance  by  slow  degrees.    It  can- 
not be  otherwise,  unless  we  ascribe  to  an  act  of 
Congress  the  roaffical  power  of  forcing  on  manu- 
factures beyond  the  natural  capacity  of  the  coun- 
try, either  to  produce  or  to  pay  for  them.    Yes,. 
sir,  it  would  he  well  for  us  to  reflect  that  it  is 
much  more  easy  to  diminish  the  Consumption 
than  to  increase  the  production  of  manufactured 
articles,  bv  prohibitory  legislation.     Such  was 
undoubtedly  the  efiect  of  the  Testrictive  system. 
Bat  the  measure  which  gare  the  strongest  impulse 
'  to  oor  manufactures,  was  the  war  of  1812.    And 
here  it  is  worth  remarking,  that  a  war  with  Eng- 
land gives  a  stimulus  to  manufactures,  which  no 
other  kind  of  protection  can  possibly  afford.    For, 
at  the  same  time  that  it  cuts  off  our  trade  with  the 
nation  that  principally  supplies  us  with  manufac- 
tures, it  compensates  the  diminished  consumption 


of  them  by  the  people,  by  the  extraordinary  con- 
sujnption  of  the  Government.  At  the  close  of  the 
war,  the  system  of  double  duties  was  continued 
till  18r6,  when  the  existing  tariff  was  enacted  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  sustaining  those  establish- 
ments which  the  war  had  brought  into  existence, 
against  the  extraordinary  influx  of  foreign  manC^ 
factures,  resulting  from  the  universal  restoration 
of  peace  in  Enrope.  And  while  I  contend  that 
the  tariff  pf  1816  afforded  a  most  liberal  protection 
to  the  manufacturing  interest,  1  most  perfectly 
accord  in  the  policy  which  dictated  that  measure. 
I  distinctly  recognise  the  principle,  that,  wherever 
large  investments  of  capital  have  been  made  in 
consequence  of  a  state  of  things  produced  by  the 
necessary  acts  of  the  Government  itself,  the  Gov- 
ernment is  under  a  mofal  obligation  to  extend  to 
the  interests,  thus  created,  a  reasonabla  protec- 
tion. 

But,  sir,  what  is  a  reasonable  protection  in  ^ch 
a  case?  Can  it  be  expected  that  the  manufac- 
turing interest  is  to  be  maintained  permanently 
in  the  same  deme  of  prosperity  tbiht  it  enjoyed 
during  the  war  7  That  it  is  to  be  exempted  from 
a  participation  in  that  general  distress  which  has 
pervaded  the  whole  community?  This  would 
not  only  be  unreasonable,  but  utterly  impractica- 
ble. Nothing  but  a  perpetuation  of  the  war  could 
have  accomplished  so  much  for  the  manufactu- 
rers. What,  sir,  was  the  lieht  in  which  the  tariff 
of  1816  was  viewed  by  the  liberal  statesmen  who 
then  supported  it  ?    It  was  intended  merely  to 


mitigate  the  shock  which  our  manufacturing 
tablishments  must  experience,  in  passing  from  a 
state  of  general  war  to  a  state  of  general  peace. 
More  than  this  was  neither  expected  nor  claimed 
by  the  manufacturers  themselves.  As  the  per- 
sons then  engaged  in  the  business  had  nobly  sus- 
tained the  war,  gratitude  mingled  with  justice  in 
the  policy  adopted.  But  no  intelligent  man  was 
so  visionary  as  to  expect  that,  when  the  ordinary 
channels  of  trader  so  long  obstructed,  were  sud- 
dealv  opened,  there  could  still  be  maintained,  by 
artificial  means,  the  same  demand  for  domestic 
manufactures  as  before.  It  wa?  apparent  that 
many  of  the  existing  establishments  must  go  down, 
and  that  neither  the  wisdom  nor  the  folly  of  hn- 
man  legislation  could  possibly  prevent  it.  And, 
sir,  such  has  been  the  fact.  £ight  years  of  pro- 
bation have  elapsed  since  the  passage  of  tbe  ex- 
isting tariff,  and,  if  policy  or  humanity  requnred 
it  of  us,  it  is  now  too  late  to  relieve  the  distresses 
of  those  manufacturers  who  made  their  invest- 
ments during  the  war.  Those  of  them  who  hare 
been  enabled  to  sustain  themselves  ^ill  this  time, 
under  the  extraordinary  pressure  of  the  four  or 
five  years  immediately  succeeding  1816,  when 
the  country  was  almost  literally  overwhelmed 
with  the  surplus  manufactures  of  foreign  estab- 
lishments, can  certainly  maintain  themselves  now, 
when  foreign  commerce  is  rapidly  returning  to  its 
ordinary  chaniiels,  and  contracting  within  its 
proper  limits.  Those  who  have  passed  through 
the  furnace,  do  not  require  to  be  protected  from 
the  ordinary  heat  of  the  sun.  And  it  is  a  fkct 
that  they  now  sUnd  firm,  and  constitate  the  most 
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prosperous  interest  of  the  country. .  As  to  those 
who  were  swept  away  during  the  disastrous  pe- 
riod to  which  I  hare  alluded,  they  are  irretrieva- 
bly destroyed,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  our  reme- 
dies^ unless,  indeed,  we  had  the  power  of  pro- 
ducing a  resurrection  by  an  act  of  legislation. 

It  is  obvious,  then,  that  the  protection  of  tnese 
establishments,  which  originated  in  the  war,  is 
not  the  object  of  the  present  bill.  It  does  not  even 
assume  this  modesty  of  pretension.  Doctrines  are 
90W  advanced,  which  never  entered  into  the  con- 
ception of  those  who  advocated  the  tariff  of  1816 — 
doctrines  which,  though  maintained  by  gentleioen 
who  have  waged  a  special  war  of  sneers  and  sar- 
casms against  the  theories  of  political  economy, 
throw  into  the  shade  the  boldest  theories  of  the 
French  economists.  We  are  now  told  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  a  paternal  Government  not  only  to 
protect  existing  interests  against  extraordinary  re- 
verses which  it  has  contributed  to  produce,  but  to 
Create  new  manufactures  and  new  pursuits,  by 
the  mere  energy  of  legislation.  The  people,  it  is 
said,  are  absolutely  idle  and  in  terete hedness.  for 
the' want  of  employment;  and  a  eentleman  from 
INew  York,  (Mr.  Wooa,)  who  often  edifies  the 
House  by  his  philosophical  speculations,  has  told 
us,  if  I  understood  him  correctly,  that  30  per  cent, 
of  our  TOpulation  are  actually  in  idleness  for  the 
want  ot  pursuits  to  which  their  labor  can  be  ap- 
plied. These  three 'millions  of  people,  who  are 
thus  destitute  of  employment,  as  the  gentleman 
has  demonstrated  by  statistical  tables  and  mathe- 
ntatieal  calculations,  (the  obvious  and  palpable 
facts  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,)  are  to  ob- 
tain employment  by  the  notable  expedient  of  an 
act  of  Congress ! 

[Mr.  Wood  here^explained*  His  argument  was, 
he  said,  that  thirty-three  per  cent,  of  our  popula- 
tion produce  no  more  than  fifteen  per  cent,  ought 
to  do.  Thirteen  and  a  half  per  cent,  only  of  our 
population,  he  calculated,  was  absolutely  em- 
ployed in  productive  industry,  and  in  this  propor- 
tion was  included  the  army,  navy,  and  public  offi- 
cers, amounting  to  thriee  and  a  half  per  cent.] 

I  am  glad,  resumed  Mr.  McDuffie,  that  the 
gentleman  has  removed  an  erroneous  impression 
from  my  mind  as  to  the  e(Uent  of  his  argument. 
Bat,  even  modified  and  limited  as  it  now  stands, 
it  will  be  difficult  -to  make  it  pass  current  for  a 
practical  argument  Is  it  in  the  power  of  tables 
and  calculations  to  make  any  man  seriously  be- 
lieve, in  oppositioii  to  the  evidence  of  his  own 
senses,  and  to  the  result  of  his  general  observation 
and  knowledge  of  the  country,  that  one  million  of 
our  population  are  not  only  idle,  but  destitute  of 
emplovment?  Shall  we  be  told,  in  a  country 
like  this,  abounding  with  almost  interminable 
wilds  of  fertile  lands,  that  a  lithe  of  the  people  are, 
suffering  for  the  want  of  something  to  do  ?  Sir, 
there  are  innumerable  avenues  (o  employment  in 
this  country,  and  if  any  man  were  to  make  his 
complaint  to  me  that  he  "was  without  employ- 
ment, I  could  tell  him  simply  to  go  to  tpork.  That 
is  the  obvious  remedy,  a  remedy  in  the  reach  of 
every  one ;  and,  if  it  were  more  generally  pursued, 
there  must  sooo  be  an  end  of  this  wretched  and 


delusive  dependence  upon  the  quackery  of  legisla- 
tion for  employment.    Sir,  I  boldly  assert  that 
there  is  not  a  single  individual  in  the  vast  extent 
of  this  Republic,  that  cannot  readily  obtain,  not 
only  employment,  but  such  an  employment  as  will 
enable  him  to  improve  his  condition.     This  is  the 
only  country  on  earth  where  a  common  laborer, 
of  industry  and  enterprise,  can,  in  the  course  of 
an  ordinary  lifetime,  besides  comfortably  support- 
ing himself  and  bis  family,  leave  to  his  childrea 
an  inheritance  of  real  estate :  and,  with  these  facts 
staring  us  in  the  face,  we  are  required  tp  beliere^ 
on  the^authority  of  tabular  statements,  that  the 
people  can  only  be  saved  from  suffering  and  dis- 
content, by  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  to  pro- 
vide them  with  employment.      The  gentleman 
from  New  York,  by  way  of  confirming  his  gen- 
eral conclusion,  has  stated  that  the  wages  of  a  la- 
borei^  in  bis  vicinity,  is  only  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  a  day.    In  answer  to  this,  I  can  only  say  to 
the  gentleman,  that,  if  his  distressed  neighbors 
will  only  make  a  transition  from  Long  Island  to 
any  other  point  in  the  whole  Union,  even  the 
most  unfavorable,  I  will  be  re.<mof|sible  for  their 
obtaining  fiftv  cents  per  da  v.    But,  as  the  cry  of 
distress  has  been  reiterated  until  it  has  made  a 
strong  impression  upon  the  country,  I  beg  lesfe 
to  recur,  with  a  view  to  illustrate  and  enforce 
them,  to  spme  remarks  which  I  offered  during  (he 
discussion  of  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging.    I  be- 
lieve the  causes  pf  the  disease,  and  the  teadency 
of  the  proposed  remedy,  to  .be  equally  miscon- 
ceived, as  to  some  portions,  at  least,  of  the  Union. 
I  stated,  on  the  occasion  to  which  I  have  referred, 
that  the  distresses  of  the  country,  such  as  they 
were,  resulted  from  the  change  of  circumstance!* 
occasioned  by  passing  from  a  state  of  war  to  a 
state  of  peace,  in  connexion  with  the  excess] re 
issues  of  bank  paper,  which  threw  forward  and 
increased  the  pressure  of  the  evil.    During  the 
war,  there  was  a  considerable  proportion  of  our 
population— those  engaged  in  the  military  service 
of  the  country — who  consumed  the  products  of 
the  grain-growing  States,  but  produced  nothing. 
All  those  States  which  were  near  the  theatre  of 
war,  found  a  ready  market,  and  high  money  prices 
for  their  grain.    To  them  the  war  was  ihercforea 
source  of  prosperity,  and  peace  was,  in  one  sense 
of  the  word,  regarded  as  a  calamity.  And  whence 
do  we  now  hear  the  loudest  complaints  of  distress? 
Whence  come  the  most  strenuous  demands  for  the 
passage  of  this  bill  1    From  the  very  points  of  the 
Union  which  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  war 
demand  and  war  prices -for  their  produce— New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Western  country. 
You  cannot  define  the  boundaries  of  any  State 
more  accurately,  than  you  can  trace  the  li^jJ^Jj'' 
the  region  of  country  iavorable  to  .this  tariff,  bv 
the  positions  of  our  armies  in  the  late  war,  and 
the  multiplication  of  banks  during  that  contest, 
and  sioce  its  termination.    Pennsylvania  and  toe 
Western  States  supplied  the  Northwestern  armfj 
and  I  believe  the  Qovernment  paid  as  high  as  one 
hundred  dollars  per  barrel,  at  the  theatre  of  war, 
for  flour  purchased  in  Ohio ;  a  Stale  now  unan- 
imous for  this  tariff.  New  York,  every  oae  knows, 
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was  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  extensive 
and  permanent  military  operations,  and  supplied 
namerous  armies  with  provisions.    Now,  it  hap- 
pens that  the  very  States  I. have  enumerated,  have 
been  most  afflicted  With  the  curse  of  banks  that^ 
did  not  pay  specie,  (a  delusive  expedient  to  per- 
petuate the  war  prices  and  war  prosperity,)  and 
nave  also  been  most  earnest  and  perse veripff  in 
their  appeals  to  this  Government  for  protection. 
New  Bng^land,  add  the  Southern  States,  on  the 
contrary — States  which  sustained  the  privations 
of  the  war  without  the  same  mitigating  circum- 
stances, and  from  necessity  regulated  their  enjoy- 
ments by  the  rules  of  a  severe  and  self-denying 
economy,  are  now  to  be  subjected  to  an  onerous 
taxation — apd  for  what  ?   Not  to  relieve  the  other 
States  from  positive  distress,  but  to  restore  certain 
interests  in  them,  to  the  state  of  artificial  prosper- 
ity which  they  enjoyed  during  the  war.    During 
the  whole  period  of  that  contest,  the  Southern 
country  was  deprived  of  a  market  for  its  great 
staples;  and  there  was  nothing  in  the  military  ope- 
rations of  the  Government  to  compensate  the  loss. 
Even  if  the  people  had  devoted  themselves  to  the 
growing  of  grain,  there  were  no  armies  in  the 
field  to  consume  it,  and  that,  like  their  cotton  and 
tobacco,  would'  have  remained  without  a  market. 
In  this  state  of  things  they  not  only  ceased  to 
make  any  progress  in  wealth,  but  were  compelled 
to  contract  their  accustomed  expenses,  and  use  an 
economy  before  unknown  to  them,  to  provide  a 
decent  maiotenaoee  for  their  families.     These 
habits  made  the  return  of  peace,  to  them,  the  har- 
binger of  prosperity.    It  is  a  dispensation  of  jus- 
tice resulting  from  the.  very  nature  of  thio^,  that 
those  who  suffer  the  greatest  privations  in  war, 
shall  be  least  aff|^ted  by  the  Changes  resulting  from 
the  restoration  of  peace. 

But,  sir,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  that  the  Middle 
and  Western  States  have,  at  this  moment,  as  large 
a  share  of  the  means  of  positive  enjoyment  as  any 
other  portion  of  the  Union.    Their  distresses  are 
relative,  and  in  a  great  degree  imaginary.    It  is 
not  what  they  are,  bnt  what  they  wer«,  that  causes 
the  prevailing  discontent.    The  reduction  of  an 
inflated  currency  has  reduceid  the  nominal  price 
of  property  ;  aild  the  man  who,  a  few  vears  past, 
estimated  his  wealth  at  fifty  thousand  dollars,  ftnd 
now  finds  it  only  twenty-five,  complains  of  his 
distresses  as  though  he  were  in  want  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life.    I  admit  that  the  Western  people 
are  ewbafrcasedy  but  I  deny  that  they  are  disireated, 
in  any  other  sense  of  the  word.    Where  is  the 
evidence  of  actual  suffering?    In  some  of  the 
Western  States,  I  am  informed,  they  have  no  poor 
lawsatalLand  such  a  being  as  a  pauper  is  scarcely 
Itnown.    Regarding,  therefore,  the  aggre^ite  en- 
joyments of  the  whole  community  as  the  true 
criterion  of  national  happiness,  i  should  select  the 
Western  States  as  the  part  of  the  Union  where 
the  highest  degree  of  prosperity  prevailed.    Indeed, 
sir,  I  believe  there  is  not  on  the  face  of,  the  earth 
a  region  of  country  of  equal  extent;  where  so  few 
are  snfferine  from  {Mverty,  and  where  the  means 
of  comfortable  subsistence  so  abundantly  reward 
the  toil  of  the  laborer.    It  is  not  distress,  I  repeat 


ity  but  discontent,  that  has  excited  this  rage  for 
creating  wealth  by  legislation.  To  prove  this,  I 
will  advert  to  another  standard  of  prosperity,  re- 
ferred to,  very  unfortunately,  I  thinx,  for  his  own 
purposes  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York,  to  whom  I  before  alluded.  He  told  us  that 
the  prosperity  of  a  natiqn  was  indicated  by  the 
fn crease  of  its  population  ;  and  then  favored  us 
with  a  beautiful  clisquisition  on  the  comforts  of 
matrimony,  and  the  duty  of  a  Government  to  pfc^ 
mote  it.  I  perfectlv  accord  with  these  views  of 
the  honorable  member;  but  I  must  be  permitted 
to  say,  that,  according  to  the  criterion  to  which 
he  "has  referred,  there  is  no  other  nation  so  pros* 
perous  as  the  United  States,  and  no  part  ot  tha 
Union  so  prosperous  as  that  from -which  we  hear 
so  much  about  their  distresses.  And  if  the  hon- 
orable member  wishes  to  promote  the  cause  of 
matrimony,  I  would  advise  him  to  send  his  twelve- 
and*a-halt  cents  per  day  laborers  to  the .  Western 
country.  What,  sir !  a  country  which  doubles  its 
population  in  ten  years,  call  upon  the  Govern- 
ment to  relieve  it  from  distress,  by  creating  new 
employments !  The  thing  will  not  bear'  exami- 
nation. The  historian  will  scarcely  be  credited, 
in  future  time,  who  ventures  to  record  it.  Permit 
me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  (o  a  few 
facts,  illustrative  of  this  part  of  the  subject,  which 
I  am  sure  will  not  be  disputed.  In  the  States 
where  the  public  lands  are  in  market,  you  Can 
purchase  land  of  the  first  quality  for  one  dollar 
and£fty  cents — one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents, 
says  a  gentleman  near  me — when  land  of  the 
same  quality  is  worth,  in  some  parts-of  the  Union, 
fifty  dollars  per  acre.  This  single  fact  spc»k8 
more  than  volumes  of  declamation  on  the  subject 
of  popular  suffering.  Indeed,  it  may  bc  safely  as- 
serted, parodoxical  as  it  may  seem,  that  the  imag- 
inary distresses  of  the  Western  country  proceed 
from  the  very  abundance  in  which  they  possess 
'  the  primary  aliment  of  national  wealth.  What 
is  their  complaint  ?  Not,  as  one  would  suppose, 
the  scarcity,  but  the  superabundance  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life.  And  here,  1  will  observe,  that 
nothing,  in  my  opinion,  has  contributed  more  to 
the  existing  derangement  in  the  elements  of  wealth 
in  the  Western  States,  than  bringing  the  public 
lands  into  market  injudiciously,  and  without  any 
regard  to  the  exisiiog  demand.  The  inevitable 
tendency  of  this  policy,  by  overstocking  the  nmr- 
ket,  is,  to  reduce  lands  to  the  minimum  price ;  and 
if  that  were  fixed  at  fifty  cents  per  acre,  the  land 
would  command  no  more.  The  consequence  is, 
that  the  people  purchase  large  quantities  of  pro- 
ductive lands,  which  have  alt  the  constituents  of 
value,  but  scarcity.  And,  because  they  have  not 
every  thing  else  in  proportion,  they  are  discontented 
and  restless.  And  I  will  avail  myself  of  this  oc* 
casion  to  declare,  that  I  never  will  give  my  vote 
to  bring  another  acre  of  the  public  lands  into  the 
market,  but  under  th.e  strongest  conviction  that 
there  is  a  fair  and  natural  demand  for  it.  Our 
very  system  converts  our  land  into  a  mere  drag 
in  the  market^  and  the  people  into  speculators. 

I  will  now  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  a  few 
words  especially  to  the  >  Representatives  of  the 
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West,  oa  the  subject  of  their  owd  interests.  A 
subject  upon  which  I  certainly  will  not  presume, 
to  instruct  them.  But  I  am  sure  they  will  excuse 
a  friendly  admonition,  when  I  state  the  par- 
ticular topic  to  which  it  relates.  I  am  well  as- 
sured that  the  permanent  prosperity  of  the  West 
depends  more  upon  the  improvement  of  the  means 
of  transporting  their  produce  to  market,  and  of 
receiving  the  returns,  than  upon  every  other  sub- 
ject to  which  the  legislation  of  this  Government 
can  be  directed. 

On  measures  of  this  description,  I  have  hereto- 
fore -given  them  my  earnest  and  cordial  support, 
Most  of  my  colleagues,  and  many  others,  who 
represent  the  Southern  portion  of  the  Union,  have 
pursued  the  same  course.  *  As  for  myself,  nothing 
will  induce  pie  to  chanee  my  views  or  conduct 
on  the  subject ;  but  I  submit  it  to  the  dispassion- 
ate consideration  of  the  Western  gentlemen,  whe- 
ther there  is  not  danger,  that,  by  urging  upon  us 
a  eastern  which  we  believe  to  be  oppressive^  they 
wiU  alienate  the  kind  feelings  of  the  portion  of 
the  country  to  which  I  have  alluded,  and  lose  its 
co-operation  in  relation  to  that  system  of  internal 
improvements,  which,  in  ray  opinion, 'is  of  more 
importance  to  the  West  than  all  the  tariffs  that 
oin  be  passed  in  half  a  century: 

I  will  al5o  present  another  view  of  certain  in- 
terests of  the  West,  which  are  intimately  connected 
with  the  portion  of  the  country  I  hav.e  the  honor 
to  represent. 

Gentlemen  are  aware  that  a  Very  profitable 
trade  is  carried  on  by  their  constituents  with  the 
Southern  country,  in  live  stock  of  all  descriptions, 
which  they  drive  over  the  mountains  and  sell  for 
cash.  This  extensive  trade,  which,  from  lis  pe- 
culiar character,  more  easily  overcomes  the  diffi- 
culties of  transportation  than  any  that  can  be 
substituted  ia  its  place,  is  about  to  be  put  in  jeop- 
ardy for  the  conjectural  benefits  of  this  measure. 
When  I  say  this  trade  is  about  to  be  put  in  jeop- 
ardy, I  do  not  speak  unadvisedly.  I  am  perfectly 
convinced,  that,  if  this  bill  passes,  it  will  have  the 
effect  of  inducing  the  people  of  the  South,  partly 
from  the  feeling,  and  partly  from  the  necessity 
growing  out  of  it,  to  raise  within  themselves,  the 
hve  stock  which  they  now  purchase  from  the 
West.  It  is  at  least  certain  that  more  will  be 
lost  in  this  trade,  than  is  gained  in  that  of  cotton 
basging. 

I  wiU  now  attempt  to  show  that  the  progress 
which  our  manufactures  have.made,  and  are  now 
making,  is  as  rapid  as  they  can  make  consistently 
either  with  their  own  prosperity  or  that  of  the 
country.  And  I  must  be  excused  for  saying  that 
the  attempt  to  make  this  a  great  manufacturing 
itation,  suudenlyj  and  by  a  single  sweep  of  legis- 
lation, is  more  mdicative  of  restlessness  thau  of 
wisdom.  The  country  seems  to  me  to  have  been 
excited  to  that  kind  or  ieelixig  which  actuates  an 
individual  speculator— <a  vain  desire  to  become 
wealthy  by  a  bold^  dash,  but  utterly  regardless  of 
the  maxims  of  prudence,  and  the  habits  of  indus- 
try and  economy,  which  are  indispensable  to  the 
attainment  of  his  objeot.  The  mends  of  this 
measure  appear  to  me  to  have  overlooked  entirely^ 


these  practical  considerations,  upon  which  the 
policy  of  such  a  measure  as  this  must  depead. 
The  progress  of  manufactures  must  be  reguuted, 
not  by  our  desires,  but  by  our  capacities.  Now,  I 
believe  there  is  no  proposition,  in  which  the  ges- 
tlemen  who  are  best  informed  on  the  subject  of 
manufactures  will  more  ^nerally  concur,  than 
that  it  is  essential  to  their  own  prosperity  that 
their  progress  should  be  slow  and  gradual.  Their 
success  depends  mainly  upon  capital  and  skill; 
and  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  they  can  advance, 
prosperously,  faster  than  the  one  is  accumolatedL 
and  the  other  acquired.  And  when  I  speak  oi 
capital  as  being  essential  to  the  progress  otmana- 
factures,  I  mean  surplus  capital — capital  which 
does  not  find  a  ready  employment  in  the  pre-ex- 
isting pursuits  which  have  produced  it.  it  is  ia 
vain  that,  gentlemen  tell  us  we  have  capital,  qq- 
less,  they  can  show  that  it  is  disengaged,  and  seek- 
ing investment.  And  here  I  will  remark  to  the 
gentlemen  from  the  Western  States,  and  the  in- 
terior of  the  Middle  States,  who  are  the  most 
strenuous  advocates  of  this  measure,  that  thejr 
cannot  participate,  to  any  considerable  extent,  in 
the  advantages  which  are  anticipated  from  this 
system.  Sir,  if  you  were  to  prohibit  commerce 
altogether,  manufactures  would  follow  capital; 
and  Boston,  Providence  and  Philadelphia,  the 
points  at  which  there  is  thej^reatest  accumulation 
of  it,  and  the  greatest  dimculty  of  invesUnent, 
woukI  realize  the  principal  part  of  the  benefit  re- 
sulting from  the  restriction.  Before  the  iotivior 
of  the  Middle  States  or  tbe  Western  States  can 
hope  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  this  system,  they 
must  be  protected  not  only  against  foreign  compe- 
tition, but  against  thi|t  of  New  England.  But  I 
have  heard  it  contended,  and  I  believe  the  argu- 
ment has  weight,  in  the  estimation  of  many^  that 
the  Boston  manufacturers  are  opposed  to  this  bill, 
because  they  dread  the  domestic  competition  thaf 
it  will  rear  up.  There  cannot  be  a  notion  more 
absolutely  fallacious  than  this,  as  will  be  seen 
upon  a  moment's  examination.  It  assumes  that 
the  Boston  manufacturers,  who- flourish  in  defi- 
ance of  foreign  competition,  cannot  compete  with 
those  domestic  rivals  who  are  now  claiming  the 
protection  of  the  Government,  and  who  admit 
that  they  cannot  sustain  the  foreign  competition  I 
This  involves  the  absolute  inconsistency  that  the 
weaket  rival  is  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  more 
powerful. 

Sir,  I  repeat  it,  tl\at  almost  the  entire  benefit  of 
anv  protection  you  can  extend  to  manufactures, 
will  be  engrossed  by  those  portions  of  the  Union 
to  which  I  have  referred,  as  having  superior  ad- 
vantages for  that  business.  Put  I  shall  be  told 
that  manufactories  do  already  exist  in  the  interior 
of  the  Middle  States,  and  in  some  of  the  Western 
Htates.  But  upon  what  principles  and  under  what 
circumstances  have  most  of  those  establishments 

frown  up  7  And  what  is  the  extent  of  the  mar- 
et  they  can  command  1  To  this  inquiry  I  ask 
the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  few  minutes.  I 
maintain,  sir,  that  the  manufactories  to  which  I 
have  just  alluded,  have  risen  up  and  fiourish  be 
cause  they  enjoy  a  sort  of  iocal  monopoly,  and 
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that  they  caanot  commancl  a  market  beyond  the 
sphere  of  that  mooopoly.    I  will  advert,  for  the 
purpose  of  explaining  this  view  of  the  subject,  to 
what  wa9  said  very  correctly  by  the  Speaker  the 
other  day — that  it  Was  better  for  a  people,  abound^ 
ing  ia  the  prodactsof  the  soil,  to  five  a  high  price 
for  manufactured  articles,  provided  they  could 
thereby  obtain  a  market  for  their  produce,  than  to 
obtain  manufactures  at  much  lower  prices,  from 
those  who  would  not  take  produce  in  excnange 
for  them.     Take,  for  example,  any  district  of 
country  in  the  interior,  producing  a  large  surplus 
of  grain,  'which  the  foreign  manufacturer  will  not 
take  in  exchange  for  *  his  fabrics.    Is  it  not  ob- 
vious that  the  rqanufacturer  who  wquld,  under 
these  circumstances, erect  his  establishment  in  the 
supposed  district,  and  take  the  products  of  the  soil 
in  exchange  for  his  manufactures,  would  enjoy  a 
perfect  monopoly  of  the  local  market,  and  w  ab- 
solutely   free  from  foreign  competition  ?  ^  The 
farmer  has  nothing  to  give  but  grain.    Thi^  the 
foreign  manufacturer  will  not  take.    It  is  to  no 
purpose,  therefore,  that  the  foreign  fabric  can  be 
purchased  cheaper,  if  the  only  tning  the  farmer 
has  to  givcwill  not  .be  taken  in  exchange  for  it. 
And,  on  the  other  hand,  the  farmer  can  well  affofd 
to  give  a«  higher  price  to  the  domestic  manufac- 
turer, who  will  give  him  a  food  price  for  his 
grain.    To  present  the  sanye  idea  in  another  view, 
the  value  ol  any  given  trade  depends  as  mgch 
upon  the  highness  of  the  price  of .  what  is  sold,  as 
upon  the  lowness  of  the  price  of  what  is  bought. 
It  results,  therefore,  that  the  foreign  manuihctu- 
let,  who  will  not  take  the  produce  of  the  farmer 
at  any  price^  must  be  absolutely  excluded  from 
the  competition,  with  the  domestic  manufacturer, 

{>rovided  the  latter  will  take  ijt,  eveti  at  a  very 
ow  price.     It  is  upon  the  same  principle,  that, 
within  a  very  small  sphere,  even  household  man- 
ufactures, in  one  sense  the  dearest  of  any,  can 
bold  a  competrtjon  with  those  made  by  the  most 
perfect  machinery.    The  error  of  the  argument 
however^  which  has  been  founded  upon  the  fore- 
going principles,  consists  in  the  assumption  that 
the  manniactures,  thus  sustained  by  local  monop- 
olies, can,  under  the  prot^tion  of  this  bill,  main* 
tain  a  competition  in  distant  markets,  (>eyond  the 
sphere  ef  4he  monopoly.    But  that  i^  ini^osaibie. 
In  fact  this-  bill  can  have  no  effect  at  all  in  favor 
of  those  manufactures ;  for  how  can  they  be  ben- 
eficed by  excluding  foreign   manufactures  that 
never  come  in  competition  with  them?    As  to 
the  more  distant  markets,  those  which  are  now 
Mipplied  by  foreign  commerce,  nothing  is  more 
certain  than  that  the  manufacturers  of  Boston^ 
Rhode  Island,  and  Philadelphia,  will  occupy  them. 
That  our  domestic  manufactures  cannot  hold  a 
successful  competition  with  those  of  other  nations, 
except  at  the  points  of  the  Union  most  eligibly 
situated,  and,  consequently,  that  the  attempt  to 
make  this  a  manufacturing  country,  in  a  much 
greater  extent  than  it  is  already,  is  unwise  and 
impracticable,  will  be  apparent^  from  a  few  con- 
siderations, to  which  I  s«olicit  the  attention  of  the 
House.    In  all  those  manufactures  Svhich  princi- 
pally result  from  manual  labor— ^uch,  for  examr 


pie,  as  iron — ^the  hi|[b  price  of  labor  hwe,  which 
IS  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  our  prosperity, 
renders  it  impossible  that  we  can  maintain  a  com- 
petition with  foreigners.  It  was  stated  hj  a  gen- 
tleman from  J^entucky,  ou  a  former  occasion,  that 
our  citizens  labored  but  eight  hours  a  day,  whereas 
the  manufacturers  of  Inverness  and  Dundee-  la- 
bored sixteen.  And,  he  asked,  emphatically,  if 
we  were  disposed  to  compel  our  population  to  la- 
bor sixteen  hours  per  day,  also?  I  answer,  no. 
But  is  it  not  evident  that,  if  our  manufacturers 
labor  only  eight  hours  a  day,.they  cannot  compete 
with  Uie  foreign ,  manufacturer,  who  labors  six- 
teen, even  if  they  are  equally  skilful  ?  Can  lei- 
sure contend  with  indastry,  unless  yott  give  it  a 
premiam  ?  I  do  not  coqipfain  that  our  citizens 
dev6te  less  time  to  labor  than  the  people  of  other 
countries.  I  rejoice,  on  the  contrary,  that  they 
can  live  more  comfortably  than  any  other  people, 
with  half  the  labor. ^  But  I  do  cdmplain  of  this 
attempt  to  divert  their  industry  into  pursuits,  in 
which  they  must  either  double  their  exertions,  be 
involved  in  ruin,  or  receive  a  bounty  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  country.  Indeed,  the  admitted  fac{^ 
that  a  common  laborer  in  this  country  receives 
double  the' wages  that  a  common  laborer  receives 
in  the  most  favored  nations  of  Europe,  and  labors 
little  more  than  half  the  time,  conclusively  de- 
monstrates  the  impolicy  of  protecting^  by  duties, 
those  manufactures,  of  the  price  of  which  labor  ia 
the  principal  constituent. 

But,  sir,  I  aimit  that,  owing  to  the  improved 
state  of  the  machinery  by  which  most  of  the  arti- 
cles we  import  are  fabricated,  (those.*  man ufac^ 
tured  of  wool  and  cotton,)  labor  constitutes  a  very 
inconsiderable  item  in  their  cost.    In  determining, 
therefore,  the  question  how  far  such  manufactures 
can  successfully  contend  with  foreign  competition, 
more  depends  upon  the  price  of  capital  than  upon 
the  price  of  labor.    How,  then,  stands  the  com- 
parison between  this  country  and  England,  as- 
suming the  rate  of  interest  as  the  standard-  of  th^t 
comparison  ?    The  rate  of  interest  in  this  country 
is  higher  than  it  is  in  Bnffliind,  in  the  proportion 
of  about  five  to  three.    The  English  manufac- 
turer, therefore,  has  the  decided  advantage,  indi^ 
catea  by  this  proportion,  over  the  American^  so 
far  as  capital  is  concerned ;  and  a  much  gpreater 
advantage,  so  far  as  labor  enters  into  the  estim^e. 
,  And  these  are  advantages  against  which  we  should 
have  to  contend,  even  if  oiht  machinery  and  skill 
were  equal  to  those  of  our  foreign  rivals.    The 
only  circumstances  which  can  tend  to  counter- 
balance the  disadvantages  under  which  we  thus 
labor,  are  the  superior  cheapness  of  the  raw  mate- 
rial, and  the  saving  of  the  charges  of  transporta- 
tion, which  are  incurred  upon  (he  imported  man-* 
ufacture.    The  former  advantage  exists  only  in 
the  case  of  manufactures  of  cotton ;  and  the  latter 
is  quite  inconsiderable,  owin^  to  the  very  small 
bulk  of  the  articles  imported,  in  proportion  to  their 
value.    The  tjnro  circumstances  taken  together, 
will  not  put  us  OB  a  footing  of  equality  with  the 
British,  even  in  relation  to  cotton  .&brics.    But, 
as  relates  to  woollensp  as  we  are  laying  a  hiffh 
duty  on  the  raw  material,  the  advantage  will  oe 
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on  the  side  of  the  British  manafiictiirer,  in  all  the 
coDstituents  of  the  price  of  his  fabric,  the  trans- 
portatioD  excepted.  In  this  comparative  view,  I 
nave  not  taken  into  consideration,  the  duties  im- 
posed upon  foreign  manufactures,  because  mv  ob- 
ject is  to  com}Mire  and  estimate  the  natural  ad- 
vantages of  this  country,  and  that  from  which  its 

-  principal  importations  are  made,  for  prosecuting 
the  manufacturing  business.  For,  it  is  only  when 
the  natural  advantages  of  our  own  country  are 
not  decidedly  inferior  to-  those  of  the  country 
which  supplies  us,  that  (he  application  of  artificial 
or  legislative  aids  can  be  expedient. 

Now,  w^  cannot  disguise  the  fact  that  Great 
Britain  ha^  n  decided  ascendency  over  us  in  the 
aggregate  of  natural  advantages  for  manufac- 
turer. She  has  a  vast  surplus  capital,  the  accu- 
mulation of  centuries.  We  have  very  little  capi- 
tal that  is  not  readily  absorbed,  either  in  the 
business  which  produces  it,  or  in  tsome  of  the  pre- 
existing pursuits  of  the  country.  She  has  a 
crowded  population,  driven,  from  the. necessity  of 
their  circumstances,  to  labor  for  a  bare  subsist- 
ence. We  hfcve  a  population  thinly  scattered 
over  a  vast  and  fertile  territory,  capable  of  sus- 
taining ten  times  the  number  of  human  beings 
that  now  inhabit  it.  While  these  permaneut  na- 
tural advantages  are'  against  us,  advantages  re- 
sulting essentially  from  time  and  the  progress  of 
population,  and  which  nothing  but  time  and  the 
progress  oi  population  can  counteract;  it  is  in 
vain  that  we  anempt  to  legislate  ourselves  into 
a  great  manufactunng  nation.  Nature  rises  up 
against  it,  and  every  attempt  to  countervail  her 
laws  must  be  impotent.  I  admit  that  it  is  possi- 
ble to  bring  our  machinery  to  perfection,  and  to 
acquire  manufacturing  skill  in  a  comparatively 
short  time.  These  results  may  illustrate  the  power 
of  genius.  But  what  human  power  can  suddenly 
give  this  nation  an  accumulated  surplus  capital, 
And  a  crowded  population;  or,  in  other  words, 

,  convert  a  young  country  into  ^n  old  one?  We 
have  all  the  advantages  of  a  youthful  and  grow- 
ing nation ;  and,  if  we  were  wise,  we  would  be 
satined  with  our  lot.  But  we  vainly  aspire  to 
attain  the  advantaj^es  peculiar  to  an  old  nation, 
without  participaung  in  the  disadvantages  of  age. 
If  capital  could  be  obtained  at  three  per  cent.,  and 
labor  for  half  its  present  price,  as  they  may  be  a 
century  hence,  I  have  no  doubt  we  could  surpass 
the  British  manufactu^rs  in  the  ezcellenee  and 
cheapness  of  their  fabrics.  But  would  any  one 
piirchaae  success  upon  such  conditions?  In  other 
words,  would  any  one  consent  to  reduce  the  in- 
come of  every  capitalist  in  the  country  thirty-five 
per  cent.,  and  of  every  laborer  fifty,  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  enabling  our  own  manuracturers  to  un- 
dersell the  British  in  our  own  markets? 

But,  sir,  even  if  it  were  true,  that  the  interest  of 
this  country  required .  that  we  should  give  an  ad- 
ditional encouragement  to  manufaolures,  I  think  it 
can  be  shown  that  this  is  almost  as  injudicious  a 
measure  as  could  be  devised  for  that  object.'  It  is 
obvious  that  the  cotton  and  woollen  are.  the  only 
manufactures  of  any  importance,  which  can  claim 
to  be  protected,  consistently  with  the  jgeneral  in- 


terest of  the  country.    These  are  made  by  machi- 
nery ;  and  nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  it  is 
sucn  manufactures  only,  that  we  can  hope  to  mike 
as  cheap  as  we  can  import  them.     Now,  let  ns  ex- 
amine the  provisions  of  this  bilL  as  they  bear  apoo 
these  two  oescriptions  of  manufacture.    As  to  cot- 
ton fabrics,  no  pHrotection  is  claimed  bjr  those  maa- 
ufactor^rs  who  have  made  the  largest  investmeats, 
and  have  the. deepest  interest  in  them:  but  pro- 
teetioii  is  obtruded  upon  them  by-  the  officious 
kindness  of  those,  who,  it  seems,  understand  their 
interest  better  than  they  do  themselves,    fiut  as  to 
woollen  fabrics,  although  they  are  protected  bv  ol- 
ttmate  increase  of  twel^  and  a  half  per  cent,  daty, 
yet  this  is  fully  counterbalanced  by  the  ultimate 
increase  of  forty-five  per  cent,  duty  on  the  raw 
material.    There  cannot  be  a  greater  inconsisteaey 
than  that  in  a  bill  professedly  designed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  domestic  manufactures,  the  ,raw  ma- 
terial of  one  of  the  most  important  of  those  maott- 
iaetures  should  be  subject  to  a  much  higher  duty 
than  the' manufactures  themselves!     And  here! 
will  advert  to  an  authority  which  has  not  only  es- 
caped ''the  denunciations  of  the  advocates  of  this 
measure,  but  received  their  most  unqualified  eulo- 
gies— ^I  mean  the  authority  of  Alexander  Hamiltoa 
— of  whom,  whatever  odium  the  party  confilct^of 
his  time  may  hate  cast  upon  his  political  charac- 
ter, I  will'  say,  that  this  country  has  never  pro- 
duced a  statesman  of  higher  endowments.    Aad 
although  I  widely  differ  with  him  as  to  what  are 
said  to  have  been  his  views  of  the  principles  of  oar 
Government,  yet  none  of  his  contemporaries,  ua- 
less  Washington  be  an  exception,  entertained  more 
profound  and  correct  vi€ws  of  its  policy.    The 
name  of  Hamilton  has  been  introduced  Into  this 
discussion,  as  a  sanction  to  the  heterogeneous  pro- 
visions of  this  bill.    I  wish  to  Gk>d,  sir,  he  were 
living  and'^'present,  to  vindicate  himself  from  so 
unjust  an  imputation  i    Recurring  to  his  recorded 
opinions,  what  does  he  recommend?    That  a 
heavy  duty  should  be  laid  upon  un manufactured 
wool  ?    The  very  reverse.    He  recommended  not 
only  that  it  should  be  imported  duty  free,  but  that 
a  bounty  should  be  given  upon  the  importau'oa. 
If  you  really  desire  to  promote  abd  protect  do- 
mestic manufactures,  it  is  onr  true  policy  to  en- 
courage, instead  of  discouraging,  the  importation 
of  the  raw  material,  so  that  the  manufacturer  mar 
.obtain  it  as  cheap  as  practicable.    Bat  instead  of 
this,  you  absolutely  lay  almost  a  prohibitory  duty 
upon  the  raw  material.    Upon  what  can  this  be 
founded,  unless  upon  the  erroneous  and  uojosti- 
fiable. policy  of  buying  up  difi*erent  interests  to 
insure  the  ^passage  of  the  bill  ?    I  presutne  f  mar 
use  this  languaj^e  without  offence,  as  some  gratie- 
men  have  distinctly  avowed  that  they  view  this 
measure  as  a  compromise  of  interests;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  one  provision  is  to  be  r^^^ded  as  the 
consideration  for  another.    But,  sir,  I  do  most 
earnestly  protest  against  this  principle,  as  one  ot 
the  most  dangerous  that  can  be  introduced  ioto 
our  legislation.   Each  provision  should  stand  upon 
its  own  separate  and  distinct  merits,  and  if  itcaor 
not  be  sustained  in  this  way,  it  ought  to  be  atttn- 
doned.    But,  in  relation  to  this  article  of  wool,  it 
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is  a   mistaken  notioo  to  suppose  that  you  really 

{iromote  the  interest,  even  ol  the  wool  grower,  by 
ayiog  a  hea?y  duty  upon  foreign  wool.  The 
only  efieetual  motie  m  benefiting  the  wool-grower, 
is  to  increase  the  domestic  manufacture,  and,  con- 
sequently,  the  demand  for  wool;  but  you  defeat 
this  object  precisely  in  the  de£;ree  that  you  increase 
the  duty  on  the  raw  raateriaf.  Great  Britain  has 
recently  made  an  experiment  upon  this  very  sub- 
ject, 'which  is  not  unworthy  of  our  attention.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  with  a  view  to  re- 
concile the  ianded  interest  to  a  considerable  in- 
crease of  taxes,  laid  a  duty  of  six  pence  per  pound 
on  foreign-  wool)  which  has,  theretofore,  been  sub- 
ject to'^a  nominal  .doty  only.  The  consequence 
^was,  that  the  export  of  woollen  nuinufactures  was 
rapidly  reduced,  the  market  for  domestic  wool, 
and  consequently  its  pricey  were  diminished,  and 
all  the  inteiests  connected  with  wool  were  seriously 
injured. 

Bnt,  sir,nhere  are  various  other  articles  embraced 
in  this  bill,  the  duty  upon  which,  so  far  from  pro- 
moting manufactures,  will  operate  directly  against 
them.  Iron,  which  enters  largely  into  the  cost  of 
the  machinery  used  in  all  the  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments— and  hemp,  a  raw  material  used  in 
▼arions  manufactures,  which  we  propose  to  en- 
courage, are  considered  by  the  friends  of  this  mea- 
sure as  two  of  the  leading  articles  entitled  ta  the 
protection  Of  Government.  Indeed,  we  are  told 
thatihisis.nota  bill  for  the  protection  of  manu- 
factures merely,  but  for  the  protection  of  home 
industry.  The  argument  is,  that  we  ogght  to  dis- 
courage, by  duties,  the  importation  of  every  arti- 
cle which  can  be  produced  at  home,  whether  it  be 
the  product  of  manufactur^or  agriculture.  Sir, 
there  never  prevailed  in  an  enlightened  body  so 
perfect  a  delusion.  It  assumes  that  foreign  com- 
merce is  a  national  evil,  that  every  nation  that  can 
furnish  vs  with  the  articles  we  consun^e  cheaper 
than  we  can  make  them,  is  an  enemy  to  our  pros- 
perity; and,  in  a  word,  that  we  should  be  more 
prosperous  and  wealthy,  if  there  were  no  country 
in  exislence  but  our  own.  Disguise  it  as  you  may, ' 
sir,  this  scheme  of  protecting  home  industry  in  the 
general,  without  reference  to  the  kind,  involves 
the  almost  en  tire -annihilation  of  foreign  commerce. 
It  embraces  within  its  proscription,  as  I  stated  on 
a  former  occasion,  almost  every  ic^portant  article 
of  human  consumption.  When  it  is  urged  that 
too  much  of  our  capital  and  labor  are  applied  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  that  we  ought  to  encour- 
age manufactures,  because  we  have  not  a  due  pro- 
portion of  our  industry  devoted  to  that  essential 
orapch  of  nationaiVealth ;  though  I  believe  that 
existing  lawaand  the  natural  course  of  thinss, 
will  afford  all  tfie  encouragement  that  ought  to  he 
desired  ;  yet  I  can  understand  the  argument.  It 
is  not  only  intelligible,  but  plausible.  But  when 
it  is  contended  that  we  must  protect  and  encour- 
affe,  by  duties  on  rival  productions,  not  onl^  man- 
nfacturing  industry,  of  which  it  is  alleged  we  have 
too  little,  but  agricultural^  of  which  we  have  too 
much,  I  confess  myself  utterly  at  a  loss  to  compre- 
hend what  is  the  practical  end  at  which  gentlemen 
are  aimiag.    But,  whatever  may  be  their  aim,  it  is 


certain  that  the  result  of  their  system  would  be  the 
destruction  of  commerce.  If  we  make  every  thing 
we  consume  at  home,  we  will,  of  course,  import 
nothing;  and  if  we  import  nothing,  it  is  a  self- 
evident  proposition  that  we  can  export  nothing. 

Sir,  we  have  been  urged  to  the  adoption  of  this 
measure  by  the  highest  considerations  that  can  be 
addressed  to  the  patriotic  spirit  of  a  free  people — 
we  have  been  told  that  it  is  essential  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  country  and  the  defensive  power 
of  the  Government.  No  man  can  be  more  sensi- 
ble to  these  considerations  than  I  am ;  and  by  no 
one,  I  t>elieve,  have  they  been  more  sincerely  and 
anxiously  regarded.  There  is  no  sacrifice  essen- 
tial to  the  independence  and  safety  of  the  country 
that  I  would  not  make.  I  would  disdain  the 
huckstering  spirit  that  would  even  count  the  cost 
of  these  objects.  Bnt,  if  I  am  not  greatly  in  error, 
the  bearing  of  this  measure  upon  our  independ- 
ence and  safety  as  a  nation,  is  precisely  the  reverse 
of  what  gentlemen  have  supposed.  I  believe  there 
is  no  proposition  relative  to  the  policy  of  .this 
country,  in  which  politicians  of  all  parties  so  g^en- 
erally  concur^  as  that  the  Navy  is  the  most  im- 
portant arm  of  our  defence.  Now,  the  naval 
power  of  the  country  absolutely  aepends  upon  its 
commerce  and  navigation;  and  you  impair  the 
one  precisely  rn  the  proportion  that  you  diminish 
the  others.  The  sailors  who  fight  your  battles  in 
war,,  must  be  trained  in  your  merchant  ships  dur- 
ing peace.  You  may  build  ships,  bnt  you  cannot 
make  sailors,  upon  an  emergency.  How,  then, 
stands  the  argument  on  the  subject  of  national 
defence  and  national  independence?  In  order  to 
provide  iron,  and  hemp,  and  clothing — articles  of 
which  the  production  could  be  increased  so  as  to 
meet  all  the  demands  of  the  country  in  six  months 
from  the  declaration  of  war— *you  destroy  the  ele- 
ments of  our  naval  power,  which  cannot  exist  in 
war,  if  they  are  not  created  in  peace,  by  the  slow 
and  gradual  operation  of  commerce. 

But  we  have  been  informed,  in  the  cout«e  of 
this  debate,  that  this  measure  will  have  the  effect 
rather  to  increase  than  diminish  our  foreign  com- 
merce !  A  most  extraordinary  anticipation,  cer- 
tainly; and  it  requires  the  most  unlimited  faith  in 
the  efficacy  of  political  nostrums,  to  believe  it  can 
be  realized.  Our  commerce  now  consists  in  ex- 
changing the  productions  of  our  soil  for  the  manu- 
factures and  peculiar  productions  of  other  coun- 
tries. The  great  mass  of  our  imports  consists  of 
manufactures.  • 

Now,  the  professed  object  of  this  measure  is  to 
provide  a  suostitnte  for  foreign  fnanufactures,  and 
thereby  prevent  their  importation.  Is  it  not  self- 
evident,  theq,  that  you  will  diminish  our  existing 
commerce  precisely  to  the  extent  that  you  aug- 
ment your  domestic  manufactures?  But  this 
wonder-working  bill,  it  seems,  is  to  furnish  a  sub- 
stitute for  those  branches  of  our  foreign  commerce 
that  (it  will  destroy  if  If  any  thing,  on  such  a  sub- 
jecty  is  susceptible  of  demonstration,  I  think  it  is 
the  delusiveness  of  such  an  expectation.  Of  what. 
I  ask,  is  this  new  commerce  to  consist  ?  It  will 
be  at  onee  perceived  that  it  cannot  exist  without 
newarttclesy  both  of  exportation  and  importation. 
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What,  then,  shall  we  be  enabled  to  export  that 
ve  do  not  now  I  Manufactures,  it  is  said.  But, 
cap  it  be  seriously  contended  that  manufactures, 
which  cannot  hold  a  competition  with  the  foreign 
in  our  own  markets,  with  the  hea?y  duties  which 
have  existed  for  the  last  eight  years,  but  require 
the  additional  protection  provided  in  this  hill,  can 
maintain  a  successful  competitioQ  in  foreign  mar- 
kets? In  other  words,  when,  with  an  average 
protection  (including  duties  and  transportation) 
of  at .  least  thirty  per  cent,,  we  cannot  command 
the  home  market,  hoi^r  is  it  possible  thfit  we  can 
GomnMind  the  foreign  markets,  in  which  we  shall 
have  no  such  protection  ?  1  do  pronounce  it  to 
be  absolutely  a  visionary  expectation.  For  a( 
least  ^lialf  a  century  to  come,  the  British  manu- 
facturers will  exclude  us  from  foreign  markets. 
A  few  occasional  exceptions,  resulting  from  pe- 
culiar circumstances,  do  not  weaken  the  general 
proposition. 

But,  another  inquiry  Remains  to  be  made  in  re* 
lation' to  the  commerce  which  is  to  compensate 
for  that  which  we  destroy.  What  description  of 
articles  shall  we  import  in  this  new  commerce  ? 
Il  cannot  be  manufactures,  for  our  policy  excludes 
these  of  course.  T^ev  are  to  be  our  exports  under 
this  new  system.  What,  then,  shall  we  import  ? 
The  productions  of  the  soil?  These,  we  are  told, 
are  superabundant,  and  literally  rotting  on  our 
hands  for  the  want  of  a  market.  This  new  com* 
merce,  then,  is  to  realize-the  splendid  but  empty 
vision  of  exporting  every  thing  and  importing 
nothing!  By  such  a  commerce,  we  should  cer- 
tainly avoid  one  evil  which  haunts  the  imagina- 
tions of  some  gentlemen :  The  balance  of  trade 
would  never  be  against  us.  But,  sir.  let  us  exam^ 
ine  this  subject  a  little  more  minutely.  It  is  said 
we  shall  export  our  mapufactures  to  South  Ame- 
rica^  There  we  shall  come  in  competition  with 
British  manufactures.  Admitting,  for  a  moment, 
that  we  could  sell  our  manufactures  as  cheap  as 
the  British  eotild  sell  theirs  in  the  markets  of 
South  America,  yet  we  should  be  excluded,  be- 
cause that  country  produces  nothing  that  we 
want-,  but  precisely  that  which  our  rivals  want 
The  ffreat  staple  of  South  America  will  be  un- 
manufactured cotton,  which  is  the  great  staple  of 
this  country  also.  And  nothing  can  be  more  idle 
than  to  calculate  upon  a  profitable  commerce,  or, 
indeed,  any  commerce  at  all,  between  two  coun- 
tries that  produce  precisely  the  same  articles  for 
exportation.  The  argument,  therefore,  that  our 
commerce  wiU  not  be  diminished  by  this  svstem, 
is,  in  my  judgment,  utterly  fallacious.  And  «ven 
if  it  were  true,  in  point  of  fact,  that  a  new  com- 
merce C9uld  be  substituted  for  that  which  we  cut 
off,  it  would  only  be  giving  up  a  natural  and  pro- 
fitable, for  a  forced  and  unprofitable  trade.  And 
here  I  will  remark  that  there  seems  to  be  a  palpa- 
ble inconsistency  in  the  arguments  of  the  advo- 
cates of  this  measure.  They  tell  us,  in  one  breath, 
that  their  object  is  to  relieve  the  country  from-its 
dependence  on  foreign  commerce,  and  in  the  next, 
that  our  foreign  commerce  will  be  increased.  If 
this  latter  proposition  be  true,  our  dependence  on 
foreign  commerce  will  be  greater  under  the  pro- 


posed system  than  it  now  b.  And,  unless  it  otti 
oe  shown  that  this  measure  will  produce  two  o^ 
posite  and  inconsistent  effects  at  the  same  time,  it 
will  be  difficult  to  make  out  the  proposition  that 
our  commerce  will  be  increased,  and  our  depend- 
ence on  commerce  diminished.. 

Iwill  now  invite  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
a  few  remarks  as  to  the  practical  opetationof  tlus 
bill  upon  the  commtmity*    Whatever  may  be  its 
effect  upon  domestic  manufactures,  I  speak  advis- 
edly when  I  say  it  will  operate  as  a  tax  upon  the 
people  to  the  extent  of  at  least  four  millioDs  of 
dollars.    And  whether  the  proceeds  of  this  tax 
shall  go  into  the  national  Treasury  or  into  ti» 
pockets  of' individuals,  the  thing  about  which  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  is,  that  the  tax  will  be  paid  by 
the  people.    If  it  shall  operate  merely  as  a  revenue 
measure,  it  will  not  benefit  the  manufacturers, 
and  is  subject  to  the  ol^ection  that  it  is  unneces- 
sary, and   therefore  oppressive,  taxation.    If  it 
shall  operate  to  exclude  forei|rn  manufactures,  it 
is  liable  to  the  t[tiil  greater  objection  of  being  DOt 
only  an  oppressive,  but  aa  unproductive  tax.  The 
people  pay,  but  the  Government  does  not  receive. 
In  point  of  fact,  it  will  probably,  for  a  short  time, 
operate  parlly  as  a  productive,  and  partiy«s  an 
unproductive,  tax ;  partly  as  an  increase  o(  tbe 
revenue,  and  partlv  as  a  bounty  to  the  roaaufac- 
turing  interest.  '  But  we  are  advised  to  submit 
quietly  to  these  burdens,  and  to^be  satisfied  with 
the  assurance  that  we  shall,  at  some  future  time^ 
obtain  the  domestic  manufacture  a^s  cheap  as  we 
can  import  the  foreign.    Let  ua  examine  tbis  idea 
for  a  moment.     And  I  would  remark^  at  (he 
threshold  of  the  examination,  that  it  is  not  soffi- 
cient  for  gentlemen  to  show  that  the  articles  for 
which  they  claim  protection  can  be  made  at  home 
(u  (htap  as  they  can  be  imported  from  abroad  un- 
der our  system  of  revenue  duties  \  bat  they  must 
furthejcshdw  that  they  can  be  made  as  cheap  as  the 
foreign  articles  could  be  imported  if  there  were  oq 
revenue  duties  levied  upon  them.    Suppose,  for 
example,  that  the  gentlemen  could  clearly  make 
out  their  case,  that  all  the  manufactures  we  im- 
port can  be  made  at  home  precisely  as  cheap  as 
we  ftow  import  them,  but  no  cheaper ;  and,  io  make 
the  illustration  more  complete,  suppose  tbat.they 
actually  were  made  at  home,  and  that  the  foreign 
importation  had  ceased.    What  would  be  the  re- 
sult?   It  is  true  we  should  obtain  the  articles  as 
cheap  as  we  do  now,  but  we  should  lose  the  whole 
revenue  of  the  country  derived  frooi  imposts,  aod 
be  compelled  to  resort  to  other  sources  of  reveaue. 
Even,  therefore,  in  the  case  iiupposed,  the  coim- 
try  would  sacrifice  above  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars  per  annum  at  the  sh»ine  of  this  aati-commer- 
eial  system.   And  this  is  the  strongest  cto  whieh 
can  be  supposed  in  favor  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures.   The  supposition  thiit  they  can  ever  be 
made  as  cheap  as  the  foreign  fabrics  could  be  ip' 
ported  free  of  duty,  is  too  extravagant  to  be  in- 
dulged for  a  moment.    And  yet  this  soppositioo, 
chimerical  as  it  is,  must  be  realized  before  any 
benefit  can  result  to  the  country  frotn  this  mea- 
sure, to  compensate  the  great  and  palpable  sacri- 
fices which  It  involves. 
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Ltookiog  to  the  operation  of  this  measure  apoa ) 
the  different  classes  of  the  community,  it  may  be 
fairly  stated  as  its  general  result,  that  it  will  sacri- 
fice the  laboring  classes  for  the  benefit  of  the  cap- 
italists. And  when.  I  say  ca|)ita}i8ts,  I  include  as 
'well  those  who  employ  capital  in  some  of  the 
products  of  agriculture,  as  in  manufactures.  You 
propose  to  protect,  by  duties,  not  only  manufac- 
tures, but  wool^  hemp,  and  even  srain.  Ridiculous 
as  the  duty  upon  this  last  article  is,  it  serves  ad- 
mirably to  illustrate  the  genius  of  the  system. 

Although  the  ndanufacturing  interest  makes  the 
most  prominent  figure  in  this  scheme  of  protec- 
tion, the  questionjs  no  longeE  between  the  manu- 
facturing and  agricultural  interests,  but  between 
all  those  who  produce  more  than  they  consume  of 
the  articles  subject  to  duty,  and  those  who  purchase 
that  surplus  production.    From  this  it  is  obvious, 
that  but  a  very  small  ])art  of  the  community  can 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  this  system,  which  operates 
as  a  permanent  tax  upon  the  remainder.    As  to 
the  manufacturers  we  kqow  their  number  is  ex- 
ceedingly small  in  comparison  with  the  aggregate 
of  pur  population.    But  the  smallness  of  the  num- 
ber of  farmers  who  can  be  benefited  by  this  bill, 
is  not  so  obvious.   There  exists  a  delusion  on  this 
point,  which  is  easily  re.moved.    It  is  supposed 
that  the  great  mass  of  the  farmers  will  participate 
in  the  bounties  provided.    But  every  practical 
observer  must  know,  in  relation  to  wool,  for  ex- 
ample, that  a  great  majority  of  the  farmers  cah 
produce  no  more  than  they  consume  in  their  Qwn 
families,  it  will  be  the  more  wealthy  farmers,  there- 
fore, who  will  realize  the  advantages,  such  as 
they  may  be,  of  this  compromise  with  the  manu- 
facturers, while  the  small  farmers  and  the  whole 
class  of  mere  laborers  will  be  compelled  to  bear 
the  burdens  of  the  system,  such  as  they  certainly 
are,  without  the  slightest  equivalent.    iNo  man 
has  pretended,  no  man  will  venture  to  assert,  that 
the  price  of  labor  will  he  increased  by  this  mea- 
sure.   That,  sir,  the  thing[  which  most  deserves 
encouragement^  is  left  unbountied  to  its  fate.    I 
do  pronounce  it,  that  this  is  a  combination,  not 
only  of  the  few  against  the  many,  but  of  the  weal- 
thy against  the  poor ;  we  take  from  those  who 
have  not,  and  give  to  those  who  have.    I  speak 
with  studied  precision  when  I  say,  that  those  who 
consume  what  they  do  not  make^  are  taxed  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  make  what  they  do  dot  con- 
sume.   These  are  the  true  antagonist  powers  of 
this  system. 

The  expeHenceof  Great  Britain,  of  whose  pros- 
perity we  nave  had  such  extravagant  descriptions, 
furnishes  a  most  striking  and  conclusive  illus- 
tration of  that  tendency  of  the  protecting  system 
which  I  am  now  considering.  It  is  true,  that 
Great  Britain  is  a  nation  of  vast  power  and  re- 
sources. To  the  eye  of  a  distant  beholder,  she 
undoubtedly  presents  a  splendid  spectacle.  But 
history,  while  it  records  the  achievements  of  her 
policy  and  her  arms,  says  nothing  of  the  condition 
of  her  people.  If  you  but  look  beyond  the  daz- 
zling surface,  you  will  see  a  vast  population 'push- 
ing their  kidustry  to  the  utmost  extent  of  their 
physical  power,  for  a  bare  subsistence,  to  say  noth- 


ing of  the  great  proportion  (about  one-sixth,  I  be- 
lieve, of  the  whole  number)  who  are  absolutely 
or  partially  dependent  upon  public  charity.  Yes, 
sir,  the  fact  is  so  universally  true  in  that  country, 
that  the  wages  of  labor  never  rise  higher  than  to  the 
point  at  which  the  laborer  can  barely  subsist  and 
perpetuate  his  race — that  it  is  laid  down  by  the 
British  writers  on  the  subject,  as  a  settled  princi- 
ple of  political  economy.  If,  from  disease  or  other 
casualty,  a  laborer  is  unable  to  work  for  a  week, 
he  runs  the  risk  of  perishing.  It  never  enters  into 
the  calculation  of  the  British  laborer  to  improve 
his  condition  in  life;  and  it  is  in  the  power  of 
very  few,  even  to  lay  up  a  pittance  for  the  future. 
Such  is  the  condition  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people  of  Great  Britain,  who  have  been  charac- 
terized by  tj^e  Speaker  as  the  happiest  people  on 
earth,  and  held  up  to  us  for  our  special  admiration. 

But,  sir,  even  if  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of 
Great  Britain  were  much  greater  than  they  are, 
upon  what  principle  of  sound  reasoning  can  they 
be  ascribed  to  her  system  of  commercial  restric- 
tions? I  am  ready  to  admit,  if  gentlemen  desire 
it,  that  her  prosperity  is  derived  mainly  from  her 
manufactures ;  but  I  unequivocally  deny  that  these 
have  been  fostered  into  existence  by  the  restric- 
tive system.  A  few  palpable  facts  of  her  history 
will  render  this  apparent.  Which  of  her  manu- 
factures have  been  the  great  sources  of  her  pros- 
perity ?  Those  of  cotton,  wool,  and  iron,  undoubt- 
edly. Will  any  gentleman  venture  to  say  that 
these  have  derived  their  prosperity  from  the  pro- 
tecting system  ?  Where,  air,  is  the  nation  that 
ever  ^r  a  moment  held  a  competition  with  Great 
Britain  in  cotton  fabrics,  and  against  whom, 
therefore,  protection  was  necessary?  From  the 
first  moment  of  its  existence,  this  manufacture  in 
Great  Britain,  like  the  raw  material  in  our  South- 
ern States,  set  all  competition  at  defiance.  Nei- 
ther ever  needed  or  received  the  protection  of 
Grovernment.  Both  have  succeeded,  because  the 
countries  in  which  they  respectively  flourish  are 
peculiarly  adapted  to  their  production.  The  same 
remarks  are  true  (though  not  so  ^strikingly  true) 
in  relation  to  manufactures  of  wool  and  iron.  On 
the  contrary,  those  manufactures  which  have  been 
forced  into  existence  by  artificial  stimulants^  are 
regarded  by  all  the  enlightened  statesmen  or  the 
present  day  as  so  many  obstacles  to  British  pros- 
perity. This  is  emphatically  true  in  relation  to 
the  manufactures  of  silk.  In  fact,  sir,  you  miff ht 
as  well  tell  me  that  the  muscular  energy  of  a 
giant  is  derived  from  the  fetters  he  sunders  into 
atoms,  as  that  the  prosperity  of  Great  Britain  is 
derived  from  her  restrictive  system. 

But  we  have  been  admonished  to  adopt  this 
3ystem)  with  a  view  to  countervail  the  restric- 
tions and  bounties  by  which  other  nations  sustain 
their  domestic  industry ;  and  it  was  conceded  by 
the  Speaker,  that,  if  all  other  nations  would  pur- 
sue the  same  liberal  policy,  it  might  be  expedient 
to  leave  commerce  unshackled.  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  meet  the  gentleman  upon  this  ground  ; 
and  if  I  do  not  show  that  the  principal  restriction 
which  the  existing  laws  of  foreign  countries  im- 
I  pose  upon  our  commence  operates  as  a  protection 
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to  oar  manufactures,  lastead  of  giving  them  a 
claim  to  the  protection  of  this  Gtovernment,  I  will 
acknowledge  my  entire  ignorance  of  the  subject. 
What,  then,  is  the  principal  restriction  of  which 
we  complain  ?  It  is  the  exclusion  by  Great  Brit- 
ain of  our  grain  from  her  market.  And  what  claim 
does  this  give  our  manufactures  to  the  interfer- 
ence of  Confi^ress  ?  How  does  it  operate  against 
them  7  On  the  contrary,  is  it  not  perfectly  appa- 
rent that  it  operates  in  a  two-fold  manner  to  give 
tbem  an  advantage  over  their  British  rivals?  By 
raising  the  price  of  grain  in  England,  it  enhances 
the  price  of  labor  there ;  and  by  diminishing  the 
price  of  grain  here,  it  also  dimmishes  the  wases 
of  the  laborer  here.  As  far,  therefore,  as  labor 
enters  into  the  price  of  manufactures,  this  very 
restriction  (of  British  policy)  is  a  dii^ct  encour- 
agement to  our  manufacturmg[  industry.  But, 
perhaps  gentlemen^  will  sdy,  it  is  the  growers  of 
prrain  whose  interests  require  us  to  countervail  this 
injurious  restriction.  But  how  do  you  propose  to 
accomplish  this  object?  The  Britisn  Government 
injure  our  farming  interest  by  excluding  our  grain 
and  reducing  its  price !  And  we  are  called  upon 
to  relieve  the  farmer,  not  by  increasing  the  price 
of  the  grain  which  he  has  to  sell,  but  of  the  man- 
ufactures which  he  must  purchase !  Sir,  there  is 
more  spirit  than  wisdom  in  such  a  policy  as  this: 
it  defeats  its  own  object. 

I  will  now  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  another 
view  of  this  subject,  to  which  our  attention  was 
called  by  the  Speaker.  He  told  us  that  this  Gov- 
ernment ought  to  pursue,  as  nearly  as  practicable, 
such. a  policy  in  relation  to  the  different  portiont: 
of  the  Union,  as  each  of  those  portions  would  re- 
spectively pursue,  if  existing  as  a  separate  confed- 
eracy. Let  us  then  inquire  what  would  be  the 
relative  situation  of  the  principal  subdivisions  of 
the  Union,  if  each  were  free  to  legislate  for  itself. 
And  I  will  first  examine  the  probable  condition 
of  that  subdivision  which  the  Speaker  hioQself 
represents — the  Western  country.  If  that  region 
were  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  Union,  and 
formed  a  distinct  confederacy,  how  would  it  stand 
in  relation  to  this  very  question  ?  It  would  derive 
its  supplies  of  foreign  manufactures  principally 
through. the  Atlantic  States.  I  presume  it  would, 
because  it  has  done  so  heretofore,  and  it  would 
continue  to  be  the  interest  of  the  people  to  do  so. 
What  would  be  the  result?  What  power  would 
they  have  in  regulating  the  imposts  upon  foreign 
merchandise,  and  how  could  tnese  imposts  affect 
their  interests?  It  is  obvious  that  they  Would 
have  no  agency  in  regulating  the  tariff  of  duties, 
and  would  yet  have  to  pay,  indirectly,  the  amount 
of  those  duties,  in  the  increased  price  of  imported 
articles  they  would  consume.  In  a  word,  the 
Western  States  would  be  tributary  to  the  Atlan- 
tic States.  When,  therefore,  the  gentlemen  froo^ 
the  West  call  upon  us  to  adopt  this  measure  for 
their  benefit — a  benefit  which  I  am  sure  they  will 
never  realize — they  require  us  to  do  what  they 
could  not  themselves  do,  even  if  separated  from 
the  rest  of  the  Union,  unless  indeed  they  would 
cut  off  all  commercial  intercourse,  not  only  with 
Europe,  but  with  the  Atlantic  States  also.    But 


how  would  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  Speaker 
operate  upon  the  Southern  portion  of  our  if aioD  ? 
It  that  were  a  separate  confederacy,  (which  God 
forbid  that  it  ever  ^ould  be!)  what  power  could 
restrain  it  from  pursuing  its  own  most  obrioos 
and  decided  interest,  by  having  a  free  and  unre- 
stricted intercourse  with  Europe?    And  when  we 
are  about  to  be  deprived  of  this  natural  right,  and 
to  see  our  interests  immolated  at  the  shrine  of  a 
voracious  idol,  which  devours  every  tfain^,  and 
produces  nothing,  it  ought  not  to  be  a  subject  of 
surprise  that  we  oppose  the  measure  as  a  direct 
invasion  of  our  most  essential  rights.    And,  if  I 
may  be  perimtted  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  (be 
true  interests  of  another  portion  of  the  Union,  I 
would  say,  most  confidently,  that,  it  New  York 
were  a  separate  ^tate,  this  would  be  a  most  un- 
wise and  ruinous  policy  for  her  to  pursue.    For, 
if  there  be  a  State  in  the  Union  more  interested  in 
foreign  commerce  than  any  other,  it  is  New  York; 
and  I  will  add,  if  there  be  one  more  interested 
than  all  others,  in  the  cotton  trad«  of  the  South, 
that,  also,  is  New  York.    Yes,  sir,  that  commerce 
which  the  majority  of  her  representatives  now  seem 
to  contemn,  is  the  true  source  of  h^r  prosperity 
and  greatness;  and  there  is  no  portion  of^  that 
commerce  so  important  as  that  which  this  mea- 
sure is  calculated  to  jeopardize,  if  not  to  destroy^ 
the  carrying  trade  of  the  Sbuth.    Without  this, 
the  city  of  New  York^  the  great  emporium  of  the 
Union,  would  be  deprived  of  half  its  wealth,  and 
shorn  of  half  its  splendor.    And  here,  sir,  I  will 
say  a  word  or  two  in  relation  to  a  view  bf  this 
subject,  which  seems  to  have  great  weight  with 
the  gentlemen  who  represent  the  interior  of  the 
State  of  New  York.    They  bcifieve  that,  by  rear- 
ing up  manuJTactories,  they  will  create  a  market 
for  their  grain :  but,  do  they  not  perceive,  that 
commerce  furnishes  a  market  for  this  article,  much 
more  extensive  than  they  can  reasonably  antici- 
pate from  the  manufactories  they  can  create? 
The  city  of  New  York  alone,  nourished  and  sus- 
tained by  the  very  commerce  which  this  bill  is 
calculated  to  destroy,  creates,  by  its  conSumptioO) 
a  more  extensive  market  for  the  grain  of  tne  in- 
terior than  will  be  cwated  by  all  the  manufactur- 
ing establishments  which  this  system  will  bring 
into  existence  in  half  a  century.   Indeed,  this  idea 
of  pbtaining  a  market  for  grain,  by  forcing  maa- 
ufilctures  into  existence — an  idea  which  has  made 
a  very  strong  impression  upon  the  farming  inter- 
est in  the  Middle  and  Western  States — can  nerer 
be  realized,  but  to  a  very  moderate  extent.    In 
the  existin|[  state  of  the  arts,  manufactures  are 
made  principally  by  machinery,  which  consumes 
no  gram — so  that  it  would  not,  perhaps,  be  goin^ 
too  far  to  say,  that  the  agents  directly  and  indi- 
rectly employed,  by  commerce,  in  supplying  tl^* 
country  with  a  given  quantity  of  foreign  maaa- 
factures,  consume  as  much  of  the  products  of  the 
soil,  as  would  be  consumed  by  the  agents  who 
would  be  employed  in  the  fabrication  of  tfie  same 
quantity  of  domestic  manufactures.        '' 

While  considering  the  operation  of  this  measort 
upon  the  several  divisions  and  interests  of  the 
Union,  I  hope  I  ahall  be  excused'  for  rc|)eatinjf, 
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"with  a  view  to  farther  illiulration,  an  idea  which 
I  advahced  at  ao  early  stage  of  the  discussion  upon 
the  details  of  this  ineasare,  the  correctness  of  which^ 
however,  has  been  since  repeatedly  denied.     I 
stated,  and  I  now  deliberately'  repeat  it,  that  the 
cotton  of  the  Southern  States,  the  great  source  of 
oar  prospei^ity,  constituting  ooe-tbird  of  the  whole 
export  01  the  Union,  has  reached  that  critical  point 
in  the  competition  with  foreign  cottons,  when  any 
material  deran^ment  of  our  commercial  relations 
'With  Greaf  Britain  must  inevitably  expose  us  to 
the  hazard  of  losing  the  market  ot  that  country, 
at  least  to  a  very  considerable  extent.  If  we  cease 
to  take  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  she 
iHriil  assuredly  cease  to  take  our  cotton  to*the  same 
extent.    If  is  a  settled  principle  of  her  poliiey — a 
principle  not  only  wise  but  essential  to  her  exist- 
ence>— to  jNirchase  from  those  nations  who  receive 
her  manufactures,  in  preference  tothote  who  do 
not.    You  have,  heretofore,  been  her  best  custom- 
ers, and  therefore  it  has  been  her  policy  to  pur- 
chase our  cotton  to  the  full  extent  of  our  demand 
for  her  roanufactnres.    But,  say  gentlemen,  Great 
Britain  does  not  purchase  our  cotton  from  affec- 
tion, but  interest.    I  grant  it  sir,  and  that  is  the 
Tery  reason  of  my  decided  hostilityto  a  system 
w'hich  will  make  it  her  interest  to  purchase  from 
other  countries  thai^  our  own.     It  is  her  interest 
to  purchase  cotton,  even  at  a  higher  price,  from 
those  countries  which  recjeive  her  manufactures 
in  exchange.    It  is  better  for  her  to  ^ive  a  little 
more  for  cotton,  than  to  obtain  nothing  for  her 
manufactures.    It  will  be  remarked,  that  the  sit- 
uation of  Great  Britain  is,  in  this  respect,  widely 
different  from  that  of  the  United  States^    The 
powers  of  her  soil  have  been  already  pushed  very 
nearly  to  the  maximum  of  their  productiveness. 
The  productiveness  of  her  manufactures,  on  the 
contrary,  is  as  unlimited  as  the  demand  of  the 
whole  world.    She^  therefore,  has  no  choice  of 
pursuits.    Her  surplus  capital  and  labor  must  be 
directed  t6  manufactures,  or  remain  jdle  and  un- 
productive,   A  demand  for  her  manufactures  is, 
then,  from  the  ver^  necessity  of  her  condition,  the 
primary  consideration,  to  which  every  other  mUst 
be  subservient  in  the  regulation  of  her  commer- 
cial  relations.    To  say,  therefore,  tha(  she  will 
continue  to  purchase  our  cotton,  because  she^  can 

get  it  a  little  cheaper  than  other  cottons,  after  we 
ave  ceased  to  pujrchase  lier  manufactures,  is  lo 
suppose  that  she  will  be  utterly  blind  to  her  own 
necessities ;  thai  she  will,  in  fact,  abandon,  where 
it  is  most  indispensable,  that  very  policy  which 
the  friends  of  this  bill  now  call  upon  us  to  adopt, 
in  a  spirit  of  reckless  speculation,  without  consid- 
ering that  our  circumstances  are  the  very  reverse 
of  those  which  render  such  a  policy  necessary  to 
Great  Britain.     In  fact,  sir,  the  policy  of  Great 
Breat  Britain  is  not,  as  gentlemen  seem  to  suppose. 
to  secure  the  home  but  the  foreign  market  for  her 
manufactures.     The  former  she  has  without  an 
effi)rt.     It  is  to  attain  the  latter  that  allher  policy 
and  enterprise  are  brought  into  requisition.    The 
manufactures. of  that  country  are  the  basis  of  her 
commerce ;  our  manufactures,  on  the  contrary, 
are  to  be  the  destruction  of  qur  ^mmerce.    And 


yet^  in  a  spirit  of  blind  and  undiscriminating  imi- 
tation, we  are  called  upon  to  follow  the  example 
of  Great  Britain,  by  adopting  a  policy  which  will 
produce  a  result  precisely  the  oppusite  of  that 
which  she  has  experienced  of  her  policy ;  or,  in 
other  words,  we  are  required  to  adopt,  in  deference 
to  British  wisdom,  a  system  the  very  reverse  of 
^at  which  British  policy  would  pursue,  under  the 
same  circumstances !  It  cannot  be  doubted  that| 
in  pursuance  of  the  policy  of  forcing  her  ttthnu-^ 
factures  into  foreign  markets,  she  will,  if  deprived 
of  a  large  portion  of  our  custom,  direct  all  her,ef- 
forts  tp  South  America.  That  cduntry  abounds 
in  a  soil  admirably  adapted  to  the  proauction  of 
cotton,  and  will,  for  a  century  to  come,  import 
her  manufactures  from  foreign  countries..  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  is  obvious  that  Great  Brit- 
ain will  use  every  effort  to  stimulate  the  industry 
of  South  America,  by  the  various  commercial  ad- 
vantages she  has  it  m  her  power  to  present,  and 
to  make  up,  by  this  new  trade,  the  loss  she  will 
have  sustained  in  being  deprived  of  onrs.  But  I 
must  hasten  to  bring  my  remarks  to  a  conclusion, 
lest  I  should  exhaust  that  indulgent  patience  which, 
I  fear,  I  have  already  taxed  too  severely.  A  few 
words,  and  I  shall  have  done. 

It  would  be  some  consolation  to  me,  sir,  if  I 
could  believe  that  the  heavy  impositions,  which 
must  operate  so  oppressively  upon  the  part  of  the 
Union 4  have  the  honor  to  represent,  would  pro- 
duce an  equivalent  benefit  to  other  portions  of  the 
Union.  If  my  constituents  must  he  sacrificed,  it 
would  in  some  degree  soothe  their  injured  feelings, 
if  they  could  have  this  excuse,  at  least,  for  quietly 
submitting  to  their  fate,  hard  as  it  is,  and  unjust 
as  they  believe  it  to  be.  But  even  this  humble 
consolation  is  denied  us.  We  are  doomed  to  suffer, 
under  a  clear  conviction  that  our  sufferings  will 
administer  no  relief  to  the  distresses,  whether  real 
or  imaginary,  of  any  portion  ef  our  fellow-citizens. 
We  are  to  be  made  the  victims  of  a  system  "  which 
not  enricheth  them,  but  makes  us  poor  indeed"---a 
system  which  wages  war,  not  against  our  eneoiies, 
but  our  friends;  not  against  the  hostile  regulations 
of  other  countries,  but  against  the  advantages  of 
our  natural  position  in  the  world,  and  the  munifi- 
cent bounties  of  an  all-wise  Providence — a  system 
which  has  originated  in  discontent,  and  must  in- 
evitably end  in  disappointment.  Against  such  a 
system  I  do  most  solemnly  protest,  as  a  palpable 
invasion  of  those  rights  and  interests  which  I  am 
charged  to  defend  and  protect.  And  I  do  beseech 
its  advocates,  as  they  regard  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice, the  interests  of  the  Republic,  or  the  mutual 
good  will  of  its  members,  to  pause  before  they  give 
this  bill  the  irrevocable  sanction  of  their  final  tote. 
If,  however,  they  should  pass  it,  even  with  a  ma- 
jority of  a  single  vote,  I  shall,  as  bound  by  my 
allegiance,  submit  to  it  as  one  of  the  laws  of  my 
country.  I  have  endeavored,  with  zeal  and  fidel- 
ity, to  discharge  my  duty  as  a  Representative.  I 
trust  I  shall  never  be  found  wanting  in  my  duty 
as  a  citizen.  I  must  take  leave,  however,  to  say 
one  parting  word  to  the  authors  of  (his  measure ; 
I  (hank  God  that,  if  mine  is  to  be  the  suffering, 
theirs  vtiil  be  the  responsibility. 
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When  Mr.  McDqpfib  had  concluded--- 
Mr.MARKLBY,^  of  PenDsylvania,  rose,  not,  he 
said,  to  make  a  speech  upon  the  bill,  althonsh 
such  had  originally-  been  his  intention ;  but  be 
thought,  after  so  long  a  discussion,  the  House 
must  be  ready^  and  anxious  to  take  the  final  ques- 
tion  on  the  bill.  He  therefore  moved  a  call  of  the 
House. 

After  the  call  was  concluded,  the  doors  were 
dosed ;  four  members  only  were  found  to  be  ab- 
sent. 


Brent,  Barleigh,  Barton,  Oambroleng,  Campiiel!  of 
South  Carolins,  Carter,  Gary,  Cobb^  Cooke,  Qonaer, 
Cnlpeper,  Cushman*  Cathbert,  Day,  Dwinell,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina^  Floyd,  Foot  of  CoDneeticiit, 
Foote  of  New  York,  Forty tb,  Froot,  Fuller,  Gtrsett, 
Gatlto,  Gist,  Go  van,  Gnrley,  Hali,  Hamilton,  Harvey. 
Hay  ward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Kent, 
Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livermore, 
Livingston,  Lock,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDaf^ 
fie,  McKee,  Mangum,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Afabamt, 
Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumerof 
New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankio,  Reed, 


Mr.  Stewart  then  moved  to  dispense  with  all    Reynolds,  Rives,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Sibley,  Arthw 


further  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  call:  his 
motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  call  for  the 
previous  question.  He  said  he  thought  the  present 
a  proper  time  to  finish  the  debate.  It  was  Known 
that  one  member,  was  attending,  contrary  to  the 
advice  of  his  physicians,  and  two  or  three  others 
contraiy  td  the  advice  or  prudence.  He  admitted 
that  some  courtesy  was  due  to  those  who  wanted 
to  speak,  but  much  nvore,  he  thought,  was  due  to 
those  whose  sense  of  duty  had  brought  them  to 
the  House  from  sick  beds.  He  was  one  of  those 
]^ho  had  intended  to  present  his  views  of  the  sub- 
ject before  the  final  question  was  taken,  and  some 
things  had  been  said  on  yesterday  which  called 
for  a  reply  from  the  friends  of  the  bill ;  but  he 
had  predetermined  to  waive  his  right  to  do  so, 
and  hoped  that  gentlemen  on  both  sides  would 
consent  to  close  the  discussion.  No  tariff  had 
ever  been  debated  in  cold  blood,  and  the  o)d  mem- 
bers would  support  him  in  saying,  that  the  debate 
on  the  present  bill  was  marked  with  more  temper- 
ance than  on  former  occasions.  He  hoped  it  would 
terminate  in  the  same  spirit  of  moderation  and 
forbearance  that  had  marked  its  progress.  He 
assured  the  House  that  he  made  the  call  under  a 
sense  of  duty,  but  in  the  full  spirit  of  deference 
for  those  who  might  oppose  it. 

The  call  was  sustained— 101  members  voting 
in  favor  of,  and  98  against  it. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  and  demanded  another 
count. 

TheCsArR,  inpursuanceof  a  rule  of  the  House, 
then  appointed  Messrs.  Randolph  and  Taylor 
as  tellers ;  and  the  members  on  each  side  of  the 
question  were  counted*,  by  passing  between  the 
tellers,  and  returned  as  follows :  In  fa?or  of  the 
previous  question  103,  a^inst  it  95. 

So  the  House  determined  in  favor  of  the  pr^ , 
viotts  question. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  then  ro«e«  He  said  he  had  been 
waiting  in  the  House  for  several  days,  laboring 


under  severe  indisposition,  in  order  to  make  a 
motion  in  relation  to  this  bill,  which  was  of  vital 
importance  to  his  constituents ;  but  as  he  had  not 
Tet  had  an  opportunity  to  do  it,  he  moved  that  the 
Dill  be  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table.  Upon  this 
question  he  requested  the  yeas  and  nays* 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  accordingly  ordered ; 
and  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table — 
yeas  98,  nays  110,  as  follows : 

Tkas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tenhiessee,  Archer,  Bay- 
lies, P.  P.  Barbour,  BaHlett,  Bassett,  Blair»  Breek, 


Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  William  Bmrth,  Spaight, 
Spence,  Standefer,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Til- 
iaferro,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tocker  of 
Virginia,  Tocker  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Vance  of  Nortii 
Carolina,  Warfield,  We1»ster,  Whipple,  Williami  of 
New  York,  Williams  Of  Virginia,  W  iltiams  of  Nortii 
Carolina,  and  Wilaon  of  Sooth  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alien  of  Tennessee,  Allison, 
Barber  of  Conn.,  J.  8.  Barbbur,  Bartfey,  Bsecher, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Back,  Bnekner,  Ctijt 
CampbeH  of  Ohio,  Casosdy,  Clark,  Collins,  Gosdict, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Crowninshield,  Durfee,  Dwigbc, 
Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Fv- 
relly,  Fiodlay,  Forward,  G^rison,  Gaslfjr,  Hanii, 
Hsyden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Holeombe, 
Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T. 
Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lswreoee^ 
Letcher,  }iittle,  Mc Arthur,  McKean,  McKim,  McLtse 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Marklej, 
Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Mstson,  Metcalfe,  MU- 
ler,  Mitchell  of  PennsyWania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
Moore  of  Kentucky  Morgan,  Patterson  of  Tenntjl- 
vania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  PennsylTtnit, 
Prince,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  Sterling, 
Scott,  ^  Sharps,  Sloans,  Stewart,  Stoddart,  Storrt, 
Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyek,  Test,  TboopMs 
of  Kentocky,Tod,  TomUnson,  Tracj,  Trimble,  Tyfos, 
Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck, 
Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittlesey^  White,  Wick- 
liffe,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

The  previous  question  was  then  nut,  to  wit: 
Sh^ll  the  main  question  be  now  put  ?  tod  psssed 
in  the  affirmatiTe— yeas  110,  nays  97,  as  follows: 

YxAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  TeooMMe, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Bsrbour  of  Connecticat, 
J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartley,  Beeeher,  BIsir,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Cady,  Cafflpbdl 
of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Collios,  Condict,  ()ook,  Crtfti, 
Craig,  Dnrfee,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  PaDOffl^- 
nia,  Ellis,  Family,  Ftndley,  Forwsrd,  Osrritos, 
Gstlay,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hompfaill,  Henty,  Hsrluniirt 
HoBoVon,  Issoks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  i.  T. 
Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kidder,  Kr«nsr,  Law- 
rence, Letcher,  Little,  McArthur,  McKssn,  McKin* 
McLean  of  Obk>,  Malia^,  MarkUy,  MarUodals,  Mar- 
vin, MaUack,  Malson,  Metealfe,  Millsr,  MitcbeU  of 
Pennsyhania,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgsn,  Pat^noD 
of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plamer  of  PeDB- 
sylvania.  Prince,  Richards,  Ktch,  Rogais,  Boae,  Ro«i 
Sandford,  Scott,  Sharps,  Sloans,  Btandeier,  SurliBg' 
Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten 
Eyck,  Test,  Thoinpson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  TomliBjoB, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayns,  Whitman, 
Whittlesey,  While,  Wicklifie,  WiUiams  of  New  Yotk, 
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JaniM  Wilwn,  Henry  Wilion,  Wileon  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
liiroodf,  and  Wright. 

Nays— Menra.  Abbot,  Aleiander  of  Yirginia,  At- 

l«n  of  MaraachuMtta,  Archer,  Bajlief,  P.  P.  Barboar, 

Bairtlett,   Baaaett,  Brack,  Brent,   Borleigh,  Barton, 

Oambreleof,  Campbell    of  Booth  Carolina,  Carter, 

Carj,  Clark,  Cobb,  ^Cocke,  Conner,  Crowninshield, 

Cnlpeper,  Coahman,Cotl^bert,  Day,  Dwinell,  D wight, 

Edwarde  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connect!* 

cut,  Foote^f  New  York,  Forsyth,  Frost,  FoUer,  Gar* 

Dett,  Gatim,  Giat,  Govan,  Garley,  Hall,  Hamilton, 

Harrey,    Hay  ward;    Herpck,   Hobart,    Hogeboom, 

Hooka,  Lathrop,  Leilwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Lirer- 

more,  Livingaton,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy, 

McDnffie,  McKee,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mangum, 

Meicer,    Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Alabama, 

Weale,  Nelaon,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plomer  of 

Wew  Uampehire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed, 

Reynolds,  Rives,  Banndere,    Btbley,  Arthur  Smith, 

AJexander  Smyth,  WlHiam  Smith,  Speight,  Spence, 

A.  Slevensoo,   J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 

Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virgina,  Tucker  of 

South  Carolina,  Vance  of  Nojrth  Carolina,  Warfield, 

WebaUr,  Whipple,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams 

of  North  Carolina,  end  Wilton  of  South  Carolina. 

The  main  question  was  then  puL  to  wit :  Shall 
the  bill  pass?  and  passed  in  the  affirfflative-^yeas 
107,  nays  102,  hs  follows: 

TxAS^-Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
AUison,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Brad- 
ley, Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Cady,  Camp- 
bell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook, 
Crafts,  Craig,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards 
of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forward, 
Garrison,  Gazlay,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry, 
Herkimer,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer, 
Lawrence,  Leteher,  Little,  MeArthur,  McKean,  McKim, 
McLane  oi  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallanr,  Mark- 
ley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  MaUon,  Metcalfe, 
Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Patterson  of  J^ennsyl- 
▼ania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Prince,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Roes,  Scott, 
Sharpe,  Slo^n,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs, 
Sfroog,  Swan,  Tayknr,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of 
Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlinaen,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson, 
Udree,  Vanoe  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck, 
Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wick- 
Ii0e,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
Wood,  Woods,  #nd  Wright 

Nats — Messis.  Abbot,  Aleiander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Massachosetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archfer,  Baylies, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  '&  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Blair, 
Brack,  Brent,  Burieigh,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Camp- 
bell of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Conner,  Crowninshield,  Cnlpeper,  Cushman,  Cuth- 
bert.  Day,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Pbote  of  New  York,  Forayth^ 
Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gat}in,  Gist,  (Jovsn,  Gorley, 
Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward,  Herriok,  Hobart, 
Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Isacks,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Lee,  Left- 
wich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livermore,  LiringstoD, 
Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuflie,  McKee, 
Mangum,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson, 
Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire, 
Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rivea, 
Sannders,  Sandford,  Stbley,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyll^  WiKam  Smith,  Spsght,  Spanoe,  Standeftt, 


A.  StoTenaon,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tutker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield, 
.Webster,  Whipple,  WilHams  of  New  York,  Williams 
of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson 
of  South  CaroKpa. 

Ordered^  That  the  title  be  "An  act  to  amend 
the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  aad 
that  the  Clerk  do  carry  toe  said  bill  to  the  Senate 
to  ask  their  concurrence  therein. 


*  Mo N DAT,  April  19. 

Mr.  McKea.1^  presented  memorials  from  sUndry 
citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  praying  that  the 
benefits  of  the  law  of  the  18ih  of  March^  1818, 
may  be  extended,  without  distinction,  to  all  th^ 
Revolutionary  few  who  faithfully  served  their  coun- 
try in  the  Revolutionary  war.— -Laid  upon  the 
table. 

Air.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  presented  a  petition 
of  sundry^  inhabitants  of  New  Jersey,  praying  for 
the  aid  of  Qovernment,  in  improving  and  render- 
ing safe  the  harbor  of  Newcastle,  Delawarcn^Rc* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  Kent  laid  before  the  House  i^n  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  incorporat- 
ing the  ChesSapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. — 
Referred  to  the  select  committee,  appointed  on  the 
5th  of  December  last,  on  so  much  of  the  I'resi- 
dent's  Message  as  relates  to  a  connexion  of  the 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Obioj  by  means  of  a 
canal. 

Mr  McLanI],  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  Hewes,"  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  NfiWTON^  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  masters  of 
veaseki,  in  certain  cases,  to  clear  out  either  at  the 
custom-house  of  Petersburg,  or  that  of  Richmond ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  thitd  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Afikirs,  reported  a  bill  concerning  the  allow- 
ance of  pensions  upon  a  relinquishment  of  bount)r 
lands ;  which  was  read  twice,  .and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mallart,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  the  city  of  Troy,  in  the 
State  or  New  York,  as  a  port  ol  delivery. 

Mr.  Moo^B,  of  Alabama,  laid  the  following  re- 
solution on  the  table  for  consideration  to-morrow, 
viz: 

Ruohed^  Thai  the  SeereUiy  <tf  War  be  diroetad  to 
communicate  to  this  House  such  iolbrmation  as  may 
bo-  in  the  possession  of  the  department,  connected  with 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  is  alleged  an  error 
was  committed  in  the  location  of  640  acres  of  land,  re- 
served to  George  Hsriin,  by  the  3d  article  of  the  treaty 
made  with  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  on  the 
87th  of  February,  16 19, with  such  explanatory  remarks 
as  may  be  justifiable  from  all  the  dreumstances  of  the 
eaae ;  in  rtfere&ee  to  the  supposed  dUbrence  in  the 
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Trdoe  of  iIm  reMrmtion  u  graoMcl  by  the  atid  3d  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty,  and  that  which  it  ia  alleged  waa 
deaigoed  to  be  obtained  by  it.        . 

Mr.  LoNCSFELLOw  laid  the  following  resolution 
on  the  table  fbr  consideration  to-morrow,  viz : 

Resolved^  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea 
be  requeated  ta  communicate  to  thia  House  the  eor- 
Teppondence  between  this  Government  and  France, 
reiatfbg  to  spolialiona  tommitted  on  American  com- 
merce between  the  yeara  1798,  and  1800;  and  also^ 
relating  to  the  claims  of  France  upon  this  Government, 
for  not  complying  with  the  treaties  of  alliance  and 
commerce  of  February  6,  1778. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 

Ist.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  oT  the  ware- 
house at  the  former  quarantine  ground,  near  the 
English  Turn,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  for 
the  erection  ot  a  dweliing-house  at  the  6alize,  in 
the  said  State,  for  the  use  of  the  boarding  officer 
at  that  place,  and  for  other  purposes  \  ' 

2d.  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, passed  on  the  30th  day  of  Junr,  1812,  en- 
titled "An  act  making  further  provision  for  settling 
the  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri ;" 

3d.  An  act  fpr  the  relief  of  Elijah  Van  Syckle 
of  Philadelphia >; 

4th.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Shields; 

5tlK  An  act  for  enclosing  the  burial  ground  of 
Christ  Church,  Washington  Parish ;  were  sever- 
ally read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred-^ 
the  1st,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means ; 
the  2d,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands ; 
the  3d,  to  the  ^Committee  of  Ways  and  Means ; 
(he  4th.  to  the  Committee  of  Claims ;  the  5th, 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

ADDRESS  OF  NINIAN  EDWARDS.  > 

The  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  an 
address  of  Ninian  Edwards,  late  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  State  of  Hlinois,  com- 
plaining that  injustice  has  been  done  him  in  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accom- 
panying the  correspondence  between  theTreastary 
Department  and  the  banks  in  the  different  States, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  deposites  of  public  money 
in  said  banks ;  exculpating  himself,  and  also,  pre- 
ferring certain  charges  against  the  said  Secretary. 
The  address  is  as  follows : 

Wbiilixo,  Va.,  April  6,  1824. 

Sir  1  I  have  the  honor  to  requeat  you  to  present  the 
addresa  herewith  transmitted,  with  its  accompanying 
notes  and  documents,  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Congreas  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 
Hon.  HxN«T  Clat, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rips, 

To  the  honorable  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States : 

As  certain  proceedings  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, under  the  authority  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, and  a  recent  report  to  your  honorable  body,  by 
the  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford,  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, seem  to  have  beep  intended,  and  are  calculated, 
to  cast  upon  me  imputations  injurious  to  my  charac- 
ter, which  I  know  to  be  unjust,  and  which,  I  think,  I 


can  demonstrate  to  be  ao,  I  tmst  no  apolo^  cin  bi 
necesaary  for  my  requeating  leave  to  present  my  vinh 
dication  againat  those  impulatioaa,  directly  ts  yon 
honorable  body  ;r  ill  order  that  it  m^ay  be  conveyed  to 
the  nation  through  the  aame  channel  by  which  I  haw 
been  aasailed. 

This  is  a  right  which,  under  similar,  circnmsttnoei, 
I  ahould  auppdse,  ought  not  to  be 'denied  to  the  hom- 
blest  individual  in  the  Union.  In  Uus  esse,  it  is  due 
to  the  nation  itself,  in  consideration  of  the  station  I 
lately  held,  and  thai  which  I  have  new  the  honor  to 
hold ;  and,  owing  to  the  peculiar  cireomstanoet  of  my 
eaae,  it  ia  emphatically  demanded,  on  my  aoeonnt,  by 
every  principle  of  honor,  and  every  regard  to  jaitioe. 
Ner  ia  it  unprecedented  in  either  House  oi  Congreii, 
in  cases  which  certainly  had  no  griMter  claim  to  snch 
indulgence. 

It  will  be  seen  that  I  waa  called  upon  by  a  commit- 
tee of  the  Hei^se  of  Repreaentativea  of  the  last  soiiioB, 
as  a  witness  to  testify  before  it;  that  I  waa  sabjected 
to  an  examination,  which  has  not  its  parallel  in  tJw 
recorda  of  any  free  country ;  and  that,  after  tbs  lapw 
of  about  twelve  months,  and  just  ais  I  was  on  ths  ow 
of  mj  depariore  for  a  foreign  country,  an  attemot 
has  been  made  to  impeach  my  credibility,  on  grouMi 
which  must  have  been,  at  all  times  aince  my  teiti- 
mony  was  given,  within  the  cemmcnd  of  tho  hon- 
orable gentleman  by  whom  they  have  been  so  oppet- 
tunely  alleged. 

To  refuse  to  permit  mtf  to  repel  such  an  attsck,  in 
the  manner  propoaed,  would  be  to  overthrow  ths  long- 
est established  precedents,  and  |o  establish  in  their 
place  the  odious,  oppreasive,  unjoet,  and  indefeofible 
principle  of  allowing  the  credibility  of  a  witness  to  bo 
impeached,  and  yet  denying  to  him  the  right  to  rap- 
port it  before  the  tribunal  under  whose  authority  he 
had  been  called  on  to  testify. 

But,  independent  of  all  considerations,  in  regard  to 
myself,  personally,  I  humbly  conceive  that  your  hon- 
orable body  might  well  deaire  to  receive  my  vindica- 
tion, and  every  corroboration  which  I  can  give  to  my 
testimony,  on  your  own  account,  in  order,  to  entble 
you  the  more  clearly  to  ascertain  the  truth  of,  and  the 
more  satisf^tctorily  and  correctly  to  decide  upon,  state- 
ments now  before  you,  and  not  yet  acted  oo. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  canting  about  an  ''  A.  B. 
plot,''  the  ingenious  attempts  that  have  beeii  made, 
and  the  stratagems  that  have  been  adopted,  hy  certain 
newspaper  editora  and  othera,  to  mislead  and  deceive 
the  public  mind  into  a  belief  that  the  committees,  ap- 
pointed at  the  last  session  on  that  subject,  bad  th(0^ 
oughly  investigated  all  the  statements  made  by  a  writer 
under  the  signature  of  A.  B.  in  regard  to  certain  sup- 
pressed documents ; '  and  that  Mr.  Crawford  had  been 
"  triumphantly  acquitted,"  in  relation  to  the  whole  of 
them;  I  assert,  without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  that 
it  is  Jknown  to  your  honorable  body  that  neither  of 
those  committees  extended  their  investigatione  into 
those  statements,  boyon(|  about  four  paragraphs,  which 
were  mere  bagatelles  in  comparison  with  other  letteis 
and  matters  that  were  expressly  charged,  and  incoo- 
testably  proved,  by  the  documents  furnished  by  Mr. 
Crawford  himself,  to  have  been  withheld,  contrary  to 
the  resolutions  of  the  House  which  required  their 
production.' 

Thepe  important  statements,  and  the  matters  and 
things  contained  in  my  testimony,  h^ve  neither  beea 
investigated  by  any  committee,  nor  acted  on  ))y  the 
House  }v  and  '^  my  iestimony  had  becBt  it  is  ooir  is* 
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rvr%d  by  Mr.  Crawford  himself;  «nd,  rarely,  if  it  be 
competent  to  him  to  attack  it,  it  cannot  be  lair  or  just 
to  withhold  frem  me  the  eqnal  right  of  defending  and 
sapportlng  it. 

By  referring  to  the  reeolulion  of  the  Houae,  (note 
1,)  under  which  the  leoond  committee  of  inteatigatioq 
was  appointed,  and  to  my  examination  by  that  com- 
miUee,  (3,)  it  will  be  seen  that  the  latter  fuHy  meriti 
tbe  character  I  have  given  to  it ;  that  it  was  whoHy 
ttiiaathorixed  by  any  powers  delegated  to  the  commil- 
teo ;  and  that  it  ennced  a  far  greater  diapoailion  to 
impticate  me  in  some  kind  of  censure,  in  regard  to 
the  public  deposites  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  than 
to  ittTestigate  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Crawford,  or  to  in- 
qoive  into  those  subjects  for  which  the  oommlttee  had 
b«en  professedly  ap(N>inted.  Whatever  may  be  thoaght< 
by  those  who  may  be  at  the  trouble  to  examine  the 
list  of  interrogatories  that  were  put  to  me,  as  to  the 
flonroe  from  whence  they  originated,  none  can  read 
some  of  the  following  statements  and  documents,  with- 
out being  convinced,  that  a  very  small  portion  of  ean* 
dor  would  have  rendered  a  part,  at  least,  of  those  in- 
teriDgatortea  unnecessary  and  useless,  even  in  the 
opinion  of  the  comrahtee  itself,  (3.) 

Whatever  may  have  been  my  agency  in  procuring 
the  Bank  df  Edwardsville  to  be  made  a  depository  of 
pobUc  money,  it  had  nothing  to  do  in  originating  the 
greet  system  adopted  by  Mr.  Crawford,  of  employing 
the  local  banks,  «nd  in  several  instances,  in  direct  vi- 
olation of  law,  by  allowing  them  a  permanent  depos- 
ite  of  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars,  equal  to  a  salary 
of  $S4,000  per  annum,  for  receiving  and  transmitting 
the  public  money,  which  the  Bank  of  the  'United 
Sutes  was  bound  to  do  without  compensation,  and 
would  have  done,  withoni  those  immense  losses  to  the 
pnhlic,  which  muift  inevitably  result  from  the  adop- 
tion of  a  plan 'so- contrary  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  bank  charter ;  and  to  the  avowed  intentions  and 
objects  of  Congress  in  granting  it 

The  effect  of  my  application  to  have  the  Bank  of 
Edwardsville  made  a  depository  of  public  money,  was 
merely  to  have  deposites  made  there,  that  otherwise 
would  have  been  made  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  which 
previously  had  been  authoriased  to  receive  the  public 
moneys,  collected  by  the  two  lleceivers  in  Illinois, 
who  alone  were  directed  to  make  their  deposites  in 
the  Bank  of  Edwardsville.  My  agency  in  this  trans- 
action, therefore,  did  not  prevent  the  depositing  of  a 
cent  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and  your  hon- 
orable "body  may  well  judge,  whether  the  public  inter- 
est could  have  been  much  jeopardized,  by  the  change 
I  recommended,  trom  the  following  statement,  extract- 
ed from  the  documents  presented  to  you  by  Mr.  Craw- 
ford. 

The  Bank  of  Missouri  had  a  capiul  of  $210,000,  of 
which,  the  stockholders  drew  out  of  it,  on  pledges  of 
stock,  $186,335,  leaving  only  $23,665  for  the  further 
aceominodation  of  themselves  and  othert.  Upon  this 
last  sum,  its  real  banking  capital,  it  discounted  and 
paid  on  over  drafts,  to  the  amount  of  $244,346  53. 
The  whole  amount  of  its  discounts,  including  pay- 
menU  on  over  drafts,  was  $430,680  43;  of  which 
sum,  its  directors  alone  were  responsible  for  $297,492 
13,  if,  as  is  presumed  to  be  the  case,  they  are  charge- 
able with  over  drafts,  to  the  amount  of  $11,622  27. 

To  this  bank,  Mr.  Crawford  allowed  a  permanent 
deposit*  of  $150,000,  equal  to  a  salary  of  $9,000  per 
annum.  He  permitted  the  public  money  to  accumu- 
late in  it,  to  the  amount  of  $726,031  90,  in  the  course 
of  nineteen  raccessive  months,  ending  with  the  1st  of 
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September,  1819,  without  exacting  thoee  precaution- 
ary returns  and  statements,  which  he  himself  consid- 
ered essential  to  insure  the  fidelity  of  all  the  banks 
appointed  to  receive  thcpublic  money ;  and,  eventu- 
ally, he  received  fVom  it,  in  part  payment  of  its  debts, 
contrary  to  the  positive  injunctions  of  the  resolution 
of  Congress,  of  1816,  a  large  amount  of  uncuvrent' 
notes,  some  of  which  were  not  worth  twenty-five  cents 
in  the  dollar. 

Much  as  he  has  mystified  this  subject,  in  several  of 
bis  reports,  and  particularly  in  that  one  which  is  part' 
of  document  105,  (in  the  8th  volume  State  Papers,  2d 
session  17th  Congress,)  in  which  he  blends  a  deposite 
in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  of  $64,613  58,  with  « the 
special  depoeites  wl^ich  pissed  through  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,"  it  cannot  excasCi  or  even  suceeas 
fuHy  dieguise,  the  flagrant  impropriety  of  his  having 
received,  at  par,  the  uncnrrent  notes  above  referred 
to ;  for,  by  the  very  document  last  mentioned,  it  ap« 
pears  that  this  deposite  had  been  "  re-transferred  to 
the  Bank  of  Misiouri,  and  assumed  as  etuht  in  Sep- 
tember,^ 1819,*'  which  was  previous  to  the  receipt  of 
those'  notes.  His  own  letter  to  the  Cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  Misiouri,  dated  23d  March,  1819,  ahd  the 
Cashier's  answer,  dated  25th  of  June»  1819,  (4  and 
5)  clearly  show,  that  no  justification  for  receiving  un- 
eurrent  paper  can  be  derived  from  that  circumstanee. 
Because,  he  reeeived  uncnrrent  notes  that  were  fio/« 
and  couU  not,  have  been  included  in  that  deposite ; 
for,  not  t6  mention  other  cases,  the  notes  wMch  he 
received  on  the  "  Bank  of  Georgetown,  Kentucky," 
were  not,  at  th#t  time,  even  receivable  in  Che  land 
offices.  Nor  was  there  ever  any  contract  between  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, with  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  from  which  the 
latter  eould  derive  any  right  to  tender,  or  be  any  jus- 
tification for  Receiving,  those  uncnrrent  notes. 

But,  had  it  been  otherwise,  it  would  not  be  less 
difficult  to  justify  the  placing  of  thi0  bank  upon  a  foot- 
ing so  dil^rent  from  that  of  all  other  simikr  deposi- 
tories of  public  money. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  it  would  seem  in- 
credible, that  any  injury  to  the  public  could  have  re* 
suited  firom  the  change  of  deposite,  for  which  I  applied ; 
and  the  attempt  to  subject  me  to  censure,  for  the 
small  participation  which  I  have  had  in  this  business, 
ought  to  be  considered  as  a  plain  acknowledgment  of 
the  awful  weight  of  responsibility  that  rests  upon  him, 
whose  especial  duty  it  was,  to  take  care  of  the  publio 
money. 

My  responsibility,  however,  did  not  longp  oontinue ; 
for,  finding  the  Bank  of  (Idwardsville,  on  my  return 
from  Congress,  soon  aft4r  it  had  been  authorized  to 
receive  tbe  public  money,  involved  in  some  difficulties, 
I  determined  to  sustain  it  against  the  danger  thai 
then  threatened  it,  and,  after  seeing  it  in  a  safe  situa- 
tion, to  relieve  myself  from  all  kind  of  responsibility 
for  thst,  or  any  other  bank.  Accordingly,  in  tbe  samo 
year,  I  made  a  publication  in  several  newspapers,  and 
in  two  different  States,  of  my  determination  to  be  held 
no  longer  responsible  for  that,  or  any  other  bank. 
This  publication  can  be  established  by  a  part,  if  not 
the  whole,  of  the  respective  delegations,  now  in  Con- 
gress from  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Missouri.  It  was 
forwarded  to  Mr.  Crawford,  and  I  have  no  apprehen- 
sion thfit  he  wiU  ever  deny  having  received  it. 

He  had»  also,  been  put  upon  inquiry,  in  regiud  to 
the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  by  a  bitter  philippic,  in  am- 
ple detail,  against  it,  which  he  received  from  the  Hob. 
Mr.  Bentpn,  of  the  Senate.    This  was  shown  to  Col. 


24S6, 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2436 


H. OF  R. 


AddttBB  of  Ninian  Edwvrds. 


April,  1824. 


Johnson  and  mjself,  and  a  copy  of  it  wa»  transmiited 
to  the  bank,  where  I  Buppoae  it  now  remains. 

He  was  fully  apprized  of  those  very  difficulties  of 
the  bank,  which  produced  my  determination  to  retire 
from  it.  They  were  communicated  in  letters  from 
myself  to  Colonel  Johnson,  which  were  intended  to 
be,  and  were,  forwarded  to  Mr.  Crawford.-  The  re- 
ceipt of  two  of  them  is  acknowledged  by  bis  letter  to 
Colonel  Johnson,  of  16th  July,  1819,  in  which  he 
says,  **  Yours  of  the  28th  ultimo  came  to  hand  this 
morning.  The  circumstances  connected  with  the  Bank 
of  Bdwardsville,  as  developed  in  the  two  letters  of 
Governor  Edwards,  submitted  by  you  to  my  perusal, 
will  receive  due  consideration."  In  the  same  letter, 
he  says,  '*  With  Governor  Edwards  I  had  no  personal 
acquaintance,  before  the  last  Winter.  The  opinion 
which  I  had  formed  of  his  talents  and  integrity,  from 
the  official  correspondence  which  had  been  carrried  on 
between  us,  both  in  the  War  and  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, has  been  confirmed  by  personal  acquaintance. 
' «  The  different  subjects  upon  which  he  bad  occasion 
to  ask  my  opinion  or  decision,  during  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  were  fairly  and  candidly  stated;  his 
comments  upon  them  were  judicious,  and  it  affi>rded 
me  great  pleasure  to  be  able,  after  due 'examination 
and  reflection,  generally  to  coincide  with  him.''  The 
session  here  spoken  of  i«  the  one  in  which  I  made  the 
application  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville. 

Had  Mr.  Crawford  been  as  much  disposed  to  profit 
by  the  impressive  lessons  of  experience,  which  he  was 
constantly  receiving,  as  I  was  by  those  of  a  few  months 
only,  it  might  have  prevented  a  vast  accumulation  of 
**  unavailable  funds,"  and  have  enabled  him,  much 
earlier,  to  have  secured  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  **  in  their  just  extent,  the  advantages  intended 
to  be  secured  to  it  by  the  charter,"  which  he  fairly 
promised  to  Congress,  in  his  report  of  the  10th  De- 
cember, 1817,  [6]  and  the  necessity  for  which  he 
seems  to  have  been  duly  sensible  of,  in  another  report, 
(8  vol.  Bute  l^apers,  2d  session  17th  Congress,  p.  77,) 
in  which  he  says,  **In  the  Winter  and  Spring  of  1819, 
the  Bfink  of  the  United  States  was,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  enlightened  officer  who  presided  over  its  directio/i, 
in  a  great  degree  indebted  for  the  preservation  of  its 
credit  to  the  forbearance  of  its  creditors,  and  to  the 
support  which  it  received. from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. Such  were  my  impressions  of  iU  eritical  attite, 
that  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  accept  propositions  made  by 
the  Board  of  DirectorF,  which,  under  odier  circum- 
stances, would  have  been  declined."  It  is  wonder- 
ful, therefore,  that,  with  these  impressions,  he  should 
have  thought  it  consistent  with  his  duty  to  have  ex- 
tended such  favors  as  have  been  noticed '  to  a  single 
local  bank ;  much  less  to  the  multitude  that  shared  his 
pfttronage,  and  could  not  have  existed  without  it. 

It  would  be  just  as  fair  and  candid  to  implicate  me 
in  the  unjustifiable  indulgence  that  has  been  extended 
to  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  since  its  failure,  aa  to 
endeavor  to  involve  me  in  any  kind  of  censure  for  iu 
continuance  as  a  depository  of  public  money  after  the 
Fall  of  1819.  At  the  time  ef  its  failure,  its  resources 
were,  I  am  well  satisfied,  more  than  amply  sufficient 
to  have  secured  iu  debt  to  the  Government.  But, 
•very  man  of  common  experience  and  observation 
knows,  thit  the  resources  of  all  banks,  in  iu  situation, 
must  necessarily  become  more  and  more  impaiied, 
and  are  more  liable  to  be  misapnlied.  Yet,  strange 
and  incredible  as  it  may  appear,  I  have  never  heard, 
nor  do  I  believe,  though  I  reside  in  the  same  village 
in  which  the  bank  is  locaud,  that  Mr.  Crawfoid  has 


collecUd  one  cent  from  it ;  or  made  any  adjustment 
with  it;  or  resorted  toUny  measure  to  coerce  the  pay. 
meut  of  iu  debt.  He,  who  could  find  motives  for  to 
indulgence  so  extraordinary,  and  at  the  same  time  lo 
inconsistent  with,  and  detrimental  to,  the  public  in- 
Urest,  could  not  have  required  either  my  recomraeodt* 
tion  or  sanction  for  continuing  this  bank  a  depository 
of  the  public  money  after  the  Fall  of  1819. 

I  .come  now  to  the  report  that  conUiuji  the  deztroiu 
insinuation  against  my  credibility.  So  much  of  it  u 
relates  to  this  subject  is  in  the  following  wordi,  vix: 
**The  honorable  Mr.  Edwards,  late  a  Senator  from 
Illinois,  having  staUd,  on  his  examinatiQn  before  t 
commitUe  of  the  House,  on  the  13th  of  Febnuuy, 
1823,  that  the  laU  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  at  Ed- 
wardsville had,  on  his  advice,,  and  in  his  preseace, 
written  a  letter  to  the  Secreury,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
the  publication  which  Mr.  Edwards  represenU  himidf 
to  have  made  some  time  in  the  year  1819,  annooociiig 
his  intention  of  retiring  from  the  directorship  df  tlu 
Bank  of  Edwardsville,  and  that  he  had  advised  the 
Receiver  to  withhold  his  deposites  iicom  the  bank  uotil 
be  could  receive  further  orders  from  the  Secretary ; 
and  that  the  Receiver  afterwards  informed  him  that  ke 
had  received  a  letUr  from  the  Secreufy,  directing  bin 
to  continue  the  deposites :  The  SecreUky  deeais  it 
proper  to  sUte,  that  no  such  letter  from  the  Receiver 
t«  to  be  found  on  the  file*  of  the  Department;  thst 
the  officers  en^ployed  in  it  have  no  recollection  of  the 
receipt  of  such  a  letUr;  and  that,  on  an  examfoatioa 
of  the  records  of  the  Department,  it  appears  that  no 
ansv^er  to  any  such  letter,  directing  the  Receiver  to 
continue  the  deposites,  was  ever  written  to  him  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.*' 

This  statement  bears  intrinsic  evidence  that  it  wee 
intended  to  deprive  me  of  the  benefit  of  my  justifies' 
tion — not  volunurily  ffiade,hut  drawn  from  me  by  the 
commitUe,  in  regard  to  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville; 
and  to  subject  me  to  the  odious  suspicion  of  hsviog 
swori^  falsely.  Were  there  any  doubt  on  this  sub- 
ject, it  would  be  removed  by  the  conduct  of  a  distin- 
guished individual,  whom  it  might  not  be  respectfal 
to  name  in  this  communication,  and  who,  since  I  left 
the  city,  has  not  thought  it  beneath  his  dignity  to  go 
about  exhibiting  the  report,  and  expresaing  his  opinioa 
that  it  "  placed  me  in  a  dilemm%."  He  may  yet  find 
it  more  difficult  for  his  patron  to  get  rid  of  one,  of  in- 
finitely deeper  tnUrest. 

Believing,.as  I  call  upon  my  Ood  to  witnsse  I  eia- 
cerely  and  confidently  do,  that  Mr.  Crawford  did  re- 
ceive the  letUr  mentioned  in  the  above  report,  and 
that  it  is  now  in  his  possession,  or  hsLs  been  porpoeely 
destroyed,  I  can  but  regard  this  atUck  upon  ny  repu- 
Ution  as  unparalleled  by  any  thing  I  have  ever  wit- 
nessed or  heard  of,  as  emanating  from  so  respectable  t 
source,  except  cerUin  manoeuvres  and  stratagems  to 
fix  upon  a  much  more  distinguished  individnti  of  thii 
nation  the  disgraceful  charges  of  a  guilty  partidps* 
tion  in  horse-stealing,  and  the  passing  of  counterfeit 
money,  which  I  have  somewhere  met  with  in  the 
course  of  my  reading.  Malicious  insinuation  is  the 
resort  of  a  timid  mind.  Wilful  misrepreMnUtioo  de- 
notes a  wicked  one. 

In  regard  to  tho  time  which  has  been  selected  for 
making  tbis  atUck  upon  me,  it  very  much  resenoblee 
the  numagemeni  which  Mr.  Crawford  resorted  to,  st 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  to  defeat  a  certain  appli- 
cant for  a  land  office  appointment.  This  gentleoiio 
had  been  before  the  President  for  many  weeks.  He 
was  supported  by  gentlemen  o(the  first  respecubilityf 
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mod  of  different  parties,  ia  the  8t«tee  of  Illinois,  Mis- 
souri, and  Tennessee.  No  objections  to  him  were 
anticipated  by  himself  or  his  friends.  And  none  was 
■aade  till  the  President- was  about  to  transmit  his 
nomination  to  the  Senate.  Then,  when  a  nomination 
oonld  no  longer  be  kept  back,  by  any  eonirivanee 
whatever,  and  not  till  fherif  did  Mr.  Crawford  exhibit 
him  objections. .  The  gentleman's  residence  was  too 
remote,  and  the  session  of  Congress  too  far  spent,  to 
mdmit  of  any  defence  at  explanation  from  him ;  and 
thiifl  be  lost  the  appointment.  As  this  case  is  strongly 
marked  by  certain  characteristical  traits,  which  tend 
to  illostrate  the  objects  and  design  of  this  w<BU*timed 
attack  upon  me,  I  refer,  for 'a  further  explanation  of 
it,  to  my  letter  to  Mr.  Crawford  on  the,  subject^?] 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  week  preTious  to  my  de- 
parture from  the  city,  on  calling  to  take  my  leave  of 
the  president,  I  met  «rith  Mr.  Dickins,  to  whom,  in  a 
short  conversation  with  him,  I  communicated  my  in* 
tention  of  leaving  the  city  on  the  Sutaday  following, 
(one  day  before  the  date  of  Mr.  Crawford's  communi- 
eation,)  and,  but  for  an  accidental  engagement  of  the 
Idecretary  of  State,  which  prevented  his  signing  a 
paper  that  It  Was  necessary  for  me  to  carry  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  tiU  a(U»r  the  hours  of  business 
in  that  Department  had  elapsed,!  should  have  depart- 
ed froUk  the  city  before  Mr.  Crawford's  communicaAipn 
was  made  v  &nd  probably  should  not  even  have  heard 
of  it  till  after  I  had  left  the  United  States. 

But,  independently  of  what  I  stated  to  Mr.  Dickins, 
my  intended  departure  was  strongly  indicated  by  the 
business  I  was  engaged  in  transacting  in  the  public 
offices.  It  was  generally  known ;  and,  if  it  had  not 
been,  it  was  very  naturally  to  have  been  expected. 

Deprived  of  all  opportunity  of  defence,  a  viciorv  over 
me  might,  indeed,  have  been  easy ;  but,  surefy,  the 
triumph  would  hav^  been  most  ignoble. 

By  Way  of  availing  myself  of  further  characteristical 
traiu,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  an  inspection  of  the 
public  documents  is  sufficient  to  show  that,  in  repeat- 
ed instances^  Mr.  Crawford's  replies  to  calls  upon  him 
by  the  House  for  information,  &c,  have  been  so  tardy 
and  protracted,  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  investi« 
gating  them  during  the  sessions  in  which  the  calls 
were  made ;  and  to  require  a  great  degree  of  charity—* 
pombly  however,  not  more  than  is  justly  due— to  re- 
sist the  belief  that  he  has  been  as  much  disposed  ta 
svade  ss  to  invito  a  scrutiny  into  his  conduct. 

£ven  the  correspondence  which,  accompanied  the 
report  in  question,  though  required  by  a  resolution 
of  the  8th  May,  1833,  to  be  laid  before  the  House  as 
early  as  practicable,  after  the  commencement  of  the 
then  next  succeeding  session,  has  beep  delayed  Co  so 
late  a  period  of  the  present  session  as  to  render  an 
investigation  of  it,  before  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber next,  impossible. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  circumstances,  it  may  be 
that  Mr.  Craw&rd  did  not  intend  to  take  an  undue  ad- 
vantage of  my  absence.  He  must  well  know  with  what 
indignaat  condemnation  such  an  attempt  would  be 
denounced  by  every  magnanimous  and  generous  bo- 
som. What  surprises  me  most  is,  tha^  a  just  appre- 
hension of  so  degrading  a  suspi<;ien  had  not  induced 
him  to  have  exhibited  his  insinuation  a  little  sooner, 
or  to  have  declined  it  altogether.  But,  whatover  may 
have  been  his  intentions,  I  could  Aot  have  been  more 
disadvantageously  affected  by  any  contrivance  or  strat- 
agem that  he  could  have  adopted,  to  deprive  me  of  a 
fiiir  opportunity  of  defence. 
Scartely  convalescent  from  a  long  indisposition,  ex- 


hausted with  the  fatigue  of  travelling,  and  required  to 

froceed  on  my  journey  with  all  convenient  despateh, 
must  leave  him  unanswered,  or  content  myself  with 
such  a  defence  as,  with  all  these  disadvantages,  a  very 
short  time  of  necessary  delay  on  my  journey  may  en* 
able  me  hastily  to  present  But,  what  I  regard  with 
the  most  concern  is,  that  writing,  as  I  must  do,  with- 
out having  it  in  my  power  to  refer  to,  and  re-examine, 
certain  documents,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  avail  mys^ 
of  some  important  cireumstancei^  which  they  would 
establish^  and  may  be  betrayed  into  some  slight  inac- 
curacies, to  which  all  men  are  liable  who  have  to 
trust  to  memory  alone.  I  promise,  howevej,  to  be 
more  accurate  than  Mr.  Crawford  has  been,  in  cases 
in  which  he  had  before  him  every  means  of  being 
entirely  so. 

Having  endeavored  to  establish  my  right  to  make 
my  defence  before  your  honorable  body,  and  taking 
it  for  granted  that  a  request  so  reasonable,-  under  all 
the  circumstances'  that  have  been  mentioned,  will  not 
be  denied  me,  I  presume  I  shall  be  indulged  in  every 
legitimate  right  of  defence  that  belongs  to  my  case. 

Among  these,  it  will  scarcely  be  denied  that  I  have 
a  right — 

1st.  To  corroborate  my  own  testimony. 

3dly.  To  show,  by  any  means  in  my  power,  that 
the  statementa  made  against  me  are  inconclusive; 
and,  particularly,  to  wail  myself  of  any  circumstance 
that  Js  presented  by  the  docnmente  in  th'e  case  in 
which  I  was  called  on  to  testi^,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
validating  those  statementa.    And,  , 

3diy.  Directly  to  impeach,  the  credibility  of  those 
who  have  assailed  mine. 

The  latter  I  shall  probably  waive ;  for,  though  I 
have,  at  all  times,  felt  myself  at  liberty  to  animadvert 
upon  Mr.  Crawford'i  official  conduct,  and  to  defend 
my  own,  both  of  which  he  has  found  me  prompt  to  do, 
in  cases  that  never  yet  have  met  the  public  eye,  I  never 
have  intentionally  treated  him  with  the  slightest  inde- 
corum, Or  a  want  of  that  respeot  th^t  is  due  .to  his 
station.  (8.)  Respect  for  your  hooorabte  body  would, 
of  itself  be  sufficient  to  induce  me  to  abstain  from 
the  language  of  passion,  or  abusive  vituperation,  be- 
fore you.  Respect  for  myself  would  'prevent  me  from 
it  anywhere  else.  I  cheerfully  leave  that  resource  to 
bullies,  political  tools,  mercenary  hirelings,  and  those 
who,  conscious  of  their  inability  to  defend  their  own 
conduct,  can  find  ns  better  means  of  di^flrting  public 
attention  from  themselves  to  others.  I  shall,  never- 
theless, freely  urge,  and  insist  on,  such  facta  as  I  know 
to  be  true,  disclaiming,  however,  any  other  construc- 
tion of-  them  than  the  most  innocent  of  which  Chey 
are  susceptible.  If  I  shall  point  out  palpable  omis- 
sions and  violations  of  duty,  or  show  that  letters, 
whieh  ought  tohitve  been  communicated  to  the  House, 
have  been  suppressed,  and  that  various  misstatomento 
have  been  officially  made,  I  shall  attribute  them  to 
.nothing  more  than  .forgetfulness,  inattention,  inad- 
vertence, or  some  erroneous,  but  innocent  views  of 
the  subject 

Thii  will  be  sufficient  to  show  thftt  the  negative 
statementa  of  Mr.  Crawford,  and  **  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  Treasury  Department,"  ought  not  to 
prevail  against  my  positive  statement  on  oath,  tf 
others  should  suppose  this  forbearance  on  my  part  a 
little  too'  fastidious,  and  that  the  easek  which  t  shall 
exhibit  are  evincive  of  intentions  less  innocent,  let  it 
be  remembered  that  their  views  of  the  subject  would 
unquestionably  render  the  case  the  stropgsr  in  my 
isYor. 
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With  tbeie  preUniiaBTy  ramarlu,  I  proceed  to  my 
defence  egunst  tbit  mal  apropoe  statement  of  Mr. 
Crawford. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  I  wa«  not  a  voionteer  in 
giving  my  teetiAony  before  the  committee,  and  I  can 
oonceive  of  no  motive  which  oeuld  be  aapposed,  by 
any  but  a  most  depraved  mind,  misled  by  ita  own 
wicked  operations,  to  have  indnence<l  me  to  make  au 
nncandid  statement.    As  to  my  responsibility,  in  con- 
sequence of  having  applied  to  Mr.  Crawford  to  caase 
certain  deposites  to  be  made  in  the  Bank  of  EdwaHs* 
ville,  in  preference  to  that  of  Missouri,  surely  I  have 
shown  that  enough  was  known  about  the  latter  bank, 
at  the  time  my  testimony  was  given,  to  have  freed 
me  from  all  apprehensions  in  regard  to  any  responsi* 
bility  that  I  bad  imposed  upon  myself,  even  if  I  had 
not  withdrawn,  as  already  stated,  from  the  **  Direc- 
torship" of  the  former.     But,  Mr.  Crawford  does  not 
deny  that  he  received  my  publication,  and  even  if  he 
had  not  received  it,  it -having  6eea  made  in  two 
difierent  Butes,   and  he    having  been,   m  I  have 
shown,  put  upon  inqniiy  in  regard  to  that  bank,  and 
inibrmea  of  the  difficulties  it  had  had  to  encounter,  I 
certainly  might  rely  u])on  the  notoriety  of  my  acts,  in 
this  respect,  with  a  much  better  grace  than  he  relies 
upon  a  supposed  notoriety  of  his  repeated  but  unpub- 
lished omissions,  to  comply  with  the  most  positive 
legd  rojancttotts  as  an  excuse  for  those  omissions, 
which  he  does  in  his  letter  of  the  24th  February,  1823, 
to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  investigation : 
and  in  which  be  also  seems,  almost,  to  insist  that  his 
violation  of  his  duty  was  equivalent  to  a  fulfilment 
of  it. 

It  could  havebeen  no  object  with  me  to  have  estab- 
lished an  additional  suppreesion  upon  him ;  for,  if 
time  do  not  fkii  me,  it  will  be  seen,  before  I  am  done 
with  this  subject,  thSEt  I  had  in  my  poesesmon  proof, 
whose  credibility  could  not  be  questioned,  of  his  hav- 
ing suppressed,  in  a  variety  of  other  instances,  letters 
enough,  of  a  much  more  important  character  and  deli* 
cate  bearing,  for  any  purpose  that  the  utmost  malig- 
nity could  have  contemplated,  as  possible  to  be  ef- 
ftoted  by  such  means.  [9.] 

The  amount  of  my  statement  before  the  committee, 
as  well  as  I  can  now  recollect  it,  (not  having  it  in 
my  power  to  refer  it  for  examination,}  but  which  will 
be  supplied  at  Washington  is, 

1st  That,  for  the  reasons  therefai  mentioned,  I  made 
a  publication  of  my  intention  to  retire  from  the  **  Di- 
rectorship" of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville. 

2d.  That  I  advised  the  Receiver  of  Public  Money 
at  that  place,  to  withhold  his  depositee  from  the  bank, 
till  he  could  receive  further  orders  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

3d.  That  the  Receiver  did  write  to  the  Secvetary 
on  the  subject,  enclosing  my  publication,  dee. 

4th..  That  the  former  afterwards  informed  me  that 
be  had  received  a  letter  from  the  latter,  directing  him 
to  continue  the  deposites. 

Now,  it  is  not  denied,  and  dare  not  be,  that  I  did 
make  the  publication  alluded  to,  and  this  I  could  not 
have  done,  for  the  reasons  that  induenced  me,  con- 
sistently with  the  known  friendship  and  intimacy  that 
then  subsisted  between  the  Receiver  and  myself,  with- 
out giving  him  the  advice  mentioned  in  the  second 
part  of  the  above  statement.  But  that  I  did  give  that 
advice  is  much  more  stfongly  corroborated  by  the  fact 
that  the  Receiver  did  actually  withhold  the  deposites, 
and  Mr.  Crawford  knows  it.  This  might  be  estab- 
lished by  the  monthly  returns  of  both  the  Receiver  and 


the  bank.  Bnt  these  are  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Crawford;  I,  however,  foltcitate  myself  upon  being 
able  to  satisfy  your  honorable  body  of  the  fiict,  by  doc- 
uments thmt  have  been  furnished  by  himself,  Intt 
which,  thank  Ood,  are  now  out  of  hie  power. 

By  his-report  of  the  S7th  February,  1823,  (8  volnme 
State  Pa^rs,  2d  sees.  17th  Congress,  pages  31,  33, 
and  36,)  it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  of  deposiie 
stated  to  have  been  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  to 
the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  wa»— 

At  the  end  of  the  2d..qttftrter  of  1819,  $45,560  68 
At  the  end  of  the  3d  quarter  of  1819,-  45,475  04 
At  the  end  of  the  4th  quarter  of  1819,  58,101  59 
The  two  first  of  these  statements  are  presumed  to 
be  correct,  or  nearly  ao.  The  latter  is  entirely  other- 
wise, as  I  will  prove  to  your  satisfaction,  if  there  ig 
any  kii^d  of  confidence  to  be  reposed  in  previous  sttte- 
ments  exhibited  to  you  by  Mr.  Crawford.  Had  it 
been  intended  to  disguise  the  fact  of  the  Receiter*! 
having  withheld  the  depositee,  as 'above  stated,  and  to 
give  some  semblance  of  plausibility  to  the  recent  in- 
sinuation against  myself,  nothing  could  have  been 
mora  ingeniously,  or  more  disingenilously,  centrived, 
for  these  purposes,  than  this  last  statement  If  it  hsd 
been  truly  stated  that,  instead  of  $59,191  59,  the  retl 
amount  in  deposite,  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  qaarter, 
wa»$98,191  69^,  the  contrast  between  this  sum  tod 
the  amount  of  the  previous  deposites,  might  have  tf* 
forded  some  corroboration  to  my  statement  before  the 
committee.  But  this,  subsequent  events  have  proved, 
it  was  intended  to  question.  I  will,,  however,  mtke 
the  case  too  plain  for  doubt 

By  the  report  last  referred  to,  it  appeara  that  the 
amount  of  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  edwardsville,  to 
the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  on  the  last  days  of  June 
and  September,  v^as  a  little  upwards  of  ^5,000. 

By  Mr.  Crawford's  previous  report  of  the  S7thef 
April,  ll322,  (in  which  is  an  ingenious  contriTsnce  of 
placing  December  before  November,)  it  is  shown  by 
the  bank  returns  themselves,  that,  on  the  30th  of  No* 
vember,  1819,  the  amount  of  deposite  was  945,476  04}, 
and  that,  on  the  last  day  of  the  succeeding  month, 
(the  end  of  the  fourth  quarter  of  1-819,}  it  was  |98,- 
191  59i,  [10]  and  not  $68,191  59,  as  subseqoeotly 
reported  from  the  Treasury  Department 

From  the  correspondence  betwee^i  the  seteral 
amounts  of  deposite  in  the  bank,  oh  the  last  dtji  of 
June,  September,  and  November^  and  the  diderencs 
between  them  and  that  of  the  last  day  ofVetemhtt, 
in  the  same  year,  no  one  can  doubt  that  the  Receiver 
at  Edwardsville  did  actually  withhold  the  depositee  as 
above  suggested ;  unless  it  can  be  believed  thtt  he 
did,  in  one  single  nK>nth»  distinguished  by  no  partien- 
lar  circumstances,  receive  to  the  amount  of  $dV 
716  65,  equal  to  the  rate  of  ^92,598  60  per  ttmom. 
Let  us,  then,  inquire  a  little  into  the  probability  of 
his  having  written  to  Mr.  Crawford,  or,  rather,  into  the 
great  improbability  of  his  not  having  done  so. 

This  gentleman  united  in  himself  the  office' of  R^ 
ceiver  and  President  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville. 
As  Receiver,  he  had  poaitive  ordera  to  make  his  depo> 
sites  in  that  bank,  and  was  bound  to  make  monthly 
returns  of  his  accounts  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Tresf- 
uiy.  Aa  President,  it  was  his  duty  to  hats  moDthJy 
returns  of  the  state  of  the  bonk,  and  the  smomit  of 
public  deposites  therein,  regularly*  transmitted  to  the 
Secretary.  '  Is  it,  then,  to  be  believed,  that  he  aboaid 
have  withheld  the  deposites  contrary  to  his  ordeisy 
without  having  given  to  Mr.  Crawford  some  rewon, 
either  As  Receiver  or  President,  for  his  having  oods 
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so  1  And»  if  he  bad  failed  to  perform  this  datjr,  is  it 
credible  ibat  Mr.  Crawford  would  have  been  eo  negii- 
geot  and  inatteotiTe  to  his  duty,  and  so  regardleaa  of 
the  public  interest,  as  not  to  have  called  him  to  an 
accouDt  for  such  conduct  1 

But,  if  further  confirmt^tion  of  the  letter's  having 
been  written,  and  received  by  Mr.  Crawford,  too,  were 
wanting,  strong  presumptions  in  favor  of  both  may  be 
derived  from  the  very  guarded  and  characteristic  arti- 
fice by  which  he  would  seem  equally  lo  deny  .the  r^ 
ceipi  of  the  letter,  and  that  any  instructions  had  b^en 
given  to  the  Beceiver  to  continue  to  make  the  depo- 
sitee.   Let  it  be  obeerved,  that  my  statement,  as  quo- 
ted by  Mr.  Crawford,  is,  *'  that  the  Receiver  informed 
me  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  di- 
recting him  to  continue  the  deMeitMu*'    Mr.  Craw- 
lord  iiees  not  deny  that  such  oireetions  were  gtyen, 
but  he  says,  **  it  appears  that  no  answer  to  soch  leV- 
ier,  directing  the  Receiver  to  cootinue  the  depositee, 
was  ever  written,"  dtc    From  this  peculiar  manner 
of  denial,  I  can  but  infer  that,  not  being  willing,  from 
some  cause  or  other,  to  admit  the  receipt  of  the  letter, 
Mr.  Crawford  contrived  ..to  give  the  directions  under 
8om*  other  form  or  pretext  than  that  of  a  direct  an- 
swer to  it.     But  that  such  directions  were  given,  I 
cannot  doubt,  though  I  have  nothing  to  rely  Upon  for 
this  opimon  but  the  Receiver's  woid.for  the  fact     If 
Mr.  Crawford  did  not  write  to  him  spedally  on  the 
subject  of  his  having,  withhctld  the  depositee,  it  can 
only  be  satisiactoriiy  accounted  for  on  the  supposition 
that  he  (Mr.  Crawford)  did,  in  fome  form  or  other, 
^ve  such  directions  as  he  supposed  would  produce  the 
proper  corrective. 

Another  fact,  in  confirmation  of  my  statement,  is, 
that  one  of  the  two  Receivers  who  h«4  been  directed 
to  make  their  deposits  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville, 
was  ordered  to  make  his  elsewhere.  But  under  what 
metezt  I  do  not  ki¥>w,  nor  do  I. recollect  erer  to  have 
Leaid ;  probably,  howei^r,  Under  soomi  one  equally 
calculated  to  disguise  the  real  motive,  as  the  giving 
of  directions,  without  ad&nowledging  the  leoeipt  of 
the  letter  that  produced  them. 

It  will  not,  I  pennade.  myself^  be  considered  a  tri- 
fling corroboration  pf  my  statemei^i,  that  it  was  not 
made  to  the  committee  for  the  fint  time ;  bnt  that,  in 
a  private  correspondence  between  Mr.  Crawford  and 
myself,  more  than  twelve  months  before  my  examina- 
tion by  the  committ^,  I  had  asserted 'the  same  foots 
substantially  to  himseif. 

In  my  letter  to  him  of  the  Qth  February,  1893, 
(which  I  would  not  venture  to  refer  to  if  I  had  not  his 
answer  to  it,)  I  say,  "I  beg  Jeave.moet  reep^ctfeliy 
tn  vuggest,  thflt  it  ifonld  be  but  an  act  ef  justice  to 
jne  to  present  my  publication  of  1819,  in  which  I  de- 
.  dared  I.  would  be  no  longer  rf  sponpible  for  the  hank 
£of  £dwardsvllle]  in  any  way  whatever.    This  puUi* 
cation  was  contained  in  the  St.  Louis  inquirer,  whidi 
i  believe  you  took  at  that  time.    It  wae  alfo  contained 
in  a  paper  which  I  forwarded  to  you  myself.    And  it 
was  encloeed,  and  referred  to,  in  a  letter  from  Colonel 
.  Stepheneoo,  the  President  of  the  Bank,  [and  the  Re- 
ceiver also]  to  you,  which  letter,  he  informed  me,  ha^d 
been  answered.    Since  .the  Fall  of  1819,  my  connez- 
,  ion  with  that  bank  has  entire^  ceased,  except  that  I 
am  a  stockholder  in  it,  without,  however,  ever  having 
borrowed  one  cent  from  it." 

In  my  letter  to  Mr.  Crawford,  of  14th  February, 

18^3,  I  say  to  him,   **  I  must,  however,  say,  sir,  that, 

as  the  information,  in  the  Treasury  Department,  rtla- 

iive  to  my  original  reconunendataon  of  the  Bank  of 


EdwaidsviUe,  has,  for  some  time  past,  been  distinctly 
understood,  and  freely  used  at  this  place,  [Washing- 
ton,] I  can  but  consider  it  eom^what  unfortunate  for 
me,  that  other  communications  in  the  Department, 
which  ought  to  have  terminated  all  responsibility  on 
my  part;  have  not  been  equal^  known.  That  I  was 
die  cause  of  the  depositee  being  made  there,  in  the 
first  instapce,  I  freely  acknowledge.  But,  that  I  una- 
quivocally  declared,  I  would  not  be  held  responsible 
for  thitt  or  any  other  bank,  in  any  wij  whatever,  after 
the  Fall  of  1819;  that  you  were  n<^tified  thereof  In 
due  time;  that  the  depositee  have  not  been  contintted 
there  in  consequence  of  my  recommendation  since 
that  period ;  and  that  the  bank  was  then  in  a  good 
situation,  I  may,  I  think,  aceovding  to  my  preeent  im- 
l^eseioiie,  foirly  ioeist  upon.  And,  if  so,  the  partial 
information,  now  in  ciroulittion  at  this  place,  is  not 
calculated  to  do  me  that  .justice  which,  I  hope,  I  have 
a  right  to  expect  from  your  magnanimity.  It  would, 
therefore,  afford  me  gie(|t  pleasure,  I  assure,  you,  sir, 
that  the  whole  of  my  conlluct,  in  relation  to  that  busi- 
ness, should  be  so  fully  known  as  to  be  no  longer 
misunderstood." 

The  first  of  these  letUTs  wae  written  five  days  be- 
fore his  report  of  the  14th  February,  1883.  The  sec- 
ond bears  the  same  date  of  the  latter.  They  must 
both,  therefore,  h«ve  baen  written  before  any  charge 
of  suppressions  h^d  been  made  or  suggested. 

Had  the  exiatenoe  of  the  Reoeiven's  letter  been  de- 
nied, or'the  slightest  intimation  of  questioning  it  been 
given,  at  the  time  it  was  thus  ssserted,  I  could,  and 
would,  have  proved  every  foot  contained  in  my  atata- 
ment  in  regard  to  it,  by  that  gentieman  himself.  But 
he  is  now  dead*  Mr.  Crawfoed  knew  this  before  .he 
made  the  report  in  question— <and  dead  man  cannot 
contradict  living  ones. 

No  one  can  read  the  intomg^tories  that  were  put 
to  me  by  the  comnutteet  end  believe  that  Mr.  Craw- 
ford was  not  well  informed  of  my  testimony  before,  the 
date  of  his  letter  to  the  chairman«of  the  same  commit- 
tee,  which  Was  eleven  di^s  later  than  my  exanrina- 
tion.  From  the  nature  of  the  inquiries  which  he  was 
then  called  upon  to  answer,  they-aAmled  as  suitable 
an  occasion,  as  the  one  he  has  seleoted,  for  queetion- 
ing  my  credibility.  Why*  then,  •  h«s  he  eo  long  pest^ 
poned  iti  One  thing  Is  certain,  it  never  conkihava 
beeiir  undertaken  with  greater  hopes  of  snccees  than 
w^n  it  was  supposed  I  should  have  no  opportunity  of 
defonding  myjel^       t 

'  I  will  now  submit  to  your  honorable  body  a  fow  re- 
marks, 'to  frii0w  that  the  negative  statemente  of  Mr. 
Crawford,  and  his  ^'oificers  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment," however  confidentiy  relied  upon  by  him  for 
my  total  OTerlhrow,  are  t6o  incondttsive  for  his 
purpose.  * 

You  have  been  informed  by  him  that,  previous  to 
the  calls  for  hii  correspondence  with  the  local  banks, 
which  were  made  the  depositories  of  public  money,  it 
had  been  usual  to  refer  all  eueh  caUs  lo  Mr.  Jones,  his 
chief  clerk,  but  that,  in  theseceies,  another  derk  had 
been  selected  to  coUect  the  letlecs,  4cc.,  which  were 
called  for.  Why  thie  change  was  made,  at  that  par- 
ticular juncture*  (being  wholly  unaccounted  for  by 
Mr.  Crawford,}  is  left  to  conjecture.  Was  Mr.  Jones 
incompetent  to  the  dischajge  of  this  duty  1  The  aeiy 
station  he  holds  in  the  Depaiiment  forbids  such  a 
supposition.  Had  he  proved  himself  unworthy  of  con- 
fidence t  If  eo,  he  coold  not  have  retained  his  sta- 
tion ;  and  such  is  acknowledged  to  be  ins  stem,  iin- 
yieUiAg,  infiexible  integrity,  that  no  one  ce«ld  haira 
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•uppOacd  him  capable  of  a  sQbeenriency  in  any  unfair 
parpoae.  I  confeai  I  regret  that  the  change  was  made : 
for,  had  it  not  been,  I  cannot  resist  the  belief  that  I 
shonld  have  been  spared  much  of  the  labor  of  this  vin- 
dication. But,  without  yielding  to  unaTailing  regrets, 
•I  must  be  content  to  take  things  as  I  find  them,  I, 
therefore,  proceed  to  examine  the  testimony  that  is 
offered  agamst  me. 

This  is  substantially,  1st.  That  no  such  letter  from 
the  Receiver  [as  that  mentioned  in  my  examination] 
is  to  be  found  in  the  files  of  the  Department.  3.  That 
the  officers  employed  m  it  have  no  recollection  of  the 
receipt  of  such  a  letter.  And  3.  That  the  records 
of  the  Department  do  not  shew  that  it  was  answered. 

Supposing  it  to  be  true  that  this  letter  cannot  be 
found  "  in  the  files  of  the  Department,"  it  by  no  means 
proves  that  it  was  not  received  by  Mr.  Crawford. 

This  is  not  the  first  occasion  on  which  I  have  had 
to  regret  that  a  letter  received  by  him  could  not  be 
found  when  it  became  necessary  for  my  defence. 

Finding  myself  grossly  misrepresented  in  relation 
to  a  letter  I  had  written  to  him,  and  being  determined 
to  vindicate  myself  against  the  insinuations  that  were 
predicated  upon  it,  I  wrote  tft  htm  on  the  5th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1821,  requesting  a  copy  of  it.  In  his  reply,  dated 
10th  January,  1821,  he  says:  *<The  letter  which  you 
have  described  in  yours  of  the  6th  ipstant,  has  been 
sought  for  In  vain.  Mr.  Jones  states  that,  according 
to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  he  considered  it  not  of  a 
description  to  go  on  the  files,  and  that  consequently  it 
was  not  filed.  If  bis  recoHeetion  is  correct,  it  accounts 
for  the  absence  of  the  letter  from  the  files,  and  for  its 
being  lost  or  mislaid."  My  letter  being  thus  disposed 
of,  Mr.  Crawford,  in  his  answer,  impliedly  repeated 
one  of  the  insinuations  above  referred  to.  This  was 
promptly  repelled  by  me ;  and,  since  then,  I  have  heard 
no  more  on  that  subject 

From  this  case  alone,  it  might  not  be  unreasonable 
to  presume  that  some  similar  disposition  may  have  been 
nade  of  the  letter  now  in  question.  But,  with  every 
motive  to  make  such  an  assertion,  Mr.  Crawford  has 
not  ventured  to  say  he  did  not  receive  this  letter.  It 
will  not  be  difficult  to  show  that  other  letters,  of  infi- 
nitely more  importance,  have  been  received  by  him, 
about  which  it  might  be  truly  said,  **  no  such  letters 
are  to  be  found  in  the  files  of  the  Department."  He 
has  sometimes  another  depository  for  them,  in  which 
the  letter  mentioned  in  my  examination  may  also  have 
been  placed.  It  may  have  been  addressed  to  him  **  with* 
out  the  addition  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,"  which 
wo  have  seen  it  gravely  insisted  on  as  giving  him  a  right 
to  consider  any  letter  as  **  a  private  paper,"  though 
exclusively  relating  to  matters  of  official  duty.  Or  he 
may  have  *<  considered  it  not  of  a  description  to  go  on 
the  files ',''  and  thus  may  **  iU  absence  from  the  files," 
or  "its  being  lost  or  mislaid,"  be  very  naturally  ac- 
eounted  for,  aecordiog  to  the  praeiiees  of  the  Departs 
ment. 

The  probability  of  this  supposition  is  greatly  strength- 
ened by  the  following  case : 

Between  1816,  and  the  31st  December,  1819,  ho  re- 
oeivod  important  communications  on  the  subject  of 
the  illicit  introduction  of  a  large  number  of  African 
slaves  into  the  United  States,  which  strongly  impli- 
cated one  of  his  particular  friends.  By  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representativea,  of  the  last  men- 
tioned date,  he  was  directed  to  lay  before  the  House 
eopies  of  such  communications  as  he'  had  received 
■inco  1816,  and  nteh  information  as  he  possessed,  in 
velatioa  to  the  illicit  introduction  of  slaves  into  the 


United  States.  But,  notwithstanding  this  potitire 
call  upon  him,  I  assert,  and  I  challenge  investigttioo, 
thtet  he  did  withhold  letters  and  information  upon  this 
subject,  implicating  his'  friend,  which  ought  to  ban 
been  communicated  to  the  House,  and  some  of  whicfa, 
he  did  not  even  pei'mit  *'  to  go  on  the  files  of  the  De- 
partment" Of  course,  it  might  be  very  truly  ttidoC 
them»  **  that  no  such  letters  are  to  be  found  on  tin 
files  of  the  Department ;  and  that  the  officers  emploj* 
ed  in  it  have  no  recollection  of  the  receipt  of  then ;" 
for,  having  been  deposited  in  his  own  private  bareaa, 
those  officers  could  have  no  means  of  oscertatnibg  ths 
fact,  and  the  very  motives  for  withholding  them  from 
the  files,  would  render  fruitless  all  attempts  to  find 
**  answers"  to  them  **  by  an  examinatibn  of  the  rec- 
ords of  the  Department."  And  yet,  there  is  no  dosbt 
of  their. having  been  received,  and  the  strongest  prob- 
ability that  they  were  answered  also.  If  the  authority 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  was  not  sufficient  to 
obtain  their  production,  the  non^proddction  of  the  let- 
ter of  the  Receiver  at  Edwardsville  ought  not  to  ezdie 
a  moment's  surprise. 

But  it  also  appears  that  he^  and  his  '*  officers  of  the 
Treasury  Department,"  have  not  been  able  to  find  t 
great  number  of  other  letters,  and  even  some  of  his 
own  official  ones,  when  required  bj  other  calls  of  the 
House  ;  or,  if  they  could  have  been  found,  they  were 
suppressed.  Of  this,  the  documents  furnished  by  him- 
self afford  both  abundant  and  conclusive  proof.  Maor 
instances  might  be  stated.  For  the  sake  of  brerity,  I 
will  allude  to  a  few  of  them  only. 

Several  cases  oi  this  kind  are  presented  by  the  cor- 
respondence with  the  Bank  of  Huntsvllle.  I  will  re- 
fer to  but  one  of  them.  This  is  too  conclusive  for  any 
artifice  to  elude  it ;  and  it  requires  but  a  bare  inspec- 
tion of  the  documents  themselves  to  be  couTinced 
of  it. 

In  his  letter,  *<  L.',  No.  7,"  to  the  President  of  the 
Bank  of  Huntoville,  dated  the  30th  July,  1819,  he 
says,  **  You  will  perceive,  by  the  contents  of  my  1^* 
ter  of  the  ninth  instant,  that  the  failure  of  the  Ntsfa- 
ville  Bank*  and  its  offices,  was,  at  that  time,  knows  to 
this  Department.    It  Was  then  foreseen  that  the  Bank 
of  Huntsville  could  not  fail  to  be-  injuriously  afiecled 
by  that  event,  and  by  others  of  a  similar  nature,  which 
were  then  anticipated.     *        *     The  reasons  stated 
in  my  letter  of  the  ninth  instant,  in  Avor  of  the  prompt 
adoption,  by  the  bank,  of  the  measures  Decetfary  io 
the  transfer  of  the  pubiie  money  in  the  posseesioa 
of  the  bank,  beyond  the  permanent  deposite,  remain 
unimpaired." 

This  letter  of  the  0th  of  July,. 1810,  is  also  rsferied 
to  in  letter  *•  L.,  No.  8,"  from  the  President  of  the 
Bank  of  HunUville,  dated  September,  1819.  Yet  this 
same  letter  of  the  0th  instant,  whose  **  relevancy  to 
the  subject-matter  of  the  call"  admits  of  no  question, 
"  was  not  to  be  found  on  the  files  of  the  Department,*' 
or  it  was  purposel j  suppressed,  for  it  has  not  been 
communicated. 

By  an  eiamination  of  the  documents  No.  66,  and 
No.  110,  it  will  be  seen  that  more  than  half  the  cor- 
respondence with  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  though  called 
for  by  a  reaolution  of  the  House  has  been  suppressed. 
The  hnportanoe  and  very  delicate  import  of  a  hw  of 
these  letters  will  be  no^ced  presently,^  in  connexion 
with  another  subject. 

But,  though'  there  Were  two  calls  in  this  case,  either 
of  which  rendered  it  the  duty  of  Mr.  Crawford  to  have 
transmitted  all  the  correspondence;  and  thoagh,  in 
anawering  the  second  «all,  he  expressly  stated  that  he 
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had  transmitted  **  all  the  correspondence  required  by 
tlie  resolution,  except  two  letters  from  the  Receirer  at 
St.  Louis,  which  were  of  a  confidential  nature,"  yet, 
your  honorable  body  will  find  very  strong  reasons  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  this  statement,  and  I  shall  be 
much  surprised  if  the  third  call,  with  which  he  has  so 
tardily  complied,  has  been  sufficient  to  draw  from  him 
all  the  correspondence,  even  with  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri, The  omission  of  letters,  aijdressed  to  the  De- 
partment, might  bd  accounted  fur  on  the  supposition 
that  they  might  have  miscarried.  But  this  is  a  casualty 
to  which  the  letters,  or  copies  of  the  letters,  of  the 
Secretary  himself,  which  should  always  remain  in  the 
Department,  are  not  liable.  They  may,  however, 
sometimes  disappear,  as  the  letter  of  the  Receiver  at 
Edwardsville  seems  to  .have  done.  If  not,  it  will  be 
diBicult  to  account  for  the  absence  of  a  letter  of  the 
30th  July,  1819,  which  is  presumed  to  have  been  ad- 
dressed by  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  upon 
the  authority  of  a  rejport  of  a  committee  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Missouri,  at  its  session  in  1822. 

This  was  a  committee  appointed  to  examine  into 
the  ^ncerns  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri.  Mr.  Craw- 
ford*s  letters  to  that  bank  were  submitted  to  the  in- 
spection of  the  committee,  and  the  report,  which  I 
haVe  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit,  (II)  contains 
extracts  from  several  of  them,  among  which  is  one 
from  his  letter  of  30th '^July,  1819,  of  which  enough 
appears  to  prove  ^hat  it  was  embraced  by  the  call,  and 
ought  to  have  been  communicated,  unless,  indeed,  it 
is  a  mere  fabrication  by  the  committee,  for  which  no 
imaginable  motive  can  be  perceived. 

I  have  not  time  to  dwell  upon  several  curious  par- 
ticulars that  sre  disclosed  by  this  report.  I  beg  leave, 
however,  to  refer  your  honoisable  body  to  the  contract 
with  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  as  therein  set  forth.  An 
inspection  of  it  will  emible  you  to  decide  at  once  whe- 
ther it  is  correctly  represented  in  Mr.  Crawford's  re- 
port of  it,  and  whether  he  had  a  right  to  withdraw 
any  part  of  the  permanent  deposite,  under  any*  pre- 
tence whatever,  before  the  expiration  of  six  months 
**  after' it  ceased  to  be  employed  to  receive  the  publie 
moneys." 

In  regard  to  the  letters  that  have  been  alluded  to,  I 
will  barely  remark,  that,  if  to  many  of  them,  actually 
belonging  to  the  Department,  could  not  be  found  on 
'*  its  files,"  it  will  not  be  strange  if  it  shall  hereafter 
appear  that  the  letter  of  the  Receiver  at  Edwardsville 
has  been  overlooked ;  or,  if  the  former  were  purposely 
suppressed,  tl^ere  is  nothing  improbable  in  the  belief 
that  the  latter  has  shared  the  same  fate. 

But  this  letfer  may  have  been  received  by  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, and  he  may  have  forgotten  it. 

This,  I  presume,  I  may  fairly  demonstrate,  by  show* 
ing  that  his  memory  has  been  extremely  trcacheroup, 
in  other  instances,  of  far  greater  consequence.  For 
this  purpose,  I  beg  leave,  in  the  first  place,  to  call  the 
attention  of  your  honorable  body  to  his  oath,  before 
the  committee. 

Regardless  of  the  salutary  admonitions  of  the  pro- 
verb **  of  the  glass  windows,"  he  has  treated  my  oath 
somewhat  freely,  and  he  can  have  no  reasonable 
cause  to  complain  if  his  own  shall  undergo  a  slight  in- 
vestigation. 

On  his  examination  before  the  commitiee,  he  says, 
*<  I  never  sanctioned  the  omission  of  any  part  of  the 
correspondence."  ' 

Now  let  us  heftr  Mr.Bickins,  bis  confidential  clerk. 
On  the  examination  of  this  gentleman 'before  the  same 


Secretary,  when  information  is  called  for,  to  give  every 
thing  that  relates  to  the  subject  When  the  call  wae 
made,  I  looked  over  all  the  papers,  filed  and  unfiled, 
relating  to  the  subject  The  papers,  after  selected, 
are  laid  before  the  Secretary  ;  and  in  this  case,  he  di- 
rected me  to  collect  every  thing  in .  the  office  relating 
to  the  subject.  They  were  selected  and  submitted  to 
his  inspection.  In  this  case,  from  the  urgency  of  it,  I 
took  the  originals  and  .rough  draughts.  The  papers 
remained  some  time  before  the  Secretary,  while  he 
was  making  the  report,  after  I  gave  them  to  him,  and 
before  he  communicated  to  the  House." 

Let  it  be  recollected  that  Mr.  Dickins  is  one  of  Mr. 
Crawford's  witnessejs  againtft  me,  and  enjoys  his  high- 
est confidence.  Now,  if,  this  gentleman  swears  the 
truth,  I  would  ask,  how  it  could  have  happened  that 
so  many  letters  of  the  correspondence  with  the  Banks 
of  Huntsville  and  Missouri  alone  were  suppressed, 
without  Mr.  Crawford's  sanction  ? 
.  The  document  No.  119,  before  referred  to,  most 
indisputably  proves  that  upwards  of  twenty  letteraof 
the  correspondence  with  the  latter  bank  were  sup- 
pressed, on  the  first  call  for  them ;  and  that  these 
very  letters  were  <*  in  the  -office."  If,  then,  Mr.  Dick- 
ins  did  collect,  and  lay  before  Mr.  Crawford,  **  all  the 
papers,  filed  and  unfiled,  relating  to  the  subject," 
which  he  was  strictly  ordered  to  do,  and  swears  he 
did  ;  by  whom  could  the  suppression^  of  so  great  a 
portion  of  the  correspondence  with  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri have  been  effected  ?  If  not  by  Mr.  Crawford, 
his  own  statement  shows  that  it  must  have  been  done 
by  Mr.  Dickins.  To  permit  so  flagrant  a  breach  of 
trust  and  confidence  to  pass  with  impunity,  is  to  sanc- 
tion it.  If  this  suppression  escaped  Mr.  Crawford's 
notice,  when  he  answered  the  first  call  for  those  let- 
ters, he  could  not  have  be^n  ignorant  of  it,  when  he 
shortly  afterwards  complied  with  tlie  second  call,  by 
transmitting  the  very  letters  th^at  had  been  suppress- 
ed. Yet,  we  have  never  heard  that  Mr.  Dickins  has 
been  punished,  in  any  manner  whatever ;  and  from 
the  relatiotk  in  which  these  gentlemen  stand  to  each 
other,  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  he  has  been  even 
blamed. 

Again  :  Mr.  Crawfor.d,  in  his  testimony,  says,  **  It 
is  usual  when  resolutions  require  information  which 
the  records  or  files  of  the  office  afiford,  to  send  copies ; 
but  when  there  is  a  press  of  business,  the  originals 
are  sometimes  sent,  as  in  the  present  case," 

Thus,  it  appears,  from  the  oath  of  these  two  gen- 
tlemen, that  Mr.  Dickins  delivered  all  the  **  originals 
and  rough  draughta  "  to  Mr.  Crawford;  and  that  the 
latter  sent  them  all  to  the  House.  No  one  therefore 
could  reasonably  expect  to  find  copies  among  them. 
Yet,  upon  an  examination  of  the  correspondence  with 
the  Huntsville  Bank  alone,  it  will  be  found  that  about 
one-third  of  the  pages  it  occupies,  and  more  than  that 
proportion  of  the  letters,  are  given  as  extracts.  These, 
surely,  can  not  be  originals,  unless  Mr.  Crawford  and 
the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Huntsville  were  in  the 
habit  of  sending  extracts  of  their  own  letters  to  each 
other — a  novelty  that  can  scarcely  be  believed  to  have 
occurred. 

But,  besides  the  striking ,  variance  between  Mr. 
Crawford's  statement  of  having  sent  the  originals  to 
the  House,  and  the  fact  of  this  ease,  the  transforma- 
tion of  those  originals  into  extracts  requires  explana- 
tion, at  least.  It  is  difficult  to  conjecture  any  motive 
for  sending  these  extracts,  instead  ef  the  originals, 
unless  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  omitting  and  with- 
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committee,  be  says,  *<  It  is  Uie  general  direction  of  the  |  holding  -  something  which  the  latter  contained.    Atid 
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if  Mr.  Crawford  **  never  sanctioned  the  omission  of  any 
part  of  the  correspondence,"  by  whom  and  with  what 
motives  could  these  extracts  have  been  made,  and 
foisted  into  the  place  of  the  originals  1 

It  cannot  be  too  much  to  say  that  there  appears  to 
have  been  considerable  forgetfulness  in  some  part  of 
Ihis  affair. 

Mr.  Crawford  must  also  have  forgotten 'the  resolu- 
tion of  1816,  when,  in  direct  violation  of  its  positive 
injunctions,  he  received  from  certain  local  banks,  in 
discbarge  of  their  debts  to  the  United  States,  send  at 
par,  the  large  amount  of  uncurrent  notes  which,  in  his 
report,  he  admits  be  did  receive  from  them. 

jBut  his  memory  must  have  been  much  more  unfor- 
tunately treacherous  to  him  in  two  other  particulars 
relating  to  this  business ;  for  I  shall  show  that  he  lias 
made  two  palpable  and  important  misstatements  in 
regard  to  it 

Being  called  on  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  state  the  amount  of  uncurrept  paper 
which  he  received  from  the  local  banks  that  bad  been 
made  depositories  of  public  money  received  from  the 
•ale  ef  public  lands,  he  admits  the  receipt  of  a  large 
amount  from  the  banks  of  Edwardsvilie,  Missouri,  and 
Tombeckbee.  But,  as  an  excuse  for  his  conduct,  he 
represents  those  notes  to  have  been  deposited  in  these 
banks  "  before  the  dataof  their  contracts,"  under  which 
they  agreed  to  ac<;ount  for  the  public  deposites  in  specie. 

This  I  do  most  unequivocally  and  positively  aver  to 
be  t  nusrepresentation,  and  and  an  indefensible  apol- 
ogy ;  and  your  honorable  body  cannot  fall  to  be  con- 
vinced of  it,  by  adverting  to  the  contracts  themselves. 
I  will  rf  fer  to  only  one  of  them  at  present.  The  very 
first  article  of  the  contract  with  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
ville,  under  which  it  received  the  first  tent  of  public 
deposites,  is  in  the  fpllowing  wrords,  viz :  *<  1.  Thtt 
the  public  moneys  shall  be  entered  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer  as  cash ,-  which  may  be  seen  in  document 
No.  66,  letter  G,  Noe.  i  and  2. 

But,  for  his  own  opinion  upon  the  subject,  even  in 
a  case  where  there  had  been  no  express  stipulation 
«<  to  pay  cash,"  I  refer  your  honorable  body  to  his  let- 
ter L,  rio,  1,  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Hunts- 
▼iUe,  dated  the  11th  January,  1818,  where  it  will  be 
found  that  he  says:  **In  making  the  Planters  and 
Merchant's  Bank  of  Hnntsville  a  place  of  deposite,  at 
its  particular  solicitation,  it  wqs  expected  that  the 
transfer  of  the  funds  which  it  undertook  to  make,  would 
be  efiected  in  funds  that  circulated  at  par  at  the  place 
where  the  transfer  was  directed.  As  the  Receiver  had 
been  directed  to  receive  the  bills  on  no  banks  which 
did  not  discbarge  them  in  specie  upon  demand,  it  was 
expected  that  the  bank  would  be  answerable  for  the 
amount  deposited  in  specie,  or  in  bills  which  would 
be  received  as  specie,  at  the  pltfce  to' which  the  money 
ahottld  be  directed  to  be  transferred,  unless  it  should 
•tate  the  contrary." 

But  this  is  not  the  worst  case.  He  has,  in  the  same 
report,  misstated  the  amount  of  uncurrent  notes  which 
he  did  receive  from  those  banks,  making  it  much  less 
than  it  actually  was ;  and  some  of  the  suppressed  let- 
ters in  the  correspondence  with  the  Bank  of  Missouri 
will  prove  it. 

This  statement,  no  doubt,  will  surprise  and  astonish 
your  honorable  body ;  but  you  Will  not  long  regard  it 
as  a  proof  of  temerity.  I  shall,  however,  content 
myself  with  barely  stating  enough  to  carry  resistless 
conviction  to  your  own  minds  of  the  truth  of  it.  None 
shall  doubt  who  will  either  read  or  hear  the  testimoi^ 
exhibited  to  you  by  Mr.  Crawford  himself. 


The  suppressed  letters  B,  No.  13,  from  the  Preai-  ^ 
dent  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  dated  the  llth  October, ' 
1819,  and  B,  No.  19,  from  Tiiomas  Reddick,  ageotof 
the  bank,  dated  the  18th  February,  1820,  taken  in 
connexion  with  Mr.  Crawford's  settlement  with  the 
said  agent,  will  prove  that  the  sum  of  $1,175,  which 
he  (Mr.  Crawford)  received  from  that  bank,  though 
artfully  stated  so  as  to  disguise  the  fact,  was  composed 
Qf$290  of  notes  on  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Alexandria, 
and  $885  on  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria. 

His  own  suppressed  letter  B,  No,  7,  dated  the  2dth 
May,  1819,  contains  a  notification  to  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri of  the  failure  of  the  former  of  these  banks.  And 
a  friend  has  furnished  me  with  thfe  following  extract 
from  the  files  of  the  National  Inteiligenc«:r  in  regard 
to  the  latter,  viz  :  **  August  28, 1819.  The  Mechan- 
ics' Bank  of  Alexandria  does  not  redeem  its  notes  in 
specie,  and  its  notes  no  longer  pass  here  currently." 

The  suppressed  leUers  B,  No.  25,  from  himself  to 
the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  dated  the  Uth 
November,  1820,  and  the  President's  answer  B,  No.  26, 
dated  the  12th  December,  1820,  will  show  that  he 
received  from  that  bank  $40,156,  in  notes  on  the  Bank 
of  Tennessee  and  its  branches,  which  were  deposited 
in  the  Branch  of  the  United  States  Bapk  at  LooisviOe, 
on  the. 21st  May,  1820,  to  meet  Ibe  Treasurer'a  drait 

A  report  from  Luke  Lea,  pension  agent  at  Knoi- 
ville,  to  J.  L.  Edwards  of  the  Peujiion  Ofiice,  dated 
the  27th  January,  1823,  ^ows  that  these  notes  wen 
**  mostly  on  the  branches  of  the  Knoxville  Bank." 

I  have  in  my  possession  proof  that  those  branches 
stopped  payment  }n  the  Summer  or  1819,  but  I  deem 
it  unnecessary  to  exhibit  it,  as  every  member  of  the 
delegation  in  Congress  from  Tennessee,  as  well  as 
other  members  of  Congress,  must  know  that  they  had 
failed  to  redeem  their  notes  in  specie,  long  before  the 
notes  in  question  were  raceirad  by  Mr.  Crawford.  It 
is  only  necessary  to  add,  that  none  of  these  notes  are 
included  in  the  amount  of  uncurrent  notes  reported  by 
Mr.  Crawford. 

Now,  though  the  probability  that  these  misstate- 
roents  were  innocently  made,  is  aomewhat  weakened 
by  the  suppression  of  the  letters  that  would  have  de- 
tected their  inaccuracies,  I.  do  not  deem  it  aeeeaeary 
to  insist  that  they  prove  anything  more  than  a  greater 
degree  of  forgetfulness  and  inadvertence,  than  to  hare 
forgot  or  overlooked  such  a  trifling  aflair  as  the  letter 
mentioned  in  my  examination.  If  they  were  inleo- 
tional,  it  would  prove  the  atatement  made  against  me 
so  muck  the  less  entitled  to  credit. 

In  making  deposites  in  the  local  banks  of  LouiavUle, 
Cincinnati,  Uhili<>othe,  and  of  the  District  of  Gofaim- 
bia,  (in  all  of  which  places  branches  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Slates  were  ejitablished,)  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, continuing  those  deposites  fi^r  years  in  sue* 
oession,  without  making  any  report  thereof  to  Con- 
gress, Mr.  Crawford  must  have  forgot,*  for  a  very  Ipng 
time,  indeed,  and  on  a  great  variety  of  occasions,  both 
the  letter  and  intention  of  the  following  section  in  the 
law  establishing  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stataa,  viz : 

"  Be  U  enacted,  4*c.  That  the  depoeites  of  the  mo- 
ney of  the  United  States  in  places  in  which  the  said 
Bank  or  branches  thereof  may  be  established,  shall  be 
made  inwdd  Bank  or  branches  thereof,  unless  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  shall,  at  any  time,  otherwise 
order  and  direct;  in  which  cases  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  Congress,  if  in 
session,  and  if  not,  immediately  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  sosaion,  the  reasons  of  such  order  or 
I  direction." 
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Indeed,  I  am  under  the  impression  that,  notwith- 
•tending  his  eompltance  with  the  above  requisition,  on 
the  10th  December,  1817,  which  proved  that  it  was 
then  fresh  in  his  recollection,  and  though  his  connex- 
ion with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  its  presaing 
^wants,  and  the  nature  of  the.bnsinesa  he  had  (o  trans- 
act with  it,  were  all  calculated  to  recall  his  attention 
to  that  part  of  his  duty,  almost  every  dav,  he  hinaelf 
hms,  in  some  one  of  his  reports,  admitted  that  he  had 
overlooked  it  through  **  mere  inadvertedce." 

I  regret  to  have  to  say  to  your  honorable  body, 
that  both  the  state  of  my  health,  and  the  want 
of  time,  absolutely  compel  me,  most  reluctantlpri  to 
close  this  investigation  pf  Mr.  Crawford's  well-timed 
statement  against  me.  In  this  situation,  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  you,  for  further  facts,  of  which  I  might,  under 
more  favorable  circumstances,  fairly  and  successfully 
ftvaH  myself  to  a  few  of  the  publications  under  the  sig- 
nature of  "  A.'  B./'  herewith  transmitted. 

Avowing  myself  the  author  of  these  poblicatidns,. 
and,  irith  the  eioration  of  «  few  unimportant  typo- 
graphical errors,  ana  a  mere  verbal  inaccuracy  in  re- 
gard to  the  time  of  a  certain  report'e  being  made,  re- 
asserting, before  youir  honorable  body,  and  the  nation, 
that  the  facts  they  allege  are  subetantiaUy  trne,  I  do 
moat  respectfully  solicit  that  they  may  be  taken  :as  a 
part  of,  and  be  printed  with,  this  •communication.  In 
order  to  strengthen  my  daim.  to  this  indulgen<^  eom- 
bining  all  the  rights  of  defence,  of  accusation,  ai|d  of 
a«kjag  Sof  investigation,  which  c^n  entitle  me,  as  a 
cltixen  of  the  United  States,  or  an  officer  of  their  Govr 
emment,  to  appear  before  your  honorable  body,  I  do 
expressly  state : 

K  That  ihe  honorable  William  H.  Crawford,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  has  mismanaged  the  national 
funds. 

3.  That  he  has  received  a  large  amount  of  uncur- 
rent  notes  from  certain  banks,  in  p4rt  discharge  of  their 
debts  to  the  United  States,  contrary  to  ^e  resolution 
of  Congress  of  1 8 1 6. 

3.  That,  being  called  on  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  state  the  amount  of  un- 
corrent  notes  which  he  r^seeived  from  these  banks,  he 
has  misstated  it,  making  it  less  than  it  really  was. 

4.  That  he  has,  in  his  report  to  the  House,  misrep- 
yesentad  the  obligations  of  these  banks^  or  some  one 
of  theoiy  at  least,  and  pcedicatad  thereon  aiv  indef  en- 
aihle  exenae  £v  hit  condvet  in  receiving  those  uncor- 
vem  notes. 

6.  That  he  has  acted  illegally,  in  a  variety  of  in- 
etanfitP;  by  making  and  coatinuing^epositei^of  public 
money  in  certain  local  banks,  without  making  report 
thereof  to  Congress,  according  to  law ;  and 

6.  That  he  has,  in  several  instances,  withheld  infor- 
mation and  fetters,  caUed  for  by  the  House,  and  which 
it  was  his  duty  to  have  communicated. 

Bii  Oo/A^— Let  it  speak  for  itself. 

Fpr  specifications  of  these  statements,  I  ofier  the 
publications  under  the  signature  of  A.  fi.>  above  men- 
tioned, and  this  communication ;  and,  for  proof,  I  ofier 
that  which  tiiey  respectively  refer  to. 

All  this  I  do  defensively  ;  for,  if  the  facts  stated  be 
trtie,^o  rational  man  can  doubt  that  tfaej  most  weaken, 
at  least,  the  force  of  Mr.  Crawford'a  statement  against 


I  viill  not  charge  him  with  bad  intentions  in  aniy  of 
thoae  acts.  It  ia  moite  properly  the  doty  of  others  to 
inquire  into  and  judge  of  that  matter.  I  do  not  ask 
for  aa  investigation  of  his  condnct.  Such  a  request 
ought  more  naturally  to  be  looked  for  from  hlmaelf.   But 


I  will  say,  that  if,  being  an  officer  of  the  same  gov- 
ernment under  which  he  holds  his  office,  I  have  wil- 
fully i^nd  maliciously  misrepresented  Him,  in  the  six 
foregoing  allegations,  it  is  a  misdemeanor  that  would 
prove  me  unworthy  of  the  office  I  hold.  I  invite  him, 
or  any  of  his  friends,  to  make  this  charge  against  me, 
pledging  myself  to  waive  all  notice,  and,  with  all  the 
disadvantages  of  absence,  to  submit  to  an  investigation 
thereof  by  either  or  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  lo 
abide  by  the  decision  thereupon.  If  this  proposition 
is  declined,  I  trust  we  shall  have  no  more  canting 
about  an  "A  B.  plot."  As  to  myself,  I  fear  not  the 
consequences  of  any  fair  investigation,  for  I  know  I 
shall  be  able,  whatever  may  be  the  result,  to  justify 
myself  to  the  nation.  And  never  having  obtained 
any  office  by  the  slightest  sacrifice  of  independence, 
I  never  will  owe  the  holding  of  one  to  reluctant  for- 
bearance, or  the  courtesy  of  my  enemies. 

I  will  oply  add,  that,  if  any  attempt  should  hereafter 
be  made,  meanly  to  take  advantage  of  my  absence,  by 
those  who  have  forborne  to  attack  me  when  I  could 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  defending  myself,  I  must 
beg  of  your  honorable  body,  and  the  nation,  to  sus- 
pend your  opinions,  and  to  be  assured  that  there  shall 
be  no  avoidable  d^lay  io  vindicating  mysel€  I  have 
in  reserve  much  matter  of  defensive  accoiation,  and 
should  most  certainly  have  invited  your  attention  to 
the  report  eoneeming  the  Receivers  of  Public  Moneye 
at  Huntsvflle,  and  other  matters  of  no  less  importance, 
ha4  time  permitted. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 
'WasELiire,  Va.,  Apbii  6,  1834. 
Some  desultory  con  versa  tibn  took  place,,  as  to 
the  B^op^r  course  to  be  taken  with  this  communt- 
cation,  between  Messrs.  A.  Stevbnson,  Floyd, 
CuTHBfiRT,  Kremeb,  Tbacy,  McLane,  of  Dela- 
ware, »ad  WABFifitJ}. 

Mr.  Floyd  moYed  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  ad- 
dress and  accompanying  papers,  be  printed,  desir- 
ing to  see  the  whole  truth,  whatever  it  might  be. 
Mr.  Warfield  called  for  the  reading  of  the  ad- 
dress, and  the  Clerk  proceeded  accordipgly  to 
read  it. 

The  ceadiog  had  continued  about  half  an  hour, 
.when,  the  address  not  bavi^g  beeof^oDe  more  than 
half  through,  Mr.  Warfield  said  he  was  satisfied 
as  to  the  character  of  the  paper,  and  did  not  wish 
the  time  of  the  House  to  be  tasen  up  with  it  longer, 
as  it  would  obviously  require  considerable  time. 
Mr.  BncHAMAN  inquired  what  the  object  of  the 
memorialist  was,  or  whether  be  requested  any 
^ing  specifically  of  the  Houpe  ?  Mr.  Moorg,  of 
Alabama, rei^uired  that  the  reading  shduld  pfo^eed. 
The  reading  having  been  finished — 
Mr.  TDCjtBB,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  was  free  to 
declare,-iiow  that  he  had  heard*the  memorial  read, 
that  the  style  and  temper  in  wbich  it  was  wriltea, 
manifes^ea  so  much  personal  and  party  feeling, 
that  he  should  then  withdraw  his  motion  to  print, 
but  for  one  consideration.  It  is  well  known,  be 
said,. that  the  distinguished  individual  whose  cha- 
racter is  assailed  in  that  memorial,  stands  in  a 
Yery  peculiar  relation  to  the  public^  and  that  eYery 
thing  which  concerns  his  character,  in  the  small- 
est degree,  will  be  regarded  with  the  liveliest  in- 
terest by  tbe  people  of  this  counfrj*    Sir,  we  are 


2451 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2452 


H.  OP  R. 


Address  of  Ni/nian  Edwards. 


Apbil,  1824. 


bound  to  represent,  not  merely  the  interest  of  the 
people^  but  tbeir  feelings  too ;  and  they^  t^U  not 
be  satisfied  if  this  accusation  is  prevented  from 
^ing  abroad  to  the  world.  This  was  all  I  meant, 
m  saying  I  wished  the  whole  truth  to  come  out. 
I  was  far  from  meaning  to  imply,  that  any  ^en- 
Pieman  was  not  willing  to  have  a  full  inv^suga- 
tion  of  the  subject.  Mr.  T.  remarked  that,  aithouffh 
that  House  ought  not  to  be  made  (he  vehicle 
of  private  calumny  and  detraction,  nor  be  the 
theatre  on  which  individuals,  however  elevated 
they  may  be,  should  settle  their  controversies,  yet, 
when  it  was  recollected  how  sensitive,  how  trem- 
blingly alive  the  people  were  to  every  thing 
which  affected  the  characters  of  tho^e  who  stood 
in  the  same  relation  to  the  public  as  the  officer 
who  was  now  accused,  he  thought  the  whole  of 
the  charges  brought  against  him  ought  to  be  pub- 
lished. If  these  charges  deserved  the  character 
of  malignity  imputed  (o  them  by  his  worthy  col- 
league, (Mr.  Floyd,)  and  he  was  not  now  dis- 
posed to  contest  the  matter  with  him,  or  to  give 
any  opinion  on  the  subject,  that  malignity  would 
recoil  upon  its  author.  Mr.  T.  said  he  had  un- 
shaken confidence  in  the  character  and  integrity 
of  the  distinguished'offieer  who  had  been  thus  at- 
tacked, and  ne  had  no' doubt  that  on  this,  as  on 
all  other  occasions,  the  accusations  against  him 
would  prove  to  be  false  and  unfounded.  He  must, 
however,  persist  in  ^is  motion  for  printing. 

Mr.  Webster  observed,  that,  m  the  present 
delicate  affair,  the  first  duty  of  Congress  was,  to 
look  to  its  own  cou^  and  preserve  its  own  dig- 
nity. He  had  no  idea  that  this  House  Was  to  be 
converted  into  an  arena  on  which  prominent  po- 
litical men  were  to  carry  on  their  personal  con- 
tests; or  a  mere  instrument,  through  its  power  to 
order  papers  to  be  printed,  of  giving  publicity  to 
anything  they  might  choose  to  write  against  each 
other.  ^  If  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  had 
made  the  motion  to  print,  did  not  intend  to  follow 
up  that  motion  by  any  other,  he  should  certainly 
oppose  it — as  the  only  legitimate  end  of  printing 
papers  in  this  House  was  for  information  of  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  and  not  to  spread  it  through 
the  nation.  But,  if  any  motion  should  be  made 
for  a  committee  of  investigation,  it  should  have 
his  support ;  and  if  the  present  motion  to  print, 
was  only  preparatory,  to  such  a  measure,  he  should 
not  object  to  it,  though  he  could  not  consider  it 
as  very  necessary. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  when  he 
made  the  motion  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table, 
he^  had  done  so,  because  it  was  the  usual  course 
with  such  papers ;  but,  since  it  had  been  read,  he 
was  disposed  to  have  it  examined,  not,  he  said, 
because  it  purported  to  be  a  defence,  but  because, 
it  contained  specific  charges  against  one  of  our 
officers.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  print- 
ing of  the  memorial,  until  it  could  be  examined 
by  a  committee,  and  determined,  on  more  reflec- 
tion and  investigation,  what  ought  to  be  done. 
This, was  due  to  the  cl^arges  made.  As  to  the  rest 
of  the  extraordinary  production,  said  Mr.  F.,  it. 
cannot  be  animadverted  upon  in  terms  suitable  to 
it.    The  charges  appear  to  contain  nothing  but  a  | 


reiteration  of  those  made  by  the  A.  B.  conspira- 
tors ;  nor  did  I  think  the  author  of  that  plot  would 
have  ever  had  th«  unblushing  effrontery  to  ac- 
knowledge himself  such.  This  lago,  however, 
has  chosen  to  acknowledge  the  fact,  and  reiterate 
the  charges  formerly  made,  and  seems  to  think, 
that  his  late  station  as  Senator,  and  bis  recent  ap- 
pointment by  the  President,  as  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  Mexico!,  will  give  a  more  imposiog 
character  to  the  plot,  an^  that,  under  the  sanction 
of  his  own  name,  with  the  authority  of  office,  that 
may  now  be  effectuated,  which  the  anonymoos 
writer  failed  to  do. 

Every  member  of  the  last  Congress,  said  Mr.  F., 
will  recollect  that  two  several  committees  were 
appointed  to  investigate  this  matter;  and  every 
one  then  seemed  to  consider  that  attack  as  the 
most  infamous  conspiracy  that  was  ever  formed 
against  the  reputation  of  any  man«    I  am/unwil- 
ling  that  this  Hofise  should  become  the  theatre 
for  any  political  juggler,  or  the  arena  where  in- 
dividuals can  come  to  adjust  their  disputes.  I 
have  too  high  a  respect  for  the  dignirv  of  the 
House,  and,  I  trust,  for  myself;  but,  as  there  is  a 
specific  charge,  that  may  be  attended  to,  I  am 
willing  to  investigate  it ;  thoiu^h  I  will  not  admit 
that,  because  he  has  been  a  Senator,  is  now  a 
Minister  to  Mexico,  and  enjoying  the  confidenee 
of  the  President,  that,  therefore,  his  statements  are 
to  be  received  as  he  would  wish  them.    The  writer 
has  not  justified  himself  or  defended  him.«elf  from 
charges,  which  he  says  were  made  against  him, 
but  has  cast  imputations  upon  all  who  seem  to 
have  been  in  the  way  of  his  original  design,  which 
has  been  pursued  with  pertinacious  maiigiiity. 
Were  this  man's  request  allowed,  and  his  calum- 
nies printed  by  the  House,  would  it  not  be  right 
to  receive  and  print  also  the  defence  of  Mr.  Dick- 
ins,  or  any  other  citizen  ?    Why  has  he  left  the 
subject  ot  his  own  defence  to  attack  the  character 
of  Mr.  Dickins  ?    That  could  not  have  been  lie- 
cessary.    Mr.  Dickins  has  a  right  to  be  heard  as 
well  as  a 'Minister  to  Mexico,  as,  I  troa^  everj 
other  American  citizen  has,  without  n^^ard  to 
station,  and  when  the  two  former  comfflittees  of 
this  House  investigated  this  matter,  his  character 
was  admitted  by  all  to  be  good,  and  entirely  un- 
exceptionable,   ly  too,  have  heard  this  of  him  ever 
since  I  have  been  in  Congress,  thou|fh  I  should 
not  know  him,  were  we  to  meet  in  the  s^tj 
and,  all  agree,  that  he  has  discharged  his  official 
duties  with  honesty  and  attention,  which  is,  in  raj 
opinion,  no  small  recommendation. 

Why  has  this  Minister  to  Mexico,  who  enjoys 
the  confidence  of  the  President,  left  the  subject  w 
his  defence  and  referred  to  the  subject  of  the  ilu«t 
introduction  of  slaves  by  a  man  who  was  tw 
friend  of  Mr.  Crawford  7  Is  he  to  be  accountable 
too  for  bis  friend's  conduct  ?  I  do  not  know  any 
thing  of  that  matter,  said  Mr.  F.,  but  this  I  know, 
that  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  suffered  by  tbai 
attack,  of  which  that  memorial  reiterates  a  part, 
has  been  here  demanding  reparation  for  "^^^^ 
suffered  in  that  affair  5  I  know  him  too,  to  w  an 
honorable  man,  and  that  he  will  have  that  matter 
adjusted.    His  presence  here  was  known,  i  pre- 
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sume,  to  the  Minister  to  Mexico,  and  lie  should 
then  hiaive  taken  up  this  part  of  his  subject.  One 
would  think,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  the  obiect  of  this 
political  Caiiban  was  more  extensive  than  merely 
to  do  himself  justice,  pr  his  scope  would  not  have 
been  so  broad.  The  A.  B.  conspirator,  however, 
ought  not  to  have  again  attempted  to  consummate 
the  object  of  his  wishes,  after  he  had,  in  such  a 
sort,  sacceeded  in  obtainrng  the  appointment  of 
Minister  to  Mexico  and  the  Presideht^s  e9nfidence. 
He  had  obtained  the  reward  of  so  much  toil,  so 
much  industry,  and  so  many  dangers,  and  he 
ought  to  have  left  behind  him  the  honest  reputa- 
tion to  those  who  had  it' as  it  no  longer  proved  a 
barrier  to  his  mtarch  to  the  Mission  to  Mexico  and 
the  President's  favor. 

Look  at  it.    Can  any  man  believe,  for  an  in- 
stant, from  the  manner  in  which  this  memorial 
is  brought  up,  that  it  is  not  a  deliberate  design  to 
operate  upon  those  feelings  which,  at  this  time,  so 
much  agitate  this  country  and  this  House  ?    How 
all  that  volume  could  ^be  written  from  Wheeling, 
on  the.  Ohio  river,  with  a  reference'  to  so  maav 
public  documet^ts,  is  more  than  I  can  comprehend, 
and  more  than  I  believe.    There  are  two  or  three 
charges  specifically  made,  and  yet,  from  his  ab- 
sence^  he  wishes  the  public  to  suspend  an  opinion 
in  regard  to  him,  should  matters  turn  out  unfavor- 
able to  him,  until  he  can  get  back.    Why  then 
make  them?    There  are,  said  Mr.  F.,  several 
persons  in  the  Qovernment,  in  whom  I  have  great 
confidence — but  I  have  more^in  myself;  and  I 
wish  these  charges  to  be  iDvestigated  a^ain,  and 
justice  done,  though  I  do  not  doubt  i\  will  result, 
asdid  theinquiry  by  the  former  committees,  which 
1  had  thoaght  would  have  prevented  all  similar 
attempts;  and,  considering  the  question  which 
now  occupies  the  public,  and  his  success  in  obtain- 
ing office,  I  did  not  think  that  one  of  thosfe  con- 
spirators would  have  had  the  audacity,  id  his  own 
name,  to  avow  himself,  and  show  his  unblushing 
front  to  this  House  and  the  nation ;  though,  if 
my  memory  does  not  fail  me,  I  saw  in  the  news- 
papers, whilst  his  nomination  was  before  the  Sen- 
ate, a  statement  ^hich  1  believed  "was  authorized 
bv  himself,  that  he  was  not  the  author  of  that 
plot.    Had  he  been  known  as  the  author  of  that 
infamous  conspiracy,  I  think  I  hazard  little  in 
saying,  that  the  Senate  would  not  have  confirmed 
his  appointment.    Mr.  F.  concluded  by  moving 
that  the  memorial  and  papers  be  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee. 

Mr.  Li  VERM  ORE  suggested  to  Mr.  Tucker  the 
propriety  of  withdrawing  his  motion  to  print  the 
papers,  that  a  decision  might  first  be  had  on  their 
reference  to  a  select  committee, 

Mr.  TccKER,  of  Virginia,  observed,  that  he 
thoaght  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Webster)  somewhat,  mistook  the  character  of 
an  order  to  print.  Mr.  T.  did  not  consider  that, 
in  doing  so.  the  House  lent  its  sanction,  in  any 
degree,  to  the  document  ordered  to  be  printed. 
It  was  merely  to  enable  the  members  to  examine  a 
subject  at  leisure,  and  understand  it  thoroiighly. 
Here  is  a  very  long  memorial,  containing  Tacts 
and  argument,  and  much  of  it  subtle  argument 


tooj  of  which  it  is  impossible  to  judge  without  a 
deliberate  examination.  After  it  is  printed  and 
examined,  it  may  appear  that  further  inquiry  is 
proper — of)  it  may  seem  to  be  unnecessary.  I 
thought  it  premature,  at  this  time,  to  give  an 
opinion  on  the  subject.  But,  as  my  colleague 
seems  not  unwilling  to  engage  in  the  investigation, 
and  has  moved  a  reference  of  it  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, my  object  of  giving  it  publicity  will  be 
attained,  and  I  withdraw  my  rfiotion  to  print. 

Mr.  Rankin  wished  that  the  communication  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  which  the  pres- 
ent document  refers,  might  be  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

Mr.  Wrioht  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Floyd's 
motion,  by  adding,  *'  and  to  print  it.'' 

Mi*.  Forbyth  said,  he  thought  much  more  im- 

fortancewas  ^iven  to  this  subject  than  it  deserved, 
t  was  an  ordinary  question  to  print  a  Ions  state- 
ment for  the  use  and  information  of  the  House, 
and  not  for  the  public.  He  was  never  unwilling 
to  print  any  paper  of  public  interest.  Dunns  the 
many  years  he  had  been  a  member  of  this  Iiouse, 
he  had  never  seen  any  evil  arise  from  printing 
papers.  Whether  the  House  ordered  the  state- 
ment to  be  printed  or  not,  it  would  doubtless  be 
circulated  in  the  public  newspapers,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  it  was  prepared  for  that  purpose.  It 
was  intended,  he  presumed,  as  a  sort  of  legacy  to 
the  country,  by  the  author,  who  was  going  as 
Minister  to  Mexico — as  a  mark  of  his  gratitude 
for  the  honor  of  his  appointment.  This  honor* 
ablfe  gentleman,  said  Mr.  F.,  was  a  Senator  in 
Congress  when  tbe'former  investigations  took  place 
by  committees  of  this  House ;  the  committee  ffave 
him  an  opportunity  of  disclosing  ail  he  knew  oi  the 
allegations,  and,  after  a  full  examination,  reported 
that  they  were  fully  satisfied  of  the  ffroundlessness 
of  the  cnarges.  It  was  the  duty  of  this  Senator, 
as  a  public  man,  at  that  time,  and  while  he  was  a 
memoer  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to 
hold  up  to  the  public  every  defaulter  in  oflSce  with 
which  he  was  acquainted  ;  but,  instead  of  doing 
this,  he  waits  until  his  appointment  to  a  foreign 
mission  is  confirmed,  and  when  he  is  about  toleaye 
the  country,  sends  forth  this  precious  paper,  pretend- 
ing to  be  a  defence  of  himself,  but  in  reality  an 
attack  on  a  high  oQcer  of  the  Government,  to  be 
-circulated  after  he  shall  have  been  beyond  the 
reach  of  any  call  on  him  to  substantiate  his  charges. 
He  does  not  ask  us  to  go  into  an  investigation  of 
the  subject;  and  Mr.  F.  believed  that  the  writer 
did  not  expect  the  House  would  take  any  notice 
of  his  communication.  That  was  not  the  writer's 
object ;  he  oniy^  requests  the  House  to  put  it  on 
its  files — to  print  it,  when  he  shall  not  be  here  to* 
make  his  charges  good.  This,  I  believe,  said  Mr. 
F.,  is  the,  third'  impeachment  exhibited  against  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  durhi^  the  p;resent 
session  of  Congress :  one  oi  them  is  by  this  hon« 
orabie  gentleman ;  another  was  by  a  certain  John 
Henry— a  name  of  evil  omen  in  this  country,  said 
Mr.  F. — [some  member  here  said  to  Mr.  F.,  that 
the  person's  name  was  Robert  Henry] — I  am  sorry 
for  it,  said  Mr.  F.,  as  their  designs  were  so  simi- 
lar, it  is  a  pity  thdr  names  were  not  the  same. 
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,Mr.  F.  concluded  by  saving,  he  hoped  the  com- 
muoication  would  be  printed  as  a  matter  of  course, 
and  that  the  subject  might  go  to  a  select  commit- 
tee for  intrestigatioQ. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Ohio, -(who  was  not  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  when  the  former  investigation 
took  place  into  the  subject  of  the  bank  correspond* 
ence  and  the  alleged  suppression  of  a  paragraph 
in  one  of  the  letters,)  said  that,  since  he  had  taken 
his  seat  as  a  member,  he  had  bestowed  much  at- 
tention on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  investi- 
gation, and  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
correctness  of  the  conclusion,  which  the  commit- 
tee had  come  to ;  but  he  was  willing  it  should 
affain  be  investigated,  and  therefore  withdrew 
his  own  motion  to  print  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Edwards. 

Mr.  San  FORD  thought  a  matter  of  so  much  im- 
portance should  be  referred  to  a  committee  com- 
posed of  a  member  from  each  State ;  that  is,  twen- 
l;y-four  members.  ^ 

This  motion  was  rejected  almost  unanimously, 
and  a  committee  of  seven  members  was  ordered. 

Mr.  McArtbur  moved  that  the  committee  be 
appointed  by  ballot,  instead  of  by  the  Speaker  \ 
which  motion  was  also  negatived. 

Messrs.  Floyd,  Livimgbtpn,  Webster,  Ran- 
dolph, Taylor,  McArtbcr,  and  Owem,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

On  motioiK  the  committee  were  then  'empow- 
ered to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

FORTinCATIONS. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  McLane  the  previous  orders 
pf  the  day  were  dispensed  with,  and  the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
'*  making  appropriations  for  completing  the  sev- 
eral fortifications  of  the  United  States — ^Mr.  La- 
tbrop  in  the  Chair. 

Iq  relation  to  the  appropriation  of  $125,000,  for 
the  fort  at  Mobile  Point,  Mri  Cocke  called  for  far- 
ther explanation,  which  was  given  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Xake,  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  Mr.  Owen  of  Ala- 
bama. 

Mr.  McLane  moved  to  change  the  appropria- 
tion of  $50,000  from  Fort  Favette,  in  New  Xork 
harbor,  to  the  projected  work  on  New  Utrecht 
Point,  in  the  same  harbor;  and  supported  the  mo- 
tiQti  by  giving  a  statemejat  of  the  circumstances 
bearing^on  the  question. 

Mr.  Cocke  opposed  the  amendment,  as  going  to 
authorize  a  new  fortification,  before  thooe  already 
commenced  were  finished. 

Mr.  Hamilton  spoke  in  reply^  and  defended  the 
propriety  and  necessity  of  erecting  the  .work  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  McLane  confirmed  the  same  view,  and 
explained  the  connexion  of  the  proposed  fort  with 
the  general  plan  of  defence. 

Mr.  Sharpe  stated  some  further  facts,  and 
contended  that  the  proposed  fortification,  as  a 
necessary  defence  to  Fort  Lafayette,  was  not  a 
new  measure,  but  only  completing  what  was  al- 
ready begun* 

Mr.  Cocke  again  urged  his  objections,  and  was 
replied  to  by  Mr.  Cajibreleno  and  Mr.  McLane. 


Mr.  Cobb  thought  that  a  clause  in  an  appco- 
priation  bill  was  not  the  mojde  in  which  CoDfresi 
should  express,  its  wUl  for  the  extension  of  the 
plan  of  defence ;  and  that  the  size  and  locauoa 
of  the  several  fortresses  shpuld  be  designated  bf 
law  before  money  was  appropriated  for  buikliag 
them. 

Mr.  McLane  replied,  and  Mr.  Cobb  explained, 
and  enforced  the  grounds  he  had  taken,  and  Mr. 
Hamilton  spoke  in  reply. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on*  Mr.  Mc- 
Lahe'8  motion,  and  decided  in  the  affirmatire- 
85  to  45. 

.  Mr.  McLane  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill. 
by  inserting  a  clause  to  appropriate,  for  the  gnd- 
ual  armament  of  the  fortifications,  one  husdted 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Hamilton  supported  this  ameDdmeat. 
He  stated  that  a  bill  to  this  efifect,  appropriatia^i 
larger  amount,  had  passed  the  Senate,  and  was 
referred  to  a  committee  of  this  House.  That 
committee  had  agreed  not  to^  press  the  passage 
of  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  provided  the  ameoii- 
ment,  now  proposed,  were  agjreed  to  bjr  the 
House. 

Mr.  Cobb  and  Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  were  op- 
posed to  the  incorporation  of  this  appropriatioo 
with  the  bill  now  before  the  Hou^e,  desirui^  that 
it  should  he  separately  presented. 

Mr.  Hamilton  replj«d. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  made  some  re- 
marks in  reference  to  the  prices  which  had  bees 
heretofoi^  given  for  cannon,  and  .the  means  which 
ought  to  be  taken  for  procuring  them. 

Mr.  McLane  said,  he  did  not  particularly  wish 
to  press  the  subject  on  the  House  at  this  time. 
He  therefore  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  McL.  then-  moved  to  amend  the  bill;  bf 
inserting  an  appropriation  for  certain  impro?e* 
ments  to  be  madie  in  the  buildings  attached  to  tfa« 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point.  This  amead- 
ment  was  rejected — 37 'to  72. 

Mr.  Stewart  moved  to  amend  the  hill,  hy  in- 
aerting  an  appropriation  for  surveying  the  route 
of  a  cf^oal  to  connect  the  waters  oi  ite  ^^^' 
peake  with  the  Ohio,  and  of  the  Ohio  with  LsKe 
Erie,  99,000.  Mr.  S.  read  an  eztraet  from  the  late 
Message  of  the  President  to  prove  thepcopnety  ot 
this  amendment.    ^ 

Messrs.  Merger  and  Vance,  of  Ohi<^,  opposed 
this  appropriation ;  and  Mr.  Stbwabt  spoke  a^ 
in  support  of  it.  The  amendment  was  rejecw, 
without  a  division. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  theB 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  Forward  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Thursday  next,  ask  the  House  to  go  into  to«- 
mitlee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  considerauon 
.  the  bill  "  imposing  a  tax  on  sales  at  auction. 

Mr.  Crowninbhield  gave  notice,  that  he  should 
to-morrow,  ask  the  iJouse  to  go  into  Comm«J« 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  w 
provide  for  building  ten  addirioaal  sloops  oi 
war." 

The  House  then  adjourned. 
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Tuesday,  April  20. 

Mr.  Plusier,  of  New  Hampshire^  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  refer- 
red the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
alter  the  times  of  holding  the  district  court  in  the 
district  of  Missouri,''  reported  ;he  same  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John 
Top,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Long  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz : 

Ruohtd,  That4he  Postmaster  General  be  requested 
to  Uj  before  this  House  a  statemeDt  of  all  the  post 
roQtes  DOW  established,  not  included  in  his  statement 
of  uaprodttcthre  post  routes  already  submitted  to  the 
House;  together  with  a  statement  of  the  amount  paid 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  on  eadi  route,  the 
number  of  mails  oq  each  route  per  week,  and  the 
amount  of  profits  arising  from  each  one.  Also,  the 
amount  that  would  be  saved  by  discontinuing  certain 
unproductive  routes,  as  proposed  by  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OfRoe  and  Post  Roads ; 
likewise,  the  amount  that  might  be  saved  by  having 
one  mail  inatead  of  two,  on  all  routes  where  there  are 
now  two  mails  a  week. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  a  committee  wat 
appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House  to  Join  such 
committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  to 
examine  aod  report  what  basinesa  ought  to  be 
acted  upon  at  the  present  session  $  and,  alw,  at 
what  time  the  session  may  be  closed,  by^the  ad- 
iournment  of  the  two  Houses. — ^Messrs.  Taylor. 
McLane  of  D^aware,  Forsyth,  Rankin,  and 
Campbelii  of  Ohio,  were  appointed  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  this  House. 

Mr.  CusBMAN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz : 

Rtiolvtdn  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  initTUcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  laying 
a  daty  on  stills,  or  on  spirits  distilled  from  foreign  and 
domestic  materials,  within  the  United  States. 

The  resolution  was  read  ;  and^  on  the  question. 
Will  the  House  now  consider  it  t  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Longfellow,  calling  on 
the  President  for  information  respecting  certain 
spoliations  on  our  commerce  by  French  cruisers, 
was  taken  up,  and,  Jiaving  been  supported  by  Mr. 
L.  in  a  few  observations,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  FoRSYTii  suffgested  that  the  same  infor- 
mation had  been  called  for  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,,  but,  afterwards  withdrew  that  objection 
to  the  resolve,  which  finally  passed  ntm,  con. 

A  Message  was  received  irom  .the  President 
OF  TBE  UNrrED  STATES,  as  foUows : 

To  iU  HouM  of  RejyrtBentatives  of  the  UnUed  StcOu: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representstivne  of  the  13th  instant,  requesting  a  de- 
t&iled  account  of  (he  disbursement  of  the  sums  appro- 
priated by  the  acts  of  the  30th  April,  1818,  and  of  the 
3d  March,  1819,  for  making  certain  improvements  in 


the  grounds  connected  with  the  public  offices  and  the 
President's  house,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Com* 
missioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  which  containathe 
information  desired* 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASHurciTOir,  Aprii  18, 1884. 

The  Speaker,  by  leave,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Amelia  Eugenia  de  la  Roe,  heiress  of  M. 
De  Beaummrchaia,  in  relation  to  her  claim  for 
repayment  of  moneys  advanced  by  her  late  father 
for  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Taylor  expressed  a  hope  that  the  memo- 
rial  would  receive  the  early  attention  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Tdckbr,  of  Virginia,  chairman  of  the  com« 
mittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  papers  in  relation 
to  this  claim,  after  some  observations  on  its  im- 
portance, gave  notke  that  he  should,  on  Ttieadev 
next,  call  up  the  consideration  of  the  conmittee% 
report  on  the  subject. 

INDIAN  RESERVATION. 
The  resolutioh^  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.MooRB^ 
of  Alabama,  callmg  for  certain  information  from 
the  War  Depattment,  in  rdation  to  an  Indian  res* 
ervation,  was  taken  up.  Mr.  M.  said  it  .was. 
dfoubtless  expected  of  him  to  assign  some  reascMs 
for  the  call  on  the  War  Department  for  the  infor- 
mation sought  by  the  resolution,  which  he  should 
endeavor  to  give  in  as  concise  a  manner  as  possi- 
ble. It  will  be  recollected,  said  he,  that,  som# 
time  since,  a^  petition  of  the  said  George  Hariini 
alluded  to  in  the  resolution,  was  presented,  settins 
forth  that  he  held,  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  alluded 
to,  a  reservation  of  640  acres  of  land ;  that,  in  the 
location  of  this  reservation,  for  the  want  of  better 
knowledge  of  the  geography  of  the  countrv,  he 
committed  an  error  in  its  location^  and  did  not 
cover  the  land  he  desired,  and  asked  'the  liberty 
of  changing  its  location  to  a  more  favorite  and 
valuable  tract.  A  bill,  embracing  the  prayer  of 
his  petition,  has  been  reported,  and  is  now  on  file. 
Since  it  was  so  reported,  I  have  received  several 
communications  from  gentlemen  of  the  first  stnnd* 
ing  and  respectability  in  the  county  and  neigh- 
borhood where  this  reservation  is  situated,  remon- 
strating, in  the  strongest  terms,  against  the  pro- 
priety of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  stating,  among 
other  objections^  that  the  tract  of  land  which  the 
petitioner  wishes  to  obtain  has  been  made  more 
valuable  by  means  of  the  labor  and  inlprovementa 

E laced  upon  <it  by  unfortonale  settlers,  and  the 
igh  state  of  cultivation  it  has  been  pot  in,  to* 
gether  with  the  accidental  circumstance  of^  the 
establishment  of  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  county 
immediately  on  iu  borders.  It  is  also  intimnted, 
sir,  that  this  idea  of  a  mistake  and  wish  to  changu 
the  location  has  originated  in  speculative  motives. 
Now,  sir,  thai  we  may  have  all  the  light  and 
information  of  which  the  subject  is  susceptible, 
and  act  understandingly,  and  be  enabled  to  do 
justice  to  the  present  occupants,  who,  I  hare  no 
nesitation  in  saying,  are  more  entitled  to  our  sym- 
pathies than  an  Indian,  I  have  proposed  the  reso- 
lution calling  upon  the  proper  department  for  all 
the  information  in  relation  to  the  transaction,  and 
hope,  sir,  it  will  be  acceptable  to  the  House  to 
adopt* it.    The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
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ADDRESS  OF  NINUN  EDWARDS. 
Mr.  FoBSTTB  submitted  the  followiDg  resolu- 
Uoa  for  adoption  by  the  House : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  officially  informed 
that  this  House  has  ordered  an  investigation  of  the 
memorial  presented  to  this  Hoiweon  the  16th  instant, 
by  N.  Edwards,  lately  appointed  Minister  to  Mexico ; 
that  the  said  N.  Edwards  may  be  instructed  not  to 
leave  the  United  States  before  that  investif  atton  has 
taken  place. 

The  question  of  consideration  of  this  motion, 
beinff  called  for,  (a  previous,  but  not  usual-  ques- 
tion,; was  taken  $  and  there  were :  for  consid- 
ering the  motion  61 ;  against  considering  it  ^4. 

So  the  House  refused  now  to  consider  the  prop- 
osition. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  then  rose,  and  said 
that,  connected  with  the  subject,  he  would  take 
occasion  to  say,  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Flutd)  was  absent  from  the  House  this 
morning  when  that  part  of  the  Journal  was  read 
which  announces  the  names  of  the  persons  ap- 
pointed on  the  coinmittee  to  consider  the  memo- 
rial of  Mr.  Edwards.  As  he  believed  that,  from 
'considerations  of  delicacy,  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  would  not  wish  to  be  a  member  of  the 
committee,  Mr.'M.  took  this  mode  of  apprizing 
him  of  the  fact,  that  he  might  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  asking  to  be  excused  from  serving  upon  it« 

Mr.  Floyd  rose,  and  r^ueated  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama,  if  his  allusion  waq  to  him^  to  re- 
peat his  statement.  Mr.  M..  accordingly,  m  sub- 
stance, repeated  his  statement. 

Mr.  Flotd  then  said  that,  in  a  case  of  delicacy 
concerning  him,  (Mr.  F.,)  he  had  hoped  that  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  was  the  last  man  in 
this  nation  to  undertake  to  make  suggestions,  and 
he  did  not  think  his  doing  so  showed  any  delicacy 
oja  his  (Mr.  M.'s)  part.  I  am,  said  Mr.  F.,  the 
sufficient  judge  of  my  conduct  in  such  a  case. 
Perhaps  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  may  be 
acquainted  with  some  circumstances  of  the  A.  B. 
Plot,  so  called  in  the  discussion  last  Winter,  and 
subsequently.  If  I  know  any  thing  of  myself, 
however,  I  am  ci^pable  of  domg  justice  to  every 
individual  in  this  nation,  whose  conduct  may  be 
.  presented  to  me,  in  my  official  capacity,  for  ex- 
amination. When  a  specific  charge  is  made 
a«iinct  a  public  officer,  after  the  friends  of  that 
officer,  and  myself  by  name,  have  been  called 
upon,  thrbugh  that  paper  which  is  the  channel^of 
e? ery  thinjf  but  truth,  to  propose  au.  investigation, 
I  thought  It  became  peculiarl^'^my  duty  to  inves- 
tigate the  charge.  What  I  think  of  the  accuser 
in  private  life  is  for  me  to  consider,  and  does  not 
touch  mv  public  duty.  Mr.  F.  here  alluded  to  a 
friend  ot  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  (as  we 
understood  him,)  who  had  for  several  successive 
sessions  called  upon  this  House  for  the  impeach- 
ment of  a  judge,  whom,  it  seemed,  he  had  pre- 
viously attempted  to  bribe,  &c. ;  and  here,  he  said, 
were  charges  one,  two,  and  three,  asserting  cer^ 
tain  accusations  against  the  Secretary,  and  call- 
ing far  an  investigation.  This,  surely,  was  suffi- 
cient reason  for  an  investjoation  being  pressed  by 
tho^  thus  called  upon.    The  devil  himself  might 


prefer  charges  here — it  would  not  change  our 
opinion  of  that  personage — ^but  it  would  sureljrbe 
a  particular  reason  for  an  investigation  by  those 
who  are  implicated.  So  far  as  the  gentlemiQ 
from  Alabama  is  concerned,  said  Mr.  F.,  perhaps 
there  may  be  other  reasons  for  consulting  motives 
of  delicacy.  When  I  do  want  suggestions  of  that 
sort,  I  should  think  very  differently  of  my5eirfrom 
what  I  have  been  accustomed  to  do,  were  1  to  be 
obliged  to  go  to  him  for  them. 

The  Speaker  said  there  was  no  question  before 
the  House,  and  the  sus^gestion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Alab&ma  having  been  made  aod  answered, 
the  conversatipn  must  drop. 

Mr.  MooRE''then  rose,  and  moved  that  the|en* 
tleman  from  Virginia  should  be  excused  from 
serving  on  the  committee. 

The  question  of  consideration  being  called  oo 
this  motion,  the  mover  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  Moore  then  asked  to  make  a  remark  io  n- 
ply  to  Mr^  Floyd  ;  but  the  Speaker  decfared  ii 
to  be  out  of  order.  Mr.  Moore  wished  to  know 
if  it  would  be  in  order  to  ask  leave  of  the  House 
to  speak  in  reply  7    The  Speaker  thoogfat  dol 

Mr.  MooRE  then  renewed  his  motion,  in  the 
following  wor4i»)  with  a  View  in  this  way  to  hare 
an  opportunity  of  addressing  the  House. 

Reeohedt  That  Joaar  Flots,  a  member  of  tbii 
House,  be  excused  from  serving  on  the  committee  ip- 
pointed  yesterdsyyOn  the  subject  of  the  memonalof 
Ninian  Edwards. 

The  question  being  taken  on  considering  this 
motion,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  almost 
unanimously ;  and  so  this  matter  ended. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

The  amendments  yesterday  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  ip- 
propriatioas  for  erecting  fortifications  were  reid. 

The  House  agreed  to  the  several  amendments, 
with  the  exception  of  that  which  subsiitoted some 
Qther  words  for  the  term  reconnaitance, 
.  Mr.  Cooke  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropnt- 
tion  of  $50,000  for  a  fortification  on  Narragan- 
sett  bay.  He  objected  to  the  general  policy  of 
erecting  insulated  fortifications  for  die  defence  of 
single  towns.  He  thought  that  the  strength  of  the 
Government  ou^ht  to  be  devoted  to  securing  two 
or  three  great  points,  such  as  New  Yerk,  the  Ches- 
apeake, and  the  Mississippi;  and  he  called  u|)on 
the  chairman  of  the  Military  .Committee  form- 
formation  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Ham iLTON  replied,  and  went  into  an  ilws- 
tration,  at  some  length,  of  the  present  sy»^«®  ^ 
exterior  defence  to  which  the  bill  had  reference. 

Mr.  DuRPBE^of  Rhode  Island,  succeeded,  and 
replied  to  the  objections  bf  the  gentleman  mm 
Tennessee,  supporting  his  observations  by  exiracte 
from  the  reporU  of  the  Commissioners  of »« 
Navy,  stating  the  importance  of  Narr8g[an»n 
bay  as  a  rendezvous  for  the  Navy.  He  contendrt 
that  its  fortification  was  a  national,  and  not  a 
merely  local  object.  He  showed  its  value  to  an 
enemy,  and  Vjnoted  authorities  to  show  that  tne 
British  were  well  aware  of  the  importance  w 
this  point  oaour  coast. 
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Mr.  CocKB  replied.  His  obserTations,  he  said, 
bad  not  bad  any  exclusive  reference  to  this  point, 
but  to  tbe  general  flj|stem  on  wbich  the  Govern- 
ment seemed  to  be  acting,  but  which  had  never 
been  submitted  to,  or  affirn^d'  by,  the  judgment 
of  ibis  House.  He  should  oppose  the  appropria- 
tion till  that  system  had  beep  cully  explained,  and 
the  House  bad  had  an  opportunity  to  approve  or 
condemn^  it. 

Mr.  DuRFEE  rejoined,  and  further  referred  to 
documepts  in  support  of  the  expediency  of  the 
appropriation. 

Mr.  Stewabt  opposed  the  appropriation  for 
this  fort,  on  account  of  the  time  and  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  asked  for.  He  would  vote  to 
complete. sacb  works  as  are  begun,  but  for  no  new 
works,  until  tbe  whole  system  is  exhibited,  and 
Congress  can  determine  how  far  it  is  proper  to  go 
in  its  adoption.  He  advocated  at  large,  as  a  pref- 
erable system  of  defepce,  tbe  adoption  of  qanaU 
along  the  seaboard,  and  wished  that  both  these 
systems  should  be  submitted  to  Congress.  He 
also  referred  to  the  large  contributions  of  the 
Western  States  for  tbe  defence  of  the  seaboard.  ^ 
Mr.  Farrblly,  in  reply,  advocated  the  propri- 
ety of  the  present  fortification,  and  of  forts  in 
general,  as  a  suitable  support  to  the  exertions  of 
militia  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  referred 
to  the  history  of  the  hite  war  for  confirmation  of 
the  correctness  of  his  position. 

Mr.  Bartlbtt  rose  in  reply  to  Mr.  Stewart, 
and  condemned  the  strain  of^some  of  his  remarks, 
as  referring  exclusively  to  the  interests  of  the 
West.  He  noticed  the  objections  made  to  the  ap- 
propriation, which,  he  contended,  did  not  apply  to 
It.  The  present  fort  might  be  erected  without 
pledging  tne  country  to  any  general  extension  of 
tbe  system  of  defence,  by  means  of  fortifications. 
He  dwelt  on  the  importance  of  tbis  point  as  one 
necessarv  to  be  defended. 

Mr.  McArthur  wished  for  further  information 
as  to  the  tola!  cost  of  the  fortifications  contem- 
plated for  protecting  Narragansett  bay. 

Mr.  McLanb  replied,  and  gave  a  general  ac** 
count  of  tbe  contemplated  system  of  defence.  He 
went  into,  an  extended  exposition  of  the  impor- 
tance and  necessity  of  the  fortification  now  asked 
for ;  he  stated  tbe  capacity  of  the  country  gener- 
ally to  sastain  the  expenses  of  defending  itself; 
and  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  declared  that,  ac- 
eordipg  to  the  present  prospect  of  its  finances,  the 
national  debt  will  be  extinguished  by  the  year  1833, 
cren  allowing  for  any  diminution  occasioned  for 
a  time  by  the  proposed  tariff. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  supported  the  appro- 
priation in  a  short  speech. 

Mr.  Tract  was  opposed  to  the  measure,  wbich 
he  did  not  think  warntnted  by  tbe  finances  of  the 
country.  He  was  of  opinion  that  we  are  going 
too  far  and  too  fast  in  tnese  appropriations. 

Mr.  Fuller  replied  to  the  gentleman  last  up, 
combatted  the  several  objections  wbich  had  been 
advanced,  and  contended  that  this  was  a  proper 
time  to  commence  the  fortifications  in  Khode 
liland. 


a  misstatement  of  Mr.  Tracy,  on  the  expenses  of 
the  general  system. 

Mr.  Ross,  intending  to  vote  against  the  appro- 
priation, stated  the  views  that  would  govern  him, 
and  he  adverted  to  the  misapplication  of  part  of 
the  moanys  heretofore  appropriated  for  fortifica- 
tions of  importance  superior  to  that  now  in  ques- 
tion, dec. 

Mr.  Tracy  explained,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Dor  pee, 
and  further  insisted  on  the  views  he  had  formerly 
expressed. 

Mr.  Cobb  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
.  Mr.  CocKB  now  modified  his  amendment,  so  as. 
to  ^rike  out,  also,  the  appropriation  for  a  fort  on 
New  Utrecht  Point,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Wooo,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  motion, 
and  adverted  to  the  experience  of  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  as  showing  the  necessity  of  such  a 
fortification.  He  insisted  that  it  was  sound  econ- 
omy to  put  up  these  forts ;  great  interests  were 
jeopardized  by  admitting  the  erection  of  these  de* 
fences,  and  double  expense  incurred  for  an  ineffi- 
cient defence  by  militia. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  in  a  short  speech, 
advocated  the  striking  out. 

Mr.  Sharpe  replied.  He  thought  these  forts 
could  not  be  commenced  a  day  too  soon.  If  New 
York  and  Rhode  Island  were  not  thought  worth 
protecting,  he  should  vote  against  the  whole  bill. 
On  the  requisition  of  Mr.  S.  the  question  was  di- 
vided, and  being  first  on  striking  out  the  appro- 
priation for  Narragansett  i)ay — 

Mr.  Trimble  said  he  had  no  objection  to  these 
appropriations,  provided  the  whole  amount  grant- 
ejl  this  year  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  fortifica- 
tions, did  not  exceed  $500,000.  The  naste  with 
which  the  system  bad  heretofore  been  pursued  had 
brought  the  nation  to  loans,  and  to  postponing  the 
payment  of  the  public  creditors.  He  thought  that 
it  would  be  sufficient  for  the  present  year  to  buy 
the  land  for  these  forts. 

Mr.  Wood  replied,  and  dwelt  on  the  necessity 
for  fortifications.  In  the  late  war,  the  nation  had 
paid  three  hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand  mi- 
litia, besides  her  reeulars.  With  sufficient  forts^ 
twenty-six  thousand  would  have  done  as  much. 
Money  applied  wisely  in  defence,  -was  the  best 
means  of  preveniing  the  augmentation  of  tbe  pub- 
lic debt. 

Mr.  Allbn^  of  Massachusetts,  was  opposed  to 
tbe  appropriation.  He  discussed  the  merits  of  the 
general  system  devised  for  fortifications,  which 
he  thought  was  going  beyond  the  resources  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  again  rose,  and  re- 
plied to  the  objections  ur^ed  in  various  parts  of 
the  House,  and  made  a  variety  of  explanations  on 
the  subject  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Trimblr  said  a  few  words  io  reply  to  Mr. 
Wood,  on  the  expenses  of  t^e  last  war,  as  arising 
not  from  the  want  of  forts,  &c.,  but  of  sufficient 
roads,  and  other  conveniences  for  the  movement 
of  troops. 

Mr.  Hamilton  advocated  the  appropriation, 
and  went  at  large  into  a  defence  of  the  system  of 


Mr.  Durfbr  corrected  wbat  he  considered  to  be   permanent  fortifications,  of  which  this  was  a  pari 
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Mr.  Cobb  remarked  oa  the  present  state  of  the 
national  funds,  and  contended  ttiat  the  balance  now 
in  the  Treasury  was  almost  all  liable  to  be  drawn 
out  bj  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
to  comply  with  the  national  engagements. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  appropriation  for  the  fort  at  Narrajnnset  Bay, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  62,  nays  120, 
as  follows: 

YxA»-^Messrs.  Abbot,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Bltir, 
Brown,  Bachanan,  Back,  Backner,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Gary,  Cobb,  Coeke,  Conner,  Culpeper,  Day,  Bdwanis 
^  North  Carolina,  Findiay,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecti- 
ent,  Gailay,  Gist,  Henry,  Johnson  of  Vhginia,  F. 
Johnson,  Kremer,  Leftwich,  Letefaer,  Long,  MeAr* 
thttr,  McCuy,  McKean,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Matlack, 
Matson,  Metcalfe, .  Mitchell  of  PennsyWania,  Moore  of 
Keatncky,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvani%  Patterson. of 
Ohio,  Plaroer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Roes,  8aan« 
ders,  Sandford,  Sloane,  Spaight,  Standefer,  Stewart, 
Teat,  Thompaon  of  Georgia,  Tracy,  Vance  of  North 
Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  WarEeld,  Whittlesey,  White, 
WicklifTe,  WiUiams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  Wilion  of  Sonth  Carolina,  Wiiion  of  Ohio, 
and  Wright 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Al- 
len oi  Massachnsettfl,  Alien  of  Tennessee,  Allison, 
Archer,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticat,  P.  P.  Barw 
hour,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Bradley,  Breck,  Burton,  Cady, 
Cambreleag,  Carter,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Crowninshield,  Cnshman,  Cnth- 
bert,  Dmfte,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Ellis,  Farrelly, 
Footo  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Ganiett, 
Getfin,  Gnrley,  Hamiltoa,  Harria^Harvey,  Hay  den, 
Hayward,  Hemphill,  Herrick,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hoge- 
boom*  Hooks,  Houston,  Isacki,  J.  T.  Johnson,  Kent, 
Kidder,  Latbrop,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Lincoln,  Litchfield, 
Little,  Livermore,  Livingston,  Locke,  Longfellow,  Me- 
Buffic,  McKee,  McKim,  McLane  of  Delawaroi  Man- 
gum,  Mallary,  Martindale,  Marrin,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of 
Maryland,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nel- 
son, Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Poinsett,  Rankin,  Richards,  Rives,  Scott,  Sharps, 
Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Alex'r  Smyth,  WUliara  Smith, 
Spence,  Sterling,  A.  Stevenson,  Stoddard,  Strong, 
Swan,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Kentucky, 
Tod,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker 
of  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Udree,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman, 
Williams  of  New  York,  Heniy  Wilaon,  Wood,  and 
Woods. 

Mr.  Cocke  then  withdrew  the  residue  of  his 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Weonesdat,  April  21. 

Mr.  McLanb,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Archibald  Clarke ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  McLanb,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  ware- 
house at  the  quarantine  ground,  near  the  English 
Torn,  in  the  State  (^  Louisiana,  and  for  the  erec- 


tion of  a  dweliing-hoiiae  at  the  Balize,  in  aid 
Stale,  for  the  use  of  the  boarding  oflleer  at  tJiit 
place ;  and  for  other  purposes,''  reported  the  stme 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr*  McLane,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Van  Sjrekd, 
of  Philadelphia,"  reported  thesame  withootameiHl- 
ment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  of  this 
House,  for  the  relief  of  the  sam«  indiriduaL 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  th\e  Seoate,  entitled  "An  act  for  tfaen^ 
lief  of  Tbaddeus  Mayhew,"  reported  the  same 
with  an  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  rh :  "A 
bill  in  addition  to  the  acts  relatire  to  the  eleeiios 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States ;"  also,  a  bUl  "  for  the  relief  of  Wiilian 
Duane,"  were  twice  read  and  referred. 

The  am«idments  of  the  Senate  to  a  bill  from 
this  House  coneeming  inralid  pensioners,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  tiie 
Whole,  (ayes  69,  noes  54,)  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

^r.  CROWNiRBBiELn  moTcd  to  take  up  the  bBl 
from  the  Senate,  authorizing  the  buildmg  of  u 
additional  number  of  sloops  of  war.  TIk  ques- 
tion being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  negatire, 
ayes  69^  noes  71.    The  Committee  then  rose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RANKiN^he  House  then 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  od  the  bill 
'*  supplementary  to  an  act  providing  for  the  cor- 
rection of  errors  in  the  entry  of  lands  at  thelsod 
offices." 

The  bill  was  read.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Riitnii, 
it  was  slightly  amended  in  the  1st  section. 

The  question  being  on  risingr  and  reporting  the 
bill,  a  debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  KiirKtN,  of 
Mississippi.  Campbell,  ofOhio,  Cook,  of Iliioois, 
MoCoT,  McLean,  of  Ohio,  SANUFOftD,  oX.  Ten- 
nessee, CoNWAT,  of  Arkansaa,  and  Hsifir,  of 
Kentucky,. took  part. 

Several  farther  ameudnieats  'proposed  to  the 
bill  were  rejected,  and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Whittlbsbt,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Capttin 
Thomas  Staniford,"  reported  the  same  with  u 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  f^om  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, who  were  instructed  on  the  I2th  instant, 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  modifying  or 
amending  the  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships 
or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade 
or  fisheries,  and  regulate  the  same,  so  as  to  exempt 
all  vessels  and  boats  employed  in  navigating  the 
canals  in  the  State  of  New  York,  from  the  ncc»- 
sity  of  being  enrolled  or  licensed,  and  froin  tbe 
payment  of  tonnage  dutio,  reported,  that  it  is  m- 
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expedient  ^o  to  mo^iff  or  aoaeod  the  Mid  acU; 
-which  report*  was  read  and  concarred  in  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  from  the  name  committee,  re> 
ported  a  bill  to  allow  the  boanty  to  reasels  em- 
ployed in  the  cod  fisheries,  in  certain  cases ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  the  Committee  of 
Way.s  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expedi^cy  of  so  amending  the  act  of  the  pre- 
sent session,  authorizing  the  executors  of  John  B. 
Mebane  to  collect  certain  arrears  of  tax,  as  to 
authorize  the  said  executors  to  collect  arrears  of 
kiternal  duties. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have-passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  ''An  act  concerning  the  invalid  pension- 
ers," with  an  amendment.  They  have  also  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  in  addition  to  the  acts  re- 
lative to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
deot  of  the  United  States ;"  and  a  bill,  entitled 
'^An  ACt  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  William  Duane  ;*' 
and  a  joint  resolution  fixing  the  time  for  an  ad- 
journment of  Congress;  in  which  amendments, 
two  bills  jast  mentioned  and*  resolution,  the  Sen- 
ate ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  4sntitled  ^'An  act 
to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  District  Court 
in  the  District  of  Missouri,^'  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Presidentof  the  Washington  Canal  Company, 
of  their  receipts  and  expenditures,  during  the  last 
year,  made  in  obedience  to  the  requisitions  of  their 
charter;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Long,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Mebane,  as  to  include 
in  its  provisions,  internal  duties  as  well  |»  direct 
taxes,  to  be  collected  by  his  executors. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
The  resolution  yesterday  ofiered  bv  Mr.  Lonq, 
on  the  subject  of  post  routes,  was  tajien  up.  He 
explained  ^he  object  of  the  resolution,  which  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  in  a  few 
remarks. 

Mr.  Long  then  modified  his  resolution  by  omit- 
ting all  but  the  following : 

**  Jiuoived,  That  the  Pottmsster  Oeoersl  be  dirscted 
to  Isy  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  amount 
that  would  be  saved  by  discoDtinuing  certain  unpro- 
dttcttve  routes,  as  proposed  by  the  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Poat  Office  and  Post  Roads  ;  like- 
wise the  amoant  that  might  be  saved  by  having  one 
mail  instead  of  two,  on  all  routes  where  there  are  now 
two  mails  a  week." 

Mr.  CoexEand  Mr.REED  opposed  the  resolution, 
and,  at  the  motion  of  Mr.  McCor,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

J 

ADDRESS  OP  NINIAN  EDWARDS. 
Mr.  McDcppiE  offered  the  following : 
••  RemUved^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  direoted 
to  furaaib  the  President  of  the  United  Sutet  with  a 
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copy  of  the  memorial  of  Niaian  Edwards,  recently 
preaonted  to  the  House,  containing  certain  chaiges 
against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

Mr.  McDuFFiB  said,  that  he  regretted  that  the 
subject  had  been  presented  to  the  House  at  all ; 
but,  since  it  had,-  he  thought  the  facts  should  be 
submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
that  he  might  take  such  course  as  he  may  deem 
proper  ia  this  matter,  it  being  a  dispute  between 
bis  own  officers. 

Mr.  Saunders  accorded  in  the  propriety  of  the 
resolution,  and  suggested  an  amendment,  that  the 
President  be  informed  of  the  organization  of  a 
committee,  by  this  House,  to  investigate  the  case* 
This  course,  he  said,  would  not  surprise  the  Pre- 
sident. If  the  President  should  choose  to  recall  Mr* 
Edwards,  he  would  have  it  in  his  power  to  do  so^ 
He  might  be  permitted  to  say,  that  the  course  of 
Mr.  Edwards  was  not  the  same  as  that  pursued 
towards  Mr.  Hamilton,'  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  1794.  Mr.  Giles  called  for  informa* 
tioD,  aod  boldly  ofiered  and  supported  his  motion, 
and  did  not  throw  charges  into  the  House,  aha 
ieave  them  to  pursue  them  if  they  could.  The 
same  course  ought  to  have  been  pursued  by  Mr. 
Edwards  in  this  case,  instead  of  which  he  has  de- 
parted hence  on  his  way  to  a  foreign  station,  and 
thrown  his  charges  back  upon  those  he  has  left 
behind. 

Mr.  WEBaTER  said,  he  hoped  he  might  be  ex- 
cused for  making  a  single  remark,  without  goine 
fkrther.  It  was  obvious  that  the  committee,  which 
had  been  appointed,  bad  ho  time  to  make  anv 
progress  in  investigating  the  charges  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, at  this  session.  He  hoped  the  House  had 
confidence  enough  m  the  committee  to  agree  to 
the  motion  he  should  now  Qiake,  which  was,  to 
defer  acting  upon  this  motion  until  to-morrow 
morning.  With  this  view,  Mr.  W.^  moved  that 
the  motion  lie  on  the  table. 

This  course  was  agreed  to,  without  a  division* 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  fortifications  of  the  United  States,  was  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  in- 
structions so  to  amend  it,  as  to  reduce  the  total 
sum  appropriated  for  the  present  year  to  |^00,000 ; 
and  supported  the  motion  by  a  speech,  in  which 
he  insisted  that  the  system  of  defence,  to  which 
this  bill  has  reference,  had  never  been  adopted  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  It  miffht 
have  been  desired  by  one  of  the  Departments,  but 
had  Rceived  no  sanction  from  Congress.  He 
wished  to  have  the  whole  system  spread  dut  be- 
fore the  House,  and  to  know  its  form  and  extent. 
He  at  present  knew  little  or  nothing  about  it — and 
he  should  oppose  all  appropriations,  at  least  for 
new  works,  until  Congress  had  opportunity  to 
investigate  and  decide  upon  the  eligibility  of  the 
general  plan. 

Mr.  Little  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
striking  out  400,000  and  inserting  500,000. 

Mr.  Cobb  spoke  in  ezplanhtion* 
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Mr.  Little  replied,  and  advocated  the  propri* 
ety  and  necessity  of  permanent  works  of  defence. 
Durinff  the  late  war,  more  money  had  been  ex- 
pended in  temporary  works,  now  useless,  than  all 
that  had  since  been  appropriated  to  the  erection  of 
the  larffe  and  valuable  works  that  have  been  erect- 
ed. He  thought  in  the  present  state  of  the  Xrea 
aury,  it  was  perfectlv  proper  to  proceed  with  the 
aystem  of  detence  which  nad  been  commenced. 

Mr.  Tract,  advocated  the  amendment,  and 
contended  that,  in  general,  9500,000  was  as  much 
as  could  advantaeeouslv  be  applied  to  this  object, 
within  a  year.  He  replied  to  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  drawn  from  the  last 
war,  which,  he  insisted,  would  go  to  show  the 
propriety  of  a  great  standing  Army,  and  an  im* 
mense  Navy.  This  branch  of  expenditure  should 
be  restricted,  as  well  as  other  branches.  If  so  large 
a  sum  was  indispensable  for  Fort  Jackson,  and  the 
fortification  at  Mobile  Point,  let  it  be  taken  from 
other  parts  of  the  plan,  if  these  sums  were  granted 
BOW,  mora  would  probably  be  asked  for  next 
year,  dbc.  . 

Mr.  Ow^N  spoke  in  reply — and  contended  that 
it  was  bad  economy  to  grant  the  sums  necessary 
for  completing  these  works,  in  such  small  parts 
at  a  time,  as  to  delay  their  completion,  and  expose 
what  was  already  done  to  loss  and  injury,  by 
standing  sttll,  and  going  to  partial  decay,  d^. 

Mr.  &r£WART  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
Orantii^  (600,000  would  be- proceeding  as  we 
have  heretofore  done,  gradually  increasing  the 
sums  appropriated.  If  more  was  given,  it  w6uld 
possibly  lead  to  a  wasteful  expenditure.  The  best 
preparation  for  war  was,  to  preserve  the  credit  of 
the  country,  and  reduce  its  debt., 

Mr.  Mercer  went  into  a  recapitulation  of  what 
had  been  done  by  Government  ip  relation  to  the 
plan  of  general  defence.  Congress  had  formerly 
thought  an  annual  appropriation  of  9800,000  ex- 
pedient. He  thought  the  amount  should  approach 
that  sum  still  as  far  as  the  stale  of  the  country 
and  of  the  Treasury  vvould  allow.  He  referred  to 
an  attempt,  once  made,  to  reduce  the  standing 
army  to  two  thousand  men.  Gkneral  Wabhino- 
TON  had  suggested,  as  an  amendment  to  this 
plan,  a  proviso  that  the  enemy  should  never  in- 
Tade  the  country  with  more  than  two  tbousand 
men.  He  thought  a  similar  proviso  ought  now  to 
be  inserted:  that  no  nation  should  declare  war 
•gainst  the  United  States  within  twenty  years; 
the  period  some  gentlemen  proposed  for  comple- 
ting the-  defences  of  the  country.  Mr.  M.  ad- 
;Terted  to  the  experience  of  the  last  war,  and 
stated  what  had  happened  at  Norfolk.  He  con- 
cluded that  the  interior  had  an  equal  interest  with 
all  other  parts  x>f  the  country  in  the  defence  of 
the  coast,  as  going  to  render  less  necessary  the 
services  o£  the  militia,  dbc. 

Mr.  Little  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Tract  renewed  it,  and  Mr.  Cobb  accepted 
it  as  a  modification. 

Mr.  CoNoicT  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
striking  out  the  clause  for  instructing  the  com- 
mittee, and  leaving  the  question  simply  on  a  mo- 
tion for  recommitment. 


Mr.  Cobb  objected  to  this  amendment. 

Mr.  McLane  opposed  the  recommitment,  and 
stated  that  there  .never  had  been  any  settled  rale 
or  ratio  of  appropriation  for  fortifications  deter- 
mined by  the  practice  of  the  House,  but  the  soins 
voted  had  always  been  governed  by  the  exigency 
of  each  year.  He  went  into  a  history  of  the  sev- 
eral appropriations  which  had  been  made,  ex- 
plained the  necessity  of  the  present  appropriations, 
and  replied  to  some  of  the  objections  urged  against 
them. 

Mr.  Wooo  opposed  the  notion  of  being^  restrict- 
ed to  an  annual) sum  for  appropriations  for  this 
object.  The  object  of  expenditure  was  a  definite 
one,  but  how  much  should  be  given  in  each  year, 
must  depend  on  circumstances.  He  dwelt  on  the 
distress  on  the  coast  occasioned  by  the  approach 
of  an  enemy,  and  argued  that  this  was  the  chief 
danger  to  which  the  country  was  exposed  in  war. 
He  stated  the  condition  of  New  York  harbor,  and 
reprobated  the  idea  of  abandoning  the  new  work 
proposed  for  its  defence.  The  motion  tof  the  gen- 
tleman from  G^fgia  aimed  at  an  abandonment 
of  the  system  of  defence  altogether. 

Mr.  UOBB  replied,  and  further  insisted  on  the 
ground  he  bad  before  taken;  and  he  read  extracts 
from  documents  to  support  his  argument.  He 
did  not  understand,  and  could  not  discover,  what 
was  the  plan  on  which  we  were  now  proceeding. 
No  war  was  impending;  and  he  thought  that 
Congress  was  not  bound  to  adopt  ertry  magnifi- 
cent scheme  that  should  be  suggested  by  any  De- 
partment of 'the  €k)vernment.  He  saw  no  limit 
to  the  expenditure;  for  he  did  not  know  where 
ihfi  plan  stopped.  Everjr  extension  of  the  plan  of 
fortification,  necessarily  involved  an  increase  of 
the  Army,  and  a  proportionid  augmentation  of 
the  national  expenses.  There  was  another  bill 
on  the  table  for  -arming  the  fortresses.  If  both 
should  pass,  the  appropriation  this  year,  for  forti- 
fications, would  exceed  $700,000.  Once  begun, 
the  works  most  be  gone  on  with  and  completed. 
He  was  not  opposed  to  all  svstems  of  defence,  bat 
wished  that  Congress  should  have  the  modifica- 
tion of  the  system. 

Mr.  FuLi^BB  thought  that  the  tiews  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  should  have  led  to  a  differ- 
ent course.  He  was  surprised  he  would  attempt 
so  small  a  measure  as  the  cutting  off  f|100,000 
from  an  appropriation  of  $000,000.  He  contend- 
ed that  the  system  had  been  laid  before  Congren 
in  a  series  of  reports,  and,  by  appropriations  there- 
on. Congress  had  given  it  so  much  sanction  as 
amounts!  to  an  adoption  of  it.  He  insisted  that 
confidence  must  be  reposed  by  the  different  depart- 
ments of  the  Qovernment  in  each  other,  and  bv  i 
Congress  of  one  period  in  that  of  another.  He 
stat^  the  caution  with  which  surveys  had  beea 
made;  the  waste  and  loss  which  would  eosoe 
from  temporary  erections,  &c.  The  appropria- 
tions had  been  continued,  by  the  good  sense  of 
this  House,  from  year  to  year,  and  he  hoped  this 
would  not  be  the  period  at  which  they  were  to  be 
suspended. 

Mr.  McCoT  went  into  a  history  of  what  had 
already  been  done  by  Congraaa,  and  reftnad  to 
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the  useless  works  on  DaupbiQ  Island;  the  loans 
^vrhicli  became  necessary  n-om  too  great  ezpendi- 
tares  on  tnese  objects,  and  the  subsequent  reduc- 
tion of  the  public  expenditures,  dee. ;  and  he  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nay^  on  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman irom  Georgia. 

Mr.  DuRFEE  remonstrated,  >  at  some  length, 
against  the  House  retracting  what  it  had  yester- 
terday  deliberately  done.  He  insisted  on  the 
wrlsdom  of  measures  of  defence  even  in  an  eco^ 
nomical  view,  and  particular! v  on  the  expediency 
of  the  measures  proposed  by  tne  bill. 

Mr.  McDuFFiB  declared  the  motion  now  offered 
to  be  the  same  which  the  House  had  yesterday 
Tejected  by  a  vote  of  nearly  two  to  one,  viz :  whe- 
ther Che  new  worjts  at  New  York  and  Rhode  Isl- 
and shall  be  commenced  ?  He  trusted,  as  no  new 
argnment  had  been  addqced  to-day,  no  new-resolt 
would  be  obtained. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb  to  recommit -the  bill, 
4x.,  as  follows : 

Yii^ — Messrs.  Allen  of  Mositchasetts, ,  Beedier^ 
BvowB,  Buchsnan,  Bock,  Backner,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Csry,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cornier,  Culpeper,  Edwards  of 
I^orth  Caioliiia.  Findlay,  Foot  of  Conoeclicat,  For- 
.■ytb,  Oatni>,  Gazlay,  Hall,  Harris,  Henry,  Hooks, 
JohosoD  oir  Virginia,  F.  Johoson,  Leftwich,  Letcher, 
Xjongr^AfcArtbur,  McCoy^  McLean  of  Ohio,  Markley 
Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Moore  of  Kentncky,  Pat- 
terson of  Pennsjjvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumerof 
Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Rives,  Ross,  Bloane,  Arthur 
Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Spaight,  Stand^fer,  Test, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North 
Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Vinton,  Warfield,  WhittieT 
sey,  Whift,  Wicklifle,  Wifliams  of  VirginU,  WiU 
Hams  of  North  Cart>lina,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina, 

and  Wiightr--^* 

NiTB — Messrs.  Adams,  Allison,  Archer,  Baylies, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  Bartleit,  Bartley,  B4ssett,  Brack,  Oady, 
Cambrekmg,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condiot,  Cook, 
Crsifts,  Craig,  Cdsbman,Durfee,  Derigbt,  Eaton,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Farrelly,  Foote  of  New 
York,  FttUer,  Garnett, .  Gist,  Gurley,  ttamiltou,  Har- 
vey, Hayden;  Hay  ward,  Herrick,  Herkimer,  Hoge- 
boom,  Holeombe^  Honston,  laacks,  Jenkins,  Kent, 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Lathrop,  LawrSnoe,  IjOo,  Lioeoin, 
Litchfield,  Little,  Livingston,  Longfellow,  McDnlfie, 
McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  .Mangum,  Martiodale, 
Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Md., 
Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton, 
O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Richards,  Rose,  Saunaecs,  Sandford, 
Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  William  Smith,  Spenee,  Ster- 
ling, A*  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Strong, 
Swan,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Kentucky, 
Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tyson,  Udree,Van  Rensselaer,  Van 
Wyek,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Wil- 
Itams  of  New  York,  Heniy  Wilson,  Wood,  and 
Woods— 103. 

The  question  was  then  put,  Shall  the  bill  pass  ? 
'  It  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  fizine  a 
-  time  for  the  adjonrnment  of  Congress — 15th  May 
iiext«-WM  twice  read. 


Mr.  Ross  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  joint  commit- 
tee yesterday  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House 
to  determine  on  what  business  shall  be  taken  up 
at  the  present  se^i/sion,  and  at  what  time  the  two 
Houses  shall  adjourn. 

Mr.  Allen  opposed  the  commitment,  remarked 
at  some  length  on  the  evil  of  prolonged  sessions 
of  Congress,  and  adverted  to  the  early  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress  of  1816^  When  a  compensation 
was  substituted  for  a  per  diem  allowance,  and  the 
arduous  duties  which  that  Congress  had  never- 
theless accomplished,  &c. ;  and  he  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  commitment. 

Mr.  Wright  was  opposed  to  an  early  adjourn- 
ment, while  important  business  remained  undone, 
and  objected  to  a  decision  upon  ibe  resolution 
whilst  a  joint  committee,  apoointed  to  consider  the 
subject,  bad  not  yet  reported,  dbc. 

Mr.  McCoy  inquired  whether  it  was  in  order 
to  subject  a  resolution  from  the  other  House  to  a 
committee  consisting  in  part  of  members  of  ihe 
House  which  had  already  passed  qpon  the  reso- 
lution. 

The  Chair  pronounced  it  to  be  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  .taken  on  the  commit- 
ment, and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Allison,  Archer,  Bartley,  Beecfaer, 
Breck,  Brown,  Bncbsnsn,  Burleigh,  ^Cady,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Qsry,  Cassedy,  Condict,  Crafts,  Craig,  bur- 
fee,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Farrelly, 
Findlay,  Footo  of  New  York,  Frost,  Gatlin,  Gazl^y, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hayward,  Hemphill,  Henry, 
Holcombe,  Jenkins,  ^Johnson  of  Virginia,  F.  Johnson, 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Little,  Livennore, 
Livingston,  M<f Arthur,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Markley, 
Martindale,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of 
Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Ken- 
tucky, Newton,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson 
of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Richards, 
Rose,  Ross,  Sendford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloane,  Sterling, 
J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Strong,  Swan,  Test,  Tod, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Y anco  of  North  Care- 
Una,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Warfield, 
WhiUtesey,  White,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Hen- 
ry Wilson,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright— 87. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  AHen  of 
Maasachnsetts,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bas- 
sett.  Buck,  Buckner,  Cambreleng,  Carter,  Clark, 
Cocke,  Goflins,  Conner,  '  Crownlnshield,  Cnshnian, 
Day,Dwight,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Foot 
of  Connecticut,  Fuller,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  flattilton, 
Harvey,  Hogeb^om,  Hooks,  Houston,  Isacks,  Kent, 
Lathrop,  Lpe,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  LitchBeld,'  Locke, 
Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McBufie,  McKean,  MoKee, 
McKim, McLane  of  Delaware,  Mangnm,  Mereer,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson,  O'Brien,  Owen^  Plumer 
of  New  Hampshire,  PoinseU,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rives, 
Saunders,  SibUy,  Arthur  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Spught,  Spence,  Standefer,  A.  Stevjsnsoa,  Taliafrne, 
Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tomlinson,  Tucker 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Webster,  Whipple,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and^ 
WUson  of  South  Carolina— 77. 

So  the  resolution  from  the  Senate  was  referred 
to  the  joint  committee  yesterday  appointed  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Taylor. 

And  the  Bonse  «(Qoamed. 
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THURSDAY,  April  22. 

Mr..  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affair^,  made  a  report  oo  the  petition  of  Benja- 
mm  Kiog,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  b(s  relief; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
'*  for  enclosing  the  burying  ground  of  Christ 
Church,  Washington  Parish,"  without  amend- 
ment; which  was,  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.. Randolph  wished  to  move  to  reject  the 
bill ;  but,  in  this  stage  of  the  proceeding,  the  mo- 
lion  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.-  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
nierce,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  building  of 
lighthouses,  light  vessels,  and  beacons,  therein 
mentioned,  knd  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Alexander,  of  Virginia,  submitteiJ  the  fol- 
lowing, which  lies  one  day : 

-Ruolved,  That  the  President  be  re<|uested  to 
caase  to  be  laid  before  this  House  the  proceedings  of 
a  court  martial  lately  held  at  Norfolk,  for  the  trial  of 
Lieutenant  BeTerley  Kennon,  of  the  United  plates 
Navy." 

'  The  amendinents  made  in  Committee  of  th6 
Whole  to  the  bill  '^  for  correcting  errors  in  enter- 
ing lands  at  the  land  offices,''^  were  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

ADDRESS  OF  NINIAN  EDWARtH). 

Mr.  Floy1>,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  Ninian  Edwards,  vindi- 
cating himself  and  accusing  Mr.  Secretary  Craw- 
ford, pursuant  to  instructions  of  the  committee, 
jooramunicated  the  foliowing  minutes  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, viz: 

"The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  commu- 
nication from  Nininn  Edwards,  report  the  following 
miontes  of  their  proceedings  to  the  Honte  of  Repro- 
•antalivss : 

Apbil  31,  1824. 

Present,  all  the  members  of  the  committee. 

Voted,  That  the  committee  ought  to  proceed  to  make 
inquiry  into  the  matters  contained  in  the  said  memo* 
rial,  and  connected  therewith. 

Voted,  That,  for  .the  pQrpose  of  such  inquiry,  the 
attendance  of  the  said  Ninian  Edwards  upon  the  oom- 
ipittee,  to  be  by  them  examined,  is  requisite ;  and  that 
his  altendaocf  be  accordingly  ordered. 

Voted,  That  the  chairman  do  inferm  the  House  of 
the  foregoing  resolations  of  the  committee;  and  inas- 
muoh  as  it  is  suggeitcd  thst  the  ssid  Ninian  Edwards 
is  about  to  leave  the  United  States  on  foreign  diplo- 
matic service-* 

Voted,  That  the  chahman  do  move  the  House  that 
information  of  said  communication,  of  the  votes  of  the 
House  theraon,  and  of  the  IbregMng  resolutions  of  the 
committee,  be  communicated  to  the  President  of  the 
United  Stotes." 

The  latter  proposilioA  Having  been  put  into  the 


form  of  a  motion  bj  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York, 
and  the  question  bemg  upon  agreeing  thereto— 

Mr.  FoRnvTH,  of  Georgia,  said,  he  bad  the 
honor,  a  day  or  two  ago,  of  submitting  a  moiion 
to  the  House  on  this  subject,  the  object  of  wbicli 
be  had  not  an  opportunity  to  explain,  ia  coDs^ 
quence  of  a  call  for  the  question  of  consideritioD. 
The  object  I  had  in  view,  said  Mr.  F.,  was  the 
same  as  that  which  the  committee  seem  to  hare 
had  in  contemplation  in  their  report  of  this  mora- 
in^.    I  understand  ^his  to  be,  to  prevent  any  col- 
lision between  the  orders  of-the  Executive  branch 
of  the  Gk)vernment  and  those  of  the  Legislatire. 
I  understand  the  committee  to  have  determiocd 
OB  calling  Mr.  Edwards  before  them  to  ascertaio 
what  he  has  to  say  upon  this  subject,  in  addiuoa 
to  what  he  has  stated  in  his  memorial.   Asa 
matter  of  courtesy,  that  being  the  case,  it  is  proper 
for  the  House  to  give  notice  of  the  fact  to  (be 
President  of  the  United  States,  that  the  iodividoal 
in  question  might  not  seek  to  escape,' under  the 
plea  of  Executive  orders,  from  the  iovestigaaon 
which  he  has  himself  asked  of  this  House  to  in- 
stitute.    Th^  object  of  iny  motion  was  the  same 
with  that  now  before  the  House,  and  itappesnto 
me  that  the  form  of  mine  was  more  proper  thaa 
the  form  of  that   which  has  been  submitted. 
What  ii^terest  has  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  knowing  what  are-the  votes  of  any  com- 
mittee of  this  House?    All  that  is  necessarf  for 
him  to  know  is,  thait  this  House  has  taken  op  the 
subject  for  investigation.     We  do  not  ask  from 
him  any  thing  td  enable  us  to  exercise  our  right- 
ful power  in  this  matter,  and  our  motives  for  act- 
ing are  therefore  of  no  importanee  to  the  due 
information  of  the  Executive.     The  simple  an- 
nunciation of  the  fact  is  sufficient    Under  these 
impressions,  Mr.  F.  moved  to. strike  out  all  the 
above,  afler  the  word  '^Ordered,"  and  insert,  in 
lieu  thereof,  his  motion,  in  the  folio vring  words: 

"  Thst  the  President  be  officially  ioforiDcd  that  this 
House  has  ordered  an  inVestigmtion  of  the  memoriil 
presented  to  this  Houm  on  the  19Ui  instant  by  iVioitn 
Bdwsrds,  lately  appointed  Minister  to  Hexko;  that 
the  ssid  Ninian  Edwards  may  be  instrnetad  not  to 
leave  the  United  States  before  that  investifation  baa 
taken  place." 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virgginia,  said,*?  A«co™ 
pointed  out  by  the  committee  would  attain  ail  the 
objects  which  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  had 
in  view,  he  did  not  see  why  the  change  should  be 
made.  If  the  gentleman  will  attend  to  the  terms 
of  the  proposition  before  the  House,  said  Mr.  R., 
he  will  see  that  there  is  nothing  in  it  which,  m 
the  smallest  degree,  compromits  the  proceeding* 
of  this  body ;  that  we  are  acting  by  our  own  in- 
herent power;  that  it  is  not  proposed  to  call  oo 
the  Executive  Department,  though  a  co-ordinate 
branch  of  the  Government,  for  any  ancillary  aw. 
We  are  acting  by  our  own  virtue  and  power  j  W, 
having  done  »o,  we  have  thought  it  proper  to  ad* 
vise  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Goremment, 
that  he  might  take  such  order  oo  the  matter,  m 
his  own  exclusive  sphere,  as  to  him  may  ^^ 
and  proper.  And  what  morecaii  we  do?  I  hope 
the  amendment  wUl  not  be  adopted,  but  that  we 
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shall  decide  on  this  motioo,  and  -give  to  the  chair- 
man an  opportunity  to  roake  a  further  motion, 
which  he  is  authorized  by  the  committee  to 
make. 

Mr^  Taylor,  of  New  York,,  said,  it  was  true 
that,  on  a  former  occasion,  when  the  gentleman 
from  Creorgia  presented  his  motion,  he  (Mr.  T.) 
did  call  for  the  question  of  consideration  upon  it. 
The  reason  why  he  had  done  so,  was^  that  the 
subject  had  just  been  referred  to  a  committee  with- 
out any  special  instruction.     The  first  question,  it 
was  apparent,  which  wopld  present  itself  to  that 
committee  would  be.  Does  the  memorial  contain 
sufficient  patter  to  justify  pfroceeding  in  the  in- 
vestigation of  its  contents?    That  Question  had 
not  bseD,  in  any  tiianner,  decided,  when  the  gen- 
tleman from  Greorgia  ofiiered  his  motion*.    It  was 
not  until  last  night  that,  the  committee  came  to 
the  determination  that  it  was  proper  that  thev 
should  j)roceed  in  their  iAquiry.    Thks,  Mr.  T. 
said,  was  necessarily  a  previous  Question  to  be  de- 
termined.   For,  if  the  committee  had  been  of 
opinion  that  the,  subject  was  not,  for  any  reason, 
fit  to  be  inquired  into,  it  would  not  have  been 
proper  to  give  to  the  President  the  intimation  in 
question.    After  the  committee  had  decided  the 
preL'minary  question,  the  next  step  was  to  require 
the  attendance  of  Mr.  Edwards.    The  House  will 
perceive  that  the  commiitee  propose  to  apply  to 
the  Executive  for  no  power,  hut  to  notify  him  of 
the  decision  requiring  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, as  a  fit  regard  for  that  comity  and  respect 
which  is  due  from  this  House    to  a  co-ordinate 
hrancft.of  the  Governinent.   ^r.  T.  believed  that 
the  notification  of  both  these  decisions  of  the  com- 
mittee ^was  necessary,,  for  the  purpose  of  apprizing 
the  President  of  the  reasons  oi-  this  House  for 
requiring  the'  attendance  of  an  individual  who 
was  known  to  be  absent  on  diplomatic  services, 

4&C. 

Mr.  Wbb8T£R,  of  Massachusetts,  did  not  see* 
that  any  difficulty  was  presented  by  this  question 
Co  the  House*  itere,  said  be,  is  a'  communication 
referred  to  a  committee  of  this  Ii(>Qsc,  in  the  course 
of  investigatinff  which,  the  personal  attendance 
of  an  individual,  understood  to  have  been  recently 
despatched  on  a  foreign  service,  is  found  to  be  ne- 
cessary, and  is  required.  All  that  the  committee 
aim  at,  therefore^  is  to  inform  the  Executive  of  so 
much  as  to  show  that  business  before  us^  requires 
the  pertonal  attendance  of  one  whom  he  has  des- 
patched, or  is  about  to  despatch  on  foreign  diplo- 
matic service.  This  is  all  that  is  proposed  by  the 
resolution^  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.KR£jiBR,of  Pennsylvania,  rose,  and  observed 
that,  before  he  voted  on  this  question,  he  must 
know  whether  the  committee  can  wait  for  the  re- 
turn of  the  person-  proposed  to  be  sent  for.  He 
knew  not,  for  his  own  part,  where  Mr.  Edwards 
was4o  be  found*  The-  session  was  now  near  its 
dose,  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  send  fpr  him,  if, 
when  he  came,  the  House  had  adjourned,  or  the 
committee  was  not  prepared  to  go  on.  If  we  do 
send  to  Wheeling,  when  our  messenger  gets  there 
Mr.  E.  will  be  gone,  and  we  shall  be  pursuing 
him  Arom  town  to  town  nobody  knows  how  long. 


If  it  was  in  order,  be  shouldmove  that  the  resolu- 
tion lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  by  a  lar^e  majority. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  said,  the  objection 
he  had  to  the  matter  now  before  the  House,  would 
apply  as  well  to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  as  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee.  He  could  perpeive  nonnecessity  for 
the  further  interposition  of  the  House,  and  it  might 
be  improper  to  call  for  it.  We  have  referred  the 
memorial  to  a  committee,  said  he,  with  what  pro* 
priety  it  is  not  for  me  now  to  say,  and  have  vested 
that  committee  with  full  power  to  send  for.  persons 
and  papers.  We  could  give  no  greater  power. 
Under  the  authority  already  possessed,  the  com* 
mittee  were  authorized  to  send  for  this  individual, 
without  our  interference,  and  he  thought  they 
sivould  do  so.  If  the  public  character  of  the  in* 
dividual  rendered  it  improper  to  compel  his  at- 
tendance, without  the  interference  of  tne  Execu- 
tive, it  would  be  competent  for  the  committeei 
without  applying  to  this  House,  to  request  such 
interference.  He  had  some  experience  of  parlia- 
mentary proceeding,  and  he'^belieTed  it  nnprece- 
dented  for  a  committee,  vested  with  full  powers, 
to  call  upon  the  House  to  do  what  might  be  atf 
well  done  without  their  aid.  -  He  could  easilf 
conceive,  that  a  subject  of  no  great  magnitude,  in 
itself,  might  be  clothed  with  much  artificial  im- 
portance, by  such  proceedings;  and  he  saw  no  pro- 
priety in  the  committee  reporting  the  journal  of 
their  private  proceedings,  from  time  to  time^  to 
this  House.  He  was  avenge  to  the  repeated  agita- 
tion of  the  subject  in  this  manner^io  the  prejudice 
of  other  business,  by  the  daily  or  weekly  report  of 
the  journal  orthecommittee'sproc^ings.  He  de- 
sired a  full  and  prompt  ihvestigation ;  the  prompter 
the  better;  but  he  thought  the* committee  had 
ample  power  over  the  subject,  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  not  be  called  upon  to  act  unneces- 
sarily in  the  business. 

Mr.  CuTHBEaT,  of  Georgia,  referring  to  the  in- 
timation, as  he  understood  it,  of  the  committee, 
that  the  presende  of  Mr.  Edwards  was  so  neces^ 
sary  that  the  investigation  of  the  charges  made 
by  him  could  not  go  on  without  his  presence,  said 
he  thought  there  could  be  no  such  indispensable 
necessity  for  the  presence  of  Mr.  Edwards  here. 
The  House  would  perceive,  he  said,  that  any  in- 
dividual, intending  to  do  a  serious  mischief  to 
'another,  might  select  a  particular  moment  to  pre- 
fer charged  against  another,  and,  by  abandoning 
his  position,  preventing  an  investigation  of  his 
motives  as  well  as  his  charges,  leave  an  erroneous 
impression  on  the  public  mind.  It  was  desirable 
that  the  accuser  should  he  where  he  places  his  ac- 
cusation; the  common  sense  of  mankind  shows 
that  the  accuser  ought  to  abide  by  the  consequen- 
ces of  his- accusation.  But,  if  he  flies  from  that 
responsibility,  the  investigation  should  not,  there- 
fore^ be  delayed.  Such  delay  would  be  to  furnish 
the  individual  with' an  opportunity  of  doing  ail 
the  mischief  h^  desired.'  unless  it  could  be  ascer- 
tained that  the  individual  in  question  could  be 
brought  to  this  place  within  a  reasonable  time,  it 
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was  d^irable,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  the  iaves- 
tigation  of  his  charges  should  not  be  delayed  until 
he  could  be  sent  for.  ' 

Mr.  Webster  replied  to  the  geatleaian  from 
Delaware,  ad  to  the  report  made  from  the  commit- 
tee. It  was  certainly  no  unusual  thing  for  the 
chairman  of  a  committee  to  make  a  motion  in  this 
House,  by  the  instruction  of  the  committee ;  and, 
if  a  portion  of  the  minutes  of  the  committee  were 
coupled  with  it,  he  did  not  see  that  that  wouM 
alter  the  pase,  as  to  the  expediency  ot  propriety  of 
the  practice.  With  respect  to  the  suggestion, 
which  bad  been  made,  tnat  sending  for  Mr.  Bd*^ 
wards  would  procrastinate  the  inquiry,  the  geqtle- 
man  from  Georgia  was  ixot  to  suppose  that '  the 
committee  was  going  wholiv  to  suspend  this  mves- 
ti^tion,  to  wait  for  anybody's  attendance. 

Mr.  McLane,  still  fully  impressed  with  the  oor* 
rectness  of  the  view  which  he  had  taken  of  this 
matter,  moved  to  recommit  the  report. 

Mr.  Karoolph  said  he  hoped  the  motion  for 
recoiknmitment  would  not  prevail;  and  he  rose  for 
the  purpose  only  of  calling  the  attentibn  of  the 
House  to  a  fact,  that  the  select  committee  have 
acted  by  the  authority  and  in  the  name  of  this 
body,  and  that,  whether  gentleinen  think  that  Mr. 
Edwards  ought  to  be  brought  before  the  commit- 
tee or  not,  the  writ  is  now  on  its  way ;  that  it  will 
be  served  upon  him ;  and  that  he  will  be  brought 
here,  whether  we  vote  in  one  way  or  another,  on 
this  question.  In  case  this  inquiry  isto  be  prose- 
cuted, said  Ml  R.,  I  cannot  consent  to  act,  on 
that  committee^  except  by  the  imperious  mandate 
of  this  House,  without  the  presence  of  the  inform- 
er. The  committee  having  first  resolved  that  this 
inquiry  should  be  prosecuted*— that  the  informer 
^ould  be  brought  before  the  orand  jury,  have  re- 
ported the  fact — for  what  %  That  the  House,  be- 
ing one  of  the  <!o-ordinate  branches  of  this  Gov- 
erDment  of  ours,  should  communieate  lo  the  other 
co-ordinate  branch,,  that  which,  in  courtesy,  th^ 
other  branch  ought  to  be  put  in  possession  of. 
What  do  w^  ask  of  the  President  7  To  aid  us  to 
bring  this  Minister  before  us?  No;  we  need  no 
authority  from  him.  We  will,  i&  despite  of  aav 
man  in  this  land,  have  him  before  us.  If,  indeea, 
he  shall  have  made  his  escape  from  the  country, 
we  cannot  follow  him  to  Mexico ;  but,  any  where 
short  of  the  Balia;,e,  the  warrant  of  this  House  is 
as  high  authority  as  any  known  in  this  land,  and, 
aa  siieh,  I  trust  it  will  be  supported.  If  I  had 
thought  thaL  in  the  act  of  that  committee,  the' 
privileges  of  this  House,  the  privileges  pf  the 
American  people  in  their  Representatives,  had 
been  compiomiited,  no  consideration  that  man  can 
name,  would  have  induced  me  to  give  it  my  sanc- 
tion. It  was  at  my  motion  that  the  order  was 
passed  to  bring  the  accuser  before  us.  I  hope  the 
HouAe  will  proceed  as  proposed.  The  committee 
have  maintained  the  authority  of  this  House, 
which  I  never  will  surrender,  and  have,  in  their 
Tep<tf  t,  acted  to  the  Executive  with  that  comity 
and  orbanity  which,  when  it  shall  cease  to  pre- 
vail between  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  any 
Government  like  ours,  must  throw  every  thing 
into  confusion* 


Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  said  it  had  been,  asi 
should  be,  his  course,  pending  this  subject,  to  ab- 
stain from  saying  any  thing  in  relation  to  ilie 
merits  of  it,  and  to  abstain  from  exfaibitiD|[  any 
thing  like  feeling  in  relation  to  it.  Inbisopioion, 
the  course,  which  the  committee  had  pursued,  oa 
this  occasion,  was  a  proper  one.  The  Execatire 
had  probably  given  its  orders  to  this  individual, 
and  his  actual  position  might  not  be  so  well  knowa 
to  any  one  as  to  the  Executive.  Mr.  C.  tboofht 
it  was  probable  that,  before  an^  process  could 
reach  him,  he  would  nave  leA  Illinois,  and  might 
have  reached  New  Orleans,  and  the  informattoa 
communicated  to  the  Executive  might  be  effectual 
to  answer  the  epd  of  the  process  of  fhis  House 
reaching  him.  Mr.-  C.  concluded  by  T^peatiag 
that  he  would  not  trust  his  feelings  on  this  occa- 
sion, for  he  wished  to  suppress  them,  so  far  as  to 
speak  on  the  merits  of  this  controversy,  &c. 

Mr.  FoRstTH  asked  if  he  had  understood  the 
gentlemanfrom  Illinois  rightly,  when  he  informed 
the  House  that  this  person  was  now  on  his  wif 
to  New  Orleans,  and  about  to  pass  thence  frem 
the  Cfiited  States? 

Mr.  Cook  said  that  he  had  so  stated,  presuming 
it  to  be  the  lact 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  said  it  w^s  only  what  he  sus- 
pected. The  Parthian  throws  blehind  him  bis 
poisoned  arrows  as  he  retreats^  and  then  flies  be- 
yond the  reach  of  pursuit.  Bat,  &lr.  F., said,  be 
could  not  fortunately  lea^e  the  United  States  be- 
fore the  process  of  the  committee  could  reach 
him.  The  vessel  which  was  to  have  the  honor 
to  bear  him  out,  had  not  yet  left  the  navy  yard  at 
this  place,  and,  as  he  would  scarcely  venture  to 
sail  without  the  protection  of  the  guns  of  the  na- 
tion, he  could  jret  be  overtalcen. 

Mr.  Cook  said  that,  when  up  before,  h^  had  in- 
tended to  suggest,  that  the  vessel  which  was  des- 
tined to  carry  Mr.  Edwards  to  Mexico,  wa?  yet  at* 
this  place )  that  by  this  vessel,  information  could 
be  given  to  him  of  his  presence  being  desired 
here ;  and  that  Ihe  duly,  at  least  most  probable 
way,  in  which  the  process  of  this  House  could 
reach  him,  and  he  oould  be  recalled  for  the  par- 
poses  of  this  House,  would  be  by  meani  of  this 
vessel. 

Mr%  Floyd  said  that  the  committee  had lUdOght 

it  necessary  that  this  individdal  sibonld  bepreaent 
during  the  examination  of  hia  charges.  They 
were  perfectly  aware  that  the  autberity  with 
which  they  were  invested  by  the  Hbuse^  was  suf- 
ficient for  all  the  purposes  of  bringiog  ^^^  "^ 
and,  in  the  course  which  they  had  pursaed,  bad 
no  object  but  to  give  thle  President  of  the  Uoitel 
States,  in  a  respectful  manner,  ioformattoa  of  the 
course  which  it  had  been  thought  proper,  by  tbe 
committee,  to  pursue;  and'he  hoped  the oppoauoa 
to  it  would  be  withdrawn.  / 

Mr.  McLanb  aaid'he  was  not  anxious  to  em- 
barrass the  proceed  inge  by  the  motion  wbich  w 
had  made,  undef  the  conviction,  in  hisownmino, 
that  the  President  ought  not  to  be  called  upon  » 
do  what  the  House  has  the  perfect  power  to  do. 
He  was  anxious  for  this  ravesligation  to  go  on. 
He  thought,  with  the  gendeman  from  virgtnia, 
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that  the  in  former  on  this  occasion  ou^ht  to  be 
present ;  but  he  thoaght^also,  that  the  whole  mat- 
ter was  already  within  the  power  of  the  commit- 
tee. To  save  trouble  to  the  House,  however^  he 
would  w^ithdraw  his  motion  for  recommitment. 

Mr.  Mallart,  of  Vermont,  said  the  House  had 
given   the  committee  all  the  powers  which  it  pos- 
sesses in  relation  to  this  matter.    The  question  is 
now,  "whether  it  is  necessary  to  call  upon  the 
House  to  aid  the  committee  to  carry  its  powers 
into  execution.    The  committee  have  all  the  pow- 
ers of  this  House  on  the  subjecC,  and  hare  certain* 
ly  the  same  power  to  communicate  the  fact  of 
their  proceedings  to  the  President,  that  this  House 
has,  and  on  the  same  principle  on  which  they 
would  have  power  to  astt  information  from  him. 
Mr.  Forsyth  said  that  he  had  not  offered  his 
first  motion  on  this  subject  (that  which  the  House 
refused  to  consider)  before  tbis^ouse  had  referred 
the  inquiry  into  the  subject- to  a  committee,  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. '  It  appeared 
to  bim,  he  said,  at  the  time  he  made  the  motion, 
that  such  a  proceeding  was  absolutely  du^,  in 
courtesy  to  the  Executive.^    Perhaps,  he  said,  he 
bad  some  little  feeling  on  this  subject,  arising  from 
the  difference  of  the  manner  in  which  his  proposi- 
tion, and  the  nearly  similar  one  of  another  gen-r 
tleman,  had  been  received.    He  saw  no  necessity, 
however,  for  pressing  his  amendment,  thoufifh  he 
could  not  see  anyoccasion  for  all  this  particularity 
on  the  subject.    In  deference,  therefore,  to  the 
wishes  of  several  of  his  friends,  whose  opinions 
he  always  respected,  h6  withdrew  his  motion  for 
amendin^nt. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee —  f 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  he  was 
rather  sorry  that  the  gentleman  from  Qeotgia  had 
withdrawn  his  motion,  because  it  was  perfectly 
free  from  any  ambiguity,  which  the  proposition 
of  the  committee  was  not.   If  the  amendment  had 
prevailed,  however,  he  could  not  have  voted  for 
this  reason :  He  was  one  of  those  Who  hoped,  the 
other  day,  that  the  motion  for  printing  the  me- 
morial would  have  prevailed,  and  that  he  should 
thus  have  been  enabled  to  judge  of  the  necessity 
of  the  presence  of  the  accuser.    At  present,  he 
said,  he  did  not  feel  himself  competent  to  decide 
whether  his  presence  was  necessary  or,  not.    He, 
for  one,  moreover,  was  not  willing  to' notify  the 
President  that  the  committed  thought  the  interpo- 
sition of  the  authority  of  the  House  necessary,  be- 
cause the  committee  are  themselves  competent  to 
do  it,  and,  if  they  think  proper,  it  is  their  duty  to 
do  it.    There  was  another  consideration  on  this 
subject,  which  Mr.  F.  thought  must  occur  to  the 
mind  of  every  one.    Is  it  po^ible,  is  it  probable, 
at  any  rate,  tnat  Congress  will  remain  in  session 
for  two  months  to  have  the  presence  of  this  gen- 
tleman ?    It  would  take  a  month  to  give  notice  to 
this  individual,  another  month  to  get  him  herey 
and  after  he  got  here,  the  investigation  of  the  case 
by  the  committee  would  not  occupy  less  than  two 
or.  three  weeks.    A  full  investigation  of  this  case, 
Mr.  F.  hoped,  would  take  place  at  the  next  ses- 
sion.   Under  the  pn»ent  circumstances,  he  saw 


no  occasion  for  givinfi^  information  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  opinion  of  the  committee.* 

Mr.  Bartlbtt,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  he 
was  desirous  of  understanding  rightly  what  was 
the  object  of  the  motion  before. the  House.    If  he 
had  a  correct  vieW  of  it,  some  other  gentlemen 
who  nad  spoken  had  not.    It  had'  been  suggested, 
that  there  was  not  time  to  send  for  this  person, 
and  that  the  House  ought  not  to  give  this  notice, 
to  the^  Executive,  because  by  so  doin^  it  would 
commit  itself.    Tnose  questions,  said  Mr.  B.,  are 
not  now  before  the  House.    The  House  has  con- 
fided the  question  to  a  select  committee ;  that  com- 
mittee has  decided  it,  and  it  is  a  questipn   no 
longer  to  be  discussed.    I  do  not  understand  the 
resolution  as  it  is  understood  by  one  gentleman,  as 
being  intended  to  give  facility  to  the  execution  of 
the  power  which  the  committee  have  undertaketi 
to^exercise,  but  as  intending  this,  and  nothing 
more :  that  this  person,  whom  the  committee  have 
sent  for,  who,  they  have  said,  shall  come  here, 
and  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  come  here,  is  a 
person  whom  the  President,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Senate,  has  ordered  on  service  to  a  foreiffn* 
Gk>veciiment.    Some  time  ago,  we  gave  to  the 
President  power  to  apppint  Ministers  to  certain 
Governments,  whenever  he  should  think  It  expe-' 
dient  to  do  so.    W^  have,  by  the  act  of  our  com- 
mittee, temporarily  revoked  that  power  so  far  as 
he  has  exercised  it  in  this  particular  instance. 
He  has  said,  that  Ninian  Edwards  shaH  be  Min- 
ister to  Mexico ;  we  have  said,  that  he  shall  not 
go.    If  the  United  States  have  great  interests  at 
stake  in  Mexico,  and  it  is  necessary  we  should 
have  a  Minister  there,  it  is  proper  that  we  should 
infdVm  the  President  that  the  person  whom  be 
has  appointed  for  that  purpose  we  have  recalled. 
If  the  President  sent  him,  and  we,  in  the  pleni* 
tude  of  our  power,  ordered  him  back,  is  it  not  ne- 
ces^ry  that  the  President  should  be  informed  of 
^he  fact?    It  had  been  suggested,  that  the  com- 
mittee luis  the  power  to  communicate  this  infoir- 
mation  to  the  President.    My  opinion,  said  Mr. 
Bh,  is,  that  they  have  not.    They  have  not  the' 
power  to  communicate  directly  with  the  President 
on  the  subject,  but  they  have  the  power  to  give 
information  on  the  subject  to  this  House,  of  which 
they  are  the  organ,  and,  th^  information  being  so- 

•WlsaiKSTOX,  ftSdAprii,  1824. 

Afeitrf.  Gales  4*  Seaian :  You  will  oblige  me  by 
oorrecting  tfi  error  in  reporting,  in  your  psper  of  this 
merning,  the  remarks  made  by  me,  respecting  the  in* 
vestigstion  of  the  charges  in  Mr.  Edwards's  memorisL 
In  stating  the  impropriety  of  protraottng  the  seeeion 
of  Congress  for  several  months,  to  examine  Mr.  E« 
personally,  I  observed, "  that  the  committee  ought  im- 
mediately to  proceed  in  the  investigation  ;  and  that, 
if  his  presence  shoald  be  found  to  be  necessary,  I 
hoped  the  examination,  as  far  as  he  was  concerned, 
would  ber  made  at  the  next  session." 

I  hy  no  means  intended  to  express  the  opinion  that 
the  investigation  ou^ht  to  be  deferred,  being  clearly 
of  the  opinion,  that  ntf  time  or  means,  within  the 
power  of  the  committee,  ought  to  be  neglected. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TIMOTHY  FULLER. 
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giv€D,  the  question  oow  is^  whether  it  be  proper 
to  give  it  to  the  Executitre.  Ifjhe  appointment 
of  a  Minister  was  necessary,  it  continues  to  be  so. 
If  it  was  necessary  a  month  ago,  no  change  of 
circumstances  having  occurred,  the  interest  of  the 
country  now  equally  demands  that  a  Minister  pro- 
ceed directly  to  Mexico;  in  which  case  it  might 
be  necessary  for  the  President,  on  receiving  tnis 
information,  to  designate  some  other  person  for 
this  station,  &c. 

Mr.  Buck,  of  Vermont,  made  a  few  observa- 
tions, the  import  of  which  were,  that  it  was  not 
material  whether  this  information  were  given  to 
the  Executive  by  the  committee,  or  by  a  vote  of 
this  House*— 50  that  whether  the  present  proposi- 
tion was  agreed  to  or  not,  appeared  to  him  .to  be 
of  little  importance. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  report  of 
the  committee,  as  above  stated,  and  it  was  agreed 
to,  almost  without  a  dissenting  voice.  * 

Mr.  Floyd  then  moved  that  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  be  directed  to  adopt  measures  to  expedite 
the  priming  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  upon  whicn  the  said  communicatioh  is 
founded,  and  that  the  said  communication,  with 
iu  accompanying  documents,  be  printed ;  which 
was  agreed  to.  . 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Mr.  Forward  postponed  his  motion  to  take  up 
the  bill  ^Maying  duties  on  sales  at  auction"  till 
Monday  next. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  in  the  Chair,) 
on  the  following  bills,  viz :  "A  bill  granting  to 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas  the  rif[ht  of  pre-emption 
to  certain  quarter  sections  of  land;"  "A  bill 
changing  the  mode  of  surveying  the  public  lands 
on  any  river,  lake,  bayou,  or  water  course,  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi  and  Territory  of  Arkansas;" 
and  '^A  bill  granting  to  the  counties  of  each  State 
and  Territory  of  the  United  States,  in  which  the 
public  lands  are  situated,  the  right  of  pre-emption 
to  quarter  sections  of  land  for  seats  of  justice 
within  the  same.'| 

Considerable  discussion  took  place  on  amend- 
ments to  these  nills,  in  which  Messrs.  Moo'rb,  of 
Alabama,  WicKLiFFB,OwEif,  Whipple,  Letcher, 
McCoy,  and  Rankin,  took  part* 

Finally,  the  bills  were  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 
.  The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Condict  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  re- 
]>ort  of  the  Committee  of  Pensions  and  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of 
Richard  6.  Morris. 

Mr.  Bassbtt,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  reverse  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  committee,  by  striking 
out  the  l¥orcl  "  not." 

The  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  suggested  the  in- 
expediency of  farther  proceeding  in  tt^e  consider- 
ation of  this  affair. 

Mr.  Bassett  pronounced  the  whole  report  to  be 
deceptive — the  case  had  never  been  thoroughly  or 
fairly  examined. 


Mr.  Taylor  explained. . 

Mr.  Bassett  resumed,  and  went  at  length  into 
the  illustration  and  defence  of  the  claim  of  the 
petitioner,  referring  occasionally  to  documents  in 
support  of  his  statements. 

Mr.  Little,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  spoke  in 
replv. 

Messrs.  P.  P.  Barbour  and  Wright  advocated, 
and  Messrs.  Whittlesey,  Littlb,  and  McCot, 
opposed  the  amendment ;  and  the  question  being 
taken,  it  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  their 
agreement  to  the  original  report—^ 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


Frida,y,  April  23. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  r^ 
lief  of  Colonel  William  Duane,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment;  and  it  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Webster,  from- the  Committee  on  the  Jo- 
dicianr,  to  whieh  was  recommitted  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  sale  of  lands  conveyed  to  the  Uoited 
States,  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes, 
reported  the  same  without  aaiendment;  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time 
to-morroW. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Alex- 
ander, in  relation  to  Lieutenant  Kenoon's  case, 
was  tfiken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hayward,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Buildings  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  purchasing  three  of 
Capellano's  marble  busts  of  Washington,  to  he 
placed  in  the  public  buildings,  under  the  direction 
of  the  said  committee. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  approved  oa 
the  3d  of  March,  1819,  entitled?  "An  act  providing 
for  the  correction  of  errors  in  making  ebtries  of 
land  a(  the  land  offices ;" 

An  act  changing  the  mode  of  surreyiog  (he 
public  lands  on  any  river^  lake,  bayou,  or  water- 
course, in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  Territory 
of  Arkansas ; 

An  act  granting  to  the  counties  or  parishes  of 
each  State  and  Territory  of  llie  United  States,  in 
which  the  public  lands  are  situated,  the  right  of 
pre-emption  to  quarter  sections  of  land,  for  seats 
of  justice  within  the  same;  were,  respectirely, 
read  the  third'  time,  and  passed. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbbsidbkt 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows: 
To  the  House  of  ReprewntoHvez  of  the  UfUted  Stata: 

In  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  the  Hoateof  Rep- 
resentatives, of  yesterday,  I  have  recehod  a  copy  oi 
the  proceedinas  of  the  committee  to  .whom  was  ^f"' 
red  a  communicstionJrom  Ni6ian  Edvrardc,  1*^'^^1{' 
|K>inted  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  Mexico,  io  which 
it  is  decided  .that  his  attendance  k  tiu»dtjJoi  the 
purpeee  of  being  examined  by  the  committee,  on  meU 
ten  contained  in  the  said  com'manioatioai  wtf  nqu' 
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ftke.  As  joon  at  I  vmi  Apprized  thmt  atieh  a  comma - 
Bication  had  been  mada  to  tba  Houae,  aotteipating 
that  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Bdwarda  might  be  deaired, 
for  the  purpose  stated,  I  thought  it  proper  that  he 
should  be  informed  thereof,  and  instmcted  him  not  to 
proceed  on  his  mission,  but  to*awattsuch  call  as  might 
be  made  on  him,  either  by  the  House,  or  its  commit* 
tee ;  and,  in  consequence,  a  letter  waa  addressed  to 
him  to  that  effect,  by  the  Secretary  of  8tate. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
April  23,  1834. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leftwich,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole.  (Mr.  Brent  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  ibr  the  relief  of  Mary  James." 
The  reporlof  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  thticase- 
having  been  read,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
Hou5e  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bdchanan,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Sterling  in 
the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  to  alter  the  judicial  dis- 
tricts of  Pennsylvania."  The  blanks  in  the  bill 
were  filled,  and  it  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  theWhote,  (Mr.  Lathrop  in 
the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  ^^for  the  relief  of  Isaac 
Collier  and  others;"  and  on  the  bill  "allowing 
bounties  to  persons  employed  in  the  cod  fisheries, 
in  certain  cases;"  which  bills  were  reported 
without  amendmeiit,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  author* 
ize  roasters  of  Vessels,  in  certain  cases,  to  clear 
out  at  the  custom-house  of  Petersburg,  or  that 
of  Richmond;"  •  was  read. the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

PRE'EMPTIOXS— PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Whipple,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  who  were  instructed  by  resolutions  passed 
by  the  House,  on  the  3l8t  December,  1823,  the 
2d  and  23d  of  January  last,  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  ffrahting  pre-emption  rights  in  the 
purchase  of  puDlic  lands,  in  certain  cases,  and  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Hardy  Doyal 
and  George  Caperton,  and  the  petition  of  L.  C. 
DaYis,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

Before  adverting  to  the  psrticaUr  ctees  embraced 
bj  the  reeotutions  and  petitions  referred,  the  coamit- 
tee  deem  it  proper  to  make  some  general  observations 
on  the  subject  of  pre-emption  grants,  as  connected 
with  the  general  policy  of  the  Government  in  relation 
to  the  pablie- lands. 

By  relerence  t^  the  various  laws  on  the  sabject  of 
pre-emptions,  it  will  be  perceived  that,  where  the 
UDited  8utes  have  acquired  territory  where  settle- 
menu  existed  at  th^  time  of  the  aoquisition,  the  per^ 
eons  having  made  such  settlements  hare  been  per- 
mitted by  the  Government  to  retain  their  lands  by 
paying  therefor  the  minimum  price,  subject  to  a  rea- 
sonable limiution  as  to  the  quantity  to  be  retained. 

In  cases  where  territory  has  beea  acquired  from 
foreign  Power*  by  treaty,  this  privilege  h«s>  beea  ex- 


Unded  to  the  period  in  which  the  United  States  took 
the  actual  pOMession  of  the  ceded  territory.  8ome 
modifications  of  these  prindpies  have,  at  times,  and 
under  particular  circumstances,  existed,  but  the  main 
principid  has  been  generally  adhered  to. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  an  extension  of 
these  principlee  would  be  injurious  to  the  Govern-' 
ment,  as  well  as  to  those  who  may  hereafter  become 
the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  an|J  probably  to 
those,  siso,  who  may  venture  to  settle  upqn  Govern- 
ment lands  without  authority  hereafter. 

It'cannot  be  perceived  by  what  principle  persons 
having  no  color  of  title  should,  after  lands  on  which 
they  have  settled  were  known  to  belong  to  the  United 
States  at  the  time  of  making  such  settlement,  claim 
the  pre-emption  right  to  such  lands. 

Should*  the  Government  sanction  applications  of 
this  nature,  an  inducement  would  be  offered  to  per- 
sons of  an  enterprising  disposition  to  anticipate,  in 
every  quarter,  the  Government  in  its  sales  of  the  pub-, 
lie  fhnds,  and  to  settle  upon  end  improve  the  most 
valuable  tracts  of  land,  which  they  would  claim  at  the 
minimum  price,  whenever  such  lands  were  brought 
into  market  by  authority  of  the  United  States. 

Purchasers  of  land  finding  thejnselves  prevented 
from  acquiring  good  lands,  would  abstain  from  pur- 
chases, and  reaort  to  illegal  settlements,  in  the  hope 
of  obtaining  that  at  the  minimum  value,  which  they 
could  not  obtain  at  fair  and  open  sale. 

Thus,  a  competition  would  be  excited  among  a  cer- 
tain description  of  our  populstion,  to  locate  them- 
selves upon  the  publio  lands  without  much  regard  to 
linee  or  boundaries,  and  with  very  little  reepect  for 
the  rights  either  of  the  Government  or  their  Indian 
neighbors. 

When  it 'might  become  necessary  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  ^ffer  for  sale  the  tracts  on  which  these  settle- 
ments had  been  made,  the  persons  intereeted  would 
find  arguments  at  hand,  in  their  poverty  and  distrsss, 
and  the  situation  of  their  famHies,  to  show  why  the^ 
should  be  permitted  to  retain  their  homes  and  their 
improvements. 

Abuses  like  these  woi^d  necessarily  attract  the  at- 
tention of  the  Government,  and  induce  Congress  to 
adopt  rigorous  measures  to  repress  them,  by  which 
msny  who  had  thus  precipitately  made  unauthorised 
aettlements  would  be  deprived  of  their  labor  and  again 
1>e  compelled  to  begin  anew,  thus  losing  the  labor  of 
years. 

A  system  of  indnlgeUce  to  those  who  trespass  by 
making  unauthorized  settlements  upon  the  lands  of 
the  United  States,  after  those  lands  are  known  to  be 
the  property  of  the  Govern ihent,  would,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee^  be  productive  of  much  pet-plexity  to 
the  Government  as  well  as  of  injury  to  those  con- 
cerned in  the  purchase  and  settlement  of  the  national 
domain* 

The  committee  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the 
scTeral  resolutions  and  petitions  referred  to  them» 
which  relate  either  to  pre-emption  rights  or  to  indul- 
gences prsyed  for  by  th6se  who  have  made  unauthor- 
ised settlements  upon  the  public  lands. 

By  the  reeolution  of  December  31  st,  1833,  the  com- 
mittee are  **  instructed  to  inquire  inio  the  justice  and 
expediency  of  granting  to  actual  settlers  in  thst  part 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  lying  east  of  the  Mississippi 
and  island  of  New  Orleans,. a  right  of  pre-emption  to 
public  hinds,  iq  the  same  manner,  and  for  the  samo 
period  of  time  aAor  possession  thereof  by  Ihe  GoFera- 


2483 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2484 


H.  OP  R. 


Pn-emptions — FvbUc  Landi* 


Apml,  ISSL 


]n«nt  of  the  United  Statei,  m  wee  grtnted  to  such 
Mttlere  in  the  lete  Territory  of  Orleansy  after  poisee- 
•ion  thereof  a«  aforeflatd." 

It  will  be  perceived,  by  reference  to  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  April  13th,  1814,  that  pre-emption  rights 
were  glinted  to  actaal  settlers  in  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana^  west  of  the  river  Mississippi,  up  to 
the  date  of  said  act,  that  is,  to  the  l^th  April,  1814. 

The  United  Statea  took  possessien  of  this  portion  of 
the  State  of  Jiouisiana  on  the  10th  of  December,  1803, 
consequently,  settlers  for  a  period  of  eleven  yean  after 
the  possession  of  the  territory  of  Orleans  by  the  United 
States,  had  the  right  of  pre-emption  of  the  lands  on 
which  they  had  settled  secured  to  them. 

.  'In  that  portion  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  which  Kes 
east  of  the  river  Mississippi  and  Island  of  New  Or- 
leans, a  different  rule  was  adopted. 

The  Government  did  not  get  po^ession  of  this  por- 
tion of  the  ceded  territory  until  the  Autumn  of  1810 ; 
prior  to  which  time  it  was  under  the  Government  of 
Spain,  consequently,  settlers  in  this  portion  of  the 
territory  had  the  right  of  pre-emption  secured  to  them 
by  the  act  of  1814,  only  for  a  period  of  four  years 
aher  the  possession  by  the  United  States'* 

The  resolution,  therefore,  contemplates  extending 
to  all  who  had  made  settlements  on  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  portion  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  east  of  the  river  Mississippiy  up  to  the  year 
1821,  tbe  right  of  pre*>emption  of  the  land  on  which 
they  have  settled. 

The  committee  deem  it  inexpedient  to  extend  the 
right  of  pre-emption  in  this  manner. 

The  act  of  the  13th  April,  1814,  extended  equally 
to  all  portions  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  if  any 
inequality  existed  in  the  situation  of  the  people  of  dif- 
ferent sections  of  the  State,  this  circumstance  ought 
not  of  itself  to  be  made  ground  of  claim  upon  the 
Government.  Those  who  reside  east  of  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi and  Island  of  New  Orleans,  had,  by  that  law, 
the  right  of  retaining  their  lands  at  the  minimum 
▼alue,  although  they  had  settled  on  them  without 
leave  of  the  Government,  four  years  after  the  lands 
were,  by  solemn  transfer  and  formal  possession,  known 
to  be  tbe  property  of  the  United  Statea :  tbe  Govern- 
ment has,  therefore,  treated  these  settlers  with  great 
lenity ;and  indulgence ;  and  if  some  of  their  laeigbbors 
have,  by  the  peculiarity  of  their  situations,  derived 
greater  benefits  from  the  act  of  April  13tb,  1814,  the 
committee  cannot,  on  this  account,  be  induced  to 
deem  it  proper  to  sanction  the  principle  that  persons 
ought  to  be  encouraged  to  settle  upon  the  public 
lands  for  ten  or  eleven  years  after  the/  are  known  to 
be  the  property  of  the  United  States.  It  maVt  how- 
ever, be  doubted,  whether  the  act  of  1814  has  not 
operated  nearly  equally  upon  the  settlers  on  the  public 
lands  within  tbe  State  of  Louisiana.  It  was  well 
known  by  the  people,  that  the  whole  territory  acquired 
by  the  treaty  ceding  Louisiana  to  the  United  States, 
would  ultimately  h\\  under  their  Government,  and 
there  can  be  little  dotibt  that  many  settlements  were 
made  within  the  territory  in  anticipation  of  this  event, 
hence,  the  time  of  taking  possession  of  difierent  por- 
tions of  that  tract  of  country,  could  produce  very  little 
Inequality  with  respect  to  those  who  had  pre-etnption 
rights  granted  them  by  tbe  act  of  the  13th  April,  1814. 

By  the  resolution  of  January  3d,  1834,  the  commit- 
tee are  instructed  **  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  all  persons  to 
mill  seats  on  public  lands,  where  the  same  may ^  have 
boon  actually  improved  as«e<lch  by  tbem.'* 


It  will  be  readily  perceived  that,  if  the  Govemmeot 
should  sanction  a  principle  of  this  kind,  these  vtlatble 
appendages  to  the  public  lands  would  be  univenalij 
taken  up  and  occupied  to  the  great  injury  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  with  no  advantage  to  those  who  maj 
wish  to  purchase  public  lands,  except  to  the  favond 
individual. 

7'he  committee  are  thewlbre  of  opinion*  that  itwoold 
be  injudicioua  and  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  adopt  nicli 
a  provision. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  same  date,  the  oonmittsesn 
instructed  **  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grutiDf 
to  actual  settlers  prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1830,  io  the 
State  of  Alabama,  the  right  of  purchasing,  bj  pre- 
emption of  at  least  one  quarter  flection  of  land,  em- 
bracing their  family  residences.'* 

The  committee  refer  to  the  general  observationi  in 
tbe  commencement  of  this  report,  and  again  repeat 
that  they  can  see  no  sound  reason  for  permitting  per- 
sons who  have  knowingly  made  unaUthorixed  wiiie- 
ments  on  tbe  public  lamis,  to  have  and  enjoy  peculiar 
privileges  and  indulgences ;  they  are  therelbre  of  opin- 
ion that  the  adoption  of  such  a  meaanre  would  beio- 
politic  and  inexpedient 

By  a  resolution  of  January  33d,  1834,  the  conunittae 
are  instructed  "'  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re> 
viviog  ihe  law  of  the  36th  March,  1816,  relalio^to 
the  settlers  on  the  lands  of  tbe  United  States." 

This  act,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  it,  protidea 
that  persons  settled  on  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  may,  upon  application  to  a  register,  re^onler, 
or  marshal,  or  to  such  person  ae  either  of  them  may 
appoint,  be  permitted  to  remain  on  such  lands,  provided 
the  ajiplicant  shall  sign  a  declaration,  purporting  that 
he  or  she  has  no  claim  to  the  lands  on  which  be  or 
she  may  be  located.  Books  are  to  be  kept  and  a  re- 
gistry of  the  applications  and  permissions  is  to  be 
made,  and  such  forms  prescribed  as  the  Seeretaiy  of 
the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Stetes  may  direct.  The  persoria  availisg 
themselves  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  tenants  at  will,  and  to  obligate  themselyea 
not  to  commit  waste,  and  to  yield  quiet  posteaaton 
when  the  lands  shall  be  sold  by  the  Government.  ^ 

The  committee  can  see  no  good  reason  for  reneiriDg 
this  law,  which  has-been  continued  in  force nntii  the. 
3d  March,  1819, , a  period  of  three  years. 

Those  who  had  located  themselves  on, ths  pohfic 
lands  prior  to,  and  until  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  have 
had  opportunity  to  avail  themselves  oftkebene&ta  of 
this  act,  and  those  who  hav^  since  that  time  made  an- 
authorized  settlements  en  the  vacant  laodsof  the  Unv- 
ted  States  can  have  no  just  ground  of  compUintt " 
left  to  the  ordinary  operation  of  the  laws  relating  to 
such  persons. 

To  revive  the  law  of  1816,  vroald  be  to  hold  out  in- 
docements  to  settle  on  the  public  lands,  under  the  tx- 
pectation,  that  until  such  lands  were  sold,  the  perwoa 
making  settlements  would  be  permitted  to  euhinte 
and  improve  tbem  for  their  own  profit  and  benefit 
Were  the  Government  to  grant  these  fteilitlea,it  » 
easy  to  perceive  that  no  regard  whatever  would  w 
paid  to  the  regulation*  of  the  laws  forbiddiog  anaa- 
thoriaed  sottibments  upon  the  public  lands. 

The  experience  of  the  Government  would  Iwd  m 
to  conclude,  that  the  final  request  of  these  aetdcn 
would  be  for  pre-emption  rights,  or  at  Isasl  to  be  per^ 
mitted  to  retein  their  crops.  But  the  eoamitlee  tra|i 
that  enough  has  been  said  to  show  tb»  iDdefenMN|' 
nature  of  this  proposiUon;  they  will  tbei«lbfedjfDi«ii' 
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The  petition  of  Lewis  C.  Davii  wee  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  26th  January,  1824.  He  states  that 
he  purchased  m  quarter  section  of  land  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,  foi' which  he  gave  fourteen  dollars  per  acre,  that 
he  is  unable  to  paj  for  it  and  was  compelled  to  lelin* 
qaish  it,  and  prays  to  be  permitted  to  re-enter  the  land 
at  the  pre-emption  price.  There  appears  to  be  noth- 
ing in  this  case  to  entitle  the  petitioner  to  particular 
favor,  and  the  committee  see  no  caose  why  he  should 
nol  be  subjected  to  the  operation  of  the  laws  and  regu- 
lations of  the  Government  relative  to  such  cases. 

The  petition  of  Hardy  Doyal  and  George  Csperton, 
of  Alabama,  referred  to  the  committee  on  Che  27th 
January,  1824,  states  that  the  petitioners  have  erected 
a  gristmill  on  the  public  lands  and  cleared  a  farm  ad* 
joining  it ;  that  they  have  expended  their  whoie  pro- 
perty In  the  enterprise ;  they  therefore  pray  to  be  per- 
mitted to  take  .a  certain  quantity  of  land  including 
their  mill  at  the  pre-emption  value,  arid  that  the  Gov- 
ernment should  granf  them  a  credit  of  six  months  Jrom 
the  issuing  of  the  patent. 

The  committee  deeoi  it  unneoassaiy  to*  enter  into 
detailed  reasoning  to  show  the  ioadmisslbiliiy  of  this 
propoeilion.  It  is  sufficient  to  remark,  that  it  is  in  di- 
rect contravention  of  the  policy  which  it  is  believed  the 
Government  ought  to  pursue,  for  the  purpose  of  put- 
ting a  stop  to  unauthorized  settlements  on  the  public 
lands. 

PENELOPE  DENNEY, 

Oo  motiou  of  Mr.  Cabcbbblemo,  •  the  Hoose 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Condict 
in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Pene- 
lope Denney."  Several  doouroents  were  read^ 
The  question  being  still  pending  from  a  former 
siuioff,  in  Jantiary.  to  amend  the  bill,  bv  provid- 
ing the  support  or  Mrs.  Denney  from  the  Navy 
PensLon  Fund,  instead  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  a  debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs. 
Cambrel^no,  Fuller,  Wood  of  New  York, 
Wahfibld,  aod  BticBANAN,  took  part. 

Mr.  BocuANAN  moved  tq  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing claase— «Dd  the  debate  was  then  farther  oon- 
tioued  by  Mr.- Fuller,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr. 
Cambrblenq,  Mr,  Livingston,  Mr.  Warfield, 
and  Mr.  Sharpe. 

In  this  debate,  the  merita  of  Deoney  were  not 
disputed,  nor  the  wants  of  his  mother,  but'  it  was 
objected  to  the  bill  that  it  introduced  a  new  prki* 
ciple  in  the  pension  laws  of  the  United  States,  by 
providing  for  parenis;  iLe  present  lawa  only  ma* 
king  provision  for  widows  and  children ;  and  it. 
was  further  argued  that,  if  given  at  all.  the  pen- 
sion should  oeme  out  of  the  Treasury  or  the  tJni^ 
ted  States,  and  not  out  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund. 
That  fund,  consisting  of  contributions  of  prize 
money,  was,  at  its  creation,  pledged  to  a  class  of 
persons  to  which  case^  of  this  kind  did  not  be- 
long, and  it  would  be  a  breach  of  public  faith  to 
touch  it 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  enacting  clause,  and  decided  in  the  negative-^ 
ayes  58,  noes  63. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  striking  out  the 
clause  of  the  bill  whieK  provides  to  pay  cbe  pen* 
sion  "  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,"  and  ins^tidg,  in  its  place,  "  the 
Navy  Pension  Fund,"  thedebate  was  resumed  by 


Messrs.  Breck,  Cambreleno,  Fuller,  Haibil- 
ton,  and  Bucbanan  ;  and  the  question  being 
taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  89, 
noes  58. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Ilouse ;  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  question  being 
on  ordering  it  to  a  third  reading,  Mr.  Brbck  called 
for  the  yeas  and  navs. 

Mr.  Mbtoalfb  tnen  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table,  which  was  negatived — ayes,  50  noes  83. 

The  yeas  and  nays,  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  were  then  taken,  as  follows :  Yeas 
62,  nays  98. 

TsAs^-Measrs.  Adams,  Archer,  Brent,  Cady,  Cam- 
breleng,  Carter,  Gary,  Collina,  Condict,  Conner,  Cook, 
CraAs,  Craig,  Gulpeper,  Cushman,  Dwight,  Ellis, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York,  Garnett, 
Gurley,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Hay  ward,  Hemphill,  He^ 
rick,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Houston,  F.  Johnson, 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Litchfield,  LivinMton,  Locke,  l«ong- 
fellow,  McDoffis,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Malls ry, 
Marvini  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Morgan,  Nelson,  PInmer  of  Pennsylvania,. 
Richards,  Riyes,  Saunders,  Sandibrd,  Sharpe,  Spenoe, 
James.  Stephenson,  Strong,  Taylor,  Test,  Thompson 
of  Kentucky,  Tyson,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck, 
Wood,  and  Woods. 

NATs-r*Messrf.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Alli- 
son, Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bartlett, 
Bassett,  Beecher,  Breck,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner, 
Burleigh,  Burton^  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crowninshield,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
Pennsytvaniai  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Findlay, 
Floyd,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Gazlay,  Gist,  Hall,  Harvey, 
Hayden,  Henry,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Isacks,  Jenkins, 
Johnson  of  Yirgliiia,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Letch* 
er,  Lincoln,  Little,  Livermore,  Long,  Mc Arthur,  Mc- 
Coy, McKean,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean  of  Ohio, 
Markley,  Martindale,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mit- 
chell of  Pennsylvania,  Neale,  Newton,  O'Brien* 
Ow^n,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  . 
Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Prince,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Ross,  Scott,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Arthur  Smith*,  William 
Smith,  Speight,  SUndefer,  Sterling,  Stoddard,  Talia- 
ferro, Tattnall,  Tod,  TomlinsCn,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Udree,  Vance  of  North 
Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio^  Vinton,  Warfield,  Whipple, 
Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White.  Williams  of  New  York, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 
Henry  WUson,  aad  Wright. 

So,  the  bill  was  rejected. 

ALVIN  BR0N80N. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  House  went  into 
Commiiiee  of  the  Whole.  (Mr.  Foot,  of  Connec- 
ticut in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of 
A  Win  Bronson.'^ 

The  memorial  of  the  petitioner,  and  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  were  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  stated  his 
objection  to  the  ciatm,  and  called  for  the  reading 
of  an  opinio*  of  Chief  Justice  McKean,  of  Penn- 
syWania,  OB  a  similar  case. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  contended  that  that  case  was 
not  analogous,  and  went  into  a  recapitulation  of 
the  circamstances. 

Mr.  McCoy  declared  that,  by  recent  testimony^ 
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his  view  of  the  case  was  now  changed,  and  he  ad^ 
Tocated  the  claim. 

The  bill  was  then  reported,  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


Satubdat.  April  84. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  wa»'  committed  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Ichabod  Lord  Skinner,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment ;  and  it  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Gazlat  offered  the  following: 

BtBolf)ed^  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
do  e^npe  to  be  eiecnted  the  act  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1809,  as 
Hx  as  the  ssme  relates  to  a  township  of  lend  sitaated 
in  the  tract  of  lend  patented  to  John  Cleves  Syjnmes, 
And  reserved  ibr  schools. 

The  House  refunedto  consider  the  resolation. 

Mr.  ALLEiir  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday  next, 
be  should  call  up  the  joint  resolution,  offered  by 
him  some  time  since,  on  the  subject  of  the  ad- 
journment of  this  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  "to  provide  for  the  sale  of 
lands  conveyed  ^o  the  United  States,  in  certain 
cases,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 

An  engrossed  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Mary 
James ;" 

An  engrossed  bill  "to  alter  the  Judicial  Dis- 
tricts of  Pennsylvania,  and  for  other  purposes;" 

An  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  i;elief  of  Isaac  Col- 
lier and  others;" 

An  engrossed  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Alvin 
Bronson ;" 

An  engrossed  bill  "  to  allow  bounties  to  persons 
engaged  in  the  cod  fishery,  in  certain  cases."  were, 
respectively,  read  a  third  time,  passed,  ana  sent  to 
the  Senate. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
Mr.  TATL0R,from  the  joint  committee  appoint- 
ed to  report  what  business  required  the  attention 
of  Congress  during  the  present  session,  and  at 
what  time  Congress  shall  adjpurn,  made  a  report 
in  part  with  respect  to  the  business  to  be  taken 
up,  which  is  divided  into  classes,  and  reported  the 
following  resolution: 

Kuohedt  That  all  the  legislative  bueiness  before  the 
Senate ;  the  bills  before  the  House  of  Representatives, 
mentioned  in  schedule  No.  1,2,  3,  4 ;  and  so  many 
of  thoee  mentioaed  in  schedule  No.  6,  as  time  shall 
permit, — be  acted  upon  at  the  presant  session.  That 
precedence  be  given  to  private  claims,  examined  and 
sanctioned  by  the  committees  to  which  they  were  re- 
spectively referred,  and  to  bills  of  a  public  nature  which 
it  ia  believed  will  not  req|]ire  protracted  discussion. 
And  that  those  which  are  embraced  in  schedule  No.  6, 
which  shall  not  be  decided  upon  before  the  rising  of 
Congress,  be  preferred  in  the  orders  of  the  day,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress.  ' 

Mr.  Taylor -explained  the  arrangement  which 
the  committee  had  made,  and  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 

DAILY  RECE88,  dec. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
the  following  resolni ion : 


Resohed,  That,  after  this  day,  until  otherwin  o^ 
dcred,  the  -  Hooae  will  daily  take  a  recess,  from  tiro 
o'clock  until  four  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Campbell  spoke  in  opposition  to, the  reso- 
lution. There  would  be  a  dimculty  in  procuring 
a  quorum.  The  evening  session  knust  be  sboru 
He  was  utterly  opposed  to  nocturnal  sessipas,  &c. 

Mr.  Taylor  replied,  and  insisted  that  tbemeai- 
ure  proposed  was  the  best  mode  of  avoiding  tbe 
necessity  pf  nocturnal  session^.  It  would  obriate 
the  necessity  of  prolonging  the  session, 

At  the  suggestion  olMr.  Wbbster,  the  motion 
was  modified,  so  as  to  propose  a  recess  from  two 
o'clock  until  four,  and  the  hour  of  meeting  in  the 
morning  to  be  ten  o'clock. 

Mr.  DwiOHT  inquired  whether,  if  this  resolution 
should  be  adopted,  it  is  probable  the  commiuee 
would  concur  in  the  date-of  adjournment  resolred 
upon  by  the- Senate  ? 

Mr.  Taylor  replied,  and  explained. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messn. 
Stewart,  Wright,  Littlb,  Taylor,  McCoy, 
Kremer,  and  Stewart. 

Mr.  Tattnall  wished  to  inquire  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  whether  thejr  iocladed  in 
the  calculation  they  had  made^  in  refereoee  to  i 
time  of  adjournment,  the  investigation  of  a  Jste 
document  submitted  to  the  House  by  Ninian 
Edwards.  He  thought  the  House  bound,  having 
ordered  that-iatestigation,  not  to  adjourn  till  it 
was  fully  gone  through. 

Mr.  Taylor  replied,  and  repeated  the  explana- 
tion he  bad  already  given. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table.  The  question  being 
taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative— ajres  52, 
noes  91. 

The  resolation  was  then  adopted,  and  t|ie  ar- 
rangement of  the  orders  of  the  day  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Allen  moved  that  the  joint  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  joint  res- 
olution from  the  Senate,  on  the  subject  of  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  House  refused  to.  consider  the  motion. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  House  then  went  into  Coonaittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  biU  "  for  the  relief  of  David  Giffia 
and  Samuel  Hoaff.''  The  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  in  the  case  was  read.  The  bill  was 
then  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  (o 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Teqt,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  thehill  "  for  the  relief 
of  the  representatives  of  Joseph  Mims,  deceased." 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  was  read ; 
and  the  bill  being  reported,  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Condict  in  the 
Chair,}  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  assignees 
and  lesal  representatives  of  John  H.  Piatt,  de- 
ceased." The  report  of  the, committee  was  read. 
The  bill  was  reported^  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  RicaABOs,  of  New  York, 
the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr«  Latbrop  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the 
relief  of  George  B.  R.  Gove."  The  report  of  the 
Coaimittee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  read ;  and 
the  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read^ 

IDff. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.^  Bwarfb  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill 
"  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheatoo.'V  The  report 
of  the  Committee  oi  Claims,  on  his  case,  was 
read.  The  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foller,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Cobb  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  »for  the  relief  of  Williim  * 
Blagrove."  The  repoct  of  4he  Committee  on  Na- 
val Afiairs,  in  this  case,  was  read.  The  bill  was 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Qd  motion  of  Mr.  Vancb,  of  Ohio,  the  House 
went  into  Commitl!ee  «of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Ster- 
uiNG  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
*^  John  Thomas."  The  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Military  Afiairs,  relating  to  this  case,  was  read. 
The  bill  was  then  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLanb,  of  Delaware,  the 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  {Mr. 
CoNOioT  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  *'  for  the  relief 
of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  duties  on  certain 

g>ods  imported  into  Castine."    The  report  of  the 
ommitteeof  Ways  and  Means,  in  this  ease^  was 
read.  . 

Mr.  Cocke  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  petition 
of  the  persons  concerned  in  this  bill,  and  called 
for  the  reading  of  further  docomeots. 

Some  conversation  then  arose  between  Messrs. 
Cocke,  McLane,-  McCoy,  Foot  of  Connecticut, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  and  Webster  ;  after  which  the 
Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment;  a  otd  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
•a  week  from  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Haywaro,  the- House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Cocke  in  the 
Chair,)  on  fhe  bill  '<for  the  relief  of  William  N. 
Barle."  The  memorial  of  the  petitioner  Was  read. 
The  bill  was  then  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third* 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rbbo,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Latbrop  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  releasing  the  owners  of  the 
•ship  General  Jackson  from  the  payment  of  cer- 
tain ducies."  The  report  of  the  Committee  -of 
Ways  and  Means  on  the  case  was  read.  The  bill 
was  then  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.- Hamilton,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  CotforcT  in 
the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  cor- 
poration of  St.  Ann's  church,  Detroit,  and  for  the 
extension  of  Lamed  street.''  The  repott  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  A^Tain,  in  relation  to  this 
case,  was  read.  The  bill  was  then  reported,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Aif r.  McLanb,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  H-errick  in 
the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  '*  authorizing  the  issuing 


of  debentures  to  Bernard  Thooft."  The  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  i1»  the  Chair,) 
on  the  bill  '<for  the  relief  of  Arthur  H.  Henley,^' 
which  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing- 

D0NNEL80N,  HURD,  AND  OTHERS. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Sharpe  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill 
^  for  the  relief  of  John  Donnelison,  Stephen  Hurd, 
and  others."  Mr.  Rankin  stated,  at  length,  the 
circumstances  of  this  case,  and  advocated  the 
claim  of  the  persons  named  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cocke  opposed  the  claim. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  called  for  the  reading 
of  a  former  report  on  the  case,  and  opposed,  at 
considerable  length,  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Messrs.  Thompson  of  Qeorghi,  Isacks  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  Rankin  of  Mississippi,  at  great  length 
advocated  the  bill,  going  into  a  recapitulation  of 
the  whole  transactions  between  the  united  Slates 
ai^d  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  relation  to  the  Yazoo 
claims,  &c. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting 
the  name  of  Thomas  Carr  among  those  For  whose 
relief  it  was  drawn.  This  motion  was  supported 
by^  the  mover,  but  was  not  agreed  to  by  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House  with- 
out amendment,  and,  without  taking  the  question 
on  its  third  reading,  the  House  adjourned  till 
Monday  next 

MoNOAY,  April  26. 

Mr.  Nealb  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Alvzandria,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  prayinff  that  they  may  be 
restored,  to  their  parent,  the  State  of  Virginia.-— 
Relerred  to  ih/e  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Afiairs.  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent to  exchange  five  arpens  of  land  on  the  south 
side  of  the  public  lot  at  Baton  Rouge,  for  an 
equal  quantity  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  said 
lot;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mn  Hamilton,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedieocjr  of 
removing  the  obstructions  in  the  river  Iberville, 
placed  in  it  by  order  of  the  Commanding  General, 
during  the  late  war,  made  a  report;  which  was 
read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to. whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  surveying  and 
making  a  road  from  Detroit  to  Chicago;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  an  additional  quantity  of  land,  ijor  the 
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eDtarg^ment  of  tlie  site  of  Fort  Washington,  and 
for  eompieting  the  title  in  the  United  States  to  a 
part  of  that  on  which  the'  said  fort  is  now 
•ereeted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims  were  directed  to  report 
whether  the  olaim  of  Dussuaa  de  la  Croix  to  cer- 
tain lots  in  thd  town  of  Mobile,  ought  not  to  be 
confirmed/ 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz:  "An  act  explanatory  of  an  act,  con- 
firming claims  to  lots  in  the  town  of  MoblLe;"  and 
'<An  act  supplementary  to  ^An  act  to  incorporate 
a  company  lor  making  certain  turnpike  roads  in 
the  District  of  Columbia;"  in  which  bills  the 
Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  sard  bills  were  read  twice,  and  referred ; 
that  "  explanatory  of  an  act  confirming  claims  to 
lots  in  the  town  of  Mobile,"  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands;  and  that  "sunplementary  to  an 
act  to  incorporate  a  company  lor  making  certain 
turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  to 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  engrossed  bill  "for  the  relief  of  David 
QijSin  and  Joseph Hoag;"  an  eng^rossed  bill  "for 
the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Joseph  Mims, 
deceased  ;*'  an  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief  of 
George  B.  I^.  Gove,"  were  severally  read  a  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
vepce. 

An  engrossed  bill  "for  therelief  of  William  Bla- 
grove"  was  read  a  third  time.  Mr.  Kremisr  op- 
posed the  passage  of  the  bill ;  and  it  was  advo- 
cated by  Mr.  Harvey  and  Mr.  Fuller.  Mr. 
Kremer  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 
The  motion  was  negatived,  ayes  26,  noes  79 ;  and 
after  some  further  coaversiition,  the  bill  was  pass- 
ed, and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  engrottted  biU  "for  the  relief  of  John 
Thomas  ^  Co. ;"  an  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief 
of  Willtam  N.  Earle,"  were  read  a  third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concnrr^'nce. 

An  engrossed  bill  "  fpr  the  relief  of  Jos.  Whea- 
ton,"  being  read  a  third  time,  Mr.  Cooke  asked 
for  information,  and  spoke  against  the  passage  of 
Dbe  bill. 

Mr.  WiLUAHS.  -of  North  Carolina,  called  for 
fbe  reading  of  a  letter  from  the,  Comj>troller  of 
the  Treasury  oq  the  subject,  which  was  read,  and 
the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for. 
eoDcurrenoe. 

An  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  corpo- 
flition  otthe  ehorcb  of  St.  Anne,  and  to  authorize 
^r  extension  of  Lamed  street,  in  the  town  of  De- 
troit ;"  an  enerossed  bill  ^  authorizing  th^  release 
of  certain  debemures  to  Bernard  Thooft,"  were 
read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concarrence. 

JOHN  H.  PIATT. 

An  engrossed  bill  «  for  the  relief  of  the  execu- 
tors and  legal  representatives  of  John  H.  Piatt," 
having  been  read  a  third  lime,  Mr.  Forsyth 
moved  that  the  further  consideration  of  the-bill  be 
postponed  until  the  second  Monday  in  December 
next. 


Mr.  Ross  i^ke  in  opposition  to  this  motioo, 
and  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill.  He  west 
at  considerable  length  into  a  recapitulation  of  the 
circumstances  of  this  case,  showing  that  the  clsim 
of  l^r.  Piatl^  heirs  grows  out  of  his  relation  as  a 
contractor  for  the  supply  of  the  army  ten  yem 
ago. 

Mr.  LivERMORE'took  a  similar  viewof  tbecuc, 
and  remonstrated  aeainst  the  postponement,  in  t 
speech  of  considerable  extent. 

Mr.  FoBSYTB  shortly  repliM,  not  in  a  direct 
Jdenial  of  the  equity  of  the  claim,  but  ezpreasingt 
desire  for  a  better  understanding  of  ft 

Mr.  McLame,  of  Delaware,  spoke  at  length  io 
favor  of  the  bill,  which,  he  contended,  did  not 
go  to  the  wholtf  extent  oi  what  was  justly  due  id 
the  claimants.  He^ve  a  hi^ory  of  wbathad 
been  done ;  read  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Pinkney  oa 
the  construction  of  the  law  under  which  tbe  claim 
is  advanced,  and  ar^^oed  from  the  whob;  caac^  (be 
propriety  of  immediately  passing  the  bill. 

Mr.  McArthur  testified  to  many  of  tbe  cir- 
cumstances of  the  ease  of  this^  claimant,  who  M 
he^n  ruined  by^  adhering  to  bis  oontiaer,  and  died 
in  extreme  distress.  Mr.  McA.  passed  a  stroag 
eulogium  on  his  honesty,  a etivitf,andpatriotiiiD. 

Mr.  DwiOHT  explaiaed  the  facts  on  wliieli  liie 
claim  rested,  tad  advocated  its  equity. 

Mr.  Wright  bore  witness  to  other  facta,  and 
confirmed  the  views  of.  bis  character  and  claim 
which  had  been  already  -eiTen* 

Mr.  MoCoY  advocated  the  passa^  of  tbe  bill. 
He  had  gone  into  an  extensivi)  examination  of  tbe 
case,  and  was  fbllv  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  the 
claim.  The  bill  lell  far  short  of  appropriatiag 
all  that  was  due  to  the  estate  of  Mr.  ristt. 

Mr.  FoRBYTH  replied-^ti^ted  his  views  nf  the 
law  on  which  the  claim  was  foanded,  sad  on 
which  he  differed  from  the  gentlemen  who  bad 
spoken  on  the  other  side.  He  nevertkelesa  with- 
drew his  motion  for  postponement. 

Mr.  McLane  further  dwelt  on  the  Dttareof  tbe 
law,  defended  the  Jnterpretation  given  to  it  bf 
Mr.  Pinkney  i^nd  by  the  Second  Aadiior  of  the 
Treasury,  and  urged  the  passsTge  of  tbe  biJi. 

Mr.  Mallart  read  a  letter  of  the  to  Mr.  PiaU, 
in  which  he  refuses  to  abandoa  a  diasdf  aaugeoas 
contract,  and  resolves  to  go  on  in  soppiying  the 
army  at  Detroit,  trusting  to  the  equity  andlibe- 
rality  of  tbe  Government. 

Mr.  LoNCiPELLOW  called  for  the  reading  of  tbe 
contract-^nd  spoke  at  length  in  oppositaon  to  tbe 
.passage  of  the  bUl,  occasionally  refemog  to  tbe 
accounts  in  support  of  his  views.' 

Mr.  CuLrEPER  «poke  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He 
had  been- a  member  of  this  House  when  the  claim 
was  first  presented}  and  his  onlv  doubt  about  tbe 
bill  was,  whether  it  went  to  the  extent  of  what 
was  due. 

Mr.  McCoy  explained  h  nombcr  of  facts  in  as- 
swer  to  Mr.  Lonopbllow. 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,' went  into  the  history  of 
the  contract,  and^t^f  the  law  which  passed  for  tbe 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Piatt,  and  ex- 
plained the  reason  of  the  discrepancy  betwentbe 
settleosant  allowed  by  different  ac^mntiog  officers 
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of  the  treasury,  and  stated  sotiDie  of  the  dying  ex- 
pressions of  Mr.  Piatt. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill  was 
passed  with  a  single  dissenting  yoioe. 

An  engrossed  bill  '^  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  H. 
Henly,"  and  an  engrossed  bill  ^'releasing  the 
owners  of  the  ship  General  Jackson  from  the  pky- 
ment  of  certain  duties/'  were  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed.  f 

DONNELSON,  KURD,  AND  OTHERS. 

A  biH  <*  for' the  relief  of  Johh  Donnelson,  Ste- 
phen Hard  and  others,"  being  taken  up,  Mr.  Cobb 
renewed  the  motion  he  had  made  on  Saturday  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole^  for  inserting  the  name 
of  Thomas  Carr  in  the  4th  line  of  the  bill — and 
stated  the  reason  for  such  insertion.  He  went 
into  a  full  statement  of  the  transactions  to  which 
the  bill  refers^-*and  maintained  that  Carr  had  the 
samerigh^  to  compensation  with  Donnelson,  Hurd, 
and  others. 

Mr.  Cook  opposed  the '  amendment,  and  was 
proceediikg  to  adduce  the  reasons  for  the  opposi- 
tion, when  tl^e  hour  of  recess  arrived— «nd  the 
I)ouse  had  a  reces-s  till  4  p'ciock. 

The  House  met  after  the  recess ;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the .  amendment  proposed  by  Mr, 
Cobb,  to  ioseh  the  name  of  Thomas  Carr —   ^ 

Mr.  Wbipple  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment: 
.  Mr.  WicELiFFB  moved  indefinitely  to  postpone 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Rankin  opposed  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, and  went  at  some  length  into  the  facts  of 
the  claim,  etiforcing  the  arguments  he  advanced 
on  Saturday* 

The  Cbair  refused  to  take  the  qucntion  on  in- 
d^nite  postpeijement  until  that  on  the  amendqient 
should  nave  been  decided.  - 

Mr.  Co.BB  further  advocated  the  propriety  of 
inserting  the  name  of  Thomas  Carr — ^referring  to 
documents  to  support  his  arguments. 

Mr.  Cook  followed  on  the  opposite  side,  and 
eon  tended  that  there  was  no  proof  that  Mr.  Carr 
had  performed  any  service  as  a  commissioner. 

Mr.  FoRflTTH  sp<^e  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois, and  contended  that  Mr.  Carr  had  per- 
formed important  services. 

Mr.  WicKLiFPB  replied  to  Mr.  RAifKifi;  spoke 
agaiast  the  amendment,  and  referred  to  doeuments 
to  confirm  the  septiments  he  advanced. 

Mr.  Whipple  insisted  on  the  grounds  he  had 
formerly  taken,  in  opposition  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Thompson  argued  that,  though  Mr.  Carr 
had  not  been  engaged  in  exploring  lands,  he 
might,  as  commissioner,  perform  other  important 
duties,  worthy  of  recompense. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, it  was  carried — ayes  92. 

And  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  raid- 
ing— ayes  79,  noes  76. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  which  was 
lost — ayes  70,' noes  85. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  the 
House  then  went  inta  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
<Mr.  DwiaBT  in  the  tehair,)  on  the  bill  *<  for  the 


relief  of  Robert  S.  Forman."  The  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  in  this 
case,  was  read,  and  the  bill  was  reported  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  ^r.  Owen,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Edwards,  of 
North  Carolina,  in  the  chatr,)  on  the  bill  confirm- 
ing to  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  the 
laic  Don  Miguel  de  Esoiava,  the  title  to  obtain 
lands  in  the  town  of  Mobile.  The  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  having  been 
read — the  bill  was  reported. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


r 

Tuesday,  April  27. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Labd  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Maturin  Quicbot ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Firman  and 
others;  which  was  read  twice,  and  cOnimitted  to 
a  Cen^mittee  of  the  Whole.  ^ 

Mr.  McLanb,  from  the  Joint  Committee  |yf 
Conference,  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
to  meet  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  in 
relation  to  the  Navy  Appropriation  bill,  made  a 
report,  recommending  a  compromise  of  the  difier- 
ence  between  the  two  Houses  as  to  the  item  of 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Navy;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  tftble. 

The  Speaker  laid  befor^  the  House  a  ^port 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  case  of  George 
Harlin,  made  in  obedience  to  an  order  of  this 
House,  of  the  20th  inst. ;  which  report  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Wnole  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  said 
Harlin.  /- 

Mr.  Hamilton  moved  that  the  rule  adopted  on 
Saturday  last  for  holdine  a  daily  recess  from  two 
till  four  De  rescinded.  Mr.  Cooeb  objected  to  this 
motion,  and  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table.  And 
the  question  being  taken  on  laying  it  on  the  table, 
it  was  deetded  in  the  negative — ayes  41,  poes  70. 
The  question  then  recurring  on  rescinding  the 
rule,  Mr.  Krbmbr  ppposed  the  ibotion,  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it,  which  were  ordered. 
Mr.  Hamiutoii  spoke  in  support  of  rescinding  the 
rule.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  spoke  in  oppo- 
sition to  it,  and  moved  that  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  subject  be  postponed  to  to-morrtfw. 
The  question  on  postponement  was  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  negativ<v-ayes  02,  noes  70.  Mr. 
Warfibld  spoke  in  favor  of  rescinding ;  and  the 
question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  100, 
nays  69.    So  the  rule  was  rescinded. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infortned  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  certain 
acts  of  the  State  of  Alabama ;"  in  which  they  ask 
the  eoacurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CoMoioT  moved  the  following  ameBdment 
to  the  rules  and  drdvra  of  the  Howe,  wiz : 
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**  When  a  bill  if  eogrpMed  fer  a  thifrd  reading,  it 
•hall  be  htaded  by  the  Clerk  to  the  chairman  of  the 
eommittee  reporting  it;  and  it  shall  be  the'  duty  of 
■Qch  committee  carefully  to   examine  and  compare 
each  engroesed  bill,  and  repor.t  (hereon  to  the  Houee;" 

The  said  amend  men  t  was  laid  on  •*tbe  table 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  laid  the  following 
resolution  on  the  table,  for  consideration  to-mor- 
row, 7iz : 

Ruoivedt  Thai  t^e  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requesled  to  lay  before  this  Hooee,  at  the  neit 
session,  a  detailed  report  of  the  system  and  plan  of 
fortifications  as  at  present  contemplated  by  the  Gov- 
ernment and  established  by  the  Board  of  Engineers; 
and  also  the  plans  and  sarveys  of  such  fortifications, 
with  an  estimate  of  the  amount  necessary  to  complete 
the  same ;  and  also  the  amount  expended  on  fortifi- 
cations since  the  year  1816. 

An  engrossed  bill  '^or  tiie  relief  of  Robert  S. 
Forman"  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill  "  to  authorize  the  President 
to  exchange  five  arpents  of  Ibnd  on  the  south  side 
of  the  public  lot  at  Baton  Roup^e.  for  an  equal 
quantity  on  ibie  north  side  of  said  lot,"  was  read 
a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to. the  Senate  for 
concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
and  leffal  representatives  of  John  Donnelson,  Ste- 

£hen  Hurd,  a'nd  others."  was  read  a  third  time, 
[r.  Miller  called  for  the  yeas  and  naysj  but  the 
House  refused  to  sustain  the  ca^l.  The  question 
recurring  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — ayes  61,  noes  76.  Bo  the  bill 
was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurring,  from  yesterday,  on 
ordering  the  bill  '*  for  the  relief  of  Don  Miguel  de 
EscUva"  to  a  third  rcfiding,  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Ohio,  moved  an  amendment,  striking  out  that 
part  of  the  bill  which' confirms  to  M.de  £sclava, 
among  other  tracts,  the  title  of  5,000  arpents  of 
land,  on  Dog  river,  near  Mpbile.  Mr.  Moorb,  of 
Alaibama,  opposed  the  amendment  at  considerable 
eztenty'and  wap  replied  to  by  Mr.  Brent,  who 
advocated  the  amendment  on  the  ground  that  the 
establishment  of  the  principle >  contained  in  it 
would  bear  hard  on  his  constituents,  as  the  passage 
of  the  section.proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  would 
be  destractive  to  a  large  class  of  land  claims  in 
Louisiana.  Mr.  Owen,  of  Alabiima^  spoke  in 
favor  of  granting  the  tract  under  discussion,  and 
opposed  the  amendment  at  considerable  leQgth. 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  without  going  into 
the  merits  of  the  claim,  moved  that,  as  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  biU  admitted  of  a  great  extent  of  de- 
bate, and  the  session'  was  far  advanced,  and  much 
time  could  not  be  devoted  to  private  claims,  the 
bill  be  postponed  till  the  first  day  of  the  next  ces- 
sion ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
was  postponed  accordingly. 

Mr.  Sloanb  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
Tote  rejecting  the  bill  "  for  thei  relief  of  Donnelson 
and  others,"  and  the  question  being  taken  .on  re- 
considering, it  was  negatived— ^yes  73,  noes  74. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 


(Mr.  Condict  in  the  Chair,^  on  the  bill  **  for  tju 
relief  of  Charles  Humphrey."  The  report  on  his 
case  having  been  read,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Buck  io  (he 
Chair,)  on  ,the  bill  '^  for  the  relief  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  Elijah  Brush."  The  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  was  read,  and  the  bill  being  re- 
ported to  the  House,  was  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr*  Lathrop  in 
the  Chair.)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  reliefof  Joseph 
Mareschail."  The  report  qf  the  Commtttee  on 
Military  Affhirs,  in  this  ease,  was  read.  Mr.HAii- 
iLTON  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  bill  with  the 
sum  of  $288,  which  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  H.  then 
moved  an  amendment,  remittinj;  the  costs  of  a 
suit  of  the  United  States  against  Mare$eball; 
which  Wds  carried.  The  bill  was  then  reported, 
as  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  readiDg. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vinton,  the  House  west  into 
Conimittee'  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Harvct  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  <<for  the  relief  of  Bazaled 
Wells."  Mr.  Vimton  stated  the  facts  of  the  case; 
and  the-  hill  was  reported^  and  ordered  to  a  ihir^ 
reading. 

On  muotion  of  Mr.  McCot,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Bebchbr  in  the 
Cbair,)  on  the  bill  '<  for  |he  relief  of  .Toseph  Smith, 
of  Alexandria."  The  rq>ori  of  the  Conomittee  of 
Claims  was  read.  The  bill  ^was  then  reported, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Sooth  Caro- 
Ima,  the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Sterling  in  the  Chair,) on  the  bill  "for  the 
relief  of  Malachi  Burns."  •  The  report  of  the  Cont- 
mittee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  io  this  case,  bar- 
ing been  read,  and  asmaH  error  in  the  bill  baring 
been  corrected,  it  wi|s  reported,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCot,  the  Bouse  weot  ioto 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  FimiurfD  the 
Chair,)on  the  bill  '<for  the  relief  of  Stef>brD  Brace." 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  harin; 
been  read,  the  bill  wto  reported,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbittlesbt,  the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Lbft- 
wicH  in  the  ChairJ  on  the  bill  <<  for  tbe  relief  d 
Lemuel  Arms."  The  report  of  the  Commiuee  of 
Claims  was  read — when  the  bill  was  reported, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHiTTLE86Y,the  Hoaseweiit 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Taax  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  reliefof  Mareen  Do- 
?al."  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Clairns 
was  read.  Mr.  WBi<|fiT  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  striking  out  ffSi  93,  and  iosertiog  $67  l^ 
which  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  bill  was  reported, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edwabob,  of  North  Carolitji, 
the  Hoube  went  into  Committee  of  the  Wboje, 
(Mr.  Campbbll»  of  Ohio  in  the  Chair,)  oo  the 
baia  '<  for  the  rcUef  of  Samuel  Ri3t/'  ud ''  ^^  ^ 
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relief  of  Joha  Hall."  Mr.  Edwards  stated  the 
case  of  Samuel  Rist,  (an  insane  soldier.)  The 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims  in  the  case  of  Hall,  stated 
the  circumstances  in  his  case.  Mr.  Fobsyth 
moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  to  it  the  foU 
lowiDff  clause ;  "  and  to  allow  Lewis  Joseph  Beau* 
lieu  $250  per  annum,  in  place  of  the  pension  al- 
lowed to  him  by  the  Continental  Congress.  Mr. 
Edwards  objected  to  the  amendment^  a«  being 
not  io  order.  The  Chair  pronounced  it  to  be  in 
order  ;  and  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
in  the  case  of  Beaulieu,  was  read.  The  amend- 
ment was  rejected,  and  then  the  bill  was  reported, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading.. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Williams^  of  North  Caro- 
lina,  tbeHoose  went  into  Codimittee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Whittlesey  in  the Chair^  on  the  bill  ''for 
the  relief  of  Joshua  Bennett.*'  The  report  in  this 
case  being  read,  the  bill  was  reported  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

On  mbtion  oFMr.  White,  of  Kentucky,  the 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
CoNDicT  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief 
of  Elliot  Rncker."  The  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  having  been 
read,  the  bill  was  reported  and  ordered  to  a  third 
readmg. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LiTTLE,.the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Tomlinsom  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Catharine 
Loaderman."  A  bill  from  the  War  Department 
on  the  case  of  Louderman,'was  read.  Mr.  Cady 
moved  an  amendment  placing  Thomas  Burk  on 
the  pension  list.  The  Chairman  pronounced  the 
amendment  to  be  out  of  order.  The  bill  was 
then  reported. 

Mr.  McCoy  objected  to  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  as  setting  a  precedent  which  might 
have  extensive  consequences.  Mr.  Culpeper  re- 
plied, and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Hooeboom  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resenatives  of  Charles  Bradford."  The  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claims  in  this  case  having  been  read,  the  biU  was 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  the 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
WicKLiFFB  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  "  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  Williams.''  The  petition  and 
documents  in  this  Qase  were  read,  ana  the  bill  was 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  message  from 
the  Senate,  accompanied  by  a  report  of  the  joint 
committee  of  conference,  signifying  that  they  had 
receded  from  their  amendment  formerly  insisted 
on  to  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  naval 
service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1824,  and 
proposing  certain  other  amendments,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Cocke  spoke  in  opposition  to  one  of  the 
amendments,  which  recognises  per  diem  allow- 
ances for  extra  services  by  officers  of  the  Navy, 
and  he  moved  to  lay[  the  bill  and  report  on  the 
table,  but  withdrew  his  ^motion  at  the  request  of 
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Mr.  McLanb.  who  urced  a  speedy  passage  of  the 
bill,  for  whicn  the  public  service  was  sufferinff. 
He  explained  the  several  amendments  proposed| 
and  replied  to  the  objections  of  Mr.  Cocke. 

Mr.  Cocke  insisted  on  the  objections,  and  sup- 
ported them  by  a  series  of  remarks,  which  he 
closed  by  renewing  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table.  The  motion  was  lost,  and  the  House 
concurred  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  con- 
ference. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCor,the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Wbole^  Mr.  Allen  in  the  Chair, 
on  the  bill  *'  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Jones.'' 
The  report  in  the  case  having  been  read^  the  bill 
was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCoV,  the  House  went  into 
Committ^  of  the  Who^  Mr.  Cook  ia  the  Chair, 
on,  the  bill  ^  for  the  relief  of  John  Holliday." 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  having 
been  read,  the  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleno,  the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Crafts 
in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Benja- 
min Desobry."  Mr.  Cambreleno  having  stated 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  bill  was  report- 
ed, and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cady,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Culpeper  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonas  Duncan. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  in 
the  case  having  been  read,  the  bill  was  reporte4i 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Strong  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Wilmot 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
having  been  read,  and  a  blank  date  in  the  bill 
supplied — 

Mr.  Cocke  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and 
moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause. 

Mr.  McLane  replied,  and  urffed^the  judgment 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in 
this  case. 

Mr.  Trimble  made  some  remarks  on  what  had 
formerly  been  done  in  this  case. 

Nf  r.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  explained  the  facts 
to  which  the  bill  refers. 

Mr.  McLane  read  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  made  in  1818,  which  he 
explained  and  enforced. 

Mr.  Cocke  withdrew  his  motion  to  strike  out: 
and  the  bill  was  reported  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McCot,  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck 
in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  **  for  the  relief  of  J.  Ot- 
tramare." 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  not  being  in  his  place,  Mr.  McCoy  moved 
that  the  committee  rise,  and  the  bill  lie  over  till  fur- 
ther information  could  be  given  to  the  committee. 

Before  the  question  was  taken,  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Ottramare  was  read,  and  the  bill  was  report- 
ed, but,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tract,  was  laid  on 
the  table. 
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WILLIAM  P.  NIMMO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  the  House,  by 
a  rote  of  88  to  51,  toOk  up  the  bill  for  the.rdief  of 
Willia,m  P.  Nimmo. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  having  spoken  in  support  of 
'the  passage  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  observed 
thaV  since  this  bill  was  formerly  considered,  a 
general  bill  had  been  reported,  proposing  to^roake 
provision  for  all  cases  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Nim- 
mo. If  that  bill  should  pass,  this  one  would  be 
unnecessary ;  if  not,  it  would  be  wrong  to  distin- 
guish this  sufferer  from  the  others.  He  moved  to 
to  lay  the  bill  again  upon  the  table;  but  with- 
drew the  motion,  to  give  way  to  Mr.  Newton,  who 
advocated  at  length  the  equity  of  the  claim,  and 
pressed  the  passage  of  this  bill.  Mr.  Strong 
spoke  in  reply,  and  moved  the  postponement  of 
tne  bill  to  the  nrst  day  of  the  next  session. 

The  question  bein^  taken  on  this  motion,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative — ayes  65,  noes  71. 

Mr.  Sharpe  moved  the  reference  of  the  bill  to 
the  same  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
general  bill  for  similar  cases  to  the  present.  . 
'  The  question  being  taken,  the  votes  stood — 
ay^  70,  noes  69. 

The  Speaker  voting  against  the  recommitment, 
it  was  lost  bjr  the  equality  of  voles  |7ro  and  con. 

The  quesiion  recurring  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  Mr.  Sandford  opposed  and  Mr.  WBitrLE- 
SEY  advocated  it.  When  the  question  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — 80  to  66.  So  the  bill  was  passed,  and 
tent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence.  * 


Wednesday,  April  28* 

Mr.  E.  Whittlesey,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  James, 
Jehu,  and  Nathaniel  Brooks,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  their  relief,  or  the  legal  representatives  of 
either  of  them,  which  was  read  twic^,  and  com- 
ntitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Harvey,  from  the  Committee  op  Naval 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John  K. 
Carter,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief,  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cdshman,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  made  the  following  report : 

**  The  GoainiUtee  Ofi  the  Public  Baildings,  to  whom 
WM  referred  the  resolution  instructing  them  to  inquiro 
into  the  expediency  of  purchftsing  three  of  GapilUao'e 
marble  bmu  of  Washington,  haviog  had  the  subject 
under  consideratioo,  report : 

*'  That,  however  laudable  it  may  be  in  the  Govern- 
ment to  cherish  a  disposition  friendly  to  the  fine  arts, 
and  to  patronise  ingenious  artisans,  or  politic  to  adorn 
our  public  halls  or  libraries  with  the  likenesses  of 
departed  sages  or  heroes,  it  is  inexpedient  to  pur- 
chase these  busts,  at  this  time,  under  existing  circum- 
stances." 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Foot, 
of  Connecticut,  calling  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States  for  information  in  relation  to  the 


plans  of  fortification  now  pursued  by  GorerDmeDt, 
was  taken  up.  *  ' 

Mr.  Cocke  suggested  that  the  inquiry  ought  to 
he  further  extended,  and  wished  that  the  resdlu' 
tion  should  be  laid  on  the  table  one  daj  more, 
that  it  might  be  modified. 

Mr.  Foot  not  acceding  tq  this  suggestion,  Mr. 
Cocke  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table ;  which  motion  was  carried. 

Engfossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  vit: 

For  the  relief  of  James  Duncan ; 

For  the  relief  of  Lemuel  Arms; 

For  the  relief  of  John  Wilmpt ; 

For  the  relief  of  Joshua  Bennett ; 

For  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Jones ; 

For  the  relief  of  John  HoUiday ; 

For  the  relief  of  Charles  Bradford ; 

For  the  relief  of  Elliott  Rucker ; 

For  the  relief  of  Catherine  Louderman; 

For  the  relief  of  Malachi  Burns ; 

For  the  relief  of  Bazaleel  Wells ; 

For  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Elijth 
Brush; 

For  the  relief  of  Joseph  Mareschul ; 

For  the  relief  of  Charles  Humphreys; 

For  the  relief  of  Joseph  Smith ; 

For  the  relief  of  Mareen  Duval ; 

For  the  relief  of  Samuel  Rist ; 

For  the  relief  of  William  Hull ;  ~ 

For  the  relief  of  Thomas  Williams ; 

For  the  relief  of  Stephen  Brace ; 

For  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Desobry ; 
were  severally  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  following  bills,  all  of  a  private  nature,  riz: 

A  bill  fot  the  relief  of  Hugh  McCulloch ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Strain ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Moffet ; 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Colam'bian  losti- 
tttte,  (allowinff  the  Institute  the  temporary  ose  of 
certain  public  lots  in  Wa««hington ;) 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jadah  Aldea ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Lij^htoer; 
'  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George.  Fisber; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Land le  Richardson; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Cooper; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacques  Myctte,  Francis 
Charpentrie,  and  Jean  B.  Laducier; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll,  of  Dudr 
dington,  and  others ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Yanda ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Darid  Beard; 

A  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogdeo,  and 
others ; 

A  l>ill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  H.  Hawkins ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Sibley ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.M.C.  Montgomery;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief , of  Frederick  Perlejr  j 
were  severally  considered  and  discussed,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  aud  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
DANIEL  CARROLL. 

On  the  bill  « for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll, 
of  Duddington,  and  others,"  an  extcnsire  debate 
arose. 

Mr.  McCoT  went  at  length  into  a  statcnacnt  of 
the  facts  of  the  case,  and  spoke  in  favor  of  the  m. 
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Mr.  Cocke  opposed  its  passage,  and  moved 
to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause.  Mr.  McCpr 
replied  and  explained ;  and  a  desultory  debate  arose, 
in  -which  Messrs.  Cocke,  McCot,  Wabfield, 
Brent,  Livebmorb,  Littlb,  Gazlay,  and  Ross, 
participated — when  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Hat  DEN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  bv  stri- 
king out  $1500  and  inserting  $1000 }  and  the  de- 
bate wa^  farther  continued  by  Messrs.  MoCoy, 
Reynolds,  Letcher,  and  Brent. 

The  question  being,  taken,  was  decided  in  the 
ne^ti ve — ayes  65,  noes  66.  The  Chairman  voted 
in  the  negative.  So  the  amendment  was  lost. 
The  bill  was  then  reported. 

Mr.  Cocke  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  or- 
dering the  bill  to  a  third  reading;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  taken  was  decided — ^yeas  78,  nays  77^ 
as  follows : 


Tbas— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Yirginis,  Ar- 
cihor«  BayKea,  J.  S.  Barbour,  BisMtt,  Brent,  Bachansn, 
Buck,  Cambreleng,  Cobb,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook, 
Cnlts,  Crsig,  Ciuhman,  Cothbort,  Durfee,  Dwinen, 
Baton,  Eddy,  Farrelly,  Foot  of  Connectlcttt,  Forward, 
Gamott,  Goriey,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hay  ward,  Honry, 
Hogoboom,  Hooka,  Jenkins,  J.  T.  Johofon,  Kent, 
Ltflhrop;  Lawrence,  Leftwich,  Litchfield,  McCoy,  Mc- 
KiiB,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary, 
MatflOB,  Metcalfe^  MitcheU  of  Maryland,  Naale,  Nevr- 
ton,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett, 
Rankin,  Reynolds,  Boss,  Saunders,  SlQane,  Sp^nce, 
A.  Stevenson,  Strong,  Swan,  Ten  Eyck,  Thompson 
of  Kentucky,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker 
of  Virginia,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Warfield, 
Wbippie,  Whittlesey,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams 
of  North  Carolina,  Henry  Wilson,  Wood,  an^  Wright. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Massaehusetto,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Barber  of 
Connectient,  P.  P,  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bartley»  Beecfaer, 
Blair,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bnckner,  Burleigh,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cary,  Clark,  Cocke,  Conner,  Day, 
Bwight,  Kills,  Findlay,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forsyth, 
Frost,  Garrison,  Gatlin,  Gaxlay,  G^t,  Harris,  Hay  den, 
Herrick,  Houston,  Isacks,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kre* 
mor>  Letcher,  Livermore,  Locke,  Longfellow,  McAr- 
thnr,  Marvia,  Milleiv  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore 
of  Keatneky,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Patterson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Peaneylvania, 
Richards,  SandAtod, .  Sharps,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith, 
Williaffl  Smith,  Spa%ht,  Stendefiir,  Sterling,  TaUa- 
ferro,  Taylor,  Test^  Thompson  of  Oeorgiat  Tod, 
Tueker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Vinton,  Whitman,  Wioklifie,  James 
Wilson,  Wikoa  of  South  CaioUna,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
and  Woods* 

To-morrow  was  then  assigned  for  the  third  read- 
ing of  said  Uil. 

CLAIM  OF  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Fresiuent 
OF  THE  United  States,  which  was  read  as 
follows : 

To  the  Houte  ofEepruentttttveM.' 

The  House  of  Representatives  having  referred  back 
the  accounto  and  claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late 
Governor  of  New  York,  to  be  settled  on  the  princi  • 
pies  established  by  the  report  of  the  committee,  and 
the  law  founded  on  it,  in  the  last  seesion,  I  have  re- 


considelwd  the  -subjeot,  and  now  eoninunieato  tfao 

result. 

By  the  report  of  the  .committee,  which  it  was  un- 
derstood was  adopted  by  the  House,  it  was  decided- 
that  his  aceounte  and  daims  should  be  settled  on  the 
four  following  principles: 

First.  That  interest  ^should  be  allowed  him  oaall 
moneys  advaneed  by  him  for  the  public,  from  the 
time  of  the  advanoe  to  that  of  his  being  reimbursed. 

deoond.  That  a  resisonable  commission  should  be 
allowed  him  on  all  moneys  disbursed  by  him  during, 
the  Isto  war. 

Third.  That  an  indemnity  should  be  allowed  for  all 
losses  which  he  had  sustained  by  the  &Uure  of  the 
Government  to  fdliil  its  engagements  to  send  him 
money,  or  Treasury  notes,  within  the  time  specified, 
to  be  deposited  in  certain  banks,  as  collateral  security, 
for  loans  procured  by  him,  at  the  request,  and  on  ac- 
eount  of,  the  Government 

Fourth.  That  be  should  not  be  held  responsible  for 
losses  incurred  by  the  irauds  and  failures  of  sub-, 
agents,  to  whom  moneys  were  advanced  through  his 
hands.  «, 

On  the  first:  That  of  intereat  on  his  advances  for 
the  public,  I  have  allowed  him  $14,438  68.  This  sl- 
lowance  is  made  on  advances  admitted  by  the  account- 
ing department,  and  on  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Tomp- 
kins that  the  remittences  msde  to  him,  after  his  ad- 
vances, snd  psevious  to  the  24th  9f  December,  Id  14, 
when  a  very  large  sum  was  remitted  to  him,  were  ap- 
plied to  public  purposes,  and  not  to  the  reimbursen^eat 
of  his  advances. 

On  the  sscond  head :  That  of  a  reasonable  eommis* 
sion  for  his  disbursements,  during  the  Iste  war,  I  have 
allowed  him  ^re  per  cent,  on  the  whole  sum  disbursed 
by  him,  amounting  to  ninety-two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  thirteen  dollars,  thirteen  cento.  I  have  mado. 
him  this  extra  allowance  in  consideration  of  the  aid 
which  he  afibrded  to  the  Governdient  at  that  import*, 
ant  epoch,  in  obtaining  the  loan  of  a  oonsiderahle  part 
of  the  sums  thus  disburaed. 

On  the  third  head:  That  of  an  indemnity  for  losses 
sosteined  by  him,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the 
Government  to  fulfil  ite  engagements  to  send  him 
money  pr  Treasury  ;notes  within  the  time  specified,  I 
have  allowed  him  ^4,411  25,  being  the  amount  of  the 
loss  sttsUined  on  the  sale  of  the  Treasury  notes,  for 
which  he  was  responsible. 

On  the  fourth  hesd:  That  of  losses  sustained  by 
him  by  any  frauds  or  failures  of.sub-sgents,  none 
such  having  been  shown,  no  allowance  whatever  has 
been  made  to  him. 

From  the  amount  thus  allowed  to  Mr,  Tompkins) 
after  deducting  the  sum  psid  him,  under  the  act  of  the 
present  session,  aud  the  moneys  charged  to  his  ac- 
count, there  will  remain  a  balance  due  him,  of  ^60,- 
238  46,  as  sppears  by  the  sketoh  herewith  commu- 
nicated. 

In  making  a  final  decision  on  Mr.  Tompkins's 
claims,  a  question  arises,  shall  interest  be  allowed 
him  on  the  amount  of  the  commission  on  his  disburse- 
mentel  The  law  of  the  last  session  granto  to  the 
President  a  power  to  allow  interest  on  moneys  ad- 
vanced by  him  to  the  public,  but  does  not  authoriie  it 
on  the  commission  to  be  sllowed  on  his  disbursemente. 
To  make  soeh  allowance  belongs  exclusively  to  Con- 
gress. Had  his  claims  been  settled  at  the  end  o(  the 
last  wsr,  on  the  principles  established  by  the  law  of 
the  last  session,  a  commissioa  on  disbnnefflenia  would 
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tken  bftTe  beeo  allowed  hun.  Thii  oon«denUon  op- 
tntm  with  ^e«t  force  in  fa?or  of  the  eHowenee  of 
intereet  on  that  conunsaeion,  at  thia  time,  whieh  I  re- 
commend to  Congreaa. 

I  think  proper  to  add  that  the  official  relation  which 
I  bore  to  Governor  Tompkina,  at  that  vm  intereating 
epoch*  under  the  highly  diatingaiahed  and  meritorious 
dtixen  under  whom  we  hoth.aerred,  enabling  me  to 
ieel  vtrj  aenaibly  the  value  of  hia  acnricea,  ezcitee  a 
atrong  interest  in  hia  £ivor,  whieh  I  deem  it  not  im- 
proper to  expreaa. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Apmu.  28,  18S4. 

The  Message  and  docuittent  were  reTerred  to 
the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursdat,  April  29; 

Mr.  Scott,  by  leave  of  the  House,  presented  a 
representation  and  memorial  of  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri, by  Thomas  P.  Riddick,  its  agent,  in  rela- 
tion to  its  transactions  with  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  praying  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  be  directed  to  set- 
tle the  claims  of  the  said  Mmk,  upon  the  principles 
of  equity. — Referred  to  the  Uommittee  of.Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.GAZLAT  submitted  a  joint  resolution,  for  the 
appointment  of  a  trustee  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  to  carry  into  execution  an  acl  of  Con- 
gress of  3d  March,  1803,  relative  to  a  township 
of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  reserved  for  an  acad- 
emy in  the  ^rant  of  John  Cleres  Symmes ;  which 
said/resolution  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut, 
calling  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  for 
certain  information  respecting  fortifications,  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  taken  up  and  consid- 
ered. 

Mr.  Cocke  offered  an  amendment  to  strike  out 
the  word  "  established,"  [by  the  Board  of  Engi- 
neers,] and  insert  the  word  "  recommended,'^which 
was  agreed  to. 
,  At  the  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  word  "gov- 
ernment" was  stricken  out,  and  the  word  "  Pres- 
ident" inserted  in  its  stead. 

The  question  being  on  adopting  the  resolution, 
as  amended-,  some  debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs. 
CooKj  Little,  and  Foot,  took  part. 

Mr.  Poinsett  ofiered  an  amendment  to  quaUfy 
the  call  for  information,  by  a  clause  which  limits 
it  to  such  only  as  may  be  communicated  without 
injury  to  the  public  defence. 

Air.  CoNDicT  moved  that  the  resolution  be  far- 
ther modified  by  adding  to  it  a  clause  in  these 
words :  "  so  far  as  the  same  has  not  heretofore 
been  comtaunicated."  This  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  reso- 
lution was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  of  a  private  na- 
ture, which  were  yesterday  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  were  this  day  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  viz : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hugh  McCulloch ; 

For  the  relief  of  Robert  Strain  *, 


For  the  relief  of  John  S.  Mofiett; 

For  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian  Institate; 

For  the  relief  of  Judah  Alden ; 

^For  the  relief  of  Henry  Ljghtner; 

For  the  relief  of  Geor|g:e  Fisher ; 

For  the  relief  of  Landie  Richardson; 

For  the  relief  of  David  Cooper ; 

For  the  relief  of  Peter  Yandes; 

For  the  relief  of  David  Beard ; 

For  the  relief  of  Thomas  S.  Ogden  and  othen; 

For  the  relief  of  Mary  H.  Hawkins; 

For  the  relief  of  Solomon  Sibley ; 

For  the  relief  of  J.  M.  C.  Mont£romery ; 

For  the  relief  of  Frederick  Pcriey; 

For  the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll,  o(  Doddiog- 
ton,  and  others ; 

On  the  passage  of  this  bill,  Mr.  McAaraot 
called  for  the  yeas,  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 
Farther  documents,  were  read,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  North  Carolina,  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  sj^ke  in  favor  of  the  passigeof 
the  bill.  The  question  on  its  passage  was  decidoi 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  Yeas  82,  nayi79. 
oo  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  following  bills,  of  a  private  nature,  weie 
then  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whde,  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  thirJ  retd- 
ing.  viz : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Morris  Qoidsmith  and 
Anthonv  Roderick; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Blean; 

A  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  iacorportte 
the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington ; 

On  this  .bill  some  discussion  arose  between 
Messrs.  Kent,  Nealej  Little,  Colfefer,  and 
ALEXiLNDER,  of  Vlrginuu  ^ 

Mr.  Alexander  ofiered  an  amendment: 

•*  Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  emteied,  lltt  Um 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  Board  of  Common  Couoeil, 
in  Joint  meeting,  shall  have  power  to  judge  of  tht  l^ 
gmlity  of  the  elections,  retarai,  and  qntitlicttioni,  of 
the  Mmyor,  and  to  order  new  elections  wften  thaf 
may  deem  the  same  neeesMiy.  And,  in  ctm  wbera 
a  new  election  may  be  ordered,  the  Mayor  Ibr  Ae  pr^ 
ceding  term  shall  contintte  to  act  es  focb,  ontil  s 
Mayor  shall  be  elected  and  qnalified.  And,  if  the 
Mayor  for  the  preceding  term  shall  be  incapiMe,  or 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  serve  as  sach,  then  the  two 
Boards,  in  joint  meeting,  may  elect  a  penon  ai  Major 
until  a  Mayot  shall  be  elected  and  qnal^ed  aa  afoie- 
said.  And,  in  case  the  Mayor  shall,  at  any  time,  be- 
come incapable  of  acting  as  such,  by  reaaon  of  ib* 
seace,  sickness,'  or  disability,  tha*  two  Boardi  ^J 
elect  a  Mayor,  to  act  ontil  such  incapacity  or  din* 
bility  shall  be  removed." 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative— «yes  53,  noes  67. 

The  bill  being  reported  to  the  House,  Mr.  Ll^ 
TLE  ofiered  the  toregoinc  amendment. 

On  this  amendment,  the  debate  was  renewed  bj 
Messrs.  Little,  Culpeper,  Nbals,  Cook,  Tr^- 
CY,  and  Taylor  ;  and  the  question  being  taken, 
it  was  rejected. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Slough ; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  1^1  represeatatiro 
of  Pry  aod  Spalding  i 
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A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Cleaveland  ; 
A  billto  compensate  William  Cocke  for  cer- 
tain military  services  rendered  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war  ; 

[This  bill  was  amended  by  a  section  allowing 
to  John  T.  J9hnson,  aid  of  Greneral  Harrison  in 
the  late  war,  the  pay  of  a  captain,  together  with 
the  emoluments  usually  allowed  to  the  aids  of 
generals  in  the  militia  service.] 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth ;. 
For  the  relief  of  John  Mitchell ; » 
For  the  relief  of  John;  Topp ; 
For  the  relief  of  Archibald  Clark ; 
For  the  relief  of  Benjamin  King ; 
For  the  relief  of  Maturin  Quichot,  (with  an 
ftmendment ;) 

For  the  relief  of  Joseph  Firman  and  others, 
{with  an  amendment ;) 

For  the  relief  of  James,  Jehu^  and  Nathaniel 
Brooks,  and  the  legal  representatives  of  either  of 
them ; 

For  the  relief  of  John  K.  Carter. 
Also,  the  following  bills  from  the  Senate : 
For  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wood^  of  Ohio ; 
For  the  relief  of  Josiah  Hook,  jun. 
This  bill  gave  rise  to  much  debate.    A  motion 
was  made  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  negatived. 
Many  documents  were  reail.    A  motion  was  made 
to  postpone  indefinitdy,  and,  after  extended  argu- 
ment, m  which  Messrs.  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Longfellow,  McCot,  Webster,  and  Whit- 
TLfiSBY,  took  part,  the  indefinite  postponement 
was  nq^tived  by  a  large  majority,  and  the  bill 
was  reported,  ana  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as 
also  was  the  one  preceding  it. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  "  making  appropriations  for 
deepening  the  channel  leading  into  the  harbor  of 
Presque  isle,  and  for  repairing  Plymouth- beach }" 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  McCoT,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  <'  for  the  relief  of  Edward  and  Owen 
Bvans;"  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 
And  then  the  House  adjouraed. 


Friday,  April  bo« 

Mt,  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act 
of  Congress,  passed  on  the  13th  day  of  June^  1812, 
entitled  'An  act  making  further  provision  for  set- 
tling the  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri," reported  the  same  with  amendments ;  and 
the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Little  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the. amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  invalid  pension- 
ers," made  a  report;  and  the  amendment  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  £dward 
Barnard,  administrator  on  the  estate,  d^..  of  John 
B.  Fanning,  deceased,  lat^  a  purser  in  the  Navy 


of  the  United  States,  accompanied  by  a  bill; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morro^. 

Mr.  Pldmbr,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  Brotherton ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
W-hole. 

Mr.  Whipple,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  recisters  and 
receivers  of  public  monejr  of  the  several  land  offi- 
ces ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tattnall,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
and  report,  at  the  next  session  of  Conmss  the 
extent  io  which  it  is  expedient  to  adopt  the  system 
of  defence,  proposed  in  the  several-reports  of  the 
board  of  engineers,  for  the  defence  of  the  maritime 
frontier  of  this  country ;  the  amount  which  it  is 
^timated  the  works  in  contemplation}  approved 
of  by  the  committee,  may  cost,  specifying  the  lo- 
cation ^nd  estimated  cost  of  ^ach  particular  work ; 
and  also,  the  amount  which  it  may  be  proper  and 
expedient  to  appropriate  annuaUff  for  sradually 
efiectins  the  above  contemplated  plan  of  defence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  issuing  a  register  to  the  brig  William, 
of  New  York,  and  the  said  hill  being  amended, 
was  orc(ered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  thira 
time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate^  entitled  <<An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Hook,  junior,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and,  being  on  its  passage;  it  was  ordered 
that  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Warfielo  ofiered  the  following : 

'<  Ruohtdt  That  tke  Committss  on  the  Jndieisiy 
be  inst^ctad  to  inqoiis  into  the  ezpadtency  of  repeal- 
ing an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Stats  of  Maryland, 
(so  iar  as  the  said  act  extends  to  the  District  of  Golnm- 
bia,)  passed  in  the  year  1786,  antitlad  '<An  act  ascer- 
taining what  shall  be  Mcoveied  on  protested  bills  of 
exchange ;  and  to  repeal  an  act  of  Assembly  thsrein 
mentioned." 

Mr.  BucH  ANANfalled  on  the  mover  for  an  expla- 
nation, which  was  .given  at  length  by  Mr.  Wab* 
FiELn  \  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  engrossed  bills,  viz : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Morris  Gk>ldsmith  and 
Anthony  Roderick ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Blean ;. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Slough ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Fry  dt  Spaldinff ; 

A  mil  for  the  belief  of  Samuel  Cleveland,  Jun. ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth  $ 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Mitchell; 

A  bill  to  compensate  William  Cocke  for  certain 
military  services  rendered  the  United  States  da- 
ring the  late  war^  and  for  the  relief  of  John  T. 
Johnson ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Topp; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Archibald  Clark ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  King; 
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A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Matarin  Oaiehot ; 

A  bill  for  therelief  of  Joseph  FirEnan,  and  others; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James,  Jehu,  and  Nathan- 
iel Brooks,  and  the  legal  representatives  of  either 
of  them ; 

A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  John  K«  Carter; 
were,  respectively,  read  a  third  time,  passid,  and 
sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacques  Myotte,  Fran- 
cois Charpentrie,  and  James  B.  Laducier,  having 
been  read,  Mr.  Vinton,  of  Ohio,  moved  for  its 
indefinite  postponement,  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  no  sufiEicient  evidence  of  the  petitioner's  hav- 
ing performed  military  services  in  Illinois.  Mr. 
Cook  replied,  and  advocated,  at  length,  the  equity 
of  the  claim.  Mr.  Rankin*  strongly  doubted,  and 
thought  the  presumption,  from  the  circumstances 
of  tbe  case,  was  against  the  claim.  Mr.  Cook 
&rthep  defended  its  justice,  in  a  speech  of  consid- 
erable length-*to  which  Mr.  Rankin  rejoined, 
and  the  debate  was  farther  continued  by  Messrs. 
Cook,  Vance,  of  Ohio^  Forsytb,  and  Whipple  : 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Vinton's 
motion,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes 
86,  noes  45. 
'  So  the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  engrossed  bill  ^^  supplementary  to  the  act 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington ;''  and  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  Wood,  of  Ohio  f*  were  read  a 
third  time,  pasMd,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TdckCr  moved  to  take  up  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  claim  of- the  heirs  of  Beaumar- 
chais ;  which  was  agreed  to — ayes  63,  noes  52 ; 
and  the  House  went  into  Committeeof  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Bassett  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  report.  Mr. 
T.,  having  commenced  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  claim,  and  made  some  pro- 
gress, the  Committee  tose,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clat, 
with  an  understanding  that  tbis  subject  \ball  be 
taken  up  on  Monday  nelt. 

The  following  billK,  viz : 

A  bill  for  the  relid'  of  tbe  representatives  of 
Joseph  C.  Boyd ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Celestin  Moreau,  of  Lou- 
isiana ; 

A  bill  rewarding  tbe  officers  and  crew  of  two 

figs,  or  small  boats,  under  the  command  of  Lieut 
rancis  H.  Grtegory,  of  the  United  States  Navy ; 
^  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hanson  Kelly ; 
aaverally  passed  through  Committees  of  the  Whole, 
a&d  were  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  from  thecommittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States,  in  relation  to  the  accounts  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins^  ireported  a  bill,  (in  blank.) 
*^  making  appropriation  for  the  pavment  of  the 
amount  adjudged  to  be  due  to  him  p  which  was 
twice  read  and  referred. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  **  authorizing 
the  executors  of  John  B,  Mebane  to  collect  certain 
arrears  of  taxes ;"  which  was  twice  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  gave  notice,  that  on  Tuesday 
next  he  should  move  the  House  to  take  up  the  bill 


"  to  reduce  one  of  the  several  acts  establishing  and 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Department." 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  James 
Johnson,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,^and  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ''for  the  relief  of  die 
legal  representatives  of  Andrew  Mitchell,  de- 
ceased," was  taken  up. 

On  a  motion  of  Mr.  Cooke,  indefinitely  to  port- 
pone  this  biil^  (which  is  for  the  remission  of  duties 
on  a  still,. not  worked  while  its  owner  was  a  vol- 
unteer officer  in  the  late  war,)  a  considerable  de- 
bate arc^e,-  in  which  Messrs.  Cocke,  McCot, 
Brown,  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  Bochan- 
AN,  WARriBLD,  LivERMORE,  and  Whipple,  took 
part.  And  the  question  being  taken,  it  Was  deci- 
ded in  the  negative — ayes  61,  noes  65 ;  and  the 
bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading — ayes  67, 
noes  54. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  tiz  : 

A  ^ill  for  the  relief  of  Napier,  Rapelye,  and 
Bennett,  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Noah  Smith,  of  Maine; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth,  (with 
an  amendment,  includingtwaother  invalid  soldiers 
in  the  increase  of  pension  ^iven  by  the  bill ;) — 

Were,  respectively,  considered  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and,  havmg  been  reported  to  the  House^ 
were  ordered  to  a  third  readings 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Venable  and  Jane 
Morgan,  was  amended  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and,  liaving  been  reported  to  the  House,  was  laid 
on  the  table;  and  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  May  1. 

Mr.  Plumbr,  of  New  Hampsliire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Elisha  Snow,-  junior ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  recommitted 
tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Harlin,  reporxed 
the  same  without  amendment ;  it  was  then  ordered 
that  the  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  following  engrossed  bills,  viz : 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  executors  of  John  B* 
Mebane  to  collect  certain  arrears  of  taxes ; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  to 
the  brig  William,  of  New  York ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  administrator  of  John 
B.  Fanning,  deceased,  late  a  purser  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States ; 

And  the  followinff  bills- from  the  Senate,  viz: 

For  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Joseph  C.  Boyd,  (late  district  paymi^ater  of  the 
State  of  Maine ;) 

For  the  relief  of  Celestin  Moreau,  of  Loaisiaoa; 

For  the  relief  of  Hanson  KeUey ; 

For  the  relief  .of  James  Johnson ; 

For  the  relief  of  Napier,  Rapelye,  and  Bennett, 
and  Petrie,  and  Viell ;     . 

For  the  relief  of  Noah  Smith,  of  Maine— «s 
amended ; 

For  therelief  of  Dean'Weymooth— as  amended ; 
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For  rewarding  the  officers  and  crews  of  two 
gigs  or  small  boats,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Francis  H.  Qregory,  of  the  United  States 
Navy ; 

were  respeetively  read  a  third  time,  and  passed ; 
A  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representalLres  of  Andrew  Mitchell,  deceased,  was 
read  a  third  time— «nd  then,  on  motion,  'v^as  laid 
GO  the  table. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbovr  mored  to  postpone  the  pre- 
rious  orders  of  the  day,  and  take  \if  a  bill  to  al- 
low further  time  to  complete  the  issuing  and  locat- 
ing of  military  land  warrants. 

The  bill  was  taken* up;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  it  was  amended,  by  striking  out  *<  two" 
^years)  and  inserting  "  five,''  and  it  was  then  or- 
iered  to  a  third  reading  this  day. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Walter 
8.  Chandler  and  Samuel  Ward,  after  considerable 
discussion,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  allow  further  time 
to  complete  the<  issuing  and  locating  of  military 
land  warranty ;"  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill:  from  the  Senate,  *'  confirming  the  daim 
of  Peter  H«  Hobart  ^nd  Lewis  Judson,''  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  laid  on  the  table.  •    ^ 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate — 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson,  with  an 
amendment ; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Gwynn ; 
A  bill*  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Firman  Le  Sieur ; . 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alfred  Moore  and  Sterl- 
ing Orsain,  assignees  of  Morris  Linsey : 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thaddeus  Mayhew ; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Thomas  Stani- 
ford ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Van  Syckel,  of 
Philadelphia; 

A  bill  enclosing  the  burial  ground  of  Christ 
Church,  Washington  Phrish  \ 

Also,  the  following  engpoesed  bills)  tiz  : 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ichabod  Lord  Skinner; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  Ottremare  ; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Evans ; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Brotherton  ;  and 
The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  le- 
1  representatives  of  the  late  Benjamin  Lincoln, 
avid  Humphreys,  and  Silas  Grlfiin,  were  re- 
spectively considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
And  the  House  adjourned. 


lief  of  Hezekiah  Langley  and  Benjamin  M. 
Belt,"  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  recommend- 
ing that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely ;  and 
the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Coinmittee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  recom- 
mitted the  bill  confirming  to  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  the  late  Don  Miguel  Esclava 
sundry  claims  to  land  in  the  city  and  county  of 
Mobile,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  reported  the 
same  with  an  amendment;  which  was  read  and 
agreed  to ;  and  tbe  bill  ordered  to  be  engrgssed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pldmbr,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciairy>  to  which  was  referred  Um 
bill  from  the  Senate^  entitled  ^*An  act  declaring 
the  consent  of  Congress  ,to  certain  acts  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,"  reported  the  same  withoat 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  * 
third  time  to-morrow. 

^  Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referfed  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Kellog,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  for 
the  schooner  Five  Sisters ;  which  was  read  twice, 
'  and  ordered  'to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time, 
on  Wednesday  next.  '       ^ 

The  following  engrossed  bills,  viz  f 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Brotherton ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Evans; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  Ottremare ; 
were  severally  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 
*  The  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  viz : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Gwynn,  of  Bal- 
timore J 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  ae- 
counts  of  Benjamin  Lincoln  and  others : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Van  Syckel,  of 
Philadelphia ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ichabod  Lord  Skinner; 

A  bill  for  enclosing  the  burial  ground  of  Christ 
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Church.  Washington  parish ; 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Alfred  Moore  and  Ster- 
ling Organ,  assignees  of  Morris  Linsey; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Firmin  Le  Sieur ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thaddeus  Mayhew,  as 
amended ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  StetsoD;  as 
amended ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Thomas  SUni- 
ford ;  • 

were  severally  read  a  third  time,  passed,  aftd 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

Tbe  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 


Monday,  May  3. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  an  attested 
copy  ot  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Qeneral  As-  i  from  Thomas  J.  Rogers,  resigning  his  seat  as  a 
sembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  "  approving    member  of  this  House,  from  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 


of  the  declaration  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  In  favor  of  the  cause  of  liberty  in  the  West^ 
em  hemisphere ;"  which  resolution  was  laid  on  the 
Uble. 

Mr.  W'lLLiAMs,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee pf  .Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 


vania ;  which  was  laid  on  the  tables  and  it  was 
ordered  that  the  Grovernor  of  Pennsylvania  be 
Informed  of  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  this  resig- 
nation. 

CLAIM  OP  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  /rom  the 
^i^tary  Committee,  to  which  was  referred  the 
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Messai^e  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  on 
the  claim  of  Massachusetts  for  services  rendered 
by  the  militia  of  that  State  during  the  late  war 
wittv  Great  Britain,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  "  to  authorize  the  settlement  and  pay- 
ment of  the  claiois  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts for  certain  services  rendered  during  the  late 
war."    The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  report : 

The  Committee  on  Military  Afiairt,  to  which  was 
referred  the  Moiaage  of  the  President  of  the  IJnited 
States,  *<  on  the  claim  of  MaMSchnsetts  for  services 
rendered  by  the  militia  of  that  State  daring  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,"  beg  leave  most  respectfaily  to 
report: 

That,  in  considering  the  subject  submitted  to  their 
hiTestigatton,  they  have  been  folly  impressed  with  its 
intrinsic  importance,  and  its  asaociation  with  events 
which  were  once  the  occasion  of  much  sensibility  and 
excitement.  They  trust,  however,  that  they  have  ap* 
proached  the  diseossion,  devoid  of  all  prejudice,  vrith 
a»  honest  desire,  in  doing  justice,  to  sustain  thoce 
great  principles  of  concord  and  power,  which  are  e»- 
•entiai  to  the  dnrability  of  this  Union. 

Your  committee  deem  it  entirely  unnecessary  that 
they  should  recite  all  the  circumstances  comprising  a 
history  of  this  claim,  as  they  are  generally  known  to 
the  nation,  and  are  to  be  (bund  in  an  authentic  ahape, 
in  the  documents  accompanying  the  President's  Mes- 
sage. To  this  source  your  committee  would  ask  a 
•pedal  relerenoek 

It  will  be  sufficient  for  present  purposes  to  premise, 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  claim  of  Massachusetto 
does  not  appear  to  be  affected  by  those  Constitutional 
difficulties  which  so  long,  in  the  consideration  of  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  operated  as  an  im- 
pediment to  its  adjustment. 

Your  committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that 
the  services  rendered  by  the  militia  of  ^fassaehusetts, 
which  may  bo  considered  beyond  all  ezoeptton,  and 
■s  entitled  to  remuneration,  are  comprised  in  a  class 
of  cases  in  which,  by  the  spontaneous  impulse  df  the 
militisy  with  or  without  the  sanction  of  the  Sxecutive 
of  that  State,  or  with  or  without  a  requisition  on  the 
part  of  the  officer  of  the  United  States  commanding 
the  department,  they  assembled,  either  for  the  purpose 
of  repelling  actual  invasion,  or  under  a  well  founded 
apprehension  of  invasion.    It  is,  in  fact,  on  this  prin- 
cifile,  and  on  this  {urinciple  only,  that  the  claims  for 
militia  services  of  the  various  States  have  been  audited 
and  allowed  at  the  Department  of  War.     Services  of 
this  description,  patriotically  performed,  ought  not  to 
be  prejudiced  by  a  pre-existing  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  Executive  of  Massachusetts  and  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  United  States  forces,  as  to  an 
abstract  construction  of  the  Constitution,  when  such 
a  difibrenoe  of  .opinion  appears  to  have  had  no  aon  of 
•ffiict  on  the  extent  and  character  of  the  sbrvices  af- 
forded.    But,  on-  the  other  hand,  your  committee  are 
equally  unanimons  in  declaring  that,  in  all  cases 
where  the  acu  of  the  Executive  of  Massachusetts  gave 
a  direction  to  the  senrices  of  the  militia  of  that  Sute, 
in  opnosition  to  the  views  of  the  Oeneral  Government, 
the  claim  for  such  services  is  altogether  inadmissible  { 
for  these,  the  government  of  Massachusetts  may  be 
considered  to  have  incurred  an  ulterior  and  exclusive 
responsibility  to  her  own  people. 
^  Your  committee  waive  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion how  far  the  renunciation,  on  the  part  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  Legislatore  of  the  Sute  of  Massacfanset^i 


of  the  unconstitutional  principles  on  which  the  then 
Governor  of  ithat  State  acted,  in  the  early  stages  of 
the  war,  is  necessary  to  the  allowance  of  any  poitioii 
of  the  claims  of  the  State  for  the  serrieee  in  questioo. 
These  claims,  when  first  presented  for  adjaatmsot, 
immediately  after  the  late  War,  were  oonaiderod  rather 
in  the  mass,  than  in  reference  to  the  partienlar  itemi 
of  which  they  are  composed.  In  fact,  at  that  eaiiy 
period,  the  principles  on  which  the  claims  for  Bilitk 
services  ought  to  be  audited  and  allowed,  were  bet 
imperfectly  fixed.  The  subsequent  presentation  sml 
examination  of  the  claims  of  the  several  States,  for 
■such  services,  have  shed  much  light  on  this  subject, 
and  have  afforded  many  advantages  at  the  present 
moment  in  examining  those  of  Massachusetts.  Dis- 
tinctions, important  to  the  elucidation  of  principlei, 
and  to  the  ascertainment  of  justice,  have  been  taken, 
and  sustained,  which  might  naturslly  have  been  over- 
looked at  the  commencement  of  the  discussion. 

Your  committee,  however,  cannot  abstain  from  to* 
dulging  in  one  remark,  that,  if  the  feet  of  the  Govero- 
ment  of  Massachusetts  having  declined,  for  aome  yetn 
suheeqaent  to  the  late  war,  to  renounce  the  ancoosti- 
totional  doctrines  of  her  tlien  Executive,  ae  de?doped 
in  the  opinions  of  the  judges  of  her  supreme  jodiciai 
court,  can  he  sopjNMad  ever  to  have  borne  npon  tb^ 
portion  of  the  elum  which  the  committee  have  reooak- 
mended  for  payment,  the  recent  disavowal  of  her  pre- 
sent Exeontive  and  Legislature  furnishes  at  least  a 
belief  that  all  danger  of  a  future  collision  between  the 
General  Government  and  the  States,  in  reference  to 
the  authority  of  the  former  over  the  militia  of  the  lat- 
ter, has  been  permanently  removed.  In  this  light, 
the  committee  cannot  but  regard  the  renunciation  u 
honorable  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  and  Legislature  of 
Masachusetts,  and  as  highly  useful  in  fixing  the  true 
interpretation  of  l^e  Constitotion,  on  an  interesting 
and  important  point.  This  disavowal,  in  coneonance, 
as  it  is  affirmed,  with  the  sentiment  of  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  of  Maasachusetts,  is,  indeed,  a  reitera- 
tion of  the  language  which  was  expressed  by  the 
Senate  of  that  State,  as  early  as  October,  1819,  at  the 
moment  when  the  unfortunate  irritation  between  the 
National  and  State  functionaries  was  moat  exaspera- 
ted, and  wben  remuneration  for  these  services  formed 
neither  a  subject  of  calculation  or  deaire. 

Your  committee^  in  conclusion,  reconoMnd  that, 
in  all  cases  where  the  militia  of  the  State  o£  Massa- 
chusetto were  called  out  in  conformity  ifith  the  desire 
of  an  officer  of  the  General  Government,  or  to  repel 
actual  invasion,  or  under  a  well-founded  apprehension 
of  invasion,  during  the  late  war,  the  claim  of  the  State 
for  such  militia  services  be  allowed,  under  the  usual 
rules  of  auditing  and  allowing  similar  claims;  pro- 
vided the  number  of  troops  so  called  out  were  not  in 
undue  proportion  to  the  exigency. 

Your  committee  likewise  recommend  that  the  diimi 
of  Massachusetts,  not  comprehended  in  the  above  de- 
scription ^of  cases,  be  disallowed.  And,  in  confor- 
mity with  the  foregoing  principles,  mA  leave  to  report 
abiU. 

Mr.  Hamilton  mored  to  refer  tbis  report  to  a 
Comniittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  objected  to  this  course, 
as  givinff  undue  preference  to  this  over  other  busi- 
ness. He  wished  it  to  be  referred  in  the  usoal 
course  of  business,  for  the  purpose  of  discttssion, 
simply  to  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole. 
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Mr.  Hamilton  urged  the  importance  of  this 
claim,  as  elaiming  from  them  urgent  considera- 
tion. The  course  which  he  now  proposed  had 
been  pursued  in  regard  to  certain  claims  of  the 
State  of  Qeorgia,  and  he  thought  the  claims  now 
reported  upon  were  at  least  equally  entitled  to  at- 
tention from  the  House.  The  misrepresentation 
in  some  cases,  and  misunderstanding  in  others, 
under  which  tnis  claim  labored,  rendered  it  highly 
expedient  that  it  should  hare  a  prompt  examioa^ 
tion,  when  he  had  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  satisfy 
the  House  of  the  expediency  of  providing  for  its 
liquidation,  ^c« 

Mr.  Cobb  said  he  did  not  mean  to  utter  a  single 
w^ord  in  opposition  to  the  justice  of  this  claim. 
It  was  very; probable  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  might  be  able  to  convince  even  incre- 
dulity itself  on  the  aubjecu    My  only  objection  to 
the  proposed  reference  is,  said  Mr.  C.,  that  there 
is  no  resemblance  between  this  case  and  that  of 
the  Georgia  militia  claims^  to  which,  I  presume, 
the  gendeman  refers ;  but^  jf  there  were^  that  the 
subject  of  those  claims  of  Ckorg^a  is  before  an  or- 
dinary committee,  and  not  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.    I  am  willing 
to  give  fhis  claim  the  aame  direction  as  they  have 
received. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said,  that,  with  regard  to  the 
Gkor^ia  militia  claim  ne  knew  it  had  taken  that 
direction.  The  claim  of  Gkorgia'to  which  he  al- 
luded, however,  was  that  last  re[>orted  upon,  re-; 
apecting  the  Indian  reservations  within  the  limits 
of  that  State. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upoft  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  report  war  then 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
PROPOSED  ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr..  Taylor,  of  New  York,  froi|i  the  joint 
committer  appointed  to  consider  the  subject  oHhe 
day  for  terminating  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, reported  an'  amendment  to  the  resolution 
from  the  Senate  on  that  subject,  proposing  to 
substitute  the  nkuteentk  day  of  May  for  the  day 
proposed  by  the  Senate.' 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment thus  reported — 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  professed  himself, 
for  one,  to  he  unprepared  to  vote  upon  this  ques- 
tion now,  for  want  of  the  means  of  ascertaining 
what  lira^  would  be  required  for  the  completion 
of  all  the  necessary  business  before  the  House. 
Adverting  to  the  committee  appointed  on  Mr. 
Edwards's  address,  he  remarked,  that, 'although  he 
should  be  as  unwilling  to  institute  such  an  inves- 
tigation as  any  member  of  the  House,  yet,  having 
constituted  a  committee  for  that  investigation^  he 
was,  for  one,  unwilling  to  terminate  the  session, 
until  it  was  completed.  Until,  therefore,  he  could 
know  when  that  investigation  would  end,  he 
could  not  give  his  consent  to  any  proposition  fix- 
ing a  day  lor  the  adjournment.  We  shall  prob- 
ably have  satisfactory  information  od  this  sul^ct 
within  a  few  days,  and  to  give  the  House  time  to 
receive  it,  he  would  move  that  the  report  of  this 
committee  should  lie  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Taylor  said,  if  the  gentleman  had 'in- 
tended to  address  an  inquiry  to  him  as  to  the  time 
at  which  the  committee  of  mvestigation  might  be 
able  to  report,  he  could  only  answer,  that  he  had 
no  information  to*communicate  to  the  House  on 
that  point,  except  that  the  committee  in  question 
were  actively  engaged  in  the  discbar^^e  of  their 
duty.  The  joint  committee  had  connned  their 
inquiry  and  report  to  the  UgiaUxtive  business  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  McLanh  here  rose,  and  said  he  had  not  in- 
tended to  direct  an  inquiry  to  the  gentleman  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  of  investigation — he 
did  not  think  it  would  have  been  proper  Co  do  sp. 
Believing,  however,  that  this  House  ought  not  to 
fix  on  a  daj  of  adjournment  before  it  finishes  its 
proper  business,  he  moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Stevenson  wished  to  have  it  postponed  to 
a  day  certain,  and  named  Monday  next,  to  which 
Mr.  McLane  assented.  Mr.  BAdssTT,  however, 
renewed  the  motion  to  l&y  the  report  upon  the 
table. 

On  this  question,  which  admits  of  po~  debate, 
Mr.  Allen  required  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered  and  taken  accoHingly.  Th^re  were 
for  the  motion,  101 ;  against  it,  vs. 

So  the  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

OCqUPYING  CLAIMANT  LAWS,  Ac. 

Op  motion  of  Mr.  Letcher,  of  Kentucky,  the 
(louse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  sute  of  the  Union,  Mr  Dwioht  in 
the  Chair,  on  the  remonstrance  addressed  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  bv  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  on  the  subject  of  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  in  the  case  of  Green  v$.  Biddlei 
involving  the  constitutionality  of  the  occupying 
claimant  laws  of  Kentucky,  as  they  are  usually 
called. 

Mr.  Letcher  then  submitted  a  proposition,  in 
the  following  worda:* 

^'Jietolvedt  That  provisioB  ought  to  be  made  by 
law,  requiring,  in  any  cause  decided  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  in  which  shall  be  drawn  in  question  the  Talid- 
iiy  of  anv  part  of  the  constitution  of  a  State,  or  of 
any  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  a  State,  that 
— — -  jostiees  shall  concur  in  pronouncing  such  part 
of  the  said  constitution  or  act  to  be  invalid  ;  and  that, 
without  the  coacurrence  of  tha(  number  of  said  jua^ 
tices,  the  part  of  the  cohstitutioo,  or  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature, as  the  case  may  be,  so  drawn  in  question, 
shall  not  be  deemed,  or  holden,  invalid. 

**  Ruohedt  That  the  justices  aforesaid,  in  pronounc- 
ing their  judgment  in  aoy  such  cause,  as  aforesaid, 
ought  to  be  required,  by  law,  to  give  their  opinions, 
with  their  respective  reasons  therefor,  separately  and 
distinctly,  if  the  judgment  of  the  Court  be  against  the 
validity  of  the  part  of  the  constitution  or  act  drawn  in 
question,  ae  aforesaid. 

**  Baoivedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  in  conformity  to  the  pre- 
ceding resolutions." 

Mr.  Letcher  observed  that,  in  the  much  cele- 
J>rated  and  never  to  be  forgotten  case  of  Green  v$. 
Biddle,  the  judgment  pronounced  and  the  princi- 
ples decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uaited 
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States,  bad  given  great  alarm  to  the  people  of  Ken- 
Vacky»  As  that  was  a  case  which  bore  upon  the 
present  question,  and  which,  indeed,  had  imme- 
diately led  to  the  resolutions  and  memorial  now 
before  the  committee,  it  might  not  be  irrelevant 
for  him  to  take  a  very  brief  review  of  it. 

He  did  not  intend,  he  said,  to  make  a  tedious 
law  argument;  he  would,  however,  suggest,  in 
the  threshold,  if  any  gentleman,  from  Virginia  or 
elsewhere,  felt  the  slightest  wish  to  attempt  to 
maintain  that  decision  as  correct,  upon  any  of  the 
well-settled  doctrines  of  the  law,  without  wishing 
to  be  understood  as  u^ing  language  of  a  gasconad- 
ing character,  he  would  say^  the  limited  delega- 
tion from  Kentucky  were  ready,  at  any  time,  and 
before  any. tribunal,  to  meet  them. 

In  the  year  1789,  Kentucky,  then  an  integral 
part  of  Virginia,  and,  being  desirous  of  becoming 
an  independent  State  of  the  Federal  Union,  en- 
tered into  a  compact  with  Virginia,  with  a  view 
to  a  separation  for  that  end.  It.consisted  of  eight 
articles;  one  of  which  was  drawn  into  dispute 
in  th^  case  to  which  he  had  alluded ;  and  the  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court  upon  it,  had  virtually 
declared  that  Blentucky,  although  nprninally  a 
iovleireign  and  free^  State,  has,  iaevertheless,  no 
legislative  jurisdiction  over  her  own  soil.  She 
is  a  sovereign  State;  but  yet  has  no  power  to 
pass  any  law  for  the  aid,  the  convenience,  the 
comfort,  and  the  protectibn^f  her  own  citizens. 
This  decision,  the  people  of  Kentucky  had  viewed 
as  a  most  ruinous  and  extraordinary  one;  and  it 
is  only  because  they  have  entertained  the  liveliest 
hope  that  the  case  still  admits  of  some  remedy, 
that  a  greater  excitement  has  not  prevailed.. 

But  what,'  said  Mr.  L.,  are  the  laws  of  Ken- 
tucky, which  that  decision  has  pronounced  a  vio- 
lation of  the  compact,  and  therefore  unconstitu- 
tional ?  and  what  were  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  were  enacted  ?  The  first  act  of  the 
Kentucky  Legislature  passed  in  the  year  1797, 
the  second  in  1812.  Each  had  for  its  objfect,  in 
case  of  his  eviction,  by  a  paramount  title,  to  secure 
to  the  occupant,  who  had  settled  upon  the  land  in 
ffood  faith,  bc^lieviti^  it  to  be  his  own,  and  who 
had  made  valuable  improvements  upon  the  same, 
a  reasonable  compensation  for  those  improve^ 
men'ts. 

The  necessity  of -these  several  laws  grew  out  of 
the  condition  of  the  country.  The  early  settlers 
of  the  State  had  to  contend  with  the  most  com- 
plicated and  appalling  difficulties.  They  had  not 
onlv.to  encounter  every  species  of  toil,  of  peril, 
ana  of  suffering,  incident  to  the  settlement  of  an 
unexplored  wilderness,  but  they  had  to  struggle 
with  a  formidable  and  savage  foe,  io  a  war  often 
years'  duration.  When,  sir,  they  had  conquered 
Ibis  enemy,  and  in  some  small  degree  bjegun  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  theh  efforts,  innumerable  claims 
were  set  up  to  the  land,  which  they  had  first  con- 
quered and  then  defended;  claims  which^greW 
out  of  the  mistaken  policy,  not  of  Kentucky,  but 
Virginia.  That-  policy  had  literally  covered  the 
country  over  and  over  again  with  a  great  variety 
of  conflicting  claims.  These  adverse  claims  ne- 
cessarily occasioEoed,  to  the  first  settlers,  the  great- 


est distress,.aQd  troul>le,and  litigation.    The  early 
adventurer  to  the  country,  who  had  expeiieneed 
every  sort  of  privation,  was  very  illy  requited  for 
his  boldness,  his  industry,  and  his  enterprise.    Jost 
after  he  had  been  able  to  obtain  a  gcKid  tract  of 
land,  to  build  houses,  to  clear  fields^  with  the  most 
flattering  prospects  nefore  him  of.  providiag  fer  a 
dependent  family ;  at  the  moment  he  was  prepared 
for  the  enjoyment  of  quiet  and  repose,  suddenly 
he  found  himself  expelled  from  the  possession  of 
the  very  farm  he  had  been  laboring  to  iinprove; 
with  nothing  left  him,  but  the  privilege  of  buying 
and  improving  another  place,  and  again  losing  it 
at  law,  without  the  most  distant  hope  of  compen- 
sation for  his  labor  ihus'em ployed  upon  it.     Sock 
was  the  melancholy  condition  of  the  first  settlen 
in  Kentucky.    This  state  of  things  brought  aboat 
the  injurious  practice  of  buying  and  selling  evciy 
sort  of  land  claim,  some  real,  others  fictitious ;  of 
alarming  the  ignorant  and  illitetate;  of  ext4)rt- 
ing  monejr  for  a  compromise;  of  swindling,  in 
all  its  Various  moods  and  tenses-^n  sbort,  sir, 
of  creating  a  system  of  speculation,  of  fraud,  and 
oppression,  from  the  effects  of  which  we  shall 
never,  I  fear,  be  able,-  to  get  entirely  rid.     The  ex- 
istence of  such  afflicting  evils  required  a  speedy 
remedy ;  that  remedy  was  the  immediate  passage 
of  the  law  of  1797.    It  was  a  just  and  benefieeot 
law,  imperiously  called  for  by  existing  circam- 
stances,  demanded  by  every  consideration  of  jus- 
tice, and  most  salutary  in  its  operation.    It  is  a 
duty,  said  Mr.  L.  which  every  uovernoient  owes 
to  each  and  all  its  citizens,  to  furnish  erety  means 
in  its  power  to  diffuse  among  them  happiness,  con- 
tentment, and  equal  rijg^hts — to  reward  industry,  by 
protecting  every  one  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  the 
benefits  of  his  own  la^r,  and  to  prevent  the  can- 
ning and  the  idle  part  of  the  community  from  fat- 
tehing^upon  the  proceeds  of  their  neighbors'  hard 
earplugs.    The  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  there- 
forci  in  the  enaction  of  (hose  laws,  acted  correctly, 
if  they  were  not  already  precluded  from  the  rights 
of  legislation  over  the  soil  of  the  State,  by  the 
terms  of  the  compact.    Now,  what  are  the  pro- 
visions of  this  compact,  which  bear  upon  this  ques- 
tion, and  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
amount  to  a  consent  upon  the  part  of  Kentucky 
never  to  exercise  legislative  rignts  in  connexion 
with  her  freehold  ? 

The  third  article,  to  which  the  coort  refers,  in 
exclusion  of  the  residue,  to  maintain  the  correct- 
ness of  their  opinion,  is  in  the  following  words: 
"That  all  private  rights  and  interests  of  lands 
'  within  the  said  district,  derived  from  the  laws  of 
'  Virginia,  prior  to  such  separation,  shall  remain 
'  valid  and  secure,  under  the  laws  of  the  proposed 
<  State,  and  shall  be  determined  by  the  laws  now 
^  existing  in  this  State." 

To  understand  correctly  the  meaning  of  the 
words  expressed  in  the  foregoing  provision,  by  the 
contracting  parties,  it  becomes  important  to  look 
to  the  relative  condition  of  each,  and  to  ascertain 
the  contemplated  object  of  thecontract^  Kentucky, 
unprotected  and  unaided,  had  experienced  all  the 
fortunes  and  ail  the  horrors  of  .'an  Indian  war. 
She  had  waded  throvtgh  her  troublesi  had  been 
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wvigfaed  in  the  balance,  and  not  found  wanting^ ;  | 
bad  borne  down  erery  opposing  obstacle,  and 
proved  herself  worthy  of  enjoying  all  the  biessiogs, 
the  privileges,  and  immunities,  of  a  free  and  sov- 
ereign State.  She  petitioned  Virginia  to  aid  her 
in  obtaining  them.  Virginia  was  readj^,  willing, 
and  ^niious  to  render  her  ev^ry  facility.  All  the 
feelinffs  of  Virginii^  towards  her  were  of  the  most 
partial  and  benevolent  chilracter ;  she  felt  as  a  pa* » 
rent  to  a  child.  Indeed,  there  existed  mutaal  af- 
fection ;  each  understood  well  the  situation  of  the 
other.    In  this  state  of  things,  they  made  the  eom- 

etct.  The'  object  waa— what  1  Whv,  to  enable 
entucky  to  set  up  for  herself;  to  confer  upon  her 
the  right  oi  enacting  laws  to  suit  her  condition ; 
to  adopt  such  regulations  as  were  most  conducive 
to  her  own  interest,  and  to  superintend  her  own 
internal'  afiairs  in  a  manner  most  agreeable  to  her 
own  will,  free  from  any  and  every  control  of  the 
mother  country. 

How,  then,  are  you  to  interpret  the  words  of  the 
•stipulation  just 'referred  to?  The  first  and  best 
rule  is,  to  use  as  much  common  sense  as  you  can 
-well  employ,  in  giving  a  construction  to  any  con- 
tract, and  to  lav  aside  the  doctsine  of  *'  construc- 
tion construed ;"  to  crowd  in  as  few  artificial,  un- 
meaning distinctions,  as  possible ;  and  to  endeavor 
to  ascertain  the  fair, meaning  of  the  parties,  as  ex- 
pressed by  the  words  of  the  contract. 

"  That  private  rights  and  interests,  dbc,  derived 
from  the  laws  of  Virginia,  &c,  shall  remain  valid 
aad  secure,"  dbc.  What  was  the  nature  of  those 
mrivate  rights  here  agreed  to  be  made  secure? 
They  were  rights  and  interests  of  an  imperfect 
character,  such  as  surveys,  warrants,  entries,  A«., 
which  were  prejMiratory  to  obtaining  a  grant  or 
patent  from  the  Government ;  not  absolute  rights, 
which  bad  been  made  complete  by  the  emanation 
of  grants ;  for  this  obvious  reason  :  the  latter  class 
required  no  4ign^eement  to  make  them  valid  and 
secure ;» they  were  already  ns  much  so  as  they 
could  be,  even  with  the  strongest  provisions-— they 
were  vested  rights.  *  It  would,  therefore,  be  at  once 
saying  that  neither  of  the  parties  to  the  aforesaid 
instrument  understood  what  they  were  doin^,  to 
suppose  they  would  have  engaged  jn  a  serious 
negotiation  to  guard  a^inst  an  evil  which  could 
eould  not-happen.  **  Rights  derived  from  the  laws 
of  Virginia^"  &a.  The  term  ^  laws  of  Virginia,'^ 
as  here  used,  as  understood  by  both  parties,  as  un- 
derstood in  common  usase,  meant  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  the  statute  laws  of  Virginia,  as  con- 
tradistinguished from  the  statute  and  common 
laws  of  England — the  acts  of  the  Virginia  As- 
sembly, which  had  from  time  to  time  bwn  enact- 
ed, creating  rights  of  various  kind?,  such  as  poor 
rights,  settlement  and  pre-emption  rights,  village 
rights,  military  rights,  dtc.  Underthese  Virginia 
statutes,  many  of  the  citizens  of  Virginia  had  be- 
come interested,  to  a  considerable  extent,  in  in- 
choate rights  to,  lands  in  Kentucky^  which  grew 
out  of  this  course  of  legislation.  Virginia,  there- 
fore, felt  anxious  (and  very  justly  too)  to  make  a 
provision  of  this  Kind,  to  enable  those  who  had, 
nndei^  the  several  acts  aforesaid,  vested  capital  in 
the  purchase  of  these  lands,  and  whose  rights 


were  iticomplete,  to  have  them  made  secure ;  and 
Kentnefcy,  willing  also  that;  Virf^inia  should  act  a 
faithful  panrt  towards  her  own  citizens,  agreed  to 
the  aforesaid  article ;  the  meaning  of  which  is, 
that  she,  (Kentucky,)  on  her  part,  would  pass  no 
law  which  would  destroy  those  inchoate,  equita- 
ble rights^  created  by  the  State  of  Virginia;  that 
she  would  present  no  obstacles  in  the  way  to  pre- 
vent their  ultimate  perfection.  Sir,  the  term  *'  la  ws 
of  Virginia,"  is  still  understood  in  Kentttcky,and 
Virginia  also,  up  to  the  present  period,  in  legal  aa 
well  as  common  style,  to  apply,  distinctljr  and  ex- 
clusively to  the  Virginia  coojp  of  laws,  without  the 
slightest  connexion  with  or  dependence  upon  the 
common  law  of  England.  The  parties,  therefore, 
who  draujE^hted  -this  compact,  never  once  thought 
of  Jnnludiug  the  common  law.  If  su<;h  had  been 
their  object,  it  was  very  easy,  by  the  use  of  a  sin- 
gle expression,,  to  have  made  a  declaration  to  that 
effect.  But  the  principles  of  the  common  law 
could  not  very  well  apply  to  the  situation  of 
the  country.    To  prove,  however,  that  the  inter- 

rretation  given  by  the  court  of  the  clause  to  which 
have  alluded  is  wholly  erroneous ;  we  have  but 
to  look  a  little  fdriher  into  this  compact,  and  ex- 
amine for  a  moment  the  fourth  stipulation.  What 
does  it  declare  ? 

**  'that  the  Isnds  within  the  proposed  State,  of  non- 
resident proprietors,  shall  not  in  any  case  be  taxed 
higher  than  the  lands  of  ^esidentR,  at  any  time  prior  to 
the  admission  of  the  proposed  State  to  s  vote,  by  its 
delegates  in  Congress,  when  such  non-residents  re- 
side out  of  the  United  States  ;  nor  at  any  time,  either 
before  or  after  sueh  admission,  where  each  non-resi- 
dents reside  within  this  commonwealthf  within  which 
this  stipulatipn  shall  l>e  reciprocal ;  or  where  such  non- 
rcsklenls  reside  within  any  other  of  the  United  States, 
•which  shall  declare  the  same  to  be  reciprocal  withia 
its  limits;  nor  shall  a  neglect. of  cuUivalion  or  im- 
piovement  of  any  land  within  either  the  proposed 
State  or  this  Commonwealth,  belonging  to  non-resi- 
dents, citisens  of  the  other,  subject  such  non-r^idents 
to  forfeiture,  or  other  pe.nalty,  within  the  term  of  six 
years,  after  the  admission  of  the  saiil  State  into  the 
Federal  Union." 

The  second  rule  of  obnstruing  a  contract,  (if 
not  already  laid  dowq  by  legal  writers,  for  the 
guidance  of  judges,  ouffht  to  he,)  is,  to  excmfmt  lAe 
vhoU  ofH;  to  see  if  all  the  parte  will  harmonize, 
and  to  look  into  the  consequences,  which  will  of 
necessity  result  by  this  or  that  mode  of  constrao- 
tion ;  and  to  ascertain,  by  such  and  sueh  interpre- 
.ta'tion.  Whether  the  object  of  the  contractors  is  or  is 
not  defeated.  This  second  rule  has  been  entirely 
overlooked  by  the  court  in  pronouncing  their  de- 
cision ;  the  fourth  article  makes  no  soK  of  figure 
whatever  in  the  opinion  delivered  j  and,  by  ooa- 
structidUy  one  might  presume  they  did  not  see  it. 
It  is  however,  very  clearly  expressed  by  this  clause 
of  the  contract,  that  Kentucky,  after  the  expira- 
tion of  six  years,  for  a  failure  upon  the  part  of 
non-residents  to  cultivate  or  improve  any  of  the 
land  within  her  boundary,  belonging  to  them, 
might  properly  and  justly  subject  such  lands  to 
forfeiture,  or  might  affix  any  other  penalty  she^ 
in  her  sound  discretion,  should  think  fit. 
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Now,  sir,  a  question  necessarily  presents  itself, 
not  for  the  consideration  of  the  Sapreme  Court, 
for  they  hare  made  their  final  decision — Are 
those  occapant  laws  as  rigid,  as  severe,  as  hard, 
in  their  opei:ation  against  non-residents,  as  a 
law  creating  forfeiture  of  land,  in  pursuance  of 
the  power  unquestionably  given  to  Kentuciiy,  in 
the  foregoing  clause?  Surely  not.  Kentucky; 
then,  for  udopting  the  measures  which  she  has 
done  to  protect  her  citizens,  has  manifested  a 
greater  forbearance  in  relation  to  non-residents 
than  the  court  has  given  her  credit  for.  She  has 
refused  to  extend  h^r  powers  of  legislation,  so  as 
at  once  to  put  an  end  to  all  controversies,  with 
which  she  has  been  so  much  oppressed. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  construction 
given  i>y  the  court  to  the  third  article  of  the  com- 
pact is  whoUv  inconsistent  with  the  stipulations 
contained  in  the  fourth.  It  renders  the  latter  null 
and  void.  It  defeats  the  very  object  and  purpose 
which  each  of  the  contracting  parties liad  in  view. 
It  confers  all  the  benefits  of  the  agreement  upon 
one  side,  without  any  corresoonding  advantage  on.- 
the  other ;  one  pa^ty  gets  all,  the  other  nothing. 
8ucb  was  not  the  wish  and  understanding  of 
those  who  formed  the  agreement.  In  a  few  years 
after  its  date,  the  first  occupant  law,  it  will  be 
seen,  was  adopted  by  Kentucky.  Her<  course  of 
policy  was  not  a  matter  of  secrecy;  Virginia  was 
apprized  of  it,  and  fully  acquiesced  in  its  justice. 
No  murmuring  or  complaining  is  heard  of.  Had 
then  the  course  of  legislation  upon  the  part  of 
Kentucky  have  been  so  highly  unjust — so  entirely 
in  opposition  to  her  agreement — is  it  not  fair  to 
presume,  when  the  wh<He  subject  was  fresh  in  the 
recollection  of  all,  that  some  dissatisfaction  would 
have  displayed  itself?  No  ofi&cial  communica- 
tion, however,  is  sent  to  Kentucky,  alleging  a 
breach  of  faith.  Again,  in  confirmation  of  the 
right  to  pass  these  several  laws,  we  have  a  long 
course  oi  legal  decision,  by  the  inferior  and  appel- 
late cpurts,  for  the  last  twenty-five  years:  by 
judges,  too,  whose  firmness,  intelligence,  and  legal 
acquirements,  are  in  no  manner  lessened  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Supreme  Court's  declaration,  in 
this  same  opinion,  tnat  the  Kentucky  courts  may 
have  made  such  and  such  decisions,  but  they  had 
never  seen  them.  These  judges,  whose  decisions 
are  treats  so  cavalierly,  sir,  (it  might  be  said  in 
atricu  truth)  would  not  fear  a  comparison  of  legal 
skill,  even  with  their  Supreme  HonorB*  We  have, 
air,  in  support  of  our  laws,  our  Legis^latuce,  our 
lawyers,  our  judges. '  Indeed,  more-— we  have  the 
disinterested  ana  concurrent  testimony  of  other 

fentiemen,  not  citizens  of  the  West,  high,  very 
ieh,  ilk  legal  reputation,  who  are  practitioners 
before  the  same  court,  most  decidedly  upon  our 
aide  of  the  question. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  look  for  one  moment  to 
the  effects  and  consequences  of  the  construction 
contended  for  by  the  court.  Kentucky  comes  into 
the  Union — ^how  ?  Possessed  of  equal  rights  and 
privileges  with  the  other  sovereign  States?  No; 
a  mere  appendage;  in  no  better  situation  than 
when  a  district,  without  the  ability  of  regulating 
her  own  internal  concerns.    Her  expectation  was 


to  be  ranked  among  her  nsler  States  as  an  equal 
But,  how  wofully  has  she  been  disappointed  !  Now, 
she  is  told,,  for  the  first  time,  she  surrendered  and 
relinquished  all  pretensions  of  that  sort  long  siaoe. 
Cmistrudion  brings  about  all  this.  Yes,  coastmc- 
tion !  Its  mighty  powers  are  irresistible ;  it  bears 
down  every  thing  before  it ;  it  creates  new  prin- 
ciples; it  infuses  the  spirit  of  the  common  law 
into  a  contract,  against  the  will  of  both  parties; 
it  destroys  laws  long  since  established ;  and  it  Lb 
daily  acquiring  new  strength.  From  this  case, 
and  others  to  which  reference  might  be  made,  the 
result  is  plain,  that,  unl^  some  regulation  is 
made,  and  some  necessary  ana  salutary  restr^mts 
are  adopted,  the  Supreme  Court,  by  its  extensive 
Jurisdiction,  as  it  now  exists^  will  finally  draw  inlo 
Its  vortex  all  State  authorities. 

My  proposition,  Mr.  Cbairmaq,  is  not  of  a  mere 
theoretic  and  Speculative  cnkractei.  It  iatroduca 
no  new^and  dangerous  principle.  If  you  desire  to 
amend  your  Constitution,  it  cannot  be  done  unless 
by  a  concurrence  of  two-ihirds  of  all  the  States, 
if,  upon  the  passage  of  any  bill  upon  yooc  table, 
the  Preshlent  of  the  United  Stales  chooses,  in  the 
exercise  of  his  Constitutional  privilege,  to  pot  kii 
veto  upon  it,  what  is  the  result  ?  It  is  returned 
with  the  objections,  and. cannot  be  incorponted 
into  ^our  statute  book,  as  a  Jaw,  without  a  major- 
ity of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concur  in  declar- 
ing it  shall  be.  But  a  minority  of  your  Judiciary, 
upon  the  most  solemn  and  important  questions, 
involving  the  rights,  the  interests,  and  prosperity, 
of.  a  whole  community,  can  so  expound  laws  and 
constitutions,  as  to  prostrate  all  St^te  rights! 
Thisj  sir,  most  certainly  is  an  evil  which  may  be 
remedied  by  judicious  and  prudent  legislation.  It 
is  an  evil  which  is  growing  rapidly,  and  which,  if 
not  checked,  will  produce  very  serious  discontent. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  resolt/lions  which  I  have 
the .  honor  of  presenting  for  the  consideration  of 
this  Committ^,  cannot,  I  apprehend,  endaoj^er  the 
dignity  or  importance  of  the  iudges.  Their  firm-^ 
ness  will  not  oe  weakened ;  their  intelligence  will 
not  be  afiected;  their  reputation 'will  not  be  im.- 
paired  by  their  passage.    I  would  agree  lo  no 

froposition  which  had  for  its  object  such  results. 
t  is  indispensably  necessary,  in  every  well  regur 
la  ted  Government,  to  have  the  most  enlif^htened 
judiciary,  prepared  at  all  times,  to  do  their  duly, 
without  fear,  favor,  or  affection.  A  timid,  time- 
serving court,  in  any  country,  is  worse  than  i 
nuisance.  But,  sir,  in  legislating  upon  this  sub- 
ject, let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  jud^et,  at  last,  are 
but  men;  perfection  and  infallibility  are  proper- 
ties which  do  not  attach  to  them.  Lett  Os,  then- 
fore,  increase  the  chances  of  a  oorrect  decision 
upon  such  occasions  as  are  embraced  by  the  resc- 
lotions,  by  requiring  five  to  concur. 

Mr.  Cluiirman,  how  does  the  matter  stand,  ac- 
cording to  the  present  state  of  facts  ?  You  have 
now  seven  Judges' upon  the  Supreme  Bench ;  four 
constitute  a  quorum.  Say  three  are  absent,  upoa 
some  Constitutional  question  which  comes  betore 
that  tribunal,  vitally  important.  The  arguments 
are  heard ;  three  concur  in  declarii^  the  law  un- 
constitutional-—<m«  diBsenU,    The  judgment  of  the 
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court  bdow  is  rerersed.    A  decision  is  obtained 
io   this  way  by  a  minority.    One  of  the  judges 
iirntes  his  opiniOD,  and  two  bear  it  read,  perbaps, 
say  ogrreedy  as  ioe  often  do^  in  this  House,  withoat 
knowing  the  question — more  for  the  sake  of  form 
than  suostance.    Their  decision  ffoes  oq;,  is  pub- 
lished, and  is  received  by  the  State  courts,  a? 
hindisf  authority.    Suppose,  at  the  next  term,  all 
the  judij^es  are  preseht — a  similar  question  is  again 
before  the  court:  the  absentees  concur  with  the 
one  judge  who  dissentied  upoa  the  former  occa- 
*sion.     What^  then,  is  the  consequence  ?   You  hare 
two^  contradictorv  decisions  in  relation  to  the  same 
subject  matter — both  sent  out  as  a  toond  exposi- 
tion of  Constitutional  law,  n.9  precedents  for  the 
country.  •  One  decision  determmes  A  shall  have 
this  .property;  another  declares  B,  whose  cause 
was  precisely  such  a  one  as  A's,  shall  not  recover 
in  his  case.  .  Thus  stood  the  cause  from  tLen- 
tucky;  four  judges  present — three  concurred  in 
believing  the  laws  involved  in  the  controversy 
were' against  that  clause  of  the  ConstitutioQ  of 
the  United  States,  which  declares,  among  other 
things,  that  i|o  law,  impairing  the  obligation  of  a 
contract,  shall  be  passed:    One  dissented.    Try 
the  weight  of  intellectual  authorities  pro  and  con ; 
puX  them  in  the  scales — ^which  will  preponderate? 
The  iudge  who  dissents,  most  assuredly  is  at  least 
e<|ual  to  one  of  the  three  who  concurs  in  the  deci* 
sion.    There  are  then  two  left  in  the  balance.    I 
will  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  theyr  were  likely 
to  understand  the. kind  of  case- submitted  to  their 
consideration,  involving  intricate  doctrines,  in  re- 
lation to  a  species  of  land  titles  with  whicn  they 
were  in  nowise  very  familiar.    Let  it  be  conc^ea, 
for  the  sake  of  arguibent,  that  they  deserve  to  be 
ranked  amongst  the  ^most  enlighfened  jurists  of 
the  country — ^you  cannot,'  however,  make  more 
than  two  upon  that  side  of  the  question. «  Look 
to  the  opposite  scale — and  what  have  we?    The 
Legislature  of  a  whole  Sute,  year  after  year,  have 
asserted,  in  the  mo^t  unqualified  manner,  their 
Constitutional,  right  to  enact  these  lawst    They 
so  decided,  upon  idliture  deliberation,  not  influ- 
enced by  excitement.    Ail  the  jud^  of  all  the 
courts  have,  by  a  long  course  of  decision,  without 
exception,  maintained  the  same  power;  they  have 
done  so,  after  having  repeatedly  given  to  the  sub- 
ject the  fullest  investigation.    Two  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  strangers,  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,  to  the  subject,  have  asserted  no  such  right 
existed.    Upon  whose  decision  would  you  place 
most  reliance?    Which  is  entitled  to  the  greatest 
share  of  confidence — that  of  the  two,  or  the  col- 
lected wisdom  of  a  whole  State,  both  of  th^  po- 
litical and  the  legal  kind  ?    Which,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  is  most  likely  to  be  correct  ?    The 
answer  is  byno-mesu^s  perplexing.    One  leading 
principle,  in  ail  our  institutions,  is,  that  a  minority 
in  the  exercise  of  any  official  duties  shall  not  con- 
trol.   But,  in  this  instance,  there  is  a  departure 
from  the  rule;  a  minority  has  given  an  exposition 
of  the  Constitution,  upon  a  question  of  the  first 
magnitude,  which  is  to  be  acknowledged  by  all  as 
correct  doctrine,  and  treated  accordingly!    Can 
this  be  right?    Is  it  according  to  the  spirit  and 


genius  of  our  Gbvernment?  But  what  is  there 
objectionable  in  requiring  five  to  concur,  before 
any  law  of  a  State  shall  be  held  null  and  void  ? 
Thei:e  is  more  safety  in  such  a  regulation  than  to 
leave  it  as  it  now  stands.  You  may  rest  assured, 
sir,  the  States  would  be  much  better  satisfied  with 
a  decision  unfavorable  to  their  laws  by  five  judges 
than  by  two  or  three  $  and,  should  it  become  the 
duty  of  the  court,  in  the  administration  of  justfcei 
to  make  such  decisions,  five  will  not  hesitate- to 
do  it.  There  is  little  or  no  danger  of  the  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  being  under  the  influence 
of  the  several  States.  The  4>nger  ia  altogether 
upon  ^he  other  side.  They  are  not  dependent 
upon  the  States  for  their  officei  or  the  emolu- 
ments of  it.  No  reason  does  or  can  exist,  there* 
fore,  to  suppose  that  the  judges  of  this  court  ever 
did,  or  ever  will,  lean  in  Tavor  of  the  States, 
against  the  General  Qovernment^ 

A  gentleman  near  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  whose 
opinions  and  suggestions  at  all  times,  in  this 
House  and  elsewhere,  deserve  the  hifjhest  consid* 
eration,  will  allow  me  fo  .correct  his  misappre* 
hensions.  In  a  whisper,  loud  enough  to  be  heard, 
lie  fears  that  great  hiarm  might  grow  out  of  the 
proposed  resolutions,  <  and  that  they  are  a  Ken- 
tucky project.  If  great  injury  would  be  likely  to 
ensue  by  their  adoption,  I  should  think  it  could 
be  Inade  manifest  by  argument  Let  the  dangers 
be  pointed  out.  Let  us  see  whether  the  evil 
which  is  likely  to  happen  is  equal  to  that  now  in 
existence.  .Tne  gentleman  wi)l  find  some  diffi- 
•culty  in  proving  that  all  is  right ;  that  a  minority 
of  the  court  should  decide  any  question,  and  that 
nothing  ought  to  be  done.  I  will  hear  him  with 
ffreat  pleasure.  Perhaps  he  can  remove  every 
difficulty.  We  have  "  already  lost  the  land ;"  we 
have  nothing  left  but  the  argument,  and  we  may 
lose  that  alsa 

Why,  sir,  is  this  called  a  Kentucky  project^ 
It  is  not  to  have  a  mere  local  operation.  It  hi  not 
to  be  limited  to  aqy  particular  plAce.  It  is  gea- 
eral  in  its  character ;  it  applies  to  the  whole  na- 
tion ;  it  is  co-extensive  with  the  existence  of  the 
evil,  and  is  intended  as  a  remedy.  It  is  trqe, 
Kentucky  feels,  an  anxious  solicitude  upon  the 
subject ;  not  from  local  and  selfish  considerations^ 
but  from  a  mosi  thorough  conviction  that  the 
General  Government  is  greatly  interested  in  t)ie 
adoption  of  soffit,  measure  in  relation  to  the  So* 
preme  Court. 

I  am  sorry,  sir,  that  almost  every  measure  which 
has  been  brought  befbre  this  House,  for  some 
months  past,  is  emphatically  styled  '^the  Ken- 
tucky policy — the  Kentucky  measure."  These 
local  distinctions  had  much  better  be  avoided; 
they  are  not  pleasaiM.  They  have  no  good  effect, 
particularly  when  uttered  in  connexion  with 
marked  indications  of  Inalice  andt  hatred  against 
a  whole  people.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Ranoolph)  has,  from  the  commencement  of 
this  session,  and  more  especially  in  a  very  recent 
debate,  manifested  a  strong  spirit  of  this  sectional 
sort.  He  has  sought  every  possible  occasion  to 
pour  forth  his  gall  and  bitterness,  and  to  display 
bis  wit,  against. the  people  beyond  the  mountains.. 
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He-fias  given  to  this  House  a  most  iudicroos  de- 
scription of  their  dress,  their  appearance,  their 
manners,  and  th^ir  habits^  -He  has  taken  oecuiiar 
jileasure  in  attempting  to  exhibit  thera  before  this 
nation  as  uociTilized  savag^es,  rather  .than  as 
American  citizens.  I  must,  said  Mr.  L.,  take  the 
liberty  of  dechiriog  to  that  gentleman  that  he  is 
most  grossly  and  •  inexcusably  ignorant  of  the 
character  the  feelings,  the  intelligence,  and  the 
habits,  ot  the  Western  people.  Sir,  with  the  ^ut- 
most frapkness,  I  admit,  their  external  appear- 
ance is  not  the  most  fashionable  and  el^ant 
kind  f  they  are  not  decorated  in  all  the  style,  the 
ffaiety,  and  the  taste,  of  a  dandy  of  the  first  wfiiter. 
Their  means  are  too  limited,  and  their  discretion 
M  too  great,  I  trust,  for  the  indulgence  of  such 
foppery  and  extravagance.  The  fact  is,  a  dandy 
is  not  a  character  in  great  demand,  with  either 
sex,  in  our  country;  and  when,  by  chance,  one 
iHppmis  to  ffo  there,  even  with  his  slender  share 
of  intellect,  ne  soon  discovers  thai  is  not  the  pro- 
per theatre  .for  him  to  acquir^  gh>ry  and  renown, 
and  accordingly  he  makes  his  exit  suddenly.  1 
concede,  also,  that  the  Kentuckians,  in  the  gen- 
eral, would  not  make  a  brilliant  figure  at  a  levee 
Of  drawing-room.  Their  bows  would  not  be  quite 
80  obsequious,  th^r  smiles  not  quite  so  fascina- 
ting, their  manners  not  quite  so  refined,-  as  the 
orders  in  council  or  etiquette  of  the  day  mitfht 
demand.  They  have  not  acquired  that  graceful- 
ness of  action,  that*  ease  of  deportment,  that  ele- 
gance of  accomplishment,  so  as  to  make  you  three 
bows  in  two  seconds;  nor  have  their  representa- 
tires  aequired  never-fading  laurels  for  their  profi- 
ciency in  that  great  science.  The  people  of  our 
coun1ry^do  not  attach  the  least  importance  to  be- 
ings entirely  lost  in  admiration  of  themselves,  and 
devotion  to  personal  appearance.  Such  trifling 
follies  they  leave  to  the  weak;  to  those  who  can 
do  nothing  else,  and  who  have  the  means  of  io- 
dolging  in  a  taste  so  tlly  directed,  and  so  little 
envied.  Let  those,  sir,  who  have  a  pride  of  that 
kind,  enjoy,  to  the  fullest  extent,  all  its  charms^ 
and  ail  its  consequence. 

Again,  we  are  told  these  hear-bunters,  these 
fellows  with  their  leather  leggings,  rifle  guns,  and 
moccasittK,  get  erery  thing  they  ask  for ;.  but  not 
being  contented,  wiffh  to  control  the  whole  politi- 
cal concerns,  and  to  direct  the  destinies  of  this 
nation.  Why,  sir,  are  such  nnfounded  and  illib- 
eral assertions  made,  in  relation  to  the  people  of 
the  West?  What  fact  hare  you  to  authorize 
s«ch  imputations?  Who,  from  that  quarter  of 
the  oountry,  ever  attempted  to  manage  every  thing, 
to  direct  every  thing,  and  require  every  ihin^  ? 
Ah,  sir,  there  was  a  time — I  hate  to  think  of  it ; 
it  is  with  most  painful  and  unfeigned  reluctance, 
lean  bring  myself  to  allude  to  it— there  was  a 
time,  bowerer,  when  it  would  have  been  better 
for  this -nation  if  these  backwoodsmen  could  have 
had  a  little  more  direction  in  the  management  of 
your  military  operations  in  this  quarter.  Perhaps 
you  have,8ome  faint  recollection  of  the  time  when 
a  few  of  His  Majesty's  troops  travelled  a  distance 
of  fifty  miles,  over  broken  ground,  and  through 
thick  woods,  burnt  your  Capitol,  made  your  pal- 


ace soldiers'  quarters,  and  compelled  your  citizens 
to  abandon  their  habitations,  and  to  seek  a  shelter 
in  the  distant  woods.  That  was  the  very  tine^ 
sir,  when  five  hundred  of  those  persons,  who  have 
been  made  the  subject  of  ridicule,  and  who  are 
stigmatized  with  the  epithet  of  the  moccasin  gen- 
try, and  hunting-shirt  gentlemen,  would  £ive 
won /  for  themselves  imperishable  fame;  would 
have  saved  millions  of  money  to  your  country; 
yes,  and  would  have  sared,  also,  your  national 
donor. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  it  is  not  to  the  exterior  of  * 
men  we  should  look.    Fortune  afibrds  adrantagei 
which  may  enable  one  to  appear  well,  when,  in 
truth,  there  is  nothing  worthy  of  admiration,    it 
is  the  conduct,  the  deportment,  the  principles  of 
men,  we  should  examine.    Will  the-  people  of 
the  West,  will  Kentuckians,  fear  an  ejcamination 
of  this  sort?    Can  they  not  undergo  the  most 
strict  scrutiny  as  citizens,  as  patriots,  always  pre- 
pared to  present  themselves  at  their  country's  call; 
ready,  upon  all  occasions,  to  afford    the  most 
prompt  and  limely  assistance,  when  that  assistance 
IS  required  ?    Who  can  boast  of  a  preference  over 
them  ?    Of  the  past,  however,  I  will  not  speak.  I 
will  not  make  disagreeable  and  invidious  compar- 
isons.   Let  the  firmness,  the  ralor,  the  sufifering, 
of  the  people  of  the  West,  during  our  recent  con- 
flict, be  forgotten.    Say  nothing  of  the  laureb 
which  they  won  in  battle;  say  nothing  of  the 
many  patient  feats  of  starvation  they  endured, 
without  a  murmur.   Withhold,  if  yon  choose,  the 
Ipratitude  of  the  nation ;  but  I  beg  of  you  to  do' 
lustice  to  their  private  virtues,  to  allow  them,  at 
least,  a  character  for  integritjr  of  motiire,  for  be- 
nevolence of  heart,  for  hospitality  of  conduct 
Suffer  mCj  sir,  t6  tell  you,  these  Kentuckians,  who 
have  been  treated  in  the  debates  with  so  much 
unkindness,  are  about  the  very  finest  fellows  in 
this  Qovemment    I  make  no  exceptions.    Trr 
then^  in  any  way  you  may  select^  and  you  will 
readily  acquiesce  in  the  truth  of  my  assertion. 
Their  hospitality  is  without  ostentation,  without 
parade,  without  hypocrisy ;  it  is  not  contaminated, 
and  I  trust  never  will  be,  by  the  fashionable  vices 
which  might  be  enumerated,  as  the  tip  of  theloii  in 
some  other  places.  IfaKentuokianmeeisjoii,  gives 
you  a  hearty  shake  of  the  hand,  and  says,^Sir,I  am 
very  happy  to  see  you,"  he  tells  yon  the  truth ;  he 
utters  not  the  commonplace,  unmeaning  compli- 
ments ;  he  sneaks  the  lan^uaffe  of  his  heart.    If 
he  make  declarations  of  firienddhip,  you  may  be- 
4ieve  him.    If  you  risit  him,  there  is  no  waiter  lo 
meet  you  at  the  door,  and  avow  his  master  is  not 
at  home,  when  he  is  actually  in  the  house ;  and 
should  you  spend  a  few  hours  uncerenKmionsly 
with  him  and  his  family,  in  social  conversation, 
so  soon  as  you  retire,  he  will  not  sav,  after  pressing 
you  to*  make  it  convenient  to  call  and  see  him 
again,  ^'  Oh !  what  a  tiresome  visitor;  I  was  never 
more  out  of  patience  in  all  my  life ;  such  another 
visit  would  really  kill,  me;  1  hope  he  will  -never 
come  again."    And,  after  you  are  gone,  your  rep- 
utation is  not  aavmiled.    No ;  these  wise  and  hap- 
py inventions  are  unknown  to  the  people  of  the 
West.    I  wish  I  could  use  the  sane  remark  in 
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relation  to  the  people  erery  where  else.  Why, 
sir,  you  may  risit  the  humblest  cottage  in  our 
country,  and  you  will  find  every  thing  to  admire. 
So  soon  as  the  faithful  dog,  by  Uis  saluting  bark, 
announces  that  a  stranger  is  coming,  your  aston- 
ishment would  commence ;  you  would  have  the 
singular  felicity  of  beholding  a  most  delightful 
spectacle — about  tweWe'or  thirteen  fine,  ruddy, 
well-formed,  hearty-looking  young  Democrats, 
would  run  out  to  see  the  stranger;  and  upon  en- 
tering the  house,  you  would  be  met  by  a  very 
plain,  unaffected  woman,  to  all  appearance  about 
thirty  years  old,  whose  countenance  would  at 
once  tell  you  to  make  yourself  easy ;  yon  would 
meet  with  kindness,  and,  in  casting  your  eyes 
around,  you  would  see  two  more  little  fellows^ 
who  were  too  small  to  run  out  at  the  first  alarm. 
Presently,  would*  come  from  the  labo»  of  the  dav, 
an  honest,  good-looking  mtm,  to'  rest  himself 
awhile  in  the  bosom  of  his  family)  dressed,  sir,  not 
in  fine  rpfilesand  broadcloth,  with  powdered  hair, 
but  in  good,  substanti^ji  plain  clothes,  manufac- 
turcd  by  the  industry  of  his  wife ;  and,  upon  en- 
tering into '  conversation  with  him,  an  ample 
theme  for  reflection  would  be  aflbrded ;  you  would 
"Wonder  how  one  in  his  humble  station  could  have 
known  so  much,  upon  so  many  subjects,  with  such 
limited  opportunities.  You  might  here  see^ei  mo- 
del worthy  of  admiration,  indeed,  of  imitation — 
conjugal  fe!icit)r,  parental  and  filial  affection,  un- 
diTid^  and  unfettered;  And  here,  (too,  the  philo- 
sopher, as  well  as  the  statesman,  might  learn  some 
yseful  and  practical  lessons.  In  some  short  jtime, 
you  would  find  a  repast  set  before  you,  if  not  of 
all  the  niceties,  and  luxuries,  and  parade,  which 
are  to  be  met  with -elsewhere,  of  good  plain  Whole- 
some diet,  among  which  woOld  be  one  of  the  most 
pleasant  dishes  that  can  possibly  be  prepared  in 
any  country,  and  Ihait  is,  a  hearty,  sincere  wel- 
come, without  apologies  and  without  price.  Sir, 
these  are  the  very  citizens  of  whom  the  nation 
ought  to  be  proud.  They  constitute  the  bone,  and 
sinew,  and  strength,  of  your  (Government.  In  the 
liour  of  peril  and  danger,  they  are  always  ready  to 
rally  around  the  standard  of  their  country.  Call 
upon  them  to  maintain  the  honor  of  the  nation. 
to  defend  her  rights,  they  set  up  no  Constitutional 
serui^es,  in  answer  to  your  call,  odou^croMin^&Ottfi- 
darplitteil 

Such  are  the  people  of  the  West,  the  people 
of  Kentucky;  and  such  are  those  whom  our 
State,  by  the  exercise  of  her  lesitimate  rights  of 
legislation,  has  attempted  to  shield,  and  protect, 
from  the  iron  gras^  ot  the  land  speculator.  Are 
they  not  entitled,  from  every  consideration,  to  the 
kind  attention  of  the  Government  ?  These,  sir, 
are  the  people  for  Whom  our  occupant  law  was 
enacted.  Do' they  not  deserve  the  protection  of 
their  €h>vernment?  What  man  is  there,  who 
could  stand  by,  without  exclaiming,  "  This  is  not 
'  right,  tounhouse  such  families  as  these,  take  from 
<  them  their  little  improvement,  and  proclaim— 
'  go  hence;  what  you  have  labored  for,  1  will  en- 
'  joy.'' 

Again,  sir,  we  are  told,  such  are  the  extraordi- 
nary demands  of  the  people  of  the  West,  who 


have  swallowed  up  all  the  loaves  and  fishes,  such 
are  their  repeated  claims  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
tolerating  them — "like  sturdy  beggars,  they  will 
take  no  denial;" — that  rebellion  must  be  the  ulti- 
mate consequence.  For  myself,'  I  protest  against 
this  mode  of  legislation  ;  this  display  of  sectional 
feeling;  of  crying  out  to  one  part  of  the  Union' 
"  You  gel  every  thing— we  get  nothing ;  the  Gov- 
ernment is  kind  to  you,  careful  of  your  interests, 
whilst  ours  is  neglected,  overlooked,  and  forgot- 
ten." Sir,  these  suggestions  and  assertions,  so  far 
as  the  West  is  concerned,  are  not  true.  What 
have  we  ever  received  from  the  fostering  hand  of 
the  Goveirnment  ?^  Point  out  the  single  inststnce. 
Yes,  the  public  lands,  it  is  said,  were  sold  Ipr  our 
accommodation,  fiut  who  got  the  money  7  It 
all  came  into  your  coffers ;  wenever  have  enjoyed 
(he  benefit  of  a  single  copper.  But,  we  are  told, 
the  Government  has  been  good  enough  to  suffer 
us  to  enjojr  the  privileges  of  a  mnil.  A  mighty 
privilege,  indeed !  one  for  which  we  ought,  in 
humble  submission,  with  bended  knees,  to  ac- 
knowledge the  most  unbounded  sratitude,  for 
your  very  great  condescension.  What  news  do 
you  send  to  the  West  by  these  mails  ?  Very  good, 
1  hope.  No,  sir ;  doleful,  .melancholy  tidings  are 
conveyed  to  them  weekly.  Yon  bid  them  be  in- 
dustrious, labor  hard — you  have  more  demands 
against  them — your  account  b  already  very  great ; 
but  you  are  going  on  every  day  to  make  it  still 
more  enormous :  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars 
tobeapproprisited  to  the  erection  of  fortifications — 
where  ?  not  in  the  West,  but  in  the  East--$250,000 
to  be  added  for  thispurpose— 9^00,000  for  that  pur- 
pose; and  9100,000  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public 
Treasury,  to  onegentleman,  for  his  patriotism.  This 
is  the  kind  of  news  you  send  them  by  your  mails. 
But,  sir,  do  vou  ever  tell  them  of  aiiy  public  moneys 
to  be  expended  in  the  West  ?  No,  sir ;  no  such  let- 
ter in  your  statute  book ;  no  one  there  gets  ((100,- 
000  more  than  he  ought  to  have,  for  services  ren- 
dered in  the  late  war.  But  you  say,  all  this  is  so 
very  oppressive,  it  is  not  to  be  borhe-^rebellion 
rather  than  oppression.  Why,  sir,  we  should  like 
very  much  that  sort  of  oppression,  of  enjoying  all 
the  public  expenditures.  It  would  be  quite  com- 
fortable. If  vou  must  have  rebellion,  suffer  me  to 
tell  you,  you  nad  better  travel  anv  other  road  than 
over  the  mountains.  In  the  language  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  it  would  be  a  stumpy 
rodd. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  a  most  fruitless  and 
unpleasant  topic ;  and  really  there  is  no  apology 
for  its  introduction  into  the  debates  of  this  House, 
under  any  circumstances  whatever.  And  why  it 
should  make  a  figure  so  often,  in  reference  to  the 
West^  I  am  at  a  Toss  to  perceive.  No  national  or 
individual  advantage  is  likely  to  flow  from  its 
discussion.  If  ntj  gentlentfan,  sir,  is  so  mad  as 
to  suppose,  b]r  the  use  of  such  idle  threats,  his 
dignity  or  his  importance  is  enhanced  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  country,  the  sooner  he  is  restored 
to  his  right  reason,  the  better.  He  adds  nothing 
to  his  reputation  as  a  statesman,  or  to  the  good- 
ness of  his  heart  as  a  citizen.  I  hope  never  to 
bear  another  allusion,  in  this  House,  to  that  sub. 
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ject ;  for,  let  it  be  understood,  by  these  presents, 
that  we,  the  people  of  the  West,  will  never  suffer 
any  rebellion  to  take  place.  There  is  not  the  most 
distant  prospect  of  it ;  the  declaration  of  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  R.)  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  I  do  not  see  that  gentleman, 
at  this  moment,  in  his  seat.  I  regret  his  absence. 
I  had  a  particular  desire,  sir,  to  tender  him  my 
best  respects,  for  the  many  kind  civilities  he  has, 
Toluntarily,  paid  to  the  people  I  have  the  honor, 
in  part,  to  represent.  His  polite  attention  shall 
not  go  unrewarded.  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure, 
upon  some  suitable  occasion,  in  my  awkward 
way,  to  acknowledge  the  great  debt  of  gratitude 
which  is  so  justly  due  to  that  glen  tleman. 

Mr.  Forsyth  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment, as  a  substitute  to  the  first  of  the  above  res- 
olutions : 

Resolvedj  Thtt  a  qaorum  of  ths  Supreme  Court,  to 
transact  the  bosiness  of  that  tribunal,  should  consist 
of  such  a  number  of  the  Jnsticef  composing  it,  that  a 
majority  of  the  qaorum  shall  be  a  majority  of  thfi 
whole  court,  including  the  Chief  Justice. 

Mr.  Forsyth  supported  his  motion  in  a  short 
speech ;  and  Messrs.  Wickliffe, Clay,  Forsyth, 
Webster,  Merger,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Ranoolph, 
and  Trimble,  respectively,  spoke  at  considerable 
length  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Wickliffe  addressed  the  Committee,  in 
substance,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman:  The  subject  is  an  important 
one;  and,  on  that  account  alone,  I  hope  to  engage 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  in  its  discussion. 
Some  of  the  friends  of  the  measure  on  your  table, 
were  inclined  not  now  to  press  it,  under  the  belief 
that  the  time  was  unfavorable  to  the  full  and  free 
discussion  which  its  oiagnitude  demanded.  The 
duty  of  those,  charged  by  the  remonstrance,  with 
its  presentation  here,  required,  at  their  hands,  an 
effort,  in  furtherance  of  the  views  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Kentucky  ;  and  J  am  gratified  to  discover 
a  wish  in  the  Committee  that  the  debate  should 
now  progress. 

The  cnaracter  of  this  question,  which  proposes 
an  important  modification  in  the  Judiciary  act ; 
the  deep  interest  which  one  of  the  States  feels 
upon  the  occasion  ;  require  of  Congress  an  indul- 
gent, and,  I  .hope,  a  favorable,  consideratioh  of 
the  resolutions  submitted  by  my  colleague,  (Mr. 
Letcher.)  Were  it  a  subject  in  which  the  State 
of  Kentucky  was  alone  interested,  her  representa- 
tives on  this  floor  would  regard  the  determination 
of  the  Committee  now  to  progress  with  its  discus- 
sion, more  an  act  of  kindness  to  them,  th^n  a  mat- 
ter of  ri^ht.  But  it  is  one  involving  a  principle 
of  vital  importance  to  the  whole  Union ;  and,  al- 
though presented  to  us  by  a  single  State,  (inferior 
to  fiope  in  the  practice  and  support  of  Republican 

Srinciples,)  it  demands  of  Congress  a  dispassionate 
eliberation. 

I  will  not  unnecessarily  consume  your  time,  and 
I  hope  not  to  exhaust  your  patience,  whilst  I  en- 
deavor, in  a  few  words,  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  true  character  of  the  question,  presented  by 
the  remonstrance  and  resolutions  now  before  us. 
It  may  not  be  improper,  in  order  to  arrive  at 


that  object,  to  state  some  of  the  causes  which  have 
brought  them  into  existence,  and  forced  them  upoa 
our  attention.  You  are  informed,  by  the  memofial 
of  the  Legislature  of  Kentnckv,  accompanied 
by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Cfourt  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  (of  which  it  complains,)  that  the  power 
of  that  State  to  pass  certain  laws,  denominated 
the  Occupying  Claimant  Laws,  is  denied  by  that 
court ;  that  they  violate  the  compact  between  the 
States  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  3  and,  therefore, 
impug[n  the  10th  section  of  the  Ist  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  declares, 
among  other  things,  '^  That  no  State  shall  pats 
any  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts." 
A  question  naturally  presents  itself  to  the  mind  of 
every  person  unacquainted  with  the  history  of 
KentucKy  and  her  internal  police:  "Are  these 
laws  of  such  mighty  importance  as  to  call  forth, 
in  strong  language,  the  feelingsof  the  Legislature! 
Are  the  principles  settled  bv  the  case  of  Green 
and  Biddle,  and  the  evils  which  flow  from  that 
decision,  such,  that  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky 
cannot,  oy  some  modification  of  the  laws  in  ques- 
tion, avert  or  palliate  them?"  I  answer.  Yes; 
such  is  their  character.  They  are  laws  rendered 
necessary  to  the  prosperity  and  happiness  o€  the 
State,  by  the  fatal  policy  pursued  by  Virginia,  in 
the  disposition  of  her  vacant  lands,  in  the  then 
district  of  Kentucky.  And  if  the  court  be  correct, 
to  the  extent  of  the  principles  assumed  in  that 
opinion,  no  legislative  aid,  no  change  or  modifica- 
tion of  these  laws,  can  avert  or  palliate  the  miseries 
which  must  inevitably  ensue.  The  people,  in  the 
exercise  of  their  hi^n  and  sovereign  powers  ih 
convention,  cannot. rid  themselves  of  the  efiectsof 
the  principle  settled  hy  the  Supreme  Court ;  which 
principle  is  fixed  like  an  incubus  upon  the  rights 
of  the  State.  We  can  do  nothing  but  present  our 
grievance  before  you ;  point  to  the  injury  which 
has  been  inflicted ;  and  beseech  you  to  adopt  the 
measure  on  your  table,  and  thereby  strengthen  the 
ramparts  of  State  sovereignty/  It  is  by  the  pres- 
ervation of  legitimate  State  rights,  that  you  give 
the  best  security  to  the  stability  and  happiness  o£ 
this  Union. 

I  said,  sir,  these  laws  were  rendered  necessary 
to  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  citizens  of 
Kentucky,  by  the  misguided  policy  of  Virginia ; 
a  policy  ruinous  but  liberal,  benevolent  and  patri- 
otic in  its  objects.  With  the  exception  of  the  del- 
egation of  Virffinia  and  Kentucky,  but  few,  if  in- 
deed any,  of  the  members  of  this  House  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  mode  by  which  lands  were  ac- 
quired, and  are  now  held,  in  the  latter  State.  Prior 
to  the  Revolution,  large  portions  of  those  lands 
were  granted  by  the  Crown  to  the  officers  of  the 
army  engaged  in  the  Fredch  and  Indian  wan, 
which  preceded' the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
Toward  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  many  persons, 
as  if  in  quest  of  danger,  penettated  the  wilderness; 
and  after  many  dire  struggles  with  the  savages  for 
empire,  maintained  with  loss  of  much  blood  their 
infant  settlements.  Virginia,  (in  a  spirit  of  justice 
to  her  creditors,  and  in  fulfilment  of  that  pledge 
of  public  faith  of  which  she  has  always  been 
proudly  tenacious,)  after  securing  to  the  early  ad- 
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TcntqrersaDd  settlers  iii  Kentucky,  what  are  eailed 
"  settlement  and  pre-emption  rights,  p(X>r*rights, 
and  corn-rights;"  (terms  well  understood  by  the 
citizens  of  Kentucky,)  opened  her  land  o^ce, 
1779-80 ;  and  by  it  sne  pouredont  the  contents  of 
a  Pandora's  box  npon  the  ill-fated  inhabitants  of 
the  State.  By  the  provisions  of  the  land  law  of 
1779,  warrants  for  land  were  issued  to  ally  and 
every  person,  upon  the  payment  of  the  State 
price  in  the  paper  currency  of  Virginia.  The 
proprietors  of  these,  warrants  were  required  to 
locate  the  same  by  an  entry  in  the  surveyor's 
books,  wi\tk  such  certainty  and  precision,  that 
each  subsequent  locator,  in  like  manner,  codld 
appropriate  the  adjacent  residuum.  I  am  cer- 
tainly correct  when  I  tell  ^you,  that  warrants 
for  three  times  the  quantity  of  vacant  land,  then 
owned  by  Virginia,  in  the  district  of  Kentucky, 
were  issued.  In  many  districts  of  country  in 
Kentucky,  I  have  known  to  exist  there,  four,  five, 
and  six,  distinct  adversary  claims  to  the  same 
tract  of  land.  Hence  the  phrase,  in  freqtient  use^ 
''that  Kentucky  is  shingled  .  with  land  daims." 
Many  of  these  claims  were  settled  by  the  original 
proprietors  and  first  adventurers  to  (hat  country ; 
men  who  had  to  contend  with  dangers,  and  endure 
suflerinffs,  not  easily  to  be  imagined  by  the  present 
population;  and' more  easily  conceived  than  de- 
scribed by  those  who  witnessed  and  participated 
io'them. 

In  ^his  state,  of  things,  remored  at  a  ffreat  dis- 
tance from  the  seat  of  jgfoverament  In  Virginia, 
laboring  under  difficulties  and  embarrassments, 
which  were  not  f^lt  and  duly  appreciated  by  the 
great  body  of  the  people  of  Vifginia,  the  citizens 
of  the  then  district  of  Kentucky  petitioned  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia  to  permit  them  to  become 
a  free  and  sovereign  State.  The  politicians  who 
fiUed  the  public  councils  of  the  Slate,  at  that  pe- 
riod, upon  becoming  more  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  wants,  interests,  and  difficulties  of  the 
people  of  Kentucky,  were  satisfied  that  their  fu- 
ture happiness  and  prosperity  depended  upon  the 
favorable  issue  of  their  application.   . 

In  1789^  a  law  passed  the  Legislalure  prescrib- 
ing the  conditions  upon  which  this  new  govern- 
ment was  to  be  established.  This  is  what  is 
termed,  in  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
"  The  compact  with  Virgima."  By  the  seventh 
section  of  that  compact,  it  is  provided  that  a)l  pri- 
vate rights  and  interests  of  lands  within  the  pro- 
posed district,  derived  from  the  laws  of  Virginia, 
prior  to  such  separation,  phall  remain  valid  and 
secure  under  the  laws  of  the  propoaed  State,  and 
shall  be  determined  by  the  laws  now  in  existence 
in  this  State. 

The  latter  clfiusc  of  the  eighth  section  rends  as 
follows:  "Mor  shall  a  neglect  of  cultivation  or 
'  improvement  of  any  land  within  the  proposed 
'.  State,  or  this  Commonwealth,  belonging  to  non- 
<  resident  citizens  of  the  other,  subject  such  non- 
'  residents  to  forfeiture^  or  other  penalty,  within 
'  the  term  of  six  years  after  the  admission  of  the 
*  said  State  into  the  Federal  Union."  These  are, 
substantially,  the  only  parts  of  the  compact  which 
have  any  connexion  with  the  present  eubject. 

IStli  Com.  1st  Se88«~80 


This  Compact  is  made  a  part  of  the  constitution 
of  Kentucky.  The  Supreme  Court,  in  their  opin- 
ion, do  not  decide  upon  it  as  a  part  of  the  con- 
stitution »of  the  State,  but  as  a  contract  between 
the  State  of  Virginia  and  the  State -of  Kentucky* 
Whether  this  act  of  the  Virginia  Legislature  can 
be  denominated  a  contract,  within  the  meaning 
and  purview,  of  the  tenth  section  of  the  first  arti- 
cle of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  which 
prohibits  ."  a  State  from  passing  laws  Imnairing 
the  obligation  of  contracts,"  is  h  question  I  leave 
for  others  to  decide.  It  is  not  necessary  for  my 
purpose  that  I  should  here  discuss  it.  Virginia, 
at  the  date  of  the  compact,  bad  no  statutory  pro- 
vision simlUr  to  the  occupy  tog  claimant  laws  of 
Kentucky.  She  had  not  then  felt  the  necesirity 
of  them — circamstances«ince  that  time  have  made 
it  necessary  ka  her  to  protect  the  occupaats  of  her 
land,  under  a  practice  adopted  by  her  courts,  not 
very  unlike  the  laws  of  Keptucky.  I  believe 
many  States  in  the  Union  have  been  compelled 
to  resort  to  such  laws.  As-  early  as  179o,  Ken- 
tucky commenced  her  legislation  upon  this  sub- 
ject Her  best  and  wisest  statesmen  projected 
and  approved  the  law  which  was  then  enacted. 
This  law  ')>rovides,  in  substance,  that  if  any  per* 
son  shall  peaceably,  and  in  good  faith,  seat  and 
improve  land,  to  which  he  shall  have  a  titip  de- 
rived from  the  Commonwealth,  upon  eviction 
therefrom,  by  a  paramount  title,  he  sliall  be  paid 
for  all  valuable  and  lasting  improvements  which 
he  shall  have  made  upon  the  land  before  notice  of 
the  adversary  claim,  and  subjects  the  occupant  to 
the  pay  men  t  of  rents  and  propts,  after  suit  brought ; 
apd  also  coidpels  him  to  account  for  al]  waste, 
dbc.,  eoiamitted  upon  the  land ;  and  to  pay'  for  the 
deterioration  of  soil.  Is  there  any  thing  uojust  or 
iniquitous  in  this  Uwl  .  I  answer^  o6.  I^  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  courts  of  Kentucky, 
and  was  ^acquiesced  in  by  all  classes  of  hi^r  citi- 
zens. There  was  no  mttrmuring,nb  denial  of  the 
power  in  this  State,  to  legislate  upon  the  subject, 
from  1796  to  1811  and  1812,  at  which  period  the 
act  of  1796  was  repealed,  and  that  of  1812  passed. 
Then  it  was,  for  toe  first  time,  I  belie[ve,'  made  a 
question  of  Constitutional  power  in  tbe  State. 
The  law,  however,  passed,  not  without  a  violent 
opposition,  by  a  respectable  and  intelligent  minor- 
ity, who,  I  believe,  were  governed  more  in  the 
opposition,  by  the  question  of  policy  and  expe« 
dieney,  than  Constitutional  power. 

It  is  due  Co  candor  to  state  this  law  did  not 
receive  the  sanction  of  the  Governor  of  the  State. 
It  was  suspended  for  twelve  months.  Its  princi- 
ples were  the  subject  of  free  and  fall  discussion 
beforethe  people;  and  at  the  succeeding  Le^isla*- 
ture  it  was  passed  by  a  Constitutional  majority  of 
both  branches,  the  Governor's  objiection  notwith- 
standing. 

This  latter  act  exempts  the  occupant  from  the 
payment  of  rents  and  profits,  until  after  judgment 
of  eviction  or'  decree  shall  be  pronounced  against 
him.  It  compels  the  successful  clafmant  to  pay 
the  cost  of  seating  and.  imj>roving  the  land ;  and 
moreover  provides,  that,  if  the  valuation  of  the 
inlproveme&ts  ihall  exceed  three-fourths  the  value 
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of  the  land  in  its  unimproved  state,  then  the  suc- 
cessful claimant  may  compel  the  occupant  to 
keep^theland,  and  to  pay  for  the  ^ame  the  amount 
of  valuation  fixed  by  commissioners  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  tbe  court.  These  commissioners  are  direct- 
ed to  make  the  estimates,  as  well  of  the  rents, 
profits,  add  value  of  the  land,  as  the.costs  of  seat- 
ing and  improving  the  same,  together  with  (he 
waste  and  damage  committed,  and  reduction  of 
soil.  The  report  of  these  commissioners  upon 
oath,  (seven  in  number,)  was  to  receive  the  sanc- 
tion ot  the  court,  and  to  be  made  the  basis  of  their 
judgment.  Until  the  court  had  thus  disposed  of 
the  question  of  improvements,  d&c.,  no  writ  of 
possession  could  issue  upon  the  original  judgment, 
puch  are  the  outlines  of  the  two  acts  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Kentucky,  passed  under  a  most  thor- 
ough conviction  that  she  possessed  the  power,  and 
deeply  impressed  with  the  belief,  that  they  were 
demanded  by  the  condition  of  the  country. 

And}  whatever  may  have  been  said  about  the 
infraction  of  Constitutional  law,  the  purity  of  the 
motives  of  the  Legisla{ure  who  passed,  and  the 
judges  who  approved  their  adoption,  has  never 
been,  cannot  be,  questioned,  it  requires  the  efforts 
of  refined  legal  subtilty  to  demonstrate  clearly  the 
ttoconstituiionality  of  those  laws.  The'  eighth 
section  of  the  compact  permits  the  Legislature  of 
Kentucky,  after  six  years,  to  subject  the  lands  of 
non-resident  proprietors  to  forfeiture  for  oon-culti- 
Tation.  From  this  clause  it  seems  a  milder  power 
might  be  inferred — one  of  less  magnitude — a  pow- 
er which,  by  its  exercise,  s^ves  to  the  non-residenf 
his  land  from  forfeiture  for  non-cultivation,  by  re- 
quiring him  to  pay  the  meritorious  occupant  for 
doing  that  which  ihe  State  had  a  right  to  compel 
him  to  do,  viz :  the  improvement  of  his  land 
within  her  territory.  The  delay  incident  to  the 
investigation  and  trial  of  a  land  cause,  (to  say 
nothing  of  the  designed  procrastination  of  it  by 
the  artful  claimants,  with  a  view  to  swell  the 
item  of  rents  on  the  final  account,)  furnished  a 
Tery  just  reason  for  a  change  or  repeal  of  the  act 
of  1796. 

Suits  have  lingered  upon  thedockeU  for  twenty 
years,  and,  in  some  instances,  longer.  Under  the 
act  of  1796,  the  occupant  was  charged  with  the 
reiits  after  the  coromendement  of  the  suit ;  and 
it  not  unfrequently  happened  that,  after  losing 
his  hoipe,  and  his  labor  of  twenty  years,  he  was 
ruined  by  a  demand  for  rents  of  land  which  he 
believed  to  be  his  own.  It  was  thought  the  act  of 
1796  was  defective  in  other  respects.  sThe  num- 
ber of  suits  was  continually  increasing,  and  the 
occupants  not  only  feared  the  loss  of  their  lands 
and^  improvements,  but  ruin  by  a  claim  for  back 
rents.  The  gradual  improvement  of  the  country 
was  consequently  retarded. 

I  have  been  thus  particular,  Mr.  Chairman, 
(and,  I  fear,  tedious,)  m  order  that  the  Committee 
and  the  public  shall  understand  the  nature  and 
character  of  those  laws.  I  am  anxious  that  the 
councils  of  my  State  shall  be  acquitted  of  all  im- 
purity of  motive^ 

If  I  have  given  you  a  correct  history  and  char- 
acter of  these  laws,  (and  I  believe  I  have,)  you 


will  acknowledge  that  Kentucky  ought  to  feel  on 
this  subject ;  and  she  has,  through  her  Legislature^ 
expressed  that  feeling  to  the  nation. 

Not  long  after  th^  passage  of  the  act  of  1812, 
its  validity  was  questioned  in  the  appellate  court 
of  the  State.  The  fudges  of  that  court,  men  of 
intelligence,  and  who,  as  jurists,  would  not  be 
shaded  in  a  comparison  with  the  justices  of  the 
Supreme  or  any  court,  decided,  not  by  a  minority, 
but  by  the  undivided  opinion  of  the  whole  court, 
^hat  the  Legislature  had  the  power  to  pass  the  law 
of  1812. 

This  decision,  supported  by  reasons  irresistible, 
the  Supreme  Court,  (although  the  book  which 
contained  it,  was  in  the  Library  of  Congress,  to 
which  they  had  unlimited  access,)  say  they  ^  ham 
not  luid  an  opporttmUy  of  examining  U."  It  was  not 
my  purpose,  nor  is  it  required  of  me,  by  the  na- 
ture of  the  preposition  on  your  table,  to  maintaia 
the  validity  of  those  laws ;  nor  will  I  indulge^ an 
uncharitable  opinion  of  those  whose  interest  or 
duty  it  was  to  contest  them.  I  am  only  anxious 
to  evince  to  the  Committee  their  importance,  aad 
to  satisfy  them  they  were  not  the  eaacttnents  of 
hasty  and  inconsiderate  legislation,  but  the  pro- 
ductions of  soberness  and  reason,  dictated  by  a 
sound  policy,  imperiously  demanded  by  necessity, 
and  approved  by  -the  judgments,  not  only  of  the 
people,  but  the  Legislature  and  the  courts  of  the 
State.  When  laws  of  so  much  importance  to  the 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  a  State,  sanctioned 
oy  successive  Legislatures  and  courts,  consisting 
of  judges  of  great  talents,  shall  haf  e  been  pros- 
trated by  the  opinion  of  three  justices,  however 
learned  and  dignified,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
States  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  organ- 
izing that  court  that  more  security  siiail  be  given 
to  their  respective  rights.  The  opinion  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of  Green  and  Biddle 
mav  be  correct;  it  is,  nevertheless,  unsatisfactory 
anci  afflicting  to  n^y  constituents ;  nay,  sir,  to  the 
whole  State — ^unsatisfactory,  because  ft  is  the 
opinion  of  a  minority  of  the  members  of  the  court, 
without  the  aid  of  its  A«id,  opposed  to  the  opinion 
of  the  Legislature,  and  the  inferior  and  superior 
courts  of  the  State ;  afllicting,  because  the  char- 
acter of  the  State  has  been  traduced— not  by  tbe 
court,  but  by  those  who,  like  the  justices,  were  un« 
acquainted  with  the  real  condition  and  character 
of  the  people  for  whose  safety  and  protection  these 
laws  were  enacted.  I  will  not  contend,  as  some 
have  done,  (hat  the  case  of  Green  and  Biddle  was 
not  legitimately  before  the  court,  nor  that  it  was 
an  act  of  usurpation  in  the  court  to  hare  assumed 
jurisdiction  of  the  cause.  The  outetion  involriog 
the  validity  of  these  laws  was  fairly  presented  to 
the  court  for  its^  decision.  I  admit  the  right  and 
the  power  of  the  Judiciary  to  decide  upon  Consti- 
tutional questions;  fl^d,  when  fairly  presented,  it  be- 
comes their  duty  to  decide  them  upon  their  Consti- 
tutional responsibility.  I  am  desirous,  therefore, 
that,  whenever  the  occasion  arises  for  the  exercise 
of  this  high  and  important  power  by  the  Judiciary, 
it  shall  be  exercised  in  the  modaXest  calcoJated 
to  administer  justice,  and  inspire  confidence  in 
the  public  mind.     What  better  mode  can  yoa 
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adopt,  combining  these  t^o  great  objects, .  than 
the  one  suggested  by  the  resolutions  offered  by  my 
colleague  ? 

The  prostration  of  those  laws,  so  indispensable 
to  the  prosperity  bf  the  State :  laws  which  secured 
to  the  industrious  occupant,  should  he  be  unhoused 
by  a  better  title,  an  indemnity  for  his  labor  be- 
stowed upon  the  land ;  and  of  a  policy,  existing 
for  twenty-five  yekrs,  sanctioned  by  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  Legislature ;  appiroved  and  sustained 
by  the  unanimous  decisions  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  State ;  made  the  basis  of  numerous  com- 
promises and  contracts,  was  well  calculated  to 
produce  a  shock  in  public  feeling,  and  to  call  forth 
the  almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  whole  State, 
against  the  correctneas  of  the  opinion  of  the  three 
justices  of  the  supreme  court; 

I  have  said,  the  pow'er  to  decide  upon  Constitu- 
tional questions,  involving  the  validityof  the  laws 
Or  constitution  of  a  State,  appertain  to  this  cour(. 
Yes,  sir,  they  have  the  power,  not  only  to  fritter 
down  the  sovereignity  of  the  State  governments, 
but  to  set  at  defiance  the  legislative  powers  of 
Congress.  It  is  necessary  that  the  power  (o  decide 
upon  Constitutional  law,  should  be  vested  in  the 
judiciary ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Representa- 
tives flif  the  people  to  watch,  with  a  vigilant  eye 
its  exercise.  I  do  not  mean  to  say,  that  the  power, 
in  this  case,  has  been  intentionally  abused.  Its 
exercise,  however,  by  a  minoritv  ol  the  court,  has 
apread  dismay  over  the  whole  State.  In  ordinary 
cases,. where  the  Legislature  may  have  trespassed 
upon  the  confines  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
encroachment  is  repelled  by  the  judiciary,  reform 
and  amendment  mav  take  place.  Was  this  the 
conditiou/of  KentucKV :  did  the  decision  leave  a 
hope  that  any  future  legislation  upon  the  subject, 
even  in  conformity  with  what  Virginiaj  since  the 
compact,  has  prescribed  for  her  own  citizens,  was 
permissible,  we  should  not  not  feel  so  sensibly  the 
effects  of  th6  opinion  of  the  court.  The  court 
deny  to  Kentucky  the  right  to  legislate  in  refer- 
ence to  this  subject.  Virginia  has  parted  with  the 
soil  and  sovereignty :  she  cannot  therefore  legis- 
late ;  nor  can  the  two  States,  by  any  alteration  of 
the  terms  of  the  compact^  (if  the  decision  be  cor- 
rect,) resume  the  power  in  themselves,  jointly  or 
separately,  to  legislate  upon  the  question  of  land 
titles,  acquired  prior  to  1792,  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

Did  Virginia  possess  the  power,  and  were  her 
statesmen  made  acquainted  with  the  real  condition 
of  those  for  whose  ben^ts  those  laws  were  passed, 
I  know  that  she  estimates  too  highly  the  blessings 
of  a  free  Government,  to  refuse  relief,  such  as  that 
extended  bv  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  to  those 
whose  lanas  w^re  lost  by  adversary  titles. 

Kentucky  has  no  hope  that  she  can  be  relieved 
by  any  act  of  Congress,  from  the  evils  which  the 
misguided  policy  of  her  parent  State  forced,  and 
the  decision  of  the  Supreihe  Court  has  riveted, 
upon  her.' 'She  must,  ^nd  she  will,  with  that 
firmness  and  patriotism  with  which  she  has  been 
hitherto  characterized,  maintain,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, her  attachment  to  the  Union,  her 
revereuce  for  tha  constituted  authorities  of  the 


Government.  She  has  never  deserted  the  General 
Government,  nor  is  she  willing  to  be  abandoned 
by  it. 

It  is  her  anxiety  for  the  pceservation  of  this 
Unionj  which  has  produced  the  memorial  on  your 
table.  She  believes  it  is  best  preserved  by  a  due 
regard  to  the  inviolability  of  State  rights;  and, 
sir,  what  does  she  ask  you  to  do  ?  To  declare, 
by  law,  that  the  solemn  act  of  the  Legislature, 
the  Constitution,  the  sound  and  settled  policy  of 
the  States,  shall  not  be  prostrated  by.  your  judi- 
ciary, which  was  once  thought  the  weakest  de- 
partment of  Government,  unless  there  shall  be  at 
least  the  concurrent  opinion  of  five  judges.  I 
would  extend  it  further,  and  say,  they  should  not 
declare  an  act  of  Congress  unconstitutional,  with- 
out such  coincidence  of  opinion.  This,  by  many, 
is  thought  not  necessary ;  and  since  I  have  re- 
flected upon  the  subject,  I  do  not  recollect  that 
they  have,  in  any  instance,  decided  against  the 
validity  of  an  act  of  Congress,  save  one,  which  re- 
quired some  unimportant  duty  to  be  performed'by 
themselves,  under  the  pension  act  I  have  thought 
it  would  be  altogether  useless  legislation,  and  this 
determination  is  strengthened  by  the  fact,  that  the 
alien  and  sedition  act  received  the  support  of  the 
Federal  judiciary.  The  doctrine  of  ^  incidental, 
resulting)  and  necessary  powers  of  Consress,"  re- 
cognised by  the  court  in  the  bank  and  other  cases, 
furnishes  us  ai^ple  security  in  the  free  exercise  of 
our  powers,  if  it  does  not  tempt  us  to  transcend 
them. 

The  ill  fate  which  has  befallen  my  State^  in  that 
court^  induced  me  to  make  some  little  examina- 
tion into  the  '*  current  of  decisions,"  where  the 
rights  of  States  were  directly  br  collaterally  drawn 
in  question ;  and,  sir,  I^find  them,  like  the  needle, 
which  always  directs  us  to  the  same  pole,  inva- 
riably tending  to  the  amplification  of  the  powers 
of  the  Genersl  Government,  and  a  corresponding 
restriction  of  State  sovereignty.  Georgia,  Penn- 
sylvania, Virginia,  New  York,  Ohio,  and  Ken- 
tucky, have  shared,  each  in  their  turn,  the  same 
fate.  I  do  not  recollect  a  single  case  before  that 
court,  in  which  the  question  of  State  ^power,  in 
confliction  with  the  supposed  powers  of  the  Gen- 
eral Grovernment,  was  involved,  whese  the  deci- 
sion has  been  in  favor  of  the  nower  claimed  by 
the  State.  I  will  not  undertake  to  say  that  the 
whole  of  these  opinions  were  wrong.  I  must  be 
permitted  to  say  that  (be  States  have  been  ex- 
tremely unfortunate  before  that  enlightened  tri- 
bunal. At  the  rate  they  have  heretofore  progress- 
ed, it  will  not  take  long  to  fritter  down  the  State 
governments  to  **  mere  petty  corporations,"  acting 
by  the  authority  and  permission  of  the  General 
Government — I  should  have  said  the  weakest  de- 
partment of  that  Government.  It  is  time  for  the 
States  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  this  state  of 
things ;  and  in  order,  at  least,  to  inspire  greater 
confidence  in  the  opinions  of  that  tribunal,  which 
shall  declare  null  and  void  their  constitutions,  and 
the  solemn  acts  of  their  legislatures,  they  should 
cause  a  greater  volume  of  intellect  to  flow  into 
the  judicial  channel.  The  powers  which  the 
Supreme  Court  possesses  tinder  the  Constitution,  tm 
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be  exercised  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  25th 
section  of  the  judiciary  act  are  tremendous ;  such 
as,  if  abused,  from  ignorance  or  by  design,  may, 
one  day  or  other,  shake  thisconfederati7e  Republic 
to  the  very  centre!  Let  us  provide,  then,  by  law, 
as  far  as  we  have  the  power,  against  the  chances 
of  such  an  event.  Is  there  any  valid  objection  to 
the  resolution  ?  Is  there  any  thing  in  them  con- 
trary to  the  theory  of  our  Government  1  Will  it 
prevent,  or  obstruct,  a  due  administration  of  jus- 
tice in  that  court  ?  I  have  not  been  able,  in  my  own 
mind,  to  anticipate  any  evil  consequences  which 
are  to  grow  out  of  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions 
offered  by  my  colleague ;  I  have  not,  as  yet,  heard 
any  opposition  suggested ;  and  I  shall  conclud^e, 
tender  the  hope  that  none  will  be  made.  At  least. 
I  shall  have  the  consolation  of  having  discharged 
m  duty  which  I  owed  to  n^  State,  whose  interest 
and  character  are  dear  to  me;  and  which,  I  re- 
gret I  have  not  been  able  to  do  in  a '  more  accept- 
able manner. 

Mr.  Triuble,  of  Kentuclty,  wanted  to  say  a 
few  words,  and  would  detain  the  Committee  only 
a  few  minutes.  He  thought  th^  subject  might  be 
placed  in  a  new  aspect,  as  important  as  any  that 
had  been  given  to  it.  What,  said  he,  is  the  ques- 
tion; and  .how  does  it  come  before  us?  A  com- 
Sict  exists  between  the  States  of  Virginia  and 
entucky.  A  citizen  of  Kentucky,  holding  a 
title  to  land  there  under  the  laws  of  Virginia,  or 
a  non-resident  (say  a  citizen  of  Virffinia)  holding, 
in  like  manner,  a  litle  to  lands  in  Kentucky,  de- 
rived from  the  laws  of  Virginia  or  Kentucky, 
brings  an  action  at  law  or  suit  in  chancery  for  the 
land,  and  obtains  a  judgment  or  decree  in  his 
favor,  under  which  he  is  put  in  possession  of  his 
riffht.  The  occupant,  who  was  sued,  holds  a  title 
of  record  for  the  same  land,  derived  under  the 
same  code  of  laws,  which  title  he  exhibits  to  the 
court,  and  thereupon  demands  payment  for  the 
Talue  of  .the  lasting  improvements  made  by  him 
on  the  land,  and  requires  an  assessment  of  the 
value  of  those  improvements  under  the  laws  of 
Kentucky,  usually  called  the  '* Occupant  laws;" 
the  adverse  party  contests  the  right  of  the  occu- 
pant to  claim  paymentfor  his  improvements,  upon 
the  plea  that  the  Occupant  laws  are  in  violation  of 
the  compadt  between  the  two  States.  The  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  and  the  infe- 
rior courts  take  cognizartce  of  the  case  under  the 
aecond  section  of  the  third  article  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  in  which  article  we  find  the  follow- 
ing clauses,  among  others,  viz:  "The  judicial 
*  power  (of  the  United  States)  shall  extend  to  con- 


'the  same  State  claiming  lands  under  grants  of 

*  different  States,  and  between  a  State,  or  the  cit- 

*  izens  thereof,  and  foreign   States,  citizens,  or 

*  subjects."  And  thus  the  right  and  powfer  of  the 
State  of  Kentucky  to  pass  the  Occupant  laws,  and 
the  validity  of  the  laws  themselves,  are  drawn  in 
question  before  the  Supreme  Court.  Mr.  T.  re- 
ferred to  the  ease  of  Green  and  Biddle  as  an  ex- 
ample, the  details  of  which  would  be  found  in  the 


remonstrance  from  the  Legislature  of  Kentuckj. 
It  was  khown,  he  said,  that  only  four  of  theseTen 
judges  sat  in  that  case,  three  of  whom  were  of 
opinion  that  the  State  of  Kentucky  had  no  power 
to  pass  the  Occupant  laws  just  referred  to,  and 
the  other  judge  dissented ;  so  that,  in  point  offset, 
only  three  judges  concurred  in  the  opinion  declu- 
ing  those  laws  invalid.    la  this  respect  it  is  a 
question  of  State  powers  and  State  rights,  and  he 
would  like  to  know  when  and  bow  a  minority  of 
the  Supreme  Court  became  possessed  of  the  power 
to  decide  against  the  validity  of  a  State  law? 
Was  it  right  to  suffer  a  minority  of  the  court  to 
exercise  sadh  broad  powers  1   The  friends  of  State 
rights  insist  that  a  law  of  Congress  ou^ht  to  pan, 
declaring  that  no  decision  shall  be  given  bv  tbe 
court  in  such  cases^  unless  a  majority  of  all  the 
judges  shall  conour  m  it.    Ilis  own  opinion,  look- 
ing to  the  policy  of  the  question,  was,  that  the  law 
ought  to  require  a  concurrence  of  at  least  fire  of 
the  seven  judges,  if  not  all  of  them.    Would  aaf 
member  snow  him  a  solid  objection  to  tbatuQia- 
her?    Look,  said  he,  at  the  root  of  tbe  questioa: 
each  Slate  has  pleoary  power — ^legislative,  execo- 
tive,  and  judicial-rOVer  all  its  municipal  cooceria. 
The  power  of  each  is  parainount  within  its  own 
limits,  except  in  those  cases'^here  all  havebroofht 
themselves  under  Federal  subordination.    Tke 
States  grant  to  Congress  and  the  natioa  tiie  so- 
premacy  over  certain  enumerated  subjects,  and 
they  retain  the  supremacy  over  all  otber  subjects. 
Now,  suppose  the  States  to  be  yet  indepeodeot  of 
each  other,  and  foreign  to  each  other,  as  they  were 
before  the  Federation ;  how  would  two  or  more  of 
them  decide  a  dispute  between  them,  or  between 
their  citizens  ?    Exactly  as  all  sovereigns  bare 
dope,  and  are  compelled  to  do— abandon  tbe  dis- 
pute, or  settle  it  by  making  war,  or  by  reprisal^; 
to  enforce  tbe  right,  or  by  sending  ambassadors  to 
make  a  treaty  of  settlement  and  compromise;  or 
by  referring  the  matter  in  contest  to. irieadly  sov- 
ereigns as  arbitrators.     But  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  foresaw  that  Federal  and  State  r^bts 
and  powers  might  come  in  conflict  with  eacb 
other,  and  that  controversies  might  arise  between 
two  or  more  States,  or  between  a  State  and  ciu- 
zens  of  other  States,  or  between  citizens  of  difier- 
ent  States;  and  they  knew  that  the  system  of 
Federation  would    be  incomplete,  unless  sotae 
mode  could  be  devise<i  by  which  soch  dispute 
could  be  peaceably  adjusted,  because  they  most 
have  known  that  such  disputes  had  dissolved  and 
destroyed  all  the  old  confederations  of  tbe  old 
continents.    Two  modes  of  adjustment  were  $u|[- 
l^ested,  first,  to  leave  each  State  the  right  of  nam- 
mg  friendly  arbitratons  upon  each  contested  ques- 
tion as  it  should  arise ;  and,  second,  to  constitute 
a  body  of  perpetual  arbitrators.    The  first  mode 
was  ip  use  aav)ng  the  ancients,  and  the  last  wu 
once  in  use,  and  prpbably  yet  is,  among  the  Swi» 
Cantons.    It  is  the  mode  adopted  in  our  ConsU- 
tution ;  the  power  is  vested  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  its  subordinate  courts,  and  the  judges  are  con- 
stituted a  perpetual  body  of  friendly  arbitrators. 
He  called  them  friendly  arbitrators,  because  tbere 
was  ^o  magic  in  the  word  judgfi—^  judges  being 
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nothing  more  nor  less  than  friendly  referees.  The 
coort  takes  the  place  of  friendly  sovereigns,  and 
are  ngreed  upon  before-hand  to  determine  eertain 
high  disputes,  which,  if  that  pfoTision  had  been 
left  out  of  the  Constitution,  wqnld  have  been  set- 
tled by  war  or  by  treaties,  as  among"  other  sove- 
reign powers.    D\xt  the  Constitution  itself  is  in 
the  nature  of  a  treaty;  it  is  an  agreement — a  sol- 
emn compact — a  compact  of  uhion — a  perpetual 
treaty  of  union — and  tnerefore  he  thought  it  strict- 
ly proper  to  say,  that  the  States,  and  the  people 
of  the  States,  had  stipulated  and  agreed  that  the 
jud^s  of  the  Supreme  Coort  should  be  friendly 
arbitrators,  to  determine  all  controversies  arising 
in  the  class  of  cases  enumerated  in  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  third  article  of  that  instrument ;  and 
here  the  main  question  comes  forward:  How  many 
of  these  arbitrators  ought  to  concur  in  a  decision, 
where  the  validity  of  State  laws  are  disputed? 
Shall  all  concur,  or  a  bare  majority ;  or  bome  in- 
termediate number;  or  can  a  minority  decide? 
We  are  here  debating  ^he  i>roposition,  but  no  one 
Ten  tares  to  defend  the  propriety  or  policy  of  letting 
a  minority  exercise  the  power.    Shall  it  be  left  to 
a  bare  majority  ?    Can  we  deduce  asound  rule 
from  the  theory  or  practice  of  our  Gbvernroent  ? 
The  Coostitution  is  silent  on  the  subject.    It  de- 
clares that — ^^  The  judicial  power  of  the  United 
'  States  shall  be  Tested  in  one  Supreme  CoUrt, 
'  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the  Congress  may, 
'  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  establish."     The 
Federal  courts  were  established  by  the  law  of 
September,  1789,  and  that  law  enacts  that  the 
Supreme  Court  snail  consist  of  one  Chief  Justice 
and  five  Associate  Justices,  any  four  of  whom 
are  declared  to  be  a  quorum  to  do  business ;  but 
it  omits  to  say  how  man^  shall  coQcur  in  giving 
a  decision.    That  omission,  however,  was  sup- 
plied by  the  compulsive  operation  of  the  l^w :    If 
the  sir  judges  salt  in  a  cause,  three  of  them  could 
not  decide  against  a  State  Uw ;  but  if  four  of  them 
Tvere  ready  to  concur,  the  court  could  then  give 
judgment;  but  four  is  two-thirds  of  six;  and  so, 
from  (he  necessity  of  the  case,  a  State  law  was 
not  invalidated  until  two-thirds  of  all  the  jodges 
were  against  it.     If  only  five  judges  sat  in  a 
cause,  three,  being  a  majority  of  five,  could  render 
a*  decree ;  and  if  only*  four  sat,  three  of  them  most 
concur,  or  else  the  court  would  be  equally  di- 
Tided ;  and  thus  it  happened  from  necessity  that 
no  decision  could  be  made  against  a  State  law, 
unless  two-thirds  of  the  whole  court  concurred 
when  all  sat,  or  three-fifths  when  five  sat,  or  three- 
fourths  when  only  four'  sat.  And  here  he  entreated 
gentlemen  to  remark,  that  no  state  of  things  could 
possibly  occur,  in  which  a  minority  of  the  whole 
court  could  invalidate  a  law.    The  conformation 
of  the  court  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  body  to 
encroaeh  upon  State  rights-  by  the  invalidation  of 
State  laws.    By  the  act  of  February,  1807,  the 
court  is  to  consist  of  seven  judges,  but  no  further 
regulation  is  made  in  that  law,  and  of  course  four 
continued  to  be  a  quorum  to  do  business.    But  as 
three  is  a  majority  of  four,  or  of  five,  and  a  mi- 
nority of  seven,  it  is  obvious,  that  when  only  four 
or  fiTe  of  the  judges  sat  in  a  cause,  a*  minority  of 


the  body  could  invalidate  a  State  law.  The  act 
of  1807  ought  to  h^ve  directed  how  many  of  the 
judges  should  concur  upon  questions  touching 
State  rights,  but  it  was  then  neglected,  and  Con- 
gress is  now  called  upon  to  supply  the  omission. 
Shall  we  leave  the  court  to  regulate  itself,  or  shall 
it  be  put  "under  such  regulations  as  the  C/ongress 
shall  make.''  How  shall  we  find  a  role?  By 
analogy,  bv  looking  into  the  theorj  and  practice 
of  the  Feoeral  Government  and  tae  State  Gov-^ 
ernments,  by  consulting  the  reason  of  the  thing, 
by  following  the  dictates  of  sound  policy. 

By  analogy :  State  power  and  State  rights  artf 
put  in  question,  and  therefone  the  case  of  two  sove- 
reigns, referrio§[  a  matter  in  controversy  to  other 
friendly  sovereigns,  bears  a  close  analogy.  It 
would  be  called,  at  the  bar  of  the  court,  a  case  in 
point;  and  yet  there  is  not  a  case  to  be  found  in 
all  the  books  of  international  law,  wherein  three 
or  more  friendly  ;M)vereijgns  have  decided  a  dis- 
pute referred  to  them,  unless  all  of  them  concurred 
m^  the  opinion.  In  such  cases,  an  award  by  a 
minority,  or  a  bare  majority,  would  be  pronounced 
as  an  outrage  upon  the  parties  making  the  sub- 
mission. No  soverei^  would  submit,  and  no 
nation  ought  to  submit,  to  an  umpire  of  minor- 
ities. Mr.  T.  again  asserted,  that  by  our  own 
Constitution,  the  judges  are  put  in  the  place  of 
friendly  sovereigns,  acting  as  referees  oetween 
sovereigns,  so  iar^  at  least,  as  State  rights  and 
State  laws  are  drawn  in  question  before  them, 
and  that,  therefore,  they  ought  to  govern  theiQ- 
selves  by  the  rules  and  usages  adopted  by  those 
who  arbitrate  between  sovereigns.  These  rules 
would  require  a  concurrence  of  ail  the  judges,  and 
he  thought  it  quite  probable  that  the  time  would 
come,  when  those  rules  would  have  to  be  adopted. 
Take  the  case  of  a  reference  in  court,  to,  three  ar- 
bitrators, by  consent  of  parties;  all  of  them  must 
concur  in  the  award,  unless  the  order  of  reference 
specially  declares,  that  any  two  of  the  number 
may  decide  the  matter.  From  this,  and  similar 
cases,  he  argued,  that  all  analogies  required  a 
concurrence  of  the  whole  body  of  judges  or  arbi- 
trators. In  air  the  State  constitutions,  there  are 
clauses  declaring  what  number  of  members  shall 
form'  a  quorum  to  do  business  in  the  legislative 
body;  and  why?  Because  it  is  generally  under- 
stood that,  Without  such  a  clause,  none  of  the 
members  could  rightfully  act  until  ^11  were  prev- 
ent. A  similar  clause,  h6  said,  wDuld  be  found  ia 
the  Federal  Constitution. 

But  again :  in  all  the  IStates,  without  exception, 
if  a  court  is  constituted  of  three  or  more  judgei^ 
we  shall  find  a  law  declaring  how  many  of  the 
judges  shall  form  a  quorum  to  do  business :  and 
whv  ?  Because  it  is  believed  every  where,  thaL 
Witnout  such  a  regulation,  no  cause  could  be  hcfara 
unless  all  the  judges  were  on  the  bench.  Tha 
rule  of  quorums  is  sometimes  found  in  the  consti- 
tution of  the  State,  as  in  Ohio;  but  is  generally 
found  in  the  State  laws.  And  in  the  case  befbre 
the  Committee,  the  Congress  of  1789  must  have 
held  the  same  opinion,  or  else„  why  enact  that 
four  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  should  be  a  quo- 
rum?   In  fact,  said  ne,  we  find 'the  general  prin- 
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ciple  every  where,  and  ia  all  the  departments  of 
our  Federal  and  State  Governments.  And  all  the 
exceptions  to  it  appear  to  have  grown  up  under 
special  provisions.  This  much  at lea^  was  clearly 
true  as  to  all  our  Judical  departments;  first,  that 
the  body  cannot  fractionize  its  integral  powers ; 
second,  that  its  power  of  action  belongs  to  its  inte- 
ger, and  not  to  fractions  of  it,  unless  the  law  has 
so  provided;  and,  third,  that  there  is  no  judicial 
us^ge  to  justify  this  alarming  arrogation  of  power 
by  enormities,  more  especially  as  all  the  excep- 
tions are  found  to  rest  upon  special  reasons,  which 
pnly  fortify  the  general  principle.  It  is  true  that 
our  system  operates  upon  majorities  generally; 
and  yet  we  often  find  departure  from  that  princi- 
ple ;  not  in  behalf  of  minorities,  but  always  In  fa- 
Tor  of  augmented  majorities  approximating  unan- 
imous concurrence.  For  instance,  -  the  Federal 
Constitution  cannot  be  amended  unless  thre^- 
fourths  of  the  States  concur.  Now,  it  is  known 
to  every  one,  that  the  construction  of  the  judges 
is  the  true  reading  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
person  and  property  of  every  citizen  must  stajnd 
or  fall  by  it.  But  these  constructions  are  in  the 
nature  or  explanatory  amendments ;  and  surely,  if 
less  than  three-fourths  of  the  States  cannot  amend 
the  Constitution,  less  than  three-fourths  of  the 
judges  ought  not  to  construe  it.  .The  analogy,  as 
It  struck  him,  was  too  close  to  be  resisted.  Simi- 
lar provisions  were  to  be  found  in  theBtate  con- 
stitutions, and  if  any  of  the  States  have  allowed  a 
minority  of  their  own  judges  to  invalidate  their 
own  laws,  that  was  their  own  affair;  and  it  did 
not  thence  follow,  that  the  same  State  ought  to 
permit  a  minority  of  the  Federal  Court  to  send  a 
mandate  into  its  territory,  abrogating  its  munici- 
pal laws  and  State  regulatfons.  There  was  one 
question  which  he  would  barely  state,  but  not  dis- 
cuss, because  it  was  too  grave  to  be  lightly  con- 
sidered. Can  a  minority  of  the  Supreme  Court 
render  a  judgment  or  decree  abrogating  State 
laws?  Is  such  a  judgment  obligatory  on  the 
States,  or  is  it  not  a  dead  letter  in  law  ?  Are  a 
|ninorit3r  of  the  judges  legally  competent  to  rendet* 
^uch  a  judgment  or  decree?  He  had  no  doubt 
that  this  ouestion  would  be  made  before  long  at 
the  bar  ot  the  court..  In  his  opinion,  the  court 
ought  theraselxes  to  have  settled  it,  when  they,  for 
the  first  time,  gave  a  decision  against  the  yalidity 
Cff  State  laws. 

As  a  mattef  of  policy :  Was  it  safe  and  fitting 
that  a  State  law  should  be  vacated  by  less  than 
five  judges  out  of  seven  ?  If  it  could  be  shown, 
that,  according  to  juridical  usa^e,  a  court  has  the 
power  of  declaring  that  a  majority  of  its  body 
should  be  a  quorum,  and  that  a  majoritj^  of  that 
quorum  may  determine  ordinary  cases,  it  wou)d 
not  follow,  in  his  opinion,  that  the  Supreme  Court 
ought  to  arrogate  such  power.  That  court  sits 
in  judgment  upon  a  class  of  cases,  such  as  were 
never  submilted  to  the  arbitration  of  any  judicial 
tribunal.  It  is  invested  with  higher  powers  than 
were  ever  before  cojiferred  upon  any  judicial  insti- 
tution. It  may  vacate  a  treaty  made  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  nations;  it  may  inval- 
idate a  compact  or  treaty  made  between  tne  Gen-^ 


eral  Government  and  one  or  more  of  the  States; 
it  may  vacate  a  compact  or  treaty  between  two 
or  more  States;  it  may  invalidate  a  law  of  Con- 
gress; it  may  vacate  a  State  constitution,  or  aDool 
one  or  more  of  its  clauses ;  it  may  invalidate  a 
State  law,  or  annul  and  reverse  the  jadgments 
and  decrees  of  the  highest  judicial  authorities  of 
the  States !  And  these  are  only  a  pArt  of  the 
extraordinary  powers  with  which  it  is  clothed, 
over  and  above  the  ordinary  powers  vested  ina  coort 
of  justice.  It  is  in  fact  a  political  body,  invested 
with  hPgh  ^litical  powers  and  functions.  Iiis  a 
perpetual  arbiter  between  political  bodies — between 
sovereign  powers.  Was  there  no  danger  in  suf- 
fering a  minority  or  a  bare  majority  of  sach  a  bodf 
to  decide  such  grave  and  solemn  controversies 
between  such  parties  7  Suppose  this  Committee 
was  now  sitting  as  a  Convention  to  frame  the 
Constitution,  and,  after  vesting  the  Supreme  Court 
with  those  high  .powers,  under  the  name  of /urn- 
diction  ;  let  us  imagine  that  some  member  has 
offered  a  proposition  to  permit  a  minority  or  a  bare 
majority  of  the  court  to  pass  judgment  on  these 
great  questions,  involving  taatter  of  such  deep 
concernment  to  the  States,<-^would  any  memba 
of  this  House  vote  for  the  proposition?  He 
thought  him^lf  justified  in  saying  that  no  one 
would  venture  to  give  it  his  sanction.  The  last 
thing  a  free  people  ought  to  surrender,  should  be 
the  power  of  making  their  own  laws;  and, next 
to  that,  the  power  of  repealing  them.  A  State 
makes  a  dangerous  grant  of  power,  when  it  girei 
another  body  the  power  of  annulling  and  vacating 
its  own  laws  against  its  own  consent.  Such  a 
power  ought  to  have  strong  checks  upon  it.  A 
bare  majority  is  not  a  sumcient  counter-^uard. 
The  concurrence  of  fivesevenths  ought  to  be  re- 
quired, and  entire  unanimity  would  perhaps  be  still 
better.  A  court  ought  to  do  justice ;  and  next  to 
that  comes  the  policy  of  giving  general  satisfac- 
tion, if  it  can  do  so  and  do  right  But  the  Su- 
preme Court  will  never  be  aljfe  to  give  general 
satisfaction,  so  long  as  it  allows  a  minority  of  iU 
body  to  abrogate  State  laws.  Such  thi/igs  migbt 
be  tolerated  by  good  men,  in  peaceful  times;  rat 
among  bad  men,  and  in  bad  times,  no  one  ought 
to  be  held  responsible  for  the  consequences. 

Mr.  T.  insisted  that  all  the  States  had  an  equal 
interest  in  the  propositioii  before  the  Commiiti^- 
The  case  of  Green  and  Biddle  had  been  fuUjT 
explained  by  his  colleagues ;  and  he  would  only 
add  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  judges  did  not  under- 
stand the  cause,  or  the  points  involved  in  it;  and 
that  the  decision  was  not  sound  law.  He  did  not 
think  that  anv  five  of  the  judges  could  be  brought 
\o  concur  in  that  opinion ;  and  (waiving  the  pride 
of  consistency)  he  did  not  believe  that  the  same 
judges  would' again  concur  in  it ;  he  was  sure,  that 
among  first-rate  judges  upon  any  State  bench  4 
different  decision  would  have  been  given.  Wait- 
ing the  question  of  sheer  law,  ajid  keeping  a  sin- 
gle eye  to.  the  justice  of  the  matter,  he  had  as  yet 
met  with  no  man  who  condemned  the  Kentucky 
acts  of  Assembly,  after  fully  uodersunding  than; 
and  in  his  opinion  it  would  be  easy  to  show  that, 
under  all  circumslauceS|  tha  State  had  acted  wiiA 
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a  degree  of  liberality  and  forbearance  towards 
non-resident  landholders  which  ought  to  command 
the  respect  of  all  enlightened  statesmen.  He  knew 
that  contrary  impressions  had  been  made  by  land 
speculators  and  their  advocates  upon  persons  un- 
acquainted with  the  situation  of  the  country;  apd 
it  w;as  a  duty  which  the  State  owed  to  itself,  as 
a  member  of  the  Union,  to  vindicate  the'  moral 
justice  of  its  laws  Against  the  unjust  aspersions 
thrown  upon  them.  But  as  the  Conunittee  did 
not  then  wish  to  pursue  that  branch  of  the  inguirv 
any  further,  he  would  reserve  what  he  had  intena- 
ed  to  say  uniil  some  one  should  arraign  those  laws 
as  flnjust  in  principle;  if^  indeed,  anv  one  could 
be  found  possessing  tetnerity  enough  to  do  so. 
He  hoped  that  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  (Mr.  Forsyth)  would  be 
rejected,  and  that  the. blank  in  the  resolution  would 
be  filled  with  the  number ;liw. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim ,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


ToEsoAY,  May  4. 

Mr.  Crowninshield,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  ^Ifiairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the'  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Shields,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  the  bill  wa«  committed  te  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  froix)  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  an  anravorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Lewis  Dolive,  and  others,  inhabitants  of 
Mobile,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  for  compensar 
tioa  for  cattle  taken  for  public  use  in  the  late 
war;  which 'report  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
relief  to  certain  purchasers  of  public  lands  lying 
between  Ludlow's  and  Roberts's  lines,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  to  authorize  the  Pi-esident  of  the  United 
States  to  enter  into  certain  negotiations  relative 
to  lands  located  under  Virginia  Military  War- 
rants, lyidg  between  the  said  lines;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
Uble. 

Mr.  Webster  submitted  the  fbllowin|f  reso* 
lotion : 

Reioivtd,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
that,  in  all  suits  now  pending,  or  which  may  hereafter 
be  pending   in  the   Supremo   Court  of  the  United 
States,  where  is  drawn  in  question  the  validity  of  any 
treaty,  or  statute  of  a  State,  or  the  conslitation  there- 
of, or  of  any  authority  eiercised  under  any  State,  on 
the  ground  of  repugnancy  to  the  Constitution,  treaties, 
orlaws^of  the  United  States,  no  judgnlent  shall  be  pro- 
nounced or  rendered  until  a  majority  of  all  the  jastices 
of  said  court,  legally  competent  to  sit  in  the  cause,  shall 
eoDcur  in  the  opinion,  either  in  favor  of  or  against  the 
validity  thereof;   and,  until  such  coricurreace,  such 
aiiit  shall  be  continued  under  advisement :  Provided, 
however^  That  said  court  should  not,  by  such  provis- 
ion, be  prevented  from  rendering  judgment  in  any 
sQch  suit  when  it  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  final 
adjudication  of  the  merits  thereof  did  not  require  the 


decision  ef  such  Cgnstitntional  or  legal  question  as 
aforesaid. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  committed  to  Aie, 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  House  took  up 
the  bill  "concerning  invalid  pensioners,"  with 
the  Senate's  amendment,  (strikmg  out  the  names 
of  a  part  of  the  pensioners.)  Some  conversation 
took  place  between  Messrs.  Little,  Culpeper^ 
Caoy,  and.TsACY.  Mr.  Caoy  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the.  table;  which  was  negatived. 

On  motionof  Mr.  Little, the  House  disagreed 
to  so  much  of  the  Senate's  amei^dment  as  strikes 
out  the  names  of  the  pensioners'  at  first  included 
in  the  bill,  with  the  exception  of  the  names  of 
Sutton,  Lord,  and  Zimmerman. 

Mr.  Owen,  of  Alabama,  advocated  the  case  of 
Sutton ;  Mr.  Longfellow,  that  of  Lord ;  and  Mr. 
CioY,  that  of  Zimmerman*— pensioners  included 
in  the  Senate's  amendment. 

On  the  question  of  agreeing  with  the  Senate  to 
strike  out  the  name  of  £benezer  Lord,  there  were 
69  ayes,  and  nqes  58;  so'  his  name  was  stricken 
out. 

The  questions  on  Sutton  and  Zimmerman  were 
also  decided  in  the  affirmative;  and  their  names 
were  agreed  to  be  stricken  out. 

The  engrossed  bill  "for  the  relief  of  the  heira 
of  Miguel  de  Esdava,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

DEAP  AND  DUMB  ASYLUM. 

Mr.  MooRB,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  memorial  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
institution  'for  jthe  instruction  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  made  a  report  on 
the  said, memorial,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the 
benefit  of  the  said  institution ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

Yaur  oommittea  entered  upon  the  investigation  of 
the  sulijeet  referred  to  them,  deeply  impremed  witll 
the  eoBvtctioa  tlnU  the  great  object  of  human  legisla- 
tion is  to  promote  the  bappinese,  as  welt  as  the  security 
of  the  species.    Its  legitimate  sphere  extends  bejiond 
the  erection  of  fortresses,  the  creation  of  military  and    % 
naval  armaments,  fiscal  arrangements,  the  punishment 
of  public  crime,  and  the  reward  of  public  virtue ;  and 
it  \%f  when  it  interposes  its  benignant  power  in  behalf 
of  those  domestic  institutions,  which  are -formed*  to 
alleviate  the  ills  which  originate  in  the  infirmity  of  oar 
nature,   that  its  advantages  are  most  generally  felt 
and  acknowledged  by  the  mass  of  society.     In  the  in- 
fancy of  nations,  indeed,  institations  of  this  chkradsr 
are  so  limited  in  numtier  and  extent,  as  to  claim  but 
little  attention,  because  the  necessity  of  them  is  leas 
obvious  and'  imperative.   .  But,  as  wealth,  refinement, 
and  popnlation  increase,  bringing  in  their  train  a  mel- 
anefaoly  series  of  oasnaltias  and  anomalies,  the  neoss- 
sity  of  some  provision  for  human  infirmity  twcomes 
more  apparent,  and  ehaaty  finds  a  rapidly  expanding 
area,  in  which  she  may  exercise  her  godlike  propensi- 
ties.    For  evidence  of  this  troth,  we  may  appeal  to 
the  tt^jversal  history  of  civilized  nations,  as  well  as  to 
the  annals  of  those  Stales  of  our  Commonwealth, 
which  have  made  the  most  rapid  progress  in  popula* 
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tioo.  If  initl^QtioiMi,  preciaelj  aimilmr  to  tbtt  to  wMch 
tli«  attention  of  joor  committee  has  been  called»are  ieii 
numerous,  and  of  more  recent  origin,  than  otber  recep- 
tacles of  human  misfortune,  these  circumstances  may 
be  attributed,  partly,  to  the  relative  paucity  of  cases, 
partly  to  an  amiable  weakness;  which  hfts  prevented 
parents  from  banishing  their  children,  thus  affected, 
from  tho  chdering  comforts  and  endearment^  of.  home 
and  kindred,  and  partly  to  the  incredulity  which  has 
•0  long  prevailed  on  the  subject  of  any  efiectual  alle- 
viation which  the  skill  of  nan  could  devise  and  apply. 
The  influencto  of  these  causes  has,  however,  been,  for 
some  time,  dii^iniihing.  The  fame  of  the  philan- 
thropic Abb^  da  L'£p^  has  reached  the  utmost 
limits  of  the  civilized  world,  and  humanity  triumphs 
Itt  the  conviction  that,  even  in  cases  which  come  so 
Mtirely  bpme  to  the  '<  bosoms  and  business''  of  mlin- 
kiodf  the  imperfections  of  our  nature  may  be,  in  some 
^gree  at  least,  corrected  by  the  skill  and  perseverance 
of  soience  and  of  art.  Bhtertaioing  these  general 
▼iewS)  your  committee  admit  neither  dilBculty  nor 
hesitation,  in  applying  them  to  the  case  which  has 
been  relbiTed  to  their  consideration. 

The  Kentucky  institution  for  the  tuition  of  the 
deafand'dumb,  appears  to  your  committee  to  have 
strong  claims  on  the  protecting  benevolence  of  Con- 
gress. It  is  the  only  institution  of  the  kind  existing 
in  all  that  vast  and  ^rtile  range  of  country  which  lies 
west  of  the  Alleghany  chain  of  mountains.  Institu- 
tions of  this  description,  can  never,  for  reasons  which 
w»  deem  juffioiently  obvious,  become  so  genisral,  oven 
ift  the  diminisbed  ratio  of  the  number  of  persons  for 
whose  benefit  they  are  founded^  as  those  which  have 
£>r  their  object  the  instruction  of  the  more  favored, 
and,  happily,  far  more  numerous  portion  of  our  spe- 
cias.  Your  committee,  therefoi^e,  believe,  that  the 
National  Legislature  would  pursue  a  wise  pplicy  in 
adopting  as  its  own,  and.  cherishing  by  its  protecting 
care,  a  few  establishments  of  this  kind,  already  in  suc- 
cessful operation.  Applications  have  already  been 
made  for  the  admission  of  pupils,  from  many  of  the 
circumjacent  States  $  nor  have  such  applications  been 
ttade  in  vain.  Kentucky,  forgetting  her  inability,  in 
the  seal  and  fervor  of  her  philanthropy,  hai  plaeed'the 
tuJortODale  eons  of  her  siater  States  upon  an  equal 
Iboling  with  her  own.  The  aid  salicited  by  dw  psti- 
tionars  is  n  boon  aaked,  net  lor  a  sing i#  member  of  Um 
Ooolederacy,  but  for  a  whole  section  of  country  rapidly 
inor«ising  to  population  and  resources,  and  justly  en« 
titled  to  the  attention  of  Congress.  The  deaf  and 
dumb  asyium  wiss  incorporated  and  endowed  by  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  in  18SS,  and  went  into  op- 
erataoiL  in  the  Spring  ctf  the  following  year.  At  the 
•kte  session  of  that  body,  a  most.respeotable  commit* 
-toe,  composed  of  two  members  of  the  Senate,  and  foUr 
of  the  House  of  Representatavea,  was  appointed  to 
vMt  and  ezamina  the  institution.  In  thetr  report  they 
«9**that  they  remaned  in  Danville,  and  visited  the 
•i^kim  on  two  auoeeasivo  days,  ftnd  were  greatly  grati- 
fied in  vvitnesaing  the  .progress  made  by  the  pupils, 
trfaoae  facility  and  oorrectaess  in*  comprehending  ihe 
aigns  made  by  the  teachef,  and  in  expressing  their 
idatia,  exceeded  afty  thing  that  oonld  have  been  anti* 
eipated  by  (he  most  sanguine  friends  of  tho  institution. 
All  those  who  had  been  instructed  for  four  months  in 
Ibe  asylum,  wrote  good  hands,  spelled  correctly,  dec" 
And  the  oommittee,  after  aotictng,io  the  highest  terms 
of  approbation,  the  administration  of  the  institution, 
oonclttded  by  recominendiog  it  **  to  the  continued  and 
■  eKteaded  patronage  of  the  LegishOnre.''    The  nconber 


of  pupils,  at  thai  time,  wp$  fourteen ;  five  more  wwra 
expected  in  a  few  days,  and  it  was  anticipate(>  that,  in 
the  course  of  the  present  year,  the  vvbole  would  sunoaat 
to  forty.  The  trustees  h^ve  ascertained  that  more  th*m 
one  hundred  and  thirty  pOraons  in  Kentucky  needed 
the  benefits  which  that  institution  alone  could  confer* 
and  of  these  more  than  one-third  could  receive  thena 
only  from  public  munificence.  It  is  believed  that  the 
number  of  cases  in  the  adjacent  States  will  bear  a  like 
proportion  to  their  population.  Under  these  circam' 
etances,  the  following  resolution  passed  both  Hooeae 
of  the  Kentucky  Legishiture.  "  ketohed.  That  a  re- 
spectful memorial  from  the. Legislature  be  tranemitted 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  on  behalf  oC  the 
Kentucky  Institution  for  the  tuition  of  the  deaf  am! 
dumb;  soliciting  their  attention  to  the  petition  of  the 
trustees  of  said  institution  for  the  aid  of  the  Natiooal 
Legislature."  From  some  cause,  unknown  to  ua«  thm 
memorial  (bus  ordered,  was  never  presented  bj  tlie 
committee  appointed  to  prepare  it.  Your  comouttee 
find  that  the  principle  and  policy  of  extending  relief 
to  institutions  of  this  character,  ^v^  been  reoogmaed 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  a  grant  made 
to  the  Connecticut  aaylum.  Mid  in  that  case  they  die- 
cover  a  atrong  precedent  to  justify  the  paasage  of  a 
bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Kentucky  aaylum.  They. 
therefore,  bog  leave  to  report  a  bill. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  F.  Johnson,  the  preriooa 
orders  of  the  day  w?re  dispensed  with,  (ayes  76^ 
noes  59,)  and  |he  House  went  into  Cbramittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill "  reducing*  into  one  the  sev- 
eral acts  for  establishiing  and  regulating  the  PiM 
Office  Department." 

Mr.  LoNO  offered  an  amendment,  inserting  af- 
ter the  words  "Nfilitary  post,"  the  words  ^or 
town  j"  which,  was  not  agreed  "to. 

Mr.  TucKBS,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee rise,  with  a  view  of  taking  up  (he  subject 
of  the  Beaiimarchais  claim ;  which  was  negatiyed, 
only  44  rising  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  LiTTJLB.  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "one 
fourth,"  in  the  firtt  section  of  the  Post  Office  bill, 
and  insert  '^  one  sixth,"  but,  oh  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Johnson,  modified  the  motion  to  *'one  fifth." 

Mr.  Rijf  noLPH  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  clause^  fiom  the 
19th  to  the  25th  line,  viz : 

**And  where  a  route  has  been  in  ofMralton  two 
years,  and  does  not  produce  one-fourth  of  the  ezpsDae 
incident  to  the  same,  he  ahall  discontinue  the  trmna- 
portation  of  the  mail  on  such  route,' eicept  it  be  the 
only  route  that  leadc  ib  the  aeat  of  justice  of  aoy 
county,  a  place  where  a  land  office  iseetahfiahed,  or 
an  important  military  post,  and  report  the  same  to  the 
next  session  of  Congress.*' 

He  advocated  his  motion  by  a  short  speech,. 

Mr.  Mallary  took  the  same  side,  and  Messrs. 
j^oas  ajad  Liv£Rmorb  further  advocated  the  mo- 
iion. 

Mr.  LiTTLB  then  withdrew  his  amendment  in 
favor  of  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  J.  Johnson  opposed  the  amendmenly  and 
advocated  the  retaining  of  this  clause  of  the  biU, 
which  he  insisted,  was  likely  to  produce  a  great 
saving  to  Cfovernnient,  withoat  any  serious  ioeon* 
▼enience  to  the  people. . 
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Mr.  HiMiLTON  advocBted  the  ameodment,  "imd 
COD  tended  that  the  saving  conteniplated  would  be 
a  bad  and  narrow  economy. 

Mr.  WiCKLiFFE  spoke  in  reply,  and  stated  facts 
to  show  that  the  provision  in  the  section  would  be 
wi5!e  and  salutary. 

Mejtsrs.  Saundebs  and  Livermore  followed  in 
oppositioBf. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  offered  so  toamrad  the  section 
as  not  to  make  it  imperative,  but  only  discretion- 
ary, ill  the  Postmaster  to  strike  oat  such  routes  as 
did  not  prod  ace  more  than  (yM-tic^  of  the  expense 
of  transporting  the  mail. 

Mr.  Whipple  hoped  the  section  would  be  re- 
tained, and  assigned  various  reasons  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  MAitouM  opposed  the  section  in  a  short 
speech,  and  advocated  the  amendment,  on  the 
ground  of  the  indispensable,  necessity  of  diffused 
information  in  a  free  Government. 

Mr.  laACKS  spoke  a  few  words  on  the  same  side; 
and,  the^question  being  theh  taken,  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — ayes  75,. noes  37. 

So  the  section  was  stricken  out. 

Some  farther  amendipents  were  agreed  to,  in 
respect  to  certain ,  dates  in  the  bill,  making  its 
operation  commence  three  months  later  than  at 
first. 

Mr.  Owen,  of  Alabama,  moved  a  proviao  to  the 
third  section,  in  the  following  words : 

«  Prwiiai,  That  no  postmaster  shall  be  considered 
as  in  mrrears,  until  a  rsMonabIs  time  be  mllowed  lum 
(the  poftDws'ter)  Ibr  settling  his  aeeooaW." 

Mr.  Sharpe  opposed  this  amendment  as  tmne- 
cessary,  since  postmasters  are  only  to  settle  once 
in  three  months. 

Mr»  CociCE,  also,  objected  to  it?  adoption. 

Mr.  OwEii  repliend,  and  insisted  on  the  differ- 
ence between  being  in  arrears  to  Government,  for 
want  of  an  opportunity  \o  settle,  and  being  a  de- 
faolter^  after  such  opportunity  has  been  afforded. 

Mr.  Wright  went  into  some  details  of  the  es- 
tablishment, and  suggested,  as  a  preferable  amend- 
meni,  the  following  words : 

^  Provided^  That  the  postmaster  shall  not  have  re- 
vised to  pay  anv  draft  made  upon  him  by  the  Post- 
master Generai.^^ 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  explained  that  part  of  the  bill 
proposed  to  be  amended,  and  replied  to  the  arga* 
ments  for  thoamendments» 

Mr.  Rbbd  opposed  the  whole  sectioa,  as  over 
atrict,  and  calculated  to  defeat  its  own  objeot. 

Messrs.  Whipple,  Woon,  and  BARTLBTT,spoke 
in  reply^aad  defended  the  provisions  of  the  act  in 
its  proposed  form. 

Mr.  Gazlay  suggested  anr  amendment,  which 
went  to  strike  ont  the  word  *'  arrears,"  and  insert 
a  clause  which  provides,  ''that  the  postmaster 
shall  have  neglected  either  to  traoamit  his  aecoottts 
or  to  forward  the  money  he  owes." 

Mr.  Test  suggested  another  amendment,  which 
went  to  strike  out  the  woYds  ^  is  in  arrearsr"  and 
substitute  the  words  '<  shall  not  at  the  time  be  in 
de&ulL" 

The  qttettion  was  taken  on  thisameiidnient,  and 
decided  in  the  Begative--^yes  36,  noea  76b 


Mr.  Gazlat  offered  the  following  amendment: 

**  Provided  every  postmaster  shall  execute  the  duties 
of  hu  office,  and  his  seeurities  be  holden  until  his  sac- 
eessor  be  appointed  and  qnatified/' 

Messrs.  F.  Johnson  and  Williams,  of  North 
CiCrolina,  opposed  this  amendment,  and  Mr.  Gaz- 
lat defended  it,  as  common  in  all  other  offices, 
and  necessary  in  this! 

Mr.  Bradley  opposed,  and  Mr.  Rjsed  advocated 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Whipple  replied,  and  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  moved  to  strike  out,  in  the 
4th  section,  ^'  in  a  penalty  equal  at  least  to  one 
veal's  salary^*  and  insert  '^  in  such  penalty  as  the 
Postmaster  General  shall  require;"  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKiM  moved  to  strike  out  "  eighf,'^  and 
insert ''  four,"  in  the  5th  section ;  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gazlay  opposed,  at  considerable  length,  the' 
whole  of  the  7th  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to 
amend  the  8th  section  by  inserting,  after  the  words 
"  a  free  white  person,"  thewords  "  of  not  less  than 
eighteen  years  of  age." 

Messrs.  Livermore  and  McLean,  of  Ohio,  op- 
posed, and  Mr.  Cocke  supported,  the  amend- 
ment ;  and,  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Livermore  moved  to  amend  the  12th  sec- 
tion, by  striking  out  "  one"  and  inserting  "  two." 
The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  ^tated,  at  length,  the  case  of 
the  Postmaster  at  Fredericksburg,  and  pleaded  the 
propriety  of  raising  his  salary. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  acknowledged  the  salary  to  be 
inadequate,  but  opposed  making  an  insulated  pro- 
vision, in  a  biU  ot  this  kind,  while  so  many  othec 
cases  of  a  similar  kind  might  be  ivged. 
'  Mr.  A.  Stevenson  replied,  and  quoted  priH 
visions  of  the  bill  for  the  Postmaster  at  riew 
Orleaasi  at  Wheeling,  and  other  offices.  If  it 
was  proper  in  their  case^  it  was-eqoaUy  proper  in 
this; 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbook  further  supported  his  appli-* 
cation,  and  insisted  that. the  case  of  Mr.  Gray,  the 
ppstdiaater  at  Fredericksburg,  was  a  stronger  one 
thaffi  any  other  which  could  be  produced  in  the 
whole  Ufrited  States,  and  he  challenged  such  pro- 
duction. He  read  extracts  from  the  printed  docu- 
ments in  support  of  his  position,  and  followed  them 
by  a  speech  of  considerable  length. 

Messrs.  F.  Johnson  and  Inobam  replied^  ai\d 
stated  what  had  been  attempted  towards  providing 
better  salaries  •  for  postmasters,  and  the  want  of 
success  which)  had  arisen  from  the  want  of  funds 
in  the  Department. 

Mr.  Livebmobe  opposed  the  motion,  and  eon* 
tended  that  the  compensation  wa»  fully  adequate 
to  the  labor. 

Mr.  Cocas  replied,  and  maintained  that,  eves 
with  the  proposed  addition,  the  salary  would  be 
a  miserable  pittattee  in  comparison  to  the  duties 
performed.   - 

Mr.  P.  P.  BARBOim  rejoined,  and  reiterated  and 
esieaded  the  argoments  before  advancted,  and 
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compared  the  compensatioD  of  the  Postmaster  at 
Fredericksburg  with  that  at  New  York,  Baltimore, 
and  other  Atlantic  cities. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  spoke  in  reply,  and  denied  that 
the  character  or  talents  of  the  individual  had 
any  thing  to  do  with  the  tjaestion,  except  his 
honesty.  The  duties  were  not  so  heavy  as  was 
supposed. 

Mr.  CoLP^PER  wished  to  make  some  remarks, 
and  moved  that  the  Committee  rise.  The  motion 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  CuLPBPER  then  stated  a  number  of  facts  in* 
relation  to  the  duties  of  postmasters. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  was  decided  in  the  negative — a^es  51, 
noes  68. 

After  some  other  not  important  proceedings  on 
the  bill- 
Mr.  McEiM  moved  that  the  Committee  rise, 
which  was  cartied — ayes  82.    The  Committee 
rose  accordingly,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednbsdat,  May  5. 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  dis- 
chared  from  the  consideration  of  tlie  petition  of 
William  Eaton,  and  leave  was  given  to  withdraw 
the  same. 

.Mr.  Tattnall  was  appointed  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  in  the  place  of  Thomas 
J.  Rogers,  resigned. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hezekiah  Laoffley  and 
Benjamin  M.  Belt,"  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  thereof;  and  the  bill  was  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Cocks  laid  the  following  resolution  pn  the 
table  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz  : 

Retoked,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  ley  before  this  House  at  its  next 
Mision,  a  detailecl  report  of  the  system  aad  plan 
of  ibrtifications,  at  present  contemplated  by  htm,  and 
at  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Engineers/ inclod* 
ing  the  plans  and  surveys  of  said  fortifications,  so  far 
at,  in  his  opinion,  the  same  may  be  eommunicated 
wHhoat  injury  to  the  publio  service ;  and,  also,  the 
number  and  poeition  of  the  fortifications,  heretofore 
at  any  time  erected,  or  which  are  now  erecting,  or  to 
be  erepted,  far  the  defence  of  the  ooast,  harbors,  and 
frontiers  of  the  United  States,  distinguishing  those  on 
the  seacoast  in  one  class,  and  those  on  each  frontier, 
in  like  classes,  and  including  all  the  fortifications 
which  are  to  bs  preserved,  as  part  of  the  plan  for  the 
future  defence  of  the  country :  And,  showing,  under 
proper  heads,  the  State  in  which  each  is  situated, 
when  begun,  which  of  them  are  finished,  and  when  ; 
with  the  msgnitode  of  each,'  (as  well  those  erected  be- 
fore, as  since  the  year  181&,)  the  aggregate  amount  ex- 
pended in  erecting  such  as  are  completed ;  the  amoaot 
of  repairs  since  made,  particularly  upon  those  that  were 
finisiied  prior  to  the  year  1816;  the  amount  expended 
on  those  now  erecting,  and  the  estimates  to  complete 
the  same  ;  the  number  of  guns,  of  every  description 
and  caliber,  for  each  fortification,  to  complete  its  arma- 
nrent;  the  total  cost  of  a  complete  armament  for 
each ;  the  force  required  to  garrison  each  in  tidne  of 
war ;  the  sam«  in  time  of  pjsace ;  noting  those  ac- 


tually oocupied,  and  with  what  foree ;  and  showing 
which,  and  how  many  of  tbooe  erected  prior  to  the 
year  1815,  are  found  useless  in  the  contemplated  plan 
of  defence ;  which,  and  how  manj  of  them  have  been; 
or  are  to  be,  abandoned  ;  and  the  cost  of  each  so 
abandoned,  or  to  be  abandoned  ;  distinguishing  be- 
tween the  original  cpst  and  subsequent  repairs. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  lo  author- 
ize the  issuing  of  a  register  for  the  schooner  Five 
Sisters,*'  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

REMISSION  OP  DUTIES. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  per- 
sons who  imported  goods  into  Castine  daring  the 
late  War,  was  read  a  third  (ime,  and  the  questbn 
lipon  its  passage,  gave  rise  to  some  debate. 

[The  case  oi  these  persons  is  suhstanttallv  as 
follows:  The]^  were  importers  of  British  merchan- 
dise into  Castine,  in  the  Province  of  Maine,  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  whilst  the  place  was  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  British  forces, t)n  which  they  paid 
duties  to  the  British  authorities.  When  that  port 
again  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  United  States 
at  the  close  of  the  late  war,  the  officers  of  the 
United  States  demanded  payment  of  duties  on 
the  goods  which  they  found  there,  having  been 
thus  imported.  The  importers,  to  avoid  difficulty 
in  regard  to  their  property,  gave  the  boads  re- 
quired of  them,  for  the  duties.  When  these  bonds 
became  due,  a  part  of  them,  were  paid,  and  pay- 
ment of  part  of  them  was  resisted,  and  success- 
fully resisted  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
by  whom  the  importers'  were  exonerated  from  the 
payment  of  their  bonds.  The  object  of  this  bill 
IS  to  refund  to  th^se  who  had  paid  their  bonds  the 
amount  thereof,  so  as  to  place  them  on  the  same 
footing  with  those  who  had  refused  to  pay  them, 
and  were  sustaitf ed  in  that  refusal  by  the  ooarts  of 
the  United  StatesJ     ' 

The  passage  of  the  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Cooke,  and  supported  by  Mr.  McLanb  of  Dela- 
ware, who  explained  the  principles  which  governed 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  reporting 
the  bill.  It  was  also  supported  by  Mr.  Shabpb, 
Mr.  Webstbr,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Livermors, 
and  Mr.  Lincoln  ;  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Gazlay, 
Mr.  Mallary,  Mr.  Garrison,  Mr.  ^oot  of  Con- 
necticut, Mr.  Bocc,  Mr.  \Vhh>ple.  and  Mr.  Too. 

The  ground  of  the  opposition  to  the  bill  was,  that 
the  importers  paid  to  tie  British  authorities  nom- 
inal duties  only,  and  that  greaf  part  of  the  eoods 
imported  were  transported  overland  into  the  United 
Stflites,  thus  et^ading  payment  of  duties  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  portion  found  in  store  by 
the  officers  of  the  United  States  took  a  similar 
course,  and  were  actually  the  first  goods  brought 
into  the  markets  of  the  United  States  at  tlie  close 
of  the  war. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays:  For  the  bill  89,  against 
it  86,  as  follows  : 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of 
Massachusetta,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Baylies,  Becchcr, 
Blair»  Bradley,  Brack,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cadj,  Cani<- 
breleng,  Caiisedy,  Clark, 'Gook,  Crafts^  Crowntnabieid, 
Uttlpeper,  Cuahman,  Cnihbert,  Dwinsil,  Dwigbt,  Ea- 
ton, Bdwardssf  PennsylVa&ia>Fiadli^,  Floyd,  Foota 
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of  New  York,  Forward,  Qatlin,  Hsmllton,  Hayden, 
Hay  wart],  Hemphill,  Henry,  Hobart,  Holcombe,  Hous- 
ton, Ingham,  laacka,  Kent,  Kidder,  Kremer,  LaChrop, 
Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Little,  Livermore,  Liv- 
ingaton,  liocke^  Long,  Longfellow,  McKim,  McLane 
of  Delmfrare,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mangutti,  Marvin, 
Mataon,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moo^ 
of  Alabama,  Neale,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Pattenoa  of 
Ohio»  Pluoaer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsstt,  Rankin, 
Reedy  Reynolds,  8harpe»  Sibley,  Spaight,  Bpenco, 
A.  BtaTenaon,  J.  Stephenson,  Storrs,  Stronjg,  Tattnall, 
Taylor,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tracy,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Webster,  Whittlesey^,  Williams  of 
New  York,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander  of  Vir- 
ginia, Allison,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P..  Barbour, 
J.  "S.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Back,  Backner,  Campbell' of  South  Carolina,  Camp- 
bell of  Ohio,  Cary,  Cocke,  Collins,  Condict,  Conner, 
Craig,  Day,  £ddy,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ellis, 
Foot  of  Conheeticat,  Frost,  Qarrison,  Gazlay,  CKst, 
Goriej,  Harris,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Hooka,  Jon- 
kina,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Jf.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson, 
Leiiwicb,  Letcher,  McArthoR,  McCoy,  McKean,  Mai- 
lary»  Marklay,  Martindale,  Matlack,  Metcslfe,  Mitch- 
eli  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Kentucky  ^(elsofi,  Pat* 
terapn   of   Pennsylvania,   Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Prince,  Rio'bards,  Rose,  Ross,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sloane, 
Arthur  Smith,  William  Smith,  Standefer,  Sterling, 
Stoddart,  Taliaferro,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of 
Georgia,  Tod,  Tomfinson,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Udr^,.  Vance  of  Ohio,  Vioton,    Whipple, 
Whitman,  White,  Wicktife,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
Williama  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Wilson  of  Ohio,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

So  the  bill  was  passed.^ 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  F.  Johnson,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  re- 
duce into  one  the  several  acts  establishing  and 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Mr  LiONO,  of  North  Carolina,  after  stating  some 
change  of  opinion  in  relation  to  the  vote  of  yes- 
terday^y  refusing  |o  increase  the  6ompen8ation  of 
the  Postmaster  at  Fredericksburg,  moved  a  recon- 
sideration of  that  vote. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  P.  P.  Bar- 
Bona,  Mr.  Hoobboom,  and  the  mover,  and  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Wickliffe,  of  New  York,  and  Mr. 
Gazlay^ of  Ohio,  and  decided  in  the  negative—* 
ayes  47,  noes  6L 

The  question  then  recacring  from  yesterday,  on 
a  motion  to  strike  out  the  extra  allowance  to  the 
Postmasters  at  Warrenton,  Wheeling,  and  New 
Orleans. 

Mr«  Edwards^  of  North  Carolina,  stated  the 
details  of  the  business  tran^cted  at  the  office  at 
Warrenton,  and  opposed  the  striking  out  of  so 
much  of  the  clause  as  relates  to  that  omce.   - 

Mr.  QAzlay  replied,  and  argued  against  the  al- 
lowance. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  supported  his  motion 
to  strike  out  the  whole  of  these  extra  allowances, 
00  the  eround  of  .equal  dealing  to  all  the  officers 
in  this  Kind  of  employiAent. 

Mr.  Wickliffe  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  extra 
allowance  to  the  Postmaster  at  New  Orleans. 


Mr.  Gdrlbt,  of  Louisiapa,  spoke  in  reply,  and 
cpn tended  that  this  compensation  was  reasonable 
and  iiecessary. 

Mr.  Campbgll,  of  Ohio,  took  the  same  ground 
with  Mr.  Wickliffe,  and  went  somewhat  into 
detail,  in  a  statement  of  the  facts  connected  with 
the  business  of  the  offices,  d&c. 

The  question,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edwaros, 
of  North  Carolina,  was  divided ;  and  being  on 
the  extra  allowance  for  the  pcs»  office  at  Wheel- 

ioe — 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  aboli- 
tion of  it.  Mr.  GuRLEY  argued  in  favor  of  the 
extra  compensations,  particularly  that  at  New  Or- 
leans, and  corrected  some  alleged  mistakes  in  point 
of  fact.  Mr.  Rose,  contended  that  the  postmas- 
ter at  Wheeling  was  as  much  entitled  to  the  com- 
pensation he  received  as  either  of  the  others  in 
question. 

The  question  being  then  uken  on  Mriking  oat 
each  of  these  extra  provisions,  it  was  carried 
almost  unanimously,  in  each  case,  to  strike  them 
out. 

Mr.  Sadnoerb  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  that 
part  of  the  section  which  relates  to  the  Postmaster 
at  Washington,  as  follows : 

''  Tha  Postmaster  General  is  hereby  anthori^ed  to 
allow  to  the  Postmaster  of  the  city  of  Washttigtony 
in  addition  to  the  allowanoa  made  by  thu  act,  for  post- 
age collected,  ahd  for  free  letters  received  by  him  for 
delivery,  a  commission  of  five  per  cent,  on  (he  abiount 
of  mails  distribated  at  his  office :  Provided,  neverihe- 
les8.  That  the  whole  annual  emolument  of  the  said 
postmaster,  including  the  extra  compensation  of  one 
thousand  dollars  which  is  hereby  allowed  hi(n,  shall 
be  subjected  to  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  forty- 
second  section  of  this  act." 

'  Mr.  F.  Johnson  oppposed  this  motion ;  and,  on 
the  question  being  put  upon  it,  there  were  in  the 
affirmative  65,  in  toe  negative  27. 

This  not  being  a  quorum,  the  discussion  was 
renewed  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  who  went 
into  a  calculation  to  show  that  the  effect  of  the 
motion  would  reduce  the  salary  of  the  Postmas^ 
ter  at  Washington,  from  $1,900  to  $900  per  an- 
num, whicii  he  opposed. 

Mr.  Cocke  jeplied ;  and  was  followed  by  Mr; 
Livermore,  on  the  same  side. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Foot^  of  Con- 
necticut^ to  strike  out  the  enacting  words  of  the 
bill,  which  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  a  large 
majority ;  and.  the  question  bein|^  then  taken  on 
striking  out  the  clause  last  recited,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative.  So  the  clause  was 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  add  to  the  section,  as 
now  amended,  the  folio  wing- words :  "  Whenever, 
'  in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster  General^  the 
^  compensation  allowed  by  law  is  inadequate  to 
'  the  service  required  of  htm,  (viz.  the  postmas- 
'  ter,)  he. may  make  him  such  further  allowance 
<  as  the  public  interest  may  require.'^ 

Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Ross  opposed  theameRd- 
ment,  and  it  was  rejected  by  a  large  majority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lathrop,  the  Committee 
then  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 
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Thursdat,  M«y  6. 
Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  refer- 
red, by  sundry  memorials  from  inhabitants  and 
millers,  residing  in  Virginia,  reported  a  bill  fur- 
ther to  regulate  the  iuspection  of  floor,  in  the 
county  of  Alexandria ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
ifiorrow. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled, 
"An  act  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  courts 
ih  the  District  of  Columbia,''  reported  the  same 
with  an  amendment ;  which  was  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  flouse,  and  the  amendment  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bilk  granting  a  tract  of  land 
to  the  parish  of  West  Baton  Rouge,  on  certain 
conditions ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  I^elaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the 
cases  of  Joseph  M.  White  and  William  David- 
son, of  Florida,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their 
idief ;  which  was  read  twice,  anil  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  resolution,  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Cocke, 
calling  on  the  President  for  information  in  respect 
to  the  fortifications,  was  taken  up. 

The  morer  offered  an  additional  clause  in  the 
words  following :  <<And  in  all  cases  wherein  sums 
^  of  money  hkre  been  already  expended, .  or  au- 
'  thorized  to  be  so  Expended,  the  authority  there- 
'  for,  by  refereQce  to  the  amount  and  date  of  each 
'  appropriation ;  with  a  like  reference  to  the  law 
fonder  which  ijny  of  said  works  were  erected." 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Little  objected,  that  resolutions  had  al- 
ready passed  requilciI<fi^  in  snbetanoe,  tjie  ssme 
thing  with  that  now  offered. 

Mr.  CocKB  replied,  and  explained.  It  was  de- 
■irable  to  hare  a  jfeneral  statement  of  the  whole 
mass  of  information  on  this  subject  in  one  docu- 
ment— it  could  not  now  be  procured  except  im- 
perfectly, and  in  detached  parts.  After  sotpe  far- 
ther conversation  between  Mr.  Sharpb  and  Mr. 
Foot,  oi  Ceonecticat,  theresolmion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Basbour,  byleateof  the  House,  pre^ 
aent#d  a  memorial  and  petition  of  divers  inhabit- 
ants of  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  holders  of  Virginia  military  land  warrants, 
representing  their  inability  to  locate  the  said  war- 
rants, on  lands  set  apart  for^  that  purpose  by  the 
.State  of  Virginia,  lying  between  Ludlow's  and 
Roberto's  line,  in  the  State  of  Ohio;  and  prttying 
that  other  lands  may  be  set  apart  by  the  Uni^ 
States,  to  satisfy  said  warrants ;  which  memorial 
and  petition  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  of  Accounts  al- 
low to  tt^e  Clerk  of  this  House  an  aeeount  for  an 
adequate  and  reasonable  compepsation  to  the  per- 
aoa  employed  by  him  to  prepare  an  Index  to  the 
▼olomes  containing  the  Bxecttttre  comffiomca- 


tions,  dbc,  directed  to  be  prepared,  by  a  resolo- 
tion  of  this  House,  at  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  made  a  few  obserrations  on 
the  necessityand  importance  of  taking  up.  and 
goin|^  through  this  bill,  which  has  been  already 
partially  aeted  upon ;  the  system,  extensire  and 
cumbrous,  required  several  modifications  and  im- . 
provements  which  had  been  carefully  prepared, 
after  mature  reflection,  by  the  Postmaster  Greoerai 
and  the  Committee  of  this  House,  and  he  shoold 
consider  the  vote  of  the  House^  on  §;oing  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bdl  as  indicatireof  its 
determination  to  pasa  the  bill  or  not,  at  the  present 
session. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  tbt 
bill,  (Mr.  ToMLiNSON  in  the  Chair.) 

Mr.  J[oBN90N  offered  a  substitute  to  the  19lh  aee- 
tioo ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Clay  now  rose,  and  obserred  that  a  bill  of 
sQch  great  extent,  containing  more  than  forty  see- 
tioos,  and  involying  some  new  principlesof  crimi« 
nal  law,  coald  not,  at  this  late  |>eriod  of  the  se»- 
sion,  receive  that  mature  attention  which  it  re^ 
quired.  There  was  scarcely  a  possibility  that  it 
could  pass  both  Houses  at  the  {^resent  session;  and 
it  would  only  consnme  time  peculiarly  precious* 
He  therefore  moved,  that  the  Committee  rise, 
with  an  understanding  that  leave  be  refused  to  ait 
again, 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  opposed  this  motion,  on  ae^ 
count  of  the  importance  of  the  bill,  Ac. 
.  Mr«  Clat  replied,  in  a  few  words,  and  the  qoes- 
tion  on  rising  was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative 
— ayes  76,  noes  62. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly;  and,  on  gir- 
ing  leave  to  sit  again,  there  were  ayes  70,  noes  76^ 

So  the  House  refused  leave  to  the  Committee 
to  sit  again,  and  the  bill  was  then  laid  on  the 
table. 

FLORIDA  TREATY  AWARDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLanb,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Lathrop  ia 
the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  to  authorize  the  ereatioa 
of  a  stock  to  an  amount  notexceeding^vemiUiona 
of  dollars,  to  provide  for  the  awards  of  the  Com* 
missioners  under  the  treaty  with  Spain  of  the  22d 
February,  1819." 

Mr.  McLane  explaiued  the  object  and  provi- 
sions of  this  bill.  He  went  into  an  examinatioa 
of  the  stipolations  of  the  Florida  treaty,  and  con- 
tended that  the  United  States  are  thereby  hound 
to  pay  the  whole  sum  of  hve  millions,  wbinever 
might  be  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands 
ceded.  To  do  this,  the  treaty  suggests  three  dif- 
ferent modes,  and  tne  selection  of  one  of  these  is 
a  question  of  expediency,  of  which  this  Grovera* 
ment  is  to  judge — and  he  stated  the  comparative 
advantages  of  different  modes,  and  contended  that 
that  provided  in  the  bill  is  the  most  advantageous. 
He  oDJeeted  to  the  creation  of  a  6  per  cent,  stock, 
payable  out  of  the  public  lands,  and  maintained 
that  it  would  be  a  saving  of  nearly  one  million  of 
dollars  at  once  to  pay  the  money  at  the  Treasory, 
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borrowing  ft  like  amount  at  a  rate  not  exceeding 
five  (possibljr  four)  per  cent,  per  annum.  He  of- 
fered an  amendment,  which  would  cause  the  clause 
amended  to  read  as  follows : 

•'  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is 
herebj  authorhed,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  cause  to  be  issued  and 
sold  i«  the  Bank  of  the  United  Staiee,  or  to  othere,  at 
a  bhih  not  less  than  the  par  ^alue  thereof,  certificates 
of  stock,"  fto. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  opposed  the  bill  as  premaXare — 
and  thought  it  would  be  better  to  pay  the  claim- 
ants for  spoliations  by  S|tain,  by  onesing  them 
either  stock  or  lauds  in  Florida.  Jt  would  be  bet- 
ter to  wait  for  the  report  of  the  decisions  of  the 
board  of  commissioners  before  provision  was  made 
to  pay  the  amount  of  their  awards/ 

Mr.  McLane  replied.  The  decision  referred  to 
must,  by  the  treaty,  be  rendered  in  lune  n^zu— so 
that  provision  must  now  be  made  to  meet  it. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babbour  was  of  opinion  that  the 
payment  of  the  capital  of  the  five  millions  might 
be  postponed  till  the  public  lands  were  sold ;  bat, 
that,  in  the  interim,  the  interest  must  be  paid  on 
the  amount  awarded. 

Mr..  Clat  maintained  that,  by  the  treaty,  we 
are  not  bound  to  pay  interest  on  the  capital  of  five 
million^  and  thought  it  was  premature  to  pay  it 
at  this  time.  The  mode  selected  to  discharge  the 
debt  was  the  most  onerous  of  those  pointed  out  in 
the  treaty,  and  though  something  had  been  said  of 
getting  the  money  at  four  per  cent,  he  doubted  if 
such  would  turn  out  to  be  the  fact.  If  it  could  be 
had  at  that  rate,  why  was  not  such  rate  put  down  in 
the  bill  ?  He  weot  into  a  discussion  of  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  treaty,  and  compared  the  three  op- 
tional modes  of  paying  the  money  agreed  on.  He 
difiered  from  Mr.  Babboor  in  the  optnion  that 
the  interest  must  be  paid,  whether  the  lan<^s  are 
aold  or  not.  He  thought  both  principal  and  inter- 
est were  payable  out  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  in 
Florida.  He  would  prefer  issuing  a  etock,  both 
the  principal  and  interest  of  which  should  be  par- 
able out  of  the  fund  created  by  the  sales  of  t^e 
Florida  lands.  The  saving  proposed  by  the  bill, 
between  five  and  six  per  cent,  was  deceptive.  The 
stock,  when  thrown  into  the  market,  would  not 
bring  more  than  75  ner  cent,  and  yet  must  be  paid 
at  par.  He  opposed  the  bill,  and  gave  warning 
that,  if  its  passage  were  pressed,  he  should  offer 
wsmendments,  the  efiect  of  which  should  be  lo 
make  the  stock  payable  only  out  of  the  ealea  of 
the  lands. 

Mr.  Storb9  went  into  a  history  of  the  Florida 
treaty.  He  contended  that,  by  its  provisions,  the 
Government  is  bound  to  its  citizens  to  make  satis- 
faction for  the  Spanish  spoliatitms,  as  soon  as  the 
amount  of  their  claims  shall  be  liquidated.  He, 
therefore,  thonght  Congress  had  no  moral  right  to 
leave  this  stock  unprovided  for  till  the  next  session. 
He  insisted  that  interest  on  this  stocks  most  be 
paid,  as  interest  on  all  the  other  Qovernment  stock 
IS  paid,  and  might  not  be  left  to  run  on  till  the 
lands  shall  be  sold.    He  thought  the  sooner  the 


Mr.  McLanb  rose  in  reply.  He  had  spoken  oa 
authority,  when  he  had  said  the  money  could  he 
ffot  at  lour  and  a  half  per  cent.  *  Such  an  offer 
had  actually  been  made — and  ^ve  had  b^n  isr 
serted  in  the  bill  as  a  measure  of  precaution,  to 
cover  fluctuations  in  the  money  market.  It  would 
not  be  wise  to  defer  this  payment  to  next  session: 
as  then  five  millions  of  the  war  debt  must.be  pro- 
vided for.  The  measure  now  proposed  was  not 
one  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  It 
had  been  urged  upon  the  House  by  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  McLajie  defended  t^e 
mode  now  proposed  as  only  meeting  the  spirit  and 
form  of  the  treaty  stipulation.  lie  denied  that 
the  interest  might  be  deferred.  If  it  might,  and 
should  be  so  defer red>  in  seventeen  years  the  sum 
would  be  doubled,  and  the  claimants  lose  their 
debt.  He  insisted  that  the  difference  between  the 
interest  of  four  and  a  half  and  six  per  aent.  would 
be  an  actual  saving  to  the  Government.  Suppose 
the  Florida  lands  should  not  bring  the  five  mil- 
lions, the  Government  must  make  up  the  defi- 
ciency. 

Mr.  LiYEBicoBB  contended,  .that,  if  the,  lands 
failed  to  bring  the  whole  sum,  the  Government  is 
not,  under  the  treaty,  bound  to  pav  any  more  than 
the  actual  amount  of  sales.  He  recommended 
that,  if  money  could  be  had  at  four  and  half  per 
cent,  the  bill  should  be  altered  to  that  rate^ 

The  debate  was  farther  continued  by  Mesanu 
RANKiif,  Cambbblbno,  Mallabt,  Bdchanan, 
and  Livinobton,  who  advocated,  and  by  Mr. 
Ta^vob  and  Mr.  Clay,  who  opposed  the  bill.    , 

Mr.  Tat  lob  moved  that  the  Uommtttee  rise  and 
report  progress,  with  a  view  that  leave  might  be 
refused  to  sit  again.  The  motion  was  negatived, 
ayes  69,  noes  76. 

The  debate  was  then  renewed,  by  Mr.  Fobstts, 
who  spoke  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill.' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SHABPE,the  bill  was  amended 
by  reducing  the  rate  of  interest  at  which  the  five 
millions  may  be  borrowed,  from  five  per  cent,  to 
four  and  a  half  per  cent 

Mr.  Clay  .moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to 
make  it  read — 

^  The  Beeretary  of  the  Tieasary  be,  and  he  hereby 
is»  authoriasdy  with  the  approbation  of  the  Prsri* 
dent  of  the  United  States,  te  cause  to  be  iasoad 
oertiieatea  of  stock  of  the  United  Sutes  to  any 
^ennt  net  exceeding  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dol- 
lass,  and  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cantvrii  per 
annum,  firom  the  -^-— day  of  June,  18S4,  which  stock, 
so  created,  shall  be  redeemable  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  the  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the 
aforesaid  treaty." 

Mr.  McLamb  opposed  the  amendment,  and  the 
debate  was  further  prosecuted  by  Messrs.  Clat, 
Foot,  of  Connecticut,.CALL,  REsb,  and  Abcbbb* 

The  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  ClAiT 
was  then  disagreed  to,  ayes  62,  noes  89. 

Mr.  Cocke  offered  the  following  amendment, 
which  was  adopted,  turn,  -eon, 

^  Andpnmdedj  aUa^  That,  in  alW  oaaes  where  the 
person  or  persons  in  whose  name,  or  for  whose  bene- 


debt  was  paid,  the  better,  especially  if  the  money  i.&t  and  interest,  the  aforesaid  awards  shall  be  made, 
can  be  had  on  low  terms.  I  be  in  debt  and  in  arrears  to  the  United  Sutes,  the 
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Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ehall  retain  the  aame  oat  of 
the  amount  of  the  aforesaid  awards«  in  the  first  ia- 
stanoe«  and  a  warrant  or  oerti6eate,  as  the  ease  may 
be,  shall  issue  only  for  the  balance." 

The  bill  and  amendments  having  been  read, 
were  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  F.  JoBNSoir  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  till  the  first  day  of  De- 
cember next. 

Mr.  J.  supported  his  motion  in  a  short  speech,  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it ;  but  after- 
wards withdrew  his  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  Ross  renewed  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  F. 
Johnson,  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  the  first  day  or  December  next. 

Mr.  Webster  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  knO- 
tion,  and  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  added  a  remark  on 
the  same  side  \  and  the  question  on  postponement 
was  then  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays — yeas  53,  nays  105 — as  follows : 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Beecher,  Brent, 
Brown,  Buckner>  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cocke,  Condict, 
Conner,  Garrison,  Harris,  Hayden,  Henry,  Hooks, 
Isacks,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  F.  Johnson,  Leftwich, 
Long,  Mc Arthur,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Marvin, 
Matlack,  Matsen,  Metcalfe,  Moore  9f  Kentucky,  Patter- 
■oa  of  Ohio,  Plumer  .of  PennsylTania.  Prince,  Rich- 
ards, Ross,  .  Sandford,  Sloane,  8tandefer,  Sterling, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Test,  Thompoon  of  Kentucky, 
Tod,  Tomlittson,  Trimble,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wydi, 
Whitman,-  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Woods,  and  Wright 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Ar^ 
eher,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
Bartlett,  Bessctt,  Blair,  Brack,  Buchanan,  Burleigh, 
Burton,  Cady,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  8outh  Caro- 
lina, Cary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Collins,  Crafts,  Craig,  Crown- 
inshield,  Cuipeper,  Cu«hman,  Cuthbert,  D^,  Durfee, 
Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsyl- 
▼ania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ellis,  Farrelly, 
Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York, 
Forsyth,  Frost,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley, 
Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward,  Herriek,  Holcombe, 
Houston,  Jenkins,  J.  T.  Johnson,  Lathrop,  Lawrence, 
Lee,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston,  Long- 
fellow, McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mangum,  Mal- 
kury^  Markley,  Martindale,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Penn> 
•ylvania,  Neale,  Neisoo,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen, 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire, 
Poinsett,  Rankin,  Jleed,  Sibley,  Wm.  Smith,  Speight, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  -  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Stoddard, 
Strong,  Ten  Eyek,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tracy, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance 
of  North  Carolina,  Vinton,  Webster,  Whipple,  Whit^ 
Uesey,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, Williams  of  North  Carolina,  James  Wilson, 
Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow. 


Belt,*'  reported  the  same  without  ameodmeot,  aoj 
it  was  committed  to  a  ComtnjUee  of  the  Whole: 


Fbioat,  May  7. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMB,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  recommitted 
(be  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  <*  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Uegekiah  Langley  and  Benjamin  M.    not  earry  with  H  any  State 


Mr.  Gazlat  moved  to  consider  the  resolution, 
some  days  since  offered  by  him,  io  relation  tot 
tot  in  Symmes's  patent;  which  was  carried.  The 
resolution  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Mercer  called  up  a  joint  resolution,  offerej 
long  since  by  Mr.  Van  Renbsbla^b,  (oovilk 
sent  on  leave,)  and  which  makes  prorisioo  for  iit- 
eluding  the  Capitol  aud  public  grouods  uoder  the 
police  regulations  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Cit]r 
«f  Washington. 

The  House  agreed  .to  consider  it,  and  it  wis 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to* 
morrow* 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  viz: 

A  bill  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  coarU 
in  the  District  of  Columbia ; 

A  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  i 
certain  act  of  the  State  of  Alabama ;  and 

The  engrossed  bill  further  to  regulate  tbe  io- 
spection  of  flour  in  the  county  of  Alezindni 
were  respectively  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
.^  A  communication  wa?  received  frojm  the  Poit 
Office  Department,  containing  a   statemeot  of 
contracts  made  during  the  year  past 

A  bill  from  the  Senate^  <^for  the  relief  of  Colo- 
nel William  Duane,"  was  considered,  io  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing. 

A  bill  '<  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Shields"  was 
taken  up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  reported 
to  (he  House,  and  was  then  ordered  to  lie  oa  tke 
table. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD.. 

Mr.  Hbmpbill,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  that  part  of 
the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  repairs 
of  the  Cumberland  road,  made  a  report  tfaereoo ; 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committeeof  the  Whole. 
The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  committee,  to  which  was  raferred  Ibat  ptrt  of 
the  Prexident's  Message  which  relates  10  (^  ^^^^ 
of  the  Cumberland  road,  report : 
-  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  oommittM,  the  Cos- 
grees  of  the  United  Sutes  have  eoropleto  power  to 
eaUhliah  tolls  on  the  Cumberland  road,  for  the  purpoes 
of  defrayinf  the  expense  of  future  repstn^  and  of  pie* 
viding,  by  suitable  penalties,  for  iU  proteelioa  igiioit 
future  injury.  This  right  in  Congrese  bis  been  so- 
lemnly declared  by  both  branchee  of  the  Legi«iatani 
on  several  occasions,  and  in  particular  by  the  P*'"^ 
of  a  bill  for  the  ereetion  of  toll-gates  on  this  teed, 
containing  the  usual  penaltiea,  which,  bill  P*"^ 
the  Senate  and  Hooae  of  RepresenUtivet  hij  coofld* 
erable  majoritiea.  The  principle  contained  in  the  In, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  assaned  no  State  ja* 
risdiction  ;  it  was  simply  the  tx^rtu^  of  a  V^^^]^ 
secure  the  full  enjoyment  of  a  law  of  the  UnilM 
Sutes,  which  had  been  constit,utionally  enacted.  The 
act  of  an  infringement  of  a  United  Suiee  law,  with  a 
few  exceptiona,  must  necessarily  be  committed  withu 
the  territory  of  a  State,  but  he  who  commiti  the  ofieoee 
Is  to  be  punbhable  by  the  United  States.    Thii  doei 
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Mem  to  be  ft  ponftion  inditpeDsable,  thtt,  in  order  to 
give  efficacj  to  the  lawc,  the .  General  Oovernment 
most  be  invested  with  a  power  to  protect  iti  own 
CoDstitutional  legialation. 

The  General  Government  cannot  acquire  exclueiTe 
jurisdiction,  except  over  all  placet  purchased  by  the 
consent  of  the'  Ij^gislature  of  the  State  in  which  the 
same  shall  be,  for  the  er^tion  of  forts,  magazines,  ar* 
seoals,  dockyards,  and  other  needful  buildings ;  the 
8ute8  can,  in  no  other  instance,  give  jurisdiction  to 
the  United  States.  The  General  Government  derives 
its  whole  power  from  the  Constitution,  snd  it  can 
neither  be  increased  nor  diminished,  in  the  slightest 
particular,^  by  any  other  means  than  by  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Constittition. 

The  General  Government  and  the  States  are  to  act 
in  their  own  proper  spheres,  upon  the  powers  theljr 
Tcspectlvdiy  poesesa;  they  cannot  exchange  powers, 
or,  by  any  consent  or  combination  of.  powers,  give  or 
take  jurisdiction  from  each  olhftr.   • 

To  reeommend  a  law  to  authorize  the  President  to 
enter  into  an  arrangement  with  the  several  States 
throngh  which  the  road  passes,  to  establish  tolls,  each 
within  ito  limits,  would  imply  a  doubt  on  this  impor- 
tant subject,  which  the  committee  do  not  entertein. 

Concerning  the  policy  of  the  measure,- also,  the 
committee  will  most  respectfully  suggest,  that  it  prob- 
ably would  not  answer  the  end  expected*  The  mix- 
ing of  authorities  over  this  road  might  lead  to  un- 
pleasant itesulte ;  one  Stete  might  erect  toll-gates  with- 
in its  limited  and  the  other  refuse ;  ip  that  case,  the 
road  would  belong  to  ditferent  jurisdictions ;  and,  even 
if  all  wete  to  unite  in  the  erection  of  toll-gates  within 
their  respecttte  limits',  different  intere4te  miRht  be 
felt,  and  the  road  enequally  repaired.  The  Western 
States,  too,  might  complain  of  the  state  of  repairs, 
which  would  produce  irritation  and  UQeastness  among 
sister  States. 

And,  as  regards  the  States  themselves,  would  they 
be  willing  to  undertake  the  trouble  of  the  manage- 
ment of  a  road,  not  made  mainly  for  their  own  accom- 
modation i 

If  they  enter  into  any  arrangement,  they  must  take 
care  that  it  is  annually  complied  with.  One  state-' 
ment  must  be  annually  sent  to  the  8toto  Legislatures 
fi>r  their  examination,  and  another  account  of  the /pro- 
ceeding must  be  sent,  annually,  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment) for  iu  inspection* 

If  the  Slates  do  not  comply  with  the  arrangement* 
the  right  over  the  road  must  be  receded,  to  the  United 
States — some  might  comply,  and  othera  fWil.;  in  this 
case,  the  road  again  would  belong  to  different  joris- 
dietions« 

And,  if  there  should  be  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
a  compliance  with  the  arrftngemeut,  how  is  it  to  be 
adjusted  1  Would  any  of  the  States  be  williiig  to 
hold  a  jurisdiction  so  conditional  and  dependent — one 
by  which  they  would  be  obliged  to  render  an  annual 
account  (kf  their  proceedings  to  another  auth6rity  1  It 
appears  to  the  committee,  that  the  superintendence  of 
the  road  ought  exclusively  to  belong  to  a  single  ju- 
risdiction. 

It  has  been  the  constant  and  anxious  solicitude  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Cumberland  Road,  that  the  ex- 
pense of  repairing  it  should  be  raised  by  the  collection 
of  tolls ;  and  it  ii  believed  that  it  is  the  general  wish 
of  the  western  section  of  the  eoontfj,  that  the  road 
■hould  be  maintained  at  the  expense  of  those  who  Use 
Ui  and  not  by  the  maiiaal  appropriatioii  ♦f  moaeyt 


Buoived,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  Stetes  to  enter  into  any  ar- 
rangement with  the  several  States,  or  any  of  them,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Cumberland  road. 

NAVIGATION  OP  WESTERN  RIVERS. 

Mr.  Henrt,  of  Kentacky,  moved  to  postpone 
all  previous  orders  of  the  day,  to  go  into  ComtiHt-^ 
tee  of  the  Whole,  oa  the  bill  ^*  for  improving  the' 
Ohio  and  Mii^si&sippi  rivers f"  and  a  bill  "for 
deepen ioff  the  harbor  at  Presque  Isie^  and  for  re- 
pairing Plymouth  beach;  "  which  was  carried-*- 
ayes  69,  noes  46.         .     . 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  these  bills,  Mr.  Mabcley  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Hbiiry,  of  jLentucky,  moved  to  strike- oat 
the  two  first  sections  of  the  first  of  the  above  billS| 
and  insert  the  following : 

«  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 
authorized  to  tftke  prompt  and  eflectual  measures  for 
improving  the  navigation  of  the  waters  of  the  Ohio 
river,  by  (pausing  channela  to  be  cut  through  all  the 
bars  which  cross  the  current  of  said  river,  from  Browns- 
ville, in  Pennsylvania,  to  the  Mississippi,  upon  which 
said  bars  there  shall  not  be,  at  the  lowest  stage,  at 
least  three  feet  of  water;  or  by  causing  dykes  or 
sluices,  and  wing  walls,  to  b^  constructed  npon  said 
bars,  or  by  such  other  mode  as,  in  each  particular  case, 
may  be  deemed  most  advisable." 

Mr.  Hbnbt  made  an  explanatory  statement  of 
the  facts,  and  of  the  nature  of  the  plan  proposed. 

Mr.  WicKLiPFfi  objected  to  the  plan  proposed 
in  the  amendment,  and  thought  the  improvement 
should  be  confined  to  the -eradication  of  trees  par- 
tially sunk  in  the  river. 

Mr.  Randolph  coincided  in  this  view,  and 
stated.the  result  of  experiments  on  the  Rappahan* 
nock  an.d  Roanoke  rivers. 

Mr.  Henbt  replied,  and  defended  bis  amend- 
ment. 

Mt,  Clat  sugigested  the  following  modification, 
viz :  to  strike  out  the  clause  wliich  describes  the 
mode  of  improving;  the  river  by  dams,  sluices,  dbc., 
and  insert  the  following  "  so  as  to  insure,  at  the 
'  driest  season,  a  uniform  depth  of  three  feet  of 

<  water  over  each  of  said  bars;  and,  for  this  pur- 

<  pose,  the  President  is  authorized  to  employ  any  of 

<  the  engineers  in  the  public  service  which  hfi  maf 
*  4eem  proper." 

The  amendment,  thns  modified,  was  agreed  to, 
nem,  oon. 

The  blank  for  the  distance  below  the  surface  at 
which  the  planters  and  sawyers  shall  be  cut  ofi^ 
was  filled  with  ten  feet. 

Mr.  SoOTT  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
fourth  section,  by  including  in  its  provisions  the 
river  Missouri. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  blank  for  the  sum  to  be  appropri^tecf  waa 
filled  with  $75,000. 

Mr.  Clat  moved  to  rise  and  report  the  bill,  and 
aocompanied  the  motion  with  a  series  of  observa- 
tions on  the  circumstances  of  the  case  for  which 
the  bill  provides. 

The  Oommittee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  con- 
eerntng  *i1m  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  ^'—- 
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sippi,  and  asked  leave  to  ait  again  upon  tbe.  other 
bul  committed  to  it;  which  was  granted. 

FIVE  MILLIONS  NEW  STOCK. , 

The  engrossed  bill  ^'  to  authorize  the  creation 
of  a  stock  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  to  pro?ide  for  the  awards  of  the 
Commissioners  under  the  treaty  with  Spain,  of 
the  22d  of  February,  1819/'  was  read  a  third 
lime. 

Mr.  Bbbohbr  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble. The  motion  .was  negatived — only  45.  mem- 
bers rising  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  SLOAjffi  expressed  an  opinion  unfavorable 
to  the  bill,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
pn  the  question  of  its  passage ;  which  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massaohusetts,  delivered  his 
sentiments  in.  oppas^tion  to  the  passage  of  the 
bill ;  and  was  followed  on  the  same  side  by  Mr. 
Oazlav. 

Mr.  Sharif  spoke  in  reply,  and  the  debate  was 
fuffther  continued  bv  Mr.  Kanoolph,  Mr.  Call, 
and  Mr.  Te9T  ;  all  of  whom  opposed  the  bill. 
Mr.  Farrellt  spoke  in  its  suf^port. 

Mr*  Test  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  have  very  seldom  intruded  my- 
self upon  this  House,  and  nothing,  sir,  but  the 
firmest  conviction,  that  to  be  pilent  would  be  a 
dereliction  of  my  duty,  could  induce  me,  at  ihis 
tim^,  to  ask  the  indulgence  tof  .the  House  to  offer 
a  few  remarks  upon  the  Mibjeet  under  considera- 
tion.' I  am  called  upon,  by  the  bill  upon  your 
table,  to  vote  away  &ve  millions  of  the  .people's 
money,  and  such  is  the  repugnance  of  my  mind  to 
the  feature  and  principles  of  that  bill,  that  I  feel 
myself  called  upon,  by  every  consideoation  of  jus- 
tice aud  sound  policy,  to  place  upon  it  my  solemn 
veto.  I  shall  endeavor  to  condense  my  ideas  into 
as  f^w  words  as  possible,  to  render  myself  intelli- 
gible $  and,  although  I  cannot' hope  to  change  the 
opinion-  of  a  single  member  of  this  House,  after 
the  protracted  discussion  which  the  subject  has 
undergone,  yet  I  cannot  feel  that  I  shall  hava 
done  justice  to  my  country,  if  I  pass, it  by  in  si- 
lence.  The  charge  against  the  Gk>vernmenl,  to 
the  extinguishment  of  which  the  moneys  intended 
to  be  raised  by  the  operation  of  the  present  bill  is 
to  be  applied,  arises  out  of  a  treaty  concluded  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  perso^is  exerci- 
sing th^  Government  of  Spain  in  the  year  1819, 
wherein  it  is  stipulated  between  the  two  Powers, 
that  "  the  Government  of  the  United  States  shall 

*  pay  to  its  own  citizens  a  sum  not  exceeding  &V9 

*  jniHions  of  dollars,  for  spotiations  committed  upon 

*  our  commerce,  and  unlawful  seizures  made  by 

*  Spain,  of  the  property  of  our  citizens;"  the  pay- 
ment to  be  made  immediately,  **  at  the  Trea5ury, 

*  or  by  the  creation  of  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of 

*  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  out  of  the  pro- 

*  ceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  in  Florida;  or  in 

*  such  other  manner  as  the  CoQgress  of  the  Cni- 
Med ^States  may  by  law  prescribe;"  these  pay- 
ments to  be  made  '^  after  certain  Commissioners, 
named  in  the  treaty,  or  a  majority  of  theto,  shall 
have  adjusted  and  allowed  the  claim^t,"  which 


claims,  it  is  admitted  on  9ii  hands,  never  hare,  as 

yet,  been  adjusted  and  allowed^  and  wiuch  have 
been  under  consideration  about  three  years.  The 
decision  of  this  question  depends  in  part  upon  the 
construction  which  may  be  given  to  the  above 
clause  of  the  treaty,  and  the  policy  proper  to  be 
pursued  under  that  construction,  ileiice,  two 
general  questions  present  themselves  for  our  con- 
sideration— 1,  What  is  the  proper  construction 
to  be  given  tg  this  treaty  1  ana  2,  What  shall 
be  a  correct  policy  to  be  pursued  under  that  con- 
struction t  In  the  solution  of  the  first  question, 
it  becomes  necessary  to  inquire,  what  were  the 
rnotives  or  causes  wnich  led  to  the  making  of,  or 
entering  into,  the  treaty  ?  What  is  the  nature  of 
the  obligation  imposed  upon  th^  contraeting  par- 
ties ?  and,  lastly.  What  rights  do  the  daimants 
derive  under  it  1  There  are  two  leading  causes  or 
motived  for  making  and  entering  into  treaties  be- 
tween nations — one  is  of  a  nature  mild  aod  peace- 
able, for  the  extension  and  regulation  of  fnesdly 
relations  already  subsisting  between  the  parties; 
the  other  is  of  a>nature  adverse  and  hostile,  for  the 
reparation  of  friendly  relations'  which  once  sub- 
sisted between  them,  but  which  had  been  broken 
off,  and  for  a  repress  of  grievances  which  had  oc- 
curred during  the  suspension  of  those  friendly  re- 
lations, and  comes  in  place  of  war.  In  the  last 
general  class  of  causes,  there  may  be  various 
motives  for  entering  into  a  treaty  with  a  foreign 
Power— as  when  you  ar^  totally  incapable  of  con- 
tendii^g  on  equal  grounds,  for  the  want  pf  an 
adequate  force,  or  the  want  oFdue  preparation,  or, 
where  the  nation  with  which  you  contend  has 
nothing  to  indemnify  you  for  going  to  war ;  and 
when,  from  their  peculiar  situation^  to  go  to  war 
with  them  would  not  add  to  your  honor  or  your 
present  or  future  sa^y ;  and,  under  all  oraay  of 
these  circnmstaneesi  the  most  powerful  nation 
would  find  a  suflScient  motive,  and  be  fairly  war- 
ranted in  making  a  treaty,  inadequate  to  the  pur- 
poses of  equal  retribution  and  indemnification. 

The  causes  which  led  to  the  making  of  the 
treaty  under  consideration  seem  to  be  of  the  latter 
kind ;  that  is,  for  the  reparation  of  fneodly  rela- 
tions which  once  subsisted  between  this  Govern- 
ment and  Spain,  and  for  the  redress  of  giievanoes 
which  occurred  dor ing  the  suspension  of  those 
friendly  relations ;  and  is  expressed  in  the  treaty 
to  be  for  spoliations  committed  on  our  commerce^ 
or  "  unlawful  seizures  made  by  Spain  of  the  pro- 
perty of  our  (Citizens."  As  the  causes  or  mouvei 
which  led  to  the  promulgation  of  this  treaty  are 
only  adverted  to  as  matters  of  referenoe  in  its  cob- 
struction,  and  as  they  are  set  out  in  the  treaty  it- 
self, it  would  seem  a  waste  of  time  (which  has 
now  become  very  precious)  to  ^  into  a  detail  of 
the  various  aggressions  which  induced  this  Gov- 
ernment to  caU  upon  Spain  for  indemnity,  and 
more  especially  as  every  honorable  genUeman  in 
this  llouse  must  be  well  acquainted  with  them. 

The  next  inquiry  which  occurs  is,  what  is  the 
nature  of  the  obligations  imposed  upon  the  con- 
tracting parties  ?  Every  treaty  Contprehends sev- 
eral '  duties  or  obligations.  Those  which  arise 
between  the  contracting  Powers  as  bodies  politic; 
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those  which  ezvlbt  twten  the  citizens  or  sahjeets 
of  those  Powers ;  those  which  sah»ist  between 
the  respeetire  Cbvernments,  and  the  citizens  or 
sobjecte  of  each  Power;  and  those  which  are 
coaunon  to  the  Gvovernment,  and  its  own  eiiizeos 
or  subjects.    Without  going  rery  deeply  into  ab- 
stract  reasonings,  itSieems  necessary,  to  inquire 
a  little  into  the  nature  of  QoTcmreents,  to  come 
to  a  correct  conclusion  upon  the  case  before  us. 
Man,  in  a  state  of  nature,  independent  of  all  po- 
litical regulations,  is  boand  to  act  honestly  toward 
his  fellow-taan,  and  to  do  him  all  th^good  he  can 
without  subjecting  himself  to  an  injnry ;  hence, 
where  one  nan-  in  this  state  of  existence  does  ano- 
ther an  injury,  that  other  has  a  right  to  indemnitjr 
in  some  mode  allowed  by  the  law  of  nature,  ana, 
uoder  anch  circumstances,  might  redress  his  own 
wrongs.    But,  hating  entered  into  the  social  com- 
pact, he  *is  precluded  from  doing  so :  and,  being 
so  precluded,  he  has  «  right  to  cM  upon  his  Qot- 
ernment  to  do  that  for  him  which  hie  is  not  at 
libertv  to  do  for  himself;  but,  at  the  same  titne, 
that  he  has  a  right  to  call  upon  his  Oorernment 
to  Tcdccss  wrongs  committed  against  him  by  other 
Qoteraments  or  their  subjects,  he  has  no  right  to 
expect  any  other  reparation  than  that  which  he 
himself   could  have  obtained,  with  competent 
power  to  enforce  his  <  claim;  or,  in  other  words, 
he  can  hare  no  claim  to  an  indemnity  from  his 
own  Qovemmeat  '«#'hieh  would  not  haTc  been-  in 
the  power  of  the  aggressor  to  make.    The  exami* 
nation  of  these  principles  will  lead  to  a  correct 
understanding  of  the  obligation  which  the  Qo9' 
ernment  is  under  to  those  claimants  for  whose 
benefit  the  money  in  this  bill  is  to  be  applied. 
Let  us  for  a  momeat  refer  to  the  relative  situation 
of.  the  GbTernment  to  those  claimants,  and  ice 
how  they  stand  toward  each  other.    It  is  a  well 
established,  fundamental  principle  of  the  social 
tysieoi,  that  a  man  gifes  up  a  share  of  his  natural 
rightsnad  privileges,  that  he  may  hare  the  remain- 
dor  better  secured  to  him';  and  one  of  those  prfr- 
ileges  which  he  surrenders,  as  before  hinted,  is  his 
right  to  redress  his  o«rh  wron|fs ;  and  having  given 
up  that  privilege,  he  has  a  right  to  expect  of  his 
(Government  to  redress  them,  so  far  as  shall  be 
convenient  and  proper,  taking  into  view  every 
circumstance  connected  with  its  aceomplishment. 
The  Qovemment,  therefore,  takes  upon  itself  the 
task  of  redressing  the  wrongs  of  its  subjects  or 
citizens,  agreeabAy  to  the  principles  before  stated, 
keeping  always  m  view  the  good  of  the  whole 
community.    Therefore,  when  it  makes  a  treaty 
with  an  aggressing  Power,  it  is  its  duty-  to  provide 
for  its  own  indemnity  and  the  indemnity  of  all 
its  subjects,  if  convenient,  and  reasonably  practi- 
cable ;  hence^  it  becomes  a  protector  or  guardian 
for  them,  not  only  to  sefe  that  other  nations  do 
them  justice,  but  to  do  them  justice  itself;  and 
from  this  parental  and  protecting  character,  and 
none  other,  arises  all  the  claims  which  its  citizens 
or  subjects  have  upon  it ;  and  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  into  effect  all  its  functions  with  the 
greater  facility,  it  is  divided  info  departments, 
each  of  which  has  assigned  to  it  certain  limited 
and  defined  powers,  and  which  every  ether  depart* 
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raent,  as  well  as  every  citizen,  is  bound  to  respect,  * 
confide  in,  and  submit  to,  so  long  as  it  acts  within 
the  sphere  of  its  own  authority  ;  among  these  de* 
partmeuts,  or  divisions  of  the  Government,  is  the 
treaty-making  power,  and  which  is  as  perfect  and 
absolute  in  toe  exercise  of  its  various  Sanctions,  . 
and  is  entitled  to  as  much  deference,  as  any  other 
power  actinff  within  the  scope  of  its  autnority ; 
and  when  that  power  has  been  exerted  upon  a 
particular  occasion,  its  act  is  binding,  not  only  on ' 
those  immediately  connected  with  the  transaction, 
but  upon  the  whole  community. 

Having  examined  the  general  powers  of  the 
Government)  and  its  duties  towards  individuals 
who  compose  it,  so  fhr  as  they  seem  necessary  for 
my  purpose,  1  will  apply  those  principles  to  the 
case  before  us,  and  see  wnat  will  be  the  result.  If 
I  have  laid  down  a  single  principle  which  is  not 
substantially  warranted  by  the  authorities,  or 
which  will  not  stand  the  test  of  ethical  analysis, 
I  shall  be  open  to  correction  and  conviction  by 
honorable  gentlemen  opposed  to  me.  In  this 
case,  then,  the  €rovernment  of  Spain  has  made 
unlawful  seizures  of  the  propertv  of  the  claimants; 
this  Qovemment,  as  the  guardian  and  protector 
of  their  rights,  has  interposed  between  tnem  and 
Spain,  aild  concluded  the  treaty  now  under  con- 
sideration, to  indemnify  and  remunerate  them  for 
losses  sustained  in  consequence-of  such  unlawful 
seizures.  For  the  clear  understanding  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  obligation  of  the  Government  to  those 
cluimants^  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  the  several 
clauses  or  this  treaty  a  separate  and  distinct  con- 
sideration. As  it  regards  the  adequacy  or  inade- 
quacy of  the  redress  secured  by  it  to  those  claim- 
ants; or,  in  other  words,  whether  it  be  a  provident 
or  improvident  treaty,  I  conceive,  is  not  a  subject 
for  our  present  consideration.  If,  however,  I 
were  to  give  an  opinion,  I  should  say  we  had  a 
right  to  presume  it  was  the  best  that  could  have 
b^n  gotten  at  the  time.  There  is  no  honorable 
gentleman  in  this  House  that  does  not  know  the 
derang^ed^— nay,  the  miserable  vassal  and  bankrupt 
condition  of  that  nation  at  the  time  it  was  made.  * 
And,  although  it  may  suit  some  honorable  gen- 
tlemen to  decry  the  treaty  and  the  treaty-makers. 
I  am  disposed  to  make  the  best  of  the  one,  ana 
think  the  most  charitably  of  the  others.  Yet, 
however  improvident  the  whole  treaty  may  be, 
and  inadequate  the  redress  to  the  claimants,  it  is 
not  for  us  now  to  change  the  nature'of  tfie  former, 
or  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  latter;  a  duty* 
has  devolved  upon  us  to  carry.it  .into  edect.  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  it,  as  the  treaty-making 
power  has  laid  them  down  —  for  that  having' 
passed  upon  it,  it  is  conclusive  with  us.  It  is  a 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Government  it  has  its 

Cowers  to  exercise,  and  its  duties  to  perform ;  and, 
aving  performed  them,  it  is  not  for  us  to  violate 
our  trust  by  trampling  upon  its  authority,  even  if 
it  had  acted  wrong ;  for,  by  so  doin^,  we  should 
make  ourselves  paHicep$  criminU.  If  the  honora- 
ble gentlemen  who  signed  this  treaty  have  looked 
over  the  interests  of  these  claimants,  and  have 
taken  an  insufficient  indemnity,  let  the  responsi- 
bility rest  with  them;  let  us  do  our  doty,  and 
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carry  it  into  effect,  in  tbe  manner  they  ^ave  pre- 
scribed. It  was  their  duty  to  make  the  treaty ;  it 
is  ours  to  carry  it  into  effect  according  to  its 
terms.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York  cannot  see  in  this  treaty  a  triple  alterna- 
tive; I  think  I  can  very  plainly  see  a  double  on€. 
The  language  of  the  treaty  is :  "  The  Govern- 
^  ment  may,  after  the  Commissioners  shall  have 
'  admitted  ,and  allowed  the  claims  to  an  amoilnt 
*  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars,  pay  them 
'  immediately  at  the  Treasury,  or  in  tb&  creation 
'  of  stock  at  six  p'er  centum  per  annum,  payable 
^  from  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  the  public  lands  in 
'  the  territories  ceded,  X)r  in  such  other  manner  as 
'  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  may  prescribe 


«  by  law." 
If 


these,  then,  are  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  what 
is  the  duly  of  the  Government  resulting  from  it,- 
as  regards  the  claimants?    It  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  now  to  discharge  its  obligations  to 
the  claimants  in  ^ood  faith,  according  to  ^uity 
and  justice.    Obligations  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people  are  like  all  other  obligations, 
and  ought  to  be  construed  like  them.    I  lay  down 
the  following  as  correct  rules  of  construction  with 
reffard  to  contracts:   All  implied  contracts  (of 
which  this  is  one)  are  to  be  construed  according 
to  equity  and  natural  justice,  taking  into  consid- 
eration all  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
transaction,  or  that  thing  which  forms  the  con- 
sideration for  making  it.    That  each  has  a  r(ght 
to  have  it  performed  according  to  his  reasonable 
expectation.    That,  in  express  contracts,  where 
there  is  an  alternative,  or  more  than  one  mode  of 
discharging  them,  the  obligor  has  a  right  to  select 
which  of  the  modes  he  pleases ;  but  when  he  has 
selected  his  mode,  or  made  his  choice,  he  is  not  at 
liberty  afterwtftrds  to  change  it  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  obli^d.    I  further  lay  it  down,  as  a 
fundamental  pnnciple  with  regard  to  trust  and 
trustees,  that  the  trustee  can  never  be  made  ac- 
countable beyond  the  value  of  the  trust  estate,  and 
that,  where  money  is  to  be  paid  out  of  a  certain 
•or  uncertain  fund,  you  can  pever  make  the  trustee 
or  holder  of  the  Aind  pay  the  money  out  of  his 
own  estate ;  and  in  no  case  can  he  be  required  to 
pay  if  until  it  becomes  due.    Here,  then,  it  ap- 
pears clearly,  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  that  the 
Government  intended  to  reserve  to  itself  the  right 
to  take  into  its  own  hands  the  fund  out  of  which 
this  money  was  to  be  paid,  if  circumstances 
would  seem  to  warrant  it — that  is,  if  it  should 
appear  the  lands  were  likely  to  turn  out- a  produc- 
tive fund,  the  object  of  the  Government,  no  doubt, 
was  to  hold  the- land  and  pay  the  money  immedi- 
ately at  the  Treasury,  or  in  such  other  nianner  as 
Congress  might  prescribe.    Several  reasons  for 
such  construction  urge  themselves  upon  the  mind 
with  i^reat  force. 

It  18  said,  by  an  honorable  ffcntleman  on  the 
side  of  the  question  with  myselff  who  is  somewhat 
acquainted  with  its  geograpb]^,  that,  although  it 
is  called  **  a  land  of  Bowers,"  it  is,  in  fact,  a  land 
of  sand  heaps,  musquitoes,  frogs,  serpents,  and  alii- 

fuors.    I  know  nothipg  of  it  myself,  except  what 
have  gathered  from  the  general  history  of  (be 


country.  But,  I  presume,  its  history  or  geompbf, 
at  the  time  of  the  purchase,  was  very  little  koovn, 
which  rendered  its  value  verv  uneertaia  indeei), 
besides  which,  it  may  be  recollected,  that,  by  that 
same  treaty,  a  part  of  that  beautiful  country,  west 
and  south  of  the  Sabine  river,  and  said  to  he  more 
valuable  than  all  the  Floridas^  was  ceded  to  Spain 
as  a  part  of  the  consideration  for  raaklDg  tbe 
treaty' — cleaving  it,  indeed,  very  doubifol  whether 
all  the  lands  cmled  to  the  United  States  would  be 
more  than  sufficient  to  the  demands  of  those 
claimants.  Again,  it  does  appear  evident,  that 
something  of  this  kind  must  have  borne  weigbt 
with  the  treaty  makers,  as  they  have  only  ODde^ 
taken  by  the  treaty  to  secure  to  the  claimants,  a 
sum  of  not  more  than  five  millions  of  dollan— 
leaving  the  balance,  which  is  said,  by  some,  to 
amount  to  more  than  ten  millions,  to  fvtare  nego- 
tiation or  total  abandonment,  guarding,  very  cau- 
tiously, all  the  time,  acainst  pfedging  the  Gorera* 
ment,  in  any  shape,  for  more  tluin  &w  milliooi 
of  dollars.  And  further,  for  the  very  purpose  of 
meeting  the  contingent  or  uncertain  valae  of  the 
Florida  lands,  they  introduced  the  optional  pro- 
vision in  the  treaty,  before aihided  to, which  weorcs 
to  the  Government  the  right  to  keep  those  ku^ 
should  they  be  found  valuable,  as  an  iodemoltf 
for  the  cession  of  the  lands  beyond  the  Sabioe; 
and  at  the  same  time  to  exclude  the  idea  of  a  re- 
sponsibility beyond  the  value  of  the  Floridtlandi. 
The  Floridas,  while  under  the  dominion  of  Spain, 
had  already  occasioned  a  hiatus  in  onr  sovereigstf 
along  the  Gulf.  To  obtain  possession  of  it,  ther^ 
fore,  was  considered  a  matter  of  great  imporisDce; 
and,  no  doubt,  a  sacrifice  of  a  portiod  of  land  be- 
yond the  Sabine  was  made  for  the  purpose  o(  a^ 
complishing  an  object  of  so  much  iifiportance  to 
the  Government  as  that  of  securing  the  control  of 
a  maritime  frontier,  from  the  northern  exireinitf 
of  Maine  to  the  mouth  of  ibe  Sabine,  i  tbink, 
then,  I  am  fairly  warranted  in  saying,  that,  con- 
sidering everv  circumstance  connected  with  the 
transaction,  tne  deranged'^and  impof erisbed  con- 
dition of  Spain,  the  probability  or  her  total  inca- 
pacity to  make  any  reparation  for  ioiorifs  done 
us,  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  Floridas  is  relation 
to  the  United  States,  and  the  necessiif  of  ukiii? 
them,  or  nothing,  this  country  at  tbe  time,8UU 
bltedin^  with  wounds  inflicted  by  a  recent  war, 
the  facility,  which  its  possession  by  a  foreign 
Power  gave  to  drain  the  Son  them  country  of  its 
black'  population,  the  miserable  imbecility  and 
corruption  of  the  Spanish  authorities,  calcoUted 
rather  to  favor  than  detect  and  punish  piracieii 
besides  the  reflection  that  the  sinuostiies  and  lo- 
dentations  of  the -coast,  being  emineody  cakoiated 
to  jfurnish  a  safe  retreat  in  case  of  porsait— heoce, 
I  sayj  under  all  these  considerations,  it  was  thongbt 
advisable  to  obuin  the  dpmiaion  and  sovereigojf 
of  the  country,  if  it  could  be  had  without  actuaUf 
paving  money  out  of  the  Treasury— and  hcnc^ 
the  sum  stipulated  to  be  paid  the  claimants  m 
limited  not  to  exceed  five  millions  of  dollars ;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  the  payment  confined  ^o,im 
contingent  upon,  the  value  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  ia  those  temtorias.  Tlw 
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aceooQCs,  too,  for  the  pecolhir  phraseology  of  the 
treaty  in  statiog,  *'  The  iive  millioDs  to  be  paid  by 
^  the  creatioD  of  stock,  beariog  an  interest  of  six 
<  perceotum  per annim,  payable  from  the  proceeds 

*  of  the  sales  of  the  pablic  lands,  within  the  terri- 

*  tories  ceded.''    If  it  were  intended  that  the  whole 
of  tb«9e  claims  should  have  been  paid»  why  limit 
them  to  five-miUions?  or,  if  it  were  intended  that 
even  this  sum  should  be  positively  and  uncondi- 
tionally  paid,  why  introduce  the  above  restrictive 
clause?    Why,  I  say,  make  it  payable  by  the  cre- 
ation of  stock  with  interest  payable  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sates  of  those  lands  t  •  The  reason,  I 
think  is  very  obvious.    It  was  never  intended  to 
pledge  the  Government  beyond  the  value  of  those 
lands,  and  at  the  same  time  to  make  for  the  claim- 
ants the  best  possible  bargain  that  could  be,  under 
these  restrictive  circumstances.  'I  am  here  met 
by  a  position  taken  by  some  of  the  friends  of  this 
bill,  tnat  €k>vernment  is  bound,  at  all  evento,  to 
pay  the'  interest,  annually,  on  the  stock  created, 
and  that  to  issue  it,  redeemable  only  dot  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  in  Florida,  would 
be  creating  a  stock,  in  its  nature  irredeemable, 
which  is  always  unfavorable,  say  they,  for  the 
Gh>vernment,  as  it  goes  to  create  a  perpetuity,  ex- 
cept at  the  caprice  of  the  holder. 

In  reply  to  this  proposition,  I  would  remark, 
(and  I  thmk  I  am  warranted  by  the  rule  of  con- 
struction and  the  language  of  the  instrument  in 
making  it,)  that  you  cannot  torture  the  words  of 
the  treaiyi-or  so  distort  its  meaning,  as  to  draw 
from  it  such  a  conclusion.  If  the  treaty-makers 
had  intended  that  suoh  construction  snould  be 
given  to  it,  why  were  they  not  explicit — why  not 
put  down  the  very  words-  to  be  ^id  annually? 
Why  use  the  circumlocution  they  have,  when 
they  might  have  come  to  it  at  once?  Why  leave 
it' in  doubt,  or  to  construction?  I  say  they  have 
placed  it,  in  my  mind,  beyond  all  doubt,  and 
I  conceive,  in  the  mind  of  the  whole  world,  ex- 
cept by  the  most  unnatural  distortidn  of  the  hit 
import  of  the  words.  Why  did  they  not  say  the 
claims  should  be  paid  by  tne  creation  of  stock  at 
six  per  centum  per  annum,  if  such  was  their 
intention  1  If  such  language  had  been  used,  and 
they  had  stopped  there,  there  could  have  been  no 
misunderstanding,  even  with  the  mo»t  illiterate ; 
or  had  they  said  they  should  be  paid  at  the  Trea-- 
sury  without  saying  more,  no  men<^-not  even  the 
claimants  themselves — could  have  pretended  to 
misunderstand  them.  They  might  have  been 
much  more  concise,  and  have  only  said,  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  satisfy  the  claimants  to  the  amount 
of  five  pnllions  of  dollars ;  that  would  have  end- 
ed the  matter  with  the  most  sceptical  mind^  and 
Government  would  have  been  left  to  its  discre- 
tion to  pay  it  in  any  way  satisfactory  to  the  claim- 
ants. Bni  they  have  gone  on  and  said,  ^'  Those 
claims  should  be  paid,  not  exceedioff  five  millions 
of  dollars,  in  the  creation  of  stock,  bearing  an 
interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  payable  from 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  in  the  terri- 
tories ceded ;"  and  the  friends  of  the  bill  supply 
the  words  paytibU  anmudlp,  not  out  of  the  pro- 
oeadtof  the  sales  of  the  lands^  but  at  the  Trcasory 


of  the  United  States:  for  such  is  the  efi*eet  of  the 
construction  for  which  they  contend.  Here  prin- 
ciples for  which  I  contended  in  the  outset  apply. 
Tne  Government  becomes  a  trustee  for  the  claim- 
ants :  it  hfts  negotiated  for  them  i  has  made  the 
best  oarffain  it  could  for  them,  without  going  into 
a  doubitul  contest  with  the  sword.  It  has  secured 
to  them  a  fund  of  uncertain  value,  of  which  it  is 
willing  to  give  them  the  whcde  benefit,  if  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  claims; 
reserving  to  itself,  however,  the  ri^ht  to  the  sur- 
plus, if , any  there  be.  I  say  that  it  is  a  fair  pre- 
sumption that  it  was  the  best  bargain  that  could 
have  been  made  for  them  with  a  Iwnkrupt  nation. 
The  Government  being  the  natural,  or  rather  the 
legal  guardian,  of  the  claimants^  it  stands  com- 
pletely in  the  place  of  a  trustee  for  them,  and  by 
no  principle  in  equity  can  it  be^  reouired  to  pay 
more  than  the  value  of  the  fund  which  it  holds. 
Let  it  be  however  a  good  or  bad  bargain,  it  has 
beien  made  by  the  treaty-making  power  of  this 
country,  a  power  over  vrhich  this  House  has  no 
immediate  legal  control.  It  is  a  contract  com- 
pletely binding  upon  this  House,  the  nation,  and 
the  claio^ants  themselves ;  and  unless  we  mean  to 
trample  upon  one  of  the  constituted  authorities  of 
the  country,  and  usujp  a  power  never  intended 
by  the  Const itutiph  to  have  been  placed  in  our 
hands,  we  shall  conform  ourselves  to  the  contract 
made  by  that  power.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment, as  the  guardian  of  these  claimants'  rights, 
to  make  the  heat  of  the  funds  placed  in  its  hands 
for  them ;  and  if  they  can  be  paid  their  interest 
annually  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales-  of  the 
lands,  agreeably  to  tne  contract  made  (ot^  them, 
they  ouff  ht  to  be  paid ;  if  not,  they  ought  to  be  paid 
as  speeaily  as  possible,  but  without  encroaching 
upon  other  funds  of  the  Government.  What  wiu 
be  the  principle  established  by  the  passage  of  the 
bill  upon  your  table  ?  •  Tou  not  only  set  aside  the 
solemn  act  of  a  co-ordinate  authority,  but,  sir, 
you  establish  the  principle,  that,  unless  you  can 
obtain  complete  pecuniary  redress  by  treatmg  wi|h 
a  nation,  you  must  go  to  war.  An  honorable 
gentleman  on  my  right  tells  you  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  interfered  between  the  claimants  and 
the  Spanish  authorities;  it  has  tindertaken  their 
cause,  and  prevented  them  from  seeking  redrew 
in  their  own  way  against  that  Power;  and  now, 
says  the  honorable  gentleman,  after  inteHering, 
and  preventing  them  from  making  the  best  bar- 

?:atn  they  could,  you  are  not  willing  to  make  them 
uU  reparation. 

Why,  sir,  this  is  but  beggin|^  the  question,  and 
is  in  fact  only  quarrelling  with  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  country;  it  is-  admitting  the 
Government  had  the  right  to  interfere  and  make 
a  bargain  for  the  claimants,  (which  is  the  fact,) 
but  because  they  have  made,  as  gentlemen  say.  H 
bad  bargain,  they  will  not  comply  with  it  be- 
cause the  €k)vernment  has  not  been  able  to  obtain 
for  them  full  indemhity  for  their  losses,^  it  most 
make  them  up  for  its  goodness  in  interfering  ia 
their  behalf.  It  is  saying  to  the  Government, 
you  have  been  good  enough  to  interpose  your 
power,  and  obtain  for  as  a  partial  redrcsa  of  oar 
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gr&eranceB ;  we  admit  yoa  hare  done  the  best  fou 
could,  but  as  you  have  not  dooe  all  yoa  could, 
we  now  require  of  you  to. do  the  balance.    We 
have  trusted  you  to  endeavor  at  obiaininff  the 
claims  which  were  due  to  us ;  you  have  got  for  us 
all  you  could,  but  we  are  not  satisfied^    You 
oogbt  to'  make  us  whole.    When  they  are  told 
that  the  Government  had  done  the  best  it  could 
for  them,  that  is  true  enough,  say  they,  bqt  it  has 
not  dpne  all  it  could — ^it  might  have  gone  to  war ; 
and  as  it  has  not  done  so,  we  now  require  it  to 
pay  us  the  whole  amount  of  our  claims.    The 
prin9iple  which  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  wide 
contend  for  is  really  this :  that  where  the  Gov- 
ernment interferes  to  negotiate,  and  cannot  suc- 
ceed in  securing  a  perfect  indemnity  for  all  the 
loeses  of  its  citizens  or  subjectn,  it  in  bound,  under 
every  circumstance,  to  go  to  war,  or  make  them 
full  reparation  for  the  aggressions  of  the  enemy. 
What,  then,  sir,  is  the  true  nature  of  the  contract 
between  the  Government  and  these  claimants? 
Why,  clearly,  sir,  that  when  those  Commission- 
ers, mentioned  in  the  treaty,  shall  have  admitted 
and/ allowed  their  claims  to  an  amount  notex- 
Qceding  five  millions  of  dollars,  that  the.  Govern- 
ment should  create  the  stock  for  that  amount, 
bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
aod  issue  certificates  to  the  holders,  (not  subject 
to  pay  interest  aonuallv  at  the  Treasury,  as  the 
gentlemen  contend  for/)  but  payable  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  those 
territories.    Suppose,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  certificate  of 
floch  stock  were  issued  for  a  thousand  dollars,  ex- 
pressing upon  the  face  of  it,  that  it  would  be  good 
to  the  holder  for  the  sum  mentioned,  payable  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in 
the  Floridas,  and  it  were  by  accident  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  any  man  but  a  stockjobber  or  a  bro- 
ker, (I  have  no  insidious  allusion  to  any  set  of 
men,)  or  into  the  hands  of  any  man  unacquainted 
with  (the  science  of)  this  kind  of  dealing^for  it 
has  really  become  a  matter  of  science  at  this  day — 
would  it  ever  strike  him  for  a  moment  that  he 
waa  to  receive  it  in  any  other  way  than  that  ex- 
presoed  upon  its  face  1    I  say,  sir,  would  it  ever 
strike  him  that 'he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  go  to 
the  Treasury  of  .theVnited  States  once  in  every 
year  and  draw  his  sixty  dollars'  interest  ?    Would 
ha  not  be  perfectly  astonished,  sir,'  on  being  told 
that  that  was  the  effect  of  the  paper  which  he 
held  in  his  hand  ?    I  ask  the  question  emphati- 
eally,  sir,  would  ft  not  astonish  him  to  hear,  that, 
although  these  lands  were  not  worth  even  the 
IVOttble  of  selling,  yet  he  would  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive sixty  dollars  annually  for  his  certificate.    I 
say,  sir,  it  would  be  matter  of  perfect  astonish- 
ment.   Nothing  can  be  more  plain  than  that  the 
contract  between  the  Government  and  these  cfaim- 
ants  is  simply  this:  that  after  the  claims  are  ad- 
mitted and  allowed,  and  not  till  then,  they  shall 
be  paid  by  the  creatton  of  stock  at  six  per  cent,  per 
annum,  to  be  paid  (principal  and  interest)  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  6l  the  public  lands  in  the 
Floridas,  and  in  no  other  manner  whatever ;  and, 
sir,  as  a  matter  of  justice,  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
the  Qoverme  t  to  offer  these  lands  for  sale  as 


soon  as  convenient,  and  in  the  way  best  ealcala- 
ted  to  secure  for  them  a  fair  price.  Aikd,  sir,  I 
say  again,  with  the  firmest  conviction  of  its  troth 
and  rectitude,  that  this  Govenownt  is  notrespon- 
fible  beyond  the  value  of  the  lands.  The  oatare 
and  extent  of  the  obligation  being  thus  ascertained, 
it  will  not  be  a  very  difficult  matter  to  detcmune 
the  rights  of  the  parties  or  claimants  under  it  It 
may  oe  necessary,  however,  to  make  some  gea- 
eral  observations  with  regard  to  the  rights  of  io- 
dividuals.in  relation  to  their  own  goverainefiL 
As  a  man,  when  he  enters  the  social  compact,  r^ 
linquishes  the  right  of  revenging  hisown  wroogs, 
or  procuring  redress  in  hw  own  person,  it  b  the 
duty  of  his  government  to  do  that  for  him  whick 
he  has  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  do  for  hiauelf; 
and  to  observe,  at  the  same  time^  to  do  justice  it- 
self; but  it  is  not  to  do  more  than  justice,  for 
whatever  it  doesSnore  than  justice  to  one  iodi- 
vidual,  is  so  much  injustice  done  to  another. 

The  present  claimants  can  have  no  preteasioDf 
to  the  lands  ceded,  but  only  to  the  proceeds  of  liie 
sales,  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  sattify  tlieit 
claims,  to  the  amount  of  five  mdlioDs  of  dolJsn^ 
and  the  interest  on  their  stock,  and  no  mon ;  for, 
as  the  Government  has  interested  itsdf  so  ^as 
to  permit  the  treaty-making  power  to  negotiaieibr 
them,  that  power  is  uolimiied  in  its' operation^  is 
respects  the  subjects  within  its  sphere;  $o  tUt, 
whatever  stipulations  it  okay  have  madie  in  (heii 
behalf,  those  stipulations  are  conclusive  betwera 
them  and  the  Glovernment^  and  no  power  onder 
heaven  has  a  right  to  infringe  them,  or  set  them 
at  naugb  t.   No  matter  how  improvident  the  treaty, 
made  by  the  proper  authority,  acting  withia  its 
sphere,  it  is  binding  on  the  Government,  as  weU 
as  on  the  individual  for  .whose  benefit  it  was 
made.    A  treaty  once  niade  amd  ratified,  oo  mat- 
ter how  absurd  it  may  appear  in  its^terms^  it  is 
fair  to  presume,  was  the  best  that  could  hare  beea 
gotten,  and  that  it  was  better,  at  the  tkne,  lo  have 
entered  into  it  than  to  have  gone  lo  war;  aod 
were  it  otherwi/ie,  a  nation  or  an  individual  could 
never  be  safe  in  relying  upon  a  treaty.  Aod  it 
the  Urea ly-ma king  power  were  to  enter  iolo  id  ab- 
surd coiBoact  which  was  totally  inadcqoate  la  i»- 
cure  the  Government, or  the  iadividoalaeoaccraed, 
it  ouffht  never  to  -be  ratified ;  but,  after  it  has  re- 
ceived the  solemn  sanction  of  the  revisory  poW) 
there  is,  and  ought  to  be,  an  end  to  the  matter, 
and  the  Government,  as  well  as  the  iDdividaati 
concerned,  have  no  right  to  claim  any  other  re- 
dress under  it  than  that  which  h  has  exprcasW  oi 
im^diedly  stipulated  to  give  them.    Heoce,  thoii 
claimants,  so  long  as  they  claim  a  right  under  this 
treaty,  must  be  content  to  take  such  as  is  gQ*<*^ 
tied^by  it,  or  none  at  ail ;  for  it  is  by  (Aa<  aad  M« 
alone,  they  have  any  ri«ht  whatever.    Thia^ 
tiott  will  appear  perfectly  clear  oo  a  little  rem- 
tioo. .  These  claims  are  said  to  be  dde  for  aaiaw' 
ful  seizures  of  vessels  and  property,  which,  from 
every  appearance,  were  chiefly  insured,  and  iw 
which  tne  insurers  have  made  indeinoitjr  toj^ 
insured,  whereby  the  claims  under  this  treaty  hare 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  insurance  eompaaies,  bro- 
ker^ and  uadff writers.    They  were  adyentuw* 
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in  the  habit  of  this  dangerous  kind  of  specolation, 
and  of  recetving  premiums  in  proportioo  to  the 
hazard  they  run  ;  and,  perhaps,  with  all  the%  ap- 
parent losses,  hare  made  their  fortunes^  and  have 
been  qaite  as  suecessTul  as  they  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect.    Whatever  premiums  were  paid  them,  have 
not  been  charged  to  the  loss  of  the  shipper,  but 
have  been  put  upon  the  goods  of  other  shipments, . 
with  a  premium  tfgaiia.  upon  that  premium,  all  ^ 
which  went  to  enhance  the  price  ot  the  articles, 
and  has  been  paid  by  the  consumers,  and  which 
operates  as  a  tax  upon  the  people  at  large ;  hence, 
it  may  be  said  that  the  people  have  once  paid  these 
claims ;  besides  viewing  those  claims  in  this  light, 
as  being  in  some  measure  different  from  those 
which  are  the  immediate  result  of  useful  labor, 
^though  I  admit  them  to  be  legal,  and,  indeed, 
honest,')  the  treaty-makers  were,  perhaps,  inducea 
to  lake  a  more  pr^arious  indemnity  than  they 
otherwise  might  have  done.    Hence,  I  take  it, 
these  adventurers  come  with  a  poor  grace,  after 
having  made  their  fortunes  in  those  hazardous 
speculations,  and  after  having  in  fact  virtually 
received  the  amount  of  their  claims,  to  ask  any 
•dther  redress  than  that  stipulated  for  them  in  the 
treaty.    They  could. have  recovered  nothing  from 
the  belIigerent.or  aggressing  nation  without  the  aid 
of  the  G^vef  n'ment ;  they  txave,  therefore,  no  right 
to  expect  aiiy  other  redress  than  such  as  it  was  able 
to  procure  for  them.    Private  adventurers,  whose 
property  falls  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  are 
not  entitled  to  reinuneration  from  tbe  Govern- 
tnent,  nor  is  the  Gbvernment  responsible  for  prop- 
erty seized  by  the  enemy,  unless  the  seizure  hap- 
pens in  consequence  oi  its  having  been  in.  the 
occupation  of  tne  Gh>vernment  at  the  time  of  the 
seizure.    I  believe,  sir,  no  one  will  contend,  that, 
in  this  case,  the  CJovemment  was  bound  farther 
than  merely  td  negotiate  for  the  claimants,  and 
make  for  them  the  best  bargain  it  could  ;  that  bar- 
gain has  been  made ;  they  are  now  claiming  un- 
der it,  and  I  say,  and  say  it  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, that  they  have  no  right  beyond  it. 

The  next  inquiry  that  presents  itself  is,  what 
18  a  correct  policy  to  be  pursued  under  this  con- 
tract, agreeably  to  the  construction  I  have  given 
it?  Governments,  like  individuals,  are  bound  to 
do  justly }  they  are  never  at  liberty,  wrongfully, 
to  take  from  one  part  of  the  community  to  give  to 
4inotfaer;  and  as  they  can  onlv  subsist -by  what 
they  feceive  from  the  people,  all  which  one  indi- 
ridoal,  or  portion  of  the  community,  receives  over 
And  above  its  due  portion,  must,  as  a  natural  con- 
sequence, be  taken  from  the  other.  They  are  not 
authorized  even  to  be  liberal,  unless  they  are  there- 
by to  attain  an  end  of  more  importance  than  the 
-value  of  the  bouikty  bestolred;  for  liberality,  al- 
though a  virtue  in  an  individual,  may  be  rendered 
.a  species  of  oppression  in  a  Government.  It  fol- 
lows, of  course,  that  whatever  these  claimants  re- 
-ceive,  more  than  tbe  fair  value  of  their  ri^ht  under 
the  treaty,  which  has  been  made  in  their  behalf, 
must  be  taken  ftom  the  other  part  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  so  far  would  be  doing  palpable  injustice 
to  them.  And,  sir,  I  aver  that,  by  the  passage  of 
<he  bill  ttpon  your  table,  you  rob  the  nonest,  ib* 


dostrious  part  of  the  community  of  more  than  a 
million  ofdollars,  to  put  it  in  the  pockeos  of  thoie 
adventurers,  who  are  not  at  all  entitled  to  your 
favor.    To  discover  the  effects  of  this  bill,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  examine  into  the  principles  it 
adopts.    It  proposes  to  create  a  stock  of  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  at  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per 
annum,  payable,  annually,  at  the  Treasury,  r^ 
deemable  at  pleasure,  without  any  regard  to  the 
special  provisions  of  the  treaty,  or  to  the  lands 
which  form  the  fund  put  of  which  it  ought  to  be 
paid.    There  are  several  objections  to  this  mode 
of  discharging  this  obligation  of  the  Government 
to  these  claimants.    In  the  first  place,  the  money 
is  not  due  to  them;   the  Commissioners  have 
neither  admitted  nor  allowed  the  claims.    We  are 
told,  to  be  sure,  by  honorable  gentlemen,  that  they 
will  be  adjusted  by  the  first  of  June  next.    I  would 
ask,  sir,  what  evidence  we  have  of  the  fact?- 
Thev  have  beeti  in  a  course  of  arrangement  now 
for  three  or  four  years,  &nd  for  aught  we  know,  or 
can  know,  they  may  continue  under  arrangement 
between  the  parties  for  seven  years  to  come,  and 
all  this  time  the  Government  must  be  paying  fia- 
nually  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  interest  on 
the  stock ;  and  my  word  for  it,  sir,  if  you  pay  the 
claimants  the  amount  of  their  demands,  and  leave 
theiQ  to  future  adjustment,  you  will  have  them 
adjusted  with  a  vengeance.    Or.  suppose  you  keep 
the  money  in  the  Treasury,  will  the  pleasure  of 
having  five  millions  in  the  Treasury  compensate 
for  the  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  which  you 
annually  wring  from  the  sweat  of  the  poor  man's 
brow  ?    And  what,  sir^  is  the  excuse  tirged  for 
creating  this  stock  at  this  time,  before  we  are  un- 
der any  obligation  to  pay  it?    Why,  sir,  that  we 
can  now  borrow  the  money  at  four  and  a  half  per 
cent,  when,  perhaps,  as  gentlemen  say,  we  cannot, 
at  the  end  of  twelve  months,  borrow  it  at  less  than 
six. '  Let  us  examine  this  policy  a  little  and  see  if 
it  will  bear  the  test  of  investigation.    You  are  to 
borrow  the  money  now  at  four  and  a  half  per 
centum  per  annum,  or,  in  other  words,  you  are  to 
sell  tbe  stock  which  you  create  at  one  and  a  half 
per  cent,  advance,  whereby  gentlemen  sav  they 
ffain  a  profit  of  seVenty-five  thousand  dollars* 
This  suin,  to  be  sure,  13  worth  saving  to  the  Gov- 
ernment; but,  sir,  what  follows?    The  moment 
you  sell  the  stock  it  begins  to  bear  an  Interest  of 
six  per  cent,  per  annum  against  you,  and  in  three 
months  your  profit  is  all  gone.    If  your  claims 
should  remain,  in  the  course  of  adjustment,  for 
the  space  of  a  year,  vou  are  out  of  pocket  two 
hundred  and  tweaty-five  thousand  dollars— and  I 
say  they  remain  so  for  that  time ;  or  longeri  fbr 
aught  we  know.    We  are  told  by  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  that  money  is  less  val- 
uable now  than  when  this  Congress  commenced 
its  present  session — suppose  that  to  be  the  facl^ 
and  I  am  not  disposed  just  now  to  question  it, 
have  we  any  evidence  it  will  be  more  valuable  in 
twelve  months  from  this  time?    What  are  the 
causes  which  have  led  to  its  depreciation,  the  gen- 
tleman did  not  stop  to  inquire,  nor  shall  I ;  bat 
the  causes,  I  take  it,  are  obvious,  and  I  think  it 
equally  obvious  that  those  causes  are  not  likely  to 
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cease  to  operate  within  a  tweWemoDth,  if  any 
judgmeDt  can  be  formed  from  a  view  of  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  world,  and  more  especially  of 
Europe,  which  always  has,  and  so  long  as  we 

Sursue  this  miserable  course  of  policy  that  drives 
omestic  industry  from  the  country,  always  will 
have  a  powerful  influence,  not  only  upon  our  pe- 
eunrary  concerns,  but  upon  the  general  concerns 
of  the  nation. 

Another  pretext,  (for  it  can  really  be  no  more 
if  'my  construction  of  the  treaty  be  correct,  and 
that  It  is  I  have  qo  doubt,) — I  say  another  pretext 
is  ofiered  for  going  into  this  measure  now,  which 
is,  that  the  nation  is  pledged  to  pay  these  claims 
so  soon  as  they  shall  be  admitted  and  allowed  by 
the  Commissioners  appointed  to  adjust  them,  and 
that  they  may  possibly  get  them  adjusted  before 
the  next  session  of  Congress;  and,  that  if  the 
Government  shall  not  be  ready  to  discharge  them 
at  the  time  they  Miall  be  so  adjusted,  our  faith  is 
broken,  the  pledge  is  gone,  public  confidence  de- 
stroyed. If  any  weight  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
such  an  argument,  in  any  case  resting  upon  con- 
tingencies, it  cannot  be  admitted  in  this  case. 
8uctv  an  argument  would  come  with  a  very  poor 
grace  from  these  claimants,  who  have  kept  their 
claims  hanging  before  the  Commissioners  for 
years,  waiting,  as  I  presume,  for  evidence,  while 
those  Commissioners  were  drawing  upon  the  Trea- 
sury for  their  support.  Why  ha  ve  they  not  been 
adjusted  before  this  time?  We  have  heard  no 
complaint  of  the  Commissioners  neglecting  their 
dttty;  the  fair  presumption  is,  that  the  fault,- if 
any.  is  with  the  claimants — and  even  if  there  be 
no  rault  with  either,  the  argument  has  no  weight. 
What,  sir,  is  the  language  of  .the  treaty  under 
which  they  claim  ?  It  is,  that  when  those  claims 
are  admitted  and  allowed,  they  shall  be  paid  by 
the  Creation  of  stock;  hence,  there  can  be  no  obli- 
gation on. the  Government  to  create  the  stock  un- 
til they  be  adttiitted  and  allowed.  There  is  no 
stipubition  in  the  treaty  to  have  the  money  wait- 
ing in  the  Treasury  until  it  shall  suit  those  claim- 
ants to  g€t  their  accounts  adjusted.  It  is  certainly 
a  very  extraordinary  doctrine  to  propagate  in  this 
House,  that  the  faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged  to 
travel  out  of  its  ordiilary  course  of  legislation  to 
accommodate  a  few  individuals  who  mav  chanc^ 
to  have  claims  upon  it.  It  goes  the  whole  length 
of  savinff  that  we  shall  continue  in  session  until 
it  shall  please  those  gentlemen  to  be  ready  to  re- 
ceive their  money,  or  that  w-e  must  anticipate 
them,  and  pav  hair  a  million  of  dollars  interest 
upon  the  stock  created^  for  fear  we  should  not  be 
prepared  to  pay  those  mdividuals  their  money  the 
moment  they  get  their  claims  ready  for  presenta- 
tion, and  thereby  be  guilty  of  a  breach  and  viola- 
tion of  public  honor  and  faith«  Such  a  doctrine, 
I  trust,  will  find  but  few  advocates  in  this  Hou.se, 
and  such  argtiments  bear  but  little  weight  with 
those  whose  minds  are  open  to  conviction.  Again, 
sir,  there  is  no  obli|;ation  upon  this  Government 
to  pay  money  in  this  case,  nor  is  there  any  on  the 
claimants  to  receive  it.  They  may,  therefore,  if 
they  think  proper,  refuse  your  money  and  require 
your  stock,  and  it  is  stock  they  are  entitled  to; 


and  my  word  for  it,  if  your  stock  is- better  than 
money,  as  contended  by  some  honorable  gentle- 
men, these  claimants,  who  from  their  characters 
are  well  acquainted  with  per  cent,  per  annnm  cal- 
culations, will  certainly  reqaire  it.  and  those  gen- 
tlemen who  are  such  sticklers  for  public  raith, 
dare  not  deny  it  to  them.  Gentlemen  may  tell  as 
the  public  faith  is  only  pledged  for  the  money,  as 
the  Government  is  at  liberty  to  pay  them  in  such 
manner  as  Congress  may  prescribe.  True,  sock 
is  the  languase  of  the  treaty,  but  those  wary 
claimants  will  tell  you  there .  are  three  modes 
pointed  out  for  the  extinguishment  of  those  claims, 
one  of  which  is  to  discbarge  them  with  stock 
bearing  interest  at  six  per  centum  per  annam; 
that  you  have  thought  proper  to  adopt  that  mode 
of  payment;  that  you  are  not  now  at  liberty  to 
choose  another,  ana  put  them  ofi  with  less  •  than 
their  contract;  money  is  not  stock,  nor  stock 
money.  The  Government  is  bound  to  perform  its 
contracts  specifically,  if  required  to  ao  so,  and 
money,  in  equity,  will  not  discharge  a  contract  for 
stock.  Indeed,  as  I  before  remarked,  an  areo- 
ment  proposing  to  make  such  a  chao|;e,  in  the 
nature  of  their  contract,  would  come  with  a  very 
ill  grace  from  those  gentlemen  who  are  such  stick- 
lers for  a  fir  on  adherence  to  public  laith.  There 
is  another  objection,  sir,  to  the  policy  of  this  btJi. 
You  pledge  the  Government  immediately  and  di- 
rectly for  a  sum  of  .money  it  never  was  intended 
to  be  made  responsible  for,  but  upon  contingen- 
cies. In  support  of  this  position,  I  think  I  need 
only  remind  the  House  ot  the  argument  in  rela- 
tion to  the  construction  of  the  treaty.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Delaware  tells  us  that  the 
Government  is  bound,  at  all  events,  to  pav  the 
interest  annually  upon  the  stock  created.  I  have 
no  doubt  but  it  would  be  bound  to  do  so,  if  there 
were  funds  in  hand  sufBcient,  arising  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  Florida  lands,  and  not 
otherwise.- 

If  the  construction  which  I  have  giren  to  this 
treaty  be  a  correct  one,  the  Govern  mem  cannot 
be  responsible  beyond  the  value  of  the  Florida 
lands.    And.  sir,  suppose  the  lands  were  at  this 
time  really  worth  more  than  the  five  miliioDs: 
najT)  suppose  they  were  worth  ten  millioos-^l  still 
insist  upon  it,  it  would  not  be  good  policy  to  take 
them  and  pay  the  claims*    In  the  administcatioa 
of  the  fiscal  afiairs  of  the  nation,  you  most,  in 
general,  be  governed  by  the  same  rules  that  govern 
private  concerns.    The  gre&t  question  to  be  set- 
tled here  is,  whether  it  would  be  good  policy  to 
take  the  fund  and  pay  the  claims  or  not.     If  it  be 
not  policy  to  do  so,  this  bill  ought  not  to  pass ;  for, 
in  passing  iL  you  violate  one  of  the  most  obvious 
principles  of  political  justice;  you  take  from  the 
many  that  which  is  their  right,  and  give  it  to  the 
few  who  have  no  right.    Suppose  you  adopt  the 
principles  of  the  bill,  and  create  the  stock  m  the 
manner  proposed,  you  enter  into  a  new  contract, 
not  immediately  with  those  claimants,  but  with 
other  persons.r    The  nioment  the  certificates  are 
handed  out,  even  suppose  they  &11  into  the  hands 
of  those  very  claimants^  ihey  are  no  longer  known 
as  claimants  under  the  Spanish  Treaty ;  they 
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sume  another  character  of  creditors;  they  have  a 
fair  claim  on  your  Goyernment  for  five  millions 
of  dollars,  chargeable  with  six  per  cent,  interest 
thereon  annually,  for  so  many  years  as  it  may  be 
anredeemed.  And,  sir,  when  voa  have  done  so. 
what  have' you  done,  and  what  have  you  goti 
Why,  sir,  you  have  riveted  upon  the  necits  of  the 
people  a  yoke  they  will  never  be  able  to  throw  off, 
UDtil  they  have  performed  the  servitude,  until  they 
have  served  the  favored  few,  the  darling  objects 
of  this  bill,  to  the  amount  ot  fiv^  millions  of  dol- 
lars— no  small  sum,  lA.  these  hard  times.  I  say,  sir, 
you  hare  fixed,  irretrievably  fixed,  upon  the  com-: 
munity  the  yoke,  and  that  without  any  the  small- 
est shadow  of  right  to  do  so. 

And,  sir,  what  are  you  to  get  in  lieo  of  your 
five  millions  of  dollars?  I  will  not  say  a  land 
of  mosquitoes,  frogs,  serpents,  and  alligators.  I 
will  suppose  the  best  that  can  be  said  of  it.  You 
know  not  whAt  you  have  eot ;  you  have  got  some 
wild  lands  in  a  country  whose  geography  no  man 
in  this  House  can  know  with  any  certaintv }  you 
have  relinquished  th^  bird  in  the  hand  for  the  bare 
possibility  of  obtaining  the  one  in  the  bush.  You 
have  indemnified  a  few  insurance  companies  and 
underwriters,  and  have  saddled  the  nation  with  a 
certain  debt  of  five  millions,  and  the  interest  until 
paid.  By  the  bargain  you  drivje,  you  violate  one 
of  the  first  rules  of  private  economy,  that  is, 
^  never,  to  buy,  at  any  price,,  aa  article  you  can 
neither  use  nor  sell."  Have  younot  already  more 
public  lands  than  you  can  disposeof  to  advantage  ? 
Are  they  not  the  greatest  drug  in  the  market? 
Have  you  not  lands  in  nine  different  Slates  and 
Territories?  And,  sir,  will  the  Florida  iands|)ay 
the  interest  oa  the  capital  vested  i  They  certainly 
will  not.  If,  indeed,  you  appropriate  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  all  the  public  lands  in  the  United 
States,  they  will  scarcely  pay  the  debt  and  interest 
in  ten  years.    If  you  make  a  calculation  of  the 

Sroceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  that 
itate  where  the  population  is  increasing  more 
rapidly  iha^  in  aqy  other  State  in  the  Union,  and 
at  that  period,  too,  when  there  were  more  lands 
sold,  perhaps,  than  at  any  other — I  mean  the  years 
1820-1-2;  upoasuch  calculation,  str»  it  will  be 
found  that  this  debt  and  the  interest  can  scarcely 
be  paid  in  one  hundred  and  fifty  years.    I  have 
allosion  to  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent.    The  sales  of  the  public  lands 
IB  that  State,  if  I  mistake  not,  averaged  in  the 
years  1820-1-2,  three  hundred  and   thirty  two 
thousand    one    hundred  and    sixty-five  dollars. 
From  this  sum  deduct  the  interest  of  the  debt, 
which  b  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  we 
find  a  balance  of  $32,165  to  be  applied  annually 
to  the  extinguishment  of  the  original  debt.    And. 
sir,  can  you  hope  that  the  lands  in  Florida  will 
ever  be  as  productive  as  the  lands  in  Indiana  ?    If 
so,»it  is  a  vain  hope,  which  will  never  be  realized. 
One  further  view  of.  this  subject,  and  I  have 
done.    Gentlemen  may  endeavor  to  make  them- 
selves believe  those  calculations  are  fallacious, 
and  my  views  visionary.  I  presume  a  fair  method 
of  calculating,  and  one  that  no  honorable  gentle- 
man can  object  to,  will  be  to  compare  the  value  of 


the  two  kinds  of  stock.  What  would  be  the  differ- 
ence in  value  of  stock,  payable  from  the  proceeds 
of  these  lands,  the  value  of  which  is  totally  un^ 
known,  and  the  value  of  that  kind  of  stock  pro- 
posed by  this  bill?  The  one  directs  you  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  annually,  for  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  the  other 
leads  you  through  this  land  of  reptiles  described 
by  my  friend  from  Virffinia.  I  say,  what  is  the 
fair  value  of  each,  and  what  the  discrepance? 
This  tests  the  policy  of  the  bill.  I  put  it  to  every 
honorable  gentleman  in  this  House,  what  differ- 
ence would  you  make  in  the  price  of  the  stock  ? 
Would  you  make  1^  per  cent.  ?  If  so,  you  are 
throwinff  away  a  million  of  dollars  on  the  claim- 
ants. But,  sir,  I  say  there  is  forty  per  cent,  differ- 
ence ;  and,  if  so,  you  are  throwing  away  two  mil- 
lions. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  intended  to  have  gone  mora  into 
detail  upon  this  subject,  and  am  sorry  my  state  of 
health  will  not  admit  of  it..  However,  as  I  re- 
marked in  the  outset,  I  can  hardly  hope  to  bare 
changed  the  opinion  of  one  honorable  gentleman 
in  this  House.  I  can  say  no  more:  nor  could  I 
have  rested  satisfied  to  have  said  less.  I  do  think 
this  bill  is,  in  its  operation,  calculated  to  de- 
fraud the  public.  And,  sir,  I  can  never  consent 
ta stand  and  look  on  in  silence,  and  see  the  honest 
community  defrauded  of  its  rights  in  any  form : 
and,  sir.  it  this  bill  passes,  I  say  it  robs  them  of 
two  millions  of  dollars. 
When  Mr.  Test  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Randolph  moved  its  recommitment  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  supported 
the  motion  by  a  speech. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  73,  noes  93. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill- 
Mr.  McLam£,  of  Delaware,  rose,  and  delivered, 
at  considerable  lensthyhis  views,  in  reply  to  the 
gentlemen  who  had  opposed  the  bill. 

Mr.  LuiNQSTON  also  spoke  on  the  bill;  and 
Mr.  Wright  renewed  the  motion  to  recommit 
the  bill. 

After  aome  remarks  from  Mr.  Bartlitt,  the 
question  was  aeain  taken  on  recommitting  the 
bill,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  by  yeas  and  nays.— For  the  bill  117,  against 
it  66,  as  follows : 

YXAs—- Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Alli- 
son, Archer,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Barllett,  Bas- 
sett,  Blair,  Breck,  Buchsntn,  Buck,  Burleigh,  BartOD» 
Cady,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Car- 
ter, Cai7,  Cassedy,  Cobb,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook, 
CraiVa,  Craig,  Crown  in  shield,  Culpeper,  Cnahman, 
Cuthbert,  Day,  Durfee,  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Baton,  Ed- 
dy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Car- 
olina, Farrelly,  Foot  of  Connecticat,  Foote  of  New 
York,  Forsyth,  Forwatd,  Frost,  Oarnett,  Oatlin,  Qiat, 
Govan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Uaywatd,  Hemp- 
hill, Hobart,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Jenkins,  Kent,  Kid- 
der, Kremer,  Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Lincoln,  Litch- 
field.  Little,  Livermore,  Livingston,  Locke,  LongfaK- 
low,  McKee,  McKim,  McLaae  of  Delaware,  Mark- 
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ley,  Martiadale,  MatMD,  Mitchell  of  PenneylTenia, 
Hitcbf]!  of  Merjriand,  Morgan,  Neale,  Neleon,  New- 
font  O'Brien,  Owen,Patteraooof  PenneyWania,  Plum- 
«r  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Rankin,  Reed.  Rose, 
Saunders,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Alexander  Smyth,  William 
Smith,  Speight,  Spence,  A.  Stevenson,  J.Stepbeneon, 
Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  TaUnall,  Ten  Eyck,  Thomp- 
eon  of  Georgia,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Vinton,  Webster,  Whipple,  Whit- 
tlesey, Williams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Wood. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Adamf,  Alexander  of  Ten.,  Allen  ef 
Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Darber  of  Con- 
necticut, J.  8.  Barbour,  Beechtr,  Brent,  Brown,  Buck- 
ler, Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cocke,  Conner,  EUis,  Gar- 
rison, Gaday,  Harris,  Hayden,  Henry,  Herkimer, 
Hooka,  Ingham,  Isacks,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T. 
Johnson^  F.  Johnson,  LeAwich,  Letcher,  Long,  Mc- 
Arthur,  McCoy,  McKean,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mangum, 
Martin,  Metlack,  Metcalfe,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsyl- 
▼aniat  Prince,  Randolph,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Ross, 
Sandlbrd,  Scott,  Sloane,  SUndefer,  Sterling,  Talia- 
ferro, Taylor,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kenlncky,  Tod, 
Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck, 
Whitman,  While,  Wiekllffe,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Woods, 
tad  Wright 

Bo  the  bill  was  pasted,  and  seat  to  the  Senate 
lor  concurrence. 


Saturday,  May  8. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  establish  Bowdoinham, 
in  the  State  of  Maine ;  Troy,  in  the  State  of  New 
York ;  and  Fairport,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  ports 
of  delivery ;  which  was  read  twice,* and  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  <^for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Daape,"  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  called  up  his  reso- 
lution for  adjournment ;  but  the  House  being  thin, 
and  Mr.  Cooke  having  moved  for  a  call  of  the 
House,  Mr.  A.  waived  his  call  fpr  the  present, 
giving  notice  that  he  should  move  for  the  consid- 
eiation  of  the  resolution  on  Monday  neaL 

POLICE  OP  THE  CAPITOL. 

The  engrossed  resolution /or  the  regulation  of 
the  police  of  the  Capitol,  (one  provuaon  of  which 
authorizes  the  extension  of  the  authority  of  the  cor- 
poration of  Washington  to  the  public  grounds 
about  the  Capitol,)  was  read  a  third  time.  Mr. 
Wood,  inquiring;  the  particular  object  of  the  lat- 
ter provision,  Mr.  Lathrop,  in  the  absence  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  who  reported  it,  sai^, 
that,  as  he  understood  it,  the  object  was  to  give 
auch  authority  to  the  corporation  of  Washington 
as  should  carry  into  effect  its  provisions  figainst 
the  establishment  of  grog-shops  or  stands,  on  the 
public  property,  4bc.  A  motion  was  then  made  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  agreed  to. 

Subsequently,  the  resolution  was  acain  taken 
up,  on  the  nation  of  Mr.  Mbrobb,  and  the  ques- 
lion  being  on  its  passage^ 


Mr.  CocKB  spoke  against  that  part  of  ike  reso* 
lution  which  authorizes  the  appointment  of  a 
deputy,  by  the  Marshal  of  the  Diittrict,  during 
each  session  pf  Congress,  to  attend  and  preserve 
order  in  the  precincts  of  the  Capito^  considering 
it  wholly  unnecessary  to  appoint  an  additional  o&> 
cer,  while  the  House  had  so  many  officers  and 
messengers,  4bc. 

Mr.  Mbbcer  expressed  his  re^et  that  this  reso- 
lution should  give  rise  to  any  discussion,  bat  went 
on  to  say,  that  sotneprovisiyn  of  thet  sort  was  abso- 
lutely necessary.  There  is  now  no  police  in  the 
central  part  of  fhe  Capitol  or  its  exterior,  dkc.  The 
exhibition  (of  the  Panorama  of  Paris)  now  goinr 
on  in  the  centre  building,  was  by  permission  of 
the  officers  of  the  two  Houses,  bnt  not  by  their  aa- 
thority^  for  the  obvious  reason  that  thev  have  ao 
authority  there.  As  to  the  officers  of  to  is  Hoose, 
they  cannot  attend  to  the  police  of  other  parts  and 
avenues  of  the  building,  because  their  presence  is 
necessarv  here,  to  attend  to  their  dntieif  within  this 
Hall.  There  were  a  variety  of  petty  offences  liable 
to  be  committed  on  the  premises,  which  it  wii 
necessary  to  ^he  dignity  and  character  of  thn 
House  to  provide  against. 

The  resolution  was  further  opposed  by  Mr. 
Robs,  on  the  ground  of  the  sufficiency  of  tbii 
House,  by  its  officersi  to  protect  its  own  dig- 
nity, dbc* 

The  resolution  was  Airtfaer  supported  hy  Mi. 
Woon,  who  said,  having  examined  the  resolotioa, 
he  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  it,  and  would  even  go 
further,  if  it  were  necessary.  It  was  obvious  lo 
every  sense,  that  there  wel'e  nuisances  here  whiek 
required  removal,  some  of  them,  he  intimated,  of 
.<iuch  a  nature  that  there  was  no  man  of  honor 
whose  moral  sense  must  not  revolt  at  eneounler- 
ing  them,  dte.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  Uie  res- 
olution would  pass. 

Mr.  Liveemobb,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  thtt 
the  gentlemen  who  supported  this  measure  seemed 
to  be  very  much  alarmed  by  something,  which  for 
his  part  be  did  not  understand.  .  We  have  sat  ben, 
said  he,  for  many  years,  without  any  inconveni- 
ence to  the  body  politic,  or,  as  far  as  I  koow,  to 
the  body  natural.  I  should  be  as  willing  as  any 
one  to  expel  from  the  temple  those  who  sell  doves 
for  the  sacrifice ;  but  the  doves  of  Venus  will  not, 
I  believe,  fly  in  the  fkce  of  any  one,  if  he  will  let 
them  alone.  -We  do  not,  therefore,  waat  a  police 
here  to  protect  ourselves  from  such  evils  as  thew. 
We  have  a  doorkeeper,  with  bis  deputies,  and  an 
assistant  doorkeeper,  always  on  their  p«>Bts,  (ei- 
cept  th4t  we  have  given  the  'latter  leave  of  ib- 
sence  for  a  while.)  I  thought,  too,  sir.  we  had  the 
power  of  exclusive  legislation  over  tnis  District; 
but  this  resolution  proposes  to  put  us  under  tbe 

Erotection  of  the  corporation  of  Washington.    Net 
elieving  this  to  be  necessary,!  move  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table.  . 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative,  by  a  small  majority. 

VIRGINIA  MILITARY  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vanoe,  of  Ohio,  the  Howe 
took  op  the  bill  *' authorising  the  Preudenc  of  the 
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United  States  to  enter  iBto  certain  negotiations 
relative  to  lands  located  under  Virginia  military 
land  warrants,  lying  between  Ludlow's  and  Ron- 
eru'  lines,  in  the  State  of  Ohio.'' 

[This  bill  proyides,  «  That  the  President  of  the 

*  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aaihor- 

*  heed  to  ascertain  the  number  of  acres,  and,  by  ap- 

*  praisement  or  otherwise,  the  Talae  thereof,  ex- 

*  clofife  of  improTements,  of  all  soch  lands  lying 

*  between  Ludlow's  and  Roberts's  lines,  in  the 

*  State  Qf  Ohio,  as  may,  a&Teeabie  to  the  princi- 

*  pies  of  a  deciaion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 

*  United  States,  in  the  case  or  Doddridge,  lessee, 

*  against  Thompson  and  Wright,  be  held  by  per- 
<  aons  under  Virginia  military  warrants,  and  on 

*  what  terms  the  noiders  wiH  relinquish  the  same 

*  to  the  United  States;  and  that  he  report  the 
*■  facits  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session 
«  of  Congress.''} 

Mr.  P.  P*  Babvour,  of  Virginia,  presented  a 
memorial  on  the  subject,  which  had  been  trans- 
mitted to  him  by  an  individual  in  the  State  of 
Ohio ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Varob,  of  Ohfo,  stated  the  grounds  of  the 
bill,  and  the  merits  of  the  titles  which  are  proposed 
to  be  quieted  by  it.  He  replied,  tflso,  to  certain 
atacemeals  in  the  petition  just  read,  whith  he  con- 
sidered not  entirely  accurate. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babbour,  with  a  Tiew  to  cover  as 
well  the  claims  not  located,  as  those  which  are, 
and  which  it  appeared  to  him  eqnallv  proper  to 
provide  for,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  tne  table,  to 
allow  him  time  to  prepare  an  amendment  for  that 
purpose.  ' 

Mr.  Vanob  said,  that,  however  the  description 
of  claims  refecred  to  by  Mr.  Barbour  mignt  re- 
qnire  future  legislation,  he  did  not  think  it  ouffht 
to  be  connected  with  this  bill,  which  embraced  a 
distinct  class  of  cases. 

Mr.  Barbour  withdrew  his  motion,  with  a  view 
to  introduce  his  proposition  separately  from  it 

Mr.  WicKLfm,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  to  it  a  provision  requiring  a 
aiatement  of  the  amount  paid  by  the  purchasers 
to  the  Geneml  Government  for  the  land,  and 
when  paid,  to  be  included  in  the  communication  to 
Gonffreas. 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Rankin  and 
Mr.  Vancb,  this  motion  was  withdrawn  by  the 
mover,  under  the  impression  that  the  information 
miffht.be  otherwise  obtained. 

Mr.  MoCoT,  of  Virginia,  expressed  his  doubts 
of  the  expediency  of  le^slattng  on  this  subject  at 
all.  When  Congress  did  leffisiate  on  the  subject, 
they  ought,  at  least,  toffive  tne  holders  of  military 
warrants  the  option  of  locating  the  warrants  on 
other  lands  than  those  now  open  to  them,  &c. 

Mr.  McAmTHUR,  of  Ohio,  feeling  himself  in- 
terested in  this  bill,  said  he  should  decline  voting 
upon  ic  He  stated,  however,  some  of  his  views 
on  the  subject,  one  of  which  was,  that  the  bill 
was  one-sided,  re^rding  the  United  States  only. 
and  could  not  prejudice  any  interest  of  the  United 
States.  He  had  hoped  the  claimants  under  Vir- 
ginia would  have  been  allowed  a  participation  in 
the  iavestigation  proposed  by  this,  bill,  but  the 


committee,  it  seemed,  had  determined  otherwise. 
Some  of  the  statements  in  the  petition  which  had 
been  read,  he  pronounced  to  be  false,  and  it  had 
apparently  been  drawn  up  without  any  knowledge 
of  the  decision  ofthe  Supreme  Court. ^ 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  further  explained  and  de- 
fended the  provisions  of  the  bill,  gave  a  history 
of  the  case  embraced  in  it ;  and,  on  his  motion, 
the  report  of  the  select  committee  in  the  case,  was 
read^ 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  without  opposition. 

NAVIGATION  OF  WESTERN  RIVERS. 

The  House  took  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  made  yesterday,  upon  the  bill 
making  an  appropriation  towards  removing  the 
sand  bars  and  obstructions  to  the  bed  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, Ohio,  and  Missouri  rivers,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  upon  agreeinff  to  the  amendment,  which 
introduces  a  substitute  for  the  original  bill — 

Mr.  BircBANAN,  of  Pennsylvania,  objected  to 
the  amendment,  as  too  far  enlarging  its  extent, 
and  leaving  it  withdot  a  sufficiently  definite  ob- 
ject. If  a  system  of  .internal  improvement  were 
to  be  adopted  by  the  General  €k)vernment,  he 
should  not  be  hostile  to  the  object  of  this  bill  as  a 
part  of  it.  Considering  this  amendment  as  not 
sufficiently  specific,  or  guarded,  he  should,  if  it 
succeeded,  be  obliged,  under  present  impressions, 
to  vote  against  the  bill. 

M^.  SuARPE,  of  New  York,  was  in  favor  ofthe 
object  of  the  bill,  but  had  considerable  doubt  of 
the  practicability  of  the  means  proposed  to  carry 
it  into  eflfect.  In  New  York,  he  said,  large  sums 
of  money  had  been  appro^N-iated  for  dams  and 
sluices,  ic.j  in  its  great  river;  and,  after  the  ex- 
penditure of  all  this  money,  the  navigation  ofthe 
river  was  worse  now  than  it  was  Mfore  ever  a 
dollar  was  laid  out  upon  it  The  moment  a  bar 
was  removed  from  one  place  in  the  river,  a  sub- 
stitute for  it  was  created  in  another.  Those  bars 
had  increased  to  such  an  extent,  that  the  steam- 
boat cannot  now  find  her  way  to  Albany ;  and  he 
feared  that  the  attempt  to'remove  the  'sand  bars  in 
the  Ohio,  Missouri,  and  Mississippi  rivers,  might 
place  those  rivers  in  the  same  situation.  We  may 
begin,  said  he,  with  975,000,  which  is  a  very  small 
beginning;  we  may  reniove  the  bars  from  one 
place,  but  I  fear  it  will  only  be  to  create  them  ht 
another,  dbc.  The  bill,  he  thought,  proposed  to 
begin  on  too  large  a  scale ;  and,  if  he  was  com- 
pefled  to  vote  on  a  poposition  so  general  as  this 
ameadioent,  he  snouid  be  compelled  to  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  HrnrT  said,  the  bill  on  the  table  proposed 
to  test  the  great  system  of  internal  improvenient, 
bv  its  application  to  a  precise  and  definite  object. 
The  advocates  of  that  system,  said  he,  have  taken 
high  ground.  They  contend  that  Congress  have 
power  to  establish  roads  and  canals,  and  to  im- 
prove existing  channels  of  intercourse,  for  national 
purposes ;  and  that  it  is  expedient  to  exercise  it. 
Their  adversaries,  with  some  few  exceptions, 
waive  the  question  of  expediency,  and  stake  their 
whole  defence  upon  a  denial  of  the  power. 
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Before  I  proceed  to  notice  the  main  question,  I 
take  this  opportunity  to  declare,  that  I  am  a  friend 
of  State  sovereignty ;  that  I  regard  it,  in  its  ap- 
propriate sphere  of  action,  as  the  best  security  for 
the  success  of  our  great  Republican  experiment; 
and  that  I  would  be  among  the  last  to  give  my 
assent  to  the  passage  of  any  law,  however  appar- 
ently expedient,  which  could  only  be  enacted  by 
encroaching  upon  those  -powers,  Which  have 
been  exclusively  retained  to  the  States  or  to  the 
people. 

After  the  elaborfite  and  able  discussion  which 
has  already  taken  place,  during  the  present  session, 
upon  the  bill  "  to  procure  the  necessary  surveys 
for  roads  and  canals^"  it  would  be  almost  pre- 
sumptuous in  me. to  enter  at  large  into  the  (Jon- 
Btitutiooal  question  of  power.  I  might,  indeed, 
assume  it  in  argument,  to  be  the  settled  rule  of 
the  Government  that  Congress  have  the  power  to 
do  what  is  proposed  to  be  done  by  the  bill  under 
consideration.  I  might,  also,  fairly  contend,  that 
the  Constitutional  difficulty  is  not  at  all  involved 
in  the  present  investigation.  Let  it  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  are  the 
bounaaries  of  neighboring  States;  and,  with  the 
exception  of  Louisiana,  that  they  do  not  pass 
through  the  territorial  limits  of  either  of  the 
States;  that  they  are  the  common  commercial 
highways  of  all  who  inhabit  the  vast  regions 
through  which  they  flow ;  and  are  justly  regard- 
ed, not  as  the  property  of  particular  Stales,  but  as 
common  stock — as  national  property.  The  in- 
quiry, therefore,  shall  be  directed,  throughout,  to 
the  naked  questions  of  expediency,  necessity,  prac- 
ticability, and  propriety. 

In  the  particular  case  before  us,  it  could  not  be 
expected,  that  a  single  State  would  take  upon 
herself  the  burden  of  accomplishing  an  object,  in 
"which  80  many  other  States  were  equally  con- 
cerned. And,  if  she  were  willing  to  do  so,  it  is 
certain  that  the  plans  adopted  tor  the  puipose, 
would  be  satisfactory  to  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  result?  Might  not  jealousies,  fei^ds^  and  bor- 
der animosities  ensue,  gradually  engendering  those 
hereditary  hatreds,  which  would,  by  and  by,  break 
out  in  open  hostility  ?  But,  suppose  an  associa- 
tion of  several  States  is  formed,  for  the  effectua- 
tion of  this  desirable  object ;  would  the  mischief 
be  diminished  ?  The  patriots  who  framed  the 
Constitution,  were  not  indifferent  to  the  dangers 
^  be  apprehended  from  the  supposed  or  actual 
'existence  of  separate  interests^  which  might,  even- 
tually, give  birth  to  several  distinct  confederacies, 
each  pursuing  its  own  objects  in  its  own  way. 

Ainong  the  leading  motives,  which  led  to  the 
mdoption  of  that  instrument,  the  necessity  of  guard- 
ing against  such  sectional  and  selfish  ajliances, 
was  not  the  least  influential.  And  who  would 
not  shudder,  to  see  a  combination  amonz  the 
, States  and  Territories  composing  the  valler  of 
the  Mississippi,  for  the  protection  of  a  class  or  in- 
terests which  were  avowed  and  admitted  to  he 
peculiar  to  themselves?  If  we  regard  the  Union 
as  worth  preserving,  we  must  sedulously  avoid 
every  tendency,  in  principle  or  in  practice,  which 
might,  by  possibility,. endanger  its  security.    Let 


the  people  look  to  the  national  GoverameDt,  is 
the  fountain  of  all  benefits,  which  are  to  be  felt 
by- the  whole  nation,  oc  by  more  than  one  of  its 
members.  We  shall  thus  avoid,  not  only  those 
petty  contentions,  which  merely  disturb  the  pub- 
lic tranquillity  ;  but  also  those  dreadful  disorders, 
which  might,  at  some  distant  period,  rend  in  twain 
our  glorious  and  happy  Union. 

Let  us  next  inquire,  whether  it  is  necessary  to 
exert  that  power  "  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
the  Ohio  and  l^ississippi  rivers?"  The  report 
upon  your  table  exhibits  a  brief  narratiFe  of  facts, 
making  out  the  strongest  possible  caae  for  the  in- 
terposition of  Congress.  The  bars  which  crosi 
the  channel  of  the  Ohio,  render  it  inapassaUe,  ex- 
cept by  vessels  of  the  smallest  size,  during  six 
months  of  every  year.  The  obstructions  to  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  are  not  peculiar  to 
any  season.  They  proceed  from  the  ionpetnosiiy 
of  its  current,  and  the  nature  of  the  coup  try  through 
which  it  rolls  on  its  resistless  mas^ of  waters  to  the 
ocean.  It9  navigation  is  always  dangerous ;  aad 
the  surprise,  which  a  passenger  could  not  but  fee), 
after  a  survey  of  its  numerous  impedimeots,  woold 
be,  not  that  so  many  boats  w^re  wrecked,  but  that 
so  many  should  escape.  It  may  be  safely  affirmed, 
that  a  stronger  case  for  the  interference  of  Con- 
gress can  never  occur. 

In  relation  to  the  plan  recommended  in  the  re- 
port, and  provided  m  the  bill,  for  iaiproving  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  I  am  happy  to  find 
that  there  is  no  division  of  opinion*  As  regards 
the  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  I  am  sorry  to  perceive 
that  we  are-  likely  to  encounter  more  difficulty 
from  collision  among  ourselves,  than  from  all 
other  sources  of  danger  put  togethejr.  In  order  to 
meet  the  views  of  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  TMr.  Stbwart,)  and^  also,  to  grat- 
ify several  gentlemen  from  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  I 
consented  to  such  a  modification  of  the  original 
bill,' as  would  extend  the  contemplated  improve- 
ments to  Brownsville,  where  the  national  road 
crosses  the  Monongahela.  This,  howeFer,  was 
not  acceptable  to  another  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  QocHANAN,)  who  has  submitted  an 
amendment,  substantially  restoring  the  provision 
of  the  original  bill,  with  the  exception  that  the 
mode  of  operation  is  left^  in  each  ^r tici|lar  case 
of  obstruction,  to  the  discretion  ol  the  engineer. 
It  is  impossible  that  gentlemen  should  think  pre- 
cisely alike.  In  such  cases,  it  is  the  duty  of  a  legis- 
lator to  concede  something,  in  deference  to  those 
whose  judgments  he  is  dbli^ed  to  consult,  and 
whose  good  will  he  most  conciliate.  I  exhort  mv 
worthy  friend  from  Pennsylvania, (Mr.  STEWAaT,} 
the  firm  and  vigilant  sentmel  of  the  interests  of  his 
constituents,  with  whom  I  hare  acted  with  so 
much  pleasure  on-  former  occasions,  not  to  with- 
draw his  countenance  and  hi»  ftid  from  this  meas- 
ure, because  be  cannot  get  it  fashioned,  in  all  re- 
spects, according  to  his  wishes.  It  is  of  para- 
mount importance  to  obtain  a  recognition  of  the 
principle  embraced  in  the  bill,  and  the  particular 
modmcation  of  it  is  comparatively  immaterial, 
^or  the  sake  of  conciliating  the  opinions  of  all 
who  are  friendly  to  the  principle,  I  am  willing  to 
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yield  my  owo  opioions  as  to  iu  details;  and,  with 
this  view,  I  do  not  liesitate  to  accept  the  amend- 
ment.  In  the  mean  time,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Stewart,)  and  all 
others  who  think  and  feel  with  him,  may  assure 
themselves  that  when  the  ^reat  scheme  of  inter- 
nal improvement  comes  to  be  matured,  the  re- 
moval of  every  obstacle  to  the  free  and  safe  navi- 
gation of  this  noble  river,  will  claim  and  receive 
the  earlv  and  special  attention  of  Congress. 

But  the  gentleman  (Mr.  StewartX  objects  to 
the  amendment  because  it  requires  an  experiment' 
to  be  made  upon  one  of  the  six  bars,  iadioated  be- 
low the  falls  of  Ohio,  and  makes  the  improve- 
ment of  the  remainder  of  said  bars  dependent  upon 
the  success  of  that  experiment.  Now,  to  me; 
there  seems  to  be  no  just  grounds  of  objection 
upon  this  score*  A  similar  provision  is  to  be 
found  in  the  original  bill.  Upon  much  reflection, 
I  then  thought  such  a  provision  necessary,  and  1 
think  so  still.    Anxious  as  I  am',  sir,  for  the  im- 

Srovement  of  Western  navigation ;  sensible,  as  I 
avelong  been,  that  We  have  a  just  claim  to  an 
equal  share  of  the  benefits  resultmg  from  the  ex- 

Eeoditure  of  money ;  and  happy  as  I  should  be  to 
aftten  and  to  hail  the  day  when  the  great  system 
"vrhich  will  contribute  so-  much  to  equalise  that 
expenditure,  is  put  fully  into  operation,  I  am  still 
more  anxious  that  the  Government  should  get  a 
good  bargain  for  every  dollar  that  is  expended  in 
the  West.  I  wish  for  no  lavish  or  unjustifiable 
appropriation  of  the  public  money.  My  sole* ob- 
ject is,  to  promote  such  lasting  and  valuable  im* 
provements  as  will  benefit  the  whole  community ; 
and,  when  we  draw  im^ney  from  the  public  Treas- 
ury, to  be  sure  of  getting  a  fair  equivalent,  to  the 
objects  upon  which  it  is  expended. 

ilaving  thus  endeavored,  I  trust  not  in  vain,  to 
l>ring  the  friends  of  the  principle  together,  upon 
the  ground. of  mqtual  concession,  I  will  direct 
your  attention,  fof  a  moment,  to  the  vast  import- 
ance of  the  interior  communication  which  the 
bill  proposes  to  facilitate,  and  the  value  of  the 
commerce  of  which  it  is  the  channel.  Upon  this 
•head,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  eight  of  the 
States,  together  with  all  western  Pennsylvania 
and  Virginia,  and  two  Territories,  have  scarcely 
another  vent  by  which  the  surplus  productions  of 
their  industry  can  be  conveyed  to  markets 

The  Government  has  done  much  for  the  pro- 
tection, 1  might  almost  say,  for  the  creation,  of 
foreign  cominerce.  What  are  the  principal  stipu- 
lations in  all  our  treaties  with  foreign  Powers  ? 
The  regulation  of  commerce.  Why  do  we  main- 
tain diplomatic  relations  with  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope and  America,  at  an  annual  expense  exceed- 
ing 9100,000?  For  the  protection  of  foreign 
commerce.  Why  do  we  submit  to  pay  tribute  to 
the  piratical  plates  of  Barbery  ?  For  the  protec- 
tion of  foreign  commerce.  For  the  same  purpose 
we  establish  ligbthousesy  8ea walls,  buoys,  and 
remove  all  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the 
bays,  hartwra,  and  inlets,  whieh  communicate 
with  the  ocean.  To  say  nothing  of  the  late  war, 
which  was  commenced  for  commercial  a^gres- 
sionsi  during  the  last  year  we  fitted  out  a  tormi- 


dableand  expensive  naval  armament  for  the  ex- 
tirpation of  the  pirates,  whose  wanton  depredations 
had  become  the  terror  and  the  scoucge  ol*  our  com- 
mercial ad  venturers  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  We 
complain  not  of  this.  It  was  all  right.  It-  is  the 
duty  of  the  nation  to  chei;isb,  by  every  means  in 
its  power,  the  prosperity  of  this  great  interest. 
We  have  borne  our  share  of  the  burden ;  we  have 
borne  it  cheerfully.  But,  whilst  so  much  has  been 
done,  and  is  still  doing,  for  the  benefit  of  the  sea- 
board, may  we  not  insist  that  it  is  high  time  to  do 
something  for  us?  Whilst  the  care  of  the  na- 
tion is  liberally  extended  to  every  other  interest, 
shall  the  farmer,  the  staff  of  the  Gk)vernment,  be 
comparatively  neglected  ?  We  now  put  it  to  the 
magnanimity  and  justice  of  our  Atlantic  brethren 
to  say  whether  they  will  not  protect  our  agricul- 
ture and  our  internal  commerce,  against  the  bam, 
the  sawyers,  the  planters,  the  snaga^  those  station- 
ary pirates  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  ? 

In  point  of  expense,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
heavy  looses  sustained  upon  those  rivers,  in  a  single 
year,  would  be  more  than  sufilcient  to  defray  the 
whole  charge? lof  the  proposed  improvements.  In 
the  report  upon  your  table,  the  average  estimate  of 
loss,  by  accidents,  in  each  year,  as  stated  to  be  from 
five  to  ten  per  cent.  From  five  to  twenty  per 
cent,  would  have  been  nearer  the  truth.  In  that 
report,  there  is  also>a  passing  allusion  to  a  most 
shocking  calamity-^Che  loss  of  the  steamboat  TeA* 
nessee;  a- disaster  which  is  hardly  surpassed  in 
the  annals  of  shipwreck  !  .1  do  not  mean  to  har- 
row up  your  feelings,  by  dwelling  upon  the  sad 
particulars  of  that  dreadful  scene!  I  hope,  how- 
ever, that  the  reeollection  of  the  ills  we  have  suf- 
fered will  beget  a  lively  attention  to  this  great 
concern ;  and  that  we  shall  deserve  that  high  re- 
commendation— 

<«  The  Congress  let  no  partial  ftvors  fall ; 
'  The  people's  servants,  they  protected  sll."< 

Mr.  Ba08Btt,  of  Virginia,  denied  that  the  people 
of  the  Atlantic  States  derive  any  other  benefit 
from  foreign  commerce  than  such  as  the  peoi^e  of 
the  West  equally  participate  in.  To  both  of  them, 
commerce  furnished,  at  diminished  cost,  and  with 
increased  facility,  articles  of  necessity  or  conveni- 
ence, dbc.  The  lighthouses,  and  other  expendi- 
tures of  thai  sort,  he  said,  were  not  for  the  benefit 
of  the  persons  living  near  them,  but  of  the  whole 
country,  and,  properly  considered,  the  people  of 
the  West  were  as  much  interested  in  them  as  the 
people  of  the  East.  Mr.  B.  decidedly  objecled  to 
the  principles  of  this  bill,  which  he  considered  to 
be  as  unconstitutional  as  if  the  Constitution  itself 
rose  up  against  it.  He  considered  it  directly  in 
the  teeth  of  the  Constitution,  and  was  therefore 
opposed  to  it  in  any  shape. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE,  of  Kentucky,  replied  at  large 
to  Mr.  Bassbtt.  He  explained  the  nature  of  the 
obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Western  riv- 
ers, and  the  importance  of  removing  them,  if  prao- 
ticable.  The  Mississippi  and  the  Ohio,  he  said, 
were  not  interior  but  boundary  rivers.  They 
washed  twelve  States  and  Territories,  and  formed 
the  only  channel  of  communication  with  the  ocean. 
His  plan  for  eiteeuling  this  improvement,  he  said, 
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would  be,  first,  to  remove  the  snags  in  the  Missis- 
siM>i,  because  tbe  improvement  in  tbe  navigation 
of  rivers  must  begin  at  the  mouth  of  them,  '<dte., 
and  thence  to  proceed  up  the  river. 

Mr.  BocHANAir,  that  he  might  be  distinctly  un- 
derstood as  to  how  far  be  was  willing  to  ffo  on 
the  subject,  stated  the  comparative  merits  of  the 
bill,  and  the  amendment  now  under  consideration. 
By  the  bill,  an  experiment  was  to  be  made  in  re- 
moving a  sand  bar ;  if  successful,  it  was  to  be  fol- 
lowed up  by  other  similar  operatiOBS ;  if  not,  the 
attempt  was  to  be  abandoned.  The  amendment, 
however, reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
was  as  indefinite  in  its  tenns  as  language  conld 
make  it ;  it  pledged  the  Government  to  proceed  to 
remove  every  owtroction  to  navigation  from  the 
town  of  Brownsville  to  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Ohio,  and  down  the  Mississippi,  and  this  Hereu- 
^lemn  work  was  propo$ed  by  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  which  could  scarcely  be  understood,  as  read 
from  theClerk's  table.  Mr.  B.  said  he  was  friendly 
Co  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  West- 
ern waters,  and  abo  to  the  improvement  of  that 
of  the  Sosquehannah,  the  Hudson,  and  the  Con- 
necticut, and  he  was  willing  that  the  experiment 
ahould  be  made  in  the  Western  waten,  before  it 
is  made  in  the  Susquehannah,- though  he  by  no 
means  admitted  that  theyposscssed  superior  claims. 
His  objection  was,  not  to  the  object  of  the  bill, 
but  to  the  indefinite  term^sof  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Stswart,  of  Pennsylvania,  having  been 
one  of  the  members  of  the  oommittee  which  re- 
ported this  bill,  and  assisted 'in  preparing  the 
amendment,  rose  to  explain  the  grounds  on  which 
it  was  presented  to  the  House.  He  adverted  to  the 
surveys  and  reports  which  had  been  made  by  the 
commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose,  furnish- 
ing all  the  facts  of  the  actual  conditicta  of  the 
river,  and  reeommending  tbe  very  measure  now 
proposed  for  improvingthe  navigation.  The  losses 
sustained  at  present  by  those  who  navigate  the 
ravers  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  were  estimated  as  high 
as  from  five  to  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount ;  and, 
when  it  was  recollected  that  the  commerce  with 
Pittsbui^  alone  amounted  to  a  million  and  a  half 
of  dollars,  the  amount  of  the  annualloss  would 
be  enormoQs,  and  to  justify  a  much  larger  expen- 
diture than  is  now  proposed.  He  compared  this 
<apenditnrewith  those  for  improving  and  protect- 
ing other  bays  and  rivers,  afieoiing  but  one  or  two 
States,  whereas  eleven  States  bounded  oo  this 
liver;  and  asked  with  what  .cooscienee  gentle- 
SMB  on  the  Atlantic  could  ask  this  House  for  a 
Jiuadred  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  its  lighthouse 
estabiishipent,  and  refuse  the  people  of  the  West, 
for  their  navigation,  this  pittance  of  975,000. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Louisiana,  had  no  objection  to 
tbe  object  of  this  biil,  but  considered  the  amend- 
nent,  as  it  now  stands,  embracing  as  well  all  the 
toibntary  streams  as  the  main  streams  of  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi,  as  too  comprehensive;  and  moved 
an  amendment,  the  object  of  which  was  to  con- 
fine it  to  the  latter. 

Mr.  Sbarpb  made  some  additional  remarks  on 
the  subject,  the  general  import  of  which  was,  that 
ha  thotight  the  «ppropriatiQA  now  to  be  made( 


ought  to  be  confined  to  the  purposes  of  an  experi- 
ment. 

Mr.  Mbrobr,  of  Virginik,  delivered  those  riewi 
of  this  subject  which  his  personal  knowledge  and 
investigations  suggested.  Any  attempt  toextod 
the  improvements  of  navigation  to  tbe  streams 
tributary  to  the  Ohio^  would,  he  betieVed,  be  en- 
tirely inconsistent  with  any  reasooable  limit  to 
the  expenditure  on  this  object ;  for,  he  bettered, 
nothing  short  of  a  canal  the  whole  way  fnxB 
Brownsville  to  Pittsburg  could  tfect  a  navigatioa 
of  that  distance.  He  was  in  frivor  of  the  tmend- 
ment  of  Mr.  Bbbrt,  with  a  farther  ameDdment, 
that  the  expenditure  should  commeDce  from  tbe 
month  of  tbe  Mississippi.  At  some  future  dif, 
he  hoped  to  see  a  seneral  system  adopted  for  tbe 
purposes  of  interntu  improvement,  founded  00  tbe 
very  local  feelings  which  opposed  anjr  impnnre- 
meat  of  a  particular  point,  by  embracing  all  ob- 
jects 0/  this  description  calling  for  the  nation! 
interposition.  Mr.  M.,  in  conclusion,  exposed  tbe 
error  of  those  who  attribute  to  the  seaports  tk 
payment  of  the  imposts,  which  are  not  paid  br 
them,  but  by  the  consumer,  in  the  West  as  weO 
as  the  East — and  the  error,  on  the  other  hand,  of 
supposing  that  expenditures  for  impnnrin;  nari- 
gatioB  profited  only  those  who  lived  near  tteseai 
of  it.  dbft. 

Mr.  LiVBRMORB  said,  be  verily  believed,  if  tbe 
simple  question •  were  presented  to  appropriate 
money  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Westen 
rivers,  nii>e  tenths  of  the  House  wouM  be  in  faror 
of  it.  The  bill  was  embarrassed  by  its  detail 
and,  if  it  was  lost,  would  fall  by  them.  TbeKde 
tails  were  unnecessary,  and  he  wished  thtytnigbt 
be  excluded  by  some  amendment. 

Mr.  Coif  WAT,  Delegate  froni  A  rkanaaa,  proposed 
an  amendment  to  the  bill,  the  object  of  wbieb 
was  to  gite  the  President  a  general  power  toapptr 
f^6,000  to  the  impnovement  of  the  D8?igatioB«f 
the  Mississippi,  Ohio,  and  the  Missouri,  a  bigb 
op  as  Ffanklin. 

Mr.  BooiiAKAM  aaid,  that  «Tery  bmeidiiMot  of- 
fered to  the  bill,  proved  that  a  general aJBeodmeftt 
was>  necessary,  embracing  the.  object  <^  miking 
an  experiment  to  improve  the  navigatioD  of  ihe 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  riven,  which  tM<l<^^ 
jority  of  the  House  would  be  io  ftw  of.  To 
allow  of  its  being  pronerly  prepared,  be  oovti  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Whieh  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bitl  wb 
ordered  to  He  on  the  tawe  accordinglf  • 

After  refusing  two  sueoeosive  motioaa  to  rtttf- 
rapt  the  regular  progress  of  the  assigned  ordefsw 
the  day-^ 

The  bill  to  confer  eertain  powers  on  tbe  wn 
Court  of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  passed  ibrojs 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.LATHHoriDUjJ 
Chair,)  and  was  ordered  Hi  be  engrossed  fort  uu« 
reading. 

WABASH  AND  MIAMI  CANAL. 

The  House  then  tesolved  itself  idW  s  Coon'^- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Ross  in  the  CbairJ  «" 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Indiaot  toopen 
a  eaflnl  throi^  the  public  lands,  t«  eoimeet  a« 
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naTigation  of  tlie  rirers  WabMh  and  Uie  Miami 
of  the  Lake. 

Mr.  Call.,  Delegate  from  Florida,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  words  ^  ninety 
feet,*'  pro|>osed  by  the  bill  lo  be  ^i?en  for  the  loca« 
tion  ot  the  canal,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  a  pro- 
▼ision  for  giving  the  square  of  a  mile  on  eaeh  side 
for  the.  whole  length  of  the  canal. 

In  support  of  this  motioo,  Mr.  Call  delivered 
a  speech  of  some  lengthy  which  he  oommenced 
by  replying  to  an  anticipated  objection  On  the 
score  01  precedent,  by  saving  that  a  grant  of  lapd 
for  a  road  was  in  principle  the  same  as  a  grant  for 
a  canai,  and  a  ^rant  similar  to  this,  for  a  road 
throuek  a  part  of  the  State  of  Ohio  towards  De- 
troit, had  been  lately  made.  He  then  turned  hia 
attention  to  the  importance  of  the  canal  proposed 
to  be  made,  which,  he  said,  would  open  a  com- 
munication which  woald  connect  New  Orleans 
with  the  Western  Lakes,  to  the  great  facilitation 
of  military  operations  for  the  purposes  of  deliuiQe, 
^.,  not  to  speak  of  the  facilitation  of  commerce. 
But  this  channel,  however  important;  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  open,  for  a  long  time  a^  least, 
without  the  aid  of  a  grant  of  the  public  lands,  de«.- 

Mr.  Ramkin,  the  ChaiPAUin  of  the  Committee 
of  Public  Lands,  slated  the  views  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  subject.  They  duly^  appreciated  the 
importance  of  such  a  canal,  believing  it  to  be  the 
best  point  for  the  connexion  of  these  waters,  but 
were  restrained,  by  principles  on  which  they  had 
always  acted,  from  going  beyond  the  space  neces- 
sary for  a  canal,  and  for  assisting  ,the  coUection 
of  tolls  thereon.  If  Congress  intended  to  give  a 
grant  to  this  canal,  or  any  other  road  or  canal,  it 
was  much  preferat^e  that  the  grant  should  be  in 
money,  rather  than  in  land.  The  road  which  has 
been  spoken  of,  was  claimed  as  a  right,  accruing 
undec  the  treaty  of  Brownstowo,  and  could  not 
be  considerered  as  a  precedent  for  this  measure. 
With  regard  to  the  expediency  ofgranting  aid  to 
this  measure,  Mr.  R.  said,  if  it  sboiSd  .be  included 
in  a  general  system  of  internal  improvement,  he 
should  be  in  favor  of  it,  but  was  opposed  to  acting 
upon  it  in  the  ipanner  now  propoUd. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,, made  a  few  remarks, 
expressive  of  the  doep  interest  he  &U  on  this  sob- 
jeot,  and  of  his  cpnviction  that  the  benefit  io  ac- 
crue from  it  to  the  United  States,  would  doubly 
repay  the  whole  expense  of  making  the  canal. 

Mr.  Test,  of  Indiana,  explained  the  geojgraph- 
ical  cbaraoter  of  the  country  through  which  the 
canal  is  to  run.  It  was  a  iQeasQce  so  perfectly 
practicable^  that  he  believed  the  deepest  part  of 
the  canal  Irom  the  surface,  supposing  the  canal  to 
be  a  dead  level,  would  not  be  more  than  twenty- 
fire  feet.  Its  length  would  be  only  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  miles.  The  country  on  both  sides  of 
the  route  was  extremely  rich,  as  rich,  indeed,  as 
it  possibly  could  be,  and  capable  of  producing  a 
Tast  amount  of  agricultural  products.  On  the 
importance  of  this  work  to  that  country,  and  to 
the  United  States  geuecally,  he  dweh  at  some 
length,  and  then  replied  to  the  objections  made 
by  Mr.  Rankin,  on  the  ffround  of  the  obligations 
of  the  copipact  with  Virginia,  and  showed  by 


computattoa-  that  the  proposed  approprntion  of 
lead  would  advanee  the  value  of  the  public  lands 
to  a  muoh  greater  amount  than  that  of  the  pro- 
posed appropriation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbact,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again. 


MoNOAy,  May  10. 

Mr.  Call  presented  sundry  documents  in  rela- 
tion to  a  claim  of  Moses  Elias  Levy,  to  a  tract  of 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. — Keferred. 

VLv*  Pldmer,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  Judges  of  the  Fourth  Circuit  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  district  of  Maryland, 
and  of  the  members  of  the  bar  of  the  said  court  $ 
praying  for  an  alteration  of  the  times  fixed'  for 
holding  court ;  which  memorial  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  an  exten- 
sion of  the  system  of  granting  pensions  for  Revo- 
lutionary services ;  which  memorial  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  in  addition  to  the  acts 
relative  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment  3  and  it  was  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  from  the  Coknmittee  of 
Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Stephen 
Jenks  &  Sons,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their 
relief;  which  was  read  twice,  aud  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  J.  T.  J0BN8ON  moved  to  consider  the  reso- 
lution of  the  joint  committee,  fixing  a  da^  for  the 
adjournment  of  this  House.  The  motion  was 
neffatived-^aves  80.  noea  85; 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ''to  confer  certain 
powers  on  the  Levy  Court  of  the  c6unty  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  of  Columbiii,''  was  read  a 
third  tim&  and  passed. 

The  bill  "to  authorize  the  President  of  the; 
United  Sutes  to  enter  into  certain  negotiations ' 
relative  to  lands  located  under  Virainia  military 
laad    wamnts   lying    between    Ludlow's    and' 
Roberts';!  lines,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,''  was  read 
a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate." 

Mr.  Bebcher,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads- 
and  Canals,  reported  on  the  petition  of  Moses- 
Shepherd.    After  some  objections  and  inquiries 
from  Mr.  Cocke,  the  report  was  laid  on  th«. 
table. 

NAVIGATION  OP  WEdTBRN  RIVERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,, 
the  House  took  up  the  bill  "  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers." 

Mr.  Buchanan  oflered,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  the  following: 

'•That  the  P^sident  of  the  United  Sutet  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  anthorised  to  cause  the  navigation  of  the . 
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Ohio  river  to  be  improTed  over  the  followifig  send  bftra, 
or  either  of  them,  at  hie  diecretioo,  ie  wil :  the  eend 
bar  which  croeeee  eeid  river  odo  mile  end  e  <iaarter 
below  Flint  ialand;  the  eand  bar  two  milce  abdve 
French  island;  the  bar  jaet  below  Henderson;  the 
bar  below  Straight  ieland ;  the  har  below  Willow  is- 
land, in  the  Mississippi  bend;  and  the  bar  opposite 
to  Lower  Southerland,  below  Cumberland  island;  and, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and  directing  the  best 
method  of  carrying  the  provisions  of  this  act  into  ef- 
fect, he  may  employ  any  of  the  engineers  in  the  public 
service  which  he  may  deem  proper :  Provided,  never' 
thelesM,  That  an  experiment  shall  first  be  made  up- 
on one  of  the  sand  bars,  and  if,  in  his  judgment,  it 
shall  be  successful,  then,  and  not  otherwise,  he  is 
hereby  authorixed  to  cause  experiments  to  be  made' 
upon  the  remaining  bars/* 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  PennsyWania,  was  opposed 
to  this  amendmeDt  of  the  bill,  as  being:  calculated 
to  embarrass  it,  and,  in  effect,  to  deti^at  it.  He 
objected  especially  to  the  proviso,  which  requires 
a  previous  experiment  before  the  appropriation  is 
to  be  applied.  The  obstacles  io  the  Western 
rivers  are,  he  said,  so  various  in  their  kind,  that 
an  experiment  on  one  could  not  apply  to  the  rest  of 
them — and  the  President  must  depend  on  the 
opinions  of  others  as  to  the  success  of  the  experi- 
ment when  made,  dtc.  He  preferred  direct  legis- 
lation on  the  subject  to  any  contingent  provision. 
Mr.  S.  went  on  at  considerable  length  to  show  the 
prbpriety  of  the  amendment  adopted  in  Commit- 
tee, making  Brownsville  the  point  of  commence- 
ment where  the  proposed  improvement  met  the 
national  road,  and  rendered  complete  and  entire 
the  chain  of  communication  between  the  East 
and  West,  dbc,  stating  a  variety  of  facts  to. show 
the  fifreat  advantages  to  the  West  which  would 
result  from  this  measure. 

Mr.  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  replied,  and  advo^ 
cated  the  amendment,  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
of  paramount  importance  to  obtain  a  recognition 
of  the  principle  embraoed  in  the  bill,  and  that 
the  particular  modification  of  it  was  not  of  so 
great  importance.  For  the  sake  of  canciliatiog 
the  opinions  of  all  who  were  friendly  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  he  was  willing  to  yield  his  own 
opinion  as  to  the  details  of  it;  and,  with  that 
Tiew,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  amendmenL 

Mn  Mallary,  of  Vermont,  moved  to  amend 
the  proposed  amendment  so  as  to  cause  Iipo  ex- 
periments to  be  made  instead  of  ons,  dbc. 

Mr.  BocBANAR  reioined — expressed  his  regret 
that  the  debate  should  be  renewed^the  commit- 
tee's report  was  confined  to  certain  bars  in  the 
river  which  were  not  of  different  kinds,  but  of 
one  kind ;  and  all  he  wished  was.  that  a  trial 
should  be  made  on  one  of  these  before  money 
should  be  expended  on  the  rest. 

Mr.  Trimbub  advocated  the  amendment.  He 
was  in  favor  of  an  experiment,  and  thought  it 
ought  first  to  be  attempted  on  the  lower  part  of 
the  river. 

Mr.  McArtbur  was  indifferent  whether  one 
or  two  experiments  were  made  in  the  Mississippi, 
but  advocated  the.  propriety  of  extending  the  ex- 
periment to  the  Ohio  river  also,  the  obstructions 


in  which  were  quite  as  dangerous  to  property  as 
those  in  the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Stewart  suggested  to  Mr.  Mall  art  to 
modify  his  motion  so  as  to  require  two  *^or  more'* 
experiments. 

Mr.  Mallary  did  not  accept  of  the  suggestion. 

Mr.  Krbher  advocated  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Buchanan.  He  had  bad  some  experiments  in 
attempts  to  remove  sand  bars  in  the  Susqoehan- 
nah,  the  result  of  which  had  been  very  unfavora- 
ble. He  therefore  wished  an  experiment  made 
on  one  of  those  in  the  Ohio. 

Mr.  HooEROOBC,  of  New  York  took  similir 
ground,  and  stated  the  difficulties  which  had  been 
experienced  in  th^  Hudson,  where  vast  sums  had 
been  thrown  away  in  attempts  to  remove  sand 
bars,  without  any  permanent  benefit  from  the 
expenditure. 

Mr.  Poinsett,  of  South  Carolina,  suggested 
that  there  was  a  great  difference  between  remov- 
ing obstructions  from  sand  in  tide  rivers  and 
those  where  the  stream  always  ran  one  way.  fa 
the  former  class  of  streams,  the  removal  of  one 
sand  bar  was  succeeded  by  the  formation  of 
others ;  but,  in  streams  like  the  Miss>issippi  and 
the  upper  part  of  the  Ohio,  where  the  water  al- 
ways ran  in  one  direction,  the  case  was  very 
different. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Mallary,  proposing 
two  experitnedts,  was  agreed  to — ayes  77,  noes  71. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  amendment,  as  thus  amended, 
was  then  put,  and  carried. 

The  Hcvcral  other  amendments,  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  were  then  agreed  ta 

Mr.  McArtbur  then  offered  an  amendment  in 
the  fourth  section,  to  make  its  commencement 
read  as  follows;  **And  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
'  provinff  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  rirer, 

*  from  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri  to  New  Orieins, 

*  and  of  the  Ohio  river^  from  Pittsburg  tolls  junc- 
'  tion  with  the  Mississippi,"  so  as  to  include  the 
Ohio  river  in  the  experiment. 

The  amendment  was  amed  to,  and  the  bill,  as 
amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

CLAIM  OF  BEAUMARCHAIS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  the 
House  agreed  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  claim  of  Beaumarchais.  The  mo- 
tion was  carried — ayes  81,  noes  54. 

'The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
<Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio  in  the  Chair,  on  that 
report. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  It  is  well  known  to  most  of 
the  Committee  that  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  in  the  first 
years  of  the  Revolution,  furnished  clothing  and 
military  supplies  to  the  United  States  to  the 
amount  of  several  millions  of  livres ;  that  his  ac- 
count has  been  finally  settled  at  the  Treasury,  and 
the  whole  .amount  paid,  except  one  million  of 
livres,  which  the  accounting  officers  of  that  De- 
partment contend  he  received  from  his  own  Gov- 
ernment, and  was  one  of  the>aine  millions  which 
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Louis  XVI.gratQitously  gave  to  the  United  States. 
It  is  admitted  by  the  claiinaQts  that  he  did  re- 
ceive a  million  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
but  they  say,  and  the  agents  of  the  French  Qor- 
er Dinent  say,  that  it  was  given  him  to  be  expended 
in  secret  service  money,  and  that  he  has  satisfac- 
torily accounted  for  the  disbursement  of  it  to  his 
Grovernment,  to  whom  alone  he  was  accountable. 
From  this  decision  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
an  appeal  ismade  to  Congress. 

Hitherto,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  merits  of  this 
claim  have  hinged  4]pon  the  fact  whether  the  mil- 
lion in  question  was  received  by  Mr.  Beaomar- 
cbais,  for  the  purchase  of  supplies,-  or  not ;  and,  as 
the  arguments  adduced  bn  ^either  side  of  the  ques^ 
tion  are,  in  the  absence  of  the  highest  evidence, 
derived  from  a  great  mass  of  circumstantial  tes- 
timony, and  are  comprehended  in  long  and  nu- 
merous documents,  IwDh beg  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  most  important 
facts.  Such  a  review  will  give  the  necessary 
information  to  those  who  have  not  found  time 
to  read  the  report,  and  refresh  the  memories  of 
those  who  have.' 

Early  in  the  year  1778,  Mr.  Beacunarchais  call- 
ed on  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  then  an  agent  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  London,  and  informed  him  that  the 
French  Government  were  willing  to  furnish  the 
United  States  with  supplies  to  the  amount  of 
two  hundred  thousand  louis  d^or,  which  he  pro- 
posed to  transmit  through  the  French  West  In- 
dies, under  color  of  a  commercial  transaction. 
Mr.  Beaumarchais  soon  afterwards  returned  to 
Parb,  and  there  made  a  more  special  and  formal 
arrangement  with  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  also  an  affent 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  transmission  of  these 
supplies ;  and  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  a  com- 
mercial adventure,  and  conceal  it  from  the  Brit- 
.  ish  Gkivernment,  it  was  further  agreed  that  to- 
bacco, and  other  American  products,  should  he 
remitted  to  Mr.  Beaumarchais.  - 

In  pursuance  of  this  arrangement,  eight  cargoes 
of  military  stores,  clothing,  and  other  merchan- 
dise, were  shipped,  by  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  to  the 
United  States,  in  the  years  1777  and  1778-^nd, 
during  the  same  time,  France  furnished  the  Amer- 
ican Commissioners,  who  were,  at  that  time,  Dr. 
Franklin,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Deane,  with  two.  mil- 
lions of  livrcs  in  cash,  and  they  obtained  a  third 
from  the  Farmers  General.  During  the  shipment 
of  these  supplies,  there  seemed  to  have  been  great 
uncertainty,  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners, 
about  the  source  from  whence  they  were  derived. 
Mr.  Lee,  judging  from  what  had  passed  between 
him  and  Mr.  Beaumarchais^  and  from  the  subse- 
quent assurances  of  the  French  Minister,  always 
Insisted  that  they  were  derived  principally  from 
the  King-^while  Mr.  Deane  seemed  to  thi nit  that 
we  were  indebted  for  them  solely  to  Mr.  Beau- 
marchais. On  a  comparison,  however,  of  their 
several  letters,'  it  is  impossible  to  reconcile  the 
statements  of  the  different  Commissioners  with 
one  another,  or  those  of  the  same  gentlemen,  at 
different  times. 

In  the  year  1778,  Mr.  Deane  was  recalled,  and 
Mr.  Adams,  late  Preudeat  of  the  United  States, 


was  sent  to  supply  his  place.  In  September  of 
thfit  year^  the  tnree  Commissioners  wrote  to  the 
Count  de  Vergennes,  then  Premier  of  France, 
stated  tbeir  doubts  about  the  source  of  these  sup-  • 
plies,  and  requested  to  know  of  him  what  part  of ' 
them  had  been  furnished  by  Beaumarchais,  and 
what  part  by  the  King — that  both  they  and  the 
peop|e  of  the  United  States  had  always  believed 
the  (greater  part  of  the  supplies  had  been  furnished 
by  His  Majesty,  and  that  they  would  discharge 
the  obligation  as  soon  as  Providence  should  put 
it  in  their  power.  To  this  application  Mr.  de 
Vergennes  answers,  that  the  King  had  furnished 
nothing — ^that  he  had  permitted  Mr.  Beaumar^ 
chais  to  furnish  hioiself  from  his  arsenals,  on 
condition  of  replacing  the  articles,  and  that  he 
would,  as  to  these  articles,  interpose  to  prevent 
the  United  States  from  being  pressed  for  immer 
diate  payment.  This  correspondence  was  trans- 
mitted to  America,  and  in  the  following  year.  Con* 
gress  flirected  their  President,  Mr.  Jay,  to  write  to 
Mr.  Beaumarchais,  acknowledging  the  debt  and 
promising  payment.  '  From  that  dav  to  this,  he 
has  stood  upon  the  books  of  the  Treasury  as  a 
creditor  for  tlte  whole  amount  of  these  supplies, 
and  payments  were  made  him  from  time  to  time. 
Besides  the  remittances  in  tobacco,  and  other  do- 
mestic products,  equal  to  about  10  per  cerit.  of  the 
value  of  the  supplies,  bills  were  drawn  in  his  (avor, 
on  our  Commissioners  in  France^  for  between  two 
and  three  millions  of  livres,  payable  in  one,  two, 
and  three  years. 

In  the  year  1782,  Mr.  Deane  returned  to  France, 
and  made  a  settlement  with  Mr.  Beaumarchais, 
by^  which  the  balance  due  to  h\m  was  about  nine 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  settlement,  how- 
ever, was  not  ratified  by  Congress,  because  it  was 
said  Mr.  Deane  had  no  authority  to  make  one ; 
and  because,  I  presume.  Congress  did  not  approve 
it.  But  in  17$4,  Mr.  Barclay,  who  was  appoint- 
ed our  Consul  General  to.  France,  was  vested  with 
authority  to  make  a'  settlement  with  Mr.  Beau- 
marchais, subject  to  the  ratification  of  Congress. 
He  accordingly  made  one,  differing  not  materially 
from  the  settlement  since  made  at  the  Treasury, 
but  it  did  not  receive  the  confirmation  of  Con- 
gress. Probably  this  settlement  would  have  been 
ratified,  if  a  circumstance  had  not  come  to  light, 
which  is  a  curious  one,  as  well  in  the  history  of 
diplomacy,  as  in  the  life  of  that' distinguished 
man,  Dr.  Franklin.  In  the  year  17d6,  on  a  set- 
tlement of  the  account  of  Mr.  Orand,  our  banker 
in  Paris,  it  was  discovered  that  he  liad  given  credit 
but  for  eight  millions  received  from  the  French 
Government  by  way  of  gratuity,  instead  of  nine, 
which,  in  a  treatv  dated  three  years  before.  Dr. 
Franklin  had  acKnowledsed  .to '  have  received. 
Dr.  Franklio>  on  being  informed  of  the  variance, 
applied  to  Mr.  Grand  for  an  explanation,  who,  in 
turn,  appli^  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  but  he 
refused  to  state  to  whom  the  millionr  it  question 
was  paid  ;  and  that,  as  it  was  paid  out  of  the 
Royal  Treasury  on  the  lOch  June,  1776,  (which 
was  before  Dr.  Franklin  arrived  in  France,  and 
before  Mr.  Grand  became  the  American  banker,) 
a  copy  of  the  receipt  for  this  miilioa  could  not  be 
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neceMAry  for  their  ezoDeratioD.  It  was  tben  con- 
lectured  by  Dr.  Fraokiin  that  Mr.  Beaamarchaiii 
nad  received  this  million.  In  1788,  a  commit  lee 
of  three  members  of  Coogress  (of  which  Mr.  Ar- 
thur Lee  was  the  chairman)  had  the  subject  of 
Mr.  Beaumarchais'  accounts  referred  to  them  for 
settlement;  and,  in  their  report,  by  not  allowing 
many  of  his  claims  for  commission,  insurance, 
and  other  charges,  and  charging  him  with  some 
supposed  losses, — they  made  liim  a  debtor  to  the 
Untied  States  to  a  large  amount. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  new  Constitation,  Mr. 
Beaumarchais,  complaining  of  the  injustice  that 
had  been  done  him,  renewed  his  application  to 
the  Government;  and,  in  1793, a  settlement  of  his 
accounts  was  made  by  the  Auditor,  under  the 
jioperintendence  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  on  more  liberal, 
and  it  appears  to  me  more  correct  principles,  by 
which  a  balance  was  found  due  to  him  of  upwards 
of  two  miiliona  of  livres.  But  tho  repot  t  recom* 
mends  that  payment  should  be  suspended  until 
some  further  explanation  should  be  given  of  the 
^  lost  million,"  as  it  was  often  called.  But,  in  the 
following  year,  Mr.  Qouverneur  Morrisi  as  Minis- 
ter from  this  country  to  France,  applied  to  the 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  for  information  rela- 
tiFe  to  the  million  that  remained  unaccounted  for, 
and,  by  a  well-timed  compliment,  succeeded  in 
obtaining  the  receipt  for  this  million  advanced  in 
June,  1776,  by  which  it  appeared  to  have  been 
paid  to  Mr.  Beaumarchais. 

In  the  following  year,  Mr.  Beaumarchais  wrote 
a  long  and  eloouent  memorial  on  the  subject  of 
his  claim,  in  which  he  insisted  that  he  had  ren- 
dered an  account  to  his  own  GovemmeDt  of  the 
money  he  had  received  from  it.  But  the  coinci- 
dence of  sums  and  dates  furnished  soeh  strong 
circumstantial  evidence  afifainst  him,  that  he  was 
held  chargeable  at  the  Treasury  for  the  million 
he  had  receiyed  in  June,  1776.  After  his  death, 
(which  took  place  about  1799,)  the  claim  was 
renewed,  in  behalf  of  his  representatives,  in  1802, 
by  Mr.  Petion,  the  Charge  d' Affaires  from  France ; 
and  in  1805  by  Mr.  Tarreau,  the  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary, who  then  stated,  lor  the  first  time^that, 
on  an  examination  of  the  archives  of  his  Qov- 
ernment,  it  had  been  discovered  that  the  million 
received  by  Mr.  Beanmarchais  in  June,  1776,  had 
been  paid  him  for  a  secret  political  service.  On 
the  last  application,  the  snbjeot  was  referred  to  a 
committee  of  this  House,  who,  after  charging  Mr. 
Beaumarchais  with  the  million  in  question,  re- 
ported •«  balance  of  about  forty-one  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  was  paid  him,  with  interest.  In  the 
succeeding  year,  Mr.  Turreau  again  pressed  the 
claim  on  the  notice  of  the  Government,  and  stated 
that  the  million  had  been  paid  for  a  &ecret  polit- 
ical service^  but  not  for  the  purchase  of  supplies. 
The  subject  was  not  then  acted  on  by  the  House. 
Since  thai  time  it  has  been  repeatedly  brought 
before  Congress,  and  from  first  to  last  the  memo- 
rial of  the  present  claimants  has  been  referred  to 
six  difierent  committees,  exclusive  of  that  of  the 
present  year — ^three  of  whom  reported  in  favorof 
the  claim,  and  three  against  it. 

On  the  queaiion  whether  BAr.  Beaomarohais  re- 


ceived the  million,  of  Jmie,  177^  for  the  purchase 
of  supplies,  or  not,  (the  point  on  which  the  com- 
mittee chiefly  difiered,)  there  is  much  eireamsiaa- 
tial  evidence  on  both  sides.  The  following  fads 
are  unfavorable  to  the  supposition  that  tie  sup- 
plies were  purchased  from  his  own  fiinds:  The 
mediocrity  of  his  fortune;  many  of  the  artidci 
furnished  were  drawn  from  the  King's  arsenals; 
the  repeated  declarations  of  the  French  Mintsicr 
to  our  Commissioners ;  the  letter  of  the  Minister 
to  the  King,  in  May,  1776,  in  which  he  speaks  of 
advancing  a  million  for  the  use  of  '^  the  coloBies;'' 
the  letter  from  the  King  of  France  to  the  King  of 
Spain,  in  which  he  says  he  has  furnished  money 
and  other  succors,  ostensibly  on  the  score  of  trade; 
and,  lastly,  the  letter  of  Mr.  Beaumarchais  him- 
self, of  December,  1776,  wherein  he  states  his  ad- 
vances to  have  been  about  one  millioB  of  livres. 

But,  on  the  other  band,  there  is  the  solemn 
declaration  of  Mr.  De  Versrennes  that  the  King 
had  furnished  nothing.  He  certainly  wms  not 
warranted  in  saying  the  King  had  fufniahedno 
supplies,  if  he  had  furnished  money  to  purchase 
supplies.  But,  a^in  :  there  can  be  no  aoabt  bat 
Mr.  Beaumarehau  must  hate  been  held  acoonota- 
ble  to  his  Government  for  this  milltoa,  for  what- 
ever purpose  it  was  put  into  his  haadsu  Bat  if  it 
was  m  tended  as  douceurs  for  persons  aboetthe 
Court,  or  to  procure  inteUigence,  or  to  bribe  for^ 
eign  agents,  or  for  any  of  those  parposes  fbr  which 
secret  service  money  is  usually  employed.  It  is 
said,  and  it  seems  not  improbable,  that  the  Toochsrs 
in  such  eases  are  destroyed.  The  eridcnees  of 
such  details  they  might  wish  to  withhold,,  not 
only  from  the  world;  hot  from  their  saceessn^ 
But  there  could  be  no  reason  to  destroy  the 
voochers,  if  ther  related  merely  to  the  purchase 
of  supplies.  The  absence,  then,  of  allrroocbers 
of  the  particulars  of  disborsement  afibrda  some 
evidence  that  the  money  was  expended  for  oae 
purpose  and  not  for  the  other. 

On  weighing  this  conflicting  evideao^  I  am 
free  to  admit,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  there  is  a  are- 
pood  erance  of  testimony  that  Mr.  Beaomareoais 
received  the  million  in  dispute,  for  the  ^nbm&t  oC 
supplies ;  and,  if  France  had  been  passive  on  the 
occasion,  or,  if  we  had  paid  anv  Jridaable  consid- 
eration to  'her  for  this  million,  I  shouhl  think  we 
were  justified  in  changing  Mr.  Beaumarcfaaia  with 
that  amount  But,  when  it  is  recollected  that  we 
received  these  supplies  immediately  freon  Mr. 
Beaumarchais,  have  settled  the  account  upon  onr 
own  terms,  that  the  million  which  we  claim  as  a 
credit  was  paid,  not  by  us,  but  by  France,  as  aa 
act  of  bounty,  and  that  the  French  GoTeramtat 
insists  that  this  bounty  was  used  for  another  par- 
pose — when  these  things  are  recollected,  it  docs 
seem  to  me,  that  we  are  piecluded  from  eateriog 
into  a  contest  with  France  oa  this  subject;  or,  in 
other  words,  that  we  cannot,  consisteatly  with 
our  honor  or  self-respect,  pay  off  an  aDdisputed 
debt,  with  a  doubtful  and  disputed  gift.  Ob  this 
occasion,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot  recognise  one 
rule  of  morality  for  the  nation,  and  another  for 
individuals.  I  would  narsne  the  same  coarse  in 
public  as  in  private  lile;  and|  aa  an  individaal,  I 
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never  coaM  seek  to  ffive  the  boaoty  of  a  beoefae- 
tor  a  directioa  Which  he  objected'  to,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  makioff  a  discount  to  the  acknowledged 
debt  of  a  third  person.  Sir,  in  this  case,  France 
is  right,  or  she  is  not.  If  she  is  right,  that  the 
million  was  furnished  to  Beaumarchais  for^necret 
service  money,  then  we  have  no  pretext  for  refus*- 
ing  to  pay  hioi  the  balance  of  his  accouttt;  but, 
if  she  is  wrong,  then  the  error  consists  in  claiming 
our  gratitude  for  nine  millions  when  she  has  given 
us  but  aigM,  which  can  in  no  manner  affect  the 
account  of  Beaiimarchais. 

The  whole  of  the  present  difficulty  has  grown 
out  of  the  mistake  of  Dr.  Franklin,  in  the  treaty 
of  February,  1783.  When  he  signed  that  treaty, 
soppose  he  had  been  aware  that  but  eight  millions 
of  livres  had  actually  been  received,  and  that  he 
had  said  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes.  '<  You  oall 
on  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  nine  millions, 
as  the  gift  of  your  Government,  while  I  know  only 
of  eiffht;  show  me  how  the  other  million  w;as 
used  for  our  benefit,  and  I  will  freely  acknowledge 
that  too ;"  if,  in  answer  to  fhis,  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes bad'  said,  what  his  successors  have  said, 
that  the  milliiDn  was  used  for  a  "  secret  political 
service,"  oah  it  be  believed  that  Dr.  Franklin 
would  have  hesitated  to  receive  the  assurance,  and 
to  sign  the  treaty  which  he  actually  did  sign  7  If 
he  would  not,  there  would  have  been  no  ground 
for  the  present  dispute.  But,  let  us  suppose  (hat 
he  would  1  not  have  been  content  with  the  simple 
assurance  of  the  French  Minister,  then  either  that 
MiDister  nAust  have  given  him  satisfactory  evi- 
dence coacer^ing  the  disposition  of  the  doubtful 
million,  or  he  would*  have  acknowledged  Only 
eight  millions,  in  either  qf  which  cases  Mr.  3eau- 
marehais's  claim  is  indisputable.  Assuredly,  if 
our  agent  had  signed  a  treaty  under  a  mistake,  as 
he  himself  slates,  that  mistake  should  be  rectified 
with  the  French  Government,  which  should  either 
give  us  a  satisfactory  ezplanation»  or  hold  us 
bound  in  gratitude  but  for  eight  millions,  .neither 
of  which  can  afifect  the  claim  of  Beaumarchais. 

Mr.  Chtiirraan,  we  ought  to  be  consistent  with 
ourselves,  with  i«gard  to  the  declarations  of  the 
French  Governnent.  When'  Monsieur  de  Ver- 
gennes declared  ta  our  Gommissioneis,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1778,  that  the  military  supplies  were  fur- 
-nished.  solely  by  Mr.  Beaumarchais.  we  acqui- 
esced in  that  assurance,  and  required  no  further 
proof.  Again  i  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  late  corres- 
pondence with  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  Minister  of 
Foreign  Afiairs  in  France,  stated,  that  if  the 
French  Government  would  make  an  explicit  neg- 
ative declaration,  that  the  million  paid  to  Mr. 
Beaumarchais,  in  June,  1776,  was  not  applied  to 
the  purchase  of  supplies,  the  difl&culty  with  the 
accounting  ofl&cers  of  the  Treasury  would  have 
been  rem'oved.  And,  .although  the  answer  of  the 
Duke  de  Richelieu  may  be  considered  as  some^ 
what  equivocal,  yet  that  which  Mr^  Turrean  had 
made  in  1807,  was  as  positive  and  explicit  as  it 
could  be.  Had  this  declaration  been  made  the 
year  before,  it  would  seem,  from  Mr.  Gallatin's 
letter,  the  million  would  not  have  been  deducted 
from  Beaumarchais's  account;  and,  it  having  been 
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made  since,  the  same* consequence  should  follow. 
On  every  ground,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am 
free  to  s«r  I  would  vote  at  once  for  an  appropri- 
ation to  the  #hole  amount  of  this  tlaim,  whatever 
may  be  my  private  opinion  of  the  source  whence 
Xir.  Beaumarchais  derived  the  million ;  it  being 
certain  that  he  did  not  derive  it  from  «»,  and  that 
we  hav^  used  the  supplies  which  it  purchased. 
But,  as  our  citizens  have  claims  against  France 
for  apoliaiiona  on  their  commerce  to  a  large 
amount,  (probablv  twenty  times  as  itiuch  as  this 
claim,)  and  the  French  Government  has  itself 
introduced  Mr.  Beaumarchais's  claim  into  the  ne- 
gotiation, I  think  we  may  adjust  the  whole  to- 
gether, without  any  dereliction  of  national  justice 
or  honor,  and  I  therefore  hope  the  Committee  .will 
adopt  the  resolution  for'  that  purpose  offered  by 
the  committee. 

When  Mr*  Tucker  had  concluded — 

Mr.  DwiOHT  called  for  the  reading  of  the  re-  * 
port  of  the  Committee  of  this  House  in  1814,  (and 
of  which  committee  Mr.  Lowifnas  was  chair* 
man,)  unfavorable  to  the  claioi.  * 

Mr.  Farreli^t  ealled  for  the  reading  t>f  the  cphi« 
ion  of  the  Attorney  General,  Mr.  JRodney,  ip  1807. 

Mr.  CukY,  in  a  short  speech,  expressed  a  very 
decided  opinionf  in^iWvor  of  the  iclatm. 

Mr.  LivBRMORft  took  the  opposite  side,  and  de- 
livered a  few  observi|tions  in  opposition  to  aa 
allowance  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  D Wight  then  rose,  and  went  at  great  length 
In  10  the  whole  subject,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Tdokbr 
and  Mr.  Clat,  quoting  a  number  of  documents  in 
support  of  his  statements,  and  concluded  his  speech 
with  offering  a  resolution  that  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw  her  petition. 

Mr,  Farrelly  followed  in  reply,  and  spoke  at 
considerable  length,  to  show  that  the  demand  was 
just,  and  ought  to  be  allowed.  . 

Mr.  CambAelenq  rose  in  opposition  to  the 
claim,  quoted  declarations  of  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes, remarked  on  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Pinkney, 
and  adduced  general  arguments'  against  allowing 
an  V  part  of  the  demand. 

Mr.  Livingston,  of  Louisiana,  rose,  and,  ex-  ' 
pressing  a  desire  to  deliver  his  sentiments,  which 
were  most  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  claim,  moved 
that  the  Committee  rise. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly,  and  had  leave 

to  sit  a^in.. 

Mr.  Stewart  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Thursday,  ask  the  House  to  consider  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  submitted  by  him  some  time aince: 

*'  Buohedt  That  the  Cominittae'on  Roads  ami  Ca- 
nals be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  appropriating  the 
annual' proreeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and 
the  diTidends  of  the  Ufiited  "States  Bank  stock,  com- 
mencing from  the  Ist  of  January,  1823,  to  the  pur- 
pose* «f  internal  improvement*, .  to  be  distributed 
among  the  States  aooording  to  their  repreeeolation, 
and  to-be  expended  on  objects  to  be  designated  by 
Congress,  within  or  bordering  on  the  respectiTe  States, 
unless  where  any  State  may  ooosent  that,  its  proper* 
tion  of  the  fun^  shall  be  applied  to  an  object  not  im- 
mediately connected  with  its  territorial  limits." 

And  then  the  Hooie  adjourned* 
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TussDAY,  May  11. 

Mr.  PLusftER,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Comjmittee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  refer- 
red, yesterday,  a  memorial  upon  the  subject,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  aherin|[  the  time  of  holding  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  fourth 
circuit,  in  the  Maryland  district ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and, ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Campbbll,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims^  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  William  Loughrey,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mit^d  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Beaohedi  That  all  moneys  which  sball  be  received 
on  accoant  of  the  sales  and  entiiet  of  the  public  lands, 
after  the  4th  day  of  July,  1825,  ought  to  be  appropri- 
ated exdasiTfly  to  the  support  of  common  schools, 
and' the  construction  of  public  roads  and  canals;  and 
that  the  said  moneys  ought  to  be  divided  between  the 
MTeral  States  and  Territories,  in  proportion  to  the 
representation  of  each  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States,  and  applied  by  them  re- 
spectively, to  the  aforesaid' purposes,  in  such  manner, 
and  with  such  limitations  and  conditions*  as  the  Uon- 
gress  may  prescribe. 

Mr.  CockIs  suggested,  that  a  proposition,  nearly 
similar,  was  already  before  the  House,  and  moved 
to  lav-  the  resolution  on  the  table,  till  the  other 
should  be  discussed,  but  subsequently  withdrew 
his  motion;  and  Mr.  Strong  replied,  and  ex- 
plained the  object  of  his  resolution  i  and,  after 
some  further  conversation  between  the  mover, 
Mr«  Cocke,  and  Mr.  Coox,  the  resolution  was 
faiid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution, viz : 

^Reiohted,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing  a 
survey  to  be  made,  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  of  the  south  shore  of  Lake 
Erie,  from  Carrying  river  to  Erie,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania ;  and  of  causing  surveys  to  be  made  of 
the  mouths  of  such  bays  and  rivers,  or  other  placen, 
within  the  boundaries  aforesaid,  as  the  engineer,  who 
may  be  employed  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  shall 
deem  necessary  or  important ;  at  which  to  construct 
or  improve  harbors,  for  the  security  and  promotion  of 
the  commerce  on  said  Lalfe ;  with  plans  of  the  places 
so  designated,  and*  estimates  of  the  expense  of  oon- 
•trocling  or  improving  such  harbors. 

The  resolution' was  ordered  to  be'  laid  upon  the 
table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Presioent 
^op  THE  United  STAtEs,  as  follows  t 

Te  ih$  Haui*  of  Il^mnUUivss  of  the  UniUd  AaU$: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
a  report  of  the  Seen^tarjr  of  War,  containing  the  in- 
formation ealled  for  by  the  -resolution  of  the  10th  of 
March,  requesting  the  names  of  all  the  officers  of  the 
army  who  Itave  been  brevatted ;  stating  their  lineal 
rank  and  brevet  rank;  when  brevetted;  and  the^ 
amout  of  money  paid  to  eaab  i  and  whati  paid ; 


which  report,  with  the  accompanying  docamenls,  cot- 
tain  the  information  desired. 

JAMES  MONBOE. 
Mat  ll,  1824. 

Th«  Message  was  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  memorials  of 
merchants  and  others  from  Baltimore,  ibr  farther 
compensation  for  damage  sustained  bv  the  siDJtiog 
of  th^ir  vessels  in  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of 
that  city  in  the  lata  war;  which  report  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  LivLNOBTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Inro- 
tigation  in  the  cas^  of  Ninian  Edwards,  stated 
that  that  committee  had  received  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  a  communicaiioo  in  refilf 
to  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Edwards,  and  asked  that 
it  might  be  printed  i  which  -was  ordered  accord- 
ingly. 

NAVIGATION  OF  WESTERN  RI?ER8. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  aa  appropriation  for 
improving  th«  navigation  of  the  Onio  and  Missis- 
sippi rivers,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  New  York,  demanded  tfae 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  quei^tion  of  its  passage;  and 
they  stood,  yeas  155,  nays  60,  as  follovii : 

YaAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  TeoocMe, 
Alien  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Coo- 
necticut,.  J.  8.  Barbour,  BarUey,  Bescher,  Bliir, 
Breck,  Brent,  Brown,  Buckner,  Earieigh,  CtJsAm- 
leng,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Gassedy,  Condict,  C<Mk, 
Craig,  Croivninshield,  Cushman,  Divfee,  Dwight, 
£:ddy,  Ellis,  Fiodlay,  Forward,  Gurky,  Harris,  Har- 
vey, Hayden,  Hemphill,  Honry,  Herrick,  HerkiDer, 
Hobart,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Ingham,  Itacb,  Joba* 
aon  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Jdhnson,  F.  Johnsoo,  Kent, 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  'Lee,  Letcber,  Uoeolo, 
Livermore,  Livingston,  Locke,'Longfellow,  McAnhor, 
McDuflSe,  McKean,' McKee,  McKhn,  McLean  of  Del- 
aware, McLane  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markiey,  Mtrcer, 
Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Main- 
land, Moore  of  Kentucky,  Neale,  Nelaoe,  Nrwtoo, 
PaUerson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  ef  Ohio,  Pfaoer 
of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  PennsyWaeia,  Poimttt, 
Prince.  Bankin»  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rich,  Ron,  6toif- 
ford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloane,  William  teith.  Spenca, 
Sundefer,  Jamea  Stephenson,. Stewart, Btmng,  Bwao, 
Taylor^  Test,  TboropM>nof  Kentucky,  Tod,ToDliB- 
sOi^,  Trimble,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wjek, Vin- 
ton, Warfieid,  Webster,  Whitman,  WbittleMj,  White, 
Wickliffe,  James  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Viook 
and  Wright. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  A^ 
cher,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bradley,  Cady,  Carter,  Ciiy, 
Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Collins,  Conner,  Crafts,  Colpepcr, 
Day,  Bwinell,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  North  Caroliaa, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foole  of  New  Yerk,  Frwt,  Gl^ 
risen,  Garn^tt,  Oatlin,  Gist,  Oovan,  HayWard,  ^<fpr 
boom,  Hooka,  Jenkina,  Leftwtch,  Litchfield,  Long. 
McCoy,  Maogum,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Mataon,  Owen, 
Rives,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smith,  Sptigbt,  Bttr- 
ling,  A.  Stetcnsoo,  Sloddard,  Taliaferro,  TatmaJl.Tfi 
£yck,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virgm 
Tucker  pf  Sonth  Carolina,  Tyson,  Vanes  of  Jjof^f 
Carolina,  WUHams  of  New  Y/wk,  WiUiaau  of  Viigi- 
i|ia,  Wiiliaxas  of  North  Caiolina.  and  Wilioo,  of  Soott 
Carolina. 
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[After  the  call  was  cotieldded,  Mr.  Bvrton  and 
Mr.  Bdchanan,  both  accidentally  abseot  when 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  wished  to  be  al- 
lowed to  record  their  votes — the  former  against 
the  bill,  the  latter  in  favor  of  it ;  but  the  leav« 
-was  not  granted,  and,  according  to  the  rules  of 
the  House,  could  not  be,  without  unanimous  con- 
sent^ 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  (o  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

CLAIM  OF  BEAUMARCHAI8. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  in  the  Chair,) 
on  the  nnfinished  business  of  yesterday,  which 
w^as  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  claim  of  the.  representatives  of  M.  de 
Beauroarchais. 

Mr.  Livingston,  of  Louisiai^a,  who  was  by 

custom  entitled  to  the  floor,  having   yesterday 

moved  for  the  Committee's  rising,  then  rose,  and 

delivered,  at  great  length,  his  views  in  favor  of  the 

claim. 

Mr.  RANboLPH,  of  Virginia,  delivered  his  views 
in  opposition  to  the  clami ;  aiyl  concluded  his 
speech,  by  moving  that  the  Committee  rise,  report 
progress,. and  a&k  lea^e  to  sit  again,  with  a  view 
that  leave  be  refused. 

The  question  on  the  Committee's  rising,  being 
then  taken,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes 
105,  noes  40. 

The  <puestion,  on  granting  leave  to  sit  again, 
was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  60,  noes  91. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  then  ordered  to  lie'  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  X)hio,  moved  to  postpone  all 
the  previous  orders  of  the  day,  to  tak.e  up  the  bill 
*'  for  extending  the  national  road  from  Wheeling 
to  the  Missouri.  The  House  refused  to  take 
it  np. 

PROPOSED  ADWURNMENT. 

Mn  TtrcKERy  of  South  Carolina,  called  up' the 
consideration  of  the  joint  resolution^ for  an  ad- 
jonrntnent,  and  required  thereon  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  quesrioa  of  consideration  was  t»kett  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  as  follows — ^yeas  80, 
oays  73. 

So,  the  House  took  up  the  resolutiott. 

Mr.  Krem^r,  of  Pennsylvania,  opposed  the  res- 
olution, on  the  ground  that  an  important  investi- 
gation was  pending  before  the  House,  which 
ought  to  be  terminated  previous  to  adjournment. 
Charges  of  great  weight  bad  been  brought  forward 
against  a  public  officer,  which  had  b^n  referred 
to  a  committee  of  this  House,  and  ought  to  be 
decided  upon  before  the  House  adjourned.  He 
therefore  moved  lo  lay^the  resolution  on  the 
table.  ♦ 

Mr.  Allch  required  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  laying  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Srembr,  at  the  request  of  several  members, 
withdrew  the  motion  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Merger,  of  Virginia,  said  he  had  voted  to 
taka  up  this  reaolra,  in  the  hope  that  the  Housa 


would  be  put  in  possession  of  such  information 
as  should  enable  it  to  act  understandingly  on  this 
subject,  with  reference  to  the  investigation  which 
the  House  had  instituted,  in  consequence  of  the 
address  of  Mr.  Edwards,  the  late  Senator  of  Illi- 
nois. That  individual  has  been  sent  for,  under 
the  authority  of  the  House.  Mr.  M.  was  not  dis- 
posed to  adjourn,  before  time  wa^  allowed  for  his 
arrival,  for  his  subsequent  examioacion,  and  for 
due  deliberation,  by  the  committee  and  the  House, 
upon  his  testimony.  How  is  it  possible,  said  he, 
that  we  can  ascertain  at  what  time  we  can  ad- 
journ, unless  we  should  receive  from  that  conv- 
mittee,  or  from  some  other  source,  information  to 
guide  our  decision  ? 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  rose  now  to  inquire,  from  the 
Representative  from  Illinois,  the  State  in  which  Mr; 
Ed  wards  resides,  when  hisarrival  might,  by  compu- 
tation, be  expected,  that  the  day  for  adjournment 
raiffht  be  so  fixed  as  to  allow  time  for  his  arrival, 
and  some  days  to  spare,  that  the  cbmtnittee  of  in- 
vestigation might  have  an  opportunity  to  make  a 
report,  in  whole  or  in  part,  so  as  to  d^ermine  what 
Course  in  regard  to  this  matter  became  the  digtiity 
and  the  honor  of  the  House,  which,  for  onej  he. 
would  do  all  in  his  power  to  maintain.  If  the 
time  which  should  be  fixed,  shouid*  prove  too  short 
to  allow  of  the  transaction  of  the  necessary  busi- 
ness of  the  session,  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  extending  it.  In  thus  expressing  his  wish  that 
some  day  should  be  fixed  for  the  adjournment,  Mr. 
M.  said  he  was  actuated  by  no  outrageous  zeal  to 
do  the  public  business,  much  less  bjr  any  very  spe- 
cial view  to  the  saving  of  the  public  mone]^,  con- 
sidering the  public  money  as  nothing,  comparjed 
with  public  justice.  He  desired,  however,  to 
see  some  period  fixed  for  the  termination  of  the 
session. 

Mr.  LivERMORE,  of  New  Hampshire,  said—* 
Teach  me  so  to  number  my  days;  that  I  may  ap- 
ply my  heart  to  wisdom,  is  doubtless  the  prayer 
or  every  individual  in  this  Hall.  Teach  us  so  to 
number  the  days  of  this  session,  that  we  may  ap- 
ply ourselves  to  the  appropriate  business  of  it^'  is 
equally  proper,  though  not  perhaps  equally  im- 
portant. Under  this  impression,  he  had  voted  to 
conHder  the  resolution  appointing  the  day  df  ad- 
journment. The  tariff  bill  in  the  Scniite,  and  the 
communication  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Edwards  to  this 
House,  seemed  calculated,  more  than  any  thinfr 
else,  to  retard  the  hour  of  adjournment.  He  hoped 
that  some  of  the  committee  who  had  charge  of 
the  communication  of  Mr.  Edwards,  would  ex- 
press their  opinion  whether  the  public  good  re- 
quired that  Congress  should  continue  in  sessioa 
until  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Edwards^  who  had  beea 
sent  for.  For  his  own  part,  he  said,  he  had  never 
been  able  to  find  any  thing  in  Mr.  Edwards's  let- 
ter of  public  consequence,  which  misht  not  hava 
been  communicated  at  the  opening  of  the  session, 
and  he  had  been  surprised  that  that  gentletnaiii 
had  thought  fit  to  keepthe  secret  In  his  own  breaat 
all  the  time  he  was  here,  and  to  send  back  his 
complaints  at  so  late  an  hour,  and  after  he  had 
taken  his  departuri^  from  the  city.  If  this  subject 
may  be  ?iewed  in  the  light  of  a  proMCQlidn,  then 
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ean  be  no  absolute  Decessity,  because  witoesses 
have  been  snmmoDed,  for  ChejCourt  to  coodnue 
in  session  until  their  arrival.  The  opinion  of  the 
committee  of  investigation,  as  to  what  the  public 

5ood  requires,  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  govern  our 
ecision  in  this  instance.  The  Senate  must  have 
control  of  OUT  resolution,  until  the  tariff  shall  hav^ 
been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  CTooK,  of  Illinois,  rose  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion which  had  been  addressed  to  him,  as  to  the 
time  at  which  Mr.  Edwards  might  be  eitpected 
to  arrive  here.  From  having  travelled  the  jour- 
ney some  ten  or  a  dozen  times,  and  sometimes  in 
the  mode  in  .which  he  presumed  Mr.  Edwards 
Would  take,  Mr.  C.  was  of  opinion  that  he  might 
be  able  to  reach  this  city  on  the  23d  or  24th  of 
•this  montb. 

Mr.  Mallart,  of  Vermont,  observed  that  much 
time  had  been  spent  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff. 
It  was  now  beiore  the  S^ate,  and  numerous 
amendments  are  understood  to  have  been  made  to 
it  in  that  House.  When  the  bill  should  be  re- 
turned to  this  Hou^e,  as  amended,  if  it  pass  the 
Senate,  much  discusidon  will  probably  arise  on  it, 
liQd  a  reasonable  time  should  be  allowed  for  the 
deliberate  -consideration  of  that  bill.  This  was 
due  to  the  tloiH»e  and  to  the  nation.  It  was  un- 
worthy of  the  House  to  bind  itself  to  a  day,  in 
order  to  spur  members  to  diligence  and  despatch. 
The  first  duty  of  the  House,  was  to  attend  to  the 
Dublic  business.  He  was  therefore  opposed  to 
fixing  a  day  for  adjournment,  at  present. 

Mr.  Tod,  of  Pennsylvania,  observed  that,  if  the 
resolution  must  pass,  he  hoped  arguments  of  a  lit- 
tle m9re  force  and  consistency  would  be  advanced 
in  its  favor.  When  the  House  sent  for  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, it  knew  that  no  certainty  respecting  the 
time  of  his  arrival  could  be  attained  at  that  time, 
and  nothing  had  occurred  to  change  the  uncer- 
tainty on  the  subject.  He  replied  to  Mr.  Liveb- 
jcoRfi,  and  observed  that,  in  that  affair,  this  House 
was  not  the  court,  but,  as  far  as  it  could  become 
so,  the  accuser.  It  had  given  ail  the  weight  it 
could  to  the  charges  submitted.  It  had  directed 
its  committee  to  proceed  in  the  investigation,  and 
it  was  bound  in  consistency  to  allow  time  for  the 
return  of  its  messenger,  unless  it  meant  to  suppress 
the  investigation  altogether^ 

Mr.  Webster  said  that  he  had  not  been  present 
when  this  motion  was  brought  up,  nor  bad  any 
other  member  of  the  committee  of  investigation. 
But,  in  regard  to  one  interesting  topic  which  be- 
^nged  to  this  discussion,  he  remarked  that  the 
House  was  apprized  that  the  officer  of  this  House 
had  been  deputed  in  quest  of  the  witness,  and,  as 
iie  understood  the  matter  from  the  statement  given 
by  the  member  from  Illinois,  barring  accidents,  he 
presumed  that  he  may  be  expected  to  be  here  by 
the  23d  or  24th  of  the  month.  But,  as  far  as  he 
understood  it,  Mr.  W.  said,  the  House  was  as  able 
now  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  probable  time  of 
the  arrival  of  Mr.  Edwards,  as  it  could  be  a  week 
hence,  as,  in  the  Western  country,  a  traveller 
might  often  outstrip  the  mail,  and  in  all  proba- 
bilitv  no  intelligence  would  be  received  of  the  ar- 
rival of  the  tneiseng'er  at  the  place  of  r^idence  of 


the  person  summoned  earlier  than  the  23d  or  24th 
of  the  month.  U  seemed  to  him,  Mr.  W.  said, 
that  the  best  course  would  be,  now,  to  fix  a  period 
for  adjournment  «o  far  remote  as  to  give  tlie  party 
summoned  an  opportunity  to  come  here  tod  be 
examined  touching  the  subject.  To  fix  a  period 
for  adjournment  earlier  than  that,  would  be  whollj 
inconsistent  with  all  that  had  been  hitherto  done. 
He  thought  a  period  should  be  fixed,  however  im- 
portant the  suDJect  of  inquiry  might  be,  bejrood 
which  the  House  would  not  wait,  for  the  arriral 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  some  days  beyond^that  at  wbicit 
it  had  been  suggested  he  might  arrive,  dbc. 

Mt.  Forsyth,  of  Greorgia,  agreed  eotirely  witfa 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in  the  general 
view  he  had  taken  of  the  subject,  except  tkat  be 
thought,  for  the  present,  it  would  be  best  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table.  He  knew  there  wu 
a  strong  disposition  in  the  House  to  adjonro ;  bat, 
for  himself,  he  could  not  vote  for  an  adjoorDmeot 
till  the  Individ tiai  referred  to  should  either  bire 
arrived,  or  it  should  be  ascertained  that  he  would 
not  come. 

Mr.  WsBSTER  replied  that  the  objection  to  that 
course  was,  that  no  farther  information  was  to  be 
expected,  with  any  probability,  as  to  the  comioj^ 
of  Mr.  Edwards  before  the  23d  or  24th  of  tbis 
month  \  and,  from  this  time  to  that,  the  Hooie 
would  be  in  precisely  the  same  situation  tbat  it 
is  now. 


Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  oj 
to  fixing  on  any  day  at  present.  Informaiioa 
might,  by  some  accident,  arrive  before  the  \m 
mentioned,  which  would  enable  them  to  do  it. 
But,  0xing  on  the  day  now  would  also  hare  a 
tendency  to  protract  the  discussion  of  the  tarif  m 
the  other  House,  and  was  calculated  to  defeat 
that  mea:mn^.   - 

Mr.  Tbacy,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lijr  the 
resolution  and  amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachnsetts,  called  for  tbe 
yeas  and  nays  on  this  motioa,  which  were  ordered; 
and  the  question  of  laying  it  on  the  taUe  was  de- 
cided as  follpws : — ^Yeas  99,  tuiys  87. 

So  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  iie  od  (he 
table. 

CANAL  IN  INDIANA. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Marvin  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  hiH  "auuor- 
izing  the  construction  of  a  canal  through  the  pub- 
lic lands,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  between  the 
Wabash  and  Miami  of  Lake  Erie." 

The  question  recurring,  from  Saturday,  on  Mr. 
Call's  motion  to  strike  out  «  ninety  feet,"  and  in- 
sert "one  mile"  for  the  extent  of  the  reservauon 
on  eacti  side  of  the  canal —  , 

Mr.  Alexander,  of  Virginia,  objected  to  iM 
amendment,  as  trenching  on  the  tertns  of  tlie 
cession  of  the  Northwestern  Territory  by  Virgin* 
to  the  United  States,  which  declare  that  liie 
whole  of  that  cession  shall  be  a  fund  for  the  payj 
ment  of  the  common  expenditures  of  the  Unitefl 
Stfltps 

Mr.  Ranein  took  the  .same  groundj  the  pro- 
posed canal  was  a  local  wofk,  and  not  oee  oJ  tn 
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''common  expenditClres"  of  tbcf  United  States, 
and  thoaght  itixras  better  to  give  money  thah  land 
in  aid  of  it. 

Mr.  Test  contended^  that  giving  a  mile  on 
each  sid0  of  the  oanai  did  not  violate  the  terms 
of  the  cession  more  tb4n  90  feet — ^it  was  in  tl^e 
spirit  of  4hat  cession,  because  it  enhanced  the  value 
of  all  the  rest  of  the  lands  ced^d.  Unless  this 
land  was  given,  Indiana  would  be  unable  to  effect 
the  object.  This  was^  the  only  opportunity,  at 
once,  of  giving  timely  aid  to  the  oanal,  and  of  en- 
hancing the  valne  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.-STEWAAt,  of  Penni^ylvania,  denied  that 
this  canal  was  a  local  measare,-and  he  stated  its 
effects  on  the  Union  at  large.  He  advocated  the 
amendment — and  read  an '  extract  from  the  wri- 
tings of  Mr.  Fulton  on  the  benefits  of  canals. 
He  replied,  also,  to  the  objections  of  Mr.  Alex- 
ander, &c. 

Mr.  BaowN,  of  Pcnnsvlvania,  thought  that,  if 
the  canal  would  so  greatly  enhance  the  value  of 
the  public  lands,  ti  would  be  better  for  the  United 
States  to  make  the  canal  than  to  give  al]  the  ben- 
efit of  the  work  tp  Indiana.  The  calculation  was, 
that  the  canal  would  cost  only $300,000,  and  they 
asked  land  to  the  valne  of  $600,000.  He  for  one 
would  never  consent  to  give  h. 

Mr.  Call,  Delegate  from  Florida,  spoke  in  re* 

Sly,  and  urged  the  present  low  value  of  the  public 
mds  in  that  oruarter  as  an-  argument  in  favor  of 
the  bill.  Alt  that  was  proposed  to  be  given 
would,  at  present  value,  amount  only  to  $35,000. 
The  additional  value  would  arise  from  the  enter- 
prise and  industry  of  the  State  of  Indiana.  He 
replied  to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Alexander,  and 
dwelt  at  some  extent  on  the  value  of  this  line  of 
water  communication,  and  the  facility  of  making 
the  canal. 

Mr.  Sbarpe,  of  New  York,  thought  the  only 
question  was,  whether  this  was  the  proper  time  to 
engage  in  the  undertaking.  He  wished  farther 
information  on  this  point,  and  expressed  some  ap- 
prehensions of  the  danger  of  the  [precedent. 

Mr.  Ranrin  replied,  and  explained  the  fects  of 
the  case,  and  repeated  and  confirmed  the  argu- 
ments he  had  before  urged. 

Mr.  JsNNiNGd  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
memorialof  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  on  this 
subject.    It  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  JsitNiNoa  stated  the  topography  of  the 
country  through  which  it  was  propK>sed  to  cut  this 
canal.  He  adverted  to  the  opinion  of  General 
WABHiNGTQir,  in  favor  of  this  and  other  Western 
water  communications.  He  went  at  consider- 
able length  int^  a  discussion  of  the  objection 
from  the  terms  of  the  Virginia  cession,  and  of 
the  practicability  and  general  importance  of  the 
measure^ 

Mr.  Tbst  followed  in  farther  explanation  of  the 
bill  and  the  amendment. 

Mr.  McCoy  delivered  at  some  length  hisobjeo- 
tioiis  to  the  amendment,  as  granting  to  one  State 
what  was  intended  only  for  generar  objects.  He 
u^ed  the  danger  of  the  precedent,  the  difficulty^ 
with  which  Virginia  could  get  enough  land  to  pay 
her  Revolntionary -soldiers,  ^bCi 


Mr.  Sharps  thought  the  grant  in  the  amend- 
ment tery  large,  and  the  time  for  completing  the 
work  too  great.  This,  measure  would  be  super* 
seded,  moreover,  bv  the  general  plan  for  internal 
improvements.  He  thought  it  was  enough,  at 
present,  to  provide  for  surveys,  as  had  been  al- 
readv  done. 

Tne  question  on  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr^ 
Call,  for  giving  a  mile  on  each>  Mf^  the  camil, 
being  then  taken,  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Tne  Committee  then  took  up  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  Territory  of  Florida  to  open  a  canal  through 
the  public  lands ;  and.  having  gone  through  it, 
reported  the  ll^ter  bill,  which  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  and  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again  on  the  former. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


WEDNEdDAT,  Maf  12. 

Mr.  Brent,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  4th  of  March  last,  upon  the  subject  of  the  sale 
of  public  lots,  within  the  city  of  Washington, 
made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  laid.upoa 
the  table  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Scott  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table,  for  consideration  to  morrow,  viz :     . 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  , 
be  requested  to  communicata  to  this  House  any  tn- 
formation  which  he  may  possess,  in  relation  to  thf 
intaroouise  and  trade  now  carried  on  between -the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  (and  particularly  the  people   * 
of  the  State  of  Missouri)  and  the  Mexican  proviaces  ; 
how,  and  by  what  route  that  .trade  or  intercourse  is 
carried  on ;  in  what  it  consists ;  the  distances,  d&c;  , 
the  nations  of  Indians  through  which  it  passes ;  their, 
dispositions,  whether  pacific  or  otherwise ;  tlvsadTsnt- 
ages  resulting,  or  likely  to  result,  from  that  trade  or 
intercourse. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  altering  the  time  of  hold- 
ing the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  in  the. 
fourth  circuit  of  the  district  of  Maryland}  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  laid  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  Territory  of 
Florida  to  open  a  canal-  through  the  public  lands 
to  unite  the  river  St.  John's  with  the  bay  of  Au- 
gustine, was  read  a  third  time,  passed}  and  .sent  to 
the  Senate  for  concurrence. 
'  A  bill  "  to  legulate  the  fees  of  the  registeia  of 
wills  in  the  District  of  Columbia"  being  under 
consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  a  pro- 
longed debate  arose  on  some  of  its  details;  ia 
which  Messrs.  Svan,  Neals,  Cockb,  Sharps. 
Kent,  and  Findlay,  took  part;  when  the  hilt 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  granting  certain  lots  of  ground 
to  the  city  of  Mobile,  and  to  certain  individuals  of 
said  city^  The  bill  having  been  slis htly  amended, 
was  reporM.  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

JOSIAH  HOOK,  Ja. 
'  On  -motion  of  Mr.  Lonopbllow,  the  House  took 
up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Josiah 
Hook,  jr.,  (collector  at  Caetiae,)  who  was  proM- 
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euted  for  the  amount  of  a  seizure  duria^g  the  war, 
and  had  judga>ent  recoyered  against  him. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  went  at  length  into 
a  statement  and  legal  examination  of  this  case, 
with  a  view  to  show  that  the  collector  had  been 
negligent  in  his  duty. 

Mr.  Longfellow,  of  Maine,  spoke,  in  reply, 
and,  after  a  full  statement  of  the  facts,  contended 
that  no  such  negligence  appeared  as  should  sub- 
ject Mr.  Hook  te  the  loss  of  the  money  for  which 
he  had  been  sued. 

It  was  admitted^  on  both  sides,  that  he  was  a 
vigilant  and  faithful  officer,  and  had  acted  in 
good  faith  when  he  made  the  seizure. 

•Mr.  Wright,  of  Ohio,  took  the  same  view  of 
the  subject,  and  opposed  the  report  of  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Claimii*  The  supposed  nefflect  arose 
from  a  mistake  of  eminent  counsel,  and  a  mistake 
which,  at  that  time,  prevailed  in  the  Treasury 
itself. 

Mr.  Bartlett,  of  New  Hampshire^  rose  in  re- 
ply, and  quoted  dates  and  statutes  to  show  that  it 
was  through  the  negligence  of  Mr.  Hook,  the  Gov- 
ernment had  suffered  very  heavy  loss,  the  expense 
of  losing  which  amount  it  was  now  applied  to  to 
My.  He  had  no  personal  hostility  to  the  claimant, 
but  rather  the  contrary,  as  he  always  understcuoa 
him  to  be  an  excellent  officer. 

Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tennessee,  declared  that  the 
opinion  he  had  formerly  held  in  opposition  to  this 
claim  had  been  changed,  by  a  fuller  investigation 
of  the  case :  and  he  should  vote  in  favor  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York,  replied  to  Mr.  Bart- 
lett, and  went  into  a  legal  argument  to  show 
that  the  loss  of  the  Government  was  not  owing 
to  the  neglect  of  the  collector. 

Mr.  Livermore,  advocated,  at  considerable 
length,  the  same  side  of  the  question,  and  the  de- 
bate was  farther  continued  by  Messrs.  Bartlett, 
Livermore,  Longfellow,  and  McCoy;  when 
the  question  being  put,  the  bill  was  passed,  and 
leturned  to  the  Senate. 

INDIANA  CANAL. 

The  House. went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  in  the  Chair,)  on  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  open  a 
canal  through  the  public  lands;  and  the  question 
recurring  from  yesterday  on  the  amendment  grant- 
ing ninety  feet  of  land  on  each  side  of  the  pro- 
posed canal,  it  was  agreed  to.  / 

The  blank  in  the  ^ond  section  was  so*  a  mend- 
ed As  to  Kequire  the  survey  to  be  finished  within 
ihfree,  and  the  canal  to  be  finished  within  twive 
years. 

Mr.  Test  offered  an  agiendment  to  the  third 
■action,  the  effect  of  which  will  be  to  reserve  from 
sale,  till  further  ordered,  the  sections  of  land  through 
which  the  canal  shall  pass,  and  those  adjoining 
these  on  each  Ade,  and  he  supported  the  motion 
by  a  series  of  explanatory  observations. 

Mr.  Rankin,  of  Mississippi,  objected  to  the 
mmendment  as  a  departure  from  the  course  here- 
tofore adopted  in  similar  cases,  and  as  calculated 
to  reUrd  the  settlement  of  the  St^te  of  Indiana. 


The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Test  was  negatived — ayes  41. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
as  amended. 

Mr.  Test  renewed  in  the  House  his  motion  for 
reserving  from  sale  the  sections  of  land  throi;^ 
which  the  canal  shall  pass^  and  those  adjoining 
them  on  each  side. 

Mr.  Vinton,  of  Ohio,  argued  the  nececsity  of 
this  reservation  from  the  terms  of  the  cod  tract  of 
cession,  as  well  as  from  principles  of  policy. 

Mr.  Whipple,  of  New  Hampshire,  adroeated 
the  amendment,  in  a  few  obserwtbas,  and,  the 
question  being  taken,  it  was  rejected— ayes  5^ 
noes  59. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  £ata 
third  reading. 

HARBOR  OF  PRE8QUE  ISLE,  dec 

On  mottop  of  Mr.  Faarbllt,  the  House  wpdi 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  "for 
improving  the  harbor  of  Presque  Isle,  and  for  re- 
pairing Plymouth  beach." 

Mr.  Newton  explained  the  facts  with  respect 
to  Presque  Isle,  and  commented  -on  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  fingineera,  by  which  it  appean  that 
the  work  is  important,  and  practicable,  and  that 
its  expense  will  amount  to  about  $35,000.  Tiie 
State  uf  Pennsylvania  haTing  made  Ho  appropri- 
ation in  part  for  the  work,  the  bill  is  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  the  deficit. 

Mr.  Farrelly  spoke  frpm  personal  kndwledge 
of  the  importance  of  Presque  Isle,  and  the  loss  of 
lives  and  property  which  had  occurred  for  want 
of  a  good  harbor  there. 

The  blank  in  that  part  of  the  bill  which  rdites 
to  the  work  at  Presque  Isle,  was  filled  with  the 
sum  of  $20,000. 

Mr.  Newton,  then  stated  the  circumstances  of 
Plymouth  4>each ;  the  value  of  that  harbor  lo  all 
vessels  pressed  by  hard  weather  in  the  neighbor- 
hood ot  Cape  Cod ;  and  the  danger  of  Wa  beiag 
seriously  injured  and  ultimately  destrofed,  (at 
want  of  the  repairs  contemplated ;  and  mored  to 
fill  the  blank  for  this  work  with  S20,00a 

Mr.  Reeo,  of  Massachusetts,  confirmed,  froot 
personal  knowledge,  theaccofacy  oftheatatemeDt 
given  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  Hob  ART  added  some  particalars  to  tbe 
statement,  in  respect  to  the  beach  of  Pijmotttb, 
and  the  amount  of  navi^tion  interested  in  tiie 
safety  of  tbe  harbor,  and  its  advantages  as  a  har- 
bor for  vessels  of  war,  dec. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  supported  the  ap- 
propriatian,  and  made  some  remarks  on  the  readi- 
ness of  Western  members  to  vote  for  the  improre 
ments  on  the  seaboard,  and  the  Uberality  whiek 
members  from  the  £astern  sections  of  the  Uoioo 
had  recently  shown  in  voting  improvements  oa 
the  V^estern  waters 

The  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with  ^0,000,  wu 
carried  without  opposition. 

The  Committee  then  took  up  a  bill  to  author* 
ize  tbe  State  of  Kentucky  to  op^  a  canal  roaad 
the  falls  of  the  river  Oiiioi  at  Louisvilie* 
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Mr.  WiCKLiPrs,  of  Kentucky,  went  into  a  de- 
tailed discussion  of  the  value  and  importance  of 
the  proposed  canal.  He  stated  the  estimate  of  the 
expense.  More  than  three  thousand  boats,  he  said, 
passed  these  falls  annually,  and  damages  to  the 
amount  of  $150,000  bad  been  sustained,  in  a  year, 
for  want  of  this  improvement.  •  If  the  canal  were 
made,  steamboats  could  be  substituted,  in  navi- 

Sition,  for  the  flat-bottomed  boats  now  employed, 
e  referred,  for  further  statements,  to  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  McDcFFiB,  of  South  Carolina,  thought  that 
the  Committee  was  not  yet  prepared  to  ace  on  the 
last  bill,  and  moved  thai  it  rise  and  report  that  al- 
ready acted  on. 

The  Committee  roae  accordingly,  reported  the 
bill  for  Presque  Isle  and  Plymouth  beach,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Progress  being^  reported  on  the  bill  respecting 
the  canal  at  Louisville,  the  House  refused  leave' to 
the  Committee  to  sit  a^ain  upon  that  bill. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole, Mr.  Cady  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill "  grant- 
ing pre-emption  to  certain  actual  settlers  m  the 
district  of  Jackson  Courthouse ;"  which  bill  was 
ftlightly  amended,  and,  being;  reported  to  the  House, 
s  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


PUBLIC  LAND  DEBT. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  from  Che  Senate,  "^to  provide 
for  the  extinguishment  of  debts  due  to  the  United 
States,  by  purchasers  of  pablic  lands." 

Mr.  Rankin  stated,  at  Jength,  what  had  been 
previouslv  done  by  Congress,  on  the  subject,  ex- 
plained tne  objtet  of  the  bill  under  consideration, 
and  offered  an  amendment  extending  its  provisions 
to  certain  town  lots  reserved  by  the  United  States. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  the  bill  was  reported, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  "to  extinguish  the^uapau  title  to 
lands  in  the  Ttrrrttory  of  Arkansas.''  The  me- 
morial from  Arkansas  and  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  thereon,  having  been  read — 

Mr.  CoNWAT  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  words,  and  sub- 
stituting a  clause  appropriating  $5,000  to  enable 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  make  a  treaty 
with  the  Q,uapau  Indians. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  sum  was  in- 
creased to  9^,500;  and  the  bill,  as  thus  amended, 
was  reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Thurso  AT,  May  13. 

Mr.  Harvey,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  revive  and  extend  the 
term  of  certain  pensions  which  have  ex{)tred  by 
limitation ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Plumbr,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  letters* patent  to  Nathaniel 
Sylvester ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  Ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow.  * 


Mr.  LttTLE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Herman  Fisher ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  transmit* 
ting— 

<  1st.  A  list  of  balances  which  have  remained 
unsettled,  or  appear  to  have  been  due  from  collec- 
tors of  the  customs,  d^.,  more  than  three  years 
prior  to  the  30tii  of  September,  1823. 

3d.  A  list  of.  balances  on  account  of  the  old 
internal  revenue  and  direct  tax,  on  the  books  of 
the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  which  have  remain- 
ed unsettled  or  appear  to  have  been  due  more  than 
three  years  prior  to  the  30th  of  September,  1823. 
3d.  A  list  of  balances  due  by  Receivers  of  Pub- 
lic Money,  on  account  of  the  sales  of  public  lands, 
which  have  remained  due  or  unsettled  on  the 
books  of  the  Treasury,  for  more  than  three  years 
prior  to  the  30th  September,  1823. 

Whic^  letter  and  lists  were  laid  upon  tjie  table. 
The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting a  printed  copy  of  an  account  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1822,  with  an  appendix,  containing  state- 
ments of  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  and  of  its 
redemption,  to  the  close  of  the  year  1822 ;  which 
letter  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
Eagtossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz : 
An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to 
open  a' canal  through  the  public  lands,  to  connect 
the  navigation  of  the  river  Wa^Nish  and  the  Mi- 
ami of  Lake  Erie ; 

An  act  ffranting  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  cer- 
tain actMalsettlers  in  that  part  of  the  former  pro- 
vince of  West  Florida  included  in  the  district  of 
Jackson  Coarthouse,  in  the  State  of  Mi88issip|»i, 
and  fn  the  district  of  St.  Helena  Coarthouse,  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana ; 

Aq  act  makin{^  appropriations  for  deepening  the 
channel  leading  into  the  harbor  of  Presque  lale, 
and  for  repairing  Plymouth  beach ; 

An  act  granting  certain  lots  of  ground  to  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  Mobile,  and  to  certain 
individuals  of  said  city  ; 

An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  Registers  of 
Wills  in  the  several  counties  within  the  District 
of  Columbia ; 

An. act  making  an  appropriation  towards  the 
extinguishment  of  the  ^uapau  title  to  lands  in 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas  ; 
were  respectively  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  extinguishitient  of  the  debt  due  to 
the  United  States  by  the' purchasers  of  public 
lands,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
an  amendment. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Scott 
yesterday,  was  taken  np,  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PREsinERT 
OP  THE  United  States,' as  follows: 
Tb  tke  Houieof  Representatives  of  the  United  Statu: 
In  oomplianca  with  the  res<rftttion  of  the  House  of 
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RepreMntatives,  of  the  IMh  of  April,  reqaetting  the 
President  to  cause  to  be  commanicated  to  the  l£ouse 
ft  statement  of  the  supplies  which  have  been  sent  from 
the  United  States  to  any  ports  of  South  America,  for 
the  use  of  our  sq[UBdron  in  the  Pacific  ocean  ;  of  the 
amount  paid  for  such  supplies,  i^ith  the  names  of  the 
owners  of  the  Teasels ;  and  other  details  therein  spe- 
cified ;  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  which,  with  the  documents  accompdny- 
iag  it,  furoishes  the  iAforamtion  desired. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Mat  I'd,  1824. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  upoD  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  id  formed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  of  this  House 
of  the  following  title,  viz :  "  An  act  to  amend  the 
aeveral  acts  impohing  duties  on  imports,"  with 
ftmendments,  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.  They  have  also  passed  bills  of  the 
foUowing  titles,  viz :  An  act  relative  to  the  Pa- 
tent Office^  and  to  the  salary  of  the  Superintend- 
ent thereot;  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  estab- 
lishing Navy  hospitals ;  and  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Alexander  McNair ;  in  which  bills  the  Senate 
also  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  ''enabling  the  claimants  to 
lands  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
tq  institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
datma." 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  as  amended, 
•ftnd  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bUl^  entitled  *'  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts 
imposing  dtuies  on  imports,"  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles, 
▼12: 

1st.  An  act  relative  to  the  Patent  Office,  and  to 
'  thesalary  of  the  Superintendent  thereof; 

2d.  An  a«t  in  addition  to  an  act  esiablishing 
Navy  hospitals ; . 

3d  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  McNair; 
were  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred — 
the  first  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  an(f  Means ; 
tlie  secoad^'to  Che  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs; 
and  the  third  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  disposition 
of  three  several  tracts  of  land,  in  Tuscarawas 
county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses ;  which  was  reported  with  amendments,  which 
were  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

PUBLIC  LOTS  IN  WASHINGTON* 
The  following  report  waa  yesterday  made  by 
Mr.  Brent,  of  Louisiana: 

The  committee  appointed  by  Tirtae  of  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Kepreaentatives,  of  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1824,  have  had  the  sabjaot  which  that  neolu- 
tion  proposes  ander  consideration,  and  sHbinit  the  fol- 
lowioB  repMrl,  vis:  A  letUr  fiom  J.  Elgar,  Coaimis- 
Btoner  of  the  PubUc  Buildings,  dated  6th  of  May,  1834, 
by  which  it  appears  that  the  gross  amount  of  the  Miles 
of  the  piiCblic  lou^  i^  Washington  City,  as  made  by  the 


Oomminioners  aad  SaperintandaDt,  was  six  hondnd 
and  eighty-nine  thonsaod  foar  hundred,  and  forty  dol- 
lars eleven  cents,  subject  to  a  dedactioa  for  loaMi, 
occasioned  by  failures  of  purchasers,  the  amount  of 
which  has  not  been  ascertained.  The  committee  hsre 
not  been  able  to  obtain  information  from  the  booki  of 
the  Comoussioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  of  the  num- 
ber of  public  lots  sold,  when  sold,  by  whom,, to  whom, 
and  for  what  price  each  lot;  what  part  of  the  purchase 
money  has  been  paid,  and  the  exact  balance  doe. 
To  obtain  this  information,  would  require  more  time 
than  probaUy  remains  of  the  present  session  of  Coa- 
greao,  as  the  CooHBisaioner  of  the  Poblie  Buildings 
states  that  it  could  not  be  done  in  leae  than  two 
months. 

As  to  the  disbursements  which  were  made  by  the 
late  Samuel  Lane,  Commiasionerof  the  Pablie  Build' 
inga,  the  committee  find  that  a  balanoe  of  ^S.961  77 
was  due  by  the  late  Samuel  Lane,  C^HnniiaakNiar  ef 
the  Public  Buildings,  at  the  time  of  hiexieath,  together 
with  the  balance  of  $1,740  14,  which  he  ha4  recctved 
on  account  of  the  sales  of  city  lots ;  aii4  that,  siacc 
his  death,  his  estate  has  received  credit  for  differeat 
sums  of  money  amounting  to  $9,076  6,  which  leaves 
a  balance  due  the  United  Sutes  of  $15,590  85;  that 
his  executor  has  not  yet  completed  the  settlement  of 
his  estate ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  impossible  for  the  com- 
mittee to  say  how  much  of  that  balance  will  eventu- 
ally be  refunded  to  the  United  States.  It  is  probabfe 
the  balance  will  be  somewhat  diminished,  hot  that  a 
large  sum  will  remain  unpaid. 

The  committee,  therefove,  submit  the  foUowing  lesa- 
lutiori : 

Resolved,  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States 
be  requeated  to  cause  to  be  made,  and  eiihoiitted  ta 
this  House,  upon  the  first  day  of  the  next  eeoaion  of 
Congreaa,  a  full  and  complete  statement  of  the  exact 
number  of  lota  belonging  to  the  United  States,  in  Ihe 
city  of  Washington,  which  have  been  sold  by  Iha 
public  agents  for  that  .purpose,  when  eokl,  bj  whom, 
to  whom,  and  for  what  price  each  tot  waa  purchased; 
What  part  of  the  purchase  money  has  been  paid,  the 
amount  due,  and  by  whom  dua,  and  when  payable; 
whether  the  debta  are  well  secured,  and  whether  the 
money  received  haa  been  applied ;  to  what  pnrposei^ 
and  by  whom. 

The  resolution  with  which  the  report  eoaelndes  ^ 
being  taken  up  for  consideration,  a  debate  arose  ' 
upon  it,  of  which  the  following  outline  will  terre 
to  giTe  a  general  idea : 

Mr.  CocKfi  said  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee, now  under  consideration,  was  not  aa  fall  a 
response  to  thfi  resolution  as  the  docunaents  before 
them  would  have  warranted,  althou^  a  oompleie 
and  full  report  to  all  the  objecu  of  mquirf  might 
not  have  been  had  at  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress. The  number  of  lota  sold,  and  price  of 
each,  waa  not  ao  much  dasired  as  information  in 
what  manner  tha  money  placed  in  the  handaof 
officers  for  disbursemeni  waa  applied,  and  tbe  oh* 
iects  of  its  application;  especiallv,  whether  any 
law  existed  to  authoris^e  the  expenditure.  To  this 
inquiry,  the.  resolution  creating  the  committee, 
directed  their  attention,  and  used  the  worda  "  whe- 
'  ther  all  the  money  received  had  been  api^ied  to 
'  objects  authorized  by  any  existing  law ;  how 
'  much  thereof  has  been ^  paid  into  the  Trenaory." 
To  thdse  inquiriea  the  oommittee  night  havie  re- 
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ported,  us  tbe  evidence  Was  within  their  power. 
They  biive  not,  said  Mr.  C,  pretended  to  state  the 
amoant  whieh  was  appropriated,  each  year,  for 
the  repairs  and  dompleiion  of  the  Capitol,  the 
President's  idouse^  and  public  offices,  or  to  show 
what  disposition  was  made  of  it,  They  have  re- 
pNorted  the  sums  due  at  the  ticne  of  the  Commis-' 
sioDer's  death,  and  state  the  payments  made  since 
by  his  representative;  leaving  a  balance  still  due 
to  the  puo^c  of  more  than  fifteen  theasand  dollars. 
Besides  the  appropriations  for  those  objects,  Con- 
gress aothoriaed  large  sums  to  be  expended  to 
purchase  furniture  ibr  the  President's  House,  and 

f  laced  its  disbiinkement  under  tbe  control  of  the 
^rcsidenL  Tbe  letter  of-  tbe  Register  of  the 
Treasury  accompanying  the  report,  and  to  which 
the  committee  refer,  shows  that  the  sum  of  thirty- 
eight  tl^ousand  dollars  ofitbe  money,  applicable  to 
the  purcbaie  of  fomitere,  was  placea  in  the  bands 
of  the  lat<i  Commissioner,  thirty  thousand  doUars 
by  the  draft  of  the  President,  and  the  residue  by 
its  receipt  frqnkMr.  Whaom,  who  bad  previously 
drawn' it  by  tbe  authority  of  the  President. 

The  committee  dedtined  to  inquire,  or'  report, 
'what  disposition  has  been  made  of  this  $38,000, 
alleging  that  it  was  a  private  transaction  between 
the  President  and  Commissioner  Lane;  that,  as 
the  money  was  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Rresident,  he  could  appoint  whonisoever 
he  pleased,  as  hi»a^eDt,and  that  the  resolution  did 
not  authpriaje  the  inquiry.  In  this,  sir,  I  think 
tbe  committee  are  mistaken.  Permit  me,  Mr. 
Sjpeaker^  to  eali  your  attention  to  the  last  clause 
or  tbe  resolntion,  to  wit :  "and  what  disposition 
has  been  made  of  the  money  placed  in  the  hands- 
of  the  late  Superintendent  of  the  City,  for  disburse- 
ment." ,1  know  that  it  watf  the  intention  of  the 
mover  to  inquire  into  this  expenditure,  and  I  be- 
lieve tbe  rasolution  wanants  it. 

Befoie  1  advert  to  a  settled  account  between 
fidr.  Lane's  executors  and  the  agedt  of  the  Presi- 
dent, 1  wiU  use  the  language  of  Mr.  Vinson's  de- 
position now  before  me,  "  tha^t  it  was  generally 
.  *•  understood  thkt  Lane  was  insolvent  at  the  time 
^  he  entered  the  army,  and  that  he  was  not  eon- 
^  sidered  a  man  of  property  at  the  time  he  com- 
*  menced  on  the  duties  of  his  office  as  Commiyston- 
'  er ;''  and  this  statement  is  eortoborated  by  the 
amount  of  the  asseta  which  cSame  to  the  hands  of 
his  representatives. 

The  first  item  of  the  settled  account  between 
ColoBel  Lane  and  Mr.  Monroe  isnehttrge  by  Mr. 
Monroe  against  Lanet 

To  amoant  of  Auniture  sold  to  the  United 
States^  and  carried  to  hk  cfiedit  with  the  Ubited 
States        -       -        -       -       -        .$9,07121 

On  tbe  Mmosite  side  ia  a  credit-*- 
By  cash  for  furniture  .       -       -       -  10^  00 

I  am  unable,  siti  to  account  for  this  difference 
in  amount. 

The  second  item  of  the  charge  is— 

Amount  of  ditto,  bought  by  Mr.  Lee,  paid  for 
by  Mr.  M.,  and  credited  to  S.  Lane,  with  United 
States  9^,659  66. 

The  third  item,  which  appears  to  relate-to  the 
fimiitiire^  is,  a  halaafl^  of  938»(^00,  pftUic  flftpoey^ 


appropriated  for  furniture,  not  accounted  for'  by 
8.  Lane,  and  for  which  Mr.  M.  is  responsible^ 
91,556  15. 

Amount  paid  to  Mr.  M.  for  articles  for  the  Pre- 
sident's Hooke,  and  for  which  the  vouchers  were 
delivered  to  S.  Lane,  9778  21. 

Error  in  the  sum  allowed  for  Qeater^  $36,  paid 
for  mattresses,  being  for  the  house. 

Amount  of  check  on  the  Bank  of  Colombia,  for 
the  amount  in  tbe  hands  of  Mr.  Wfaann,  $6,000. 

Check  on  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  $1,500. 

The  other  items  of  charge,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  explain ;  but  the  whole  amount  of  charge  is 
920,950  96 }  against  this  sum,  is  the  910,000  be* 
fore  spoken  of,  as  a  credit,  with  sundry  other 
items  lor  cash  paid  to  individuals,  for  Mr.  Monroe, 
by  Lane,  some  of  which,  sir,  I  shall  notice. 

Cash  paid  Mr.  Yard,  92,000. 

I  have  no  document  to  show  fpr  what  articles 
thissum  was  paid,  but  the  committee  was  informed 
by  one  of  its  members,  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, that  the  President's  carriage  constituted  a 
part. 

It  appears,  from  this  account,  that  the  sum  oC 
92,785  49,.  was  paid  by  Mr.  Lane,  to  Russell  dt 
La  Farge,  and  for  which  Mr.  Monroe  has  entered 
a  credit.  The  account  of  those  individuals  I  hold 
in  my  hand,  which  Mr.  Monroe,  on  the  4th  of 
May,  1818,  endorsed  as  just,  and  approved  by  him« 
The  letter  accompanying  the  account,  after  the 
usual  complin^eats,  states : 

**  Wo  hsire  tbe  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  dnplicats 
bills  of  lading,  of  whteh  one  is  sent  by  us  to  tbe  col- 
lector of  tbe  customs  st  Alexandria,  for  forty-one 
packages,  amounting,  as  per  inToice  enclosed,  ie 
franca  68,0td  30.  Bill  of  lading  for  five  cases  paper 
hangings,  amounting,  as  per  invoice,  to.  francs  6,186 
56.  Bill  of  lading  for  tbirty-nine  cases,  containing  1,JM)0 
boMies  Champaigne  and  Bargimdy  wine,  as  per  in- 
voice, francs  &,962  47 ;  and  bill  of  lading  fot  seven 
cases,  of  which  six  are  Ibr  Mr&  Monroe,  amounting  to 
francs  9,066  30,  and  one  for  Mrs.  Decatur,  amounting 
to  francs  803 — for  which  we  have  debited  the  account 
of  your  Excellency,  by  virtue  of  the  letters  of  credit  of 
your  Excellency  and  of  Colonel  Lane." 

The  account  of  Russell  4c  Lafarge  also  shows 
the  application  of  91^000,  which  has  been  remit- 
ted to  J&urope,  and  the  net  proceeds  of  which  they 
had  Tfceived.  The  residue  of  their  account,  I  un- 
derstand, was  pAid  by  Mr.  Lane,  for  which,  I  pre- 
sume, the  above  credit  in  the  settled  account;,  con- 
stitutes a  part« 

The  next  iiftm  that  I  shall  notice,  is  the  sum  of 
9266,  paid  to  Mn-  Elz^Yt  a  milliner,  in  this  city, 
as  I  am  inforfl^M  >  of  the  particular  items,  I  have 
never  inquired.  The  sum  of  996  62j,  paid  M^. 
Mauro,  and  credited,  appears,  from  his  statement 
before  me,  to  be  for  brandy,  wine,  spirits,  lemons, 
demijohns,  tea,  porter,  and  mustard,  delivered  by 
orders  of  Colonel  Lane,  for  the  use  of  thjB  Presi- 
dent's House.  The  sum  of  $28,  paid  1^.  Graeff, 
and  also  credited  in  the  account,  appears  from  his 
statement  to  be  for  twa  cases  of  claret  Tbe  next 
item  of  9124  2^j  paid  to  Thomas  Coote  dt  Co.,  is 
by  hisatajtemeoty  for  beec,  delivered  to  Mr.  M^- 
roe,  and  pa|d  Ibr  by  Colonel  Lane.    A^  to  Ike 
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other  items  of  credit,  I  have  no  statement  to  show 
for  what  the  sums  were  expended ;  but  the  amount 
of  credits  given  in  the  account,  is  $36,466  51^, 
leaving'  a  balance  due  S.  Lane  of  9^^15  55^ ; 
and  immediately  below  the  balance  thus  stated,  is 
the  following  entry :  "  Tom's  expenses  and  a  cart 
to  Albemarle,  in^  1817,  $60,''  which,  if  added  to 
the  i^bove  balance,  would  maJce  96,^75  55}. 

Sir,  1  hare  founded  these  observations  on  doc- 
uments now  on  my  table.  If  I  have  erred  I  re- 
fret  it — they  are  made  from  a  sense  of  duty  which 
owe  to  my  constitaents — andl  have  no  unfriendly 
feelings  to'gratifyC  The  furniture  of  the  President 
was  valued,  before  delivery  to  the  Government ; 
biit  as  he  had  authority  toairect  the  disbursement 
of  the  money,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  was  making  a 
contract  with  himself.  The  settlement  of  which 
I  have  been  speaking,  was  made  in  June,  1822 ; 
on  the  18th  November  following,  as  well  as  I  re- 
collect, $2,000  was  paid  into  the  Treasury  and 
credited  to  Colonel  Lane:  1st.  To  balance  the 
furniture  account,  for  which  Mr.  Monroe  seems  to 
have  held  himself  responsible,  and  the  residue  to 
his  credit  as  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Build- 
ings. On  the  2d  January  following,  one  other 
$2,000,  was  paid  and  credited  to  Lane':!:  account. 
If,  sir,  I  am  not  mistaken  in  the  views  I  have 
taken,  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  had.  To  this  end  I 
move  you  to  recommit  the  report,  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire — 

**  In  what  manner  the  money  arising  from  the  stle 
of  city  1^  has  been  expended :  in  what  manner  the 
money  appropriated  by  Congress  to  coipplete  a  repair 
of  ttie  public  buildings  has  been  disbursed ;  and  how 
the  monev  appropriated  to  purchase  furniture  for  the 
President  a  House  has  been  disbursed ;  by  whom,  and 
to  whom  paid,  and  for  what" 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  m  reply, 
and  explained  and  defended  the  report  of  the 
committee,  stating  the  reasons  why  the  report  did 
not  ffo  into  farther  statements. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Louisiana,  (who  made  the  report 
from  the  committee,)  replied  to  the  observations 
of  Mr.  Cocke  nearly  as  follows :  He  said  it  had 
be^n  stated  by, the  honorable  gentlemen  that  he 
opposed  this  report,  to  have  impartial  jusliee  done, 
and  that  he  was  actuated  by  a  consideration  for 
the  public  interest.  Mr.  B.  then  observed  that  he 
meant  not  to  arraign  the  motives  of  the  gentle- 
man, but  he  could  assure  the  House  that  the 
members  composing  that  committee  were  astfue 
friends  to  their  country  and  to  impartial  justice, 
aa  the  honorable  member  who  had  stated  it. 
[Here  Mr.  Cocke  interrupted  Mr.  B.,  and  de- 
clared he  meant  no  insinuation  against  the  com- 
mittee, and  that  he  believed  their  conduct  flowed 
from  the  best  of  motives.]  Mr.  B.  continued.  I  re- 
ceive the  explanation  for  myself  and  for  the  com- 
mittee, but  the  statement  made  of  the  facts  has 
not  been  gHren  with  the  candor  the  geblleman 
ought  to  have  observed.  He  has  made  a  state- 
ment of  accounts  between  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  Lafarge  Russell  &>  Co.,  of 
France,  Samuel  Lane^  of  this  city,  and  others,  of 
their  private  transactions,  and  has  stated  them  as 
if  these  accouiKts  bad  been  contracted  for  the  pub- 


lic, and  paid  out  of  the  public-  money,  when  he 
knows  full  well  that  such  are  not  the  facts.    He 


has  thrown  out  insinuations  against  the  Cbi^ 
Magistrate  of  the  nation,  calculated  to  tarnish  the 
honest  reputation  of  that  patriot,  which  he  has 
earned  in  the  faithful  service  of  our  country.    As 
a  member  of  the  committee,  Mr.  B.  observed,  be 
was  acquainted  with  those  facts,  and  would  state 
them  to  the  House,  and  he  vouched  for  their  cor- 
rectness.   Mr.  Monroe  took  the  Presidential  Chair 
after  the  war,  after  the  President's  House  had 
been  reduced  to  ashes,  with  its  farniture  in  it,  and 
CongresSj-as  usual,  made  an  appropriation  to  pur- 
chase new  furniture.    Th&  President  wrote  to 
Lafarge,  Russell  &  Co.,  of  France,  to  send,  for 
the  use  of  (he  President's  House,  certain  descrip- 
tions of  furniture,  and  also  to  send  several  article 
fop  his  own  private  use  and  that  of  his  family. 
These  merchants,  in  making  out  their  aecount,  - 
blended  the  public  and  private  account  of  tbe 
President  together,  and  made  out  one  accoooi, 
which  was  forwarded  to  the  President,  with  t 
drkft  for  the  monev.    Thi^  draft  arrived  when 
Mr.  Monroe  was  absent  in  the  discharge  of  t& 
important  and  useful  duty  to  his  country.    Mr. 
Lane,  who  was  the  Commissioner  of  the  PuUie 
Building,   and  the   proper  person   to    p^j  the 
charge  tor  the  furniture  to  the  President's  House, 
paid  for  it,  and,  the  President  being  absent,  as  his 
friend,  he  also  paid  for  the  articles  for  the  private 
use  of  the  President,  not  out  of  the  public  roooey, 
but  out  of  his  own  money,  and  charged  Mr.  Mon- 
roe with  it  upon  his  private  account.     A  subse- 
quent settlement  took  place,  in  which  Mr.  Monroe 
paid  this  sum  to  Mr.  Lane,  as  a  private  debt;  all 
the  other  cases  named  by  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, are  of  thj^  precise,  saihe  natnre;  all  of  them 
private  transactions  between  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr. 
Lane.    Several  years  nafter  these  accoonis  were 
settled,  Mr.  Lane  died,  «nd  it  appears  that  his 
estate  is  rn  arrears  to  the  United  States.    It  is 
now  contended  that  because  Lane  received  public 
money,  that,  therefore,  the  money  he  paid  for  Mr. 
Monroe  on  his  private  account,  must  orpresumed 
to  have  been-paid  with  the  public  money,  and  that 
Mr.  Monroe  knew  it,  and  must  pay  back  the 
money  to  the  United  States,  althoag^  he  has 
fairly  and  honestly  accounted  for  it  to  Mr.  Laae. 
Who  ever  heard  of  sQch  an  unjust,  illiberal,  and 
unjustifiable  attack? 

As  regards  the  charge  about  the  fumitore  of  the 
President  taken  for  the  United  Stales  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings^  the  pro- 
ceedings in  that  case  can  show  the  aectisaiion  of 
indeceney^  inddieacy^  made  by  the  gentleman,  to 
be  incorrect.  There  was  no  furniture  when  Mr> 
Monroe  went  into  the  President's  Hoasse,  fit  for 
its  use.  Mr.  Lane  proposed  to  purchase  some 
valuable  furniture  that^^ad  beeti  sent  from  France 
to  Mr.  Monroe.  Mr.  Monroe  agreed  to  let  the 
United' States  have  it  on  condition  that  he  might 
re-take  it  when  he  went  out  of  office,  upon  repay- 
ing the  money  he  received  for  it.  To  this  effect 
a  writteti  agreement  was  made,  and  is  on  file. 
The  furniture  was  then  valued  by  two  highly  re- 
spectable gentlemen,  (Geneni  Vaii  JNeas^  of  the 
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cxty^  and  General  Mason,  of  Georgetown,}  assist- 
ed by  two  mechanics,  judges  of  its  qnalit/,  and, 
after  estimation  made,  it  will  be  seen,  b/  Mr. 
Lane's  letter,  that  the  President  sold  it  for  twenty- 
five  per  cent.  less  than  similar  furniture  could  be 
purchased  for.    All  these  facts  were  shown  in  the 
committee,  and  why  did  not  the  gentleman,  (Mr. 
Cocke,)  if  he  is  actuated  by  no  other  motive  than 
impartial  iu8tic&  state  them  to  the  House  ?    Mr. 
B.  tben  ooserved  that  there  was  something  wrong 
io  this  business.    He  would  not  indulge  in  obser- 
Tations  which  this  attack  might  justify.    The 
object  of  it  occupied  too  elevated  a  stand,  was 
too  well  known  to  his  country,  and  had  served 
her  too  faithfully  in  every  situation  to  which  he 
had  been  called,  to  be  reached  by  any  ungenerous 
allusions,  whether  made  in  the  discharge  of  a 
public  duty,  or  to  gratify  other  views.    From  this 
statement,  the  House  will  perceive,  Mr.  B.  con- 
tinued, that  the  committee  acted  correctly  in  not 
]Dteri«ring  with  the  private  concerns  between  Mr. 
Lane  and  the  President.    He  then  showed  that 
the  subjects  submitted  to  the  Committee  had  been 
properly  considered,  and  that  the  report  was  as 
full  as  It  could  be  made. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  deprecating  a  false  ira- 
pretfsion  produced  by  the  observations  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  injurious  to  the  President, 
Tvbose  conduct  he  indicated  as  not  only  pure  and 
honest,  but  as  honorable,  in  a  high  degree ;  and 
expressed  his  hope  that  the  motion  of  the  gentle- « 
man,  (Mr.  Oook^,)  would  be  rejected,  and  the 


report  of  the  committee  approved,  and,  by  its  ap- 
proval, an  expression  might  be  given  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  President.  He  wished  it  so  to  be 
considered. 

Mr.  Mercbr,  of  Virginia,  followed  Mr.  B.,  and 
expressed  his  unfeign^  regret  at  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  He  al- 
luded to  the  personal  intimacy  he  had  enjoyed 
and  esteem  he  had  felt  for  Mr.  Monroe  from  his 
boyhood ;  uttered  his  scorn  at  the  style  of  insinua- 
tion in  which  a-  private  account  had  been  exam- 
ined on  this  floor,  which  was  wholly  4)f  a  private 
character,  and  which  it  would  degrade  the  House 
to  meddle  with.  He  went  into  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  the  conduct  of  the  President  in  relation 
^  to  the  expenditures  for  his  family  use  and  for  the 
furDitore  of  the  President's  house,  and  closed  with 
moving  that  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
CooKB,  lie  on  the  table.  But  this  motion  he 
withdrew,  to  give  an  opportunity  for  reply. 

MnCocKB  rose  in  reply,  and  explained  some 
of  the  observations  he  had  before  made-— went 
into  a  further  examination  of  the  itccount  of  the 


power  to  detect  the  public  money  io  his  hand,  and 
that  it  would  be  found  that  that  officer  had  acted 
in   the  afiair  adverted  to,  and  all  others  of  a 

fiecuniary  nature,  not  only  with  purity,  but  with 
iberality. 

Mr.  Erehbr,  of  Pennsylvania,  expressed  his 
hope  that  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table  would  never  be  renewed  :  that  the  investi- 
gation should  be  made  and  fairly  met,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  House  expressed  by  yeas  and  nays, 
that  it  might  be  seen  who  they  were  who  had 
assailed  a  man  grown  gray  with  honor  in  his 
country's  service. 

Mr.  Mercer  rose  t6  explain  why  he  should  not 
renew  the  motion  he  had  made,  to  lay  the  subject 
on  the  table.  He  stated  what  had  been  done  in 
the  select  committee,  and  urged  the  unreasonable- 
ness and  impracticability  of  endeavoring  to  ob- 
tain, in  the  few  remaining  days  of  the  session,  in- 
formation whieh  nine  weeks  had  been  insufficient 
time  to  procure.  He  concurred  with  his  col- 
leasne,  in  the  opinion  that  the  President,  instead' 
of  having  appropriated  improperly  any.part  of  the 
public  money,  was,  and  would  be  found,  a  credi- 
tor, rather  than  a  debtor  of  the  nation.  He  gave 
a  testimony  to  the  purity  and  honor  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's private  character,  and  expressed  a  hope  that, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  the  House  would  mark  its  sen- 
timents of  what  had  passed  in  relation  to  this 
subject. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Ross  expressed  a  determination  to  vote  for 


the  recommitment.  He  entertained  the  highest 
respect  for  the  Chief  Magistrate,  but  thought,  on 
the  principles  of  a  republican  government,  4hat 
officer,  as  well  as  any  other,  should  be  held  to  a 
strict  account  for  public  moneys  intrusted  to  his 
bands.  He  should  not  feel  any  greater  delicacv 
from  the  fact  of  his  being  a  Virginian,  (which 
had  been  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Stevenson,)  than  if 
he  was  from  Ohio,  or  Michigan,  dtc,  and  he 
thought  the  investigation  was  due  to  the  Presi- 
dent himself. 

Mr.  Stevenson  explained.  In  alluding  to  Mr. 
Monroe's  being  a  Virginian,  he  only  meant  to 
state  one  of  the  reasons  why  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
vindicate  his  good  name. 

Mr.  Buc0ANAN,  of  Pennsylvania,  expressed  his 
surprise  at  the  course  of  the  debate.  The  evi- 
dence on  which  the  grovelling  and  unworthy 
charge  of  peculation  was  now  attempted  to  bie 
brought  against  the  first  officer  of  the  Republic 
had  been  in  the  possession  of  a  committee  of  this 
House  ever  since  last  Winter.  He  expressed  a 
high  sentiment  of  respect  for  the  character  of  Mr. 


late  Colonel  Lane,  and  of  his  transactions  with    Monroe,  and  thought  that  he  was  the  veiy  last 
the  President,  and  persisted  in  maintaining;  that    person  against  whom  the  charge  of  an  avaricious 


the  report  ought  to  have  gone  farther  than  it  did, 
Id  the  investigation  of  these  particulars. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  it 
was  due  neither  to  the  character  of  the  distin- 
guished individual  concerned,  nor  to  the  duty  and 
dignity  of  the  House,  to  reply  to  the  observations 
just  made.  He  observed  that,  when  the  Chief 
Magistrate  now  in  office  should  retire,  he  would 


xetire  poor,  and  that  no  man  would  have  it  in  his  I  till  the  next  session. 


love  of  money,  and  base  collusion  with  a  subor- 
dinate officer,  would  ever  be  brought,  or  could 
ever  be  substantiated.  He  trusted  this  House,  ajt 
this  late  period,  would  not  enter  into  another  in- 
vestigation, probably  of  groundless  charges. 

Mr.  CocKB  then  rose,  and  stated  that^  since 
there  seemed  much  objection  to  the  motion,  in 
point  of  time,  he  would  consent  to  withdraw  it 
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The  question  then  recurring  on  coneurring 
with  the  committee  in  the  resolution  reported  by 
them — 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  and 
wished  distinctly  to  understand  whether  or  not 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  meant  to  charge 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  IJnion  with  an  em- 
bezzlement of  the  public  money.  If  he  did,  it 
wi^s  propel^  that  that  gentleman  should  remem* 
her,  that  it  was  due  to  this  House  and  to  this 
nation  that  an  accuser,  bringing  such  a  charge, 
should  be  himself  without  suspicion.  That  gen- 
tleman could  appreciate  the  effect  of  injurious 
charges  on  the  reputation  of  persons  holding  dis- 
tinguisihed  stations,  having  been  himself  the  sub- 
ject of  them — 

[Here  Mr,  Littjle  called  the  gentleman  to 
order.] 

The  Chair  pronounced  him  to  be  not  out  of 

order. 

Mr.  Hamilton  proceeded,  and  observed  that, 
in  certain  public  prints  of  this  city,  the,  gen  tie- 
man  from  Tennessee  had  been  openly  cnarged 
with  fraudulent  conduct — 

[Here  Mr.  Speaker  pronpunced  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton to  be  out  of  order.] 

Mr.  Poinsett,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  to  cor- 
roborate the  statements  made  by  the  gentlemen 
from  Virginia,  and  was  proceeding  to  say  that 
he  had  seen  an  explanation  of  these  transactions 
the  most  satisfactory  and  hpnorable  to  the  Presi- 
dent, when 

Mr.  Speaker  asked  him  to  give  way  to  allow 
Mr.  H.  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Hamilton  then  resumed,  and  expressed 
his  reprobation  of  the  course  pursued  in  introduc- 
ing a  charge  of  this  magnitude  and  complexion 
at  such  a  period  of  the  session,  and  his  confidence 
in  the  unblemished  purity  of  the  character  now 
attempted  to  be  destroyed. 

Mr.  Brent  stated  that  the  delay  in  bringing 
forward  the  report  of  the  committee  was  to  be 
attributed  to  the  chairman  alone,  (Mr.  Cocke,) 
apd  stated  certain  facts  in  relation  to  the  course 
of  the  committee's  proceedings. 

Mr,  Cocke  rose  in  reply,  and  denied  that  he  had 
ever  been  absent  from  the  committee's  meetings. 
Hi»  sole  object  was  to  have  a  full  and, fair  inves- 
tigation, dec.  With  respect  to  himself,  he  admit- 
ted that  insinuations  had  been  brought  forward 
against  him  in  a  certain  print,  and  at  a  proper  time 
he  meant  .to  notice  them,  and  to  explain  the  facts 
to  which  they  had  reference.  He  declared  his 
determination  to  persevere  in  doing  his  duty  to 
the  people  in  this  House,  whatever  feeling  it 
ipight  excite  in  the  minds  of  some  gentlemen  to- 
wards him. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  then  roae  and  ob- 
aervedy  that,  having  been  three  years  since  on  a 
committee  to  whom  these  accounts  had  been  sub- 
mitted, he  felt  it  to  be  bis  duty  to  testify  to  the 
vigilance,  integrity,  and  perseverance  in  his  duty 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennesaee — 
whom  he  commended  for  probing  radically  every 
rotten  part  of  the  public  expenditure.  He  thought 
that  gentleman  bad,  on  the  present  occasion«done 


himself  immortal  honor,  by  breasting  the  storm 
in  this  House. 

Mr.  Vinton,  of  Ohio,  asked  an  explanatioo  of 
Mr.  Cocke,  which  he  gave ;  when, 

Mr.  Bartlett,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to 
lay  the  report  of  the  comiaittee  on  the  table. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative — ayea  77,  noes  89. 

The  resolution  having  been  again  read — 

Mr.  FoBSTTH,  of  Georgia,  rose  and  said,  that, 
approving  the  resolution,  he  afaoqld  vote  for  it, 
but  he  protested  against  any  conclusion  bein^ 
drawn  from  that  vole  as  to  the  matter  which  hid 
been  discus^d  that  morning.  In  making  this 
protestation,,  he  did  not  intend  to  sanction  the 
statements  or  opinions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Cocke.)  AU  he  meant  was,  that 
he  gave  no  vote  upon  a  question  #hich  bad  not 
been  examined. 

The  Spba^;9r  suggested  the  propriety  of  dis- 
pensing with  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  resolutioo ; 
there  seemed  to  be  no  opposition  to  it;  but,  Mi. 
Mercer,  who  had  moved  for  their  being  uken, 
continuing  to  insist  upon  them,  they' were  ordered 
accordingly. 

.  Mr.  Cobb  and  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, made  in  substance  a  similar  protest  to  that 

of  Mr.  FORSTTH. 

When  the  questioti  on  concurring  with  the  le- 
lect  committee,  in  the  resolution  reported  by  them 
to  the  House,  was  decided  by  ^eas,  unanimoosijr, 
In  the  affirmative— yeas  183,  nays  noae. 

So  the  resolve  w^s  agreed  to. 


Frioat,  May  14. 

Mr.  RaKkim ,  from  the  Coonmittee  on  the  Pab- 
lic  Lands,  to  whom  a  petition  was  referred  ob 
the  22d  of  March,  upon  the^  subject,  reported  a 
bill  granting  to  the  Corporation  of  Tusealooa, 
certain  lots,  and  privileges  over  the  retenratioos 
and  commons,  in  said  town;  which  vas  mA 
twice,  ^nd  committed  to  a .  Committee  o(  tke 
Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,^  froQi  the  Committee  oo  Com- 
merce, to  whom  the  subjeot  had  been  ttktndj  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jasies  Lenox,  Wil- 
liam Maitland,  G.  B.  Abeel,  Guiian  Ladlow^tod 
Hector  Scott;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  Uid  before  tl^  HooM  &  ^n^^^^' 
nication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  TRa«iry,eor- 
muf  a  r^ort,  and  statement  of  balances'  due  br 
receivers  of  public  money,  on  aodoont  of  sales  of 
public  lands,  against  whom  wts  have  been  wtor 
tut^d ;  which  commuiiicaKioa  was  leadf  and  laid 
upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALLBii,.of  Massachaaetts,  U 
1  was 

Bmlvedy  ThM,  fron^  and  after  tM  commeiM^ 
ment  of  the  present  session  of  Confreas,  there  be 
allowed  to  the  Po&tmastar  of  this  House  four  dol- 
lars per  day,  during  the  sessions;  and  that  the 
Committee  of  Accounts  be  authorixed  Co  m»e 
him  such  further  allowance  for  services  reojered, 
as  such  PojBliRiasUr,  durij^  th^  recast  of  C^^F^ 
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as  they  shall  think  reasonable  aod  just;  and  that 
the  same  be  paid  out  of  the  contingeat  fund  of 
the  House. 

JBngros^ed  bills  of  the  follomng  titles,  viz  : 

Ad  act  to  revive  and  extend  the  term  of  certain 
pensions,  whicb  have  expired  by  limitation ; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  letters  patent 
to  Nathaniel  Sylvester; 

An  act  enabling  the  claimants  ta  lands  within 
the  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory 
of  Arkansas,  to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the 
validity  of  their  clakas ; 

Ad  aot  providing  for  the  disposition  of  three 
several  tracts  of  land  in  Tuscarawas  county,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  for  other  paqioses;  were 
respectively  read,  the  thbd  time,  and  passed.  • 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  House  went 
ioto  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  further 
to  amend  the  judiciary  system  of  the  United 
States.  The  bill' was  amended  by  substituting 
the  third  Monday  of  January  for  the  first  Monday 
of  January,  as  the  day  of  commencing  the  Win- 
ter term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  (the  oonrt  at 
present  meets  on  the  first  Monday  of  February.) 

Mr.  W.,  despairing  of  getting  through  a  dis^ 
cussion  of  the  whole  provisions  ot  the  bill,  moved 
to  strike  out  all  after  the  first  section ;  but,  at  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  fia^NT,  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee rise,  ^with  the  understand ii^  that  a  sepa- 
rate bill  be  reported  to  cover  the  object  in  the  first 
section  of  this  bill  $)  the  Committee  then  rose,  and 
had  leave,  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Livingston  .moved  to  postpone  the  orders 
of  the  day  to. take  up  the  bill  for  employing  Mr. 
Peale  to  paint  an  equestrian  statue  ot  Washino- 
TON.    The  motion  was  lost.     > 

A  similar  imotioa  in  favor  of  some  other  bills 
was  also  loat;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLane, 
the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the 
first,  second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  sections  of  the 
act  farther  to  provide  for  collecting  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage;  which  was  slightly  amended, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  House  went 
into  -Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  'Ho 
authorize  the  building  of  lighthouses,  light- ves- 
sels, and  beacons,  therein  mentioned,  and  for  other 
purposes."  Several  amendinents  were  proposed 
and  agreed  to.  Some  discussion  arose  on  the  lo- 
cation 6f  a  lighthouse  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake 
£rie,  for  which  two  different  positions  were  pro- 
posed— the  Committee  preferring  the  mouth  of 
Grand  river,  and  Mr.  Wright  ottering  a  resolu- 
tion in  favor  of  a  point  between  Erie  and  San- 
dusky bay.  Mr.  Whittlesey  having  explained 
tne  facts,  the  amendment  was  rejected,  and  the 
bill  r^eported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  BeecheA  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  iimend- 
ment  on  the  table.  The  motion  vras  lost.  The 
House  conctirred  in  the  amendment,  when  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  to 
to-morrow. 

Tfie  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
hare  been  committed^  respectively,  the  bill  grant*, 
ing  donations  of  land  to  certain  actual  settlers  in 


the  Territory  of  Florida ;  and  the  bill  providing 
for  a  grant  of  land  for  the  seat  of  government  in 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes, 
were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
said  bills. 

OCCUPYING  CLAIMANT  LAWS. 

The  resolutions  some  time  since  offered  by  Mr* 
Lbtgher  (in  relation  to  decisions  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States)  were  taken  up — ayes 
80,  noes  48. 

The  House  accordingly  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  those 
resolutions,  which  are  as  follow : 

•<  Re$omed,  That  provbion  ought  to  be  made  by  law, 
requiring,  in  any  cause  decided  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
in  which  shall  be  drawn  in  qnestion  the  validity  of 
any  part  of  the  oonstitntion  of  i^  State,  or  of  any  act 
passed  by  the  Legislatare  of  a  State,  that  —^  justices 
shall  concur  in  pronouncing  such  part  of  the  said  con- 
stitution or  act  to  be  invalid ;  and  that  without  the  oon« 
currenoe  of  that  nnmber  of  said  justices  the  part  of 
the  constitution  or  act  of  the  Legislature  (as  the  ease 
may  be)  so  drawn  in  question  shall  not  be  deemed  or 
bolden  invalid. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  justices  aforesaid,  in  pronounc* 
ing  their  judgment  in  any  such  cause,  as  aforesaid, 
ought  to  be  required  by  law  to  give  their  opinions,  with 
their  respective  reasons  therefor,  separately  and  dis- 
tinctly, if  the  judgment  of  the  court  be  against  the 
validity  of  the  part  of  the  constitution  or  act  drawn  in 
quektion,  as  aforesaid. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill,  in  conformity  to  the  pre- 
ceding resolutions." 

Mr.  Webster  moved  to  amend  the  first  resolu- 
tion by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  Bfsdved^ 
and  inserting — 

**That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  |aw  that  in 
all  suits  now  pending,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  pend- 
ing, in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  tJnited  States,  where 
is  drawn  in  question  the  validity  of  any  treaty  or 
statute  of  the  United  States,  or  where  is  drawn  in 
question  the  validity  of  any  statute  of  a  State,  or  the 
constitution  thereof,  or  of  any  authority  exercised 
under  any  State,  on  the  ground  of  repugnancy  to  the 
constitution,  treaties,  or  laws,  of  the  United  States, — 
no  judgod^nt  shall  he  pronounced  oc  rendered  until  a 
majority  of  all  the  justiees  of  said  court,  legally  com- 
petent to  sit  in  the  cause,  shall  concur  in  the  opinion 
either  in  fovor  of  or  against  the  validity  thereof;  and, 
until  such  concurrence,  such  suit  shall  be  contfaiued 
under  advisement:  Provided,  however.  That  said  court 
should  not,  by  such  provision,  be  prevented  from 
rendering  judgment  in  any  such  suit,  when  it  should 
be  of  opinion  that  the  final  adjudication  of  the  merits 
thereof  did  not  lequire  the  decision  of  such  continu- 
ance  or  legal  question  as  aforesaid." 

The  Chair  decided  this  acpendment  to  be  out 
of  order,  as  there  was  another  amendment  pend- 
ing. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  who  had  offered  this- amendment, 
withdrew  it,  to  allow  discussion  on. that  presented 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  C|«AT  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  in  defence  of  the  resolution  as  offered 
by  Mr.  Letcbbb*    He  objected  to  that  part  of  the 
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amendment  which. prescribes  that  a  majority  of 
the  judges,  <'  competent"  to  decidei  shall  be  re- 
quired— there  bein^  no  umpire  to  decide  upon  jlheir 
competency ;  and  if  two  declined,  a  majority  will 
be  only  three  iudges.  He  thought  that  when  four 
judges  should  be  found  on  one  side  and  three  on 
the  other,  the  united  decisions  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature and  State  Judiciary,  together  with  the  three 
Supreme  Court  judges,  would  outweigh  ihe  judg 
ment  of  the  remaining  four.  He  insisted  on  the 
equity  and  policy  of  requiring  five  judges  to  con- 
cur when  the  whole  authority  of  one  or  of  many 
States  was  to  be  «et  aside.  He  adduced  the  case 
of  the  bankrupt  laws,  passed  by  a  majority  of  all 
the  States,  as  an  illustration  of  the  position.  He 
thought  that  no  danger  could  arise  from  such  an 
arrangement  to  the  interest  of  the  General  Grovem- 
ment.  It  would  soothe  the  State«  whose  laws  were 
set  aside,  and  conciliate  the  confidence  of  all  par- 
ties concerned. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  met  the  objection  made  to 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Letcbbr,  that,  if  it  prevailed, 
a  minority  might  control  a  majority,  by  refusing 
to  coDcUr  in  their  decision.  This,  he  said,  was 
DO  more,  but  much  less,  than  happened  every  day 
in  the  case  of  an  ordinary  jury,  where  one  man's 
refusal  controlled  The  decision  of  eleven  men. 

Mr.  Webster  spoke  in  reply,  and  stated  a  dif- 
ference in  these  two  cases,  since,  in  the  one,  a  mi- 
nority did  virtually  give  a  decision,  (because  the 
court  must  decide,  one  way  or  the  other,)  whereas, 
in  the  other,  the  refusal  prevented  a  verdict,  and 
no  decision  was  given  on  either  side.  He  went 
into  the  general  principles  on  which  the  Supreme 
Court  was  erected,  by  the  Constitution,  as  a  safe- 
guard to  the  General  Government  against  the 
State  Governments,  when  disposed  to  violate  the 
Constitution.  He  maintained  that  no  greater 
number  should  be  required  when  a  State  was  a 
party,  than  when  an  individual,  claiming  under  a 
Stale  law,  was  a  party — because  the  authority  of 
the  Sute  was  involved  in  its  laws.  He  stated  the 
improbability  that  all  the  seven  judges  should,  in 
each  case,  attend ;  and,  if  one  judge  should  be  in- 
volved in  the  question,  five  only  v^ould  be  left.  If 
this  resolution  passed,  not  even  four  out  of  these 
five,  could  decide.  He  referred  to  the  lat^  case  of 
the  steamboat  monopoly.  In  that  case  one  judge 
was  absent,  and  if  it  had  happened,  as  it  might, 
that  another  was  indisposed,  or  interested  in  the 

Siuestion,  so  as  to  leave  a  courtof  five  judges  only, 
our  out  of  the  fire  would  not  have  been  compe- 
tent to  pronounce  a  decision,  if  the  provision  of 
Mr.LBTCHER's  resolution  had  been  law.  It  was  a 
fair  presunfption,  that  State  judges  would  lean 
toward  the  authority  of  their  own  State.  A  mere 
majority  of  those  judges  could  decide  against  the 
United  Stales,  but  now,  more  than  a  majority 
was  to  be  required  to  decide  a^inst  a  State.  This 
^as,  unequal.  The  very  caseof  the  bankrupt  laws, 

f noted  by  gentlemen,  furnished  a  strong  instance. 
ie  protested  against  a  greater  number  being  re- 
quired to  decide  a  cause  one  way  than  the  other. 
He  passed  a  eulogv  on  the  Supreme  Court  as  a 
tribunal.  Its  whole  weight  with  the  commanity 
rested  on  the  strength  of  the  reasons  it  brought  for 


its  decisions.  He  adverted  to  the  encomium  pro- 
nounced on  a  great  jud^e  in  New  York,  (Cbao- 
cellor  Kent,)  and  subscribed  to  it  with  the  most 
entire  assent,  and  he  quoted  from  an  introdnctor^ 
lecture  lately  delivered  by  that  jurist  a  very  de- 
cided testimoiiy  to  the  distinguished  character  of 
the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Clay  replied — and  while  he  subscribed  to  a 
reiy  high  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court,  he  could 
not  acknowled^  that  the  moment  a  man  was  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  that  court,  he  became  exalted 
above  his  whole  species  in  intellect  and  virtue. 
He  spoke  of  their  power  practically  to  make  the 
Constitution,  by  giving,  authoritatively,  their  in- 
terpretation of  it.  He  warned  the  country  of  the 
consolidating  influence  of  this  power,  and  main- 
tained the  necessity  of  guarding  the  State  tribu- 
nals. The  Supreme  Court  was  virtually  an  avh 
pire'  between  the  Gkneral  Grovernment.  and  the 
States>,-its  appointment  was  by  one  of  these  two 
parties,  and  its  bias  might  be  expected  to  be  to- 
wards that  party  on  which  every  membo*  of  the 
tribunal  was  dependent 

On  the  subject  of  the  attendance  of  judges,  be 
had  attended  sixteen  or  seventeen  terms,  and  bad 
never  witnessed  more  than  two,  at  the'  most  three, 
where  a  full  court  was  not  present.  In  the  steam- 
boat case,  he  asked  whether,  had  four  Supreme 
Court  judges  decided  affajnst  three,  the  opinion  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York ;  of  Judge  Kent, 
(than  whom  there  was  not  more,  at  the  utmost, 
than  onegreater  jurist  on  the  bench  of  the  Soprenie 
Court,)  and  of  the  Court  of  Errors  of  that  State, 
added  to  the  opinion  of  three  judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  ought  not  to  outweigh  the  opinions 
of  four  Supreme  Court  judges? 

In  reference  to  the  argument  respeotiag  a  jury, 
he  observed,  that  the  want  of  a  verdict,  when  all 
did  not  agree,  was  not  owing  to  the  naere  deelaia- 
tion  of  law,  but  to  the  reason  of  the  case,  on  which 
the  law  was  foujided.  He  viewed  the  amendmeot 
of  the  ffentleman  from  Massaehosetu  as  worse 
than  noming  in  the  case,  and  he  concluded  by  ex- 
pressing an  earnest  hope  that  it  would  not  be 
adopted. 

The  debate  was  farther  continued  by  Mr.  Buck* 
NBR,  who  spoke  in  ooposition  to  the  amendment ; 
when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Metcalfe,  the  Commit- 
tee rose  and  had  iehve  to  sit  again. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  Committee  of  Manufactures  reported  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  ''to  amend  the  several  acts 
laying"  duties  on  imports,"  recommendiog  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  in  the  aihiendmeota  made 
to  it  by  the  Senate,  with  certain  exeeptioos.  The 
bill  and  amendments  were  referred  to  a  Commii- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  FoRBTTH  moved  to  print  the  committee^ 
report.  The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Top 
and  Taylor  ;  when  it  was  supers^ed  bjr  a  mo- 
tion to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the 
bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  on  this  qnes- 
tioo,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmativ*— yeas  IIO, 
nays  72,  as  follows : 
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YsAi— Mewrt.  Adams,  Allen -of  MMtaehaaettt,  Al- 
lison, Baylies  Barber  of  Conneetieot,  Bartley,  Beecb- 
er,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Back,  Backner,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cas«edy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict, 
Cook,  CraAs,  Craig,  Durfee,   Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Farrelly,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New 
Vork,  Forward,  Garrisoh,  Harris,   Hartey,  Hay  ward, 
Heraphill,    Henry^  Herkimer,    Hogeboom,   Ingham, 
Isacks,  Jennings,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  John- 
eon,  F.  Johnson^  Kent,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence, 
Letcher,  LHtle,  McArthur,  McKean,  McLane  of  Pel- 
aware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martin- 
dale,  Marvin,  Matlaek,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of 
Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Ken- 
tocky,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Flomer.of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Richards,  Rich,  Rose, 
Ross,  Saoiiders,  Sandibrd,  Sharps,  Sloan e,  WilUaai 
Smith,  Spence,  Stande&r,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard, 
Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentneky, 
Tod,Tomlinson,7racy>  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance 
of  Ohio.  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whipple,  Whit- 
man,  Whttilesey,  White.  WicklilTe,  Williams  of  New 
York,  James  Wilson,  WUson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods, 
and  Wright— 110. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Abb^t,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Al* 
len  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Bar- 
bour, Bartlett,  Breck,  Brent,  Burleigh»  Burton,  Cam- 
breleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary, 
Cobb,  Couner,  Crowninshield,  Colpeper,  Cushman, 
Cothbert,  Day,  Dwinell,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Gatlin,  Gist, 
Govan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Hiyden,  Herrick,  Hobart, 
Hooks,  Lee,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Livingston,  Locke, 
Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee,  Man- 
gum,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  Owen,  Plumer 
of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds, 
Scott,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  A  leiander  Smyth,  Spaight, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
Thompson  of  Georgia^  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Vance  of  North  CaroHna,  Warfield,  WebsUr,  Wil- 
Uams  of  Virginis,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  I 
Wilson  of  South  Carolina — 73. 

The  House,  accordingly,  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Tay- 
lor in  the  Chair. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  were 
about  to  be  read  by  the  Clerk,  when  an  inquiry 
was  made  whether  those  amendments  could  be 
present.  When  they  had  been  ordered  to  be  printed  ? 
On  this  subject  a  desultory  conversation  arose,  in 
which  much  excitement  was  evinced.    Messrs. 

Cl7TBBERT,  WfiBSTER,   A.  StBYENSON,  CaMBRE- 

LEFfo,  Metcalfe,  McDuffie,  Clay,  Tod,  and 
Hamilton,  took  part  in  this  conversation.  -When 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  all  read — 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  thinking  it  due  to  the 
House  that  it  should  have  the  amendments  before 
it  in  a  printed  form,  and  having  ascertained  that 
this  could  be  effected  by  to-morrow  Oiorning, 
moved  that  tbe  Committee  rise. 

The  motion  was  carried — ayes  97,  noes  91. 

Mr.  Campbell  moved  for  printing  the  bill  and 
amendments ;  on  which  a  desultory  debate  took 
place  between  Messrs.  Campbell^  Foot  of  Con- 
neetieot, MoAbtbur,  Rankin,  Wriobt,  Hamil- 
ton, Taylor,  and  Clarke;  and  it  waa  finally 
ordored. 


Saturday,  May  15. 

Mr.  Harvey,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  es- 
tablishing nav^l  hospitals."  reported  tbe  same 
with  an  amendment,  and  tne  bill  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  ' 

,  Mr.  Vinton,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  a  memorial  of 
the  Qeneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  upon 
the  sul)k|ect  of  the  lands  set  apart  for  the  purposes 
of  public  schools,  made  a  report  thereon,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Legislature  of 
said  State  to  sell  and  oonvey  certain  tracts  of 
land,  eraoted  to  said  State  tor  the  use  thereof ; 
which  oill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Stevenson, 

Resolved,  Thst  the  Clerk  of  this  Houss  be  directed 
to  cause  to  be  prepared  a  general  index  to  the  latest 
edition  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
commencemeDt  of  the  present  form  of  Oovernmenty 
as  well  as  the  treaties  with  foreign  nations  and  the 
Indian  tribes ;  in  which  shall  be  specified  the  year  in 
which  each  law  or  treaty  was  passed  or  concluded, 
as  well  as  the  volame,  and  page  of  the  volume,  in 
which  it  will  be  found ;  and  to  oause  the  said  index 
to  be  printed,  and  a  copy  thereof,  in  a  bound,  form,  to 
be  delivered  to  each  member  of  Congress,  at  the  next 
session. 

Ordered,  That  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force,  the  first,  second, 
third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  seventh  sections  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  collea^ 
tion  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed 
the  3d  of  March,  1815,  be  postponed  until  Mon- 
day next. 

A  meseage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled :  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Samuel  Minvs, 
deceased^  with  an  amendment ;  in  which  the  Sen- 
ate ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Sen- 
ate have  also  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles, 
viz :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Howland, 
of  New  York ;  an  act  to  permit  Anna  Dubord  to 
bring  certain  slaves  into  the  State  of  Louisiana : 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatircs  of 
John  Donnelson,  Stephen  Hurd,  and  others ;  an 
act  authorizing  an  examination  and  survey  of  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina ;  of  Saint 
Mary's,  in  Georgia  ;  and  of  the  coast  of  Florida, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  in  which  four  bills  last 
mentioned,  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

THE  tARIPF  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  tbe  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  took  into  consideration  the  bill  for 
amending  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  im- 
ports,  with  the  Senate's  «|oienameou  thereto. 

The  first  amendment  having  been  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

••First  On  Rossis,  Hollands,  and  Ravens  dock, 
osnabaifs,  bariaps,  and  tieUenboigs,  a  duty  of  fifteen 
par  oeatua  ad  valanoi.** 
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Mr.  Tod  mored  to  strike  out  ''Russia,  Hol- 
lands, and  Raveas,"  and  insert  ''$ail,"soa8  to 
read  "  on  sail  duck." 

This  amendment  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Mc- 
KiM,  and  agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment  having  been  read,  as 
follows : 

*<  Except  worsted<«tuff  goods  and  blankets,  which 
shall  pay  twenty-fi?e  per  centum  ad  valorem." 

It  was  agreed  to. 

The  third  amendment  having  been  read,  viz : 

To  strike  out,  **  uotii  the  thirteenth  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six,  and  after 
that  time  a  duty  of  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  centum 
ad  vak>reln;*'  and  insert,  *^  Provided,  That,  on  all 
matoufaeturea  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall  be  a 
component  part,  the  actual  value  of  which,  at  the 
place  whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed  thirty-three 
and  a  third  cents  per  square  yard,  shall  be  charged- 
with  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem"— 

Mr.  Too  opposed  this  ameodment,  as  holding 
oat  a  strong  temptation  to  the  importer  to  under- 
value his  goods,  (an  evil  already  complained  of.) 

Mr.  Webster  firoposed  to  amend  this  proviso, 
by  making  a  distinction  in  the  ^oods  to  which 
it  applies  between  those  made  m  this  country 
and  others — and  he  moved  the  following  amend- 
ments: 

First  To  strike  out  the  words,  <<  or  of  which  wool 
iihaU  be  a  component  part." 

Becond.  To  inserti  after  the  word,  ''  except  baizes 
and  flannels,"  so  as  to  make  it  read,  *' Provided, 
That,  on  all  manufactures  of  wool,  except  baizes  and 
flannels,  the  actual  value  ofwhich,  at  the  place  whence 
imported,  shall  not  exceed  thirty-three  and  a  third 
cents  per  square  yafd,  shall  be  charged  with  a  duty 
of  twentj-five  per  centum  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  Inoqam,  although  preferring  this  proposi- 
tion to  the  Senate's  amendment,  objected  to  it  as 
operating  against  an  important  manufacture  now 
much  and  increasingly  used  in  this  country  for 
negro  cloths,  and  which  was  made  of  woollen  and 
cottons. 

The  question  .being  taken,  the  amendment  was 
adopted. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  proviso,  as 
thus  amended,  a  desultory  debate  arose  between 
Messrs.  Imgbam,  Marvin,  Cambreleno,  Poin- 
sett, Mallary,  Wright,  McDdfpie,  Tod,  A. 
Stevenson,  Cobb,  Srarpe,  Warfield,  For- 
syth, Merger,  Hamilton,  and  Webster,  in  re- 
lation to  the  fact  of  the  use  of  this  kind  of  mixed 
goods  for  negro  cloths,  their  relative  quality,  cheap- 
ness, and  warmth — in  comparison  to  cloths  made 
•wholly  of  wool— the  probability  of  fraud  in  the 
invoices — ^the  exclusive  operation  of  the  tax  on 
the  Southern  States— the  effect  upon  the  health 
of  the  slaves,  &c. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  proviso,  as 
amended,  it  was  rejected — ayes  83,  noes  85. 

So  the  Committee  refused  to  insert/the  Senate'^ 
proviso  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill.    ' 

The  fourth  amendment,  which  is  to  strike  out 
the  word  "  silk  V  from  those  on  which  25  per  cent. 


ad  valorem  ia  oharged^-and  the  insertion  of  the 
following  words:  '^and  on  all  manufactures  of 
'  ^Ik,  or  of  which  silk  shall  be  a  component  ma* 
'  terial,  coming -from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
'  Hope,  a  duty  of  25  per  centum  ad  valorem,  oa 
<  all  other  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk 
*'  shall  be  a  component  material^ 25  per  centum  ad 
*  valorem  "  also, 

The  fifth  amendment,  which  is  to  decrease  the 
minimum  on  cotton  goods  from  35  to  30  eents  per 
square  yard ;  also. 

The  sixth  amendment,  which  is  to  strikeout 
only  so  much  of  the  prospective  duty  on  wool  as 
increases  that  duty  by  an  annual  addition  of  5  per 
cent  from  30  per  cent  until  it  shall  reneh  50  per 
cent.;  also, 

The  eiffhth  amendtnent,  which  strikes  cat  the 
duty  on  "Venetian  ''  carpeting ;  were  respectively 
agreed  to. 

The  mtxkk  amendmant,  which  is  to  strike  out 
*'  two  cents  per  pound,"  as  the  duty  on  hemp,  and 
substitute  "thirty-five  ddlars  per  too,"  bavng 
been  read- 
Mr.  Too  moved  to  insert  before  the  words 
"thirty-five  dollars,"  the  words  "  at  the  rate  of," 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  tenth  amendment,  which  is  to  strike  out 
the  words  '^-On  flax  three  cents  per  pound,"  was 
agreed  to. 

The  eleventh  amendment,  is  to  strike  out  the 
following  clause :  "  On  cottoti  baling,  four  and  a 
'  half  cents  per  square  yard,  until  the  30th  day  of 
^  June,  1825 ;  and,  afterwards,  a  doty  of  five  and 
^  a  half  cents  per  square  yard." 

Mr.  Clay  requested  a  division  of  the  qaestioo. 
It  was  divided  accordingly ;  and,  the  qoestion  finrt 
being  on  agreeing  to  striae  out  the  first  elsoie, 
viz :  "  On  cotton  having,  lour  and  a  half  cents 
per  square  yaMi,"  it  was  negatived-^yena  76, 
nays  99. 

So  the  ConH&ittee  refused  to  concur  with  the 
Senators  amendtnent  to  the  first  part  of  this  cJasse. 

The  question  then  being  put  on  striking  out 
the  remainder,  it  was  agrcied  to  without  appim» 
tion. 

The  twelfth  amendment,  which  w  to  change 
the  specific  duties  on  cutting  knives,  scythes,  sioL- 
les,  reaping  hooks,  spades,  and  shorels  of  ironoc 
steel,  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  30  per  cent; 

The  thirteenth  amendment,  which  changes  the 
specific  duty  on  iron  screws,  and  on  screws  of 
iron  for  wood,  called  wood  screws,  to  30  per  cen- 
tum ad  valorem  \ 

The  fourteenth  amendment,  which  is  to  strike 
out  the  duty  on  frying-|)an8; 

The  fifteenth,  changing  the  specific  duty  oa 
vessels  of  copper,  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  35  per 
cent ; 

The  sixteenth,  which  changes  the  specific  doty 
on  quills,  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  1^  per  cent ; 

The  seventeenth,  which  changes  the  specific 
duty  on  states  and  tiles  for,  boiMing,  to  ad  an 
valorem  duty  of  25  per  cent ; 

The  eighteenth,  which  changes  the  specific  doty 
on  Usck  lead  pencils,  to  an  ad  Tatorem  doty  of 
40  per  cent ; 
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The  nineteentb,  which  strikes  oat  the  daty  on 
tallow ; 

The  tweDtieth,  which  inserts  a  duty  on  oats,  of 
ten  cents  per  bushel ; 

The  twenty-first,  which  inserts  a  duty  on  pru- 
nelle  and  other  shoes  or  slippers  of  stun  or  nan- 
keen, 25  cents  per  pair,  and  on  laced  boots  or 
bootees,  one  dollar  fifty  cents  per  pair ; 

The  twenty-second,  which  strikes  out  the  duty 
on  pepper,  pimento,  cassia,  cocoa; 

The  twenty-third,  which  inserts  a  duty  on  gin- 
ger of  two  cents  per  pound  $ 

The  twenty-fourth,  which  strikes  out  the  duty  on 
filberts,  pine  apples,  oranjg^s,  lemons,  and  limes ; 

The  twenty-fifth,  whi^h  inserts  the  "highest 
rate  of  duties  "  in  place  of  the  word  "  same,"  on 
all  window  glass,  imported  in  plates,  uncut ; 

The  twenty-sixth,  which  strikes  out  the  duty  on 
glass  beads ; 

The  twenty-seventh,  which  inserts  in  the  clause 
laying  a  duty  pn  books  the  following ;  '^  except 
'  books  printed  in  Latin  or  Greek  ;  on  all  books 
'  printed  in  Latin  or  Greek,  when  bound,  fifteen 
'  cents  per  pound  $  when  not  bound,  thirteen  cents 
'  per  pound ; . 

The  twenty-eighth,  and  twenty-ninth,  which 
reduce  the  ddty  on  .other  books,  when  bound,  from 
37  to  30  cents  per  pound,  and,  when  in  sheets  or 
boards,  from  33  to  26  cents  per  pound ; 

The  thirtieth,  which  changes  12^  per  cent,  ad 
▼alorem  to  7^  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  as  the  rate 
now  paid,  on  which  an  additional  duty  of  12^  per 
cent,  is  to  be  laid,  and  adding  certain  words,  so  as 
to  make  the  whole  clause  read  :  "  A  duty  of  12^ 
'  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  all  articles  not  herein 
'  specified,  and  now  paying  a  duty  of  ^  seven  '  and 
'  a  half  per  centum  ad  valorem ;  *  with  the  excep- 

*  tion  of  patent  adhesive  felt,  for  covering  ships' 

*  bottoms,  which  shall  be  admitted  free  of  duty, 
<nntilJune  30th,  1826;'" 

And  the  thirty-first,  which  strikes  out  the  duty 
on  all  foreign  distilled  spirits ;  were  respectively 
agreed  to. 

The  thirty-second  amendment,  which  is  to 
strike  oat  the  4th  section  of  the  bill  being  read — 

Mr.  Webster  moved  to  concur  in  so  much  of 
the  Senate's  amendment  as  strikes  out  the  allow- 
ance of  drawback  "  on  nankeens,"  and  the  words 
^  imported  in  American  vessels  from  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope."    Agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  agreeing  to 
strike  out  the  residue  of  the  4th  section — 

Messrs.  Clat,  Tomlimson,  and  Rich,  advo- 
cated striking  out  the  whole  section,  not  on  its 
principle,  but  as  objecting  to  a  disajgreement  with 
the  Senate  on  a  matter  of  this  kind — and,  also, 
apprehending  frauds  on  the  revenue.  Messrs. 
Poinsett,  Livingston,  Merceb,  and  Cambre- 
LENO,  oppiosed  the  striking  out. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  residue  of  the 
section,  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  74, 
noes  79. 

So  thoysection,  as  amended,  was  retained. 

The  thirty-third  amendment,  which  is  to  strike 
out  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill  was  agreed  to  with- 
out objection. 

18th  Con.  1st  SB88/-i^3 


The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House.  The  question  was  taken  on  the 
several  amendments,  as  reported  by  the  Commit- 
|ee  of  the  Whole,  and  agreed  to,  with  the  follow^ 
ing  exception : 

On  a^eeing  to  the  proviso,  in  the  first  section, 
in  relation  to  woollens  under  33(  cents,  excepting 
baizes  and  flannels,  the  question  was  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  afllrmative — yeas  97,  nays  96,  as 
follows : 

YxAB — Menrs.  Abbot>  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  MasfachusetlB,  Allen  of  Tenneisee,  Archer,  P.  P. 
Barbour,  Bertlett,  Blair,  Breck,  Brent,  Burleigh,  Bor^ 
ton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter* 
Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Crown insbield,  Cul- 
peper,  Cushman,  Cathbert,  Day,  ^winell,  Edwards 
of  North  Carolina,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Frosty 
Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamiltoiif 
Hayden,  Hayward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Houston,  Isacks» 
Kent,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livermore, 
Livingston,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuf« 
fie,  McKee,  McKim,  Mangam,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of 
Maryland,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Owen,  Plamer  of  New  Hampahire,  Poiniiet(> 
Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolde,  Richarda,  Rives,  Roae,  Sann- 
de^i,  Sandford,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  William  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer* 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  TattnaH, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tuc- 
ker of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Webster,  Williams  of  New 
York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  of  Tennesse^^ 
Allison,  Bayliea,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Bee- 
cber,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Backner, 
Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  ColKns,  Coodict» 
Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Bddy, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward,  Garrison,  Harris,  Har- 
vey, Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Ingham, 
Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  John- 
son, Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Little,  Mc- 
Arthur,  McKean,  MeLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack, 
Matsoo,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of 
Kentucky,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of 
Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Rich,  Roes, 
Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloan e,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard, 
Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Teat,  Tod,  Tomlin- 
son,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio, 
Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman, 
Whittlesey,  White,  Wickliffe,  James  Wilson,  Wood, 
Woods,  and  Wright. 

The  Spbaker  voting  in  the  negative^  prodaeed 
an  equality  of  votes,  which  amounted  to  a  rejec- 
tion of  the  motion.  So  the  House  refused  to 
concur  with  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  which 
inserts  the  proviso. 

After  the  vote  agreeing  to  a  duty  of  ^  cents 
on  cotton  bagging  had  passed  the  House,  Mr. 
Mbrcsr  objected  to  the  term  '<  cotton  bagging,^ 
as  equivocal,  and  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of 
concurrence.  And  the  vote  beinff  reconsidered, 
after  a  prolonged  and  animated  detrnte,  the  ques- 
tion on  concurring  with  the  Senate,  in  the  first 
daose  of  the  amendment,  which  strikes  oat  the 
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ditty  on  cotton  bagging,  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive — ayes  82,  nays  108,  as  follows : 

Ymas — Mestn.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  yirgintt,  Ar- 
cher, P.  P.  Berboor,  J.  8.  Berboar,  Bartlett,  Brent, 
Buck,  Burleigh,  Barton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of 
8ooth  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Conner*.  Crown- 
inshield,  Culpeper,  Cnahman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dwi- 
nell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Foot  of  Connecticat, 
Foote  of  New  York,  Fonyth,  Garnett,  Oatlin,  Gist, 
Goran,  Garley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Hayward,  Herrick, 
Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Kent,  Leftwich,  Litchfield,  Liver- 
SDOre,  LiTingston,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy, 
McDuffie,  McKee,  McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
Mangum,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Owen,  Plnmer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poiniett, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Rives,  Ssunders,  Sandford,  Arthur 
Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith,  Speight, 
Spence,  A*  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro, 
Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Geoigia,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Warfield,  Webster, 
WUUams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South 
Oarolina. 

-  Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Alien  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Con- 
necticut, Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Buckner,'  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Oas- 
•edy,  Cocke,  Collins^  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crarg, 
Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ellis,  Farrellj,  Findlay,  Forward,  Frost,  Garrison, 
Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer, 
Heieombe,  Houston,  Ingham,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Jen- 
nings, Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  John- 
son, Kremer,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Little,  Mc- 
Arthur,  McKean,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley, 
Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mitch- 
ell of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of 
Kentucky,  Morgan,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Pat- 
terson of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Rey- 
nolds, Richards,  Rich,  Rose,  Ross,  Scott,  Sharps, 
Bloane,  Standefer,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Strong, 
Swan;  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  T^t,  Thompson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson, 
Udrse,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyok.  Vinton,  Wayne, 
Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wickliffe, 
James  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and 
Wright 

'  The  House  then  agreed  to  the  said  amendment, 
to  wit:  to  strike  out  these  words  '<  until  the  30th 
June,  1825;  and  afterwards  a  duty  of  5^  cenu 
per  square  yard." 

Other  amendments  were  then  concurred  in; 
and  the  question  arose,  to  concur  in  that  which 
proposes  to  strike  out  the  following  item,  viz: 

**On  all  foreign  distilled  spirits,  fifteen  per 
eentum  upon  the  duties  now  imposed  by  law,  and 
in  addition  thereto." 

And  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  107,  nays  84,  as  follows : 

Tbas— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
•f  Massachusetts,  Atefaer,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Conneo- 
licut,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bradley,  Bock,  Bur- 
leigh, Barton*  Camhreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Oaro- 
lina»  Carter,  Cary,  Caeiedy,  Collins,  Crafts,  Craig, 
Crownioshield,  Cnshman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Durfee, 
Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ed* 
wards  of  North  Carolina,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foots 
of  New  York,  Forward,  Frost,  Garnejlt,  Gatlin,  Gist, 


Oovan,  HaH,  Haoulton,  Harris,  Harvejr,  Hayte, 
Hayward,  Hemphill,  Hernck,  Hobart,  Hogtboon, 
Holcombe,  Hooks,  Ingham,  Jenkins,  Kent,  LawreMe, 
Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livermore,  Locke,  Losgfdiov, 
Mc Arthur,  McDoffiie,  McKee,  McKin,  Malliry,  )Ut> 
tindale,  Marvin,  Matson,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Alibiiu, 
Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  Owen,  PatlersoDof 
Ohio,  Plumer  of  New  Hsmpshire,  Poiniett,  Rukia, 
Reed,  Rich,  Rives,  Sharps,  Sloane,  Speight,  Spence, 
Sterling,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddud, 
Strong,  Tattnall,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Tod.TomliiiHt, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  Soeth  Carolint,  Ty- 
son, Udree,  Vinton,  Webster,  Whipple,  Whittloe;, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wood^  Woodi,  ud 
Wright. 

Nats — Mears.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Ttnwam, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  J.  S.  Barboar,  Bartiej, 
Beecher,  Blair,  Brent,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Beekw, 
Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Condict,  Cm- 
ner,  Cook,  Dwinell,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Fonfth,  Go- 
risen,  Onrley,  Henry,  Houston,  Isackf,  ienniifi, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T,  Johnson,  F.  iokam, 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Little,  Liv< 
ingston.  Long,  McCoy,  McKean,  McLean  of  Ohio, 
Mangum,  Markley,  Matlack,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  ii 
Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Ken- 
tucky, Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Plumer  of  PflB^ 
sylvania.  Prince,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rooe,  Rwi 
Saunders,  Ssndferd,  Scott,  Arthur  Smitb,  AlexiDdcr 
Smyth,  WHliam'  Smith,  Standefer,  Stewart,  Svu, 
Test,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Thompson  of  Keotocfcj, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Vance  of  North  Caroltns,  Vioee  of 
Obio,  Van  Wyck,  Warfield,  Wayne,  Wbitoiin,  While, 
Wicklifie,  Williams  of  New  Yori^,  WUIUoi  of  Yir- 
ginia,  James  Wilson,  Wilson  of  South  Carolini,  isd 
WUson  of  Ohio. 

The  residue  of  the  said  amendments  of  the 
Senate  were  then  agreed  to  by  the  Howe^  with 
an  amendment  to  that  which  propotet  to  strike 
out  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Moobe,  of 
Kentucky,  that  the  Honse  do  reeoosider  the  rote 
by  which  it  disagreed  to  so  much  of  the  third 
amendment  of  tM  Senate  as  proposes  to  ioscrt  i 
proviso  in  said  bilL  subsequently  amended  in  chit 
House,  to  read  as  follows : 

Pravidid,  That  on  all  mannfactureiofeool,exofpt 
baises  and  flannels,  the  actual  valoe  sf  whidi  tt  (he 
place  whence  imported  ahall  not  eioeed  S8i  eenti  per 
square  ysrd,  shall  be  charged  wiih  a  duty  of  ^  per 
centum  ad  valorem. 

And  the  qaestion  being  put  to  reeoosider  M 
vote,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative^yets  9i, 
nays  100,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  VirgiDii,Alo- 
ander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of  TennsMee,  Artfae. 
P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Blair,  Bttot, 
Buckner,  Burleigb,  Burton,  Cambrelsng,  Oampbafl  « 
South  Carotina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cotta«> 
Crowninahield,  Cnshman,  Cnthbeit,  Day,  Dwisel. 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Foote  of  New  Tfrt, 
Forsyth,  Frooi,  Garnett.  Oatlin,  Gist,  Oovao,  Gority* 
Hall,  Hamilton,  Haywaid«  Henkk,  Hooks,  HoaiieB* 
Isacks,  Johnson  of  Virgiais,  Kent,  Kidder,  Lee,  Uft- 
wich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingitoo,  Lode, 
Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDu^e,  McKee,  McKiid, 
Mangum,  Mercer,  Mooie  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Ato* 
bama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  Owes,  rli- 
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mer  of  New  HampshiM,  Poiiiiett,  Raokin,  Reed, 
Rives,  Saanders,  Stndford,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Al- 
exander Smjtb,  WiUiam  Smith,  Speight,  Spence,  Stan* 
defer,  A.  Stevenson,  James  Stephenson,  Taliaferro, 
Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Thompson  of  Ken* 
tackj,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Webster, 
m^illiams  of  Virgioia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina, 
aod  Wilson  of  Sonth  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allison,  Bajlies,  Barber 
of  Coonecticut,  Hartley,  Beecher,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Huchanan,  Buck,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy, 
Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafls,Craig,  Burfee,  Dwight, 
Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Far- 
relly,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward,  Gar- 
rieon,  Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry, 
Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Ingham, 
Jenkins,  Jennings,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kre- 
mer,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Little,  McArtbur,  McKean, 
McLams  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary, 
Markley,  Martindale^  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Met- 
oalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Mary- 
land, Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rieh» 
Rose,  Ross,  Scott,  Sharps,  Sloane,  Sterling,  Stew- 
art, Stoddard,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test, 
Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance 
of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whipple, 
Whitman,  WhitUesey, .  Wicklif e,  Williams  of  New 
York,  James  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Wopds, 
and  Wright. 

The  Clerk  was  then  directed  to  acquaint  the 
Senate  of  the  decision  of  this  House  on  their  said 
amendments. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitie4  ^'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Joseph  Mims,  deceased,''  was  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

And  Chen  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  May  17. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  purporting 
to  be  from  Louis  Charles,  Due  de  NaVarre,  Dau- 
phin de  France,  dbc.,  representing  himself  to  be 
the  legitimate  heir  to  tne  French  Throne,  and 
praying  the  friendly  interference  of  th£  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  ia  his  behalf. — Laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  relative 
to  the  Patent  Office,  and  to  the  salary  of  the  Su- 
perintendetit  thereof,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Websterj  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  hill  "  to  r^^late  the  mode  of 
practice  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the 
district  of  Louisiana;"  which  was  twice  read, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  a  memorial  of 
the  Navigation  Company  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
nectingr  the  waters  of  the  Tennessee  with  those  of 
the  Alabama;  as  also,  a  resolution,  instructing 
them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  makiug 


provision  <for  connecting  the  waters  of  the  Coosa 
and  Tennessee  rivers,  made  a  report  thereon; 
which  was  ordered  to  oe  laid  upon  the  table. 

Billft  from  the  Senate  of  the  foll6wing  titles, 
viz: 

1st.  An  act  to  permit  Anna  Dubord  to  briug 
certain  slaves  into  the  Static  of  Louisiana ; 

2d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives 
of  John  Donnelson,  Stephen  Hurd,  and  others; 

3d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Howland, 
of  New  York ; 

4th.  An  act  authorizing  an  examination  and 
survey  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston,^  in  South  Car- 
olina ;  of  St.  Mary's,  in  Georgia;  and  of  the  coast 
of  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes,  were  read  the 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred ;  the  1st,  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary ;  the  2d,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands;  the  3d,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means ;  and  the  4th,  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  establishment  of  cer- 
tain lighthouses,  which  had  been  discussed  on 
Saturday,  was  a^ain  taken  up.'  The  discussion 
on  the  proper  pomt  on  the  South  shore  of  Lake 
Erie,  for  the-erection  of  a  lighthouse,  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Bartley,  Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Taylor  of 
New  York,  Mr.  Tomlinson,  Mr.  McArthur, 
and  Mr.  Whittlebey,  ensaffed  in  the  debate. 

An  amendment,  onered  oy  Mr.  BartLbt, 
which  proposes  to  erect  a  lighthouse  at  the  mouth 
of  Cayahoga  river,  (Cleveland,)  was  rejected— 
ayes  68,  noes  66. 

Mn  Bartley  then  offered  an  amendment,  to 
strike  out  the  words  "Grand  river,"  and  insert 
"the  most  proper  place  on  the  South  shore  of 
Lake  Erie." 

This  amendment  was  also  rejected:  and  then 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Conner  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  fixing  a  day  of  adjournment.  The 
House  refused  to  consider  it--«ayes  73,  noes  75. 

Mr.  TnoKBR,  of  Virginia,  moved  the  following 
resolution,  which  he  supported  by  a  short  speech : 

^  lUsohed,  That  the  petition  of  Engenie  Amelie 
BeBttODsrehais  dis  la  Rne  be  referred  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States ;  that  he  be  requested  to  came 
the  sama  to  he  considered  in  the  pending  negotiatioos 
with  the  French  Government,  relating  to  the  claima 
of  American  dtutena,  for  property  illegally  seised  and 
confiscated ;  and  if  found  to  be  just,  then,  and  in  thai 
case,  to  be  allowed  in  the  final  adjustment  of  tha 
aforesaid  claims." 

The  House  refused  now  to  consider  this  resolu- 
tion by  a  small  muority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McArtbuil  the  House  took 
up  for  consideration  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Roads  and  Canals,  in  favor  of  the  claim  of 
Moses  Shepherd. 

Mr.  Beecher  explained  the  principles  of  the 
report.-  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  advocated 
the* claim;  and  the  resolution  recommended  in 
the  report  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

Reaohed^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  make  up  the  acconnt  of  Moies  Shepherd 
for  the  workjdono  on  the  Uumberlaad  road,  upon- the 
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prioctples  adopted  by  the  committee  in  their  report  on 
the  Mid  petition ;  end  if  he  sboald>  from  the  facts  and 
evidence  known  to  him»  applicable  to  the  rights  of  the 
parties,  differ  in  opinion  with  the  committee  in  part 
or  in,  whole;  then,  in  that  event,  also  state  the  ac- 
count as  to  him  shall  appear  to  be  right  in  equity  and 
jnstice,  the  contract  considered  ;  and  that  he  transmit 
the  same  to  this  House  at  the  beginning  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  with  all  the  evidence  and  docu- 
ments in  his  possession,  that  he  may  deem  necessary 
to  a  fair  and  full  investigation  of  the  claim  of  the 
petitioner. 

Mr.  FoKWARD  moved  that  the  House  take  up 
the  bill  "laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction."  The 
motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Forsyth  made  a  similar  motion  in  respect 
to  a  bill  "to  extinguish  the  title  of  certain  In- 
dians to  lands  in  Georgia." — ^Ne^atived. 

Mr.  Call  moved  for  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  "  granting  donations  of  lan^  to  certain  actual 
settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Florida  3"  from  which 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  discharged 
on  Saturday  last.  This  bill  was  then  read;  its 
principles  explained  by  Mr.  Rankin,  in  reply  to 
some  queries  and  objections  of  Mr.  McCoy.  Mr. 
Call  made  further  statements  in  explanation,  and 
the  bill  then  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz : 
An  act  to  revive  and  continue  m  force  the  first, 
second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  seventh  sections  01 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  provide  for 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
jNissed  the  3d  of  March,  1815 ;  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  build in|r  of  lighthouses,  li^ht-vesseb,  and 
beacons,  therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses, were  Tead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  this  House  to  the  first  and 
fourteenth  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on 
imports ; "  they  insist  on  such  parts  of  their  third 
i^nd  sixteenth  amendments  to  the  same  bill  as 
have  been  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  they 
recede  froih  such  parts  of  their  forty-eighth  amend- 
ment as  was  also  disagreed  to  by  this  House.  The 
Senate  adhere  to  their  amendment,  disagreed  to 
by  this  House,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning invalid  pensioners ; "  they  have  agreed  to 
the  first  amendment  proposed  by  this  House  to 
the  bill  which  eriffinated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth  ;"  and 
have  disagreed  to  the  second  amendment  to  the 
said  bill.     They  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of 
the  following  titles,  viz:  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
J.  Ottnamare;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  S. 
MofiSt;  with  amendments  to  each,  in  which  the 
Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.    They 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Alexander  Scott,  late  collector  of  Pensacola;" 
and  a  joint  resolution  to  authorize  the  purchase 
of  a  certain  number  of  the  copies  of  the  JouraaU 
of  Congress,  from  1774  to  1788;  in  which  bill 
and  resolution  the  Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled,  "An.act  for 


the  relief  of  Alexander  Scott,  late  Collector  of 
P^nsaoolli,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  die 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  joint  "  resolution  from  the  Senate,  to  n- 
thorize  the  purchase  of  a  certain  number  of  the 
copies  of  the  Journals  of  Congress,  from  1774  to 
1788,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  Mr.'  Wicklifp£,  Mr. 
Wood,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Smytb. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate  informing  of  their  disagreemeat 
to  the  second  amendment  proposed  by  this  House 
to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Ao  act  for 
the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth :"  whereupon,  it 
was  resolved,  that  this  House  do  recede  from  their 
said  second  amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate  informing  of  their  adherence  to 
their  amendment  to  the  bill  of  this  House,  entitled 
"An  act  concerning  invalid  pensioners,"  disagreed 
to.  in  part,  by  this  House:  whereupon,  it  was r^ 
solved,  that  this  House  do  recede  from  their  ameod- 
ment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  thesud 
bill,  and  that  they  do  agree  to  the  same. 

The  amendment  proposied  by  the  Senate  to  tiie 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  Ottra- 
mare,"  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  S. 
Moffit,"  was  read,  and  also  referred  to  the  Cooh 
mittee  of  Wap  and  Means. 

The  folio wmg  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  tkeHouaeofRepre$entativc8oftke  MUdSiaUt'' 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Sepretutatrves 
a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  togedier  with 
the  proceedings  of  a  court  martial  lately  held  at  Nor- 
folk, for  the  trial  of  Ltealenant  Beverly  Keaaoo,  u 
requested  by  a  resolution  of  the  Houae,  bearing  date 
the  25th  of  April,  1884. 

JAMES  MONEOE. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  moved  that  the  Hoax  tike 
up  the  bill  "  to  discontinue  certain  post  roads^aod 
to  establish  others."  Carried,  ayes  di 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Condict  in  the  Chair,  on  that  bill. 
Much  discussion  took  place  on  the  details  of  the 
bill.  A  motion  was  made  to  strike  oat  the  eolire 
section,  which  provides  for  discontinuiog  roads. 
Before  any  decision  was  had  upon  it,  the  Com' 
mittee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to 
sit  again. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 
The  message  received  from  the  Senate,  statd, 
among  other  particulars,  that  they  had  receded 
from  the  1st  and  14th  amendments  of  tbe  Sea- 
ate  to  the  bill  amending  the  several  ac^  Upg 
duties  on  imports,  viz :  that  which  strikes  out 
^  Russia,  Hollands,  and  Ravens''  duck,  aod  s^^ 
Btitutes  *<  sail"  duck ;  and  that  which  inserts  at 
the  rate  of"  before  the  duty  on  hemp  by  ii»«  ^w^ 
and  insisted  on  their  third  amendment  (wbieb 
strikes  oat  the  tatntmnm  on  woollens  and  loserts 
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a  proTiso ;)  and  also  insisted  on  their  16th  amend* 
xnent.  (which  strikes  out   the  duty  on  cotton 


II, 


:ing.) 
r.  Fi 


'oRSTTB  moved  that*  the  House  recede 
from  its  disagreement  to  these  two  amendments 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Taylor  objected  to  this  motion,  and  piB- 
ferred  that  a  conference  should  be  requested  be- 
tween committees  of  the  two  Houses. 

Mr.  Sloans  moved  for  a  call  of  the  House 
before  taking  the  question  of  Mr.  Forsyth's 
motion.    It  was  agreed  to — ayes  81,  noes  73. 

The  roll  was  called-^when  farther  proceedings 
in  relation  to  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  to  recede  from  the  two  amend* 
men  ts  was  divided;  and  the -question  being  first 
pat  on  reeedinff  from  the  disagreement  to  the 
mmendment  witn  relation  to  woollens — [the  effect 
of  receding  being  to  adopt '  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment to  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  which  strikes 
out  the  words  "until  the  30th  of  June,  1826,  and 
after  that  time  a  duty  of  37^  per  cent  ad  valo- 
rtm^^  and  inserts  the  following  proviso:  ^^ Pro- 
vided^ That,  on  all  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of 
mrhich  wool  shall  be  a  component  part,  th^  actual 
Taiue  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  importe'd. 
shall  not  exceed  33^  cents  per  square  yard,  shall 
be  charged  with  a  duty  of  25  per  centum  ad 
valorem,^\ 

The  question  on  receding  from  the  amendment 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays.. 

Mr.  DwiOBT,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  rose  to 
ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  excuse  him 
from  voting  on  the  two  questions  of  disagreement 
with  the  amendments  of  the  Senate— ^n  indul- 
gence, he<said,  which  he  was  sure  the  House  would 
unanimously  grant,  when  they  understood  the 
grounds-  upon  which  it  was  claimed.  An  honor- 
able friend  had  entertained,  in  common  with  him- 
self, and  almost  all  othen,  an  opinion  that  the 
tariff  bill  would  not  come  back  from  the  Senate. 
They  were  both  anxious  to  leave  town,  and  had 
agreed  to  depart  this  morning.  Another  question 
of  importance  had  unexpectedly  detained  him. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  was,  upon 
«U  questions  of  the  tariff,  opposed  to  himself,  nad 
left  town,  and  he  felt  hioiself  bound  in  honor 
not  to  vote. 

Mr.  DwiOBT  was  excused  from  voting — ayes 
115. 

Th&yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows : 

TBAs-*Mssara.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  MasMchosetts,  AUen  of  TenDsasee,  Archer,  Bayliea, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Bartiett,  Blair,  Brent, 
Bnrlaigh,  Barton,  CanbralaDg,  Campbell  of  South 
Carolina,  Carter,  Gary,  Cooke,  Conner,  Crownin- 
shiold,  Calpeper,  Cuahman,  Outhbert,  Day,  Durfee, 
Dwioell,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Forsyth, 
Frost,  Garnett,  Oatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Ham- 
ilton, Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Hooks, 
laacks,  Kent,  Lee,  Leflwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Liv- 
ermore,  Livingston,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy, 
HcDuffie,  McKee,  McKim,  Mangum,  Mercer,  Mitchell 
of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  New- 
ton, Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Ros^,  Saunders,  Sandford, 
iSharpe,  Sibley  Arthur  Smith,  Aleiander  Smyth,  Wil- 


liam Smith,  Spaight,  Spsnee,  Standefer,  A.  Steven- 
son, Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Geo.,  Thomp- 
son of  Kentucky,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Web- 
ster, WilHams  of  New  York,  WHIiams  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North  CaroUna.  and  Wilson  of  South 
Carolina — ^04. 

Nats— ^-Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Buck,  Bnckner,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Cassedy,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Eaton, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward*  Garrison,  Gszlay, 
Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herki- 
mer, Ingham,  Jenkins,  Jennings,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Law- 
rence, Letcher,  Little,  McArthur,  McKeao,  McLapa 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Markley,  Martindale, 
Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell 
of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Nelson,  Patter- 
son of  Pennsylvania,  Patteraon  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of 
Pennsylvania,  Phnce^  Richards,  Rich,  Ross,  Scott, 
Sloans,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Strong,  Swan, 
Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Tod,  Tomlioson,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tyson,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton, 
Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman,  WhitUeaey,  White, 
Wicklifife,  James  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
Woods,  and  Wright-^8. 

The  Speaker  voting  in  the  negative,  the  mor 
tion  was  lost.  So  the  House'  refused  to  recede 
from  its  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  (as  al)ore  stated)  and  insisted  iu  striking 
out  the  proviso,  and  on  restoring  the  duty  of  37f 
per  cent. 

The  question  was  then  put,  will  the  House  re- 
cede from  their  disagreement  to  so  much  of  the 
sixteenth  amendment  of  the  Senate  as  proposes 
to  strike  from  the  said  bill  these  words : 

*'On  cotton  bagging,  a  duty  of  four  cents  and 
a  half  per  square  yard." 

And  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  87,  nays 
103,  as  follows : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Massachusetts,  Archer,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
J.  8.  Barbour,  Bartiett,  Brent,  Burleigh,  Burton, 
Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter, 
Cary,  Conner,  Crowninshield,  Culpeper,  Cushman, 
Guthbert,  Day,  Durfee,  Dwinell,  £ddy,  Edwarda  of 
North  Carolina,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forsyth,  Frosty 
Garnett,  Oatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
HerridE,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Holeombe,  Hooks,  Kent, 
Lee,  Leftwich,  Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston, 
Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee, 
McKim,  McLane  of  DelawarOi  Mangum,  Meroer, 
Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Owen,  Phimer  of  New  Hampahire,  Poinsett,  Rankin, 
Reed,  Saunders,  Sandibrd,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Arthur 
Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith,  Spaight, 
Spence,  A.  Suvenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thomp- 
son of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
CaroUna,  Warfield,  Webster,  WiUiama  of  New  York, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  CaroUna, 
and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina — 87. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Aleiander  o(  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Barber  of  Connecticut, 
Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck, 
Buckner,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Cocke, 
Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Eaton,  Ed- 
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wards  of  Penntylvania,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  FindUj,  For- 
ward, Garriaon,  Gaslay,  Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden, 
Hamphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Houston,  Ingham,  Isacks, 
Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  John- 
son, Kidder,  Kremer,  L*wrenee,  Letcher,  Lincoln, 
Little,  McArthur,  McKean,  MiJ^ean  of  Ohio,  Mal- 
laiy,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson, 
Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell 
of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Patterson  of  Penn- 

?rlvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
rince,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rich,  Rose,  Ross,  Scott, 
8Ioane,8tandefer,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Strong, 
Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  £yck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Tod.  Tomlipson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Vance 
of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vin- 
ton, Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White, 
Wickliffe,  James  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
Woods,  and  Wright^lOS. 

It  was,  thereupon,  resoived,  that  a  conference 
be  asked  with  the  Senate,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  disagreeing  rotes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
biU  aforesaid ;  and  that  managers  be  appointed  to 
attend  the  said  confidence  on  the  pert  of  this 
House;  and  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Tod,  Mr.  Buch- 
AWJkN,  Mr.  Trimble,  and  Mr.  Bbecher,  were  ap- 
pointed the  said  managers. 

SUPREME  COURT. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  hold- 
ins  the  sessions  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Metcalfe  ofiered  the  following  amendment 
to  the  bill : 

**  Be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  any  case  now  or 
hereafter  depending  in  the  Supreme  Court,  in  which 
aball  be  drawn  into  question  the  validity  of  any  part 
of  the  constitution  of  a  State,  or  of  any  part  of  an  act 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  a  State,  unless  two-thirds 
•f  the  whole  number  of  Justices  composing  the  said 
court  shall  concur  in  pronouncing  such  part  of  the  said 
constitution  or  act  to  be  invalid,  it  shall  not  be  held 
or  deemed  invalid." 

Mr.  Metcalfe,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker — It  is  an  indispensable  duty,  which 
I  owe  not  only  to  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky, 
but  particularly  to  those  whom  I  have  the  honor 
immediately  to  represent,  that  I  should,  on  the 
present  occasion,  exercise  one  of  the  privileges 

Eroperly  pertaining  to  the  Representatives  oi  a 
ree  people — a  privilege  which  I  but  seldom  claim, 
but  which,  I  am  persuaded,  will  be  liberally  and 
generouslr  accorded  to  me,  provided  I  do  not 
abase  it,  by  the  enlightened  patriotism  and  mag- 
nanimity of  the  body  over  whose  deliberations 
yoo  preside. 

In  looking  around  me,  however,  I  behold  an  au- 
dience composed,  not  only  of  the  most  distinguished 
statesmen,  but  mainly  of  the  brightest  luminaries 
of  the  law  in  this  Union ;  and  reflecting  that  this 
18  a  question  peculiarly  suited  to  the  investigation 
and  discussion  of  lawyers,  and  that  I  am  not  a 
member  of  that  r^pectable  profession,  it  would 
require  more  liardihood  than  I  possess  to  shield 
me  entirely  from  feelings  of  embarrassment — feel- 
ings which,  I  presume,  do  not  result  from  any 
unusual  timidity  of  character ;  nor  am  I  willing 


to  admit  that  those  feelings  proceed  from  any  in- 
disposition on  my  part  to  express  my  se&tioMots 
here,  or  elsewhere,  either  upon  this,  or  upon  uy 
other  subject,  but  more  especially  upon  a  subject 
of  such  vital  importance,  and  so  deeply  interestiof 
to  those  from  whom  I  derive  my  power,  m 
whose  agent  I  am.  Bat  I  cannot  hielp  perceif  iiiff 
that  I  am  liable  to  be  taken  in  the  net  of  leg^ 
technicality,  at  least.  Besides,  I  am  conscioosof 
th<  magnitude  of  this  question — of  the  anzioas 
soUeituae  with  which  my  countrymen  look  for- 
ward to  the  decision  whicn  may  ultimately  be  had 
upon  it — of  the  want  of  time  in  this  body  to  io- 
vestigaie  it  fully  during  the  present  sesuon,  and 
my  own  want  or  preparation,  or  learamg,  or  capa- 
city, to  do  tt  any  sort  of  justice.  A  knowledge 
of  one  truth,  however,  affords  mesomeconsolatioo. 
In  the  eyes  of  wise  and  honorable  men,  eren  the 
rude,  uncultivated  man,  in  his  efforts  to  do  good, 
in  whatever  liffht  the  strength  of  those  efforts  may 
be  viewed,  wiD  always  find  some  favor.  And  ia 
this  question,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  M.,  the  u- 
terest  of  the  most  humble,  as  well  as  the  omt 
exalted,  of  our  citizens,  is  deeply,  very  deeply,  is- 
volved.  Indeed,  it  most  be  conceaed  tiiat,m 
such  a  question,  the  most  humble  are  the  mod 
interest^ — aX  being  a  maxim,  admitted  by  ail, 
denied  by  none,  that  the  farther  yon  rcDore 
power  from. the  people,  the  further  you  put  their 
rulers  out  of  their  reach,  or  beyond  their  coBtrol, 
the  greater  will  be  the  oppression  of  the  iodostri- 
ous  and  productive  classes  of  the  commanity,  the 
more  abject  and  miserable  will  be  the  condition 
of  the  unlearned,  the  ignorant,  and  the  poor. 

I  unhesitatingly  give  it  as  my  opirnon  that  t 
poor  man,  for  an  inconiiderable  sum,  ought  not  to 
be  subject  to  a  suit  in  the  Federal  court  lo  mat- 
ters or  contract  and  dealing  between  man  and 
man,  if  no  difference  is  made,  or  attempted  to  be 
made,  between  resident  and  non-resident  citizens; 
if  no  obstacle  is  thrown,  or  attempted  to  be  thrown, 
in  the  way  of  the  latter,  which  does  not  equally 
apply  to  tne  former,  either-  as  it  respects  the  pco* 
cess  oy,  or  the  principle  upon,  which  their  respec- 
tive  rights  are  to  be  decided,  the  enetionf  and 
adjudications  of  the  States  ought  to  beinti—if 
you  please,  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  Cite  a 
poor  man,  or  a  man  who,  in  point  of  wealth,  it 
not  above  mediocrity,  especially  if  he  ii  not  veiy 
dextrous  and  crafty  in  the  management  of  uw 
suits,  to  appear  himself^  or  by  counsel,  hvndreds 
and  thousands  of  miles  from  home,  for  the  pnrpoie 
of  trying  his  title  to  the  little  aU  he  possencs,  and 
he  has  but  little  prospect  of  success;  besides,  it  n 
not  very  material  whether  he  gains  or  loacs  ha 
cause — ^the  process  by  which  he  arrives  at  t  deci- 
sion, robs  him  of  all  he  is  worth,  and  leaves  hnn 
in  penury,  want,  and  misery.  Such  laws  are  not 
only  exceedingly  vexatious,  but  a  departure  froiD 
the  benign  and  salutary  principle  of  administering 
justice  as  near  to  every  man's  door  as  practicable. 
And  is  it  not  doubly  vexatious,  unequal,  and  par- 
tial in  its  operation,  to  allow  a  non-resident  to  a- 
stitute  his  suit  in  the  State  courts,  thereby  appa- 
rently waiving  his  right  to  use  the  Federal  courts; 
and,  after  harassing  the  resident  for  many  yeais, 
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and  8ttbJ€CtiDg  him  to  much  cost  and  trouble,  be- 
fore the  former  tribuoals,  tben  to  allow  the  said 
Boa-resident,  by  appeal,  writ  of  error,  or  some 
otber  process,  to  revive  tbe  suit  which  he  bad 
lost  before  the  tribunals  of  his  own  selection  in 
the  Federal  courts?  Do  you  call  this  justice,  or 
sottod  policy  ? 

A  distinguished  poet  has  said ;  "  He  that  thinks 
must  govern  him  that  toils."  A  doctrine  which 
I  shall  not  attempt  to  controvert.  But,  said  Mr. 
M.,  if  the  thinking  few  who  rul^,  are  not  to  be 
responsible  to  the  toiling  million,  for  their  con- 
duct, it  requires  no  ^eat  share  of  penetration,  or 
of  experience,  to  satisfy  the  mind  that  the  latter 
will,  sooner  or  later,  become  the.  slaves  of  the  for- 
mer, and  all  the  labor  of  their  hands,  over  and 
above  what  their  absolute  necessities  require,  will 
go  to  enrich  and  pamper  their  thinking  masters. 

u,  said  Mr.  M.,  i  ^ay  be  permitted  to  use  the 
appropriate,  elegant,  and  I  will  venture  to  say, 
among  philanthropists  and  lovers  of  human  equal- 
ity, the  never-to*be-forgotten  figure  of  the  honorable 
member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  WebsterJ  I 
will  say,  that,  if  you  divide  society  horizontally, 
placing  the  thinking^  few,  who  role,  above,  and 
the  toiling  miliian  l^low,  the  prediction  which  I 
have  Just  now  uttered,  will  soon  come  to  pass. 
In  behalf  of  that  toihng  million  who  are  now 
struggling  and  groaning  beneath  the  weight  of 
that  borizoatal  partition — an  intolerable  load — ai« 
low  one  of  themselves,  who  never  expects  or  de- 
sires to  be  placed  upo»  the  upper  side  of  it,  for  a 
short  time,  the  kind  indulgence  of  the  House. 

We  have  the  happiness,  it  is  tru^  to  live  under 
a  Grovernment,  the  model  of  which  is  not  to  be 
found ;  and  it  is  in  vain  to  search  for  its  likeness, 
either  in-  ancient,  or  modem  history — a  Gkivem- 
ment  which  may  be  considered  as  the  offspring  of 
an  union  of  many  Governments,  and,  in  \\s  turn, 
the  prolific  parent  of  many  more,  all  of  which  are 
united  and  uniting  in  one,  with  continual  increase 
of  numbers— a  spkndid  system,  in  which  the  divi- 
sions of  power  are  vastly  numerous,  but  extremely 
complicated,  requiring  the  keenest  intellectual  per- 
e^ion,  the  most  discriminating  powers  of  mind,' 
with  much  learning,  experience,  and  soundness  of 
judgment,  to  enable  us  to  assign  to  the  different 
Governments^  and  their  various  d^artments,  their 
due  portions  respectively,  and  proper  limitations 
of  power. 

If  any  one  of  these  departments,  or  of  the  differ- 
ent functionaries,  shall  attempt,  by  virtue  of  the 
soft  and  easy  process  of  construction,  to  gain  an 
accessioa  ofpower,  not  fairiy  delegated  or  author- 
ized by  the  Constitution ;  and  thereby  to  prevent 
a  co-ordinate,  or  any  other  branch  of  the^Qovern- 
ment,  from  exercising  the  power  and  discharging 
the  duty  which  properly  pertains  thereunto,  it  cer- 
tainly becomes  us  to  impose  some  restraint  upon 
the  usurping  department 

If,  in  reality,  there  exists  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  this  court  to  encroach  upon  the  authorities 
of  the  States,  as  is  believed  to  be  the  case  by  many 
of  tbe  xaasx  patriotic  and  wise  republican  statesmen 
IB  the  Union,  will  not  the  proposition  which  is 
now  under  consideration,  if  adopted,  have  a  ten- 


dency to  check  that  disposition,  or  to  render  the 
effects  of  it  less  frequent  and  common  than  under 
the  present  arrangement  ?  That  it  will  have  such 
a  tendency,  must  be  admitted.  But,  on  the  other 
band,  if  the  fears  and  apprehensions  of  those  who 
look  upon  the  court  with  an  eye  of  jealousy,  are 
unfounded  apd  unreasonable,  the  tendencv  of' this 
amendment  will  be  to  remove  that  jealousy,  to 
reconcile  discordant  departments,  and  to  give  more 
satisfaction  and  peace  to  society. 

Of  late,  we  have  the  mortification  very  fre* 
quently  to  bear  of  conflicting  claims  of  power, 
between  the  Federal  and  State  Governments,  be- 
tween the  various  departments  of  the  several  Gov* 
ernments,  and  more  especially  between  the  Federal 
judiciary  and  the  States. 

How  are  we.  to  check  the  growing  evil  ?  Will 
the  proposition  which  is  now  under  consideration 
do  it?  For  my  own  part,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  answer 
with  trembling  uncertainty-^for  it  is  not  exactly 
the  plan  which,  above  all  others,  I  would  prefer-^ 
in  the  affirmative.  It  would  most  certainly  di- 
minish the  chances,  and  lessen  the  probability  of 
encroachment.  In  cases  wherein  the  validity  of 
State  laws  are  brou^^ht  into  question,  and  laws, 
too,  which  have  received  the  sanction  of  the  State 
courts,  so  large  a  majority  of  •  this  body  of  magis- 
tracer  will  seldom  it  ever  concur  in  ^ving  an 
opinion  against  such  enactions  and  decisions,  un- 
less they  are  clearly  and  manifestly  unconstitu- 
tional ;  a  thing  which  it  is  believed  will  but  sel- 
dom occur ;  and  when  it  does,  the  opinion  of  the 
court  will  be  so  well  supported  by  argument  so 
strong  and  conclusive  as  to  carry  conviction 
wherever  it  goes — and  thus,  by  reconciling  all 
parties,  the  court  will  regain  its  popularity  and 
nigh  standing  among  the  citizens  of  this  Repub* 
lie — the  Federal  and^  State  Governments,  and 
their  different  departments,  will  then  mov^  on 
harmoniously,  whil<  the  people  are  contented, 
prosperous,  and  happy. 

If  the  eye  of  the  patriot  is  turned  to  the  present 
condition  of  things  in  this  country,  what  a  singu- 
lar and  disheartening  spectacle  does  he  behold! 
By  some,  it  is  .insisted  tnat  the  Federal  Gk)vern- 
ment  is  aiming  at  consolidation.  By  others,  and 
myself  among;  the  number,  it  is  believed  that  the 
Federal  Judrciary  is  aiming,  by  virtue  c^  the 
spherical  sovereignty  which  it  claims  for  itself,  at 
the  supreme  control  of  the  State  governments: 
and  assuming  to  itself  political,  as  well  as  judicial 
power. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  insisted  that  the  State 
governments  are  in  the  habit  of  reeling  from  their 
propeV  orbits,  of  impinging  upon  the  Federal  au- 
thorities, and  thereby  creating  great  confusion 
and  disorder.  And  it  is  probably  true  that  none 
of  those  governments,  and  that  no  one  of  the  dif- 
ferent departments,  do  in  every  instance  confine 
themselves,  as  strictly  as  they  ought  to  do,  within 
their  respective  Constitutional  limits;  and,  at 
other  times,  by  failing  or  refusing  to  fill  up  the 
whole  space  allotted  to  them,  as  much  injur^r  n 
produced  as  by  transcending  their  respective  lim- 
its. Indeed,  I  presume  this  is  true.  But,  when- 
ever a  conflict  occurs  between  the  Fedmi  and 
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State  authorities,  whether  Id  the  right  or  wroDg* 
the  former  is  sure  to  prevail  against  the  latter — 
hence,  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  restraioinff 
this  strong  power,  and  of  guarding  the  weak 
against  its  usurpations  and  encroachments;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  it  would  be  wholly  useless  to 
impose  any  additional  restraint  upon  the  State 
authorities,  because  of  their  comparative  feeble- 
ne^,  their  want  of  strength  to  resist  the  Federal 
authorities.  It  is  notorious  that  they  cannot  long 
make  defensive,  much  less  can  they  make  ofi'en- 
aive  war. 

But,  how  to  remedy  those  evils,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  guard  and  protect  the  people  against 
the  hurtful  and  pernicious  consequences  of  these 
alarming  conflicts,  is  the  question.  To  effbct 
this  desjrable  object,  said  Mr.  M.^  is  what  the 
proposition  contemplates.  Can  there  be  any  dan- 
ger in  making  the  experiment?  I  put  this  ques- 
tion most  respectfully,  and  with  due  deference; 
but  I  put  it  emphatically — Can  there  be  any 
danger  in  making  the  exneriment? 

There  are  other  difficulties,  too,  re;iulting  more, 
I  believe,  from  the  happy,  or  rather,  the  unhappy,, 
faculty  we  have  in  construing  or  misconstruing 
the  Constitution,  than  from  any  real  defect  in 
that  instrument.  Look  at  the  various  and  con- 
tradictory constructions  which  have  been  nut 
upon  it,  not  oniv  by  subordinate  departments,  but 
by  the  highest  functionaries  of  this  Government ; 
and  from  thence  let  any  man,  if  it  be  possible  for 
him  to  do  so,  move  on  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
either  wise  or  politic  to  compel  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  State  jg;overnments,  legislative,  ex- 
ecutive,-and  judicial,  all  of  whom  are  sworn  to 
support  the  Federal  Constitution,  as  well  as  their 
honors,  to  yield  their  own  opinions  upon  the 
Constitutional  validity  of  State  laws,  and  to  bow 
submissively  to  the  constructive  dictum  of  three 
members,  a  minority  of  the  Federal  Judiciary. 

For  instance,  the  sanction  of  the  enlightened 
Bxecutive  of  this  nation  is  withheld  from  a  meas- 
ure whicli  he  acknowledges  to  be  one  of  vast  im- 
portance, and  well  calculated  to  promote  the  last- 
ing prosperity  and  happiness,  of  the  citizens  of 
this  Republic;  because,  forsooth,  his  Constitu- 
tional scruples  will  not  allow  him  to  sign  the  bilL 
From  this  doctrine  of  the  President,  the  inference 
is  irresistible  that  the  Constitution  is  incomplete,  or 
a  very  bad  one;  since,  under  its  provisions,  wc 
are  either  not  authorized  to  do  that  which  the 
public  good  requires,  or  prohibited  from  doing  it. 

Now,  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  State 
governments  have  no  power  to  make  national 
roads  for  national  purposes ;  so  that  the  power  of 
performing  a  work  of  indispensable  utility  to  this 
noble  Confederacy  exists  nowhere.  In  what  nook 
or  corner  does  this  power  lie  concealed  ?  It  has 
fled  from  the  world,  and  left  us  in  a  most  awk- 
ward predicament.  What  a  singular  spectacle, 
then,  does  this,  nation  exhibit,  when  compared 
with  other  nations — shorn  by  itself  of  a  portion  of 
that  sovereignty  or  power  which  remains  as  a 
shield  of  protection  and  securityr  to  the  happiness 
and  well-being  of  every  other  civilized  nation  on 
the  globe  I 


Turning  our  eyes  from. this  extraordinary  deci* 
sion — this  singularly  chilling  and  enfeebling  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  to  certain  diffioil. 
ties  which  have  arisen  between  the  Federal  Judi- 
ciary and  one  of  the  States,-  ^for  it-woold  notte 
proper,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  for  me  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  with  remarks  opoa 
similar  difficulties  with  the  other  States;  a&d  1 
feel  it  my  duty,  as  respects  my  own  State,  to  ucat 
the  subject  with  as  much  brevity  as  possible.)  ud 
the  heart  of  the  patriot  sickens  at  the  dark  tod 
gloomy  prospect  before  us. 

The  State  of  Kentucky  is  known. to  be  com- 
posed  of  what  was  formerly  a  district  of  Vtii^iDia. 
Prior  to  the  separation  of  the  former  from  tiie 
latter,  owing  to  the  improyident  and  mistakn 
legislation  of  Virginia,  from  three  to  i vie  times 
as  much  land  as  was  contained  within  the  liojils 
of  the  then  district  was  sold  for  a  price  to  ai]rritds 
of  purchasers.  It  was  utterly  impossible  for  thw 
jx)or  deluded  purchasers  so  to  locate  their  respec- 
tive quantiti^  of  land  as  to  avoid  confliction  witk 
each  other.  The  laws  of  Virginia  on  that  sub- 
ject being  very  defective,  the  expeditious  manoer 
in  which  the  locations  had  to  be  made,  amoo; 
the  bears,  wolves,  panthers,  and  savages,  of  the 
howling  wilderness ;  added  to  the  fact  that  \km 
was  not  only  not  a  sufficient  quantity  of  land  ofxm 
which  to  make  the  locations — but  not  tbeooe* 
half  or  one-third  of  the  necessary  quantity  ^ad 
consequently  it  did  so  happen  that  yirgim  re- 
ceived pay  for,  and  conveyed,  with  all  the  solem- 
nities of  a  patent  from  that  Commonwealth,  the 
same  tract  of  land  to  from  one  to  more  thaa  tea 
different  individuals. 

Now,  I  entreat  the  House  to  bear  in  miod  ihete 
indisputable  facts.  It  is  only  by  uaderstaodiog 
the  truth  of  our  condition,  and  the  causes  bjr  which 
that  afllicting  condition  was  produced,  that  hoa- 
orable  members  ean  duly  appreciate  our  com- 
plaints,  or  know  how  to  applj  the  remedy. 

Here,  then,  we  find  thjii  fair  and  fertile  portioa 
of  the  soil  of  this  Union  sown,  and  tfaieUf  sowflr 
over  by  the  hand  of  the  parent  State,  (though 
'doubtless  imintentionally;  for  with  tUrnf  heart 
do  I  acquit  the  Representatives  of  that  daj,  of 
my  native  State,  ot  any  unjust  or  dishOBonble 
motive,)  with  the  seeds  of  cooteniion  and  strife; 
leading  to  a  scene  of  landed  litigatioo,  the  most 
dark  and  dismal  in  its  aspect  that  ever  frowaed 
malignity  upon  any  community ;  mdre  raiaoos 
and  afflicting  and  demoralizing  in  its  consequea- 
ces — noore  corrupting  in  its  influence— than  the 
imagination  of  one  who  has  not  witnessed  it$ 
efiects  upon  society  can  possibly  conceive  of. 

This  enormous  firebrand,  thus  iaadverteatlf 
thrown  into  the  bosoms  of  our  counuymea,  had 
been  permitted  to  burn  for  many.years,  with  aa- 
abated  fury,  to  the  great  terror  and  dismaf  ofui 
good  citizens;  driving  many  of  tbem  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  State,  and  preventing  others  from 
settling  in  it ;  and  operating  as  a  curse  Qpoo  the 
cultivators  of  the  sou,  and  also  upon  every  other 
class  of  citizens,  except  upon  the  iniquitous  laod- 
jobber,  and  such  others  as  derive  a  profit  from 
landed  litigation. 
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At  length,  the  representatives  of  that  injared 
people  attempt  to  extinguish  tbb  barning  fury^by 
discharging  a  most  solemn  duty,  which  they  ought 
to  have  discharged  many  years  before.  And,  in 
the  fair  exercise  of  one  of  the  first  and  highest, 
the  most  legitimate,  and  last  to  be  dispensed  with, 
attributes  of  spvereignty  that  any  State  or  Govern- 
ment can  possess ;  and  a  portion  of  sovereignty  or 
of  power,  which  their  ancestors  or  predecessors 
Dot  only  never  intended  to  deprive  them  of,  but 
'which,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  they  could 
not  barter  away- even  if  they  had  not  been  debar- 
red the  right  of  doin^^  so,  as  they  most  clearly 
mrere,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, which  allows  no  State  to  be  introduced 
into  the  Union  fettered,  or  upon  ernj  other 
footing  than^  the  old  States.  The  Legislature, 
I  repeat  it,  in  the  fair  exercise  of  its  Consti- 
tutional power,  passes  a  law,  which  has  for  its 
object  ia  secure  to  the  innocent  and  deluded  occu- 
pant a  reward  for  the  labor  and  capital  which  he 
nas  vested  in  improvements,  in  removing  the  load 
of  timber  with  which  the  soil  was  cotered  ;  mak- 
ing fences,  gardens,  raising  orchards^  erecting 
comfortable  buildings — the  shelter  which  was  in- 
tended to  protect  the  husbandman,  his  wife,  and 
hardy  o&pring,  the  future  props  and  stav  of  his 
country — to  cover  their  heads,  and  shield  them 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  seasons ;  and  in  ail 
things  to  promote  the  peace,  and  happiness,  and 
|>rOsperity  of  the  country.  And  what  can  be  more 
just  and  equitable  than  such  a  law?  especially 
when  it -is  considered  that  the  benefit  of  its  pro- 
visions extended  to  no  other  than  to  those  deluded 
purchasers  whose  titles  to  the  land  is  deducible  of 
public  record  ;  and  at  the  same  time  leaving  it  at 
the  election  of  the  successful  claimant  either  to 
pay  for  the  improvements,  or  to  compel  the  occu- 
pant to  keep- the*  land  at  its  original  unimproved 
▼alue?  And  this  law  passed  at  so  late  a  pe- 
riod, too, -'that  it  was  not  then  possible  for  any 
lawyer,  judge^  or  .jury,  in  the  State,  to  decide, 
with  any  sort  of  certainty,  who  had  the  best 
title  to  the  land.  This  difficultjr  resulted  from  a 
number  of  causes :  the  lapse  of  time,  the  death  or 
removal  of  the  early  adventurers  to  the  country, 
by  whose  testimony,  perhaps^  the  occupant,  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  might  have  established 
his  better  title  to  the  land,  without  inconvenience; 
the  names  of  licks,  springs,  buflfalo  and  Indian 
traces  or  trees,  for  which  the  entry  calls,  as  places 
of  notorietv,  have  now  undergone  some  change, 
or  cannot  be  satisfactorily  established,  and  prob- 
ably, if  established  at  all,  it  is  done  by  suborna- 
tion and  bribery.  Under  this  state  of  things, 
was  there  any  thing  unjust  or  dishonorable  in 
the  conduct  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  in 
passing' a  law  which  made  the  labor  and  capi- 
tal of  the  husbandman,  vested  by  him  in  im- 
provements, as  sacred  to-  the  possessor  as  the 
little  pittance  of  capital  in  a  depreciated  and 
worthless  currency,  which  had  b^n  applied  by 
the  adverse  claimant  as  well  as  himself  in  pur- 
chasing a  land  warrant?  On-  the  contrary,  does 
not  such  a  law  rest  on  the  prtneiples  of  eternal 
and  immutable  justice  ?    And  was  not  such  a  l»w 


called  for,  and  loudly  demanded,  by  the  soundest 
and  wisest  policy  ?  And  will  any  disinterested 
and  enlightened  statesman  of  the  present  age  pre- 
tend that  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Kentucky, 
comprising  the  present  and  all  future  generations, 
have  bcf  n  sold  by  the  first  settlers  of  the  distHct, 
in  order  to  become  a  separate  State,  into  worse 
than  Egyptian  bondage?  That,  for  the  mere 
name  of  governing  themselves,  they  have  not  only 
parted  with  that  privilege,  but  have  also  deprived 
posterhy  forever  of  the  rifht  of  exercising  it? 
Can  the  enlightened  and  well-informed  mind  con- 
template such  ^absurdity,  and  not  recoil  with  the 
profoundest  astonishment  ? 

•But  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  did  pass  a 
law,  the  validity  of  which  was  contested  by  the 
nest  of  worthies  with  which  thart  State  abounds, 
and  has  iong  abounded,  and  who  are  known  bv 
the  mild  name  of  land  speculators.  The  Federal, 
not  the  Delphic  oracle  is  consulted,  and  the  re- 
sponse IS,  that  the  law  is  unconstitutional  and 
void,  the  first  settlers  of  that  district  having  bar^ 
tered  away  a  portion  of  that  power  and  sovereign- 
ty which  belongs  to,  and  is  exercised  by,  every 
other  State  in  this  Union,  and  by  every  other 
people  or  Government  on  the  globe,  having  bar- 
tered away  the  right  of  succeeding  generations, 
and  succeeding  legislators,  throughout  all  time  to 
coine,  to,  suit  their  legislation  and  their  laws  to 
the  ever-varying  condition  of  things,  which  ne- 
cessarily arises  in  the  progress  of  civil  society 4'' 
Such,  in  substance,  is  the  response  which  has  been 
uttered  and  proclaimed  to  the  world ;  and  even 
more  than  this,  for  it  goes  to  establish  the  Ihct, 
that  the  said  first  settlers  of  the  district  not  only 
banished  from  Kentucky  that  portion  of  her  sov- 
ereignty, but  that  they  absolutely  extinguished  it; 
that  they  did  not  even  leave  it  with  Virginia, 
which  State,  I  verily  believe,  if  she  had  the  power, 
would  grant  us  relief  in  some  form  or  bther. 

But,  what  is  the  consequence  of  this  decision  ? 
The  cords  of  peace  and  social  intercourse,  by 
which  society  u  bound  together  like  a  band  of 
brothers,  is  cut  asunder ;  the  home  of  th^  husband- 
ihan  is  again  rendered  insecure;  the  hand  of 
industry  is  paralyzed,  and  discouraged  from  the 
performance  of  its  duty,  theoracular  music  of  this 
trio  of  the  Federal  judiciary  having  fallen  sweetly 
upon  the  ears  of  a  set  of  men,  who  ought  to  have 
been  drummed  out  of  Kentucky  many  years  ago, 
with  a  certain  appropriate  march  at  their  heels, 
announcing  to  them  that  the  delectable  and  hap> 
pyfying  business  of  land  jobbing  would  again  be- 
come prbfitable,  up  they  spring,  like  so  many  birds 
of  prey ;  ^ith  keenly  whetted  beaks,  they  pluck 
he  crumbs  from  the  nand  of  honest  industry ;  and 
»hey  i^uck  anew  at  the  vitals  of  society,  the  very 
heart-strings  of  which  they  would  pull  away  if 
hey  could.     Now,  as  the  response  runs  *'  the 
bleeding  victim  may  writhe  in  agony,  but  there 
is  no  power  beneath  the  sun  'by  which  a  remedy 
can  be  applied.    It  is  true,  that  society  is  greatly 
retarded  in  its  march  to  prosperity  and  happiness, 
but  the  die  is  cast,  and,  like  the  decree  or  fate,  it 
is  unalterable  i" 
Such  are  the  effects  of  m  decision  which  has  been 
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giyen  by  this,  aot  soon  to  be  forffottea — ^three :  to 
vhom  your  laws  seem  to  attach  something  like 
infallibility,  but  who  could  not,  by  possibility,  in 
their  situations,  have  understood  the  subject. 

Now,  what  opinion  would  a  stranger  form  of 
the  boasted  excellence  of  our  Constitution,  after 
being  told  of  the  decisions  of  the  Executive  and 
Judicial  branches  of  this  Ctoremment  upon  it,  and 
of  the  consequences  resulting  from  those  decisions  ? 
The  one  denies  the  existence  of  any  power  in  Coq« 
cress,  ox  elsewhere,  to  pass  a  good  and  wholesome 
law,  the  effect  of  which  would  be,  in  a  thousand 
ways,  to  promote  the  national  interest,  and  to  bind 
together,  and  forever  to  perpetuate  this  grand  and 
noble  Confederacy;  the  other  denies  the  existence 
of  any  power  in  the  Legislature  of  a  State,  to 
remove  one  of  the  most  afflicting  evils — an  evil 
of  such  magnitude  that  it  is  an  abomination  to  the 
land  where  it  exists— ^rom  society. 

I  understand  this  decision  of  the  court  to  mean 
liothing  more,  or  less,  than  that  their  honors  have 
a  right  to  take  the  consciences  of  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  State  governments  under  their  sov- 
ereign care  and  protection.  I  understand  it  to  be 
a  denial  of  the  right  of  the  Representatives  of  Che 
people,  by  statutory  provisions,  to  regulate  the 
affairs  of  the  people.  If  the  doctrine  maintained 
by 'the  court  be  correct,  their  own  peculiar  notions 
of  what  is  equitable  between  man  and  man,  be- 
tween adverse  claimants  of  land,  and  so  on,  as  the 
different  individual  cases  may  arise  and  be  sub- 
mitted to  this  august  three,  is  to  be  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land.  Have  we  come  to  this?  Is  it 
true  that  our  ancestors  or  predecessors  have  de- 
prived us  of  the  power  of  oassing  a  plain  law, 
which  maj  be  read  by  the  main,  unsophisticated 
farmers  of  our  country,  as  they  run ;  and  a  law 
which,  by  reading,  they  may  understand  7  Are 
we  to  have  no  page  in  our  statute  books^  indica- 
ting; to  the  toiling  husbandman  what  are  his  rights, 
or  m  what  way  the  fruits  of  his  labor  and  industry 
are  secured  to  him  7  Instead  of  referring  him  to 
the  statute  books  for  such  information  as  he  may 
desire  respecting  the  laws,  is  it  intended  to  turn 
his  eyes  upon  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  tell  him  that  the  law  is,  or  will  be,  whatever 
their  honors  may  choose  to  noake  it  ? 

Would  not  a  stranger  think  it  verv  strange, 
chat  neither  the  National  or  State  legislators  had 
a  right  to  do  the  things  to  which  I  have  referred  ? 
That  the  Constitution  had  no  redeeming  spirit  in 
it ;  that  the  people  had  no  redeeming  spirit  left  in 
them;  that  the  Constitution  was  continually  pre- 
sented as  a  stumbling  block  in  the  way^of  good 
and  wholesome  enactions,  but  never  in  the  way 
of  the  passage  of  a  bad  law  ? 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  the  fault  is  not  in  the  Con- 
stitution. It  is  in  those  who  construe  and  mis- 
construe that  instrument. 

In  referring  to  these  fapts,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  in- 
tend notingenerotts  imputation  against  those  high 
functionaries  of  the  Qovernment— no  disrespect 
whatever;  for  they  have  the  same  ri^ht  to  their 
opinion  that  I  have  to  mine ;  and  it  is  as  much 
their  duty  to  exercise  it.  But,  having  given  an 
optnixm  which  I  conctive  to  be  most  gUnngly  er- 


roneous, and  most  afflictingly  injuriotu  tod  hurt- 
ful to  those  whom  I  have  the  honor  imnediaiely 
to  represent,  my  object  is,  as  it  ou^ht  to  be,  to 
effect  an  amendment  to  the  law,  which  will  goto 
{tave  my  countrymen  in  future  from  the  efieeuof 
a  decision  to  be  ffiven  by  this  feeble,  and  yet  pow- 
erful three.  And  my  refereniBe  to  the  opinioa  of 
the  President  has  been  made  for  the  porpoie  of 
showing  that  yon  do  not,  by  placinff  a  mta  in  aa 
elevated  station,  render  htm  infallible;  and  tben- 
by,  to  prove  the  unsoundness  of  the  policy  tbt 
would  bestow  upon  such  a  tribuaal  as  this,  tte 
power  of  dictating  according  to  their  peeuliir  mo- 
tions of  what  is  the  orthodox  construction  of  thii 
charter  of  our  rights,  to  each,  and  to  all  of  tbe 
departments  of  the  State  ffovemments.  Thnt 
individuals !  a  majority  of  the  court,  as  bow  or* 
ganized,  truly;  but  a  minority  of  the  whole  cout 
are  to  decide  upon  the  Constitutional  vtlidityof 
State  laws ;  and  to  annul  adjudications  of  the 
State  courts;  and  from  their  decision  there  isio 
appeal ;  it  is  irrevocable. 

Before,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  consent  to  the  lodnMi 
of  such  a  power,  in  the  hands  of  such  a  trihuBil, 
I  must  be  convinced  that  the  whole  three  are  Ik- 
ings  of  a  superior  order ;  that  they  are  not  tbe 
slaves  of  human  passion;  that  they  do  sot  lore 
power ;  that  they  are  not  to  be  set  in  motiofl  bf 
that  powerful  spring  of  human  action,  called  sell- 
interest  ;  that  they  have  an  exemption  from  all 
the  frailties  of  human  nature;  and,  iiifiDe,tbat 
the  link  which  they  form  in  the  chain  of  created 
beings,  is  at  least  half  wav  between  that  little 
forked,  feeble  animal,  that  innabits  thifronrpUnec, 
and  those  superior  intelligences  that  fill  the  c^ 
lestial  regions.  For  be  it  remembered,  that  this 
is  the  controlling  power  of  this  QoveromeDt-a 
power  of  such  superior  dignity,  that  it  has  become 
the  Government  itself;  and  hethatqaestioDi^oi 
attempts  to  expose  its  decisions,  is  sure  to  be  a^ 
cused  of  having  a  devil,  or  to  be  dmeaoccd  as  a 
rebel  against  his  country. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  speaker,  said  Mr.  M.,  that 
the  proposition  now  under  oonsidentioa,  will,  if 
adopted,  by  adding  hereafter  an  addiii«su  oom- 
ber  of  members  to  the  court,  not  oiijr  hriog  to- 
gether more  tftlent,  but  a  cn'eater  variety  of  knowl- 
edge of  the  laws  of  the  States  generally,  and  of 
the  true  interests  of  each  section  of  the  coaotn  in 
this  wide-spread  and  flourishing  Repablic  And 
the  court  will  be  less  liable  to  comi|kioB,  or  to  be 
suspected  of  corruption.  For  it  is  well  to  bear  ia 
mind,  that  millions  and  millions  of  dollars,  as  was 
actually  the  case  in  this  decisdon  agaiast  Kca* 
tucky,  may  be  involved  in  the  inmedtate  codk* 
quences  or  their  decisions.  Upon  the  whole,  noib- 
ing  can  be  more  dear,  if  the  proposed  ameDdmeot 
is  adopted,  than  that  it  will  greatly  iacrease  tk 
chances  of  a  correct  decision,  diminish  thecbaoMi 
of  corruption,  lessen  the  probability  of  eocroaeb- 
men t,  and  do  much  for  the  restoration  of  the  coort 
to  the  confidence  of  the  people.  I  am  aware,  said 
Mr.  M.,  that  any  decision  of  this  court,  no  mattei 
how  erroneous  it  may  be,  no  matter  how  uojost, 
or  injurious,  or  ruinous  to  society,  will  al;^? 
have  its  supporters.    Even  when  the  motintf 
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good,  and  ioterest  the  wme,  we  canaot  always 
think  alike.  Aod,  besides,  there  are  individaals 
in  e?ery  coantry  whose  interest  is  not  only  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  from  that  of  society  generally, 
but  so  completely  at  war  with  that  general  inter- 
est, that  those  who  are  influenced  bj^  it,  stop  at 
nothing  for  the  accomplishment  of  their  purposes. 
With  such  men  as  these,  the  most  joinous  and 
desolating  decision  will  be  the  most  warmly  sop- 
ported  ;  and. this  I  conceive  to  be  most  clearly  and 
unequivocally  the  case  in  relation  to  the  decisibn 
against  the  occupying  claimant  laws  of  Kentucky. 

The  writer  ol  that  decision  seems  to  console 
himself,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  he 
is  to  be  sustained  in  his  opinion  by  some  of  the 
Kentuckians  themselves.  The  honorable  writer, 
however,  does  not  appear  to  bestow  a  single 
thought  upon V what  I  know  to  be  another  fact; 
and  Uiat  is,  that  these  same  learned  Kentuckians 
are  the  very  mercenaries  to  whom  we  are  indebted 
for  all  the  evils  of  which  we  complain,  and  that 
through  the  united  instrumentality  and  well-con- 
certed plans  of  this  host  of  mercenaries,  who, 
having  long  banqueted,  and  still  delieht  to  ban- 
quet, upon  (be  distresses  and  agonies  o?  society,  it 
is,  that  thi9  injurious  and  hurt^l  decision  has  been 
obtained.  And  these  are  the  men  who  now  run 
with  every  prop,  no  matter  how  insignificant,  to 
support  and  uphold  this  decision — these  are  the 
selfish  patriots  and  juggling  political  managess 
of  the  wire,  who  have  deluded  the  court,  by  per- 
suading, their  honors  that  their  opinion  has  the 
approbation  and'sanction  of  many  of  the  indepen- 
dent and  well-informed  men,  of  Kentucky.  The 
▼oice  of  the  husbandman  toiling  on  his  farm,  not 
bein^  heard  by  this  court,  his  rights  are  disregard- 
ed, the  truth  of  his  condition  unknown.  For  one, 
I  do  not  wonder  that  the  puffing  eulogies  of  this 
decision,  by  such  men  as  these,  should  resound  in 
our  ears,  and  in  the  ears  of  the  honorable  court 
too,  whose  praises  from  such  a  source  can  never 
be  envied  thetn.  Such  notes  may  jingle  sweetly 
upon  the  ears,  and  thrill  to  the  hearts  of  the  very 
Teaerable  three,  who,  I  ha^e  no  doubt,  are  as  in- 
nocent as  they  are  ignorant  of  the  causes  from 
whence  they  proceed.  But  to  me,  and  to  my 
neighbors,  who,  unfortunately  for  us,  have  some 
practical  experience  in  this  thing :  to  me,  and  my 
countrymen,  who  are  now  struggling  beneath  the 
weight  of  that  horizontal  {lartition,  of  which  we 
luive  had  such  an  appropriate  and  suitable  de- 
scription, but  which,  with  three  members  of  the 
Federal  court  on  the  upper  aide  of  it^  becomes  an 
intolerable  load ;  these  notes,  or  this  sound,  is  not 
unlike  the  requiem  of  so  many  grave-diggers,  or 
the  hosannas  of  so  many  coffin-makers,  over  the 
fruits  of  a  desolating  and  terrible  pestilence  or 
epidemic,  against  which  it  is  pretended  that  no 
antidote  can  be  applied. 

Upon  the  whole.*  sir,  said  Mr.  M..  I  am  fully 
persuaded,  that  unless  the  law  in  relation  to  this 
eourt  is  amended,  so  as  to  extend  protection  and 
security  to  the  industrious  and  productive  classes 
of  the  community,  against  the  arts  and  chicanery 
of  that  set  of  inaivtduals'who  love  to  riot  upon 
the  fruiu  of  the  labor  of  others,  the  blighting 


breath  of  the  Federal  judiciary  will  be  more  dread- 
ed in  this  land  of  liberty,  than  the  coming  of  an 
Eigyptian  sirocco.  Mr.  M.  said  there  were  yet 
many  strong  points  of  view  in  which  this  subject 
might  be  presented  to  the  House ;  but,  as  no  one 
had  denied  the  right  of  the  Liegtslature  of  Ken- 
tucky to  enact  any  law  upon  this  subject — as  no 
one  either  attempted  to  question  the  validity  of 
the  laws,  or  to  advocate  the  decision  of  the  court, 
by  which  it  seemed  they  were  to  be  rendered  a 
nullity,  he  would  not,  at  so  late  a  period  of  the 
session,  trespass  upon  the  precious  time  of  the 
House,  to  whom  he  tendered  his  thanks  for  the 
politeness  which  had  been  extended  to  him. 
When  Mr.  Mbtoalfe  had  concluded — 
Mr.  MoDuFFiE,  of  South  Carolina^  rose  and 
opposed  the  amendment,  as  practically  operating 
to  leave  the  constitutionality  of  >any  State  law 
interminably  uncertain.  He  rindicated  the  de- 
cision of  the  Su^eme  Court,  in  the  case  of  Co- 
hens, (formerly  referred  to  in  the  debate  on  Mr. 
Letcher's  resohitions,)  and  maintained  that  that 
decision  was  virtually  a  decision  of  the  question 
whether  the  United  States  have  or  have  not  a 
Government. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Ulinois,  said,  a  consideration  to 
which  he  should  allude,  in  the  lew  remarks  he 
was  about  to  submit,  he  hoped  would  be  received 
as  a  just  excuse  for  now  troubling  the  House, 
Before  he  made  that  allusion,  however,  he  begged 
leave  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  the  general  pnncif*' 
pies  involved  in  the  motion  of  his  friend  from 
Kentucky.  It  had  been  urged  that  the  Supreme 
Couft  was  subject  to  the  influence  of  the  Gk)vern-* 
ment,  under  which  it  derived  its  creation.  In  re- 
ply to  this,  he  said,  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  the  creitture  of  the  several  States  form- 
ing the  Confederacy,  and,  for  the  purposes  of  its 
institution,  it  was  as  ipuch  the  creature  of  the 
people  as  the  constitutions  of  the  several  States ; 
and  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  therefore, 
were  as  much  the  judges  of  the  people  for  those 
purposes,  as  the  State  judges  were  for  the  purposes 
of  local  adjudication.  But  he  would'  ask,  whether 
there  was  likely  to  be  a  greater  inclination  on  the 
part  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  increase  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Federal  Grovernment,  than  there  might 
be  in  the  State  judges  to  enlarge  the  powers  of 
the  States  ?  In  manv  States,  it  was  known,  he 
said,  that  the  judges  nold  their  appointments  for 
short  or  limited  periods.  In  some  cases,  they  are 
appointed  by  the  Legislatures.  I^  then,  the  Le- 
giskatnre  should,  under  a  particular  state  of  excite- 
ment, adopt  a  particular  measure  supposed  to  be 
for  the  relief  ot  the  Stat^,  although  in  contraven- 
tion of  either  the  Federal  or  State  Constitution, 
he  should  submit  whether  judges  thus  eireum- 
stanced.  thus  dependent  on  the  Legislature  for  a 
renewal  of  their  apoointments,  were  not  at  least-^ 
be  would  ask  if  they  were  not  more — likely  to 
yield  to  the  popular  feelings  and  excitement  in 
such  State,  and  carry  such  law  into  effect,  than 
the  Supreme  Court  would  be^  from  a  mistaken 
love  of  power,  to  thwart  the  just  and  Constitu* 
tional  measures  of  any  State?  He  thought,  un- 
der suck  circomstancfS;  the  Supreme  Court  would 
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be  the  safest  tribuDal  to  decide  the  question,  even 
with  reference  to  the  permanent  interests  of  the 
State  itself.  But,  said  he,  if  ^rou  require  the  con* 
currence  of  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  members 
of  that  tribunal,  do  you  not  endanger  the  whole- 
some correction  which  it  was  intended  that  court 
should  make  of  any  measures  of  abuses  which 
the  States,  under  a  state  of  excitement,  might 
adopt? 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  secures 
to  the  citizens  of  each  State  the  rights  of  citizens 
o£  the  several  States.  The  citizens  of  one  State 
may  hold  property  in  any  other  State.  They  may 
contract  with  the  citizens  of  any  other  State,  and 
ate  entitled  to  a  just  remedy  to  enforce  such  con- 
tracts. Might  it  not  happen  that  non-residents 
might  acquire  'large  claims  against  the  citizens 
of  any  given  State  ?  Such,  for  example,  as  was 
the  case  a  few  years  ago  in  relation  to  Eastern 
merchants  with  the  people  of  the  West.  Such, 
indeed,  as  was  the  case  with  the  people  of  the 
State  whence  this  proposition  originated,  and  the 
merchants  east  of  the  mountains.  In  such  a  case, 
if  the  debtor  State  should  adopt  unconstitutional 
measures  for  the  relief  of  its  citizens,  would  not 
the  principle  requiring  the  concurrence  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  to 
correct  such  a  procedure,  more  expose  the  credit- 
ors to  the  injury,  than  the  usual  mode  of  decision 
would  the  debtors  ?  Such  a  principle,  indeed,  he 
conceived  well  calculated  to  alter  the  whole  the- 
ory of  our  Grovernment. 

The  object  of  government  was  as  well  to  protect 
minorities  as  majorities.  This  principle  would 
go  far  to  destroy  those  rights. 

But  the  particular  case,  which  might  by  possi- 
bility occur  for  the  decision  of  this  tribunal,  was 
one  of  grave  and  serious  importance.  He  said 
the  United  States  had  admitted  the  State  he  had 
the  hopor  to  represent  info  the  Union,  under  a 
compact  that  slavery  shall  not  exist  within  its 
limits.  At  present,  a  large  portion  of  the  citizens 
of  that  State  were  under  the  impression  that  the 
introduction  of  slavery  would  tend  greatly  to  re- 
lieve their  pecuniary  embarrassments,  embarrass- 
ments which,  indeed,  afflicted  every  portion  of 
the  West.  Acting  under  the  influence  of  a  strong 
anxiety  to  relieve  themselves  from  their  distress, 
many  of  them  were  now  disposed  to  test  the  bind- 
ing character  of  this  compact,  and  to  abrogate  it. 
Without  intending  to  express  any  opinion  on  the 
effect  of  this  compact,  he  would  remark  that, 
should  a  majority  of  the  people  decide  on  the 
adoption  of  the  measure,  it  would  doubtless  make 
a  case  for  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court ; 
and,  should  it  happen,  it  will  be  a  fearful  question. 
It  will  involve  nothing  less,  sir,  than  the  balance 
of  power  between  the  slave  and  non-«lave  holding 
States.  Those  who  witnessed,  as  well  as  those 
"rtrho  know  of,  the  convulsive  discussion  in  this 
House  on  the  Missouri  question,  cannot  fail  to  |ip- 
preciate  the  magnitude  of  this  subject.  In  decid- 
ing that  question,  should  it  eyer  arise,  if  a  majority 
of  that  court  shall  be  found  to  decide  against  the 
validity  of  the  act  of  the  State,  bat  not  a  sufi&- 
cient  majority  under  the  provision  now  under 


consideration,  it  could  not  fail  to  shake  the  nation 
to  its  centre. 

While  this  tribunal  may  be  called  on  to  deeide 
questions  of  such  momentous  magnitude,  bethought 
it  behooved  the  House  to  examine  well  the  effects 
of  the  principle  now  proposed.  For  such  exami- 
nation, we  certainly  are  not  prepared  at  this  time, 
and  the  amendment,  therefore,  should  not  now  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  A.  Stbvenbon,  of  Virginia,  suggested  tkat, 
as  the  session  was  far  advanced,  and  this  subject 
was  of  great  moment,  it*would  be  most  expedient 
to  withdraw  the  ameznlment  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Metcalfe  expressed  son^  rdactmnce  at 
adopting  this  couisei,  but  finally  consjented  to  with- 
draw the  amendment;  and,  having  done 

The  bill  was  ordercMi  to  a  thkd  reading. 


Tuesday,  May  18. 

The  Committee  on  Commerce  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  ajiihorizinff  an  examina- 
tion and  survey  of  the  hatbor  of  Charleston,  la 
South  Carolina ;  of  Saint  Mary's  in  Georgia ;  and 
of  the  coast  of  Florida;  and  tor  other  purposes;" 
and  it  was  refi^rred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affajrs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  T.  Johnson, 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  pay  to  each  messenger, 
for  his  extra  services,  fifty  dollars,  in  addition  to 
what  wa4  allowed  at  the  end  of  the  last  session. 
.  A  Message  wad  received  from  the  PafisiDSHT 
OF  THE  Uniteo  States,  as  follows : 
To  the  House  of  Representt^tites  of  the  United  States  .- 

I  comm'anicats  to  the  Hdase  a  report,  wKh  aoeom- 
panying  doenments,  received  from  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton, one  of  the  Commistionem  of  land  titles  in  East 
Florida ;  deeming  the  statements  therein  contained  to 
be  worthy  of  the  particular  attention  of  tho  Honae, 
and  of  a  batnre  which  may,  perhaps,  reqaire  their  in- 
terpoation,  or  that  of  both  branches  of  tho  Legidmtore. 

JAMES  MONfiOe. 

WAsaiireTOv,  Jtfay  18,  1824. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz:  An 
act  providing^  for  a  jTt^^  of  land  for  the  seat  of 
government  in  the  'Terriiory  of  Florida,  and  foi 
other  purposes ;  An  act  gr  antingdonations  of  land 
to  certain  actual  settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Flor- 
ida ;  An  act  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  sea* 
sions  of  the  Bupreme  Court ;  were  leatl  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  to  discontinue  certain  post  roadsy  ant 
to  establish  others. 

Various  amendments  were  made  in  the  details 
of  this,  bill — a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Babt- 
LETT,  of  New  Hampshire,' to  strike  out  the  2d  sec- 
tion, which  discontinues  certain  routes  from  and 
after  the  25th  of  April  next.  The  motion  was 
negatived.  And.  the  seotic^i  was  gone  through, 
and  almost  .the  whole  of  it  .stricken  out,  line  by 
line ;  when  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  agaiiL 
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The  GonuBittee  of  the  whole  House,  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  lo  alter  the  judicial  districts 
of  Virginia,  and  for  other  purposes,  were  dis- 
eharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

DAY  OF  ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  Conner,  of  New  York,  moved  to  consider 
the  joint  resolution  on  a  day  of  adjournment,  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of 
consideration ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CocKB  moved  for  a  call  of  the  House,  pre- 
vious to  calling  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  was  ci^rried — aves  62,  noes  50. 

The  roll  was  then  partly  called,  when  Mr.  Tay- 
lor moved  to  dispense  with  the  further  call; 
which  was  agreed  to.  The  question  of  consider- 
ation was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  deter- 
mined as  follows-^yeas  90,  nays  73. 

8o  the  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Taylor,  ot  New  York,  proposed  the  26th 
instant. 

Mr.  Allbn,  of  Massachusetts,  proposed  an  ear- 
lier day. 

Mr.  CoLPBPER,  of  North  Carolina,  was  opposed 
to  an  adjouriiment  at  so  early  a  day  as  even  the 
latest  which  was  proposed.  He  adverted  to  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  investigation  on 
charges  preferred  against  a  high  officer  of  the 
Government,  and  to  the  summons  which  had  been 
despatched  by  an  officer  of  the  House  for  the  per- 
son who  preferred  those  charges.  The  House  had 
been  heretofore  informed  that,  allowing  time  fbr 
going  and  returning,  the  individual  in  ooestion 
might  be  expected  to  arrive  here  by  the  26(h  of 
this  month.  For  his  part,  he  said,  he  was  unwill- 
ing to  go  away  without  allowing  a  reasonable 
time  for  the  return  of  the  messenger,  dbc.  The 
charges  which  had  been  preferred,  had  been  con- 
sidered of  sufficient  importance  to  entitle  them  to 
investigation,  and  he  was  not  disposed  to  adjourn 
until  that  investigation  was  completed,  and  the 
whole  facets  of  the  case  reported  to  the  House,, 
when,  he  said,  he  would  express  his  opinion  of 
the  merits  of  it,  regardless  of  consequences,  and 
he  hoped  the  House  would  do  the  same. 

Mr.  Warfiblo,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  every 
one  knew  that  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  this  House 
had  gone  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  to  this  House 
Mr.  Edwards,  to  be  examined  respecting  certain 
charges  which  he  had  preferred  against  one  of 
the  highest  officers  of  the  Gk>vemment.  Whether, 
in  sending  for  him,  the 'committee  of  this  House 
had  done  right  or  wron^,  was  not  now  the  ques- 
tion-f  but,  having  dbne  it,  he  was  of  opinion  that 
a  due  re^|)ect  to  the  parties  interested,  to  public 
opinion,  and  to  consistency  in  the  course  of  this 
body,  would  induce  the  House,  nt  all  events,  to 
continue  the  session  until  the  person  to  whom  he 
referred  should  have  had  a  reasonable  ooportuniry 
of  reabhing  the  Seat  of  Government  Otherwise, 
said  he,  in  what  situation  before  the  public  shall 
we  present  ourselves  ?    He  was  as  willing  as  any 

fentleman  to  bring  this  session  to  a  close ;  but,  a 
ne  respect  to  the  distinguished  officer  whose 
conduct  is  arraigned,  and  to  every  consid^ation 
connected  m\)i  the  subject,  forbade,  in  his  opin- 


ion, an  adjournment  eHrlier  than  the  31st  instant! 
which  day,  therefore^  he  proposed. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFB,  or  Kentucky,  pyH  it  to  the  House 
whether,  under  the  circumstances  known  to  them, 
they  would  remain  in  session  to  await  the  arrival 
of  the  officer  of  this  House.  He  had  just  been 
informed  that  the  Sergeant-at-Arras  arrived  at 
Louisville,  so  as  to  leave  that  place  for  Ed- 
wardsville  on  the  4th  of  this  montn ;  by  the  10th 
of  the  month  he  may  have  reached  Ed  wardsville; 
by  the  17th  he  may  have  arrived  at  Louisville,  on 
his  return :  it  will  take  8  or  10  days  to  get  thence 
to  Wheeling,  and  three  or  four  days  thence  to  this 
place,  supposing  no  interruption  or  the  journey  to 
occur :  and  when  it  is  recollected  that  there  was 
no  regular  chain  of  steamboat  navigation,  and 
that  travellers  have  sometimes  to  wait  several  days 
for  a  passage,  could  it  be  in  the  contemplation  of 
any  gentleman  to  wait  here  until  the  messenger 
returns — say,  till  the  15th,  or  even  the  10th  of 
June.  He  wished  the  resolution  were  made  blank, 
so  as  to  fill  it  with  such  day  as  a  majority  of  the 
Hou!<e  should  be  found  to*  approve. 

Mr.  Wbbbtbr,  of  Massachusetts,  said  that,  when 
this  subject  was  before  the  House  the  other  day, 
the  member  from  Illinois  stated,  from  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  distance,  dbc.,  that  an  answer  to  the 
summons  of  this  House  might  be  expected  by  the 
23d  or  24th  of  this  month.  From  the  facts  which 
had  since  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  gentle- 
man, Mr.  W.  said,  he  should  like  to  know  what 
was  his  present  opinion  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Cook  said  that,  when  he  made  a  statement 
on  this  subject  some  days  ago,  it  was  impossible 
that  he  should  be  apprized  of  the  obstructions  to 
the  progress  of  the  messenger  of  the  House.  He 
had  stated  that  he  might  return  by  the' 23d  or  24th 
of  the  month,  but  that  was  upon  the  supposition 
that  no  difficulty  bad  occurred  in  his  progress  in 
the  river.  Since  making  that  statement,  he  had 
seen  a  letter. from  the  Serjeant-at-Arms,  that  he 
was  not  able  to  leave  Louisville  before  4  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  of  May.  He  might 
reach  Bd wardsville  in  five  or  six  days.  If  an  op- 
portunity should  present  itself  for  resuming  his 
journey  by  water,  he  might  return  to  Louisville 
in  five  days,  say  by  the  15th  of  this  month.  It 
was  not  prooable  that  he  could  reach  this  place 
in  less  than  fifteen  days  after  his  arrival  at  Louis- 
ville. It  would  not  be  reasonable,  therefore,  to 
calculate  on  the  arrival  of  the  messenger  or  Mr. 
Edwards  sooner  than  the  30th  of  the  month,  under 
any  circumstances.  And  if  the  House  is  disposed 
to  wait  for  him,  said  Mr.  C,  as  I  sincerely  hope  it 
is,  that  object  will  be  entirely  defeated  by  fixing 
on  an  earlier  day  for  the  adjournment  than  the 
last  of  this  month.  Mr.  C.  repeated,  that  he 
most  sincerely  hoped  that  the  House  would  con- 
tinue in  session  until  Mr.  Edwards  should  arrive* 

Mr.  McLamb,  of  Delaware^  said,  that  there  was 
no  member  of  the  House  who  would  remain  here, 
were  the  session  prolonged,  at  greater  personal  in<« 
convenience,  or  sacrifice  of  interest  or  of  feeling, 
than  himself.  But  it  was  too  late  now  for  gen- 
tlemen to  listen  to  considerations  of  that  descrip- 
tion.   The  decision  has  been  taken.    Every  gen- 
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tleman  must  have  koowD,  when  this  inyesti^tion 
was  instituted,  that  it  would  be  attended  with  se- 
rious inconveniences.  I  was  myself  fully  aware 
of  it,  said  he,  and  it  was  for  that  reason,  among 
others  of  higher  import,  that  I  was  opposed  to  the 
institution  of  this  committee  of  investigation.  The 
House,  however,  determined  to  go  on,  and  it  does 
appear  to  me  to  be  due  to  the  parties  and  to  the 
cnaracter  of  the  House,  that  it  shall  now  be  car- 
ried through,  and  that  every  opportunity  shall  be 
given,  to  all  the  parties  concerned,  for  a  full  in- 
Testigation.  Laymg  aside  all  personal  considera- 
tions, the  public  good  demaaded  this  course.  From 
what  had  been  said  by  the  honorable  member  from 
Illinois,  it  was  apparent  that  an  earlier  day  for  the 
arrival  of  Mr.  Edwards,  than  the  last  day  of  the 
month,  could  not  be  fixed.  But  the  reasons  which 
influenced  him,  Mr.  McL.  said}  would  prevent 
him  from  voting,  at  this  time,  to  fix  any  day  of 
adjournment.  The  committee  of  investigation 
had  sent  for  the  individual  who  preferred  the 
charges  which  are  under  investigation.  If  I  un- 
derstand the  process  viith  which  our  officer  is 
charged,  said  ne,  it  does  not  authorize  the  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms  to  brin^  this  individual  here.  It  is 
a  mere  summons  to  him  to  attend,  which  he  may 
obey,  or  not.  He  probably  mav  not  be  Ttedy — 
few  invividuals  would  be  ready,  at  so  short  a 
notice,  to  set  off  on  so  long  a  journey,  the  day  he 
receives  the  summons.  In  any  even^  he  cannot 
get  here  before  the  thirty-first  of  the  month,  and 
perhaps  not  for  some  days  later.  And  for  what 
purpose,  sir,  have  we  sent  for  him  ?  Is  it  to  pre^ 
sent  himself  here,  and  say,  "  Here  I  am,"  and  thus 
let  the  business  end  ?  That  is  certainly  not  my 
view  of  the  case.  Here  is  a  charge  which  the 
House  has  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  insti- 
tute an  inquiry  in  relation  to  it.  They  have  sent 
iot  Mr.  Edwards,  to  deliver  what  testimony  he 
may  be  able  to  afford  in  relation  to  it.  After  this 
is  done,  time  should  be  allowed  for  an  investiga- 
tion of  all  matters  connected  with  this  individual; 
and  I  am  free  to  say  that  I,  for  one,  want  time  to 
follow  it  up.  I  do  not  want  merely  to  have  Mr. 
Sdwards  herej  and  to  have  a  report  made  upon 
tlie  suluect,  but  I  want  to  have  a  full  inyestiga- 
tion.  For  these  reasons  I  am  not  willing  now  to 
fix  a  day  of  adjournment.  If  that  be  done,  in  what 
situation  will  the  House  be  placed  %  Suppose 
that  anv  accident  should  occur  to  prerent  the  ar- 
rival or  Mr.  Edward^  on  the  thirty-first:  the  dliy 
being  now  fixed,  the  House  will  have  adjourned, 
perhaps,  the  verv  day  bdbre  he  arrives.  This 
course,  Mr.  McL.  said,  he  conceived,  would  be 
vof^ust  to  the  party  whose  reputation  had  been  as- 
sailed in  the  address  to  the  House.  He  was  wil- 
ling, at  all  risks,  to  remain  till  this  individual 
should  come — ^have  been  examined  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  result  reported  to  this  House,  and 
acted  upon.  If  necessary  to  public  justice,  he 
would  wait  here  until  midsummer  to  see  these 
objects  accomplished. 

Mr.  BucBANAif,  of  Pennsylvania,  entirely  con- 
curred in  most  of  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware,  but  he  differed  from  him  as  to  his  con^ 
elusion.    From  th^  information  which  had  been 


given  tfi  the  House,  by  the  gentleman  fiom  ffli. 
nois,  it  was  perfectly  evident,  and  most  strike  tke 
mind  of  every  body,  that  Mr.  Edwards  txxxm  be 
expected  to  arrive  here  before  the  IbnrUi  or  iftk 
of  June.  If  the  House  waited  for  his  trrinl  tt 
all,  consistency  and  a  sense  ofduty  would  require 
them  to  remain  in  session  until  he  was  ezimiBed, 
that  the  information  which  he  possesses  mif  be 
eviscerated  and  laid  before  the  Houses  Oa  t  nod- 
erate  calculatiop,  this  will  take  to  the  tenth  of  Jose; 
and,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  ask  whether  we  will  dela^oor 
adjournment  till  that  day  on  this  aceoaDt,orwh»> 
ther  we  shall  not  rather  adiourn  at  an  otiienrise 
convenient  season?  If  I  ihooght,  tbtt,  to  await 
the  arrival  of  Mr.  Edwards  was  of  aoy  impoh 
tance  to  the  country],  or  to  the  distiogaisked  oi- 
cer  whose  conduct  is  implicated  by  the  ekargei, 
I  would  remain  here  at  any  sacrifice.  Batlia 
not  of  that  opinion.  When  Mr.  Edwards  pre- 
sented his  charges  to  this  House,  he  referred  for 
the  foundation  and  suppor)  of  t^em  to  documea- 
tary  testimony,  and  to  that  alone.  That  testiffloor, 
with  the  charges,  is  in  the  possession  of  as  alle 
and  impartial  committee  as  was  ever  raised  in  lof 
public  body.  I  am  persuaded  that  the  commiuee 
IS,  or  can  oe  in  one  or  two  days,  ready  to  report 
upon  that  testimonv.  Now.  I  ask,  how  eaa  iIk 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  implicated  bjr  ib 
adjournment,  without  waiting  for  Mr.  Edwards  ? 
The  proofs  are  here;  the  committee  is  diligeadf 
engaged  in  the  examination  of  them,  aad  are 
ready  (or  can  be  in  a  short  time)  to  make  their 
report ;  and  I  lurotest  against  the  idea  of  the  Hoqr 
having  committed  itself,  or  pledged  itself  io toy 
way,  to  wait  for  Mr.  EdwarSk  The  House  has 
not,  in  any  way,^  confirmed  the  deeisioo  of  thai 
committee  to  send  for  Mr.  Edwards.  At  the  tiaie 
this  accusation  of  Mr.  Edwards  was  bnmght  to 
the  House,  I  tried  three  several  times  to  get  the 
floor,  to  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table  for  ooe  4ar. 
Had  this  been  then  done,  I  am  pecsuaded  weshow 
have  had  no  further  trouble  with  it  Belieriaf 
that  the  House  is  not  pledsed,  aad  that  it ')»  not 
expected  of  us  to  wait  for  Mr.  Edwards;  aad  that, 
as  regards  our  legislative  bosiness,  m  sbaii  he 
perfectly  prepared  to  adjoiirn  on  Moidaf,  I  will 
propose  that  day.  In  an y  event,  the  motiofl  of  aif 
friend  from  Maryland  ought  not  to  pnniL  If 
the  House  determine  to  wait  and  ezamoe  Mi. 
Edwards,  they  ought  to  adopt  the  vieirs  of  the 
ffentleman  from  Delaware,  and  not  at  this  tooe 
fix  upon  any  day  for  the  adjournment  If  otheh 
wise,  the  earliest  day  that  had  been  named  ahosU 
be  taken. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  aaid  heVM 
as  little  disposed  as  his  friend  froaMawaieio 
adopt  a  course  calculated  to  preclade  anjr  ded- 
sion  on.  this  subject,  that  was  due  to  the  charactn 
of  the  House,  or  properly  subservient  to  the  eads 
of  justice.  But.  believing  that  the  views  which 
he  had  taken  of  this  subject  were  erroneoos,  he 
could  not  but  believe,  if  the  House  came  to  thedeet- 
sion  which  he  recommended,  it  would  aotsobserre 
the  purpose  of  justice,  but  only  veiatiousl]r  pro- 
long the  session.  He  b^ged  leave  te  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  more  directly  to  the  sahject 


265S 


HISTORY  OF  OONGRBSS. 


2664 


May,  18^ 


Dwy  of  ActfowmmeiU. 


H.  OP  R. 


involved  in  this  questioa.  Wfaftt  is  it  ?  said  he. 
An  officer  who  has  received  an  appoinlmeDt 
within  the  gift  of  the  Exeeuti7e  of  this  countr^rj 
has  made  a  charge  against  an  officer  in  the  Cabi- 
net of  the  Executive.  Instead  of  directing  this 
charge  to  his  proper  Chief,  the  Executive,  the 
accusing  partjr  has  improperly,  and  I  regret  it, 
thrown  It  mto  this  House.  Under  the  excitement 
of  the  moment,  which  I  also  regret,  this  charge 
took  what  I  conceive  an  improper  direction  in  this 
House.  .  It  has  been  put  into  the  possession  of  a 
committee,  acknowledged  on  all  hands  to  be  ex- 
ceedingly well  qualified  to  investigate  it.  But,  in 
reference  to  the  course  which  the  House  ouffht 
now  to  take,  Mr.  H.  said,  it  is  very  proper  that 
the  grounds  of  the  accuser  himself  should  be  taken 
into  consideration.  In  support  of  his  charges,  to 
what  does  he  refer  iis?  To  his  own  testimony 
hereafter  to  be  delivered  ?  To  oral  proof  of  any 
description  whatsoever?  To  any  evidence  bc^- 
yond  the  walls  of  the  Capitol  1  JHo ;  but  to  doc- 
uments already  in  the  possession  of  the  House. 
Under  a  belief  that  this  mdividual  may  have  done 
wrong,  to  the  character  of  the  officer  to  whom  his 
charges  relate,  a  messenger  has  been  despatched 
by  this  House  to  summon  him  here.  That  was 
supererogatory,  for  the  Executive  had  anticipated 
this  act  of  the  House,  and,  with  great  propriety, 
because  that  is  the  branch  of  the  Government  to 
which  he  is  at  present  amenable,  transmitted  to 
him  instructions  to  await  the  proceedings  of  this 
House.  His  presence  here,  however,  Mr.  H.  said, 
was  not  in  the'  slightest  degree  material  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  case  before  the  House.  Now^  if 
the  individual  preferring  these  accusations  could 
have  any  just  ground  of  complaint  against  the 
House  for  not  awaiting  his  arrival,  he  admitted 
it  would  be  proper  that  they  should  do  so.  But, 
could  he,  under  all  the  circumstances,  have  any 
cause  of  complaint  on  that  score?  Mr.  H.  con- 
ceived not.  He  understood  (he  said)  that  it  was 
in  the  power  of  the  committee  of  investigation, 
from  the  materials  which  they  have  collected,  to 
make  a  report  in  the  course  of  four  or  five  days. 
Admitting  that,  in  the  result  of  that  investigation, 
it  might  arise,  that  justice  required,  on  one  or  the 
other  hand,  further  measures^  was  this  House  to 
take  them?  No;  for,  he  said,  he  did  not  appre- 
hend that,  in  any  event,  it  was  proposed  to  carry 
the  matter  to  the  extent  of  impeachment  What 
then  T  Was  it  desirable  to  have. a  debate  got  up 
in  this  House,  to  involve  the  discussion  of  angry 
and  irritating  topics — a  discussion  which,  it  is  pos* 
sible,  would  be  attended  with  most  unpleasant 
consequences  ?  If  ultimate  justice  was  necessary 
to  be  done,  by  whom  is  It  to  be  done  ?  By  the 
Bxecutive  of  the  country ;  and,  if  either  individ* 
nal  concerned  shall  conceive  that  any  injustsee 
has  been  done  to  him,  to  that  authority  let  him 
appeal  for  redress.  Mr.  H.  here  disclaimed,  most 
positively  and  emphatically,  any  intention  of  un^ 
kindness  in  re^pard  to  either  of  the  individuals,  in 
the  course  which  he  was  disposed  to  pursue.  But, 
remaining  here,  at  vast  cost  to  the  country,  and 
at  vast  inconvenience  to  the  individual  members 
of  Qoagress,  he  should  consider  wholly  unjustifi- 


able. The  gentleman  from  Delaware,  h®  Mtd, 
had  admitted  some  things  fatal  to  his  own  argu- 
ment.- It  wa«  imposible,  he  bad  remarked,  to  sar 
whether  Mr.  Edwards  would  be  able,  from  ill 
health,  or  other  circumstances,  to  come  at  all. 
The  very  uncertainty  attending  this  subject  was 
conclusive  why  an , early  day  should  be  fixed  upon 
for  adjournment.  If  Mr.  Edwards  can  come  at . 
all,  he  will  probably  be  here  by  the  24th  or  2dth, 
as  estimated  heretofore,  and,  as  yet,  possible.  But, 
honestly  believing  that  it  wa^  not  necessary  he 
should  be  present,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  should  vote  for 
tm  adjournment  on  the  26th  instant. 

Mr.  Mbbcbr,  of  Virginia,  said,  if  he  was  um- 
wijling  to  hx  the  time  of  adjournment  at  present, 
i^  was  not  from  regard  to  the  accuser,  whose 
charges  had,  from  the  choice  of  the  individual 
him^f,  been  made  from  a  point  distant  from  the 
Capitol,  when  he  might  have  made  them  here, 
had  he  supposed  it  due  to.  himself  to  be  present  at 
their  investigation.  Certainly,  after  delaying  the 
mission  to  Mexico  for  eighteen  months,  the  Ex- 
ecutive would  have  had  no  difficulty  in  granting 
the  Minister  five  or  six  days  more  for  that  pur^x 
pose.  With  regard  to  the  interests,  of  the  accused, 
and  of  the  country,  one  thing  it  was  highly  im- 
portant to  know,  viz :  whetmr  the  testimony  of 
this  individual  was  considered  by  the  committee 
of  investigation  to  be  material  or  not.  This 
House  had  no  agency  in  sending  for  him«  The 
warrant  was  issued  antecedent  to  any  proceeding 
on  the  part  of  this  House  upon  the  subject.  We 
are  to  infer,  from  the  fact  that  the  committee  seat 
for  him,  that  Mr.  Edwards  is  deemed  a  material 
witness.  The  committee  had  no  right  to  send 
for  him  unless  his  testimony  was  considered  im- 
portant. We  have,  therefore;  a  fight  to  suppoiee 
that  his  testimony  is  material,  because  otherwise 
he  would  not  have  been  sent  for.  If  his  testi- 
mony is  material,  and  we  adjourn  before  his  ar- 
rival, the  public  opinion  will  be,  that  we  have  ar- 
rested the  investigation  of  his  charges.  If  that 
be  the  only  question  to  be  decided,  my  mind,  said 
Mr.  M.,  is  made  up.  I  will  not  do  any  act  that 
shall  comnromit  the  dignity  or  justice  of  this 
HoMse.  Unless  we  have  information,  from  the 
committee,  that  the  witness  is  not  deemed  a  ma- 
terial one,  I  cannot  consent  to  a4Jottm  short  of 
the  period  when  Mr.  Edwards  may  arrive  and  be 
examined.  Was  it  possible,  Mr.  M.  asked,  that 
the  House  would  receive  this  accusation,  amioiBt 
a  committee  to  investigate  it,  and  then  adjoiira 
without  acting  conclusively  upon  it?  It  waa 
highly  important,  to  the  proper  decision  of  the 
pending  question,  to  know  from  the  committee 
what  were  the  views  which  he  entertained  of 
the  consequence  of  Mr.  ^dwarda's  testimony; 
and  Mr.  M.  rested  the  question  on  this  ground—. 
that,  if  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Edwards  was  ma- 
terial, the  House  ougnt  to  remain  in  session  until 
he  arrived,  ahd  that  the  House  bad  aright  to  pran 
same  it  was  so,  until  informed  by  the  committee 
to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  Mamoum,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  wae 
as  anxious  as  any  member  of  the  House  could  be^ 
to  leave  this  wreiehed  place,  and  return  home,  i^ 


S655 


HISTOBY  OP  OONORBSa 


2656 


H.  OP  R. 


Day  of  AdfcnmmenL 


Mat,  1824. 


eontrary  to  his  opinion  of  the  matter,  a  sense  of 
duty  would  allow  of  an  adjoarnnient  as  early  as 
was  proposed.  It  bad  been  said  that  the  act  of 
calling  for  Mr.  Edwards  was  not  the  act  of  this 
House,  and,  further,  that  the  presence  of  the  ac- 
cuser is  not  necessary — and  that  he  himself  has 
shown  that  it  is  not.  But,  said  Mr.  M.,  we  have 
committed  the  investigation  of  this  matter  to  a 
committee  composed  of  gentlemen  esteemed  on 
all  sides  of  the  House  for  their  superior  intelli- 
gence and  unquestionable  integrity.  Thaf  com- 
mittee, in  its  wisdom,  has  decided,  and,  I  believe, 
with  perfect  unanimity,  that  Mr.  Edwards  should 
be, brought  before  them.  It  is  to  be  presumed 
there  are  some  matters  of  fact  which  he  is  ex- 
pected to  disclose,  which  make  his  presence  ne 
cessary;  and,  until  I  hear  to  the  contrary  from 
that  committee,  I  shall  oppose  my  humble  opinion 
and  voice  against  an  adjournment  before  Mr. 
Bdwards^s  arrival.  And  this  view  of  the  case 
appeals  most  strongly,  not  to  the  friends  of  the 
distinguished  person  who  stands  accused  before 
ns,  and  in  so  delicate  a  relation  to  this  House  and 
to  the  nation,  but  to  the  friends  of  Mr.  Edwards. 
What  will  be  the  consequence  if,  after  the  solemn 
decision  of  our  committee,  that  it  is  necessary  Mr. 
BdWards  should  be  brought  before  this  House,  we 
should  say  his  presence  is  entirely  unnecessary, 
and  that  a  reference  to  documentary  testimonv 
only  is  necessary?  If  such  be  the  fact,  why  is  it 
not  announced  to  the  House  from  the  proper 
source,  the  committee  which  sent  for  him?  It  is 
not  announced,  and  I,  therefore,  presume  that  the 
opinion  still  exists  that  Mr.  Edwards  ought  to  be 
here.  And,  whilst  this  is  the  fact,  we  shall  treat 
the  just  claims  of  this  high  officer  (the  Secretary 
of  the- Treasury)  with  worse  than  scorn  and  con- 
tumely, if,  after  having  sent  for  his  accuser,  we 
adjourn  before  he  comes,  and  deprive  the  accused 
of  the  opportunity  of  a  full  and  fair  investigation 
of  these  charges.  On  the  other  band,  what  have 
you  done?  Have  you  not,  to  a  certain  extent, 
endorsed  these  charges  ?  That  which  never  could 
have  stock  to  the  character  of  the  Secretary,  have 
you  not  fixed  there,  by  a  solemn  act,  in  recog- 
nising the  claim  of  these  charges  to  investigation? 
And  wil^  you  abandon  the  investigation,  and,  as 
far  as  you  can,  suffer  the  obloquy  to  remain  7  It 
has  been  said  that  it  is  due  to  both  these  high 
officers,  the  accuser  as  well  as  the  accused,  that 
this  investigation  should  not  be  closed  without 
waiting  for  Mr.  Edwards.  As  to  one  of  these 
persons.  Mr.  M.  said,  he  differed  from  the  gentle- 
man who  thus  said ;  because,  as  to  the  accuser,  he 
could  have  made  his  charges  at  any  time,  as  well 
as  when  he  did  make  them — and,  if  it  had  been 
absolutely  necessary  that  he  should  be  present 
during  the  investigation,  he  could  have  procured 
himself  the  opportunity  of  being  so,  without  the 
inviution  of  this  House,  He  selected  his  time; 
and,  near  the  close  of  the  session,  when  he  is  at  a 
distance  from  the  Seat  of  Government,  he  has 
preferred  to  present  his  charges.  We  have  par- 
tially sanctioned  those  charges  by  consenting  to 
investigate  them;  and  shall  we  submit  to  the 
bumiliating  constraction  of  abandoning  th^  in* 


qairy  by  adjourning  before  the  investigitioa  is 
closed  ?  To  try  the  sense  of  the  House  oq  the 
subject,  whether  it  is  prepared  to  act  Qpoo  its 

E resent  information,  he  moved, that  the  resolotioa 
e  on  the  table. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken  with- 
out debate,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  tbe 
negative. 

Mr.  Alexander  Smtth.  of  Vir^nia,  then  rose 
and  said  that  he  should  vote  for  adjourning  on  ibe 
31st  of  the  present  month.    He  should  not  be  in 
favor  of  waiting  till  that  day  for  tbe  arriul  of 
the  individual  who  had  been  sent  for,  and  the 
prosecution  of  tbe  inquiry  which  had  been  com- 
menced, were  that  to  be  the  sole  object.   Bat  be 
thought  that  the  time  of  the  House  might  be  fully 
and  usefully  occupied  in  business  of  a  public  and 
strictly  parliamentary  kind.    He  had  been  in- 
formed by  a  gentleman,  on  whose  accuracy,  io 
matters  pertaining  to  the  business  of  this  Hoose, 
he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  relying,  that  there  yet 
remained  as  many  as  ninety  oiils  and  thirtr  re- 
ports of  committees,  yet  unacted  upon,  or  only  ia 
part  attended  to.^  These  would  usefally  occooy 
the  time,  and  it  was  very  possible  that,  before  tbe 
day  he  bad  mentioned,  the  person  expected  migbt 
arrive.    He  thought  tne  j^entleman  from  Illioois 
mistaken  in  his  calculation  when  he  said  thit 
that  person  could  not  be  here  before  the  71s(  in- 
stant.   He  believed  that  the  journey  from  Loais- 
ville  to  this  city  might  be  accomplished  in  ten 
days ;  and,  in  that  case,  the  messei^er  might  re- 
turn by  the  24th  of  this  month.    He  considered 
the  House  bound  to  allow  a  reasooabfe  time  for 
the  arrival  of  the  person  whose  attesdance  it  bid 
required.    PubHc  opinion,  with  what  justice  i^e 
should  not  say,  would  set  down  every  iodiridotl 
of  this  House,  on  one  side  or  the  other,  iothii 
affair,  and  would  attribute  every  part  of  their 
conduQt  to  partiality  and  ^design.    It  was  tbe  doty 
of  the  House,' as  much  as  possible,  to  avoid  giving 
occasion'  for  such  reflections.    It  had  been  oi- 
jected  that  the  seeding  for  Mr.  Edwards  wis  only 
the  act  of  a  committee.    True :  but  that  commit- 
tee  received  its  authority  to  send  for  liim,  from 
this  Hoose ;  they^  have  reported  their  proceedings 
in  sending  for  him  to  this  House,  and  this  Hoose 
has  transmitted  those  proceedings  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States;  and  therebjr  given  to  ibe 
act  of  sending  for  him  every  sanction  which  the 
circumstances  would  admit.    The  accnset  hid 
made  a  variety  of  statements  in  relation  to  the 
ofllcer  accused ;  it  was  proper  that  he  shoqtd  be 
ppt  upon  his  oath,  and  cross-examined.   On  the 
whole,  considering  the  public  interest,  the  digoitf 
of  this  Hoose,  and  the  charaeter  and  public  sti* 
tion  oP  both  the  individuals  concerned,  he  comd 
not  consent  to  vote  for  an  earlier  day  than  the31it 
instant.  . 

Mr.  Webster  observed  that,  as  in  a  case  of 
fact  with  which  he  was  not  personally  aequaiot- 
ed,  he  most  rely  on  the  opinion  of  some  other  ptf- 
son,  he  thought  it  proper  to  uke,  as  his  bestgwde, 
the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  wb(^ 
being  an  inhabitant  of  that  part  of  the  mm 
through  which  the  person  sent  for  had  to  mrd, 
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was  to  be  presumed  best  acquainted  with  the 
probable  time  at  which  he  could  arrive.  That 
gentleman  declares  it  as  his  opinion  that  he  can- 
not be  in  this  city  before  the  30th  of  the  present 
month.  If  so,  the  31st  was,  of  all  days  in  the 
year,  the  most  improper  and  the  most  unlucky 
that  could  have  been  selected.  He  had  much 
rather  agree  to  an  .earlier  or  a  later  day.  The 
question  to  be  settled  was,  whether  the  House 
shall  wait  for  the  witness  who  had  been  summon- 
ed ?  If  it  determined  to  wait,  then  the  7th  or  8th 
of  June  would  be  the  earliest  period  which  it 
couldy  with  propriety,  ^x  for  adjournment  As  to 
the  expediency  or  mexpediency  of  waiting,  he 
meant  to  express  no  opinion,  far  less  to  represent 
that  of  the  investigating  committee.  It  was  agreed, 
on  all  hands,  that  the  (wdinary  legislative  business, 
which  (demanded  the  attention  of  the  House,  might 
be  got  through  with  by  the  2ith  or  25th  instant. 
If  the  House  did  QOt  choose  to  wait  for  Mr.  fid- 
wards,  he  presumed  one  of  those  days  would  be 
a  proper  one ;  if  it  did  choose  to  wait,  then  the 
7tn  or  8th  of  June  would  be.  the  proper  time.  At 
all  eventSi  he  considered  the  middle  ground  as  the 
worst, 

Mr.  Wabfiblo  reee  in  replv,  and  said  he  was 
Tery  sorry  that  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  should  consider  the  31st  day  of  the 
month  as. so  peculiarly  unlucky*  That  day,  he 
believed,  came  on  a  Monday.  If  it  had  fallen  on 
a  Frida^,  he  should  have  be^n  less  surprised  at 
the  opinion,  as  he  had  heard  Friday  called  the 
hangman's  day.  He  had  proposed  that  day,  on 
the  first  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ilhnois, 
that  Mr.  Edwards  would  probablv  arrive  on  the 
24th,  in  which  case  the  31st  would  leave  ample 
time  for  any  ezaminatioa  the  House  or  the  com- 
mittee might  require.  That  the  House  can  get 
through  with  the  legM>]ative  business  by  the  24th, 
was  mere  matter  of  opinion.  An  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virffinia,  on  whose  minute  attention 
to  the  business  of  this  House  he  had  ^en  in  the 
habit  of  relying,  had  just  told  the  House  that  it  had 
business  enough  to  occupy  its  attention  till  the 
31st  of  the  month ;  in  which  case,  he  did  not  see 
how  that  could  be  considered  as  an  <*  unlucky" 
day,  or  as  "  middle  ground.'?  *  It  was  true,  tne 
House  itself  had  not  sent  for  the  individual,  but 
its  resolution  had  empoweied  a  committee  of  its 
own  members  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  No 
farther  act  of  authority  was  needed,  and  the  House 
had  sanctioned  the  act  of  the  committee  so  far  as 
it  could  do  so. 

It  was  urged  thkt  the  personal  testimony  of  this 
witness  was  not  material ;  that  he  had  rerarred  to 
documentary  evidence  for  every  part  of  his  charges, 
and  that  none  other  was  requisite.  If  this  was 
the  fact,  the  House  need  sit  no  longer;  and,  if  the 
committee  of  investigation  will  report  that  fact  to 
this  House,  he  would  vote  for  a  speedy  adjourn- 
ment. But  he  considered  the  argument  as  un- 
satisfactory. No^ueh  fad  had  bm  reported-  by 
that  committee.  On  the  contrary,  they  had  them* 
selres  sent  for  this  witness.  He  viewed  the  re{Ni' 
tation  of  all  parties  as  involved,  and  he  heartily 
asaeated  to  the  sentiment  that,  let  the  result  strike 
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where  it  may,  the  investigation  should  proceed. 
He  trusted  the  House  would  persevere,  as  he 
thought  they  could  not,  with  propriety,  retrace 
their  steps. 

Mr.  Cook  said,  in  rising,  that  he  had  not  taJsen 
the  floor  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  fixing  on  any 

Srticular  day  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House, 
e  was  disposed  to  think  .that,  ftata  the  course 
this  business  had  taken,  the  presence  of  the  person 
sent  for  might  be  material  to  the  accused,  and  to 
the  other  party  also.  The  House  having  so  far 
acted  aa  to  recognise  the  propriety  of  sending  for 
Mr.  Edwards,  it  appeared  proper,  with  regard  td 
consistency  of  conduct,  tnat  the  House  should 
wait  for  his  arrival.  What  he  more  particularly 
rose  for,  was  to  reply  to  some  remarks  of  the 
member  from  North  Carolina.  As  (said  Mr.  C«) 
no  member  of  the  House  appears  disposed  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  in  regard  to  the  merits  of  th0 
matter  now  before  the  committee 'of  investisatioii, 
I  was  some  little  surprised  that  the  bontotble  gen^ 
tlemisn  should  vulture  or  think  it  necessarv  to-ex- 
press  an  opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  the  claim  of 
either  party  concerned  to  he  heard  before  this 
House,  or  contest  the  claim  of  one  part^  as  he  did^ 
when  he  intimated  that  the  situation  of*^ the  atMcnt 

Strty  claimed  no  indulgence  at  the  bands  of  the 
ouse  The  honorable  member  spoke  of  the  tima 
of  preferring  the  charges,  and  said,  in  substance, 
that  other  and  previous  times  might  have  been 
selected,  and,  not  baring  beeii,  that  party  bad  no 
claim  on  the  consideratKm  of  the  House.  It  i)s  to 
cofrect  this  statement  only  that  I  have  risen,  for 
my  honest  wish  was,  and  is,  not  to  indulge  in 
feeling  in  regard  to  this  matter  until  I  see  some« 
thing  which  is  in  my  opinion  calculated  to  place 
in  an  unfair  light  the  facts  respecting  this  eontro* 
versy,  and  then  the  relation  in  which  I  stand  to 
the  House,' to  the  country,  and  to  the  party*  which 
has  preferred  these  charges,  would  require  me  to 
correct  such  erroneous  statements ;.  and  for  this 
purpose  I  now  rise.  I  will  state,  the  circum* 
stances  of  this  case,  in  a  preliminary  point  of 
view,  without  attempting  to  state  what  will  be  its 
ultimate  result.  It  is  known  to  this  House  that  a 
report  was  made  by  the  Treasury  Department  to 
this  House  on  the  22d  of  March.  That  report 
impugned  the  reracity,  and  of  course  impeached 
the  character  of  Mr.  Edwards.  Upon  the  face  of 
the  docun^ent  iu^lf,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  and  I  be* 
lieve  it  can  be  ineontestably  proved,  that  it  wia 
that  report  which  elicited  the  Address  of  Mr.  RA*^ 
wards  to  this  House.  But,  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  says  that  a  previous,  time  jnight 
bave  been  selected  for  it.    Let  me  remind  the 

Srntleman,  who  was  not  a  member  of  the  last 
ongress,  that  this  House  did  then  undertake  to 
investigate  a  part  of  this  subject  There  is  noth* 
ing,  upon  the  ^ound  of  his  silence  upon  this  sub- 
ject, that  can  m  any  deme  justly  prejudice  Mr. 
Edwards's  standing  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
individual  whose  conduct  he  has  arraigirad.   They 


*  li  may  be  preper  for  the  due  understanding  of 
psMMge,  and  of  others  in  the  debate,  to  sute  that  Mr. 
Ceok  is  the  son4ii'law  of  Mr.  fidwaids. 
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both  st^nd  on  the  samt  groand.  The  individual 
who  has  sent  this  memorial  to  Congress,  has  his 
reputation  assailed ;  and,  in  the  course  of  the  ar- 
gument of  his  memorial,  he  goes  on  to  show  that 
Sie  foundation  is  not  solid — and  this  argument  he 
addresses  to  this  House,  to  whom  the  report  in 
aoestion  was  made.  These  individuals,  there- 
fore^  ought  both  to  be  considered  as  standing  on 
the  same  ground.  Let  justice  be  done  to  them ; 
let  the  truth  be  disclosed ;  and,  nearly  as  I  stand 
in  relation  to  one  of  them,  I  am  willing  to  see 
justice  done,  and  the  sharp  edge  of  truth  cat 
whomsoever  shall  come  in  the  way  of  it.  It  is 
not  just — it  is  not  consistent  with  the  nature  of 
the  discussion  this  morning,  to  express  opinions  to 
the  prejudice  of  one  or  the  other  of  these  individ- 
uals. I  have  myself  abstained  from  doing  so,  and 
trust  I  shall  continue  to  abstain,  having  risen  now 
only  to  correct  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  incor* 
lect  in  the  view  which  had  been  taken  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Taylor  here  required  the  previous  ques- 
tion, but  the  House  refused  to  sustam  the  call. 

Mr.  Mangum  then  replied  to  Mr.  Cook.  He 
said  be  could  not  but  exceedingly  regret  that  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  should  liave  misconceived 
the  remarks  which  he  had  made.  If  I  understood 
myself,  if  the  House  understood  me,  and  I  beg  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  now  distinctly  to  under- 
stand roe,  I  expressed  this  opinion :  that  the  situa- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  at  this 
time  one  of  peculiar  delicacy,  as  it  relates  to  his 
standing  towards  the  American  people;  that,  these 
charges  having  been  preferred  at  this  late  period 
of  the  session,  and  the  House  of  Representatives 
having  instituted  an  inquiry  into  them,  it  behooved 
the  House  to  prosecute  this  inquiry  to  a  close.  I 
did  draw  a  distinction,  and  I  believe  that  every 

S^ntleman  in  this  House  who  is  unconnected  witn 
e  parties  in  point  of  feeling,  will  sustain  me  in 
it,  between  the  relative  situation  of'  the  parties. 
This  is  not  as  interesting  a  matter  to  the  accuser 
as  to  the  accused.  The  personal  attendance  of 
the  former  is  in  nowise  necessary,  unless  he  is  in 
turn  assailed,  and  he  desires  a  suspension  of  opin- 
ion until  he  can  be  heard.  Were  these  charj^es 
referred  to  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
Mr.  Edwards?  Is  it  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
whether  he  is  guilty  or  not  guilty  that  this  com- 
mittee has  been  instituted  ?  I  had  understood  to 
the  contrary,  and  I  regret  that  the  gentleman 
should  be  so  fastidious  on  the  occasion — on  an 
occasion  on  which  he  professes  not  to  have  anj 
feeling,  and,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  has  none.  It  is 
because  this  committee  is  raised,  not  to  try  Mr. 
Bdwards^^upon  whose  merits  I  expressly  disavow 
having  formed  any  opinion,  and  much  less  would 
I  now  express  any,  if  I  bad  formed  one-^but  to 
try  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury,  that  he  is  moat 
interested  in  it.  It  is  due  to  consistency — ^it  is  due, 
if  I  may  say  so,  to  an  honorable  course,  not  to  aban- 
don this  inquiry  after  having  instituted  it.  Upon 
this  subject,  I  hope  my  course  has  appeared  per- 
fectly correct  in  the  estimation  of  every  gentleman 
in -the  House,  the  one  from  Illinois  excepted.  I 
mean  not  to  throw  myself  into  the  arena  as  tha ! 


partisan  of  any  man.  If  a  blow  is  to  fall,  let  it 
light  on  the  right  one,  fall  where  it  may.  Tite 
public  mind  is  excited  by  this  subject.  All  eir- 
cumstances  call  upon  us  to  pursue  the  investiga- 
tion ;  and,  if  I  were  a  political  eoemy  of  the 
individual  accused  before  us,  I  should  feel  mjsdf 
bound  to  prosecute  the  investigation  whilst  bii 
friends  claimed  it.  And  if  when  it  is  brought  to 
a  close,  the  accuser  cannot  substantiate  hischargv; 
if  the  mow  fall  on  him,  and  he  stagger  iioder  it, 
it  will  not  have  been  aimed  at  him  eitlier  hj  this 
House  or  others.  If  it  fall  on  the  Secretary,  it 
will  be  because  it  was  aimed  at  him :  and,  wbik 
he  claims  a  trial ;  whilst  his  friends  claim  i 
thorouffb  investigation  of  these  charffes,  shall  wf 
refuse  him  a  riffht  which  is  due  to  the  vilest  eal- 
prit  in  the  land  ?  I  hope,  sir,  I  shall  be  understood, 
when  I  expressly  disavow  appearing  here  ai  the 
partisan  or  any  lM>dy.  I  am  only  the  bumble  d^ 
fender  of  .what  I  consider  to  be  due  to  the  char- 
acter of  this  House,  to  the  individual  charged,  aid 
to  a  just  respect  to  the  people  whom  we  represat 
Mr.  FoRSTTB^  of  Georgia,  said,  he  entirelj  cot- 
ourred  in  the  opinion  that,  granting  all  somcieit 
time  for  the  arrival  and  examination  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, the  House  miffht  be  able  to  adjonra  bf  the 
7th  day  of  June,  and  ne  proposed  that  day  accord- 
ingly. It  was  due  to  the  character  of  this  House 
that  it  should  remain  here  till  that  time,  ereo  at 
great  expense,  and  great  personal  sacrifice.  He 
adverted  to  the  necessity  of  acting  ob  this  ease 
with  precision  and  on  mature  reflectioo,  that  im- 
proper conclusions  may  not  be  drawn,  as  to  tbe 
motives  which  govern  the  House  in  its  course, 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States.  This  loemo- 
rul  of  Mr.  -fidwards,  said  Mr.  F.,  bears  date  tlie 
6th  of  April,  and,  by  due  course  of  tbe  mail,  shoold 
have  arrived  here  on  the  10th  day  of  that  noDth. 
The  first  information  which  the  House  had  of  the 
existence  of  this  packet,  was  on  tbe  19th  of  April; 
and,  by  a  singular  coincidence,  that  was  therer| 
day  when  the  Senate,  fixed  upon  a  day  for  ilw 
adjournment  of  the  two  Houses.  The  House  of 
Representatives,  with  a  feeling  which  a  teose  of 
justice  was  calculated  Co  inspire,  instituted  a  coin- 
mittee  to  Investigate  the  subject,  and  clothed  it 
wiih  power  to  send  •for  persons  and  papers.  Oa 
the  21st,  a  resolution  was  submitted  byme,  vhich 
was  not  agreed  to,  to  communicate  the  fact  to  the 
Executive.  On  another  day,  a  nearly  similv 
resolution  was  offered  by  another  gentlemaa.  Ob 
the  32d^  the  committee  reported  a  part  of  their 
proceedings,  and  advised  this  House  thatifaeyhad 
ordered  the  messenger  of  the  House  to  pursue 
Mr.  Edwards,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  hirii  before 
them.  This  messenger  left  the  City  of  Washiof- 
ton  on  the  24th.  To  make  the  greater  speed,  be 
nassed  by  Baltimore^  under  (he  absurd  preteit  that 
he  was  liable  to  be  mterrupted  in  his  jonrney  by 
the  usage  of  the  stage  office  giving  preference  lo 
other  passengers,  as  if  it  were  possible  for  any 
stage-coach  usage  lo  arrest  the  messenc^  of  tba 
House.  He  went  down  the  river  from  Wheeliagi 
and  arrived  at  Louisville  on  the  3d ;  and  we  are 
now  informed  that  it  is  impossible  he  can  amre 
here  before  the  4th  of  next  month.    In  what  at- 
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uation,  air,  shall  we  be  placed  if  this  iDVestigatioo 
be  suspeoded;  if  the  House  adjooras  without 
waiting  for  .this  individual?  What  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  addcess  in  which  the  charges  have  been 
preferred  ?  To  defend  the  reputation  of  the  late 
Senator  from  Illinois  ?  To  defend  himself !  How  1 
By  accusation  of  another  ?  It^is  not  worth  while 
to  mince  matters  in  a  case  of  this  kind.  It  is  im- 
possible for  any  indiridualT 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  here  rose,  with 
permission  of  Mr.  Forsyth^  to  explain,  that  the 
messengeF  of  the  House,  in  going  by  Baltimore, 
bad  acted  by  the  advice  of  others  who  knew,  by 
experience,  that  it  was  the  surest  ronte,  with  a 
Tiew  to  expedition. 

Mr.  Forsyth  disclaimed  any  intention  to  blame 
the  messenger,  haviog  no  doubt  he  had  acted  upon 
advice  and  information  of  others — there  certaiqly 
was  a  dav  lost  by  his  taking  that  route.  Mr.  F. 
resumed  nis  argument,  it  is  impossible,  said  he, 
for  any  member  of  the  House  to  read  this  address* 
to  bebeve  that  the  object  of  the  person  making 
the  charges  was  to  punish  the  individual  charged, 
tbrough  the  agency  of  the  powers  of  this  House. 
My  own  impressions  are,  tbat  the  individual  ex- 
pected that  his  address  would  be  printed,  under 
the  sanction  of  this  House,  and  that  no  further 
notice  would  be  taken  of  it ;  and  that  it  would  be 
the  foundation  for  assailing  the  reputation  of  the 
individual  whom  he  aiccuses,  through  the  ensuing 
Summer — for  what  purpose,  every  l^dy  can  under- 
stand. •  This  object  has  been  disappointed,  by 
the  investigation  which  the  House  bad  ordered. 
In  lustice  to'ihe  individual  whose  conduct  is  as- 
sailed— I  speak  not  of  him  as  an  officer  ;.  not  of  the 
pmrity  of  bis  character,  and  the  integrity  of  his 
conduct,  which  I  believe  to  be,  in  truth,  his  only 
reproach— ^but  of  his  pretensions  to  the  first  office 
in  the  gift  of  the  people — this  investigation  should 
be  fully  prosecuted,  unle^  this  House  means  to 
make  itself  a  party  in  the  projects  of  the  individ- 
ual who  has  addressed  it.  A  portion  of  the  charges 
contained  in  his  address  have  been  rung  through 
the  country  these  twelve  months  past,  or  more, 
without  enect.  A  part  of  them  have  been  inves- 
tigated in  this  Hall,  to  the  utter  confusion  of  the 
assailants  of  the  Secretary.  What  is  the  object 
of  the  address  which  now  embodies  them?  Un- 
questionably, to  give  to  them  an  artificial  import- 
ance, to  put  a  stamp  of  credit  on  what  had  been 
already  condemned  by  the  people.  And  by  whom 
is  this  investigation  carried  on  ?  I  mean  to  excite 
no  unpleasant  feeling  in  the  mind  of  any  g:en tie- 
man  in  this  Hall ;  but  it  is  proper,  in  coming  to 
the  determination  which  we  are  to  make  on  the 
question  now  before  us,  that  all  things  should  be 
considered,  which  bear  upon  it.  It  is  known  that 
there  were,  at  the  commencement  of  this  session, 
^ve  individuals  presented  to  this  House  as  candid 
dates  for  their  favor  and  that  of  the  people,  for  the 
Presidential  office.  It  is  known  that  a  majority 
of  this  House  is  favorable  to  the  claims  of  the  four 
other  candidates  in  opposition  to  the  claims  of  the 
rema  inin^  one«  It  is  by  this  House,  thus  disposed, 
that  thb  investigation  has  been  instituted.  What 
will  be  the  inference,  if  these  charges  lire  left  in 


suspens^  by  the  adjournment  of  this  House  t  I 
ask  gentlemen. to  consider,  what  will  be  the  efifeet 
of  such  a  course  ?  I  am  sure  sir,  that  there  is  no 
member  of  this  House  who  is  desirous  to  do  injns- 
tice  to  the  individual  in  question ;  but  I  put  it  to 
every  member  of  this  House,  whether  he  does  not 
at  least  leave  a  '*  loop  to  hang  a  doubt  upon''  if  he 
agrees  by  his  vote  to  an  adjournment  before  Mr. 
Edwards  arrives.  All  that  is  wanted  is,  tbat  the 
individual  sent  for  should  be  brought  here,  and 
questioned—::*'  What  have  you  more  to  say  ?  What 
"are  these  defensive  accusations  which  yon  talk 
about  as  having  in  reserve  ?''  A  single  hour,  af- 
ter his  arrival,  will  suffice  for  his  answers  to  these 
simple  interrogatories^  It  is  doe  to  the  nature  of 
the  subject,  that  we  should  wait  for  the  arrival  of 
Mr.  Edwards.  As  it  is  stated,  that  there  is  reason 
to  believe  he  may  he  here  by  the  30th  of  the  month, 
and  seven  days  will  be  sufficient  for  every  possible 
allowance  of  time  for  his  examination,  and  a  re- 
port by  the  committee,  and  decision  by  the  House 
upon  it,  I  am  in  favor  of  fixing  on  tne  7th  June 
as  the  day  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  Cook  said,  it  must  be  painful,  it  coold  not 
but  be  painful,  to  a  dignified  and  ^enlightened 
body,  whose  duty  it  was  most  solemnly  to  decide 
upon  the  me^ts  of  the  matter  before  the  commit- 
tee of  investigation,  to  see,  upon  an  incidental 
discussion  of  this  description,  the  motives  of  indi- 
viduals misrepresented,  and  erroneous  stateihenta 
made,  either  irom  improper  views,  or  because  the 
facis  were  not  correctly  understood.  The  honor* 
able  gentleman  from  Georgia,  said  he,  has  stated 
his  belief  as  to  the  motive  of  the  individnal  who 
lately  transmitted  an  address  to  this  House,  which; 
he  has  ascribed  to  motives,  at  which,  if  true,  every 
honorable  mind  ought  to  revolt.  lie  stated,  that 
the  memorial  was  presented,  not  with  the  hopje 
of  bringing  on  an  investigation,  but  to  have  it 
printed  without  being  investigated :  -If  I  have  mis- 
understood the  gentlemen,  he  will  correct  me — 
[Mr.  FoRSYTfl  said,  the  gentleman  understands 
me  correctly.]  I  am  not  now,  nor  at  any  other 
time,  if  I  can  avoid  it,  about  to  give  any  opinion 
as  to  the  merits  of  this  cootroversy — but  let  (he 
language  of  the  memorial  speak  for  itself.  In 
the  18(0  page  of  it,  the  memorialist  states  that, 
under  calls  for  information  respecting  the  illicit 
introduction  of  slaves  into  the  United  States,  in- 
formation called  for  by  the  House  had  been  witb- 
held,  and  says,  in  making  the  statement,  **  I  chal- 
lenge investigation."  Andj  at  the  conclusion  of 
his  memorial,  he  says,  that,  if  his  chargeii  are 
made  in  malice  or  in  falsehood,  it  is  a  misde- 
meanor that  would  prove  bim  unworthy  of  the  of- 
fice he  holds,  and  expremly  invites  the  Secretary, 
or  his  friends,  to  make  the  charge  against  him. 
Language  like  this,  said  Mr.  C,  is  in  direct  re- 
pugnance to  the  idea  that  he  wishes  to  shrink 
from  fn-  investigation  of  his  charges,  and  that  he 
merely  wished  to  afford  food  for  the  newspapers 
during  the  recess  of  Congress.  Whether  it  be 
true  or  not,  I  ask  whether  it  is  proper  for  a  member 
of  this  House,  wbo  is  to  pass  upon  this  case  bo- 
fore  Ghod  and  man,  to  express  so  decided  an  opin- 
ion, which  would  go  to  stamp  infamy  upon  one 
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of  the  parties  in  this  controvenj.  I  ask  Whether 
this  is  consistent  with  the  dieaifled  attitude  which 
we  ought  to  occupy.  The  honorable  gentleman 
had  better  wait  for  his  opinions  until  the  report 
from  the  committee  be  made,  for  that  committee, 
able  and  honest  as  he  beliered  them  to  be,  would 
present  nothing  but  the  truth  in  their  report. 
Then  is  the  time  to  express  such  an  opinion,  if 
the  facts  shall  warrant  it ;  and,  sorely  as  I  shall 
regret  it,  on  account  of  the  jparticular  relation  in 
which  I  stand  to  that  indi?idual.  let  the  power 
of  tru^h  be  brought  upNon  hkn — if  it  be  sufficient 
to  crush  him,  if  due  to  justice,  and  the  character  of 
the  country,  let  it  be  so.  I  will  not  undertake  to  ex- 
wets  an  opinion,  as  to  the  merits  of  the  Secretary— 
I  will  wait  until  the  facts  shall  come  in  solemn 
form  before  us — ^in  that  form  which  shall  justify 
tts  in  expressing  an  opinion  thereupon,  before  this 
House  and  the  nation.  If  malice  be  proved,  let 
the  seal  of  reprobation  be  stamped  upon  the  au- 
thor of  the  address.  Sincerely  as  I  should  lament 
it,  my  duty  to  myself  and  to  my  country  would 
oblige  me  to  express  the  truth  upon  the  evidence 
before  us. 

Mr.  FoRSTTBsaid,  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
was  not  well  acquainted  with  the  i^ddress,  or  he 
would  not  have  put  upon  it  the  construction  which 
he  had  :  for  the  author  of  it  expressly  says,  after 
making  various  charges  against  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  "  I  do  not  ask  for  an  investigation  of 
his  conduct ;''  and  yet,  with  this  staring  us  in  th^ 
ftice,  the  gentleman  tells  us  that  the  object  of  the 
address  was  an  investigation  I  Whether  the  opin- 
ion I  have  formed  of  the  motives  of  the  addresser 
be  just  or  not,  is  for  the  House  and  the  country 
to  judge.  It  has  been  formed  from  a  fair  and 
simple  view  of  the  facts.  The  conclusion  appears 
to  my  mind,  and  muit  be  to  every  prejudiced 
mind,  irresistible.  Whether  I  am  disqualified  by 
this  opinion,  forced  upon  me  by  facts  universally 
known,  from  passing  upon  this  base,  it  is  not  fbr  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  to  undertake  to  deter- 
mine. 

I  have  never  mingled  in  this  transaction :  fky 
opinion  is  formed  from  what  has  appeared  pdb- 
Itely  in  this  House,  and  from  the  documents  be- 
fore us;  /  know  nothing  further  of  this  transac- 
tion. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  VirginiB,  observed,  that  there 
was  by  no  means  that* necessity  for  the  arrival  and 
personal  presence  of  Mr.  Edwards,  which  seemed 
10  be  supposed.  Since  sending  for  him,  the  com- 
mittee had  investigated  farther  into  the  facts  of 
the  case,  an^J.  he  believed,  they  were  in  circum- 
stances to  make  a  report  satisfactory  to  themselves 
and  to  this  House.  In  the  meanwhile  it  was  very 
possible  that  that  gentleman  may  come  from 
Louisville  in  ten  days.  He  could  not  think  it 
needfiil  for  the  House  to  sit  here  till  the  8th  of 
June.  Should  he  not  come  even  till  the  30th,  the 
House  can,  in  that  case,  give  its  powers  to  a  com- 
mittee, and  the  committee  may  sit  during  the  re- 
cess; at  all  events  he  conld  not  apptove  the  pres- 
ent proposition,  and  must  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  he  con- 
eurred  with  his  colleague  (Mr.  WsBaTBa}  ia  the 


opinion  that,  if  the  inquirv  which  has  been  com- 
menced is  to  be  prosecuted,  the  session  most,  ne- 
cessarily, be  protracted  at  least  to  the  most  distant 
day  yet  named.  But,  as  he  was  of  opiaion  thit 
no  measures  were  to  grow  out  of  that  investigf 
tion  direetly  affecting  either  of' the  parties,  be 
thought  it  might  safely  be  committed  to  the  bar 
of  public  opinion.  Let  the  people  Investigate-^ 
they  would  investigate  the  case,  and  the  jrablie 
voice  will  pronounce  upon  the  parties  at  issue. 
On  this  ground  he  was  in  favor  of  the  earliest  daf 
named,  which  was  Monday  the  24th.  From  wbat 
bad  already  been  manifested,  in  the  course  of  the 
present  debate,  it  must  be  easy  to  see  what  colli- 
sions of  feeling  will  be  the  result,  if  the  diseosslon 
is  to  be  pursued  on  this  floor.  Who  coaid  set 
limits  to  that  discussion  ?  He  did  not  metn  to 
impugn  the  motives  of  honorable  gentlemeB— be 
did  not  doubt  the  purity  of  their  intentions,  fitit 
we  are  human  beings — we  have  passions  and  pre- 
judices which  would  miugle  with  the  opersiiott 
of  our  judgment.  *  The  American  people  irotil4 
approach  the  subject  with  greater  calmness— tbef 
were  not  in  the  same  atmosphere  which  sarroanded 
the  members  of  this  House,  and  he  was  for  lear- 
iag  it  to  their  decision.  - 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  of  Virginfa,  rose,  not  to 
engage  in  the  debate,  but  to  suggest,  with  gtat 
deference,  that  the  opinion  of  every  gentleman 
must,  before  this  time,  be  made  op  as  to  the  proper 
time  fbr  terminating  the  session,  and  to  entreat 
that  the  question  might  be  taken  without  forther 
debate. 

Mr.  Mercer  rose  to  state  the  ground  on  wbicb 
he  should  now  vote.  He  had  distinctly  Appealed 
to  the  committee  to  know  whether  they  woaU 
consider  the  testimony  of  the  individual  wbo  has 
been  sent  for  material  to  the  investigation  before 
them.  I  have  not  investigated  these  charges  mf- 
seif,  said  he.  The  ground  of  them  are  to  m  fbaad 
in  four  volumes  of  documents  which  I  hare  not 
had  time  to  examine.  Upon  the  silence  of  tbe 
commitnee,  in  answer  to  my  distinct  application 
to  them,  I  shall  consider  the  testinoaf  of  that 
witness  not  material,  and  shall,  therefore^  rote 
against  a  late  day  of  adjournment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filing  on  the 
7th  day  of  June,  and  decided  in  the  ne^jatire. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  day 
of  June,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  9(^to75. 

The  resolution  Was  then'  made  blank. 

Mr.  8A.ONDBR8,  of  North  Carolina,  declared  that 
he  had  voted  for  the  latest  day,  and  for  the  1st 
June ;  but  as  the  House  appeared  to  be  determioed 
not  to  allow  time  for  Mr.  Edwards  to  arrive,  be 
should  now  vote  for  the  earliest  day  proposed. 

After  a  few  obserirations,  from  Mr.  Campbell, 
of  Ohio,  who  proposed  and  advocated  an  ai^ouni* 
ment  on  the  32d,  and  from  Mr.  Ross,  in  farorof 
the  27th  instant,  the  question  was  taken  on  fiilio; 
the  blank  with  that  day  and  agreed  to,  101  votet 
to  73. 

Thus  amended,  the  resolution  was  passed,  aod 
returned  to  the  Senate,  who  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 
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Mr.  MgLamb,  of  Deifriviire,  from  the  Conmiit- 
tee  of  Wajrs  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
the  atqeDdment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  J.  Ottramare,  reported  their  disagreement 
to  tha  same ;  and  the  foestion  being  taken,  Will 
the  House  concur  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means?  it  was  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mn  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  which  was  referred  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S. 
Moffit,  reported  their  agreement  to  the  said  amend- 
ment, which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House* 

Mr.  McLamb,  of  Delaware,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H. 
Uowland,  of  New  York,"  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
tttled  "An  act  for  tlie  relief  of  Alexander  Mc- 
Nair;**  reported  the  same,  with  an  amendment; 
and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  inform- 
ing the  House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  acts  of 
the  following  titles,  to  wit:  ''An  act  to  enable  the 
President  to  hold  treaties  with  the  Indian  ttibes, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  lind,  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  when  com- 
mitted in  any  navy  yard,  fort,  arsenal,  magazine, 
d<»ck-yard,  lighthouse,  or  other  plaee  belonging  to 
the  United  States;"  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House. 

The  joint  resolution  autho^zing  thepurehase 
of  636  copiea  of  the  Journals  jof  the  Old  Congress, 
from  1774  to  1788,  was  read  a  third  time,  and, 
after  some  conveiuation  between  Messrs.  Tatm>r, 
and  FoRflrvTH,  it  was  passed*— ayes  87,  noes  40. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P.  P.  Babbour,  the  House 
again  took  up  the  bill  "  for  establishing  a  Territo- 
rial government  in  Florida." 

Mr.  Call  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the  salary 
of  the  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  with  $2,000. 

Mn  Taylob  opposed  the  motion  for  $2,000,  and 
moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  $1,500. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Call,  , 
and  Babbodb,  and  carrled^yeas  04,-  nays  56. 

Mr*  Taylor  offered  a  farther  amendment,  to 
atrike  out  $500  as  the  salary  of  the  District  Attor-. 
Bey,  and  insert  "  the  same  salary  as  is  provided  by 
law  for  the  District  Attocney  or  the  State  of  Kea- 
tncky.^  The  motion  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
Bays  as  follows — yeas  77,  nays  62. 

Mr.  Call  ofered  an  amendment  to  the  fourth 
section  of  the  bill,  which  was  adopted,  and  ibe 
bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  CAMBBELBMa  moved  to  take  op  the  bill  in 
relation  to  the  accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 
Nesatived. 

Mr.  F.  JoBMsoN  moved  to  take  up  the  Post  Of- 
fice bill.  This  motion  was  carried,  and  the  House 
aeain  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bul  to  discontinue  certain  post  roads,  and  to  estab- 


lish others.  A  gf^at  nutsber  of  amendments  were 
made  to  this  bin ;  a  ibng  list  of  new  post-  routes 
were  sffreed  to,  and  a  few  unproduetire  routes, 
of  small  iroportanee,  were  stricken  out. 

Mr.  F.  JoliirsoM  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

'<  Be  it  further  enaeied,  That  the  sum  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated, 
and  made  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, to  aid  in  defraying  the  expense  of  transporting 
the  mails ;  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury, not  otherwise  appropriated.*' 


The  amendment  was  rejected. 
Several  farther  alterations  were 


whta 


made; 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

PIRACY  IN  THE  WEST  INDIES. 

Mr.  PoiNSBTT,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Afiairs,  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Pre- 
sident's Message  as  relates  to  "  piracies,  by  which 
our  commerce  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  island 
of  Cuba  has  been  afflicted,*'  and  to^the  "  depreda- 
tions which  have  been  committed  on  the  lawful 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  under  other  pre- 
tences, and  other  color,  in  the  neighboring  island 
of  Porto  Rico,"  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was 
read,  and  laid  vipon  the  table.  The  report  is  as 
follows: 

That  the  prompt  and  energetic  measures  adopted 
by  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  their  last  ses- 
sion, seconded  by  the  zeal  and  enterprise  of  the  offi- 
cers intrusted  with  the  coipmand  of  the  light  squadron 
destined  to  suppress  piracy  in  the  West  Indies  and 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  have  succeeded  in  putting  a  stop 
to  the  piracies  by  which  our  commerce  had  been  af- 
fiict^d  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  as 
far  as  a  foreign  force,  unaided  by  the  public  authori- 
ties of  the  island,  could  succeed  in  accomplishing  thif 
object. 

These  piracies  had  been  continued  for  years,  under 
the  immediate  observation  of  the  Oovernment  of  the 
island  of  Cuba,  which,  as  well  as  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, has  been  repeatedly  and  ineffectually  required 
to  suppress  them.  Many  of  them  have  been  coA- 
mitted  by  boats,  which  remained  concealed  in  the 
harbors  and  under  the  head  land,  until  they  discov- 
ered their  prey,  which  they  captured,  plundered,  and 
destroyed  upon  the  shores  of  the  island.  When  pur- 
sued by  a  superior  force,  the  pirates  have  escaped  to 
the  shore ;  and  our  commanders  have  been  refused 
permission  to  land  in  pursuit  of  them,  even  on.  the 
desert  and  uninhabited  parts  of  the  island. 

It  appears,  from  the  most  respectable  testimony, 
that  these  atrocious  robberies  were  committed  by  per- 
sons well  known  in  Havana  and  in  Regla,  where  thay 
were  organized  into  a  band;  and  that  the  traffic  in 
their  plunder  was  carried  on  openly  ;  that  they  were 
sometimes  committed  by  vessels  equipped  at  Havana 
and  at  Regla ;  and  that  they  cautiously  avoided  mo- 
lesting Spanish  vessels,  but  attacked,  without  discrim- 
ination, the  defenceless  vessels  of  all  other  nations. 

The  present  Captain  General  of  the  island  of  Cuba 
has  acted  with  great  courtesy  towards  our  commander 
and  officers  engaged  on  this  service,  and  has  co-oper- 
ated with  them,  by  arresting  the  pirates  who  haa  es- 
caped to  the  shore,  nor  haa  he  complained  when  our 
officers  have  found  it  necessary  to  pursue  them,  and 
to  break  up  their  haunts  on  the  desert  and  nnfre- 
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qnentod  keys  that  sarroand  the  islAiid.  In  no  caM» 
however,  within  our  knowledge,  where  pirates  heve 
been  seised  by  the  aolhorities  of  the  islvid,  hsve  th^ 
been  brought  to  thatpanishoieot  their  crimef  merited; 
•nd  those  who^  are  well  known  to  have  fitted  out  pi- 
ratical cruisers,  and  to  have  sold  their  plunder  with 
the  Utmost  notoriety,  are  suffered  to  remain  in  Havana 
and  Regis,  in  the  unmolested  enjoyment  of  the  fruits 
of  their  crimes.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  Brit- 
ish and  American  squadrons  in  those  seas  may  repress 
piracy,  so  long  as  they  continue  cruising  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  island ;  but  there  is  reason  to  appre- 
hend, that,  on  their  removal,  similar  outrages  on  our 
commerce  will  be  renewed.  In  the  opinion  of  your 
oommittee,  phraey  ean  only  be  effectually  suppressed 
by  the  Gk^vemment  of  Spain,  and  by  the  authorities 
of  the  island  ti&ing  the  necefsary  measures  to  prevent 
piratical  vessels  or  boats  from  being  equipped  or  sail- 
ing from  any  part  of  the  island,  and  to  apprehend 
and  punish  every  description  of  outlaws,  as  well 
these  who  actually  commit  acts  of  piracy,  as  those 
who  leceive  and  traflic  in  goods  plundered  on  the  high 


The  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  the  island 
of  Cuba,  superior  to  that  with  Spain  and  all  its  other 
dependencies,  and  fully  equal  to  that  with  France, 
claims  in  a  peculiar  manner  the  protection  of  Govern- 
ment. The  safety  of  that  commerce  requires  that  the 
Government  of  Spain  should  be  urged  to  adopt  prompt 
and  vigorous  measures,  effectually  to  suppress  piracy 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  island,  and  to  oo-operate 
with  the  maritime  Powers  most  interested  in  effecting 
this  object ;  and,  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that, 
ibr  the  protection  of  this  important  commerce,  and  of 
the  persons  and  property  of  our  fellow-citizens,  when 
in  tbe  ports,  of  the  island,  the  residence  of  consuls,  or 
amhoriaed  commercial  agents  of  the  United  States,  at 
these  places,  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  ought  to  be 
insisted  upon. 

Privateers,  distinguished  from  pirates  only  by  com- 
missions of  most  equivocal  character,  from  Spanish 
ofllcera  whose  authority  to  issue  them  has  never  been 
shown,  have  been  equipped  in  the  island  of  Porto  Ri- 
60,  and  have  committed  outrages  and  depredations 
upon  the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States ;  outrages,  which  no  commission  could 
divest  of  their  piratical  character.  With  no  other  na- 
val force  than  a  frigate,  a  brig,  and  a  schooner,  they 
presumed  to  declare  a  blockade  of  more  than  twelve 
hundred  miles  of  coast  To  this  violation  of  all  the 
rights  of  neutrality,  they  added  the  absurd  pretension 
of  interdicting  the  peaceable  commerce  of  other  na- 
tiolis  with  all  the  ports  of  the  Spanish  Main,  upon 
the  pretence,  that  it  had  heretofore  been  forbidden  by 
the  Spanish  colonial  laws;  and,  on  the  strength  of 
these  two  inadmissible  principles,  they  issued  com- 
missions m  the  island  of  Porto  Rico,  to  a  swarm  of 
privateers,  which  have  committed  extensive  and  ruin- 
ous depredations  upon  the  lawful  commerce  of  the 
United  States.  Frequent  remonstrances  -have  been 
made,  both  to  Spain  and  to  the  authorities  of  the  isl- 
and, by  the  Execnt'rve,  without  producing  any  effect. 
During  the  last  Summer,  a  special  agent  was  sent  to 
Porto  Rico,  to  obtain  the  restitution  of  American  ves- 
sels captured  by  the  privateers  of  that  island,  and  to 
collect  documentary  evidence  of  the  trials  and  con- 
demnation of  others.  To  the  first  demand,  the  po- 
litical chief  referred  the  agent  to  the  Government  of 
Spain,  declaring  that  he  could  not,  without  an  open 
infraction  of  fundamental  laws,  itkt  cognisance  of 


causes  legally  determined ;  that  the  olBeera  of  ditt 
proviace  Eould  jiot  procoe^,  but  by  tbe  express  orden 
of  the  Supreme  Government,  and  to  that^  ths  Uoiied 
States,  after  the  example  of  Great  Britain*  most  htfe 
recourse. 

It  appears  by  the  testimony  eoUected  by  this  geotl«- 
man,  that  it  had  been  the  practice  of  these  privatMrt, 
not  to  send  in  their  prizes  to  the  large  and  freqaeat«d 
ports,  where  impartial  judges  could  determine  on  the 
validity  of  the  capture,  and  where  the  daptared  coalj 
have  the  means  of  fairly  defending  their  rights;  bat 
to  send  them  into  distant  and  obscure  seaports,  where 
the  courts  are  notoriously  corrupt,  and  where  the  cap- 
tains and  owners  were  deprived  of  the  mesoi  of 
making  even  statements  of  their  casesL  There  are 
m^ny  instances  of  vessels  condemned  most  aajiulij; 
and,  even  where  they  have  had  the  rare  good  fortona 
to  escape  condemnation,  their  owners  have  been  sub- 
jected to  ruinous  ooaU  and  charges ;  and,  in  aoma 
oases,  before  the  vessels  have  reached  the  "pert,  tbe 
cargoes  and  property  have  been  plundersd,  and  the 
officers  and  crew  treaied  in  a  gruel  and  barbsxooi 
manner. 

In  San  Juan,  the  principd  town  of  the  iaiand  of 
Porto  Rico,  attempts  have  been  made  to  aaaaseinite 
the  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
master  of  a  merchant  vessel,  in  order  as  they  believe, 
to  prevent  them  from  taking  legal  measures  ts  recover 
property  unlawfully  captured.     ITour  committee  deem 
it  unnecessary  to  enumerate  the  vessels  that  hive  been 
captured  and  condemned  without  the  color  of  juitice, 
or  to  recapitulate  each  particular  case  of  barbarooi 
outrage  committed  upon  the  persons  and  property  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  by  privaleera  fitted 
out  in  the  potts  of  Porto  Rico ;  outrages,  which,  in 
their  opinion,  would  justify  reprisals  and  a  ngorou 
blockade  of  the  ports  of  that  island.    Your  comauttei 
forbesr  to  recommend  the  immediate  adoption  of  tboee 
measures,  only,  because  the  Minister  of  the  Uaited 
States  at  Madrid  has  been  instructed  to  remooiinte 
with  His  Catholic  Majesty  on  the  culpable  negiect  of 
the  Spanish  authorities  in  the  island  of  Porto  Rioo, 
and  to  require  indemnity  for  the-  losses  anstainad  by 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  from  tkb  la wleis  coo- 
duct  of  tbe  commanders  of  privateen^  beanof  Hii 
Majesty's  commission.    That  this  remonstFaoce  and 
demand  was  not  made  earlier,  arose  from  drcooutao- 
ces  beyond  the  control  of  Government.    Tho  former 
Minister  had  left  Madrid  before  his  inatraetioQf  on 
this  subject  reached  that  place,  and  the  sobaequeot 
invasion  of  Spain  by  France,  and  the  co6dact  of  the 
French  commander  of  the  Mockadiog  aqaadroo  off 
Cadis,  retarded  the  arrival  of  our  present  Minister. 
While  the  oommittee  advise,  that  Cbvernment  wait 
the  result  of  the  negotiation  now  pending,  at  Madrid, 
or,  at  all  events,  the  answer  to  the  remenstraaoB  d 
our  Minister  at  that  Court,  before  a  resort  as  had  to 
reprisals  and  blockade;  they  earnestly  recomfflood, 
that  two  or  more  smsU  cruisers  should  be  eonstaoily 
kept  off  the  porU  of  San  Juan,  and  in  the  Moro  Pai- 
aage,  so  as  to  protect  our  commerce,  and  intercept  at 
the  entrance  of  San  Juan,  Aguadiila»  Mauga«Si  ^>P^ 
Roco,  and  Ponce,  American  vessels  unlawfully  cap- 
tured by  Spaniah  privateers ;  and,  that  the  eooimao- 
ders  of  the  United  Slates  vessels  of  war  be  instructed 
to  capture,  and  send  ir»to  a  port  of  the  United  StaM 
for  trial,  any  privateer  that  commits  an  outrage  on  ibe 
persons,  or  plunders  the  property,  of  citizeos  of  \he 
United  States,  on  (he  high  seas,  whenever  good  aodeof- 
fident  testunony  of  such  piratical  act  can  be  obtained. 
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GOVERNMENT  OF  FLORIDA   Ac 

A  bill  '^to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
amend  an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  Territorial 
government  in  Florida,"  was  read  by  sections  and 
amended.  On  the  item  which  fixes  the  salary  of 
the  Distrct  Attorney,  some  debate  arose,  in  which 
Messrs.  Cockb,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Call,  Taylor, 
and  Wriqht,  took  part. 

Mr.  Call  proposed  to  fill  the  blank  with  five 
hundred  dollars.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  to 
fill  it  with  two  hundred. 

The  former  sam  was  carried — ayes  71,  noes  63. 
When  the  bill  and  iBimendments  were,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Taylor,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
upon  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  impos- 
ing duties  on  •imports,"  made  a  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Tod  moved  for  a  call  of  the  House  previous 
to  taking  a  vote  on  this  report.  The  motion  was 
not  agr^  to. 

Mr.  A.  Stbvenbon  moved  to  lay  the  report' on 
the  table  until  the  House  should  be  fuller. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  81,  noes  72. 

Mr.  Cook  offered  the  following  joint  resolution, 
which  was  twice  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  P. 
P.  Barbour,,  was  laid  on  the  table  : 

**Resoitfed/ ^c.f  That  the  several  States  which  have 
been  admitted  into  the  Union,  under  any  compact  pro- 
hibiting such  States  from  levying  and  collecting  a  tax 
OD  land  for  five  years  next  iocceeding  the  sale  of  sach 
land  by  the  United  States,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
aeveraUy  anthotrised,  whenever  they  may  deem  it  ex- 
pedient,-to  subject  all  lands  hereafter  sold  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  within  their  respective  limits,  to'  the  same 
tax  that  they  may  levy  and  collect  on  lands  not  sub- 
ject to  the  provisione  of  such  compacts." 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  '*  authorizing  the  purchase 
of  300  copies  of  Way  db  Gideon's  edition  of  the 
Journals  of  the  old  Congress,"  was  committed, 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendment,  which  al- 
tered the  number  of  copies  from  300  to  630.  The 
House  agreed  to  the  amendment,  and  the  bill, 
as  amended,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  this 
day.   . 

On  motion  of  Mr..  MoKim,  the  bill  **  for  alter- 
ing the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  in  the  district  of  Maryland,"  was, 
by  consent,  amended  by  substituting  May  for  July  ; 
and  the  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  "to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of  Virginia 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the  engrossed  bill 
'<  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States  for  the' district  of  South  Caro- 
lina," having  undergone  several  amendments, 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr  Stewart  offered  the  following,  which  lies 
one  d»y : 

**IU8olvedt  That  the  President  of  the.  United  States 
he  requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  this 
House  any  report  thai  may  have  been  ma^e  by  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Cumberland  Road*  showing  the 
manner  in  which  the  appropriation  made  during  the 


last  session  of  Congress  for  the  preservation  and  re* 
pair  of  the  said  road  has  been  expended.'' 

Mr.  Livingston,  of  Louisiana,  rose,  and  said, 
that  he  had  understood  from  several  members 
who  voted  vesterday  for  an  adjournment  on  the 
27th,  'that  tney  had  done  so  because  they  consid- 
ered the  silence  of  the  members  of  the  committee 
of  investigation  to  the  inquiry,  Whether  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Edwards  was  necessary?  as  equiv- 
alent to  an  admission  that  they  did  not  think  his 
examination  necessary.  Mr.  L.  said  he  rose  to 
correct  this  erroneous  conclusion.  The  members 
of  the  committee  had  not  answered,  he  presumed, 
although  he  only  spoke  for  himself,  because  no 
other  vote  had  ever  been  taken  as  to  the  nece^itf 
of  such  examination,  except  that  by«  which  the 
witness  had  been  ordered  to  attend;  and  no  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  could,  therefore,  express  the 
opinion  of  that  body  in  answer  to  the  inquiry. 
The  fact,  however,  was,  that  every  member  of 
the  House  could  as  well  judee  of  the  propriety  of 
waiting  for  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Edwards  as  the 
committee  could.  The  committee  had  no  other 
evidence  than  that  before  the  House.  He  thought 
it  necessary  to  make  this  explanation,  to  give  an'f 
gentleman  who  had  vot^d  under  an  erroneous 
impression,  an  opportunity  to  move  for  a  recon- 
sideration, f 

REGULATION  OF  STEAM  VESSELS. 

Mr.  Vinton  offered  the  following : 

** Resolved,  That  the  Comihlttee  on  Commerce  be 
instnicled  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law,  that  no  license  to  navigate  any  of  the 
waters  of  the  United  SUtes  shall  be  granted  to  anj 
boat  or  vessel  hereafter  built  and  moved  or  propelled 
by  fire  or  steam,  upon  the  principle  of  construction 
commonly  called  •*  high  pressure ;"  nor  to  any  boat 
or  vessel  heretofore  built  and  moved  or  propelled  by 
fire  or  steam,  that  shall  hereafter  be  fitted  up  or  pro- 
vided with  any  engine  or  other  machine  intended  to 
move  or  propel  such  boat  or  vessel  upon  the  principle 
o(  construction  aforesaid.'' 

Mr.  LivEBMORE  was  desirous  of  information  on 
the  difference  of  construction  between  steam  en- 
gines of  high  and  of  low  pressure. 

Mr.  Vinton  said  he  believed  the  Parliament  of 
Great  ^Britain  had,  some  years  ago,  prohibited,  by 
law,  any  boat  or  vessel  from  navigating  the  waters 
of  that  country  by  steam  propulsion,  upon  the 
ptincipie  of  constraction  embraced  in  the  resolor 
tion  he  had  the  honor  to  submit ;  that,  when  he 
first  heard  of  the  existence  of  such  a  law,  he  was 
forcibly  struck  with  the  propriety  of  adopting 
some  regulation  upon  that  subject  in  this  country, 
also;  and  he  thought  our  disastrous  experience 
was  sufficiently  ample  and  mournful  to  leave  no 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  gentleman  present,  of 
the  policy  of  providing  a  speedy  remedv  for  so 
alarming  an  evil.  For  himself,  he  said,  the  many 
accidents  from  explosion,  upon  almost  every  pub- 
lic water  of  the  United  States,  producing  death  in 
its  most  terrific  forms,  and  in  none  more  so  than 
the  recent  casualty  in  the  harbor  of  New  York, 
(the  melancholy  intelligence  of  vithich,  yesterday, 
excited  in  every  part  of  this  Hall  the  deepest  sen- 
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satioB^)  had  satisfied  him,  Eot  merely  of  the  pro- 
priety, but  of  the  absolfUe  necutUy  of  legislative 
loterposition  for  the  preeervatioD  of  the  lives  of 
our  people.  A  country  agitated  with  terror  and 
dismay  looks  to  us  for  protection,  and  demands, 
at  our  hands,  security  for  the  future — a  security 
which,  he  trusted,  would  not  be  denied.  For  these 
reasons,  he  had  brought  forward  this  subject,  at 
4he  present  time,  with  the  hope  of  now  calling 
that  attention  of  the  House  to  it,  which  might  re- 
sult, on  some  proper  occasion,  hereafter,  in  a  con- 
centration of  its  united  intelligence,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  very  able  committee  to  whom  the  res- 
olution was  proposed  to  be  committed,  in  devising 
some  way  of  putting  a  stop  to  this  tragic  waste 
of  human  life.  Mr.  V.  said,  it  must  be  perfectly 
familiar  to  every  gentleman  present,  that  boats 
are  navigated  by  steam  upon  two  different  con- 
structions, one  of  which  is  commonly  denomi- 
nated high  aed  the  other  how  prtswre.  The  latter 
is  universally  admitted  to  be  comparatively  free 
from  liability  to  explosion,  and  much  less  danser- 
ous,  on  the  occQrrence  of  such  an  accident.  Not* 
withstanding  this  advantage,  which  oughfto  be  a 
matter  of  the  very  first  consideration  with  all  en- 
gaged in  this  business,  who  regard  the  lives,  hap- 
piness, and  peace  of  mind/  of  their  fellow-men, 
yet,  in  many,  if  not  all  the  waters  of  the  United 
States,  except  the  Hudson,  boats  are  propelled  by 
high  pressure,  and  that,  too,  aft«r  the  most  multi- 
plied and  calamitous  experience  of  its  danger. 
This,  Mr.  V.  said,  was  particularly  the  case  on 
the  rivers  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  where  more  than 
.one  hundred  vessels  are  now  navigated  by  steam, 
(and  the  number  almost  daily  increasing,)  a  great 
majority  of  which  are  constructed  upon  this  dan- 
Iperous  plan — and  here,  as  might  be  expected,  until 
qohe  lately,  has  beeo  the  principal  theatre  of  these 
distressing  accidents.  Two  reasons  he  had  heard 
assigned  for  the  introduction  of  this  description  of 
boat  upon  those  waters,  though,  in  his  opinion, 
there  was  but  one,  and  that  entitled  to  not  much 
weight.  It  had  been  said  the  high  pretsure  pos- 
sessed a  greater  power,  giving  to  the  boat  a  great- 
er velocity  of  motioa,  and  consequent  momentum 
or  ability  to  resist  and  moipe  up  affaiast  a  strong 
opposing  current,  like  that  of  the  Mississippi.  II' 
boi[ts  moved  by  low  prettut^  were  unable  to  ovei^ 
come  the  currents  of  our  rivess,  it  would  present 
a  strong  argument  against  acting  upon  his  reso- 
lution ;  but  he  doubted  whether  there  was  any 
each  difference  of  power  in  point  of  fact.  The 
Mg^  pnmwn  boat  was  somewhat  less  expensive, 
and  cost,  perhapS)  something  less  to  navigate  it ; 
and  this,  he  believed,  inz  the  real  motive  for  the 
introduction  of  this  dangerous  description  of  nav- 
igation* Whatever  justification  interest  might 
furnish  to  him  who  thus  endangers,  and  perhaps 
destroys  the  life  of  his  fellow-mortal,  cAr  however 
his  cupidity  may  lead  him,  with  full  knowledge 
of  this  disastrous  experience^  still  to  persevere  in 
exposing,  even  to  paisiUe  danger,  the  lives  of  those 
who  commit  themselves  to  his  care  and  protec- 
tion, he  felt  assured  this  House  would  not  for  a 
moment  give  its  sanction  to  such  a  motive,  nor 
permit  it  to  be  put  in.  contrast  with  the  comfort, 


quiet,  and  safety^  ef  the  travelling  pablie,  and,  be 
might  add,  the  anxious  solicitude  of  friends,  and 
all  connected  with  it  in  the  various  relatiou  of 
life.  Numerous  as  these  accidents  have  been,  jet 
this  species  of  navigation  continues  to  inemse, 
and  nothing  short  of  the  power  of  Governmnt 
can  arrest  its  prosress  within  any  reasonable  time, 
and,  until  the  evil  shall  correct  itself  by  the  wiste 
of  life,  give  that  security  to  the  people  of  this 
country  whic^h  they  have  a  right  to  claim  at  oar 
hands,  and  we  are  in  duty  bound  to  goannty  to 
them.  Boats  are  constructed  upon  the  cheapest 
plan,  and  with  a  view  almost  exolasively  to  T^ 
locity  of  motioa.  The  traveller  is  always  in  haae 
to  go  fpr ward,  and  hence,  the  fagtat  nming  but 
obtains  the  highest  character.  This  natanilf 
keeps  Up  a  constant  amd  most  dangerous  competi- 
tion, that  has  been,  and  ever  must  be,  froitfol  la 
disaster.  The  comparative  history  and  eipen- 
ence  of  steam  navigation  on  the  Hudson,  and  tk 
waters  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  are  deeistre 
of  this  question.  No  accident,  Mr.  V.  said,  hi 
ever  occurred  on  the  former  river,  from  explonoa, 
within  his  knowledge ;  but  it  was  to  be  feared  the 
recent  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States,  which  had  unlocked  its  waters,  would 
give  rise  to  the  introduction  of  this  kind  of  aari* 
gation  also,  from  which  it  had  hitherto  been  ex- 
cluded. Compel  your  boats  to  adopt  a  difefent 
construction,  and  while  interest  will  insore  dili- 
gence in  the  prosecution  of  the  voyage,  the  stand- 
ard of  character  will  at  once  be  chaaged.  Tbat 
boat  will  obtain  the  best  reputation  which  kA 
consults  and  promotes^  the  ease,  eomfort,  and  en- 
joyment, of  its  passeasera.  In  short,  aU  eneri- 
eace,  every  principle  of  policy,  hnmanity,  and  re- 
gard for  the  lives  and  welfare  of  the  peoale  of 
this  nation,  call  upon  the  House  for  itsspeedf  and 
effeetual  interposition  to  give  practical  aeeantyto 
the  enjoyment  of  this  most  valuable  invention. 

The  resolution  was  advocaited  by  Meaan.  Poa- 
8BTT,  McKiM,  BDCHA.MAir,  and  WABrnLD.  Mr. 
Lincoln,  and  Mr.  Foot,  of  Con nectieot,  wished 
tl)e  resolution  extended,  so  as  to  prohibit  an  tnprop- 
er  material  for  tiie  construction  of  boiicffio  steam 
engines. 

Mr.  Abbot  thought  the  session  too  (kr  adrane- 
ed  U>  admit  of  the  proper  time  to  natniealaw 
on  this  subject.  It  required  much  research  and 
practical  information. 

The  resolution  was  adopted.- 

TAKIFF  BILL. 

Thf  ^qport  of  the  Coounittee  of  Gonfereo^ 
relation  to  amendments  to  the  Tariff  bill,  was  rod 
again. 

Mr.  Tatlor  mored  that  the  House  conearwiifc 
the  report  of  the  committee,  and  asked  for  theafa 
and  noes,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  FoneTTH  made  a  naotion^peefaeed  brsoae 
general  observations  on  the  character  of  wwij 
( whcb  he  maintained  was,  as  amended,  no  loop 
a  bill  to  protect  manufactures,  but  merely  to  in- 
crease the  revenue,)  to  postpone  indefioitelpfi| 
farther  consideration,  and  asked  the  yeas  m 
nays  on  that  question ;  wiiiah  were  ordered. 
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Mr.  Tatlor  explained  the  course  adopted  bf 
the  Commiuee  of  Conference,  aod  defenaed  the 
ceport  as  accomplishing  all  that  would  be  attained 
under  existing  circumstances — and  urged  a  coa- 
currence  in  the  result ;  since  the  two  branches  of 
the  Legislature  had  got  so  nearly  to  one^point  as 
lo  be  within  half  a  cent|  on  a  single  duty,  of  each 
other's  measures. 

Mr.  Trimblb  expressed  a  hope  that  the  friends 
of  the  bill  would  adhere  to  each  other,  and  not 
lose  a  measure  for  which  they  had  been  strug- 
gling for  years  because  the  amount  of  one  con- 
tested duty  was  half  a  cent  below  the  point  they 
wished.  lie  made  a,  few  observations  on  the 
share  of  favor  dispensed  by  the  bill  to  Kentucky 
and  the  West — and,  though  not  approving  it  as 
just  or  sufficient,  was  yet  willinff  to  acquiesce, 
and  hoped  other*  members  from  the  West  would 
do  so  too.  In  tl^e  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  T. 
incidentally  passed  a  merited  eulogium  on  the 
character  anq  services  of  the  late  (General  Wayne, 
to  whose  son,  sitting  near  him,  he  was  willing  to 
appeal  as  an  umpire  between  himself  and  the  gen* 
tieman  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  Cam BfiELBNO  contended  that  the  bill  was 
pow  wholly  a  revenue  bill — he  dwelt  upon  the 
large  amount  it  would  add  to  the  burdens  of  the 
country,  the  needlessness  of  such  an  incfeaae,  die. 

Mr.  McLanb,  of  Delaware,  spoke  in  support 
of  the  view  given  by  the  gentleman  from  l)ew 
York,  (Mr.  Taylor)  advocated  the  bill  as  being, 
what  was  so  long  desired,. a  judicious  revision  of 
the  duties.  He  replied  to  the  argument  of  Mr. 
Cam BasLBiMi,  and  adduced  cale«uations  to  show 
that  ihe  increase  of  the  revenue  which  its  effect 
would  produce  was  opportune  to  the  state  of  the 
finances,  as  it  would  enahle  the  nation  to  redeem 
the  6  per  cents,  and  extinguish  the  national  debt 
by  the  year  1834. 

Mr.  Cambreleno  spoke  in  replv,  insisting  on 
the  view  he  had  before  given ;  and  then 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  negativo^^-yeas  70,  nays 
120,  as  follows : 

Tbas— Messn.  Abbot,  Abxander  ef  Virginia,  Al- 
loa of  Teanessea,  Archer,  P.  P.  Barbour»  JI  8.  Bar- 
bour, Brent*  BorUigh,  BurtDn,  Cambnleai^  Camp- 
ball  of  South  Cftiolins,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb^  Conner, 
Growninibield,  Culpepar,  Coshihaa,  Cothbert,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Gar- 
nett,  Gatlin,  Oiat,  Goyan,  Garley,  HalU  Hamilton, 
Hooks,  Kent,  Le«,  Laftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfiald,  Liv- 
ingston, Long,  MoCoy,  McDufBo,  McKeo,  Mang am, 
Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neala,  Owen,  Poinsett, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Arthur 
Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith,  Speight, 
Bpence,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro, 
Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  Sooth  CaroHaa,  Vanee  of  North  CaroitBa, 
l¥arfield,  Webster,  WilKams  of  Virginia,  Williams 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  Saoth  Carolina. 

Nats^— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennsssss, 
Allan  of  Maaaaohnsetts,  AlliM>n,  Baylies,  Barber  of 
Coanaetkot,  Baitlett,  Bartlay,  Baeehac,  Blair,  Brawn, 
Buchanan,  Back,  Buckner,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Cassady,  Cocke,  Cottifla,  Condiet,  Cook*  Crafts,  Craig, 
Pay,  PorliM,  Dvinall,  Eaton,  £ddy,  Edwards  of 


Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  FarreUy,  Pindlav,  Foote  of  New 
York,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gazlay,  Harris,  Harvey, 
Hajden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hogeboem, 
Holcambe,  Houston,  Ingham,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Jen- 
nings, Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  John* 
son,  Kidder,  Kramer,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Litile^ 
Locke,  McArthur,  McKaan,  McKim,  McLaaa  of  Dafta* 
ware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mai|ary,  Markley,  Martindsla, 
Marvm,  MaUaek,  Matson,  Mataalfe,  Millar,  MitcbeU 
of  Pennsytvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Mooia  of  Kan* 
tocky,  Morgan,  Nelson,  Newton,  Patterson  of  Paon* 
sylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  New  Hamp 
shire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Richards,  Rich, 
Rose,  Ross,  Scott,  Sbarpe,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Standefer, 
Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck, 
Test,  Thoinpson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  TomlinBon,  Trim- 
Ula,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vnnce  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vin- 
ton, Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman,  WhitUeser,  White, 
Wickliffe,  Jamea  Wilaon,  Henry  Wilaon,  Wilson  of 
Ohio,  Wood,  Woode,  and  Wright 

So  the  House  refused  indefinitely  to  postpone 
the  bill. 

Mr.  FoasTTH  objected  to  the  principle  of  tax- 
ing the  Southern  States,  in  the  article  of  cotton 
bagging,  to  however  small  an  amount,  for  the  ben- 
efit of  a  particular  district  of  the  Union,  and  he 
gave  notice  that^  should  the  motion  of  concur* 
rence  with  the  committee  of  conference  be  reject- 
ed, he  should  submit  a  motion,  that  this  House 
recede  froui  its  disagreement  to  the  Senates 
amendment. 

.  After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Trimble^  in  re* 
ply  to  those  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  question  was 
taken  on  concurring  with  the  report  of  the  com* 
mittee  of  conference,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive^— ^yeas  125^  nays  66,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.'  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
AUeo  of  Massachusetts,  AMison,  Baylies,  Barber  of 
Connecticut,  Barilett,  Baiil^,  Beeohar,  Blair,  BrowB« 
Buchanan,  Bock,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Caawd^, 
Cocke,  CoUina,  Coadict,  Cool^  Crafts,  Craig,  Cnsh- 
man,  Day,  Durfte,  Dwinell,  Baton,  Bddy,  Sdwaidsof 
PennvyUania,  Ellis,  FarreUy,  Findiay,  Foot  of  Conoeo- 
ticut,  route  of  New  York,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gsslay, 
Harris,  Harvey,  Hajden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer, 
Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hcjoombe,  Houaton,  Ingham» 
Isacks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson, 
F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Leftwich, 
Letcher,  Little,  Locke,  McArthur,  McKean,  McKii% 
McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary  Mark* 
ley,  Mariindale,  Marrin,  Matlack,  Malson,  MetcaM^ 
Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsyltania,  Mitchell  of  Mary- 
land, Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Nelion,  Newton, 
PatUrson  of  Penney  Wania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plomor 
of  Peonsybrania,  Prince,  Seed,  Reynolds,  Richards, 
Rioh,  Roes,  Ross,  Scott,  Bharpe,  BiUey,  Bloane,  Stan* 
defer.  Steeling,  Stewart,  Stoddanl,  Strong,  Swan,  Tay* 
lor.  Ten  £ydu  Teat,  Thompeon  of  Kentucky,  Tod, 
Tomliosun,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio, 
Van  Wyck,  Vioion,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whipple, 
Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  James  Wilson,  Hen* 
ry  Wileon,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and 
Wright 


Nats — Messis.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Al* 
len  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Bar- 
bour, Brent,  Buckner,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell  of  South  Carolina*  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb, 
Conner,  Crowninshield,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Edwards 
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of  North  Ctrolina,  Floyd,  Foriyth,  Garnott,  Gatfin, 
Gist,  Goiran,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Hooka,  Kent, 
Leo,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livingiton,  Ix>ng  McCoy, 
McDuiEo,  MeKoe,  Mangum,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Alaba- 
ma,  Neale,  Owen,  Poinsett,  Rankin,  Saunders,  Sand* 
Isrd,  Arthur6mith,  Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith, 
Spaight,  Spenca,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stophenson,  Tali- 
aferro, Tattnall,  Thompaon  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Car- 
olina, Warfield,  Wicklifie,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Wil- 
liams of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Car- 
olina. 

So  the  House  did  cob  cur  in  the  report  of  the 
aaid  committee  of  conference,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ist  That  the  House  of  Representatives  do  recede 
from  its  disagreement  to  the  third  amendment  of  the 
Senate,  and  do  agree  to  the  same,  with  the  follow- 
ing amendment :  after  the  word  **  wool,"  where  it  oc* 
curs  in  the  proviso,  strike  out  the  words,  **  or  of  which 
wool  shall  be  a  component  part;"  and  insert,  **  except 
flannel*  and  baizes. ' 

Sd.  That  the  Senate  do  recede  from  so  much  of  its 
sixteenth  amendm^t,  in  reference  to  the  specific  duty 
on  cotton  bagging,  «s  is  disagreed  to  by^  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  that  the  clause  be  modified,  so 
as  to  read,  **  on  cotton  baggingTf  three  centa  and  three 
fourths  of  a  cent  per  square  yard. 

Mr.  Webster  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow, 
(Thursday,)  he  should  call  up  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  trom  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  elec- 
tion of  President  and  Vice  President,- and  that, 
also  from  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  imprisonment 
for  debt. 


Thursday,  May  20. 

Mr.  Harvey,  from  the  Naval  Committeei  re- 
ported a  bill  ^^  for  therelief  of  William  Townsend ;" 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Whipple,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub-' 
lie  Lands,  reported  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  for 
therelief  of  the  representatives  of  John  DonneliK)n, 
Stephen  Hurd,  and  others,"  with  an  amendment, 
inserting  the  name  of  Thomas  Garr,  in  which  the 
House  concurred— ayes  66,  noes  53.' 

On  the  question  of  its  engrossment  for  a  third 
reading,  a  short  debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs. 
Cobb,  Whipple,  Isacks,  Hocston,  and  Cdl- 
PEPER,  took  part,  and  the  motion  to  engross  pre- 
vailed. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  hy  Mr.  Stew- 
art, calling  for  certain  information  from  the  Pre^ 
sident  of  the  United  States,  as  to  the  application  of 
the  money  last  vear  appropriated  for  the  repairs  of 
the  Cumberland  road,  was  take  up,  and  agreed  to. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  viz : 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  when  committed  in  any  navy  yard,  fort,  arse- 
nal, magazine,  dock  yard,  lighthouse,  or  other  place 
belongin^.to  the  United  States;  An  act  to  enable 
the  President  to  hold  treaties  with  certain  Indian 
tribes,  and  for  other  purposes;  were  twice  rted,. 
and  referred  to  committees. 

The  following  engrossed  bills,  viz : 

A  bill  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  drcuit 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  South 


Carolina;  An  act  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of 
Virginia,  and  for  other  purposes;  A  bill  to  amend 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  es- 
tablish a  Territorial  government  in  Florida,  lod 
for  other  purposes ;"  were  severally  read  i  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

On  the  last  of  these  bills,  ^he  discussion  of  yes- 
terday was  renewed.  The  provisions  of  the  bill 
were  obiected  to  by  Mr.  Bbcchbji,  of  Ohio,  tod 
defended  bv  Mr.  Call,  of  Florida,  and  Mr.  Scott, 
of  Missouri. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  the  Hoose 
went  into,  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  ''to 
authorize  the  surveying  and  making  of  a  roid 
from  a  point  on  the  northwest  boundary  of  tbe 
State  01  Ohio,  near  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the 
Miami  of  Lake  Brie,  to  Detroit,  in  the  Territory 
of  Michigan ;"  which  was  read  by  sections. 

The  facte  were  stated  and  explained  by  Mr. 
Vancg.  The  road,  partly  opened  by  the  troops 
during  the  late  war,  passes  over  many  deep  no- 
rasses,  through  a  country  sparsely  peopled,  and  is 
of  importaoce  as  a  military  road  on  the  trooiier, 
&e.  He  adverted  to  the  disasters  which  had  bees 
experienced  for  want  of  a  road  between  these 
points,  and  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  ap^ 
priating  clause  with  the  sum  of  S20,tXX). 

Th«s  sum  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  SA!iDFOio,of 
Tennessee,  and  advocated  by  Mr.  McArtbcb, 
who  explained,  from  personal  knowledge,  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  road,  and  the  aspect  of  the  coofitiy 
through  which  it  is  proposed  to  pass. 

The  amendment  passed  nem,  am.,  and  the  bill 
was  reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

THE  POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  moved  to  resume  the  eooflder- 
at  ion  of  the  Post  Office  bill. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  suggested  the  propriety 
of  recommitting  it. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  objected  to  this  eoane,aBJ 
then  the  House,  having  given  leave  lofitagaiO) 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  oo  that 
bill. 

A  variety  of  amendments  were  proposed,  the 
greater  part  of  which  were  adopted.  The  bill  wii 
then  reported  to  the  House,  as  amended,  and  t 
number  of  farther  amendments  were  proposed  m 
carried.  One  of  the  amendments,  proposed  by  Mr. 
Moore,  went  to  extend  the  privilege  of  franking 
letters,  during  the  whole  time  any  member  f^^ip^ 
his  right  to  a  seat  on  this  floor.  Another  (offered 
by  Mr.  Cockb,)  went  to  repeal  that  privilege  m 
now  extended  td  30  days  before  aod  after  the  so* 
sions  of  the  House,  and  confine  it  to  the  time  w 
House  is  in  session — while  another,  (offered  1^ 
Mr.  Cook,)  took  a  middle  course,.and  ezteoded 
that  privilege  to  sixty  days  before  and  after  tbe 
session. 

Mr.  McDupFiB  movted  an  amendment  appro- 
priating fifty  thousand  dollars  in  aid  of  the  Poit 
Office  Department,  to  enable  it  to  meet  tbe  addi- 
tional post  routes  now  agreed  to:  and  he  supported 
his  amendment  by  a  speech,  in  which  he  ^^y^' 
ted  tbe  principle  of  expending  the  fsods  of  tbe 
country  for  the  diffusion  of  intelligence. 
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After  *  maeh'  discuasioo,  this  amendmeDt  was 
adopted — ayes  76,  noes  50. 

An  amendmeot  Dflfered  by  Mr.  Inoham^  which 
requited  the  Postmaster  General,  whenever  the 
disbnrsements  of  the  Department  exceeds  its  in* 
come,  tc^suspend  so  many  of  the  least  productive 
routes  as  amount  to  the  balance,  was  negatived — 
ayes  54,  noes  76.  As  was  also  the  folio wiag,  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Whipple  : 

That  the  bill  be  re-committed  to  the  Committee  on 
Poet  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  with  instructions  that 
the  Committee  report  the  nnmber  of  miles  added  to 
the  present  post  routes  by  the  bill,  the  expense  of  car- 
rjing  the  mail  on  the  same,  the  amount  cf  available 
revenue  which  accrued  to  the  Post  Odice  Department 
during  the  last  year,  and  the  expenses  thereof  for  the 
same  period,  with  the  balance,  if  any»  svhich  now  ex* 
ists  against  the  General  Post  Office. 

The  bfU  and  amendment  were  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

ACCOUNTS  OF  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambrelbng,  the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
making  appropriatiota  for  .the  payment  of  the 
claim  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor  of 
the  Slate  of  New  York. 

Mr.  WicKLiPFB  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  that  part  of  it  which  allows  interest 
on  the  commi^on  allowed  Mr»  T.  en  disburse- 
ments for  the  Grovernment. 

The  letter  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
OD.  this  subject,  was  read. 

Mr.  A.  Stbv£Nbon  went  into  a  history  of  the 
settlement  of  Mr.  T.^s  accounts,  and  advocated 
the  propriety  of  the  allowance  proposed  in  the 
bill  on  principles  of  public  justice.  He  dwelt 
with  warmth  on  the  services  of  the  individual 
concerned,  and  : insisted  that  the  appropriation 
was  no  more  than  his  due. 

Mr.  WtoKLiFFE  acknowledged  the  merits  of 
Mr.  Tompkins,  but  conitended  that  his  claim  was 
to  be  put  on  the  same  Ax>ting  with  every  other. 
He  went  into  an  examination  of  several  provis- 
ions of  the  bill — to .  many  of  which  he  did  not 
object — but  he  could  not  assent  to  the  allowance 
of  interest  on  commission.  This  was  not  re- 
quired or  warranted  by  any  statute,  nor  was  it 
allowed  in  private  transactions. 

Mr.  McLansl  of  Delaware,  spoke  in  reply-fal- 
lowed that  if  there  was  nothing  to  discriminate 
this  from  ordinary  cases,  it  would  be  improper  to 
make  the  allowance — but  contended  that  it  was  a 
case  of  marked  and  very  peculiar  character.  He 
showed  that  the  injuries  of  the  individual  con- 
cerned arose  from  the  inability  of  the  Government 
to  pay  his  just  demands  at  the  time  when  they 
were  due — ^he  stated  the  promises  under  which  he 
bad  acted  in  aiding  the  QovernraeaL  The  vio- 
lation of  those  promises,  and  his  consequent  ruin ; 
he  contrasted  the  principles  on  which  Govern- 
ment had  settled  with  others,  and  contended  that, 
even  if  the  bill  passed,  he  would  not  be  as  well 
dealt  with  as  they.  He  adverted  to  the  pressure 
on  the  national  credit  during  ihe^latewar,  and 
insisted  that  rales  which  applied  in  a  time  of 


peace  and  tranquiliif-y  could  not,  with  fairness,  be 
applied  to  transactions  under  all  the  exigencies 
and  risks  of  a  state  of  war. 

The  debate  was  farther  continued  by  Messrs. 
Wabfiglu  and  Wickliffe,  who  opposed,  and 
Mr.  STfivENBON,  who  supported  the  bill. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  words,  and  in- 
serting the  following :  "  That  there  shall  be  paid 
'  to  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  out  of  any  money,  dbc, 
'  the  sum  of  S136}799  97;  deducting  therefrom  thcv 
<  amount  paid  him  in  virtue  of  the  act  to  amend 
'  an  act  appropriating  a  certain  sum  of  money  for 
'  the  relief  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  amounting  to 

* dollars,  as  a  full  compensation  and  dis- 

'  charge  for  his  claim  against  the  United  States, 
'  arising  out  of  the  advances  made,  losses  sus- 

*  tained,  and  services  rendered,  by  him  during  the 
'  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
'  tain:  that  being  the  amount  found  due  to  him 
'  from  the  Unitra  States,  by  the  verdict  of  the 
Mury  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  of  America 
^vs,  D.  D.  Tompkins,  decided  in  the  District 
'  Court  of  tbe  United  States  for  the  Southern 

*  District  of  New  York.  That  the  act  heretofore 
^  passed,  referring  the  claims  of  said  Tompkins, 
'  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  repealed." 

On  this  Amendment  a  discussion  arose,  in  which 
Messrs.  STEvEifsoif,  Caot,  Gambreleng,  {ng^ 
HAM,  Forsttb,  and  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, took  part. 

Mr.  Caoy,  of  New  York,  wishing  to  state  cer- 
tain facts  more  fully,  and  to  express  his  views  on 
this  subject,  moved  that  the  Committee  rise. 

This  motion  was  not  carried — ayes  70,  noes  72. 

Mr.  McDuPFiE  supported  the  amendmeot  of 
Mr.  Stevenson,  as  going  to  enable  Congress  to 
do  an  act  of  justice  to  a  meritorious  individual, 
without  involving^  any  principle  which  raiffht  be 
drawn  into  injurious  precedent.  He  testined,  in 
the  most  explicit  and  cordial  manner,  to  the 
merit  and  value  of  the  services  of  Mr,.  Tompkins 
during  the  late  war,  and  remarked  on  the  ruin- 
ous consequences  which  had  ensued  to  his  private 
fortune. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  took  the  same  side,  and  ob- 
served that,  if  there  was  on  this  side  of  the  grave 
an  object  of  interesting  contemplation,  it  was  a 
^reat  and  good  man  struggling  amidst  surround- 
ing difficulties,  andin  dangetof  being  overwhelmed 
by  them.  All  his  impressions  concerning  the 
conduct  of  the  individual  concerned  in  this  bill 
were  of  the  most  favorablie  kind,  and  he  did  not 
know  whether  he  might  not^  unconsciously,  be 
too  much  influenced  by  his  feehngs  to  be  a  perfectly 
unbiassed  Judge.  Mr.  B.  then  went  itito  a  review 
of  some  of  the  calamitous  scenes  in  the  eady  part 
of  the  late  war.  He  adverted  particularly  to  the 
time  when  this  Capitol  was  nothing  but  a  heap 
of  smouldering  ruins ;  when  the  metropolis  was 
ransacked  ;  when  the  inhabitants  of  his  own  State 
were  in  uncertain  dread  of  an  attack  of  the  enemy 
on  Baltimore  or  Richmond ;  when  an  attempt 
was  made  to  renew  the  project  of 'Burgoyne,  to 
divide  the  United  States  into  two  moieties  by 
gaining  possession  of  the  State  of  New  York; 
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when  U  was  almovt  a  literal  fact  ttiat  the  vessel 
of  State  was  aground ;  when  we  had  neither  men 
in  the  field,  nor  money  in  the  Treasury,  nor  credit 
with  those  who  had  it  to  lend : — at  this  period,  the 
services  of  Governor  Tompkins  were  tendered. 
He  went  into  the  service  of  hia  country  with  a  for- 
tune ample  and  unembarrassed.    Puring  his  con- 
tinuance in  it^  no  palaces  had  risen  like  exhala- 
tions ;  no  equipages  flashed  like  meteors ;  yet  he 
came  out  of  the  war  ruined  in  fortune,  ruined  in 
credit,  having  not  only  lost  his  own  property,  but 
sacrificed  that  which  he  possessed  by  his  connex- 
ion in  life,  and  was  reduced  to  absolute  poverty. 
Mr.  B.  said,  it  might  do  very  well  to  read  in  his- 
tory of  a  Cincinnatus,  who  returned  from  the 
highest  station  in  the  State  to  hold  a  plough,  and 
who  still  retained  a  lofty  standing  amoog  his 
countrymen.    If  such  things  ever  had  existed,  they 
certainly  did  not  exist  at  the  present  day.    He 
made  some  forcik^e  remarks  on  the  efiects  of  pcrv- 
erty,  and,  having  again  deprecated  any  undue  in* 
fluence  of  feeling  oyer  his  j^udgment,  he  proceeded 
to  the  naked  question  of.right,  adverted  to  the -ver- 
dict which  had  been  rendered  in  fkvor  of  the 
claims  of  Mr.  T.  by  a  jury  at  New  York,  on  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  rendered,  and 
the  weight  to  which  it  was  entitled  ;  and  though 
he  did  not  admit  it  as  authority  which  dught  to 
bind  this  House,  and  admitted  that  verdicts  might 
ie  influenced  by  prc^judice,  by.  a  strong  ourren,t  of 
party  feeling,  and  other  causes,  yet,  till  evidence 
should  be  produced  to  shake  the  decision  which 
the  New  York  jury  had'  given,  after  a  full  and 
laborious  investigation,  he  snould  presume  it  to  be 
a  correct  finding  in  the  case,  and  rejoiced  that  the 
dictates  of  his  own  judgment  united  with  and  cor- 
roborated the  feelings  of  his  heart  toward   the 
claimant. 

Mr.  Babtlett  proposed  that  the  amendment 
be  90  modified  as  to  admit  that  part  of  it  which  re- 
lates to  the  decision  of  a  grand  jury*  in  the  case. 

Mr.  Stevenson  accepted  this  modification, 
and>altered  his  amendment  so  as  to  read:  *^  The 

<  sum  of  $101,609  97^  as  a  full  compensation  and 
'  discharge  for  his  claim  against  the  United  SlAies, 
^  arising  out  of  advances  made,  losses  sustained, 

<  and  services  rendered  by  him  during  the  war  be- 
'  tween  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain." 

Mr.  WicKLiFFfi  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  no  more  than  a  part  of  the 
first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Kremeb  moved  that  the  Committee  rise, 
and  accompanied  the  motion  with  a  few  remarks, 
it  was  negatived — ayes  60^  noes  79. 

Mr.  Cambrelenq  replied  to  the  remarks^of 
Mr.  Caoy,  and  called  upon  him  to  state  the  infor- 
mation he  possessed  and  to  which  be  had  alluded. 
He  went  into  some  history  of  the  crisis  in  which 
the  services  of  Mr.  T.  were  rendered.  He  regretted 
the.  ofierinff  of  the  amendment,  and  would  prefer 
that  the  bill  remain  as  at  first  reported — ^he  thought 
the  House  ought  to  comply  with  its  decision  at 
the  last  session,  and  carry  the  principles  then 
sanctioned  into  full  efiect 

Mr.  Cai>t  replied  to  Mr.  Cambkeleno,  and 
complained  that  he  should  be  forced  into  the  de- 


hate  by  his  colleague.  He  avowed  no  hostiliu  to 
Governor  Tompkins,  and  disclaimed  asy  reflec- 
tion on  the  President  of  the  United  States  or  his 
oflicer^I  He  adverted  to  the  short  period  in  which 
he  had  served  in  the  field,  the  services  of  othen 
equally  meritorious,  the  allowances  made  to  the 
claimant  by  the  State,  of  New  York,  dbc. 

Mr.  CAMBRBLE!f«  replied — and  obserred  that 
his  only  object  had  been  to  eiicit  from  his  col- 
league any  information  he  might  be  willing  to 
communicate  on  the  subiect.. 

Mr.  Waefield  moved  to  rise.. 

The  motion  was  negatived-— ayes  70,  noes  87. 
Mr.  WiLUAMB,  of  North  Carolina,  laqaired  of 
Mr.  Stbvbnson  for  the  items  which  made  up  tk 
sum  he  had  moTed.  Mr.  Stbvbnsom  cxplaiBcd 
that  he  had  founded  the  oalcnlation  o&  the  ver- 
dict of  the  jury  of  New  York,  and  dedvcting  froa 
it  suoh  sums  as  had  been  paid  Mr.  T.  at  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  Williams  replied,  and  still  wished  forptr- 
ticalars. 

Mr.  MoCoT  spoke  in  opposition  to  tbe  amead> 
ment. 

The  debate  was  then  further  ocmtimied  Vf 
Messrs.  Wbiqbt,  of  Ohio,  KbbbIbb,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Bbecbeb,  of  Ohio,  Ingham,  of  Penasyl* 
vania,  who  opposed  the  amendnMBt,  and  Mesrs. 
J,  S.  Babboub  and  Hoqeboom,  who  advoeaied  it 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  ameadmentof 
Mr.  Stbvenson,  (founded  on  the  New  York  ver- 
dict,) was  decided  in  the  tteS^^tLre.^— Ayes  61, 
noes  74. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Wiokliffe,  (whicb  atnkes  oot 
ail  the  first  section  except  the  enacting  dane,)  it 
waa  decided  in  the  negative. — ^Ayea  63,  noes  77. 

Mr.  Cambbblbno  moved. to  fill  the  bfaiak  in  the 
second  section,  with  the  sum  of  t(115,O0&— and, 
the  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  ia  tfas 
affirmative— ayes  86,  noes  65. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  as  amended. 

Mr.  McCoT  moved  to  adjonm.  Negatived*- 
ayes  63,  noes  70. 

Mr.  WnioBTtben  gave  notice,  that,  if  the  House 
relbsed  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  eomaitte^ 
he  would  move  to  fill  the  bUnk  with  f(aO,QQD,and 
the  ayes  and  noes  on  concurring  Were  ealM  for 
and  ordered  by  the  House. 

The  question  of  coneorring  in  tlie  eovnmiltee's 
report— filling  the  blank  with  $115,000 — ^was  tto 
decided  in  the  aflSrmative-^yeas  76,  nays  61,  u 
follows : 

Tkis — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginta,  Allen  ofT«- 
nessee,  Archer,  P.  P.  Barbonr,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Bnot, 
Brown,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Csry,  Cobb;  Cdfis^ 
Conner,  Craig,  Crowninshield,  Cuthbert,  Baj,M* 
nsll,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  CaroliAs,  PmC 
of  Conaeoticett  Foots  of  New  Toi^,  Froei,  Oarron, 
Gatiia,  Gist,  Govan,  Gorley,  Hamilton,  Henry,  Hch 
kimer,  Hogebsom,  Hooks,  Houston,  Jeakias,  ioluun 
of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johoson,  Ksist,  Lawrenoe»  Liic^ 
field,  £ivermore«  Long^  McDoffie*  McKini^  McLsst 
of  Delaware,  Maogum,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moon  of 

I  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Newtoa,  Owen,  Pus- 
sett,  Bichards^  Soott,  Sharpe,  Wiiliaa  BmitK  Spaight, 
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A.  SteTftoton,  J.  Stephenton,  8todd«rd,  Tftliaferro, 
Tattnall,  Taylar,  Tan  Eyck,  Thompaan  of  Oeofgia, 
Tyson,  Udrea^  Vanea  of  North  Carolina^  Vanca  of 
Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Wayne,  Whippin,  WiUianMof  Naw 
York,  Henry  Wilaoa,  and  Woods. 

Nats — Masara.  Alaiandar  of  Tanneaaae,  Bayliea, 
Baecher,  Blair,  Buck,  Buckner,  Burleigh,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Oocka,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cul- 
peper,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Harris,  Hanrey,  Hobart,  log- 
ham,  Isacks,  F.  Johnson,  Kramer,  Leftwich,  Letcher, 
Lioooln,  McArthur,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mar- 
tin dale,  Matlack,  Mataon,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of 
Pennsylvania,  Neale,  Patteraonof  PennsyWania,  Pat- 
teraon  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  New  Hampehire,  Pluroer 
of  PendsyWania,  Reynolds,  Rich,  Rosa,  Sandford, 
Sibley,  Slaane,  Arthur  Smith,  Standefer,  Swan,  Tom- 
Knson,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Whitman,  WhitUeaey.Wtck- 
liife,  Williama  of  Tirginia,  Williama  of  North  Caro- 
Una,  Jamea  Wilson,  Wilaon  of  Ohio,  Wood,  WHght. 

Mr.  WiCKUFFE  then  moved  further  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking,  from  the  first  section  the  fol- 
lowing : 

'<  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  SUtes,  in  the 
final  decision  of  the  cluma  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins, 
late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  ¥ork,  against  the 
United  Slatea,  bt,  and  ia  hereby,  anthotiiad  to  altow 
the  said  D.  B.  Tompkins  intaraat  opoQ  the  aiBMintof 
the  eammiasion  which  may  ha  nllMved  him  for  dja- 
bursaments." 

And  the  qocslioii  thereon  being  slated,  the  House 
adjourned. 


Fridat,  May  21. 

The  Sfeakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Postmaster  Qeneral,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  ihe  extent  of  the  post  roads,  amount  of 
postage  collected,  compensation  of  postmasters, 
incidental  eipeases,  cost  of  transporting  mails, 
&c^  in  each  State  and  Territory,  in  the  years 
1820,  1821,  and  1822^  prepared  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  this  House  of  the  17th  of  December 
last  -f  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr*  Cocks,  from  tb«  Committee  on  Indian 
Afiairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  enable  the, Preaident 
to  hold  treati^  with  certain  Indian  tribes,  and  for 
other  porpoaea,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to-day. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexan- 
der Scott,  late  collector  of  Pensacola,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment ;  and  it  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houae  to 
-which  is  committed  the  bill  to  allow  a  salary  to 
the  collector  of  Pensacola. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  dis- 
ohsmd  from  the  consideration  of  Jhe  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States^  of  the  18th 
ultimo,  aeeompanying  a  communication  from 
Alexander  Hamilton,  relatire  to  titles  to  lands  in 
Florida;  and  the  said  Message  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  And  the  said  com- 
mittee were  also  discharged  from  the  petition  of 
Marienne  Lasselle  and  others^  and  leave  giren  to 
withdraw  the  same. 


On  motion  of  Mr%  TATLOtt,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public 
Buildings  dispose  of  the  building  south  of  the 
Capitol,  now  used  for  committee  rooms,  to  the 
best  advantage,  a^d  that  the  same  be  removed. 

Mr.  Trimble  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table  for  consideration : 

RtMolvtd,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  bo  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  House,  at  an  early  day  of  ita  next 
session,  whether  any,  and  what,  proviaion  can  be  made, 
by  law,  to  diatioguish  betwaan  importationa  made  by 
aliena,,or  on  foreign  account,  and  thoae  made  bydtisena 
of  the  United  Stataa.  And,  also,  report  the  amount  of 
dutiea  which  accrued  on  im porta  daring  the  year  1822, 
or  1823,  classing  the  importa  according  U>  the  aggregataa 
of  the  several  credits  allowed  by  law  upon  the  duty 
bonds,  ao  as  to  show  the  aggregate  under  each  head 
of  aredlty  for  the  year  selected ;  and  ao  aa  to  abow, 
also,  by  estimate,  the  amount  of,  intaraat  that  would 
have  accrued  upon  the  bonds^  if  the  several  cradita  1^ 
been  allowed  upon  the  payment  of  intereat  at  the  rata 
of  six  per  centum  per  annum* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wkiqht,  the  Committee  oq 
Military  Afi'airs  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther further  legislative  provision  is  necessary  to 
carry  into  effect  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  third 
of  March,  1823,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a 
national  armory  on  the  Western  waters." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  appointed  John  Qaillard 
President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tempore,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Vice  President  6f  the  United  States. 
The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  of  thjs  House,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  im[>rove  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,"  with  amendments, 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  repoit 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing three  statements  prepared  in  obedience  to  the 
act  establishing  a  Mint,  showing  the  expenses  of 
(hat  establishment;  which  report  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  engrossed  bill  "to  authorize  the  surveying 
and  making  of  a  road  from  a  point  on  the  north- 
west boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  near  the  foot 
of  tlie  Miacni  of  Lake  Erie,  to  Detroit,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan."  and  th^  bill  from  the  Senate, 
"  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  John  Don- 
nelson,  Stephen  Hurd,  and  others,"  were  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

On.  motion  of  Mr.  MoLanb,  of  Delaware,  the 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
Foot,  of  Connecticut,  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill 
"  making  further  appropriations  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1824." 

Sevend  amendments  having  been  made,  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL.      . 

The  engrossed  bill  "  to  discontinue  certain  poet 
routes,  and  to  establish  others,"  was  then  read  a 
third  time ;  and,  havinff  been  slightly  amended, 
the  question  was  put,  "Shall  it  pass? 

Mr.  BiECBRR  spoke  a  few  words  in  opposition, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or* 
dered,  woA  were— yeas  93,  nays  46,  aa  ioUows  i 
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YiAS — Mttsn.  Adams,  Alexander  of  TanneMee, 
Allen  of  Tennesvee,  Archer,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartley^  Brent,  Brown,  Burton,  Cam- 
breleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Collins,  Conner,  Cook,  Cushman,  Cuth- 
bort,  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  EAwards  of  Pennsyl- 
rania,  EMis,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forward,  Frost, 
Garnett,  Gatlin,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Henry, 
Hogeboom,  Houston,  IsackS)  Jennings,  F.  Johnson, 
Lawrisnce,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livingston, 
Locke,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  HcKee,  Mc- 
Laneof  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley, 
Marvin,  Mercer,  Metcilfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Penn- 
^Waoia,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Newtoui  Owen,  Patterson  of  PeimsyWania,  Poinsett. 
Richards,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Sloane, 
Spaigbt,  SUndeftr,  J.  Stephenson,  Stt^wart,  Talia- 
&tTO,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Udree, 
Vance  of  Ohio,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Wayne,  Webster, 
Whittlesey,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Sooth  Carolina, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Bartlett, 
Beecher,  Burleigh,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Crafts,  Craig, 
Crowoinshield,  Culpeper,  Day,  Foot  of  Connecticut, 
Forsyth,  Harris,  Harvey«  Herrick,  Hobart,  Ingham, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  Little^Livermore, 
I^ng,  McArthttf,  Mardndale,  Matlack,  Matson,  Nel- 
son,  Patterson  of  Ohio»  Plomer.  of  New  Hampshire, 
Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Reed,  Rich,  Ross,  Arthur 
Smith,  Sterling,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Tod,  Tomlin- 
•oin  Van  Wyckr  Whipple,  Whitman,  Williams  of 
Virginia,  Williams  oi  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of 
Ohio. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

COMMITTEE  ROOMS,  &c 

,  Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  joint  committee  appoint- 
ed by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  to  make  such 
distribution  of  the  rooms  of  the  centre  building  of 
the  Capitol,  as  the  business  and  convehience  of 
the  two  Houses  require,  made  the  following  re- 
port, vh : 

The  joint  committee  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representativee,  to  which  was  ref«rred  the  resohition 
directing  them  to  make  such  distribution  of  the  rooms 
of  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol  as  the  business 
and  convenience  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
require,  report : 

That,  in  the  centre  building,  besides  the  Rotunda 
and  Library  room,  (the  purposes  of  which  are  already 
designated,;  there  are  the  following  rooms  : 

In  the  boHment  9iory. 
» comer  rooms       -        .        •       19  by  27  feet 

3  looking  west  -  •  -  83  30  « 
8  smaller  rooms  -  -  •  14  80  •' 
1  looking  north  -  -  -  18  34  << 
1  looking  south      •        -        -      18       34    " 

_^  rooms  suitable  for  coumitteesw 

4  opening  into  courts. 

In  the  Muond  story. 

3  comer  rooms       -        -        .      19  by  37  « 

3  looking  west        -        .        .      33       80  '< 

3  looking  south  and  north ,     •       18       34  <'     - 

1  looking  on  south  court        •      19      -30  « 

1  looking  on  n«rth  court         •      19       34  « 


1  looking  west,  under  Library      30      43  « 
4  open  to  east  eonrts      -        ^      17      17  *< 

18  rooms  in  second  story. 


M  the  third  Hory. 


3  comer  rooms 
3  looking  south  and  north 
3  looking  south  and  north 
1  on  south  court    - 
1  on  north  court    - 

8  rooms  in  third  story. 


19  by  87  feet. 

18  34   X 
12       18    " 

19  20  '« 
19       24   « 


In  the  fourth  Hory. 

3  comer  rooms       -        •  -  19  by  S7  fM. 

3  looking  south  and  north  -  18      24  ** 

3  looking  south  and  north  •  13      18  *< 

1  looking  on  south  court  •  19      20   *< 

1  looking  on  north  court  -  19      24   '' 

8  rt>oms  in  fourth  story.  . 

RECAPlTDLATIOlf. 

Rooms  in  basemtat  story  (exdosifv  of  four 

opening  into  courts)  •  •  •  .  6 
Rooms  in  second  ctoiy  -  -  .  .13 
Rooms  in  thii^d  story  -  ...  9 
Rooms  in  Ibiwth  etoijr      •        -  .     •      -    8 


Total  number  of  rooms 


-  S7 


The  committee  have  appropriated,  the  room  is  Ibe 
third  story»  adjoining  the  Library  roonr,  and  ob  tiii 
north  of  it,  and  the  room  adjoining  thereto  dn  th« 
east,  numbered  22,  as  reading  rooms,  to  bs  coiueek^ 
with  the  Libt'ary.  They  recommend  thst  tlu  room 
adjoining  the  last  mentioned,  and  on  the  eut  of  it, 
numbered  23,  be  appropriated  as  a  oonsultatioa  room 
for  the  use  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Coartoftho 
0nited  States.  They  also  re^mmend,  that,  until 
Congress  shall  make  a  further  disposition  of  the  Ivp 
room  under  the  Library,  in  the  second  story,  the  nme 
msy  be  occupied  by  the  Columbian  Institoto  ti  1  pitc* 
for  holding  their  meetings,  and  a'  pTace  of  depooite  fat 
their  bookii,  papef%  furniture,  and  oolleetiosi. 

.4s  to  the  remaining  rooms,  the  csBiaftKe  heve 
appropriated  alt  those  north  of  the  eentroofthobaild. 
ing,  except  the  fourth  story,  to  the  Ssatls;  snd  ill 
those  south  of  tho  centre,  together  with  iksuholsof 
the  fourth  story,  to  tho  House  of  Repfsssautires. 

The  oommittae,  therefore,  submit  the  IsllswiAi  no* 
olution : 

lUiolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Xtfruttr 
taiitfee  of  the  UnUed  States  jof  America,  ia  Costfrca 
assembled.  That  tha  distribution  ^f  the  rooms  is  (be 
centre  building  of  the  Capitol  be  made  agreesbijie 
the  aboye  report. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read, and  agm^ 
to  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlor^  ic  was  thea  resolred 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  make  distributioft 
of  the  rooms  in  the  Capitol,  appropriated  to  the  use 
of  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, Mr.  Hamiltok,  Mr.  Kbht,  Mr.  ToD|  Mr. 
Hempbill,  Mr.  CoMniCT,  and  Mr.  JSimT,  wete 
appointed  the  said  committee 
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ACCOUNTS  OF  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  *' making  proTJsioo 
for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  late  Gofernor  of  the  State  of  New 
York." 

The  question  recurring,  from  yesterday,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Wigkliff£,  to  strike  out*  the  first 
seciion  of  the  bill,  he  modified  that  motion,  by 
proposing,  as  a  substitute  for  the  part  stricken  out, 
a  section  which  went  to  allow  only  the  amount 
settled  at  the  Treasury,  and  cpniained  in  the  Pres- 
ident's Messase  on  this  subject,  (viz,  $60,239  24.) 
He  supported  this  amendment  by  going  into  a 
summary  view  of  the  pecuniary  transactions  be- 
tween Mr.  ToMPKiiTB  and  the  Go\^rnment,  and 
contended  thai  the  sum  already  allowed  to  that 
individual,  was  equivalent  to  a  salary  of  $76,000 
per  annum  for  his  personal  services,  a  reward 
moch  greater  than  had  ever  been  given  to  any 
other  person  for  public  services.  Mr.  W.  referred 
to  similar  exertions  mltde  by  others  to  support  the 
national  credit,  die. 

Mr..Liv£a«ORB  spoke  in  reply,  and  contended 
that,  having  referred  the  settleoaent  of.  th.ese  ac- 
counts to  the  President,  and.  having  received  his 
decision,  it  was  unworthy  of  the  dignity  of  the 
House  to  go  into  a  farther  contest  of  the  claim. 
He  remarked  on  the  justice  of  the  principles  on 
which  the  claim  rested,  but  said  it  was  too  late 
to  investigate  those  principles,  since  the  President 
had  given  bis  award.  It  was  better  to  pay  him 
his  demand  than  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House 
in  pa^sin^  eulogies  on  his  patriotism  and  services. 

Mr.  WiLUAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  that 
there  was  no  dispute,, on  either  side,  whether  the 
amount  awarded  by  the  President  was  to  be  paid, 
but  pnly  concerning  an  item  on  which  the  Presi- 
dent had  not  mdde  up  a  determination,  viz :  the 
allowance  of.  interest  on  his  commi.ssions.  He 
denied  that  the  amount  of  these  commissions  Vas 
due  as  -soon  as  the  money  was  disbursed  by  Mr. 
Tompkins,  sin^e  t^^ere  was  no  law  which  si^nc^ 
tioned  any  such  demand.  Those  coramissioi^ 
iKrere  not  doe  till  the  law  was  passed  which  allow- 
ed them ;  and.  if  any  interest  on  the  commissions 
mras  due  at  all,  it  would  not  be  due  farther  back 
than  the  date  of  that  law.  He  contended  for  a 
principle  of  equal  dealing  with  all  claimants— 
"which  he  insisted-was  a  fundamental  principle  of 
this  GovammenL  He  condemned  the  idea^of 
settling  a  debt  of  moral  gratitude  in  dollars  and 
cents.  Interest  was  never  alio  wed  j  by  law  on  a 
running  account,  and  this  account  was  not  settled 
till  last  year.  He  deprecated  the  precedent  which 
the  propoM  act  would  establish.  If  it  passed, 
its  principle  must  be  applied  to  the  multitude  of 
Tarious  claims  which*  are  presented  to  this  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  Manodm  replied,  and  took  the  opposite 
side  of  the  question,,  contending  against  the  pre- 
sumption that  Government  is  always  both  ready 
and  willing  to  p^y  a  just  demand  against  it ;  a 
presumption  which,  in  many  cases,  could  not  be 
denied  to  be  in  flat  contradiction  of  fact  He 
showed  how  the  claim  arose,  and  contended  that 
Governor  Tompkins  had  been  a  leader  to  the 


Gorernment  to  a  great  amount,  at  a  moment  of 
its  utmost  need — when  the  President  and  all  the 
Secretaries  could  not  raise  $3,600,  to  pay  the  most 
pressing  demand.  He  maintained  the  equity  of 
allowing,  that,  if .  commissions  were  due  at  all, 
they  were  due  as* soon  as  the  disbursements  were 
EtHade. 

Mr.  Ross  argued,  that  as  the  President"  had 
'awarded  a  sum  different  from  that  found  by  the 
New  York  jury,  the  Hause  ought  not. to  consider 
itself  under  any  obligation  to  be  governed  by  it. 
He  went  into  a  review  of  the  settlement  of  Mr. 
Tompkins's  accounts,  as  made  by  the  Treasury 
and  allowed  by  the  Prest(ienl,and  conten^ded  that 
it  ought  not  to  go  any  further. 

Mr.  Ellis  protested  against  the  negative  vote 
of  all  who  yesterday  opposed  the  passage  of  the 
bill  beioff  interpreted  as  expressive  of  an  opposition 
to  the  whole  cuim,  but  only  so  much  of  it  as  re- 
spected, the  interest. on  commissions.  Many  who 
gave  that  vote  were  williuff  to  subscribe  to  the  ac- 
count as  audited  at  the  Treasury;*  He  objected 
to  any  argument  from  the  patriotism  or  services 
of  the  claimant ;  the  claim  was  a  matter  of  jus- 
tice, and  not  a  question  of  generosity  or  gratitude. 
He  maintained  that  interest  was  applicable  only 
to  cases  of  absolute  certainty — ^it  followed  cer- 
tainty in  a  debt,  as  the  shadow  followed  the  suIk 
stance.  -  These  commissions  were  wholly  uncer- 
tain previous  to  the  act  which  allowed  them. 
Neither  the  sum  on  which  they  were  to  be  allow- 
ed, nor  the  rate  by  which  they  were  to  be  allowed, 
was  ascertained  till  the  law  settled  it.  He  dia 
not  object  to  the  allowance  of  interest  on  the 
balaqces  du&r-it  had  his  hearty  assent-— although 
it  was  a  departure  from  the  ordinary  rule  of  the 
Government.  He  thought  the  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances of  the  advances  made,  was  sufficient 
to  justify  it.  But  he  objected  to  the  principle  of 
allowii^g  interest  on  commissions,  and  deprecated' 
the  precedent. 

Mr.  McLavb  rose  in  reply — ^maintainia|r  that 
this  was  not  a  claim  for  interest  on  commissions 
as  such  ;  but  for  interest  on  a  balance  justly  due, 
into  which  those  commissions  happened  to  enter; 
if  the  balance  was  due  the  interest  was  also  ducb 
As  to  the  rate  of  commissions  beinff  greater  than 
usually  allowed  bv  Government  on  disbursements, 
he  contended  that  they  were  not  allowed  in  this 
case  on  mere  disbursements,  but  on  the  raising  of 
money  on  private  responsibility  and  disbursing  it 
at  personal  risk,  (and  which  had  issued  in  the* 
ruin  of  the  individual.)  To  the  argument  from 
precedent,  he  replied  by  adducing  a  long  list  of 
cases  taken  from  the  records  of  the  Treasury,  in 
which  interest  had  been  allowed. 

The  debate  was  then  farther  continued  by 
Mr.  Cooke,  Mr.  WaiaaT,  Mr.  Wabpiblo,  Mr. 
Williams,  Mr.  Too,  Mr.  Mallabt,  and  Mr. 
Reynolds,  who  advocated  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  WiCKLtPFB ;  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Mc- 
Lanb  and  Mr.  Bbbmt,  who  opposed  it,  and  con- 
tended for  9115,000. 

Mr.  Wbiqbt,  of  Ohio,  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  Reluctant  as  I  am  to  enter  into 
debate  on  this  ^ueatioa,  or  to  oppoae  the  pamga 
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of  a  biU,  having  for  its  object  the  settleowot  of 
the  claims  of  an  highly  distinguished  and  merito- 
rious public  officer,  a  sense  of  public  duty  impels 
me  to  present  to  tbe  House  my  views  upon  the 
subject  under  consideration.  But,  before  I  pro- 
ceed to  eiamine  the  case,  it  may  be  well  to  give 
you  my  conception  of  the  real  state  of  ^he  ques- 
tion before  you. 

The  bill,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  contains  two  provisions  of  widely  dif- 
ferent character<--one  for  paying  to  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident $60,239  24^  the  sum  awarded  by  the  Presi- 
dent; the  other  for  paying,  in  addition  to  that 
sum,  the  further  sum  of  about  9^5,000,  as  interest 
upon  the  commission  of  £ve  per  cent,  allowed  him 
for  xlisbursing  the  public  money.  The  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  go^  to  the 
vtjectioQ  ot  the  whole  bill,  and  to  substitute  a 
simple  provision,  appropriating  a  sum  for  the 
payment  of  the  award  of  the  President,  withoot 
the  allowance  of  interest.  I  am,  sir,  in  fttvor  of 
the  substitute ;  and,  if  it  be  adopted,  shall  vote  for 
the  bill,  but,  if  rejected,  shall  feel  royaelf  bound  to 
rote  against  the  bill.  I  am  in  favor  of  this  ap- 
propriation, because  it  :is  the  dteision  of  the  Pre- 
sident, the  umpire  chosen  by  ourselves  to  settle 
thia  claim ;  and  it  is  not  my  design  to  enter  into 
an  examination  of  the  meritorious  and  distin- 
ffuished  services  of  the  late  Governor  of  New 
York,^or  of  the  allowances  made  him  by  the  Pre- 
sident. But,  sir,  it  may  be  important  to  recall  to 
your  recollection  the  situation  of  the  affairs  of 
this  countrv,  and  the  positioii  the  claimant  occu- 
pied in  relation  to  them,  at  the  commencement 
and  during  the  Audition  of  these  services. 

The  present  Vice  President,  during  the  late  war, 
filled  the  gubernatorial  chair  of  New  York,  at  a 
salary  of  $7,000  or  $7,500  per  annum,  and  at  the 
same  time  acted  av  a  Major  General  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States^  in  the  receipt  of  pay  and 
emoluments,  in  addition  to  the  salary  as  Govern- 
or, of  .at  least  $4,000  per  annum,  making  a  total 
amount  of  pay,  dbc.,  of  upwards  of  ^11,000  a  ^Ar. 
As  €k)vernor  he  was  commander-in-chief  of  the 
military  force  of  New  Yotk,  and  bound  in  duty, 
as  such,  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  that  State. 
Aa  Major  General  of  the  United  Statee,  he  was 
equally  bound  to  secure  his  command  from  the 
inroads  of  the  enemy,  and  I  believe  his  command 
was  the  whole  State  of  New  York.  In  diseharg- 
ing  th^  duties  pertaining  to  him,  in  the  very  im- 
Dortant  station  he  filled,  he  exhibited  a  zeal,  vi^i* 
lant  industry,  and  perseverance,  that  could  onlybe 
incited  by  an  ardent  attachment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion and  liberties  of  his  country,  and  a  fixed  de- 
termination, at  anj  and  all  hazards,  to  sustain  her 
cause,  as  well  against  foreign  enemies  as  domestic 
foes.  This  conduct  secured  to  him  the  admiration 
of  his  countrymen,  and  entitled  him  to  their  grat- 
itude—an admiration'  and  gratitude  in  which  I 
claim  to  participate  in  no  small  degtee.  Sir,  every 
citizen  in  a  r^ublic  <me$  to  his  country  the  exer- 
tion of  every  iaculty  of  mind  and  'body,  And  how- 
ever meritorious  the  services  of  this  distinguished 
individual  were,  they  reached  only  a  faithful  dis- 
charge of  the  ^tiea  of  his  stnlion. 


I  Owin^  to  causes  which  it  is  unnecessary  for  me 
to  explain, to  you,  the  affairs  of  your  Treasury  b^ 
came  extremely  embarrassed  during  the  war,aiHi 
its  credit  sunk  so  low  that  it  could  not,  without 
difficultv,  raise  a  dollar  to  meet  the  manv  and 
ur^nt  demands  upon  it ;  and,  while  at  the  lownt 
point  of  depression,  the  calls  for  protection,  aioof 
an  extended  and  ex[K>sed  frontier,  were  the  most 
pressing.  An  emission  of  Treasury  notes  was  ^^ 
sorted  to,  but  the  combined  efforts  of  broken  and 
stock-jobbers  sunk  them  immediately  below  par. 

,  The  necessity  of  deCending  the  great  and  import- 
ant city  and  State  of  New  York,  was  palptUf, 
but  the  means  of  affording  protection  seemed  lo 
be  without  the  reach  of  the  <Jeiieral  GoverDmcst. 
Gk)vernor  Tompkins  was  urged  to  negotiate  loaai 
from  the  banks  in  New  York:  the  Treasorf  of 
the  Union  was  pledged  for  the  ultimate  paymat, 
and  for  the  transmission  of  Treasury  notes,  to  be 
held  as  collateral  securitj.  This  is  evideneed  bf 
matters  of  general  notonety,  and  by  the  report  m 
the  Committee  of  Ways  «nd  Meads,  whidi  I 
shall  have  occasion  hereaf^  to  notice.  Govenw 
Tompkins  received,  in  addition  to  the  assttraoea 
of  the  Bxecutive  Depjirtroent,  those  of  manyia- 
Auentiai  men  in  New  York,  of  the  ultimate  aliili^ 
and  disposition  of  the  Government  to  iDdeffloify 
him.  The  banks  refused  the  loan  direct  to  tiie 
National  Government,  (probably  because  oo  law 
authorited  it  to  be  made,)  and  GUrrernor  Tomp- 
kins was  onl^  able  to  procure  the  adranea  iy 
using  his  own  credit,  backed  by  his  friends.  Is 
this  way,  about  $900,000  waa  procured  from  the 
Corporation  of  New  York,*  (to  be  expended  io  pro- 
tecting the  cjty)and  the  banks;  afidGoTeraor 
Tompkins  disbursed  this  sum,  and  ahout  as  moeh 
more,  $1,844,262  67. 

In  the  discharge  of  the  various  duties  coafided 
to  him,  some  irregularity  in  hie  vouchers  was  to 
be  expected, anda  consequent  eiiibamBsmeot.  In 
the  settlement  of  his  accounts  with  the  State  of 
New  Yofk,  as  well  as  with  the  General  Oovcfd- 
ment,  difficulties  occurred,  and  baiaaces  were  re- 
ported against  him.  That  of  New  Iwkf  lo  an 
amount  of  about  $100^000.  was  released  ro  him 
by  a  legislative  act,  while  toe  Treasoiy  reports  oa 
his  acconnts  with  the  United  States  remaiiied  oa- 
paid.  The  act  of  Congress  prohibiting  the  pay* 
ment  of  salaries,  ^.,tpany  officers  against  whom 
balances  were  standing  upon  the  Treasury  hooks, 
until  thote  balances  were  pttid,  occasioned  a  sas- 
pension  of  .the  salary  of  the  Vice  President,  aad 
drew  from  him  a  request  to  have  suit  afaiost  him. 
Suit  was  brought  against  hira  in  the  District  Court 
of  New  York,  and  a  verdict  found  in  his  frroTi 
accompanied  by  an  unofficial  certificate,  which  I 
nwi  not  noUoe ;  for  no  one  since  has  regarded  it 
aa  furnishing  any  evidence  in  support  of  tbeelain. 
In  this-  state  of  things  application  was  made  to 
Congress,  and  the  prohibttorv  clause  of  the  lav 

^as  repealed,  so  far  as  regarded  thf  salary  of  the 
Vice  President;  nnU  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  were  authorized  to  settle  his  accoooti 
upon  ju-incipldi  of  justiee  and  eooity,  sohjrct  to 
the  revision  and  final  decision  of  the  Prvsideat. 
It  is  manifest  that  the  cUoms  of  Qovenor  Tomp- 
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kins  were  not  predicated  upon  any  laws  of  the 
United  States,  existing  at  the  time  of  his  diaburse- 
ments,  or  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
February,  1823,  otherwise  that  act  would  have 
been  useless. 

Sir,  the  accounts  of  this  officer,  under  the  law 
just  mentioned,  were  adjusted  at  the  Treasury, 
and  a  balance  reported  in  fa  vorof  Grovernor  Totup- 
kias  of  $35,190,  which  was  communicated  by  the 
President,  in  a  Message  to  the  House,  on  the  7lh 
December  last,  in  which  you  are  told,  that,  having 
the  report  and  the  claim  for  additional  allowance 
under  consideration,  the  -President  is  of  opinion 
that  a  large  sum  ought  to  be  allowed  to  Governor 
Tompkins,  which  would  have  been  before  decided 
on,  had  he  not  delayed  the  decision,  at  his  request, 
I  know  not  what  induced  the  request  for  delay ; 
for  it  does  not  appear  that  any  vouchers  were 
wanting,  nor  is  any  reason  whatever  given  for  it. 
An  appropriation  was  recommended  for  the  bal- 
ance reported,  and  we  unhesitatingly  made  it.  This 
Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means — one  of  the  ablest  in  the  House^-^and, 
it  is  i^orthy  of  remark,  that,  although  the  Presi- 
dent only  reported  in  part,  and  did  not  surrender 
the  power  given  him  to  decide  on '  the  residue  of 
the  claims,  the  allowance  of  which,  had  been  de- 
layed, in  consequence  of  Grovernor  Tompkins^s  re- 
quest, or  even  doubt  their  extent — yet  that  comr 
m  it  tee  reported  that  the  powers  vested  in  the  Pre- 
sident, under  the  act,  were  amply  sufficient  to  a 
decision  of  the  claimj  and  recommended  its  jrefbr-, 
ence  back  to  the  President,  to  be  settled,  upon 
the  four  following  principles : 

First,  That  interest  should,  be  allowed  to  him 
on  all  moneys  advanced  by  him.  for  the  public, 
from  the  time  of  the  advance  to  tnat  of  his  being 
reimbursed. 

Second,  Th^t  a  reasonable  commission  should 
be  allowed  him  in  on  all  moneys  disbursed  by  him 
during  the  late  war. 

Third,  That  an  indemnity  should  be  allowed 
him  for  all  bsses  which  he  had  sustained  by  the 
failure  of  the  Government  to  fulfil  its  engagements 
to  send  him  money,  or  Treasury  notes,  within  the 
time  specified,  to  be  deposited  in  certain  banks,  as 
collateral  security  for  loans  procured  by  him  at 
the  request,  and  on  account  of,  the  Gloyernment 

Fourth,  That  he  should  not  beheld  responsible 
for  losses  incurred  by  the  frauds  and  failures 
of  sub-agentsy  to  whom  moneys  were  advanced 
through  his  hands. 

This  report  was  concurred  in  by  the  House, 
without  opposition,  and  is,  to  my  mind,  a  singu- 
lar interference  with  the  Executive  in  the  per- 
formance of  a  power  limited  in  its  terms  only  by 
bis  discretion.  But,  sir,  the  report  speaks  the 
opinion  this  able  committee  then  entertained  of 
the  principles  by  which  the  Executive  and  our- 
selves should  be  governed  in  settling  the  accounts 
of  Governor  Tompkins,  and  furnishes  me  evi- 
dence, which. the  committee  ^vili  certainly  deem 
creditable,  that  the  allowance  of  interest  on  the 
commission,  (which  is  now  so  eagerly  pressed  by 
them,)  was  pot  then  considered  by  them  as  em- 
braced within  any  recognised  principle^  This 
18th  Coif.  1st  Scss.— 85 


House,  in  adopting  this  report,  made  its  assump- 
tions and  principles  its  own. 

The  President  again  had  this  account  under 
consideration,  and,  in  his  Message,  of  the  28lh  of 
April,  communicated  to  you  the  result.  He  states 
that,  under  the  first  head  of  allowance,  he  had 
allowed  Governor  Tompkins  $14,438  68,  on  the 
'*  declarations  of  Mr.  Tompkins''  that  the  remit- 
tances made  to  him  after  his  advances,  and  pre- 
vious to  the  24th  of  December,  1814,  when  a  very 
large  sum  was  remitted  to  him,  was  applied  to 
public  purposes,  and  not  to  reimburse  Lis  ad- 
vances ;  that,  under  the  second  head,  he  allowed 
him  $92,213  13,  or  five  per  cent,  on  the  whole 
sum  disbursed  by  him,  "  an  extra  allowance,  in 
consideration  of  the  aid  which  he  afibrded  to  the 
Grovernment  at  that  important  epoch,  in  obtain-, 
ing  the  loan  of  a  considerable  part  of  the  sum 
thus  disbursed."  Under  the  third  head,  he  al- 
lowed $4,414  25)  being  the  "  amount  of  the  loss 
sustained."  Under  the  fourth  head, '"  no  loss  b^ 
ingshown,  no  allowance  whatever  has  been  made." 
These  ^ums  amount  to  $111,063  06,  and  leaves, 
after  deducting  the  payments  and  sums  charged 
to  his  account,  due  to  Governor  Tompkins  a  bal- 
ance of  $60,238  46,  the  sum  the  proposition  under 
consideration  provides  to  pay.  The  President 
tells  you  also,  sir,  that,  upon  this  settlement,  a 
question  arises  as  to  interest  on  the  commission, 
and  that,  inasmuch  as  if  the  claims  had  been  set- 
tled upon  the  principles  of  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, the  commi;>sion  would  have  been  paid  him, 
that  "  consideration  operates  with  great  force  in 
favor  of  the  allowance,"  which  he  recommends 
to  Congress,  to  whom  he  considers  the  question 
exclusively  to  belong.    • 

'  1  do  not  understand  this  as  recommending  the 
payment  of  interest,  but  as  presenting  to  our  con- 
sideration the,reasons  which  suggested  themselves 
to  him  for  an  allowance  not  embraced  within  any 
general  principle,  or  the  provisions  of  the  law  (m 
tbe  last  session.  The  law  of  the  last  session  au- 
thorized the  settlement  of  these  accounts  upoA 
principles  of  justice  and  equity ;  and  if  justice  and 
equity  require  of  us  to  pay  the  $55,000  interest 
upon  this  commission,  which  the  President  con- 
siders an  extraaliowance,  it  was  embraced  within 
the  express  authority  given  in  the  act.  Sir,  I 
mean  no  disrespect  to  the  Executive,  nor  would  I 
treat  his  recommendations  lightly;  but  my  public 
duty  is  a  paramount  consideration,  and  in  my 
character  of  a  guardian  of  the  public  Treasury,  I 
cannot  consent  to  appropriate  the  people's  money 
without  my  own  mind  is  satisfied  that  justice  re- 
quires it.  If  tlie  President  had  decided  that  the 
interest  should  be  paid,  I  should  have  felt  bound, 
because  by  law  the  matter  was  referred  to  his  de- 
cision. The  allowance  is  not  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  was  not  heretofore  considered  by.  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  as  proper,  but 
seems  to  be  an  after-thought  of  the  committee,  in- 
fluenced by  feelings  of  gratitude,  and  to  be  pressed 
rather  as  a  matter  of  experiment  than  conviction. 
I  feel  mytielf  warranted  in  saying  this,  sir,  bv  the 
course  pursued  by  the  committee.  If  the  allow- 
ance rests  upon  principles  of  justice  and  equity 
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why  DOt  present  it  to  us  ftod  urge  it  apon  that 
ground  aloue  ?  If  dependent  upon  these  princi- 
ples, the  whole  sum  is  due,  and  the  committee 
should  insist  upon  every  dollar  of  it ;  yet  we  are 
one  moment  urged  to  gire  ffllSfiOO,  which  is 
several  hundred  dollars  short  of  the  interest  com- 
^ted  upon  their  own  principles,  iand  the  next 
moment  besought  to  give  $100,000,  predicated 
upon  the  unomcial  certificate  of  the  New  York 
Jury,  which  is  some  $14,000  less  than  the  interest 
would  swell  this  balance  to.  These  several  sums 
are  all  pressed  uj)on  you,  as  resting  upon  the  same 
principles  of  justice  and  equity!  Sir,  those  prin- 
ciples are  unchangeable,  and  gentlemep  cannot 
vary  them'to  answer  their  vary  ingpurposes.  When 
gentlemen  seek  to  change  the  settled  rules  of  con- 
duct, they  should  at  least  endeavor  to  observe  the 
rules  of  consistency  in  the  reasons  they  ofier  to 
effect  their  end. 

It  is  urged,  sir^  that  this  is  an  extraordinary 
case,  and  not  subject  to  the  common  rule.  That 
the  services  rendered  were  of  the  highest' charac- 
ter, and  most  eminently  beneficial ;  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Hamilton) 
urges  lis  to  make  a  distinction  between  the  rule 
applicable  to  the  settlement  of  a  blacksmith's  ac- 
count, and  the  rule  applicable  to  the  great  and 
beneficial  services  of  this  distinguished  citizen  \ 
I  must  be  permitted  to  look  at  this  claim,  when 
presented,  as  a  matter  of  account,  at  least ;  in  the 
same  way  I  would  look  upon  the  demand  of  the 
humblest  individual  in  community,  and  to  settle'^ 
it  by  the  same  rule.  The  doctrine  of.  the  gentle- 
man from  Sooth  Carolina  is  not  founded  m  any 
principle  known  In  this  Government,  and  f,  for 
one,  sir,  will  protest,  as  long  as  I  can  raise  my 
voice,  against  applying  one  rule  of  justice  in  the 
adjustment  of  the  claims  of  the  rich  and  power- 
ful, and  another  more  contracted,  to  those  of  the 
poor  mechanic  or  laborer,  who  perform  your  ser- 
rice. 

Again,  it  is  urged  that  Governor  Tompkins  has 
claims  upon  the  gratitude  of  this  nation,  which 
should  induce  a  departure  from  the  established 
rule,  to  allow  this  interest.  If  your  mteful  feel- 
ines  induce  you  fo  give,  and  you  will  say  in  your 
bill,  they  are  the  movinc;  cause  X)f  vour  apprehen- 
sion, the  claim  would  be  better  than  it  now  is; 
yet  I  should  be  compelled  to  oppose  it.  The 
gratitude  of  this  nation  never  has  Mm,  and,  I  trust, 
never  foiU  he^  measured  by  dollars  and  cents,  or 
satisfied  by  appropriations  of  money.  The  fine 
feeling  of  patriotism,  which  all  are  proud  to  cher- 
ish, should  not  be  delidened  by  the  admission  of 
such  a  principle.  I  do  not  intend  to  examine  the 
merits  of  the  allowances  made  by  the  President, 
but  when  gentlemen  charge  the  American  people 
with  ingratitude ;  when  they  attribute  to  the  ad- 
Tocates  of  this  proposition  motives  adverse  to  the 
principles  of  justice,  I  must  claim  your  indulgence 
a  short  lime,  while  I  notice  them.  Your  publfc 
officers  are  paid  by  salaries,  per  diem  allowances, 
or  perquisites,  ana  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to 
incur  the  responsibility  of  disbursing  large  sums 
of  money ;  but  it  is  believed  this  is  the  only  in- 
stance where  it  has  been  claimed  that  a  salary 


officer,  disbursing  money  in  his  official  station, 
was  entitled  to  a  broker's  commission  upon  dis- 
bursements. I  know  many  gentlemen  in  the 
West,  who  served  during  tne  last  war,  and  ren- 
dered valuable  aid  to  the  Government,  who  were 
called  upon  to  disburse  large  sums  of  money,  (and 
one,  who  is  now  near  me,  not  only  disbursed  large 
sums  of  money,  but  frequently  exerted  his  own 
credit  to  procure  funds  to  "sustain  his  command,] 
and  yet,  I  believe,  no  one  of  them  ever  tboaghi 
of  making  a  Charge  of  commission  upon  tbesams 
disbursed.  The  case  of  Stetson,  of  Boston,  en- 
ployed  in  the  supply  department,  has  been  ailaded 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  as  a 
strong  case,  and  has  but  a  few  days  ago  been  an- 
der  your  consideration.  He  was  naerely  a  dis- 
bursinff -officer,  and  under  no  obligation,  except 
that  of  the  patriot,  to  expend  a  dollar  bevond  toe 
funds  in  his  hands.  His  case,  among  tne  does- 
m'ents  on  your  table,  shows  an  expenditure  by  bin 
of  about  9750,000,  much  of  which  he  had  ad- 
vanced of  his  own  funds,  and  procurM  loans  fno 
individuals  and  banks  for  much  more.  He  saved 
you  a  laree  amount  of  money  by  his  unremined 
industry,  besides  keeping  your  Army  from  gmt 
sufierinff  and  distress.  The  law  unoer  which  he 
acted  allowed  him  a  commission  of  2^  per  eent. 
provided  it  did  not  exceed  9^,000  a  year.  He 
kept  an  exact  account  of  interest.  He  presented 
his  account  to  you,  and  after  pressing  it  upcm  yon 
by  every  consiaieraiioD,  you  rejected  his  claim  at 
I  intertstj  and  compromised,  by  allowing  bim,  and 
it  was  alt  he  could  extort  from  you,  a  sam  not 
quite  equal  to  the  $2,000  a  year,  and  far  short  ol 
2^  per  cent,  upon  the  moneys  he  disbctned.  What 
distinguishes  that  claim  from  this?  Caste  of  this 
kind  are  numerous.  Your  tables  are  loaded  witJi 
them ;  but  your  rules  as  to  them  are  inflexibie. 

These  are  xhe  ordinary  cases  of  persons  going 
beyond  the  requirements  of  their  duty,  toserreihe 
country,  although  the  exertions  used^and  tber^ 
sponsibilities  incurred,  are  Of  an  extraordinary  and 
meritorious  kind.  If  you  b^ginr  to  niaie  excep- 
tions, where  will  you  stop?  This  Goreromeot, 
sir,  has  not  been  ungrateful  or  lUiberai  to  this 
meritorious  officer.  On  the  contrary,  the  facts  of 
the  case  show  an  extraordinary  liberality.  It  is 
said  the  services  of  Go^vernor  Tompkins coalinned 
for  a  period  of  eighteen  months.  If  you  compote 
his  salary  as  Governor,  his  pay  and  emolameots 
as  Major  General,  the  allowance  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  New  York,  and  the  allowance  by  the  Pre- 
sident, exclusive  of  interest,  he  will  get  aboot 
9230,000,  or  near  913.000  a  month.  There  w 
no  three  officers  of  the  Government,  incladiag 
the  President,  that  has  been  allowed  as  mneh. 
Yet  we  are  told  the  people  are  un^ratefal,  and 
that  w^  are  persecutmg  thUar  individoal.  The 
President  considers  the  allowance  he  made  as  an 
"  extra**'  one.  The  committee  propose  to  go  for- 
t her  than  we  haVe  gone  before*  in  any  case,  and 
because  we  cannot  see  our"  way  clear,  we  are 
charged  with  opposition  to  this  officer,  and  of 
lending  our  aid  to  persecute  him.  Yon  have  seen, 
sir.  the  imputation  is  wholly  groundless.  I  regret 
that  I  felt  called  upon  to  make  these  obserrations, 
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bot  the  course  tftken  in  opposition  seemed  to  re- 
qaire  it.  Before  I  quit  the  subject,  allow  me  to 
add,  that  not  only  the  President's  Messaee,  but 
the  repprt  ol'  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
themselves,  and  notorious  facts,  warrant  the  as- 
sumption that  the  loans  were  negotiated  by  Gk>t- 
ernor  Tompkins,  as  the  agent  of  the  Government, 
upon  the  credit  and  on  account  of  the  Govern- 
ment; and,  if  it  had  not  been  for  an  ultimate 
dependence  upon,  and  confidence  in,  the  Govern- 
ment, no  loans  would  have  been  effected ;  what- 
erer  reason  there  ma^f  have  been  fbr  securing  the 
ostensible  responsibility  of  Governor  Tompkins,' 
the  credit  must  have  been  mainly  given  to  the 
Government,  and  obtained  under  an  agreement 
between  the  Groveroment  and  Governor  Tomp- 
kins. 

The  proposition,  sir,  is  an  important  one,  and, 
in  order  to  give  e^etj  gentleman  an  opportunity 
to  leoord  his  vole  on  the  question,  I  call  for  the 
ayes  and  noes. 

When  Mr.  Wright  had  concluded — 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
stood — ^yeas  83,  nays  80,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Teiinesseei  AUen  of 
MaMachmettB,.  Baylies,  Bartlett,  Bartley,  Beecher, 
BJair,  Back,  Backner,  Burleigh,  Cady,  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts,  Culp^per,  Cuahman, 
Dwight,  Edwards  of  Penoaylvania,  £111%  Forward, 
Harria,  Harvey,  Henry,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooka,  Hous- 
ton, Ingham,'  laacka,  Jenpinga,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
J.  T.  Johtoaon,  Kremer,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Lincoln, 
Little,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McArthar^  McCoy, 
McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Hartindale,  Matkick,  Mat- 
•on,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Neale,  Net- 
ton,  Patteraon  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterion  of  Ohio, 
Plnmer  of  New  Hampahire,  Plamer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Prince,  Rankio,  Reynolds,  Rich,  Rosa,  Sandford,  Sib- 
ley, Sloane,  Arthur  Smith,  Standefer,  Sterling,  Swan, 
Test,  Tod,  Tomttnaon,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vin* 
ton,  Wariield,  Webater,  Whittlesey,  Wicklifie,  Wil- 
liams of  Virginia,  WilliaoM  of  North  Carolina,  lames 
Wilson,  Woods,  and  WrigbU 

Nats — Measrs.  Abbot,  Alaander  of  Virginia,  AI- 
en  of  Tanaeaaee,  Archer,  P.  P*  Barbour,  J.  8.  Bar- 
boar,  Brack,  Brent,  Brpwn,  Burton,  Oambreleng, 
Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cassedy, 
Cobb,  Collina,  Conner,  Crowninabield,  Cnthbert,  Day, 
Dwinell,  Eaton,  Edwarda  of  North  Carolina,  Fioyd, 
Foot  of  Connecticut^  Foote  of  New  York,  Froat,  gar- 
rison, Gatlin,  Giat,  Govan,  Garley,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Kent,  Kidder,  Law- 
rence, Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingaton,  McDuffie, 
McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mangum,  Markley, 
Marvin,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Newton,  Owen,  Poinsett,  Richards,  Rose,  Saunders, 
Bcott,  Sharpen  Alexander  Smyth,  Spatght,  A.  Steven- 
eon,  J.  .Stephenaon,  Stoddart,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
Taylor^en  £yek,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of 
Booth  Carolina,  Tyaoo,  Udree,  Vence  of  Ohio,  Van 
Wyck,  Wayne,  Whipple,  Williams  of  New  York, 
Henry  Wilaon,  and  Wooda. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Wicklifpe,  which 
appropriates  $60,239  d4,  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  reported,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading.  ^ 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Saturdat,  May  22. 

Mr.  Nnwroif,  from  the  Coinmittee  of  Cofll- 
merce,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  that  no  license  shall  be 
granted  to  any  boat  or  vessel  hereafter  built  or 
fitted  np,  and  moved  or  propelled  by  fire  or  steam, 
upon  the  principle  of  construction  commonly 
called  ^'  hiffh  pressure,"  made  a  report,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  fob  the  regulating  of  steamboats, 
and  for  the  security  of  passengers  therein ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any  law  exists 
in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  tne  Conven- 
tion of  the  3d  of  July,  1815,  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain ;  and,  also,  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  countervailing,  by  law, 
any  duties  or  port  cbarj^es  on  American  com- 
merce and  tonnage,  which  Great  Britain  may 
lay  thei'eon,  in  her  dolonies  or  elsewhere,  made  a 
report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  McLANff,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making 
appropriations  to  carry  into  efiR?ct  certain  treaties ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the 
bill  making  further  appropriations  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1824. 
(Indian  expenses.) 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred. 
DMde  a  report  relative  to  a  purchase  of  additional 
ground  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Washington,  to  be 
added  to  the  «ite  of  said  fort ;  which  report  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hbrrick,  the  House  took  np 
the  bill  *'to  erect  Bowdoinham,  ih  Maine;  Troy, 
in  New  York;  and  Fairport,  in  Ohio,  into  porta 
of  delivery. 

Mr.  Strong  ipoved  to  insert  the  cily  of  Hod- 
son  ;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  then 
reported  an<d  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  ^  to 
improve  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sijii  rivers,"  were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  bill  "to  establish  an  adaitional  laad  office 
in  the  State  of  Miasottri,"  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  this  day,  which  it  subsequently  received, 
was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Sentite. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLanb,  the  House  went 
again  into  Committee  of  the  Whole^  on  the  bill 
"making  appropriations  for  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1824,"  (Indian 
department;)  and  the  question  recurring  on  an 
additfonal  item  for  compensating  the  coinmis- 
sione'rs  to  ascertain  a  suitable  site  for  a  national 
armory  on  the  Western  waters,  Mr.  Williams, 
of  North  Carolina)  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  a  proviso  limiting  the  completion  of  the 
survey  to  one  year  from  the  present  time.  This 
amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Clat.  Mr. 
McLane  made  some  statements  of  the  facts  of 
this  survey;  and  Mr.  Williams  replied  to  Mr. 
Clat  in  explanation,  and  withdrew  his  motion. 
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The  bill  was  then  further  amended  by  a  pro- 
viso to  extinguish  the  title  of  the  Creek  Indians 
to  lands  within  the  limits  of  Greorgia. 

The  same  Committee  then  took  op  the  bill 
<'  making  appro{)riation  to  carry  into  effect  cer- 
tain Indian  treaties,"  and  also  the  bill  "  makios 
appropriation  for  the  Library  of  Congress:  '^  which 
having  been  amended,  the  three  above  bills  were 
reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  the  House  took  up 
the  bill  "to  authorize  the  legal  representatives  of 
the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge,  and  those  claim- 
ing under  Him,  to  institute  a  suit  against  the 
United  States  to  try  the  validity  of  their  titles ; " 
which  was  amended,  by  extending  the  time  al- 
lowed for  this  suit,  and  adding  a  proviso  saving 
bona  fide  claims  which  have  bsen  confirmed. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham,  the  Hoase  went  in- 
to Committee  of  the. Whole  on  the  bill  ''  author- 
izing the  employment  of  additional  clerks,  meK- 
•ensers,  assistants,  and  other  persons,  ia  the  sev- 
eraldepartments  of  the  Government." 

Mr.  CooKfi  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  provides  a  clerk  for  the  Surgeon  Gen- 
ei^al,  and  supported  the  motion  by  a  speech,  and 
the  reading  of  the  rules  of  the  Medical  depart- 
ment. The  motion  w,as  opposed  by  Mr.  Inoham, 
and  rejected  by  a  large  majority.  Several  amend- 
roeots  were  made,  providing  for  extra  clerk 
hire,  dbc. 

The  same  Committee  also  took  up  the  bill  rela- 
tive to  the  Patent  Office,  and  to  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  thereof. ' 

On  this  bill  considerable  discussion  tpok  place 
between  Messrs.  Inohah,  MoLane,  Livermobe, 
Ro8S,  and  Warfielo;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Livbrmore,  the  enacting  clause  wal  stricken  out. 
The  Committee  then  rose,  the  amendments  were 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  former  bill 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  this  day. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows: 

To  the  House  of  Representai'ms  of  ike  United  States : 

I  trtnsmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report 
of  the  Beeretary  of  the  Navy,  in  eomplience  with  their 
resolation  of  the  14th  of  April  last,  respecting  Prise 
Agents,  which  report  contains  the  information  re- 
4nested. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Wasbivhtok,  May  32,  1B24. 

The  above  communication  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Sharpe  in 
the  Chair/)  on  the  bill  to  allow  a  salary  to  the 
collector  of  the  port  of  entry  for  the  district  of 
Peosacola,  and  to  abolish  the  office  of  surveyor ; 
which  was  amended  by  allowing  a  salary  to  the 
collector  of  Nantucket ;  and  being  reported  to  the 
House,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-day. 

The  bills  '^  granting  land  to  the  parishes  of 
Point  Coupee  and  of  West  Baton  Rouge  on  cer- 


tain conditions,"  (viz :  making  a  levee,)  were  or- 
dered to  beieogrossed  for  a  thicd  reading. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  makiog 
further  appropriations  for  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  year  1824,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed.  The  title  waa  amend- 
ed by  adding  '^  and  for  other  purposes." 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  mothoriziog 
an  appropriation  for  the  use  of  the  Library  <tf 
Congress,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  paaed. 
The  title  was  amended  by  adding  thereto  these 
words :  ''and  for  furnishing  rooms  m  th«  Capitol" 
A  mebssaee  from  the    Senate  informed  the 
House  that  toe  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  of  thii 
House,  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Geoq^ 
Fisher,  with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House.    The  Senate  have 
also  passed  bills,  and  a  resolution,  of  the  following 
titles,  viz :  Ap  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Forrest; 
An  act  in  further  addition  to  "An  act  to  esiabhih 
an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,"  aod  to  repeil 
the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject;  Ab 
act  to  amend  an  act,  supplemental  to  ao  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  ninth  ir- 
ticle  of  the  treaty  concluded  between  the  United 
States  and  Spam,  the  22d  of  February,  181^** 
approved  the  3d  of  March,  IS^;  Aa  act  to  ex- 
tinguish the  Indian  claims  to  lands  within  the 
State  of  Missouri;   Resolution  aothoriziQg  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  furnish  a  copy  of  Tanner's 
American  Atlas  to  each  of  the  Ministers  Plenipo- 
tentiary and  Charge  des  Affaires  of  the  UoUed 
Slates  at  foreign  Gk»vernments ;  in   which  the 
Senate  ask.  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
Engrossed  bills'  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 
An  act  to  authorize  the  legal  represeotatires  of 
the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge,  aod  tiioae  elaim- 
ine  under  him,  to  institute  a  suit  against  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  other  purposes; 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  carry  into 
effect  certain  Indian  treaties ; 

An  act  concerning  pre-emption  rights  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas ; 

An  act  granting  a  tract  of  land  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Point  Coupee,  on  certain  coaditicNis; 

An  act  reserving  to  the  Wyandot  iribe  of  Indi- 
ans a  certain  tract  of  land  ia  lien  of  a  reservation 
made  to  them,  by  treaty ; 

An  act  to  allow  a  salary  to  the  collectors  of  the 
Districts  of  Nantucket  and  PeOsacola,  and  to 
abolish  the  office  of  Surveyor  of  the  District  of 
Peosacola;  w.ere  severally  read  the  third  timc^ 
and  passed^ 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Alexander  McNair,"  was  read  ike 
third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^Anactto 
enable  the  President  to  holdf  treaties  wi^  certain 
Indian  tribes,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  reid 
the  third  time^  and  passed,  as  amended. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  th«  relief  of  Gtoi^ 
Fisher,"  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commiiiee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  ti- 
tles, viz : 
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1st.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Forrest ; 

2d.  An  act  in  further  addition  to  an  act  to 
establish  an  uniform  system  of  naturalization, 
and  to  repeal  the  acts  Heretofore  passed  on  that 
subject ; 

3d.  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  supplemental  to 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  carry  into  effect  the 
ninth  article  of  a  treaty  concluded  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  the  22d  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1819,"  approved  the  third  of  March,  1823; 

4th.  An  act  to  extinguish  Indian  claims  to 
lands  in  the  State  of  Missouri;  were,  severally, 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred,  the 
Ist,  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce ;  the  2d,  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  the  3d,  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs;  the  4th,  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  joint  resolution,  from  the  Senate,  *<au* 
thoriziog  the  Secretary  of  State  to  furnish  a  copy 
of  Tanner's  American  Atlas  to  each  of  the  Min- 
isters Plenipotentiary  and  Charges  des  Affaires  of 
the  United  States  at  foreign  Governments,"  was 
read  twice,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

ACCOUNTS  OP  DANIEL  B.  TOMPKlKS. 

The  engrossed  bill  ^^  making  appropriation  for 
settling  the  claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late 
Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  against  the 
United  States,"  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Sloamb  said  a  few  words  in  opposition  to 
its  passage,  and  called  for  the  yeas  -and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  stood-'—yeas  114,  nays 
16,  as  follows:  • 

Tkas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  TennesBee,  Archer, 
P.  P.  Bsrboor,  Bartlstt,  Bartley,  Brsek,  Brown,  Cam- 
brdeng,  Cary,  Cobb,  Collins,  Condict,  Conner,  Cook, 
CrmfU,CrowDinthield,  Colpeper,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Bur^ 
fee^  Dwinell,  Eddy,  Edwsrdf  of  Psnosylvania,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carotins,  Poot  of  Connoeticttt,  Foote 
of  New  York,  Frost,  Garrison,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Go f ley, 
Harris,  Harvey,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Hsrrick,  Herkimer, 
Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Houston,  Jenkins,  J.  T. 
Johnson,  Kent,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Litchfield, 
Little,  Long,  McCoy,  MpDuffie,  McKim,  McLsae  of 
Delaware,  Mallary,  Matlack,  MaUon,  Miller,  MitchMl 
of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Ken- 
tucky, Mopre  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Newtonj 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Plamer  of  New  Hampshire, 
Plamer  of  Peiinsylvaaia,  Prince,  Reed,  Reynolds, 
Richsids,  Rich,  Saonders,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharps, 
Sibley,  Alexander  Smyth,  William  x  Smith,  Spslgbt, 
Standefer,  Sterling,  J^  Stapbenson,  Stoddard,  Talia- 
ferro, Tattnall,  Taylor,  Test,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Thompson  of  Kentocky,  Tod,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
Soaih  Carolina,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina, 
Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Waifield,  Wayne, 
'Whipple,  WhitUesey,  White,  Williams  of  New  York, 
'Williams  of  Virginia,  Williami  of  North  Carolina, 
James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  8oath  Caro- 
lina, Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  and  Wright 

Nats — Messrs.  BayUes,  Beecber,  Bnckner,  Cocke, 
Forward,  Garnett,  Isacka,  Leftwich,  McArtbnr,  Mc- 
JLean  of  Ohio,  Martindale,  MetcatiiD,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Ross,  Sloans,  and  Arthur  Smith. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


MoNDAT,  May  24. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affaics,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  *^An  act  to  amend  an  act  supple- 
mental to  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  carry  into 
effect  the  ninth  article  of  n  treaty  concluded  be* 
tween  the  United  States  and  Spain  the  22d  day 
of  February,  1819,'  approved  the  3d  of  March, 
1823,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment| 
and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  K£NT,  from  the  Committee  for  the  DistrieC 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  hill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an 
act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  certain 
turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  (dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  (George  Fisher,"  and  the  said 
amendments  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Jpdieiary,  to  which  was  re^ 
ferred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^'An  act 
to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes, 
when  committed  in  any  navy  yard,  fort,  arsenal, 
magazine,  dock-yard,  lighthouse,  or  other  place 
belonging  to  the  United  States,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  com* 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  18th  instant,  communicating  a  report  of 
Alexander  Hamilton,  respecting  land  claims  in 
Florida,  and  the  same  was  agam  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio,  the 
Doorkeeper  was  authorized  to  continue  one  of 
the  messengers  in  his  service  during  the  recess  of 
Congress,  to  be  employed  in  cleaning  and  pre- 
serving the  furnitnre,  and  in  cleaning  and  airing 
the  House. 

Mr.  Cambrelekg  laid  the  following  resolution, 
on  the  table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretsry  of  the  Tressury  be 
directed  to  ascertain  and  report  to  Congress,  at  its 
next  session,  the  rate  of  interest  at  which  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Sutet  wiU  continue  the  United  SUtes* 
loan  of  seven  millioni. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gun  let,  the  Hoasa  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Inqham  in 
the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  sev- 
eral acts  providing  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting 
the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  St.  Helena 
and  Jackson  Courthouse  districts ;  which  ^as 
amended  ;  and,  having  been  reported,  was  ordered 
to  a  third  readings 

The  resolution  oflered  a  few  days  since,  by  Mr* 
Thimble,  in  relation  to  importi^tioas  by  natives 
and  aliens,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  tp. 

^  A  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of  Heze- 
kiah  Langley  and  Benjamin  M.  Belt,"  was  read  a 
third  time.    Mr.  Cockb  moved  to  lay  the  bill  oa 
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the  table.  The  mption  did  not  carry.  Its  passage 
was  then  advocated  by, Messrs.  Williams,  of 
North  Carolina,  Kent,  Whittlesbt,  Sh^rpb. 
NsAL£,  A.  Smyth,  and  Warfield,  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Coo ile,  Whipple,  and  MgCot  ;  when 
it  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  exchange  a  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of 
four  and  a  half  per  cent.,  for  certain  stocks  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  six  per  cent ; 

An  act  establishing  Bowdoinbam,  in  the  State 
of  Maine,  Tro]r  and  Hudson  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  Fairport,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  ports 
of  delivery ; 

An  act  granting  a  tract  of  land  to.  the  parish  of 
West  Baton  Rouge,  on  certain  conditions  ; 

An  act  authorizing  the  employment  of  addi- 
tional clerks,  apd  certain  messengers  and  assist- 
ants, and  other  persons,  in  the  several  Depart- 
ments \  were  severally  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed* 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  '*An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  amend  an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Territorial  goveifnment  in  Florida,'  and  for  other 
purposes,"  with  an  amendment;  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate 
have  also  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz : 
Aa  act  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and 
Richard  Harris;  An  act  to  complete  the  survey 
of  the  southern  and  western  boundary  of  the  State 
of  Missouri ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representative  of  Thomas  Robinson,  deceased;  and 
An  act  explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  '*An  act  to 
provide  for  the  ejttinguishment  of  the  debt  due  to 
the  United  States  by  the  purchasers  of  public 
lands,"  improved  on  the  18th  day  of  May,  1824; 
in  which  bills  the  Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  Hooseu 

On  jnotion  of  Mr.  A.  Steybnson,  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  White  and  William  Da- 
Tidson ;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Liyinobton,  the  bill  regula- 
ting the  mode  of  practice  in  the  Circuit  Court  for 
the  District  of  Louisiana-^were  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  (Mr.  Sterling  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  '<  for  tne  relief  of  certain  dis- 
tillers in  the  United  States."  The  bill  was  slight- 
ly amended,  and,  having  been  reported,  was  pr- 
dered  to  a  third  reading* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  House  took  up 
the  bill  "  to  abolish  the  office  of  measurer." 

This .  bill  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Wood, 
Sbarpe,  and  Cambbeleno,  and  advocated  by 
Mtesrs.  Newton  and  Tomlinson. 

An  amendment  was  offered  by  Mr.  WEBflTXR, 
excepting  from  the  operation  of  the  bill  the  port 
of  Boston,  which  was  successively  modified  by 
adding  to  the  exception  the  porks  of  New  York. 
Philadelphia,  Salem,  Charleston,  dtc.' 


Mr.  Cambrbleng  moved  to  lay  the  bUl  on  the 
table ;  which  motioo  prevailed — ayes  61,  noes  50. 

Engrossed  bills,  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  distiUers  in  the 
United  States; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  White  and 
William  Davidson ;  were,  severally,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  "  to  regulate  the  practice  of  the  cireait 
court  ol  the  United  States,  in  the  district  of  Loa- 
isiana,"  being  read  a  third  time,  Mr.  Cobb  ex- 
pressed a  wish  for  further  information  before  he 
was  called  upon  to  vote  on  its  passage.  Messrs. 
Livingston,  Brent,  and  Webster,  went  into  as 
exposition  of  the  principles  of  the  bill,  and  ex- 
plained the  circumstances  of  that  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States^  ill  respect  to  the  l^al  practice  which 
had  prevailed  there,  and  the  oppressive  operation 
which  ftn  introduction  of  the  practice  under  the 
common  law  would  have,  an  evil  to  be  strongly 
deprecated. 

Mr.  Ross  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  as  in- 
troduciog  the  principles  of  the  civil  law,  and  lead- 
ing to  a  fruitful  harvest  of  litigation,  especially 
among  those  settlers  in  Louisiana  who  had  bea 
educated  in  other  States. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Seoaie. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  concerning  wrecb  on  the 
coast  of  Florida,  were  di^harsM  from  the  eon* 
sideration  thereof.  The  said  biU  was  then  amend- 
ed, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  to-day. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  tides,  m; 

1st.  An  act  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  othqr  purposes; 

2d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrowaod 
Richard  Harris; 

3d.  An  act  to  complete  the  tfurvey  of  thesonth- 
ern  and  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Mih 
Bouri; 

4th.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Icnl  rcpraeatr 
atires  of  Thoma»  Robinson,  deoeasra; 

5th.  An  act  explanatorjr  of  an  act,  eoticM  Ma 
act  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt 
due  to  the  United  States  by  the  bun^asers  of  the 
public  lands,'*  approved  on  the  18ih  of  MaT,lffi4; 
were,  severally,  read  the  first  and  sccona  times, 
and  referred :  the 

1st,  to  a  select  committee,  consisHog  of  Messn. 
Conway,  Brunt,  Letcher,  Scott,  and  Hoca- 
ton;  the 

2d,  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiaiis;  the 

3d,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands;  tw 

4th,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judicianr ;  the 

5th,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  die 
biU,  entitled  '^An  act  to  amend  an  act  eatided  'Aa 
act  to  amend  an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  ter- 
rftorial  government  in  Florida,  and  for  other  j»t' 
poses,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in  bjr  the  Howe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLanb,  the  biH  reservmr 
to  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indians  a  certain  tract « 
land  in  lieu  of  a  reservation  made  to  <*»**"  ?J 
treaty,  was  considered,  and  ordeircd  to  a  thira 
reading. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Con  way,  the  bill  '^concern- 
in^  pre-emption  rights  ia  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas,'' -wtLs  taken  up,  andordered  to  a  third  reading. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Cockb,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Brent  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  '^  making  ap- 
propriation to  enable  the  President  of  the  Udited 
States  to  hold  treaties  with  certain  Indian  tribes; 
and,  being  reported  without  amendment,  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wiluams,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Burton  in 
the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  from  the  Seaa^te  "for  the 
relief  of  Hezekiah  Langley  and  Benjamin  M.  Belt/' 
and  "  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  McNair,  of  Mis- 
souri." 

The  reports  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  were 
read,  when  the  bills  were  re))orted,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading. 

FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr.  FoRBTTB,  from  the  Comouttee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  yhich  bare  been  referred  daring 
the  present  session  sundry  petitions  and  memori- 
als from  insuranqe  companies,  and  from  mer- 
chants, and  other  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
upon  the  subject  of  spolialions  committed  on  their 
commerce,  on  the  high  seas  as  well  as  in  certain 
port9,  under  the  orders  or  decrees  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  subsequent  to  the  vear  1806,  made 
a  report  thereon,  which  was  laia  upon  the  table. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  CoBQXuitW  of  Foreign  Relations  "on  the  several 
petitions  bi  Ar^hibaliJ  GimQie»  fisrs  Davii,  Matthew, 
ThomM  8.,  and  I*evi|ias  Clatkson*  William  Gray,  and 
others,  of  the  Merchants'  aiul  Insuranca  Companies 
of  Philadelphia,  of  the  merchants  aad  underwtiters  of 
Baltimore,  referred  to  them  by  the  House*  report: 
That  the  petitioners  ask  the  intervention  of  Congress 
for  the  recovery  of  their  just  claims  against  France, 
for  spoliations  committed,  and  property  seiuid  or  de* 
stroyed,  under  different  pretexts,  since  the  year  1806* 
These  dalms  are  alluded  to  by  the  President,  in  his 
Message,  at  the  qpening  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, as  renting  upon  the  same  principle  with  other 
claims  which  have  been  admitted  by  the  French  CHiv- 
crnment,  .and«are  the  subject  of  the  correspondenoe  of 
the  Miaister  of  the  Uaiied  Stales  with  the  Fteoeh 
Gotemment,  communicated  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  the  .6th  of  February  last.    To  this  cor* 
respQodence  the  attention  of  the  Uouso  Is  invited,  for 
a  full  and  fair  lukderatanding  of  the  claims  of  the  pres- 
eot  petitioners,  and  of  the.  other  citisens  of  the  United 
StateSi  having  ahnilar  demands  against  France,  bat 
who  have  not  joined  in  this  appliealioh  for  redress. 

The  committee  have  seen,  with  surprise,  that,  al- 
though the.  attention  of  the  present  Government  of 
Francs  was  especially  invited  to  this  subject  in  1816, 
and  has  been  repeatedly  reeallsd  to  it,  since  that  lime, 
that  France  has  not  yet  thought  proper  to  enter  upon 
the  diecussien  of  it  No  other  answers  have  yet  been 
given  to  vaiious  official  coooimnaioations  of  the  ^n- 
istsr  of  the  United  States,  than  those  required  by  the 
mere  obligations  of  international  courtssy. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  measures  ought 
to  be  taken  to  impress  upon  France  the  necessity  of 
an  early  and  definite  adjustment  of  this  subjea ;  and 
the;  would  ofisr  such  measures  to  the  consideration 


of  the  House,  if  the  hope  was  not  entertained  that  the 
Government  of  France  would  be  found,  during  the 
ensuing  Summer,  prepared  to  investigate  it. 

The  committee  are  confident  that  a  fair  examina-» 
tion,  entered  into  with  a  disposition  to  do  full  justice, 
win  be  followed  by  an  arrangement  satisfactory  to  all 
parties. 

The  chums  of  our  citisens  may  be  divided  into  four 
classes.' 

1.  For  property  sequestered. 

2.  For  property  condemned,  regularly,  under  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. 

3.  For  property  irrsgnlariy  condemned  onder  the 
same  decrees,  inehiding  that  condemned  by  imperiid 
mandate,  without  the  ioterventaon  of  any  judieial  trf- 
badfsK 

4.  Fer  property  burnt  or  destroyed  at  sea ;  a  portion 
of  it  after  th^  decrees  authorising  such  ^estructioa 
had  been 'repealed, 

'  The  ftrst  class  includes,  in  addition  to  other  prop* 
arty  not  acted  upon  by  the  judicial  tribunals,  the  seia* 
nres  at  Aniwerpln  1807,  atSt  Sebastian  in  180^18» 
in  Holland  in  1810,  under  a  secret  article  of, the  treaty 
ineorporating  Holland  with  France.  The  right  of  tks 
claimants  to  an  immediate  and  full  indemnity  for  all 
ppoperty  seqaestered  and  never  condemned,  cannot  be 
plausibly  contested.  It  was  put  vnder  sequeeCration 
by  an  imperial  decree,  on  suspicion  that  it  was  Eng- 
lish property,  merely  to  give  time  to  ascertain  whether 
it  was  Eoglish  or  not  That  it  was  not  Baglisl^,  is 
now  well  known  to  the  Government  of  France.  Had 
it  been  English,  it  mast  have  been  given  up  or  pdd 
for,  under  the  fourth-  article  of  the  additional  articles 
of  the  tieaty  of  the  aoth  May,  1814,  between  that 
Power  and  Great  Britain.  By  that  article,  the  par* 
ties  stipulate  to  release  all  property  put  under  sequea- 
tration  since  178S.  If  the  proper^  of  oar'citixenii 
seized  at  Antwerp»  St.  Sebastian^  and  in  Holiandf  had 
been  what  it  was,  without  the  shadow  of  reason,  al- 
leged te  be,  payment  wpnld  be  dae  for  it  |a  Engliah 
owners.  A  stngnlar  -  spectacle  will  be  exhibited.  If 
payment  is  denied  when  the  motive  for  the  seizure  Is 
•hown  to  have  been  Ifalse,  or  should  any  doctrine  of 
France  place  the  property  of  a  neutral  in  a  irorso  sit* 
nation  than  if  it  had  belonged,  as  was  suspected,  to  an 
enemy.  Such  doctrine  cannot  be  advanoed  by  France, 
nnless  she  intends  to  instruct  other  Pewers,  that,  ia 
ail  luture  wais  in  which  she  may  be  engaged  with  a 
formidable  rival,  it  will  be  more  prudent  to  be  her  en- 
emy than  her  friend.  Nor  can  the  eommittee  antici- 
pate any  grounds  upon  which  a  decision  unfavorable 
to  the  other  claims  embraced  in  the  other  three  enu^ 
Berated  classes,  can  be  justly  made,  restmg  as  they 
obvionsly  do  apon  the  immutable  bases  of  justice  end 
national  law. 

A  due  regard  to  those  relations  of  amity,  that  have 
ever  united  this  Government  with  Firanoe,  to  the  stip- 
ulations of  her  treaty  with  tis^  tocher  character  for  HIh 
eral  justice  to  foreign  claimants,  will  doubtless  induce 
the  Government  of  that  country  to  adjust  those  daims 
whenever  they  are  fairly  considered. 

Under  the  hope  and  expectation  that  attention  will 
be  given  to  this  interesting  subject  by  France,  prior  to 
the  next  session  of  CongtesB^  the  committee,  without 
asking  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  several  petitions  referred  to  th6m,  recommend 
to  the  House  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  House,  at  the  next 
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sion,  as  early* as  the  public  interest  will  permit,  the 
corresponJeirce  which  may  be  held  witl|  the  OoTern^ 
ment  of  France,  prior  to  that  time,  on  the  subject  of 
injuries  sustained  by  citizens  of  the  United  States 
since  the  year  1806. 

TRADE  WITH  >fEXIOAN  PR0V[NCE8. 

The  following  Messages  were  received  from  the 
President  6f  the  UNifED  States,  viz : 

FIRST. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Vnited  States  f 

'  In  compManca  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives!  of  the  Idth  instant*  requesting  the 
President  to  communicate  any  information  he  may 
possess,  in  relation  ta  the  intercourse  and  trade  now 
carried  on  between  the  people  of  the  United  States 
(and,  particularly,  the  people  of  the  State  of  Missouri) 
and  the  Mexican  provinces ;  how  and  by  wh^  route 
that  trade  or  intercourse  is  carried  on ;  in  what  it  con- 
nsts,  the  distances,  dtc;  the  nations  of  Indians  through 
which  it  passes;  their  dispositions,  whether  pacific  or 
otherwise ;  the  advantagas  tesulting,  or  likely  to  re* 
fldlt  from  that  trade  or  inteicoutae ;  I  hereirith  trans* 
mit  a  communication  from  the  Department  of  State, 
whi^h  contains  all  the  information  which  has  yet  been 
collected  in  relation  to  those  subjects.. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Mat  24, 1824. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and  laid  upon  the 
table.    The  communication  is  as  follows : 

Wasuvutov  Citt,  April  27, 1824. 

8»:  Permit  me,  through  you,  to  communicate  to 
his  Excellency  the  president  of  the  United  Sute8,the 
fi»llowing  ideas;  from  which,  if  drcumstanoes  would 
allow  of  their  going  into  operation,  much  good  might, 
perhaps,  result  to  the  young  and  enterprising  of  llie 
West,  as  well  as  to  the  nation  generally.  I  mean  the 
interposition  of  the  General  Government  for  the  pro* 
taction  of  an  intercouise  between  the  citizens  of  -the 
tJnited  fi(tates  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  and 
•astern  parts  of  Mexico.  This  intercourse  has  been, 
on  a  small  scale,  attempted  by  a  few  brave  and  enter* 
prising  men  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  but  with  much  - 
risk  of  lives  and  property.  The  latter,  they  have  fre* 
^uently  been  robbed  of  by  the  Indians.  These  evils 
can  only  be  prevented  by  means  of  a  negoGation,  to 
be  opened  by  the  General  Government,  with  the  In- 
dians, through  which  the  route  would  pass,  from  a 
ftvorable  point  on  the  Missouri  river  to  Santa  Fe, 
The  Indians  should  be  made  responrible  for  depreda* 
tians  committed  on  dtisens  of  the  United  States,  as 
on  citizens  of  the  RepubUc  of  Mexico  visiting  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes. 

The  benefits  which  would  result  from  a  safe  inter- 
ooursa  between  the  United  l^tates  and  thoaa  paru  of 
Mexico,  it  might  be  considered  presumption  in  me  to 
comment  on.  Its  many  important  advantagel  will 
be  obvious  to  the  judgment  of  those  much  more  capa- 
ble of  doing  justice  to  the  subject  than  myself.  I  will 
therefore  submit  it  with  the  following  few  remarks: 

1st  A  safe  intercourse  between  the  citizens  of  this 
Government  and  the  northern  and  eastern  parts  of  the 
Mexican  dominions,  will  awaken  the  inhabitants  of 
the  latter  to  the  blessings  of  a  republican  system  of 
Gofernment;  blessings  which  the  American  people 
wish  all  nations  to  enjoy,  and  the  value  of  which  will 
be  more  deeply  impressed  on  the  minds  of  strangers 
by  an  experimental  knowledge  of  our  enjoyments. 


2dly.  Many  advantages  will  flow  from  the  eonneree 
to  which  the  establishment  of  a  safe  hitereoune  wHl 
naturally  lead ;  and  many  of  the  pro^uctioDi  ^ 
manuiactures  of  our  country  will  be  exchanged  k 
silver,  mules,  horses,  and  other  articles,  in  duoHd 
with  us. 

ddly.  The  establishment  and  protection  of  safe  in- 
tercou/'se  would  not  only  essentially  beoefit  the  peo- 
ple of  the  two  Governments,  but  would  be  attended 
with  a  beneficial  result  as  it  relates  to  the  Indian  oa* 
tions,  through  which  the  communication  would  pan, 
and  those  bordering  on  them.  Some  of  these  natiooi 
yet  know  little  of  the  American  character.  Tbeooit 
effectual  mode  of  maintaining  friendship  with  the  lo- 
dians>  is  to  impress  them  with  a  deep  seme  of  yoqr 
superiority*  This,  whan  judiciously  attaoded  to,  don 
not  require  a  great  expense ;  and  the  saving  of  mixi 
blood  will  unquestionably  result  from  a  timely  inter* 
poaition  on  the  part  of  the  Government 

4thly.  A  portion  of  the  Western  people  have  ben 
in  the  habit  of  hunting  and  trapping  for  a  liriog; 
should  the  privilege  be  denied  them  of  followiAg  tbor 
pursuits  in  the  Indian  country,  they  will  seek  elk 
employments.  All  cannot  be  engaged  in  the  Indiii 
trade,  and  aome  will  extend  their  enterpriaes  into  thi 
Mexican  dominions.  These,  if  not  protsct«l  by  Gfli<' 
emmant,  they  will  hazard  at  their  own  riak;  diffieol* 
ties  with  the  Indians  will  inevitably  foUow;  and  i 
train  of  mischievous  consequences  can  alone  be  p» 
vented  by  laying  of  the  foundation,  on  the  part  of  ibe 
General  Government  of  a  proper  understanding  vitb 
them. 

6thly.  The  city  of  Mexico  is  situated  at  ao  great  a 
distance  from  the  northern  and  eastern  limits  of  tbe 
Republic,  that  a  safe  and  harmonious  interconrw  eu- 
not  be  opened  and  maintained  without  the  eaiabii^ 
mant  of  aij  agency  at  Santa  Pa,  in  strict  anbordisa- 
tk>n  to  the  OovarAmentat  Waahington,  alid  the  Ana* 
rican  Minister  at  Mexico. 

Such  sn  agent  would  have  ranch  in  hispovcrto* 
wards  producing  and  maintaining  the  proper  fnefidly 
understanding  between  the  American  people  and  the 
citizens  of 'Mexieo,  as  well  as  With  the  nnmerooi  In- 
dian nations.  This  agent  would  be  extremely  nseAl 
ta  the  Government,  in  keeping  a  ooastant  cooinani- 
cation  of  the  state  of  afliirs  in  that  eaetien  of  iheooos- 
try  with  the  Government  at  home,  as  well  ai  with  As 
American  Minister  at  the  city  of  Mexioa  Soeh  aa 
agent  ought  to  have  the.  charge,  in  a  entaia  digrNi 
of  the  Indians  bordering  on  tlra  Mexican  RepttUic. 

Othly.  The  route  in  contemplation  asnld  pw 
through  a  healthy  country,  and  would  be  attsadad 
with  many  factlitiea,  too  numerous  at  pnsont  to  de- 
tail. Those  who  would  not  have  tba  meana  of  visit- 
ing Mexico  in  a  more  expensive  mode^  eoold  ponot 
this  route,  with  little  comparativO  cost 

The  establishment,  the  enoouragenent  and  the 
proteotion  of  this  intercourse  will  be,  I  have  no  doabt, 
cheerfully  met  on  the  part  of  the  Meaican  Gorera- 
ment ;  and,  with  the  meana  thus  afforded  then,  the 
day  wiU  rapidly  approach  when  the  people  of  tbil 
country  will  become  genuine,  orderiy,  and  patriotie 
republicans. 

Respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbe^ 

A.  McNAlR. 

Hon.  J.  Qb  AuAHs,  Sec'ry  of  State. 

8BC0ND. 

To  the  Howe  of  R^esentatives  of  the  United  StaUt: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  SOth  ioatant^ 
I  transmit,  bareWith,  to  the  House  of  RepresenUtivei, 


2706 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


270G 


Mat,  18S4. 


Five  Mmicna  New  Sioek. 


H.  or  R. 


m  report  of  Dairid  Shriror,  SuperiDtondent  of  the  Com- 
berlaod  Boad,  atating"  the  manner  in  which  the  appro- 
priation made  at  the  laat  aeesion  for  the  repair  of  that 
roftd  hae  been  expended,  and  also  the  preaent  condi- 
tion of  the  road. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Mat  Si,  1834. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table 

FIVE  MILLIONS  NEW  STOCK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  HousI  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Condict  in 
the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  to  authorize  the  Secretary 

*  of  the  Trtesary  to  exchange  a  stock  bearing  an 

*  interest  of  five  per  cent,  for  certain  stock  bearing 

*  an  interest  of  six  per  cent." 

Mr.  McLane  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  by  inserting  the  following : 

Be  ii  enacted,  4*^.,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  ia  hereby,  empowered  t^  borrow,  op 
or  before  the  1st  day  of  ^Vpril  next,  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States,  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  millions  of 
dollars,  at  a  rate  of  interest  payable  quarter  yearly, 
not  exceeding  four  and  a  half  per  centum  per  annum, 
and  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government, 
at  any, time  after  the  9Ut  day  of  December,  1831,  to 
be  applied,  in  addition  to  the  moneys  which  may  be 
in  the  Treasury  at  the  time  of  borrowing  the  aame — 
to  pay  otf  and  discharge  auth  parts  of  the  six  per  cent, 
etock  of  the  United  States  of  the  year  18IIS,  as  may 
be  redeemable  after  the  1st  day  of  January  next. 

8x0.  S.  And  be  it  fwrtluT  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  to  lend 
the  said  #um,  or  any  pert  thereof:  and  it  is  hereby 
further  declared,  that  it  shall  be  deemed  a  good  exe* 
cution  of  the  said  power  to  borrow,  for  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  cause  to  be  constituted  cer- 
tificates of  the  stock  signed  by  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury,  or  by  the  Commiasioner  of  Loans  fi>r  the 
whole  or  for  any  pait  thereof,  bearing  an  in  tercet  not 
exceeding  four  and  a  half  per  centum  per  annum, 
transferrable  and  redeemable  as  aforeeaid,  and  to  cause 
the  said  certificate^  of  stock  to  be  sold :  Provided^ 
That  no  stock  be  sold  under  par. 

Mr.  McLahe  prefaced  this  motion  by  a  state- 
meat,  in  explanation,  of  considerable  length. 

This  asiendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  other 
parts  of  the  bill  were  correspondingly  altered; 
when  the  bUl  and  amendments  were  reported  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  opposed  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  not  believing  it  necessary  to  borrow  at  pres- 
ent ;  as  there  Was  a  considerable  balance  in  the 
Treasury,  and  by  an  estimate  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York.  (Mr.  Cambrelenq,)  the  operation 
of  the  tarifif  will  increase  it  three  millions.  He 
went  into  a  calculation  to  show  the  balance  of 
revenue  would  increase  every  year;  and  that  this 
country  would  lose,  instead  of  gaming  by  postpo- 
ning the  debt  at  a  reduced  rate  of  interest — and  he 
moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  till  the  1st  day  of  April  next,  (which  amounts 
to  an  indefinite  postponement.) 

Mr.  Cambreleno,  of  New  York,  had  not  in- 
tended to  rise  on  this  question,  but  aeemed  il  ne- 
cessary to  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 


(Mr.  F.Johnson,)  who  had  referred  to  his  revenue 
estimates,  and  to  the  fate  of  a  former  stock  ex- 
change biH.  That  gentleman  had  Tery  much 
misunderstood  him.  He  had  never  been  so  absurd 
as  to  circulate  that  a  tarifif,. which  would  go  into 
operation  on  the  30th  of  June  and  1st  of  January 
next,  levying  additional  duties,  payable  at  distant 
periods  in  1825,  could  eontribute  directly  to  the  rev- 
enue of  1824,  whatever  might  be  the  enect  of  anti- 
cipated importations.  Considering  that  bill  as  it  ac- 
tually passed,  as  a  revenue  measure — and  «n  unne- 
cessary one,  too — he  had  presumed  that,  when  in 
operation,  it  would  augment  the  annual  receipts. 
We  are  not  now  making  any  distant  calcula- 
tions— the  period  is  near  at  hand.  The  first  pro- 
positron  in  the  bill,  is  to  converrthat  portion  of 
the  six  per  cent,  payable  on  the  1st  January  next^ 
which  we  may  not  have  the  means  to  redeem,  into 
a  stock  bearing  an  interest  of  four  and  a  half  per 
cent,  or  less.  It  is  presumed  that,  after  redeemmg 
98,600,000,  in  seven  per  cents,  authorized  during 
the  present  year,  and  estimating  the  revenue  of 
1824  above  the  Treasury  estimate,  which  can  now 
b€f  safely  done,  there  will  be,  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary uext.  including  the  usual  amount  of  the  un- 
expendeci  appropriations,  about  five  millions  appli- 
cable to  the  redemption  of  the  debt  due  on  that 
day.  The  object  ot  the  bill  is  to  enable  the  Gov- 
ern ment  to  reduce  the  interest  on  the  amount  un- 
redeemed. The  second  proposition  is,  to  renew, 
at  a  diminished  rate  of  interest,  that  portion  of  the 
sixes  falling  due  on  the  1st  of  January,  1826,  which 
we  shall  not  be  able  to  redeem.  With  regard  to 
the  period  of  the  final  redemption  of  the  public 
debt.  Mr.  C.'s  calculation  corresponded,  in  its 
result,  with  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
(Mr.  McLane.)  Assuming  a  revenue  of  twenty 
millions--/eM  than  the  actual  revenue  for  two 
years  past-— and  a  permanent  expenditure  of  ten 
millions — mors' than  the  annual  expenditure  du- 
ring the  same  term — ten  millions,  at  least,  would 
remain  annually  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the 
interest  and  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt* 
With  such  a  revenue,  and  such  an  expenditure, 
without  estimating  the  increase  of  revenue  under 
the  new  tarifif,  the  public  debt  would  be  extin- 
guished in  1835.  Such  calculations  are,  however, 
alwavs  to  be  considered  as  hypothetical,  being 
founded  on  an  anticipation  of  continued  peace. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  is  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  the  stock  which  we  had  proposed  to 
exchange  in  1^2,  is  the  identical  stock  we  are 
now  afc^ut  to  pay  off.  From  1825  to  '28,  sixty- 
five  millions  become  payable — that  bill  coutein- 
plated  exchanging  only  a  part,  leavingabout  thirtj' 
millions  to  be  redeemed  with  -  the  reveniie  antici- 
pated. With  re^rd  to  the  failure  of  that  n^oti- 
ation,  it  was  owing  entirely  to  our  delay  in  adopt- 
ing the  measure.  Before  proposals  could  be  issued 
a  reaction  had  occurred  in  the  mone^  market, 
which  rendered  the  negotiation  impracticable,  ex- 
cept for  a  small  amount.  In  that  case,  too,  it 
was  at  the  option  of  the  creditor  to  accede  or  not 
to  our  proposals;  the  stock  was  not  then  redeem- 
able. The  bill  before  us  contemplates  a  negotia- 
I  tion  at  and  near  the  period  of  redemption,  and  of 
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a  different  cbaracter.  From  the  fate  of  that  4nea«- 
ure,  however,  we  may  draw  an  argumejdt  agaiast 
postponing  the  bill  under  consideration^  The  rate 
of  interest  is  low — much  below  our  former  antici- 
pations ;  a  second  reaction  may  happen,  and  inr  that 
event  Government  will  be  compelled  to  negotiate 
a  loan  on  less  favorable  terms,  or  continue  to  pay 
six  per  ceiit. 

It  we  are  to  found  our  calculations  on  the  rate 
pf  interest  in  England,  there  would  not  now  ap- 
pear to  be  the  same  danger  of  reaction*  The 
moneyed  and  stock  operations  of  that  great  bank- 
ing house  of  nations,  seem  to  regulate  the  affairs 
of  the  commercial  world ;  and  they  have  undoub^ 
edly  an  influence  on  interest  even*  in  this  country. 
Nevertheless,  the  period  is  favorable  for  reducing 
the  rate  of  interest  on  our  unredeemed  stocks } 
there  is  no  probability  of  our  gaininc  any  thing 
by  debiy,  and  we  may  lose-— he  hoped  we  should 
adopt  the  measure  in  season. 

Mr.  McLane  again  rose,  and  further  extended 
the  explanation  he  had  before  given.  He  submit- 
ted a  calculation  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  F.  JoHMBON  spoke  in  reply,  and  insisted 
that  the  view  presented  by  the  gentleman  frotp 
Delaware  was  fallacious.  He  went  into  an  ex- 
tensive argument  in  support  of  the  ground  he  had 
taken,  ai^d  referred  to  various  statements  and  cal- 
culations to  show,  that  the  Treasury  did  not  need 
the  proposed  loan  in  order  ^o  payoff  the  public 
debt,  and  that  the  nation  would  be  a  loser  by  the 
pretended  saving  in  the  rate  o^  interest. 

Mj.  P.  P.  Barbodr,  in  reply,  advocated  the 

a  an  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
[eans,  and  reduced  thQ  calculations  to  a  simple 
form,  which  he  presented  in  a  few  words^and  ap- 
pealed to  the  common  sense  of  the  House,  wh^ 
ther  it  was  not  better  to  pay  4^  per  cent,  intereat, 
on  an  unpaid  debt,  than  6  per  cent. 

Mr.  Cambreleno  rejoined  in  a  few  remarks, 
and  was  followed  by  Mr.  McDuffie,  who  defend* 
ed  the  policy  of  the  plan  provided  for  in  the  bill. 

The  question  on  postponin|[  the  further  consid- 
eration was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative 
—ayes  36.  noes  102. 

The  bilVand  amendments  were  tb^n  ordesed  to 
be  ei^osyed  for  a  third  reading. 

REGULATION  OP  STEAM  VESSELS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ToMLiNsoN>the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  die  bill "  for  the 
regulation  of  steamboats,  ana  for  the  security  of 
passengers  therein." 

On  this  bill  a  discussion  arose,  in  which  Mr* 
ToMLiNSON  advocated  its  pasaase,  Mr.  Dwioht 
proposed  an  amendment,,and  Mr.  Wickliffb  urged 
Its  postponement  till  the  next  se&sion.  [The  hill 
proposes  to  lessen  the  danger  of  high  pressure 
steam  engines  by  adding  to  that  safety-valve  which 
is  in  the  control  of  the  engineer,  another,  to  be 
in  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  captain  of  the 
boat,  and  which  shall  be  loaded  with  no  more 
than  a  prescribed  weiff ht,  viz :  one-third  of  the 
pressure  oy  which  the  boiler  has  been  proved,  or 
one-sixth  of  that  which  it  is  capable  of  sustain- 
ing.]    Mr.  Imoham  objected  to  restricting  low 


pressure  engines  to  a  presaure  of  seven  poasda  to  a 
square  inch,  adverted  to  the  vast  amount  of  prop- 

Eerty  now  invested  in  high  pressure  engines,  and 
bped  that,  with .  the  exception  of  mo  mach  aa 
provides  thai  notice  be  given  to  pasaengfecs  whe* 
ther  the  engine  of  any  steamboat  is  of  the  high  or 
of  the  low  pressure  construction,  the  luii  would  be 
posttwned  till  next  aession. 

Mr.  Poinsett  replied,  and  explained  the  facts 
in  relation  to  low  pressure  engines,  and  insisted 
that, no  injury  could  result  to  the  holders  of  high 
pressure  engines  in  consequence  of  this  law. 

Mr.  WiCKLiFFE  thought  the  House  was  not 
prepared  in  its  present  state  of  information  to  le- 
gislate on  a  subject  so  extensive  and  important  in 
Its  effects — and  went  into  a  series  of  remarks  ia 
support  of  this  position. 

Mr.  LtvERMORE  moved  to  strike  out  all  of  the 
bill  excepting  the  fourth  section. 

Mr.  PoiKsETT  explained  the  facility  of  addiag 
a  safety-valve.  * 

Mr.  Dwioht  observend,  that,  from  the  words  of 
the  bill,  it  could  have  no  effect  till  the  next  day  of 
issuing  licenses,  which  will  not  occur  till  April 
next,  and  in  the  mean  while  Qongress  would  hold 
another  session — he  moved'  that  the  Commiuee 
rise^  but,  again  withdrawing  the  motioo,  the  dis^ 
cussion  was  farther  prosecuted  by  Measra.  Livr 
i^iGSTojf  and  Dwioht.  The  Comnaittee  ihea  rose 
and  reported  the  bill,  and  onth'equeacion  of  leave 
to  sit  again, 

Mr.  LtvuiG8T0if  insisted  on  the  Tiewa  he  had 
before  expressed,  and  earnestly  advoeated  the 
CAssage  of  the  bilL:  Lea te  was  reAiaed  to  the 
Committee  to  sit  again.  : 

When  it  was  agreed  to  hare  a  reeeas  till  fire 
o'clock. 

FrvE  o'clock,  P,  M. 

A  message  from  the'Senate  informed  theHoose 
that  the  Senate  Ji'ave  passed  a  Joint ,  ^  resoUi- 
tiotiprovidiog  a  place  of  deposite  ror  the  Portrait 
of  Columbus,  and '  directing  the  distribntioa  of 
Certain  copies  of  the  Declaration  of.Indepeodeacf^ 
now  in  the  Department  of  Stale,"  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurragce  of  the  House. 

The  resolution  was  reail  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  ^morrow. 

Mr*.  Conway,  from  the  select  committee  to 
which  was  referred  the  biU  from  ibe  Senate,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to. fix  the  western  boundary  Une  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  ^M^er  purpo- 
ses," reported  tl^e  same  without  aaieadcDcat,  and 
the  bilf  was  committed  to  a  Commiitee  of  tlie 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  the  Hoi|se  took  op 
the  bill  "  suppl^jnentarv  to  an  ac^t  providing  for 
the  examination  of  titles  to  land  in  tb^t  part  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana  situated  between  the  Rio 
Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river." 

The  blank  was  filled  with  two  hundred  dollars 
and  then  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  readiag. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylob,  the  execution  of 
the  resolution  of  this  House,  directing  the  dispo- 
sition and  removal  of  the  building  south  of  the 
Capitol,  now  used  for  committee  rooms,  was  sus- 
pended until  after  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
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Sngrossed  bills  of  the  folio wtDS  titles^  viz: 
An  act  concerning  wrecks  on  the  coast  of  Flo* 
;  Ao  act  supplementary  to  "  An  act  providing 
for  the  examination  of  titles  to  land  in  that  part  of 
the  State^of  Loaisiana  situated  between  the  Rio 
Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river  f  wera  sererally 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  the  bill  concerning  wrecks  on  the  coast  of 
Florida,  some  debate  arose.  It  was  contended^  in 
defence  of  the  bill,  that  when  American  propert]^, 
wrecked  on  that  coast,  was  saved  by  the  Provi- 
dence wreckers,  not  only  a  high  salvage  was  paid 
to  foreigners,  but  the  goods,  ^ng  taken  into  rro- 
▼idence,  paid  high  duties  to  the  British  Grovern- 
menty  and  the  result  usually  was,  that  nearly  the 
inrhole  of  the  property  was  lost. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  insisted  that  this  con- 
sideration was  as  nothing  in  comparison  to  afford- 
ing to  vessels  and  crews  in  distress  the  aid  now 
derived  from  those  wreckers. 

It  was  rejoined  that,  if  the"^  British  wreckers 
were  driven  off  by  the  operation  of  the  act,  their 
plac^  would  immediately  be  filled  with  our  own 
citizens,  all  the  foreign  duties  would  be  saved, 
and  some  chance  enjoyed  of  getting  the  property 
saved. 

The  bill  was  passed  by  a  larj^  majority, 
A  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  several  acts  providin^^  forascer* 
taing  and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land 
in  the  St.  Helena  and  Jackson  Courthousie  land 
districty  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.   ^ 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  ^  to  regulate 
steamboats,  and  provide  for  the  safety  of  passen- 
gers therein,"  was  postponed  till  the  first  Monday 
of  November  next — ayes  67,  noes  47. 

The  following  bills  were  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing: 

A  bill  authorizing^  repayment  for  land  errone- 
ously sold  by  the  United  States ;  and  a  bill  to  au- 
tbouze  the  Legislatutie  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to 
sell  and  convey  certain  tracts  of  land  granted  to 
said  State  for  the  use  of  the  people  the^of. 

The  engros^  bill  granting  to  the  corporation 
of  Tuscaloosa  certain  lots  and  privilegtes  over  t^e 
reservations  and  commons  in  said  town,  was  read 
a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Sepate  lor 
eoneufrence. 


Tuesday,  May  25. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
the  amendments  proposed',  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  George 
Fisner,"  reported  their  agreement  thereto. — The 
amendments  were  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  ^LUJfBR,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  r^ 
ferred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
in  further  addition  to  *  An  act  to  establish  an  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the  acts 
heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment ;  and  it  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Harvet,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 


Affiitrs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entided  "An  act  authorizing  an  examina* 
tion  and  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  ia 
South  Carolina,  of  St.  Mary's,  in  Georgia,  and  of 
the  coast  of  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes,"  re* 
ported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili<- 
tary  A&irs,  to  wnich  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Nim- 
rod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris,"  made  a  report 
thereon,  riecommeadiog  an  amendment  tp  said 
bill :  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole.- 

Mr.  Raneim,  ffom  the  Cpmmittee  on  the'PulH 
lie  Lands, 'to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entiltled  "An  act  czplaaatory  of  an  act 
confirming  claims  to  lots  ia  tne  town  of  Mobile,'' 
reported  the  saiae  without  amendment;  it  was- 
then,  on  motion,  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Raiuun,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  extinguish  Indian  claims  to  landa 
within  the  State  of  Missouri,"  reported  the  same 
with  amendments;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  th4  same  committee,  to 
which. was  referred  the  liill  from  the  Senate,  enti-. 
tied  "An  act  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  south-, 
em  and  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri," reported  the  same  without  amendment; 
and  it' was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  t|ie 
whole  House  to-day. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to. 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,^enti- 
tled  "An  act  explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  '  Aa 
act  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debtt 
dup  to  the  United  States  by  the  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands,"  approved  on  the  13th  day  of  May,  1824," 
reported  the  saraie  vtithout  amendment^ 

Mr.  Cook  thea  moved  to  amend  the  said  bill 
by  adding  aa  additional  .section  theretb ;  when  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Cocks,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afiairs,  who  were  instructed  by  resolution,  adopt-, 
ed  OA  the  26th  of  March  last,  to  make  certaia  in- 
quiries, therein  specified,  in  relation  to  the  late 
system  of  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes,  made  a  re- 
port ;  which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Liveriiore,'  it  was 

Rmolt^y  That  there  be  allowed  to  the  Postmas- 
ter of  this  House,  for  his  prompt  and  faithful  ser- 
vices as  such,  an  extra  compensation  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  in  addition  to  what  was  allowed 
him  at  the  end  of  thb  last  session  of  Congress, 
making  an  extra  allowance  of  three  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  be  paid  by  the  Clerk,  out  of  the  contingent 
fund. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NeaLe,  the  Clerk  was  directed 
to  procure,  and  cause  to  l)e  deposited  in  his  office, 
fifty  copies  of  the  laws,  dbc.,  of  Congress  in  rela- 
tion to  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  compiled  by 
Samuel  Burch. 

Mr.  Cocke  wished  further  time  to  inquire^  be- 
fore passing  this  resolution.' 

Messrs.  NfiAL£  aod  Ksmt  explained  the  facta. 
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aad  supported  the  resolution.  A  debate  of  con- 
siderable spirit  then  arose  between  Messrs.  Livbb- 
MORB  and  Wood  ;  and  Mr.OocKB  mored  to  hif 
the  resolution  on  the  table.  Negatived^ — ayes  51, 
noes  59. 

After  further  observations  from  Mr.  Neale,  Mr. 
LiYERMORB  moved  to  refer  the  resolution  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Library.— Negatived. 

Mr.  Sharpe  advocated  the  adoption  of  the  res- 
olution, and,  having  been  modified  so  as  to  read 
<*  fifty  copies,"  it  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Herrick, 

ResUvedj  That  so  much  of  a  resolution,  passed 
by  this  House  on  the  23d  day  of  December  last,* 
as  contains  the  following  words,  vie :  '<And  the 
amount  of  postage  which  accrued  on  each  route, 
after  deduetinff  the  compensation  of  postmasters 
and  incidental  expenses,  for  one  year  next  pre- 
ceding the  first  day  of  April  last,"  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby^  rescinded. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Cambreleng, 
yesterday,  was  taken  up,  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House^ 

f  On  motion  of  Mr.  Strong,  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  directed  to  report,  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  his  opinion  upon  Ihe  claim  of  Pela- 
tiah  Fiteh,  of  the  Sute  of  New  York,  which  was 
referred  to  him  by  order  of  this  House  of  the  9th 
day  of  January,  1822. 

Mr.  Stewart  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  House,  at  the  next  aesaion  of 
Congress,  the  amount  of  losses  sustained  during  the 
last  eight  years  npon  bonds  gifen  for  the  duties  upon 
imports,  distingaiabing  the  amount  in  eachyjBar;  and 
to  state  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  nraaaures 
•bould  be  adopted  by  Congress,  to  pr^ent  similar 
losses  in  Aitare ;  and  also,  what  efiect  the  total  repeal, 
or  a  limitation,  of  the  credits  now  given  for  said  duties 
would)  in  his  opinion,  have  upon  the  rsTonne. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  providing 
a  place  of  deposite  for  the  portrait  of  Columbus, 
and  directing  the  distribution  of  certain  copies  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  now  in  the  De- 
partment of  State,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  CoNDicT  submitted  the  following  joint  res- 
olution, viz : 

1.  Mesolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  ofRepresen' 
tatives  of  the  United  States  of  Ameriea  tn  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  be  in- 
structed to  institute,  with  all  convenient  daspatch,  aa 
inquiry  into  the  causes  of  those  fatal  disasters  which 
have  so  frequently  occurred  on  board  steamboats  navi- 
gating the  waters  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  be 
authorised  to  call  to  his  aid  the  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience of  such  engineers  and  skilful  men,  as  he  may 
deem  competent  and  best  qualified  to  decide. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  said  Secretary  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  empowered,  aft^r  such  advisement,  to  pre- 
scribe and  publish  such  rules  and  regulations  for  con- 
structing the  apparatus  of  vessels  propelled  by  fire  or 
•team,  the  mode  of  regulating  the  power,  the  materials 
composing  the  boilers,  with  all  other  regulations,  which, 
ftem  time  to  time,  he  may  deem  necessary  and  proper, 


to  afford  the  best  security  to  the  lives  of  passengen  aad 
crews. 

3  Resohedt  That,  from  and  after  the  ^^*  day  of 
,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  withhold  a  license  from  any  vesaal  propelled  by 
fire  or  steam,  until  satisfiietory  proof  be  made  that  ths 
owner  or  commander  thereof  has,  in  all  respects,  eon- 
formed  to  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  lor  such 
vessels,  and  any  Hcense  granted  thereafter  ahall  be 
considered  null  and  void,  on  failure  of  the  owner  or 
commander  to  comply  with  the  terms. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  ah  all  be  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  report  his  proceedings  hereon, 
at  an  early  period  of  the. next  session. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  the  question  was 
put,  Will  the  House  now  proceed  to  consider  the 
same?  And  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
thai  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of 
the  following  titles  viz :  An  act  supplemeaiary  to 
an  act,  approved  the  3d  March,  1819,  entitled  ''Aa 
act  proviaing  for  the  correction  of  errors,  in  ma- 
king  entries  of  li^nd  in  the  land  offices ;''  An  let 
changing  the  mode  of  surveying  the  public  lands 
on  any  river,  bayou,  lake,  or  water  course,  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi  and  Territorv  of  Arkansas; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Mitchell  $  An  act  to 
authorize  the  masters  of  vessels,  in  certain  cases, 
to  clear  out,  cither  at  the  custom-house  of  Peters- 
burg, or  that  of  Richmond ;  An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  ofthe  Ciiv 
of  Washington,  passed  15th  May,  1820,  with 
amendments  to  each ;  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
'^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Scott,  late 
collector  of  Pensacola;"  which  was  reported 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  now.  It  was  accordingly  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  finar  adjustment  of  land  claims 
in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  ArJraa- 
sis,  derived  from  the  Government  of  Fmnce  and 
Spain;"  which  was  reported  without  amendment, 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  masters  of 
vessels  in  certain  cases,  to  clear  out.  either  at  the 
custom-hotise  of  Petersburgh  or  tnat  of  Rich- 
mond, were  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Mitch- 
ell,'' were  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims* 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  changing  the  mode  of 
surveying  the  public  lands  on  any  river,  lake^ 
bayou,  or  water  course,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi 
and  Territory  of  Arkansas,"  were  read  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act, 
approved  the  3d  March,  1819,  entitled  *An  act 
providing  for  the  correction  of  errors  in  mkaiog 
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entries  of  land  in  the  land  offices,''  were  read  and 
concarred  in  by  the  Houae. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ^An  act  supplementary  to  the  act 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
"Washington,  passed  15th  May,  1^0,"  were  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  White  j"  which 
^was  reported  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  ag[ain  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  suffer- 
iuff  losses  in  the  Seminole  war. 

The  amendments  before  under  consideration 
-were  adopted.  The  bill  was  then  reported  to 
the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to- 
monrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
«*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Howland,  of  New 
York  v'  which  was  reported  without  amendment, 
and  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooston,  th6  Hoiise  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  ex- 
planatory of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  officers,  volunteers,  and  other  persons, 
eosaffed  in  the  late  campaign  against  the  Semi- 
Dole  Indians,"  passed  the  14th  May,  1822. 

Mr.  RrcH  explained  the  purposes  of  the  bill, 
and  offered  an  amendment,  eztendipg  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  to  field  officers,  and  to  horses  slain 
in  battle.  The  amendment  was  supported  by 
Mr.  'McCoT  and  Mr.  Isaqks,  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  a  further  amendment,  ex- 
tending the  relief  proposed  by  the  bill,  to  wagon- 


oppor^ontty  of  being  personailj  present,  the  better  lo 
■uatsin  the  obacges,  if  they  ware  capable  of  being  sas- 
tatned,  or  to  bear  the  proper  responsibility,  if,  failing 
to  sQBtain  them*  he  should  appear  to  have  broaght 
them  forward,  in -a  form  thus  positive  and  imposing^ 
from  penonal  and  improper  motives,  or  upon  frivoloos 
pretexts.  And  the  committee  is  still  of  opinion  that 
this  investigation  oqght  not  to  be  finally  closed,  with* 
ont  the  personal  exsminstioo  of  Mr.  £d wards;  and, 
in  proceeding  to  maktf  any  report  on  the  subject,  at 
the  preeant  time,  and  before  sneh  an  examination  is 
had,  the  commttlee  acts  only  from  the  necessity  inft> 
posed  upon  it,- by  the  approaohing  close  of  the  session, 
and  by  a  sense  of  duty  which  dictates  that  it  ought 
not  to  postpone,  to  a  distaat  day,  all  eommunieation 
to  ihe  House  on  a  subject  so  interesting  to  the  Gov* 
ernment,  and  so  nearly  affecting  the  honor  and  integ- 
rity of  one  of  Its  highest  offioen. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  motives,  the  committee 
makes  this  report,  ss  the  resuK  6(  its  examination  of 
the  papers  referred  to  in  the  sddrese,  and  sach  other 
proofs  ss  the  committee  could  commend.  Whatso- 
ever is  here  said,  therefore,  must  be  received  with  the 
qualification,  that,  although  the  committee  do  not 
know  that  Mr.  Edwards,  if  present,  could  communi- 
cate any  fact  likely  to  be  important,  they  do  not  know, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  he  might  not  do  so ;  snd  he 
hss  had  no  opportunity  to  be  ezsmibed,  or  to  give  any 
reply  to  the  answer  of  the  Secretary,  which  the  com- 
mittee hss  received,  snd  which  hss  already  been 
printed,  by  order  of  the  House. 

The  address  contains  two  general  charges  against 
the  Secretary ;  one,  of  mismansging  the  public  funds, 
under  which  various  illegal  trsnsactions  sre  alleged, 
in  reference  to  the  deposite  of  the  public  moneys  in 
certain  banks,  and  the  mode  in  which  such  moneys 
were  allowed,  afterwards,  to  be  repaid ;  the  other,  im- 
puting to  the*  Secretary  the  suppression  of  papers  and 
documents,  or  failing  to  communicate  them,  when 
they  ought  to  hav#  been  communicated,  in  answer  to 


crs,  whose  horses  were  impressed.    On  this  amend-   resolutions  of  the  Houses  of  Congress. 
ment  a  debate  of  some  extent  arose,  which  was  ^ 
suspended,  that  the  report  Which  follows  might 
be  received.    The  Committee  then  rose,  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 


REPORT   ON    THE    ADDRB60  OF   NINIAN 

EDWARDa 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  19th  of  April  ultimo,  on  an  address  or  me- 
morial of  Ninian  Edwarda,  preferring  certain 
charges  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
made  a  report;  which  was  read.  The  report  is 
as  follows^ 

The  select  eommittee»  to  which  was  referred  the 
nsemorial,  or  addrssSt  of  Ninian  Edwards,  report: 
That,  immediately  on  their  appointment,  as  the  House 
has  already  been  informed,  they  eommunicated  a  copy 
of  this  address  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurj^;  sad 
they  also  ordered  the  attendance  ef  Mr.  Edwards  to 
be  examined  before  them,  as  a  witness,  touching  ths 
various  ehargea.  in  the  memorial.  For,  although,  in 
thai  address,  he  refers  to  papers  and  doenments,  ac- 
cessible .to  the  committee  without  his  presence,  as  the 
main  supports  of  his  charges,  yet  the  committee  were 
of  opinion  that  these  charges  were  not  sach  as  should 
be  either  lightly  made,  or  snperficially  etamined ;  and 


The  committee  has  given  Hs  attention  to  each  of 
these  divisions  of  charge. 

And,  fimt,  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  Treasury  Depart-^ 
ment,  in  regartf  ta  the  depositee  of  the  public  moneys 
in  the  \)anks,  and  the  manner  in  which  such  banks 
were  allowed  to  repay  to  the  Treasury  the  balances  of 
such  d^posites. 

By  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  April  30th,  181^, 
it  is  declared  *'  That  the  SecreUiy  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  required  and  directed  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  ho  may  deem  necessary,  lo  csuse*  as  soon 
«s  msy  be,  all  duiiss,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money, 
accruing,  or  becoming  payable,  to  the  United  Statea, 
to  be  collected  and  paid  in  the  legal  currtoqr'of  the 
United  Sutes'or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Sutes,  as  by  law  provided  and  declared, 
or  in  the  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid, 
on  demand,  in  the  said  leasl  currency  of  the  United 
Sutas ;  and  that,  from  and  after  the  20th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of 
money,  apcruing,  or  becoming  payable,  to  the  United 
States,  ss  aforesaid,  ought  to  be  collected  or  received, 
otherwise  than  in  the  legal  cnrrencgr  of  the  United 
States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notee  of  the  Bank  of  ihe 
United  Sutes,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable 
and  paid,  on  demand,  in  the  said  legal  currency  of  the 


that  it  ought  not  to  osntent  itself  with  sny  iiivestiga-    United  States." 

tion  short  of  one  in  which  the  aceoaer  should  have  an  1     At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  resoiation,  dsbCa 
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•eeraing  to  the  United  Stttet,  whether  on  aeeonnl  of 
the  sales  of  poblic  lands,  or  at'  the  6astou*hoase,  or 
£rom  other  sources  of  reYenoOf  wtire,  in  fact,  received, 
in  some  parts  of  the  country,  but  endently  in  disre- 
f  ard  of  the  luw,  in  the  notes  of  the  State  banks  which 
did  not  redeem  their  paper  by  cash  payments.  By 
this  resolution,  it  was  obviously  made  the  doty  of  the 
Treasurer  to  correct  that  departure  from-  law,  as  soon 
as  practicaUe ;  and  it  was,  as  is  eqoally  obvious,  im- 
perative on  the  Department,  after  the  20tk  February, 
1817,  to  4diow  nothing  to  be  received  in  payment  of 
debts  due  to  the  United  States,  but  the  legal  money 
of  the  United  States,  Treasury  notes,  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  SUtes,  orof  those  State  banks 
the  notes  of  which  were  payable  and  paid,  on  demand, 
in  cash. 

The  Bank  of  the^ United  Statai^  was  incorporated  in 
April,  1816,  and  went  into  operation  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  year.  By  the  act  of  ixnorporation 
it  is  provided  and  declared,  '*  that  the  depositee  of  the 
money  of  the  United  States,  in  places  in  which  the 
said  bank  and  the  branches  thereof  hiay  be  established, 
shall  bo  made  in  said  bank  and  branches  thereof,  un- 
less the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall,  at  any  time, 
otherwise  order  and  direct ;  in  which  case,  the  Secre- 
taiy  of  the  Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  Con- 
gress, if  in  session,  and  if  not,  immediately  .after  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session,  the  reasons  of«ach 
order  or  direction." 

The  present  decrcUry  of  the  Trsasuiy  was  appointed 
to  that  office  in  October,  1816. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1817,  it  is  represented 
by  the  Secretary,  and  it  appears  to  be  true,  that  an  ar- 
tangement  was  made  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  by  which  the  public  funds  were  to  be  deposited 
in  the  branches  of  that  institution,  in  all  places  where 
suclh  branches  existed ;  and  where  there  were  no  such 
branches,  that  bank  was  to  designate  certain  S>ate 
hanks  for  which  it  would  be  responsible,  and  in  which 
such  public  moneys  should  be  deposited  ;  and  notes  of 
all  banks  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would 
receive  in  deposits  as  cash,  and  none  other,  were  to 
be  received  on  sales  of  the  public  lands. 

It  is  further  represented,  that,  in  the  execution  of 

t'this  arrangement,  difficulties  and  eontrovefSies  arose 

between  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  State 

banks  thus  employed  in  recetviog  the  depositee  of  the 

public  monevs ;  and,  ere  long,  the  Bank  of  the  United 

States  signified  to  the  Department  of  the  Treasury 

that  it  could  not  continue  such  arrangement ;  and  that, 

•theticelbrward,  it  could  receive  nothing  in  deposits, 

as  cash,  but  the  legal  currency  of  the  country  for  its 

*bw&  Botes.    The  agreement  with  the  Bank  of  the 

•United  States  terminated,  for  ^ese  reasons; on  the 

•90th  June,  1818. 

It  would  appear  that  many  of  the  State  banks  which 
had,  in  1817,  resumed  specie  payments  soon  after  this 
•period,  that  is  to  say  in  the  latter  part  of  1818,^iscon- 
tinued  such  payments ;  and  that  the  debt  due  to  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
land,  had  very  greatly  increased ;  amounting,  in  the 
early  part  of  1819,  to  not  less  than  #18,600,006.  The 
public  expenditutein  the  Western  States  was  not  such, 
as  to  require,  within  those  States,  the  disbutsement  of 
the  money  received  on  account  of  this  debt ;  but  much 
the  larger  part  was  t6  be  remitted,  either  to  the  Seat 
of  Government,  or  to  other  places  in  the  Atlantic 
States. 

About  this  period,  also,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  issued  orders  prohibiting 'its  Western  branches 


from  iasoiag  «ny  of  their  own  notes  for  circslation, 
even  in  exchange  for,  or  on  deposile  of,  stpecie. 

Under  these  cireamstanees,  the  Sebrotary  of  the 
Treasury  appears  to  hare  entered  into  arrangemcnb 
with  some  of  the  local  or  State  banks,  generally  thois 
which  had  acted  as  agents  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States»  for  the  purpose  of  employing  them  as  deposi- 
tories of  the  public  money,  and  in  the  transfer  of  sneh 
money,  when  required,  to  places  where  it  might  be 
wanted  in  the  course  of  Gorernmentdisbursements. 

Among  the  earliest  of  these,  was  that  propossd  ts 
the  Bsnk  of  Missouri,  by  letters  ft-om  the  Secretary,  of 
the  1st  and  the  11th  of  July,  1818,  immediately  after 
the  termination  of  the  agreement  belbre  meotioned 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes;  which  lettexs, 
Indeed,  have  the' form  of  circulars  to  ^1  the  bankii  is 
which  the  public  moneys  were  at  that  time  depooiled, 
that  is- to  aay,  the  banks  which  have  bean  «mployed 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  during  the  oaa- 
tinuance  of  ita  arrangement  before  mentioiiad,  wik 
the  Treasury.  The  Bank  of  Missouri  sraa  one  ef 
these.  It  was  now  informed  that,  altfea  timt  agiss- 
ment  had  come  to  an  end  on  the  ^6th  of  Jwie,  sB 
sums  deposited  in  the  Bank  <af  Missoori  after  Ibat 
time,  must  be  subject  to  theVlrafts  of  the  Treasoiy, 
and  would  be  drawn  for,  as  occasion  should  require, 
in  the  following  mannbr,  viz:  if  in  fovor  of  individoali, 
drafts  to  be  paid  at  sight;  if  in  favor  of  the  Bank  ef 
the  United  States,  in  axty  days;  drafta  of  the  latter 
description  to  be  so  made  that  the  money  aboold  be 
drawn  out  and  transferred  gradually,  and  not  en 
moBse,  The  reason  of  this  distinction  between  drafts 
to  individuals  and  drafts  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
StateS)  appears  to  be,  that  drafts  in  fovor  of  iodividuak, 
being  probably  imeikled  for  funds  to  be  expended  ia 
the  i^eighborhood  of  the  bank,  would  be  enitnaiSy 
paid  m  the  notes  of  the  liaak  itself,  or  otlier  sioiliar 
paper ;  but  that  those  in  favor  of  the  Bank:  of  the 
United  Stales  would  be  auoh  as  required  payment  ia 
specie,  or  in  United  States'  Bank  btUs,  or  traafisis  ef 
credit  to  its  branches ;  operations  which  might  rsassn* 
ably  require  time.  On  the  let  of  Aoguatft  the  Bank 
of  Missouri  signified  its  acceptaaoa  of  the  eonditioos  of 
this  proposition. 

On  the  $lst  of  December^  1818,  the  Secrelaiy,  by 
letter,  addressed  to  (he  President  of  the  Bank  t>f  Ed' 
wanifvllle,  iigaift0d  his  diapoeition  lo  empfoy  chat 
bank  also  in  receiving  the  depositee  of  the  poblic 
moneys ;  and,  on  the  1st  of  February  firfiowing*  that 
bank  assented  to  the  terms.  A  similar  arrangement 
was  made,  nearly  at  the  same  time,  with  the  Bank  of 
Illinoie,  the  Bank  of  Hunuville,  and  the  Tombigbee 
Bank. 

Shortly  after  the  date  of  these  transacttons,  how- 
ever,  a  more  general  system  of  employing  State  hanks, 
for  Ae  purposes  before  mentioned,  was  adopted,  snd 
oendltlons  more  precise,  and  whieh  were  thenght  mere 
favorable  to  the  baftks,  weie  proposed.  The  leadiag 
foature  in  thie  new  propoeition  was,  that»  ttr  an  in- 
ducement to  undertake  the  engagement,  it  was  agreed, 
on  the  part  of  tfato  Treasury,  to  eUow  to  the  bank  a 
permanent  deposits  of  ji  stipulated  sum,  not  Ralle  ts 
be  drawn  out  or  diminished,  except  in  a  apedfted  case. 
The  use  of  this  deposits  was  to  be  the  eqnivaleat  for 
the  responsibility  of  nDseiving  and  keeping  the  foods, 
and  the  expense  of  transferring  them,  without  Itardier 
charge  on  the  Treasury,  to  auch  places  as  might  be 
agreed  on,  or  required. 

Arrangements  of  this  nature  were  made  with  the 
Bank  of  Steubeaville»  Bank  of  Chillieothe,  Fraaklia 
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Bank  of  Coltunbns,  Fsrmen  and  Meehanici'  Btnk  of 
[ndianft,  Bsnk  of  liliDou  at  Shawneetownv  Branch 
Bank  of  Kentuckj  at  LouiaviUe,  Bank  of  Tombig- 
3ee  at  Baint  Stephen's,  Planters  and  Merchants' 
Bank  of  HnntsTille,  Bank  of  Missouri,  Bank  of  Ed- 
irardsWlle,  and  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Cin- 
nnnati. 

Ttie  terme,  in  general,  agreed  to  between  the  Trea- 
niry  and  these  several  banks,  were,  in  substance— 

Ist.  That  the  bank  should  receive,  in  de)Msite,  to 
;he  credit  of  the  Treasutj  as  cash,  from  the  receivers 
>f  public  moneys,  all  current  notes  of  suc^  banks  as 
naintain  caah  payments;  with  power,  however,  to 
disoontimitf  to  receive  the  notes  of  any  particular  bank 
)n  giving  seasonable  notice  of  such  Intention  to  the 
Receiver. 

2d.  That  the  bank  should  pay,  at  sights  ajl  drafts 
from  thp  Treasofy ;  and  sbould  also  transfer,  on  re- 
quest, all  sums  on  hand  beyond  the  amount  of  the 
itipulated  permanent  depotite,  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States*  or  ceitalp  enumerated  branches  of  that 
bank;  and ^ that  a  fixed  sum  should  remain  in  the 
bank,  as  beVbre  mentioned,  hs  a  permanent  deposite, 
to  be  tianaferred,  however,  to  the  Bank,  of  the  United 
States,  in  six  ibonths  after  the  terminfatlon  of  the 
agreement 

3d.  That,  if  the  money  were  wanted  for  disburse- 
ment in  the  neighborhood  of  the  banks,  it  might  be 
drawn  Ibr,  at  sight,  uotwithefanding  such  draOa  might 
reduce  the  permanent  depoeite  below  the  stipulated 
ram. 

Tbe  amcmnt  df  this  perminent  deposite  was  to  be 
increased,  if  it  should  appear  that  me  bank  should 
receive  and  transfer  soch  large  sums  as  that  the  ex- 
pense thereof  should  not  be  considered  as  compen- 
lated  by  tbe  benefit  of  the  deposite  which  had  been 
Itipulated.  It  was  also  prescribed,  that  the  bank 
ihouM  render  to  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
to  the  Treasurer,  duplicate  'monthly  returns  of  its  ac- 
eounts  with  the  Tteasur^ ;  and  to  the  Secietary,  eon- 
fidential  monthly  returne  of  the  state  of  its  own  affiiirs ; 
showing,  also,  the  credits  of  all  public  officers  in  the. 
bank ;  and  also  quarterly  Ibts,  or  returns,  of  all  its 
debtors ;  to  the  end  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
miffht' determine  on  tbe  propriety  of  continuing  the 
poolie  deposite  in  such  bank. 

Such  was  tbe  general  nature  of  'the  arrangementa 
&s  they  were  adopted  and  entered  into  with  the  banks. 
There  were,  however,  Tariations  in  some  other  particu- 
lars. In  the  Bank^of  Steubenville,  for  instance,  the 
public  money  in  the  bank,  or  due  from  it  at  the  time 
of  the  arrangement,  was  declared  not  to  fall  within 
the  arrangement :  in  other  instances,  nbthin^  is  said 
of  such  balances ;  and,  in  others  again,  it  iraa  de- 
clared that  they  should  be  embraced  by  the  agree- 
ment. 

Tbe  ibllowing  table  shows  the  amount  of  the  per- 
manent deposite  allowed  to  each  bank,  repectively,  as 
Lbe  equivalent  for  tbe  services  rendered,  or  expected 
to  be  rendered,  by  it  to  the  Treasury  : 
Bank  of  Steubenville «        -        .        -        .  $60,000 

BankofChillicothe 100  000 

20,600 

40,000 

fiO,000 

100,000 

100,000 

76,000 

150,000 

70,000 


Franklin  Bank  of  Cohim1)us       -        -        . 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Indiana  • 
Bank  of  Illinois  at  Shawneetown 
Branch  Bank  of  Kentucky  at  Louisville 
Bank  of  Tombigbee  at  St.  Stephen's  - 
i'lanters  and  Merchants'  Bankof  Hutttsville 
3ank  of  Missouri        .        .        .        .        . 
iankof  Vineennes    •       .       •       .       • 


Bank  of  JSdwardsville         ....     40,000 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Cincinnati    100,000 

The  amount  of  these  permanent  depositee  is  nine 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  interest  on  which 
sum,  at  six  per  centum,  would  be  fifty-four  thousand 
dollars. 

It  is  alleged  in  the  memorial,  that  this  sum  of  fifly. 
four  thousand  doliara  was  thus  annually  paid  for  re- 
ceiving and  transmitting  the  public  money ;  a  service 
which,  it  is  said,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States'  was 
bound  to  perform  without  any  compensation.  The 
committee  does  hot  see  the  ground  of  this  obligation 
on  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  Stotes.  Thai  institution 
Is,  indeed,  bound  to  give  necessary  facilities  for  trans- 
ferring the  public  funds  Yrom  place  to.  place,  but  this 
can  only  mean  cash  fbnds ;  and  it  is  bound,  also,  to 
receive  money  in  deponte  for  the  United  States ;  but 
it  is  not  bound  to  receive  in  deposite,  as  cash,  the  bills 
of  any  banks  whatever  but  its  own,  although  they 
may  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  resolution  of 
1616.  The  committee  does  not  perceive  any.  thing  in 
the  principle  of  these  arrangements  with  the  banks, 
either  in  violation  of  law,  or  contrary  to 'the  usage  of 
the  Goveniment ;  since  the  Treasury  haa,  for  many 
years,  had  agreements  with  more  or  Jess  of  the  banks, 
by  which  the  public  inoneys  were  deposited  in  such 
banks,  and  drawn  (torn  them  wheh  Wanted ;  certain 
terms  and  conditions,  as  to  the  mode  of  drawing,  bfting 
Btipulated,  auch  as  were  thought  beneficial,  both  to 
the  Treasury  and  the  banks.  Indeed,  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  observe  here,  that  it  seems  to  have  been  aa- 
aumed,  by  difierent  ofllceia  at  the  head  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  that  it  was  their  duty  to  direct  its 
operations  to  the  support  of  difiercnt  moneyed  insti- 
tutions whene^r  their  afiairs  required  support,  so  as 
to  defeat  combinations  against  them,  and  preserve  an 
equilibrium  of  credit  among  them.  And  the  practice 
appeara  to  be  in  conformity  with  this  principle  from  a 
vert  early  day.  That  benefit  may  occasionally  result, 
and  has  resulted  from  such  operations,  is  evident ;  but 
this  is  no  legal  employment  of  public  funds.  It  is  noth- 
ing but  a  gratuitous  loan.  The  eiistence  of  the  prac. 
tiee,  however,  as  weH  as  the  avowal  of  the  principle  by 
difiTerent  officers  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  will  be 
fiMind  by  referring  to  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  of  the  S6th 
February,  18S3,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  that  body. 
Such,  however,  wae  not  either  the  object,  or  the  char- 
acter, of  the  agreements  with  the  State  Banks',  which 
are  the  eu^ects  of  this  examinatidta. 

On  the  Ist  of  Auguat,  1810,  the  Treasury  issued 
circular instroetions  to  the  Receivers  of  Public  Moneys, 
-tilthoiiiiog  them  to  receive,  in  addition  to  apecie  and 
bills  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stetes  and  iu  Ranches, 
notea  of  the  ineorporated  banks  in  Boston,  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Richmond,  and  in  the 
Sutes  of  Sooth  Carolina  and  Georgik,  (except  the 
City  Bank  of  Baltimore^)  and  of  those  specien>aying 
banka  in  the  State  in  which  the  Laud  Office  is  situ- 
ated. **This  instruction,"  it  is  added,  «<  super- 
'sedes  those  which  have  heretofore  been  given  on  the 
subject,  except  in  so  far  as  they  prohibit  the  receipt  of 
the  paper  of  any  bank  which  does  not  discharge  its 
notes,  on  demand,  In  specie ;  and  that  prohibition  must, 
in  every  case,  be  rigidly  adhered  to" 

Among  the  banks  with  which  these  negotiations 
were  made,  the  attention  of  the  committee  was  called, 
particularly,  to  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 
Cittcinnali,  the  Bank  of  Chillicothe,  and  the  branch 
of  the  State  Bank  of  Kentucky,  at  Louisvilie,  aa  form- 
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ing  the  subject  of  a^  charge  that  does  not  apply  to  the 
others.  In  the  several  places  where  these  banks  were 
situated,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  offices  of 
discount  and  deposite,  and  the  law  incorporating  that 
institution,  as  has  been  before  observed,  createti  an 
obligation  on  the  Treasury  of  tha  United  States  to 
use  them  as  places  of  deposite,  in  preference  to  any 
other  banks,  unless  the  Secretary  shall,  for  special  rea- 
sons, otherwise  direct ;  and,  in  that  case,  such  rea- 
sons shall  be  laid  before  Congress  at  its  then,  or  next 
session.  The  charge  is,  that  no  s,uch  communication 
wae  made  to  Congress.  This  omission  is  acknowl- 
edged by  the  Secretary,  who  says  it  was  owing  to  in- 
advertence, and  that  the  inattention  to  the  provision 
of  the  law  was  uniftiportant,  inasmuch  as  the  provi- 
sion was  intended,  obviously,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
bank;  and  the  bank  had  full  notice.  The  notoriety 
of  the  fact  is  also  relied  on,  ta  show  that  .no  impro- 
per conduct,  or  desire  to  conceal  it,  produced  the 
omission. 

The  committee  sees  no  reason  to  doubt  this  state- 
ment, or  to  attribute  any  improper  motive  to  the  Sec- 
retary, ^n  this  inattention  to  the  directions  oY  the  act. 

The  charges  relative  to  the  Bank  of  Missouri  are, 
in  sobstancei 

That  this  bank  was  unworthy  of  credit  at  the  time 
the  depositee  of  public  moneys  were  suffered  to  accu- 
mulate in  it  to  a  large  and  improper  amount : 

That  the  permanent  deposite  allowed  it  was  illegal, 
and  unreasonably  large : 

That  those  returns  and  statements  of  its  affairs, 
which  the  Secretary  had  himself  considered  essential, 
were  not  elected: 

And,  finally*  that,  in  payment  of  its  debt,  a  large 
amount  of  uncurrent  notes  was  received,  some  of 
them  not  worth  twenty-five  cents  in  the  dollar^  con- 
trary to  the  positive  injunctions  of  the  resolution  of 
1816. 

The  committee  thinks  it  very  probable  that  the 
Bank  of  Missouri  did  make  an  improper,  perhaps  an 
excessive,  issue  of  its  paper ;  alth6ugh  the  mode^dopt- 
ed  in,  the  address,  of  estimating  that  excess,  appears 
not  altogether  correct,  as  it  omits  to  mention  the  per- 
manent deposite  of  the  Government  in  calculating  the 
fund  on  which  the  emission  might  be  made.  If  the 
Capitol  of  the  bank  were,  as  is  stated,  $210,000,  and 
ito  permanent  ^lepoaite  from  Government  $)  50,000, 
supposing  it  to  have.no  other  depositee,  a  discount  to 
the  extent  of  $430,000  would  not  have  been  alarm- 
ingly excessive,  supposing  the  loans  to  have  been 
limited  to  safe  hands,  and  that  punctuality  of  payment 
might  have  been  expected.  It  is  probable  that  a  fail- 
ure in  this  latter  respect  was  the  immediate  cause  of 
the  bank  suspending  its  payments. 
.  The  sum  of  $7S6,000,  which  appears,  at  one  time, 
to  have  been  in  this  bank,  was  certainly  a  very  large 
sum  to  have  been  suffered  to  remain  in  a  country 
bank;  but,  whether  it  was  a  greater  accumulation 
than  ought  to  have  been  allowed,  is  a  question  that 
depends  on  many  considerations,  chiefly  on  that  of  the 
iolidity  of  the  institution,  which  itoelf  again  depended 
on  the  solvency  of  ita  debtors.  Of  this  the  committee 
has  no  other  evidence  than  that  arising  from  the  report 
of  the  committae  of  the  Legiflatnre  of  Missouri,  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  afi^rs  of  tiM  bank,  who  declare 
that  the  debto  due  on  personal  security,  as  well  as 
those  secured  by  mortgage,  are  safe.  Ifthis  were  well 
founded,  the  bank,  even  at  the  time  it  stopped  pay- 
ment, had,  in  those  two  items  aloncy  more  than  enough 
to  pay  all  it  owed. 


What  information,  to  put  the  Secretary  on  his  gnaid, 
would  have  been  derived  from  the  monthly  retoms, 
the  committee  cannot  determine.  They  appear  ts 
have  been  furnished  only  up  to  the  1st  of  Febrnary, 
1820.  Nor  has  the  committee  observed  any  demand 
made  by  the  Secretary  ibr  a  compliance  with  this  stip- 
ulation, at  any  time  between  that  date  and  the  time 
the  bank  stopped  payment  Whether,  however,  if  it 
had  been  demanded  and  complied  wUh,  any  dlSermt 
result,  favorable  to  the  United  States,  would  hnvebeen 
produced,  it  seems  impossible  to  determine,  becaese, 
judging  from  the  last  and  most  unfaTomble  retaro, 
made  immediately  previous  to  the  stoppage  of  the  bank, 
nothing  in  those  returns  would  have  appeared  to  indi- 
cate any  danger. 

A  more  important  part  of  the  charge  in,  that  the 
Secretary  received  from  this  bank,  in  part  payment  of 
ito  debt,  a  large  amount  of  ancurrent  ootee,  oontrarf 
to  law. 

By  the  first  arrangement  made  with  the  bank,  whidi 
has  been  already  stated,  it  was  not  seaponeibto,  as  <ar 
as  the  committae  can  perceive,  for  the  solveocj  of  the 
banks,  the  notes  of  which  might  have  been  deposited 
in  it  by  the  public  receivers.  When  the  new  contrael 
was  made,  in  August,  1819,  it  did  not  Ibrm  any  put 
of  that  contract,  as  it  did  with  some  of  thoee  of  thi 
ether  banks,  that  the  billa  alrea4y  on  lumd  chould  be 
at  once  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasary  as  cash, 
as  may  be  seen  by  a  copy  of  the  contract  annexed  to 
this  report,  marked  B.  So  that  the  important  ^oes- 
tion  is,  whethef  those  notes  were  received  befiire  or 
after  the  9th  of  August,  1819,  the  day  on  which  the 
bank  assented  to  the  new  contract.  If  beli»re,  then 
they  are  received  on  account,  and  at  the  riak  of  Gov- 
ernment ;  if  after,  at  the  risk  of  the  bank* 

The  committee  think  there  were  safficieoi  ressons 
to  justify  the  Secretary  in  believing  them  to  have  been 
received  before  the  9th  of  August,  becaoaew  hy  the  letter 
of  the  bank,  of  that  date,  it  appears  that  a  rnich  larger 
sum  in  notes  essentially  of  the  same  deecripcieD,  was 
in  possesion  of  the  baiik:  and  an  offer  is  therein 
made  to  'transfer  them  to  various  other  banks,  to  the 
order  of  the  Treasury^  And,  bv  the  statement  marked 
£,  annexed  to  the  a^ddresa  of  Mr.  Bdwerda,  i^appea^ 
that,  as  early  as  the  6th  of  Septomber,  1819,  a  mock 
larger  sum,  in  notoa  of  the  description  of  those  thos 
ofiered  by  the  bank^  had  actually  been  nceived  on 
account  of  the  Treasury  from  the  several  feoeiveis,  and 
were  then  on  hand.  On  this  point  the  ooaunittee 
also  refer  to  the  deposition  of  Thomas  F.  Riddick* 
hereunto  annexed,  marked  P. 

The  committoe  think  it  proper  to  add,  thai,  of  the 
whole  sum  rebeived  by  the  Treasury  in  theae  notes^ 
from  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  a  sum  ef  about  twentj 
thousand  dollars;only  appears  to  be  unpaid  \  and  of 
this  sum  it  is  stoted  oy  the  Treasury  there  afe  hopss 
that  a  conaiderable  part  will  he  secared.  .• 

A  very  large  part  of  the  addreas  is  oocapied  vitk 
observations  on  the  transactions  between  the  Treasaiy 
and  the  Bank  of  fidwardsville.  This  bank  Was  msitt 
a  dejMsitory  of  public  money,  at  the  solicitattoa  of 
Mr.  £d  wards  himself,  in  December,  1818.  It  stopped 
payment  in  September,  1821,  owing,  at  that  time,  a 
balance  to  Government  bf  forty -six  thousand  two  hua* 
dred  and  two  dollars  and  forty-three  ceote. 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  here  to  repeat  all  that  is 
said  on  that  subject,  in  the  address  and  the  answer. 
The  address,  in  this  part  of  it,  seeraa  to  have  two 
objeota— one  to  clear  Mr.  Edwards  himaelf  from  ai^ 
imputation  on  acooant  of  having  preeored  tbe  public 
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deposites  to  ^e  made  in  the  bank  originAlly,  and  to 
repel  the  supposition  that  he  had  been  the  means  of 
continuing  them  after  they  became  unsafe  ;.the  other 
to  charge  the  Secretary  with  continuing  the  deposttes 
after  he  ought  to  have  been  alarmed  for  their  safety, 
and  with  receiving  uncurreAt  notes  from  the  bank 
•gainst  law ;  and  also  with  fhe  negligent  omission  of 
proper  means  \b  collect  the  debt  due  from  it  to  the 
GovernmenL 

It  appears  to  be  for  this  double  jlurpose,  that  the 
address  alleges  that  in  1819  its  author  made  a  publi- 
cation, announcing  his  intention  to  withdraw  from  the 
bank  in  which  he  bad  been  A  director,  and  no  longer 
to  be  considered  responsible  for  its  engagements ;  which 
publication,  as  is  alleged,  #as  transmitted  to  the  Secre- 
tary ;  that  he  also  advised  the  Receiver  of  Public  Mon- 
ejB  to  withhold  the*  depositee  from  the  bank  until  he 
should  receivp  fbrther  orders  from  the  Treasury ;  that 
the  Receiver,  thereupon,  wrote  to  the  Treasury,  enclos- 
ing Mr  Edwards'b  publication,  and  (as  he  afterwards 
declared)  received  a  letter  from  the  ^eeretafy,  direct- 
ing him  to  continue  the  depositee.  The  Secretary  has 
said,  that  no  such  letter  from  the  Receiver  was  on  file 
in  the  Department,  and  that  none  of  its  officers  had 
any  recollection  of  suth  a  letter^  and,  moreover,  that 
there  was  no  record  of  any  answer.  The-  address, 
notwithstanding  this  declaration,  Aims  to  prove  that 
such  letter  was  written ;  and,  among  other  arguments, 
adduces  the  fact  that  there  was,  about  this  time,  an 
actual  suspension  of  depositee  at  the  bank ;  which  the 
address  attributes  to  the  caution  of  the  Receiver,  under 
the  advice  which  had  been  given-  to  him.  To  this,  it 
is  answered  by  the  Secretary  that  this  suspension  was 
owing  to  the  negligence,  not  the  caution,  of  the  Re- 
ceiver ;  that  the  Receiver  was  directed  frequently  and 
repeatedly  to  continue  his  deposites,  and  to  make  them 
regularly  and  punctually — danger  then  being  appre- 
hended, not  from  the  bank,  but  from  the  continuance 
of  large  sums  in  the  hands  of  the  Receiver. 

Without  entering  into  a  detail  of  all  the  ftcts  con- 
nected with  thitf  subject,  it  seeme  to  the  committee 
that  there  is  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Edwards  did  make  a 
publication  (paper  0)  in  the  newspapers  hi  1819,  as 
he  represents,  and  that  he  gave  such  advice  as  he 
represents,  to  the  Receiver;  But 'there  is  no  evidence 
that  the  Receiver  communicated  it,  or  wrote  on  the 
subject  of  it,  to  the  Secretary.  Indeed,  It  ie  not  very 
probable  he  wotrid  have  done  so^  It  is  to  be  remem? 
bered  that  he  was  Presifient  of  the  Bank,  as  well  as 
Receiver  of  PubKc  Moneys^  and  he  would  hardly  ad- 
vise the  Secretary  that  he,  as  Receiver,  eould  not  repose 
confidetace  in  the  Bank,  the  President  and  head  of 
which  he  was.  ^ 

The  committee  does  not  deem  it  at  all  material  Co 
inquire  whether  the  Secretary' received  or  saw  a  copy 
of  Mr.  Edwardb's  publication.  There  ie  nothing  in 
that  communication  which  should  have  alarmed  him 
for  the  safety  of  the  publie  money  in  the  Edwardsvilte 
Bank ;  for,  although'  Mr.  Edwards  itinounoes  his 
intention  of  withdrawing  from  a  participation  in  the 
direction  of  it,  he  speaks  in  most  'decided  terras  of  its 
solvency  and  safety.  While  the  committee  seef  no 
reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Edwards  acted  with  any 
impropriety  in  procuring  the  deposite  of  the  pdblic 
money  in  that  bank,  or  in  regard  to  the  continuance 
of  such  deposite,  it  perceives,  en  the'  other  hand,  no 
reason  whatever  for  supposing  that  the  Secretary  con- 
tinued the  deposites  after  being  admonished  by  the 
Receiver  that  they  were  unsafe«  On  the  contrary,  the 
committee  thinks  the  correspondence  fully  shows  that 
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the  deposites  were  omitted  (or  thought  io  be  so)  through 
negligence  and  fault ;  and  that,  in  enforcing  and 
insisting  on  them,  the  Secretary  was  governed  by  a 
pioper  regard  for  the  security  of  the  public  funds.  The 
committee,  however,  would  take  this  occasion  to  ob- 
serve thkt,  in-  their  opinion,  the  appointment  of  the 
Presidents  of  the  local  banks,  in  which  public  moneys 
are  deposited,  to  be  Receivers  of  the  Public  Moneys, 
to  be  deposited  in  the  same  bank,  is  injudicious ;  that 
it  has  happened  in  several  cases ;  and  that  inconveni* 
ence  or  misohief  may  not  be  unlikely  to  iMult  from 
such  a  practice. 

As  to  the  charge  of  receiving  uncurrent  notes  from 
this  bank  also,  contrary  to  law,  the  comibittee  thinks 
that  the  construction,  which  appears  to  have  been  con- 
tended for  by  the  bank,  and  acquiesced  in  by  the  Sec- 
retary, of  the  first  article  of  the  arrangement  between 
them,  is  not  the  true  construction,  especially  if  noth- 
ing be  regarded  but  the  terms  of  the  contract.  The 
words  of  the  first  article  are,  *^  that  the  publie  moneya 
shall  be  entered  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  as  cash." 
It  would  seem  im possible  that  these  terms  could  mean 
any  thing  else  than  that,  fox  the  amount  of  thdse  de- 
poeitea,  the  bank  should  become  directly  debtor  to  toe 
United  States,  and  that  this  debt,  thus  assumed, 
should,  like  others,  bo  legally  paid.  If  this  construo- 
tion,  which  the  committee  has  given  to  the  contract, 
be  correct,  these  notes  were  illegally  received. 

'The  Secretaiy's  view  of  the  case  eppears,  however, 
to  have  been  different.  He  says  the  term  **  cash''  vf  as 
used  in  opposition  to  the  term  **  special  deposite,"  and 
was  not  intended  to  subjeet  t)ie  bank  to  the  payment 
of  specie  for  notes  which  were  not  convertible  into 
specie ;  and  that  it  was  not  understood  by  either  of 
the  parties,  that  the  bank  was  responsible  for  the  cre- 
dit of  other  banks  whose  notes  were  deposited  in  it. 
The  correspondence  sufficiently  shovrs  that  the  bank 
expressed  the  same  opinion,  at  an  early  period  of  the 
connexion,  and  long  before  this  case  arose.  The  con- 
struction insisted  upon  was,  in  efifect,  that  the  bank 
was  to  receive  such  bills  as  the  Receivers  had  lawfully 
taken,  and  wished  to  deposite  ;  and,  as  these  would  be 
of  different  banks,  more  of  less  remote^  the  bank  should, 
far  the  compensation  which  it  received,  be  at  ^^e  ex- 
pense of  collecting  them,  90  that  the  proceeds  might 
be  transferred,  without  farther  expense  or  trouble  on 
the  part  ol  the  Government,  to  the  order  of  the  Treas- 
ury ;  but  that,  nevertheless,  if  any  such  billa  became 
discredited,  white  in  this  process  of  collection,  by  the 
foilure  of  the  bank  which  issued  them,  the  loss  should 
fall  on  the  Oovernment 

Although  the  committee  do  not  agree  to  the  cor- 
rectnesa  of  this  construction,  yet  they  see  no  reason 
to*  doubt  that  the  Secretary  may  have  honestly  sup- 
posed that  the  banks  entered  into  the  arrangement 
with  this  ondersunding  of  its  meaning ;  nor  any 
ground  to  believe  his  conduct,  in  this  respect,  to  have 
been  governed  by  any  improper  motive,  it  ought  to 
be  added,  that  the  Secretary  states  that  eae  reason  for 
reoeivitig  these  bills  from  the  Edwardsville  Bank  was, 
that  he  had  at  that  time  some  reason  to  apprehend  a 
want  of  punctuality  or  good  faith  on  the  part  of  that 
bank  itself. 

The  case  of  the  Bank  of  Tombigbee,  aa  it  is  ex- 
plained in  the  Secretary's  answer,  dees  not  call  for 
any  particular  observations.  It  is  not  unlike  thiit  of 
Edwardsville,  except  that,  in  the  former  case,  no  loss 
appears  to  have  occurred.  The  loss  in  the  case  of  the 
Bank  of  Edwardsville,  arising  from  the  receipt  of  un- 
current notes,  will  be  twenty  thousand  dollars;  un* 
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Wm  it  should  turn  oat,  m  the  Seeretaiy  mjs  he  it 
Mia  red  it  will,  t^t  the  notes  will  jet  be  paid. 

The  cofliiDittee  hai  reqaested  of  the  Department  to 
be  informed  of  the  preeent  amount  due  to  the  United 
Stataa  from  the  ibUowinf  baoka,  to  wit :  The  Branch 
Bank  of  Kentucky*  at  LouieTille;  the  HuntsYiHe 
Bank ;  the  Bank  of  Miaaouri ;  the  Bank  of  Yincennea ; 
the  Bank  of  Edwardaville ;  and  the  Farmers  and  Me- 
chanics' Bank  of  Cincinnati ;  and  of  the  present  cir- 
cumatancea  of  those  banks;  and,  whether  there  be 
leason  to  apprehend  lose  from  any  other  bank  in  which 
the  public  money  is  deposited. 

In  answer  to  this  request,  the  Secretary  has  com- 
municated a  statement  of  the  Treasurer,  giving  the 
information  required,  wWh  •ccompaniea  this  report, 
marked  J)« 

By  this  it  would  appear,  that  the  balance  now  due 
the  OoTeroment  from  these  banka,  is  four  hundred 
and  forty  thousafid  eight  hundred  and  twenty  dollars 
and  sizty*three  cents. 

The  committee  has  no  particular  information  of  the 
measures  which  have  been  adopted  to  enforce  the  col« 
lection  of  these  balances.  In  regard  to  aome  of  them, 
as  haa  already  appeared,  the  Secretary  ezpreasea  a 
confident  hope  of  ultimate  payment ;  a  great  portion 
.of  the  amount,  however,  may  be  conaidered  as  lost. 

The  amount  of  money  collected  on  account  of  in- 
ternal taxes,  and  from  the  aales  of  the  public  ianda, 
mostly  the  latter,  since  1816,  is  sUted  by  the  Secre- 
tary at  twenty-one  millions  of  dollars.  If  of  this  sum 
half  a  million  ahould  be  Ipet  by  means  of  the  failure  of 
the  banks  which  havo stopped  paiyment,  the  loss  would 
be  leas  than  two  and  a  half  per  cent  on  the  whole 
aum. 

.  Considering  the  great  and  violent  shock  which  cre- 
dit of  all  kinds  has  susuined  within  this  period  in  the 
Western  Statea,  and  comparing  this  amount  of  loss, 
if  it  should  eventually  happen,  with  that  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  of  other  banks,  and  of  individu- 
als, arising  in  the  same  part  of  the  country,  from  sim- 
ilar causes,  the  committee  is  of  opinion  that  the  result 
does  not  show  in  the  Treasury  Department  »oy  want 
either  of  fidelity  or  prudence  in  the  management  of 
the  public  funds. 

The  other  division  of  the  charge  contained  in  the 
Address,  relates  to  the  alleged  supprewion,  or  with- 
holding of  papers  called  for  by  difierent  resolutions  of 
the  Houses  of  Congress. 

One  specification  under  this  head  ia  that  relating  to 
the  correapondence  between  the  SecreUry  and  Mr. 
Stephenson,  the  President  of  the  Bdwaidsville  Bank. 
The  opinion  of  the  commiUee  on  that  subject  haa  been 
already  given,  and  need  not  be  repeated. 

Another  relates  to  the  correspondence  with  the  sev- 
eral Western  banks  generally.  The  charge  is,  that 
material  parts  of  it  were  retained,  when  aU  was  called 
for  by  the  House. , 

The  first  call  Was  made  on  the  9th  of  January,  1822, 
and  was,  as  the  committee  think,  limited  in  ito  proper 
construction  to  a  requisition  for  the  correspondence 
relative  to  Uie  contracts  for  making  depositee.  In  this 
way,  Uie  Secretary  says,  he  understood  it ;  but.  that 
he  did,  neverUieless,  transmit  letters  not  directly  em- 
braced by  the  reaolution,  but  which,  he  thought,  were 
necessary  to  elucidate  the  subject 

The  next  resolution  was  on  the  I2th  of  March,  in 
the  same  year,  and  the  only  correspondence  it  called 
for,  was  that  with  the  Missouri  Bank,  and  there  is  no 
reasen  to  believe  that  this  was  not  substantially  com- 
plied with. 


A  third  call  was  made  in  the  same  year,  on  the 
8th  of  May,  requiring  the  correspondents  with  all  ths 
banks  that  had  not  heSi^n  been  communicated. 

The  committee  have  not  been  able  to  discover,  in 
the  very  voluminous  return  to  this  last  resolution,  aay 
material  letters  not  before  communicated,  except  t 
circular  instruction  to  the  Western  banks,  directiaf 
them  to  note,  on  the  back  of  each  return  of  the  Traa- 
surer's  account,  a  description  of  the  moneys  credited 
in  such  return,  and  the  amount  of  each,  aceording  to 
a  form  of  return  therein  given.  This  form  is  the  sane 
with  that  in  which  the  return  referred  to  in  Mr.  Ed- 
wards's Address,  marked  £.,  is  made  out  This  cir- 
cumstance would  seem  to  give  a^reater  weight  to  the 
evidence  to  be  drawn  from  that  papet«  eonsideriag  it 
as  an  official  document  intended  for  the  .IVoasorj, 
ander  the  agreement 

Another  charge  of  suppression,  incideotally  okadc. 
but  which  the  committee  deem  it  proper  to  notice, 
relates  to  a  report  made  by  the  Secretary,  io  obedieooc 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  Slot  of  Pecembst, 
1819,  calling  for  such  information  as  he  pfwetssfirl  is 
relation  to  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the  Uaiisd 
States.  On  this  point,  the  committee  addressed  aa 
inquiry  to  tiie  SecreUry,  and  received  from  him  the 
answer  annexed  to  this  report,  marked  £. 

Although  they  are  of  opinion  that  there  were  papen 
in  the  Department  containing  information  called  fo 
by  the  reaolution,  and  which  ought  to  have  been  cen- 
municated,  yet,  judging  from  the  sutement  made  by 
the  Secretary,  in  his  anawer,  connected  with  the  iact 
that  the  papera  in  queation  were  Gommanicated  to  the 
Attorney  General,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  cemmHtee 
that  the  omiasion  was.  not  caused  by  a  design  to  screen 
the  person  implicated  from  punishment  or  bleme. 

As  to  the  other  eases  in  which  the  Secretary  is 
charged  in  the  Addreea,  with  having  sappraaaed  or 
withheld  pepere  or  information  called  £r  by  the 
Houses  of  Congress,  the  committee  is  of  opinioB  tkst, 
although  papen  coming  within  the  acopa  of  Che  reso- 
lution, or  csil,  were  not,  in  pome  insteooea^  osoau- 
nic^tcd,  such  omissions  were  either  the  reaiilt  of  acci- 
dent, or  of  a  belief,  on  the  part  of  the.  Secretary,  or  of 
the  persons  necessarily  employed  by  him  en  soch  oc- 
casions, that  the  papen  ao  omitted  were  nm  called 
for,  or  were  not  material ;  and  the  committee  have 
eeen  no  evidence  that  any  4ocumeata  or  io^Mmation 
has  been  withheld  from  the  Hpuae,  frtim  the  o^ieraiion 
of  any  improper  motive  or  design. 

Referring  to  what  has  been  said  ia  the  introduc- 
tion to  this  report,^  ^nd  repeating  that  Mx.  Edwards 
bas  not  had  an  opportunity  of  supporting  his  ohargw* 
by  his  presence  and  testimony,  tke  resait  of  the  fscu 
which  have  appeared  to  the  committee,  thus  far,  in 
this  iQveatigation,  and  of  their  deductions  from  thies, 
when  applied  to  the  recapitulation  of  clwxyee,  es  ststsd 
at  the  end  of  the  Address,  is^- 

First  That  the  evidence  referred  to,  and  examiasd, 
does  not  support  the  charge  of  having  miamanagsJ 
the  public  funda. 

Second.  That  the  uncurrent  notes,  mentioned  ia 
the  aecond  charge,  appear,  by  evidence  satisfactory  to 
the  committee,  to  have  been  received  and  deposited 
by  the  public  receiven,  at  a  time  when  they  were  re- 
ceivable under  -the  resolution  of  Congteea  of  16 1& 
That,  in  the  principal  case,  that  of  the  Baok  of  Mis- 
souri, the  bank  did-  not  make  itself  r^ponsible  (or 
such  notes  as  ca^b,  and  therefore  the  becretary  mu 
bound  to  receive  them  from  the  bank;  that,  although 
ttie  banks  of  Tombigbee  and  £ jwardsville  were  liable 
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to  aecoant  for  soch  d«potttM  at  ctih,  if  the  conatnic* 
tion  wkich  the  comnittee  gme  to  their  contracts  be 
correct,  yet,  that  both  the  Secretary- and  the  banks 
expreseea  a  difilbrent  opinion  as  to  the  meaning  of  those 
contracts,  and  that  the  Becretary,  in  receiving  fifteen 
tiionaand  dollars  from  (be  one,  and  twenty  thousand 
dollam  from  the  other,  of  those  banks,  appears  to-have* 
acted  aecording  to  what  he  enppoeed  to  be  tho  rights 
of  the  parties,  and  with  «  proper  regard  to  the  inter- 
est of  the  United  States,  under  ite  circnoMtances 
vrbich  then  existed. 

Third.  That  no  intentloniil  misstatementihas  been 
made  to  tb»  House,  of  the  amoontof  dncnrrent  bills 
received  ftom  the  banks;  although  a  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  dollars  of  sueh  bilia  was  omitted 
tbrough  mietake. 

Fourth.  That,  although  the  Secretary  may  have 
■aiseonstmed  the  «fi»ct-<^  soitoe'of  the  contracts  with 
the  banks  to  the  extent  "before  obentioned,  the  com- 
mittee find  no  grounds  for  the  charge  that  he  has  mis* 
yepweeiited  tliem,  inasmuch  is  the  centracte  them* 
flelvea  wem  sabmitled,  with  his  report,  to  the  House. 

Fifth.  That  the  Secretary  did  omit  to  communicaU 
to  Congress  the  reaaone  which  led  him  to  direct  the 
^epoeite  of  public  moneys  in  the  three  local  banks  of 
ChiUicotbe,  uioeinnati,  and  Louisville,  <where  the  Bank 
of  tho  United  States  bad  branthea#  but  there  k  no 
i«ason  for  supposing  that  any  oonoealment  wae  in- 
tended,-or  that  the  omiwion  was  occasioned  by  de* 
eign. 

Sijth.  That  in  some  instances,  papers  called  for  by 
resolutions  of  die  House  have  not  been  communicated 
Vith  oilier  pepers  sent  in  answer .  to  such'  calls,  but 
that  theee  omissionB  have  happened  either  from  aoei- 
dent,  or  froihi  a  belief  that  the  papers  so  omitted  were 
immateria^  or  not  cidled  for ;  and  that  there  is' no  evi- 
dence that,  ai^'docnmenl  or  information  has  been 
withheld  from  improper  motives. 

Having  already  expressed  the  opinion  that  this  in- 
vestigation ought  not  to  be  terminated,  until  the  per- 
son preferring  the  charges  sheH  have  been  examined, 
and  regretting  the  cifcumstancee  wiiich  render  aueh 
an  examination  impraetieable  dunng  the  present  ses- 
aien  of  Congress,  and  thinking  that  Mr.  Edwards  may 
be  expeeted  at  Waehington  within  a  fow  days,  the 
oommlttee  foel  it '  their  duty  to  recommend  to  the 
Home  that  they>  be  required  to  sit  after  the  adjourn- 
Bieiily  for  the  purpose  of  taking  his  exaoaination,  if  aa 
opportnnity  ehaU  be  presented. 

B. 

C0niUion$  propoitd  by  the  Sureiary  of  the  Treamry 
to  the  Sank  of  Mutourirfor  the  future  emphyment 
of  Hat  bank  a$  a^depoeUory  of  public  moneya. 

■  1st.  The  bank  vrill  -receive  foom  the  Receivers  of 
Public  Moneys,  and  others  having  moneys  to  deposite 
on  account  of  the  Treasurer,  the  paper  of  such  banks 
ea  pay  their  notes  in  specie  on  demand,  or  are  other- 
wise in  good  credit,'  and  whoee  paper  is  in  circulation 
in  lU  vicinity,' k  list  of  which  hanks  will  be  furnished 
by  it  to  the  Seoretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  will  credit 
the  same  to  the  Tivasarer  of  the  United  Sutes  as 
cash.  The  bank  may,  however,  discontinue  to  receive 
the  paper  of  any  of  the  said  banks ;  but,  in  such  case, 
it  will  give  immediate  notice  thereof  to  such  Receivers 
and  others,  who  usually  deposite  public  moneye  in  it ; 
and  the  notes  of  any  such  banks,  which  may  have 
been  received  by  them  before  such  notice,  shall  never- 
theless be  taken  and  credited  by  the  Bank  of  Missouri 
as  caah. 


8d.  The  bank  shall  pay,  it  sight,  all  drafts  which 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  may  dra#  on  it ; 
and  it  shall,  frorii  time  to  time,  transfor  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  or  ite  branches  at  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington,  or  New  Otleans, 
In  such  moneys  as  will  be  received  by  them  as  eaah, 
the- excess  of  public  money  remaining  on  depokite, 
after  such  drafts  are  paid,  over  and  above  the  ram  of 
$150^000;  which  sum  of  $150,000  shall  remftin  on 
deposite  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri  during  the  continu- 
ance  of  this  arrangement,  and  shall  be  transferred  in 
like  manner  by  the  bank,  within  six  months  after  it 
shall  cease  to  be  employed  to  receive  the  public  mon* 
eye.  It  is  agreed,  however,  that,  if  the  amount  re- 
ceived by  the  bank  shall  be  eo* large  as  that  the  ex- 
pense of  remittance  shall- exceed  the  benefit  of  the 
deposite,  the  edm  which  is  to  reniain  on  deposite  in 
the  bank  ehall  be  proportlon4bly  increased. 

9d..  The  bank  shall  render  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Sutee, 
duplicate  weekly  returns  of  its  account  with  the  Trea* 
surer,  and  shall  slso  render  to  tnc  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  monthly  retoms  of  the' state- of  its  affairs, 
which  latter  returns  shall  be  considered  confidential, 
and  will,  in  no  'case,  be  made  public,  thmr  being  in- 
tended solely  to  aid  the  Secretsry  of  the  Treasury  in 
determining  on  the  propriety  of  continuing  or  dbcon* 
tiiluing  the  airangement  vKtb-  the  benk. 

4th.  It  is  understood  that  if  the  moneys  deposited 
in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  under  this  arrangement,  c^ 
be  disbursed  at  the  bank,  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer 
shall  be  paid  at  sight,  notwithstanding  such  paylnents 
may  reduce  the  d^poeite  below^  the  eum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  meet  obedient  eervant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

TBSABUaT  DSVAKTMSHT,  JlHIC,  1819. 

Originel  made  part  of  the  answer  of  the  hank,  in  a 
Buit  institated  by  the  United  States  against  it^  and 
.filed  with  said  answer  in  the  derk's  .ofiice. 

**  I  certify  that  the  foregoing,  with  the  exception  of 
the  memorandum,  is  a  copy  from  the  original'  condi- 
tions proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
Bank  of  Miwouri,  for  the  future  employment  of  tliat 
bank  as  a  depository  of  public  moneys." 

THOS.  F.  RIDDICK, 

Free't  Bank  of  Mienuri. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  May  S4,  18S4. 

.    DANIBL  RAPINE, 

Justice  of  the  Ptaee. 

C. 
.  WAsuveTOir,  Mt^  24,  lOW. 

Bin  :  I  have  deceived  your  note  of  this  day's  date, 
and  now  enclose  you  a  copy  ef  the  poblieation  of  Mr. 
Edwards,  made  in  1819,  in  reference  to  the  Bank  of 
Edwardsville,  in  the  Edwardavilto  Spectator  and  J8t. 
Louis  Inquirer,  and  from  the  forQier  copied  in  the  lUi- 
ndie  Gaiette,  ppblished  at  Shawneetown,  and  from 
whldi  last  mentioned  peper  the  encloeed  is  taken. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reepectfuUy,  your  obe* 
dient  servant, 

DANIEL  P.  COOK. 

The  Hon.  Jonv  Ftora. 

raOM  TH&  KDWABDSTILLl  SPlCTATOR. 

To  the  Editore  of  the  St.  Louis  Inquirer,- 

GxxTLXMRir :  The  honorable  Secretory  of  the  Trea- 
sury having,  at  my  particular  application,  directed 
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certain  depositos  of  pablic  money  to  be  mede  in  the 
Banks  of  Shawneetown  and  Edward^^iKe,  I  feel  ray- 
eelf  called  upon,  by  the  repeated  pnblicatione  in  yotir 
paper  againct  the  latter  baokv  to  make  the  following 
statemcnta,  merely  for  my  own  ^uatifieation,  without, 
however,  either  wishing  or  intending  to  engage  in  any 
farther  controversy  upon  the  subject,  unless -it  thonld 
become  neoessaiy  to  mpport  the  facts  themseWes, 
which  I  shall  state. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  original  intendon  of 
those  who  had  been  most,  active  in  procuring  the  in- 
corporation of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  I  did  sin- 
cerely believe,  at  the  time  it  Was  about  to  be  put  into 
operation,  that  it  was  intended  to  be  conducted  with 
the  utmost  prudence  and  honesty ;' and,  with  that  be- 
lief, I,  myself;  subscribed  for  one  hundred  shares.  I 
personally  knew  that  $30,000  had' been,  actually,  and 
bona  fide,  paid  upon  the  stock  subscribed ;  and  the 
•lection  of  directors  was  a  farther  confirmation  to  me, 
that  nothing  like  fr»ad  or  imposition  waa  contem- 
plated. 

The  gentlemen  chosen,,  as  direotors,  were — 

1.  Col.  Benjamin  Stephensout  formerly  Delegate  in 
Congress ;  then,  and  now,  lUceiver  of  Publie  Moneys 
in  the  Land  Office  at  this  place. 

2.  William  Kinney,  £«q.,  a  Senator  in  our  State 
Legislature. 

3.  Abraham  Pri^kett,  Eeq.,  a  member  of  our  House 
of  Representatives. 

4.  Joseph  Conway,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  Superior 
Court 

5.  Doctor  Joseph  Bowers,  a  gentleman  of  the  first 
respectability,  and  highly  distinguished  for  his  profes- 
sional abilities. 

(^.'  Mr«  Robert  Pogue,  a  respectable  merchant  of  this 
place. 

7.  T.  W.  Smithy  Esq.,  with  whom  I  had  no  previ- 
ous acquaintance,  but  in  faror  of  whose  chsracter  I 
have  seen  the  most  flattering  and  pointed  testimonials 
from  members  of  Congress,  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  several  other  gentlemen  of  the  first 
lespectability  in  the  State  and  city  of  New  York. 

8.  Major  Robert  Latl^ant,  whom  I  had  .known  from 
ip&ncy  to,  manhood,  and  against  whoso  honor  I  had 
never  beard  the  slightest  insinuation ;  «nd 

9.  Myself. 

Reposing  that  confidence  in  a  board  composed  of 
those  gentlemen  which  their  individual  characters  did 
justify,  I  felt  myself  warranted  in  giving  it,  as  my 
opinion,  to  the  hohorable  Secretary  .of  the  Treasury, 
that  the  public  deposiles  could  be  as  safely  tonfided  to 
them  as  to  the  directors  of  any  other  institution  what- 
ever ;  and  I  jim  happy-  te  say  that  Mr.  Crawford,  who 
has  been  regularly  informed,  and  is  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  general  conduct  of  the, board,  has 
had  no  reason  to  believe  that  my  confidence  was  mis- 
placed. 

Te  say  nothingr  of  the  three  last  named  directors, 
whose  residence  among  us  is  of  more  recent  date,  the 
five  first  named,  who,  in  rby  absence,  constituted  five- 
eighths  of  the  board,  are  generally  and  well  kno^irn  ; 
and  I  basard  nothing  in  stating  that  there  is  not  one 
man  of  re'^pectability  in  this  State,  that  knows  them, 
who  will  deny  that  their  characters  forbid  the  belief 
that  they  could  so  far  degrade  themselves  as  to  become 
the  wicked  accomplices  or  willing  instruments  of'ef- 
lecting  the  fraudulent  designs,  that,  by  its  enemies, 
have  been  imputed  to  the  bank.  The  personal  inter- 
ests'of  the  directors  could  have  atforded  no.sueh  temp- 
tation ;  for  the  accommodation  that  any  of  them  have 


asked,  or  received,  has  been  very  moderate  ;  and  it  ii 
a  fact  that  the  PreeidenK  and  several  of  them,  have 
ntfver  yet  borrowed  a  cent  from  the  bank. 

As  to  General  Payne,  who  subsCI'ibml  for  a  greater 
amount  of  stock  than  any  other  individual,  aoui  whs 
has  been  «eo  frequently  alluded  to  in  the  poblicatioiis 
against  the  ban^  I  can  only  say  that  he  has  uniformly 
stated  to  me  that .  his  object  in  purchasing  the  stock 
was  to  set  apart  a  fund,  and  to  obtain  facilities  for  the 
payment  of  public  lands,  wUich  he  then  had  porchaaed, 
and  thereafter  intended  to  purchase;  and  as  for  as  I 
am  informed,  his  conduct  has  correspomled  with  hii 
professions ;  for,  while  he  has  recommended  the  ut- 
most coQtion  and  drcnmrfpection  in  the  mnnagemeot 
of  the  bank,  neither  he,  nor  any  of  his  connexions,  hai 
ever  obtained  a  loan  from  it. 

Hut,  whatever  may  have  bpen  the  objects  of  any  one 
or  more  gentlemen,  it  is  certain  that  the  bank  has  bcca 
managed  with  such  caution  and  discretion  that  I  an 
convinced  it  cduld  have  nothing  to  fear  from  a  oosi- 
parison  of  its  situation  with  that  of  any  other  bank  ii 
the  United  States ;  and  so  far  from  **  straggling,*'  ai 
yon  euppepe  it  to  he,  t'  in  the  last'  agonies  of  dtttk," 
I  pledge  my  honor  that  the  amount  of  specie  in  ito 
vaults  exceeds,  by  several  thousand  dollars,  twice  ike 
amonnt  of  its  notes  in  circnintioo ;  and  that  it  is  sUs 
to  pay,  at  a  moment'a  warning,  the  whole  nmonnt  it 
owes  thtf  Government ;  which  staiemeot  it  would  he 
folly  for  me  thus  publicly  to  make,  if  it  wen  not  true, 
because  I  well  know  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy 
possesses  the  means  of  detecting  and  exposing  any 
error  Which  it  might  contain. 

My  object^  however,  in  thia  nddresa,  is  wot  to  sup- 
port the  future  credit  of  the  bank,  but  naerely  to  show 
the  grounds  upon  which  my  recommendation  of  it  waa 
predicated )  its  present  condition ;  and  that  the  expec- 
tations which  I  authorixsd,  -have,  'to  te-,  bean  com- 
pletely fulfilled. 

For,  notwithstanding  I  do  verily  believe  that  nelrher 
the  Government,  nor  any  individaal,  la  in  danger  of 
being  intentionally  imposed  upon  by  the  bank, so  king 
as^t  continnes  under  the  control  of  its  present  direc- 
tors; yet,  intending  to  be  absent  from  4he  State;  and 
cQnaidering  the  disastrous-  pressure  of  the  pfcseat 
times;  the  hostility  .which  the  bank  has  lo  aneoonter; 
and  particularly  the  oppoeition  of 'gen tlamea  in  this 
State,  high  in  office,  who  have  been  extremely  anxioos 
to  get  other  banks  into  operation,  with  the  aid  of  ^  for^ 
eign  capital,"  as  it  is  termed,  I  have  d^erained  to 
reaign  my  seat  in  the  directory,  and  to  withdraw  from 
all  future  reaponaibility  of  any  kind  whatever,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  or .  any  other  bank»  without  making  any 
further  unsupported  effort  to  retain  any  portion  of  the 
public  deposiles  in  this  State-Cleaving  it  to  the^diiec- 
tors  to  maintain  their  credit  bf  their  own  good  cob- 
duct,  and  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry  lo  judge 
for  himself  upon  the  returns  he  raqnires  how  for  it 
may  be  prudent  to  trust  them* 

I  will  only  add,  that  in  the  support  which  I  htvs 
heretofore  given  to  the  Banks  of  Shawneetown  and  Ed- 
wardsville, I  have  been  whoUy  uninflaeneed  by  any 
motives  of  pecuniary  interest ;  and  that  i  oeTer  have 
applied  for  or  obtained  a  loan  from  either ;  nor  am  I 
under  any  kind  of  obligations  to  them. 

'    Very  respectfully,  I  am,  dkc.-,-dcc., 

NINIAN  EDWARDa 

EnwAEDSTixLx,  Sept.  13,  18J9. 

D. 
Tkbasurt  DxFJiairxsvT,  Ifoy  IS,  1824. 

In  answer  io  the  letter  of  the  Honorable  Mr.  FJojd 
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chairman  of  a  lelcct  eomraittfee  of  the  Hooie  of  Re|iro- 
•entativet,  of  the  Ist  .instant,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treastrry  has  the  honor  to  transmit  the  accompanying 
statement  from' the  Treasury,  showing  the  balances  at 
the  creOit  of  that  officer,  in  the  banks  mentioned  in  Mr* 
Floyd's  letter. 

By  this  statement,  it  appears  that  the  Branch  Bank 
«f  Kentucky,  at  Louisville,  oves  ndthing  to  the  Trea- 
sury; the  debt  lately  doe-  by  tbi^t  institutioil  having 
been  entirely  di^hargeO  in  Angnst  last« 

Of  the  present  condition  of  the  other  banks  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Floyd,  the  Secretary  is  not  sufficiently 
informed  to  ofier  any  opinion.  As  far,  however,  as 
relates  to  the  debts  due  by  them,  respectively)  to  the 
Tieasnry,  be  has  the  honor  to  state ; 

1.  That  the  debt  due  by  the  Planters  and  Mer^ 
tihaqts'  Bank,  at '^untsville,  is  considered*  safe,  and- is 
in  a  coarse  of  paymeht-r-having'  been  reduced,  since 
the  report  Made  by*  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on.  the  I4th  of  Febroary,  1832,  fiom*  $64,044  to  $4*,- 
467  11.  ' 

8.  That  the  debt  due  by  the  Bank  of  Missouri  is 
mlao  oobsidereil  safe,  having  been  eecured  in  a  manner 
ackpowledged  by  persons  competent  to  judge  oa  the 
sabject,  to  be  satittTactory ;  and,  moreover,  that  some 
portion  of  it  is  andtirstood  to  have  been^  already  paid 
to  the  agent. 

3.  That  the  debt  of  the  Bank  of  Vincennes  was 
heretofore  supposed  to  have  been  secured ;  bat,  that 
some  doubts  have  since  arisen,  both  as  to  the  validity 
and  tho  valoe  of  part  of  the  secarity ;  and  that«  al- 
thoogh  no  correet  opinion  can  Aow  be  formed*  on  the 
sabject,  there  is  resson  to  suppose  that  a  lois  wiM  be 
eventually  sustained  by  the  United  States.  To  what 
sxtont  this  may  be  the  case,  cannot  at  prosenl^be  esti« 
mated  :>  bat  measares  will  be  taken  to  goaru  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Treasury  as  far  a»  practicable. 

4.  That  the  Bank  of  Bdwardsvtile;  and  the  Fhrmers 
stid  Mechanics*  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  having  failed-  to 
make  srny  provision  by  security  or  otherwise,  for  the 
psynnntof  the  debts  dVie  by  them  to  the  United  Stetes, 
suite  have  been  inslitated  against  them.  In  these  cases, 
also,  some  loss  is  expected,  though  no  correct  opinion 
ean  now  he  formed  as  to  the  eitent. 

The*  Secretary  has  no  reason  to  apprehend  loss  from 
«Dy  other  bank  in  which  the  pubfi^  money  is  deppcited. 

The  Hon.  Johk  Plotd,  BTsq. 

Chairman  of  the  Select  ComrtUttee. 

Ba/aneu  at  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  <^  the  UnUed 
States,  in  the  following  banks^  May  d,  1834;     . 

Brandh  of  Kenftacky,  Loaisville       •        -      'Nons.* 
Plantenand  Merchants'  Bank,  HontovUle  $46,167  11 

Bank  of  Missouri 159,956  87 

BankofVincepnes         ....   168,511  64 
Bank  of  SdwiHsville  ^  -        -        •        -     46,978  00 

Fanners  and  Mechanics';  GiDcinnati       -     S0,818  01 

-■ 

f440,8a0,68 

THOMAS  T.  TICKER, 
^   TVeasurercf  the.  United  i^es. 

*  The  balanipe  wa^  $10,943  88,  which  was  drawn  for  by  bill  No. 
1846,  in  AuguM  1823,  anil  credited  Branch  of  the  United  States 
•ninJc,  Louisville,  same  uionilL 

E. 

TuAsiiBT  DxPAKTMSST,  MoTcH  SO,  1824. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  had  the  honor  to 
Meaiva  Ihs  lottar  addrsassd  to  him,  on  the  ISth  in- 


stant, by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Livingston,  on  behalf  of  «  se* 
lect  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

As  the  correspondence  with  Mr.  D.  B.  Mitchell,  to 
which  the  Committee  refers,  though  relating  partly  to 
ptfblic  ttansactions,  was  unoffitial ;  it  was  not  placed 
on  record  in  the  Treasury  Department.  And,  on  ex- 
amination, it  appears  that  only  two  of  tho  letters  io* 
duded  in  it  have  been  preserved.  These  are  Mr. 
Mitchell's  letters  of  the  19th  of  Febrqary^  and  28th  of 
April,  1818;  the  former  of  which  has  been  found  on 
the  filta  of  the  Department,  and  the  latter  among  the 
private  papers  of  the  Secretary.  They  are  both  trans- 
mitted herewith. 

To  explain  the  circnmatance  of  public  matters  beings 
introduced  into  an  unofficial  correspondence  between 
two  public  officers,  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  Mr. 
Mitchell)  having  been  Governor  of  Georgia,  and  hav* 
ing  for  many  years  taken  an  active  part  in  the  public 
aflhirs  of  that  State,  had  long  been  personally  weU 
known  to  the  Secretary ;  and  that  during  the  Secre- 
tary's residence  at  Washington,  thoogh  .his  own  duties 
left  him  but  little  leisure  for  private  correspondence, 
Mr.  Michell  had  been  in  the  h^bit  6f  writing  to  him 
freely  and  frequently ;  intfoducing  into  his  letters,  as  may 
naturally  be  supposed  from  the  fbrmer  and  actual  situa- 
tion of  the  parties,  a  variety  of  top4cs,  both  of  a  public 
and  local  character.  It  is,  also,  to  be  observed,  that  al- 
though Mr.  Mitchell,  as  Indian  agent,  was  not  preclu- 
ded -from  any  official  correspondence  with  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  yet,  as  it  was  the  War  Department  to 
which,  under  the  President,  he  was  officially  account- 
Able,  it  was  to  that  Department  that  his  communica- 
tions, in  (elation  t6  his  public  duties,  wore  properly  to 
be  addressed.  And  it  appears  by  a  poblicatiop,  which 
has  been-  sinee  made  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  that,  on  the  Sd 
and  iSth  of  February,  1818,  he  eommunicited  offici- 
ally to  the'Secretary  of  War,  the  same  information,' in 
substance,  respecting  his  cbn^ct  in  relatiu^  to  the 
AfsiQans,  as  vras  contained  in  his  private  letter  of  tha 
19th  of  February,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

An  examination  of  Mr.  Mitchelrs  letters,  of  the  19th 
of  February,  and  2!Bih  of  April,  will  show  that  they 
were  not  merely  unofficial,  but  iifi  part  af  least,  pri- 
vate and  confidential.  The  letter  of  the  85th  of  De- 
cember, 1817,  which  is  the  only  other  letter  of  Mr. 
Mitchell  required  by  the  committee,  is  believed  to  have 
been  of  the  same  character;  but  in  what  degree,  is  not 
now  recolleeted. 

Although  it  was  no  part  of  the  duty  of  the-.8eera« 
tary  of  tiM  Treasury  to  h^ve  taken  official  cognizance 
of  the  subject  of  Mr.  Mitcheirs  letter,  of  the  26th  of 
December,  even  if  the  letter  had  been  official,  yet  he 
submitted  it  to  the  President :  and,  as  the  circumstatt- 
ees  communicated  in  it  appeared  to  show  a  defect  in 
the  existing  laws  on  the  subject,  he  submitted  it,  als6, 
to  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  which  ^ad  becm  ap- 
pointed t/b  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  fur- 
ther provisions  by  law  for  preventing  the  introduction 
of  slaves.  Whether  the  letter  was  returned  to  <  the 
Secretary  by  that  committee,  or  what  disposition  was 
finally  made  of  it,  he  is  now  unable  to  state.  He  has 
written,  however,  to  Mr.  Roberts,  who  was  chairman 
of  that  committee,  for  such  information  as  he  can  fur- 
nish :  and  when  the  answer  is  received  It  shall  be  com- 
mnnicated  to  the  committee. 

The  additional  circumstances  disclosed  in  Mr.  Mitch- 
ell's letter  of  the  lilth  of  February,*  induced  the  Sec- 
retary to  submit  it  to  the  Attorney  General;  and 
while  it  was  before  him,  the  letter  of  the  Collector  of 
Darieo,  of  the  9th  of  March,  181^,  containing  his 
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official  report  of  th^  aeiznre  of  the  AfricaDs  wat  re* 
eeived,  aiid.wM  also  fubmitted  to  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral. Ae  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  re- 
comojended  that  the  caae  should  be  left  to  die  decision 
of  the  Coarta,  before  which  it  was  then  supposed  to 
be  pending,  die  Secretary  informed  Mr,  Mitchell  of 
the  fact ;  presuming .  that,  at  far  as  the  Secretary 
was  concerned,  the  affair  was  then  ierminated ;  «s, 
indeed,  it  soon  after  was,  by  the  delivery  of  the  Afri- 
cans to  the  Eiectttive  authority  of  Georgia.  As  this 
letter  was  written  in  answer  to  unofficial  letters,  i^nd, 
probably,  coAtained  allusions  to  fom?  Qf  the  private 
matters  noticed  in  those  letters,  it  was  not  n^ade  offi- 
cial ;  and,  consequently,  was  not  placed  on  the  rec- 
ords of  the  Treasury  Department.  Copies  of  unofficial 
letters  are  rarely  retained  by  the  Secretary  ;  and,  of 
this  letter,  none  was  tak^n. 

The  opinion!  of  the  Attorney ,  General,  however, 
was  filed  in  the  Department ;  a^d,  it  appears,  that 
with  itwers  filed  the  papers  upon  which  the  opinion 
was  founded*  viz :  Mr.  Mitcheirs  letter  of  the  19th 
of  February,  and  the  letter  of  thp  Collector  of  Darien 
of  the  Sth  ^  March. 

There  is  season  tq  believe  that  it  was  pwing  to  tl^e 
drcnDBsUnoe  of  these  papers  having  been  filed  with  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General|  that  the  letter  of  the 
Collector  of  Darien  wai  averlooked  when  the  papers 
were  collected  to  be  transmitted  under  4he  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  31st  of  De^ 
oember,  18194  It  will  be  seen  by  the  endonements 
made  on-  the  original .  resolution  [which  is  herewith 
tranamitted,]  by  the  Secsetaiy  and  Mr.  Jones,  the 
Chief  Clerk  of  the  Department,  that  the.  doty  of  col- 
letting  thp  papers  called  for  by  the  resolution  was 
aeeigned  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Chief  Cieik,  and  was 

gerformed  by  him.  And,  by  the  interlineation  in  his 
andfrriting  in  the  original  rough  dreught-of  the  Secre 
tary's  report,  under  Urat  resolution,  [which  is  here- 
with transmitted,]  it  will  be  seen  that  the  report  pass- 
ed through  hi^  hands  from  the  Secretary  to  the  House. 
From  the  lappa  of  time»  that  gentleman  is.  not  pow 
able  to  explain  why  the  jpoUector's  letter,  of  the  9th 
of  March,  was  not  transmitted  with  other  letters ;  but 
the'  probability  is,  that,  in  collecting  the  papers  re- 
qiured,  hit  examination  waa  confined  to  the  files  of 
the  several  collectors  and  offic^  of  the  customs*  with- 
out recollecting  that  this  letter  of  the  Collector,  and 
Mr.  Mitchell's  letter  of  the  19thjof  February,  had  been 
pnt  up  with  the  Attorney  Gen.eral's  opinion,  and  placed 
with  It  on  die  file  set  apart  for  that  officer's  commu- 
nicationa.  The  originals,  of  the  opinion  and  of  those 
papers,  with  the  endorsements  made  on  them  at  the 
lime,  are  now  tranamitted  in  the  same  state  as  that 
in  which  they  wove  filed  ;  and,  it  is  believed,  thai  their 
appearance  affi>rds  intrinsic  evidence  that  they  were  so 
fikd< 

The  papers  herewith  transmitted,  include  all  the 
correitpondence  in  the  possession  of  the  Secretary,  or 
in  the  Treasury  Department,  having  relation  to  the 
aubject  of  the  letters  required  by  the  committee^  not 
heretofore  communicated  to  the  House  of  Uepre- 
sentatives* 

It  has  been  insinuated  by  Mr.  Sdwarlds  that  these 
letters  were  withheld  by  the  Secretary,  in  violation  of 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  RepreaentaUfes  of  the 
3Ut  Deo^ber,  1819,  for  the  purpose  of  screening  Mr. 
Mitchell.  The  charge,  however,  is  contradicted  by 
the  facts ;  and  particular! v  by  the  facts  upon  which  it 
purports  to  be  founded.  The  letter  of  the  CoUeotor  ot 
Darien,  of  the  14th  of  March,  which  was  comoKini- 


cated  under  that  resolution,  and  to  which,  aa  well  as 
the  other  papers,  communicated  by  the  Seeretaty  on 
the  nth  of  January,  1820,  the  committee  is  respect- 
fully referred,  begins  thus :  **  I  had  the  honor  la  ad- 
dretfs  you  per  last  in  ail,  and  to  enclose  to  yon  papers 
respecting  forty-seven  African  negroes,  tsJEan  by  the 
Surveyor  of  Darien,  ^m  one  Jared  £.  Groca,  on  their 
way  to  the  Alabama  Territory,' through  the  Indian 
nation,  mad  forty-one  others  at  the  Cre^  agency,  froai 
the  negro  houses  of  the  agent  for. Indian  aJbtis." 
Hera,  then,  is  a  disclosure  of  the  very  fiu:!,  which,  if 
the  Secretary's  design  was  to  screen  Mr.  Mitchell,  it 
was  fatal  to  disclose,  viz :  that  a  large  numhei  of  Afti- 
cans,  who  had  been   illicitly  introduced,  had  been 
seized,  not  only  at  Mr.  Mitchell's  residence,  and  at  the 
seat  of  h»  authority,  but  in  his  own  negro  hoaeas.    It 
will  be  seen  by  the  committee,.  t|kat  the  Calleclor's 
letter  of  the  9th,  though  it  contains  the  detjaila  of  tbs 
seizure,  does  not  more  strongly  implicate  Mr.  Mitrhdl 
than  he  is  implicated,  lathis  discloeara.    Bat,  what- 
ever may  belhe  purport  and  bearing  of  the  latter  cf 
the  9ih,  that  letter  is  partiipularly  pointed  to  in  the  let- 
ter of  the  14th,  aa  containing  papers  respecting  the  isi- 
sure  of  those  negroes.    And,  if  there  had  baan  a  de^ 
sign  to  supprsas  the  letter  of  the  9th,  it  waa  neeesssiy 
to  its  success  that  this  zeferenee  to  a  lattnr  which 
would  have  defeated  the  design,  should  also  have  bcca 
suppressed*    But,  upon  what  principlea  that  govern 
human  conduct  can  the  design  of  favorgig  Mr.  Mitch- 
ell, at  the  expenee  even  of  honor  and  of  diiity,  bs  re- 
conciled with  the  suppression  of  papers  tliat  tsaded  ta 
his  justification  1     For  it  will  be  seen  by  the  cemmit- 
tee  that  Mr.  Mitchell's  letters,  which  the  Secrslary 
has  been  charged  with  concealing  and  withhoUiag, 
represent  hia  conduct  in  the  transaction  rafanad  Is  ss 
that  of  a.  vigilant,  intelligent,  andfiuthfol  pnblic.oificer. 
And,  it  is  believed  that,  if  the  guilt  or  innooanoeof  Mr. 
Mitchell  were  to  be  determined  on  no  othat  gvouads 
than  those  affi>rded  by  th^  connn.unicaiiona  mads  to 
the  Secretary  b^  the  Collector  of.  Daiien  and  hinsah*, 
all  of  which  (with  the  exception  of  the  latter  af  the 
25th  of  December)  are  pow  befiiraitha  oonaniittee,Hr. 
Mitqhell  would  be  free  from  suspicion.     8o  fin,  then, 
from  having  been  improperly  influenced  by  any  ssa- 
timent  of  partiality  towards  Mr.  l^itchall,  in  withhold- 
ing these  paJMTS,  it  is  believed  that  if  .any  amr  hss 
been  committed  by  the  Secretary  in  relation  to  them, 
it  is  on  the  otl^er  side.    If,  on  the  one  hand,  .the  let- 
ters of  the  Collector  inculpate  Mr.  Mitchell,  so,  on  the 
other  hand,  his  own  letters  justify  him;  and,  though 
one  letter  of  the  CoHeotor  was  omitted  to  ha  aommu- 
nicated  to  thd  House,  yat,  on  the  other  b*nd,  aU  the 
letters  of  Mr. -Mitchell  were  omitted.    So  thai,  av  far 
aa  Mr.  Mitchell  was  odncerned,  the  charge  was  pre- 
sented without  the  justification. 
•  It  is  believed  that^  while  the  cirenmstancas  atalad  in 
this  oommunicatioa  explain  satisiactafily  th»  rsaakos 
why  the  correspondence  referred  to  by  the  oommiuet 
wat  not  laid  before  the  House,  under  the  raaotutioo  of 
the  31st  December,  1819,  it  is  demonstrated  by  tfat 
communications  made  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Prssi* 
dent,  to  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  to  the  Attorney 
General,  and  to  the  House  itselif  t^kat  there  has  been 
no  wish  nor  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  to 
withhold  from  the  proper  authorities  any  iofiMmaiion, 
whether  made  known  to  him  officially  or  unofficiallji 
of  the  violation  of  the  law,  in  the  case  alluded  to,  or  of 
Mr.  Mitchell'a  conduct  in  the  transaction. 

P. 
Thomas  F.  Riddiak,  Piasidaiit  ci  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
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Jmmr  of  the  Secrttarp  of  th$  Tnoiury, 


£[#  o#  R* 


floan,  haviog  be«n  called -oo  by  tlM-eoHiiniitee  of  in* 
▼mtifmtion,  on  the  Addrees  of  Ninian  Edwards,  to 
atato  whether  or  not  h  »  known  to  him  that  the  sufai 
ttf  9138>179,  paid  by  the  Bank  of  Missouri  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States^  in  biHe  of  certain  banka, 
was  received  by  the  bank  on  pablic  aocoant,  prior  to 
the  arrangement  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trees* 
nry  with  said  bank,  by  which  the  bank  became  bound 
to  pay  in  epede  or  its  eqoindent— 

Answers :  That  it  is  known  to  him  that  the  bank 
did  receiTe  all  the  notes  transferred'  by  said  bank  to 
the  Treasury,  amountiuf  to  $138,179,  from  the  sev- 
eral receiTers  of  pablic  moneys,  prior  to  the  0th  of 
August,  1810,  the  day  when  the  bank  became,  far  the 
first  time,  bound  to  pay  cash  for  all  depopfites  on  public 
account,  made  after  that  date. 

Thomas  F.  Riddiek^  further  sutes,  that  he  was 
elected  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  Miseouri  whto  the 
bank  first  commenced  its  operktions,  and  haf  con- 
tinued, until  this  day,  either  as  director  or  president ; 
that  he  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  the  direc- 
tion of  said  banit ;  and  that  all  its  affairs  and  business 
baa  passed  under  his  immediate  inspection ;  that  the 
paper  marked  E,  acoompanying  Mr.  EdWards's  .Ad- 
dress, is  a  copy  from  a  memorandum  kept  by  John 
Datea,  former  cashier,  in  his  lifotime,  for  the  'purpose 
of  showing  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the 
amount  received  by  the  bank  in  fhnds  at  par,  and  the 
amount  received  in  notes  under  par,  that,  on  final  set- 
tlement, the  bank  might  pay  in  kiAd,  according  to  its 
receipts.  ' 

That  the  Bank  df  Missouri  did  transfer,  in  Eastern 
funds,  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statee  and  its  brandi- 
ee^  near  $450,000 ;  whidi  funds  Wf  re  worth  four  per 
cent.'  premium  to  the  bank ;  and  he  believe  that  the 
]mee  of  good  bills  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  was  at  that 
time  four  per  cent,  and  upwards — a  part  of  the  time 
as  high  as  sit  ^  These  funds  were  transferred,  on 
drafts  Issued  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  use  of  the  Treasury. 

He  further  states,  that  a  part  of  the  balance  due  by 
the  Bank  of  Missouri  to  the  United  States  has  already 
been  paid,  and  that  the  remainder  is  in  a  course  of 
payment;  and  he  verily  believee  theniltimate  payment 
to  be  Well  secur^. 

THOMAS  P.  RIDDICK. 

4 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me.  May  24,  181M. 

DANIEL  RAPINI^ 
^  Justice  of  tke  Peace. 

ANSWER 

0/  the  Secretary  of'tTie  TVeaeury  to  the  Address  of 

Mnian  Edwards. 

TnaASUBX  DspAaTMsirT^  May  8, 1824. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  had  the  honor  te 
receive  the  letlsrof  the  honorable  Mr.  Floyd,  chairinan 
of  a  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Representativas, 
dated  on  the  28th  ultimo,  transmitting  the  **  Addrees 
of  Ninian  Edwards,^'  and  eipressing  the  readiness  of 
the  committee  to  receive  any  communication  which 
the  Secretary  may  think  proper  to  make,  in  reference 
to  the  same,  and  he  irow  submits  the  following  remarks 
in  answer  to  the  accusations  contained  in  that  address : 

But,  before  he  enters  upon  an  examination  of  the 
subject  of  the  *'  addrsss,"  he  thinks  it  due  to  himself 
to  disclaim  the  imputation  of  having  taken  advantage 


former  select  committee  of  the  House.  As  the  Secre- 
tary had  no  reooHection  of  the  communication  to 
which  that  testimony  referred,  and  as  they  were  not 
on  record  in  the  Treasury  Department,  be  considered 
himself  bound  to  state  the  &ct;  and  the  occasion 
which  was  presented  by  the  transmission  to  the  House 
of  other  paper  relating  to  the  same  subject,  appeared 
a  suitable  one  for  making  the  statement.  The  terme 
in  which  it  was  made,  will  show  that  >no  disrespect 
toward  Mr.  Edwards  was  intendedx  Attd»  if  the  ocea* 
slon  was  not  earlier  presented,  the  delay,  so  far  from 
being  caused  or  sought  by  the  Secretary,  was  produced 
by  ctrcumstancee  beyond  his  control.  For  reasona 
stated  to  the  House  at  the  last  session,  the  papaiv 
could  not  then  be  transmitted ;  and,  although  consid* 
arable  exertion  was  usad,  it  was  not  until  Uie  day  oa 
which  they  were  sent  to  the  House,  that  the  prepara* 
tion  of  tbem  Was  completed.  - 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary,  in  this  cpmmanlcatien, 
te  recapitulate  the  injurious  allegatioas  contained  in 
the  *<  Address."  The  lateness  of  the  session  requirea 
despatch  ;  and  this  AMwer  shall  be  brief  and  explicits 

The  first  charge  to  be  noticed  relates  to  two  leltam 
which  Mr.  Edwards,  in  his  testimony  before  the  comr 
mitt^,  on  the  13th  of  February,  18S3,  had  stated  to 
hate  passed  between  the  Receiver  of  Publii;^  Moneys 
at  Edwardsville,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury** 
and  which,  not  having  been  conunnnicatad  to  ^e 
House  under  the  lesoluUdns  of  the  0th  January,  18SS^ 
and  18th  March,  183S,  agreeablr  to  .Mr.  Edwards's 
alleged  expectation,  and  which  the  Secretary  having 
stated  to  be  neither  en  file  nor  dn  record  in  the  Depart 
ment,  nor  to  be  recollected  by  himself  or  his  ofltorsy 
he  is  accused  of  hairing  suppressed  er  denied. 

As  the  resolatidns  under  which  it  is  alleged  thai 
these  letters  shoald  have  been  communicated, call  only 
for  the  coirespondence  between  certain  **  banks"  and 
the  Secretary,  it  is  unnecessary  to  explain  why,  among 
the  letters  which  were  commilnioated,  any  correspon* 
dance  between  a  '*  Receiver"  and  the  Secretary  was 
not4o  be  found. .  Nor  is  it  easy  to  imagine  how  any 
one,  infbffmed  of  the  tenor  of  thioae  resolutiensy  should 
have  entertained  the  expectation  of  aeeing  the  letters 
in  question  among  the  papers  which  were  transmitted. 

The  blameof not  having  communicated  these  sup* 
posed  letter*,  having  been  thus  easily  removed,  by  ra*> 
forring  te  the  terms  of  the  resolutions  thesMeLveSk 
which  show  that  no  such  letters  were  called  for,  the 
next  queation  u,  whether  such  letters  ever  passed  be- 
tween the  partiea.* 

In  the  absence  of  all  direct  testimotty  in  support  ef 
bis  assertion,  Mr.  Edwards  has  resorted  to  probabili- 
ties, and  has  endeavored  to  infer  a  confirmation  or  ceiw 
roboration  in  iu  favor,  from  drcumstancas  that  are 
susceptible  of  no  such  interpretation.  That  which  be 
chiefly  relies  upon  is  the  omission  of  the  Receiver  at 
EdwardsviHe  to  make  hie  depoeites  in  the  Edwsidsville 
bank,  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1810,  whioh^  he  states^ 
was  in  consequence  of  his  publication  and>  advice; 
and,  he  asks  whether  it  ie  te  be  believed  that  the  Re- 
ceiver would  have  withheld  the  depositee,  contrary  to 
the  Secretary's  orders,  without  giving  him  a  reason ; 
and  whether,  if  he  had  done  so,  the  Secretary  would 
not  have  called  him  to  aooeunt. 


*  Two  facts  mu8i  have  occurred;  if  tnese  communications  were 
made,  to  account  for  il)e  letter  or  the  Receiver  not  being  on  Mb, 
and  for  the  Secretary's  answer  not  being  on  record,  or  amon^  the 


of  th<i  inAm«nt  of  Mr  1!*«lavapi)a'a  fliiMBrtttrA  to  arrain     rough  draugbts :  1ft.  Thatthe  letter  itself  haa  been  lost;  2d.  fbat 
oi  tne  moment  or  Mr^dwsrds  s  aepariure  lo  awaign    ^y^\^^^„  ^^  ^^^    Thougiiihe  concurrence  of  these  t^o 

the  teetimony  which 4md  been  given  by  him  before  a.  facts  is  possible,  it  is  highly  improbable. 
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The  meiDB  exist,  in  the  monthly  retnrne  of  the  Re- 
ceiver,  and  the  oorreepondence  between  him  and  the 
deeretary,  on  record  in  the  Department^  by  the  aid  of 
which  thia  may  be  inTectigated.  Copfea  of  these  pa* 
pars  are  herewith  transmitted. 

By  these  it  will  be  seen  that  the  first  instroctiona 
given  to  the  Receiver  to  make  his  deposites  in  the  Bank 
of  Edwardsvitle,  were  of  the  21st  December,  1818; 
that,  in  pursnance  of  these  instructions,  he  made  his 
tot  deposite  in  that  bank  on  the  28th  February,  1819 ; 
oif  $12,000,  at  which  time  he  retained  in  his  posses- 
aion  a  balance  of  $20,092.  On  the  aist  of  March,  he 
deposited  $4,600,  and  reUined  a  balance  of  $18,600. 
On  the  aOth  April,,  be  deposited  $6,861,  and  retained 
$19,168.  In  May,  he  made  no  deposite,  and  in  June, 
only  $8,179,  retaining  $19,143;  and  from  that  time 
<o  the  30th  December,  he  made  no  deposite.  Whence, 
it  appears,  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  sum  in 
Jnnet  amaonnting  to  less  than  ene-third  of  the  money 
then  on  hand,  he  made  no  deposite  between  the  last 
•f  lyytW  and  the  last  of  December,  a  period  of  eight 
months ;  during  which  he-  retainid  an  increaaing  bal- 
ance of  from  $20,000  to  $66,000;  and  (hat,  iBYen  on 
the  last  of  December,  he  did  not  pay  over,  by  about 
$10,000,  all  the  money  then  in  his  possession. 

Instead  of  a  withholding  of  the  deposiles^  in  the 
Iburth  quarter  of  the  year,  here  is  a  retention  of  tbemt 
with  the  exception  before  noticed,  for  eight  months. 
It  was  scarcely  contended  that  all  these  omissions  of 
dnty  were  the  result  of  the  advice  given  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards to  the  Receiver,  to  withhold  the  dep^siter,  until 
he  could  receive  the  Secretary's  instructions.  On. the 
contrary,  it  will  be  shown,  by  the  correspondence,  as 
fu  as  it  is  susceptible  of  being  thown,  negatively,  that 
BO  part  of  these  moneys  was  withheld  from  deposite 
vpon  that  pretext. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  at  about  which  time  the  Re* 
oeiver's  monthly  return,  for  Jane,  was  received,  the 
Secretary  wrote  to  the  Receiver  to  know  why  he  re* 
(aiaed  the  public  moneys  in  his  hands,  contrary  to  his 
inatruetions,  and  informing  him  that,  as  there  was  a 
bank  4t'  his  place  of  residence,  diere  could  be  no  ex* 
cnse  for  his  doing  so. 

On  the  18th  September,  (see  No.  20,  )  Mrs.  Ste- 
phenson,.the  wifo  of  the  Receiver,  answered  this  let* 
ler,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  her  husband, 
and  informed  the  Secretary  that,  from  what  she  had 
heard  in  conversation  betwee;i  the  Receiver  and  others, 
she  believed  he  had  retained  the  money  to  meet  the 
drafts  of  certain  public  agents  in  thnt  country,  which 
the  Secretary  had  authorized  him  to  purchase.  And 
It  is  to  be  observed,  that,  though  this  was  the  *<  Fall  of 
1819,"  Mrs.  dtephenson  said  nothing  of  Mr.  Ed* 
wards's  publication  or  advice.  , 
'  On  th\B  first  of  Norember,  (see  No.  23,)  the  Secre* 
taiy  wrote  again  to  the  Receiver,  complaining  of  the 
continued  detention  of  the  public  money  in  his  hands, 
which  he  presumed  had  been  the  result  of  his  letter  of 
the  9th  of  April,  (see  No.  17,)  and  directed  that,  im* 
mediately  on  receipt  of  this,  letter,  he  will  pay  into 
bank  the  whole  of  the  public  money  in  his  possession 
on  the  80th  instant,  and  further  instructing  him  not 
to  consider  the  letter  of  the  9th  of  April  as  authorniog 
him  to  retain  the  public  money  in  hia  hands  at  the  end 
of  each  month.  Here  it  appears  that,  so  for  from  at* 
tributing  the  withholding  of  the  deposites  to  the  cause 
alleged  by  Mr.  Edwards,  the  Secretary  attributes  it  to 
the  cause  sssigncd  by  Mrs.  Stephenson  in  her  letter 
of  the  18th  September.  And  it  is  worthy  of  remark, 
that  this  is  the  last  letter  on  record,  from  the  Secretae 


ry  to  the  Receiver,  in  relation  to  the  depositee,  in  the 
year  1819 ;  and  that  this  was  the  last  letter  written  to 
him  on  that  subject  in  that  year  will  appear  by  «  refer- 
ence made  to  it  in  a  letter  from  the  Secreiaiy  to  the 
Receiver,  of  the  20th  of  April,  1820,  Oee  No.  26,) 
which  is  more  particularly  noticed  hereafter* 

On  the  28th  October,  (see  No.  22»)  the  Receiver, 
who  had  then  returned  home,  wrote  to  the  Secretary, 
acknowledging  tlie  receipt  oif  a  letter  of  the  2iBt  ef 
September,  (see  No*  31,)  with  a  new  form  of  an  ac- 
count current. 

On  the  6th  of  November,  (see  No.  24.)  the  Receiver 
wrot^  to  the  Secretary,  encloaing  a  draft,  which  he  had 
purchased,  tranamiued  his  monthly  return  for  October, 
and  noticing  a  small  error  in  his  account  for  August 

On'  the  16th  of  November,  (see  Nob  2fi,)  he  again 
wrote  to  the  Secretary,  enclosing  the  second  of  tht 
draft  .which  he  had  transmitted  on  the  6tli,  But  in 
all  this  time  there  w«s  no  allusion  to  Mr.  Bdwaids't 
publication  and  advice,  although  «*  the  Fall  of  1819" 
was  now  nearly  gone. 

At  last,  on  the  3Ut  of  December,  (sbe  No.  12,)  ths 
Receiver  made  a  d^Mshe  in  bank;  in  conse^oeac^  it 
is  fairly  »to  be  inferred^  of  the  peremptory  order  of  tks 
Secretary  pf  the  1st  November,  andinconaequeoce  oi 
that  only. 

That  Mr.  Edwarda's  publicationi  and  advice  wets 
not  the  cause  of  the  retention  of  the  money  by  the 
Receiver  before  the  18th  of  September,  is  msjuleit 
from  Mrs.  Stephenson's  letter  of  that  dete. 

That  no  such  cante  of  retention  existed,  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  Secretary,  hefore  the  let  of  Novem- 
ber, is  manifost  frc^-hia  letter  of  that  4ate.  If  the 
Receiver  bad,  at  any  time  between  the  dele  of  his 
wife's  letter  and  of  his  own  letter  of  the  1 6th  Novem* 
ber,  made  the  eomdiunication  alleged  by  Mr.  Edward 
it  is  to  be  presumed'  that  he  would,  in  wamL^b  maoBer 
or  other,  have  alluded  to  it  in  that  letter,  or  in  the 
previous  one  of  the  6th  of  November.  He  must  ksve 
discovered,  on  his  return  from  Kentucky,  that  the 
Secretary  was  dissatisfied  with  him  for.  vetuining  the 
public  money  ii^  hi^  heads.  He  nuist  hiv^  beau  aivara 
that  every  aubsequeat  return  which  he  transmitted  to 
the  Treasury,  as  it  exhibited  aa  -increasing  baiaace, 
and  as  it  showed  that  he  had  made  -no  depoaitei  in 
bank,  wwald  aggravate  the  Secretary's  dieaatasfoccion. 
Under  such  circumstances,  what  would  be  so  nslanl 
for  him,  when  he  had  occasion  to  write  to  the  Secre- 
tary, as  to  make  some  allusion  to  the  eommuaieation 
which  explained  the  reason  of  his  apparent  disobe- 
dience, and  to  the  instructions  which  He  had  expected 
in  answer,  for  the  government  of  hia  eeadoet  iu  that 
important  particular  ?  The  preeumption  i%  that  if 
such  a  justification  of  his  conduct  as  is  now  pretended 
had  existed,  he  would  withbut  doubt  have  assigned  it ; 
but,  instead  of  doing  so,  he  ooateated  himaelf  with 
the  exeuse  nude  by  Mrs.  Slephcnaon.  Therefore  hs 
was  silent  on  the  subject.  He  waited  the  result  of  her 
letter.  That  he  received  in  December ;  and,  aeeerd- 
ingly,  in  December  it  is  found  that,  in  partial  compli- 
ance with  the  peremptory  order  contained  in  the  Sec- 
retary's auswer  to  his  wife's  letter,  he  made  a  depoaite 
in  bank. 

That  no  other  letter  waa  written  to  him  oa  ths 
subject  of  his  deposites,  after  that  of  the  1st  ef  No- 
vember, is  to  be  iaferred  from  the  tenor  of  the  Hecre- 
Ury's  letter  of  the  20th  April,  182a,  which  was  pio- 
duced  by  his  renewed  remissness.  This  letter  begin 
thus: 

**  On  the  l^rst  of  November  last^au  were  instmcted 
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to  pay  into  bank  the  whole  of  the  money  in  your 
hande  on  the  30th  of  that  month,  and  not  to  retain 
the  public  money  in  year  handa  at  the*  end  of  each 
month.  By  referring  to  your  monthly  returns  for  the 
months  oif  December,  January,  and  Febiusry,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  instruction  has  not  been  complied  with — 
a  sum  exceeding  $10,00<H  upon  an  average,  having 
been  retained  by, you  during  those  months.  As  the 
bank  in  which  y<Mir  depoeitea  have  been  directed  to 
be  made,,  is  established  in  the  place  in  which  your 
office  is  kept,  the  retention  of  the*  money,,  or  any  part 
of  it*  one  day  beyond  the  expiration  of  the  m^nth,  is 
without  any  apparent  excuse."  Aller  again  repeat^ 
ing  the  directi|ns  for  him  to  deposite,  and  remarking 
upon  some  irregularity  in  his  returns,  the  Secretary 
concludes  thus :  ^  It  is  expected  that  all  regulations 
addressed  to  public  officers  will  be  promptly  complied 
with;  and  that,  wl^ep,  from  any  circttmstanee,  this 
should  be  found  impracticable,  the  cause  of  non-com- 
pliance shall  be  oommunicated  without  delay."    . 

If  any  instruction  in  relation  to  his  depositee  had 
been  given  lo  the  Receiver,  since  the  order  of  the  1st 
of  November,  that  order  would  scarcely  have  been  re- 
ferred to  alone.  And,  if  any  excuse  or  >explanatioa 
had  been  received  by  the  Secretaiy,  subsequent  to  the 
1st  of  November,,  such  as  would  have  been  afforded 
by  Mr.  £dwards*s  publication  and  advice,  the  order  of 
the  1st  pf  November  would  ^not'  have  been  repeated 
and  renewed  asaii  order  unsatisfied  and  unanswered. 
The  style  and  manner  of  thjs  letter  of  April  20  indi- 
cate not  only  that/ neglect  had  occnrred,  but  that  no 
explanation  had  been  offered  ibr  th^  neglect.  The 
Keceiver's  answer  confirms  thia  conclusion.  The  Re- 
ceiver had  found,  by  the  letter  Of  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber^ that*  so  far,  the  excuse  offered  by  Hrs.  Steph^n^ 
son  of  retaining  money  to  meet  the  Indian  payments, 
had  been  admitted.  B«t^  when,  in  th^  month  of 
April  following,  he  was  called  upon  to  account  for  his 
subsequent  omissions  of  duty,  omissions  for  which 
that  excuse  would  no  longer  avails  would  he  not,  in 
JQstification  of  himself»^have,  naturally  referred  to  any 
and  every  letter  that  he  ha^  written  on  the  subject ; 
and  if,  in  any  such  letter^.he  had  made  a  c^mmnoica*' 
tbn  of  the  kind  alleged' by  Mr.  £dwards,  wo«kl  he 
not,  on  this  occasion,  have  made  some  allusion  to  it  1 
AH  these  circumstances,  corroborating  each  other 
so  iully«  are  not  only  irreconcilable,  with  the  inferenoe 
which  -Mr.  Edwards  draws  from  the  withholding  of 
the  depoeites  by  th^  Receiver,  but^they  lead  inevitabi^ 
to  the  conclusion,  that  the  alleged  communication  of 
his  publication  and  adyice,  as  a  reason  ibr  withhold- 
ing the  depoeites,  was  never  made  to,  or  received  by, 
the  Secretary,  and  that  no  such  letter,  as  he  allegee 
to  have  been  wxitfen  by  the  Secretary,  was  ever  writ- 
ten in  consequence  of  any  such  communication. 

There  is,  however,  other  testim&ny  furnished  by  the 
Receiver  and  Mr.  Edwaj^ds  themselves,  which  con- 
firms this  conclusion. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  stated,  on  oaUi,  that  he  made  the 
publication,' and  had  it  specially  communicated  U>  the 
Secretary  by  the  Receiver,  for  the  purpose  of  apprizing 
the  Secretary  of  his  intention  to  withdraw  from  the 
bank,  and  his  determination  to  relieve  himself  from  ail 
responsibility  in  regard  to  it,  leaving  the  Secretary  to 
judge  for  himself  firom  the  returns,  which  he  required 
it  tu  make,  of  the  propriety  of  continuing  it  a  depo«i- 
tory  of  public  money  ;  that,  *'  according  to  the  pledge 
which  he  had  given  in  his  publication,  he  resigned  his 
seat  as. a  director.  And,  though  he  was  once  elected 
to  the  same  station  since  that  time,  he  refused  to  ao- 
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cept  it,  nor  hae  hn  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  man- 
agement of  the  bank,  since  the  Fall  of  the  year  1819." 

Yet,  in  the  following  Winter,  Mr.  Edwards  is  found 
presentipg  himself  to  the  Secretary^  not  only  in  the 
character  of  a  director  of  the  bank,  but  of  a  dtreetor, 
specially  delegated  and  authoriaed  by  the  bank  to  con- 
clude an  important  arrangement  with  the  Secretary, 
in  respect  to  the  terme  on  which  the  bank  was.to  con- 
tinue a  depository  of  public  money.  By  the  printed 
Sapors  accompanying  the  Secretary's  report  to  the 
touse,  of  the  37th  of  April,  ^823,  it  appears  that,  en 
the  16th  of  February,  182a,  Mr.  Edwfirds  being  then 
in  Washington,  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  a  letter 
from  the  bank  to^  the  Secretary,  signed  by  this  very 
Receiver  as  President, of  the  bank,  containing  a  list  of 
the  directors,  •  for  the  year  1820,  in  which  Mr.  Ed- 
wards's name  is  included  ;  that,  at  the  same  time,  he 
also  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  a  letter  from  the 
bank,  signed  by  the  same  Mr.  Stephenson,  informing 
the  SecreUry  that  Mr.  Edwards,." one of^ the  directors 
of  the  institution"  it  authorised  to  suggest  certain 
modifications  of  the  contract  between  the  Secretary 
and  the  bank,  and  to  conclude  soeh  arrangements 
as  he  may  deem  apcBptable,  **  which  will  l^e  -consid* 
ered  obligatory ;"  and  ho  likewise  tranemitted,  at  the 
same  time,  a  letter  from  the  bank  addressed  to  him- 
self, signed  aleo  by  Mr.  Stephenson,  stating  to  him  at 
large  the  chapges  desired  by  the  bank,  and  the  reasons 
therefor. 

Is  this  compatible  with  the  impressions  which  the 
statement,  contained  in  his  testimony,  is  calculated  to 
produce  1  If  he  had  ceased  to  be  a  director,  and  pub- 
licly lyithdrawn  from  all  concern  in  the  management 
of  the  bank,  in  <'the  Fall  of  18l9,"  how  was  it  that 
Mr.  Stephenson,  the  Receiver,  the  President  of  the 
Bank,  who.  as  well  from  his  official  situation  as  from 
**the  known  friendship  and  intimacy"  (Address,  page 
14)  which  Mr.  Edwards  has  stated  to  have  subsisted 
between  them,  may  be  supposed  to  have  known  some^ 
thing  of  his  conduct  and  views  in  regard  to  the  bank, 
should,  so  soon  af^er  Mr.  Edwards's  publip  withdrawal, 
have,  written  to  him,  and  constituted  him,  in  his  char* 
«cter  of  director)  the  representative  of  the  bank,  in  a 
negotiation  with  the  Secretary — ^tbat  Secretary  whom 
Mr.  Edwaurds  was  so  anxious  to  satisfy  of  hi*  having 
no  connexion  with  the  banki  Alid,  finally,  bow 
could  he,  if  such  had  been  the  fact,  communicate  to 
the  Secretary,  wilhoiit  explanation",  all  these  papers, 
which  were  totally  at  variance  with  id  If  he  ha4 
supposed  the  Secretary  to  have  beeir  informed,  at  the 
time  of  his  having  withdrawn  firom  the  bank,  ip  1819, 
would  he  not  also  have  supposed  that  the  SecreUry 
would  be  at  eome  lo«s,  on  receiving  these  pepers,  lo 
understand  what  was  Mr.  Edwards's  actual  relation- 
ship to  the  bank  1  If  he  had  not  wished  to  be  oon- 
sidered,  by  the  SecreUry,  as  a  director  and  agent  of 
the  bank,  which  the  papers  purported,  would  he  nol» 
in  seme  way,  have  given  him  to  understand  that  he 
was  not  so  1  Instead  of  doing  thisj  in  his  letter  to  the 
Secretary,  accompanying  the  papers,  he  referred  to 
them  as  fully  explanatory  of  their  object,  and  thereby 
gave  his  assent  to  their  conUnto. 

Evidence  mighr^  indeed,  be  more  positive;  but, 
taking  all  these  circnmsUnces  in  connexion  with  each 
other,  it  it  doubtful  whether  any  negative  evidence 
could'  more  satisfectorily  csublish  the  conviction,  in 
any  candid  mind,  that  no  such  communications,  as 
Mr.  Edwards  has  alleged,  ever  passed  between  the 
Secretary  and  the  Receiver. 

Mr.  Edwards  claims  to  have  found  a  further  con« 
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flnnation  on  the  Receiver's  letter  having  been  written 
and  received  by  the  Secretary,  in  the  expreetioos  used 
by  the  Secretary  in  speaking  of  the  letter  alleged  to 
have  been  written  to  bim  by  Uie  Receiver.  Thife  idea, 
however,  ie  groondlese.  There  ia  no  real  difference 
in  the  meaning  of  the  words  employed  by  the  Secre- 
tary and  those  of  Mr.  Edwards,  in  relation  to  the  let* 
tar.  If  the  Receiver  had  discontinued  the  depositee, 
Ibr  reasons  stated  by  him  to'the  Secretary)  (as  Mr/E. 
allege^,)  and  if  he  had,  in  consequence,  received  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary,  directing  him  to  contihue 
the  depoeitea,  (as  Mr.  £.  also  alleges,}  such  a  letter, 
whatever  might  have  been  its  form,  was,  in  Act,  an 
answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Receiver.  The  denial  of 
the  Secretary  that  any  such  answer  was  recollected, 
or  was  on  record,  so  far  from  being  evaeive,  was  di- 
rect and  explicit,  and  covers,  as  was  intended,  the 
whole  ground  presented  in  the  charge. 

But  this  charge,  contradicted,  as  it  is,  by  all  the 
facts  which  have  been  adduced  in  the  case,  is  also 
rendered  mofe  improbable  by  the  want  of  any  assign- 
able motive  for  the  Secretary's  alleged  conduct  on  the 
subject  What  object  had  he  to  serve  by  continuing 
the  depositee  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  if  he  had 
received  any  communicatione  which  stBthorized  the 
opinioB  that  they  werr  insecure  in  that  biank  ?  Mr. 
Edwards  has  charged  him  with  an  improper  partiality 
for  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  yet  it  was  that  bank  from 
which  the  depositee  were  uken,  to  be  placed  in  the 
Bank  of  Edwardsville;  and  it  was  to  that  bank  that 
they  must  have  been  restored,  if  tbey  were  withdrawn 
from  the  Bank  of  Edwardsviiie.  There  was  no  other 
bank  within  reach.  If  the  charge  of  favoritism  to- 
wards the  Bank  of  Missouri  were  well  founded,  the 
SecreUry  would  have  readily  availed  himself  of  the 
pretext  furnished  by  the  alleged  communication  of 
the  Receiver,  for  reetortng  the  deposite  to  that  bank. 

The  instructions  given  to  the  Receiver  at  Kaskas- 
kia,  to  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  so  for  from 
confirming  the  allegation,  that  a  letter  from  the  Re- 
ceiver at  Edwardsville,  enclosing  the  publication  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  had  been  received  by  the  SecreUr]^  lead 
to  a  contrary  conclusion.  The  correspondence  with 
that  Receiver,  at  the  period  in  question,  is  herewith 
trantoitted.  It  appears  that,  on  the  18th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1819,  this  Receiver  wrote  to  the  Secretary,  en- 
closing his  account  curreltt  for  the  month  of  August 
preceding;  and,  ae  there  appeared,  by  that  account,  a 
large  balance  of  public  money  ih  his  hands,  amount- 
ing to  about  $30,000,  he  seems  to  have  considered  it 
necesBsry  to  explain  the  cause.  His  explanation  was 
the  -same  as  that  offered  by  Mrs.  Stephenson,  for  a 
Hke  retention  of  money,  to  meet  the  Indian  payments; 
and,  in  this  case,  as  in  the  other,  not  any  publication 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  or  any  circumstance  affecting  the 
character  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  whi<di,  if  such 
had  existed,  he  was  bound  by  the  Secretary's  instruc- 
tions to  communicate.  It  was  known  to  the  Secretary 
that  it  was  not  so  convenient  for  this  Receiver  to  de- 
posite at  Edwardsville,  between  which  place  and  Kas- 
kaskia  there  was  very  little  communication,  as  ^at  St. 
Louis,  with  which  there  was  frequent  intercourae. 
In  the  next  letter  written  to  this  Receiver  by  the  Sec- 
retary, which  was  on  the  1st  of  November,  1819,  the 
Secretary  without  alluding  to  any  publi^tion  of  Mr. 
Edwards,  or  any  letter  from  the  Receiver  at  Edwards- 
ville, which,  if  any  had  been  known  to  him  would 
.naturally  have  been  alluded  to  on  such  an  occasion, 
directed  the  Receiver  at  Kaskaskia  to  deposite  in  the 
Bank  of  Bdwdirdsville  all  the  money  in  his  poMossion, 


at  the  close  of  the  month,  and  afterwards  to  depesiie 
in.  the  Bank  of  Missouri.  The  Receiver  did  not  make 
this  deposite,  for  reasons  stated  by  him  in  his  letter  ef 
the  10th  of  January,  18S0,  until  the  Id  of  that  month, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  list  of  moneys  deposited  by  hiB 
on  that  day.  From  his  silence  on  the  eubjeet,  it  is 
evident  that  there  mrar  nothing  in  the  cimuDstanccs 
of  the  bank  to  render  the  depocite  imptoper. 

The  accusation  of  having  presented  oontradietory 
statements  of  the  amoant  of  puUie  money  in  the 
Bank  of  Edwardsville,  and  of  having  traaspoeed  ether 
statements  from  that  bank,  in  the  eomnninieatioas 
made  by  the  Secretary  to  the  House,  and  of  having 
done  so  for  the  purpose  of  disguising  ik»  tmth  in  r^ 
latioti  to  the  depositee  in  that  bank,  with  a  view  ts 
their  bearing  on  the  charge  connected  with  theee  sup- 
posed letters.  Is  altogether  without  fonniiation.  Ths 
bank  statements  of  Dteember  and  November,  which 
are  referred  to,  either  formed  part  o^  or  aocompanicd 
the  letters,  which  they  immediaftely  follow  in  the 
printed  papers ;  the  first  hating  been  vrritten  on  part 
of  the  same  pwt  as  the  letter  of  the  7th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1880.  to  Mr.  Edwards,  and  the  Intter  hariag 
been  endoeed  in  the  letter  of  the  6th  of  JaAvary,  and 
both  the  letters  and  statements  having,  when  tran- 
mitted  by  Mr.  Edwards,  in  his  letter  of  the  16ch  Fch- 
ruary,been,  it  is  believed,  in  the  same  ord^  aa  thai  in 
which  |hey  appear  in  the  documents.  '  The  Trccsufy 
statements,  from  which  the  balances  in  the  Bank  of 
Edwardsville,  at  the  end  of  the  8d,  3d,  and  4lh  qaar- 
ters  of  1819,  are  quoted  by  Mr.^dwarda,  werepre> 
pared,  by  the  Treasurer,  from  materials  in  his  ewn 
possession  ;  and  the  Secretary  had  no  more  to  dowiA 
the  preparation  of  them,  than  Mr.  Edwards  himssIC 
They  were  communicated  as  the  stafements  of  that 
officer.  The  cause  why  the  statement  of  tiie  fourth 
quarter  t>f  1819,  differs  in  amount  tnm  that  lendeied 
by  the  bank  for  the  same  period,  ia,  that,  in  the  fonner, 
the  Treasurer  has  deducted  from  the  earn  alHiding  Ie 
his  credit  in  the  bank,  the  amount  <rf  two  drafts  vfech 
he  had  drawn  on  the  bank,  and  whith  had  net  bsen 
paid  at  the  time,  when  the  bank  sutemeat  was  pre- 
paredi  The  sum  vtated  by  the  bank  in,  therefore, 
moreihan  that  stated  by  theTreasurer^  by  the  ameuat 
of  theee- drafts.  This  is  more  particnihrly  abewa  in 
the  accompanying  note  from  the  TreaMoer,  sH  of 
whose  statements  are  prepared  on  the  aame  priae^ifo, 
and  have  always  heen  so  prepared*  It  is  eensidered 
un necessary  to  dwell  longer  on  this  branch  of  Che  snh- 
ject  That  no  such  eommuntcationa,  as  Mr.  Bdwarda 
alleges,  were  made,  is  believed  to  be  cenduAvtly 
demonstrated;  and  if  ao,  no  arts  could  have  been 
resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  concealing  them.  But, 
at  every  stage  of  this  investigation,  this  remafk  na. 
turally  suggeste  itself;  that  even  if  both  the  eooimuni- 
cations  alleged  had  actually  been  made,  there  wis 
*nothing'in  that  foct  for  the  Secretary  to  conceal ;  Mr. 
Edwards  has  stated,  on  oath,  his  opinion,  that,  ia  ths 
Falhof  1819,  the  Bankof  Edwardeville  was  in  aa  good 
a  condition  as  any  bank  in  which  the  puMie  mowj% 
viett  deposited ;  and,  if  so,  what  necesaity  was  tfaoe 
for  the  fih^cretary  to  discontinue  the  depositee  1  Wh^ 
ther  Mr.  Edwards  was,  or  was  not,  a  director,  and 
whether  he  did  or  did  not  choose  to  bd  responsible  for 
a  bank,  if  the  bank  were  in  a  good  condition,  was  a 
matter  that  ought  to  have  had  veiy  little  hiillueoce 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
In  connexion  with  this  charge,  it  is  to  be  remarked, 
that  it  is  true  that  communications  were  made  to  the 
Secretary  against  the  Edwardsville  Bank,  and  peitica. 
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larlj  in  a  letter  from  tke  Pieiident  of  the  Bonk  of 
•oori,  of  the  9th  of  Adgatt,  1819.  But,  at  the  Re- 
eeiveist  both  at  EdwardiiviUe  and  Kaekiakia,  wefe  in- 
•tnieted,  by  the6eeieUry's  letter  of  the  SUtrDeeembcr, 
]618,  that,  if  any  drcttmetance  affiicling  the  charanter 
of  the  £dwardi?il}e  Bank,  ahonld  eome  to  their  knewl* 
edge,  they  should  commnnicate  the  tame  to  the  De* 
pnrtment,  and  as  no  soeh  informatieo  waa  reeetved 
from  them,  and  as  the  bank  oontinoed  to  Ailfil  ita  en- 
gngnmenta,  there  waa  no  toffieient  reaton  for  diacon- 
tinning  the  ammgement  which  had  been  made  with 
it.  The  lact  ia.  Chat  it  waa  not  until  two  yean  «fter 
the  letter  of  the  Presiient  of  the  Bank  of  Miioonffi  m* 
ferred  to,  that  the  Edwardtvilie  Bank  etopped  payment 
Bot  althiottgh  thia  charge  is  eonaidered  as  sufficiently 
answered,  the  only  remaining  drcnlnstanee  pMSMofted 
by  Mr.  Edwards  in  its  snpport  abaii  alao  be  noticed. 
He  representt  himself  to ,  have  stat^  in  two  letters 
written  by  him  to  the  Secretary,  in  Febraary,  1822, 
that  he  had  made  sneh  a  publication,  that  the  Receiver 
had  transmitted  it,  that  the  BMeiver's  letter  contain- 
ing it  had  been  answered,  and  infers,  from  the  Secre* 
taiVs  silence  on  the  subject,  admission  of  Uie  iact. 

That  the  8ecretery  did  not  reply  to  this,  or  to  any 
of  the  other  matters  conteined  in  those  letters,  resulted 
from  his  having  declined  any  oorrsapondenee  with  Mx. 
Edwardo  on  the  sobjecte  to  which  thfy  refined,  in 
oonaiquenee  of  a  menace  which  the  first  of  them  eon* 
tained.  Tliis  will  be  seen  by  the  fiecretaiy's  answer, 
which,  together  with  Mr.  Edwarda^e  letteia,  iMre  here- 
with transmitted. 

The  nest  principal  accusation  to  be  examined,  re- 
lates to-the  Secretary's  transactions  with  the  Bank  of 
Missouri,  and  charges  him  with  having,  in  the  ar- 
isngemente  made  with  that  bank,  in  regard  to  Uie 
poblie  depoaites,  allowed  it  advaotages  for  which  it 
rendered  no  equivalent,  and  with  having  received  from 
it  uncnrrent  bank  notee,  which  he  was  neither  hound 
nor  aothoristfd  te  receive.  The  direet  connexion  bo- 
tween  the  Treaeniy  and  the  <Bank  of  Missouri  began 
OB  the  1st  of  August,  1818.  Before  that  time  the 
bank  had  acted  as  the  agent  of  the  Beak  of  this  United 
States.  It  had  fulfilled  ite  engagements  with  that  in- 
etitntion  with  good  &ith ;  ite  condition  was  considered 
Boond  and  pfosperous ;  and  ite  reputatioa  stood  high, 
as  well  in  the  Atlantic  as  in  the  Western  Statee. 
The  large  amount  of  money  to  be  reoeived  from  the 
onleof  public  land  in  that  quarter,  rendered  a  con- 
aezion  with  such  a  bank  not  clkily  oonveaient  but  no* 
cessery. 

In  the  fivpt  arrangement  with  the  bank,  there  was 
no  stipulation  as  -to  what  kinda  of  money  it  should  re- 
ceive or  |>ay  for  the  Treasury.  The  Receivers  UFere 
Mstrncted  to  receive  the  notee  of  such  banks  aa  paid 
opecie  on  demand  for  their  notee,  and  no  others;  and 
to  deposite  them  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  I'leas- 
«rer.  Whta  pubUc  disbnnemente  were  to  be  made, 
the  Treasure  issued  his  drafrs,  and  tkie  bank  dis- 
charged them  in  such  funds  aa  it  had  received. 

On  the  2dd  of  June,  1819,  the  Secretary^  in  the  ex- 
eentioa  of  a  general  sjrstem,  which  hsd  been  adopted 
vrith  the  approbation  of  the  President,  Ik  thereaaons 
eteted  in  his  report  to  the  House  of  SeprcsenUtives  of 
the  14th  February,  1822,  and  in  his  letter  to  the  chair^ 
man  of  a  select  committee  of  the  House,  of  the  24th 
of  February,  1823,propoeed  a  new  arrangement  to  the 
bank.  •  By  this  arrangement,  the  bank  wan  to  receive 
the  notee  of  such  specie-paying  bcnka  as  were  in  good 
credit,  and  in  general  circulation,  and  to  account  for 
them  aa  caah  *  to  transfer  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 


Stotrn,  or  ite  branches,  the  surplus  of  the  money  which 
it  might  receive,  that  could  not  be  disbursed  at  the 
bank ;  and,  for  the  expense  and  risk  of  making  those 
transfers,  wbioh  were  expected  to  amount  to  a  very 
oonaiderable  sum,  it  was  to  h%ve  a  standing  deposite 
of  $160,000,  which  standii^  deposite  was  always  sub- 
ject to  be  reduced  by  any  disbursemsnte  that  could  be 
made  st  the  bank.  This  srrangement  was  accepted 
by  the  bank  on  the  9th  of  Aog«ist,  1819.  It  waa  mod- 
ified in  August,  1820,  by  limiting  the  local  banknotes 
to  be  received  to  those  of  the  Atlantic  cities,  and  of 
the  State  of  Missouri,  and  thus  it  continued  until  the 
bank  atopped  payment  on  the  14th  of  A^igust,  1821* 
To  eetimate,  justly,  the  advantagee  ofiBired  to  the  bank 
fa|y  this  arrangement,  it  is  neoessary  to  examine  what 
were  the  probable  services  to  be  rendered  by  the  bank 
under  it.  About  the  time  when  the  Secretary's  pro- 
position for  allowing  a  standing  depopitcr  was  made  to 
thia  bank,  there  Was  a  balance  remaining  in  bank, 
ev«r  and  above  what  could  be  expended  there,  of  up- 
wards of  $640,000;  and  this,  too,  after  the  bsnk  had 
transferred  upwards  of  $100,000.  This  large  balance 
had  accumulated  in  rather  less  than  a  year.  Taking 
Into  Consideration  the  revival  of  credit  among  the 
Western  banks,  whioh  had  then  takei^ '  pUce,  it  waa 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  paymente  into  that 
bank  woald  not  decrease  more  than  one  half  during 
the  noxt  year ;  upon  this  supposition,  the  amount  to 
be  transfened  under  the  arrangement  would  be  about 
$320,000  a  year.  The  risk  and  cost  of  transierring 
money  from  St.  Louis  to  Louisville,  which  was  the 
nearest  point  to  which  it  could  be  trsnsferved,  has  been 
stated  by  the  President  of  the  bank,^in  his  letter  of  the 
29th  November,  1819,  to  be  at  least'  three  ner  cent.^ 
which  upon  that  sum  would  be  $9,600 ;  and  that,  was 
reasonably  to  be  looked  to,  st  the  time  the  arrange- 
ment was  msde,  as  the  value  of  the  service  probobly 
to  be  rendered  under  it,  in  this  respect,  by  the  bsak  to 
the  Treasury. 

It  is  true  thut,  from  causes  not  then  to  be  ibreeeen, 
the  subsequent  paymente  into  the  baiik  fell  short  of 
what  bad  been  anticipated.  But  it  is  also  true,  that 
the  whole  of  the  stipulated  standing  deposite  was  not 
alwaye  op  hind.  It. has  already  been  stated  that  this 
standing  deposite  was,  at  all  times,  liable  to  be  drawn 
upon  by  the  Treasury.  By  the  Treasurer's  statement 
of  qfi^rtefiy  balances,  accompanying  the  Secretary's 
report  to  the  House,  of  February  27th,  1823,  it  ap- 
pears that  it  had  been  so  drawn  upon,  and  that,  at 
the  close  of  six  difierent  quarters,  the  whole  amount 
in  bank,  for  which  drafts  hsd  not  sctually  been  issued, 
waa  less  than  the  stipulated  aknount  of  standing  de- 
posite by'an  average  of  $20,000.  By  a  statement  aon 
oompanying  (he  letter  from,  the  President  of  the  bank, 
of  the  dOth  June,  1821,  it  appears  that,  at  the  close  of 
ten  successive  months,  **  the  whole  sui^  in  bank  waa 
actually  less  than  the  amount  of  the  stipulated  de- 
posite by  an  average  of  $20,000 ;"  and  ii;  at  all  other 
times  during  the  twp  years'  continuance  of  the  ar- 
rangement, ihe  full  amount  were  in  bank,  the  average 
of  the  sum  actually  in  bank,  during  the  whole  period, 
would  have  been  ^ut  $140,000.  But,  it  is  to  be  ob- 
served that,  in  estimating  the  value  of  such  a  deposite 
to  a  bank,  the  certainty  of  its  continuance,  for  a  given 
time,  at  least,  is  to  be  taken  into  consideratioQ.  In 
respect  to  this  standing  deposits,  there  was  no  such 
certainty ;  it  depended  wholly  on  the  convenience  of 
the  Treasury.  It  was  constantly  subject  to  drafts  for 
any  par^  or  even  the  whole,  and  it  was  frequently 
drawn  upon.    The  idea,  therefore,  that  thip  stipula- 
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lion,  in  xegard  to  the  standing  depotite,  was  equal  to 
an  allowiince  to  the  hank  of  $9,000  a  year,  ia  wholly 
l^lladooe* 

•  It  is  proper  to  look,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  ser- 
^ces  rendered  bj  the  bank.  During  the  continaanoe 
of  the  arrangement,  the  bank  transferred,,  at  its  own 
riak'an^  cost,  #454,000  in  cash,  and  about  $36,000  in 
notef  in  kind.  Calculating,  then, .  the  value  of  the 
transfers  at  the  rate  stated  for  transferring  to  Louis- 
ville, which  was  the  nearest  point,  at  three  per  eent., 
and  the  value  of  the  standing  deposite  actually  on 
hand  at  six  per  cent,  a  year,  (the  rate  of  interest,)  it 
appears  that  the  services  actually  rendered  by  the  baRk» 
in  transferring  the  public  money,  may  be  estimated  to 
amount  to  $17,800;  and  that  the  benefit  enjoyed  by 
the  bank  from  the  standing  deposite,  without  making 
any  deduction  on  account  of  its  uncertainty,  may  be 
estimated  at  $16,000 ;  thus  leaving  a  balance  in- favor 
of  the  bank.  But,  allowing  the  advantage  and  the 
service  to  be  equal,  in  this  respect,  nothing  then  ro- 
mains  but  the  advantage  derivied  by  tho  bank  fh>m  the 
temporary  and  uncertain  possession  of  the  surplus 
which  sometimes  remained  over  and  above  the  depos- 
ite, as  a  compensation  for  all  its  other  serviees,  in  be 
coming  responsible  for  the  notes  received  by  it,  in  con- 


in  cash  for  all  the  public  money  whidi  it  might  receive. 
If  then  it  can  be  sbowta  that  these  notes  had  been  prs- 
viously  received  on  account  of  the  Treasury,  and  were 
at  that  time  on  hand,  the  agreement  ^f  the  Beoetary 
to  feoeive  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  them,  so  fiu 
from  being  a  subject  of  blame,  was  an  oliiigatioa  of 
doty. 

It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  all  notes  which  tks 
bank  here  propoeed-to  transfer  were  not  actually  trans- 
ferred. Befor^  the  Secretary's  answer  waa  receivsd, 
the  bank  had,  on  its  ovm  aocount,  otherwiee  dispossd 


of  a  groat  portion  of  them ;  and  there 
transferred  the  following : 


Of  Tennenu  note»^  viz.' 

Bank  of  TenUessee  and  bsanches 
Nashville  Bank  and  brandies     • 

Of  North  Carolina  notes,  mz : 
Bute  Bank  of  North  Carolina     -        - 

Of  Dietrict  no/es^  eur  .- 

Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria  • 
Franklin  Bank  - 

Of  Ohio  notes,  viz  ,* 


fioatty 


$40456 
99,844 

43,000 
890 


verting  them,  as  far  as  was  requisite,  into  such  funds  as    Farmers  and  tfjechattics*  Bank  of  Ctncinoati      II J^ 


might  be  transferred  to  the  United  States  Bank,  or  as 
night  be  required  in  payment  of  Treasury  drafts, 
which  were  always  demanded  in  specie  or  its  equiva- 
lent; and  which,  as  appears  by  the  letter  from  the 
President  of  the  Bank,  of  the  dOth  June,  1831,  were 
always  so  paid.  Hence  it  appears  that  not  only  were 
no  undue  advantagei  intended  to  be  granted  to  the 
bank  by  the  arrangement,  but  that,  supposing  the  pay* 
ment  of  the  debt  now  'due  by  it  to  be  secured  with 
interest,  (as  is  believed  to  be  the  case,)  the  bank  has 
actually  enjojed  no  advantages  under  the  arrangement 
for  which  it  will  not  have  rendered  an  equivalent.' 

It  is  true,  this  bank  has  failed.  But,  it  appears  by  a 
docvfment  produced  and  relied  upon  by  Mr.  £dwards> 
that  after  a  thorough  examination  by  order  of  the  Mis- 
souri Legislature,  that  iu  failure  is  not  attributable 
to  any  act  of  dishonesty  onf  the  part  of  the  directq^ 
but  to  that  cause  only  which  has  produced  a  gener^ 
auspension  in  the  Western  country ;  and  that,  **  with 
a  reasonable  indulgence,  it  will  be  enabled  to  redeem 
Its  notes  and  pay  all  its  debts."  The  sum  due  by  it 
to  the  Treasury  is  ahready  in  a  course  of  payment,  and 
its  ultimate  discharge  with  interest  is  deemed,  by  per* 
sons  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the  security,  to  be 
well  secured. 

The  correspondence  which  led  to  Uie  rei^eption  of 
the  uncurrent  notes,  which  Mr.  Edwards  has  charged 
the  Secretary  with  having  improperly  received  from 
the  Bank  of  Missouri,  commenced  with  the  letter  of 
the  President  of  the  Bank,  of  the  9th  of  August,  1819^ 
He  there  proposed,  among  other  transfers,  to  transfer 
$60,000  in  such  i^per  of  North  and  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia  as  wae  authorised  to  be  received ;  $40,000 
in  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Yii^inia ;  $108,000  in  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky  aAd  its  branches;  $15,000 
in  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Vincennes ;  and  $70,000  in 
notes  of  the  Banks  of  Tennessee,  (such  as  were  au< 
thorixed  to  be  received ;)  ajid  $36,000  in  such  Ohio 
BOies  as  were  authorised  to  be  received, — all  of  which 
were  then  in  bank. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  letter  in  whioh  this 
proposition  was  miide,  is  the  same  letter  which  eom 
tains  the  acceptance  by  the  bank  of  the  arrangement 
under  which  it  was  for  the  first  time  to  be  responsible 


Miami  Exporting  Company         ...  8j66l 

Bank  of  Cincinnati    -        -        •        -        -  3,844 

Q^nk  of  Muskingum  -        -        -        -      *  -  391 

Farmeiis,    Mechanics,    and  Mannfaclareis' 

Bank  of  Chillicothe         .....  SSO 

Bank  of  Marietta        ......  4 

BankofSlenbenvilla 7 

Making  together.  -        -        -        •  $188,179 


The 'Kentucky  Bank  notes  mentionad  in  the  Sec- 
retary's letter  of  the  3d  March,  1830,  ware  not  trsas^ 
forred-^-haviag  basn  otherwise  disposed  of  by  the  hsak. 
Nor  were  the  Georgetown  Bank  notes, .  mentiosed  in 
the  same  letter,  then  transforred  ;  and  it  is  only  wilhiB 
a  few  days  that  the  Treasurer  has.roeeiTod  frosidie 
agent  of  the  Missonri  Bank  an  order  for  tfaLnsforriag 
them* 

That  the  notse,  thus  recaivod  lirom  the  bank,  had 
been  properly  taken  by  the  lUceivers,  wUJ  appesr 
from  the  tnstruciions  given  to  thoso  ofiiesn  by  the 
Secretary,  copies  of 'which  are  herewith  tranaicied; 
and  that,  at  the  time  those  instmctions  were  given, 
they  were  consideied,  by  the  Secretary,  as  the  aotea 
of  banks  whi6h  discharged  their  notes  ki  spsde, 
on  demand,  and,  consequently,  notes  whidi*  by  the 
resolntion  of  Congress  of  the  80th  April,  1816,  wen 
authorised  to  be  received  in  payments  to  the  United 
States*  is  manifest  from  the  terms  of  the  same  instrae- 
tiotts,  in  which  the  'Receivers  are  positivafy  intaiditfisd 
from  taking  the  notes  of  any  bank  whieh  dons  not  dii* 
charge  its  notes  on  demand  M>  apede. 

That  these  notes  were  receivod  by  the  bank  frasi 
the  Receivers^  during'  its  first  arrangemant  with  dn 
Treasury,  and,  consequently,  previous  to  its  ongag^ 
ment  to  account  as  cash,  and  that,  at  the  time  they 
were  offered  «to  the  Secretary,  they  were  aotaalhria 
the  possession  of  the  bank,  is  established  by  evideses 
adduced  by  Mr.  Edwards  himself.  This  eTideocsii 
statement  JEH  prepared  at  the  Bank  of  Missoon,  tad 
laid  before  the  Missonri  Legislature  by  a  eomraitles 
which  was  appoint^  to  exdmine  the  report  of  tbt 
bank,  and  which  committee  repreeents  itself  to  havs 
had  before  il|  and  carefully  examinady  ths  book%  noiss, 
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and  tneh  other  papers  pf  tli0  bank,  aa  were  naoeaMry. 
The  fltatementa  ia  '*  Of  moneya  on  iiand,  jSeptembar 
6,  1819,  received  of  the  several  Receivers  of  Public 
Moneys^' being  auch  aa.they  were  authorized  to  receive, 
by  the  honorable  William  H.  Crawford,  Secretary  of 
the  Treaaary."    It  parporta  to  haf e  been  taken  from 
a  register  kept  by  the  Cashier  of  the  bank,  from  the 
8th  August,  181^,  to  the  6th  September,  .1819;  which 
period  includes  only  twenty-seven  days  not  embraced 
by  the  first  arrangeaient,  under  which  the  bank  was 
accountable  only  in  kind.     By  this  statement^  it  ap« 
pears,  that  the  bank  had  then  on  hand,  notes,  taken 
from  Receivers,  of  a  description  not  receivable  by  it  on 
general  depoaite  aa  caah,  amounting  to  #569,064 ;  of 
which  $283,757,  were  of  tho  kinds  transferred  by  it  to 
the  Treaaury.     Hence,  it  appears,  that,  inataad  of  the 
Secretary's  having  received  of  the  bank  nocomint 
notea  which  be  waa  not  bound  to  receive,  the  bank 
not  only  took  upon  itaeif  the  converaion  into  caah  oi 
other  notea,  to  a  large  amount,  which  it  had  a  right  to 
pay  over  to.  the  Treaaury  in  kind,  but  that  of  the  very 
deacription  of  notea  which  Mr.  Edwards  has  censured 
the  Secretary  for  having  received,  tha  bank  had  ac- 
tually a  right  to  reqnire  that  he  should  receive  moss 
than  double  the  amount  of  what  he  did  receive. 

It  wpuld  be  a  great  miaiake,  howevev»  to  suppose 
tbat  the  notes,  which  ward  leceived  of  the  Bank  of 
Missouri,  were  the  notea  of  insolvent  banks.  Those 
of  the  Bank  of  Tennessee,  and  its  branches,  were  im- 
BBodiateiy  placed  to  the  credit  of  the'  Hreaaurer  as 
caah ;  thoae  of  the  Nashville  Bank .  and  ita  branobea, 
and  of  the  North  Carolina  Bank,  have  lonj^  since  been 

Slid ;  thoee  of  the  Mechaniss'  Bank  of  Alexandria, 
ank  of  Marietta,  and  Bank  of  Steuben ville,  ware 
caahed  by  the  banka  to  which  tl|ey  were  traneferred  ; 
of  those  of  the  Miami  Exporting  Company,  95»S20  76, 
have  recently  been  coUecled.  Tbae,  of  the  whole 
amount  tranaferred,  there  remains  unpaid  only  about 
^2,000,  and,  of  this  sum,  it  is  believed  the  greater 
j»art  will  be  ultimately  paid. 

Conaidering  the  atate-of  the  currency  ia  the  Weat, 
during  the  time,  and  the  large  amount  reeeived  by 
thia  bank,  which  waa  about  $1,164^000,  itia  doubtful 
whether  any  individual  tranaactions,  of  equal  extent, 
though  attended  to  with  great  care,'  would  have  been 
Ibllowed  by  leaa  ultimate  Tasa. 

That  the  charge  4»f  having  lavored  thia  bank,  at  the 
sacrifice  of  the  public  interest,  is  without  fimndation, 
jnnat  be  evident  from,  the  facta  whioh  hava  been  here 
exhibited.  That  the  bank  deea  not  conaider  itaeif  aa 
baying  been  favored  by  the  Treaaury,  is  pfoved  by  the 
iuX  thai  a  datm  hae  been  prelitrred  by  thb  bank  fat 
an  aHowanee,  upon  th»  gtonnd  that  the  iervieea, 
which  it  has  rendeied  to  the  Treasury,  have  not  been 
■nfficieotly  oompeaaated.  And  it  ia  a  remarkable  co- 
incidenee  of  dreumatancea,  that,  at  the  very  time  that 
a  charge  ia  preferred  by  Mr.  Edwttda  against  the 
Secretary,  ibr  having  done  too  much  for  that  bank, 
th^  agent  of  the  bank  ia  at  Washington^  petitioning 
Congress,  because  the  Secretary  has  done  too  little. 

The  tranaaetiona  with  the  Bank  of  Missouri  being 
thus  explained,  the  only  other  acta,  induded  in  the 
diarge  againat  the  Secretary,  of  having  received  un- 
current  funda,  in  payment  irom  banks,  are  the  re- 
cdpt  of  $15,000,  in  notea  of  the  State  Bank  of  North 
Carolina,  and  $18,663,  in  notea  of  the  Bank  of  Ken- 
tucky ;  the  former  from  the  Tombigboe  Bank,  and  the 
latter  from  the  Bank  of  -Edwardsville. 

Although,  by  a  rigid  oonatroction  of  the  arrange- 
ment, by  which  these  Banks  agreed  to  account  iot  the 


public  depositee,  recdaed'by  them,  as  eaah«  the  whole 
amount  might,  perhaps,  have  been  demand^  of  them 
in  specie,  or  United  States'  Bank  notes ;  yet,  such 
was  never  the '  intention  of  the  parties.  The  \tirm 
*t  cash  "  was  used,  in  oppesitton  to  t^at  of  **  spedal 
deposits,"  and  was  not  meant  to  render  the  banks  U* 
able  for  the  payment  of  apecie,  for  notes,  which  they 
might  receive,  on  behalf  of  the  Treasury,  and  whidi 
might  cease  to  be  convertible  into  specie.  Such  a 
construction  ia  opposed  by  the  Tombigbce  Bank,  in 
its  letter  of  the  18th  of  Auguet,  1819,  [see  M.  No.  5, 
[66,]  alUiongh  the  President  of  that  institution  ezprea- 
sea  ita  willingnesa  to  leave  the  consOruction  to  the 
*<  justice  and  liberal  policy  "  of  the  Depa^menU  Itia 
more  emphatically  diaefaimed,  hpwever,  by  the  Bank 
of  Edwanlaville,  in  ita 'letter  to  the  Seoretarjs  of  the 
18th  of  April,  1620,  [see  G.  No.  3,  [66,^  and  in  his 
letter  to  Mr.  Edwards,  of  the  Oih  of  Jsnuary^  1826, 
[see  A.  Np.  2,  [119,]  heretofore  referred  to.  In  tbat 
leHteir  the  bank  maintains  that'*  It  is  not  auppoadd 
that '  any  construction  of  the  conditions,  Uflbn-  which 
the  liepasites  were  recmved,  can  render  the  bank  the 
guarantee  of  thoee  banks,  because  it  would  be  o6a- 
trary  to  every  principle  of  reason,  to  suppose  that  the 
paper  of  other  banks,  who  ha^e,  or  may,  suspend  apu- 
de  paymenta,  shall,  by  the  mere  act  of  depodte,  in 
this  Institution;  by  the  Recd^ers,  be  oonverted  into 
apecie,  or  ita  equiiralent,  and  this  bank  held  account- 
abla  for  it  as  audi.  We  ace  perauaded  this  never,  waa 
the  intention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  nor  can 
be>inforrsd,  from  the  conditions  upon  which  the  do- 
poaitea  are  made."  Thb  letter,  as  i>  was  written  by 
the  President  of  the  bank,  to  one  of  ita  Director!, 
whom  it  had  constituted  an  agent  for  negotiating  a 
modification  of  its  arrangement,  with  tha  Treaaury, 
may  be  naturally  supposed  to  H:ont«n  iu  red  views. 
And,  although  Mr.  Edwarda  npw  deniea  the  con- 
druction  then  contended  for,  by  the  bank,  yet,  fn^m 
the  tarma  in  which  he  communicated  the  letter  to  ti|e 
Secretary,  it  ia  presumed  that  be  then  gave  it  faia  aa* 
sent. 

Bttt,  although  this,  construction  could  not  be  for- 
mally acknowledged  by  the  Secretary,  without  leading 
to  the-  evil  which  the  terma  of  these  arrangementa 
were  partly  intended  to  prevent,  that  of  "  spedd  de« 
poaitea," ryot,  it  waa  alwaya  hia  intention,  whenever 
the  caae.pieaented  itaeif,  to  admit  such  an  interpreta* 
tion  of  the  contract,  aa  might  be  equitable,  and  not 
injurious  to  the  public  interest.   The  letter  of  th^  Tom- 
bigbce Bank,  of  the  8d  of  August,  1819,  autiug  that 
there  were  than  on  hand,  in  that  institution,  $15,00<^ 
in  North  Carolina  notes,  which  had  been  received,  on 
depoaite,  for  the  Treaaurer,  and  which  it  had  wK  yet 
been  able  to  exchange,  dtiiough  no  care  had  been 
apared  in  efiboting  that  object,  '*  since  some  difficul- 
ties were  understood  to  affact  the  bank,",  preaented  a 
caae  of  this  kind.    At  that  time,  the  ^Ute  Bank  ^ 
North  Carolina  had  net  stopped  payment,  dthough  it 
did  so  before  the  Secretary *a  answer  waa  communicated 
to  the  T ombigbee  Bank.    The  Seeretary ,  having  called 
upon  the  State  Bank  to  diacloae  the  means  pf  paying 
sttsh  of  its  notes  aa  had  been  received,  on  account  of 
the  Treasury ;  and  having  been  informed,  by  the  bank, 
that  it  did  possess  the  meana,  and  would  speedily  apply 
them  to  that  object,  conaented  that  these  notes  should 
be  traasferred,  from  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  the 
Tombigbee  Bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  the 
Sute  Bank  of  North  Carolina  \  and,  by   that  bank, 
they  were  afterwarda  paid,  aa  were  all  tbe  other  claims, 
of  every  kind,  which  the  Treasury  had  upon  it. 
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AmwtT  of  Ihe  SeortUtrp  of  the  TWofury. 


Mat,  1824. 


The  cam  of  the  Edwerdtville  Bank,  added  to  the 
eqaitaUe  connderatioiie  which  were  preaented  in  that 
of  the  Tombigbee  Bank,  were  conaiderations  of  poliey . 
The  oommnnioation  of  the  Hon.  R.  M.  Johnaon,  made 
behalf  of  the  bank,  and  reftrred  to  in  the  Seere- 


on 


tary'a  letter  of  the  Sd  February,  1821,  [aee  O.  No.  8. 
[06,]  which  commttnieation  wai  made  with  the  con- 
cttrfenee  of  Mr.  Edwardt,  atated  that  the  bank  had  4ni 
hand  upward*  of  #20,000,  in  ^otea  on  the  Bank  of 
Kentucky,  Which  had  been  received  on  aocountof  the 
Tieaaurer  before  the  auapenaion  of  apecie  paymenta 
by  the  bank.  Thiv  repreeentation  being  eorroborated 
by  an  examination  of  the  bank  atatenenta  and  csertifi- 
catea,  aa  appeara  by  the  Secretary'a  report  to  the 
Uouae,  of  the  27th  April,  1822 ;  and  there  being  then 
aome  reaa<|n  to  apprehend  a  want  of  pnneiaaHty  or  of 
good  fcilh  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardarilie, 
the  Sccretaiy  eonaented  that  theoe  notea  ehould  be 
tranaferrcd  at  the  riak  of  the  bank,  from  the  credit  of 
the  Tieaavrer  in  that  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Traaa- 
«rar  in  the  Bank  of  Kentucky.  En  doing  ao,  the  Sec- 
retary conaidered  himaelf  not  only  aatiafying  the  de- 
manda  of  equity,  but  promoting  the  public  inteieat ; 
inannttch  aa  the  Bank  of  Kentqoky,  though  it  had 
euapftnded  the  payment  of  apecie,  waa  known  to  be 
aoWent.  Although  the  notea,  thua  tranaferved,  have 
Bot  yet  been  paid,  tlie  meet  poaitive  and  foraud  aaau- 
imnee  haa  been  given,  that  the  debt  ia  perfectly  aale, 
and  will  moat  certainly  be  repaid  at  no  very  remote 
period; 

Mr.  Edwarda  'hat  offer^  an  extract  from  the  8eo- 
retary'e  letter  of  the  11th  of  December,  1818,  to  the 
Preaident  of  the  Plantera  and  Meichanto'  Bank  of 
Huntaville,  aa  proving  that  the  8eeretery*a  conduct  in 
fel^eiring  tbeae  notea,  ia  at  variance  with  hia  own  in- 
terpretation of  the  obhgationa  of  the  banka  in  that 
reepect  But,  by  referring  to  the  letter  itael^  it  will 
be  found  tfiat,  in  prcaenting*the  extract,  an  important 
omiaaion  haa  been  made,  by  which  the  Secretary's 
opinion  on  the  point  ia  wholly  miarepreaented.  Aa 
quoted  by  Mr.  Edwards,  the  paaaage  is  in  these  words : 
^In  making  the  Plantera  and  Merehanla'  Bank  of 
HontiMlle  a  place  of  depoeite,  at  ita  particular  aoHci- 
tatlen,  it  waa  expected  that  the  tranafer  of  funds  which 
H  undertook  to  make,  would  be  eflbcted  in  fhnda  that 
circulated  at  par,  at  the  place  where  the  tranafer  waa 
directed.  As  the  Receiver  had  been  directed  to  fvceive 
the  bitta  of  no  bankk  which  did  not  discharge  them  in 
specie  on  demand,  it  waa  expected  that  the  bank  would 
be  answerabl#ibr  the  amount  deposited;  in  specie,  or 
in  bitis  which  would  be  received  aa  apecie,  at  the  place 
to  which  the  money  ahould  be  directed  to  be  trana- 
fcrred,  unleaa  it  ahould  atate  the  contrary.  **  But,"  as 
eoniinues  the  Secretary,  (and  thia  is  the  part  omitted 
by  Mr.  Edwarda,)  •*  as  no  explanation  of  thia  nature 
baa  been  made  or  isought  on  eithei^  side,  this  requisition 
will  not  be  rigovoosly  required.**  There  is»  however, 
no  question  concerning  this  bank,  aa  ne  i^ncnrrent 
notea  were  ever  received  from  it. 

The  charge  of  having  received  nocurrent  notes  from 
the  Banks  of  Missouri,  Edwardsville,  and  Tombig- 
bee, contrary  to  the  agreement  with  those  banks,  and 
contrary  to  law,  being  thus  answered,  there  remains, 
in  connexion  with  this  branch  of  Mr.  Edwards's  ac- 
cusation against  the  Secretafy,  only  that  of  having, 
in  his  report  to  Congress,  misstated  the  amount  ao  re- 
ceived. Upon  a  thorough  examination,  however,  it 
Is  asserted,  that  all  the  notes  received  from  those 
banks,  for  which  the  Treasurer  did  not  receive  ^  cash 
credit  in  the  banks  to  which  they  were  transferred, 


were  specified  in  tha  report  made  by  that  Secretary  sa 
the  subject,  with  the  exception  of  ^286,  in  notes  sf 
the  Franklin  Bank  of  Alexandria,  which  formed  psit 
of  the  funds  received  from  the  Bank  of  Miaaouri,  agree- 
abiT  to  hiS'letter  of  20th  of  March,  1890.  but  which, 
in  hia  report  of  the  14th  of  February,  1822,  were  ae- 
cldentatly  omitted  to  be  mentioned.  That  there  wss 
no  intentional  eoneealment  on  this  aubject,  is  evident, 
from  the  manner  in  which  the  'Secretary  oomphad 
with  that  part  of  the  reaoltttion'%hieh  referred  to  it 
By  the  reaolntion  he  was  required  to  state  whether 
any  uneurrent  or  depredated  paper  had  been  reesived 
from  certain  banlis,  which  the  Government  waa  not 
bound  to  receive.  As  the  Secretary  was  oi  optaisa 
that  all  the  paper  of  that  description  whidi  lie  baad  r^ 
oeived  from  thoee  banka,  waa  paper  that  hn  was  bonad 
to  receive,  he  might,  without  Uame,  have  nnawered. 
that  none  auch  as  were  alladed  to  in  the  reeolatiBa 
had  been  received.  Desiroua,  however,  to  put  tht 
House  in  poeaeasion  of  all  the  frets,  he  atnted  whst 
uncttffent  paper  had  been  received,  and  why  it  bad 
been  received ;  and  he  included  in  the  etatomcnt  |ia- 
per  to  the  amount  df  several  thouaand  doUara,  whik, 
at  the  tiflse  he  made  hia  depoaite,  had  aetaaJly  beet 
paid  in*caah.  Under  these  drcnmetaneea^  it  m: 
nave  been  veaaonably  anppoaed  that  thia  trivial 
aion  waa,  aa  wae  truly  the  eeee,  whiolly 
unintentional. 

IHie  diarge  of  wiiUiolding  letters  and  inlmnatian 
ealled  for  by  the  Hofeiae,  reata  upon  no  beUer  founda- 
tion.    Thia,  however,  may  have  originnted  ia  part,  ta 
the  want  of  aftentioo  to  the  true  import  of  the  rcselu* 
tion  under  wfuoh  these  letters  and  iaibnnaiian  ware 
oaHed  for.    The  reeolution  of  the  Houeat  of  the  9th  of 
January,  1822,  aa  printed,  reqniiad    '*m.  atatemsot 
showing  in  what  banks  the  moneys  recaivad  firom  ths 
eale  of  the  public  landa  have  been  depoeitad  aines  lbs 
let  of  Jaiwuary,  1818  ;v the  conltacta  andar  which  ths 
aaid  depoeitea  have  been  made ;  the  correapeadsaee 
between  them  and  the  Treaaury  Departmant  rsislive 
thereto/'  dto*    It  haa  been  doubted  whathar,  aeesni- 
in(^  to  the  proper  roles  of  ceaatraetioa,  tha  oaneipon* 
dence  here  called  for,  relaled  to  any  Chi«f  mare  than 
the  oontradak    It  ia  believed,  howevai^  that  thia  deabc 
gtvea 'place  to  cectainty  upon  an  inapactioa  of  the 
reeolution,  "u  tranamittad  to  the  Saeretuiy  bf  the 
Clerk  of  the  Hauae*  between  whioh  and  the  reaalaiioa 
aa  prialed,  there  it  a  rsmaikable  diflaivnce  im  the 
puQctaatioa.    That  which  appeara  in  the  falter  aa  the 
fh^t  member  of  a  aentenee,  terminating  with  a  aemi* 
colon,  ia,  ia  the  origiiial,  (aee  annexed  No.  41,  which 
ia  herewith  t^eaamitted,)  a  eompleie  eaatanes  eateg 
with  a  period.    By  thia  difieaenee,  the  warda  "rela- 
tive thereto,"  are  mnde  applicaWa  axdoatvalj  lo  tha 
eootfaete ;  and,  of  oeuiaa,  the  certuapottdaaaa  raquirsd 
hj\  the  resolatien  ia  the  cetrseponde^ca  batwatn  thost 
banka  and  the  Tiaaaury,  relative  le  tha  oootrads  aa* 
der  which  the  moneys  rsceived  from  the  aalea  of  pa^ 
lie  landa  aiaee  the   1st  of  January,  1818,  have  besa 
deposiied.. 

It  will  ba  seen,  however,  that,  in  the  aoHaclaon  of 
the  correapoadence,  it  waa  not  conHned  to  that  abject; 
but,  that,  in  additioa  to  ovary  thing  which  rebted 
thereto,  there  waa  coi^municated  ao  much  of  tha  other 
correapondeiree  with  the  banks  referred  to,  aa  weoki 
enable  the  House  to  form  a  just  opinion  of  the  whoie 
subject,  not  only  of  tho  arrangementa  with  tfaaae  banks 
iu  this  particular,  but  of  the  relatipnahip  aubsisting 
between  them  and  the  Treasury. 

The  reaoltttion  of  the  House,  of  the  12th  of  March, 
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18S9,  had  reference  only  to  thfee  banke,  those  of  Ed- 
wardsrilie,  Tombigbe^,  and  MiteoUri ;  it  called  for  no 
correspondence  except  in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
floariv  and,  aa  it  required  all  the  cbrrespondence  in  re- 
lation to  that  hank,  not  before  communicated,  aU  auch 
correspondence  as  could  be  found  was  transmitted. 
Yet,  iithough  these  two  resolutions  are  distinct  from 
each  other  in  their  requirements,  Mr.  Edwards  affects 
to  consider  every  letter  which  was  communicated- un- 
der the  latter  as  having  been  improperly  withheld 
under  the  former. 

That  some  of  the  papers  transmitted  under  this  res- 
olution might  not,  with  propriety,  and  perhaps  with 
adrantage,  ,have  been  sent  under  the  ficst  resolution, 
is  Qot  asserted.  Whether  sny  such,  if  any  such  there 
be,  were  accidentally  omitted,  or  whether  tbsT  were 
not  deemed  necessary  to  an  undentanding  of  the  sub- 
ject, is  not  now  recollected.  As  there  was  no  con- 
sciousness on  the  part  of  the  Secretaiy  that  any  of  his 
tranaactions  required  concealment,  or  merited  cen- 
•nre,  and  aa  it  was  supposed  that  the  object  of  the 
resoltftion  was  exclusively  to  obtsin  informatioo,  the 
whote  aim  in  selecting  the  papers  and  making  the 
communication,  was  to  put  the  House  in  possession 
of  such  information!  and  such  only«  as  woold  best 
aerre  to  elucidate  the  sufafect  to  which  it  related. 

But,  to  whatever  cause  the  omission  of  any  of  thtae 
papers  is  attributable,  the  omission,  itself  is  unimpor* 
laat.  It  is  believed  Ihat  the  papers  communicated 
■nder  the  second  resolution,  or  the  great  maM  which 
has  been  communicated  under  the  third  resolution, 
disclose  no  new  fact  which  it  waa  iihpofftant,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  subject  of  the  resolution,  either  to  oommu- 
oicate  or  to  withhold.  The  idea  ef  concealment  was 
wholly  oot  of  the  question.  The  delicate  .nature  of 
many  of  the  letters  communicated  under  the  first  r  Ao- 
lution,  shows,  perhaps,  a  leaning  the  other  w^.  But, 
there  was  really  nothing  of  moment  te  be  concealed. 
The  general  outline  of  the  arrangements  with  the 
'Weetern  banhe  was  well  known.  They  had  been 
pObUsbed  in  most  of  the  newspapers  in  the  countries 
inleieated  in  them ;  and  they,  were  famiUar  to  m^ny 
fODtlemen  ip  Coagreas,  some  of  whom  had  been 
among  the  first  to  press  Opon  the  Secretary  the  no- 
ceesity  and  advantage  of  such  anangementa. 

Disdaiming,  then,  in  the  most  anqualifisd  manner, 
aay  wish  or  intention  in  the  Secretary,  of  concealing 
any  part  of  his  conduct  in  relation  to  tlioso  banks,  the 
opinion  is  coafidentiy  repeated,  that,  after  an  exami- 
nation of  all  the  correepondence  that  has  been,  at 
varkMis  times,  communicated  to  the  Hoase,  it  wiU  be 
found-that,  although  more  ample  details  are  exhibited, 
bacansethe  papers  sabeeqnently presented  are  more 
ABmevotts,  as  clear  and  fai^hfol  a  view  of  the  eoitfnex- 
ion  between  the  Weetam  banks  and  the  Treasary, 
waa  preeeihted  under  the  first  reeolutioD,  as  is  exhibit- 
ad  in  the  whole  msM  of  the  coirespondence.  But,  if 
the  &ct  were  otherwise,  nothing  could  be  more  unjust 
than  to  consider  the  omission  of  eveiy  letter  not  oom- 
nunicated  under  that  reaolution,  m  *  suppression 
with  aa  improper  desiga. 

Although  these  explanations  may  be  deemed  a 
aufiicient  answer  to  Mr.  Edwards^s  charge  of  sup- 
pression, generally,  yet,  there  are  some  particular  in- 
stances which  he  has  specially  dWelt  upon,  and  to 
which  he  attacbee  particular  importanoe,  that  it  may 
be  well  specially  to  notice.  The  first  of  these  is,  the 
circumstance  that  ^  extracts'^  were  communicated  in- 
stead of  entire  letters,  in  parts  of  the  correspondence 
with  the  Planten  and  Merehants'  Bank  of  Huntsville. 


By  referring  to  the  letters  alluded  to,  and  which 
have  been  transmitted  entire,  under  the  Isst  resolu^ 
tion  of  the  House,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  parts  omit- 
ted to  be  communicated,  relate  to  an  oocurrence 
wholly  of  a  temporai^r  nature,  entirely  unimportant  in 
itself,  and  having  no  bearing  whatever  en  the  subject 
of  the  call.  It  seems  that,  after  the  termination  of  the 
arrangement  between  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Bank  at  Huntsville,  the  Cashier  of  the  former 
drew  certain  drafts  upon  the  amount  standing  at  his 
credit  in  the  latter  bank.  These,  the  Bank  at  Hunta- 
vitle  declined  to  pay,  under  aa  enoneoos  idea  that  it 
was  sccountable  to  the  Treasury  for  the  money. 

As  soon  as  this  was  made  known  to  the  Secretary, 
he  wrote  to  the  Huntsville  Bank,  to  remove  the  mie- 
understanding.'  7*he  bank  justified  itself  1^  quoting 
ceriain  expressions  of  the  Secretary's  circular,  of 
July,  1819*  The  Secrete^  replied  that,  if  the  bank 
had  quoted  correctly,  the  circular  must  have  besn  iat- 
perfect,  and  desired  to  have  it  sent  back  fhr  examina- 
tion. It  was  sent  back;  waa  Ibund  to  be  inaccurately 
copied;  the  misnnderstaading  was  removed ;  the  diafb 
were  paid ;  and  there  the  whole  matter  ended.  In  the 
paaieges  relating  to  thie  subject,  notice  was  also  taken 
of  the  accidental  omiiaion  of  the  bank  to  render  aome 
returns.  These  are  the  parts  of  the  letters  in  the  coi^ 
respondence  which  were  not  communicated ;  and  tikis 
explanation  Will  ahow  with  what  little  reason  it  lias 
been  inferred  that  every  omission  in  the-  correspond- 
ence contains  son^ething  which  the  Secretary  must 
have  an'  improper  motive  to  conceal. 

These,  observatiens  apply  to  all  the  extracts  trans- 
mitted in  that  correepondence^  except  the  lett^  of  the 
President  of  the  Huntsville  Bank,  of  the  80th  Sep- 
tember, 1819.  As  this  letter  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  tranamitted  under  the  last  resolution,  it  is  pre- 
sumed to  ^ve  been  mislaid.  The  puiporf  of  the  pre- 
ceding part  of  it  is  not  recollected,  but  search  is  now 
making  for  it,  and  aa  soon  as  it  is  fimud,  it  wilLbe 
communicated. 

An  additional  importance  is  attached,  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, to  the  drevmstance  of  •^extracts?'  being  sent 
in  tins  case,  as  contrsdicting  that  part  of  the  Secre- 
tary's testimony  before  a  former  selset  committee  of 
the  House,  which,  speaking  of  the  eorrespendeace 
generally,  atates  that.  In  consequence  of  the  pressure 
of  hasineas,  the  original  Isttem  and  rough  drafts  had 
been  communicated. under  the  resolution  of- the  14th 
February,  19M.  No  such  contradiction,  however, 
can  he  imagined  vnthont  misinterpreting  the  obvious 
import  of  the  SecreUry'ff  words.  He  spoke  of  the 
communication  generally;  and  it  ii  a  fact  well  known, 
that  it  consisted  ahnest  entirely  of  oAginals  sod 
rough  drafts.  But  it  is  irreeoneileable'with  common 
aenae,  to  anppoee  that  he  meant  to  convey  the  idea 
that  papers  which  bore  on  their  foce  the  title  of**  ex- 
tracts," which  he  had  himself  communicated  and 
described  as  "  extracts,"  were  either  originals  or  rough 
drafts. 

Neither  the  Secretary  nor  Mr.*  Diekins  has  any 
where  aaid,  in  their  tesiimony,  as  Mr.  Edwards  sup- 
poses, that  the  latter  delivered  all  the  originals  and 
rough  dralU  to  the  Secretary,  and  that  the  Secretary 
aent  them  all  to  the  House.  The  fact  is  otherwise. 
All  the  correspondence  with  the  banks  referred  to, 
was  not  called  for,  aa  has  been  already  vhown*;  nor 
was  it  ever  asserted  that  aH  was  sent.  Mr.  Diekins 
collected,  as  be  has  stated,  all  the  correspondence 
that  he  could  find,  filed  and  unfiled,  that  was  likely  to 
have  any  beating  on  the  subject;  from  this  he  selected 
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such  as,  in  hu  judgment,  wts  required  by  the  resolu- 
tion; and  such  *' extracts*'  as  were  made,  were  made 
under  the  exercise  of  this  judgment.  After  the  papers 
had  been  thus  selected  and  Arranged,  he  laid  them  be^ 
fore- the  Secretary,  together*  with  such  statements  in 
relation  to  other  parts  of  the  resolution,  as  the  Secre- 
tary might  require  for  his  report.  TheSe  papers  were 
in  the  poascseien  of  t|^e  Secretary  while  he  prepared 
bis  report,  but  were  referred  to  no  further  than  was 
necessary  for  that  > object;  and  the  coKrespondence 
thus  prepared  by  Mr.  Dickins,  was  transmitted,  in  the 
same  state,  to  the  House.  This  circumstance  wilt  ex- 
plain the  Appearance  of  the  markft  on  the  paasAged 
which  Mr.  Dickins  has' stated  to  have  been  marked  by 
him  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  Secretary'*  atten- 
tion to  them,  and  which,  if  they  had  been  obaerved 
by  the  Secretary,  would  have  been  acted  on  by  him, 
either  by  directing  the  marks  to  be  removed,  or  ex- 
tracts excluding  those  passages  to  be  prepared. 

To  remove  all  pretext  for  the  insinuation  which 
Mr.  Edwarda  has  founded  upon  the  circumstance  of 
Mr.  Dickins  having  been  employed  to  select  the  pa- 
pers, in  this  case,  instead  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  Chief 
Clerk,  to  whom  it  had  been*usual  to  commit  the  selec- 
tion of  papers  required  by  Congress,  it  is  proper  to 
state,,  that  the  resolution  of  the  House  did,  in  this 
instance,  take  the  usual  course  of  reference  to  Mr. 
Jones  \  and  that  it  was  at  his  request,  and  upon  his 
•nggestion  of  the  propriety  of  referring  it  to  Mr.  Diek* 
ins,  because  of  hia  better  knowledge  of  the  subject,  that 
Uie  duty  was  transferred  to  him. 

There  is  one  other  omission  in  the  correspondence 
which  has  heed  emphatically  altuded  to  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, and  which  shall,  therefore,  be  particularly 
noticed.  It  is  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Bank  at  Hufitsville,  of  the  9th  of  July, 
1819 ;  and  is  morenhan  once  referred  to  in  other  parts 
of  the  correspondence :  whether  it  had  been  commli- 
nipated  or  not,  was  never  a  subject  of  investigation 
with  the  Secretary,  until  the  notice  taken  of  it  in  Mr. 
Edwards's  address  rendered  the  inquiry  necessary. 
After  a  thorough  examination,  however,  it  oould  not 
be  found,  either  among  the  records  or  rough-draughts ; 
but,  on  referring,  as  a  last  resort,  to  a  file  of  confidential 
CoVrespondence  which  is  kept  by  Mr.  Jones,'the  rough 
draft  of  the  letter  was  there  discovered.  A  copy  of  it 
is  herewith  transmitted.  According  to  the  views  with 
which  the  correspondence  was  selected,  under  the  first 
resolution  of  the  House,  this  letter  was  one  which 
would  have  been  then  communicated.  It  is  believed, 
however,  tbat  the  sentiments  and  opinions  disclosed 
in  it,  are  far  from  furnishing  a  subject  of  Mame  to  the 
Secretary  ;  *and,  as  t^e  had  communicated  a  letter  of 
similar  import,  written  on  the  same  day,  to  the  Tom- 
bigbee  Bank,  it  may  be  inferred,  that  he  was  not 
withheld  by  any  improper  considerations  of  delicacy 
in  respect  to  the  matters  to  which  they  both  relate, 
from  communicating  this  letter  also.  It  is  believed 
that  the  letter  to  the  Tembigbee  Bank,  of  the  9th  of 
July,  1819,  was  also  marked  **  confidential,"  and  the 
opinion  is  strengthened  by  the  reference  made  to  it 
as  *<  confidential,"  by  the  President  of  the  Bank,  in 
his  letter  of  the  13th  August,  1819.  The  word  <*  con- 
fidential," was  probably  omitted  through,  inadvertence, 
in  the  copy  that  was  retained  in  the  Department ; 
and  thus  it  went  upon  the  ordinary  records..  If  this 
opinion  is  correct,  the  communication  of  this  letter 
corroborates  the  fact  that  the  omission  to  communi- 
cate the  letter  to  the.Huntsville  Bank,  was  not  owing 
to  the  matters  it  contained,  but  to  the  circumstance 


of  its  being  on  a  file  not  before  the  person  bj  whosi 
the  correspondence  was  selected. 

The  Secretary  is  not  aware,  that  any  other  letters 
on  the  confidential  file  appertain  to  the  objects  of  tlie 
present  inquiry.  He  submits,  however^  such  of  them 
as  are  addressed  to  banks,  to  the  examination  of  fiie 
committee.  He  takes  the  occasion,  also,  to  tender  to 
the  committee'^  as  he  did  to  the  committee  appointed 
under  the  resolution  of  the  6th  o(  February,  1633, 
the  inspection  of  any  of  the  records  or  correspondeoce 
in  the  Department,  that  may  be  deemed  neoesesry  ta 
elucidate  any  of  the  matters  connected  with  the 
inqoii'y. 

Having  disposed  of  all  the  minor  topics  of  accusa- 
tion brought  againat  the  Secretary  in  Mr.  Edwards's 
addreaa,  it  now  remains  to  notice  the  grave  charge 
which  he  has  preferredi  of  having  mismanaged  the 
national  funds.  As  far  as  this  charge  is  founded  upoa 
the  particular  transactions  which  have  formed  ths 
subject  of  the  foregoing  observations,  it  is  |>resumed 
to  be  sufliciently  refuted.  *  The  onky  remaining  groaod 
of  charge  then  is,  the  measure  of  employing  the  Stsic 
banks  as  depositories  of  the  public  mooeya  in  ths 
Western  country. 

-  The  drcumstanees  by  which  this  raeasore  was  ren- 
dered necessary,  and  the  views  with  which  it  wai 
adopted  under  tho  sanction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  have  already  been  explained  in  ths 
Secretary's  report;  of  the  14th  February,  182S,  and  in 
his  letter  to  the  select  committee,  of  the  Mth  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1623,  to  which  a  reference  is  now  veqnested. 
It  may  be  proper,  however,  to  remark  here,  that, 
throughout  the  Western  country,  a  general  and  se- 
vere distress  had  followed  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments.  On  the  part  of  the  Treasury,  every  dis- 
position had  been  entertained  to  make  tbe  demsads 
of  the  Government  prMs  lightly  on  a  suflering  people. 
With  this  view  the  Receivers  and  Collectore  had  been 
authorisedf  generally,  to  receive  in  payments  to  the 
United  States  all  the  specie  paying  hank  notes  m  cir- 
culation ;  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  8utcs  had 
liberally  seconded  the  views  of  the  Treaaaiy,  by  aa- 
thorixing  the  reception  of  these  iiinda  Aon  the  Re- 
ceivers and  CoUectors.  This  experiment,  though  it 
gave  relief  to  the  public  debtors,  had  been  found  in- 
jurious to  the  welfare  of  the  bank ;  and,  hy  a  proper 
regard  for  its  own  safety,  that  insttlatiod  oonssdered 
itself  donstiipiined  to  decline  the  reception  of  sJmost  all 
of  those  fonda  which  form  the  currency  of  thst  portion 
of  the  country,  and  of  those  which  alone  iteouw  pre* 
dcntly  take,  scaroelv  any  were  in  dteulalion.  What 
effect  this  change  had  upon  the  state  of  things  may 
be  inferred  fiom  a  few  extracts  from  some  of  the  ooa- 
raunications  which  were  about  that  time  made  to  ^ 
Seeretary  in  relation  to  the  subject. 

«  The  debtors  of  the  United  fiutes,"  say  the  Direct- 
ors of  the  Bank  ,of  Vincennes^  in  their  memorial  of 
the  9th  January,  1819,  *^  in  the  Western  oonot^, 
labor  under  distressing  and  ahnoat  insuperable  difr 
culties  in  meeting  their  engagements;  not  ao  modi 
from  the  went  of  means ;  as  fi-om  the  acaieitj  of  sack 
funds  as  are  receivable  in  payment  of  public  lands. 
Should  the  country  continue  in  its  preaent  eituatioB 
with  respect  -  to  these  fonds,  many  an  honest  citixeo, 
many  an  industrious  former,  who  has  migrated  toihii 
country,  and  has  paid  his  last  eighty  dollars  as  a  first 
instalment  on  his  quarter  section  of  land,  will  be  eoni- 
polled,  at  the  end  of  five  yeafs,  to  leave  hia  fovorata 
spot*  his  cabin,  and  all  the  comibrtable  improvements, 
which  the  labor  of  his  own  hands  haa  acquired,  and 
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with  his  wife  and  children,  seek  a  new  home,  without 
money  to  procure  it.  And  why  1  Because  the  pro- 
duce of  hie  farm,  although  he  may  ha^e  an  abundance 
to  spare,  will  not  command  such  funds  as  Govorn- 
ment  demand  for  the  completion  of  his  payments. 
Other  representations,  which  are  herewith  transmitted, 
from  Senators  and  Kepresentatives,  whose  character 
is  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  the  truth  of  their  sCateo 
naents,  corroborate  these  Trews.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Her- 
Tick,  in  a  letter  of  the  Uth  of  March,  1818,  considers 
the  adoption  of  some  measure  on  the  subject  as  desir- 
able, as  well  with  a  tiew  to  relieve  the  people,  as  to 
preserre  their  alfieetions  for  the  present  administration 
of  the  General  Goyemment  The  Hon.  Waller  Tay« 
lor,  in  a  letter  of  the  81st  March,  1818,  encloses  a 
letter  from  a  respectable  soaree,  stating  that  twenty 
per  cent,  had  been  given  by  those  who  had  payments 
to  make  in  the  land  offices,  to  obtain  such  money  as 
would  be  received ;  that  few  entries  of  land  were  made ; 
and  that  many  who  had  come  from  a  distance  to  enter 
land,  had  gone  away  without  doing  so,  because  the 
money  they  had  brought,  though  consisting  of  Ae 
notes  of  banks  of  established  oharacter,  could  not  be 
reeeiTed.  And  Mr.  Taylor  concurs  fn  opinion,  that 
the  operation  of  the  existing  system  was  pnjudicial  to 
the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  as  well  as  the  citizens 
of  the  State.  In  a  joint  letter  addressed  to  the  Secre" 
tary,  on  the  I8th  April,  181^,  by  fourteen  Western 
members  ef  Congress,  viz ;  the  Hon.  Joseph  Desha, 
William  H.  Harrison,  Robert  Moore,  Henry  Baldwin, 
IVilliam  Hendricks,  Jataies  Neble,  WaMer  Taylor, 
Bichard  C.  Anderson,  Levi  Barber,  Thomas  Speed, 
John  W.  Campbell,  Ssmuel  Herrick,  Peter  Hitchcock, 
and  Philemon  Beecher;  these  gentleman  all  concur 
in  stating*  that  **  evetj  mail  from  the  West  brings  us 
the  complaints  and  requests  of  the  people,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  pecuniary  state  of  our  country ;"  and  they 
oenclttde,  by  recommending,  as  a  measure  of  vital  im- 
portance, J^e  redemption  of  s«ch  Western  paper  of 
speeie*-paying  banks,  as  were  in  good  credit.  The 
Hon.  J.  McLean,  of  Illinois,  in  a  letter  of  the  0th  of 
Jane,  1819,  speaking  of  one  of  the  districts  in  that 
State,  makes  the  following  Irepresentation :  "I  am 
well  assured,  from  my  own  knowledge,  and  the  letters 
of  respectable  gentlemen  in  that  part  of  tht  country, 
that,  tr  every  note  that  ^ill  be  received  in  payment  of 
land,  and  every  dollar  of  specie  that  is  in  the  country, 
were  in  the  bands  of^  those  indebted  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  land,  it  would  be  insufficient  to  enable  more 
than  one  tenth  man  of  our  settlers  to  comply  with  his 
engagement.  '  I  almost  daily  receive  letters  from  the 
people  of  Shawneetown  Land  District,  and  of  that 
part  of  lIKnois  included  in  the  Vineennes  District,  sta- 
ting that  they  are  in  a  situation  truly  ilistressing,  and 
that,  nnlcsa  there  be  some  amelioration  in  the  direc- 
tions to  the  Receivers,  that  the  time  is  but  very  shorty 
until  they  expect  to  see  the  little  farm  and  dwelling 
they  have  provided  for  the  support  and  shelter  of  them- 
selves and  family,  torn  from  them  by  the  merciless  ava- 
ricious speculator*  I  am  sorry  to  be  constrained  to 
say,  that  their  apprehensions  are  but  too  justly  predi^ 
cated,  and  that  they  represent  facts.'* 

These  are  letters  wkich  have  presented  themselves 
on  a  hasty  reference  to  the  files  of  the  Department.  It 
is  well  remembered,  however,  that  numerous  and  ear- 
nest personal  representations  were  made  by  other 
gentlemen  in  Congress,  both  as  to  the  pecuniary  dis- 
tresses of  the  Western  country,  and  the  necessity  of  a 
change  in  the  existing  regulations.  Representations 
like  these,  ceuld  not  be  received  with  indifference.    It 
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is  to  be  recollected,  also,  that,  at  the  time  when  this 
state  of  things  existed,  the  debt  due  for  public  lands 
amounted  to  about  twenty  millions  of  dollars;  the 
greatest  part  of  which  had  been  contracted  duriug  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments.  Upon  mature  reflec- 
tion, therefore,  and  with  the  apjnrobation  of  the  Presi- 
jlent,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  make  the  arrange- 
ments with  the  Western  banks,  which  are  the  subject 
of  Mr.  Edwards's  condemnation. 

The  details  of  these  arrangements  are  so  fully  ex- 
hibited in  the  Secretary's  former  communications  on 
the  subject,  that  it  is  not  thought  necessary  here  to 
explain  them. 

As  hr  tA  the  interests  of  the  people,  and  of  the 
Treasury,  were  concerned,  it  is  believed  that  those  ar- 
rangements were  not  merely  defensible,  but  commend- 
able. As  fkr  as  the  nleasure  affected  the  interests  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  is  believed  to  be 
equally  deserving  of  approbation.  In  a  letter  written 
by  the  Secretaiy  to  the  President  of  that  institution, 
on  the  14th  September,  1819,  h^  thus  explained  the 
motives  which,  as  far  as  the  bank  was  concerned,  in- 
fluenced his  course  on  the  subject : 

**  It  has  been  my  constant  endeavori  for  more  than 
twelve  months  past,  to  prevent,  as  far  as  practicable, 
all  collision  between  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Stato  banks ;  at  far  at  least  as  that  coMtsion 
might  be  connected  with  the  transactions  pf  this  De- 
partment. It  ip  not  my  intention^  therefore,  to  give 
drafts  upon  the  State  banks  for  public  'money,  with- 
out previously  arranging  with  them  the  mode  of 
payment 

'* Acting  upon  the  same  principle,  I  have  endeavored, 
in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  to  make  arrange- 
ments with  the  State  banks  in  the  Western  States, 
by  whieh  t]iey  should  become  the  depositories  of  the 
public  money  collected  in  that  section  of  the  Union. 
I  considered  the  depositee  there  positively  injurious' to 
the  bank,  for  the  following  reasons,  viz : 

^  1st.  That  the  offices  bad  already  extended  their 
discounts  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  further  than  was 
consistent  with  the  interest  of  the  bank. 

**  Sd.  That  every  dollar  deposited  in  them  on  ac- 
count of  the  Government,  that  could  not  be  disbursed 
there,  would  have  to  be  employed  in  discounts,^  or 
transferred  to  the  bank  in  Philadelphia,  or.  its  Eastern 
offices. 

**  3d.  Thut  owing  to  the  state  of  exchange,  tl^ns- 
Ibrs  could  only  be  made  by  the  transportation  of  specie 
across  the  mountains. 

*'  4th.  That,  owing  to  the  geographical  position  of 
Kentucky  and  Ohio,  the  public  expenditure  would  be. 
extremely  limited. 

'*  5th.  That  the  transportation  of  specie  from  the 
Western  to  the  Eastern  States,  by  tiie  bank,  invaria- 
bly had  produced,  and  would  continue  to  produce,  ir- 
ritation in  the  public  mind  against  the  bAnk. 

*'An  additional  reason  for  endeavoring  to  make 
State  banks  in  that  section  of  the  Union  the  deposito- 
ries of  the  public  money,  was  te,  increase  the  receipts, 
by  enabling  the  public  debtors  to  pay  in  the  notes 
of  speeie-f syiog  banks,  which  would  not  be  re- 
ceived by  them,  without  increasing  that  collision, 
which  it  was  my  desire  to  diminish.'^ 

These  views,  it  is  faielieved,  were  too  just,  not  to 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  distinguished  individual 
who  presided  over,  and  of  the  enlightened  Board 
which  then  directed  t^e  afiairs  of,  that  itostitution. 
Accordingly,  Mr.  Chaves,  in  his  answer  of  the  6th 
October,  1819,  thus  expresses  himself:  •'The  Board 
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entirely  concnn  with  you  in  the  views  you  take,  as  to  t  sent  Secretary's  administration  of  the  DepartDoiU 


the  Government  collections  and  deposites  in  the  West- 
ern States,  which  they  believe  to  be  calculated  to  ease 
the  moneyed  pressure  on  that  portion  of  the  country, 
as  well  as  to  meet  the  interests  of  the  Government, 
and  relieve  the  bank  from  embarrassing  coUisions  with 
local  banking  institutions." 

It  happened,  however,  that,  in  three  of  the  places 
where  tne  banks  were  situated,  with  which  the  Secre- 
tary had  made  these  arrangements,  branches  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  were  also  established.  By 
the  charter  of  that  bank,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
taiy  to  have  stated  to  Congress,  at  its  next  session, 
the  reasons,  why  he  had  directed  deposites  of  the 
public  money  to  be  made  in  these  three  banks.  This 
statement,  through  inadvertence,  was  not  made,  as  the 
Secretary  has  stated  in  his  letter  of  the  24th  February, 
1838,  to  the  select  committee  of  the  House.  But,  as 
a  full  explanation  of  the  motives  of  these  arrange- 
ments had  been  made  tp  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  whos^  interests  it  was  the  object  of  that  pro- 
vision in  the  charter  to  guard,  and  as  that  instilutioh 
had  approved  of  the  arrangements,  and  as  the  arrange* 
ments  themselves  had  been  published  in  various  news- 
papers ;  and  as  the  facts  which  were  to  be  reported  to 
Congress  were  of  general  notoriety,  it  is  submitted, 
whether  the  Secretaiy  could  have  had  any  motive  for 
withholding  the  formal  communication  of  the  infor- 
mation to  Congress,  * 

On  the  policy  of  the  measure  adopted  by  the  Secre- 
tary in  the  employment  of  the  Western  banks,  it  is 
presumed  there  can  be  no  doubt.  That  it  has  not 
been  entirely  successful,  is  considered  to  be  a  sul)ject 
rather  of  regret  than  of  censure.  Bui  that  it  has  been 
mainly  beneficial  it  is  thought  will  not  be  denied  by 
those  who  candidly  examine  the  subject  in  all  its 
bearings.  And  although  very  little  ultimate  loss  is 
expected,  yet  if  the  whole  sum  now  due  by  those  banks 
which  have  stopped  payment  were  to  be  lost,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  advantages  which  have  resulted  to  the 
country  will  have  been  cheaply  purchased  at  that  cost. 

As  some  misunderstanding  in  respect  to  the  special 
deposites  seems  to  prevail  in  the  public  mind,  result- 
ing from  the  misrepresentations '  that  have  been  made 
on  the  subject,  it  may  be  proper  to  take  this  occasion 
to  remove  it. 

About  the  time  that  the  present  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  took  charge  of  that  Department,  the  special 
deposits  amounted  to  upwards  of  three  milJfons  of  dol- 
Isn,  being,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1816,  $3,031,459, 
all  of  which  has  since  been  converted  into  cash  funds, 
except  $2'9 1,803,  At  the  date  of  the  Secretary's  report 
of  the  22d.February,  1833,  the  amount  of  the  special 
deposite  was  $927,107,  including  the  $291,803  above 
mentioned.  Of  this  sum  of  $927,107,  about  $64,000 
liave  since  been  paid.*  Hence,  it  appears,  that  of 
the  whole  sum  now  on  special  deposite,  only  about 
$571,000,  Including  the  sum  di^e  by  the  defaulting 
Western  banks,  have  become  special  during  the  pre 


•  This  mim  consisti  of  tSttSO  76  recefred  froi^  ihe  Mivnt  Ex 
Kaotuckr,  at  LouisTllle. 


porting  Company,  il8»736  &  fr»m  the  Bank  of  HnntsviUe,  and 

"  "  ihe 

the   special  deposite  the  sum  due  by  the  Bank  of  Columbia, 


lay 
|40^943  38  In  diachane  of  the  deU  due  by  the  Bianch  Bank  or 
cr.  at  LouisTllle. 
It  la  believed,  however,  that  it  will  now  be  proper  to  include  in 


amouniing  to  •278,361  87 ;  of  iliia  aum,  all  but  forty  thousand  dol- 
lar! were  special  wben  the  ^re*eni  Secretary  camo  into  the  Trea- 
sury, and  was  placed  in  tbta  bank  )br  the  purpose  of  being  con* 
veiled  Into  caslk  funds,  as  stated  in  the  Secretary's  r«pon  of  the 
14ih  of  February,  1632.  Having  effected  this  object,  the  bank-  Is 
nat  now  in  a  condition  to  refund  tlie  money,  but  an  arrangenxent 
has  beeti  made  by  which  the  psynent  of  it,  with  interest,  has 
been,  it  is  believed,  well  tieeured« 


When  it  is  considered  that  this  embraces  a  period  of 
about  seven  years,  during  which  great  disorders  hm 
existed,  and  a  great  revolution  has  been  effected  in  tlii 
currency,  and  during  Which  upwards  of  one  hoDdnd 
and  sixty-three  millions  of  dollars  have  been  paid  iito 
the  Treasury,  exclusive  of  loans  and  Trsasury  notai; 
and  that  of  this  sum,  upwards  of  twenty-one  milJioiii 
and  a  half  of  dollart  having  been  received  froa  the 
sale  of  lands,  and  internal  duties  and  taxes  mast  htn 
been  collected  in  those  portions  of  the  country  when 
the  greatest  disorders^  existed ;  when  these  circaa- 
stances  are  considered,  it  is  helieved  that  the  nb 
which  has  become  uncurrent  during  the  Secrettij'i 
administration  of  the  Treasury,  instead  of  fomidiiDi 
ground  either  of  censure  or  surprise  by  its  msgoitsde, 
Justifies  the  conclusion,  that  in  this  respect,  u  hi 
trusts  will  be  found  the  case  in  all  others,  the  Seen* 
tary  of  the  Treasury  has  not  mientaaged  the  nttioaai 
funds. 

In  conclusion,  the  Secretaiy  has  the  honor  to  stite, 
that,  although  it  is  believed  that  every  material  chugf 
contained  in  the  addreaa  of  Mr.  Edwards  has  now  bm 
satisfactorily  explained,  yet  if,  4n  the  opibienefthe 
committee,  any  further  explanation  be  deemed  Deeei' 
sary,  it  will  a&rd  him  pleasure  to  give  it,  either  per- 
sonally or  in  writing. 

WM,  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Mr.  LiTiNQSTON  moTed  that  the  report  be  laid 
on  the  table,  and  printed. 
.  Mr.  FoRSYTB  hoped  that  a  copy  would  beieot, 
by  order  of  the  House,  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

The  question  was  divided,  and  being  first  put  on 
laying  the  report  on  the  table,  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  Cook  expressed  ad  intention  to  address  the 
House,  should  the  report  be  called  op  for  coosid- 
eratiouy  and  hoped  it  would  be  printed  in  time 

The  question  oil  printing  was  then  pot,  ni 
carried. 

Mr*  LiTitrosTON  then  offered,  by  direclira  of 
the  committee,  the  following : 

"Ordered^  That  the  comniittee,  to  which  wm  refer- 
red the  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards,  be  nqiiired  10  st 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  House,  for  soch  tiat  u 
shall  be  necessary,  in  their  judgment,  &r  further  ex- 
amination ;  that  any  additional  report  which  omj  be 
made  by  them,  be  filed  in  the  ofifice  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
House;  and  that  any  three  members  oftheconu&iuee 
be  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  businsa*" 

Mr.  WiLLiAMB  wished  that  the resolnttonshoQU 
be  suffered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  on^day. 

Mr.  Taylor  hoped  that  the  House  was  prepared 
to  act  on  the  resolution  without  delay. 

Mr,  McDuFnE  ntoTed  to  lay  it  op  the  ubk; 
and,  the  question  being  put,  it  was  carried— ayes » 
,  Mr.  FoRSTTH  then  moved  that  acoby  of  ths 
report  be  transmitted  by  the  Glerk  of  this  How 
.  to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  He  ob- 
served, that  the  same  courtesy  which  bad  diciaw 
the  former  communication,  when  the  roemorttl 
was  presented,  and  the  committee  bad  sent  for  Mi. 
Edwards,  was  proper  on  the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  that,  with  great  deference 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  U  ap- 
peared to  him  that,  when  the  resolution  P^P^ 
in  the  report  of  the  committee  should  be  adopted, 
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it  would  then  be  proper  to  make  such  communi- 
cation, but  not  in  the  present  sta^e  of  proceeding. 
Mr.  Forsyth  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
he  offered  on  the  table,  till  the  determination  of 
the  House  with  respect  to  that  reported  by  the 
committee  should  be  known. — Agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  LAND  DEBT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  House  took  up  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  to  provide  for  the  extinguish- 
inent  of  the  public  debt  due  to  the  United  States 
by  the  purchasers  of  public  lands. 

nr.  U.  offered  an  amendment,  .which  goes  to 
extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  a  class  of  set- 
tlers not  now  included  in  its  relief:  and  supported 
it  by  a  course  ot  observations  explanatory  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Vancb,  of  Ohio,  proposed  to  amend  it  by 
confining  its  operations  to  a  diQerent  class.      , 

Mr.  Cook  objected  to  this  amendment,  as  lear- 
ins  a  descrying  class  of  sufferers  without  any  re- 
lief. 

Mr.  Yang^  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  to  modify  his  amendment,  by  a  proviso, 
guarding  it  from  misapplication. 

Mr.  Rankin  spoke  m  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Cook. 

When,  it  beinj;  found  that  a  quohim  was'  not 

5 resent,  a  call  oi  the  House  was  mored,  and  or- 
ered. 

The  roll  was  called,  in  part,  accordingly,  when 
a  quorum  appearing,  the  farther  call  was  dispensed 
with. 

The  debate  was  then  resumed  by  Messrs.  Cook, 
Wood,  McArthur,  McCoy.  Whipple,  and  Liv- 
BRMORE}  when  all  the  amenaments  were  rejected. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

ARKANSAS  BOUNDARY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conway  the  House,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Sharpe  in  the  Chair,) 
considered  the  bill  to  ^t  the- western  boundary  line 
of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

On  this  bill  an  linimated  debate  of  considerable 
extent  arose,  in  which  Mr.  Rankin  opposed  the 
extension  of  the  present  boundary  of  that  Terri- 
tory, as  yiolating  the  provision  of  Indian  treaties, 
as  giving  an  improper  size  to  the  future  State  into 
which  thu  Territory  will  soon  be  formed.  He 
denied  the  right  of  the  settlers  to  the  lands  they 
occupied,  and  contended  that  that  Territory  ought 
to  afford  a  resting  place  to  the  Indians  from  the 
eiftstern  side  of  the  Mississippi,  dec. 

Mr.  Conway  remonstrated  with  warmth  against 
forty  thousand  Choctaw  Indians  turned  inanaong 
the  settlements  of  Arkansas,  to  turn  out  those  who 
had  subdued  the  wilderness,  and  were  surrounded 
with  improvements,  the  fruit  of  their  own  labor, 
fields,  mills,  cotton  factories,  distilleries,  4^c.  He 
contended  that  the  limits  of  the  Territory  should 
be  removed  farther  to  the  West,  to  allow  room  for 
these  Indians,  having  a  separate  home  from  the 
whites,  dbc.,  and  to  give  strength  to  Arkansas  as 
a  future  frontier  State. 

Mr.  Wooo  made  some  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  bill. 

Mr.  CoMWAT  explained. 


Mr.  Clay  advocated  the  passage  of  the  bill- 
represented  the  hardshius  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  settlers — considerea  the  new  Territories  as 
younger  daughters  in  the  common  federative  fam- 
ily, and,  as  such,  entitled  to  an  indulgent  policy — 
denied  that  the  size  of  the  erritory  must  neces- 
sarily govern  the  size  of  the  fiiture  State  to  be 
formed  out  of  it,  and  even  if  it  did,  he  urged  the 
policv  of  making  Arkansas  a  strong  frontier  State. 
The  Dill  only  asks  the  Indians  to  consent  to  remove 
the  line  farther  west,  and  does  not  violate  any 
treaty.  It  had  received  the  deliberate  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate,  and  he  hoped  it  would  pass 
this  House. 

Mr.  Rankin  rejoined.  If  this  extension  of  the 
limits  be  allowed,  the  whole  must  be  received  as 
a  State,  or  a  smalt  section  of  its  western  part  must 
remain  (probably  forever ]|  a  Territory,  or  else  the 
Indians  must  be  driven  still  farther  west. 

Mr.  Clat  responded.  If  Louisiana  was  not  as 
large  as  the  gentleman  could  wish,  it  was  an  ar- 
gument rather  for  than  against  this  bill.  He  (Mr. 
C.)  bad  opposed  the  treaty  by  which  Texas  was 
ceded,  ana  Louisiana  consequently  reduced  in  ex- 
tent. If  Louisiana  was  comparatively  weak,  the 
greater  need  that  the  adjoining  frontier  State 
shotild  be  a  strong  one. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  Wood, 
Mr.  F.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Isacks,  when  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House ;  and, 
the  question  .being  put  on  its  final  passage,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative — ayes  52,  noes  56. 

Two  Messages  were  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  \  the  one  transmitting  an  ad- 
ditioii  to  the  Digest  of  Foreign  Commercial  Law, 
previously  transmitted^^the  other,  certain  docu- 
ments called  for  in  relation  to  foreign  spoliations 
on  our  commerce,  &c. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  May  20. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  rep- 
resentative of  Thomas  Robinson,  deceased,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  k  third  time  this  day. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  were  referred  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  amendatory  of  an  act  to  incorporate  the 
inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington,  passed 
the  15th  of  May,  1820,"  reported  their  agreement 
to  the  same.  The  amendments  were  then  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  Mitchell,  agent  of  prisoners  of 
war  at  Halifax,  with  a  further  amendment,  order- 
ing certain  parts  of  his  account  to  be  settled  on 
principles  of  equity,  and  a  balance  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars  passed  to  his  credit,  (lost  by  the  ab- 
sconding of  a  third  person,)  were  concurred  in. 

The  resolution,  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Can- 
nRBLENO,  calling  for  information  with  respect  to 
the  amount  of  French  spc^iations,  was  called  up, 
and  being  by  the  mover  amended  so  as  to  extend 
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to  thirty  instead  of  eight  years,  was  adopted  by 
tbe  House. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMfl^  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Ckims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Seaate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Joseph  Forrest,"  reported  the  same  with- 
out  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  yesterday,  by 
Mr.  Stewart,  was  taken  up,  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  Jhe  House,  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

lUtoked,  That  th«  Secretary  ef  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  House,  at  the  neit  soMion  of 
CoDgreaSf  the  amoant  of  lotses  sustained,  daring  the 
last  thirty  years,  upon  bonds  given  for  the  duties  upon 
imports,  distinguiahittg  the  amount  in  each  year ;  and 
to  state  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  measures 
should  be  ad6pted  by  Congress,  to  prevent  similar 
losses  in  future ;  and^  also,  what  effect  the  total  re- 
peal, or  a  limitation,  of  the  credits,  now  given  far 
said  duties,  would,  in  his  opinion,  have  upon  the  rev- 
enue. 

Mr.  Hamilton  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration  to  morrow,  viz : 

Xemdvedy  Thai  the  Secretaiy  of  die  War  Depart- 
aent  be  instructed  to  lay  before  Congreaa,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a 
sUtement  of  the  present  state  of  the  works  st  Daa- 
phin  Island,  and  of  die  materials  which  were  collected 
at  that  point ;  as  well,  also,  a  stetement  of  the  proba- 
ble loss  which  the  country  may  have  susUined  from 
the  suspension  of  said  works ;  and  that  he,  moreover, 
be  instructed  to  submit  a  plan  and  estimate  for  the 
works  to  be  erected  on  Dauphin  Island ;  provided,  the 
Executive  should  sfill  deem  such  fortifications  ne- 
cessary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  representative  of  Thomas  Rob- 
inson, deceased,"  .was  read  tbe  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  made  on  the 
24th  instant,  on  memorials  and  petitions  upon  the 
snbject  of  spoliations  on  the  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  committed  by  authority  of  the  French 
Qovernment ;  whereupon,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House,  at  the  next 
session,  as  early  as  the  public  interest  will  permit, 
the  correspondence  which  may  have  been  held  with 
the  Government  of  France,  prior  to  that  time,  on 
the  subject  of  injuries  sustained  by  citizens  of 
the  United  States  since  the  year  1806. 

A  message  from  the  House  informed  the  Sen- 
ate that  they  have  passed  bills  of  this  House,  of 
the  following  titles,  with  amendments,  viz:  An 
net  authorizmg  the  employment  of  additional 
clerks,  and  certain  messengers  and  assistants,  aad 
other  persons,  in  the  several  departments ;  An  act 
making  further  appropriations  for  the  military  I 
service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1824, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  [Indian  affairs.]  An  act 
to  authorize  tbe  building  of  lighthouses,  light- 
vessels,  and  beacons,  therein  mentioned,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  An  act  enabling  the  claimants  to 
land  within  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory 


of  Arkansas  to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the 
▼alidity  of  their  claims;  m  which  ameadmenu 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  last  mentioned,  was  read  and  concurred  ia  bf 
the  House. 

Tbe  amendments  proposed  bf  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  authorize  the  building  of 
lighthouses,  light- vessels,  and  beacons,  therein 
mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes,"  were  read} 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the  employmeot 
of  additional  clerks,  and  certain  messengers  and 
assistants,  and  Other  persons,  in  the  several  De 

ertments,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
ouse. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  *^An  act  making  further  appropri- 
ations for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1824,  and  for  other  purposes,"  were 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  tbe  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of 
Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris,"  was  ukeo 
up.  Tbe  report  of  a  committee  in  the  case  was 
read.  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Baabour  stated 
the  history  of  the  transactions  to  which  the  bill 
alludes.  The  latter  gentleman  advocated  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  and  tbe  former  opposed  it  sir* 
Warfibld,  Mr.  STB0NG,Mr.  Hamilton,  and  Mr. 
Cocke,'  further  opposed,  and  Mr.  McCot  advo- 
cated the  paiisage  of  the  bill ;  when,  on  molion  of 
Mr.  Strong,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress. Leave  was  refused  to  sit  again,  and  (he 
bill  was  laid  on  th6  table — ^ayes  65,  noes  41. 

Mr.  Whipple,  from  tbe  Committee  oo  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  a  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  comouh 
nicating  a  re[)ort  from  Alexander  Haoiiltos,  a 
land  commissioner  in  Florida,  made  a  report 
thereon ;  which  was  read ;  whereon,  it  wu 

JUaolved^  That  the  PrasideDt  of  the  UuM  Stetes 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  prepand  and  trisssittid 
to  the  Commistionen  for  the  ex«ininsti<Mi  of  cliiaw 
and  titles  to  Uads  in  Florida,  such  iaatfactiQOf  toacli* 
ing  their  powers,  and  the  performance  of  Unit  dsliet* 
under  the  etialiDg  lawt,  as  he  may  deem  seeemi;, 
from  an  examination  of  the  report  of  Alexander  Han* 
ilton^  one  of  tbe  Commissioners,  and  the  report  of  the 
other  two  Commissioners  for  Bast  Florida. 

Beaolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Uoiled  Stal» 
be  reqaetted  to  adopt  such  means  as  he  may  liaea 
Decessary  for  the  safe-keeping  and  aecority  of  tho 
public  records  of  the  Spanish  CK^vemmeat,  in  relation 
to  lands  in  Florida. 

ARKANSAS  BOUNDARY. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Ross,  that  the 
House  do  reconsider  the  ?ote,  taken  yesterday,  os 
the  question,  Shall  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line 
of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  pur- 
noses,"  be  read  a  third  time  ?  and  on  the  question, 
Will  the  House  reconsider  the  said  vote  ?  it  pasttd 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  again  put,  Shall  the  hill  be 
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read  a  third  time  ?  and  passed  in  the  affirmatire. 
To-day  was  then  assigned  for  the  third  reading 
of  the  said  bill.  The  bill  was,  accordingly,  read 
a  third  time.  And,  on  the  question,  Shall  it  pass  ? 
it  passed  in  the  affirmatiye— yeas  70,  nays  58,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Meun.  Abbot,  Adsms,  Alexander  of  Vs., 
Alexander  of  TeDnenee»  J.  8.  Barbour,  Breck,  Brent, 
Backner,  Cocke,  Oondict,  Cook,  Crstg,  Cushmsn, 
Findlay,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward,  Harris, 
Henry,  Holoombe,  Houston,  Inghsm,  Isscks,  Jenkins, 
Jennings,  F.  Johnson,  Kent,^  Kidder,  Kremer,  Law- 
rence, Leftwicb,  Lttcbfisld,  Little,  Livermore,  Livings* 
Ion,  McArtiiur,  McDuffie,  McKtm,  Martindale,  Met- 
calfe, Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
Moore  of  Kentucky,  Nesle,  Patterson  of  PennsyWanis, 
Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plomer  of  Pennsylvania,  Reynolds, 
Richards,  Rich,  Rose,  Ross,  Scott,  SJoane,  Stsndefet, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Steph/eoson,  Stewart,  Strong,  SWan, 
Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Taylor,  Test,  Udree,  Van  Wyck, 
AVarfield,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  James  Wilson, 
and  Henry  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bartlett,  Beedier,  Blair,  Cambre- 
leng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Cary,  Cobb,'  Crafts, 
Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Duriee,  Dwinell,  Dwifht,  Eddy, 
Foote  of  New  York,  Forfy th.  Frost,  Gatlin,  Oist,  Gur- 
ley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Hi^rvey,  Hayden,  Hobart,  Hoge* 
boom.  Hooks,  Lee,  Lincoln,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  Matlack,  Matson,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Nel- 
90Bt  NewUm,  Plnmer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett, 
Rankin,'  Reed,  Sharpe,  Alexander  Smyth,  Speight, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tom- 
linson,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 


Whipple,  WhUman^  WilUams  of  Virginia,  Wilson  of 
tfottth  Carolina,  Wood,  and  Wright. 

CASB  OF  NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

Mr.  LiviNOSTON  moved  for  the  consideration 
of  the  res<^ution  reported  yesterday  bv  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation  in  the  case  of  Ninian  Ed- 
wards.   Carried--aye8  83,  noes  26. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth  mo^ed  to  amend  the  resoiation 
by  striking  out  so  much  of  it  as  provides  that  three 
members  shall  be  a  quorum  of  the  cpmmittee-7 
carried. 

Mr.  F0R8YTB  moved  farther  to  amend  the  res- 
olution by  addinfl  a  clause'  directing  that  a  copy 
of  the  committee's  report  and  accompanying  doc- 
uments be  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  amend  this  amendment  by 
including  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  Congress  in  relation  to  his  transactions  with 
the  Western  banks ;  the  correspondence  laid  before 
Congress  on  that  subject,  ana  the  report  in  rela- 
tion to  the  illegal  introduction  of  Africans  into 
the  United  States,  among  -the  papers  laid  before 
the  President.  • 

On  these  amendments  and  the  following  ques- 
tions, a  debate  arose.  The  gentleman  who  took 
part  in  it  were  Messrs.  Cook,  Forsyth,  Jen- 
HINO8,  and  Webster. 

Both  the  amendments  were  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  resolve  was 
amended  so  as  to  direct  that  the  Clerk  cause  'the 
final  report  of  the  committee  to  be  printed  and 
transmit  a  copy  to  each  member  of  the  House. 


•The  question  then  recurring  on  the  resolution 
as  amended — 

Farther  debate  took  place.  In  the  course  of  it, 
Mr.  A.  Smyth  moved  to  lay  the  resolve  on  the 
table;  which  motion  was  negatived — ayes  49, 
noes  58. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  resolution  as 
amended,  it  was  decided  ia  the  affirmative^ 
ayes  74. 

80  the  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

CLAIM  OF  BEAUMARCHAI8. 

Mr.  McDupriB  offered  the  following  resolution : 

^  Renhtd,  Thst  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  avail  himself  of  sll'the  means  in  his 
power,  to  Mc^atn  whether  any  farther  evidence  eaa 
be  obtained  in  relation  to  the  elaim  of  tlM  heirs  of 
CaroB  de  Beaomarchais ;  and  that,  if  any  each  evi« 
dence  shall  be  obtained,  that  he  commnnioate  the  same 
\o  this  House,  at  an  early  period  in  the.  next  session." 

.  Mr.  McDoppiB  stated  the  reasons  in  favor  of 
the  above  resolution  :  the  principal  of  which  waej 
a  wish  to  show  the  French  .Government  that  this 
country  is  disposed  to  do  justice  in  the  case  of  the 
Beaumarchais  claim. 

Mr.  Fobbtth  stated  that  it  formed  a  part  of 
the  instructions  of  our  Minister  to  France,  to  ne* 
gotiate  on  all  just  claims  of  citizens  of  tne  two 
nations  against  eacii  other's  Government^  which 
included  this  case,  and  that  this  proposition  was 
therefore  umiecessary.  *  • 

Mr.  McDuppiB  thought,  that,  though  this  was 


Vanoe  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Webster, .  true,  yet  it  was  expedient  to  adopt  the  resolotiou, 


to  prevent  mistaken  impressions,  which  might  be 
produced  by  the  late  vote  of  this  House  on  that 
claim. 

Mc»  Shabh:  feared  that  theresolutioii  niffht  be 
the  means  of  holding  out  false  hopes  to  the  Glaiiii' 
ant,  that  this  House  might  recognise  her  claim— 
which  were  better  prevented. 

Mr.  LivBRMOBB  observed,  that  this  would  be  the 
first  instance  of  the  chief  executive  magistrate  of 
a  country's  being  called  on  to  searcliibr  evidenct 
in  support  of  the  claim  of  a. private  foreign  citizen 
against  iiis  own  Govern meut..  He  hoped  the 
resolution  would  not  prevaiL 

The  question  being  taken  upon  agreeing  to  the 
resolution,  it  was  decided  in  toe  negative. 

8Y8TBM  OP  BANKRUPTCY,  dee. 

Mr.  Webbteb  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion :  .      ' 

lUioltfed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  establish  an  uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy  throaghdut  the  United 
Sutes. 

In  presenting  this  resolve  for  consideration^* 

Mr.  W.  said  he  presented  this  resolution  now 
with  the  intention  of  asking  the  House  to  act  upon 
it  early  at  its  next  meeting.  He  thought  the  next 
session  would  be  a  favorable  opportunity  to  settle 
this  important  question  one  way  or  the  other. 
Causes  were  understood  to  be  pending  before  the 
Sapreme  Court  in  which  the  power  of  the  States 
tp  pass  bankrupt  laws,  so  far  as  to  operate  on  sub- 
sequent contracts,  was  to  be  decided.  The  court 
having  heard  arguments  on  that  question,  and 
now  holding  the  causes  under  advisement,  a  judg- 
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ment  might  probably  be  expected  at  tbe  commence- 
ment of  the  term.  That  decision,  which  ever  way 
made,  would  present  a  fit  opportunity  for  taking 
the  sense  of  Congress  on  the  expediency  of  a  uni- 
form bankrupt  law.  If  the  decision  should  be 
against  the  power  of  the  States  to  pass  such  acts, 
then  it  might  be  hQ])ed  that  members  from  those 
States  which  had,  in  fact,  hitherto  maintained 
rach  l^ws,  might  be  willing  to  co-operate  with 
others  m  the  establishment  of  a  general  system. 
If  it  should  be  in  favor  of  the  State  authority,  on 
the  other  hand,  then  the  question  would  be,  whe- 
ther it  were  better  to  have  a  general  system,  under 
the  authority  of  this  Government^  or  a  local  sys- 
tem, in  each  State?  In  one  event,  the  question 
would  be,  between  a  general  uniform  bankrupt 
law  and  no  bankrupt  law  at  all;. in  the  other,  be- 
tween one  uniform  system  and  twenty-four  differ- 
ent and  clashing  systems.  He  had  intended  to 
present,  not  merely  a  single  resolution,  but  a  series 
of  resolutions,  describing  the  outline  of  such  a 

Sstem  as  appeared  to  him  expedient  to  adopt 
ut  other  engagements  had  not  allowed  him  suffi- 
etent  leisure,  lie  earnestly  hoped  that  members 
would  take  this  im^rtant  subject  into  considera* 
tion,  and  that  the  House  would  be  prepared  to  act 
upon  it  at  the  next  session. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  tJie  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nbwton,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  took  up  the  Senate's  amendments  to 
the  bill  '^for  the  building  of  certain  additional 
lighthouses,  light-vessels,  dbc.  After  an  extended 
discussion,  a  part  of  those  amendments  were 
agreed  to,  and  the  residue  dissented  from,  when 
the  result  was  reported  to  the  Houses 

IWhile  the  House  remained  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Clat 
rose  and  said,  that  he  would  ask  a  single  mo- 
ment's attention  of  the  Committee  whilst  he  said 
only  one  word  in  respect  to  a  resolution  which  he 
had  had  the  honor  to  present  some  time  ago.  The 
resolution  to  which  he  referred  was  that  which 
proposed  an  expression  of  the  feelings  of  Congress 
in  regard  to  an  attack  supposed  to  be  meditated 
by  Allied  Europe  upon  the  independence  of  Span- 
isn  America.  He  had  oflfered  that  resolution  in 
consequence  of  information  disclosed  in  the  Presi 
dent's  Message,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress ;  and  mo^t  certainly,  if  the  design 
imputed  to  the  Allies  had  really  been' entertained, 
every  consideration  connected  with  the  interest, 
the  safety,  and  even  the  independence  of  this 
country,  called  for  the  most  deliberate  attention 
to  his  proposition.  But  such  a  purpose,  abomina- 
ble as  It  voold  have  been,  ought  not  to  be  attri- 
buted upon  any  other  than  the  strongest  evidence. 
Events  and  circumstances,  subsequent  to  the  com- 
munication of  the  Message,  evinced,  that,  if  such 
a  purpose  were  ever  seriously  entertained,  it  had 
been  relinquished.  For  his  part,  whilst  he  was 
disposed  to  keep  a  vigilant  eye  on  every  move- 
ment of  the  Allies,  as  to  America,  and  to  be  ready 
to  give  his  feeble  co-operation  to  every  measure 
calculated  lo  repel  their  aggressions,  if  any  such 
should  be  attempted,  on  the  independence  of  any 


part  of  America,  he  was,  on  the  other  faind,  oo- 
willing  to  give  them  any  just  cause  of  offence 
against  u^.  But,  to  pass  the  resolution,  after  all 
that  has  occurred— ^in  the  absence  of  any  sufficieat 
evidence  of  their  cherishing  inimical  designs  on 
this  continent — ^mieht  be  construed  by  them  is 
unfriendlv,  if  not  offensive.  IJnder  the  fall  con- 
viction, therefore,  that  they  did  not  entertain  aoj 
purpose  so  diabolical  as  that  would  be  of  attempt- 
rag  to  reduce  Spanish  America  to  its  ancient  sub- 
jection, or  of  compelling  it  to  adopt  the  mou^ 
chical  form  of  Grovemment,  he  should  contiBoe 
to  abstain  from  pressing  upon  the  attention  of  ihe 
House  his  resolution ;  and  should  allow  it  to  sleep 
where  it  now  reposes,  on  the  table.] 

And  then  the  House  determined  to  takeareees 
tmtil  seven  o'clock,  P.  M. 

BvBNiNo  Session,  May  26. 

The  House  resumed  its  session. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  in  addition  to  the 
several  acts  regulating  naturalization"  wv  tika 
up  and  passed. 

COMMITTEE  ROOMS,  &e. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  appointed  t» 
make  distribution  of  the  rooms  in  the  Capitol  ap* 
piropriated  tq  the  use  of  the  House  of  Repraeniar 
iives,  reported  that  the  committee  had  dunibated 
tbe  rooms  in  the  following  manner : 

7b  the  Shaeaker,  No  3,  of  the  sooth  wing; 

To  the  Vommittee  o/  EUctUnu,  The  room  ia  the 
fourth  story  of  the  centre  building  over  No.  S3; 

To  the  Commiitee  of  Waye  end  Hmm,  Na.77tf 
the  south  wing ; 

To  the  Committee  of  Claims,  No*  60  of  tht  Mth 
wing ; 

To  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  No.  40ortht 
centre  building ; 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lanii,  TIm  north, 
west  corner  room  of  the  fonrth  siory  ; 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office  and  FotiSoeAf 
No.  At  of  the  centre  building  ; 

To  the  Committee  of  the  District  of  CokmHs,  Tho 
southweet  corner  of  the  buement  story; 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Judidarfft  Th«  room  ia 
the  fourth  story  over  No.  14  ; 

To  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Jtooisliosvy 
Claims,  No  69  of  the  sonth  wing ; 

To  the  Commiitee  on  PubHe  Expen£ksmy  No. 
43  of  the  centre'  building ; 

To  the  Committee  itn  Private  Land  CUmh  1^^ 
89  of  the  centre  building ; 

To  the  Committee  on  Manufaeturet,  The  looaii 
the  fourth  story  over  No.  16  ; 

To  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  The  room  in  tht 
fourth  story  over  No.  22  ; 

To  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aimre,  No.  69  of  w 
south  wing ; 

To  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  The  twbb  to 
the  right  of  the  west  entrance  on  the  basemeot itory; 

To  the  Committee  on  Naoal  Affmre,  So,  64  of  un 
south  wing ; 

To  the^  Committee  on  Forpgn  Affaire,  The  loath- 
west  corner  room  of  the  fourth  story  ; 

To  the  Committee  of  Hensaland  VhJhUtked  Bvnr 
ness,  No.  70  of  the  south  wing ; 
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To  ike  Committee  of  Aeeountst  No«  63  of  the  foolh 

The  Commiiteei  on  Expendituree  »^  the  afferent 
Vepariment$t  iball  have  toe  right  of  holding  their 
raeeiingi  in  Uie  roomi  appropriated  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  tubjecU  to  which  they  severally 
relate ; 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  House  and  his  Clerks^  Noe.  U, 
15,  16,  of  the  centre  building ; 

To  the  Sergeant  at  ArmSf  No.  3  of  the  loath  wing ; 

The  unappropriated  rooma  aball  be  lubjeet  to  fhe 
order  and  dtaposal  of  the  Speaker  until  the  /urther  or- 
der of  the  Houie. 

The  said  report  was  read ;  wfaerepon  it  was  re- 
solved that  this  House  do  agree  to  the  samew 

The  bill  ^  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  south- 
ern and  western  boundaries  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
sourij/'  was  taken  up,  at  the  urgent  instance  of 
Mr.  Scott,  and  passed. 

The  bill  *^  tp  complete  the  surveys  of  the  harbor 
of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  St.  Mary's  in 
Georgia,  and  the  coast  of  Florida,  and  for  other 
purposes^"  wa6  taken  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poin- 
sett, and  passed.  y 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Whipple,  it  was 
Betolved,  That  all  the  bills  which  have  bieen 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  but  which,  owing  to  a . 
rule  of  the  House,  cannot  .be  transmitted  to  the 
Senate,  be  ppsfpoivsd  to  the  first  Monday  of  No- 
vember next. 

The  bill  *'  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  agamst  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  taken  upi  on 
request  of  Mr.  Scott,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  to  authorize  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  sell  and  convey  cer- 
tain tracts  of  land  granted  to  said  State,  for  the 
use  of  the  people  thereof;  and  the  bill  authorizing 
the  repayment,  for  land,  erroneously  sold  by  the 
United  States ;  which  bills  were,  on  Monday,  the 
24th  instant,'  order^  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time,  respectively,  be  read'  the  third  time  on 
the  second  Monday  of  Dec^ber  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into- a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  .on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
**An,act  supplementary  to  an  act,  passed  on  the 
13th  of  June,  1812,  entitled  <An  act  making  further 
provision  for  settling  the  claims  to  land  in  the 
Territory  of  Missouri ;"  which  was  reported  with 
amendments;  which  were  read  and  concurred  in 
hy  the  House,  and  the  amendmen^ts  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to-day. 
Mr.  CoNDiCT  cnoved  the  following  resolution  • 
Reedoed,  Thsjt  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  in- 
atraded  to  inquire,  and  report  to  this  Houae  at  the 
commenceneUt  of  (he  next  seaaion  of  Congress^  what 
are  the  material  cauies  of  those  fatal  disasters,  which 
have  so  frequently -pccurred  on  board  steamboats,,  in 
the  waters  of  the  United  States ;  and  what  regulations 
may,  in  his  opinion,  afford  better  security  to  the  lives 
of  passengers  and  crdws :  And  for  the  purpose  of  this 
inquiry,  the  Secretary  is  hereby  authorised  to  call  to  his 
assistance  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  engineers, 
and  others,  skilled  in  narigating  and  constructing  ves- 
sels propelled  by  fire  or  steam. 
The  rule,  which  requires  that  a  proposition  re- 


questing information  to  be  furnished  by  the  Head 
of  an  Executive  Department  shall  lie  on  the  table 
one  day,  for  consideration,  being:,  in  the  case  of 
the  above  resolution,  dispensed  with,  by  the  unan* 
imous  consent  of  the  House : 

The  question  was  taken  to  agree  to  the  said 
resolution,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  was  directed  to  make  the'  same  compensa* 
tion  to  the  eztr^  decks,  employed  to  expedite  the 
engrossing  and  enrolling  the  bills  of  the  House,  as 
has  heretofore  been  allowed  by  the  committee,  for 
similar  services. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  su|H 
plementary  to  an  act  passed  on  the  13th  June,  1812, 
entitled  'An  act  making  further  provision  for  set* 
tUag  the  claims  to  land  in  the  Terrilory  of  Mis- 
souri," was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
amendments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor, 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  cause  to 
be  prepared  a  list  of  all  business  remaining  unde* 
termined,  which,  by  an  existing  rule,  is  .to  be  re^ 
sumed,  in  the  state. in  which  the  same  now  is, 
and  acted  juppn  at  the  next  session  of  Congress; 
designating  that  which  is  committed  from  that 
which  is  laid  on  the  table ;  and  that  a  copy  of  said 
list,  when  printed,  be  forwarded  by  mail  to  each 
member  of  this  House. 


Tbdrsdat,  May  27. 

The  House  met  at  8  o'clock. 

Several  communications  were  received  front 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  announcing 
bis  approbation  and  signature  of  bills  pas^d  by 
both  Houses* 

CASE  OF  NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  rose,  and  said,  that  it  had 
yesterday  been  decided  that  three  members  of  the 
Committee  of  Investigation,  in  the  case  of  Mr, 
Ninian  Edwards,  should  not  be  a  quorum  of  that 
committee.  He  had  understood  that  one  of  the 
members  of  that  committee  had  left  the  United 
States,  and  that  another  was  gone  home  \o  his  res- 
idence in  Alabama.  It  was  very  desirable  that 
the  committee ' should  be  filled  up;  and,  with  a 
view  to  that  object,  he  moved  that  t^o  members 
be  added  to  the  committee,  to  supply  the  place  of 
the  two  members  present. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  he  rose  partly  to  second  the 
motion  of  his  honorable  friend,  but  more  particu- 
larly to  express  his  astonishment  at  a  paragraph 
which  he  had  this  moment  seen  in  a  Richmdnd 
paper,  of  Tuesday,  in  a  communication  signed 
*'  John  Randolph,  of  Roanoke."  The  paragrai>h 
is  in  these  words : 

"  U  was  at  my  instance,  and  not  without  consider- 
able resistance  on  the  part  of  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  the  Secretary  had  the  opportunity  given 
him  to  file  his  anawer  to  the  accusation  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards.*' 

A  regard  to  my  own  character,  sir,  said  Mr.  W., 
and  to  the  character  of  the  committee  with  whom 
1  am  associated,  does  not  allow  me  to  pass  over 
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this  statement ;  and  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  say- 
ing that  the  order  in  committee  for  communicate 
ing  the  address  to  Mr.  Crawford,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  him  9n  opportunity  of  answering  it,  was 
not  made  at  the  instance  of  Nf  r.  Randolph  ;  and, 
farther,  that  no  one  of  the  committee  made  any 
opposition  to  that  motion.  I  hope  I  am  fully  and 
distinctly  understood — J  wish  to  be  so.  And  I 
affain  assert  that  no  one  of  the  committee  intimat- 
fd  the  least  opposition  to  the.  motion.  Fortunate- 
ly, the  original  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee  are  preserved,  and  the  entry,  as  it  now 
stands,  in  the  handwriting  of  one  of  the  commit- 
tee, is  as  follows : 

<«Apbtl  28,  1824. 

«  Committee  met.     All  present. 

<*  On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob, 

<<  Orderedj  That  the  chairmen  transmit  to  Mr.  Craw- 
lord  a  copy  of  Mr.  Edwarda's  memorial,  and  the  accom- 
panying papers,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  resolation 
creating  the  committee.  To  which  Mr.  Rakdolph 
propoeed  the  following  amendment :  *  And  inform  him 
that  the  committee  are  proceeding  in  the  ezamhia- 
tion,  and  that  they  are  ready  to  receiTe  any  comma- 
nication  which  he  may  think  proper  to  meke,  in  refer- 
ence te  the  same ;'  which  amendment  was  accepted  by 
Mr.  TatiiOb;  and,  thus  amended*  wes  unanimous^ 
pdopted/'^ 

Mr.  Little,  of  Maryland,  thought  the  measure 
proposed  by  the  ffentleman  from  New  York  was 
not  necessary.  He  thought  the  pre^nt  committee 
entirely  competent  to  the  business  which  had  been 
referred  to  them,  and  that  it  would  be  best  to  leave 
them  to  settle  their  own  affairs.  It  must  be  a  very 
disagreeable  thing  to  remain  confined  here  after 
the  session  of  the  House  was  closed,  and  he  would 
not  willingly  impose  upon  another  that  to  which 
he  should  be  averse  himself.  He  regretted,  for 
his  parL  that  this  matter  had  ever  been  brought 
before  tne  House,  and  that  it  had  been  referred  to 
the  committee,  giving  it  thus  an  importance  which 
did  not  properly  belong  to  it. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMn,  of  ^orth  Carolina,  observing 
that  the  House  was  very  thiq,  thought  it  best  to 
defer  the  consideration  of  the  motion  till  a  fuller 
House  should  be  obtained ;  and  with  that  view 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  A.'Smyth  expressed  a  hope  that  the  mover 
would  consent  to  withdraw  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Williams  saiif',  he  could  not  consider  the 
measure  proposed  as  at  all  necessary.  Every  gen- 
tleman, ne  believed^  was  entirely  satfsfied  with 
the  present  committee,  and  prepared  to  place  every 
proper  confidence  in  the  proceedings — and  he 
fished  a  division  of  Ihe  House  on  his  motion  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PoiNSErr  observed,  that  there  was  evidently 
not  a  quorum  of  members  present ;  and  from  the 
best  information  ne  could  obtain,  he  was  induced 
to  believe,  that  so  many  had  last  evening  and  this 
.  morning  availed  themselves  of  the  various  convey- 
ances which  were  departing  in  all  directions,  that 
there  was  not  a  quorum  left  in  the  city — and  he 
hoped  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would  not 
persist  in  his  motion. 

Mr.  Cook  then  observed,  that  the  remarks  of 


the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  yesterday,  (Mr.  A. 
Smyth)  required  of  .the  committee  of  iuTestigi- 
tion  to  ask  what  had  now  been  moved  by  thegea- 
tleman  from  New  York.  He  did '  not  think  the 
measure  was  at  all  required  by  the  parties  con- 
cerned. The  examination  of  their  case  might  U 
safely  left  to  the  present  committee,  without  aof 
augmentation ;  and  he  thought  it  would  be  best, 
under  all  circumstances,  that  the  committee  alioold 
agree  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  Bllis  spoke  a  few  words  to  the  same  efffCL 

Mr.  Taylor  then  observed,  that  it  would  pro- 
bably be  the  best  course  to  lay  the  resolutioDOB 
the  table  by  unanimoUs  consent,  in  the  hope,  tbii, 
in  the  course  of  an  hour  a  quorum  might  beob> 
ti^ined. 

Mr.  Poinsett  observed  that  he  had,  fromtbe 
first,  been  opposed  to  directing  the  committee  to 
sit  in  the  recess ;  but  the  House  had  determiool 
otherwise,  and  he  now  thought  that  it  was  who!- 
iy  unnecessary  that  other  members  be  added.  8o 
far  from  being  increased  within  ao  boar,  hel» 
lieved  the  number  of  attending  members  would  bt 
lessened. 

Mr.  Livingston  rose  and  said  that  he  had  that 
instant  come  into  the  House,  and  that  a  nper 
had  been  put  into  his  hands,  containing  a  leitei 
signed  by  an  honorable  member  of  this  Hoose, 
who  was  also  a  member  of  the  commtuee appoint- 
ed on  the  address  of  Ninian  Edwards,  which  let- 
ter contained  a  statement  that  he  tbotigfat  it  in- 
cumbent on  him,  as  a  member  of  that  committee^ 
to  notice.    It  is  there  said  that  ''it  was  at  his 
'  (Mr.  Ranoolph's)  instance^  and  not  withoot 
*  considerable  resistance  on  the  part  of  a  majority 
'  of  the  committee,  that  the  Secretary  bad  the  op- 
'  portunity  given  him  to  file  his  answer  (o  the 
<  accusation  of  Mr.  Edwards."    Mr.  L.  said  he 
was  bound  to  declare  that  there  was  not  on  his 
part  the  slightest  opposition,  nor  did  any  other 
member  of  the  committee  express  any,  or  shov 
the  least  disinclination  to  communicate  the  ac- 
cusation to  Mr.  Crawford,  or  to  ^ire  him  ao 
opportunity  of  answering  it;  that,  on  tbeeootfiry, 
it  was  one  of  the  first  measures  propoKd  after  the 
papers  were  printed;  that  the  motion iras made, 
as  appeared  by  the  minutes  of  the  eoDmittee,  by 
a  member  frdm  New  York^  to  communieate  the 
papers,  that  Mr.  RANnoLPn's  amendment  was 
adopted  by  him,  and  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to, 
as  amended.    Mr.  L.  said  that  the  statement  cooU 
only  have  arisen  from  a  very  great  misapprehea- 
sion  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee;  hot 
that  it  conveyed  so  serious  a  charge  on  their  aha^ 
acter  and  impartiality,  that  he  applied  to  the 
recollection  of  aU  the  members  now  present,  ts 
declare  whether  the  statement  he  had  made  was 
not  correct. 

Mr.  McArthur  said  that^he  distinctly  recol- 
lected the  proceedings  of  the  committee  on  the 
28th  April— that  it  was  upon  the  mation  of  Mr. 
Taylob,  the  order  was  made  to  transmit  to  Mr. 
Crawford  a  copy  of  Mr.  Edwards's  (iddress,  m 
the  accompanying  papers,  together  with  the  reso- 
lution creatine  the  committee,  which  was  acooJ- 
esced  in  by  all  the  members  then  present.  Mi. 
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Plotd^  perhaps,  suggested  (he  propriety  of  first 
czamiDing  the  Gommunicatidaa  and  documeots, 
but  did  not  urge  the  suggestion.  Upon  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph's arrival,  the  proceedings  of  the  committee 
were  relid  to  him,  when  he>  remarked  that  he 
hoped  the  committee  would  not  be  delayed  in  its 
investigation  for  the  Secretary's  answer — that  he 
was  for  progressing  with  the  investigation,  but 
was  willing  that  the  Secretary  should  be  advised 
of  it;  an4  moved  to  amend' the  motion  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  as  stated  in  the  minutes  of  the  commit- 
tee. Thai  the  modificaUon  proposed  by  Mr.  R. 
was  accepted  by  Mr.  Tatl6r,  and  unanimously 
adopted.  That  he  was  confident  th&t  the  state- 
ment relative  thereto,  which  appeared  in  the 
Richmond  Enquirer  of  the  25th  instant  over  the 
signature  of  John  Randoli^h  of  Roanoke,  is  ngt 
correct. 

Mr.  Floyd  s^id  that  he  had  just  come  in,  and 
did  not  kjiow  very  well  what  it  was  the  gentle- 
man had  been  saying.  '  If,  as  he  was  told,  U  rela- 
ted to  the  occurrences  in  the  conuniitee,  ht  could 
only  slate  the  impression  which  was  made  on  his 
memory^  though  he  did  know  that  he  was  correct, 
bat  believed  he  m^n.    So  fur,  however,  as  he  was 
told  what  Mr.  Randolph  had  written,  it  seemed 
to  him.. that  there  was  evidently  some  mistake  in 
the  business.    He  presumed  it  must  relate  to  coo- 
▼ersatioos  in  the  eoran^iuec,  rather  than  to.  the 
Bftcasore  adopted  by  tbem.    A  proposition  was 
read  by  sooie  mem^ber,  he  believed  the  gentleman 
from  New.  York,  to  thia  effeeU  that  the  ehairmaa 
be  directed  to  transmit  a  eopy  of  Mr.  Edwards's 
Address  to  the  Seoretwry  of  the  Treasury,  and  re- 
quest his  answer.    This  was  conversed  on,  and 
the  latter  part  stricken  out.    Mr.  Randolph  came 
in  an^  made  the  motion  to  amend  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  very  similar  to 
the  first;  which  proposition  was  then  put  to  the 
committee,  and  a  vote  taken,  which  seemed  to  be 
satisfactory  to  all,  and  was  so  noted,  he  believed, 
by  the  committee.    This  seemed  to  him  to  be 
nearly  the  state  of  facts,  as  he  remembered  them. 
Mr.  Webster  said  that  he  held  in  his  hand  the 
original  paper  containing  the  resolution  ofiered  by 
Mr.  Taylor.    It  had  at  first  been  proposed  to  re- 
quest an  answer  from  Mr.  Crawford,  but  it  was 
suggested  that  there  might  be  some  objection  to 
that  form.    This  was  afterwards  modihed  so  as 
to  sa^r  the  committee  would  receive  any  conimu* 
nication  Mr.  C.  should  think  proper  to  make. 
[Here,  for  the  present,  the  conversation  dropped.] 

Mr.  Tayloh'  moved  that  the  Clerk,  on  the 
order  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Commiltee,  pay 
iBvitnesses  who  may  attend  the  committee  of  in- 
Testigi^tion.  the  usual  allowance*  per  diem  for* 
their  atteodanee.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Stewart  offered  the  following: 

'*  £iesolvedt  That  the  members  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  memorisl  of  Ninian  Edwards  be  paid 
at  the  usaal  rate  of  compsnsation,  for  the  time  they 
may  remain  in  session,  during  the  reces4  of  Coogress, 
ODt  of  the  contingent  Tand." 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Poinsbtt,  and  there 
being  oo  quorum,  Mr.  S.  withdreiv  the  r&^ution. 


Mr.  Taylor  moved  the  following: 

**  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  ChSs 
House,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him  that, 
unless  he  may  have  other  eommuaications  to  make 
t6  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  they  are  ready  to 
adjourn.^' 
After  a  short  time, 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Joint  Committee,  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President,  reported  that 
they  bad  performed  that  duty,  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  informed  them  that  he  had  no  farther 
communication  to  make  to  Congress. 

Ordered^  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  inform  them  that  this  House,  having  completed 
the  bus^iness  before  them,  are  ready  to  close  the 
present  session  of  Congress  by  an  adjournment 
on  their  part,  and  that  the  Clerk  go  with  the  said 
message. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  rose  and  said  that,  in  refer- 
ence to  the^  letter  of  Mr.  KANDOLjpa,  that  had  ap- 
peared in  the  public   prints  this   morning,  he 
thought  it  proper  to  observe,  in  corroboration  of 
what  had  been  said  by  the  nonorajble  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  that   his  recollection  was 
very  distinct  that  the  original  motion  made  by 
him  in  committee  was  stronger,  and  went  farther, 
than  the  order  finally  adopted.    It  not  only  re- 
quired that  Mr.  Crawford  should  be  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  Mr.  *£d wards's  memorial,  and  the 
accompanying  papers,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  resolution'  creating  the  committee^  but  that 
Mr.  Crawford  nfiould  be  requested  to  answer  the 
same.    It  having  been  suggested  chat  it  ought  lo 
be  left  to  Mr.  Crawford's  option  whether  or  not 
to  communicate  an  answer,  the  suggestion  was 
approved  by  him,  and  the  latter  elaase  withdrawn 
accordingly.    Mr.  Randolph's  aroendinent  was 
adopted  oy  the  committee,  as  expressing  their  de- 
cision, on  the  point  to  Which  it  referred,  more 
precisely  than  it  would  do  either  with  or  without 
the  latter  clause.    Opposition  was  not  made  •by 
any  one  of  the  committee  to  giving  Mr.  Craw- 
ford an  opportunity  of  answering  the  accusation 
of  Mr.  Edwards. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  the 
House  was  then  adjourned  by  the  Speaker  till 
the  first  Monday  of  December  next. 


REPOaT  OP.  THE   COMMITTEE   OF 
INVESTIGATION. 

The  select  committee,  (of  the  Hoaas  of  Reprcsentap 
-tfves,)  lo  whom  was  referred  the  memorisi^  or  ad- 
dress, of  Ninian  Edwards,  haviog,  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution  of  the  Houie  of  RepresenUtivea, 
of  the  3.6th  of  May,  coatinaod  to  hold  its  sittings, 
after  the  adjonrnment  of  the  House,  until  the  31st 
day  of  June,  have  agreed  on  the  following  report  r 

Iir  recommending,  in  their  former  report,  a  continu- 
ance of  the  existence  and  powers  of  the  committee,  it 
will  be  remembered  that  the  reason  given  for  that  re- 
cemmenflatioa  was,  the  obvious  propriety,  before  a 


2771 


mSTOBT  OF  CONaBBSS. 


2772 


Que  ^  JVfiiMM  E(immrd». 


final  close  of  Uie  iovMUg^on,  of  havinf  the  penonal 
preaeDce  aod  examination  of  the  author  of  the  addreae, 
which  had  occasioned  the  appointment  of  the  commit- 
tee. Such  examination  has  now  been  had.  Mr. 
Edwards  attended  the  committee,  in  obedience  to  its 
summons,  on  the  7th  of  June ;  has  been  examined  as 
a  witness,  by  its  direction,  cross-examined  by  a  gentle- 
man attending  in  behalf  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury; and  his  testimony,  together  with  that  of  the 
other  witnesses,  is  communicated  with  this  report;  as 
are,  also,  various  documents  and  papers,  which  have 
been  referred  to,  and  prodaced,  in  the  course  of  the 
examination. 

A  paper,  In  reply  to  the  communication  heretofore 
received  by  the  committee,  from  the  Seecetary,  and 
another,  in  the  nature  of  an  argument  on  the  whole 
case,  have  also  been  presented  by  Mr.  Edwards,  and 
considered  by  the  committee. 

The  evidence  has  run  into  maeh  detail,  and  sodie 
parts  Qf  it,  probably,  have  not  a  very  material  applica- 
tion to  the  main  subject  of  inquiry.  It  seemed  proper, 
however,  to  the  committee,  to  allow  to  those  con- 
cerned a  liberal  indulgence  in  this  respect 

Aftet  a  patient  attention  to  all  the  evidence,  and  to 
whatever  has  been  urged,  in  the  wiy  of  reasoning  on 
the  case,  the  committee  see  no  cause  to  change  or 
modify,  in  any  matarial  respect,  the  result  to  which 
they  eame  on  ihe  former  investigation,  and  which 
they  have  already  submitted  to  the  House.  On  the 
contrary^  they  find,  in  this  further  and  fuller  exami- 
nation, a  corroboration,  generally  speaking,  of  the 
opinions  which  they  have  heretofore  expressed. 

On  some  parts  of  the  inquiry,  indeed,  evidence  has 
BOW  been  produced  to  points  which  were  not,  individ- 
ually and  particularly,  taken  into  the  consideration  of 
the  committee  on  the  former  occasion.  To  these,  per* 
haps,  some  reference  ought  now  (o  be  made.  They 
may  be  considered  as  new  articles,  or  new  specifica- 
tiona  of  charge ;  and  although  not  very,  definitely  or 
formally  made,  yet,  as  evidence  haa  been  taken,  in- 
tended to  support  them,  they  become  subjects  of  con- 
sideration. 

One  of  these  respects  the  depositos  of  public  nu>ney, 
made  or  allowed  by  the  Secretary,  in  the  banks  of  this 
District,  at  the  instance  and  on  the  solicitation  of  the 
banks  themselves,  and  as  an  accommodation  to  them, 
at  a  time  of  considerable  pecuniary  pressure,  in 
1819. 

In  their  former  report,  the  committee  expressed  their 
opinion  in  Telation  to  depositee  of  this  nature ;  a^d  re* 
ferred  to  a  public  communication  of  the  Secretary,  in 
which  the  nets  were  avowed,  and  in  which  a  practice, 
of  a  like  character,  was  stated  to  have  been  of  early 
existence  and  long  continuance.  The  committee  did 
not  deem  it  necessary  to  call  for  proof  of  that  which 
was  admitted ;  as  it  was  of  opinion  that  the  practice 
itself  was  irregular  and  dangerous,  it  did  not  think  it 
mateHal  to  inquire,  particularly,  whether,  in  the  only 
case  in  which  loss  was  apprehended  from  this  canse, 
the  probability  of  such  loss  was  either  greater  or  less 
than  the  Secretary  had  supposed.  This  apprehended 
loss  is  in  the  case  of  Ibe  Franklin  Bank  of  Alexandria. 
In  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  to  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  of  the  26th  of  February,  1^23,  he  says,  in  re- 
gard to  this  bank,  that  a  letter  of  the  District  Attorney, 
therewith  communicated,  showed  that  there  waa  no 
danger  of  loss  to  the  United  States. 

The  evidence  now  offered  and  received,  tends  to 


show  that  there  is  a  probability  of  final  loaa  fivm  tfaii 
bank ;  but  in  other  respects  there  is  no  new  view  of 
the  case  presented. 

The  debt  due  to  the  Government  from  the  Bank  of 
Vincennes,  has  also  been  brought  forward,  and  made 
the  subject  of  inquiry  and  proof.  Nothing  disiingairih 
ing  this  case  from  thoee  of  other  Western  banks  ia 
which  the  public  money  had  been  depoaited,  and  ia 
regard  to  which  loss  had  happened,  or  was  axpectcd, 
had  attracted  the  attention  of  the  committee,  as  im- 
portant to  be  considered,  at  the  time  of  their  fomcr 
report. 

The  case  of  this  bank  had  been  previonaly  made  the 
subject  of  a  report  to  the  House  by  die  Secretary,  on 
the  2Ut  of  February,  1824,  in  answer  to  a  reaolotioa 
passed  on  the  thirty-first  of  January  preceding,  ia 
whicl^  a  statement  of  the  debt,  and  the  means  which 
had  been  taken  and  used  to  secure  it,  were  laid  beftrt 
Congress.  The  evidence  now  taken,  relatea  priad- 
palty,  as  in  the  preceding  caae,  tn  the  amonat  of  ths 
loss  which  may  be  expected  to  be  incurred. 

The  only  remaining  charge  which  may  be  regarJsd 
as  not  before  examined,  is  an  allegation,  or  intimatioa, 
that,  owing  to  the  faoU  of  the  Secretary,  the  peosioocn 
and  public  creditors  of  the  Qovemmeot  in  Beat  Tea* 
nessee,  were,  in  some  tnstancea,  paid  in  bank  paper 
not  equivalent  to  specie. 

The  circumstances  attending  this  trananctioo  seem 
to  be  fully  sUted  in  the  testimony  of  Hugh  C:  Whiter 
It  doas  not  appear  that  any  knowledge  of  these  pay* 
ments  having  been  made  in  depreciated  paper  waa 
communicated  to  the  Senate.  The  meeeorea  adopted 
by  him  for  the  reasonable  provision  of  a  ptoper  iund 
at  the  place  of  disbursement,  were,  aa  for  na  the  com- 
mittee can  judge,  suitable  and  judieioua;  He  had  a 
right  to  expect  the  payments  to  be  made  ia  epccie,  or 
its  equivalent;  to  be  informed  if  any  thins  iboold 
happen  to.  prevent  such  payment.  No  inforaiation 
was  given  to  him  of  any  disappointment  of  bis  ex- 
pectation in  this  respect,  by  thoee  whos^  dnty  ii  wis 
to  pay  ;  and  no  complaint  appears  to  have  been  pee- 
ferred  by  those  whose  right  it  waa  to  receive. 

In  regard  to  the  contested  letter  of  Benjamin  Ste- 
phenson, of  the  12th  of  October,  1819,  the  committee 
see  no  cense  to  change  the  opinion  which  was  enter- 
tained, and  which  they  intended  to  express  in  their 
former  report — ^that,  although  the  letter  was  wxiiten, 
as  stated  by  Mr.  Edwards  in  his  testimony,  there  waa 
no' evidence  that  Mr.  Stephenson  oonmunicated  or 
transmitted  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Tresaury. 

The  committee  do  not  deem  it  neeeaaary  to  extend 
their  report,  by  protracted  observations  on  the  'variooi 
part^  of  the  evidence,  as  the  whole  is  submitted  to 
the  House.     They  content  themselves  with  aayiag, 
that,  in  their  opinion,  nothing  haa  beta  proved  to  in- 
peach  the  integrity  of  the  Sccretaiy,  or  to  bring  iaio 
doubt  the  general  correctneea  and  ability  9f  his  sd- 
mintstration  of  the  poblic  financea.    To  tliie  point,  ai 
the  main  object  of  inquiry,  the  chief  attention  of  the 
committee  haa  been  directed ;  and  they  have  oomo  to 
the  result,  which  has  now  been  stated.  With  the  unani- 
mous concurrence  of  the  members   preeenU    Other 
points  there  are,  of  lesa  importance,  bnt  which  may, 
nevertheless,  be  suppooed  not  to  have  eacaped  consid- 
eration by  the  committee.    Thtae,  however,  nadcr 
all  the  circumstances,  they  have  thought  it  proper  lo 
leave,  without  obaervation,  in  tho  light  in  which  they 
are  placed  by  the  evidence. 
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TESTIMONY  AND  DOCUMENTS 

Aceompmnying  the  Report  of  the  Special  Committee 
of  the  Houoe  of  Repreeenfativee, 

ON  THE  MEMORIAL  OF  NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

James  Lloyd,  of  the  Senate,  evforn,  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Edwards, 

^aeslions  by  Mr.  Co6iC,  id  Mr.  Edwards's  bebaif. 

QuestioH.   State,  if  yoa  please,  wbat  w  meant 
by  a  special  deposUe  m^^9  in  bankinff  institotioas. 

Answer.   Tbat  will  depend  on  the  custom  of 
the  place,  or  the  usage  or  the  b^nk  where  the  de- 
poslte  is  made.    A  special  deposite  is  not  a  very 
definite  term.    A  piece  of  blank  paper,  said  to 
contain  a  thousand  dollars,  may  be  a  special  de- 
posite ;  as  may  a  bundle  of  notes  left  at  a  bank 
for  collection  or  safe-keeping.    Some  banks  re- 
ceive, as  special  deposite,  paper  issued  by  other 
banks  in  the  same  State«  or  in  other  States,  and 
which  is  repaid  by  the.  nank  receiving  it  in  the 
same  bills  as  those  in  which  it  was  deposited  or 
in  bills  of  banks  previously  designated.    I  should 
consider  as  special  deposite  that  which  did  not  mix 
nor  miDgle  with  the  general  circulation  of  the 
bank. 

Q^  Are  special  deposites  ever  made  without 
designating  the  amount  and  description  of  money, 
or  the  things  deposited  1 

A.  I  should  think  they  were,  sometimes,  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  safe-keeping.  More  generally, 
there  would  be  a  label  on  the  outside,  specifying 
the  contents  of  the  bundle,  box,  &c.,  aeposited. 
It  may  be  noted  in  the  memorandum  book  of  the 
Cashier,  but  does  not  enter  into  the  transactions 
or  records  of  the  bank  at  ail.  Plate  is  often  de* 
posited  in  this  manner,  and  other  valuable  articles. 
In  one  of  the  Boston  banks,  I  have  now  a  deposite 
of  this  description. 

Qu  When  deposites  are  made  for  safe-keeping, 
is  it  ever  understood  that  the  bank  is  allowed  to 
trade  upon  them  as  its  own  funds  7 

A.  Never,  I  believe.  Some  of  the  banks  in 
Massachusetts  keep  accounts  in'  two  kinds  of 
money ;  Boston  money,  for  example,  and  foreign 
money ;  which  latter  means  bills  of  banks  located 
oat  or  the  city.  If  a  sum  is  deposited,  repayable 
in  foreign  money,  the  banks  designate  on  a  list, 
generally  posted  in  the  banking  house,  a  certain 
number  of  banks  whose  bills  they  will  receive  as 
"  foreign  money,"  which  money  they  use ;  and  if 
they  repay  the  sum  deposited  in  the  bills  of  these 
banks,  they  deem  the  contract  fulfilled.  If  any 
one  of  these  banks  becomes  insolvent  previous  to 
the  payment,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  bank  re- 
ceiving its  bills  runs  the  risk  of  the  loss  thence 
accruing^ 

Q.  When  a  deposite  is  made  of  foreign  money, 
or  such  as  is  not  received  as  general  deposite,  but 
subject  to  be  refunded  to  the  depositor  in  paper  of 
a  similar  kind  to  that  deposited  j  if  paper  of  a 
similar  kind,  at  the  time  of  making  the  deposite, 
should  afterwards  depreciate  in  value,  would  the 
depositor  be  bound  to  receive  it  in  its  depreciated 
state,  in  payment  of  such  deposite  ? 

A.  I  should  say  yes  to  a  question  thus  specific ; 


but  I  do  not  knoW'  whether,  strictly  considered, 
the  notes  of  different  banks  ctrn  be  viewed  as  pre- 
cisely similaY. .  If  the  bank  specifies  beforehand 
in  what  money  it  will  repay,  it  is  a  special  cod- 
tract,  and  the  depositor  must  abide  by  his  own 
agreement.  But,'  if  one  of  the  banks  in  whose 
paper  the  deposite  is  agreed  to  be  repaid,  has  sub- 
sequently failed,  the  Inink  receiving  the  deposite 
would  not,  in  mv  opinion,  be  authorized  to  repay 
the  deposite  in  the  notes  of  such  bank  ais  had  tnus 
failed.  What  rate  of  depreciation  would  justify 
a  bank  in  offering  to  pay,  or  a  depositor  ia  refusing 
to  receite,  depreciated  notes,  I  cannot  state. 

Q^  Where  money  of  any  description  is  deposited 
in  any  bank,  and  is  mingled  with  the  funds-oF 
such  bank  generally,  and  the  bank  uses  it  in  its 
general  trapsactions,  is  not  such  bank  always  con- 
sidered liable  to  pay  the  amount  in  legal  mdney 
to  the  depositor  1 

A.  I  should  consider  the  bank  liable,  if  the  de- 
posite is  received  and  credited  as  general  deposite. 
Questions  h\f  Mr,  Webster. 

Q.  By  a  general  deposite,  you  understand  a  de- 
posite to  be  credited  as  cash  in  account  1 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  By  a  soecial  deposite,  you  understand  a  de- 
posite for  sate  keeping  merely  ? 

A.  Yes ;  or  a  deposite  on  particular  conditions. 

QU  If  there  be  a  deposite  of  an  intermediate 
character  between  a  general  deposite  and  a  depos- 
ite for  safe-keeping,  where,  though  the  particular 
notes  deposited  may  be  used  or  put  in  circulation 
by  the  bank^  yet  the  bank  is  not  answerable  for 
the  amount  in  cash ;  do  the  rights  of  the  parties, 
io  such  case,  depend  mainly  on  their  contract  or 
agreement  ?  or  is  there  any  general  bank  usage 
which  would  govern  the  case  ? 

A..  I  know  of  no  established  usage.  The  con- 
ditions of  the  deposite  are  indicated  by  the  terms 
prescribed  by  the  bank  from  time  to  time,  which 
are  frequenUy  varied,  by  it  according  to  its  sense 
of  its  own  interest. 

Q^  Is  your  knowledge  of  bank  usage  confined 
principally  to  that  prevailing  in  the  banks  of  the 
Atlantic  cities ;  or  does  it  include  the  usage  of  the 
Western  banks? 

A.  It  is  confined  wholly  to  the  former. 

JAMES  LLOYD. 


Htigh  L.  WhiU  swomy  at  the  request  of  Mr  Edwards. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards— Have  you  any  re- 
collection of  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six  dollars  of  notes  on  the  Bank  of 
Tennessee  and  iu  branches  which  was  directed, 
to  be  transferred  by  the  Bank  of  Missouri  to  the 
branch  bank  of  Louisville,  and  which  was  to  be 
subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer  in  fiivor  of 
the  Bank  of  Tennessee  1 

Answer.  I  think  it  proper  to  state  to  the  Com- 
mittee, that  my  memory  of  the  transaction  irnot 
to  be  entirely  depended  on,  as  it  took  place  sev- 
eral years  since,  and  latterhy  my  mind  has  been 
so  much  taken  up  with  other  concerns,  that  I  may 
not  recollect  correctly  some  matters  relative  to 
this.    So  well  as  I  remember,  it  was  in  the  Fall 
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«f  1819  the  KnozviUe  Bank  received  ftom  Mr.  I 
Crawford  a  letter,  the  substanee  of  which  was, 
that  be  proposed  to  ffire  the  Bank  at  Knoxville 
A  draft  oD^  the  Baok  of  Missouri  for  the  whole 
amount  of  Tennesfiee  paper  then  in  the  haads  of 
4he  Missouri  Bank,  an<l  which  had  been  received 
by  it  for  the  United  States,  which  should  -be  pay- 
able at  Louisville  in  Kentucky,  in  Tennessee  bank 
paper;  and  that,  ui^n  the  receipt  of  such  draft, 
the  State  Bank  at  Knozville  should  i^aoe  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  a  like 
sum  as  specie,  which  would  be  drawn  for  as  the 
Government  might  have  occasion  to  use  it,  in 
that  quarter  of  the  country.  On  the  receipt  of 
this  letter,  he  was  answered  that  we  could  not 
agree  to  such  an  arrangement;  that,  as  to  the 
amount  of  Tennessee  pajper  upon  the  Bank  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee  and  its  branches,  we  were  wil- 
ling to  accept  such  draft  on  the  Missouri  Bank 
upon  the  terms  proposed  in  his  letter ;  that,  as  to 
other  Tennessee  paper,  that  did  not  belong  to  the 
State  Bank  or  its  branches,  we  could  not  agree  to 
receive  it.  In  pursuance  of  this  arrangement, 
early  in  the  year  1830, 1  think  in  Marc^  or  Aprils 
a  draft  was  received  from  the  Treasury  for  ^0,- 
156,  on  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  payable  at  the  place 
and  in  the  descriptions  of  notes  agreed  upon.  I 
think  the  amount  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  immediately  after 
receiving  the  draft.  We  had  no  correspondence 
with  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  but  only  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  so  far  as  I  can  remem- 
ber, at  this  time ;  and  upon  this  ()oint  I  feel  pretty 
certain  I  am  not  mistaken.  After  waiting  what 
we  supposed  a  reasonable  time,  to  allow  the  Mis- 
souri Bank  to  have  the  money  at  Louisville, 
where  thje  draft  was  to  be  paid,  I  went,  and  took 
a  young  man  with  me,  to  receive  the  money. 
For  form's  sake,  the  draft  was  transferred  to  me. 
I  w^nt  to  Louisville,  (and  no  particular  place  in 
Louisville  being  specified  in  tne  draft  wnere  the 
money  was  to  be  paid,)  I  went  to  the  Branch 
Bank  there,  t  found  no  funds  provided  to  meet 
the  draft ;  and  after  waiting  a  few  days  without 
bein^  able  to  hear  any  thing  which  induced  me 
to  think  a  longer  delay  would  be  useful,  I  had  the 
draft  protested,  a  copy  of  the  protest  forwarded  to 
the  drawer,  with  such  notice  as  would  make  him 
responsible,  and  returned  to  Knozville.  Some 
time  afterwards^  I  think  in  the  same  year,  a  letter 
was  received  from  the  Cashier  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  stating  that  a  handle,  said  to  con- 
tain the  $40,156,  had  been  forwarded,  and  left 
there  by  the  Missouri  Bank,  ibr  the  purpose  of 
lifting  this  draft;  but  as  we  had  had  the  trouble 
aad  expense  of  ^oing  once  to  receive  it,  we  took 
no  notice  of  this  communication,  and  wished  to 
have  the  money  sent  to  us  at  our  own  place,  at 
the  expense  and  risk  of  the  Missouri  Ba&k.  We 
were  content  with  the  paper,  and  ready  to  receive 
it,  at  any  time.  Thus  matters  stood,  until  we 
heard  that  the  Knoxville  Bank  had  failed.  I  ad- 
vised that  the  Knoxville  Bank  should  again  send 
to  get  this  money.  This  was  in  the  Winter  of 
1821.  As  soon  as  they  could  make  the  arrange- 
ment, they  sent  on  and  r^eived  the  money  at 


Louiarille  early  ia  the  year  1822.  I  understood 
that  the  whole  amount  of  $40,156  was  recdred 
in  notes  of  the  Knoxville  Bank  and  its  braocho. 
In  the  meanwhile,  the  Treasury  contiDued  to 
draw  on  the  Knoxville  Bank,  and,  as  President,.] 
directed  the  Cashier  not  to  pay  cash  for  thew 
drafts,  but,  if  current  moneV: would  be  takes,  to 
make  advances  in  it,  though  the  moDey  wasoot 
yet  received  for  the  draft,  under  a  belief  that,  ul- 
timately, the  Secretary  would  caose  the  amoBnt 
of  the  draft  to  be  paid  to  our  banL 

My  impression  was,  that  when  the  Missoori 
Bank  had  receiv^  these  notes,  the  baob  were  all 

Eying  specie,  but  that  afterwards  the  brsDches 
d  ceased  to  do  so.  The  first  inforfflation  le 
fot  was  from  Mr.  Cochran,  Cashier  of  the  Braack 
(ank  of  the  United  Stales  at  Louisville,  that  liie 
money  was  ready  for  us,  and  was  in  the  saoe 
Summer,  viz«,  ol  1820,  as  I  believe,  but  caaootbe 
certain.  I  never  exchanged  a  line  with  the  Mb- 
souri  Bank,  nor  received  a  line  from  it,  accordia$ 
to  my  best  recollection.  I  considered  eur  tiaas- 
action  only  with  the  Treasury.  The  mail  froa 
St.  Louis  to  Knoxville  was  at  that  timetedioo^ 
and  not  very  regular..''  I  am  yet  ignorant  of  tiic 
reason  why  the  money  was  not  readjrforosat 
Louisville.  I  had  no  reason  to  doubt,  nor  hare  I 
now,  that  the  Treasury  did  all  that  was  reasoo- 
able  towards  notifying  all  parties  coocenedof 
having  given  the  draft.  The  am^nt  of  aoiei  on 
the  principal  bank  itself  was  sn^l  in  comparison 
to  that  oa  its  biaaclaes. 

I  understood  that  the  draft  for  940,156  wai  a 
mode  of  transfer  from  one  bank  to  another,  £k 
the  purpose  of  having  placed  to  the  credit  of  tlte 
•United  States  as  cash  or  general  deposiie  thiiiaD 
which  the  Bank  of  Bftlssouri  could  not  traasfer  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  We  paid  credit- 
ors of  the  United  States  who  presented  dnfts  ia 
eurrent  bills,  though  not  in  specie,  and  there  were 
no  com^ints  at  the  time,  of  which  1  hare  at 
present  any  recollection.  We  did  not  pay  the 
specie,  because  the  fund  had  not  heen  leceired 
upon  the  foundation  of  which  we  had  agreed  to 
pay  it ;  and  if  any  blame  is  due,  it  it  dse  to  mjr- 
self  in  preference  to  the  Cashier;  as  I  forbade 
him  to  pa V  the  specie,  as  it  related  to  this  traasao- 
tion,  until  the  fund  for  which  we  had  agreed  to 
pay  it  should  be  paid  to  usi. 

C^estion  by  Mr.  Edwards.  I  wantto  bow  the 
character  of  Mr.  Lee,  whose  report  is  in  mf 
hand? 

A.  I  have  «een  that  report.  Mr.  Lee  is  a  mat 
of  the  utmost  integrity  \  and  if  that  report  faiia 
from  my  statement  as  to  this  transaction,  it  ii 
more  to  be  relied  on  than  my  own  stateoeat, 
which  is  from  memory,  without  the  same  meav 
of  being  correct  which  Mr.  Lee  bad. 

^'  Was  a  part  of  the  money  deposited  to  be 
suffered  to  remain  in  the  Bank? 

A.  The  Trealsury  was  to  draw  out  the  mo^ 
^nlyas  the  wants  of  the  Qovernmeot  reqaired; 
something  may  have  been  said  as  to  the  time  u 
was  to  remain  in  the  bank;  bot  I  have  no  reeot- 
lection,  of  any  positive  agreement  on  that  subject- 
Mr.  Crawford^  letter  shows  the  iwdersunduig 
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apon  that  subject  more  corre«dy  tbaa  I  cm  state 
froai  memory  merely. 

Q.  What  was  the  discoant  oa  your  paper? 

A.  None  apon  that  of  the  principal  bank ;  but 
upon  that  of  the  branches,  and  other  Tenneraee 
paper,  it  has  fluctuated  from  ten  to  twenty-fire 
per  cent. 

Q.  What  were  notes  oa  the  branches  of  the 
Knoxviiie  banks  worth  at  that  time  1 

A.  I  cannot  recollect  at  that  particular  time. 
The  depreciation  taken  for  a  series  of  years  was 
from  ten  to  twenty-five  per  cent.,  as  before  stated, 
in  East  Tennessee;  in  West  Tennessee  the  dis- 
count has  been  sometimes  higher. 

Q.  Did  not  the  pensioners  receive  from  ten  to 
twenty  per  cent,  less  than  if  they  hftd  received 
specie  ? 

A.  The  money  in  which  they  were  paid  was 
of  the  kind  which  was  at  the  discount  before 
stated.  * 

Q^uestion  by  Mr.  Taylor.  At  the  time  these  pay* 
meats  were  made  at  the  Bank  of  Knoxviiie,  was 
there  a  credit  in  that  bank  to  the  United  States? 

Answer.  Yes :  and  that  credit  always  stood  as 
a  specie  credit :  but  we  thoag'ht  that  it  was  more 
than  balanced  oy  the  draft  unpaid ;  and  we  held 
the  Treasury  responsible  for  the  amount  of  that 
draft.       ^ 

Question  by  Mr.  Webster.  In  other  transactions, 
did  you  pay  specie  for  the  drafts  of  the  United 
States? 

-  Answer.  Our  rule  always  was,  to  pay  in  such 
fands  as  had  been  pbiced  with  us,  if  the  payee  so 
wished.  If  the  fund  on  which  the  draft  waa 
drawn  was  specie,  we  paid  it  in  that,  if  desired.  If 
the  fuad  was  other  than  specie,  we  did  not  pay 
specie. 

Ctuestion  by  Mr.  Edwards.  In  crediting  the 
draft  from  the  Treasury,  in  your  favor,  was  the 
word  "  cash"  used  ?    ' 

Answer.  I  cannot  remember.*  The  intent  was  to 
credit  it  as  cash«  A'deposite,  when  nothing  is 
said  to  the  contrary,  is  considered  by  us  as  bung 
payable  in  cash,  if  demanded.  We  viewed  spe- 
cial deposite  of  certain  kinds  of  notes  as  not  bind- 
ing us  to  repay  in  those  identical  notes,  but  only 
similar  notes,  or  such  as  the  depositor  would  be  as 
well  satis^  with. 

d.  Did  you  receive  deposites  from  the  Treasury 
ID  drafts  on  the  Bank  of  Tombigbee  ? 

A.  That  draft  never  was  included  in  the  ar- 
rangement before  spoken  of;  and  nothing  has 
been  received,  by  us,  upon  it ;  and,  if  it  ever  was 
credited,  on  our  books,  1  don't  remember  it.  That 
bank  is,  however,  a  specie-paying  bank,  as  I  have 
understood  and  believe. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Was  the  PM>er  of 
the  Huatsville  Bank  received  at  your  bank  ? 

A.  We  never  had  a  draft  on  the  Bank  of  Hunts* 
▼ille.  The  paper  of  that  bank  is  esteemed  rather 
better  than  our  own  branch  notes;  and  we  have, 
until  long  after  this  transaction,  made  no  distinc- 
tion between  it  and  what  is  called,  by  us,  current 
Tennessee  paper. 

d.  Was  the  notice  of  the  protest,  at  Louisville, 
forwarded  to  the  Treasury  1 


A.  I  do  Bot  reeoUeet,  farther  than  that  I  took 
the  ordinary  steps  to  make  the  drawer  liable,  be« 
fore  leaving  Louisville;  and,  upon  my  return,  in 
May,  wrote  the  letter  ndw  shown  me,  by  one  of 
the  committee,  to  the  Secretary. 

€L  When  you  received  the  draft,  did  you  credit 
the  amount  to  the  Treasury  ? 

A.  Yes,  as  I.  now  believe.  That,  1  think,  was 
oar  understanding  of  the  agreement,  and  I  suppose 
and  believe  we  complied  with  that  part  of  it. 

Question  by  Mr.  Webster.  Did  you  inform  the 
Treasurer  that  you  did  not  pay  his  drafts  in  specie 
but  in  your  own  bills? 

A.  I  have  no  recollection  of  making  any  com- 
OMinicatioo  to  Mr.  Crawford  on  that  subject.  The 
oashier  mav  have  given  such  notice — but  I  do  not 
know  that  he  did.  I  gave  him  do  orders  ta^o  so  ;• 
and  think,  if  he  had  done  so,  I  should  have  known 
it.  .    -^ 

Ctuestion  by  Mr.  fildwards*  Do  you  believe  thae 
any  one  pensioner  would  have  taken  your  bills,  if 
he  had  suppaacd  he  could  get  specie  ? 

A.  Donotless  he.  would  have  preferred  specie  <o 
any  of  the  bills  in  which  he  was  paid. 

(Questions  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  on  the  part  of  Mr.^ 
Crawford.  Did  you  hola  the  United  States  re- 
sponsible for  the  amount  of  its  draft  on  the  Bank 
of  Missouri?  A.  Yes. 
Q^  How  then  did  you  refuse  to  pay  in  specie  ?  ' 
A.  We  thought  that,  as  the  money  for  the 
draft  had  never  been  paid  to  us,  it  was  a  just  in- 
terpretation of  the  affreement  that  we  should  not 
pay  in  any  thing  tiltwe  received  the  proceeds  of 
the  draft ;  but  preferred  advancing  in  such  funda 
as  we  could  spare,  to  having  Uie  drafts  pro- 
tested. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  When  you  receired 
the  amount  or  the  draft,  was  it  not  chiefly  in  notee 
of  your  branches? 

A.  I  understood  so,  hot  have  no  personal  know-* 
ledge,  as  I  was  not  then  in  Knoxviiie.  • 

Oi  Had  not  most,  or  all,  of  those  branches  the» 
stopped  pa3rmeQt  ? 

A.  They  had  ceased  cash  payments  when  we 
made  the  agreement,  but  my  impression  is,  that- 
when  these  notes  were  received  in  the  Bank  of 
Missouri,  the  banks  all  paid  specie.  This  answer 
is  given,  however,  upon  the  presumption  that  the 
Missouri  Baak  had  received  them  as  they  repre- 
sented to  the  Seoretary.  How  that  fact  was,  I,  of 
couise,  do  not  know. 

€t.  What  means  has  a  director  of  knowing  from 
what  persons  a  sum^  say  of  $iOOfiOOy  found  in 
bank,  and  received  in  a  series  of  months,  has  been 
so  received  ? 

A.  I  can  only  speak  as  to  the  rales  of  the  bank 
to  which  I  have  belonged.  As  to  the  rulea  of 
others,  I  could  only  speak  from  information.  By 
the  rules  of  ours,  the  President,  Cashier,  dtc.,  can 
inspect  alb  accounts  of  every  person  whatever,  but 
no  individual  Director  has  such  power ;  but  the 
Board  of  Directors,  if  thev  choose,  have  as  moch 
right  as  any  of  the  indiviuual  officers,  to  examine 
any  and  all  accounts ;  but  any  information  thus 
acquired  would  be  confidential,  and  is  intended 
to  prevent  any  improper  conduct,  and  to  enable 
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the  directors  aod  officers  to  discharge  their  respec- 
tive  duties,  to  the  public,  and  to  individuals. 

Ctuestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  As  the  President  of 
the  bank,  would  you  not  hare  preferred  advancing 
in  current  notes,  with  the  Government  bpond  to 
pay  the  draft,  to  its  having  been  paid  punctually, 
and  your  being  bound  to  pav  in  specie? 

A.  I  would  have  preferred  that  the  payment  of 
the  bill  should  have  been  made  when  I  was  at 
Louisville,  and  that  the  transaction  should  have 
gone  on  as  originally  intended ;  because  we  would 
then  have  been  as  able  as  we  ever  may  be  to  lift 
our  paper,  and  as  I  never  expected  more  from  the 
Gbverament  than  payment  at  our  bank  in  the 
same  kind  of  money  specified  in  the  face  of  the 
draft;  but  at  the  same  time  felt  a  confidence  that 
the  Government  would  capse  us  to  be  paid  in  such 
funds  at  our  own  place — it  could  make  but  little 
difference,  as  most  of  the  pensioners  were  very 
probably  paid  in  branch  paper,  or  funds  equal  to 
It,  and  1  have  ever  believed,  as  President,  that  the 
interest  of  the  bank  was  most  promoted  by  actins 
honestly,  t  make  this  observation  without  feet 
jng  that  the  question  was  intended  to  doubt  our 
integrity. 

H.  L.  WHITE. 


ceiving  visiu  of  members  of  Congms,  I  ciUed 
again  on  Monday,  when  I  received  the  (17,000. 

QfUestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Were  there  uf 
deposites  made,  by  Grovernment,  in  that  biok, 
previously  to  those  you  have  now  spokeo  of? 

Answer.  There  were  not,  I  believe,  except  tke 
money  which  had  been  loaned  to  theGoTeromeot 
previous  to  the  time  I  speak  of. 

JAMES  SANDERSON. 


James  SandenoUf  of  AUxandria,  Moom,  cU  the  requed 

0/  Mr.  Edtpards, 

Qnestion  by  Mr.  Edwards.  I  wish  you  to  state 
what  you  know  concerning  sums  of  money  ob- 
tained by  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Answer.  In  January,  1819, 1  was  President  of 
that  bank.  At  that  time,  there  was  a  run  on  that 
bank,  and  the  bank  was.  much  embarraned.  I 
waited  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  he 
loaned,  at  one  time,  $17,000  -,  at  another,  1^0,000. 
I  shdwed  him  a  statement  of  the  concerns  of  the 
bank,  proving  its  condition  to  be  good,  and  re- 
minded him  of  former  loans  by  the  bank,  to  Gov- 
ernment, in  an  hour  of  necessity.  He  replied, 
that  he  would  consult  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  let  me  know  the  result;  and,  when  I 
called  asaio,  told  me  the  Government  was  di&posed 
to  do  all  ii  could  to  relieve  the  bank,  as  well  as 
the  other  banks  of  the  District,  and  gave  me  a 
draft  on  the  Bank  of  Alexandria  for  $17,000. 
This  was  on  or  about  the  12th  of  January.  On 
or  about  the  d3d  of  the  same  month,  I  called  on 
him  again,  and  he  gave  me  another  draft  on  the 
same  hank  for  $20,000.  I  understood  these  sums 
as  loans  or  deposites,  made  to  relieve  Imd  aid  the 
bank.  I  continued  President  of  the  bank  a  few 
weeks,  and,  soon  after  l  left,  it  it  stopped  specie 
payment  for  a  time,  some  time  about  the  middle 
of  March. 

^.  Has  the  bank  repaid  any  of  these  loans  ? 

A.  I  went,,  this  morning,  to  look  at  the  books 
of  the  bank,  and  find  that  the  amount  appears  to 
have  been  repaid. 

Q^uestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  When  did  you  first 
call  on  the  Secretary  ? 

Answer.  It  was  on  Friday — but,  as  I  under^ 
stood  he  was  mRch  engaged,  on  -Saturdays,  in  re- 


Jacab  Morgan^  dj  Akxandriay  ^vora,  al  the  nqutA  cf 

Mr,  Edwards. 

I  was  Cashier  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Ala- 
andria,  for  a  time  after  Mr.  Sandersoo  teftii 
There  were  some  loans  obtained  by  Mr.  Swu, 
President,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory, 
and  received  b]r  me.  Mr.  Sanderson  had  left  it 
One  Ipan,  I  think,  was  of  $10,000,  soother  of 
$20,000.  The  first  was  returned  in  a  short  tioe, 
say  thirty  or  sixty  days,  and  a  few  weeb  after 
the  first,  the  second  loan  was  obtained.  This  lit- 
ter was  not  repaid,  when  I  left  the  baak,  whick 
was,  I  think,  in  1821.  When  I  came  iato  the 
office  of  cashier,  I  found  little  specie,  aod  a  Tq 
small  amountof  current  money,  and  about  (80,000 
of  notes  in  circulation,  f  I  reduced  these,  before  I 
left,  to  less  than  $7,000.)  The  second  loan,  of 
$20,000,  was,  as  I  understand,  subsequeotlf  piid, 
or  secgred  to  be  paid,  through  the  Bank  of  Alex- 
dria,  but  when  I  left  the  bank,  the  two  loans  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Sandecson,  and  the  second,  men- 
tioded  by  me,  remained  unpaid.  This  last  wai 
received  in  Treasury  drafts  on  Carolina  and  Vir- 
ginia. I  went  to  Kaleiffh,  in  North  Caroliaa, 
and  exchanged  the  drafts  for  Virginia  paper.  The 
Raleigh  bank  then  paid  specie,  and  was  willing 
so  to  pay  these  drafts,  but  i  did  not  wiihio  take 
away  the  specie.  The  first  $10,000  wereobtaioed 
to  enable  the  bank  to  pay  specie,  but  this  beio; 
found  insufficient,  the  second  loan  was  ohiaiacd. 
The  bank  paid  some  of  iu  notes  aa  it  was  able, 
and  as  fast  as  the  notes  were  paid,  they  were  with- 
drawn— but  many  notes  were  not  paid  when  pre- 
sented. I  did  understand,  from  the  Seereraryof 
the  Treasury,  that  the  loans  were  obtained  in  or- 
der to  enable  the  bank  to  wind  up  itsa&irs.  The 
Secretary  freauently  applied  to  me  for  itpayment, 
and  being  told  bv  me  that  the  bank  was  onabte  to 
do  it,  he  insisted  upon  interest  being  allowed  on 
the  loan,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  bank.  Ido 
not  recollect  when  this  agreement  for  interest  was 
made — not,  however,  before  the  money  had  re- 
mained doe  for  a  year.  Nor  do  I  remember  froe 
what  date  the  interest  was  to  be  calcnhtted.  Tbe 
present  statement  I  make  from  memory,  merelj-- 
not  having  had  access  to  the  boob  oi  ibe  biii 
for  several  years. 

Augustine  Newton  swqm^  at  the  nquiA  of  Mr.Ei' 

vards. 
I  was  Cashier  of  the  Franklin  Bank,  and  be- 
came so  in  March,  1821.  There  is  a  credit  on  the 
books  of  the  bank  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  for  $46,000.  The  money  was  obtained 
before  I  went  into  office.    Mr.  Crawford  was  once 
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at  the  bank  while  I  was  cashier,  sajr  in  Augwt, 
182ly  applying  to  have  the  money  either  paid  or 
secured  ;  at  which  time  the  bank  agreed  to  trans- 
fer to  him  all  its  property,  as  security,  and  that 
this  loan  was  the  first  debt  to  be  paid.  The  char- 
ter of  the  bank  expired  on  the  Ist  January,  1822— 
but  I  have  the  books  in  ray  possession. 

The  discounted  notes  were  first  to  be  resorted  to, 
and  1  f  these  proved  insufilcient,  resort  Was  to  be 
had  to  stock  notes.  A  small  sum,  less  thhn  $1,000, 
has  been  collected.  The  notes  are  now  in  suit, 
by  Mr.  Swan,  district  attorney.  Th^  stock  notes 
are  notes  given  by  stockholders  for  stock,  for  the 
payment  of  which  stock  is  pledged  as  security*  I 
know  of  no  reason  for  the  agreement  that  one 
dass  of  notes  was  first  to  be  sued  for,  unless  it  may 
have  been  the  convenience  of  the  debtors  on  the 
stock  notes.  All  the  real  property  was  also  trans- 
ferred. It  consisted  of  a  few  bouses,  taken  for 
debts.  ' 

The  agreement  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Crawford, 
before  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  and  sent  to 
Mr.  Swan  to  hare  a  Tegular  conveyance  drawn 
up.  That  conveyance  was  not  consummated  till 
after  the  charter  had  expired,  say  in '  October, 
1822.  Many  of  the  notes  assigned  were  under 
protest,  and  some  of  them  in  suit.  Notes,  includ- 
ing stock  notes,  to  the  amount  of  8185,000,  and 
real  estate  to  the  amount  of  $5,000,  were  onered 
to  be  transferred,  but  Mr.  Crawford  did  not  at  that 
time  accept  of  the  ofier,  because  it  didnot  eitei^d 
to  the  pa)rraent  of  interest ;  but  afterwards,  the 
interest  being  stipulated  for,  the'  agreement  was 
accepted,  and  the  transfer  made  in  October,  18^. 
as  I  have  above  stated.  The  stock  notes  are  still 
in  my  possession.  They  have  never  been  en- 
dorsed to  the  Government  by  any  one.  If  suits 
can  be  sustained,  there  will  be  ample  funds  to  re- 
pay the  loan. 

When  I  went  into  the  ofi&ce  o£  cashier,  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  provision  had  been  mad« 
by^  Congress  for  continumg  the  charter  of  the 
bank  for  five  years  beyond  the  time  originally 
limited  for  its  expiration.  I  continued  under  that 
impression  for  a  long  time,  and  I  believe  the  di- 
rectors were  under  the  same  impression. 

AUG.  NEWTON. 
Jvnu  9, 1824. 

Mr.  Newton  again  ^caUed^  (10t&  /une.) 

The  transfer  above  referred  to,  from  the  bank 
to  the  United  States,  was  made  on  the  3d  October, 
1822. 

The  terms  of  the  agreement  were  finally  ar- 
ranged and  assented  to  by  the  parties,  on  the  5th 
Decemi>er,  1821. 

A.  NEWTON. 


Charles  T,  Chapman  stoom^  at  the  tequeat  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards. 

I  was  Cashier  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria. 
In  June,  1819,  owing  to  the  heavy  pressures  upon 
the  bank,  and  considering  a  disadvantageous  loan 
had  been  made  bv  this  l»nk  to  the  Government, 
and  believing  as  I  then  did,  and  do  now,  that  un- 
less some  temporary  relief  could  be  obtained  at 


the  moment, -a  serious  inconvenienca  would  have 
resulted  to  the  institution ;  under  such  circum- 
stances a  committee  was  appointed  to  solicit  from 
the  Honorable  William  Ef.  Crawford^  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  temporary  aid — which  he  was 
pleased  to  grant,  under  the  condition  that  the 
amount  should  be  refunded,  when  demanded.  The 
sum  received  from  the  Treasury  was  $30,000,  in 
June,  1819,  and  having  received  information  that 
it  must  be  refunded  in  January  1820,  a  part  was 
paid  in  the  latter  ntonth,  and  the  balance  in  Feb- 
ruary of  the  same  year ;  and  although  the  funds 
we  received  from  the  Treasury,  were  not,  nor 
could  hav^  been  desirable,  under  aiiy  other  cir- 
cumstances than  those  a  bo vementioned,  yet,  inter- 
est was  paid  upon  the  same.  The  money  thus  re- 
ceived from  the  Treasury  was  all,  I  believe,  paid 
into  the  Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite  or  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Washington,  either 
by'  deposites  or  drafts,  of  the  Treasurer  thrc(ugh 
that  bank  upon  us. 

The  solvency  of  the  Union  Bank  was,  I  believe, 
never  questioned  at  any  time  during  its  operations. 

C.  T.  CHAPMAN. 

June  9,  1824. 


Jamep  L.  McKenaa  sworn^  at  the  request  qf  Mr.  Ed' 

wards. 

I  am  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria.  I  be- 
came so  in  1811.  The^}ank  has  never  had  a  loan 
or  an  indulgence  from  the  Treasury.  It  has  al- 
ways had  the  deposite-  of  the  Government  from 
the  collector.  It  nas  made  advances  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, when  under  pressure,  and,  at  one  time, 
remonstrated  with  Mr.  Crawford  on  the  closeness 
with  which  the  public  deposites  were  drawn.  The 
average  amount  of  public  money  remaining  on 
deposite,  in  the  banx,  since  Mr.  Crawford  has 
been  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  has  been  less,  I 
think,  than  it  was  during  the  incumbency  of  Mr. 


Gallatin. 
June  9: 


J.  L.  McKENNA. 


I  had  an  agency  in  obtaining  one  of  the  loans 
made  by  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Mechanics'  Bank 
of  Alexandria^  when  that  bank  was  in  difficulty. 
I  accompanied  Mc*^^  Sanderson  in  his  visit  to  the 
Secretary  when  he  obtained  the  second  loan,  and 
represented  the  injurious  consequences  of  permit- 
ting that  bank  to  fail.  I  redeemed  repeatedly  the 
notes  of  that  bank  out  of  the  hands  of  brokers 
and  others.  Mr.  Crawford  seemed  dissatisfied  at 
the  second  application  so  soon  after  the  loan  of 
$17,000;  He  applied  to  me  for  my  opinion  of  the 
solvency^  of  that  bank,  and  whether  the  loan  would 
enable  it  to  redeem,  its  paper.  I  represented  the 
circumstances  of  the  bank  as  being  safe,  (to  the 
extent  of  its  debts,  but  that  its  stockholders  might 
lose,)  though  I  doubted  the  sufficiency  of  the  loan 
to  enable  it  to  redeem  its  paper.  I  represented  the 
permitting  the  Mechanics'  Bank  to  tail,  as  being 
calculated  to  injure,  and  the  granting  of  the  loan 
to  benefit,  materially,  the  commercial  interests  x>f 
Alexandria ;  and  Mr.  Crawford  acquiesced  in  the 
wishes  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  and  made  the  loan,  in 
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draftt  on  some  of  die  Bastern  banks,  in  Rums  of 
two,  three,  and  four  thousand  dollars  each. 

Gloestioa  bj  Mr.  Edwards.  When  a  general 
deposite  is  made  in  your  bank,  without  any  thing 
being  said  on  either  side,  is  the  amount  demand- 
able  in  cash  ? 

Answer.  Always — except  when  plate  or  notes 
of  District  banks  are  left  for  safe-keepinff,  to  be 
delivered  to  order.  J.  L.  McKBNNA. 


William  Rhodes  $v>orn^  at  thS  request  of  Mr,  Edicards. 

I  was  Cashier  of  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria, from  May,  1816,  to  June,  1819.  When  1  left 
that  bank  it  was  indebted  to  the  United  States, 
I  think,  in  the  sum  of  $48,000.  I  oannot  certainly 
tell  when  it  became  indebted,  but  believe  it  was 
in  1818  or  1819.  It  became  indebted,  as  I  under- 
stood, in  consequence  of  an  application  by  our 
directors  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  fur  a 
loan.  There  were,  I  believe,  three  such  applica- 
tions. At  the  first  we  received  ((18,000,  at  the 
second  ((18,000,  and  at  the  third  $12,000.  The 
money  was  advanced  to  the  bank  to  relieve  it  from 
its  embarrassments.  I  feel  verv  certain  as  to  the 
aggregate  amount  of  (48,000,  but  am  not  so  sure 
as  to  the  amount  of  the  different  sums  obtained  at 
each  application,  nor  respecting  the  time  v^hen 
they  were  obtained.  My  impression  is,  that  the 
loans  were  all  obtained  within  the  course  of  about 
six  months.  I  cannot  state  whether  interest  was 
or  was  not  to  be  allowed  upon  them.  I  have  no 
further  knowledge  of  the  transaction  than  that 
I  received  the  warrants  from  the  Treasury,  and 

Fassed  the  amount  to  rhe  credit  of  the  United  Slates, 
now  recollect  that  I  was  in  one  instance  request- 
ed by  the  directors  to  write  a  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary, requesting  a  deposite  in  our  bank;  which 
I  did,  accordinffly,  but  I  do  not  remember  at  what 
time,  nor  whether  it  was  before  or  after  the  first 
loan.  WILLIAM  RHODES. 


Daniel  Kwti  sworn,  at  the  request  of  Mr,  Edwards, 

I  am  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  and  have 
been  for  more  than  two  years.  Since  I  have  been 
cashier,  the  bank  has  been  indebted  to  (he  United 
States,  in  all,  about  $300,000.  The  bank  was 
appointed  agent  for  the  Treasury,  to  collect  cer- 
tain uneurrent  money.  The  whole  amount  above 
mentioned  did  not,  however,  consist  of  such 
oollections.  There  were  aoane  balances-— about 
S40,000-4eft  from  former  transactions  with  the 
Treasurv.  The  sum  I  hnre  mentioned  wis  ow- 
ing b^  the  bank  when  I  became  cashier,  and  has 
remained  about  the  same  ever  since.  When  the 
United  States  Bank  went  into  operation,  the  Bank 
of  Columbia  owed  the  Qovernment  from  $30,000 
to  $60,000—4  part  of  which  was  drawn  for  by 
the  Treasury,  say  about  $16,000.  The  balance 
has  not  been  drawn  for,  and  remains  a  cash  debt 
to  the  United  States. 

I  do  not  know  precisely  what  arrangement  was 
made  with  the  bank  respecting  the  collection  of 
uneurrent  notes;  but  I  nave  understood  that  so 
much  of  those  notes  at  the  bank  could  collect  and 


torn  into  current  money,  might  remain  in  the 
bank  on  deposite;  but  I  cannot  state  for  bow 
long  a  time.  About  $200,000  worth  of  uneurrent 
notes  have  been  thus  converted,  and  credited,  as 
cash,  to  the  Treasury ;  part  of  the  residue  has 
been  drawn  out  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  part  remains  now  in  the  bank.  These  un- 
eurrent notes  were  a  part  of  those  reported  as  nn- 
colleetabie  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes, 
and  were  received  from  that  bank  by  an  order  of 
the  Treasury. 

Question.  What  is  the  amount  of  notes  deliv- 
ered for  .collection,  and  what  were  the  dates  of 
delivery,  and  specify  on  what  banks? 

Answer.  Tne  amount  of  notes  delivered  for 
collection  was  $545,991  37.  as*appears  by  a  state- 
ment now  delivered,  marked  Z,  in  which  also 
the  dates  of  the  orders  for  the  delivery  of  the  notes 
to  the  bank  will  appear.  The  notes  were  actaally 
received  between  the  months  of  becember,  1818, 
and  August,  1819.  The  banks  whose  notes  wefe 
80  received,  are  so  numerousy  that  it  has  been  im- 
possible for  me  at  this  time  to  make  oat  the  list. 
A  statement  of  a  number  of  them  is,  however, 
contained  in  a  paper  now  delivered,  marked  Y. 

€t.  Wha4  were  the  amounts  of  these  notes  cash- 
ed by  the  bank  1 

A.  $238,361  87,  as  also,  appears  by  the  patper 
marked  Z.   ' 

Ct.  What  was  the  amount  of  uneurrent  notes 
drawn  out  of  the  bank  by  the  Treasury  7 

A.  $123,102  59,  as  appears  by  a  statement  now 
delivered  and  marlced  X. 

Q^  What  is  the  amount  of  snch  uncurreot  notes 
now  on  hand,  and  where  are  they  lodged  7 

A.  $53,661  40,  lodged, principally,atthesevcnl 
places  contained  in  a  statement  now  delivered,and 
marked  W. 

Ct  What  is  the  total  amount  of  the  debt  now 
due  from  the  Bank  of  Columbia  lo  the  United 
Statee? 

A.  About  $372,000,  of  which  $318,361  87  is 
cash,  and  indades  about  $30,000  standing  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer,  on  sundry  acoonac^  und 
the  remaining  balance  oi  $53,661  40  m  speeiai 
deposite. 

QU  What  probability  is  there  of  the  United 
.States  recovering  this  debt  ? 

A.  In  my  opinion  the  security  given  for  the 
debt  is  amply  sufficient  and  I  believe  that  the 
whole  will  he  recovered.  The  bank  owes  m  aU 
about  $800,000,  and  the  nominal  amount  of  its 
assets  is  more  than  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars. 
An  agreement  has  been  made  with  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  assign  to  it  property  and  debts  to 
secure  the  debt-  due  trom  the  Bank  of  Colombia 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the 
United  States.  For  the  whole  of  the  above 
amount  of  $318,361  87,  excepting  the  mun  of 
$30,000,  above  specified,  the  Government  received 
a  credit  on  the  books  of  the  bank,  as  cash,  in  1819 
or  1820.  At  tbat^ime  the  Bank  of  Ciolttmhia 
paid  specie.  The  above  sum,  credited  as  cash, 
was  suffered  to  remain  in  the  bank  from  that 
time  to  the  present.  This,  as  I  uitdarstand,  was 
in  pursuance  of  an  agieement  with  the  Treasury. 
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This  deposite  was  the  only  compensation  the  bank 
received  for  the  trouble  of  collection.  I  do  not 
know  that  any  time  was  specified  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  deposite.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  pressed  the  bank  very  much  for  the 
amount ;  more,  I  think,  than  he  ought  to  have 
done,  considering  the  trouble  and  expense  lo 
which  the  bank  was  put. 

D.  KURTZ. 

STATEMENT  W. 

Evidences  of  debt  in  possession  of  the 

Camberland  Bank  of  AJJeghsnj     - 
Bank  of  Wilmington  and  Brandy  wine    - 
Farmers  and  Mechanic^'  Bank,  Pittsbarg 
Urbana  BankJDgCompany       ... 
Bedford  Bank  of  Pennsylvania 
German  Bank  of  Wooster       ... 
Union  Bank  of  Pennsylvania 
Sundry   Bank  noteg,  among  which  are 
Kentucky  In.  Co.  $797,  Marietta  and 
Susquehanna  Trading  Co.  $1,860, 8ai- 
quehanna  Bridge  Co.  $796,  and  $463 
counterfeits  of  various  banks       -        -     8,880  38 


Bank. 

$1,176  61 
7,376  00 
1.311  00 
8,389  00 
4,059  57 

23,761  00 
9,768  00 


Company ;  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  New 
Salem;  Owl  Creek  Bank ;  Western  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia, Parketsburg ;  Bank  of  Vincenaes ;  Lan- 
caster Ohio  Bank  ;  Zanesville  Canal  and  Manu- 
facturing Company ;  Ohio  Company ;  Commer- 
cial Bank,  Lake  Erie;  Bank  of  Beaver;  Bank  of 
Chillicothe;  Alleghany  Bank,  Bedford;  North- 
western Bank,  Pennsylvania ;  Farmers  and  Me^ 
chanics' Bank,  Cincinnati;  Bank  of  Washington, 
Pennsylvania ;  ^Vestmoreland  Bank,  Pennsylva- 
nia; Miami  Exporting  Company;  Farmers  and 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Steubenviile ;  Indiana  Man- 
ufacturing Company ;  Bank  of  West  Union  ; 
Banks  in  Delaware ;  Banks  in  Virginia. 

STATEMENT  Z. 

r.  T.  Tucker^  Esq,,  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in 

accowU  with  the  Bank  of  Columbia^, 
Da. 


$58,66]  40 


STATEMENT  X. 

JSmdenees  ofd^  in  these  easts  deUvered,  andinpos- 
session  of  the  Treasury^  August  ^  1830. 

KIkton  Bank  of  Maryland      ...  19,8Q6  26 

Alexandria  Soriety,  Granville         -        -  3,463  00 

Owl  Creek  Bank            -        -        •    '    ^  64  00 

Western  Bank  of  Virginia,  Parkersburg  -  198  00 

German  Bank  of  Wooster     -.      -        -  11,344  00 

Fanners'  Bank  of  New  Salem        -        -  .  1,836  00 

Bapk  of  Green  Castle    .        -        .        .  596  00 

Commercial  Bank  of  Lake  Erie     -        -  10,900  00 

Virginia  Saline  Bank    -        -        -        •  10,121  00 

Bank  of  Somerset  and  Worcester  -        .  1,375  00 

Merchants'  Bank,  Alexandria         -        •  3,217  00 

Urbana  Banking  Company'  ...  500  00 

Juniata  Bank  of  Pennsylvania       -        -  3,200  00 

Huntingdon  Bank          ....  2,380  00 

Bank  of  Muskingum     ....  391.  00 

Do                    ....  7,930  00 

•  Do                   ....  39,741  00 

Lebanon.  Miami  Exporting  Company      •  9,575  00 

Bank  of  Washington,  Pa.      -        -        -  7,508  84 


$138,103  59 


STATEMENT  Y. 


BellemoDt  Bank  of  St.  Clairsville ;  Bank  of 
Marietta ;  Franklin  Bank  of  Columbus  \  Alexan- 
dria Society,  Granville  ,*  German  Bank  of  Woos- 
ter^ Muskingum  Bank,  Zanesville;  Centre  Bank, 
Pennsylvania ;  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank, 
Greencastle;  Union  Bank,  Pennsylvania ;  Farm- 
ers' Bank,  Pittsburg ;  Farmers,  Mechanics,  and 
Manufacturers'  Bank, Chillicothe;  Farmers'  Bank, 
Canton;  Bank  of  Mount  Pleasant;  Lebanon  Mi- 
ami Banking  Co.  Ohio;  Juniata  Bank;  Farmers 
and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Pittsburg ;  Huntingdon 
Bank ;,  Virginia  Saline  Bank ;  Cumberland  Bank  of 
Alleghany ;  Merchants'  Bank  of  Alexandria ;  Ken- 
tucky  Insurance    Company;   Urbana  Banking 

18th  CoN.  Ist  SEB8.— 88 


1830. 
Jan.  30 
Aug  18 

33 
Sept.  4 

80 

Oct.  '31 

* 

Nov.  31 

1831. 

Oct.  15 

Dec.    3 

1833. 
June  30 
July  18 


1818. 
Dec.  19 
30 


1819. 
Jan.  14 
Apr.  30 

May  17 
July  13 

1830. 
Aug.  3 

1831. 
Aug.  4 


To  draft  No.  933 
J.  Norris 
W.  Neil 
draft  No.  1^ 
160 
t^l 
163 
163 
Bank  of  Vinoennes 

Cash 

draft  No,  164 
1,090 

1,337 
1,379 
caeh  account 
baL  to  new  account 

Dollars. 


Cb. 

By  draft  Bank  U.S. 
Do 
Do 
Do 

I 

A.  D.  Stewart's  dep. 

Bank  Wilmington  db 
Brandywioe 

Sundry  Treas.  drafts 

Treas.  draft  on  Chil- 
licothe 

Do  do 

Bank  United  Sutes 
Special  deposite 

Dollars. 


Cash. 


5,000 


383i361  87 


Sp'l  Dep. 
$41,375  65 

7,779  18 
11,194  33 

1,036  00 

8,130  00 

33,600  00 

130  00 

33,550  00 

1,300  00 


558  36 
1,833  00 


5,000  00 
-  5,000  00 
388,361  87 
378,36  L  87f  176,763  99 


545,991  37 


45,000 


388,361  87 


383,361  87 


By  bal  ance  of  special  deposite  - 

Do       of  cash  account     1378,36187 


468,588  37 
13,640  00 
10,900  00 
17»744  00 

8^333  00 

17,376  00 


7,930  00 
391  00 

1,300  00 


545,991  87 


I  ■« 


176,763  99 


X  Special   deposite,  evidences  at  the 

Treasury 133,103  59 

W       do        do        Bank  of  Columbia    53,661  40 


1176,763  99 
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In  addition  to  the  balance,  as'  atated  in  tke  account 
corrent,  tiiere  is  due  to  the  United  States,  on  the  booki 
of  the  Office  of  Pay  and  Depotite,  on  sundry  accounts, 
about  $30,000.- 


Jlexander  Kerr  etDom,  tU  the  request  of  Mr,  Edwards, 

I  am  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Metropolis,  iki  this 
city^  and  have  been'  so  for  ten  years  past.  It  was 
one  of  the  banks  in  which  public  aeix>sites  were 
made  previous  to  the  existence  of  the  United 
Sutes  Bank.  When,  the  Bank  of  ,the  United 
States  went  into  operation,  the  Bank  of  the  Me- 
tropolis owed  to  the  United  States  about  $90,000, 
which  was'^drawn  for  by  the  former  in  one  check. 
This  sum  had  come  into  the  bank  by  deposites  of 
individuals  only,  and  not  by  loan.  There  is  a 
deposite  now  in  the  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  consequence  of  payments  for  West- 
ern lands  being  made  partly  in  bills  which  the 
United  States  Bank  would  not  receive  as  cash, 
and  which  were  received  by  the  Bank  of  the  Me- 
tropolis, and  receipM  for  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  as  cash.  The  notes  were  on  specie 
payinff  banks;  we  received  them  as  cash;  and 
considered  the  accommodation  to  the  Government 
quite  equal  to  any  benefit  received  by  the  bank. 
The  sum  has  gradually  increased  and  vibrated, 
from  40  to  (60,000.  It  was  never  made  at  the 
solicitation  of  our  bank ;  but  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  directed  persons  wishing  to  pay  for 
lands  aa  above  stated,  to  apply  to  our  bank,  to 
know  if  we  would  receive  the  notes,  and  credit 
them  as  cash;  which  we  agreed  to  do.  The 
amount  of  deposite,  as  reported  to  the  Treasury 
the*lst  day  ot  January,  of  the  present  year,  was 
about  960,000.  Neither  specie  nor  United  States 
notes,  to  any  considerable  amount,  were  included 
in  the  above  deposites. 

ALEXANDER  fi^ERR. 

Jum  10, 1824. 

Jamah  Thompson  swoniy  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edwards,^ 

I  am  President  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  and 
have  been  since  March  1st,  1819. 

The  bank  never  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  a  loan,  but  have  always  had  the 
deposites  from  the  custom-house.  On  the  9th  of 
Januarv,  there  Was  an  application,  and  understood 
to  be  tne  wish  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
that  the  Bank  of  Alexandria  would  assume  and 
pay  the  sum  of  forty-six  thousand  dollars  to  the 
Government.  The  Bank  of  Alexandria  gave 
credit  to  the  Government  for  the  amount,  and  the 
Mechanics'  Bank  agreed  to  secure  it  by  notes  and 
real  estate.  The  bank  pays  the  drafts  of  the  Gov- 
ernment when  called  upon.  It  has  a  deposite  of 
more  thap  $139,000.  The  Bank  of  Alexandria 
has  nerer  applied  to  the  Treasurer  for  any  indul- 
gence, to  my  knowledge. 

JONAH  THOMPSON. 


Edward  Jones  swom^  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

I  am  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.    I  have  heard  of  a  letter  men- 


tioned by  Mr.  Edwards  as  having  been  written  bf 
Mr.  Stephenson,  Receiver  of  the  Public  Mooejrs 
at  Edwardsville,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury— I  first  heard  of  it  very  lately— I  belieretke 
first  intimation  I  had  concerning  it  was  derifed 
from  Mr.  Edwards's  memorial  to  Congress. 

Ctuestion  by  Mr.  Cook.  Did  you  ever  see,  io 
the  Treasury  Department,  previously  to  Mr.  Ed- 
wards' memorial,  any  letter  or  notice  in  anyof  ibe 
public  papers,  Qonceming  Mr.  £d?rards'  kafio^ 
withdrawn  from  thedirectorship  of  the  Bank  atEii- 
wardsville  1 

Answer.  Never. 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  Does  the  correspoodenee 
between  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurer,  and  tJK 
banks  which  are  depositories  of  the  pubhc  monefs, 
pass  through  VQur  hands  ? 

A.  Yes.  When  the  Secretary  is  la  tovnk 
opens  the  mail  himself,  writes  oo  the  differau 
bundles  such  directions  as  will  designate  vhitis 
to  be  done  with  each,  so  that  they  may  respec- 
tively be  acted  on ;  they  are  then  seat  oat  to  oe. 
and  1  distribute  them  amongst  the  clerks. 

Q^  Have  you  read  the  report -of  the  Secretur 
of  the  Treasury,  made  to  Congresses  the  22d  day 
of  March,  of  the  present  year? 

A.  Yes,  I  have. 

ft.  Did  the  Secretary  consult  yoa  ia  nikia; 
out  that  report  1 

A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  say  any  thing  to  yoa  in  refeieDce  to 
that  report  before  it  was  made  ? 

A.  No. 

ft.  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  know  that  the  letter 
from  Mr.  Stephenson,  referred  to  by  Mr.  Edwards, 
has  since  been  found  in  the  Treasury  DepartoMt? 

A.  No,  I  do  not  know  any  such  thing. 

ft.  Have  you  heard  that  that  letter  his  been 
found  ? 

A.  Never. 

ft.  Do  you,  remember  whether  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  received  the  St.  Louis  Eoqairer  in 
1819? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect.  I  have  seen  that  jnper 
several  times  in  fhe  Department.  Papers  are  fre- 
quently sent  to  the  Secretary,  wUch  he  has  not 
subscribed  for,  and  after  a  few  naabers  are  sent 
and  no  subscription  obtained,  they  ue  sent  do 
longer. 

ft.  When,  according  to  your  best  recoUectioa, 
did  you  first  see  that  paper  in  the  Deparunentl 

A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

ft.  Do  you  think  it  was  several  years  past? 

A.  I  have  seen  it  within  two  years. 

ftuestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Does  all  the  officul 
correspondence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcisaiy 
pass  through  your  hands  ? 

A.  Yes. 

ftuestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  In  order  Xq  distribute 
the  different  papers  sent  out  to  you  bv  the  Secrf; 
lary,  is  it  not  necessary  that  you  sboula  read  them. 

Answer.  To  read  them  all  woold  occupy  moR 
time  than  I  can  spare ;  but  on  merely  openin? 
them  I  can  immediately  perceive  whether  they  are 

from  banks  or  Receivers  of  Public  Moneys,  or 
what  is  their  general  character. 
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daestioQ  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Who  makes  the  en- 
dorsements OQ  these  letters  ? 

Answer.  If  they  require  an  immediate  answer, 
I  usually  draw  the  answer,  and  in  that  case  I 
endorse  them  myself;  but  if  they  do  not  require 
immediate  attention,  or  do  not  need  any  answer 
at  ail,  I  hand  them  orer  to  a  young  man  who  as- 
sists me,  and  he  makes  the  endorsement  The 
greater  part  of  the  letters  received  are  of  the  de- 
scription first  mentioned.  I  do  not  draught  ail 
the  answers ;  but  most  of  the  letters  are  of  such  a 
kind  that  there  are  precedents  for  the  answer 
required. 

Ctuestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  When  calls  are  made 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  papers,  does 
the  direction  usually  pass  through  your  hands  7 

Answer.  Yes,  it  usually  does.  (The  direction 
is  generally  endorsed  on  the  back.)  In  some  few 
cases  it  has  been  sent  immediately  by  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  person  having  charge  of  the  papers. 

Q^uestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  To  which  of  the 
clerks  eo  the  letters  from  the  Receiver^  of  the 
P  ublic  Moneys  ? 

Answer.  They  remain  with  me,  unless  where 
they  contain  inquiries  for  directions  concerning 
the  kinds  of  moneys  to  be  received,  and  the  place 
of  deposite;  in  which  case  thev  are  considered  as 
pertaining  to  the  duty  oCMr.  Dickins. 

Q^uestion  by  Mr.  Cook.  Where  and  by  whom 
were  the  copies  of  the  voluminous  documents  laid 
before  Congress  at  the  present  session,  in  answer 
to  a  call  for  the  correspondence  of  the  Trieasury 
with  the  Western  banks,  made  ?  "^ 

Answer.  That  is  a  question  which  I  cannot 
answer  very  fully.  I  had  no  share  in  making  out 
those  copfes.  Mr.  Dickins  was  engaged  in  super- 
intending that  business — a  Mr.  Elkins,  a  Mr.  Phil- 
lins,  and  a  Mr.  Washington,  were  employed ;  and 
Mr.  Liaub,  an  extra  clerk  in  the  office. 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  Was  any  part  of  the 
corresj[)onndence  taken  away  from  the  Depart- 
ment to  be  copied  ? 

Answer.  1  was  told  by  Mr.  Richards,  who  had* 
the  largest  portion  of  the  letters  from  the  banks 
to  copy,  that  he  took  them  with  him  to  Connec- 
ticuL  I  also  understood  from  Mr.  Elkins  that  he 
took  some  of  those  assigned  him  to  his  lodgings. 
Those  given  to  both  these  gentlemen  were  letters 
from  banks  to  the  Department ;  those  given  to  the 
extra  clerks  were  records  taken  from  the  files  of 
the  office. 

Cluestion  by  Mr.  Cook.  At  what  time  did  thb 
copying  commence? 

Answer.    I  think  about  the  first  of  last  July. 
Question  by  Mr.  Cook.    At  What  time  was  it 
finished? 

Answer.  A  few  days  before  the  report  went 
into  Congress.  It  occupied  some  days  to  arrange 
so  great  a  namber  of  copies  of  letters ;  but  as  soon 
as  that  was  done,  and  the  report  made  out,  the 
whole  was  sent  in.  I  understood  that  the  arrange- 
ment intended  was,  that  each  letter  should  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  answer  to  it;  but  I  had  no  hand  in 
the  business,  from  the  commencement  to  the  end 
of  it. 

EDWARD  JONES. 


CUment  8mUh  sfoom,  ai  the  requet/t  of  Mr,  Edwards, 
I  am  President  of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics' 
Battk  of  Georgetown,  and  have  been  for  about 
four  years.  The  banc  has  not  been  in  that  time 
indebted  to  the  United  States,  nor  is  there  a  credit 
now  on  the  books  to  the  United  States. 

CLEMENT  SMITH. 


(herton  Corr  MPom,  ai  ihe  request  of  Mr,  Edwards* 

I  am  Cashier  of  the  Patriotic  Bank,  and  have 
been  since  its  establishment  in  1815.  The  bank 
had  one  deposite  from  the  Treasury  of  910,000, 
on  the  13th  of  September,  1819.  It  was  made  at 
my  request,  iit  consequence  of  the  pressure  then 
existing  in  the  concerns  of  the  bank.  It  consisted  of 
a  draft  on  Salein.  Massachusetts,  for  $5,000 'Ports- 
mouth 92,000,  Bristol  $1,000,  Petersburg  $2,000. 
On  the  11th  February,  1820,  this  loan  was  repaid 
by  a  deposite  in  the  United  States  Branch  Bank 
in  this  city.  Interest  of  6  per  cent,  was  paid 
on  the  deposite,  and  a  loss  was  sustained  or  14 
per  cent,  in  converting  these  funds  into  cash,  which 
was  done  throqgh  the  agency  of  brokers.  The 
banks  drawn  on  were  specie-paying  banks,  and 
their  notes  current  in  their  own  States,  respec- 
tively. The  loss  arose  merely  froni  the  rate  of 
exchange.  The  bank  has  never  betore  or  since 
been  indebted  to  the  United  States.  . 

OVERTON  CARR. 


JRichard  Sm4th  sv)om,  at  the  request  of  Mr,  JEdwards. 

'  I  am  Cashier  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  this  city,  and  have  been  since  its  insti- 
tution. 

Question  bv  Mr.  Cook.  In  what  manner  was 
the  deposite  of  91,175  made  by  Colonel  Riddiek 
in  that  bank,  and  now  was  it  credited  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  t 

Answer.  To  the  best  of  mj  recollection,  it  was 
entered  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States — part  as 
cash,  and  part  as  special  deposite — ^perhaps  9^^ 
entered  as  special  deposite  on  paper  of  the  Frank- 
lin Bank  of  Alexandria,  the  residue  entered  as 
cash.  I  have  no  memorandum  with  me  to  refe^ 
to,  but  presume  the  above  to  be  the  transaction 
referred  to  in  the  question. 

RICHARD  SMITH. 


Thomas  Stwmn  svoruj  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

Question.  Please  to  state  at  what  time  the  trans- 
fer of  the  effects  of  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria to  the  United  States  was  made,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  certain  Ibans  made  to  it 
oy  the  Treasury,  and  all  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  such  transfer. 

Answer.  I  was  applied  to  as  the  Attorney  of 
the  United  States  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  some  time  in 
the  Summer  or  Fall  of  1821,  to  carry  into  effect 
an  agreement  which  had  been  entered  into  be- 
tween the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv  and  the 
Franklin  Bank  of  Alexandria,  in  relation  to  a 
I  debt  of  about  948,000  due  from  the  Franklin  Bank 
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to  the  United  States.  The  agreement  appeared 
to  have  been  entered  into  on  the  23d  of  August, 
1821,  and  the  bank  bound  themselves  to  transfer 
to  William  H.  Crawford,  and  his  saccessors  in 
office,  all  the  debts  due  to  that  bank,  and  all  the 
real  estate  of  every  description  belonging  to  the 
bank,  and  all  the  notes  given  by  the  stockholders 
of  the  bank,  on  account  of  stock  by  them  severally 
subscribed  thereto.  The  real  estate  was  to  be  dis- 
posed of  on  the  most  advantageous' terms,  and 
the  whole  amount  of  the  mopevs  collected  were 
to  be, placed  in  the  Bank  of  Alezandria,  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States.  The 
debts  were  to  be  collected  by  gradual  instalments, 
ezceptinrg  the  stock  debts,  which  were  to  be  ap- 
plied, in  the  first  place,  to  the  payment  of  the  de^ 
posites  and  issues  then  due  from  the  bank ;  and, 
m  the  second  place,  to  make  up  any  deficiency 
that  thlghi  be  due  to  the  United  States.  Sche- 
dules of  the  debts  due  to  the  bank  were  annexed 
ta  the  agreement.  . 

Very  shortly  after  this  application  was  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  prepared  a 
deed  of  assignment  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
this  agreement  into  effect,  and  made  various  ef- 
forts, in  the  course  of  the  Fall  of  that  year,  to  get 
it  executed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Franklin  Bank,  but  without  effect ;  objections  and 
difficulties,  of  one  sort  or  other,  were  constantly 
made,  and  an  indisposition  to  execute  the  assign- 
ment, as  I  thought,  manifested  on  the  part  of 
the  board.  I  had  understood  that  the  deposite 
bad  been  originally  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  that  bank  at  the  instance  of  Greneral 
Thomson  Mason  and  Mr.  Jno.  T.  Ricketto,  who 
were  then  Directors  of  the  bank,  and,  if  they  had 
been  alive  at  the  time  that  I  prepared  the  assign- 
ment, I  have  no  doubt  that  the  assignment  would 
have  been  promptly  executed ;  but  the  death  of 
these  gentlemen,  and  of  my  brother,  William  T. 
Swann,  who  had  acted  as  the  President  of  the  bank, 
produced,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  the  delays. which 
attended  the  final  completion  of  this  ousiness. 
After  making  my  efforts  to  get  this  paper  executed, 
I  WAS  requested  to  send  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  and  I  accordingly  did  so,  and  I  believe 
that  a  correspondence  took  place  between  him  and 
the  bank  upon  the  subject  of  the  deed ;  it  was  re- 
turned to  me  about  the  month  of  May,  1822,  and 
was  finally  executed  bv  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  bank  some  time  afterwards,  the  precise  period 
I  do  not  now  recollect.  At  the  time  it  was  ex- 
ecuted none  of  us,  I  believe^  were  aware  that  the 
charter  of  the  bank  had  expired.  The  impression 
{generally  was,  that  a  power  had  been  reserved  to 
It,  in  common  with  the  other  banks  of  the  District, 
to  wind  up  its  affairs,  and  the  time  given  was,  I 
think,  five  years ;  but  so  it  was,  upon  looking  at 
the  law,  the  Franklin  Bank  was  omitted^  and  its 
charter  at  an  end,  before  the  deed  of  assignment 
was  finally  executed. 

When  this  information  was  obtained,  I  was  re- 
quested to  turn  my  attention  again  to  the  original 
agreement,  and  to  see  whether  the  United  States 
would  be  able  to  recover  their  moneys  upon  that 
paper — ^upon  considering  that  paper,  it  seemed  to 


me  that  the^  notes  which  had  been  negotiated  in 
the  bank  while  it  was  incorporated  and  endorsed 
in  blank,  might  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  I accoraingly  obtained  possession  of 
those  notes,  and  filled  up  the  endorseaients  paya- 
ble to  the  United  States,  and  brought  suits  at  law 
upon  those  notes  in  behalf  of  the  United  States^ 
which  suits  are  still  mostly  depending. 

As  to  the  stock  notes,  do  measures  have  yet 
been  taken  upon  them,  nor  did  the  agreement  with 
the  bank  authorize  any  steps  to  be  yet  taken,  but 
when  it  may  be  necessary  to  resort  to  them,  it 
seemed  to  me  that  a  court  of  chancery  would  com- 
pel the  payment  of  them  and  give  to  the  United 
States  the  same  relief  as  if  the  assigomeats  had 
been  regullirly  made. 

If  the  United  States  should  be  able  to  enforce 
the  payment  of  these  stock  notes,  I  should  enter- 
tain no  doubt  but  that  the  money  due  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  may  be  obtained — but  otherwise,  a  ood- 
siderable  loss  would  be  sustained. 

THO.  SWANN. 


David  EngUsh  noom,  at  tke  requetit  of  Mr,  Edwardi. 

I  am  Cashier  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Qeorgelown, 
and  have  been  since  its  institution  in  1806L  That 
bank  received  one  deposite  in  August,  1819,  from 
the  Treasury,  of  ^5,000.  The  bank  was  under 
some  fears  on  the  subject  of  the  resamptioaof  spe- 
cie payments,  and  application  was  made  to  the 
Treasury  for  aid,  and  the  loan  was  obtained ;  which 
was  repaid  in  October  following,  by  depoaifes  in 
the  United  States  Bank  ot  its  brancnes.  No  other 
deposite  has  since  been  made  by  the  Treasury  in 
the  Union  Bank,  to  my  knowledge.  No  interest 
was  paid  on  the  above  loan. 

D.  BNGUSH. 


iThonuu  Dwngan  fioom,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Ei- 

ioards, 

I  am  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  have  been  about, eight  yean. 

duestion.  Have  you  heard  of  a  Itxter  said  by 
Mr.  ]Sd  wards  to  have  been  written  by  Mr.  Stephen* 
son,  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  at  BdwardsviUe, 
to  the  Treasury,  in  1819. 

Answer.  Not  until  lately,  when  it  has  Ywen 
mentioned  an  the  public  papers.-  I  oerer  beard  of 
it  until  after  Mr.  Edwards's  memorial  wms  cooh 
municated  to  Gk)ngress. 

Q^  Was  it  afler  that  memorial  was  presented 
to  Congress  that  you  first  heard  the  subject  spokea 
of? 

A.  I  have  answered  that  question.  - 

€L  Have  you  heard  any  thing  of  that  letter^ 
having  been  found  in  the  Treasury  Departmeat 
since  that  memorial  was  presented  to. Congress? 

A.  I  have  not. 

QL.  Do  you  know  whether  the  St.  Louis  En- 
quirer was  received  at  that  Department  in  1819  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 

d.  Did  you  see  the  report  df  the  SeereUry  of 
the  Treasury,  of  the  22d  of  March  of  the  present 
year,  previous  to  its  eammunication  to  Congress, 
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or  did  yoa  know  any  thing  of  the  subject  of  its 
contents  before  it  was  communicated  ? 

A.  I  did  not  see  or  copy  any  part  of  the  report 
before  it  went  to  Congress.  I  had  only  a  general 
knowledge  of  its  contents,  such  as  every  body  else 
had,  from  the  call  to  wiiich  it  was  an  answer.  My 
business  in  the  office  did  not  lead  me  to  any  spe- 
cial knowledge  of  that  report. 

THOMAS  DUNGAN. 


Samuel  M.  McKea/n  twora^  at  (he  requeet  of  Mr.  Ed- 

warde, 

I  am  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
Che  Treasury.  I  never  heard  of  the  letter  said  to 
have  been  written  by  Mr.  Stephenson,  Receiver 
of  Public  Moneys  at  Ed  wards viile,  to  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  before  the  evening  of  the  day  on 
"Which  Mr.  Edwards's  memorial  was  presented  to 
Congress.  I  attend,  among  other  things,  to  that 
part  of  the  business  of  the  office  which  relates  to 
the  remission  of  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  also  to 
the  issuing  of  commissions.  I  have  never  heard 
of  thai  letter's  having  been  found  by  any  one  in 
the  Treasury  Department. 

S.  M.  McKEAN. 


N 


FeterG.WaeMiiffUmtw&rnjatiherequettitfMr.  Ed- 

wofda, 

I  am  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  have  'been  since  1st  July,  1822.  I 
copi^  a  portion  of  the  documents  submitted  to 
Congress  the  present  session  by  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. I  first  heard  of  Mr.  Stephenson's  let- 
ter to  the  Treasury  on  the  day  after  the  memorial 
of  Mr.  Edwards  was  presented  to  Congress.  I 
have  never  heard  that  that  letterhas  been  found 
in  the  Department  since  the  presentation  of  that 
memorial.  The  letters  addressed  to  ihe  office  in 
general,  and  among  them  those  which  contain  the 
correspondence  with  the  banks,  are  mostly  depo- 
sited m  the  I'oom  in  which  I  am  employed,  %nd 
are  considered  as  placed  more  particularly  under 
my  charge ;  and  1  think,  that,  had  such  a  leuer 
been  fou  d,  I  must  have  neard  of  it.  The  letters 
have  always  been  under  my  charge  since  I  went 
into  the  omce;  but  every  gentleman  in  the  office 
has  free  access  to  them  as  a  matter  of  course  in 
the  discharse  of  his  official  duty — my  duty  in  re- 
lation to  them  consists  in  placing  and  keeping 
them  on  the  proper  files,  and  restoring  them  to 
their  places  when  reinoved*  The  custom  of  the 
office  in  relation  to  letters  sent  from  ir,  is  to  pre- 
serve in  the  Departqaent  the  draught  of  letters,  and 
to  send  away  the  fair  copy  of  that  draught  made  b^ 
one  of  the  clerks.  The  original  draught  is?  some- 
times made  by  the  Secretary  himself,  and  if  it  is 
sufficiently  fair,  the  original  itself  is  sometimes 
sent,  and  a  copy  retained.  These  copies  or  draughts 
are  filed,  and  usually  recorded  monthly.  No  di- 
rections were  ever  given  me  by  the  Secretary  to 
search  for  the  letter  of  Mr.  Stephenson ;  as  I  be- 
fore said,  I  never  heard  of  that  letter  until  Mr. 
Ed  wards's  memorial  was  presented.  The  instruc- 
tions of  the  Secretary  were,  that  all  the  letters  to 


and  from  banks  should  be  communicated  to'  Con- 
gress ;  in  consequence  of  which,  m^iny  letters  were 
so  comknunicated  which  I  did  not  conceive  to  be 
embraced  in  the  call  of  the  House. 

PETER  G.  WASHINGTON. 


Peter  G,  Washinffton  again  called. 

.  Question  by  Mr.  Webster. '  Are  you  able  to  state 
at  what  time  the  copying  of  the  correspondence 
with  the  banks  commenced,  by  order  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  which  was  called  for  by  a 
resolution  of  Xhe  House  of  Representatives  of  May 
8,  1822,  and  which,  was  communicated  with  a 
letter  of  the  Secretary  to  the  House,  of  22d  of 
March,  1824? 

Answer.  Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress, in  1823-^1  think,  in  April. 

duestion  by  Mr.  Cook.  Look  at  the  paper  now 
shown  to  you.  [Here  Mr.  Washington  was  shown 
a  paper,  submitted  to  the  Committee  by  Mr.  Ed- 
waras,  as  the  enclosure  contained  in  the  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Cashier  of 
the  Bank  of  Edwardsvilie,  dated  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, 1819.]    Do  you  know  the  handwriting  1 

Answer.  I  do.  ' 

Q.  Will  you  state  whose  it  is  1 

A.  It  is  the  handwriting  of  the  late  Edward 
Fox,  formerly  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  copied  the  letter  of  the 
1st  of  November,  above  referred  to,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  communicated  to  the  House,  with 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  24th  of  March 
last? 

A.  I  do.    It  was  copied  by  myself. 

Q^  Did  the  original  copy  of  the  enclosure  ac- 
company the  origmal  letter,  when  copied  by  you  7 

A.  It  did  not.  The  enclosure  was  a  letter  to  a 
Receiver.  The  letters  called  for,  were  letters  to 
and  from  banks. 

Q.  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  know  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  could  have  commanded  the 
same  means  during  the  recess  of  Congress^  in 
1822,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  the  documents 
to  accompany  the  report  made  on  the  22d  March, 
1624|  as  were  employed  during  the  sacceeding 
yeari  to  prepare  the  same  documents ;  and,  if  so, 
do  you  know  what  reason  prevented  their  em- 
ployment? 

A.  The  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, on  that  subject,  must  always  be  the  same. 
In  his  report  of  February,  1823,  he  states  why  all 
the  correspondence  with  the  banks  was  not  then 
communicated ;  and  I  know  of  no  other  reason 
than  the  one  he  assigned. 

d.  Do  you  know  of  any  reason  to  doubt  the 
truth  of  the  facts,  stated  in  that  report,  as  the 
cause  for  not  sooner  communicating  the  corres- 
pondence? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Clnestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  At  what  time  did 
Mr.  Crawford  return  from  Georgia  to  Washing- 
ton, in  that  year  ? 

Answer.  Late  in  the  FaH. 

PETER  G.  WASHINGTON. 
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Gum  qfNmian  EcUoardi, 


Robert  Newdl  mmtb,  at  the  requuto/Mr,  Edwards. 

I  am  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  I  never  heard  of  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Ste{>henson  to  the  Treasury,  until  I  read  the  me- 
morial of  Mr.  Edwards  to  Conffress.  I  have  been 
in  the  office  three  years.  I  had  charge  of  the 
leftets  in  the  apartment  where  Mr.  Washington 
now  isj  for  a  time.  I  never  saw  such  a  letter  as 
that  said  to  have  been  written  by  Mr.  Stephen- 
son, in  the  Department,  h  is  now  nearly  two 
yeacs  since  tleh  that  room.  I  have  heard  noth- 
mg  of  such  a  letter's  being  found  in  the  Depart- 
ment, since  Mr.  Edwards^s  memorial  was  pre- 
sented to  Congress.  Nothing  was  ever  said  to 
me,  either  by  Mr.  Crawford  or  by  any  other  per- 
son, respecting  that  letter,  previous  to  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's report  of  the  22d  of  March,  1824. 

R.  NEWELL. 


Atbury  Dickins  sworn,  at  the  requut  of  Mr,  Edwards, 

I  ao^a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  had  any 
agency  m  the  neffQtiation  concerninf  the  collec- 
tion or  securing  the  loan  to  the  FranKlin  Bank  of 
Alexandria,  alter  the  time  at  which  the  ternM  of 
the  agreement  were  settled,  which  appears  to  have 
been  on  the  5th  of  December.  1821.  I  never 
heard  any  thing,  as  I  now  recollect,  of  the  letter 
said  to  have  been  written  to  the  Treasury,  by  Mr. 
Stephenson,  of  Edwardsville,  previously  to  the 
Secretary's  directing  me  to  draw  up  the  report  of 
the  22d  of  March  last.  I  wrote  the  report,  accord- 
ing to  directions  previously  given  me,  by  the  Sec- 
reury ;  and,  when  it  was  completed,  I  read  it  to 
him.  Before  receiving  those  directions,  I  do  not 
recollect  to  have  heard  Bdr.  8 tephensou's,  letter 
spoken  of  by  any  one.  At  the  lime  Mr.  Edwards 
was  examined,  last  year,  before  a  committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  I  was  not  present. 
I  may  have,  afterwards,  read  Mr.  Edwards's 
deposition  concerning  that  letter.  But,  when  I 
received  the  directions  above  alluded  to,  I  had 
forgotten  every  thing  in  relation  to  it.  I  received 
Mr.  Crawford's  instructions  to  prepare  the  report 
a  few  days  before  the  papers  were  ready  wuch 
were  to  accompany  it.  He  expressed  impatience 
at  the  delay  wnich  had  taken  place^  and  urged 
me  to  use  despatch  myself,  and  to  hasten  the  other 
persons  employed.  The  greater  part  of  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  Secretary  with  the  banks,  has 
psAsed  through  my  hands,  ever  since  I  have  been 
m  the  office,  which  has  been  since  October,  1816. 
I  had  no  instructions  to  search  for  the  alleged  let- 
ter of  Mr.  Stephenson,  until  the  time  I  received 
Mr.  Crawford's  instructions  to  draw  up  the  re- 
port. He  then  directed  me  to  have  the  search 
made.  I  made  the  search,  accordingly,  but  did 
not  find  such  a  letter,  nor  have  I  since  heard  of 
its  being  found.  I  searched  for  it  on  the  files  of 
the  office.  The  letters  had  been  put  away  in 
bundles.  I  directed  the  messenffer  to  bring  me 
the  bundles  which  contained  me  letters  of  the- 
period  alluded  to.  I  searched  all  of  those  bundles, 
and  examined  all  the  files  of  letters  they  contained. 
Those  bundles  were  not  in  my  charge,  and  I  can- 


not say  how  long  they  had  remained  imttiudied — 
they  are  usually  put  away  by  the  junior  clerks. 
They  may  be  said  to  be  in  the  particular  care  of 
Mr.  Jones,  or  rather  the  messenger ;  they  are  pat 
away  in  cases.  The  report,  as  I  believe,  bean 
date  the  same  day  it  was  sent  to  the  House, 
which,  I  think,  was,  also,  the  same  day  on  which 
the  fair  copy  was  written.  I  do  not  remember  that 
I  had  any  coni^rsation  with  Mr.  Crawford,  on  the 
subject  of  that  letter,  between  the  time  when  I 
first  received  his  instructions  to  draw  up  the  re- 
port, and  the  time  when  I  read  the  draught  of  the 
report  to  him.  He  then  inquired  whether  I  had 
made  the  search  directed,  and  I  informed  htm  tbit 
I  had,  and  of  the  result.  Mr.  Richards,  as  far  ai 
I  recollect,  returned  the  letten  he  took  sway  to 
copy,  in  October  or  November.  When  he  re- 
turned, I  employed  several  persons  in  makiag 
farther  copies.  At  the  time  I  had  the  fint  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Crawford,  concerning  the  let- 
ter of  Mr.  Stephenson,  he  directed  me  to  search 
the  records  for  an  answer  to  that  letter,  which  I 
did,  accordingly,  and  found  none. 

A8BURY  DICKINS. 


Thomas  F.   Riddick   swam,  at  the  ngneat  ^  ifr. 

Edwofds. 


The  Bank  of  Missouri  had  a  capitai  of  (250,- 
000,  of  which  940,000  was  placed  hi  an  office  of 
discount  and  deposite  at  St.  Genevieve,  which 
said  office  was  entisely  under  the  control  of  the 
principal  bank,  in  all  respects;  the  cashier  and 
all  the  directors  and  officers  "w&e  appointed  by 
the  mother  bank,  and  removed  at  pleasure.  Their 
general  operations  were  also  directed  by  the  pnn- 
cipal  bank,  at  St.  Louis.  The  office  at  St.  Gme- 
vieve  loaned  money  oh  personal  security,  but  serer 
on  pledge  of  stock.  Stockholders  residing  at  Su 
Genevieve  pledged  their  stock  at  Sl  Louis,  if  dief 
wished  to  borrow  on  that  security ;  not  more  than 
eiffhtv  per  cent,  was  allowed  on  such  pledge, 
whicn  was  considered  only  as  collateral  security. 
These  loans  were  always  considered  sufe^  and 
better  than  any  personal  security.  1  beiiere  that 
the  stock  has  never  fallen  below  eighty  per  cent. 

A  Inrg^  amount  of  public  moneys  had  accu- 
mulated in  the  bank  prior  to  the  9th  August,  1S19, 
but  it  consisted,  for  the  most  part,  in  notes  of 
the  various  banks  of  the  West,  which  had  beea 
received  by  the  land  offices,  and  could  not  be 
used  jn  the  Treasury  in  discharge  of  debts  due 
by  the  Government.  The  Bank  of  Missouri,  at 
its  own  expense  and  risk,  fand  for  which  ther 
have  not  as  yet  been  allowed  any  compensation*) 
converted  those  funds  to  a  large  amount,  say 
$600,000,  into  such  funds  as  would  pay  the  Trea- 
surer's drafts  at  St.  Louis.  But  the  GoverD- 
ment  having  no  occasion  to  disburse  aay  consid- 
erable amount  at  St.  Louis,  (as  the  bajik  were 
informed,)  made  a  proposition  to  the  bank  to 
transfer  its  funds  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  certain  of  its  branches;  and,  as  acompensa- 
tion  for  this  service,  agreed  that  S150,0CK)  should 
remain  in  bank  as  a  permanent  deposite,  bat 
which  mighty  nevertheless,  be  drawn  oa  whea 
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Ccm  o/Niman  Edwards, 


disbursements  could  be  made  at  St.  Louis;  agree- 
ing, also,  tbat  further  comptinsation  should  be 
made  ii  the  deposite  should  not  be  found  adequate 
for  the  service  proposed  to  be  rendered.  This 
was  accepted  in  part  on  the  9th  August,  1819, 
aod  a  sum,  amounting  to  near  9450,000,  before 
and  after  that  time,  was  paid  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  branches,  or  fknds  worth  four 

Ser  cent,  premium  to  the  bank.    The  permanent 
eposite  was  frequently  drawn  on,  and  reduced 
to  an  amount  considerably,  below  ((150^000.  The 
bank  has  been  allowed  no  compensation  as  yet 
for  this  seryice  beyond  what  the  uncertain  benefit 
of  this  deposite  might  ha  re  been  worth  to  them, 
which,  under  circumstances,  ought  to  be  estima^d 
at  a  very  small  sum.    Moreover,  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri had  to  encounter  the  hostility  of  nearly  all 
the  institutions  of  the  West  from  whom  the  Bank 
of  Missouri  had  to  make  demand  for  spiecie  funds, 
or  such  other  funds  9^  WQuld  satisfy  the  Treasu- 
rer's drafts ;  and,  also,  from  sentlemen  connect- 
ed with  those  banks.    This  »ct  will>be  seen  bv 
a  reference  to  the  .printed  correspondence  with 
banks.    See  letters  from  the  President  of  the  Bank 
of  Kentucky  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  May 
25, 1819:  September  29,  1819 ;  letter  from  hon- 
orable W.  H.  Crawford  to  President  of  the  Bank 
of  Kentucky,  July  30,  1619;  also,  letters  from 
honorable  Ninian  Edwards,  a  Senator  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States,  May  10th  and  12th,  1819,  directed  to 
Thomas  F.  Riddick,  one  of  the  Directors  of  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  which  said  letters  last  named 
are  filed  with  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
in  suppor.t  of  a  petition  presented  by  Thomas  F. 
RiddicK.  as  agent  for  the  bank. 

It  will  also  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  several 
agreements  made  by  the  Bank  with  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  the  general  correspondence;  also, 
the  original  certificates  of  deposite,  that  the  Bank 
of  Missouri  never  became  bound,  until  the  9th  of 
August,  1819,  to  pay  over  to  the  Treasury  any 
other  or  better  funds  than  such  as  they,  should  re^ 
ceive  from  the  land  offices,  not  having  it  in  their 
power,  before  the  said  9th  of  Auguat,  to  direct 
what  kind  of  paper  should  be  received  inpayment 
for  lands;  this  was,  before  that  date,  regulated  by 
a  list  furnished  the  difierent  Receivers,  by  the 
Treasury  Department,  and,  whether  at  par  or  not, 
was  received  from  them  by  the  Bank  of  Missouri, 
and  certificates  of  deposite,  issued  by  the  cashier, 
stating  the  amount  received  in  par  funds,  and  the 
amount  received  in  such  paper  as  had  been  au- 
thorized by  the  Treasury  Department.    The  bank, 
therefore,  clearly  had  a  right  to  pay  over  such 
funds  as  was  received  by  them;  and  the  Govern- 
ment, in  common  justice,  is  bound  to  make  com- 
pensation for  the  risk  and  loss  incurred  by  the 
oank,  in  converting  those  funds  into  such  other 
funds  as  ooold  be  used  by  the  Treasury,  in  pay- 
ment of  demands  against  them. 

Whenever  these  foir  demands  of  the  bank  shall 
be  liquidated  and  settled,  the  amount  that  will  be 
then  fonnd  due  the  United  States  will  be  much 
lessened,  and  th#amount  that  has  been  transferred 
by  the  bank  ample,  and  greatly  more  than  8ufi&- 
cient  to  satisfy  every  cent  justly  due  by  the  bank 


to  the  United  States.  The  amount  tbat  now 
stands  charged  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  if 
thevnominal  amount  of  all  the  moneys  of  every 
description  paid  into  bank  by  the  land  offices, 
without  any  deduction  having  been  made  for  ser- 
vices rendered,  and  for  risk  and  loss  in  exchange. 
It  will  also  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  reports 
of  the  bank^  and  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  Missouri  Legislature,  that  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri did,  at  all  times,  conduct  its  operations  with 
great  care  and  circumspection,  never  having  an 
average  discount  incluaine  notes  on  pledges  oe 
stock  (with  the  exception  of  the  deposite  of  $150,* 
060^  greater  thanrthe  capital  stock,,  and  never 
having  its  paper  signed  for  circulation  to  a  greater 
amount  than  $204,938  29,  of  which  sum  (if  the 
books  of  the  bank  were  within  my  reach,}  I  am 
satisfied  it  would  be  found  that  the  average  amount 
in  circulation,  from  the  completion  of  the  payment 
of  the  capital  stock,  to  the  day  of  suspension,  did 
not  exceed  $80,000 ;  the  greatest  amount  that  ap- 
pears ever  to  have  been  in  circulation,  was  $163,- 
899  50;  of  which  sum  $25,000,  or  near  that 
amount,  was  8|)ecially  deposited  in  the  Branch 
Bank  or  the  United  States  at  Ltoington,  and  be- 
longed to  the  Bank  of  Missouri ;  at  the  time  the 
bank  suspended  payment,  only  $86,000,  or  there- 
abouts, was  in  circulation. 

The  suspension,  in  August,  1821,  cannot,  ther^ 
fore,  be  attributed  either  to  excessive  loans,  or  to 
an  excessive  issue  of  the.]Miper  of  the  bank;  but 
to  the  general  sittiation  of  the  Western  country, 
which  rendered  it  imjiossihle  for  the  bank  to  col- 
lect from  its  debtors,  with  sufficient  promptnesS|  «o 
meet  the  demands  for  specie,  created  by  the  pres- 
sure that  existed  at  that  tim^  and  to  the  circum- 
stance of  this  bank  being  almost  the  only  one 
'who  continued  to  pay  specie  on  demand  in  the 
Western  country. 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  Were  you  President 
of  tbe  Bank  of  Missouri  in  1821 1 

Answer.  I  was. 

Q.  by  same.  Do  you  believe  that  tbe  account 
and  monthly  return»  made  by  that  bank  were  cor- 
rect, just,  and  true? 

A.  I  believe  they  were,  and  that  the  statement 
made  by  myself,  and  forwarded  to  Mr.  Crawford, 
under  date  of  30th  June,  1821,  was  also  just  and 
true. 

Qi,  From  what  land  office  were  the  largest  de- 
posites  made  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  between 
the  1st  of  July,  1818,  and  9th  August,  1819  ? 

A.  From  the  land  office  at  Franklin. 

Q.  When  did  General  Smith  m>ke  his  first  de- 
posite ? 

A.  I  believe  on  the  7th  December,  1818. 

Q^  How  much  larger  do  you  suppose  these  de- 
posites  w#re  than  those. from  any  other  ofilce  ? 

A.  Something  more  than  twiee  the  amount 
from  the  office  at  St.  Louis. 

CI*  What  was  the  amount  of  General  Smith's 
deposite  between  the  aforesaid  periods  ? 

A.  I  believe  they  amounted  to  $460,966  76; 
this  I  take  from  a  memorandum  in  my  posses- 


sion. 


Q.  Were  any  of  the  notes  received  from  him 
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refused  to  be  received  as  cash,  and  were  they  spe- 
cially entered?  If  so,  state  the  circumstances, 
«nd  whether  Qenerai  Smith  was  apprized  thereof. 

A.  General  Smith  .Tery  seldom  made  his  de- 
posites  in  person.  His  office  being  near  two  hun- 
dred miles  ^from  the  bank,  they  were  generally 
placed  in  bank  by  some  person  in  whom  the  Gen- 
eral had  confidence,  travelling  to  St.  Louis  or  to 
the  eastward,  or  by  boats  trading  on  the  Missouri. 
I  do  not  remember  that  the  bank  ever  had  any 
difficulty  with  General  Smith  or  any  other  per- 
son, about  his  deposites.  I  believe  they  were 
always  made  in  the  same  funds  which  he  received 
for  landsj  and  certificates  were  issued  to  him  by 
the  cashier,  stating  the  kind  of  funds  deposited 
which  certificates  were,  no  donbc,  forwarded  by 
kim  to  the  Treasury  Department,  as  vouchers. 

Ct.  What  amount  of  internal  taxes  were  depos- 
ited, much  or  little? 

A.  I  do  pot  remember  of  any  deposites  being 
made  of  that  description.' 

Ct.  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  When  were  the  deposites 
of  the  Tennessee  paper  made  by  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri, at  Louisville  ? 

A.  I  believe  in  MaV)  1820,  having  promised  Mr. 
Crawford  to  hffve  it  forwarded  as  soon  as  I  arrived 
at  St  Louis,  which  was  dope  by  a  special  affent 
I  was  afterwards  informed  that  the  affent  of  the 
Nashville  Bank  received  the  amount  of  the  Nash- 
ville, Bank  paper,  but  that  the  agent  of  the  Ten- 
nessee Bank  had  left  Louisville  a  short  time  before 
the  arrival  of  the  special  agent  of  the  Missouri 
Bank  at  Louisville,  and  deposited  it  in  the  Branch 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Thomas  F.  Rid  dick  states^  that  while  a  director 
of  th&  bank,  he  had  access  a^all  times  to  the  books 
and  papers  of  the  bank,  being  nominated  by  the 
President  to  act  in  bis  place  pro  tem.,  when  he 
was  absent  at  his  farm,  or  was  holding  Indian 
treaties,  or  otherwise  unable  to  attend ;  that  he 
counted  the  Tennessee  and  other  paper  transferred 
to  the  Treasury,  before  the  proposition  of  the^9th 
August,  1818,  was  made,  and  that  he  took  with 
him,  when  he  left  St.  Louis  for  Washington  City, 
in  December,  1819,  a  considerable  part  of  the  funds 
intended  to  be  so  transferred,  and  made  a  deposite 
atChilHcothe,  and  in  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  Wi^shington ;  which  deposites  oMide 
a  part  of  the  charge  against  him  as  agent  of  the 
bank,  as  contained  in  the  monthly  returns  made 
to  the  Treasury  in  the  months  of  January  and 
February,  1820.  Also,  that  what  I  have  stated 
before  the  committee  of  iny  own  knowledge  is 
true,  and  what  I  have  stated  as  matter  of  opinion, 
I  believe  to  be  true. 

€t.  by  Mr.  Cook.  When  you  discounted  notes 
for  individuals,  in  what  kind  of  money  did  you 
advance  the  amount  of  such  notes  ? 

A.  Those  discounts  were  usually  left  in  depos- 
ite, and  drawn  for  in  small  sums  at  different  times. 
They  were  then  paid  generally,  in  notes  of  the 
BanK  of  Missouri,  or  in  such  other  funds  as  the 
bank  had  at  the  time,  or.  as  the  party  demanded. 

Q,.  Did  not  the  amount  of  discounts  by  the 
Bank  of  Missouri  always  very  greatly  exceed  the 
amount  of  its  notes  in  circulation  ? 


A.  It  is  my  impression  that  it  always  greatly 
exceeded  that  amonnt. 

•Q^  Did  not  so  much  of  the  money  advanced 
fbr  discounts  as  exceeded  the  amount  of  the  bank's 
own  paper,  consist  of  moneys  deposited  in  it  by 
the  Government  ? 

A.  It  consisted  in  part  of  such  mon^y^  bat  not 
wholly,  because  sonie  part  of  those  moneys  were 
in  notes  that  the  bank  could  not  use. 

d.  Did  the  Iwnk  ever  refuse  to  receive  dcfios- 
ites  made  by  Gkneral  Smith  as  cash  ? 

A.  So  much  of  the  deposite  as  was  in  cash  was 
received  as  cash;  so  much  of  it  as  consisted  of 
bills  was  receipted  for  as  such;  but  the  whole 
amount  was  credited  together,  without  distinction. 

d.  Did  you,  in  receiving  deposites  from  the 
Land  Offices,  ever  keep  a  separate  account  of  pa- 
per and  of  cash  ? 

A*  A  memorandum  of  the  soi't  of  funds  received 
was  kept  by  the  cashier,  but  it  did  not  go  into  the 
books  of  the  bank.  But,  in  private  accoontai  with 
individuals,  a  separate  account  was  in  some  ia* 
stances  kept  for  cash  and  for  notes,  by  inaertiiig  ia 
the  ledffer,  opposite  to  the  sums  paid,  the  words 
'  cash,''  or  "  foreign  notes,"  as  the  case  might  be. 
When  deposites  were  made  on  account  of  the 
United  States,  a  certificate  was  issued  by  the 
Cashier,  stating  whether  the  deposite  had  been 
made  in  cash,  or  in  such  notes  as  the  Land  Offi- 
ces were  directed  to  receive. 

€1.  Was  not  the  principal  part  of  ihe  funds  de- 
posited by  Gh}vernment  in  the  Bank  of  Mtssouri, 
transferred  to  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United 
States  at  Louisville,  and  other  banks  in  Ken- 
tucky ? 

A.  Tbo'e  was  no  transfer  made  to  any  other 
bank  in  Kentucky  but  the  bank  at  LooisviUe. 
The  transfers  made  by  the  bank  will  appear  in  the 
communication  of  the  Treasurer  No.  2,  ^ted 
March  Ist,  1823. 

d.  Were  not  the  funds  which  you  say  were 
worth  four  per  cent  premium,  and  paid  over  bf 
the  bank  to  Govern ibent,  derived  from  the  Gov- 
ernment d^osites  ? 

A.  Some  part  of  them  might  have  been ;  the 
ffreater  part  was  by  the  purchase  of  lulls  on  the 
Government,  sent  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  at  Philadelphia,  and  to  the  Branch  Bank 
of  the  United  States  at  Washington  City,  for  cd- 
lection  on  the  part  of  the  bank. 

QL  Were  not  these  bills  paid  for  in  the  funds 
that  had  beeq  deposited  in  the  bank  by  Che  Gov- 
ernment? 

A.  Thev  were  paid  for  out  of  the  general  fund 
of  the  banlc.  > 

GL.  Did  such  general  fund  embrace  the  public 
deposites  ? 

A.  There  was  no  distinct  account  kept  between 
the  public  fund  and. the  general  fund  of  the  bank 

€1.  Was  any  premium  paid  by  the  bank  CHTihose 
Government  bills  in'their'purchase?  and  if  so,  on 
how  many,  and  to  what  amount  ? 

A.  A  premium  wasfrequentlvpaid  by  the  bank 
upon  sucQ  purchase.  I  cannot  4iy,  without  a  ref- 
erenee  to  the  books  of  the  bank,  to  what  amount 
A  premium  of  two  per  cent,  has  in  some  casei 
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been  paid,  bat  it  varied  from  par  to  one  and  a 
half  and  two  per  cent.  When  the  bank  sold  their 
own  bills  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  sold 
them  at  four  per  cent,  premiam. 

d.  By  what  means  -did  the  Bank  of  Missouri 
acquire  funds  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  on 
which  it  could  tlraw  bills?  •     > 

A.  By  collections  made  in  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  and  on  account  of  the  Bank  of  Mis" 
aouri,  and  perhaps  in  some  instances  by  deposires 
made  there  by  individuals  to  the  credit  of  the 
Bank  of  Missouri. 

d.  What  description  of  deflts  were  thev  which 
were  collected  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
for  the  Bank  of  Missouri  1 

A.  A  part  of  them  were  bills  drawn  by  indi- 
▼idUals,  and  a  part  of  them  were  bills  drawn  by 
persons  authorized  to  draw  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  the  expenditure  of  public  moneys. 
Much  the  greater'  part,  I  believe,  however,  were 
bills  drawn  by  individuals. 

Q.  You  stated  that  the  Qoternment  funds  iq 
the  Bank  of  Misspuri,  at  the  time  it  suspended 
cash  payments,  consisted  of  bills  which  could 
not  be  converted  into  cash,  or  such  suspension 
would  not  have  happened.  I  wish  you  now  to 
state  what  amount  oi  bilk  deposited  on  account  of 
the  Grovernment  was  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri  at 
the  time  the  suspension  of  cash  payments  took 
place. 

A.  I' was  not  correctly  understood,  if  it  was 
supposed  that  I  said  that  the  Gk)vernment  funds 
in  bank  at  the  time  of  the  suspension  consisted  of 
bills.  Althouffh  a  credit  then  stood  on  the  books 
of  the-Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  money  cor- 
responding with  that  credit  Was  not  actually  in 
the  bank.  The  amount  due  the  Gbvernmeni,  as 
appeared  on  the  books  of  the  bank,  was  very  near 
the  amount  allowed  as  a  permanent-  deposite, 
which  was  payable  six  months  after  the  bank 
ceased  to  be  employed  as  an  office  of  public 
deposite'. 

QL  What  sum  did,  then,  remain  in  bank,  of 
bills  which  had  been  entered  to  the  credit  of  the 
United  States? 

A.  A  verv  small  amount,  perhaps  about  five 
thousand  dollars. 

Q.  When  the  arrangement  was  made' with  the 
Bank  of  Missouri^  under  which  it  was  to  retain  a 
permanent  deposite,  what  was  the  amount  first 
understood  it  should  so  retain? 

A.  One  hundred  and  6fty  thousand  dollars. 

Q^  Was  there  not  an  arrangement  made  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  tetters  of  August 
and  September,  1819,  b]r  which  the  same  moneys 
were  to  have  been  received  by  the  Gtovernment, 
or  a  considerable  portion  of  them,  as  were  re- 
ceived underthe  subsequent  arrangement  of  March, 
1820?  And  did  not  the  bank  fail  to  comply  with 
the  first  arrangement  alluded  to? 

A.  The  letter  of  the  bank  of  the  9th  of  August, 

1819,  and  the  arrangement  mad^  by  me,  in  March, 

1820,  will  answer  that  question.  Whatever  paper, 
under  the  first  arrangement,  was  not  tjransierred, 
the  bank,  of  course,  was  accountable  for  in  cash. 

d.  Was  not  a  part  of  the  same  paper  which 


was  to  have  been  transferred  under  the  first  ar- 
rangement, aAerwards  received  under  the  second, 
in  a  depreciated  stale? 

A.  No.  *  I  believe  that  all  the  paper  transferred 
to  the  Government  was  of  the  same  value  at  the 
time  of  the  transfer,  as  it  ^as  at  the  time  it  was 
agreed  to  be  transferred  by  letter  of  the  9th  of 
August. 

Q.  Was  not  a  considerable  part  of  the  paper 
transferred  under  the  arrangement  contained  in 
the  letter  of  the  20th  of  March,  1820,  greatly  be- 
low par? 

A.  It  was. 

€1.  What  amount  of  it,  as  nearly  as  you  can 
recollect,  was  belpw  par? 

A.  Something  more  than  one' hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

€1.  Did  the  Bank  of  Missouri  ever  receive  an 
answer,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
the  following  clause  in  a  letter  signed  by  Augus- 
tus Chouteau,  President,  and  dated  9th  August, 
1819,  viz: 

"  As  to  the  Bank  of  Edwardsrille,  the  only  one  near 
us,  we  cannot  give  it  our  confidence*  Their  paper  is 
received  with  distrust,  even  in  their  own  neighborhood, 
and  passed  trom  hand  to  hand  as  Soon  as  possible. 
Owing  to  the  intimate  connexion  which  it  had  with 
the  fiank  of  8t.  Lfruis,  which  cannot  pay  its  debts, 
and  has  entirely  discontinued  business,  the  capital 
stock  of  that  bank  has  been  taken  for  the  most  part, 
and  is  now  owned  by  five  or  six  individaals,  some  of 
them  living  out  of  the  State,  and  the  direction  secured 
to  audi'  persons  as  they  may  choose  to  appoint  There 
are  other  objections  which  we  forbear  to  mention^" 

A.  I  never  saw  any  answer  to  this  clause,  and 
believe  that  none  was  ever  received  by  the 
bank. 

Ct.  Was  the  opinion  here  expressed  by  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  conceroing  the  Bank  of  £d- 
wardsville,  continued  to  be  entertained  'by  the 
former,  for  any  length  of  time  after  the  date  of 
that  letter,  and  how  long? 

A.  I  cannot  positively  say,  as  to  any  other  per- 
son but  myself;  but  my  impressions  were  changed 
after  I  unuerstood,  fVom  common  report,,  that  the 
Bank^of  Edwardsville  had  determined  to  forfeit 
the  stock  of  those  persons  who  should  not  pay  the 
requisitions  of  the  bank.  I  understood  that  Gen- 
eral Payne,  of  Kentucky,  and  others^  were  stock- 
holders to  a  large  amount,  and  I  believed  that 
they  would  fail  to'  pay  for  the  stock  subscribed  if 
demanded  in  cash.  This,  I  think,  was  my  im- 
pression at  the  time,  but  it  was  derived  merely 
from  report  then  prevailing. 

THOMAS  F.  RIDDICK. 


JaiMs  L,  Anihmy^  svam  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Ed- 

wards. 

I  am  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  I  first  heard  of  Mr.  Stephenson's 
alleged  letter  to  the  Department,  since  Mr.  Ed- 
wards's memorial  was  presented  to  Congress.'  I 
have  at  all  times  free  access  to  the  room  in  which 
the  bank  letters  are  kept,  and  have  had  occasion- 
ally to  go  there  to  consult  those  letters  with  re- 
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spect  to  deposites  by  individuals,  in  payment  of 
debts  to  th«  Governmeiit.  I  was  not  consulted, 
previously  to  the  report  made  by  the  Treasury 
to  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  its  correspond- 
ence with  the  banks,  as  to  my  knowledge  of  the 
receipt  of  the  alleeed  letter  from  Mr.  Stephenson. 
I  have  not  heard  that  that  letter  has  been  found  in 
the  Department,  since  Mr.  Edwards's  memorial 
was  presented,^  nor  have  I  ever  heard  from  any 
person  in  the  ^Draartroent,  or  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  it,  or  rrom  any  other  person,  that  such 
a  letter  ever  was  there,  or  that  the  Secretary  had, 
at  any  time,  seen  it.  J.  L.  ANTHONY. 


Exhibit  of  the  amount,  4rC;  dq^oiited  in  the  Bank  of 
Musourif  by  the  Reeeivera  of  the  Land  Offieee  at 
Kaakaekia,  Franklin,  St.  Louie,  and  EdwardeviHe, 
as  contained  in  twentjf  aix  eertifieatee  of  depoeite^ 
endoeed  in  a  eommuntcation  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  TreoMury,  of  the  Bth  of  June,  1824,  to  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  Addreee  of  N,  Eduforde. 


land  offices  and  dues 
of  ihe  ceitttcatef  of 
depotite. 


KaakaMa» 
Sept.  4,  1818 
Oct  8,  1818 
Nov.  38,  1818 
Dee.  1, 1818 
Feb.    6,  1819 

Franklin, 
Pec  7, 1818 
Jtn.  14,^1819 
Jsn.  80,  1819 
Feb.  6,  1819 
Mar.  Vt,  1819 
Mar.  94,  1819 
Mar.  34,  1819 
Apiil39, 1819 
May  36,  1819 
Jane  19,  1819 
Jane  33, 1819 

St*  Louie. 
Oet  6,  1818 
Nov.  3,  1818 
Dec.  3,  1818 
Dec  17,  1818 
Feb.  6,  1819 
Feb.  36, 1819 
Mar.  30,  1819 
Apnl80,1819 

Edwardeville, 
Sept  36, 1818 
Oct  39,1818 


Total 


$30,348 

9,887 
9,990 
6,139 
8,189 

60,446 
88,323 
3,776 
38,479 
14,268 
73,934 
37,336 
16,667 
43,834 
18,670 


33,316 
14),336 

7,803 
16,600 

9,836 
38,916 
33,464 
40,864 

7,080 
4,000 


663,490 


f  4,236  31 

3,608  81 

6,010  46 

861  00 

3,611  00 

7.078  87 

5,345  63 

0  70 

1.776  19 

086 

37.078  00 

30,800  00 

809  04 
38,734  30 
44,363  02 

8,080  16 

3,309  04 

1,776  00 

190  00 

338  43 

810  00 
1,415  00 
6,768  50 

1,135  00 


168,603  39 


Amt  of  each 
depoeite. 


f  34,479  SI 

13,686  81 

16,000  46 

7,000  00 

11,740  00 

67,634  87 
43,567  63 

3,776  70 
30,364  19 
14,368  86 
101,003  00 
58,036  00 
16,876  04 
71,668  30 
63,033  03 

3,080  16 

35,634  04 
13,000-00 

8,00100 
16,838  43 

0,886  00 
34,736  00 
34,879  00 
46,133  69 

8.216  00 
4,000  00 


781,993  39 


John  Forsyth^  of  the  HoulU  of  Rqmsentatives,  efoom 
at  the  request  of  Jfr.  Eiwarda. 

I  first  heard  of  the  alleffed  letter  of  Mr.  Ste- 
phenson to  the  Treasury,  after  Mr.  Edwards's  me- 


morial was  presented  to  CoBgiess.  A  day  or 
two  after  Mr.  Crawford's  report  eame  into  Con- 
gress, I  read  that  report^  but  had  no  convenatioft 
with  any  person  respecting  Mr.  Stephenson's  let- 
ter until  aherwards.  I  never  have  heard  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  any  penoa  con- 
nected with  the  Treasury  Department,  or  from 
any  member  of  Congress,  that  such  a  letter  has 
been  found.  I  was  shown  by  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  a  letter  from  a  gentle- 
man in  Richmond,  in  which  the  writer  stated 
that  a  pas9enffer  on  board  the  'steamboat  from 
Washington  down^he  river,  iiad  said  that  Mr. 
Cook,  a  member  of  Congress  from  llliaois,  had 
Mr.  Crawford's  answer  tq  the  letter  of  Mr.  Ste- 
phenson ready  to  produce,  on  which  I  called  apoa 
the  Sttcretarv  of  the  Treasury,  and  mentioiDcd  to 
him  what  I  had  heard.  He  replied  ''it  was  poM- 
ible,  but  it  s<iarcely  could  be  so.'* 

J.  FORSYTH. 


Jonathan  JenninffMy  of  the  House  of  'AtpreuntaHus^ 
sworn  at  the  request  of  Mr.  EAjjatids. 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook. ,  la  the  report  made  bv 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treastiry  to  C<mgiess^  14th 
February,  1822,  he  states,  that  <<for  the  pufaiic 
'  mon6y  on  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  Viaeeaaes  at 
'  the  time  of  its  failuw,  collateral  security  has  been 
'  obtained."  I  wish  you  to  state  your  laiowledge 
of  the  nature  of  that  security. 

Answer.  The  collateral  security  conaiated  of  aa- 
si^nments  of  certain  bonds  given  to  the  JBank  of 
Vmcennes,  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  aad 
a  note  of  a  Mr.  Piatt  and  his  endorsersi  as  also  a 
transfer  .in  trust  for  the  use  of  the  United  Suies, 
of  oertain  real  property.  The  lajue  of  the  collate- 
ral security)  when  given,  I  should  have  esiinatcd, 
provided  t^ere  had  been  no  substantial  objeetiooa 
to  the  character  and  circumstances  under  wtucb 
the  assignments  and  transfers  were  made,  as  beiag 
worth  a  sum  not  to  exceed  $80,000  \  the  gieater 
part  of  which,  however,  since  the  aasigameais  and 
transfer,  owing  to  various  causes,  has  beeooie  una- 
vailable to  the  United  States,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
the  residue  will  not  yield  more  than  f80,OO0. 

^  Do  you  know  of  any  steps  taken  since  the 
arrangement  of  1891)  to  get  security  for  this  debt  1 

A.  I  know  of  none,  expept  what  was  obtsaned 
through  General  Noble,  at  Brook ville,  Imtiana, 
in  the  year  1622 ;  of  the  value  of  which  1  am  un- 
acquainted. 

Question  by  Mr.  Floyd.  Had  you  any  agency 
in  procuring  the  Bank  of  Vinoaines  to  be  made  a 
depository  of  public  moneys? 

Answer.  Among  others,  I  reeommended  thai 
measure.  The  bank  then  appeared  firom  its  qnar- 
terly  returns,  submitted  to  mens  Governor  of  the 
State,  to  be  entirely  solvent.  Those  returns  con- 
tained only  the  g[eneral  accounts  of  the  bank;  nor 
was  the  institution  required  by  any  provision  of 
its  charter^  to  submit  any  list  of  its  debtors,  and 
the  amount  owine  by  each,  to  any  State  authority ; 
which  it  i\nifornuy  refused  to  do  when  applied  to 
for  that  purpose. 

^uestton  by  Mr.  Floyd.    When  the  buik  thus 
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refused,  and  yon  were  Qovernor,  did  yoo  cojanu- 
nicate  that  refusal  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
or  did  yoa  at  any  time  express  to  him  any  doubts 
or  suspicions  touching  its  solvency. 

A.  I  never  entertained  any  doubt  of  the  solvency 
oi  integrity  of  the  Bank  of  Vincennes^  until  late 
in  the  year  1820,  and  the  reeoros  of  the  State 
government  will  show,  that,  in  my  commnnica* 
lions  to  the  Legislature,  I  did  not  recommend  an 
examination  into  the  situation  of  the  bank  until 
December,  1820  $  prior  to  which  time,  it  will  ap- 

Ssar,  however,  from  the  communications  of  the 
ecretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  bank,  that  the 
latter  had  committed  a  breach  of  its  engagements 
with  the  former,  in  failing  to  p^y  drafts  drawn 
by  the  Treaspry  as  early  as  the  19th  of  October, 
18th  of  November,  28th  Uecember,  1819,  and  10th 
of  March,  1820;  of  which  failure  to  pay  those 
drafts,  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  had  any 
information,  until  the  session  of  Congress  before 
the  last.  I  was  informed,  however^  or  one  small 
draft,  drawn  on  the  bank  by  the  Treasury,  having 
been  dishonored  during  the  Winter  of  1820-21, 
shortly  before  1  .personally  examined  said  bank. 
Upon  this  examination,  I  discovered  the  bank  had 
not  two  hundred  dollars  of  available  funds,  and 
that  a  draft  drawn  upon  St  for  moneys  in  favor  of 
the  Pension  Agent  for  the  Indiana  roll,  had  been 
diverted  from  its  legitimate  object,  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  Government.  I  advised  the  Secretary  of 
War  of  the  circumstances. 

I  made  no  communicatioin  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  when  the  bank  declined  giving  a  list 
of  its  debtors,  and  the'  amouiit  omog  by  each. 
The  bank  was  not  bound  to  give  such  list,  nor 
was  it  required  by  me  only  in  compHance  with 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature,  nor  was  it  incumr 
bent  on  me,  or  neeessarv,  to  detail  to  the  Treasury 
Department  such  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  bank, 
and  the  reasons  offered  by  the  baak  as  inducing  a 
Tefu8a^,  on  its  part,  to  give  publicity  to  such  list, 
inasmuch  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made 
the  rendition  of  sneh  list,  ^  by  the  bank,  quarter 
yearly,  to  himself,  a  cohdition  upon  whioh  depoa- 
ites  were  to  be  made  in  the  Bankof  Vincennes,  and 
which  was  acceded  to  by  the  latter. 

JONATHAN  JENNINa& 


Langdon  Cheves  swom^'at  the  request  of  Mr,  Eduardt, 

I  became  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  on  6th  March,  1819,  and  continued  till  the 
beginning  of  January,  1^.  I  know  but  very 
litue  concerning  the  habjlity  of  local  banks  to  the 
Government  ot.  the  United  States.  My  duties  in 
the  United  Stat^  Bank  consisting  wholly  of  su- 
perintendence, I  could  not  concern  myself  with 
the  details  of  its  business.  I  considered  the  lia- 
bility of  local  banks  to  the  Gbvernment  as  a  mat- 
ter external  to  the  busti\ess  of  the  United  States 
Bank.  The  chief  of  what  I  do  kaow  on  that 
subject  is  derived  from  a  letter  from  the  Cashier 
of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United. States,  at  Lou- 
isville, dated  2d  May,  1820,  a  copy  of  which  I 
now  produce.    [Here  Mr.  Cheves  read  the  letter.] 

duestion.  When  the  Treasury  of  the  United 


Stales  gave  drafu  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  on  any  of  the  local  banks,  did  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  feel  itself  bound  to  receive  in 
payment  of  such  drafts  any^thingelse  than  its  own 
paper)  or  the  legal  currency  of  the  country  1 

Answer.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  did 
not  feel  itself  legally  bound  to  receive  any  thing 
but  its  own  paper  and  the  legal  currency *of  the 
country.  -  But  it  was  in  the  habit,  with  a  view  of 
being  useful  to  the  Qovernment  and  the  country, 
of  receiving  almost  any  thing  that  it  could  con- 
vert, safely  and  conveniently,  into  cash. 

Q^  'The  rule  of  the  Unitea  States  Bank  in  re« 
-ceiving  depositee  is,  that,  when  a  deposite  is  mad^ 
generally,  the  bank  is  liable  for  the  amount  of 
such  deposite  in  cash,  is  it  not  1 

A.  That  is  the  generaJ  rule,  to  which  I  recollect 
but  one  exception,  which  was  under  a  particular 
arrangement  in  respect  to  certain  Western  banks, 
by  which  the  banc  received  deposites  from  Re- 
ceivers of  Public  Moneys  in  current  bills  of  these 
banks,  and  credited  them  as  cash^  on  the  condition, 
that  it  not  duly  paid,  they  should  again  be  charged 
th  the  government. 

Q^  This  exception  grew  out  of  an  arrangement 
which  took  place  after  you  entered  into  the  super- 
iateedency  of  the  United  States  Bank,  did  it  not  7 

A.  Yes. 

Q^  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Do  you  know  what  is  the 
per  centaffe  of  the  loss  of  the  United  Slates  Bank 
on  their  debts  in  the  Western  States  1 

A.  I  cannot  state  with  accuracy.  It  exceeded 
ten  per  cent,  and  amounted,  perhaps,  to  ^heeA. 

GL  As  President  of  the  bank,  you  had,  of  course, 
constant  intercourse  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  can  you  testify  as  to  the  zM,  integrity, 
and  ability,  with  which  that  part  of  his  duty, 
whioh  relates  to  the  collection  of  tne  public  moneys, 
was  |>erformed,  so  far  as  it  came  under  your  ob- 
servation ? 

A.  I  had  much  and  anxious  intereour^  with 
t^e,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  persoaally,  and  by 
letter,  in  relation  to-  the  currency  of  the  country, 
and  the  collection  of  the  public  debts,  as  weU  m 
the  Atlantic  as  the  Western  States.  It  was  a 
crisis  of  unexampled  difl&colty.  The  great  object 
was  to  restore  and  preservef'a  sound  currency,  gen- 
erally, through  the  Union.  As  it  regarded  the 
Atlantic  portion  of  the  Union,  it  appeared,  to  my 
judgment,  to  involve  the  soundness  of  the  cur- 
rency ;  but,  as  it  regarded  the  Western  States^  it 
seemed  to  me  to  involve  the  existence  of  any  cur- 
rency at  all.  I  understood,  distinctly,  that  it  was 
the  object  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the 
Western  States,  to  prevent  its  sudden  and  total 
prostration.  In  my  opinion,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  displayed  much  ability,  great  zeal  and 
industry,  perfect  integrity,  and ,  dommanded  as 
much  success  as  was  practicable,  under  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  times. 

QL  by  Mr.  Cook.  In  expressing  this  opinion,  do 
you  do  it  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  connexion 
between  the  Treasury  Depavtment  and  the  West- 
ern banks  in  which  the  piiblic  moneys  were  de- 
posited, and  of  the  manner  in  which  those  banks 
fulfilled  their  engagements  with  the  Treasury  ? 
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A,  I  do  not  do  it  with  a  fall  knowledge  of  these 
circumstances,  but  I  do  it  with  a  great  deal  of 
knpwledge  of  the  subject.  If  this  question  be  in- 
tended to  refer  to  my  answers  to  previo  us  ques- 
tions concerning  the  arrangements  between  tha 
Western  banks  and  the  Government,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  state  that  I  understand  those  questions  and 
answers  to  refer  to  the  details  which  governed  the 
transactions  of  those  banks  with  the  Government, 
of  which  lam  ignorant ;  but  the  answer  .which  I 
have  just  given  refers  to  the  general  conduct  and 
the  success  of  the  measures  of  the  Treasury,  and 
I  know  them  from  my  correspondence  and*  inter- 
course with  the  Secretary,  and  from  the  operations 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  through  which 
large  sums  of  money  were  collected  for  the  use  of 
the  Government  in  the  Western  States. 

LANGDON  CHEVKS. 


Ifon.  Ninian  Edw(urd$  awom^  by  order  of  the  Com- 

mUtee. 

duestion  by  Mr.  Livingston.  You  stated  in  an 
examination  before  a  foriner  committee,  in  your 
answer  tolhe  ^ih  interrogatory,  that  you  had  pre* 
vaiied  upon  Colonel  Stephenson  to  write  a  letter 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relative  to  the 
propriety  of  continuing  deiiosites  of  public  money 
in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  and  that  vou  saw 
him  write  .the  letter,  and  enclose  a  publicalion 
made  by  you  therein.  The  committee  wish  to 
know  whether  you  read  that  letter  immediately 
aflter  it  was  written,  andj  more  particularly  than 
is  stated  in  that  deposition,  what  passed  between 
yourself  and  Colonel  Stephenson  on  that  occa- 
aion  1    ' 

A.  The  circumstances  under  which  it  was  writ- 
ten were  these :  Colonel  Stephenson  was,  at  that 
time,  the  Receiver  of  Public  Kf  oneys,  and  also  the 
President  of  the  Bank.  He  was  very  unwilling  that 
I  should  withdraw  from  the  bank,  and  supposed 
that  my  doing  so  would  be  likely  to  impair  its 
credit,  and  increase  the  responsibiiihr  npon  him 
for  the  deposites  in  it.  I  was  myselt  glad  of  the 
opportunity  of  circumstances  so  favorahle  to  my 
advising  him  with  success  to  write  the  letter  to 
the  Secretary,  and  he  was  very  easily  prevailed 
upon  to  do  so,  ^nd  applied  to  me  to  write  such  a 
letter  for  him,  as  I  thought  he  ought  to  write  to  the 
Secretary  i  and  1  accordingly  wrote  the  draught 
of  such  letter — ^went  to  bis  office — ^remained  there 
until  he  had  copied  it,  and  afterwards  compared 
the  copy  made  by  him  with  the  draught.  At  the 
same  time  that  he  .wrote  the  letter,  he  enclosed,  to 
be  sent  with  it,  as  I  believe  was  nis  intention,  a 
printed  copy  of  my  publicatioa  announcing  my 
intention  to  withdraw  from  the'Bank  of  E4wards- 
ville.  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  sent  the  letter,  be- 
cause, from  the  conversation  1  had  with  him,  it 
appeared  to  be  his  desire  to  send  it,  so  far  as  I 
could  discover;  and  bis  subsequent  conversation 
left  no  doubt  on  my  faiind  that  he  did  sena  it.  I 
have  no  recoUection  of  having  seen  the  original 
draught  abovementioned  from  the  time  it  was 
copied  by  Colonel  Stephenson  until  the  time  of  my 
late  return  to  Edwardsville.  It  was  then  shown  to 
me  by  Thomas  Lippincott,  who  was  employed  in 


doiag  business  in  the  Liand  Office,  and  who  took 
it  in  my«  presence  among  the  files  of  that  office. 
The  copy  now  presented  .was  made  out,  I  thiak^ 
by  himself,  and  is  either  sworn  or  affirmed  toss 
a.  true  one.  Mr.  Lippincott  is  a  gentleman  oifait 
and  respectable  character,  and,  as  I  understand 
and  believe,  was  secretary  or  clerk  to  one  braock 
of  th^  last  Legislature  of  Illinois.  Althoiigh  I  can- 
not swear  that  this  is  a  literal  copy  of  the  original 
draught,  I  know  it  to  be  substantially  correoc, 
nor  have  I  the  least  doubt  of  its  being  literally  so. 
Upon  the  original  draught,  as  found  in  the  files  sf 
the  office,  was  an  endorsement,  in  the  handwrit- 
ing of  Mr.  Stephenson,  the  words  of  whiek 
were,  as  far  as  I  recollect,  the  following :  "  Copy 
to  the  Treasury  Department,  October,  1819,"  or 
words  to  that  efiect.  An  additional  feason  whiek 
induces  me  to  believe  that  the  letter  was  sent,  is, 
that  the  said  >  Mr.  Lippvncott  also  showed  me  the 
copy  of  another  letter  which  he  took  frotn  the  files 
of  the 'Office,  which  was  in  the  handwriting  of 
Colonel  Stephenson,  the  late  Receiver,  and  par- 
ported  to  be  a  letter  from  the  said  Receiver  to  Mr. 
Crawford,  dated,  I  think,  the  .22d  October,  1819, 
Which,  from  the  subject  of  it,  appears  to  refer  to 
the  before  described  letter. 

Q^  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Was  there  any  part  of  the 
ori»nal  draft  of  the  letter  from  Mr.  Stqihensoo 
of  October  12, 1819,  underscored  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  there^waa.  I  perceive 
that  there  is  an  underscoring  in  a  part  of  the  copy 
now  presented,  which  may  have  been  done  in 
consequence  of  the  object  for  which  this  oopf 
was  taken ;  which,  originally,  was  not  that  ic 
might  be  sworn  to,  but  that  it  might  be  published. 
It  was  sworn  to  subsequently  to  the  arrival  of  the 
summons  from  this  committee  to  myselL 

Q^  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Wns  that  uuderscoiing 
made  by  you,  or  at  your  request  1 

A.  I  do  not  think  it  was  made  by  rae,  and  I  do 
not  remember  thait  it  was  made  at  my  requesL  I 
do  suppose,  it  was  made  by  the  genUeman  who 
took  the  copy,  and  that  iLvras  done  by  hioi  in 
consequence  of  his  knowledge  of  my  object  in 
searchinff  for  the  letter. 

Q^  by  Mr.  Forsjrth.  You  say  that  you^pereeive 
a  part  of  the  copy  is  underscored.  Is  this  the  first 
time  you  have  noticed  thexircooi^tancel 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  noticing  it  heretofoie,  but 
think  it  is  highly  probable  that  I  did.  as  the  copy 
was  intended  for  publication,  and  this  is  apouit 
to  which  \  should  naturally  nave  wished  to  c^ 
the  public  attention,  and  of  which  wish  the  gea- 
tleman  who  made  the  copy  was  well  iqiprized. 

d.  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Your  belief  is  that  this 
undersporing  was  done  before  the  affidavit  was 
attached  to  the  copy^? 

A.  Such  is  my  belief.    Ihave  no  doub^of  it. 

Q,.  This  copy  has  been  already  published.  Hare 
you  seen  the  publication  of  it  in  one  of  tke  public 
newspapers  oi'  this  city  ? 

A.  Ihave. 

d.  Was  the  copy  for  that  publication  furnished 
by  you  ? 

A.  I  submit  to  thai  committee  whether  that  is  a 
proper  question. 
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[Mr.  Forsyth  here  stated  that  he  had  a  partica- 
lar  reason  for  making  the  inquiry.  The  fetter  as 
published  contains  a  part  in  italics  which  corres- 
ponds to  the  part  underscored  in  the  copy  now 
presented ;  and  he  wished  to  ask  whether  the  types 
of  the  publication  were  set  from  this  copy  ?] 

A.  I  have  no  objection  to  answer,  provided  the 
committee  think  it  a  proper  question.  This  copy 
is  that  from  which  I  suppose  the  publication  was 
made,  as  it  was  furnished  by  myself  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

d.  How  long  was  it  out  of  your  hands  ? 

A.  Not  more  than  a  day  or  two,  aa  well  A I 
can  recollect. 

€1.  Was  it  sent  to  the  editors  of  the  paper  in 
"which  it  wis  published^  or  was  it  delivered  per- 
sonally'? 

A.  1  do  not  recollect  which.  My  imnression  is, 
that  I  delivered  it  to  some  person  to  take  it  to  the 
printers — probably  Mr.  Cook.  Whoever  took  it, 
1  consider  the  act  as  equivalent  to  a  personal  de- 
livery of  it  by  myself. 

Q^  Did  you  search,  or  cause  search  to  be  made, 
in  the  office  of  the  Receiver  at  Edwardsviile,  ibr 
the  answer  of  the  Treasury  Department  to  the  let- 
ter of  which  you  now  present  a  copy  ? 

A.  I  went  to  the  omce  for  the  special  purpose 
of  endeavoring  to  ascertain  if  there  was  not  a  let- 
ter in  it  from  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  late  Receiver, 
directing  him  to  continue  the  deposites  in  the 
Bank  of  Edwardsviile. 

d.  Did  yoo  find  the  answer  to  the  letter  of 
"which  you  now  present  a  copv  ? 

A.  I  found  a  letter  fVom  Mr.  Crawford,  of  the 
6th  of  August,  ISIQ;  I  think ;  another  of  tnt  1st 
of  November,  of  the  same  year ;  and  one  of  April 
(probably  the  20th)  1820.  The  second  of  these, 
▼iz :  that  of  the  1st  of  Nonrember,  it  is  my  opinion, 
was  written  in  cohsequence  of  the  letter  of  the 
Receiver  of  October  12th,  1819. 

Or.  Yen  state,  in  vour  examination '  before  the 
committee  of  the  last  Congress,  that  -Colonel 
Stephepson  informed  you,  alter  he  had  written 
that  letter,  that  he  received  a  letter  froni  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  directing  him  to  con- 
tinue the  deposites  in  the  Batfk  of  Edwards- 
Tille.  In  your  letter  to>  the  Secretary,  of  the 
9th  February,  1822,  you  say  that  he  (meaning  Mr. 
Stephenson)  informed  yon  that^hat  letter  had 
heea  answered^  I  wish  to  know  exactly  what  the 
declaration  made  to  you  by  Mr.  Stephenson  was; 
whether  he  said  he  had  received -an  answer  to  the 
letter,  or  whether  he  said  he  had  received  a  letter 
directing  him  to  continue  the  deposites  in  the  Ed- 
wardsviile Bank. 

A.  The  letter  of  the  12th  October  wat  written 
previously  to  my  coming  on  to  Congress.  ^  On 
my  return  from  Congress,  after  the  session  suc- 
ceeding the  date  of  this  letter,  I  asked  the  Receiver 
what  answer  Mr.  Crawford  had  given  to  that  let- 
ter. He  told  me  either  that  he  had  received  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Crawford  directing  him  to  continue 
the  deposites,  or  that  Mr.  Crawford  had  written 
to  him  directing  him  to  do  so ;  from  which  I  un- 
derstood hi'm  that  he  had  received  an  answer  from 
Mr.  Crawford.    I  am  positive  he  told  me  that  he 


had  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Crawford,  direct* 
ing  him  to  continue  the  deposites;  but,  whether 
he  alluded  to  the  letter  of  the  1st  November,  1816^ 
or  to  that  of  the  20th  April,  1820,  or  to  any  other 
letter  4n  particular,  I  do  not  know ;  for  I  do  not 
recollect  to  hai^e  seen  either  of  these  letters  from 
Mr.  Crawford  until  my  late  return  to  Edwards- 
viile. ^ 
.  Q^  Did  nol^you  consider  that  letter  which  yon 
draughted  for  Mr.  Stephenson,  as  a  letter  frpm  the 
Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  ? 

A.  It  waa  certainly  a  letter  ^rom  the  Receiver 
of  Public  Moneys,  but  he  was,  at  the  same  time, 
President  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsviile.  I  per- 
ceive, from  Uie  copy,  it  is  dated  at  the  *'  Receiver's 
Office."  I  know  that  the  Receiver's  letter  was 
written  there  from  the  draught  alluded  to. 

A.  Yon  state  that  you  returned  from  Congress 
in  the  Spring  of  1819,' and  found  the  Bank  of  Ed- 
wardsviile under  ^reat  pressure.  I  wish  to  know 
whether  you  apprized  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury that  such  was  the  fact,  or  advised  the  Re- 
ceiver of  Public  Moneys  to  withhold  deposites  io 
that  bank  on  account  of  it  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did  Write  directly  to 
the  Secretary  myself;  but  I  am  under  an  impres- 
siop  that  the  President  of  the  Bank  did  write  him 
a  letter,  the  object  of  which  was  to  induce' him  to 
forbear  drawing  upon  the  bank  while  it  was  under  « 
difficulty..  I  made  a  communication  to  Colonel 
Johnson,  during  that  Summer,  whose  brother-in- 
law  held  more  itock  in  the  bank  than  any  other 
perspn,  of  the  difficulties  with  which  the  banlc 
was  tlien  struggling,  and  with  a  view  that  he 
should,  and  the  expectation  that  he  would,  com- 
municate the  same  to  Mr.  Crawford.  I.  am  in- 
duced to  believe  that  he  did  so,  fr9m  k  letter  from 
Mr.  Crawford  to  Colonel  Johnson,  of  the  15th 
July,  1819,  which  I  now  submit 'to  the  committee, 
and  which  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  a  commu- 
nication from  me  to  Colonel  Johnson,  upon  the 
subject  alluded  to.  « Nothing  of  this,  'however, 
Was  done  with  a  view  to  show  Mr.  Crawford  the 
danger  to  Qovemn^nt  of  continuing  the  deposites 
in  that  bank,  but  rather  to  induce  him  not  to  draw 
upon  it  at  that  particular  time. 

The  difficulties  of  the  bank  I  considered,  at  that 
time,  but  temporary;  I  thought  it  could  be  con- 
ducted through  them,  and  did  not  feel  myself  at 
liberty  to  withdraw  from  it  until  this  had  been 
done,  which  finally  was  effected,  as  I  conceived, 
in  a  great  measure,  by  my  own  diligent  manage- 
ment of,  and  my  assistance  to  the  bank. 

I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did  particularly  advise 
the  Receiver  of  Pubiic  Moneys  to  withhold  de- 
posites in  the  Edwardsviile  Bank  at  that  time,  nor 
until  after  I  had  made  my  publication  in  the  St. 
Louis  Enquirer. 

Q^  After  your  publication,  and  when  you  con- 
sidered, the  bank  as  out  of  danger,  you  then  ad- 
vised the  Receiver  to  withhold  deposites? 

A.  Yes.    My  object  in  that  publication  was  to  , 
free  myself  from  all  responsibility  for  the  bank — 
to  state  what  I  believed  to  be  the  real  truth  con- 
cerning it,  and  to  leave  the  public  and  the  Secie- 
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Uiry  to  jad{[e  for  themselves,  how  faf  -  they  could 
confide  in  it  without  any  responsibility  on  my 
part. 

Q^  You  state  that  yoa'  enclosed  a  copy  of  this 
pnbiication  to  Mr.  Crawford ;  was  it  accompanied 
with  any  thing  Written  to  him.  or  simply  covered 
with  an  envelope,  and  directea  to  him  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  simply  enclosed  and  directed 
to  him,  and  that  nothing -was  written  but  the 
direction. 

Q^  Did  you  not  write,  at  Mrs.  Stephenson's 
request,  a  letter  purporting  to  be  from  ner  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  dated  18Ui  Sep- 
tember, 1819? 

A.  I  submit  to  the  committee  whether  thia  is  a 
proper  question.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  answer 
It  tf  they  so  decide;  and  I  am  also  willing  to 
waive  the  objection. 

[The  committee  having  decided  that  the  ques- 
tion was  a  proper  one — ] 

'  A:  h  did  write  a  letter  for  Mrs.  Stephenson, 
which  I  believe  she  copied,  signed,  and,  I  have 
no  doubt,  sent,  in  reply  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Craw- 
ford to  dolonel  Stephenson,  which  was  received 
during  his  absence  on  a  journey  to  Kentucky; 
and  the  original  draught,  which  was  written  by'my- 
sei^  I  have  lately  seen  on  the  files  of  the  Receiver's 
Office,  at  fidwardsville. 

Q^  Do  you  recollect  whether  Mr.  Stephenson 
was  in  Edwardsviile  at  the  time  your  publication 
in  th^  "Enquirer" appeared? 
.  A.  I  do  not. 

Q^  After  your  publication,  and  before  the  writ- 
ioff  of  this  letter  of  Mr.  Stephenson's,  which  you 
allegifa  to  have  been  written,  vou  knew  that  com- 
plaints had  been  made,  on  the  part  of  the  Trea- 
aanr,  of  his  withholding  deposites  of  public  moneys 
in  his  hands? 

A.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  having  seen  or  heard 
aiiY  thing  on  that  subject,  saving  the  letter  which 
arrived  at  Edwardsviile  directed  to  Colonel  Ste- 
phenson, during  his  absence. 
«  €1.  Do  you,  or  not,  know  that,  before  or  about 
the  time  of  this  transactioiL  in  the  Spring,  Sum- 
mer, or  Fall  of  1819,  Colonel  Stepheosoir  had 
loaned  large  sums  of  money  to  difierent  indi- 
viduals? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  of  knowing  or  hearing  of 
nny  such  loans  by  him.  A  list,  I  understood,  was 
found  after  his  death,  of  moneys  loaned ;  but  this 
was  subsequent  to  the  time  mentioned  in  the  ques- 
tion ;  nor  do  I  remember  hearing  the  name  of  more 
than  one  individual  to  whom  it  was  then  ascer- 
tained he  had  loaned  money. 

CL  You  Insinuate,  in  your  memorial  to  Con- 
erens,  that  there  was  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Craw- 
ford to  the  Receiver  at  Edwardsviile,  which  was, 
in  reality,  an  answer  to  the  letter  alleged  by 
you  to  have  been  written  by  Mr.  Stephenson,  but 
which  was  so  contrived  as  to  appear  not  to  be 
such  an  answer ;  can  you  assign  any  conceivable 
motiv^  which  could  lead  to  su(fh  a  course  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Crawford  at  that  time? 

A.  Mr.  Crawford,  as  I  believe,  bad  received 
much  information  against  the  Bank  at  Edwards- 
irille,  some  of  which  Appears  in  the  documents, 


and  particularly  the  letter  of  the  President  of  the 
Banic  of  Missodri,  .dated,  I  think,  9th  Aogooi, 
1819.  This  was  naturallv  calculated  to  excite 
his  fears  for  tlie  safety  of  the  deposites ;  my  with- 
drawal from  the  bank  was  calculated  to  confirm 
those  fears  j  and  I  think  it  highly  probable  that 
he  might  not  have  been  willing  to  disclose  any 
circumstance  which  was  calculated  to  increase 
his  responsibility  for  continuing  those  deposites 
in  that  bank ;  and  I  believe  those  depositee  were 
continued  there  more  through  the  mflaence  of 
General  Payne  and  his  connexions,  than  from  that 
of  any  other  persona. 

Q^  1  understand  yon,  then,  to  say  that  Mr. 
Crawford  at  that  time  anticipated  the  failure  of 
that  bank,  and  soajfht  to  provide  a  sereen  from 
the  responsibility  of  having  contiiraed  the  pfofalk 
deposites  thereof 

A.  My  opinion  is,  that  he.  did/receive  mr  pob- 
lication  and  the  Receiver's  letted,  and  that  he  has 
withheld  them,  and  I  have  already  assigned  the 
motive  which  I  supposed  might  have  eoTemed 
him  in  doing  9o ;  but,  whether  that  resulted  from 
an  actual  anticipation  of  the  failure  of  the  bank 
or  from  an  apprehension  only,  that  it  might  fail, 
I  do  not  undertake  to  decide. 

Q*  You  state  that  you  determined  to  sustain 
that  bank,  and  you  lay  great  stress  on  the  drcum- 
stance  of  your  withdrawal  from  it ;  will  yoa  stale 
how  you  were  ena^l^led  to  sustain  it? 

A.  1  endeavored  to  sustain  it  by  my  influence, 
by  my  own  funds,  and  by  my  personal  attention 
to  it. 

QL  Did  you  make  any  deposits  about  that 
time  with  a  view  to  sustain  it  ?  and  if  so,  to  what 
amount  ? 

A.  I  aided  it  by  advancing  my  own  money  or 
bills;  but  cannotsay  to  what  amount  I  hc4d  my- 
self ready  to  give  it  further  assistance,  if  it  had 
required  it. 

€1.  When  you  stated  that  you  did  not  see  the 
draught  of  the  Receiver's  letter  until  "yovr  late  re- 
turn to  Edwardsviile,''  did  you  mean  your  reioni 
in  April  or  May  last? 

A.  I  did.' 

Q.  Did  you  see  that  draught  aAcr  it  was  eopied 
of  the  Receiver  and  examined,  and  previously  to 
its  being  taken  from  the  files  by  Mr.LipfdncottI 

A.  m)t  tfaaf  I  recollect. 

Q^  Was  a  letter-book  kept  in  the  office  of  the 
Receiver  at  Edwardsviile  ? 

A.  I  believe  there  is. 

Q^  U  this  letter  from  the  Receiver  eopied  in 
that  book  ? 

A.  I  think  that  in  the  letter-book  I  saw,  tfatt 
letter  does-  not  appear.  There  are  also  other  let- 
ters, and  one  or  more,  I  think,  from  Mr.  Craw- 
ibrd,  which  are  on  the  files  in  the  office,  which 
are  not  recorded  in  the  book  I  examined,  or  if  tbef 
were!  did  not  see  them. 

d/  Are  there  any  of  the  letters  from  the  Re- 
ceiver to  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  of  the 
same  year  with  the  aliped  letter,  which  are  not 
recorded  in  that  book  ?  I  include  Mrs.  Steveo> 
son's  letter  in  this  qu^tion. 

A.  My  examination  of  the  letter-book  was  so 
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slight  that  I  cannot  pretend  to  say  whether  it  was 
ao  or  not.  I  do  n6t  recollect  whether  Mrs.  8te-' 
▼enson's  letter  appears  upon  the  letter-book  or  not. 
It  is  ray  impression  that  Mr.  Crawford's  letter  of 
the  1st  of  November,  1819,  is  not  recorded  in  the 
book  that  I  saw,  though  I  cannot  speak  with  cer- 
tainty about  it. 

Q^  Were  you  not  engaged,  prior  to  yonr  jour- 
ney to  Edwardsville,  in  preparing  a  publication 
'with  respect  to  these  docomeots  against  Mr. 
Crawford? 

A.  To  that  question  I  positively  object.  My 
communication  to  ihe  House  is  here;  it  speaks 
for  itself;  it 'Cannot  be  material  when  or  where  it 
■was  written. 

[The  committee  decided  he  was  not  bound  to 
answer.] 

Q^  You  have^tated  in  your  communication  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  that  you  are  the  au- 
thor of,  the  A.  B.  publications  which  accoi^panied 
your  address;  are  you  not ^ also  the  author  of  the 
other  A.  B.  publications  which  appeared  either  be- 
fore or  since  in  the  WoBMnffton  kepubUean  against 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ? 

A.  To  that  question  I  object  to  answer.  1  am 
answerable  onlv  for  those  A.  B.  publications  which 
I  have  acknowledged. 

[The  committee  decided  that  he  was  not  bound 
to  answer.]  > 

Q^  Have  you  not,  at  another  time,  denied  your 
being  the  author  of  the  said  A.  B.  publications 
'which  you  now  avow  ? 

A.  To  this  question  I  also  object  to  hnswer. 

[The  committee  decided  that  he  was  not  bound 
to  answer.] 

Qi.  The  packet  I  now  present  to  yoti  coataiils 
the  original  address  presented  by  you  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  {  will  you  please  to  separate 
those  parts  of  that  address  which  were  seat  to  this 
city  by  mail,  from  those  parts  which  were  sup- 
plied after  its  arrival  here  ? 

A.  The  common teation  is  before  the  House  as 
a  whole,  and  as  a  whole  was  referred  to  this  com- 
mittee. I  do  not  feel  myself  under  any  obligation 
to  state  how  iu  several  'parts  got  here. 

[The  committee  decided  that  he  was  not  bonnd 
to  answer.] 

d.  I  wish  to  kaow  whether  you  are  not  the  au- 
thor of  the  printed  letter  now  shown  to  you,  and 
which  is  contained  in  the  WaMnfftoh  Oazetfe  of 
the  24th  December,  1821,  Had  dated  the  12th  of 
that  month,  and  purporting  to  be  written  by  ft  geQ- 
tleman  in  Ohio?  ' 

A.  I  do  notconstder  rayaelf  bound  to  answer  the 
question,,  unless  the  committee  shall  so  direct  me. 

[The  committee  decided  that  he  was  not  bound 
to  answer.] 

€L  Are  you  the  author  of  all  those  A.  B<  publi- 
cations which  accompany  your  memorial  to  Con- 
gress. 

A.  I  am. 

Gi,  Were  not  the  materials  of  y6ur  memorial 
to  Congress  collected  and  prepared  by  you  before 
you  had  seen  that  letter  of  Mr.  Crawford  to  Con- 
gress which'  you  allege  to  be  the  ground  of  that 
memorial  ? 


A.  I  had  no  intention  last  session  of  attacking 
Mr.  Crawford,  unless  it  should  be  necessary  to  my 
own  defence,  or  unless  I  myself  had  been  attacked. 
I  had  no  knowledge  of  Mr.  Crawford's  report  un- 
til the  morning  after  it  was  made.  A  copy  of  it 
was  then  brought  to  my  room  by  Mr.  Cook,  in 
consequence  of  which  I  changed  mv  determina- 
tion to  have  left  here  on  that  day,  and  endeavored 
thed  to  collect  such  documents  as  I  thought  miffht 
be  useful  to  me  in  case  I  should  reply  to  it.  Not 
one  word  of  my  address  to  the  House  was  written 
in  the  City  of  Washington,  nor  have  I  any  recol- 
lection of  haying  conversea  on  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Ctawford's  report  with  but  three  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  viz :  Mr.  Cook,  Colonel 
Moore,  and  Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio.  1  left  the  city 
the.  next  (iay,  the  24th,  without  any  settled  plan 
of  answering  it,  and,  with  the  aid  of*  no  other 
materials  than  those  I  collected  here  in  the  city^ 
.and  my  pwa  memory.*^  In  making  the  references 
which  are  contained  in  my^ddr^Bss  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  I  had  recourse,  in  general,  to 
the  A.  B.  publications  whi<Hi  I  had  collected  here, 
and  which  contained  a  reference  to  those  docu- 
ments. I  occasionally  made  some  notes  on  my 
journey  to  Wheeling,  where  my  alddress  was  writ- 
ten, and  from  which  place  it  was  sent  to  this  city ; 
and  I  expect  the  documents  referred  to  by  w. 
Forsyth,  as  having  been  furnished  here,  were  ob- 
tained by  Mr.  Cook,  to  whom  I  wrote  for  that 
purpose. .  I  regretted  the  necessity  that  I  felt'my- 
self  under  to  write  at  al),  and  would  not  have 
.done  so,  if  I  could  have  hoped,  by  any  more  pa- 
cific means  that  Would  not  have  been  degrading, 
to  have  obtained  a  withdrawal  of  an  insinuation 
which  I  conceived  was  calculated  to  injure  me. 
Every  single  thing  used  in  my  address  to  the 
House  was  collected  from  a  mass  of  my  qwn  pri* 
vate  papers,  and  by  two  of  my  friends  "as  tney 
could  get  them  elsewhere,  after  the  report  of  Mr* 
Crawford  was  presented.  These  things,  thus-col- 
lected, with  the  aid  of  my  own  memory,  consti- 
tuted the  materials  from  which  my  address  to  the 
House  was  written. 

d.  Did  you  not,  immediately  after  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's report  was  made  to  Congress,  and  before 
you  left  this  city,  state  to  Mr.  Campbejl,  of  Ohio, 
that -you  then  had*  twenty  or  thirty  pages  prepared 
against  Mr.  Crawford  ?  State  vdiat  conversation 
took  place  between  you  a«nd  Mr.  Campbell,  on 
that  subject. 

A.  I  think  it  was  oa  the  morning  I  left  this 
city,  that  I  met  with  Mr.  CampbeU,  who  intro- 
duced a  conversation  concerning  thtv report  of 
Mr.  Crawford's,  by  asking  me  whether  I  had  seen 
the  report,  and  appeared,  from  the  remarks  which 
he  made,  to  consider  that  report  as  containing  an 
attack  upon  me.  He  spoke  of  its  being  presented 
at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session.  In  the  course  of 
the  conversation^  I  mentioned  to  him  that  I  con- 
sidered it,  on  this  last  account,  as  being  rery  un- 
generous, or  words  to  that  effect.  I  stated  to  him 
that  I  had,  during  last  Summer,  received  infor- 
mation that  I  was  to  be  attacked  at  the  then  ensu- 
ing session  of  Congress ;  and  I  think  it  is  probable 
I  stated  to  him  the  particulars  of  that  mforraa- 
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tion.  Thinkiog  it  no  probable  that  I  may  have 
stated  it,  I  will  dow  repeat  what  the  iDforination 
was.  In  travelling  through  Keotucky  last  Sum- 
mer, .in  RusselsviUe,  I  received  a  confidential 
communication  from  Virginia,  stating  that  I  was 
to  be  attacked,  as  is  before  alleged ;  that  Grover- 
aor  Coles,  of  Illinois,  was  expected  to  co-operate, 
ia  the  attack,  and  advising  me  to  come  on  a  week 
or'  two  before  the  meeting.of  Conffress,  to  be  pre- 
pared for  it.  In  consequence  of  this  information, 
and  not  expecting  to  return  home  for  some  con- 
siderable time.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Cook  to  call  upon 
Governor  Coles  upon  the  subject.  And  I  have 
since  seen  a  correspondence  between  Mr.  Cook 
and  Mr.  Coles,  on  the  subject,  which  I  men- 
tion, because  it  affords  to  any  who  may  be  in- 
dined  to  make  a-  further  inquiry,  the  means  of 
ascertaining  the  truth  of  the  facu  Under  an  ex^ 
pectation  thus  produced,  I  had  been  engaged  in 
writing,  an^  in  preparing  for  (he  warfare  which  I 
expected  was  to  com^  on,  and  I^  believe  I  stated  . 
that  fact  to  Mr.  CampbelL  I  know  that  I  alluded 
to  it,  in  speaking  to  him,  but  there  is  nothing 
copied  int04?ay  address  that  I  had  previously  writ- 
ten with  that  view.  In  consequence  of  tne  im- 
pression which  Mr.  Campbell's  eonveisation  left 
a  ion  n^y  milled,  that  he  thooght  I  ought  to  answer 
r.  Crawford's  statement,  I  wrote  back  to  him, 
while  on  my  journey,  that  I  should  do  so  the  first 
leisure  time  I  got,  and  iniimated  that  I  did  not 
expect  to  occupy  more  th^n  three  hours  in  doing 
it.  I  do  not  kno#  whether  he  received  the  letter, 
bat  I  expect  t^at  he  did. 

Q^  Did  vou  not  state,  in  that  codverntion^  to 
Mr«  Campbell^  that  you  had  written  twenty  or 
thirty  pages  against  Mr.  Crawford,  which  yoxx 
could  not  complete  until  yon  got  to  Wheeling, 
for  want  of  documents  which  you  expected  to  find 
fhere?  j         f- 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  made  such  a  state- 
n^eat  to  Mr.  Campbell ;  but  I  think  I  made  some 
Allusion  to  what  I  had  written,  and  stated  some 
things,  in  general  terms,  admitting  my  prepara- 
tion to  meet,^and  determination  to  repel,  an  «ttack 
that  t  had  expected  would  have  been  made  upon 
me;  but  I  cannot  suppose  that  I  isould  have  stated 
to  him  any  thing  like  preparation  for  the  particu- 
lar case  of  Mr.  Crawford's  report,  which  was  en- 
tirely unexpected  to  me. 

QJuestion  by. Mr.  Forsyth.  In  one  of  the  A.  B. 
publications,  which  accompany  your  memorial  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  you  refer  to  a  short 
a.rticle  calling  the  public  attention  to  suppressions 
by  the  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury,  which  produced 
an  investigation  in  that  House.  Do  you  aHude, 
in  this  part  of  your  publication,  to  the  article 
which  was  the  foundation  of  what  you  call,  in 
your  address,  the  A.  B.  plot  ? 

[The  Committee  decided  that  this  question  was 
inadmiBsible.] 

^estion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  When  did  you  reach 
Wheeling,  alter  leaving  this  city,  on  the  24th  of 
March  last? 

Answer.  My  impression  is,  that  I  arrived  there 
on  the  first  Sunday  in  April,  which  was  the  4th 
day  of  that  month. 


O.  When  did  you  leave  Wheeling? 

A.  I  have  no  distinct  recollection  of  the  precise 
day,  bjit  think  it  was  on  or  about  the  12th  of 
April. 

Or.  Did  you  apply  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States^  or  the  Secretary  of  State,  before  you  left 
Washmgton,  for  permission  to  remain  here  for  a 
short  time,  for  the  purpose  of  defending  yourself 
from  the  accusation  which  you  understood  Mr. 
Crawford  to  have  brought  against  you  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  I  have  never  seen  the  President 
since  I  saw  the  report  of  Mr.  CrawfcNrd  to  Con- 
gress.. 

d.  Was  there  any  thing  in  your  iostroctions 
which  prevented  you  from  remaining  in  Wash- 
ington which  did  not  equally  apply  to  yoas  re- 
maining at  Wheeling,  on  this  business? 

A.  I  had  no  written  instructions  at  that  time. 
But  the  President  had  expressed  great  anxiety 
that  I  should  get  off  as  soon  as  possible ;  aiul  the 
arrangement  was,  that  I  should  leave  this  city, so 
as  to  attend  to  my  own  business,  and  be  reedy  lo 
meet  the  vessel  at  New  Orleans  on  the  1st  of  June, 
at  farthest,  whioh  was  to  carry  me  out.  In  ooa- 
formity  to  which,  I  left  this  city  on  the  24th, 
went  to  Baltimpse  to  settle  some  private  baaiaesB, 
anci  also  to  lay  in  soihe  articles  which  I  intended 
to  take  to  Mexico.  I  aflterwards  vipent  to  WbeeJ- 
ing)  where  I  also  had  private  business* to  attend 
to,  connected  with  a  pact  of  my  business  ia  Bal- 
timore. 

CI.  You  knew,  then,  that  you  were  not  expeei- 
ed  to  leave  the  U^iited  States  till  the^st  Jnne? 

A. ,  The  arrangement,  was,  that  I  should  reach 
New  Orleans  by  the  1st  of  June  at  farthest ;  and 
^his  left  me  but  little  time,  considering  the  extent 
of  my  business,  to-  arrange  my  private  afiairs,  pre- 
paratory to  going  to  Mexico.  I  did  not  behcvey 
at  the  time,  nor  do  I  yet  believe,  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  hav^  consented  to  my  staying  for  the 
purpose  suggested  by  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Q.  Was  npt  the  vessel  in  whicli  you  were  to 
embark^  in  a  course  of  preparation  for  her  voyage, 
when  you  left  this  city  ? 

A.  If  the  vessel  had  arrived  here,  I  did  not 
know.  it.  It  was  expected  that  she  coold  reach 
New  Qrleans  about  the  15th  of  Maj ;  but  there 
was  no  certainty :  and,  I  think,  she  had  noi  ax- 
rived.  ' 

d.  You  say  ^  it  was  expected.^'  What  do  yon 
mean  by  that  expression  f 

A.  I  waited  upon  the  President  in  conaeqttcnee 
of  a  wish  he  had  expressed  for  my  early  depart- 
ure ;  and,  in  conversation  with  him,  he  reqoested 
me  to  ffo  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  ia- 
quire  about  a  vessel  to  carry  me  out  on  the  mis- 
sion. 1  called  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who 
called  in  Commodore  Rodgers  to  consult  upon  the 
subject — and,  from  them,  I  understood,  that  the 
vessel,  in  which  it  was  concluded  I  should  go,  had 
not  arrived,  but  was,,  shortly  thereafter,  expected. 
Commodore  Rodgers.  spoke  of  some  repairs  which 
would  have  to  te  made  upon  the  vessel ;  made 
some  calculation  as  to  the  time  these  repairs  and 
the  voyage  to  N^w  Orleans  would  take ;  and,  in 
this  way,  '*  it  was  estimated  that  the  rend  could 
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Rrobabif  reach  New  Orleans  about  tbe  mid<He  of 
lay,  or  between  that  time  and  the  Ist  of  June." 
€L  You  stopped  at  Wheeling,  then,  instead  of  at 
Washington,  for  your  own  personal  convenience? 
A.  I  left  here  because  it  was  necessary  to  attend 
to  my  business  at  Baltimore,  and  a  part  of  my 
business  at  Wheeling,  whidh  was  in  the  route  to 
my  own  home,  that  I  intended  to  visit  previous  to 
my  departure. 

d.  I  see,  bv  referring  to  your  address,  that,  in 
addition  to  tne  numbers  of  the  Washington  Re- 
publican, there  are  ten  numbered  documents,  from 
No.  1  to  No.  10.  Were  not  all  these  documents 
in  your  possession  at  the  time  Mr.  Crawford's  re- 
port ^was  made  to  Congress? 

A.  They  were  not.  I  had  no  expectation  of 
such  an  attack  as  was  contained  in  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's report — and  had  made  no  preparation  in 
anticipation  of  such  an  attack  as  constitutes  the 
subject  of  that  report  in  relation  to  myself. 

Q.  Whiih  of  these  documents  were  then  in  your 
possession  ? 

A.  I  had  No.  eleven  ^11) — I  had  also  No.  7 — I 
had  the  paper  from  wnich  No.  3  is  taken — all 
among  my  papers,  but  not  collected  for  any  pur- 
pose of  attack.  I  may  have  had  some  of  them  in 
the  published  documents ;  but,  I  think  I  had,  at 
that  time,  none  of  those  documents  in  ny  posses- 
sion. I  was  preparing  to  le^tve  the  city,  and,  if  I 
had  had  any  printed  documents  but  my  own,  I, 
presume  I  must  have  returned  them ;  and  my 
own  I  had  sent  to  Mr.  Cook.  Nothing  was  col- 
lected or  prepared  for  the  subject  of  ray  memorial, 
or  to  be  used  for  any  such  purpose,  till  after  Mr. 
Cook  furnished  me  the  copy  of  the  report. 

Q.  Did  you  send  your  address  by  mail  from 
Wheeling  ? 

[The  Committee  decided  this  to  be  an  fmproper 
question.] 

QL,  Do  you  know  when  that  address  arriv-ed  in 
Washington  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know,  but  presume  it  must  have 
arrived  here  the  latter  part  of  the  week  before  it 
was  presented  to  Congress.  After  it  was  written 
in  part,  it  was  detained  for  some  time,  with  the 
hope  that  I  should  have  been  able  to  obtain  a  doc- 
ument I  wanted,  from  the  residence  of  the  honor- 
able Mr.  Ruggles,  about  ten  miles  from  Wheel- 
ing— to  which  residence  I  sent  twice  to  procure 
it.  It  was  kept  open  from  the  paragraph  preced- 
ing the  last  on  page  24  of  the  printed  address.  I 
had  intended  to  have  pursued  the  subject  hirther 
at  that  time;  but,  fVom  indisposition,  from  the 
want  of  the  document  I  desired,  and  from  my 
anxiety  not  to  be  longer  detained,  I  concluded 
not  to  do  so ;  and  I  referred  to  tbe  A.  B.  publica- 
tions in  consequence  thereof.  I  had  to  have  a 
copy  of  it  made,  which  would,  of  itself,  have  oc- 
casioned some  delay,  and  this  was  increased  by 
wailing  for  the  document  abore  alluded  to.  I 
sent  on  the  copy  of  such  part  as  was  ready,  as  I 
believe,  by  mail  before  the  criffinal  was  forward-^ 
ed.    I  think  I  enclosed  it  to  Mr.  Cook.    When  I 
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left  Wheeling,  nly  intention  was,  to  avail  myaelf 
of  the  earliest  opportunity  of  making  an  addi- 
tional defence;  and  I  did  not  expect  to  be  able  to 
make  a  full  defence  until  I  could  reach  Edwards'* 
ville,  where  I  hoped  to  find  some  of  the  docu- 
ments- that  would  establish  the  truth  of  my  state- 
ments. On  my  journey,  at  Shawneetown,  In  Il- 
linois, I  found  my  publication  of  1819,  announcing 
my  intention  to  retire  from  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
vill^j  from  which  place  I  transmitted  that  publi- 
cation to  this  city ;  and,  after  my  arrival  at  Ed- 
wardsville,  I  wrote  anot)ier  address  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  had  obtained  documents 
to  accompany  it,  which  I  was  prepared  to  trans^ 
rait  when  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  arrived  at  my 
house — intending,  if  Congress  had  adjourned,  to 
get  the  same  inserted  in  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer, if  I  could. 

Q^  Did  you  transmit  the  original  of  your  ad- 
dress by  noail  Tand,  if  so,  when  did  you  put  it  into 
the  post  office  at  Wheeling?^ 

A.  I  did  not  pur  it  into  the  post  office  myself; 
I  gave  it  to  a  gentleman  to  put  in  for  me,  the  post 
office  being  at  a  considerable  distance  from  my 
lodj^ings,  and  I  expect  he  did  so,  in  time  for  its 
arrival  Jiere  in  the  latter  part  of  the  week  before 
it  was  presented  to  Congress. 
^  ^  Who  was  that  gentleman  ? 
A.  It  Tfas- some  one  of  the  gentlemen  about  the 
house  where  I  stayed,  but  I  do  n*t  recollect  which  ODe< 
QL.  On  what  day  of  your  ^tay  at  Wheeling,  did 
you  deliver  it  to  him  ? 

A.  I  have  no  recollection  except  from  the  cal- 
culation which  I  think  I  theiymade  as  to  the  pro- 
bable time  of  its  arrival  here,  and  I,  therefore,  sup- 
pose it  must  have  been  about  the  10th  or  12th  of 
the  month. 

Q^  You  intended,  then^  that  it  should  arrive  the 
latter  part  of  that  week  ? 

A.  I  knew  from  the  time  I  delivered  it  to  be  puf 
in  the  mail,  that  it  could  not  arrive  before  that 
time — and  1  intended  it  should  arrive  by  the  due 
course  of  mail. 

d.  Do  you  know  when  the  copy  of  your  ad- . 
dress  was  finished  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  the  particular  day;  but  I 
think  that  the  copy,  so  far  as  one  was  made^  was 
sent  on  by  the  first  mail  after  it  was  finished.  And 
that  it  was  sent  in  the  mail  'before  tbe  original 
was  sent. 

d.  Please  to  read  this  address  in  the  Washiuff- 
ton  Republican  of  January  20,  1822,  signed  A. 
B.,^  and  addressed  to  Gales  db  Seatoa.  Is  that 
the  publication  to  which  you  refer  in  one  of  the 
A.  B.  publications  communicated  with  your  ad- 
dress, (page  62  of  that  address.)    A.  It  is. 

QLi  Were  you  not  just  about  to  leave  Edwards- 
ville  when  the  messenger  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentative8*arrived  ? 

A.  1  expect  I  should  have  left  it  for  New  Or- 
leans in  about  three  days. 

d.  Did  you  find,  in  your  examination  of  the 
office  of  the  Receiver,  any  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  to  which  that  conversation 
could  possibly  refer,  which  you  had  with  Mr.  Ste- 
phenson after  your  return  from  Congress,  respect- 


2819 


:ii: 


TOBY  OF  C0NQRE88. 


Ca$e  of  Ninnian  Edwards, 


ing  the  letter  he  is  aaid  to  have  written  on  12th 
October,  except  the  letters  of  the  first  of  No?em« 
ber,  1819;  aad  the  20lh  April,  1820  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  I  remind  you  that  in  the  4th  quarter  of  1819, 
there  was  a  dieposite  of  upwards  of  $50,000,  made 
by  Mr.  Stephenson,  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville, 
and  I  ask  you  whether  you  think  it  possible  he 
could  haye  referred,  in  that  conversation,  to  the 
letter  of  the  20th  of  April,  1820 1 

A.  At  the  time  of  that  conrersation  I  did  not 
know  what  deposites  he  had  made  after  12th  Oc- 
tober, 1819,  nor  to  what  amount.  I  think  it  pos- 
aible  he  may  have  referred  to  the  letter  of  April, 
1820,  although  I  consider  that  the  letter  of  the 
1st  November,  1819,  was  the  letter  written  in 
consequence  of  the  Receiver's  letter  of  the  12th 
October  preceding.  The  letter  of  November  di-* 
rects  the  Keceiver  to  deposite  the  money  he  should 
have  in  his  hands  on  the  last  day  of  that  month, 
in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville ;  but  I  think  it  con- 
tains no  express  order  in  regard  to  future  depos- 
ites. A  letter  of  the  same  date  was  written  bv 
Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Cashier  of  that  bank,  with 
an  enclosure,  and  the  paper  I  have  presented  to 
the  committee  was  delivered  to  me  by  the  Cash- 
ier of  the  bank  as  beinff  that  enclosure,  from  which 
it  would  appear  thlit  both  the  Receiver  at  &as- 
kaskia  and  at  Edwardsville  had  been  directed  to 
.make  their  future  deposites  in  the  Bank  ot  Missouri, 
until  otherwise  ordered.  And  it  appears,  by  the 
letter  of  the  20th  April,  that  the  Receiver  at  Ed* 
wardsville  was  specially  directed  to  make  his  de- 
posites in  the  Bank  at  Edwardsville.  Being  Pres- 
ident of  the  bank,  to  the  Cashier  of  which  the 
letter  was  directed,  he  ma^  have  supfx>sed  he*  was 
bound  to  take  notice  of  the  information  which  it 
is  natural  to  suppose  he  must  have  received  con- 
cerning the  order  contained  in  that  enclosure. 
But  these  are  all  circumstances  which  have  come 
to  my  knowledge  since  the  conversation  alluded 
tOf  and  I  cannot  undertake  to  say  what  letter  it 
was  the  Receiver  referred  to  in  that  conversation. 

d*  Do  you  know  that  in  January  and  Febru- 
ary, 1820,  notwithstanding  this  circumstanoe,  he 
did  make  deposites  in  the  Bank  of  Ed  wardsville  ? 

A.  I  do  not.  1  was  at  Congress  during  the 
time  spoken  of,  and  I  have  no  recollection  of  hav- 
ing known  •any  thing  at  that  time  concerning  his 
deposites ;  all  I  know  on  the  subject  is  from  recent 
publications^  I  am  under  the  impression  that,  dur- 
ing the  Winter  succeeding  the  letter  of  1st  No- 
vember, either  Colonel  Johnson  or  myself  was 
written  to  on  the  subject  of  the  enclosure  above 
spoken  of,  but  my  recollection  is  so  indistinct  that 
I  cannot  speak  with  any  certainty  about  it. 

Q^  It  is  stated  in  an  account  current  of  Benja- 
min Stephenson  with  the  tJnited  States,  printed 
with  Mr.  Crawford's  publication,  ordered  to  be 
printed  on  the  11th  ot  May,  No.  13,  that  there 
was  cash  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville, 
on  the  3l8t  January,  1820,  amounting  to  $2,526  82 ; 
and  in  another  account.  No.  14,  that  there  was 
cash  deposited  in  the  same  bank,  by  Stephenson, 
on  the  29th  February,  $2,881.  If  these  statements 
are  true,  do  you  now  think  it  possible  that  the 


letter  of  the  20th  April  was  the  letter  alluded  to 
in  that  conversation  before  mentioned  by  Mi. 
Stephenson  1 

A.  I  still  think  it  possible.  His  own  letter  be- 
ing silent  ott  the  subject  of  the  future  deposites. 
he  may  have  thought  that  that  woaid  hare  justi- 
fied him  in  continuing  to  make  those  deposites; 
and  yet,  from  the  enclosure  abore  referred  to,  Mi. 
Crawford  may  have  intended  to  prohibit  ibcii 
being  made  there.  I  have  already  stated  that  nr 
impression  is,  that  Colonel  Johnsoo,  or  myself. 
received  a  letter  on  the  subject  of  that  eDclosare, 
and  suppose  the  enclosure  and  the  Receirer's  let- 
ter together  may  have  occasioned  the  Utter  sooe 
uncertainty  how  he  was  to  act. 

tt.  You  speak  of  your  imnressioas  coneeniiBg 
a  letter  to  yourself  or  Colonel  Johnson.  By  whom 
was  that  letter  written  ? 

A.  My  impression  is  that  it  was  written  by  ibt 
President  of  the  bank,  who  was  also  theReeeirff. 
Colonel  Johnson's  brother-in-law  hoidiog  a  im 
large  portion  of  the  stock  of  that  bank,  he  hs 
beni  principally  relied  upon  for  some  years  pisi 
to  make  all  negotiations  with  Mr.  Crawford  coo- 
cernioff  it  that  have  been  made  bere,aDdwelian 
generally  had  conversation  upon  the  subject  whet 
he  has  had  (o  act  in  those  cases.  If  I  receired 
the  letter,  no  doubt  it  was  commuaicaled  tohiin; 
aad  if  he  received  one,  it  is  equally  probtfale  thai 
it  was  shown  to  me. 

Q^  Do  you  know  that  the  Receiver  at  Ed- 
wardsville ever  saw  that  paper  called  theeado- 
sure  in. the  letter  of  1st  November? 

A.  Of  my  own  knowledge,  I  do  act,  hot  I 
should  think  it  very  strange  if  be  had  not  kco  it, 
he  being  the  President  of  the  bank. 

€t.  In  examining  the  records  io  the  ReceiTer's 
office,  did  you  see  a  letter  from  Mr.  CravfonI  of 
the  1st  November  ? 

A.  I  did. 

GL.  Does  it  contain  any  direction  to  the  R^ 
cetrer  to  deposite  moneys  in  the  Baok  of  Mis- 
souri 1 

A.  1  think  not.  ..  I  have  already  suted  (hat  I 
believe  it  is  silent  as  to  bis  future  itfositt,  after 
the  one  therein  specially  referred  to* 

€1.  The  letter  to  the  Receiver,  of  1st  NoTcm- 
her,  and  the  enclosure  of  which  you  speak,  Mil 
in  this  respect.  That  part  of  the  endosare  which 
relates  to  the  Bank  of  Missouri  is  not  fottnd  ip 
the  letter  to  the  Receiver.  Is  there  riot  this  dif- 
ference ? 

A.  The  letter  which  I  saw  at  the  Land  Ofia 
at  Edwardsville  from  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  lU- 
ceiver,  of  November  1st,  1819,  i  feel  confide: 
contains  no  directions  to  make  the  deposite  in  tht 
Bank  of  Missohri,  but  is  silent,  as  1  hare  befctt 
stated,  as  to  future  deposites. 

a.  Could  the  Receiver,  if  he  had  seen  ihis  en- 
closure, have  doubted  about  the  propriety  of  coo- 
tinuing  his  depositee,  with  the  letter  of  1st  y> 
vember  in  his  hands  1 

A.  I  think  he  could. 

€t.  In  giving  your  advice  to  the  Receiwifl 
the  Fall  oflSlQ,  did  you  give  it  in  the  chancier  of 
his  friend,  or  as  a  person  holding  a  high  pltcc  it 


2821 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2822 


Cote  ofNinian  Edwards. 


the  Qofenimenc,  with  a  view  Co  promote  the  pub- 
lic interest  ? 

A.  At  that  time  I  had  lost  confidence  in 
banks  generally,  so  much  so  that  I  did  not  wish 
to  be  held  re8|K>nsible  for  any  bank.  1  advised 
the  Receiver  as  a  friend  to  him,  and  also  with  a 
▼iew  to  free  myself  of  all  responsibilit)^  for  the 
bank,  by  placing  things  in  such  a  situation  that 
Mr.  Crawford  could  act  in  the  case  as  he  should 
think  fit  onbis  own  responsibility,  leaving  the  funds 
in  the  Receiver's  hands  entirely  to  his  control. 

Q,.  Did  you  consider  the  funds  of  the  United 
States  safer  in  the  hands  of  the  Receiver  than  in 
the  Bank  of  Edwardsville  for  ninety  days  ? 

A.  1  considered  the  funds,  at  that  time,  as  safe 
in  the  hands  of  either,  with  this  difference,  how- 
ever, that  the  bank  mieht  have  been  more  liable 
to  Qse  them  than  the  Recerver. 

Q,.  Did  you  not,  after  or  about  this  time,  write 
to  a  Paymaster  or  Paymasters,  recommending, 
suggesting,  or  soliciting  him  or  them  to  pay  the 
troops  of  the  United  States  in  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  Edwardsville? 

A.  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  written  to 
any  Paymaster  at  all  on  the  subject.  I  had  at  that 
time  as  much  confidence  iu  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  Edwardsville  as  in  any  other  of  the  local  banks. 
Their  notes  were  receivable  in  the  Land  Office, 
and  were  current  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
I  should  suppose  might  have  been  taken  by  persons 
to  whom  the  Paymaster  was  to  make  his  pay* 
meots,  as  safely  as  any  other  notes  in  tbat.quarter 
of  the  country,  nor  should  I  have  had  any  objec- 
tion to  recommend  them  to  any  Patymaster  as 
readily  as  any  others  of  the  notes  bt  the  local 
banks  which  circulated  there.  I  think  about  that 
time  I  had  heard  of  some  order  having  been  siyen 
by  the  War  Department,  which,  as  well  as  Inow 
remember,  required  the  troops  to  be  paid  either  in 
Missouri  paper  or  in  specie ;  and  I  think  I  wrote 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  probably  to  other 
persons,  probably  to  Colonel  Johnson,  complaining 
of  the  oitler. 

d.  Do  yov  recollect  whether  it  was  before  or 
after  you  attended  Congress,  that  you  wrote  these 
letters  1 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  the  time,  but  I  suppose  it 
must  have  been  after  the  first,  and  before  the  sec- 
ond session  I  served  in  Congress.  The  bank  only 
got  into  operation  a  short  time  before  my  departure 
for  Congress,  in  1818.  I  Recollect  but  little  of  the 
caseallttded  to.  I  am,  however,  strongly  impressed 
with  a  belief  that  there  was,  or  that  1  so  under- 
stood it,  an  order  to  Paymasters  that  1  consid- 
ered very  partial  to  the  Bank  of  Missouri. 

d.  Was  the  letter  which  yuu  wrote  at  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  Stephenson,  dated  on  the  same  day 
on  which  it  was  copied? 

A.  1  do  not  recollect,  but  I  presume  it  was. 

d.  Did  you  see  him,  on  that  day,  enclose  a 
printed  copy  of  your  publication  ?  and  were  both 
in  the  same  package  ? 

A.  It  was  on  the  same  day,  and  I  think  both 
letter  and  paper  were  put  in  one  cover. 

€t  Was  the  Land  Office  then  kept  in  Mr.  Ste- 
phenson's house,  or  ia  a  separate  bmlding  ? . 


A.  It  was  in  a  separate  building,  not  far  from 
his  house. 

d.  Did  you  see  him  carry  the  letter  to  the  post 
office ;  or  do  you  know  that  he  did  so  ? 

A.  I  did  not  see  it  put  in,  nor  do  I  know  that 
it  was.  The  post  office  was  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  place. 

d.  At  what  time  of  the  day,  in  the  morning  or 
the  afternoon,,  was  the  copy  taken  1 

A.  I  do  not  xecollect. 

d-  Did  you  make  the  draught  at  the  office,  or  in 
your  own  house,  before  you  went  there  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  written  in  my  own  house. 

d«  Was  it  made  on  the  same  day  on  which  it 
was  copied,  or  the  day  before? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect,  but  I  think  it  was  on  the 
same  day. 

d.  At  what  hour  of  the  day  did  the  mail  leave 
Edwardsville  for  Washington  City,  at  (hat  time? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  the  hours  of  arrival  or 
departure. 

d-  How  long  does  it  nsually  take  letteft  to 
reach  Washington  City,  from  Edwardsville,  by 
mail?  • 

A.  From  sixteen  to  eighteen  days,  I  think,  in 
regular  course  of  oMil,  and  when  the  weather  is 
good  ;  but  it  may  be  very  much  delayed  when  the 
weather  is  bad.-  The  mail  has. been  very  irreg- 
ular. , 

d.  What  is  the  average  time  in  which  you  hare 
received  letters  from  that  place,  when  yeu  have 
been  in  this  city  ?  Would  twenty  days  be  an  un- 
reasonable allowance  ? 

A.  I  do  uDt  know  how  to  make  an  average ; 
miscarriages  are  more  liable  to  happen  in  the 
Winter  time,  not  only  from  accidents,  but  from 
the  accumulation  of  letters,  and  I  cannot  now 
specify  in  how  long  a  time  I  have  received  a  sin- 
gle onb  of  my  letters  after  it  was  mailed  from 
there.  I  thinK  I  have  received  much  fewer  in 
twenty  days  than  those  which  have  taken  a  longer 
time.  The  mail  has  been  irregular  in  the  Winter 
time,  during  the  sessions  of  Congress,  or  letters  at 
least  have  arrived  very  irregularly. 

d-  I  understand  you  to  have  said,  that,  but  for 
the  Secretary's  report  to.  Congress,  on  the  22d  of 
March,  you  woula  have  gone  quietly  to  Mexico, 
without  disturbing  your^f  with  any  of  those 
charges  against  him  ? 

A.  I  believe  I  have  stated,  and  I  now  state 
again,  that  I  shoold  not  have  made  the  atUck 
upon -Mr.  Crawford,  if  I  had  not  considered  him 
as  attacking  me. 

duestion  by  Mr.  Webster.  Have  you  been  pret- 
ty well  acquainted  with  the  general  operations  of 
the  Treasury,  in  the  Western  States  for  several 
years,  in  regard  to  to  the  collection  ot  the  public 
debu? 

A.  I  have  been,  in  regard  to  the  collection  from 
the  sale  of  public  lands,  but  of  the  special  facU 
contained  in  the  documents,  I  had  no  other  means 
of  knowing  than  every  other  member  of  Congress, 
except  what  I  knew  from  being  a  director  of  the 
Bank  at  Edwardsville,  while  I  was  such. 

d.  When  did  you  first  become  a  member  of 
Congress? 
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A.  I  was  elected  in  1818. 

d.  Have  you  contiDued  a  member,  without  in- 
termissioo,  from  that  time  until  your  recent  diplo- 
matic appointment? 

A.  I  have. 

Q^  Have  you,  generally,  attended  the  sessions 
of  Congress? 

A.  I  have. 

Cluestion  by  Mr.  Livingston.  Do  you  know  any 
thing  farther,  of  your  own  knowledge,  in  support 
of  the  facts  and  specifications  against  Mr.  Cfraw- 
ford,  contained  in  your  memorial  ? 

A.  Nothing  that  I  recollect,  at  this  time,  that 
relates  to  the  matters  specifically  alleged  in  my 
Address  to  the  House. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 


June  1$,  1824. — Mr,  Edwards  hein^  again  caUed, 

Question,  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  You  state  that 
you  received  from  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of 
Eldwardsville  an  enclosure,' contained  in  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Crawford  to  him,  of  let  November, 
1819.  Can  you  state  whether  there  waa  not  an- 
other paper  enclosed  in  that  letter? 

A.  I  cannot.  1  neither  saw  nor  heard  of  any 
other. 

d.  For  what  purpose  was  your  address  to 
Confess,  and  the  letter  to  the  Speaker  accom- 
panying it,  sent  in  a  different  manner  and  to  a 
different  person  from  the  documents  and  the  copy 
of  the  address,  which  you  state  was  first  sent? 

[The  committee  decided  that  the  question  should 
not  be  put] 

d.  You  state,  in  one  of  your  addresses  to  the 
public,  at  Louisville,  dated  18th  May,  1824,  that 
you  sincerely  believed,  and  had  been  advised  by 
)rour  most  dispassionate  friends  and  other  impar- 
tial gentlemen,  that  it  was  absolutely  and  essenti- 
ally due  to  your  own  character  to  enter  into  this 
controversy  with  Mr.  Crawford.  I  wish  you  to 
sute  who  these  dispassionate  friends  and  impar- 
tial persons  were. 

A.  I  object  to  the  question. 

[The  Committee  decided  it  should  not  be  put.] 

d.  Did  not  your  affidavit,  before  the  committee 
of  investigation  of  the  last  Congress,  with  respect 
to  this  correspondence,  which  you  allege  took 

Slace  between  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
Ir.  Stephenson,  impose  upon  the  Secretary  the 
necessity,  when  he  made  his  final  report,  either 
to.produce  that  'correspondence  or  to  account  for 
the  omission  to  produce  it  ? 

A.  I  submit  the  question  to  the  committee. 

[The  Committee  decided  it  should  not  be  put.] 

Q^  Do  you  think  it  possible  that,  in  the  year 
1819,  a  letter  should  have  come  by  mail,  from 
Edwardsvilie  to  Washington,  from  the  16th  of 
October  to  the  1st  of  November  following? 

A.  Judging  from  the  statement  I  have  to-day 
seen,  from  the  Post  Office  Department,  I  should 
think  it  was  not ;  but,  if  the  letter  of  the  Receiver 
did  not  leave  Edwardsvilie  before  the  16th  of 
October,  1  do  not  believe  that  Mr.  Crawford's  let- 
ter to  the  Receiver,  of  the  1st  of  November  fol- 
lowing, was  written  or  sent  on  the  day  of  its 


date,  unless  the  letter  of  the  Receiver  was  sent, 
by  private  conveyance,  to.  Louisville,  and  mailed 
there. 

Q^uestion,  by  Mr.  -Floyd.  When,  in  your 
deposition,  heretofore  taken,  you  mention  the 
name  of  *^ Colonel  Moore,"  to  what  Colonel 
Moore  did  you  allude  ? 

A.  To  a  representative  in  Congress  from  Ala- 
bama. 

d.  by  Mr.  Floyd.  You  state  that  too  had 
prepared  another  address  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, subsequently  to  writing  the  first,  which, 
should  Congress  have  adjourned,  you  intended  to 
get  publish^  in  the  National  Inteiiigeneer,  if  you 
could.  What  was  your  object  in  wishing  to 
have  it  so  published  ? 

A.  I  thou^t  I  had  obtained  suffident  lestimoay 
to  establish  my  innocence  of  the  chaive  or  impa- 
tation  which  1  understood  Mr.  Crmwrord  as  hav- 
ing made  against  me;  and  I  wished  to  lay  thai 
testimony  and  my  address  before  the  people  of  the 
United  States. 

June  \9th. — Mr.' Edwards  fiurtktr  ezammsd. 

d.  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Have  you,  or  hare  yoa 
not  had,  in  your  possession,  the  paper  which  yoa 
say  Lippincott  found  in  the  Receiver's  olSifx  ia 
your  hand-writing,  at  any  time  since  the  12ih  of 
October,  1819? 

A.  I  presume  that  the  draught  of  the  letter  of  the 
Receiver  of  the  12th  of  October  b  alluded  to. 
There  is  nothing  that  I  more  firmly  believe  than 
that  I  'have  never  seen  that  paper  from  the  time  it 
was  copied  by  the  Receiver,  as  has  been  before 
stated,  until  it  was  found  bv  Mr.  Lippincott  in  the 
office,  in  April  or  May  last,  as  nas  aJso  been 
stated.  I  then  had  it  in  my  hands,  and  read  it,  I 
believe^  more  than  once,  but  never  had  il  in  my 
possession,  out  of  the  office,  after  it  was  so  found 
by  Mr.  Lippincott. 

d.  Do  you  know  who  prepared  the  rough 
draught  of  the  letters  from  the  President  of  tbe 
Edwardsvilie  Sank  to  you,  of  January  7, 1820,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv  of  the  same  date, 
and  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  Che  18th 
of  April,  1820,  or  either  of  them? 

A.  I  do  not. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 


James  NMe^  of  the  Senate,  swomy  on  UiepaH  of  Mr. 

Crawford. 

Q.  You  were  employed  by  the  Treasury  in 
some  arrangements  with  the.  Balik  of  Vineennes, 
were  you  not  ?  Will  you  be  so  good  i»  to  state 
whether,  in  your  opinion,  the  debt  due  by  tbat 
bank  to  the  Government  is  secured,  or  any  part  of 
it,  and,  if  any,  what? 

A.  So  far  as  I  had  the  agency  in  it;  which  is  to 
the  amount  of  about  $26,000,  I  believe  and  coa- 
sider  the  debt  as  secured. 

d.  Do  you  consider  the  claims  of  the  United 
States  on  that  bank,  apart  from  the  coUatcnl 
security,  as  being  safe  ? 

A.  As  to  the  residue  <i[  the  claim  which  the 
United  States  has  against  Ihe  Bank  of  Vincennes, 
I  know  nothing  of  it,  except  from  informatioa 
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^rhich  has  been  derived  from  Che  Directors,  wh(^ 
«ay  that  the  baok  is  able  to  pay  the  debt,  and  has 
secured  its  payment.  A  part  of  that  debt,  con- 
sisting of  ^10,000,  (not  included  in  the  $26,000 
beforementioned,)  was  transferred  by  that  bank  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  a  draft  on 
^ohn*  H.  Piatt,  secured  by  two  good  .endorsers ; 
and,  from  very  recent  information,  I  learn  that 
this  draft  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasury 
X^epartment,  or  the  District  Attorney,  Mr.  Pewey, 
and  in  a  train  to  be  recovered.  A  lurther  sum  of 
•$7,000  is  secured  in  obligations  against  the  State 
of  Indiana,  which  is  a  matter  in  negotiation  be- 
t^ween  that  State  and  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
'States. 

d.  Have  yt)u  had  any  conversation  with  Gov- 
ernor Edwards  concerning  Mr.  Crawford's  man- 
agement of  the  Western  banks,  and  concerning 
his  authorship  of  the  A.  B.  letters  ?    . 

A,  I  have;  and  it  was  introduced  by  himself. 

d.  State  that  conversation,  with  the.  time  and 
•circumstances. 

A.  The  precise  day  I  cannot  recollect ;  it  was 
pending  his  nomination  made  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  the  Senate,  as  Minister  to  Mex- 
ico ;  and  it  was  after  the  21st  or  22d  of  February 
last.  I  make  this  statement,  from  the  fact,  that  on 
the  21st  or  22d  of  February,  I  went  to  Mrs.  Clueen's 
to  board,  where  drovernor  Edwards  resided,  and 
this  conversation  was  after  I  went  there..  He 
stated  that  he  was  about  to  be  attacked  in  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  defeat- 
ing his  nomination ;  that  party  and  political  spirit 
was  now  high ;  that  he  understood  that  charges 
would  be  exhibited  against  hira,  and  thai  it  had 
been  s(^  declared  in  the  Senate  Chamber.  I  re- 
marked to  Governor  Edwards  that  he  well  knew, 
according  to  the  rules  of  that  body,  while  on  Ex- 
ecutive business,  secrecy  was  required ;  that  I  was 
not  at  liberty  to  mention  any  occurrence,  or  the 
remark  x>f  a  single  member,  excepting  so  far  as  re- 
lated to  myself;  that  I  was  not  governed  by  party  or 
jx>litical  leelings  or  moUves;  that  I  adhered  to  the 
expression  made  use  of  by  Jefferson— and  the  only 
inquiry  with  me  was,  is  he  capable  and  is  he  honest  1 
'Governor  Edwards  then  remarked,  that,  although 
secrecy  was  required  in  that  body,  yet  he  was  m- 
formed  almost  every  day  of  the  transactions  and 
remarks  of  individual  when  his  nomination  was 
called  up ;  and  he  added,  "  Noble,  I  shall  not  for- 
get you.^'  I  then  replied,  that  1  did  not  under- 
stand his  meaning.  He  said  it  was  unimportant—- 
he  was  satisfied  1  was  not  governed  by  the  party 
feelings  which  were  then  prevailing.  It  was  on 
the  day,  in  the  evening  of  which  this  conversation 
took  place,  that  I  had  moved  to  take  up  his  nomi- 
nation in  the  Senate.  This  must  have  been  his 
meaning,  when  he  said  he  would  not. forget  me; 
for  he  explained  it  the  next  day,  and  said  he 
had  heard  that  I  had  done  sg.  Mr.  E.  farther  re-' 
marked,  that  he  knew  me  to  be  the  decisive  friend 
of  William  H.  Crawford ;  and,  said  he,  I  am  con- 
sidered as  being  his  bitter  enemy — and  I  am 
charged  with  being  the  author  of  the  numbers 
signed  A.  B. ;  but,  (raising  his  hand,)  I  pledge  you 
my  honor,  I  am  not  the  author,  nor  do  I  xnoW  who 


the  author,  was.  Crawford  and  I,  said  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, h&ve  had  a  little  difference,  but  I  have  al- 
ways considered  him  a  high-minded,  honorable, 
ana  vigilant  officer  of  the  Government;  he  has 
been  abused  about  the  Western  banks  and  the  un<- 
available  funds ;  Heaning  forward  and  extending 
his  hand,)  he  abided,  now  d — ^n  it,  you  know  we 
both  live  in  States  where  there  are  many  poor 
debtors  to  the  Government  for  lands,  together  with 
a  deranged  currency.  The  notes  on  various  banks 
being  depreciated,  after  the  effect  and  operation  of 
the  war  in  that  portion  of  the  Union,  and  the 
banks,  by  attempting  to  call  in  their  paper,  hav- 
ing exhausted  their  specie,  the  notes  that  were 
then  in  circulation  became  of  little  or  no  value. 
M$ny  men  of  influence  in  that  country,  said,  he, 
have  united  to  induce  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea* 
surv  to  select  certain  banks  as  banks  of  deposit^, 
and  to  take  the  notes  of  certain  banks  in  payment 
for  public  lands.  Had  he  not  done  so,  (meaning 
Mr.  Crawford,)  many  of  our  inhabitants  would 
have  been  turned  out  of  doors,  and  lost  their  lands ; 
and  the  people  of  that  country  would  have  had  as 
universal  disgust  against  Mr.  Crawford;  and  I 
will  venture  to  say,  said  Mr.  Edwards,  notwith- 
standing 1  am  considered  his  enemy,  that  no  man 
in  this  Government  could  have  conducted  the  fis- 
cal and  financial  concerns  of  the  Grovernment 
with  more  integrity  and  propriety  than  Mr.  Craw- 
ford did.  I  farther  remarked  to  Governor  Ed- 
wards, in  speaking  of  his  nomination,  that,  inas- 
much as  he  was  nominated,  by  the  President,  un- 
less some  charge  was  brought  against  him,  1  had 
already  evinced  in  the  Senate  my  disposition  to 
vote  for  the  confirmation  of  his  nomination,  with- 
out any  previous  consultation  with  him  {  but  ad- 
ded, if  I  bad  the  power  of  making  the  nomination, 
1  would  not  have  nominated  him ;  and,  as  an  evi- 
dence of  it,  I  had  written  a  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe, 
ufgibg  the  nomination  of  William  Henry  Har- 
rison, and  with  that  letter  I  had  enclosed  the  unan- 
imous recommendation  of  the  members  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Indiana  in  favor  of  General  Harrison. 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  When  Governor  Ed- 
wards mentioned  to  you  that  he  received  informa- 
tion of  what  the  Senate  was  doing,  did  he  not  at 
the  same  time  observe  that  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Senate,  and  had  a  right  to  know  what  they 
were  doing  as  much  as  any  other  mfember? 

A.  If  he  made  that  observation,  I  do  not  recoI*i 
iect  it.    He  might  have  done  so. 

d.  When  you  had  this  conversation  with  him, 
had  not  the  Richmond  Enquirer  on  that,  or  some 
day  not  long  before,  been  received  in  this  city,  con- 
taining an  allegation  that  Mr.  Edwards,  '^the  au- 
thor ot  the  A.  B.  plot,"  had  been  nominated  as 
Minister  to  Mexico  ?  and  can  you  say  positively 
that  the  denial  of  the  authorship  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Edwards  did  not  relate  to  the  plot  instead  of 
the  writings  themselves  under  that  signature?  and 
did  not  the  conversation  grow  out  of  that  publica- 
tion ? 

A.  I  saw  an  article  in  the  Richmond  Enquirer, 
stating  that  Ninian  Edwards,  the  "  author  of  A. 
p,"  or  **  of  A.  B.  plot  memory,"  (I  do  not  recol- 
lect which,)  had  been  so  nominated.    The  paper 
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I  saw  at  the  board ine-hoase  of  Mrs.  Qaeen,  and  I 
think  in  the  hands  of  Mr.Elkins;  whether  it  was 
before  the  conversation  with  Governor.  £d wards, 
or  afterwards,  I  do  not  distinctly  recollect.  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  it  was  after  the  conversation ;  but 
I  am  very  well  satisfied,  that,  in  the  conversation 
with  Governor  E.,  when  he  declared  himself  not 
to  be  the  author  of  A.  B.,  and  pledged  his  honor  to 
the  declaration,  that  I  understood  him  to  have  an 
explicit  reference  to  the  numbers  signed  A.  B. 
which  appeared  in  the  Washington  Republican ; 
and  I  so  understood  him,  because  he  had  reference 
to  the  reports  of  the  two  committee^who  examined 
into  that  subject  at  the  previous  session  of  Con- 
gress. No  allusion  whatever  was  made  in  this 
conversation  to  the  article  in  the  Richnliond  En- 
quirer. 

A  In  the  course  of  the  conversation,  was  refer- 
ence made  to  any  particular  numbers  of  the  pub- 
lications signed  A.  B. 

A.  There  was  not 

d.  Wa^  the  name  of  Genet-al  Cocke  at  all  intro- 
duced ? 

A.  It  was  not. 

d.  When  did  you  first  mention  the  conversa- 
tion you  have  now  repeated  as  having  passed  be- 
tween vourself  and  Governor  Edwards?  and  to 
whom? 

A.  According  to  the  best  of  my  reeolleetion,^ 
never  repeated  it  to  any  person  until  the  evening 
of  the  day  that  I  was  informed  that  Governor 
Eidwards^s  address  was  presented  to  the  House  of 
Representatives;  on  that  evening,  in  conversation 
witn  several  of  the  members  of  that  House,  amongst 
whom  were  Mr.  Reed  and  Mr.  Nelson,  some  of 
whom  said  that  Grovernor  Edwards  had  avowed 
himself  to  be  the  author  of  A.  B.,  and  others  said 
that  he  had  not  done  so,  I  rem&rked  that  they 
*  must  have  misunderstood  the  address,  for  Gover- 
nor Edwards  had  pledged  his  honor  to  me  that 
he  was  not  the  author  of  A.  B.  In  the  same  eve- 
ning I  made  the  same  remark  to  Mr.  Elkins. 

CL  Did  you  mention  the  subject  to  any  member 
of  the  Senate  ? 

A.  Not  while  his  nomination  was  pending,  nor 
before  his  address  appeared ;  afterwards  I  spoke 
of  it,  without  reserve. 

Q^  I  perceive  from  the  Richmond  Enquirer 
that  a  letter,  purporting  to  have  been  written  in 
the  Senate  Chamber,  and  dated  April  26,  1824, 
states,  that  "Mr.  N.  Edwards  declared  to  Mr. 
Noble,  Senator  from  Indiana,  that  he  was  not  the 
author  of  the  A.  B.  publication ;  he  did  this  pend- 
ing his  nomination  as*  Minister  to  Mexico ;  in 
consequence  of  this  declaration,  Mr.' Noble  states 
that  he  voted  for  him  :*'  Did  you  make  any  such 
communication  to  any  member  of  the  Senate? 

[Mr.  Forsvth  objected  to  this  question,  and  the 
Committee  decided  the  question  was  improper.] 

d.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with 
Colonel  Benton,  of  the  Senate,  on  the  sul\ject  of 
your  conversation  with  Mr.  Edwards  ? 

.A.  Yes. 

QU  In  the  conversation'  you  had  with  Mr;  Ed- 
wards, did  he  speak  of  the  original  plan  adopted 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  relief  of 


the  people  of  the  IVest,  or  did  he  speak  of  the 
tnanner  in  which  that  plan  was  executed  ? 

A.  He  spoke  of  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  generally. 

d.  Did  you  understand  the  conversation  yea 
have  mentioned  as  intended  to  affect  your  vote 
on  the  then  pending  nomination  ? 

A.  I  did  not  suppose  that  that  was  its  design, 
nor  had  it  any  such  efiect  upon  myself.  I  con- 
sidered him  as  speaking  as  an  honest  man.  if  he 
had  told  me  he  was  the  anthdr  of  A.  B.,  it  would 
not  in  my  opinion  have  had  the  least  weight  with 
me  whatever  in  relation  to  m^  vote ;  for  I  con- 
sidered that  matter  as  done  with,  and  I  had  al- 
leady  taken  an  active  part  for  him  in  the  Senate. 

dilestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  What  do  yoo  now 
understand  as  having  been  the  efiect  intended  to 
have  been  produced  by  that  converflatioa  1 

Answer.  Governor  Edwards  having  pledged 
his  word  and'  honor  to  me,  unsought  for,  that  be 
was  not  the  author  of  A.  B.;  and  having  expressed 
his  opinion  of  the  integrity  and  vigilance  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  mentioned  that 
he  expected  an  attack  in  the  Senate,  as  I  now 
suppoHie  from  the  friends  of  Mr;  Crawford,  I  con- 
sider him  as  having  expected  that  I  would  take 
this  information  that  he  gave  me  into  that  body, 
and  it  would  be  the  means  of  securing  the  confir- 
mation of  his  nomination. 

Q^uestion  by  Mr.  Cook.  Did  Governor  Edwards 
request  you  to  mention  what  he  had  said  to  any 
members  of  the  Senate,  or  did  he  afterwards  in- 
quire whether  you  had  done  so  ? 

A.  He  did  not. 

€1.  Did  you,  in  the  conversation  with  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, signify  to  him  that  his  being  or  not  being 
the  author  of  A.  B.,  would  have  no  influence  on 
your  vote  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

JAMES  NOBLE. 

Ctuestion  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Please  to  state  the 
value  of  each  division  of  the  property  yoo  re- 
ceived at  Brook vilie  as  security  for  the  debt  of 
the  Bank  of  Vincennes  to  the  United  States;. 

Answer.  As  to  the  value,  it  would  be  but  mere 
opinion,  and  I  cannot,  from  recolleebon,  name 
each  division  of  the  property.  But,  at  Uie  time 
the  property  was  conveved  by  mortgage  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  I  supposed  and 
believed  that  it  would  cover  nearly  the  sum  sf 
920,000,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  mortga^ 
and  the  valuation  fixed  on  the  property  by  two 
disinterested  persons  who  had  valued  it  previooslf 
to  its  being  Conveyed  by  the  owners  to  attorney 
or  trustees  for  the  use  of  the  Directors  of  the  Bask 
of  Vincennes,  and  for  the  purpose  of  discharging 
their  debts,  as  will  fully  app^r  from  a  report  (x 
the  Treasury  Department,  marked  F,  and  dated 
29th  April,  1822,  (see  Executive  papers  of  second 
session  of  17th  Congress.) 

CI.  What  is  its  present  value  ? 

A.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  state. 

d.  Was  it  not  your  opinion,  while  mf  nomi- 
nation Was,j>ending,  and  shortly  after  yon  came 
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to  Mrs.  ftaeen's  to  lodge,  that  tbcre  would  be  no 
opposition  to  it  in  the  Senate  7  " 

A.  It  was  my  opinion  that  there  would  be  an 
opposition,  and  you  yourself  told  me  that  there 
would  ;  but  the  tact  turned  out  that  there  was  no 
opposition,  for  reasons  which  you  knbw.  Yon 
know  that  the  opposition  was  expected  from  Col- 
onel Benton,  jand  he  was  sick.  I  did  not  know 
what  the  charges  to  be  brought  against  you  were, 
and  I  told  you  at  the  same  time  that  if  there  were 
no  charges  <brouffht,  I  should^  Tote  for  you  and 
should  not  regard  politieal  feeling.  You  remarked 
to  me  that  the  friends  of  Mr.  Grawferd  would  op- 
pose you.  I  replied^  that  some  of  those  whom  I 
knew  to  be  his  friends  would  scorn  such  a  Ifne  of 
conduct—*!  mean,  would  scorn  to  suffer  political 
feeling  to  bias  their  rotes  in  such  a  case. 

Q.  Where  did  the  conversation' which  you  have 
testified  as  having  passed  between  you  and  my-' 
self  take  place? 

A.  In  my  room,  at  Mrs.  keen's. 

JAMES  NOBLE. 


John  Mason  swam^  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Crawford, 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Have  you»  or  not, 
had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Edwards,  concern- 
ing the  A.  B.  publications?  and  if  so,  state  what 
it  was. 

Answer.  I  had  such  a.  conversation  with  Mr. 
Edwards,  and,  as  far  as  I  recollect,  it  occurred 
while  his  nomination  was  pending  in  the  Senate, 
and  before  it  had  been  confirmed,  but  of  this  I 
will  not  be  positive.  He  stated  to  me  that  there 
would  probably  be,  or  that  he  had  expected,  an 
opposition  in  the  Senate,  and  that  one  of  the 
grounds  of  that  opposition  was  the  authorship  of 
the  A.  B.  publications,  which  had  been  imputed 
to  him;  that  as  to  that,  although  it  was  well 
known  that  he  had  taken  a  decided  stand  against 
Mr.  C,  he  had  done  hothib|r  which  he  had  hesi- 
tated to  avoW)  or  would  hesitate  to  avow,  (I  can- 
not be  certain  which  he  said,)  axul  that  his  oppo- 
sition had  been  open  and  fair. 

.    J.  MASON,  Jr. 


Mr,  Mason  caUed  offain 

Q^uestion.  When  you  first  saw  me,  after  I  occu- 

Eied  the  hack  room  of  Mrs.  Queen's  boarding- 
ouse,  what  was  the  state  of -my  health  ? 
Answer.  You  were,  as  I  thought,  quite  ill. 
Ct.  Was  not  this  shortly  after  my  nomination  ? 
A.  It  was. 

d.  Was  it  at  this  time  that  you  had  the  con- 
versation you  have  related  ? 

A.  It  was  subsequently  to  this  visit. 

d.  Had  I  not  then  got  well  ? 

A.  You  were  then  certainly  much  better. 

J.  MASON,  Jr. 


DanieL  P.   Cooky  of  the  Jkus&  of  Representatioes, 
swamy  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Cratsford.  ^ 

Question.  Did  you  receive  the  address  of  Mr. 
Edwards,  to  Congress,  by  mail  ?  and  if  so»  at  what 
time? 


Answer.  I  received  it  on  the  Saturday  next 
previous  to  the  Monday  on  whi'cb  it  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  accompanied^  by  a  letter 
through  the  mail,  from  Wheeling,  reque^ng  me 
to  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Spleaker,  after  stip- 
plying  some  documents  which  were  referred  to  u 
the  memorial,  but  were  not  forwarded  with  it* 
These  documents  I  supplied,  and,  on  the  next 
day,  did  place  it  in  the  hands  of  m  Speato. 

QL  Wastheaddress  itself  commuAieated  by  mail? 

A.  Yes. 

QL  Did  the  address  come  through  the  mail  ad- 
dressed to  you  ?  \ 

A.  No. 

d.  To  whom  did  it  come  addressed  ? 

A.  I  submit  to  the  committee  whether  this  is  a 
proMr  question. 

[The  committee  decided  that  tke  question  ought 
not  to  be  pat  to  the  witness.]  -■ 

ft.  State  what  reasons  you  have  for  knowing 
that  it  came  by  mail  at  all  ? 

A.  By  the  mail  preceding  that  which  I  believe 
brought  it  on,  I  received  a  copy  -of  a  part  of  the 
same  memorial,  with  a  letter  froip  Mr.  Edwards 
stating  that  he  expected  bv  the  next  mail  to  fur- 
ward  It  complete ;  and  by  the  next  mail  I  feceived 
a  second  letter  from  him,  statins  that  he  had  by 
that  mail  forwarded  the  niemouaI,.as  suggeated^ia 
his  former  letter ;  and  the  peraoA  to  whom  it  was 
sent  did  early  on  that  day  place  the  memorial  in 
my  hands,  wiiich  was  in  the  oriffinal  blank  en- 
velope, having  the  post  mark  of  Wheeling  upon  it, 
and  directed  by  Governor  Edwards,  whose  hand* 
writing  I  know ;  and  therefore  I  believe  that  it 
came  by  mail. 

ft.  Was  it  opened? 

A.  The  seal  of  the  envelope  had  been  broken. 

ft.  I  think  it  was  early  in  the  day  that  you  re- 
ceived your  own  letter  and  this  envelope  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  not  later  than  ten  o'clock. 

ft.  Do  you  not  know  that  Mr.  Edwards  is  ne< 
the  author  of  those  A.  B.  publications  printed  in 
the  Washington  Republican^  which  he  has  avowed 
in  his  memorial  ? 

A,  Since  I  understood  he  was  the  author  of  any 
of  them,  I  have  understood  fcom  him  that  he  was 
the  author  of  all  those  which  relate  to  the  sub||ef  t 
of  this  iavestiffation.  I  did  understand  that  the 
first  number  of  thoae  publications  was  communi- 
cated^ to  that  paper  by  a  different  person,  but  I 
have  Wee  learned  from  Mr.  Edwards  that  he. 
wrote  all  of  them  which  refer  to  the  subject  of 
this  investigation,  and  I  knoW.  nothing  to  the 
contrary. 

ft^  Did  you,  in  supplying  documents  for  that 
memorial,  furnish  any  but  printed  opes  ? 

A.  I  furnished  none  others.  The  rest  came  in 
the  packet. 

ft.  Was  postage  charged  on  the  packet  you 
received  ? 

A.  If  there  was  I  have  no  recollection  of  it.  I 
am  sure  I  paid  no  postage. 

D.  P.  COOK. 


Mr.  Otok  caUed  agam. 
ft.  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Please  to  separate  thoeo 
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papers  Whjeh  you  farniahed  for  tbe  memorial  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  from  those  wbich  came  'enclosed 
to  you. 

A.  J  furnished  one,  and  am  not  certain  bat  two, 
of  the  A.  B.  puhlicatioos ;  and  I  furnished  Nos.  1 
and  2  of  the  xbcuments  annexed  to  the  memorial. 
My  impression  is  that  these  are  all  which  I  fur- 
nished. 

d.  You  state  that  the  seal  of  the  envelope  which 
Was  handed  to  you  had  been  broken.  Were  the 
papers  within  it  sealed  up  and  directed  to  you  ? 

A.  They  were  not.  I  received  six  or  seven 
newspapers  and  documents  directed  immediately 
to  myself,  but  the  memorial  was  not. 

d.  What  motive  did  Mr.  Bdwards  state  to  yon 
for  sending  the  memorial  toyou  indirectly  ? 

A.  He  expressed  none.  The  memorial  and  the 
letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  came  in  the 
same  envelope.    •  D.  P.  COOK. 


Jeremiah  Elkins  «toon»,  on  the  part  of  Mr,  Crawford. 

Q^  Had  you  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Bdwards 
about  the  A.  B.  publications  1 

A.  I  have  heard  him  allude  to  those  publica*- 
tions,  and- mention' his  being  charged  with  the  au- 
thorship of  them. 

Qt.  State  what  took  place  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  an  article  in  the  Richmond  En^ 
^viirer  which  led  to  the  remark  I  heard  him  make, 
m  which  article  it  was  stated  that  "  Mr.  Edwards, 
of  A.  B.  plot  memory,"  or  words  to  that  effect, 
had  been  nominated  by  the  President  as  Minister 
to  Mexico.  Mr.  Edwards  observed  that  he  was 
not  the  author'  of  those  publications ;  or,  as  I  think 
the  expression  was,  that  he  was  n6  more  the  au- 
thor than  the  editor  of  the  Enquirer  himself. 

d.  by  Mr.  Cook.  Where  and  when  did  this  con- 
Tersation  take  place  1 

A.  It  was  at  Mrs.  dueen's  boarding-house,  and 
daring  the  dependency  of  Mr.  Edwards's  nomina- 
tion befoire  the  Senate*  I  cannot  recollect  the 
particular  day. 

d.  Was  any  other  person  present  at  this  con- 
▼enatton  1 

A.  Probably  there  were  others  present.  I  think 
it  was  either  at  dinner,  or  durin|f  the  time  that 
the  boarders  were  cetming  in  to  dinner.  Mr.  Ed- 
wards inquired  whether  any  gentleman  took,'  or 
had  seen  the  Ru^mond  Enquirer^  that  he  under- 
stood thSre  was  in  it  an  article  to  the  effect  stated 
above,  and  then  made  the  feiyiark  relative  to  it 
which  I  have  mentioned. 

d  Can  you  remember  in  what  part  of  Mrs. 
dueen's  house  he  then  had  his  room  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

d-  Did  General  Noble  then  board  there  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  about  the  time  General  Noble 
came  there — probably  within  a  day  tt  two  before 
or  after.    Of  thi^,  however,  I  am  not  certain. 

d.  Do  you  remember  having  any  conversation 
with  General  Noble  about  that  article  in  the  Rich^ 
mond  Enquirer,  before  the  presentation  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards's memorial  ? 

A.  No.  I  might  have  had,  but  do  not  recollect 
any.- 


d.  Had  you  the  Richmond  Enquirer^  in  whieii 
this  article  was  contained,  then  in  your  passosion  ? 

A.  It  is  impoesible  for  me  to  recollect.  The 
Enquirer  was  taken  by  Mr.  Locke,  a  membeiof 
Congress  from  Massachusetts,  who  then  lodged  tt 
Mrs.  dueen's. 

d*  Did  you,  at  or  about  that  time,  hand  or 
show  that  paper  to  General  Noble  7 

A.  1  do  not  remember.  Such  a  thing  might 
have  occurred  without  my  recollecting  it. 

d.  Is  that  the  only  conversation  yoa  erer  had 
with  €k>vernor  Edwards  on  the  subject  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  any  other. 

JEREMIAH  ELKINS. 


Witness  again  called, 

d.  hy  Mr.  Cook.  Did  Mr.  Bdward«,  in  maJriof 
the  denial  /ou  have  referred  to,  use  the  words  "A. 
B.  plot,"  or  *<A.  B.  publications  V* 

A.  I  koew  of  no  difference  between  the  two, 
and  therefore  do  not  recollect. 

JEREMIAH  ELKINS. 


WiUiam  W.  Seaton  sworn,  on  the  part  of  Mr,  Cm- 

duestion  by  Mr.  JPorsy  th.  Did  yba  ever  hare 
a  conversation  with  Mr.  Edwards,  relative  to  tlie 
authorship  of  the  A.  B.  publication's  ?' 

Answer.  Mr.  Edwards  spoke  of  those  papen  to 
me.  inddentally.  He  came  to  our  office  to  hare, 
as  ne  said,  a  free  and  frank  conversatida.  h  was 
tt^e  first  time  he  had  been  there,  to  roy  knowledge, 
for  a  year.  It  was  during  the  pendeocy  of  his 
nomination  before  the  Senate  as  Minisier  to  Mex- 
ico, and  some  time  before  Mr.  Crawford's  report 
was  made  to  Congress'.  He  wished  to  know,  be 
5aid,  if  we  would  publish  bis  defence.  I  a^ed 
him  what  defence — a  defence  against  whom?  He 
replied,  that  he  expected  to  be  attacked,  and  when- 
ever he  turned  upon  his  enemies,  he  geoerellf  sot 
the  better  of  them,  Tor  words  to  that  effect.)  He 
further  said,  (and  tnis  I  remember  distinetif,  for 
he  twice  or  thrice  repeated  it,)  that  when  he  com- 
menced, he  never  stopped  at  the  line  of  jsst  retn- 
bution.  I  answered  him,  that,  if  he  was  attteked 
in  our  paper,  he  should  have  the  free  ose  of  it  to 
defend  himself  j  that  if  he  was  attacked  any  where 
els6,  he  should  have  the  same  rights  extended  to 
him  as  were  extended  to  all  other  citizens-,  but  be 
could  have  no  positive  promise  of  publication, 
until  we  had  read  the  matter  wbich  be  ivisbed 
published.  Passing  then  from  that  subject,  Got- 
ernor  Edwards  said  he  knew  that  we  had  ihoogbt 
him  for  some  time  hostile  to  us,  oo  account  of 
that  foolish  business  of  last  session,  (or  that  A.B- 
afl'air  of  last  session— I  do  not  recollect  which 

£hrase  he  used,)  but  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  \i 
It,  Gales  was  present  during  the  greater  part,  if 
not  the  whole,  of  this  conversation.  It  was  oa 
the  authority  of  this  conversation  alone,  that  we 
expressed  in  the  paper  our  belief  that  Mr.  Edwards 
was  not  the  author  of  the  A.  B.  publications. 

Q^uestion  by  Mr.  Cook.  Had  you  not,  prefi- 
ous  to  this  conversation,  said  to  others  that  jroa 
did  not  believe  Mr.  Edwards  was  the  author  of 
the  A.  B.  publications  1 
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Answer^H  At  tbe  time  the  A.  B.  papers  appeared, 
it  did  not  strike  me  thi^t  Mr.  Edwards  was  the 
aathor;  and  when  the  subject  was  coatiDued  ia 
the  Frankiin  Gazette,  after  Cooffress  had  adjourn'- 
ed,  and  Mr.  Edwards  ffone  to  Illinois,  I  believed 
that  another  member  of  Congress  was  the  author. 
Such  being  my  impression,  I  may  have  stated 
it,  but  do  not  recollect  having  done  so.  But  the 
conversation  with  Mr.  Edwards  wa^  the  only  au- 
thority beyond  conjecture  we  had  for  atating  that 
he  was  not  the  author ;  nor  should  we  have  pub- 
lished the  paragraph,  but  for  that  conversation. 

Q,.  Can  you  say  distinctly  that  in  that  conver- 
sation Mr.  Edwards  did  not  speak  of  an  imputed 
plot;  and,  in  saying  that  he  had  nothing. to  do 
-with  it,  that  he  did  nort  refer  to  a  plot,  and  not  to 
the  publications? 

A.  I  do  not  distinctly  recollect  Governor  Ed- 
wards's language,  except  so  far  as  that  it  left  a 
strong  impressioi^  on  my  mind  that  he  diadaimed 
having  any  thing  to  do  With  the  A.  B.  business. 
He  spoke  of  it  generally,  and  I  do  not  recollect 
that  he  made  the  disiii[ictioji  referred  tain  the  ques- 
tion now  put. 

Question  by  Mr.  Livingston.  When  you  speak 
of  the  A.  B.  business,  the  A.  B.  plot,  and  the  A.  B. 
pablications,  do  you  not  mean  the  same  thing  1 

Answer,  in  applying  some  of  those  terms,  I  have 
used  the  language  commonly  applied  to  them,  and 
understand  them -all  tp  mean  the  same  thing. 

'  Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  Was  not  the  word  plot. 
as  applied  to  the  subject,  first  used  in  the  National 
IntelligeAcer  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell.  It  has  frequently  been 
Ofied  in  the  National  Intelligencer;  but  1  believe 
that  epithet  was  applied  to  it  by  the  public  as  early 
as  it  was  by  th^  National  Intelligencer. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwarjis.  Do  you  not  recol- 
lect that  in  the  conversation  which  I  had  with  you 
and  Mr,  Chiles,  I  stated,  that,  in  consequence  of 
certain  rumors  about  the  publications  of  A.  B., 
and  what  had  been  stated  in  your  paper  about  an 
A.  B.  plot,  that  I  might  find  it  necessary  to  say 
something  about  yourselves,  and  shofw  that  there 
was  no  A.  B.  plot  in  the  cas^'at  all— «or  words  to 
that  effect  ?    And  did  not  Mr.  Gales  reply  ? 

Answer.  Such  a  remark  may  have  beea  made, 
but  I  eannot  call  it  to  my  fecoUection.  As  it 
seems  Mr.  Gales  replied  to  the  remark,  it  is  possi- 
ble it  was  addressed  to  him ;  and  on  this  account 
I  may  not  particularly  have  noticed  it> 

Q.  Ia  saying  (as  you  have  done)  that  I  inti- 
mated that  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  A.  B. 
afiair,  did  you  not  consider  ^me  as  rather  alluding 
to  any  efiects  it  might  have  upon  you,  than  upon 
others?  « 

A.  Your,  object  at  the  time  appears  to  me  to 
have  been  to  remove  any  impression  of  your  en- 
tertaining; fe^lin^s  of  boslility  to  us;  but  the  con- 
current impression  which  you  conveyed  to  my 
miod  was,  that  you  were  not  the  writer  of  the 
A.  B.  publications. 

Q«  Was  not  this  an  inference  of  your  own,  from 
the  general  scope  of  the  conversation,  rather  than 
from  any  expressions  of  mine? 

A.  Your  exact  language  I  do  not  remember. 


I  can  only  speak  with  certainty  of  its  effect  upon 
my  mind,  which  is  as  I  have  stated.  We  thought 
the  denial dear^  because  that  was  the  "good  rea- 
son" spoken  of  in  oar  paragraph,  which  we  stated 
ourselves  to  be  in  possession  of,  for  not  believing 
you  to  be  tbe  author. 

Q.  Did  I  not  ezpresslt  stat^in  connexiao  with 
the  conversation  about  the  A.  B.  affair,  that  I  had 
no  intention  of  injuring  you  ? 

A.  I  think  not ;  because  that  would  have  been 
a  virtual  admission  that  yoa  were  the  author — 
and  we  understood  you  to  deny  being  so. 

Q.  Do  you  not  recollect  my  making  the  fol- 
lowing remark.— that  I  never  was  the  aggressor  in 
ahy  controversy,  and  never  would  be;  but  that 
when  attacked,  I  did  not  know  that  I  always  stop- 
ped at  the  just  bounds  of  retribution  ? 

A.  Of  this  remark,  I  remember  distinctly  only 
that  part  w6ich  I  have  already  stated;  but  the 
residue  may  have  been  expressed  by  you  in  con- 
nexion with  ir. 

Q.  In  Mr.  Dickins's  testimony,  he  mentioned 
you  as  having  procured  the  Copying  of  some  of  the 
bank  correspondence.  By  whom  was  this  copy- 
ing executea,'and  under  what  circumstances  ? 

A.  Being  informed  last  Fall,  by  Mr.  Little,  of 
this  ciw,  that  he  should  be  glad  to  obtain  from 
some  of  the  public  offices  some  clerical  employ- 
ment to  fill  up  his  leisure  time,  and  knowing  that, 
in  times  of  pressure,  writing  was  given  Out  by 
some  of  the  public  offices,  I  inquired  of  Mr.  Dick- 
ins^  in  the  month  of  October  last,  if  there  was,  in 
the  Treasury  Department,  any  extra  writing  he 
could  give  out.  He  mentioned  that  the  voluminous 
bank  correspondence,  called  for  by  a  resolution  of 
Congress,  was  more  than  the  clerks  in  the  office 
could  get  readV;  and,  as  others  were  employed  on 
it  out  of  the  office,  if  I  knew  of  any  trust-worthy 
person,  he  would  give  him  a  part  of  it  to  do.  On 
my  vouching  for  the  integrity  of  the  gentleman 
mentioned,  Mr.  D.  gave  me  a  bundle  of  the  letters,  . 
which  he  wished  micht  be  copied  without  delay, 
as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  ahxious  to  , 
transmit  the  correspondence  to  Con^^ress  early  in 
the  session.  These  letters  were  transcribed  in 
three  or  four  weeks  and  returned.  Soon  after, 
Mr.  Dickins  called  on  me,  and  said  he  was  afraid 
the  other  persons  would  nut  be  able  to  get  the 
remainder  of  the  letters  copied  in  time,  and  asked 
me  if  tbe  same  gentleman  would  undertake  some 
more.  He  left  aaother  bundle  with  me,  which 
were  also  copied.  On  their  being  retaraed,  I  in- 
quired if  he  could  tell  me  how  soon  the.corrcspon- 
dence  would  be  sent  in.  He  could  not.  say,  a« 
there  was  yet  much  of  the  correspondence  re- 
maining to  be  transcribed.  I  told  him  the  same 
gentleman,  and  one  or  ta^o  others,  also,  would  be 
glad  of  as  much  writing  as  they  could  get.  .  I  then 
received  from  Mr.  Dickins  a  third  large  bundle  of 
the  letters,  and  they  were  immediately  put  in 
haod.  I  afterwards  received  several  messages 
from  Mr.  Dickins  to  hurry  the  copying,  as  the 
Se<;ret»ry  was  very  impatient  (o  send  the  corres- 
pondence to  Congress^  and  as,  after  the  copying 
should  be  completed,  it  would  take  piucfa  time  to 
compare  the  transcripts  with  the  originals.    To- 
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ward  the  latter  part  of  the  copying,  I  receired,  | 
eveiy  day,  a  message  from  Mr.  Dickins,  urging 
despatch,  as  all  the  rest  of  the  copying  was  ftn^ 
isbe^,  and  he  wa^  so  importunate  to  hare  it  done, 
that  I  was  induced  to  obtain  for  Mr.  Little  the  aid 
of  an 'additional  person.  The  precise  time  that 
this  eopyinff  was  completed,  I  do  not  remember, 
bat  it  was,  I  think,, some  time  in  March. 

W.  W.  SETATON. 


Charles  H.  W,  Wharton  sworn,  on  the  part  of  Mr, 

Crawford, 

duestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Have  you  efer  had 
a  conversation  with  Mr.  Edwards  about  the  au- 
thorship of  the  A.  B.  publications  1  If  yes,  relate 
it. 

Answer.  Yes.  I  have  had  a  conversation  with 
him  on  that  subject  in  December  or  January  last, 
at  his  lodgings,  at  Mxs.  dueen's.  Mr.  E.  said  he 
was  not  the  author  of  the  A.  B.  plot,  that  he  did 
not  know  any  thing  about  it. 

QL,  In  what  manner  was  this  denial  made, 
and  inwhat  words,  so  far  as  you  can  recollect  i 

A.  The  manner  appeared  to  be  solemn ;  the  ex- 
pressions were — ^^  He  would  be  d — -^  if  he  knew 
any  thing  abour  that  d-— -^-d  A.  B.  plot." 

a.  How  came  he  to  say  any  thing  about  the 
A.  B.  plot  7 

A.  I  called  upon  Mr.  Edwards  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  recommepdations  to  the  difierent 
Secretaries  of  the  Departments  with  a  view  to 
obtaining  for  myself  a  clerkship.  He  stated  that 
he  was  intimately  acquainted  with  all  of  them, 
and  could  give  letters  to  all  of  them,,  except  Mr. 
Crawford,  and  a  letter  to  him  would  do  no  good, 
for^  (to  use  his  owfr  expressions)  that  he  and  Mr. 
Crawford  "  did  not  set  horses  together ;"  "  that 
Mr.  Crawford  was  under  a  belief  that  he  was  the 
author  of  the  d  ■■  d  A.  B.  plot,  the  authorship  of 
whioh  he  disavowed ;  and  he  concluded  by  saying 
that  he  considered  Mr.  Crawford  a  very  clever 
and  honorable  man. 

d.  by  Mr.  Cook.  Are  you  certain  that  Mr. 
Edwaras,  in  speakinf  of  an  A.  B.  plot,  did  not 
say  that  he  knew  nothing  of  any  plot  7 

A.  I  have  correctly  stated  the  conversation  as 
it  oocurredi 

C.  H.  W.  WHARTON. 


sequence  of  ^uch  disavowal,  Mr.  NoUe  had  voted 
to  confirm  his  appointment  in  the  Senate.  I  fdt 
anxious  to  know  whether  such  disavowal  had  been 
made  for  such  a  purpose.  Under  the  inllQeneeof 
that  anxiety,  I  met  with  General  Noble  in  thb 
Capitol,  and  heard  him  say  that  such  was  not  the 
fact ; .  that  Gh)vernor  E.  had  disavowed  tbe  antkor- 
ship  of  those  publications ;  that  it  had  no  connex- 
ion with  his  vote,  as  he  was  h>»  friend,  and  should 
have  voted  for  the  confirmation  of  his  appoint- 
ment  in  any  event. 

Q.  Did  General  Noble  say,  at  that  time,  that 
h^  did  not  believe  that  disavowal  was  inteaded  to 
have -any  efiect  upon  the  nomination  of  €k>venior 
Edwards  ?  * 

A.  All  that  I  know  of  it  is  embodied  in  my 
answer  to  the  first  interrogatory. 

d.  HaVe  you  had  any  conversation  with  Mr. 
Elkins  on  the  same  subject?  if  so,  please  stale 
what  it  was,  and  when  ? 

A.  I  think  atsome  period  of  time,  shortly  after  the 
address  of  Governor  Edwards  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  after  the  publication  in  the  Enquirer, 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  Mr.  Elkins  informed  me 
in  a  conversation,  sought  by  myself,  that  he  had 
heard  Governor  E.  inciden  taller  remark,  upon  read- 
ing this  article  in  the  Enquirer,  in  which  he  is 
spoken  of  as  '<  Ninian  Edwards  of  A.  B.  pfot 
memory ,''  that  he  Was  no  more  the  author  of  that 
plot  than  the  Editorof  the  Enquire!^— I  speak  with 
more  preciseness  of  the  conversation  with  Mr. 
Elkins  than  of  that  with  General  Ffoble. 

JNO.  8.  BARBOUR. 


John  S,  BaHHmty  of.  the  House  of  Rq^resentcUioss, 
sworn,  at  the  requsait  of  Mr,  Ed/wards* 

Cluestion  bv  Mr.  Cook.  Have  you  had  any  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Noble  on  the  subject  of  a  con- 
versation held  between  him  and  Mr.  Edwards, 
relative  to  the  authorship  of  the  A.  B.  publica- 
tions ?  if  so,  please  to  state  what  that  conversation 
was. 

A.  I  will  relate  the  circumstances  under  which 
such  conversations  were  hdd.  Shortly  after  the 
communication  of  the  addresses  of  Governor  Ed- 
wards, I  read,  with  two  members  of  the  Kentucky 
delegation,  a  letter  printed  in  the  Richmond  En- 
quirer, in  which  Governor  E.  is  said  to  have  de> 
dared  tOxMr.  Noble  that  he  was  not  the  author  oi 
those  publications  signed  A.  B.,  and  that,  in  con- 


Thomas  H,  Berdon,  of  the  Senate,  sfMm,  on  the  part 

of  Mr,  Crawford. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Were  yoo  not  well 
acquainted  with  the  connexion  of  Mr.  Edwards 
with  the  Edwardsville  Bank  ? 

Answer.  From  general  report  only.  I  never 
did  any  business  with  him  in  that  character. 

Qi.  i>o  you  know  that  he  has  made  efforts,  from 
the  establishment  of  the  institution  till  its  faiiare, 
te  keep  up  its  credit  with  the  public  ? 

*  A.  What  I  knbw  personally  is  the  pohfieattoii 
in  the  St.  Louis  Enquir^j  of  which  I  was  an 
editor. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  statemc&tB  in  that 
publication  are  correct. 

[To  this  question  Mr.  Cook  objected. .  The 
Committee  decided  that  it  might  be  put] 

A.  I  very  well  remember  my  opinioa  at  the  time 
the  i>ublication  was  made.  It  was,  that  the  pub- 
lication would  give  a  credit  to  the  bank^  to  which 
it  was  not  entitled.*'  In  conforiflity  with  that 
opinion,  and  from  no  other  motive  than  to  count- 
ervail the  effect  of  that  publication,  I  wrote  aa 
article,  which  was  published  either  in  the  same 
paper,  or  in  one  next  succeeding,  (but  I  think  the 
same,)  in  which  I  gave  some  of  the  reasons  which 
induced  roe  to  believe  that  the  bank  ^as  not  en- 
titled to  the  ci^dit  which  Mr.  E.  gare  to  it  in  his 
publication.  I  have  not  seen  that  article  since, 
but  the  facts  and  circumstances  rest  opon  my 
mind,  andl  am  still  oi  the  opinion  that  I  then 
was. 
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Q^  What  w«re  the  facts  on  which  this  opinioii 
was  fonned. 

A.  The  first  was  one  leading  fact,  which  I  had 
from  general  report,  that  a  majority  of  the  «tock 
was  held  hy  two  or  three  stocknolders  who  were 
persons  of  little  or  no  property.    The  stockholders 
to  whtfm  I  allade  we^e  Mr.  Robert  Latham  and 
Ckneral  Payne,  the  latter  of  whom  was  reputed 
to  cover  stock  for  the  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  ^en- 
tacky.    Mr.  Latham  was  generaUy  reported  to  be 
the  insolvent  partner  of  a  firm  in  Kentacky — I 
think  either  Latham  d>  Broadhead«  or  Latham  db 
Morehead ;  and  that  he  was  insolvent  I  am  cer- 
tain, havinff  been  employed  as  a  lawyer  to  cottect 
debts  from  him.    The  Messrs.  Johnson  were  gen- 
erally reputed  to  bein^bad  pecuniary  circumstances. 
The  stockholders  having  a  majority  of  the  stock, 
could  change  the  Directors  at  any  election.    This 
circumstance  deprived  the  bank  of  credit  in  my 
eyes.    Another  circumstance  which  made  me  be- 
lieve that  the  publication  of  Mr.  Edwards  would 
^Ivethe  bank  a  credit  which  was  not  due  to  it,  wa^ 
Its  silence  upon  points  necessary  to  be  known,  such 
as  the  pecuniary  stability  of  several  of  the  Direc- 
tors.   Mr.  Smithj  one  01  the  Directors,  of  whom 
a  high  character  is  given  in  that  publication,  was 
genenliy  reputed  to  be  without  property,  or  very 
recently  insolvent.    £>r.  Joseph  Bowers,  of  whom 
a  high  character  is  also  given^  was  a  speculator 
lately  arrived  in  the  country,  claiming  and  talking 
of  much  property^  but,  as  was  believed,  without 
solid  foundation.    The  other  directors^  witb  the 
exception  of  two  or  three,  were  generally  reputed 
to  own  but  little  property,  and  to  hold  a  minority 
of  the  stock. '  Another  circui!ist|ince  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  J)ank,  was  my  belief  th.at  it  could 
not  do  a  business  which  would  defray  its  expenses 
and  support  it,  owing  to  the  little  commerce  exist- 
ing in  tne  place  where  it  was  established. 

Cioestion  bv  Mr.  Cook.  You  state  that  Mr.  Ed- 
wards made  nis  publication  in^tbe  St.  Louis  En- 
quirer of  1819;  was  Mr.  Crawford  on  the  list  of 
those  to  whom  that  paper  was  statedly  sent  1 

A.  Yes. 

d.  At  the  time  you  spoke  of  the  character  of 
the  Qank  of  Edwardsville,  and  its  claims  to  pub- 
lic credit,  did  you  know  any  thing  of  its  actual 
condition  ? 

A.  I  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  its  afiairs ; 
my  opinions  were  bottomed  on  general  current  re- 
port. 

€L  Did  you  not,  about  the  same  time,  write  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  strong  ob- 
jections to  the  claims  of  this  bank  upon  his  confi- 
dence, and  that  of  the  public  1 

A.  1  did  so,  some  time  before,  soon  after  th«  bank 
went  into  operation. 

d.  Did  you  receive  any  reply  from  the  Secre- 
tary on  that  subject,  by  which  you'  ascertained 
that  he, had  received  your  letter  1 

A.  I'did ;  and  he  stated  that,  availing  himself 
of  the  permission  expressed  in  my  letter  to  show 
it  to  whomsoever  it  concerned,  he  had  shown  it 
to  Mr.  Edwards  and  Colonel  Johnsoq. 

d.  Were  you  at  that  time  a  Director  of  the 
Bank  of  Missouri? 


A.  I  was  not  till,  long  after,  say  two  years  or. 
more. 

Ct.  About  this  time,  however,  did  you  not  make 
communications  in  your  i»aper  ta  the  public, 
stroDgly  supporting  tne  claims  of  the  Bank  of 
Missouri  to  the  poraic'  confidence  ? 

A.  r  made  very  few,  if  any ;  I  do  not  now  re^ 
member  one. 

d.  Was  it  not  your  opinion,  thattha\  bank  was 
entitled  to  confidence  ? 

A.  It  was,  most  decisively.  AfVer  my  first  ar- 
rival at  Washinfi^on  City,  in  1820, 1  had  spoken 
to  Mr.  Crawford  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri. 
After  that  bank  had  stopped  payment,  and  resolu- 
tions had  been  submitted  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, upon  the  subject  of  its  failure,  and  of 
the  public  deposite  in  it,  myself  and  Mr.  Scott, 
representative  from  Missouri,  went  to  Mh  Craw- 
ford, and  oAered  to  five  him,  in  writing,  the  pre- 
vious statements  which  we  had  made,  verball]^, 
in  favor  of  the  bank.  Mr.  Crawford  declined  re- 
ceiving a*ny  statement  from  us.  His  precise  words 
I  do  not  remember,  but  h6  declined  taking  from 
us  any ^ thing  like  vouchers  to  shield  him  from*  re- 
sponsibility, stating.  I  think,  that  the  correspond- 
ence would  show  that  every  thing  was  fair,  and 
that  he  had  proceeded  on  sufficient  grounds. 

d.  Which  bank  first  failed  to  pay  specie  for  its 
notes,  the  Bank  of  Missouri  or  tne  Bank  of  Ed- 
wardsville ? 

A.  The  Bank  of  Missouri.  But  I  have  been 
informed.and  believe,  that  the  Bank  of  Missouri 
had  assets  at  the'  time  of  its  stopping  specie  pay- 
ment, to  an  amount  beyond  the  claims  upon  it; 
that  it  has  settled  all  these  claims,  either  by  pay- 
ing them  or  securing  them  to  be  paid,  while  the 
Bank  of  Bd  wards viUe  has  neither  paid  or  secured 
its  debt  to  the  United  States. 

d.  At  what  time  were  you  employed  to  collect 
debts  against  Mr.  Latham  ? 
'    A.  Some  time  before  I  came  to  Congress,  in 
ISdO. 

d*  Do  you,  or  do  you  not.  know  that  Qeneral 
Payne  is  reputed  to  be,  and  do  you  not  believe 
him  to 'be,  amongst  the  wealthiest  men  in  Ken- 
tucky? 

A.  I  have  always  understood  that  he  was  a  man 
of  large  property ;  but  the  general  report  was^  that 
the  shares  in  his  name  were  really  the  property  of 
the  Messrs.  Johnsons. 

d-  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  know  or  believe  that 
the  Messrs.  Johnsons  were  at  that  time  also  con-* 
sidered  among  the  wealthiest  men  in  Itentucky? 
A.  All  the  ID  formation  which  I  had  upon  the 
subject^  represented  them  to  be  engaged  iri  large 
and  critical  moneyed  enterprises,  and  that  their 
pecuniary  credit  was  most  uncertain. 

d.  Do  you  not  know  that  Robert  Pozue,.  an- 
other Director  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  was 
at  that  time  engaged  in  larffe  mercantile  concerns, 
and  of  unsuspected  credit? 

A.  I  knew  Mr.  Pogue  as  a  merchant,  and  his 
credit  and  standing  were  veiryjeood. 

d-  William  Kinney,  Joseph  Conway,  and  Abra- 
ham Pricket,  were  also  Directors.  Were  not  these 
gentleman  ail  at  that  time  of  high  respectability, 
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and  of  considerable  unencambered  property,  so  far 
as  your  knowledge  extends? 

A.  I  knew  them  all  personally.  Mr.  Kinney 
was  always  represented  to  me  as  a  person  of  con- 
siderable prooerty.  I  never  heard  the  others  so 
spoken  ot.  I  know  nothing  about  the  encum- 
brances on  any  of  their  estates.  They  were  all 
respectable. 

Q,.  Dr.  Joseph  Bowsers,  another  Director,  is 
spoken  of  by  Mr.  Edwards  as  a  gentleman  of  re- 
spectability. Was  not  that  his  general  character 
at  that  period  ? 

A.  It  was.  But,  my  objeetion  to  Governor  Ed- 
wards's publication  was,  its  on^itting  to  ^peak  of 
the  pecuniary  circumstances  of  the  directors  and 
stockholders. 

d.  Were  the  directors  and  stockholders  liable 
beyond  the  amount  of  the  stock  paid  in  ? 

A.  The  Bank  of  Edwardsviiie  was  an  incor- 
porated badk,  and  I  suppose,  of  course,  they  were 
not. 

d.  What  was  the  conversation  you  had  with 
General  Noble,  which  induced  you  to  write  the 
letter  in  the  Richmond  "Enquirer,"  in  relation 
to  that  conversation  ? 

A.  1  had  two  conversations  with  ftfr.  Noble, 
upon  the  si!kbiect  of  his  conversation  with  Mr. 
Edwards.  Tne  first,  soon  after  the  appearance  of 
Mr:  Edwards's  address.  ^  It  occurred  accidentally, 
while  passing  each  other  in  the  large  circular 
room,  m  the  centre  of  the  Capitol.  It  was  very 
short.  I  was  ffoing  in  haste  into  the  Senate 
Chamber.  Either  replying  to  a  duestion  from 
me,  or  from  some  other  person,  for  there  were 
several  passing  at  the  same  time,  Mr.  Noble  said 
that  Mr.  Edwards  had  declared  that  he  was  not 
the  author  of  the^  A.  B.  publications,  and  that  he 
had  supported  him  in  the  Senate.  In  repeating 
that  conversation,  I  reported  it,  and  in  writing  to 
the  Editor  of  the  Richmond  "  Enquirer"  the  letter- 
in  question,  I  Fepresented  it  as  if  Mr.  Noble  had 
voted  for  Mr  E.  in  consequence  of  that  disavowal. 
It  was  the  construction  which  I  put  upon  the  sup- 
port which  he  had  eive'n.  I  was  not  in  the  Senate 
durinjif  the  time  that  Mr.  E.'s  nomination  was 
pendmg.  A  week  or  two  afterwards,  and  when 
there  occurred  som^;  leisure  in  the  Senate,  and  in 
consequence  of  suggestions  that  Mr.  Edwards  had 
only  denied  the  authorship  of  the  A.  B.  pubKca 
tions  by  way  of  avoiding  an  improper  curiosity,  I 
asked  Mr.  Noble  whether  he  had  made  inquiries 
of  Mr.  Edwards  which  led  to  the  disavowal? 
Mr.  Noble  then  stated  to  me  particularly  his  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Edwards.  He  said  that  the 
disavowal  was  wholly  voluntary  on  the  part  ot 
Mr.  Edwards;  that  he  had  pledged  his  honor  that 
he  was  not  the  author  of  the  A.  B.  publications, 
but  Mr.  Noble  had  intended  to  vote  for  him  before 
he  heard  this  disavowal ;  that  he  had,  before  hear- 
ing it,  made  a  motion  in  the  Senate  to  take  up  his 
nomination  |  that  Mr.  Edwards,  in  that  same  con- 
versation, spoke  honorably  of  Mr.  Crawford;  spoke 
well  of  his  management  of  the  finances,  and  of 
his  relief  to  the  Western  debtors.  The  second 
and  full  conversation  was  the  same  as  has  been 
detailed  before  the  committee  by  Mr.  Noble  in  his 


testimony.  The  first  was  short  and  imperfect, 
and  so  slight,  that  Mr.  Noble  with  difficulty  could 
recollect  it  when  I  have  since  mentioned  it  to 
him. 

d.  Do  you  not  know^  that  the  fepresentatioos 
which  you  have  stated  were  made  by  you  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  against  the  Bank  of 
Edwardsviiie,  w^re  contradicted  by  those  of  Mr. 
Edwards  and  Colonel  Johnson  ? 

A.   I  do  not  know  that  they  were. 

THOMAS  H.  BENTON. 


Abraham  Bradley,  funiar,  sworn,  on  the  part  of  Mr, 

Cnmoford, 

Q.  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  In  October,  1819,  what 
was  the  shortest  time  in  which  a  letter  could 
come  by  the  mail  from  Edwardsviiie  to  Wash- 
ington ? 

I  have  Examined  the  contracts,  and  am  unable 
to  state.  * 

.   d.    Could  a  letter  have  come,  at  that  time,  in 
l^s  than  twenty  days  ? 

A.  It  is  difficult  to  answer  with  certainty  ;  botf 
according  to  my  best  information,  I  should  say  it 
could  not. 

Q.  Have  you  made  out  a  list  of  the  arrivals 
and  departures  of  the  mail  between  this  city  and 
Edwardsviiie?  Is  the  paper  now  shown  to  you 
such  a  list  ?  and  is  it  made  out  according  to  the 
best  information  you  possess? 

A.  It  is.  I  have  made  it  out  from  the  contracts, 
in  all  its  items,  saving  one,and^  that  I  have  stated 
from  the  advertisement  of  the  Po&t  Offite  De- 
partment, for  a  contract  which  is  the  route  from 
Wheeling  to  Louisville.  The  mail  takes  a  longer 
time  to  "come  from  Edwardsviiie  than  to  go  there. 

Q,.  Do  the  dates  on  the  bills  of  the  mails  sent, 
which  appear  in  the  quarterly  returns,  ascertain 
the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  mails? 

Af  They  always  ought  to  do  so. 

ABM.  BRADLEY,  Jr. 


List  of  departures  and  arrivals  of  the  wtaU  kiwsen 
•  Waskin^jfton  oind'EdwardsvUU, 

[Arrangemeot  mails  1818  and  1819.] 

Washington  —  Leave  Sunday,  Tuesday,  and 
Thursday,  at  2  a.  m. ;  arrive  Monday,  W'edncsday, 
and  Friday,  at  10  p.  m. 

Fredericktown  —  arrive  Sunday,  Tuesday, 
Thursday,  at  2  p.  m. ;  leave  Monday,  Wednesday, 
Friday,  at  10  a.  m.:  Leave,  Sunday,  Tuesday, 
Thursday,  at  3  p.  m.;  arrive  Monday,  Wednes- 
day, Friday,  at  9  a.  m. 

Cuinber/and — arrive  Monday,  Wednesday,  Fri- 
day, at  8  p.  m  ;  leave  Saturday,  Tuesday,  Thurs- 
day, at  3  a.  m. :  Leave  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Satur- 
day, at  9  1^.  m. ;  arrive  Friday^  Monday,  Wednes- 
nesday,  at  8  p.  m. 

Brownsville — arrive  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Sat- 
urday, at  8  p.  m.;  leave  Friday,  Monday,  Wed- 
nesday, at  4  a.  m. :  Leave  Wednesday,  Friday, 
Monday,  at  3  a.  m.;  arrive  Thursday,  Saturday, 
Tuesday,  at  9  p.  m. 

Wheeling — arrive  Wednesday,  Friday,  Mon- 
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day,  at  4  p.  m.;  leave  Thursday,  Saturday,  Tues- 
d»^,  at  8  a.  m.:  Leave  Wednesday,  Monday, 
Friday,  at  5  p.  m. ;  arrive  Thursday,  Saturday, 
Tuesday,  at  7  a.  m. 

Shelbyville — arrive  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Satur- 
day, at  10  a.  m. ;  leave  Friday,  Klondav,  Wed- 
nesday, at  ^  p.  m.:  Leifve  Tuesday,  Thursday, 
Saturday,  at  11  a.  m. ;  arrive  Friday,  Monday, 
Wednesday,  at  1  p.  ra. 

Louisville — arrive  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Satur* 
day,  at  8  p.  m. }  leave  Friday,  Monday,  Wednes- 
day,  at  9  a.  nr. 

»giirdstown--'arrive  Tuesday  at  8  p.  m. ;  leave 
Wednesday  at  5  a.  m. :  Leave  Wednesday  at  5 
a.  m. ;  arrive  Toesd.ajr  at  8  p.  m. 

Shawneetown — arrive  Saturday- at  10  a.^m. ; 
leave  Saturday  at  2  p.  m. :  Leave  Saturday  at  2 
p.  m. ;  arrive  Saturday  at  10  a.  m. 

Kaskaskia  —  arrive  Tuesday  evening ;  leave 
Wednesday  morning:  Leave  Wednesday  at  6 
a.  m. ;  arrive  Tuesday  at  6  p.  m. 

Cahokia — arrive  Thursday  at  2  p.  m.j  leave 
Monday  morning :  Leave  Thyrsday  at  3  p.  m. ; 
arrive . 

Madison  Courthouse,  or  Edwardsville-^arrive 
[no  time;]  leave  [no  time — cabnot  End  contract] 

Eastract  J^rom  the  Xst^agt  of  the  original  ^^ Account  qf 
the  mails  sent  from  the  Post  Office  at  EdwardSh 
villey''*'  for  the  qwtHer  beginning  the  Xst  October 
1819. 


• 

To  what  oflce  the  leiiera 

■ 

1 

Dtte  < 
bills 

were  sent. 

Letter 

1819. 

' 

Nos.  'eist 

Oct.  9. 

Golcondtf  Illinois  - 

#643^ 

t 

Brownsville  - 

0  12i 

\ 

4» 

English  Prairie     - 

0  12^ 

I 

Cape  Girardeau    - 

0  87 

Waterloo,  Illinois  - 

9  20 

Ifidwards  eity 

0  18i 

Elvira,  Illinois 

- 

$0  181 

• 

Southward    •> 

3  50 

Franklm,  M.  T.   •- 

0  18i 

1 

Eastward      - 

27  47 

. 

10 

• 

Kaskaskia     • 

0  69i 

• 

• 

17 

BellviUa,  lUinois   - 

006 

• 

• 

13 

8t  Louis 

0  18 

• 

w 

69 

^  Nashville 

0  25 

St  GenevievjB  '     • 

0  37 

13 

St  Louis,  M.  T.  - 

0  06 

16 

8k.  Michael   - 
Albion,  Illinois 
Canni,  lllinots 

0  25 
0  12i 
0  371 

New  Haven  - 

0  18i 

Nashville       - 

0  25 

Southward    - 

3  00 

New  Orleans 

050 

Eastward      - 

15  48 

160 

9 

Kaskaskia     - 

0121 

- 

1 

BeUviUe 

0  12 

St.  Louis 

0  06 

New  Turk    - 

0  25 

20 

St.  Louis      - 

0  12 

1 

The- within  is  a  true  extract  from  an  original 
paper,  headed  ^'Account  of  mails  sent  from  the 
post  office  at  Edwardsville,  Illinois,  1819,"  fur- 
nished to  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  tfnited  States  to  inves- 
tigate the  charges  preferred  aeainst  the  Secretary 
ofthe  Treasury  by  Ninian  Edwards.   • 

S.  BURCH, 
Ch,  Clk.  Bouse  of  Rtpresentatifces, 

June  16, 1824. 

George  Sweeny  swotn,  on  the  part  of  Mr,  Crawford* 

d.  Are  you  a  clerk  in  the  City  Post  Office? 

A.  I  am. 

d.  Look  at  tiie  post-mark  on  this  letter.  What 
is  the  date  there  marked  ? 

[Here  the  witne^ss  was  shown  the  letter  from 
Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of'^Ed- 
wardsviile,  dated  1st  November,  1819.1 

A.  The  day  appears  to  be  the  Bd;  but  of  what 
month  cannot  be  discovered. 

GEORGE  SWEENY. 


Washington, /«^^  15)  1819. 

Dear  Counbl:  Yours  of  the  28th  ultimo 
(came  to  hand  this  morning.  - 

The  circumstances  connected  with  the  Bank  of 
Edwardsville,  as  developed  in  the 'two  letters  of 
Governor  Edwards,  submitted  by  you  to  my  pe- 
rusal, will  receive  due  coiisideratioil. 

I  am*  much  surprised  at  the  contents  of  his  first 
letter  to  yon.  I  am  gratified  with  the  explana- 
tion yott  have  given  him  upon  that  subject.  With 
Governor  Edwards  I  had  no  personal  acquaint- 
ance before  last  Winter.  The  opinion  which  I 
had  formed  of  hi^  talents  and  integrity,  from  the 
official  correspondence  which  had  Men  carried  on 
between  as  both  in  the  War  and  Treasury  De- 
partments, has^  been  confirmed  by  personal  ac- 
quaintance. 

The  different  subjects  Apon  which  be  bad  oc- 
casion to  ask  my  opinion  or  decision,,  during  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  were  fairly  and"  candidly 
stated ;  his  •  comments  upon  them  were  judicious, 
and  it  afforded  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able,  after 
due  examibation  and  reflection,  generally  to  coin- 
cide in  opinion  With  him. 

The  gentleman  who  has  stated  that  I  was  un- 
friendly to  Governor  Edwards,  has  entirely  mis- 
taken my  feelings  and  motives  of  action.  ^Cer- 
tainty every  thing  which  occurred  between  the 
Governor  and  myself  was  decidedly  calculated  to 
inspire  feelings  of  a  very  different  character.  I 
had  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  him,  and 
hope  that  nothing  occurred  on  my  part  to  produce 
dissatisfaction  with  him-wifbany-partof  my  con- 
duct I  believe  the  only  difference  of  opinion  that 
occurred  between  us  was  in  relation  to  the  eligi- 
bility to  office  of  a  minor.  In  that  case,  it  would 
have  afforded  me  great  pleasure  to  have  thought 
with  him,  inasmuch  as  it  would  have  enabled  me 
to  have  aided  in  doing  an  act  bigbljr  acceptable 
to  my  friend  Colonel  MoKee.  My  inability  to 
concur  with  him  in  opinion  was  cause  of  regret, 
and  not  of  complaint.    I  had,  therefore,  no  possi- 
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ble  cause  of  hottftity  with  the  Gorenior,  and  as- 
sure you  that  I  Be?er  felt  aoy  thing  like  hostility 
to  him. 

I  remain,  with  sentibients  of  the  highest  respeet, 
your  friend  and  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Colonel  Rich  ABO  M.  Johnson. 

P.  S.  I  return  you  Qorernor  Edwards's  first 
letter.    . 


Eliza  QuMfi  MDorn,  at  the  requeit  of  Mr.  Edward$, 

Q^uestion  by  Mr.  Edwards.  I  wish  you  to  state 
what  you  know  concerning  my  sickness  at  your 
house  after  my  removal  into  the  room  in  the  back 
building  which  opens  on  the  balcony  7 

A.  I  KBow  that  you  were  very. sick  while  you 
lodf^ed  in  that  room,  so  ill  that  a  servant  was 
obliged  to  sit  up  with  you  every  night. 

)£  How  long  do  you  think  that  I  continued  in 
that  situation  ?  do  you  suppose  it  was  two  we^s? 

A.  I  do  not  recouect  the  exact  time — I  should 
think  two  weeks,  but  cannot  be  certain. 

d.  Do  you  recollect  how  long  it  was  after  Gen* 
eral  Noble  came  to  lodge  at  your  house  that  I  be- 
came so  sick  as  to  be  confined  to  my  room  ? 

A.  I  am  not  certain — but  think  it  was  two  days 
or  three — it  was  on  a  Tuesday  or  Wednesday. 

d.  Do  you  recollect  that  I  breakfasted  or  ained 
at  the  table  with  the  other  boarders  after  breakfast 
on  the  Monday  next  after  G^eneral  Noble  came  to 
your  house*? 

A.  1  do  not  recoUect  that  you  did.* 

ft.  Was  it  not  in  consequence  of  my  ia^lisposi- 
tion  that  I  did  not  1 

A.  I  supposed  that  it  was. 

d*  Was  not  my  room,  in  which  I  was  sick, 
one  of  the  remotest  back  rooms  on  the  second 
floor  of  the  back  building,  and  was  not  Mr.  Noble's 
the  front  room  on  the  first  floor  of  the  front  build- 
ing? 

A.  Yes. 

Ct.  Do  you  recollect  my  being  very  lame  after 
I  began  to  recover? 

A.  I  remember  your  wearing  socks  and  oom- 
plaining  of  pain. 

d.  Do  you  think  I  could  have  walked  from -my 
room  to  the  front  part  of  the  house  within  a  week 
after  my  being  taken  so  ill  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recoileet  seeing  you  do  so. 

CI.  Was  not  your  room-Mjoining  mine;  and 
would  I  not  have  had  to  pass  by  your  room  to  get 
lo  the  front  of  the  house  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  You  have  answered 
that  you  do  not  recollect  that  Mr.  Edwards  dined 
with  the  other  boarders  after  breakfast  on  the 
Monday  next  after  General  Noble  came  to  board 
at  your  house :  tlo  you  recollect  that  he  did  not 
come  to  the  table  ? 

A.'  I  do  not  recollect  seing  him  at  table  after 
that  time,  at  breakfast  or  tea  ;  I  do  not  go  to  the 
table  at  dinner,  but  I  do  at  breakfast  and  tea. 

Q,.'  When  did  Mr.  Noble  come  to  Ibdge  at  your 
house? 

A.  On  Saturday  the  21st  of  February. 


.d.  And  yoo  think  it  w%^on  the  Taesdiyor 
Wednesday  following  that  Groveraor  E4wird$ 
was  taken  so  sick? 

A.  Yes. 

duestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Where  was  Gover- 
nor Edwards's  room  when  Mr.  Noble  fiisi  came 
to  lodge  at  your  house? 

A.  It  was  the  front  room  on  the  first  floor,  the 
same  room  which  General  Noble  afterwards  oc- 
cupied. 

d*  When  did  Groveroor  fid  wards  remove  to  tke 
back  building  ? 

A.  On  Sunday;  the  next  day  after  Gcoail 
Noble  came. 

ELIZA  dUBEN. 

Adelaide  lAndsUp  iwom,  at  the  reqvetl  *J  Mr.  fi- 

toarde. 

duestioh  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Did  yon  Dot  boiii 
at  Mrs.  dueen's  during  the  whole  of  the  list 
Winter? 

A.  Yes. 

d.  What  do  you  know  coneeming  n^  hetaf 
sick  there  after  I  removed  into  the  bacE  buiidiog  1 

AI  You  were  taken  sick  about  the  middle  of 
the  week,  and  continued  confined  to  yoar  roon 
I  should  think  about  a  fortnight. 

d.  Was  I  not  sick  previous  to  my  bdof  t^ea 
so  veryill  in  that  room  ? 

A.  Yes. 

d.  Do  you-  recollect  my  eating  at  table  vitk 
the  other  boarders  after  the  Mondav  which  soe- 
ceeded  General  Noble's  coming  to  Mrs.  ftaeca'i 
to  lodf  e,  until  I  got  well  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  you  did. 

duestion  hf  Mr.  Forsyth.  Do  you  recollect  diat 
he  did  not  ? 

Answer.  I  was  never  at  table  saving  at  bieak- 
fast  and  tea. 

d.  Do  you  recoUect  that  he  did  not  come  to 
table  ? 

A.  I  don't  know. 

ADELAIDE  LINDSLfiY. 


WilUam  B.  Hodffeon  9wam^  at  the  rqu^  of  ^^ 

Edfoards. 

duestion  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Please  to  state  vhat 
you  know  about  my  beiuff  sick  after  ny  remoTU 
to  the  room  in  the  back  Euilding  atM(s.Ua^.^ 

A.  I  recollect  finding  you  frequently  rerf  lU  la 
that  room,  when  I  visited  you  there,  so  mach  so 
as  to  be  confined  to  bed.  .     .    i 

€t  How  soon  was  this  after  my  nomioatioD » 

A.  I  think  it  was  the  week  after  I  uadcijood 
the  nomination  to  have  been  made,  and  I  belieR 
on  Tuesday.  . 

d.  Do  you  not  ijecoUect  calling  on  that  dijr  m 
telling  me  that  you  understood  my  Domiatuott 
had  not  on  (hat  day  been  taken  up  in  the  Seoate. 

A*  If  I  did  not  say  so  on  that  day,  I  recoUect  to 
have  made  the  observation  freqaeotly  at  oibet 
times  when  I  visited  you.  ., 

d.  Do  you  recollect  that  I  told  yoo  that  Mr. 
Francis  Key  had  been  to  see  me  on  the  day  Wore 
you  visited  Qie? 
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Case  of  NinioM  Edwards, 


A.  I  think  you.  did. 

Question  bv  Mr.  Forsyth.  Are  you  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Secietary  of  State  1 

A.  I  have  been  occasionally  employed  in  that 
office  to  translate  foreign  languages;  but  I  am 
not  a  stated  clerk.  I  have  only  been  employed 
there  within  six  or  seven  weeks  past  ' 

duestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Did  you  visit  Gov- 
ernor Edwards  before  he  removed  into  the  back 
room? 

Answer.  Yes. 

d.  At  what  time  ? 

A.  On  the  same  week  on  which  I  understood 
the  nomination  to  have  been  made. 

d.  *Had  you  In  these  visits  any  conversation 
with  Governor  Edwards  on  the  subject  of  the 
nomination  1 

Aa   I  es. 

d.  Did  he  speak,  in  these  conversations,  of  an 
opposition  whioh  be  expected  to  his  nomination, 
and  of  the  groandis  on  which  he  expected  it  woukl 
be  made  ? 

A.  The  opposition  was  casually  spoken  of;  but 
I  do  not  recollect  that  any  special  grounds  for  it 
were  stated  by  Governor  Edwards. 

d.  Did  he  say  any  thing  about  the  A.'  B.  plot 
or  A.  B.  publioaiions. 

A.  If  he  did  net,  I  mentioned  it. " 

d.  Please  to  state  what  passed  between  you  on 
that  subject. 

A.  I  nad  seed  it  mentioned  in  a  New  York 
paper  that  Governor  E.  was  supposed  to  be  the 
author  of  these  A.  B.  poblications ;  this  I  men* 
tioned  to  Kim.  At  that  time  nothing  positive  was 
said  by  the  Gk>vernor  as  to  (he  authorship ;  but,  at 
a  snbaeqaent  visit,  knowing  that  there  were  doubts 
entertained  of  hii  having  been  the  author,  to  sat- 
isfy myself  I  asked  htm  if  he  did  write  them^'  He 
replied, ''  I  neither  conCess  nor  deny." 

d.  What  was  the  reason  of  your  frequent  in- 
tereoarse  with  Governor  Edwards  on  thia  snbject? 

A.  Motives  of  friendship  and  interest 

d.  Has  Uiere  been  a  former  connexion  or  ac- 
quaintance between  you  and  Governor  Edwards  t 

A.  Not  befbi«  my  first  visits  to  him  at  Mrs. 
dneen's.  I  was  an  applicant  Co  be  appointel  his 
private  secretary. 

d.  Were  you  so  appointed  ? 

A.  Yes. 

d>  Are  yov  to  go  to  Mexico  with  Governor 
Edwards? 

A.  I  am  not ;  I  have  procured  other  employ- 
ment. -         . 

WILLIAM  B.  HODGSON. 


Jermiak  Ndton^  of  ^  Home  of  RepresefUolites 
MPomt  (U  the  rtqueut  of  Mr.  Edmard$. 

duestioa  by  Mr.  Edwftrds.  Please  tp  state 
whtft  you  recollect  of -my  being  sick,  at  Mrs. 
dueen's,  after  Mr.  Noble  dime  to  lodge  there. 

Answer.  I  then  lodged  at  Mrs.  dueen's,  and 
understood,  from  several  members  of  the  familv, 
that  Governor  Edwards  was  very  sick.  I  should 
think  it  was  more  than  a  week  after  Mr.  Noble's 
coming  there,  that  I  visited  Governor  Edwards, 


in  his  room.  He  was  then  very  much  indisposed ; 
but  I  do  not  know  whether  he^hador  bad  not  been 
out  of  his  room  since  his  being  taken  siek. 

duestion  bjr  Mr.  Forsyth.  When  you  visited 
him,  was  he,  in  your  opinion,  well  enough  to  go 
from  one  room  of  the  house  to  another  1 

A.  I  cannot  tell.  He  often  went  out  when  I 
thought  that  a  person  so  sick  as  he  ought  not  to 
have  done  so. 

d.  Have  you  not  known  him  to  be  out,  night 
or  day,  when  he  was  apparently  more  indisposed, 
than  he  appeared  to  you  to  be  at  the  time  ? 

A.  I  have  iK>t. 

duestion  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Do  yon  recollect 
seeins  me  out  of  my  room  *for  a  fortnight  after 
Mr.  Nohle's  coming  there? 

A.  I  cannot  recollect  whether  yon  were  or  were 
not. 

duestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Do  you  recollect 
whether  Mr.  Edwards  had  any  flaedical  attend- 
ance at  that  time? 

A.  I  cannot  tell  whether  he  had  or  had  not. 

JEREMIAH  NELSON. 


Asa  E.  Houffh  sfpom,  at  the  requiet  of  Mr.  Edvarde, 

duestion  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Do  you  recollect 
to  have  seen  me  at  Mrs.  dueeo'a  after  I  occupied 
the  baek  room  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

d  What  was  mv  situation  at  that  time  ? 

A.  You  were  sick  in  bed. 

d  Do  yoo  recollect  at  what  time  this  was? 

A.  I  cannot  remember  the  precise  day.  It  was 
some  time  towards  the  latter  end  of  February. .  I 
recollect  that  you  were  so  much  indisposed  that  I 
did  not  communicate  the  business  for  which  I  bad 
come.  I  called  again,  som^  lime  afterwards,  but 
learning  that  you  were  still  confined  to  your  room, 
I  did  not  go  in. 

A.  E.  HOUGH. 


Htnry  WaekingUm  (iueen  swom^  at ,  the  request  of 

Mr.  Edioards. 

duestion  by  Mr.  Edwards..  Did  you  lod^e  in 
the  same  house  ^with  me,  during  the  last  session  of 
Congress  ? 

Answer.    Yes, 

d.  Please  to  state  what  jrou  know  about  my  be- 
ing confined  to  my  room,  arter  General  Noble  came 
there  to  lodge. 

A.  You  were  not,  during  your  illness,  at  that 
timef  out  of  your  room,  to  my  knowledge,  after 
Wednesday,  while  Genenl  Noble  remained  there. 
I  am  under  the  impression  that  you  became  con- 
fined to  your  room  after  Tuesday.  1  remember 
your  being  at  breakfast  on  the  Monday  morning 
previous.  I  do  not  recollect  your  bemg  out  of 
your  room  aAer  Thursday,  until  you  recovered. 

duestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  What  enables  you 
to>  fix,  with  so  much  certainty,  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday?  ' 

A.  General  Noble  came  on  Saturday :  was  not 
at  breakfast  on  Sunday,  and  came  to  breakfast, 
for  the  first  time,  on  Monday,  in  company  with 
Governor  Edwards, 
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Case  of  Ninian  Edwards, 


Q,.  Were  you  much  in  Gk)vernor  Edwards's 
room  during  his  coofinement  ? 

A.  I  #as  several  times  there. 

d.  Do  you  know  how  long  be  was  confied  to 
bed,  after  his  first  b^ing  taken  so  ill. 

A.  I  do  not. 

H.  W.  dUEEN. 


John  C.  Rives  stpom,  at  ike  ttquest  of  Mr,  Edwards, 

'  Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Please  to  state  what 
vou  know  of  my  indispositiqn,  while  I  was  in  the 
oack  room,  at  Mrs.  dueen's. 

Answer.  I  ksow  that  voU  were  sick  while  tbere^ 
but  I  cannot  say,  exactly,  at  what  time.  I  vis- 
ited you  between  the  beginning  and  ibiddle  of 
March.  You  told  roe  that  you  were  then  unwell, 
and  had  had,  on  the  day  before,  a  very  severe 
ague.  I  think  it  was  Iwo  or  three  days  after  Mr. 
HubhaiPd,  (Lieutenant  Groveraor  of  Illinois,)  was 
in  this  city* 

JOHN  C.  RIVES. 


4 

LiM  of  Bank  Notes  whidi  will  be  received  by  the  Bank 
of  Missouri,  according  to  the  letter  ofijve  PresidiaU 
of  that  Bank^  dated  the  9th  of  August,  1819. 

'United  States  Bank  and  its  Branches. 

Bank  of  Missouri  and  Branch. 

Bank  of  Kentucky  and  its  Branches,  at  Louis^ 
ville,  Shelbyviile,  Lexington,  and  Paris. 

Bank  of  Virginia  and  its  Branches,  at  Fred- 
ericksburg, Lynchburg,  and  Petersburg. 

Bank  of  Illinois,  at  Shawneetown. 

Alt  the  banks  in  New  Orleans,  Philadelphia. 
Baltimore,*  New  York,  and  District  of  Columbia,! 
whose  paper  is  received  on  depositeatthe  United 
States  jBank  and  its  Branches, 

State  qf  Illinois^  Madison  County ,  ss. 

On  the  13th  day  of  May,  1824,  personally  ap- 
peared before  the  undersigned,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  and  for  said  county,  Thomas  Lippincott,  who, 
being  duly  affirmed  according  to  law,  deposes  that 
the  above  is  a  correct  copy  of  a  paper  found  on- 
the  files  of  ofiieial  letters  in  the  Receiver's  Ofi&ce, 
at  Edwardsville;  that  the  paper,  of  which  the  fore- 
ffoing  is  a  copV)  was  folded  in  the  letter  of  the 
Hon.  William  il.  Crawford,  of  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, 1819,  and  is  in  the  saine  hand-writing  of  the 
letter  of  the  Hon.  Williana  H.  Crawford,  of  the 
6th  August,  1819. 

THOS.  LIPPINCOTT. 

Afllrmed  and  subscribed  before  roe. 

HAIL  MASON,  J.  P. 


Treasury  Department,  A^,  6, 1819. 

Sir  :  Observing^  by  your  monthly  return,  end- 
ing on  the  30th  of  June,  that  there  remained  in 
your  hands  a  considerable  sum  of  the  public  mon- 
eys, I  wish  to  be  informed  why  the  same  was 

*  Except  the  **  City  Bank." 
t  Except  the  <*  Franklin  Bank"  and  the  *<  Mechan- 
ics' Bank,"  both  of  Alexandria. 


not  deposited  in  bank,  in  conformity  with  the 
instructions  from  this  Department.  Heretofore, 
when  there  was  no  bank  ii/your  vicinity,  ail  rea- 
sonable allowance  was  made,  on  account  of  the 
difliculties  to  which  you  were  subjected  in  making 
your  deposites  \  but  now,  that  a  bank  has  been  es- 
tablished in  your  place  of  residence,  there  can  be 
no  longer  any  excuse  whaiaoever  for  retaining  the 
public  money. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  dbc. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Benjamin  Stephenson.  Esq. 
Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,  EdwhrdsvUU.  • 

State  of  JDlinoisy  Madison  County^  ss. 

On  the  13th  day  of  May,  1824,  peraoDftlly  ap- 
peared before  the  undersigned,  JaMiceof  the  Peace 
in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  Thomas  Lippia- 
cotc,  who,  being  duly  farmed,  itoc^vdijig  to  law, 
depoees  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  of  a  letter 
found  by  the  deponent,  on  the  files  of  official  let- 
ters in. the  Receiver's  Office,  Edwardsville ;  thit 
the  said  letter  appears  to  be  in  the  band-writiag 
of  a  clerk,  bijit  with  the  proper  signature  of  the 
Hon.  William  H.  Crawford,  as  ^e  deponent  be- 
lieves, from  a  comparison  with  other  leCten  re* 
ceivea  ftoux  the  Treasury  Departmenc. 

THOS.  LIPPINCOTT. 
•  Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me. 

HAIL  MASON,  J.  P. 


ReCEIVBR's   OFFiCB, 

'     EdwdtrdsvUU,  10.,  October  12, 1819. 

Sir  :  My  absence  from  this  place  od  a  neceas- 
ry  and  iadispensaUe  visit  to  Kenta^ky,  has  pot  it 
out  of  my  power,  by  an  earlier  opportnaity  than 
the  ensuing  mail,  ta  acknowledge  the  reeeint  of 
your  letter  of  the  ^  of  August  last,  .in  which 
you  express  a  wish  td  be  informed  why  the  poblie 
money  in  my  hands  has  not  been  deposited  m  the 
bank  of  this  place,  in  conformity  with  your  in- 
structions. 

I  should  certainly  have  continued  to  make  the 
deposites  in  the  bank,  had  it  not  been  for  yonr 
letter  of  the  9th  April,  in  which  your  requested  me 
to  pay  certain  bills  which  you  npected  to  be 
drawn  on  me  by  the  Indian  Agents  of  Chicago, 
Green  Bay,  Michilimackinac,  Fort  Wayne,  and 
Piquff ;  at  the  same  time  apprizing  me  that  the 
sum  which  would  be  required  at  thecloae  of  each 
quarter  was  estimated  at  eleven  thousand  doUaiiL 

Knowing  that  if  I  deposited  the  money  fti  the 
bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  I  could  not,  without  special  aothority, 
draw  it  out,  l  conceived  1  was  fulfiiling  year 
wishes  by  retaining  the  money  in  my  ovrn  heads, 
for  the  purpose  of  payiojg,  when  presenled,  the 
drafts  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  9th  April 
And  i  presume  that  the  same  coostruction  has 
been  given  by  the  Receiver,  of  Public  Mohctstt 
Kaskaskia,  to  a  similar  letter,  which  I  have  been 
informed  he  received  from  yon,  as  he  also,  for  a 
considerable  time  past,  has  made  no  deposites  in 
the  bank. 
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QnH  of  Niniaui^  Edwairdi. 


As  your  letter  of  the  6th  Aoffust  makes  no  ref- 
erence to  that  of  the  9th  of  April  preceding,  I 
thould,  at  all  erents,  feel  somewhat  at  a  loss  Low 
Lo  act;  but  I' believe  I  should. make  the  deposites 
veere  it  not  for  other  considerations,  wnich  I 
feel  it  my  duty  previously  to  communicate  to 
you. 

You  are  doubtless  apprised  of  the  hostility  of 
the  Bank  of  Missouri  and  citizens  of  SI.  Louis 
tow^ards  the  bank  of  this  place,  supposed  to  be 
produced  in -consequence  oi  certain  deposites  be- 
ing withheld  from  that  bank  and  placed  in  this. 
It  seems  to  be  believed,  with  what  justice  I  do  not 
pretend  to  say,  that  their  object  is  to  destroy  this 
bank,   with  a  view  to  coerce  the  refraining  of 
the  dieposites  in  that.    And  under  the  impression 
that  they  employ  the  public  funds  for  the  purpose 
of  accomplishing  that  object,  stock  h(4der8  in,  and 
several  directors  of,  this  bank,  have,  in  disgust, 
ettheP  withdk'awn,  or  declared  their  intention  to 
withdraw  from  any  further  concern  in  the  bank. 
Some  of  them  seem  even  willing  that  the  Bank 
of  Missouri  should  regain  the  depOsites,  professing 
to  believe  it  would  be  the  readiest  means  of  cans- 
iug  the  State  pride,  and  public  feeling  of  this  and 
some  of  the  neighboring  States  to  react  apon  that 
institution  with  the  more  effect. 

In  this  state  of  thines,  the  principal  part  of  the 
stockholders  have  decUned  paying. ue instalments 
that  otherwise  were  expected  to  m  paid  upon  their 
stock.  Two  of  the  directors  have  already  resign- 
ed, others  talk  of  doing  so,  and  the  publicatioirof 
Governor  Edwards,  herewith  transmitted,  shows 
the  course  he  is  disp<)ned  to  pursue. 

Though  these  measaies,  adopted  probably  with 
too  much  irritation,  may  not  produce  any  serious 
evils  to  the  i)ank,  and  I  hope  they  will  not,  yet  I 
feel  that  they  impose  a  greater  responsibility  upon 
me  than  I  am  willing  to  take  uppn  myself,  with- 
out the  full  disclosure  of  the  whole  circumstances 
to  you,  and  such  instructions  as  you  may  think  fit 
to  give  thereupon. 

The  situation  of  the  bank  at  present  I  consider 
as  favoinble  ks  could  either  be  expected  or  desired. 
And  under  the  control  of  the  directors  who  have 
hitherto  had  the  management  of  it,  I  should  ap- 
.prebend  no  kind  of  danger  to  the  public,  or  to 
mdividuals:  but  I  know  not  who  may  succeed 
those  that  have  resigned,  and  intend  to  resign,  nor 
who  may  be  elected  at  tne  nexf  annual  election, 
on  the  first  of  Januaty  nexL  It  is  true  that  I  have 
no  reason  to  apprehend^  nor  do  I  anticipate,  any 
unfavorable  change  in  the  directory ;  but,  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  I  woiHd  not  wish 
to  risk'the  responsibility  of  making  the  deposites 
in  the  bank,  till  after  the  first  of  January  next, 
withoat  your  instructions,  ffiven  upon  a  know- 
ledge of  the  facts  above  dtsoiosed. 

1  am  the  more  averse  to  doing  so,  from  the  dif- 
ficulty that  the  bank  must  constantly  encounter 
in  converting  Land  Oflfice  notes  into  specie,  so  as 
to  be  prepared  at  all  times  to  meet  your  arafts; 
and  from  the  fear  that  those  drafts  may  fall  into 
the  hands  of  persons  who,  under^  the  influence 
of  St.  Louis,  would  be  disposed  to  insist  upon 
^eeie,  when  notes  would  answer  their  purposes 
ISth  Con.  1st  Se88«^90 


equally  well,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  harassing 
and  distressing  the  bank. 

In  fact,  while  such  a  variety  of  notes  are  receiv- 
able for  public  lands,  and  specie  so  much  in  de- 
mand, I  do  not  consider  it  any  advantage  to  the 
bank  to  receive  the  deposites  on  terms  that  subject 
it  to  the  payment  of  cash  as  often  as  you  find  it 
necessary  t(^draw  for  it,  unless  the  times  of  pay- 
inent  could  be  fixed  upon  at  certain  regular  pe- 
riods, that  would  afford  ample  opportunity  for  the 
necessary  preparation.  The  land  offices  now 
receive  but  little  money  of  any  kind.  This  con- 
sists of  notes  on  such  a  variety  of  banks,  so  re- 
motely situated  from  each  other,  that  it  must  be  a 
considerable  time  before  .the  notes  upon  any  bank 
would  accumulate  sufficiently  to  bear  the  expense 
of  sending  for  the  money,  and,  in  most  cases,  thei'e 
is  no  opportunity  of -converting  these  notes  into 
specie,  owing  particularly  to  the  locaiity  of  the 
banks  from  which  they  i.ssue. 

To  mafke  the  deposite  to  any  advantage,  the 
time  of  payment  ought  to  be  fixed  as  above  sug- 
gested, or  the  drafts  made  payable  in  such  notes 
as  should  be  land  office  money  at  the  time  of  pre- 
senting those  drafts ;  or,  partly  the  one  and  partly 
the  other.  To  continue  to  convert  all  the  notes 
receivable  in  this  office  into  specie,  and  concen- 
trate it  at  a  single  spot,  must  be  utterly  impracti- 
cable, and  if  practicable  would  be- attended  with 
great  expense. 

I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
ville  has  received  foreign  gold  under  the  expecta- 
tion that  it  would  be  taken  by  the  Government 
even  after  the  1st  November  next,  and  it  is  n(rw 
held  ready  to  be  paid  in  consequence  of  notice 
from  you  of  an  intended  draft  for  $30,000.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  no  difficulty  upon  the  subject 
will  arise,  if  the  expected  drait  should  not  be  pre- 
sented till  after  the  1st  November. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  very  humble  servant. 

State  of  SUnois^  Madison  County ^  st. 

On  the  13th  day  of  May,  1824,  personally  ap- 
peared before  the  undersigned  Justice  of  the  jP^saee 
in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  Thomas  Lippin- 
cott,  who,  being  duly  affirmed  according  to  law, 
deposes  that  the  foregoing  is  a  (rue  copy  of  a  paper 
which  was  found  by  the  deponent  on  the  files  of 
official  letters  appertaining  to,  and  now  in  the 
Receiver's  Office  at  Edwardsville,  and  endorsed 
or  filed  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  late  Benjamin 
Stephenson,  Esq.,  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,  as 
follows,  to  wit:  "Copy  to  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, October,  1819." 

THOMAS  LIPPINCOTT. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me, 

HAIL  MASON,  J.  P. 


EnwAROSviLLE,  Illinois,  Oct,  22,1819. 

Dear  Sir  :  Twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
ville having  been  paid  into  the  bank  since  the  date 
of  my  last  letter,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  inform  you 
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•of  the  circomstance,  in  consequence  of  some  of  the 
suffgestioDs  made  in  that  letter. 
i  lia?e  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

BEN.  STEPHENSON. 
Hod.  W^.  H.  Crawford, 

Secretary  of  the  Treatury. 

State  of  lUinoiSy  Madison  County^  iS.    • 

On  the  13th  of  May,  1824,  personally  appeared 
.before  the  undersigned  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  and 
for  the  county  aforesaid,  Thomas  Lippincott,  who, 
being  duly  affirmed  according  to  law,  deposes  that 
th^  above  is  a  true  copy  of  a  paper  on  the  files  of 
pfficial  letters  in  the  Receiver's  Office  at  Edwards- 
Ville,  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  late  Benjamin 
Stephenson,  Receiver. 

THOMAS  LIPPINCOTT. 

Affirmed  and  sub^ribed  before  me, 

HAIL  MASON,  J.  P. 


Treasury  Departmbnt,  Nov.  1, 1819. 

Sir  :  Upon  referring  to  your  monthly  accounts, 
it  appears  that  yotf  have  retained  all  themonev 
which  has  been  received  by  you  since  the  month 
of  August  last. 

As  It  is  presumed  that  this  has  been  the  result 
of  my  letter  of  the  9th  April  last,  I  request  that 
you  will,  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  this  let- 
ter, deposite  in  the  Bank  of  Ed  wards  ville  the 
whole  of  the  money  in  your  possession  on  the  30th 
instant. 

You  will  consider  the  letter  of  the  9th  of  April 
as  authorizing  the  purchase  of  bills  in  the  manner 
therein  directed,  when  you  have  funds,  but  not  as 
authorizing  the  retention  of  the  public  money  in 
^our  hnnds  at  the  end  of  each  month  for  tfafat  pur- 
pose. 

It  is  presumed  that,  if  any  draft  should  be  pre- 
aeoted,  when  vou  have  not  money  in  your  hands, 
that  there  \fm  be  no  difficulty  in  having  the  draft 
taken  up  by  the  Bank  of  Ed wardsville,  on  its  own 
account,  or  to  be  repaid  by  you,  as  soon  as  you 
kave  funds. sufficient  for  that  purpose.  1  remain, 
with  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

» 

State  of  Illinois  J  Madison  Coiinty,  ss. 

On  the  13ih  day  of  May,  1824,  personally  ap- 
peared before  the  undersigned  Justice  of  the  reace 
in  and  for  thecountyaforesaid,  Thomas  Lippincott, 
of  said  county,  who,  being  duly  affirmed  according 
to  law,  deposes  that  the  within  is  a  true  copy  of 
an  original  Utter  on  the  files  of  official  letters  in 
the  office  of  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  at 
Edwardsville ;  that  the  deponent  has  been  em- 
ployed in  the  Receiver's  office  the  greater  part  of 
the  time  since  the  Winter  of  1821-2,  and  has  had 
access  to  the  files  and  papers  thereof,  and  that  the 
letter  of  which  the  within  is  a  copy,  appears,  from 
«  comparison  with  the  signature,  and  with  the 
signature  of  other  letters  aud  papers  received  from 
the  Treasury  Department  into  the  said  office,  evi- 
•  dently  to  be  the  hand*writing  of  the  .Honorable 


Willia  m  H.  Crawford.    And  further  the  deponeDi 
saith  not. 

THOMAS  LIPPINCOTT. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me, 

HAIL  MASON, 
Justice  of  tiu  Pirn, 


Treacury  Dbpartbibnt,  Nov,  1, 1819. 

Sir:  The  letter,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a 
copy,  was  addressed  to  th^  Receivers  of  Public 
Money  at  Kaskaskia  and  Edwardsville. 

From  jthe  returns  of  those  officers,  it  appein 
that  the  whole  of  the  public  money  receired  bf 
them  since  the  month  oif  August  last,  bat  beesn- 
tainedy  as  it  Is  presumed,  for  the  paipoteof  niHt- 
ing  the  drafts  which  might  be  drawn  io  panouce 
of  that  letter.  From  the  same  retorait  it  appon 
that  no  such  drafts  have  been  presented. 
'  To  prevent  the  ineoavenienoe  and  riskVUct 
may  result  from  ihe  aecamulatioii  of  soelk  iaife 
sums  in  the  hands  of  those  officers,  IhaTe  tb 
day  directed  them  to  deposite  in  the  buk  ike 
sums  which  may  be  in  their  possttsioo  on  tbeSOil 
instant,  and  to  deposite,  monthly,  the  mosef  whici 
may  be*teeetved  oaring  each  month.  Should  uf 
bill  be  presented  to  the  Receiver  of  Public  Mosef 
at  Bd wardsville,  or  Ka^askia,  whco  tber  bare 
not  funds  to  meet  it,  I  presume  the  baofcwiil  lure 
no  difficulty  in  making  the  advance,  wbieh  will 
be  refunded  by  .the  Receiver,  when  foods  to  tbai 
amouQt  shall  be  received  by  him ;  or  theamosBi 
will  be  remitted  to  the  bank  by  the  draft  of  tbe 
Treasurer  on  the  bank  iCadf.  Either  eoane  will 
be  aooeptoble  to  the  DepartoMnt.  PayBKotsflude 
in  this  manner  will  be  found  to  be  the  mort  con- 
venient mode  of  meeting  the  denaods  of  the  Trea- 
sury upon  the  bank,  on  account  oi  the  poblic 
money  deposited  in  it. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

CASHIER  df  the  Bank  of  EdmardsviOi. 


TRSA8DRT  DSPARTMBRT,  A«0.  i,  IS1S> 

Sir  :  Upon  referring  to  your  moolhiJraccollBt^ 
it  apikfars  that  yon  have  retained  ail  the  moaey 
which  has  been  received  by  you  noe  the  month 
of  August  hast. 

As  It. is  pceauflMd  that  this  has  been  the Tcnlt 
of  my  letter  of  the  9th  of  April  last,  1  n^^^  !^' 
you  will  immediately  deposite  in  ihe  Bank  of  Ed- 
wardsville whatever  sum  may  be  ia  your  baals 
on  the  3Qth  instant 

You  will  consider  the  letter  of  the  9th  ApiM^ 
authority  to  purchase  biUs  therein  deseiibed  vbn 
presented,  if  you  have  funds  safficient  for  tbii 
purpose,  but  not  as'  anthodty  to  retain  in  J^ 
hands,  at  the  end  of  each  month,  any  part  of  vi 
public  money  received  in  the  course  of  the  mooui' 

You  will,  after  the  deposite  herein  direcw. 
make  your  depositee  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  ob- 
til  otherwise  directed.    I  am,  &c. 

Trbasurt  Departmbnt,  Jmie  12,  I82i 
In  compliance  with  a  request  of  the  comoidee 
on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards,  commooict- 
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?d  through  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Seereurjr  of  Ihe 
Treasury  has  the  houor  to  traQsinU  the  aoeom* 
anyiDg  statements  (No.  1,  2,  and  3)  from  the 
Treasurer,  showiog — 

1st.  The  balauce  of  public  moneys  ia  the  Bank 
f  Steubenrille,  at  the  end  of  every  <|uarteY,  from 
lie  commencement  of  March,  1817,  to  the  31st 
f  March,  1824,  and  continued  to  7th  June,  18)H. 

2d.  The  same,  in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  Tom- 
igbee,  from  the  commencement  of  March,  1819. 

3d.  The  ftgjeregate  of  moneys  deposited  to  the 
redit  of  the  Treasurer,  and  the  balance  remain- 
Qg  at  his  credit  on  the  7tb  June,  1824,  in  each 
f  the  following  banks :  Steuben vilie,  Chillicolhe, 
Mississippi,  Tombigbee,  Missouri,  Viacennes,  Ed- 
rardsTilfe,  Illinois,  Frmiklin  Bank  4)f  Columbus, 
("armers  and  Mechaoies'  Bank  of  Indiana,  Branch 
)ank  of  Kentucky  at  Louisville,  Plaaters  and 
Merchants' Bank  ofHuntsville,  and  Farmeraand 
riechanics'  Bank  of  Cincinnati. 

The  Secretary  has  the  honor  to  state  that  no 
payments  have  been  made  directly  by  the  Bank  of 
idissouri  since  its  failure.  It  is  known,  that,  pre- 
rioosly  to  the  23d'of  November  laJ»t,97Sl  43  had 
>een  paid  in  speeie  by  some  of  the  parties  .whose 
lebcs  had  been  assigned  by  it  to  the  Treasortr ; 
ind  it  is  understood  from  the  President  of  the 
)ank  that  other  sums  have  been  paid  in  like  man- 
ler;  but  the  Receiver  at  St.  Louis,  who  is  em- 
ployed by  the  Treasury  as  its  agent  in  eolleeciog 
he  debt  of  that  bank,  iias  not  yet  reported  them 
o  the  Secretary.  Among  the  debts  assigned  to 
be  Treasury  was  one  of  (10,030 ;  and  it  appeacs 
hat,  for  the  reasons- and  under  the  circumstances 
tated  in  the  accompanying  papers,  (marked  *A' 
nd  B,)  the  agent  entered  into  our  arrangement, 
•y  which  $8,000  in  notes  of  the  treasury  of  the 
kate  of  Missouri'  (commonly  called  loan  office 
laper)  were  taken,  at  the  rate  of  seventy-five 
ents  to  the  dollar,  in  part  payment  of  thiadeht; 
nd  these  notee  the  Secretary  directed  lo  be  sp#- 
ially  deposited  in  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United 
Uates  at  Louisville,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasn- 
er.  It  ahio  appears,  by  the  same  papers,  that 
here  were,  among  the  securities  assigned  by  the 
tank  for  the  payment  of  its  debt  to  the  Treasury, 
>  15,006  in  paper  of  •this  description ;  of  this  sttm, 
together  with  anoth^  of  950,  which  he  appears 
o  have  since  received,)  the  ageftt  at  St.  Louis,  on 
lis  owD  judgment,  subject  to  the  approval  of  t&e 
Secretary,  exchanged  $4,539  64,  for  certificates 
f  the  Auditor  of  Missouri,  and  $5,000  for  notes 
f  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois,  all  which,  with  the 
alance  of  the  loan  office  paper,  have  been  placed 
0  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  as  a  special  depo- 
ite  in  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States  at 
jouisville.  The  exchange  is  represented  as  ad- 
antageous  to  the  United  States,  but  has  not  been 
anctioned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  Ohairman  of. the  Committes  on  the 

i  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards. 

•  A.  Eitracts  of  a  letter  from  G.  F.  Strother  to  the 
lecretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  8t.  Loots»Ap'l  27,1823. 

B.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Sloo,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  November  28,  1823. 


No.  1. 
BANK  OP  8TEUBENVILLE. 

StfUement  showing  the  balance  ofpMic  moneys  at  the 
end  of  every  quarter^  /rom  the  comrnencement  of 
March^  1817,  to  (he  3lst  of  Mareh,  182^,  and  con- 
tinued to  7th  ofJune^  1824. 

March  31,  1817  - 


June  30,  1817     . 
September  30,  1817 
Deoembei  84,  1817 
Mareh  31,  1818  - 
June  30,  1818     -  . 
Septembjor  30,  1818 
December  31,  1818 
March  31,  1819   - 
Jane  30,  1819     - 
September  30, 1819 
December  31,  1819 
March  31,  1820  • 
June  81,  1880     - 
September  30,  1820 
December  31,  182Q 
March  31,  1821   - 
June  80,  1821      • 
September  30,  182L 
December  31,  1821 
March  31,  1822  - 
Jane.  80,  1822      - 
Sep^mber  80,  1822 
December  81,  1822 
March  31,  1828  - 
Jane  80,  |1828     - 
September  30,  1823 
December  31,  1823 
March  ^1>  1824  - 
June  7,  1824       - 


TH 


13,200  00 
40,934  00 
09,277  80 
107,277  08 
107,277  80 
81,075  16 
54,864  68 
53,638  90 
54,443  47 
162,311  30 
188,494  18 
141,428  37 
152,302  76 
100^73.92 
119,793  95 
146,817  88 
143^159  10 
.164,541  68 
176,511  47 
184,649  16 
193,352  13 
178,056  14 
201,485  82 
176,448  78 
16^,445  68 
175,517  57 
180,415  54 
181,885  06 
185,787  21 
186,995  85 
T.*  TUCKER, 


TteoMurer  of  the  United  States. 
TaiASirmT  or  tbb  U»itsb  Svj?rss, 


No.  2. 
BANK  OF  TOMBIGBEE. 


Staiemeni  shoeing  the  balaiMes 
^emd  of  tfoefjf  quarter^  from 
March  the  let,  1819,  to  ^ 
and  eowtifvued  to  7ih  oflvm. 

March  81,  1819  . 
June,  30,  1819    - 
^September  30,  1819 
December  31,  1819 
March  31.  1820  *     • 
June  80,  1620      • 
Beplember  80,  1820 
December  31,  1890 
March  31,  1821  - 
Jane  80,  1821      - 
September  80,  1821 
December  31,  1821 
March  81,  1822   - 
Jane  30.  1822      - 
September  30,  1822 
December  31,  1822 
March  31,  1823  - 
June  "80, 1823      - 


ofpMUimoiM^s  a^  the 
'  ihe  eommmioement  of 
Zlst  of  M<Mrch,  18M, 
1834. 


$74,828  47 
459,003  26 
613,874  10 
368,033  08 
396,438  17 
320,058  50 
240,759  98 
21*5,911  62 
229.929  09 
207,464  10 
215,528  67 
207,569  91 
391,801  68 
212,863  48 
287,084  48 
273,230  90 
274,698  37 
283,780  74 
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Beptember  30, 1823 
December  31,  18)^8 
Mareh  31,  1824  • 
June  7,  1824 


•  278,012  98 
.      428,686  62 

•  463,680  92 
.      319,597  41 

TH.  T.  TUCKER, 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 


TmsAsvmT  ov  tbb  Uhitxd  Statks, 

June  11, 1824. 


No.  3. 

A  staUmerU  ehotoing  the  aggregate  of  moneys  deposiUd 
to  the  credit  of  the  T^ecBSurer  of  the  United  States  in 
thefoUamng  banks,  and  the  balance  remaining  in 
each  of  said  banks  on  ^  7th  of  June,  1824. 


Banks. 

•■ 

Stoubenville  -    •    •    •    . 

Chillicothe 

Fnnklin,  Columbus  -  - 
Fmr.  dc  Meehanice^  la.  - 
Branch,  LouisTilie,  Ken. 
Misstsstppi  •  •  r  •  • 
Tombigbee  •  .  •  -  . 
Plant.  &  Mar.,  HantsriUe 
Missouri  •  .  h  .  •  . 
Vincennes  .  .  .  .  . 
EdwardsKiile  -  *  -  .  - 
Far.  6c  Mer.,  Cincinnati  - 
Ilhnois     ••.-•- 


Aggregate 
received. 


f  683,009  66 
266,101  04 
336,080  06 
699,070  16 
132,231)61 
M3,780  01 

2,029,360  86 
671,700  82 

1,074,801  04 

204,123  77 

204,338  90 

60,796  26 

188,980  36 


Balance. 


$186,995  86 

No  balance. 

63,936  63 

25.77^  62 

No  balance. 

7,004  84 

819,697  41 

46,167  11 

169,968  87 

168,611  64 

46,973  00 

20,213  01 

'  64,811  63 


TH.  r.  TUCKER, 
'     Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 
TuthtVMY  or  TBS  U.  Statbsj  June  11,  1824. 


[a]  Extracts  of  a  letter  from  George  F.  Sts^other  to  the 
,  Secretary  <tfthe  Treasury,  dated 

«  St.  Louis,  April  27,  1823; 

^  Sir  :  Amongst  the  debts  transferred  to  the 
UDited  Stalea  by  the  Missouri  Qank,  was  one  of 
^10,000  upon  Wilson  P.  Hunt  This  debt  was 
secured  by  mortgage,  but  the  laud  pledged  to  se- 
cure the  payoient  had  been  previously  mortgaged 
to  Mr.  Astor,  of  New  York,  for  $10,000,  vpon 
which  was  due  eight  or  nine  years'  interest.  When 
this  note  was  proposed  to  be  transferred,  the  debt 
was  desperate,  as  the  land  would  not  bring  more 
than  $10,000,  and  the  debt  was  considered  nomi- 
nal until  Mr.  Hunt  stated  that,  by  mortgaging  the 
land  to  a  friend,  if  relieved  from  the  bank  encum- 
brance, he  could  procure  9^,000,  with  which  he 
ponld  purchase  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  pur- 
chase, the  amount  of  the  bank  debt  in  loan  office, 
paper.  Upon  reflection,  it  was  determined  to  re- 
ceive loan  office  paper  in  payment  of  his  debt,  in 
loan  office  paper,  at  25  per  cent,  discount,  Mr/ 
Hunt,  on  that  day,  and  frequently,  expressed  to 
me  a  great  desire  to  discharge  this  debt,  and  ex- 
pressed a  wish  that,  if  I  should  see  any  for  sale, 
to  send  it  to  him.  In  February  last,  he  paid  Mr. 
Barton  $1,800. 

'^  Considering  the  debt  in  some  peril,  ipy  wish 
was  to  have  it  placed  upon  a  sure  footing.    Three 


or  four  weeks  since,  a  gentleman  applied  to  me  to 

Srocnre  la  loan  of  money.  I  informed  him  that  I 
ad  none,  but  that  if  he  would  give  ample  secu- 
rity to  return  the  loan  office  paper  when  wanted, 
I  would  put  him  upon  the  plan  to  secure  it ;  that 
Mr.  Hunt  wished  to  discharge  a  debt  due  the 
Government,  in  loan  office  paj^r,  and  if  he  would 
ffive  his  note,  with  sufficient  security,  to  pay  the 
united 'States  $6,000  in  loan  office  paper,  with  6 
per.  ceot.  interest,  upon  demand,  that  Mr.  Hoot 
would  gjre  him  in  money  the  selling  price,  amoQot- 
ing  to  $2,250.  My  object  was  to  aceommodate 
two  deserving'  meritorious  men,  and  serre  the 
Government,  by  placing  the  d^bt  upon  a  sqr 
footing.  The  whole  arrangement  I  eommoBJca- 
ted  to  Mr«  Hunt,  and  told  him  I  shoold  commo- 
nicate  the  transaction  to  you.  He  coasidered  it 
a  fair  and  advantageous  arrangement  for  the  Gov- 
ernment." 


[b]  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Sloo  to  He  Seat- 

tary  of  the  Treaswy. 

St.  Louib,  Noe,  23, 1623. 

■  Sib  :  Agreeably  to  your  reqtNst  of  the  24tk 
August  last,  I  called  on  Gtoorge  F.  Strother,  Ef^. 
on  the  19th  instant,  to  exhibit  to  me  the  eridence 
of  transfer  received  by  him'ftxira  the  Baoi  of 
Missouri  as  collateral  security  for  the  publiemooef 
in  its' pduassion  atjthe  time  of  its  hulore.  Not 
having  received  the'ltst  mentioned  in  vonr letter, 
I  requested  Colonel  Strother  to  furnish  newiih 
one,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transnitted,  aod 
with  which  the  evidences  of  de'bt  generalJf  agree. 
In  sotaie  cases,  however,  they  exceed,  afid  in 
others  they  fall  short  of,  the  amount  sURed  io  the 
list.  The  former  is  owing  to  credits  whieh  the 
parties  are  entitled^to,  that  have  not  been  entered 
on  their  not^;  the  lafter  arises  from  ioierestdne 
on  stock  notes,  accounts  of  whifth  were  to  have 
^b^n  furnished  by  the  bank,  as  appears  from  a 
oiemerandum  of  the  President,  in  the  hands  of 
Mr,  Strother,  and  which,  he  informs ne,  has  been 
repeatedly  called  for  without  eflfect.  Amoont  xt- 
ceived  by  Mr,  Strother,  as  will  appnrfrom  notes 
of  payment  on  the  list,  is  $781  43  in  specie,  and 
$50  in  loan  office  monev.  The  onlv  case  in 
which  the  evidence  of  debt  has  been  atauehanged, 
is  that  of  Wilson  P.  Hunt,  who  appears  to  have 
owed  at  the  time  of  transfer  $10^30,  tecnred  bf 
mortgage  on  a  tract  of  land  in  the  Deighborbood 
of  St.  Louts,  that  had  been  previoaslf  mortgaged 
to  John  Jfacob  Afctor,  of  New  York,  for  $10,00^ 
Such  was  the  uncertainty  of  this  claim,  tbatoe 
bank  agreed  to  receive  the  amount  io  loan  office 
paper,  whfen  it. was  worth  only  twenty-fi^e  ceatt 
m  the  dollaf ,  as  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  8troib» 
At  present  the  debt  of  Hunt  appeals  to 
thu^: 

Debt  transferred       -       -   .    - 
OfiaeLclaimed  -       -       -    8108  00 
Amount  received  by  Joshua 

Barton",  E<sq.,  as  jkr  his 

receipt  in  the  hands  of 

Mr  Strother,  in  loan  of- 

iBce  money    -       -       -  l,86i5  67 


.  (10,030  00 
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Hunt's  note  in  the  bands 

of  dtrother    -        -        -   3,333  33 
Amount  secured  by  con- 
veyance of  the  Missouri 
Hotel    to     Ckorge     F. 
Strother,  (in  trust,)  to 
be  .paid  in   loan  office 
money,  at  any  time  the 
Goyernment  may  require 
it,  wiih  6  per  cent,  in- 
terest   .        -        -        -    6,000  00 
From  every  information  which  I  have  been 
able  to  obtain  in  relation  to  this  debt,  I  believe 
the  chanse  to  have  been  a  favorable  one,  inas- 
much as  1  deem  the  security  for  the  payment  of 
the  $6,000  as  amply  sufficient,  and  you  now  hold 
for  the  payment  of  the  balance  due  by  IjLunt,  the 
same  security  which  was  held  fojc  the  payment  of 
the  whole  debt  transferred. 

I  have  received  from  Mr.  Strother 
in  Missouri  loan  office  money-  -'       -*•  95,4Q(B  60 
Auditor's  warrants    -        -        -        -     4,539  64 
lUinois  State  Bank  paper  -       -       -     5,000  00 

$15,006  14 
Received   by  Mr.  Strother  in  Mis- 
souri loan  office  money — 
From  Franklin  Bank    -        -  $8,000 
From  Branch       -        -        -    6,956 
From  P.  Detchemendy  -        -        -50         . 

15,006,00 

I  have  received  this  paper  IVom  Mr.  Strother, 
considering  it  equal  to  the  whole  amount  in  loan 
office  money.  The  loan  office  paper  bears  an  in- 
terest of  3  pier  cent,  per  annum,  the  auditor's  war- 
rants an  interest  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  the 
Illinois  paper  2  per  cent.,  and  as  to  the  warrants, 
no  difficulty  can  arise  in  regard  to  the  constita-- 
tionality  of  Ihe  issue.  Mr.  Strother  informs  me 
that  it  was  his  wish  to  have  exchanged  thrwhote 
amount  of  loan  oQce  money  for  auditor's  war- 
rants, by  which  arrangement  the  interest  would 
have  been  increased  3  per  cent  and  the  debt  ren- 
dered eventually  more  certain.  Should  this  trans- 
action not  be  considered  as  entirely  satisfactory, 
Mr.  Strother  has  assured  me  that  he  will  make 
l^oodtbe  ambunt  in  loan  office  money,  hy  rede^na- 
ihg  the  auditor^s  warrants  and  Illinois  papeir. 
The  amount  received  I  shall  deposite  as  directed 
in  the  branch  of  the  United  States  Bank  at  Lou- 
isville, Kentucky,  in  the  early  part  of  next  month. 

You  will  herewith  receive  the  act  of  the 'State 
of  Missouri,  establishing  loan  offices — I  thought 
it  necessary  to  iiScur  the  expense  of  obtaining  an 
exemplification  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  presuming  that  you  wished  it  for  your 
own  satisfaction,  and  not  to  exhibit  in  a  court  of 

justice. 

Mr.  Strother  informed  me  that  he  had  brought 
all  the  suits,  commenced  on  the  debts  transferred 
by  the  Bank  of  Missouri  in  the  State  courts,  in 
consequence  of  doubts  havinj^  arisen  of  the  bank's 
being  chartered,  for  want  of  the  signature  of  the 
Oovernor.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  State, 
however,  pronounced  it  chartered. 


DfiPARTMJBNT  OP  Wab»  Jvne  15, 1824. 

diE :  Your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  is  received, 
enclosing  a  note  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Forsyth, 
expressive  of  his  wish  to  have  "  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Edwards's  letter  to  the  War  Department,  remon- 
strating against,  orcomplainins  of  an  order  which 
prevented  the  receiving  of  the  Edwardsville  Bank 
notes  in  payment  to  the  troOpsof  the  United  States, 
written  in  or  after  1^19,  and  any  other  letters  on 
the  subject  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville  from 
Mr.  Edwards ;"  and,  in  answer  thereto,  1  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Edwards  to  this  Department,  dated  11th  June, 
181^9,  which  the  clerk  charged  ivith  the  files  of 
letters  received  by  the  Department,  states  'to  be 
the  only  letter  from  Mr.  Edwards  on  the  files  of 
the  Department  in  relation  to  that  subject. 

In  addition  to  my  own  files,  I  directed  the  files 
of  the  Paymaster  General's  O^ce  to  be  examined^ 
and  .herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  a  report  from 
that  office  containing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from*Mr. 
Edwards  to  the  Paymaster  General,  of  the  same 
tenor  and  date  as  the  one  addressed  by  him, to  this 
office,  which  it  will  be  seen  by  the  report  from 
that  office,  is  the  only  letter  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject on  its  files. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

J.  C,  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  En  WAR  o  Livingston, 

of  the  CommitUe  (^Jnvegtigation^  ^c. 


EbWAROBVILLSI,  ILLINOIS, 

June  11,  ISVd. 

Dbar  Sir  :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  ^the  pay- 
master of  the  United  States*^  troops,  (Major  HalL 
noif  at  St.  Louis)  is,  by  an  order,  (to  which  I 
hardly  think  you  have  ever  given  your  approba- 
tion,) required^  10*  pay  those  troops  in  specie^  Uni- 
ted States  Bank,  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
Missouri,  in  wnich  latter,  it  is  understood,  those 
troops  are  generally,  if  not  exclusively  paid. 

I  am  stire  I  need  not  remark  to  you,  that  such 
a  preference  of  a  little,  petty  bank  of  a  Territory^ 
ove^  all  the  respectable  banks  of  the  Western 
States,  enabling  it,  exclusively  to  circulate  its 
notes,  at  the  distant  points  to  which  the  troops 
are  destined,  cannot  fail  to  be  very  objectionable 
to  those  States,  even  if  such  a  distinction  were 
not  unjust  in  itself. 

.  I  have  the  h6nor  to  be,*dbe. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  op  War. 


Paymaster  Grneral's  Oftigs, 

CUy  of  WoMnfftfm,  Jvm  15,  1824. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  in  obedience 
to  your  directions,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  hon« 
orable  Ninian  Edwards*^  to  the  Paymaster  Gene- 
ral, dated  '<  Edwardsville,  Illinois.  June  11, 1819," 
in  relation  to  payments  said  to  nave  been  made, 
by  order  of  the  Paymaster  General,  to  the  troops 
in  that  part  of  the  country,  "  in  specie.  United 
States  Bank  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
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sour!/'  ^.,  being  >tfae  only  letter  found  on  the  files 
of  this  office  upon  that  subject. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  ice, 

NATH'L  PRYB,  Jb., 

Ck4e/ Clerk 
The  Hon«  Jobn  C.  Gai^bodh, 

-  Sdertkury  of  Wm, 


BDWJiRD8VIl.LEy  ILLINOIS, 

Juw  11, 1819. 
'  Dear  Sir:  I  think  it  my  duty  to  apprize  you 
that  Major  Hall,  the  Paymaster  of  the  United 
States  troops  is,  and  has  been  for  soma  time  past, 
acting  under  an  order  (which  I  am  oon^inced 
you  nerer  authorized,)  requiring  him  to  pay  those 
troops  in  specie,  United  States  Bank  notes,  or  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  in  which  latter  it  is  un- 
derstood that  they  are  generally,  if  not  exclusively 
paid. 

Considering  the  remote  point's' at  which  those 
troops  are  destined  to  be  stationed,  the  advantages 
which  the  present  arrangement  must  afford  to  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  by  enabling  it  to  issue  and  cir- 
culate a  great  amount  of  its  notes  without  danger 
of  their  returning  upon  it  for  payment,  are  not 
less  obvious  than  such  a  preference  or  a  little 
nettv  bank  of  a  Territory,  over  all  the  respectable 
banks  of  the  Western  States  would  be  odious  to 
those  States.  More,  I  am  sure^  it  cannot  be  ne- 
cessary to  say  on  the  subject. 

.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

The  Patatastcr  Geni^ral 

'  0/  the  Army  U,  S.,  WaMiy/ton  CUy, 


« 

ALiao/DrafU  drcwnbythe  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  since  the  Jlrst  id 
Mf,  1818 ; 

No.  9167      $1>478  86 

6,060  00 

10»000  00 

240  00  Trmnsferred  to  th«  U.  Stales 
Brsnch  Bk.  at  Waabiagton. 


0180 
9181 
9SU 


9218  ,S50  00          Da         do          do 

9214  25,000  00          Do          do    •      do 

9250  48  00 

9263  3p,000  00  Bo          do          do 

9264  268  60  Do  do  do 
9286  10,000  00  Do  do  do 
9300  106  00 

987a  300  Ob 

9877  260  06 

9378  126  00 

9385  208  00 

0416  206  00 

9420  800  00          Bo          do          do 

9423  •     260  00      . 

9433  16  00 

9442  712  00 

9446  18  46 

9463  33,000  00          Do          do          do 

9476  35  48 

9480   /     1,000  00 

9494  100  00 

9681  1,002  85 

9587  250  00 


No.  9557 

1200  00 

9568 

1.000  00 

9571 

6,000  00 

957.{ 

36,541  00 

9581 

.   300  00 

9582 

300  00 

9684 

300  00 

9686 

125  00 

9586 

18,530  10 

9587 

250  00 

9588 

500  00 

9617 

50,000  00 

9629 

160,000  00 

9648 

3,000  00 

9654 

752  51 

9663 

120  00 

9665 

20,000  00 

9715 

300  00 

9719 

26  50 

9757 

500  00 

9758 

250  (» 

8769 

125  00 

9760 

800  00 

9761 

300  00 

9827 

10  00 

9887 

21.775  79 

9857 

14,800  00 

9858 

40,156  00 

9859 

29,844  00 

9860 

25,000  00 

9861 

20,000  00 

9862 

1,175  00 

9863 

42,000  00 

9868 

24,887  81 

9899 

20,000  00 

9900 

206  00 

9901 

500  00 

9904 

126  00 

9916 

300  00 

9916 

860  00 

9917 

260  00 

9918 

500  00 

9989 

1,214  47 

9952 

39,000  00 

9962 

2,000  00 

9974 

101  67 

9975 

128  60 

9997 

10,000  00 

10000 

62  50 

9 

520  53 

28 

84  79 

9630 

2,482  80 

37 

10  50 

41 

48  00 

46 

500  00 

62 

10,391  00 

89 

2,816  92 

104 

260  00 

105 

600  00 

107 

800  00 

108 

300  00 

113 

125  00 

150 

62  50 

136 

4,000  00 

136 

2,000  00 

145 

27,846  94 

146 

6,139  50 

169 

193  00 

177 

500  00 

198 

902  28 

\ 


Tranrferred  to  the  U.SUIm 
Br.  Bank,  Waibiegtoiu 


Po  U.'  S.  Br.  Bk.  St  Wtih'ii. 


Do  U.  8.  Br.  Bk.  LooiiTilk. 
Do  Bank  of  TenDeaee. 
Do  Bank  of  NtsbviUe. 
Do  Bank  of  Chillieotbc 
Do  U.  8.  Br.  Bk.  st  Wok'o. 
Do  do  do 

Do  do  d» 


\  Transfemd  to  the  U.  8.  Bi. 
\     Bank  at  WsshiaftoB. 
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Ho.     196  ^16,000  00 

216  30,000  00 

317  ^8  70 

368  260  00 

363  126  00 

367  18  00 

386  600  00      , 

391  300  00 

393  300  00 

395  1,631  00 

306  300  00 

336  62  60 

354  11,760  00 

363  248  18                      ^ 

406  84,000  00 

488*  600  00 

439  126  00 

498  11,600  00 

504  11,880  00 

509  867  68 

686'  10,000  00 

638  43  60 

697  8,000  00 

613  1,800  00 

616  1,600  00 

617  24  00 
646  82  00 
680  l«00O  00 
685  8,000  00 
736  698  67 
m  737  50 

803  417  00 

804  684  00    ' 
836  40  00     . 

^914,337  17 

Thofle  drafts,  oppo«st9  to  which  no  remftrks  tre 
made^  were  drawn  in  faTor  of  indindnala  lor  the  pay- 
ment of  warrants, 
PaymenU  to  indindnde       •  -     $482,208  67 

Traaaferredta  different  haaka        -        481,948  60 


$914,337  17 


THO.  T.  TUCKER, 
Dreasurer  of  the  UnUed  Staiu, 

TnBAaumT  Uititbii  Qtatxs,  June  li,  1824. 


RepiiccUion  to  Mr*  CrawforJl^a  cotMnwiicalion  to  the 

Committee, 

Id  replying  to  Mr.  Crawford's  eommvnieatioa 
to  the  committee  on  the  8th  ultimo,  the  subject 
that  seems  first  to  demand  nptice,  in  the  order  in 
which  he  has  presented  it^  is,  his  attempt  to  free 
himself  from  the  imputation  of  haring  taken  ad- 
vantage "  of  the  moment  of  my  departure,  to  ar- 
raien  the  testimonf  which  had  been  given  by  me 
before  a  former  seleet  como^ittee  of  the  House." 
In  this,  however,  he  does  not  pretend  to  deny  any 
of  the  facts  upon  which  that  imputation  was  pre- 
dicated, and,  consequently,  may  be  fairly  ccmsid- 
ered  as  admitting  them.  For,  seeing  how  ready  he 
has  been  to  advert  to,  and  dilate  upon  other  mi- 
ante  and  unimportant  particulars,  he  would  hajrdly 
liaFe  been  silept  in  regard  to  the  circumstances 
which  I  had  relied  on  to  prove  that  he  must  have 


been  apprized  of.  my  inteoded  departure,  had  he 
not  been  conscious  of  their  truth. 

Laboring,  as  he  has  done  in  his  communicationy.- 
to  prove  that  no  such  letter  as  I  swore  I  saw  the 
Receiver  at  fidwardsviile  write,  could  have  beea- 
written,  and  that  no  such  directions  to  continue 
the  deposites,  as  those  mentioned  in  my  testimony^ 
had  ever  been  given,  it  cati  no  longer  be  doubted 
by  any  one  that  the  object  of  his  report  was  to  inn 
peach  ray  credibility. 

As  nothing  could  justify  so  serious  an  insinua- 
tion upon  light  and  frivolous  grounds,  he  ought 
not  to  have  made  it  without  the  most  thorough 
conviction  that  it  was  well  founded ;  and,  beiae 
'SO  convinced,  if  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  all^e  it  at  alli 
it  should  have  been  done  in  distinct,  unambiguous, 
and  intelligible  terms.  Makjng  it  in  a  doubtful 
and  equivocal  manner,  shows  a  disposition  to  in^ 
flict  the  injury,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  secure  a 
retreat  from  a  just  responsibility  for  it.  His  de- 
lay would,  under  any  circumstances,*  render  his 
motives  suspicious.  Under  the  particular  circum* 
stances  of  this  case,  it  affords  the  strongest  pre- 
sumption that .  he  intended  to  take  advantage  of 
my  absence.  The  facts  which  he  noW  affects  to 
.question,  I  had  asserted  to  himself  two  year^  and, 
with  his  knowledge,  had  swornrto  them  more  thaa 
one  year,  before  ae  thought  proper  to  indicate  the 
slightest  doubt  of  their  truth.  How,  then,  is  his* 
^silence  on  the  subject,  during  the  whole  of  this 
period,  to  be  accounted  for  7  Can  any  one,  who 
knows  his  disposition  towards  me,  believe  that  he 
would  have  delayed  this  imputation  a  moment  if 
he  had  believed  he  coald  have  sustained  it  in  a 
fair  and  ^honorable  contest,?  His  having  so  long 
forborne  to  make  it,  when  he  knew  I  could  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  defend  myself,  affords  rea* 
sonabie  ground  to  believe  that  he  would  not  have 
made  it  at  all  if  he  had  not  supposed  I  had  actur 
ally  lost  that  opportunity  by  having  taken  my  de- 
parture for  a  foreign  country.  Why  did  he  not 
question  any  of  the  facts  to  which  I  bad  deposed* 
iu'his  letter  of  February,  1823,  which  he  addr^sed 
to  the  chairman  of  the  select  committee  alluded  to, 
eleven  days  after  my  examination  ?  Had  he  re- 
ally l)elieved  that  I  had  not  sworn  truly^,  there  was 
then  a  most  suitable  occasion  for  makmg  his  pre- 
sent statement,  and  his  conduct  being  then  under 
investiffatien,  there  would  have  been  every  motive 
for  makinpr,  and  none  for  withholding,  it. 

But,  this  was  not  the  only  opportunity  he  let 
pass  by  unimproved.  On  the  27th  of  February, 
1823,  he  made  a  partial  report  to  the  House,  in* 
obedience  to  the  very  resolution  of  tbe^th  May, 
1822,  of  which  he  availed  himself  to  make  his  re- 
cent attack  updn  me.  This  he  might  with  as 
much  propriety  have  done  on  the  for-mer  as  on  the 
latter  occasion.  According  to  his  own  view  of 
the  subject,  the  letter  in  question,  being  from  a 
Receiver  of  Public  Money,  was*  not  embraced  by 
"  a  call  only  for  the  correspondence  between  cer- 
tain banks  and  the  Treasury,"  and,  of  course, 
if  "no  such  letter  was  called  for,"  his  official 
duty  did  not  require  him  to  make  any  reference 
whatever  to  it.  His  communication  on  that  sub» 
ject  was  therefore,  wholly  gratuitous,  and  might 
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jast  a«  well  ha?e  been  made  without  any  resolu- 
tiod  of  the  House  as  ander  one  that  had  no  rela- 
-tioD  to  it.  But,  even  supposing  it  to  be  otherwise, 
it  is  certainly  a  poor  excuse  Tor  his  not  having 
transmitted  the  information  called  for  on  the  8th 
Mav,  1822,  before  the  22d  March,  1824,  that  he 
could  not  get  the  correspondence  copied  sooner, 
when,  from  the  swarm  of  applicants  for  employ- 
ment, competent  to  this  business,  with  which  the 
city  constantly  abounds,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
he  might  at  any  time,  have  had  the  whole  of  the 
correspondence  copied  in  less  than  one  month. 
From  the  very  nature' of  it,  many  hands  might 
have  been  employed  on  it  at  the  same  time;  and 
wi(h  a  call  so  imperative,  and  his  own  plighted 
word  afterwards,  that  he  would  have  Che  corres- 
pondence "  prepared  and  transmitted  to  the  House 
at  the  commencement  of  tl^  late  session  of  Con- 
gress,^ he  should  not  l^ave  felt  himself  at  liberty 
to  have  made  a  profitably  job  of  this  business  in 
favor  of  any  individual,  so  as  to  have  delayed  it 
till  the  22d  March  last. 

But  I  shall  not  conclude  this  replication,  with* 
out  exhibiting  still  greater  difficulties  to  overcome, 
before  be  can  successfully  exempt  himself  from 
the  suspicion  of  having  contemplated  some  ad< 
vantages,  by  postponins  his  attack  to  '*  the  mo- 
ment of  my  departure.''  At  present,  I  will  pro*?- 
ceed  to  a  brief  examination  of  some  of  the  new 
grounds,  and  arguments  thereupon,  by  which  he 
has  elaborately  endeavored  to  prove  me  guilty  of 
perjury. 

In  meeting  him  upon  this  accusation,  I  must 
protest  against,  the  dexterous  use  he  maltes  of  the 
same  facts  to  establish  directly  opposite  conclu- 
sions in  his  favor,  i  am  perfectly  willing  to  yield 
him  one  side  of  the  argument,  and  have  no  right 
to  object  to  his  taking  choice,  but  more  than  this 
it  would  be  unreasonable  in  him  to  ask,  and  im- 
prudent in  me  to  concede. 

He  attempts  to  infer,  that  ^  my  publication,  an- 
nouncing my  intention  of  withdrawing  from  the 
directorship  of  the  Bank  of  Ed  wards  ville,"  as  men- 
tioned in  my  '^  oath,"  could  not  have  been  com- 
municated to  him  by  the  Receiver  at  Edwards- 
▼ille,  and  even  that  it  could  not  have  existed; 
because  it  was  not  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  the 
Receiver  at  Kaskaskia,  of  the  18th  of  September, 
1819,  who,  if  it  had  existed, 'was  bound  by  the 
Secretary's  instructions  to  communicate  it,"  as  "  a 
circumstance  affecting  the  character  of  the  Bank 
of  Edwardsville."  And  yet  h6  contends,  "  that, 
even  if  bpth  the  communications  (my  publication 
and  the  letter  in  question)  alleged  had  actually 
been  made,  there  was  nothing  in  the  act  for  the 
Secrecarv  to  conceal.  Mr.  Edwards  has  stated 
on  oath  bis  opinion  that  in  the  Fall  of  1819  the 
Bank  of  Edwards  ville  was  in  as  good  a  condiHon 
as  any  bank  in  which  the  public  moneys  were  de- 
posited ;  and,  if  so,  what  necessity  was  there  for 
the  Secretary  to  discontinue  the  deposites?" 

Now,  if  the  latter  be  true,  there  was  surely 
'*  nothing  in  the  fact''  of  my  publication  having 
been  made  which  the  Receiver  at  Kaskaskia  was 
bound  by  the  Secretary's  instructions  to  commu- 
nicate."   On  the  other  hand,  if  there  was  any 


thing  "  in  the  fact"  which  the  Receiver  was  Ixmi 
to  communicate,  according  to  those  instracuoas, 
it  must  have  been  something  indicati?e  of  dinger 
in  continuing  the  deposites.    It  must  be  erideot, 
therefore,  either  that  the  silence  of  this  Receiret 
as  to  my  publication  is  no  evidence  against  iu 
existence,  or  that  it  contained  something  *'to  coo- 
ceal,"  or  at  least  to  render  the  propriety  of  conua- 
uinff  the  deposites  somewhat  questionable. 
^  The  truth  however  is,  that  I  have  nowhere  ex- 
tended that  the  Receiver's  letter  rendered  it  Mr. 
Crawford's  duty  to  discontinue  the  deposites;  and 
the  avowal  of  such  an  opinion  is  most  erroneooilf 
imputed  to  me,  in  direct  opposition  totbeexpli* 
nations  I  have  given,  and  my  declared  objecteia 
referring  to  that  letter.    Neither  in  my  publica- 
tion of  1819,  avowing  my  intention  of  retiring  fron 
the  bank  ;  nor  in  my  correspondence  with  hinia 
February,  1822;  nor  in  my  oath  before  theCoffl- 
mittee  in  February,  1823 ;  nor  in  my  late  comma- 
nication  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  tlte 
6ih  April  last,— is  any  such  idea  suggested,  h 
fact,  owing  to  the  responsibility  which  I  tboogkt 
I  had  imposed  upon  myself,  by  recommeodiog  the 
bank  as  a  depository  of  pablic  money,  I  did  oo( 
think  myself  at  liberty  to  retire  from  it  uotil  I  had 
seen  it  through  all  the  difficulties  aod  embarrasi- 
ments  with  which  I  found  it  struggling  oo  mj 
return  from  Congress,  shortly  after  it  nid  beeo 
authorized  to  receive  the  public  money.  These 
difficulties  having  been  overcome,  and  the  time 
arriveij  when  I  thought  I  could  with  propriety  an- 
nounce mv  intentionof  resigning,  1  made  the  pob- 
lication  which  has  been  submitted  to  the  Gomfflit- 
>tee ;  in  which,  after  explicitly  stating  that  "I  vis 
convinced  it  [the  bank]  could  have  nothin;  to 
fear  from  a  cqmparison  of  its  situation  [u  to  sol- 
vency] with  that  of  any  other  bank  in  the  Coited 
States,"  I  add,  "notwithstanding  I  do  Teril][ be- 
lieve that  neither  the  (Government  nor  any  mdi- 
vidual  is  in  danger  of  being  intentionally  impoaed 
upon  by  the  bank,  so  long  as  it  continses  ooder 
the  control  of  its  present  directors.    Yet,  iotendiog 
to  be  absent  from  the  State;  and  considenog the 
disastrous  pressure  of  the  present  times;  (he  hos- 
tility which  the  bank  has  to  encounter;  aad  par- 
ticularly the  opposition  of  gentlemen  ia  \hi»  State, 
high  in  office,  who  have  been  extremely  anxiona 
to  get  other  banks  into  operation,  with  the  a\d  of 
"  foreign  capital,"  as  it  is  termed.— 1  hare  deter- 
mined to  resign  my  seat  in  the  directory,  and  to 
withdraw  from  all  future  responsibility,  of  soy 
kind  whatever,  in  relation  to  this  or  any  other  baai, 
without  making  any  further  unsupported  eAvt  to 
retain  any  portion  of  the  public  d^sites  i&thv 
State ;  leavipg  it  to  the  directors  to  maiauin  then 
credit  by  their  own  good  conduct,  and  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  toyt«%^>br*tsijrf/,upoa  the 

returns  he  requires,  how  far  it  may  be  prudeot  to  , 
trust  them." 

Atthough  I  believed  at  the  time  that  one  of  the 
papers  in  which  my  publication  appeared  w«« 
regularly  sent  to  Mr.  Crawford,  yet  I  enclosed  w 
him  a  paper  containing  it;. and  that  he  might 
have  as  perfect  control  over  the  subject  as  posa- 
ble,  I  prevailed  upon  Cdlbnel  Benjamia  Siephea- 
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3D,  the  Reeei?er,  and  the  President  of  the  Bank) 
rho  apprehended  that  ill  consequences  would 
esuU  rrom  my  withdrawing  from  it,  i6  write  to 
be  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject,  and 
0  enclose  to  him  one  of  my  publications  also; 
nd  I  advised  him  (the  Receiver)  in  the  mean  tjme 
3  withhold  the  deposites  until  he  should  receive 
jrther  orders  from  the  Secretary. 

In  my  correspondence  with  Mr.  Crawford,  in 
February,  1822,  which  is  exhibited  by  himself, 
sferrin«  to  my  publication,  and  the  situation  of 
be  bank  at  that  time,  I  say,  in  one  of  my  letters, 
This  publication  was  contained  in  the  St.  Louis 
ilnquirer,  which  I  supposed  you  took  at  the  time ; 
t  was  also  contained  in  a  paper  which  I  for- 
irarded  to  you  myself;  and  it  was  enclosed,  refer- 
ed  to,  and  commented  upon,  in  a  letter  of  the 
^resident  of  the  Bank  to  you."'    In  the  other  letter 

say,  '*  that  I  was  the  cause  of  the  deposites  being 
nade  there,,  in  the  iSrst  instance,  I  freely  admit ; 
ut  that  I  unequivocally  declased  that  I  would  not 
»e  held  responsible  for  that  or  anv  other  bank,  in 
ny  way  whatever,  after  the  Fall  of  1819;  that 
ou  were  notified  thereof  in  due  time ;  that  the 
leposites  have  not  been  continued  there,  in  conse- 
quence of  my  recomdiendation,  since  that  period ; 
md  that  the  bank  was  in  a  good  condition,  I  may, 

think,  according  to  my  present  impressions,  fairly 
Dsist  on." 

Id  my  oath  before  the  select  committee,  on  the 
3th  February,  1823>  which  Mr.  Crawford  has 
bought  proper  to  impeach,  after  having  testified 
0  Colonel  Stephenson's  having  written  the  letter 
3  question,  and  enclosed  my  publication,  Ac,  I 
dd,  ^'  The  bank  continued  to  pay  specif  notwith- 
tanding  the  pressure,  and  in  the  Fall  4>f  that 
ear,  I  expect,  was  m  as  good  a  sUmation  as  any 
ank  m  lohidh  the  pMic  HMmey  wcls  then  deposited.'^ 

In  my  late  communication  to  the  House  of  Rep* 
esentatives  of  the  6th  April  last,  I  not  only  re- 
issert  the  same  facts,  substantially,  in  regard  to 
he  situation  of  the  bank,  but,  by  it»  monthly  ve- 
arn  for  November,  1819,  have,  uhquestionably, 
proved  them  true  to  the  fullest  extent.  And  I  ex- 
pressly state.  In  that,  commmiication,  that,  even 
at  the  time  of  its  failure,  its  resources  were,  I  am 
veil  satisfied,  more  than  amply  sufficient  to  have 
ecured  its  debt  to  the  Government." 

It  is,  therefore,  inconceivable  to  me,  upon  what 
[round  it  has  been  assumed  that,  in  referring  to 
he  Receiver's  letter,  my  object  was  "  to  cl^arge 
he  Secretary  with  continuing  the  deposites  after 
le  ought  to  have  been  alarnwd  for  their  safety^" 
•specially,  while  it  is  admitted  that  I  spoke* '*  m 
he  most  decided  terms  of  the  solvency  and  safety 
»f  the  bank,"  at  the  time  the  letter  was  written. 

It  is  true,  1  cannot  consider  it  very  prudent  man- 
gement  in  Mr.  Crawford  to.  have  continued  it  a 
lepository  of  public  money,  after  he  had,  as  he 
ays  himself,  ^^  reason  to  apprehend  a  want  of  pwuh 
ualiti/,  or  ffood  faith  on  its  part^^  especially  with- 
out enforcing  a  compliance  wjth  its  stipulation  to 
nake  those  returns,  which  he  considered  necessary 
o  insure  the  fidelity  of  all  the  banks  that  were 
nade  depositories  of^  the  public  money.  The  for- 
ner  is  acknowledged  in  his  communicatioii  to  the 


committee,  (page  18 ;)  the  latter  appears  by  his 
letter  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
ville,  of  the  10th  November,  1821 ;  in  which  he 
statts  that  "  no  statement  of  the  account  between 
the  Bank  of  Edwardsville  and  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  has  been  rendered  to  this  De- 

F»artment,  since  that  of  the  3ist  January  last." 
See  JhcumetU  140,  part  2,  pa^e  439.] 

But,  whatever  may  be  my  opinion  of  his  subse- 
quent, careless  management  in  regard*to  this  as 
well  as  other  Western  banks,  I  certainly  never  in- 
tended to  refer  to  the  letter  in  question  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  showing'ikut  there  existed,  at  that  tims^  any 
such  state  of  things  as  rendered  it  necessary  to 
withdraw  the  deposites  from  that  bank.  But,  as 
my  having  been  a  director  thereof^  at  the  time  it 
was  authorized  to  receive  the  public  money,  might 
have  had  its  influence  with  Mr.  Criiwford  in  se- 
lecting it  for  that  purpose,  I  deemed  it  important 
to  give  him  timely  notice  of  my  intention  to  re- 
sign, and  to  afford  him  a  fair  opportunity  of  adopl- 
idg  ^uch  a.  course  as  he  might  think  expedient  un- 
der the  circumstances  of  the  ease.  The  Receiver, 
who  was  also  President  of  the  bank,  and  who  was 
more  afraid  of  ieopardizing  the  former,  than  anx- 
ious to  retain  tne  latter  office,  (for  \^hich  he  was 
not  then  allowed  a  cent  of  coioj^ensation  J  fearing 
that  the  credit  of  the  bank  might  be  impaired, 
and  that  other  ill  consequences  mig^t  result  from 
my  withdrawing  from  it,  and  being,  also,  bound 
by  the  Secretary's  instructions  "  to  communicate 
any  circumstance  affecting  the  character  of  the 
bank,"  was  very  easily  prevailed  on  to  write  the 
letter  in  question,  to  enclose  my  publication,  aiMl 
to  withhold  the  deposites,  for  the  purpose  of  les- 
sening the  additional  weight  of  responsibility 
which  he  thought — and  truly  thou^t — the  eir- 
cumstances  mentioned  in  his  letter  had  devolved 
upon  him.  r 

My  objects  in  referring  to  my  publication  and 
to  this  letter  were  twofold. 

1.  To  show  the  course  of  conduct  I  had  pur- 
sued in  relation  to  my  withdrawal  from  the  bank. 

2.  To  show  that  Mr.  Crawford  was  well  in- 
formed, and  duly  notified  thereof.  Both  were 
rendered  necessary  by  the  ungenerous  and  disin- 
genuous attempts  to  subject  me  to  unjust  censure, 
which  are  adverted  to  in  my  correspondence  with 
him,  in  February.,  1822. 

It  is  remarkaUe  that,  with  a  pertinacity  the 
most  extraordinary,  he  still  perseveres  in  his  effcwts 
to  implicate  me  in  the  transactions  of  that  bank, 
well  knowing  that  my  connexion  with  it  has^long 
since  ceased.  And  hence  is  his  labored  effort,  in 
his  late  communication  to  the  committee,  to  prove 
that  I  continued  to  be  a  director  thereof,  after  the 
Fall  of  1819>  In  doing  this,  he  must  have  at- 
tempted to  impose  upon  others  what  he  himself 
couM  not  have  believed^  With  all:  the  informa- 
tion which  he  must  have  had  at  the  time  of  writing 
his  late  communication,  what  could  be  less  justi- 
fiable than  the  implications  to  which  he  has  thus 
so  recen  tly  endeavored  to  subject  me  ?  Whatever 
else  he  may  think  of  me,  you  cannot  believe  that 
he  thinks  me  so  great  a  fool  as  to  have  so  repeat- 
dly  and  publicly  asserted,  and  finally  sworn  to, 
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the  fact  of  my  harinff  withdrawn  from  the  di- 
rectorship of  that  bank,  if  it  bad  not  been  true ; 
since,  in  that  case,  it  would  have  been  so  easy  to 
hAve  convicted,  me  of  falsehood  and  perjury. 
What,  then,  can  be  thoii|[ht  of  his  candor  in  in- 
sistini^,  even  at  this  late  period,  that  I  continued 
to  be  a  director  of  that  tiank,  after  the  Fail  of 
1819. 

Let  us,  however,  see  how  he  endeavors  to  estab- 
lish this  fact. 

Referring  to  that  part  of  my  oath  before  the 
Committee,  in  February,  1823,  in  which  I  had 
sworiv  that  though  I  had  once  b^n  elected  «  Di- 
rector, since  the  Fall  of  1819, 1  had  refused  to  ac- 
cept the  appointment,  and  had  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  maoagement  of  the  bank,  since  that 
time.  "Yet,"  says  he,  **  in  the  following  Winter, 
Mr.  Bdwards  is  found  presenting  himself  to  the 
Secretary,  not  only  in  the  character  of  a  Director 
of  the  Bank,  but  of  a  Director  specially- delegated 
and  author  feed  by  the  Bank  to  conclude  an  im- 
portant arrangement  with  the  Secretary,  in  ,re- 
spect  to  the  terms  on  which  the  bank  was  to  con- 
tinue a  depository  of  public  money.  By  the  printed 
papers  aCcompanving  the  Secretary's  report  to  the 
lioQse,  of  the  27th  April,  1822,  it  appears  that,  on 
the  l6th  February^  1820,  Mr.  Bdwards,  then  in 
Washington,  transmitted  td  the  Seoretarv  a  letter 
from  the  bank  to  the  Secretary,  sigaea  by  this 
very  Receiver,  as  President  of  the  bank,  contain- 
ing a  list  of  directors  for  the  year  1880,  in  which 
Mr.  Edwards's  name  is  included;  that,  at  the 
same  time,  he  also  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  a 
letter  from  the  bank,  signed  by  the  same  Mr.  Ste- 
phenson, informing  the  Secretary  that  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, "  one  of  the  directors  of  the  institution," 
is  authorized  to  suggest  ceilain  modifications. of 
the  contract  between  the  Secfetary  and  the  bank, 
and  to  conclude  such  arrangements  as  he  may 
deem  acceptable,  which  will  be  considered  obli- 
^tory ;"  and  he  likewise  transmitted,  at  the  same 
time,  a  letter  from  the  bank,  addressed  to  himself, 
signed  aUo  hy  Mr.  Stephenson,  stkting  to  him,  at 
latge,  the  changes  desired  by  the  hank,  and  the 
reasons  therefor." 

Contrasting  all  this  parade  of  circumstances, 
with  all  that  I  did,  in  regard  to  the  authority  thus 
conferred  upon  me,  *'  to  suggest  certain  modifica- 
tions of  the  contract ;"  and  to  my  *'  special  dele- 
gation to  conclude  the  important  arrangement," 
It  would  seem  that  Mr.  Crawford  could  nbt  have 
desired  a  stronger  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  the 
very  statement  which  he  now  afiects  to  question. 
WJiat  did  I  do?  Nothing  more  than  write  to 
him  a  short  note,  in  the  following  words,  viz :  "I 
have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  transmit  to  you  cer- 
tain communications,  which  I  have  recently  re^ 
ceivcd  from  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  the  object 
of  which  is  fully  explained  by  the  communications 
themselves."  Is  it  presumable  that  any  Ynember 
of  the  Senate,  (not  excepting  my  colleague,  who 
was  opposed  to  the  bank,)  would  not,  under  simi«- 
lar  circumstances,  have  done  this  much  ?  Could 
I,  with  any  kind  of  decent  respect  for  a  portion 
of  the  people  I  represented,  have  done  lessY 

Without  otherwise  saying  any  thing  to4iim  on 


the  subject,  I  simply  left  the  papeis  to  spenk  ibr 
themselves.  At  this  time  he  ana  myself  were  on 
terms  of  intimacy,  and,  as  I  thought,  oordinyty 
and  friendship.  Had  I  not  been  detenained  n«t 
to  interfere  further  in  the  business,  I  sboald  eer- 
tainly  have  spoken  to  him  about  it.  Had  he  not 
perfectly  unaerstood,  from-  my  putdicatiouy  4sc^ 
the  reasons  of  my  silence,  he  would,  doahUesa, 
have  mentioned  the  subject  to  mes.  B«t  no  ood- 
versation  having  taken  place  between  os^  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter,  confirms  my  statemcBt,  and 
afibrds  a  very  strong  presumption  that  he  ha^  re- 
ceived all  the  information  before  referred  to. 

His  attempt  to  produce  an  impression  ua£aTor- 
able  to  4Pae,  trom  the  cireqmstance  of  my  uKiie% 
appearing  on  the  list  of  Directors,  is  the  oaore  ex- 
traordinary, since  he  himself  has  pre&ced  his  re* 
marks  on  that  subject,  with  am  extract  froni  my 
oath,  from  which  it  appears,  *^  that,  though  I  had 
been  once  elected  to  that  static  since.  181 9, 1  had 
refused  to  accept  it."  He  well  knows  that  lo 
constitute  a  Director,  requires  the  ijpnenrring  ivitts 
of  the  electors,  and  the  person  elected;  and, 
knowing  I  had  *'  refused  to  accept  the  ^mx>hit- 
ment,"  nothing  can  be  more  disingenuous  than  to 
pretend  to  recognise  me  in  that  character.  If  he 
had  entertained  the  least  suspicion  that  I  had  not 
sworn  truly  on  the  subjec't,  his  whole  condjieC  to- 
wards me  can  leave  no  doubt  that  he  would  have 
snared  no  pains  to  have  been,  prepared  to  piove 
the  fact.  It  being,  thereforCi  obvious  that  he 
must  have  believed  my  statement,  in  this  particu- 
lar at  least,  what  can  be  tkooffht  of  his  eibrt  to 
mislead  others  in  regard  to  it  ?  More  franknos 
and  candor  sorely  were  4iue  to  the  exalted  siatioa 
he  occupies. 

My  name's  appearing  in  the  list  of  Diredncsi 
was  produced  oy  the  following  eircumstanoes. 
^  The  election  took  place  on  the  In  January,  1820, 
while  I  was  attending  to  my  public  duties  in  this 
place,  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  and, 
though- 1  had  positively  declared  that  I  wcwid  not 
serve,  1  was  dected  by  the  ioAuence  of  General 
Payne,  of  Kentucky,  who  held  nearly  half  the 
stock  of  the  bank,  and  hoped  that  he  could  jire- 
vail  upon  me  to  change  my  deteiuinatioo^  which 
he  in  vain  attempted  tonccomphsh ;  allot  which, 
I  have  no  doubt,  Mr.  Crawford  well  nnderslood. 
It  was  probably  owing  to  this  gentleman^  inf&u* 
ence,  and  that  of  his  powerful  oonnesions  in  Ken- 
tucky, that  this  bank  continued  so  long  a  deposi- 
tory of  publijB  monw 

From  Mr.  Crawrerd*s  present  attempt,  under 
all  these -circumstances,  still  to  impficate  meia 
the  transactions  of  that  bank,  it  may  well  be  sup- 
posed that  his  first  efforts  for  that  purpose,  in  18§S» 
which  have  beeasysteihatically  and  pertinaciously 
piersevered  in,  to  the  immediate  cause  of  the  pres- 
ent- controversy,  have  not  left  me  without  just 
cause  of  complaint. 

My  conduct,  in  regard  to  that  bank,  has  been 
fairly  stated.  It  was  the  result  of  a  justifiable  de- 
sire to  protect  my  own  character  against  casual- 
ties that  might  have  injured  it ;  and  not  with  a 
vierw  to  injure  or  give  dissatisfaction  to  any  human 
being.    Nor  did  I  imagine  that  it  could  have  pro- 
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need  anymotire,  or  furnished  any  groandf  for 
ccusaiioa  againtt  me.  Finding,  howenrer,  con-^ 
nry  to  every  reasonable  expectertion,  that  *'  partial 
iformation^from  tlie  Treacuqr  Department,"  con* 
erning  my  aj^nev  in  bringing  thav  bank  into 
Donexion  with  the  Treasury,  was  extensively 
sed,  with  no  little  saeeess^  for  the  purpose  af  pro* 
ucing  injiirioas  Impfications  against  me ;  and 
linking  mt  I  bad  jnst  reason  to  apprehend  they 
rere  a  boat  to  be  presented  in  a  more  imposing 
>rm,  I  felt  myself  called  upon  to  address  to  Mr. 
Crawford  my  letter  of  the  9th  Febroary,  1622,  in 
rhich,  from  a  desire  that  my  eondoct  vhould  be^ 
lirly  understood,  and  with'  no  intention  or  ezpee* 
ition  of  giving  offence,  I  referred  to  and  asserted 
!ie  facts,  sabstantiaUy,  in  relation  to  my  {Kiblica- 
on  of  1819,  and  the  Receiver's  letter,  which  are 
ontained  in  my  oath  before  the  seleet  committer 
I  February,  1823. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more  preposterous 
Ian  my  assertion  of  thesi  l«cts,  and  the  re^ioest 
rith  which  il  was  accompanied,  if  I  had  not  sup- 
posed that  ail  these  documents  were  in  Mr.  Craw- 
ord's  possession.  Nor  can  any  thing  be  more  rea* 
onable  than  to  suppose  that,  if  they  had  not  been 
eceived  by  him,  he  WDxild  then  have  said  so. 

He.  however,  alleges,  that  ^^his  not  having  re- 
lied to  this,  or  any  other  matters  contained  in 
tiose  letters,  resulted  from  his  having  declined 
ny  correspondence  with  Mr.  Edwards  on  the 
iibjeds-to  which  they  referred,  in  consequence  of 
menace  which  the  first  of  them  eontainedr"  But 
n  us  inquire  what  that  menace  was  ? 

Having  stated,  in  my  letter  above  referred 'to, 
ircumstances  which  induced  me  to  suppose,  as 
rell  they  migfit^  that  he  intended  to  make  some 
se  of  my  name,  it»  a  report  he  was  about  to  make 
>  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  subject  of 
le  Bank  of  Bdwardsville,  I  say,  "  I  beg  leave, 
mo9t  respectfully,  to  suggest  that  it  would  be  but 
an  act  ot  justice  to  me,  to  present  my  pubiicatioii 
of  1819,  in  which  I  declared  I  ,would  be  no 
longer  responaible  for  that  or  any  other  bank,  in 
any  way  whatever  V  declaring  in  the  same  letter, 
iiat  the  obteot  of  it  was*to  manifest  my  disposi- 
ion  or  willingness  to  avoid  •  the  necessity,  on  my 
art,  of  calling  for  any  information  upon  tbe'soh* 
ect,  or  referring  to  other  matters. 

It  is  this  declaration,  candidly  made  with  a  view 
0  avoid  any  measure  that  might  be  construed  kito 
n  evidence  of  hostility,  that  he  is  pleased  to  con- 
ider  "  the  menace  which  my  first  letter  eontaiiied." 
Ls,  however,  my  real  object  was  what  I  had  de* 
lared  it  to  be,  I  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  in 
ny  second  letter,  that  ^  i*  owe  it  to  myself,  un* 
lesiiatingly  lind  promptly,  to  disavow  any  inten- 
ion  of  offering  personal  disrespect  to  you,  or  the 
tation  you  occupy."  The  mena^  then,  if  any 
lad  been  made,  was  withdrawn.  Still,  however, 
le  did  not  think  proper  to  deny  that  the  commu- 
kications  aUuded  to  were  in  his  possession,  which 
10  doubt  he  would  gladly  have  done,  if  such  had 
leen  the  fact. 

But  he  did  not,  in  fact,  '' decline  any  corree- 
londence  with  me  on  the  subjects  to  which  my 
etters  referred;''  for,  in  his  answer  to  my  first  one^ 


among  other  observatMrns  which  he  made  in  relw 
tion  to  those  ^  subjects,"  he  -says :  '^  I  assure  yott| 
^  sir,  it  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  communi- 
'  cate  to  Congress  <M  the  information  in  the  pos« 
'  session  of  the  Department,  concerning  that  bank, 
^  your  agency  in  bringing  it  into  connexion  with 
*  the  Treasury,  and  the  representations  which  were 

<  made  against,"  dtc.;  thereby  manifesting  a  dis- 
position rather  to  shew  that  he  had  no  deske  to 
conceal  and  withhold  the  documents  alluded  tOy 
than  to, deny  their  existence. 

Under  these,  and  other  circumstances  men- 
tioned in  my  commuilication  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  it  woold  be  extraordinary,  on  the 
supposition  that  iny  puUieation  and  the  Re* 
ceiver's  letter  had  not  been  received,  even  if  he 
-had  declined  teplying  to  my  letter  of  February, 
1822,  that  their  existence  should  have  remained- 
for  a  period  of  more  than  two  years  unquestioned^ 
and  that  ^ven  a  doubt  upon  the  subject  should 
have  been  for-the  first  time  suggested  "at  the  mar 
ment  of  my  departure  for  a  foreign  country." 

But  Mr.  Ciliwford  has,  in  his  communication, 
attempted  to  avail  himself  of  an  additioiMl  ground 
to  convict,  me  of  falie  swearing,  in  what  he  i^ 
pleased  to  call  my  "  alleged  expectation"  that  the 
tetters  Deferred '  to  in  my  testimony  as  haying 
passed  between  himself  and  Colonel  Stephenson^ 
would  have  been  communicated  to  the  Heusey 
under  one  or  other  of  the  resoHitioas  of  Februaryy 
1822. 

**  As  the  resolutions,"  says  he,  "  under  which  it 
'  is  alleged  these  letters  should  have  been  camma« 
'  nicated,  call  only  for  the  correspoadence  between 
'  cettain  banks  and  the  Secretary,  it  is  unnecessary 
'  to  explain  why,  among  the  letters  which  were 
^  communicated,  any  correspondence  between  a 
' '  BLeceiver'  and  the  Secretary  was  not  to  be  found* 
'  Nor  is  it  easy  to  imagine  how  any  one,  informed 
'  of  the  tenor  of  those  resolutions,  should  have 
^  entertained  the  expectation  of  seeing  the  letters 
'  in  -question  among  the  papers  which  were  trans* 
<mitted." 

In  order  to  a  correct  understanding  of  this  part 
of  the  subject,  it  may  be  useful  to  advert  to  my 
testimony  berore  the  committee.  In  this,  after 
stating  that  I  had  prevailed  upon  ^  Colonel  Ben** 
^  jamin  Stephenson,  the  Receiver,  and  the  Fresir- 
^detU  ofihe  Bank  ai  Edwa/rdniiU^  to  write  to  tba 

<  Secretary,"  4^.  I  say:  "I  was  much  surprised 
'  at  not  seeing  tnis  correspondence  in  the  report, 

<  as  well  as .  one  or  more  letteis,  which,  I  oonfi* 
'  dently  believe,  were  wrtttea  to  the  Secretarjr  of 
'  the  Treasury,  1819,  for  the  purpose  of  apprizing 
'  him  of  the  «»tuation  of  the  bank,  at  that  tinie, 
'  and  inducing  him  to  forbear  to  draw  uppn  it, 
'  until  it  could  relieve  itself  from  the  pressure  it 
'  wat  then  enoountering."  Now^  as  from  my 
whole  statement,  in  regard  to  this  matter,  it  i» 
•evident  that  the  subject-matter  of  the  letter  re* 
ferred  to  in  my  testimony,  related  much  more  to 
the  affairs  of  the  bank  than  to  the  ordinary  dutiea 
of  the  Receiver,  it  sorely  is  not  more  extraordinary 
that  4  should  have  expected  to  have  seen  this 
letter,  or  so  much  of  i^  at  least  as  related  to  the 
afiairs  of  the  bank,  "among  the  papers  which 
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were  transmiued,"  than  that  Mr.  Crawford  him- 
self should  have  transmitted  a  variety  of  letters 
from  this  same  Receiver,  under  the  resolutions 
referred  to.  But  he  has,  in  other  instances^  acted 
upon  the  very  consideration  which  induced  the 
*'  expectation,''  on  my  part,  to  which  he  now  ex- 
cepts; or  why  did  he  transmit  his  letter  to  the 
Receiver  at  St.  Louis,  of  19th  January,  1822,  (see 
document  No.  119,)  and  state,  in  the  report  which 
it  accompanied,  that  he  had  transmitted  "all  the 
additional  returns  and  correspondence  required  by 
the  resolution,  except  two  letters  from  the  Receivei  ai 
St.  LouiSj  which  were  of  a  conjldential  natwe  ?".  Noth- 
ing could  have  rendered  it  necessary  to  have  com- 
municated the  first,  or  to  have  apologized  for  not 
transmitting  the  other,  but  the  circumstance  of 
their  relating,  as  the  letter  of  Colonel  Stephenson 
did,  to  the  affairs  of  the  bank.  - 

Having  thus  disposed  of  the  amplifications  which 
he  has  given  to  his  original  charge,  as  contained 
in  the  report  in  question,  1  now  return  to  the  letter, 
which  is  as  follows : 

.  "  The  Hon.  Mr.  Edwards,  late  a  Senator  from 
Illinois,  having  stated,  on  his  examination  before 
a  committee  of  the  House,  on  the  13th  February, 
1823,  that  the  late  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  at 
Edwardsville  had,  on  his  advice  and  in  his  pres- 
ence, written  a  letter  to  the  Secretary,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  a' publication  which  Mr.  Edwards  rep- 
resents himself  to  have  made,  some  time  in  the 
year  1819,  announcing  his  intention  of  retiring 
from  the  directorship  of  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
▼ille,  and  )hat  he  had  advised  the  Receiver  to 
withhold  his  deposites  from  the  bank  until  he 
could  receive  further  orders  from  the  Secretary ; 
and  that  the  Receiver  afterwards  informed  him  that 
he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  di- 
MCtinff  him  to  continue  the  deposites)  the  Seore- 
tary  deems  it  proper  to  state,  that  no  such  letter 
from  the  Receiver  is  to  he  found  on  the  files  of  the 
Department ;  that  the  officers  employed  in  it  have 
Ro  recollection  of  the  receipt  of  such  a  letter ;  and 
that,  on  an  examination  ot  the  records  of  the  De- 
partment, it  appears  that  no  answer  to  any  such 
letter,  directing  the  Receiver  to  continue  the  de- 
posites, was  ever  written  to  him  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury." 

Whatever  different  interpretations,  ingenious 
and  forced  constructions  might  have  given  to  this 
report,  Mn  Crawford's  elaborate  commentary 
upon  it -must  now  carry  conviction  to  every  mino, 
that  its  real,  object  was,  at  least,  to  create  a  suspi- 
cion of  the  tru^  of  my  statement,  both  in  regard 
to  the  Receiver's  havmg  written  the  letter  men- 
tioned in  my  testimony,  and  of  his  having  "  after- 
wards informed  me  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  directing  him  to  continue  the 
deposites."  The  report  itself,  as  well  as  the  com- 
mentary, allegc-s  circumstances  which  are  intended 
to  invalidate  the  former,  and  he  has  impeached . 
the  latter  by  denying  (hat  he  ever  gave  such  in- 
atructions  to  the  Receii^er. 

The  facts,  then,  fairly  at  issue  between  us,  are: 

1st.  Whether  the  Receiver  did  write  the  letter 
alluded  to  1 

2d.  Whether  he  "afterwards  informed  me,  that 


he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  di- 
recting him  to  continue  the  deposites  9" 

As* to  the  first: — It  appears,  that  on  the  6th  of 
August,  1819,  Mr.  Crawford  addressed  a  letter  to 
the^Receiver,  most  emphatically  requiring  him  to 
slate,  why  he  had  not  then  '*  deposited  the  public 
moneys  in.  his  hands  in  the  bank,  in  conformitf 
with  the  instructions  from  the  Department,'-  and 
alleging  that  (here  could  be  no  longer  any  excuse 
whatever  for  retaining  the  public  naoaey.  (See 
No.  1.) 

•  It  is  difficult  to  believe^  either  that  the  Receiver 
Would  have  neslected  to  answer  this  peremptory 
letter,  or  that  Mr.  Crawford  would  have  tolerated 
such  a  disrespectful  omission*  The  latter,  how- 
ever, has  stated  additional  circumstances  whick 
render  it  wholly  improbable  that  any  such  neglm 
should  have  occurred.  '  Herepresenuthe  Receirer 
as  having  been  g^uilty  of  great  remissness  in  regird 
to  makinff  his  deposites  for  months  before,  aad 
says  that  he,  (the  Receiver,}  ^  must  have  discov- 
ered that  the  Secretary  was  dissatisfied  with  bia 
for  retaining  the  public  money  in  his  hands.  He 
must  have  l^n  aware  that^very  subseqaent  retora 
which*  he  transmitted  to  the  Treasury,  as  it  exbib> 
ited  an  increasing  balance,  and  as  it  showed  that 
he  made  no  deposites  in  bank,  would  aggravate 
the  Secretary's  dissatisfaction."  Mr.  X^rawford, 
however,  relies  upon  these  circumstances  to  prove, 
that  if  the  Receiver  bad  answered  this  letter,  he 
would,  in  his  subsequent  correspondence,  consist- 
ing of  two  short  notes,  have  made  "  some  aUasion 
to  the  communication  which  explained  the  retsoa 
of  his  apparent  disobedience,  and  to  the  iastrac- 
tions  which  he  expected  in  answer,  for  the  gov- 
erntaent  of  his  conduct  in  that,im)K>rtant  ptrtio- 
ular  s"  but  would  it  not,  let  me  ajsk,  have  been 
much  more  extraordinary  and  unaccountable,  tJiat 
he  should  not  have  answered  the  letter  at  all,  than 
that  he  should  have  failed,  in  one  or  two  short 
subsequent  conunimications,  to  have  aUnded  to 
this  answer  ? 

The  letter,  in  fact,  was  fully  answered  on  the 
12th  October,  1819.  No  other  aaawer  was  ever 
given  by  the  Receiver.  *  And  this  is  the  verf  let- 
let  in  question^  which,  after  accoaotiog  ibr  its 
delay,  assifas  as  a  reason  for  not  having  theretofore 
made  the  deposites,  a  difficulty  that  might  thereby 
have  been  created,  of  complying  with  previous 
instructions:  presents  an  account  of  the  then  sit- 
uation of  the  bank ;  intimates  ap|«ehensionsasto 
its  future  prospects ; .declares  an  unwillingness  to 
make  further  deposites,  without  such  instructions 
as  the  Secretary  might  think  fit  to  gire,  "  on  t 
full  disclosure  of  the  whole  circumstances  of  the 
case ;"  and,  among  other  things,  express!  jr  states 
that  '^  the  publication  of  Governor  £d wards, 
herewith  transmitted,  shows  the  course  he  is  dis- 
posed to  pursue."  AH  of  whieh,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  can  be.  established  by  the  original  draught  of 
the  letter  itself,  on  file  in  the  office  of  Samuel  D. 
Lockwood,  Esq.,  Receiver  of  the  Public  Moneys^ 
at  E d  wards vi lie,  with  an  endorsement  thereon  in 
the  hand-Mfriting  of  the  late  Receiver,  (who  has 
been  dead  about  eighteen  months,)  purporting  that 
the  letter  w^  sent  to  Mr»  Crawford  in  October, 
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319,  (of  which  an  attested  copy  is  hereto  annexed, 
2e  No.  2.)     ' 

On  the  22d  October,  1819,  ten  days  after  <he 
ate  of  the  letter  last  referred  to,  the  Receiver 
gain  writes  to  Mr.  Crawford,  and  states,  that 
twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  of  thecap- 
:a{  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Bdwardsrille,  having 
•een  paid  into  the  bank  since  the  date  of  my  last 
etter,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  cir- 
urn  stances,  in  consequence  of  some  of  the  sug- 
gestions made  in  that  letter.  (See  No.  3.)  The 
ir^t  fact  in  issue  between  Mr.  Crawford  and  my- 
elf,  is  therefore  established. 

As  to  the  2d,  riz:  "That*  the  Receiver  in- 
3rmed  me  be  had  received  a  letter  from  ibe  Sec- 
stary,  directtng  him  to  continue  the  deposites," 
:  must  be  admitted  that  my  statement  does  not 
?nder  me  at  all  responsible  for  the  truth  of  this 
iforroation ;  and,  that  it  might  have  been  given 
)  me,  even  if  it  bad  not  been  true.  But  as  this 
ircumstance  would  have  weakened,  so  the  fact 
f  Mr.  Crawford's  having  actually  written  a  let- 
>r  to  the  Receiver  in  November,  1819,  expressly 
aying  ''I  request  that  you  will,  immediately  after 
he  receipt  of  this  letter,  deposite  in  the  Bank  of 
Cdwardsvtlle  the  wl^ole  of  the  money  in  your 
•ossession  on  the  30th  instant,"  must. sufficiently 
orroborate  my  testimony. 

This  letter,  it  is  true,  does  not  profess  to  be  an 
nswer  to  the  letter  of  the  Receiver  of  the  12th  of 
ktober,  1819,  nor  have  I  imposed  upon  myself 
ny  obligation  to  prore  it  to  be  so.  But  there 
re  certainly  strong  circumstances  to  show, 

1st.  That  it  was  written  in  consequence  of  the 
leceiver's  letter; 

2d.  That  it  could  not  have  been  written  on  the 
rounds  upon  which  it  professes  to  have  been 
rriiten. 

As  to  the  first.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  in 
oticing  "the  difficulty"  suggested  by  the  Re- 
eiver  as  an  excuse  for  not  ha  vine  made  the  de- 
osites,  Mr.  Crawford  is  so  particular  in  pointing 
ut  the  means  of  obviating  that  difficulty,  that  it 
:  almost  impossible. to  resist  the  befief  that  he  had 
ien  received  the  letter  in  question. 

This  belief,  however,  acquires  great  additional, 
r  not  irresistible  strength,  from  another  doca- 
lent  which  Mr.  Crawford  enclosed  in  his  letter 
3  the  Receiver,  of  the  1st  November,  1819.  It 
rill  be  perceired  that,  among  the  strongest  rea- 
3ns  urged  by  the  Receiver  for  declining  to  niake 
tie  deposites,  in  the  Bank  of  Bdwardsville,  with- 
ut  further  instructions  from  the  Secretary,  were 
is  apprehensions  of  danger  to  it  from  **  the  hos- 
ility  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  and  citizens  of  St. 
jouis,"  and  his  apprehensions  that  the  drafts  of 
he  Secretary  might  fall  into  their  hands,  or  those 
f  "persons  who,  under  their  influence  would  be 
isposed  to  insi;«t  upon  specie,  when  notes  would 
nswer  them  equally  well,  merely  for  the  purpose 
f  harassing  and  distressing  the  bank."  It  is  pre- 
umed  that  it  was  to  allay  these  apprehensions 
hat  Mr.  Crawford  (who  had  checked  the  Bank 
f  Missouri  for  its  conduct  towards  other  banks) 
ransmitted  in  his  letter  to  the  Receiver,  who  was 
Iso  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Bdwardsville/ 


the  document  alluded  to,  which  is  headed  "A  list 
of  bank  notes  whicli  would  be  received  by  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  according  to  the  letter  of  the 
President  of  that  bank,  dated  9th  August,  1819." 
(See  No.  5.)  For  what  otjier  possible  purpose 
could  this  "list"  have  been  intended?  And  what 
else  could  have  induced  him  to  send  it  to  the  Re- 
ceiver at  Edwardsvilie? 

*  Farther  corroboration  of  his  bavinff  received 
the  letter  in  question,  is  furnished  by  the  circum- 
stances of  tris  having,  on  the  same  day  that  he 
wrote  to  the  Receiver  at  Bdwardsville,  written 
on  the  same  subject  to  both  the  Receiver  at  Kaa- 
kaskia,  and  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
yille,  giTing  to  the  former  particular  instructions 
about  making  bis  deposites;  and  enclosing  to' the 
latter  a  copy  of  a  letter  that  he  represents  himself 
to  have  written  to  both  these  Receivers,  from 
which  it  appears  that  he  ordered  them  to  deposite 
all  the  public  moneys  which  they  should  receive 
after  the  last  day  of  the  month  in  which  he  wrote 
— ^not  in  the  Bank  of  Bdwardsville,  but  in  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  until  otherwise  directed.  (See 
No.  6.)  . 

Considering  the  circumstances  disclosed  by  Mr. 
Crawford,  in  regard  to  the  withholding  of  the  de- 
posites by  those  two  Receivers,  it  is  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  either  of  them  would  have  been  guilty 
of  any  unnecesfory  delay  in  making  the  deposites 
after  the  receipt  of  his  letters  to  them  of  the  Ist 
November,  1819;  and,  if  these  letters,  which  pur- 
port to  haTe  been  written  al  that  time,  were 
promptly  transmitted  by  mail,  according  to  their 
respective  destinations,*  it  is  inexplicable  that  rbe 
Receiver  at  Bdwardsville,  who  resided  within 
about  two  hundred  yards  of  the  bank,  of  which  he 
was  also  the  President,  should  not  have  deposited 
"  the  whole  of  the  money  in  his  possession  on  the 
30th  November,"  before  the  31st  December;  ^nd, 
(hat  the  Receiver  at  Kaskaskia  should  not  have 
made  his  depoeite  till  3d  January  following.  Mr. 
Crawford  admits  that  the  former  did  not  receive 
his  letter  till  some  time  in  the  month  of  Decemberi 
but  at  what  time  in  that  month  is  not  stated,  nor 
how  the  fact  war  ascertained,  or  is  ascertainable, 
(see  his  communicHtion,  page  6.)  Such  delays 
as  must  have  intervened  between  the  date  and  re- 
ceipt of  those^ letters,  at  a  season  of  the  year  when 
the  mall  is  liable  to  so  litde  obstruction,  affords 
matter  of  speculation,  in  which,  for  the  present,  I 
forbear  to  indulge. 

Bat  I  would  ask  what,  but  the  letter  of  the  Re- 
ceiver at  Bdwardsville  iof  the  13th  October,  couid 
have  startled  Mr.  Crawford  into  all  this  hurry  of 
writing,  and  sudden  change  of  the  place  of  de- 
posite; and,  at  the  same  time,  account  for  the 
subsequent  hesitation  that  seems  to  be  fairly  in- 
ferrible frotn  those  otherwise  unaccountable  de- 
lays? As  that  letter  was  well  calculated  to  pro- 
duce such  results,  and  nothing  else  appears  to 
account  for  them,  it  cannot  be  unreaaonable  to 
refer  them  to  that  cause. 

He  attempts  to  avoid  the  inference  of  his  hav- 
ing received  this  letter,  and  my  publication,  by 
stating  "  that  if  they  had  been  known  to  him,  they 
would  naturally  have  been  alluded  to  on  such  an 
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ooeasioa"  as  ihat  of  WTUio|f  to  those  Roeeivera ;  in 
other  words,  that  the  receipt  of  them  would  have 
been  acknowledged  by  him.  But  he  admits  the 
receipt  of  the  letters  otf  Mrs.  Stephenson,  and  the 
Receiver  at  Kaskaskia  of  4he  18th  September, 
1819,  and  attaches  much  importance  to  them  in 
his  communication;  yet,  tlkough  it  would  have 
been  just  as  "  natural"  that  he  should  -hare  alluded 
to  them,  as  to  the  letter  of  the  Receiver  of  the  12th 
October,  he  is  as  siljent  as  to  either  of  them,  as  he 
is  to  the'  latter,  or  as  he  was  to  that  part  of  the 
letter  of  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  of 
the  9th  August,  1819,  which  gives  such  an  alarm- 
ing account  of.  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville.  His 
not  having  noticed  the  letter  in  question,  in  any 
of  liis  subsequent  communications,  therefore,  fur- 
nishes no  evidence  to  rebut  4he  strong  presump- 
tion, that  I  have  relied  uponi  to  prove  that  he 
must  have  received  it. 

Let  us  then  briefly  inquire,  whether  his  letter  of 
the  1st  November  could  have  beeb  written  on  the 
grounds  upon  which  it  professes  to  have  been 
written. 

He  professes  to  have  been' induced  to  write  it, 
from  an  insjpection  and  ezaBunation  of  the  monthly 
accounts  or  those  Receivers,  and  commences  it  in 
the  following  words,  viz  i  "  Upon  referring  to  your 
monthly  accounts,  it  appears  that  you  have  re- 
tained all  the  money  wnich  has  been  received  by 
you  since  the  month  of  August  last."  Now,  a 
moment's  reflection  is  all  that  can  be  necessary  to 
convince  you  that  there  could  not  have  been,  at 
Washington,  on  the  1st  November,  more  than  one 
monthly  account  of  moneys  received  after  the 
month  of  August  preceding.  And,  if  he  had  re- 
ferred to  their  monthly  accounts,  he  would  have 
perceived  that  tke  Receiver  at. Kaskaskia  had  re- 
tained in  his  hands,  all  the  money  received  by  him 
af^r  the  18th  May,  and  the  Receiver  at  Edwards- 
*  Tille  had  made  no  deposite  since  the  1st  day  of  the 
precedinf^  July-^^circumstaAces,  which  it  is  ez- 
tsemeiy  improbable  he^  would  have  overlooked,  or 
Delected  to  advert  to  in  his  letter,  bnless,  indeed, 
there  was  some  peculiarity  in  these  cases  tint  de- 
fies- all  skill  in  guessi^,  which  rendered  it  more 
excusable  in  these  oflfcers  to  h»ve  retained  one 
part  of  the  public  money  than  another.  - 

But,  \(  something  more  than  meets  the  eye  was 
not  intended,  whv  was  his  letter  to  the  Bank  of 
Edwardsville,  ot  1st  November,  1819,  together 
with  its  enclosure  on  the  subject  of  those  verv  de- 
posites,  suppressed  ?  Their  omission  concealed  a 
net  which  affords  a  very  strong  presumption  that 
be  had  received  the  letter  of  the  Receiver  at  Ed- 
wardsville of  the  12th  October;  and  it  is  rendered 
less  probable  that  they  were  withheld  through  in- 
advertence or  forffetfolness,  from  the  circumstance 
of  my  having  called  his  attention  to  the  subject  by 
my  correspondence  with  him  in  February,  1822, 
Just  about  the  time  he  made  the  report  that  ought 
to  have  contained  them. 

This  letter,  though  at  last  brought  out  upon  the 
third  call  upon  Mr.  Crawford  for  his  correspondence 
with  the  banks,  and  accompanying  the  report  that 
was  intended  to  affect  me  so  injuriously,  is  still 
given  in  such  a  manner,  as  not  'only  to  conceal 


the  true  state  of  the  case,  but  to  prodoce  aa  in- 
pression  directly  contrary  to  the  fact,  by  omiiuag 
toacommnnicate  its  enclosure,  which  is  lo  refmed 
to  as  necessarily  to  make  it  a  part  of  thekucr; 
and  this  impression  would  probably  neter  hate 
been  questioned,  but  for  jJie  present  coolest,  in 
which  the  report  has  involved  met 

The  letter  commences  by  saying, "  The  letter, 
of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  was  addreped  to 
the  Receivers  of  public  money  at  Kaskaskia  aul 
Edwardsville  ♦•*»♦*.  To  prevent  the  inego- 
venience  and  risk  which  may  result  from  tbeac- 
cumulation  of  such  large  sums  in  the  haodiof 
those  oflinera^  I  have  this  day  directed  them  tt  d^ 
posiie  in  the  bank  the  sums  which  may  be  in  tbor 
possession  on  the  30th  instant,  aod  to  deposiit 
monthly,  the  money  which  may  be  received  dariig 
each  month." 

Now,  in  what  bank  would  any  pne  tappoa 
these  monthly  deposites  were  to  be  made?  Cer- 
tainly in  the  Bank  of  Kd  wardsville,  to  which  the 
letter  was  addressed.  But,  palpable  as  this  en- 
elusion  noay  appear,  tha  fact  is  directly  otherwix, 
and  the  enclosure  will  prove  it  By  the  laiio, 
Mr.  Crawford  says,  '<  I  request  that  you  wiU  la- 
med iately  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  SdwardsriJie 
whatever  sums  may  be  in  your  hands  oa  tbe3l)tk 
instant,  (November,  1819.)  **^\  Yov  mil 
after  the  deposite  herein  direetrd,  make  joor  de- 
posites in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  until  othervise 
directed."  Who,4et  me  ask,  copld  hare  isferted, 
from  the  letter  above,  that  these  directions  bid 
been  gi  vep  to4hose  Receivers,  or  to  either  of  them? 
And  can  it  be  denied  that  ibis  eadosoreoagbito 
have  been  communicated,  for  the  sake  of  troth  if 
nothing  more? 

But  let  us  see  how  this  case  stands  in  other  r^ 
spects.  If  he  did  not  send  such  a  letter,  uul  gire 
such  instructions  to  those*  RMelvcrS)jle  lutica 
direct  and  positive  misrepresentation  to  the  fauk, 
for  which  no  adequate  motive  caa  be  pereeired. 
But  i^  as  he  himself  asserts,  he  did  gire  such  ia- 
structions,  it  shows  most  clearly  that  he  did  isteod 
to  suspend  the  making  of  deposites  is  that  bask, 
and  accounts  much  more  *  satisiactorilr  ihaa  he 
has  done  in  his  communication  to  yoo  w  his  let- 
ter of  the  20th  April,  1820,  which  directs  the  de- 
posites to  be  contiAued  with  a  degree  of  particu- 
larity  that  would  scarcely  have  beeo  thoo|htiiMei' 
sary,  if  there  had  been  no  reason  to  sappoieufaad 
been  his  intention  to  disooniinne  then. 

But  he  has  appealed  to  the  want  of  any  vr 
sigpable  niotive  lor  the  concealment  of  anf  of 
the  foregoaatf  fiicts,  as  proof  that  nooe  was  ia- 
tended.  I  taae  no  issue  with  him  upon  hU  iB»- 
ti  ves  or  intentions.  I  may,  however,  be  permiitfi! 
to  say,  that  the  pertinacity  with  which,  ia  om 
sition  to  all  the  proois  I  have  exhibited,  be  suh 
endeavors  to  hold  me  responsible  for  the  Baako. 
Edwardsville,  after  the  Fall  jof  1819,  reodec»  u 

{>robable  that  he  might  not  have  been  wiiiiog  to 
et  me  escape  .from  responsibility  at  that  time. 
Overwhelmed,  as  he  was,  with  represenuuoDs 
against  the  bank,  my  withdrawal  frotn  it  may 
have  confirmed  his  fears,  and  rendered  him  re- 
luctant to  disclose  any  circumstance  that  wascai- 
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ilated  to  devolve  upon  him  an  jncreaaed  respoq- 
biliiy  for  events  then  apprehended,  and  since 
lalized. 

Having  received  a  commuaication  through  the 
smmittee,  that  contains  a  reference  to  a  conver- 
Uion  that  I  am  represented  to  have  had  with 
[f.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  on  the  day  of  my  departure 
om  the  city,  in  March  last,  I  feel  myself  au- 
lorized  to  ^ive  the  following  explanations : 

In  travelling  through  Kentucky  last  Summer, 
received,  at  Husaelsville,  in  that  State,  a  eonfi- 
ential  communication  from  Virginia,  warning 
le  that  I  was  to  be  attacked  at  the  then  sue- 
ceding  session  of  Conf^ress,  and  that  Grovernor 
/oles,  of  Illinois,  was  expected  toco-operate  in  it, 
nd  advising  me  strongly  to  come  on  to  Washing- 
m  a  week  or  two  befctre  the  meeting  of  Congress, 
>r  the  purpose  of  prmriag  for  a  defence.  These 
itimations  coming  Kom  a  source  that  I  knew  to 
e  entitled  to  the  highest  respect,  I  did  not  think 
i  prudent  to  disregard  them ;  and,  not  expecting 
3  return  to  Illinois  for  some  time  thereafter,  I 
rrote  to  the  honorable  Daniel  P.  Cook  on  the 
ubject,  in  consequence  of  which,  a  correspond- 
nee  took  place  between  him  itnd  Governor  Coles, 
n  which,  I  believe,  the  latter  disavowed  the  cor- 
ectness  of  the  information  as  it  related  to  him. 

refer  to  this  correspondence  with  the  less  reluc- 
ance,  because  Governor  Coles,  whose  character  is 
irell  known  here,  can  establish  it. 

Being  thus  warned,  I  endeavored  to  prepare  for 
be  threatened  attack,  and  eame  on  to  Congress 
vith  a  determination  to  do  nothing  unnecessarily 
3  provoke  it,  but  lo  meet  it,  whacairer  it  might 
le,  with  fismness,  whenever  it  should  be  made.  I 
lowever,  never  once  suspected  any  thing  like  the 
Dsinuation  contained  in  Mr.  Crawford's  report, 
od  though  I  may  have  written  as  much,  or  even 
aore  than  has  been  supposed,  preparatory  for  an 
inticipated  attack,  yet  it  is  most  certain  that  not 
me  word  of  it  related  to  the  subject  of  the  report. 
This  I  had  neither  anticipated,  heard  of,  or  seen, 
ill  about  one  hour  before  my  intended  departure, 
>n  the  day  after  it  was  communicated  to  the 
ilouse.  It  then  took  me  by  anch  perfect  surprise, 
hat  I  neither  knew,  nor  could  decide^  what  was 
»est  to  be  done  with  it,  and  I  left  the  city  without 
tver  having  mentioned  the  subject,  as  weU  as  I 
:an  recollect,  to  any  pereoa  or  persons,  except 
hree  members  of  the  noiise  of  Reprensentacives, 
)f  whom  Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio,  was  one.     j 

I  met  with  him  on  the  morning[  I  left  the  city, 
iDd  roy  impression  is,  that  he  introduced  the 
subject,  and  seemed  to  have  no  doubt  that  the 
report  was  intended  as  an  attack  upon  me.  In 
the  course  of  the  conversation  with  him,  I  alluded 
:o  the  cootidential  information  above  referred  to, 
probably  spoke  of  what  I  had  prepared  and  in- 
tended to  have  done,  in  any  event  that  might 
tiave  rendered  it  necessary  to  have  defended  roy* 
self,  at  an  earlier  period,  and  regretted  that  I  could 
not  have  been  permitted  to  get  off  in  peace.  It  is 
idle  to  insinuate  that  my  answer  to  the  report 
could  have  been  written  before  my  departure  from 
this  place.  The  latter  could  not  be  answered  till  it 
existed,  and,  after  it  was  known  to  me,  I  did  not 


remain  here  long  enough  for  any  such  purpose. 
Besides,  a  letter  which  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Campbell, 
on  my  journey,  (towards  whom  I  had  no  motive 
for  concealment,  will  show  that  my  communica- 
tion was  then  not  only  not  written,  but  that  I  did 
not  expect  to  employ  more  than  three  hours  in 
replying  to  the  report.  One  thing  is  certain,  that 
no  man  could  have  been  less  disposed  than  myself 
to  be  the  aggressor,  in  any  controversy  whatever, 
at  that  time ;  and,  if  I  had  not  considered  the  re- 
port as  intended  and  calculated  to  ix  an  indeli- 
ble blot  upon  my  reputation,  which  I  knew  I  did 
not  deserve,  nothiiiff  would  have  been  heard  from 
me,  in  regard  to  Mr.  Crawford. 

The  anxiety  which  the  Committee  manifest, 
and  must  »o  naturally  feel,  to  get  through  with 
this  investigation,  and  my  continued  indisposition 
rendering  it  impossible  to  proceed  with  my  repli- 
cation to  Mr.  Crawford's  communication,  as  I  had 
intended,  so  as  to  finish  it  within  the  time  which 
I  conld  reasonably  hope  to  prevail  upon  the  Com- 
mittee to  wait,  1  feef  myself  compelled  to  post- 
pone, to  a  future  occasion,  which  will  not  be  ne- 
glected, a  full  answer  to  all  his  remarks,  and,  at 
present,  to  content  myself  with  a  few  observations 
upon  those  of  them  which  are  most  prominent, 
and  seem  to  demand  the  most  immediate  atten- 
tion. 

Commencing  his  justification  for  receiving  so 
much  uncurrent  paper,  some  of  which  was  ffreatly 
below  par,  from  certain  local  banks,  with  a  History 
of  the  commencement  of  the  direct  connexion  of 
the  Bank  of  Missouri  with  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, on  the  1st  August,  1818,  he  says:  "Before 
this  time  the  bank  had  acted  as  the  agent  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  It  had  fulfilled  its 
engagements  with  that  institution  with  good 
faith,  dtc.  *  *  *  *  The  large  amount  of  money 
to  be  received  from  the  sale  of  public  lands  in 
that  quarter,  rendered  a  connexion  with  such  a 
bank  not  only  convenient,  but  necessary.  *  *  *  * 
The  Receivers  were  instructed  to  receive  the  notes 
of  such  banks  as  paid  specie  on  demand  for  (heir 
notes,  and  no  other,  and  to  deposite  them  in  the 
bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treaswrer."  But  (says 
he)  in  this  arrangement  with  the  bank,  "there 
was  no  stipulation  -  as  to  what  kinds  oi  money 
it  should  receive  or  pay  for  the  Treasury.'^  These, 
therefore,  must  have  been  general  deposites,  and 
having  been  made  at  the  solicitation  of  the  bank, 
without  any  special  agreement,  it  thereby  imposed 
upon  itsdf  the  highest  obligation  in  regard  to 
them,  that  the  acceptance  of  an  unconditional 
general  deposite  could  create  upon  any  bank 
whatever. 

But  besides  this  general  principle,  there  was  a 
contract  that  excludes  every  construction  which 
could  have  imposed  upon  h'im  any  obligation, 
moral  or  legal,  to  have  taken  from  the  bank  any 
paper  that  was  not  of  as-  much  value  as  the  depos- 
ite, at  the  time  it  was  made. 

This  bank  was  continued  a  depository  of  the 
public  money  on  the  same  .terms  on  which  it  had 
been  employed  as  the  agent  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  except  that,  instead  of  the  deposites 
being  subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  Cashier  of  the 
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Bank  of.  tbe  United  States,  they  were^  on  this 
•second  arraDgement,  to  be  drawn  out,  "  from  time 
to  time,  by  Treasury  drafts." 

In  both  cases  they  were  to  be  drawn  for  as  oc- 
casion might  require,  subject  to  the  following 
conditions,  viz : 

1.  If  in  favor  of  individuals,  to  be  paid  at 
sight. 

2.  If  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 'States, 
payable  in  sixty  days. 

ft'  appears,  rrom  Mr.  Crawford's  own  reports, 
''*that,  in  1817,  an  arrangement  was  made  be- 
tween 4iimself  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
by  which  the  public  funds  were  to  be  deposited  in 
the  branches  of  that  institution,  in  all  place's 
where  such  branches  existed;  and,  where  there 
was  no  such  branches,  the  bank  was  to  designate 
certain  State  banks,  for  which  it  would  be  respon- 
sible, and  in  which  such  public  moneys  should  be 
denosited,"  dbc. 

In  conformity  with  this  arrangement,  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  having  selected  and  em- 
ployed the  Bank  of  Missouri  as  a  depository  of  the 
public  money^  became  responsible  to  the  Treasury 
bepartment  to  pay  cash  for  all  moneys  therein 
deposited.  This  it  could  have  had  no  motive  for 
doing,  without  a  eorfespondent  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri.  Who  could  lie 
'  oetter  judges  of  what  would  create  such  an  obli- 
gation, than  the  enlightened  President  and  Direc- 
tors of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States?  Their 
disinterested  opinion  on  the  subi^t  is  practically 
demonstrated  by  the.  adoption  of  measures  which 
they  must  have  considered  fully  adequate  to  secure 
their  own  interest,  and  impose  upon  the  Bank  of 
Missouri  the  correspondent  obligation  above  refer- 
red to.  Their,  therefore,  not  requiring  "  a  stipu- 
lation as  to  what  kind  of  mpney  the  Bank  of 
Missouri  shoiild  pay,"  is  the  best  proof  that  they 
did  not  consider  any  stipulation  in  addition  to 
those  expressed  or  implied  by  the  contract^  as  ne- 
cessary to  impose  upon  that  bank  the  obligation 
to  pay  cash. 

If,  then,  notwithstanding  the  want  of  such  a 
stipulation,  the  Bank  of  Missouri  was  answerable 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  for  the  public 
deposites  as  cash,  by  what  kind  of  argument  can 
it  be  demonstrated  that  the  absence  of  such  a  stip- 
ulation exempted  it  from  a  similar  obligation  in 
its  subsequent  engagements  with  the  Treasary 
Department? 

By  the  contract,  there  were  but  two  ways  by 
which  the  Secretary  could  claim  the  right  to  de- 
milnd,  or  the  bank  the  right  to  make,  payment. 
The  one  by  drafts  in  favor  of  indiriduals,  payable 
at  sight.  The  other  by  drafts  in  favor  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  payable  in  sixty  days.  There 
was,  therefore,  no  obiiffation  on  Mr.  Crawford  to 
receive  one  cent  himself,  nor  to  enter  into  an  ar- 
rangement with  other  banks  to  receive  any  part 
of  the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  Missouri.  How, 
then,  was  he  "  bound"  to  accept  the  uncurrent 
money  which  he  received  from  that  bank  ?  By 
the  contract  he  could  have  lawfully  required  it  to 
pay  the  whole  amount  of  deposites,  either  on  drafts 
in  favor  of  individuals,  or  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 


ted States,  subject  to  the  conditions  that  apply  to 
each.  Had  he  drawn  for  the  whole  amoant  of 
the  deposites,  according  to  the  contract,  his  drafto 
could  not  have  been  discharged,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  holders  thereof,  in  anj  thing  but  legal 
money,  and  a  protest  of  the  draits  would  uaquet- 
tionabiy  have  furnished  good  cause  of  aciioa 
against  the  bank. 

.  But  it  IS  manifest,  from  other  cooaidefatioos, 
that  it  could  not  have  been  the  intention  of  the 
parties  thar  the  deposites  were  not  to  be  eoani- 
ered  as  a  cash  demand  upon  the  bank.  Both  par- 
ties knew,  at  the  time  of  the  contract,  chat  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  would  not  receive,  in 
payment,  any  thing  but  cash,  or  its  equtralent^a 
contract^  therefore,  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  of 
Missouri,  to  pay,  if  required,  the  whole  amount  of 
the  deposites  tor  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutea, 
must  have  been  understood  as  an  obligation  lo 
pay  it  in  legal  money,  or  such  other  funds  as  that 
bank  would  consent  to  receive. 

If  the  construction  now  contended  for  by  Mr. 
Crawford  be  correct;  it  equally  applies  to  all  the 
other  banks  which  he  employed,  whose  connexioa 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ceased  on  the 
30ch  June,  1819,  and  a  more  injudicious  arraoge- 
ment,  nor  one  better  calculated  to  perpetuate*  the 
evils  of  special  deposites,"  could  not  weU  have 
been  made.  They  were  not  bound  to  receive  any 
notes  which  at  the  time  of  deposite  were  not  equal 
to  cash  ;  and  if  they  might  thereafter  discharge 
the  obligations  created  by  those  deposites  in  de- 
preciated paper,  there  could  not  be  worse  manage- 
ment than  permitting  the  deposites  to  accuma- 
late,  as  he  says  they  did  in  the  Bank  of  Missoari, 
in  rather  less  than  one  year,  to  the  amount  of  up- 
wards of  9640,000,  composed  princioally  of  notes 
most  liable,  from  the  very  nature  or  the  times,  to 
depreciate. 

Under  such  circumstances,  however  solvent  the 
Bank  of  Missouri  might  be,  such  an  amount  of 
notes  could  not  be  kept  pn  hand  so  lon^,  withoat 
dangler  of  great  loss  to  the  Treasury,  and  there- 
fore it  most  have  been  bad  management  not  to 
have  found  some  means  of  exchanging  them  for 
cash^  or  applying  them  to  the  public^vioe. 

It  IS,  however,  but  a  waste  or  time  to  dwell  upon 
a  point  which  the  testimony  of  some  of  the  best 
informed  and  most  distinguished  gentlemen  of 
which  this  country  can  boast,  taken  in  this  case, 
proves  to  be  so  incompatible  with  the  genenl 
usage  and  practice  of  banks  in  such  cases. 

I  will,  therefore,  notice  this  part  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's communication  no  farther  than  to  make  a 
single  remark  upon  the  evidence,  by  which  he  en- 
deavors to  prove  that  he  was  ''bound"  tolmve  taken 
even  more  uncurrent  notes  than  he  did  receive 
from  the  Bank  of  Missouri.  ^  This  evidence  (says 
he)  is  statement  E,  prepared  at  tlie  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri, and  laid  before  the  Missouri  Legislature,  by 
a  committee  which  was  appointed  to  examine  the 
report  of  the  bank,  and  which  committee  repre- 
sents itself  to  have  had  before  it,  and  carefoUy  ex- 
amined, the  books,  notes,  and  such  other  papcn 
of  the  bank,  as  were  necessary.     The  statement 
is  <  of  moneys  on  hand,  September  6,  1819,  re- 


2881 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


2882 


Com  ofNirdan  Edwwd$. 


reived  from  the  sereral  Receivers  of 'Public  Mo- 
leys,  bpioff  such  as  they  were  authorized  to  re- 
:eiire  by  the  Hon.  William  H.  Crawford,  Secre- 
ary  of  tlie  Treasury*'  It  purports,  he  adds,  to 
lave  been  taken  from  a  register  kept  by  the  Cashier 
>f  the  bank  from  the  8th  of  August,  1818,  to  the 
>th  of  September,  1819,  which  period  includes 
mly  twenty-seven  days  not  elnbraced  by  the  first 
irrangemeat  under  wnich  the  bank  was  account- 
ible  only  in  kind.  By  this  sta.tement  it  appears 
hat  the  -bank  had  then  on  hand  notes  taken  from 
[leceivers,  of  a  desoription  not  receivable  bv  it  on 
general  depR>site  as  cash,  amoantipg  to  |(5S9,064, 
>f  which  $283,757  were  of  the  kinds  transferred 
)y  it  ta  the  Treasury."  f 

In' stopping  so  short,  however,  with  his  quota- 
ion  from  this  document,  he  has  omitted  a  most 
naterial  part  of  it,  which  overthrows  his  whole 
conclusions;  for,  in  reference  to  those  very  notes, 
he  docnment  states  that  though,  they  had  been 
eceived  as  abovQ  stated,  "  the  bank  did,  at  its 
3wn  expense  and  risk,  convert  the  same  into  spe-* 
die.''  If,  thefi,  this  document  is  good  for  any 
Lhiag,  it  leaves  him  wholly  destitute  of  any  apoU 
3gy  whatever  for  receiving  oncurrent  notes  from 
that  bank. 

But  waiving'  all  question  of  his  obligation  to 
-eceive  oncurrent  notes  from  this  bank,  I  return 
:o,  and  insist  upon,  a  specific  statement  contained 
n  my  communication  to  the  House,  which  I  think 
le  has  but  poorly  evaded. 

It  is  this:.  *'That  being  called  on  by  a  resolu- 
ion  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  state  the 
imouDt  of  uncurrenl  notes  which  he  received  from 
.hese  banks,  he  has  misstated  it,  making  it  less 
ban  it  re^ly  was." 

To  decide  this  matter,  it  is  necessary  to  see 
x)th  what  he  has  said  Bod  what  he  has  done  in 
*effard  to  it. 

In  bis  report  of  the  14th  February,  1822,  page 
3,  in  replying  to  the  call  that  had  been  made  upon 
lim  for  the  amount  of  oncurrent  paper  which  he 
lad  received  from  certain  banks,  he  says  as  fol- 
lows, viz : 

^  From  the  Bank  of  Tombigbee  there  have 
t>een  received  $15,311,  in  the  notes  of  the  State 
Bank  of  North  Carolina. 

"From  theBankof  Missouri  there  have  been  re- 
ceived (he  following  sums,  viz : 
[n  notes  of  the  State  Bank  of  North  Ca- 
rolina   -  942,000 

ofthe  Bank  of  Nashville      •  -       -    29,8U 
of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank 

of  Cincinnati  ....  11,845 
ofthe  Miami  Exporting  Company  8,661 
of  the  Bank  of  Cincinnati  -  -  3,846 
of  the  Bank  of  Muskingum     -        -    •     291 

•    of  the  Farmers,  Mechanics,  ^  Man- 
ufacturers'Bank  of  Chillicothe    -         350 

"And,  from  the  Bank  of  Bdwardsville,  there 
have  been  received  ^18,562,  in  notes  of  the  Bank 
3f  Kentuclcy  and  its  br^ches. 

"In  the  two  first  cases,  the  notes  were  received 
in  the  month  of  March,  1820,  and  in  the  third, 
in  October,  1821.    All  these  notes,  above  de- 
scribed, were  uacurrent  at  the  time  they  wer6  re- 
18th  Con.  Ist  S£S8^.-91 


ceived  from  «the  banks.  *  *  *  *  In  no  oth6r 
case  hav^  uncurrent  bank  notes  been  received 
from  any  bank  in  which  the  public  money  has 
been  deposited." 

These  are  the  assertion?  of  Mr.  Crawford,  about 
which  there  can  be  no  dispute.  If,  then,  I  can 
show  another  case, 'or  other  cases,  in  ^hich  un- 
current bank  notes  have  been  as  clearly  received 
front  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  as  in  the  cases  he  has 
mentioned,  I  make  good  my  statement.  This  be- 
ing all  that  I  desire,  I  shall  content  myself  with 
but  a  sinffle  case  at  present. 

In  his  Tetter  I.  No  9,  of  the  2d  March,  1820,  to 
the  President  ofthe  Bank  of  Misssouri,  he  acknow- 
ledges that,  '^  in  consideration  of  a  proposition 
made  by  Colonel  Riddick,  as  agent  of  the  Bank 
of  Missouri,  he  had  agreed  to  take  a  draft  *'  in 
favor  of  the  Bank  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  pay- 
able at  Louisville,  for  $40,156,  in  notes  of  that 
b%nk  and  its  branches."    (See  docuipent  66.) 

His  letter  B.  No.  25,  to  the  President  of  the 
Blink  of  Missouri,  of  the  14th  November,  1820, 
and  the  President's  answer,  B.  No.  26,  of  the  12th 
December,  1820^  (see  document  119,)  show,  that 
the  said  40,156,  in  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Tennessee 
and  its  branches,  were  transmitted  to  the  Branch 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  Louisville,  on  the 
21st 'May,*  1820,  according  to  his  orders,  where 
they  wera  received  by  him. 

The  Hon.  Hugh  L.  White's  testimony  shows 
that  these  notes  were  mostly  on  the  Branches 
of  the  State  Bank  of  Tennessee,  and  that  these 
Branches  had  sukpeqded  specie  payments  some 
time  in  the  Summer  of  the  previous  year. 

These  notes,  it  wii^  be  seen,  are  not  included 
among  the  uncurrent  notes  which  Mr.  Crawford 
acknowled^  jo  have  received, thqugh  they  were 
equally  entitled  to  that  denomination.  I  therefore 
submit  the  naked  fact  to  the  Committee,  that  he 
did  jreeeive  uncurrent  notes,  to  a  considerable 
ampunt,  in  another  case,  besides  those  specified  in 
his  report  on  tliat  subject. 

Without  positively  denying  this  statement,  Mr. 
Crawford  would  seem  to  impugn  it,  by  alleging 
that  those  ^otes  were  immeoiateiy  placed  to  the 
cr^it  of  the  Treasurer,  as  cash,  by  the  Bank  of 
Tennes^fee.^  This,  if  ever  so  correct,  cannot  dis- 
prove the  fact  I  have  alleged.  The  notes  in  the 
hands  ofthe  Treasurer  were  as  much  a  cash  demand 
upon  the  bank,  as  any  entry  it  could  make  on  its; 
books  upon  their  alleged  transfer.  But,  had  they 
becD  paid  the  next  day,  it  would  not  prove  that 
they  were  not  uncurrent  when  received.  They, 
however,  remained  at  Louisville,  from  the  21st  of 
May,  1820,  till  January,  1822,  and  have  only  been 
discharged  by  payments  in  depreciated  paper,  to 
pensioners,  and,  possibly,  a  few  other  public  cred« 
itors  \  so  that,  if  the  Treasury  has  escaped  a  loss, 
it  ha^  fallen  upon  those  who  were  entitled  to  the 
gratitude  and  justice  of  their  country.  But  I  have 
net  pretended  to  allege  any  thing  more  upon  this 
sul^ject  than  the  mere  fact  that  more  uncurrent 
notes  were  received  than  has  been  stated  by  Mr. 
Crawford ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  incumbent  ujx>n 
me  to  show,  that  the  Treasury  has  sustained  any 
loss,  or  that  thie  Bank  of  Missouri  has  gained  an 
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advantage  at  the  expense  of  the  poor  pensioners 
on  4he  Govern  men  t.  I  have  not  represented  these 
^  as  notes  of  insolvent  banks^^'  like  those  on  some 
of  the  Banks  of  Ohio  actually  were.  Bui,  I  have 
no  doubt,  that  as  much  might  have  been  said  in 
favor  of  the  receipt  of  some  of  the  other  Tennes- 
see notes,  which  Mr.  Crawford  acknowledges  were 
uncurrent,  as  of  those  on  the  Branches  of  the  Bank 
of  Tennessee.  If,  however,  I  am  bound  to  pursue' 
the  subject  further,  for  my  own  justification,  then 
certainly  I  have  a  right  to  call  for,  and  should 
wish  to  see,  the  proof  on  which  Mr.  Crawford  has 
predicate^  the  statements  which  he  has  made  to 
the  Committee  on  this  subject. 
^  The  next  subject  to  which  I  be^  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Committee,  is,  to  my  fifth 
statement,  in  the  following  words,  viz  : 

'*  That  he  has  in  his  report  to  the  House,' mis- 
represented the  obligations  of  those  banl|:s,  or  some 
one  of  them,  at  least,  and  predicated  thereon  an 
indefensible  excuse  tor  his  conduct  in  receiving 
those  uncurrent  notes."  n 

It  is  evident  that  I  have  been  misapprehended 
in  regard  to  this  Statement.  I  certainly  never- in- 
tend^ to  be  understood  as  alleging  that  Mr.  Craw- 
ford had  misrepresented. the  contracts  which  were 
su^itted  with  his  report ;  for  I  myself  relied  upon 
th'eae  contracts,  and  the  fact/that  no  public  money 
had  been  received  by  the  Banks  of  Edwardsville 
and  Tombigbee,  before  Che  date  of  their  respeistive 
contracts  to  pi|y  cash  for  the  deposites,  for  proof 
of  my  allegation. 

The  Committee  Justly  consider  this  statement 
as  the  recapitulation  of  a  charge  previously  made ; 
and  it  will  be  seen  that,  for  a  specification  thereoT, 
I  referred  to  a  preceding  jmrt  of  the  comm.unica- 
tion  that  contained  it.  This  is  expressed  in  the 
following  words,  viz :         . 

'<  Being  called  on  by  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  state  the  amount  of  uncur- 
rent paper  which  he  received  from  the  local  banks 
that  had  been  made  the  depositories  of  the  public 
money  received  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands, 
he  admits  the  receipt  of  a  large  amount  from  the 
Banks  of  Edwardsville,  Missouri,  and  Tombigbee. 
But,  as  an  excuse  for  his  conduct,  he  represents 
those  notes  to  have  been  deposited  in  these  banks 
'  before  the  date  -of  their  contracts,  under  which 
they  agreed  to  account  for  the  public  deposites  as 
specie.'" 

My  opinion  certainly  is,  that  any  statement 
which  either  adds  to  or  diminishes  the  real  ohli- 
^tions  of  those  banks,  must  be  a  misrepresenta- 
tion of  their  obligations ;  and,  taking  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's statement  to  J)e  correct,  it  implies  the  exist- 
ence of  obligations  different  from  those  contained 
in  ^'  the  contracts  submitted  with  his  report ;"  foR 
the  deposites  could  not  have  been  maae  *^  before^^ 
the  date  of  those  contracts,  without  an  expressed 
or  implied  contract  thereupon,  which  wa?  not 
communicated,  but  which,  from  his  statement, 
must  be  understood  as  givinfi^  to  those  banks  a  right 
to  tender  the  money  wnich  he  received  from  them. 
My  object,  however,  was  to  show  that  he  had 
misstated  the  fact  "  in  saying  that  the  ilncurrent 
notes  which  he  had  received  from  the  Banks  of  Ed- 


v^ardsville  i^nd  Tombigbee."  had  been  deposited 
in  these  banks  before  the  date  of  their  contracts, 
under  which,  they  agreed  to  accoqitt  for  the  pob- 
1  ic  d eposi tes  as  specie."  An  d  th is  sta temen  1 1  nov 
beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  decision  of  the  com- 
mittee, holding  myself  ready,  if  the  committee 
have  any  doubts  on. the  subject,  to  show  that  those 
deposites  were  made  in  the  bank  after  and  not  be- 
fore the  date  of  their  contracts  to  pay  cash  for 
them. 

<  Mr.  Crawford  has  labored  to  show  that  the  inter- 
est of  the  Western  coiintry  required  the  employment 
of  the  (ocal  banks  as  depositories'of  public  money. 
I  am  not  disposed  to  contest  this  point,  nor  to  deny 
that  a  judicious  employ^ment  of  solvent  and  prn- 
dent  local  banks  for  this  purpose,  might  have  af- 
forded some  relief,  though  the  principal  object 
which  he  seems  to  have  had  in  view  was  to  relieve 
the  Bank  of  |he  United  States  from  the  odiom  of 
collecting. the  public  revenae,  and  conVertiog  it 
into  available  funds, '  bv  substituting  the  local 
banks  for  that  purpose.  According  to  his  airange- 
ment,  atf'he  himself  has  developed  it,  his  inten* 
tion  was  to  render  tlie  public  money,  by  whom- 
soever collected,  avaiiaole  wherever  the  public 
service  might  require  It.  Of  course,  whether  col- 
lect^ by  the  locjl  banks  or  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  it  was  intended  that  all  of  u  which 
could  not  he  apf)rouriated  ,to  the  public  service  in 
the  Western  shoula  be  transferred  to  the  Adaatic 
Slates..  The  drain  of  specie^  or  its  eqaivaleot, 
therefore,  from  the  West,  with  the  exception  of 
the  permanent  depositee,  was  intended  to  be  the 
sao^e  in  either  case,  and  it  is  donbtfoi,  at  least, 
whether  the^pliemeral  relief  thus  afforded  to  the 
Western  community,  has  not  been  more  thanorer- 
balanced  by  the  evil^  which  finally  resetted  (torn 
the  injudicious  execution  and  suicidal  extension 
of  this  plan.  Certainjy  great  losses  h&Yeieralted 
froqi  it,  as  the  events  of  almost  every  day  exhibit, 
and  if  they  have  not  fallen  upon  the  Treasory. 
the  people  cannot  havevescaped  them. 

The  principal  ground  of.  my  objections  to  Mr. 
Crawford's  conduct  in  this  respect,  has  been  ex- 
hibited to  the  House  in  the  following  words,  riz : 
"  The  most  objectionable  parts  of  his  eondact, 
in  regard  to  these  matters,  are,  his  mismanage- 
ment of  thos^  banks,  and  his  eontinning  to  em- 
ploy them  after  he  himself  had  become  sensible 
of  the  dauffer  of  doing  so."       \ 

To  establish  this  statement,  I  rely  upon  his 
CQinmunication  to  the  committee  to  show  that  he 
continued  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville  a  depositonr 
of  public  money )  ai^r  he  was  so  convinced  of  its 
want  of  good  faith,  ^a  to  actj  in  other  respects, 
upon  that  opinion. 

I  rely  upon  his  correspondence  with  the  Banb 
of  Tombigbee,  Huntsville,  Stenbenville,  and  Vin- 
ceiines,  and  Governor  Jennings'  testimony  in  re 
gard  to  the  latter,  to  s^ow  that  be  was  apprized 
that  tl^ere  was  danger  in  continuing  the  depositee 
in  the  three  first,  and  that  he  continued  the  latter 
a  depository- of  public  money  after  it  bad  forfeited 
all  Claim  to  his  confidence,  and  proved,  to  his  own 
satisfaction,  that  it  could  not  saXely  be  trusted. 
I  raly  upon  the  testimony  that  has  been  taken 
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before  the  cominittee,  to  iprove^  1,  That  he  has 
acted  illesally  in  making  deposites  of  pablic 
money  in  local  banks  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  even  in  this  city,  without  makinff  report 
thereof  to  Con jfress,*  according  to  law.  §.  That 
he  has,  in  a  variety  x>f  instances,  abused  his  power 
to  make  deposites  of  the  public  money  by  actpaily 
making  pure  gratuitous  loans  of  them;  and  3, 
That  of  the  loans  which  he  thus  made,  in  1819^  a 
part  thereof  has  not  been  repaid,  and  is  in  danger 
of  being  lost. 

By  the  document  66,  A.  No.  10,  i(  appears  that, 
notwithstanding  he  had  made  loans  to  certain  local 
banks  in  the  District  of  Golunbia,  which  were  so 
crippled  as  not  to  be  able  to  continue  their  opera- 
tions without  the  assislance  he  afibrded  them  from 
the  Tretfbary,  and  {iarticularly  the  Mechanics' 
Bank  ^  of  Alexandria,  whose  situation  he'  well 
knew,  and  to  which  he  had  made  fire  several 
loans  of  pablic  money,  to  enable  it  ai  the  witaes- 
sess  say,  to  wind  up  its  affairs,  and  which  loans, 
or  the  major  part  thereof,  remained  unpaid,  he 
did,  on  the  1st  of  August^  1820.  the  y«ir  after 
these  loans  were  made,  dirtet  the  Receivers  of 
Public  Moneys  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri, 
and  Michigan,  to  receive  the  notes  of  those  banks 
in  payment  for  public  lands. 

By  document  No.  66,  it  appears  that  the  Far* 
mers  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Cincinnati,  into 
which  he  directed  the  public  deposites  to  be  made, 
in  1819,  b^sidte  its  other  debts,  owed  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Slates  922d,000 ;  had  issued  its  own 
notes  to  the  amount  of  $77,550,  and  had  of  spe- 
cie only  919j43D ;  and  that  he  was  twice  offered 
any  additidaal  security  for  the  fulfilment  of  its 
en^pgemeats,  which  he  might  require,  but  which 
he  declined  taking. 

By  the  same  document  it  appears  that  he  de- 
clined the  offer  to  pay  interest  by  the  Bank  of 
Huntsviile,  which  the  Treasury  was  justly  entitled 
to  receive  from  that  bank. 

By  his  report  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Brahan^  Re- 
ceiver of  Public  Moneys  ait  Huntsviile,  it  appears 
that  that  officer* had  a|^ropriated  a  very  large 
amount  of  the  pablic  money  to  hb  own  use ;  that 
he  was  continued  in  office  an  improper  length  of 
time  after  his  mi^ondact  was  known  to  Mr. 
Crawford ;  that,  finally,  in  settling  vvith  him,  a 
large  amount  that  was  justly  due  to  the  United 
States,  as  interest'  upon  the  money  which  he  had 
misapplied,  was  relinquished  ;  and  ^t  the  in- 
dulgence he  received,  as  to  the  time  or  repayment, 
was  more  than  he  deserved. 

By  Mr.  Crawford's  own  conmiunication  to  the 
committee,  he  himself  has  shown  a  case  of  a  Re- 
ceiver, which  would  have  rendered  it  improper  to 
continue  any  man  in  such  an  office,  under  the 
circumstances-  which  he  has  slated. 

There  must  also  have  been  some  bad  manage- 
ment in  his  permitting  the  deposites  in  the  Bank 
of  Missouri  to  accumulate  to  the  amount  of  9726,- 
000,  when  the  transfer  of  any  part  thereof  to  the 
Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Louisville, 
was  so  practicable  by  the  facilities  constdntly  af- 
forded by  steamboat  navigation  between  St.  Louis 
and  that  place;  in  his  permitting  the  Bank  of 


Missouri  to  delay  the  payment  he  required  from  it 
in  June,  1619,  for  about. five  months ;  in  his  with- 
drawal, in  March,  1820,  of  l^is  previous  drafts 
upon  it,  and  then  agreeing  to  take  a'muoh  less 
suni>  and  a  ^reat  portion  of  it  in  uncnrrent  notes, 
with  an  intimation  to  the  President  of  the  bank, 
of  ten  months  additional  indulgence,  (see  his  let- 
ter I,  No.  9,  66 ;)  and  this,  too,  at  a  time  when  the 
bank  must  have  had  in  its  vaults,  besides  its  other 
^ood  funds,  aboiit  $221,599  40,  in  specie,  which 
It  was  permitted  to  retain  and  use.  and  which 
was  $43,424  40,  more  than  the  wnole  amount 
of  the  payments  stipula^d  for  by  Colonel  Rid- 
dick,  as  the  agent  of  the  bank.  (See  bank  return, 
February,  1820.) 

Admitting  that  Mr<  Crawford  was  rieht  in  re- 
ceiving so  much  uncurrent  money  from  tnis  bank, 
I  submit  it  to  the  committee  whether  he  was  not 
wrong  in  permitting  the  bank,  at  that  time,  still 
to  retain  such  a  large  amount  of  public  money  in 
its  possession ;  and  for  a  more  detailed  illustca- 
tion  of  this  subject,  1  beg  leave  to  invite  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  to  the  last  document  at- 
tached to  my  communication  to '  the  House,  and 
to  a  comparison  of  the  statements  therein  con- 
tained, with  the  public  document^  to  which  they 
refer. 

I  greatly  regret  that  the  want  of  time  will  not 
permit  the  committee  to  allow  me  the  benefit  of 
testimony  that  I  otherwise  could  produce,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  management  of  the  Banks  of  Tombig- 
bee  and  Steuben ville.  I  beg  leave,  <however,  to 
i-efer  you  to  a>  table,  herewith  transmitted^  which 
shows  the  amount  of  continued  deposites  in  those 
banks,  for  years  in  succession,  above  the  perma- 
nent deposites  allowed  to  them,  resoectiyely,  and 
to  submit  to  you,  whether  theke  .deposites,  thus 
continued,  can  be  considered  in  a  less*  objectiona- 
ble light  than  loans  without  interest. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

JuNfi  11, 1824. 


ARGUMENT. 
To  the  Hon.  Jobk  Floyd,  CAainnao,  ^c. 

Deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the 
present  investigation  to  myself,  personally,  I  beg 
leave,  with  unfeigned  deference  and  respect,  to 
submit^to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  the 
following  remarks : 

SensiUe  I  am,  that  the  statements  of  my  ad- 
dress to  the  House,  to  use  the  language  of  the  com- 
mittee, are  such  as  should  not  be  "  ughtly  made." 
^nd  resolved  I  am.  that,  if  they  are  "  superficially 
examined,"  it  shall  be  in  spite  of  my  utmost  exer- 
tions. 

It  is  obvious  to  the  common  sense  of  mankind, 
and  apparent  from  the  reiisoning  of  the  commit- 
tee, that,  from  the  active  nature  of  responsibilij^y, 
both  moral  and  ofikiial,  in  this  country.  Upon  him 
who  undertakes  to  arraign  the  conduct  ot  ai)  im- 
portant functionary,  must  the  weight  of  his  charges 
recoil,  if  he  fail  to  establish  them.  This  conside- 
ration, while  it  furnishes  a  motive  for  zeal  and 
perseverance  on  my  part,  is  calculated  to  oppress 
me  with  mortification,  at  finding  that  the  com- 
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mittee  have  given  this  decided  and  injurious  di- 
rection to  the  statementr which  they  think  fit  to 
denominate  charges,  contained  in  my  address, 
after  they,  had  commanded,  and  before  they  could 
procure,  my  appeafance  for  the  purpose  of  explain- 
ing and  enibrcTUff  those  statements. 

This  having  been  doi^e,  I  trust  I  shall  be  par- 
doned for  endeavoring  to  show,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  committee,  that  the  course  of  reasoning, 
by  which  it  was  efiected,  is  not  authorized  either 
by  the  facts  admitted  by  themselves,  or  by  the  evi- 
dence which  was  presented  to  them. 

To  relieve  this  subject,  as  far  as  may  be,  from 
the  complexity  of  words  and  inferences  in  which 
it  is  involved,  I  must  be  permitted  to  define,  be- 
yond the  power  of  misinterpretation,  the  charac- 
ter and  import  of  the  statements  which  I  made,  and 
to  claim,  if  I  show  that  they  are  sustained,  by  the 
facts  and  evidence  ofiered  to  the  committee,  relief 
from  the  culpable  responsibility  with  which  their 
report  has  a  tendency  to  burden  jne,  and  from  the 
onerous  task  of  investigating  motives,  which  my 
address  does  not  assiga,  or  of  abiding,  in  the  ac- 
countable position  indicated  by'  the  committee, 
the  result  of  a  mora(  inquiry^  which,  however  it 
mav  comport  with  the  partiality  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's friends,  is  certainly  excursive  and  s^ratuitous 
in  reference  to  the  statemencs  which  I  had  the 
honor 'to  advance.  These  the  committee,  not  ad- 
verting to  the  document  by  which  they  were  oc- 
casioned, have  denominated  charges,  and,  as  such, 
they  are  fairly  and  conveniently  susceptible  of  a 
division  into  two  e^eral  beads,  each  of  which 
may  be  supported  by  maintaining  the  specifica- 
tions upon  which  they  depend. 

According  ^to  this  arraqgement,  the  first  is  to 
this  efiect,  viz :  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, the  Hon.  Wta.  H.  Crawford,  has  mismanaged 
the  national  funds ;  and  the  second  amounts  to 
this :  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  been 
guilty  of  neglect  of  official  duty. 

In  order  to  sustain  these  charges,  I  shall  folloW 
the  example  of  the  committee,  and  shaU,  in  the 
first  place,  recite  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  30th 
April,  1816,  which  declares  <<  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  and 
directed  to  adopt  such  measured  as  he  may  deem 
necessary,  to  cause,  as  soon  as  may  be,  all  duties, 
taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  monev,  accruing,  or  be- 
coming payable  ,to  the  United  States,  to  be  col-' 
lected  and  j)aid,  in  legal  currency  of  the  United 
States,  pr  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  by  law  provided  and  de- 
clared, or  in  the  notes  t)f  banks  which  are  payable 
and  paid  on  demand,  in  the«aid  legal  currency  of 
the  United  States;  and  that,  from  and  after  the 
20th  day  of  February  next,  no  such  duties,  taxes, 
debts,  or  sums  of  money,  accruing,  or  becoming 
payable  to  the  United  States,  as  aforesaid,  ought 
to  DC  collected  or  received,  otherwise  than  in  the 
legal. currency  of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of 
banks  which  are  payable,  and  paid,  on  demand, 
in  the  said  legal  currency  of  the  United  States.'' 

By  the  terms  of  this  resolution,  it  is  not  only 
plain  to  the  understanding  of  every  man,  but  ex- 
pressly declared  by  the  committee,  it  was  made 


"  obviously  imperative"  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  after  the  20th  February,  1817,  ^  to  allow 
nothing  to  be  received  for  debts  due  to  the  United 
States,  but  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States, 
Treasury  notes,  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  those  of  State  Banks,  the  notes  of 
which  were  payable,  and  paid,  on  demand,  ia 
cash." 

In  conformity  with  the  mjunctions  of  this  reso- 
lution, and  with  the  act  incorporating  the  Baak 
of  the  United  States,  an  arrangement,  (agreemeot,) 
it  is  affirmed  by  the  committee,  was  concluded,  in 
the  early  part  of  1617,  between  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  that  institution,- ^y  which  it  was 
stipulated  that  the  public  funds  were  to  be  depos- 
ited in  the  Branches  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
StatM,  in  all  places  where  such  branches*existed; 
and,  in  others,  that  bank  was  to  select  and  desig- 
nate certain  State  Banks,  for  which  it  was  to  be 
responsible,  and  in  which  such   public  mooep 
,  were  to  be  deposited ;  .and  notes  of  ail  banks,  whose 
paper  .the  Bank  of  the  United  States  woold  re 
ceive,  in  deposite.  as  cash,  and  none  oiher,  were  to 
be  received  on  sales  of  the  public  lands.    Oq  the 
30th  June,  1818,  this  agreement,  it  is  stated  by  the 
committee,  terminated,  at  the  instance  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and,~  under  the  cir- 
enmscances  attending   this   fact,   the  Seereur/ 
entered  into  agreements  with  certain  State  Baaks, 
by  whidi  they  were  employed  as  points  of  deposite 
and  instruments  of  trailer  for  the  public  money, 
in  the  couiaie  of  its  collection  and  dishaisement 
Engagements,  of  this  description,  were  effected  hj 
the  Secretary  with  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  on  the 
1st  of  August,  1818,  with  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
ville,  on  the  Ist  of  February,  1819,  and  with  tboie 
of  Illinois,  Huntsville,  and  Tombigbee,  about  the 
same  time.    Soon,  howeveri  it  is  declared  bf  the 
committee,  this    connexion    between  the  Stiis 
Banks  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  wis 
extended  in  its  application,  and  varied  iii  its  ohli- 
eations.    A  greater  number  of  banks  were  em- 
braced by  it,  and  more  favorable  conditions  were 
allowed  them.    It  was  agreed  tliat,  as  an  equif- 
alent  for  the  risk  and  expense  of  deponteaiid 
transfer,  the  use  of  a  stipulated  sum  shoidd  be 
permitted  them,  as  a  permanent  deposite,  which 
was  not  to  be  withdrawn,  except  in  a  certtiia  spe- 
cified case. 

The  substance  of  this  agreement  between  the 
Treasury  and  these  State  banks,  is  expressed  by 
the  committee  in  the  following  words: 

1.  "  That  th^  bank  should  receive  in  deposite, 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasury,  as  cash,  from  the 
Receivers  of  Public  Moneys,  all  the  carrent  notes 
of  such  banks  as  maiiitaio  cash  payments ;  with 
power,  however,  to  discontinoe  to  receive  the  notes 
of  any  particular  bank,  on  giving  reasonable  no- 
tice of  such  intention  to  the  Receiver. 

2.  ''  That  the  bank  should  pay,  at  sight,  all 
drafts  from  the  Treasury ;  and  should  also  trans- 
fer, on  request,  all  sums  on  hand  beyond  the 
amount  of  the  stipulated  permanent  deposite,  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  certain  eno- 
merated  Branches  of  that  Bank,  and  that  a  fixed 
sum  should  remain  in  the  bank,  as  before  men- 
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tfoaed,  as  a  permanent  deposite,  to  be  transferred, 
however,  tp  the  fiank  of  the  United  States,  in  six 
months  after  the  termination  of  the  agreement. 

3.  "That,  if  the  moneys  were  wanted  for  dis- 
bursement in  the  neighborhood  of  the  banks,  it 
might  be  drawn  for  at  sight,  notwithstandins^  such 
drafts  might  reduce  the  permanent  deposite  helow 
the  stipulated  sum. 

"  The  amount  of  this  permanent  deposite  was 
to  be  increased,  if  it  should  appear  that  the  bank 
should  receive  and  transfer  such  large  sums  as 
that  the  expense  thereof  should  not  be  considered. 
as  compensated  by  thcT  benefit  of  the  deposUe 
"which  had  beenstipulated.  It  was  also  prescribed 
that  the  bank  should  lender  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  to  the  Treasurer,  duplicate 
monthly,  returns  of  its  accounts  with  the  Treasurer; 
and  to  the  Secretary,  confidential  monthly  returns 
of  the  state  of  its  own  afairs,  showing,  also,  the 
credits  of  all  public  officer^,  in  the  bank ;  and  also, 
4]uarterly  lists  or  returns  of  all  its  debtors,  to  the 
end  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  might  de- 
termine on  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  public 
deposite  in  such  bank." 

The  effeet  of  this  arrangement  is  thus  summed 
up  by  thetsommittee. 

'^The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  the 
permanent  deposite  allowed  to  each  bank,  respec- 
tively, as  the  equivalent  for  the  services  rendered, 
•or  expected  to  be  rendered,  by  it  to  the  Treasury : 
Bank  of  Steub^nviile      -     '  -        -  $50,000 
Bank  of  Chillicotbe        -        -        -  100,000 
Franklin  Bank  of  Columbus  -       -     20,000 
Farmers'  and  Mechanics'.  Bank  of 

Indiana 40,000 

Bank  of  Illinois  at  Shawneetown  -     50,000 
Branch  Bank  pf  Kentucky  at  Lou- 
isville  100,000 

Bank  of  Tombigbee  at  St.  Stephen's  100,000 
Planters  and  Merchants'  Bank  of 

Huntsville  -  -  -  -  -  75,000 
Bank  of  Missouri  -  -  -  -  150,000 
Bank  of  Vincennes  -  -  -  -  75,000 
BankofEdwardsville  -  -  -  4Q,000 
Fatmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 

Cincinnati  -  -  .  -  ^  100,000  • 
''  The  amount  of  these  permanent  'deposites  is 
nine  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  the  intefrest,  on 
which  sum,jit  six  per  cent.,  would  be  fifty  four 
'thousand  dollars."  And  I  allege,  in  support  of 
my  first  charge,  tkat,  by  means  m  it,  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  was  made  to  pay  to  the  State 
banks  enumerated,  the  sum  pf  $54,000,  annually, 
for  receiving  and  transferring  the  miblic  money : 
service  which  the  Bank  of  the  Unfted  States  was 
-bound,  b^  the  provisions  of  its  charter,  as  well  as 
by  the  agreement  of  the  early  part  of  1817,  to  per- 
form, without  compensation. 

This  allegation  the  Committee  declare  to  be  un- 
founded. They  consider  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  bound  to  transfer  no  other  de- 
scription of  public  funds,  than  cash  funds;  and  in 
order  to  sustain  their  declaration,  (hey  affirm  that 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  not  bound  to 
receive  in  deposite  "  as  cash,  the  bills  of  any  banks 
.but  iu  own."    In  this  affirmation  there  appears  to- 


me to  be  something  of  a  fallacy,  the  detection  of 
which  may,  perhaps,  induce  the  Committee  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  their  construction  of  this 
obligation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  By 
the  circular  of  the  Treasury  to  the  State  banks, 
under  dlite  of  the  1st  of  July,  1818,  announcing 
the  termination  of  the  agreement  between  the  for- 
mer and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  ex- 
pressing conditions,  upon  the  acceptance  of  which 
tbe  advantage  of  deposite  and  the  services  of  trans- 
fer between  the  former  and  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  were'  extended  tb  these  banks,  they  are  in- 
structed, in  relation  to  all  sums  deposited  subse- 
quently to  the  30th  June,  1818— the  period  at 
which  the  agreement  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  expired — "  to  enter  them,  as  heretofore,  to 
the  credit  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  U5e  of  the  United  States."  And  in  his  letter 
to  this  institution,  of  tbe  30th  June,  the  Secretary 
maintains,  earnestly  and  successfully,  the  existence 
of  a  complete  right  in  the  Treasur^  to  hold  the 
Bank  of  thf  United  States  responsible  for  what- 
ever "  moneys  were  deposited  to  its  credit  in  the 
State  banks;"  and,  after  remarking  that  ''an  ex- 
amination of  the  returns  made  by  the  bank  to  the 
Treasury,  of  'the  public  money  m  its  possession, 
for  which  the  Treasurer  [of  .the  United  States]  is 
credited,  supports  this  position,"  he  alleges,  in 
illustration  of  it,  "  for  whatever  -the  bank  has 
charged  itself,  in  its  account  with  the  Treasury, 
except  for  the  special  deposites,  it  is,  I  i>resdme,  m 
poial  of  law  ana  common  sense,  responsible.  The 
special  depd&ites  welre  entered  to  the  credit  of  tbe 
Treasury,  upon  the  express  stinulatton  that  the 
bank  should  not  be  acobuntabte  until  they  were 
converted  into  specie,  or  into  bills  admitted  by  the 
bank  to  be  equal  to  specie."  He  adds,  below,  ''I 
am  persuaded  that  the  facts,  and  inferences  drawn 
from  them,  in  the  preceding  padres,  will  be  sqffi- 
cieiit  to  show  that  the  responsibility,  deemed  so 
extraordinary  by  the  Directors,  has  been  assumed 
from  the  date  of  the  arrangement,  and  continues 
to  the  present  moment  unimpaireck'' 

These  extracts  establish  the  following  conclu- 
sions, viz :  That,  up  to  the  moment  when  the  See- 
retary  permitted  the  obligation  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  expire  (as  he  says.in  his  circu- 
lar of  the  1st  of  July  following)  "  by  agreement," 
that  institution  was  responsible  in  cash  for  all  the 
public  funds  received  by  it  on  deposite,  except  such 
m  regard  to  which' the  contrary  was  expressly 
stipulated,  and  that,  consequently,  it  was  bound  to 
transfer  them  at  the  will  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasiuj,  free^of  expense -and  witnout  compensa- 
tion. This,  it  is  admitted  by  ibe  Committee,  it 
was  bound  to  do,  in  reference  to  ^  ctish  funds" — a 
description  from  which  it  will  5e  difficult  to  ex- 
clude all  sums,  not  held  as  special  deposites;  for 
all  other  funds  were  entered  by  the  l)ank,'as  the 
Secretary  declares,  and  as  the  returns  of  th^  bank 
prove,  to  the  credit  of  tbe  United  States ;  and  of 
course  represented  such  an  amount  of  ready  money, 
or  pecuniary  force,  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretary, 
on  the  books  of  the  bank.  Cash  funds  is  a  phrase 
not  restrixsted  to  coin,  or  the  precious  metah ;  for 
no  one  will  deny  that  ready  money  is  cash,  and 
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that  $1,000  in  Uaited  States'  Bank  notes  is  $1,- 

000  cash.  . 

These  extracts  farther  exhibit  the  proper  and 
admitted  distinction  between  general  and  special 
deposites.  They  show,  a^  would  appear,  ex  vi-  ter- 
mi/ni,  that  all  sums  not  received  expressly  as  spe- 
cial deposites,  were  considered  as  general  deposites, 
were  credited  to  the  United  States  as  cash,  and 
under  that  description  were  embraced  by  the  obli- 
gation of  the  banicio  transfer  the  cash  funds  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  request  or  order  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  It  follows,  then,  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  Secretary's  own  showing,  the  mnk 
of  ,tbe  United  States  was  under  an  obligation  to 
the  United  States  to  transfer  all  public  funds, 
other  than  special  deposites,  received  by  it  or  its 
branches,  or  by  the  State  banks  it  had  designated,  at 
the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  free 
of  all  expense,  and  without  compensation ;  and  it 
can  haroly  be  denied  that,  when  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,^^'  by  agreement;"  as  h€  declares,  pef- 
xnitted  the  bank  to  withdraw  from  this  obligation, 
and  agreed  to  allow  certain  State  banks  $54,000 
annually,  (a  fact  which  is  not  disputed,)  for  per- 
forming the  very  same  services,  he  voluntarily  in- 
creased the  annual  expenditure  of  the  Treasury  by 
that  amouht;  relinquished,  "by  agreem^nt^"  a 
right  which,  by  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  its  own  engagement  with  him, 
he  held  in  the  fiscal  services  of  that  institution, 
and  then  gave  to  the  State  banks  $54,000  annu- 
ally, for  a  right  to  command  the  same  fiscal  servi- 
ces from  them. 

This  new  agreement,  injudiciously  extended  and 
carelessly  executed,  I  have  ventured  to  denomi- 
nate, id  what  the  committee  consider  my  first 
charge,  "  mismanaging  the  public  funds,"  nor  am 

1  now  able  to  devise  a  more  appropriate  expres- 
sion. The  committee  would,  probftbly,  have  come 
to  the  same  conclusion  in  regard  to  this  subject, 
but  for  what  I  suppbse  to  be  the  fallacy,  which,  as 
already  intimated,  they  admitted  into  their  reason- 
ing, of  restraining  the  import  of  th6  word  cash  to 

-the  synonyme  of  coin;  and  of  considering  the 
-  public  funas  as  consisting  of  other  than  such  as 
were  cash,  or  equivalent  to  coin,  and  such  as  were 
not;  a  mode  of,  classification  which  implies,  ob- 
viously, that  the  parts  are  greater  than  the  wnole. 
.  Unaer  their  favoraJ»le,  but,  as  I  conceive,  erro- 
neous view  of  this  part  of  the  Secretary's  conduet, 
which 2  in  a  private  individual,  would  be  consid- 
ered highly  indiscreet,  the  committee  justify  it  as 
conformable  "  to  usage  for  many  years,"  and  to 
the  practice  of  difierent  officers  at  the  head  of 
the  Treasury,  of  assuming'  that  it  was  their  duty 
"  to  manage  thfe  public  funds  in  a  manner  similar 
to  the  case  here  investigated."  .But  this  reference 
to  antecedent  usage,  is  not  likely  to  strengthen 
the  position  it  was  intended'to  support.  The  duty 
of  Mr.  Crawford,  and  the  usa^  of  the  Treasury, 
were  necessarily  repugnant ;  for  the  resolution  of 
1816,  and  the  law  incorporating  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States^  were  adopted  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  correcting  the  evu  of  ttsoffe,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  admissiot)  of  the  committee,  was  evi- 
dently in  disregard  of  law."    Therefore,  when  they 


prove,  as  they  do  prove,  that  the  management  of 
Mr.  Crawford  was  in  conformity  to  naage,aadtbe 
practice  of  his  predecessors,  thev  prove  it  was 
"  evidently  in  disregard  of  law ;"  wascontrarfto 
the  resolution  of  1816,  which  ibus  themselves  de- 
clare "  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  cor- 
rect this  departure  from  law ;"  and  thus  demon- 
strate not  onty  that  he  mismanaged  the  paUie 
funds,  but  that  he  violated,  at  the  same  time,  both 
his  duty  and  the  law. 

If  these  permanent  deposites,  and  the  accuma- 
lated  sums  which  were  patiently  permitted  to  re- 
main in  some  of  those  banks,  are  not  to  be  consid- 
ered gratuitous  loans,  and  an  illeg^al  employmenc 
of  the  public  money,  the  loans  which,  it  is  dqwIa 
proof  before  tjie  committee,  the  Secretary  hU 
made  to  various  banks  of  this  District,  cannot  fiii 
to  satisfy  the  committee  that  the  charge  of  mis- 
managing the  national  funds  has  been  clearly  es- 
tablished. 

The  corruption  of  the  British  Parliament,  and 
the  illegal  conduct  of  the  British  IVfinistry,  are 
subjects  of  frequent  and  just  reprobation,  as  the 
purity  of  our  Legislature,  and  the  exact  subserri- 
ence  of  every  branch  of  our  Executive  to  the  laars 
of  the  land,  are  deemed  causes  of  satisfaction  aad 
sources  of  pride.    When  Mr.  Pitt,  whose  influence 
in  Parliament  was  as  transcendant  asfais  £ime^ 
undertook,  at  a  period  of  great  commefcial  pres- 
sure, and  at  a  calamitous  season  of  war^  tomakea 
loan  of  £40,000  to  the  house  of  Boyd  &  Beofield, 
the  subject  was  brought  before  Parliament,  and 
as  the  loan,  though  not  gratuitous,  was  foand  lo 
be  '*  no  legal  employment  of  public  funds,"  and, 
although  the  opposition   admitted  there  was  w 
ground  to  impute  improper  motives  to  the  Premier, 
it  was  declared  by  tne  House  of  Commons, an aec 
of  dangerous  usurpation ;  and  to  prevent  iis  being 
assumed  as  a  precedent,  or  extended  into  asage,as 
well  as  to  acquit  this  powerful  and  celebrated 
minister  of  moral  or  official  liability,  on  account 
of  it,  a  bill  of  indemnity  was  introduced  by  one  of 
his  friends,  and  passed  into  a  law. 

Here  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  loan  of  Mr. 
Pitt  was  advanced  (even  as  Mr,  Whitbread  con- 
fessed,) on  unquestionable  securities.  Tbose  of 
Mr.  Crawford  do  not  appear  to  havehcensonfely 
provided  for.  On  Mr.  Pitt*s  loan  no  iossoeconed. 
A  considerable  part  of  Mr.  Crawford's  loans  isyet 
endangered,  and  probably  will  be  lost.  Mr.  Pitt's 
loan  carried  interest.  Mr.  Crawford's  were  made 
without  any  sudi  stipulation.  If  Mr.  FHt^s  con- 
duct could  be  exculpated  only  by  an  act  of  Parlit- 
ment,  can  Mr.  Crawford's  be  justified  in  tfaeteedi 
of  an  act  of  Congress  ?  In  this  case,  let  me  ask. 
would  not  the  vital  principle  of  our  Government 
be  lost  si^ht  of?  This  is  a  Government  of  Inwi 
Responsibility  is  the  soul  of  the  Republic,  and  is 
intended,  like  gravitation  in  the  material  world, 
to  hold  every  orB  and  every  atom,  every  officer 
and  every  citizen,  in  their  legal  posftion.  It  vi» 
intended  to  prevent  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasarf 
from  committing  any  act  which  could  be  jnstlf 
called  "  no  legal  employmetft  of  the  public  funds,-" 
and  will  hardly  be  satisfied  by  the  dtelaratioo,  that 
any  officer  of  the  Qovernment,  but  especially  ibe 
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bead  of  the  Treaaury,  can  employ  the  Datlonal 
funds  in  disregard  of  law,  ands  yet  not  mismanage 
them.  Surely  there  is  something  less  secured  in 
the  public  treasure  of  >he  United  States  than  ih 
that  of  England; 

Having  'proved,  clearly,  by  the  declarations  of 
the  Secretary,  and  the  expresssions  of  the  commit- 
tee, that  the  former  relinquished,  "by  agreement," 
OQ  the  30th  June,  1818,  the  riffht  of  the  United 
States  .to  the  fiscal  mstrumentality  dfthe  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  collection  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  national  funds,  and  employed,  by  con- 
ditions ofiere'd  to  them,  on  the  1st  July  following, 
the  instrumentality  of  certain  Sta^te  banks,  for  the 
same  purpose;  and  having  shown   that,  when, 
shortly  after  the  latter  date,  an  extended  agreement 
-vras  entered  into  on  conditions  more  fhvorable  to 
these  banks,  allowing  then;!,  as  an  equivalent,  or 
rather  as  pay,  for  Bimilar  instrumentality^ $54,000, 
annually,  by  way  of  interest  on  permanent  depos- 
ites ;  and  having  also  shown  that  the  Secretary 
has  made  various  loans  of  the  public  money,  1 
shall  proceed  tQ  a  subject  connected  with  my  sec- 
ond charge.  -    '       (  '" 

This  imputes  10  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
without  any  investigation  of  his  motives,  neglect 
oi  duty.  In  relation  to  it,  the  committee  admit 
that  the  act  of  Congress  incorporlitinff  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  mSaJces  it  the  duty  of  th^ 
Searetary  of  the  Treasury  to  employ  the  offices  of 
that  institution  as  places  of  deposite  for  Ihe  public 
funds,  in  preference  to  all  other  banks,  unless,  for 
special  reasons^  he  -should  think  fit  to  use  other 
banks  for  toe  purpose;  and,  in  that  case,  the 
special  reasons  are  to  be  communicated  to  Con- 
gress by  the  Secretary,  at  its  then,  or  its  next  ses- 
sion. This  communicaiion  the  committee  pro- 
nounce, api  the  Secretary  confesses,  he  failed  to 
make.  I  may  safely  rest  the  truth  of  my  second 
charge  on  this  admission,  sincfe  a  failure  in  an 
officer  of  the  United  States,  from  any  cause,  to* 
comply  with  the  directions  of  -  a  law  prescribing 
.hi&  duties,  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  neglect 
of  duty.  The  Secretary,  however,  accounts  for 
it,  and  the  committee. justify  it  upon  the  ground 
of  inadvertence.         / 

The  admission  of  inadvertence,  in  this  case,  is 
axoncession  of  neglect  of  duty  .so  complex,  that  it 
may  fairly  be  denominated  a  violation  ot  duty ; 
for,  as  the  object  of  the  law,  in  requiring  the 
prompt  communication  of  these  special  reasons, 
was  not  only  to  know  that  they  existed,  but  also 
to  know  that  they  were  sufficient,  ^  failure  to 
make  the  communication,  if  justified  by  inadvert- 
ence, is  justified  only  as  to  the  existence  of  the 
special  reasons,  and  leaves  the  Secretary  more 
directly  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  having  ^ro' 
ceeded  in -the  business  upon  reasons  that  were  in- 
sufficient, a  charge  which,  if  substantiated  by  in- 
quiry, could  not,  from  its  nature,  be  justified  by 
inadvertence,  but  would  infallibly  discredit  either 
the  judgment  or  the'  integrity  of  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  Treasury. 

After  recapitulating  ray  statements  in  regard  to 
the  intercourse  between  the  Secretary  and  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  the  committee  remark  upon 


that  which  (they  say)  declares  that  this  bank  was 
unworthy  ei  credit  at  the  time  the  public  money 
was  sufiered  to  accumulate  in  it  to  a  large  and 
improper  amount;  they  admit  that,  at  one  time, 
this  accumulation  amounted  to  ^726,000,  and 
then  affirm  that  the  propriety  of  permitting  this 
state  of  things  is  a  question  of  prudence,  depend- 
ing on  the  solidity  of  the  institution.  I  endeavor 
to  show,  in  my  address  to  the  House,  that,  in 
reference  to  this  enormous  accumulation,  the  lim- 
ited capital,  and  excessive  issues  of  the  Bank  of 
Missouri,  left  nothing  like  a  substantial  or  reason- 
able security  to  the  United  States.  But  the  com- 
mittee, not  denying  the  justness  of  this  inference, 
seem  to  avoid  it  by  affirming  that  my  estimate  of 
the  capital  of  this  bank  is  incorrect,  inasmuch  as 
it  does  not  comprehend  the  amount  of  permanent 
deposite  as  part  of  its  capital,  and,  as  raising^ the 
liitter  to  such  a  proportion  to  the  amount  of  its 
issues  of  paper  as  would  giv'e  it,  in  relation  to  the 
whole  sum  of  public  money  confided  to  it,  the 
character  of  solidity.  The  reasonin|f  involved  in 
this  affirmation  cannot  be  maintained.  If  the 
bank  had  lost  its  solvency  from  the  excess  of 'its 
issues  above  the  amount  of  its  capital,  a  common 
creditor  would  hardly  be  persuaded,  in  order  to 
secure  a  debt  of  $576,000,  due  to  hhn  from  the 
bank,  to  lend  it  $150,000  more,  to  add  to  its  capi- 
tal, and  restore  its  proper  proportion  to  the  issues 
of  Che  institution.  This  step  might  be  beneficial 
to  the  other  creditors,  and  friendly  in  regard  to 
the  stockholders  and  officers,  6ut,  except  in  this 
behevolent  light,  would  certainly  be  considered 
folly  oti  the  part  of  the  creditor.  The  proportion, 
then,  between  the  capital  and  the  circulation  of 
this  bank,  upon  the  fitness  of  which  the  commit- 
tee declare  the  prudence  of  accumulating  $726,000 
of  public  money  in  it,  depended,  is  not  as  $360,- 
000  is  to  $430,000,  but  a&$2l0,000  is  to  $430,000; 
and  the  amount  hazarded  in  deposite,  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  stands  related  to  the  capi- 
tal of  the  bank  to  which  it  was  confided,  not  ip 
the  proportion  of  $526,000  to  $360,000,  but  in 
that  of  $726,000  to  $210,000 ;  and  this  $210,000, 
endangered  by  its  disadvantageous  and  inaclequate 
proportion  to  an  admitted  excessive  amount  of 
issues.  Besides,  this  nominal  capital  of  $210,000 
was  subjected  to  the  pressure  of  other  exhausting 
operations.  The  discounts  to  the  stockholders 
and  directors  were  made  on  a  pledge  o(  their 
stock,  so  that,  to  this  extent,  that  species  of  finan- 
cial capacity,  which  $100  of  capital  may  repre- 
sent, and  authorize  $150,  in  issues,  was  de- 
stroyed. 

As  this  proposition  of  the  committee  cannot  be 
sustained,  the  force  of  my  statement,  which  it  was 
intended  to  obviate,  still  bears  upon  the  conduct 
of  the  Secretary,  and  demonstrates  that,  in  his  in- 
tercourse with  the  BaDk  of  Missouri j  he  not  only 
was  guilty  of  neglecting  his  duty,  but  of  mismaa- 
aging  the  public,  funds. 

In  my  address  to  the  House,  it  was  alleged  that 
the  Secretary  had  neglected  to  exact  monthly  re- 
lurns^  and  quarterly  lists  of  its  debtors,  from  this 
hank,  and  thus  disregarded  the  means  in  his 
power  of  understanding  the  condition  of  the  bank. 
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and  of  providing  against  any  loss  which  might 
occur  to  the  United  States  from  the  embarrass- 
ment or  insolvency  of  this  institution.  This  fact 
is  admitted  by  the  committee  to  its  full  extent,  but 
is  not  viewed  by  them  as  evincing  neglect  of  duty, 
or  censurable  inattention  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States,  although,  in  the  Secretary's  con- 
tract with  this  bank,  (as  represented  by  the  com- 
mittee,^ these  returns,  dec.,  are  carefully  insisted 
on,  in  order  "  solely  to  aid  the  Secretary  in  deter- 
mining the  propriety  of  continuing  or  discontinu- 
ing the  arrangement  with  the  bank." 

In  considering  my  statement,  which  fails  under 
both  charges,  and  imports  that  the  Secretary 
received  a  iarse  amount  of  uncurrent  paper  from 
the  Bank  of  Missouri,  the  Committee  declare  this 
institution  was  not  bound  by  the  condition  pro- 
posed to  it  by  the  Secretary,  previously  to  the  9th 
August,  1819,  to  receive  as  cash,  on  account  of  the 
United  States,  such  sums  as  the  Receivers  should 
deposite  in  it,  but  was  responsible  for  the  same 
only  in  kind.  But  this,  if  correct,  does  not  dimin- 
ish, but  only  removes,  to  an  earlier  point,  the  mis- 
management of  the  Secretary.  It  appears  to  place 
him  in  a  dilemma.  If  his  contract  with  the  Bank 
of  Missouri  did  not,  as  is  stated,  secure  to  him  the 
right  of  general  deposite  and  transfer,  to  the  same 
extent,  that,  by  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stat,es,and  his  contract  with  that  bank,  he  pos- 
sessed that  right,  it  follows  that  he  was  indiscreet 
in  permittifig  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
withdraw  from  this  obligation,  before  he  could 
imoose  it  on  another  bank.  And  if,  as  jnay  be 
inferred  from  the  observations  of  the  Committee, 
it  was  proper  that  the  Secretary  should  receive,  in 
kind,  notes  which,  under  the  contract  with  the 
Bank  of  Missouri  had  been  for  months  deposited 
tojhe  credit  of  the  United  States,  because,  at  the 
time  they  were  deposited  they  were  good,  it  would 
seem  that  a  custom-house  bond  might  be  dis- 
charged, when  it  became  due,  in  notes,  however 
depreciated,  provided; they  had  been  good  at  the 
date  of  the  bond. 

To  justify  this  unwise  and  irregular  proceed- 
ing upon  the  ground  ^hat,  from  the  conjectures  of 
the  Secretary,  no  ultimate  loss  will  be  sustained 
by  the  United  States  on  the  uncurrent  paper 
received,  would  be  to  proceed  upon  a  principle 
which  would  allow  of  every  species  of  specula- 
tion, on  his  part,  with  the  public  funds — a  princi- 
ple at  war  with  integrity  and  prudence  in  fiscal 
operations,  and  with  the  practice  and  regulations 
of  this  and  other  countries. 

In  the  British  House  of  Commons,  the  first 
charge  brought  against  Lord  Melville,  was,  not 
for  the  loss  or  waste  of  the  public  funds,  but  for 
permitting  their  mismanagement  by  a  subordinate 
ofllcer,  who  had  deposited  them  in  private  banks, 
in  a  manner  similar  in  all  respects  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  American  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  this  only  difference,  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment sustained  no  loss  by  this  malversation  of 
Mr.  Trotter.  It  was  the  practice,9Lnd  not  the  event, 
which  was  denounced  before  the  Hpu^e  of^  Com- 
mons. "  I  am  appalled  (said  Mr.  Whit  bread)  at 
the  reflection  of  no  less  than  thirty-four  millions 


of  the  public  property  having  passed  through  Lord 
Melville's  paymaster's  hands.    Why,  sir,  the  re- 

fjort  states  explicitly  that  upwards  of  eight  mil- 
ions  had  been  in  the  hands  of  his  prirate  baokei^ 
and  nearly  seven  millions  more  are  allowed  to 
have  passed  through  the  same  channeL  I  cannot 
but  think  that  this  negligent  crimtDality  is  dcKrv- 
ine  the  severest  reprehension." 

Mr.  Pitt,  the  warm  and  powerful  advocate  of 
Lord  Melville,  was  forced  by  a  sense  of  truth  to 
confess  that  this  permitted  misappltcation  of  the 
public  moi&ey  contrary  to  law,  though  ^  withoot 
actual  loss  to  the  State,'.'  was  not  to  be  justified; 
was  constrained  to  advise  the  erasure  of  his  friend's 
name  from  the  list  of  Privy  Councillors ;  and  thos 
expressed  to  his  admiring  country  the  conflict  be- 
tween4he  tenderness  of  his  friendship  and  the  sal^ 
limity  of  his  patriotism.  '^  I  am  not  (said  tkat 
magnanimous  man)  ashamed  to'  confess  that  I 
have  not  given  this  advice^  without  a  bitter  pang. 
I  will  not  erase  from  my  bosom  the  feelings  of 
private  friendship. ** 

When  the  report  of  the  Committee  Was  framed, 
the  only  evidence  which  was  known  to  exist  that 
I  gave  the  advice  represented  in  my  Address,  to 
the  Receiver  at  Edwardsville,  was  my  own  sol- 
emn declaration  to  that  efiect,  4nd  mj  pobltcatioa 
of  1819,  announcing  my  intention  of  withdraw- 
ing from  the  directorship  of  the  Bank  of  Bdwards- 
ville.    Upon  this  evidence  the  Committee  theoght 
.fit  to  admit,  "  that  there  was  no  doubt  Mr.  Ed- 
wards gave  such  advice  as  he  represents  to  the 
Receiver ;"  and  at.  the  same  time,  and  against  the 
same  evidence,   tkey  deny  "that   the  Receiver 
wrote  on  the  subject  of  this  advice  to  the  Secie- 
tary«"  .  For  this  discrepancy,  there  is  no  appaieot 
reason.    The  second  fact  is  as  credible  at  least  as 
the  first;, indeed  the  admission  of  thie  first  seeois 
to  establish  the  probability  of  the  second— a  prob- 
abiUty  not  weakened, by  the. remark  of  the6oin- 
mittee,  that,  inasuHich  as  the  same  person  was 
the  Receiver  of  Public  Money  and  President  of 
the  Bank,  "it  is  hardly  probable  that  a^  Receiver 
he  would  advise  the  Secretary  that  he  conJd  not 
repose  confidence  in  the  Bank  of  which  he  was 
President.     Even  if  in  this  double  relatioii  he 
might  not  have  dissuaded  excessive  coofideaoe,  it 
is  yet  very,  clear  that,  as  his  interest  in  the  former 
capacity  greatly  exceeded  that  which  he  held  in 
the  latter,  he  was  under  the  operation  of  a  direct 
motive  to  give  such  information  as  he  did  com- 
municate.    And  upon   this  motiv^  which  the 
Committee  declare  could  not  exist,  the  Seeretaij 
actually  relied,  as  insuring  the  faithful  cooMnuoi- 
cation  of  all  such  information.     These  remarks 
apply  with  equal  *  force  to  the   declaration  by 
winch  the  Committee  would  seem  to  accuse  me 
of  swearing  fakely,  "  that  there  is  no  evidence  that 
the  Receiver  wrote  on  the  subject  of  this  advice 
to  the  Secretary.    I  as&erted,  tipon  oath,  "  that  I 
saw  the  Receiver  write  to  the  Secretary,  and  en- 
close ray  puhlication ;"  and  I  confess  that  I  feel 
no  inconsiderable  distress  at  the  reflection  that  my 
oath  is  falsided  by^  the  Committee,  in  regard  to  a 
fact  probable  in  itself,  and  at  least  as  credible  as 
one  which  my  oath  is  suffered  to  establish. 
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As  to  the  famous  letter  from  the  Receiver,  there 
an  now  be  no  doubt  ,that  it  was  written  and  de- 
patched  to  the  Secretary ;  or,  if  from  technical 
ibjectioDs  to  the  testimony,  the  committee  should 
lot  be  disposed  to  act  upon  it,  enough  may  he 
leen  lo  show  the  propriety  of  allowing  further 
ime  for  producing,  in  due  form,  testimony  enough 
to  establish  the  fact;  and  this  I  ask  the  commit- 
tee to  do,  i£  they  are  not  satisfied  of  the  fact.    It 
tnust^  admitted,  that,  as- 1  had  no  power  to  sum* 
mon   witnesses  after  I  myself  was  summoned,  I 
could  do  BO  more  than  obtain  voluntary  affidavits, 
and  that  I  had  but  little  time  for  doing  this  much. 
The  question  of  this  letter  having  been  received 
by  the  Secretary,  appearing  to  depend  on  a  com- 
parative estimate  of  the  opposing  weights  of  the 
probabilities  of  the  fact  on  which  I  have  relied, 
and  of  the  Secretary's  denial,  it  is  proper  to  ex- 
amine, .mimitely,  the  jsharacter  of  that  denial. 
This  will  be  found  to  be  very  equivocal.    I  assert, 
that  such  a  letter  was  written,'  and  that  I  believe, 
as  is  now  evident,  it  was  transmitted,  and,  of 
course,  received.    The  Siecretary  does  not  deny 
that  ii  was  recei  ved,^ut  declares  it  is  not  on  file,  and 
is  not  recollected  by  the  officers  employed  in  the 
I>epartraeDt  to  have  been  received,  of  whom,  how- 
ever, it  now  appears,  bv  their  own  testimony, 
{with  the  exception  of  Air.  Dickins^)  that  neither 
himself  aor  any  one  else  made  any  inquiry  in  re- 
gard to  that  matter. 

When  I  state  my  belief  that  the  letter  was  re- 
ceived, I  obviously  mean  by  the  Secretary ;  and 
it  is  an  infirm,  and  fallacious  answer  to  reply,  not 
chat  the  Secretary  did  Qot'  receive  it,  but  that  it 
is  now  not  on  file^  and  is  not  recollected  by  the 
officers  employed  ra  the  Department  (whose  credit 
is  rather  liberally  pledged,)  to  have  been  received, 
both  whiph  declarations  may  be  true,  and  yet  the 
letter  be  in  the  Secretary's  pocket.    A^in.  I 
stated  that  the  Receiver  told  me  he  had,  alter 
tranraiittiog  this  letter  to  the  Steretary,  received 
a  letter  from  him  directing  him.  the  Receiver,  to 
continue  the  deposites.    This,  also,  the  Secretary 
denies  in  his  report, -and  in  the  same  indirect  and 
evasive  manner..  He  does  not  say  that  no  such 
lett^  was  written,  but,  that  no  letter,  to  this  effect, 
was  written  in  answer  to  the  one  which  he  had 
laboriously  asserted  was  never  received — has  stren- 
uously aiigued  was  n^er  written  !  Now,  it  is  very 
dear  that,  if  the  letter  from  the  Receiver  was  never 
written,  or  even  never  was  received,  no  answer 
of  any  sort  could  have  been  returned  to  it ;  and 
yet  the  letter,  directing  a  continuance  of  the  de- 
posites, may  have  been  written.    These  careful 
ambiguities  in  the  report,  do  not  seem  calculated 
to  make- the  defensive  declarations  of  the  Secre- 
tary oQtweigh  the  strong  improbaibiliiy,  that  a 
Suolic  despatch,  deposited  in  the  post  office,  should 
ave  miscarried  in  a  mail  to  which  no  casualty 
or  interruption  is  known  to  have  occurred;  and 
at  a  season  of  the  year,  too,  when  the  mail  is 
least  liable  to  any  dimctflties  in  ite  transportation. 
In  addition  .to  his  neglect  of  duty  in  his  trans- 
actions with  this  bank,  as  suggested  in  my  address 
to  the  House,  and  in  my  replication  to  his  com- 
munication to  the  committee,  they  might  have 


adverted,  in  support  of  the  same  charge,  to  the 
case  of  the  Bank  of  Vincennes ;  where,  also,  the 
Receiver  was  President  of  the  bank,  where  the 
United  States  lost  $168,000;  on  which  bank  the 
Secretary  drew,  successively,  froili  October,  1819, 
to  March,  1820,  four  drafts,  together  amounting 
to  165,000,  suffered  as  many  continuous  protests, 
and  after  neglecting,  as  usual,  all  measures  of 
precaution,  took  no  measure  of  redress  until  July, 
182a 

'  A  course  of  didactic  admonition,- in  the  form 
ot  four  official  letters,  is  then  pronounced  to  this 
delinquent  institution,  the  initial  gravity  of  which 
is  compensated  by  its  final  lenity.  (fSeedocuroents.) 
He  recapitulates  the  acts  of  ill  faith  Which  he  hacj 
patiently  endured,  mentions  the  protests  of  his 
drafts  for  $165,000,  warns  ;he  directors  that,  uur 
less  they  reform  their'  demeanor,  and  pay  the 
drafts,  it  will  be  proper  for  him  to  proceed  with 
rivor ;  but  concludes,  with  proposing^a  relaxation 
of  that  meditated  rigor,  provided  they  will  agree 
to  honor  the  drafts  within  forty  days,  and  even 
promises  to  pay  for  this  tardy  and  extorted  justice 
(out  of  his  never  fatiin£  fund,)  by  continuing  the 
course  of  deposite  ii^  a  bank,  thus  attenfpted  to  be 
bribe4  and  threatened  into  common  honesty  by 
himself!  To  this  persuasive  proposal,  the  l)ank, 
increasing  in  audacity,  and  sagacious  of  the  char- 
acter of  its  customer,  did  not  condescend  to  reply 
for  nine  months ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  pre^ 
nant  period,  the  President  was  delivered  of  the 
abortive  fact  of  the  corporation's  insolvency.  In 
this  feeble  and  exhausted  state,  it  asks  further  in- 
dulgence, and  concludes  its  appeal  to  its  mtmifi- 
cent  benefactor,  with  the  most  eloquent  encomi- 
ums upon  his  liberality.  This  letter  reflects,  in 
interesting  colors,  the  substance  and  complexion 
of  the  intercourse  between  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  and  the  banks  of  the  West;  and,, 
whatever  may  be  said  of  its  prudence,  must  cer- 
tainly be  commended  (by.  a  hunter  of  motives, 
at  least,)  for  its  candor.  As  the  presentation  of 
a  moral  scene,  it  is  delightful  to  contemplate  the 
sordid  gratitude  of  the  delinquent  corporation, 
glowing  under  the  injudicious,  if  not  illicit,  favors 
of  this  liberal  minister  of  finance.  "Your  friendly 
disposition  towards  the  West,  in  times  peculiarly 
difficult,  and  the  interest  yon  have  evinced  for 
this  remote  section  of  our  common  country,  leads 
to  a  hope,  that  the  hand  that  has  'hitherto  pro-  « 
tected  us,  will  not  be  withdrawn."  This  friendly 
hand  was  not  withdrawn  for  at  least  twenty-ene 
months ;  when  measure5  of  recovery  were  com- 
menced^ in  a  manner  evincing  such  interest  for 
this  remote  section  of  our  common  country,  that 
the  bank  was  allowed  three  years  more  to  pay  the 
debt ;  a  perlbd  extending  beyond  the  present  import- 
ant year,  and  upon  conditions  ofiCoHateral security, 
imposed  with  si^ch  ''a  friendly  hand,"  that  the 
security  was  defeated  by  private  creditors,  in  this 
remote  section  of  our  common  country;  and,  in 
consequence  of  the  friendfy  dispositions  of  the 
Secretary,  for  the  West,  the  loss  'falls  upon  the 
United  States. 

As  both  my  chargesJiave  now  been  established, 
and,  of  course,  the  specifications  upon  which  they 
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depend,  by  the  confessions  of  (he  Secretary,  and 
the  admissions  of  the  committee,  I  shall  not  press 
the  distinction  which  it  seems  escaped  the  conl- 
mittee,  when  comparing  the  amount  of  money 
lost  by  Mr.  Crawlord's  mismanagement,  (about 
halfa  million.)  with  the amountcoiiected,(twenty- 
one  millions,)  they  contrast  favorably  to  the  Sec- 
retary this  proportion,  with  that  which  obtains  in 
the  ordinary  collections  of  private,  or  mercantile 
debts.  Thejr  appear  to  forget,  be^des  the  superior 
regularity,  vigilance,  and  power,  at  the  disposal 
of  the  nation,  and  the  difference  between  the  prof- 
its and:  loss  of  trade,  and  the  eren  exaction  ^of  the 
revenue^  that  the  loss  incurred  by.  the  Secretary 
was  notof  debts  outstanding,  but  of  funds  collected, 
and  collected,  too,-  by  salaried  officers,  at  an  enoi^ 
laous  expense. 

Upon  <}ne  point,  however,  which  has  already 
been  considered,  4  shall  add  some  remarks.    The 
committee  have  admitted,  distinctly,  and  in  cor- 
respondence with  my  statements,  that  Mr.  Craw- 
ford did,  on  some  occasions,  neglect  to  make  stich 
.  communioalions  to  .Congress,  as  by  law  it  was 
his  duty  to  do,  ^and  that  on  others,  Ke  failed  to 
report  such  facts  and  doeuments,  as,  by  a.  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  he  was  re- 
quired to  do ;  yet,  as  they  very  naturally  cannot 
'  detect  toe  motive^  of  tiiis  misconduct,  f  whi<;h  God 
alone  can  do,)  they  acquit  him  of  ail  blame  or 
responsibility.    In  this  they  appear  to  lose  sight 
of  the  distinction  which  has  hitherto  obtained  be- 
tween private  and  official  rectitude;  and  of  the 
well  es^blished  fact,  that  bad  motives  in  the  man, 
are  not  n*ecessary  to  constitute  misconduct  in  the 
minister.    When  Burke  brought  H&slingff  to  the 
bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and,  in  strains  of  por- 
tentous eloquence,  invoked  upon  the' head  of  the 
Ipdian  Viceroy  the  veng:eance  of  humanity,  the 
power  of  justice,  and  the  iinprecated  terrors  of  the 
English  law,  in  portraying  to*  this  august  tribunal 
a  course  and  torrent  of  plunder  and  desolation 
which  had  overrun  regions  that  the  arms  of  Alex- 
ander could  not  reach ;  in  charging  him  with  the 
pillage  of  towns,  the  ruin  of  districts,  the  sacking 
H>f  cities,  th^  plunder  of  princedoms,  the  devasta- 
tion of  provinces,  the  waste  of  empires,  he  did  not 
fail  also  to  acause  him,  with  intense  and  awful 
formality,  of  having  neglected  to  communicate  to 
the  Government  the  documents  which  werecalled 
for  by  the  proper  authority^     (Burke's  works,  vol. 
12,  p.  454.)    *^  That,  in  defiance  of  the  said  orders, 
and  in  breach  of  the  abovereciced  act  of  Parliament, 
xbesaid  Warren  Hastings  has,  in  sundry  instances, 
concealed  from  his  counsel  the  correspondence 
carried  on  betweeof  him  and  the  princes  or  country 
powers  in  India ;  and  neglected  to  communicate 
the.  ad  vices  and  intelligence  he  from  time  to  time 
received,"  &c. 

This  great  statesman,  this  political  philosopher, 
this  experienced  orator,  did  not  appear  to  consider, 
that  the  illegal  conduct  of  a  minister  could  be  jus- 
tified by  an  alleged  absence  of  improper  personal 
motives^  nor  that  a  duty,  upon  the  punctual  per- 
formance of  which  the  whole  fabrication  of  legis- 
lation rests,  should-  be  repeatedly  violated,  and 
with  perfect  impunity. 


I  will  not  complain  of  any  thing  that  has  ha|h 
pened'  to  myself  in  this  business  ^  of  the  Itbeialiiy 
with  which  bad  motives  have  beoi  imputed  tome; 
of  that  impatient  justice,  which,  on  this  floor,  con- 
demned me  for  dfeiending  mvself,  and  arguraeDti- 
tively  accusing  a  responsible  officer,  npmi  stote- 
metUs,  which  are  noW  efttablished,  but  which  were 
not  then  examined.  But^  I  beg  leave  to  ask, 
whether  treatment  like  this  can  be  just  in  itsdf, 
or  is  likely  to  sharpen  that  inspectioa,  which  it  is 
the  right  of  every  citizen  to  apply  to  the  condoec 
of  the  high  officers  of  this  CwoverniDeDt,  and  which 
cannot  be  repressed  without  great  danger  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people  9 

-.The  disadvantages  under  which  I  have  labored 
in  this  investigation,  must  be  obvioqs  to  the  con- 
mittee.  While  I  have  been  informed  by  tbea 
that  no  charges  against  me  have  been  aabmitteii 
to  them,  the  trial,  if  such  it  may  be  caUed,  hasas- 
si^med  much  more  the  appearance  of  an  invest!- 
gattonof  my  conduct,  than  that  of  Mr.  Crawfoid 
Called  upon  as  a  witness,  aghijist  ny  own  contest, 
not  being  willing  to  rest  any  of  my  charges  against 
the  Secretary,  or  my  own  defence,  upon  my  owb 
oath,  I  have  been  ^«|Uired  to  swear  to  facts  that  I 
consider  wholly  immaterid,  as  it  relates  te'kis 
conduct,  at  least,  the  avowed  object  of  the  inqoby; 
and  the  occasion  has  been  embraced  of  ivqoiriog 
me  to  defend,  not  only  my  |^eral  charBCcer  for 
veracity,  but  to  maintai)i  it  in  particular,  and 
special  cases,  by  which  I  have  been  perfectly  sur- 
prised, and  for  which  no  adequate  time  is  allowed 
me. 

,  In  my  address  to  the  House,  I  have  made  cer- 
tain statements  asainst  Mr.  Crawford,  which  the 
comioittee  are  pleased  to  denominate  charges. 
Forrspeci&cations  of  some  of  these  staieoients,  I 
have  referred  to  .certain  publications  under  the 
signature  of  A.  B.,  of  which  I  acknowledged  myself 
to  be  the  author,  thereby  making  myself  respoa- 
sible,  from  that  moment,  for  the  charges  they  eoo- 
tain.  When  I  wrote  them,  or  wheil^r  I  actoallr 
wrote  them  atall^  neither  could  add  to,  nor  dimia- 
ish,  the  responsibility  I  had  taken  npoa  myself  hf 
exhibiting  them  as  charges  to  the  House;  and  it 
might.  With  as  much  propriety,  hare  been  a.<ked 
of  me  to  swear  that  I  wrote  my  address,  as  that  I 
wrote  the  publications  which,  by  the  Eeference 
made  to  them,  became  a  part  of  that  address. 
How  they  originated,  or  wikat  waSi  their  object, 
before  they  were  offered  to  the  coasideration  of 
the  House,  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  either  ma- 
terial, in  an  inquiry  into  Mr.  CrawfordV conduct, 
nor  to  have  been  within  the  intention  of  the  reier- 
ence  to  the  committee,  espebially  ^.  if  no  charge 
against  me  has  been  submitted  to  them*" 

The  only  inqiyries  that  appear  to  nae  matcvi^ 
in  regard  to, those  publications,  are,  whether  the 
facts  they  allege  are  true  or  false,  and,  if  troe^ 
whether  they  amount  to  proof  of  any  thing  oa 
the  part  of  the  Secretarv,  worthy  of  repreheosioa. 
If  the  charges  a^inst  him  are  well  founded,  no 
motive  for  making  them  can  justify  or  excuse 
him.  • 

If  I  am  to  be  convicted  of  having  made  them 
unjustifiably,- and  ccinunally,  not  barely  by  an  ac- 
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quittal  of  him,  hut  by  a  positive  judgment  ftgainst 
myself,  distiDct  allegations  ou^ht  to  have  been 
made  against  me,  and  a  fair  opportunity  of  defence 
should  have  been  allowed  me.  Such  a  trial  I 
should  be  very^  wjlling  to'  meet,  but  against  any 
collateral  and  indirect  operation  for  that  purpose, 
and,  particularly,  where  technicality  has  not  neen 
overlooked,  I  solemnly  protest. 

I  have  been  required  to  swear  that  I  wrote  these 
publications  more  than  two  years  ago,  and  this 
has  afforded  the  ground  for  attacking  my  vera\:ity, 
in  the  special  cases  alluded  to.  without  my  being 
allowed  the  necessary  time  to  aisprove,  invalidate, 
or  .explain,  the  allegations  that  have  been  made 


against  me. 


With  regard  to  my  having  denied  the  author- 
ship of  those  publications,  I  have  no  hesitation 
m  admitting  that  I  have  frequently  and  truly  de- 
nied that  I  wrote  all  that  appeared  under  that  sig- 
nature, during  the  time  referred  to  by  th«  testi- 
mony in  this  case;  that  is  to  say,  the  period  that 
includes  the  first  and  the  last  of  those  publica- 
tions. 

I  have,  also,  constantly  denied  that  there  was 
any  A.  B.  plot,  or  conspiracy,  in  the  case ;  and 
have,  at  all  times,  treated  such -suggestions  with 
the  coQ  tempt  they  deserved.  Not  only  has  the 
existence  of  such  a^^  plot,"  or  '^  conspiracy,^'  been 
affirmed  in  several  of  the  most  distinguished  news- 
papers of  the  Union,  but  the  committee  have  re- 
cently heard  it  boldly  asserted  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  This  I  have  denied, 
and  still  do  deny,  so  far  as  it  is  intended  to  impli- 
cate me.  No  man,  but  myself,  is,  or  ought  to  be, 
responsible  for  any  .fbiug  I  have  written,  on  the 
subject^  embraced  by  those  publications,  and  otie 
man  cannot  ^make  a  conspiracy.    For  whatever 

Sorpose  the  assertion  of  a  *'  plot,  or  conspiracy." 
as  been  made,  it  has,  I  know,  been  more  correctly 
denied  than  affirmed* 

I  am,  also,  equally  free  to  .admit,  that  though 
my  general  course  was  neither  to  deny  nor  ac- 
knowledge 4hat  I  was  the  author  Of  these  publi- 
cations, yet,  I  may  have  repeatedly  spoken  in  re- 
gard to  that  matter,  as  any  man  nas  a  right  to 
speak  ia  regard  to  an  anonymous  publication 
which  he  may  have  written,  but  which  he  does  not 
choo6e,'and  is  uiidef  no  kind  of  obligation  to  avow. 
But,  that  I  ever  said  any  thing  that  oduld  be  con- 
sidered as  equivalent  to  a  denial  of  my  authorship 
of  these  publications,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding 
any  kind  of  responsibility,  or  to  gain  anv  point 
whatever,  I  do  most  positively  deny.  In  iact,  no 
man  who  did  not  choose  to  give  his  name  to  the 
public,  on  such  an  occasion,  could  have  taken  less 
pains  to  conceal  it  than  I  have  uniformly  done  in 
this  case ;  and  hence,  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  nine-tenths  of  Congress,  and  almost  every 
one  else  who  read  these  publications,  and  knew 
the  general  circumstances  of  the  case,  considered 
roe  as  the  author  of  them.  In  one  or  them  I  of- 
fered to  avow  my  real  name,  provided  the  House 
of  Representatives,  then  seeming  to'  threaten  to 
do  $0,  would  adopt  any  measure  to  operate  directly 
upon  me  in  consequence  thereof.  And  it  musl  be 
known  to  several  of  my  friends,  that  I  intended 


to  avow  myself  the  author  of  such  of  those  publi- 
cations as  I  had  then  written,  if  the  question  had 
been  put  to  me  (as  was  expected)  by  the  commit- 
tee before  whom  I  was  examined  in  February, 
1823,  and  that  I  had  prepared  the  preface  for  my 
deposition,  which-  is  designated  No.  3,  in  the  doe^ 
uments  accompanying  my  address  to  the  House, 
for  that  and  other  like  objects. 

That  I  had  justifiable  cause, ^s  well  Xrom  pri- 
vate, as'  pijiblic  considerations,  for  writing  these 
publications,  I  shall  always  be  able  to  prove  when- 
ever it  may  become  necessary.  A^  present,  I  Witt 
barely  ask,  whether  the  public  attempt  that  was 
nuide  in  several  respectable  newspapers,  and  even 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
implicate  me  in  the  suppression,  alluded  to  in  the 
first  of  those  publications,  did  not  justify  n^  in 
endeavoring  to  show  that  such  a  cnarge  was  ri^ 
diculous  ^nd  absurd  7  This  is  fully  shown  in  the 
subsequent  publications ;  and,  containing  nothine 
but  the  truth,  expressed  in  decent  and  respectful 
terms,  what  could  there  be  in  them  to  be  ashamed 
of?  No  attempt,  that  I  have  efer  seen,  has  been 
made  to  prove^  that  they  contained  even  an  inde* 
oorous  exoression,  in  regard  to  the  Secn*tary,  or 
that  the  facts  they  allege  were  not  true. 

As  to  a  suggestfon  which  fias  been  made,  that, 
if  they  contained  any  thing  which^  in  my  opin- 
ion, was  wrong  in  the  conduct  ef  the  Secretary, 
it  was  my  duty,  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States, 
to  have  noticed  it  in  a  different  way,  I  have  only 
to  remark,  that  it 'may  be  seen  that  they  treated 
of  '^  suppressed  documents,"  and  it  will,  I  think, 
hardly  be  contended  by  any  reflecting  and  well 
informed  man,  that  it  was  my  duty,  as  a  Senator 
of  the  United  States,  to  have  noticed,  officially,  a 
contempt  offered  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
by  the  suppression  of  information  called  for  by 
that  House ;  the  mot6  especially  as  the  House  it- 
self had  taken  the  subject  under  its  own  conside- 
ration. 

That  I  denied  my  authorship  of  th6se  publica- 
tions for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  coafirmation 
of  my  appointment  as  Minister  to  Mexico,  i?  cer- 
tainly but  poorly  supported  by  proof,  (if  admitted 
to  its  fullest  extent,)  that  such  denial  was  made 
or  known  to  otie  Senator  only.  Who  had  previ- 
ously taken  an  active  part  in  my  favor ;  and  who 
swears  that  he  wlls  wholly  uninfluenced  by'that 
consideration.  .  Considering  the  tim^  and  circum- 
stances when,  and  under  which,  this  controversy 
commenced,  and  that  all  the  Senators  wer^thea 
present,  it  is  hardly  to  be  presumed  that,  if  such 
an  attempt  had  been  made  by  me,  or  such  a  de- 
nial had  been  known  to  any  other  Senator,  fur- 
ther proof  could  not,  and  would  i&ot,  have  been: 
produced. 

If,  however,  the  committee  should  suppose  thel^ 
is  proof  enough  before  them  to  support  (bis  impu- 
tation, I  ask  it  of  their  justice  to  afford  me  a  fair 
opportunity  of  producing  testimony  to  the  con- 
trary, which  I  pnly  want  time  to  do.  This  being 
granted  ipe,  if  it  shall  appear,  or  there  shall  be 
the  least  reason  to  believe,  that  I  obtained  a  confir- 
mation of  my  Domination  by  such  means,  I  pledge 
myself  instantly  to  sarrender  ^mj  appointment. 
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The  committee  haviog  requested  me,  since  the 
foregoing  Was  written,  to  reduce  to  writing  my 
motion  to  bave  Mr.  Crawford  examined  as  a  wit- 
ness, that  there  may  be  no  misunderstanding  oa 
the  subject.  X  proceed  to  comply  with  their  request, 
and  to  explain  the  grounds  of  this  application. 

J  deduce  my  right  to  claim  the  benefit  of  his 
testimony  from  the  precedent  that  has  been  estab-* 
lished  by  the  committee  in  my  own  case.  Legal 
principles  have  been  pretty  rigidly  insisted  oh,  in 
some  instances,  in  the  course  o[  the  present  inves- 
tigation ;  and,  aUhough  I  am  not  able-to  point  out 
the  legtil  principle  or  usage  that  justifies  this  pre- 
cedent, I  presume  it  will  be  sufficient  to  entitle  me 
to  the  benefit  of  it,  to  show  a  strict  analogy  be- 
tween the  case  to  which  it  has  been  applied,  and 
the  one  to  which  I  now  respectfully  propose  to 
apply  it. 

I  am  considered  by  the  committee  as  Mr.  Craw* 
ford's  accuser.  I  might  rely  upon  his  report  and 
his  subsequent  communication  to  the  committee 
to  show  that  he  has  made-  himself  min^  But  I 
also  wish  to  prove  that  such  was  his  intention.  If, 
under  these  circumstances,  either  he  himself,  or 
the  committee,  have  a  right  to  make  me  a  witness 
fltgainst  my  own  consent,  in  order  to  inquire  into 
my  motives,  and  a  variety  of  other  matters  not 
included  in  either  of  my  six  charges  against  him, 
or  in  any  of  their  specifications,  justice  must  ac- 
cord to  me  the  same  privfle^e,  in  regard  to  his 
implications  against  me.  I  claim  the  same  right 
to 'examine  him,  and  with  equal  latitude,  in  re- 
gard to  all  matters  contained  in  his  report,  and 
subsequent  comtaunication,  which  implicate  me. 
that  has  been  demanded  oi  me  in  relation  to  all 
the  matters  contained  ia  my  address  to  the  House. 

It  is  true  that  I  myself  consider  such  a  course, 
either  in  his  or  my  own  case,  as  equally  contrary 
to  all  former  iisage^  and  inconsistent  with  well  es^ 
/  tabiished  and  incont^table  legal  principles.  But, 
if  I  have  been  mistaken,  or  a  new  rule  is  to  be 
adopted,  all  I  ask  is,  that,  while  it  is  applied 
against  me  in  one  instance,  I  may  not  be  denied 
the  benefit  of  it  in  a  similar  one. 

I  had  supposed  that  neither  of  us  could,  either 
as  accuser  or  accused,  be  required,  contrary  to  our 
consents,  to  become  a  witness,  and  to  testify  for 
or  against  ourselves.  The  rights  of  a  pk-osecutor 
and  a  defendant,  in  this  respect,  are  the  same  in 
any  form  of  trial  that  has  been  adopted  in  this 
enlightened  country.  Either  has  a  risht  to  de- 
,cide  .for.  himself  upon  bow  much,  or  how  little 
testimony  be  may  choose  to  submit  his  case,  and 
neither  can  he  pompelled  to  strengthen  or  weaken 
it  by  his  own  oath. 

I  invite  the  committee  to  review  all  the  facts 
that  have  been  required  to  be  proved  by  myself, 
and  that  have  been  admitted  to  be  proved  by  oth- 
ers in  regard  to  my  conduct,  and  to  contrast  them 
with  your  own  decisions,  to  confine  the  present 
investigation  of  Mr.  Crawford's  conduct  to  the 
charges  which  I  have  alleged  against  him.  It 
will  be  perceived,  from  thfe  whole  of  ihe  testimony 
ill  this  case,  that  I  hkve  been  put  .upon  my  trial 
for  a  malicious  prosecution,  in  the  most  injurious 
possible  fotm,  requiring  me  to  convict  myself  by 


my  own  oath,  before  it  is  decided  whether  the 
charges  I  have  alleged  against  the  Secretary  ire 
true  or  false. 

If  those  charges  are  true,  as  I  alleged  them  u> 
the  House,  I  would  ask  what  have  the  commiuee 
to  do  with  my  motives  for  making  them,  and  apoa 
what  Wal  principles  could  I  be  arraigned,  erea 
in  due  form,  for  a  malicious  proseeuiioa  1 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  these  charges  are  not  troe, 
(there  being  ''no  charge  tf gainst  me  submitted  to 
the  committee,")  it  may  not  only  jastifv  the  ac- 
quittal of  Mr.  Crawford,  but  may  furaisJi  grooni 
of  future  trial  of  myself  for  having  mabciooslf 
and  falsely  made  them.  It  cannot,  however,  aa- 
thorize  any  distinct  judgment  against  me,  till  1 
shall  be  put  upon  my  trial,  and  hare  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity or  defending  myself.  .  This  I  am  ready  te 
meet,  but  I  cannot  consent  to  the  blendiog  of  boU 
trials  together. 

If  you  should  think  such  ft  charge  against  ex 
sustainable,  I  would  rejoice  to  bave  an  opportt- 
aity  to  meet  it  fairly  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, or  the  Senate  of  the  United  States;  aai 
for  this  purpose,  I  beg  leave,  earnestly,  to  request 
the  committee,  in  case  that  should  be  their  opis- 
ion,  to  state,  distinctly,  which  of  the  six  charges  I 
have  alleged  against  Mr.  Crawford  «re  false,  ta^ 
in  what  respect  they  are  so,  that  I  may  know  how 
to  pre^re  lor  my  defence.  In  this,  I  ask  oo  more 
than  i^y  subaltern  in  your  Army  ia  entided  lo,  ia 
cases  of  infinitely  less  importance.  I  presttoae,  and 
hope,  therefore,  it  will  not«^  deaied  me. 

In  the  mode  of  trial  of  myself,  that  has  beea 
adopted,  (as  appears  by  the  testimoay,)  by  wbkk 
I  have  only  known  against  what  I  should  have 
to  defend  myself  from  the  mouths  of  the  wiueses, 
the  common  sense  of  all  mankind  most  perceive 
that  I  cannot  have  had  any  reasonable  opportu- 
nity of  defence.  If,  therefore,  the  committee  think 
themselves  authorized  to  inquire,  for  any  purpose, 
whether  I  denied  my  authorship  of  the  vrttingi 
signed  A.  B.  at  al^  or  that  such  denial  was  maie 
With  a  view  to  obtain  the  confirmation  of  my 
nomination  as  Minister  to- Mexico,  by  the  Senate, 
I  claim  additional  time  to  rebut  the  tesdmoay  that 
has-been  given,  and  to^sunmion  every  Senator,  if 
less  will  not  satisfj^  you,  to  prove  that  no  member 
of  the  Senate  either  voted  for  me  or  forbore  to 
vote  against  me^  on  account  of  any  such  soppcned 
denial,  and  thereby  to  demonstrate  the  utier  im- 
probability of  any  such  intention  on  my  part. 

I  have  not  made  myself  Mr.  Crawford's  prose 
cutor,  and  am  not  willing  to  be  so  considered. 
With  his  immense  advantages  over  me,  I  hare 
not  the  hardihood  to  be  willing  to  take  iasoe  wiik 
him  upon  his  intentions.  My  object  has  been,a9d 
is  still,  to  defend  myself  in  the  most  effectual  mto- 
ner  in  my  power,  against  his  attiick  upon  me. 
This  being  accomplished,  I  care  not  #hat  dispositioa 
is  made  of  his  part  of  the  case.  I  bad  a  rifht  to 
urge  the  facts  I  have  alleged,  in  my  own  deleace; 
and  none  can  admit  their  truth,  and  deny  the  just- 
ness of  the  arguments  I  have  deduced  from  them. 

In  doing  all  this,  I  have  impesed  upon  mvself 
the  obligation  to  show  my  own  innocence  of  his 
imputation  against  me,  and  to  prove  the  six  spe 
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cific  statements  I  alleged  against  him  to  be  true, 
withoat  reference  to  his  intentions.  This  is  the 
extent  of  my  responsibility;  the  public  regard  it 
in  that  point  of  view,  and  I  -protest  against  any 
further  responsibility,  and  all  collateral  and  indi- 
rect trials  ^of  myself;  bein^,  however,  perfectly 
willing  to  meet  any  charge  m  due  form. 

Thene  statements  against  Mr.  Crawford,  I  have, 
I  think,  completely  established.  If  the  committee 
think  otherwise,  and  will  specify  wherein  I  bav^ 
failed,  I  will  still  redeem  the  pledge  I  have  given 
to  the  pqblicy  in  the  proper  place. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

P.  S.  All  the  witnesses,  except  one,  who  huve 
testified  on  the  subject  of  the  A.  B.  publications, 
say  they  considered  them,  and  the  A.  B.  plot;  as 
one  and  the  same  thing.  It  wilt  be  perceived, 
however,  that,  in  my  address  to  the  House,  I  made 
a  material  distinction  between  them,  before  I  could 
have  anticipated  any  contest  on'  the  subject;  foi*, 
while  in  that  address,  I  spurn  the  insinuation  of 
'<a  plot,"  I  acknowledge  myself  the'kuthor  of  the 
publications  themselves. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

I  submit  to  the  committee  the  testimony  here- 
with 'transmitted,  with  a  statement  of  the  points 
to  which  it  is  intended  to  apply. 

Thomas  F.  Riddiek  states,-  in  his  affidavit, 
annexed  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  as  fol- 
lows, viz:  • 

**That  the  Bank  of  Missouri  did  transfer,  in 
Ea^em  fwndSy  to  Hu  Bamhof  the  Uniisd  States,  and 
its  Branches,  near  ^450,000,  which  funds  were 
worth  four  per  cent;  to  the  Bank." 

I  refer  to  the  "  list  of  drafts  drawn  by  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  United  States  on  the-  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri, since  1st  July,  1818}"  [see  document  9,]  to 
show  that  the  whole  amount  of  transfer  to  different 

banks,  was $461,943  60 

By  the  said  Riddick's 
affidavit,  it  also  ap- 
pears that  be,  him- 
self, gives  an  account 
of  funds,  of  a  very 
inferior  kind,  trans- 
ferred     -        -       -  $138,179  00 
By  letter  B,  No.  16, 
document  No.  119,  it 
appears    that    there 
'was  transfbnred  to  the 
Bra'h,  at  Louisville, 
of  Kentucky  Jiotes  -      67,731  .00 
By  the  enclosure  of  let- 
ter I,  No.  16,  docu- 
ment 66,  page  104, 
it  appears  there  had 
been  transferred   to 
Louis'lle,  of  Qeoree- 
town,  and  Kentucky 
notes       .       .       ^     •  6,000  00 

211,910  00 


I  have  not  had  time  to  examine  further  into  this 
statement 

I  refer  to  a  statement  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  dated  11th  June,  1824,  headed  "A 
statement  showing  the  aggregate  of  moneys  de- 

gosited  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
Itates,  in  the  following  banks,"  dbc,  [see  docu- 
ment 83,1  to  show  the  proportion  of  loss  to^the 
amount  deposited  in  certain  banks  that  were  de- 
positories of  public  money,  received  from  the  sale 
of  public  lands,  and  which  have  failed  to  fulfil 
their  engagements  With  the  Treasury." 

I  refer  to  the  enclosure  of  letter  I,  No.  16,  docu- 
ment 66,  p.  104,  to  show  that  more  uncurrent 
notes  were  received  by  Mr.  Qrawford  than  I  have 
alleged  in  my  address  to  the  House,  viz:  George- 
town anil  Kentucky  notes,  $6,000,  which  appear 
to  have  been  received  bet.weenr  the  20th  May,  1820, 
and  the  30th  June,  1821.  Or.  if  they  were  not 
received,  this  document,  furnisned  by  Mr.  Craw- 
ford himself,  must  afford  a  very  sufficient  apoldg^ 
for  thinking  so. 

I  refer  to  an  '^  extract  of  a  letter  from  Thomas 
Sloo  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,"  furnished 
by  the  Treasury  Department,  see  \b\  and  to  the 
letter  of  Qeorge  F.  Strother,  see  [a]  to  show  that 
the  prospects  of  collecting  the  debt  of  the  Bank  of 
Missouri  to  the  United  States  are  not  as  good  as 
they  have  been  represented  to  the  committee  to 
be,  dbc         * 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 


Leaving  only,  that  could  have^been 
transferred,  -       -        -        -  8270,033  60 


To  the  Hon.  John  Ployo,  Chairmany  f  c. 

Tde  committee  having  again  repeated  to  met 
on  last  evening,  that  thexe  are  no  charges  against 
me  submitted  to  them;  that  their  investigations 
will  be  confined  to  the>  six .  specific  statements 
which  I  have  alleged  against  Mr.  Crawford  in 
my  address  to'  the  House;  and  that,  if  I  wished  to 
produce  further  testimony,  I  must  state  in  writing 
the  names  of  the  witnesses  whom  I  wish  to  have 
summoned,  and  the  points  I  expect  tp  prqve  by 
them  4  I  cannot  consent  to  take  upon  myself  the 
responsibility  which  may  be  imposed  upon  m^  by 
sobiecting  the  Government  to  a  great  expense,  ■ 
and  many  gentlemen  to  much  personal  meon- 
venience,  without  explaining, the  causes  and  rea- 
sons, which,  in  my  opinion,  impose  upon  me  the 
necessity  to  do  so. 

I  nec^  not  enlarge  upon  the  reasons,  heretofore 
given,  why  I  think  I  have  been  unnecessarily 
called  upoU)  against  my  own  consent,  to  give  tes- 
timony in  this  case.  That  measure  has  been 
adopted ;  its  effect  has  been  to  bring  on  a  trial  of 
myself  upon  collateral  points,  in  the  most  injuri- 
ous form,  surprising  me  by  accusations  and  im-  ^ 
peachmenis  of  my  character,  of  which  I  could 
fcave  bad  no  previous  notice. 

Having  been  made  a  witness,  I  might  have  had 
less  ground  of  complaint  if  I  had  only  been  re- 
quired to  defend  my  general  character  for  vera- 
city ;  but  as  the  thing  now  stands  I  am  compelled 
to  defend  it  against  particular  allegations,  the  first 
notice  of  whic;^  has  been  from  the  mouths  of  the 
witnesses  summoned  against  me.    This,  I  think, 
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was  not  demaoded  by  any  material  fact  in  this 
case,  and  it  surely  can  derive  no  justifiiQation 
from  the  rules  of  common  law.  If  I  mistake  not. 
it  is  a  sound  legal  principle  thai  a  witness  shall 
neither  be  compiled  to  discredit  himself,  nor  shall 
an  adverse  party  be  permitted  to  ask  him  a  ques- 
tion with  a  view  to  discredit  him. 

Why  I  was  forced  to  'bteome  a  Witness,  I 
neither  knew,  nor  could  conjecture,  until  the 
committee  did  me  the  honor,  on  last  evening,  to 
state  to  me  (hat  it  was  in  consequence  of  my 
having  charged  Mr.  Crawford,  in  one  of  my^  six 
specific  statements,  with  having  suppressed  the 
letter' of  the  Receiver  at  £dwardsville,  mentioned 
in  my  examination  before  the  select  committee  of 
February,  1823,  and  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
what  I  knew  upon  that  subject. 

This,  I  must  insist  upon,  is  a  very  grisat  mis^ 
apprehension  on  the  part  of  the  comipittee^  and  a> 
most  injurious  one  to  me  if  it  shall  be  perse- 
vered in. 

I  do  most  positively  disclaim  ever  having  bad, 
or  now  having,  anv  mtention  to  include  that  let- 
ter in  the  charge  ot  suppressions  submitted  to  the 
investigation  of  the  committee  by  the  |iouae  of 
Representatives. 

It  is  net  reasonable  to.  suppose , that  I  could 
have  intended  to  impose  upon  myself  ah  obliga- 
tion to  produce  proot  of  the  suppression  of.  a  par- 
ticular letter,  which  the  whole  scope  of  my  ad- 
dress, and  every  fair  inference  from  it,  showed  I 
considered  it  as  my  misfortune  not  to  be  able  to 
produce. 

But  it  is  not  a  fair '^inference  from  any  thing 
expressed  in  my  address,  that  I  intended  to  in- 
clude this  letter  in  the  charge  of  suppressions. 

In  page  IS^of  that  address,  I  say,  "  it  could  have 
been  no  object  with  me  to  have  established  an 
additional  suppression  opon  him,  for,  if  time  do 
not  fair  me,  it  will  be  seeo^  before  I  am  done  with 
this  subject,  that  I  had  m  my  possession  proof, 
wboee  credibility  could  not  be  questioned,  of  his 
having  soppressed,  in  a  variety  of  other  instances, 
letters  enough,  of  a. much  more  important  charac- 
ter aafd  delicate  bearing,  for  any  purpose  that  the 
utmost  malignity  could  have  contemplated,  as 
possible  to.be  effected  by  such  means." 

H^e,  then,  is  a  dear  indication  that,  in  what  I 
should  thereafter  say,  I  did  not  intend  to  rely 
upon  that  letter,  but  others  much  mote  important, 
and  #hose  credibility  could  not  be  questioned, 
evidently  meaning  those  that  could  be  established 
by  the  documents  furnished  by  himself. 

Turning  to  the  charge  itself,  (see  address,  page 
29,)  it  is  found  to  be  expressed  in  the  following 
words,  viz :  <<  That  he  has,  in  several  instances, 
withheld  information  and  letters,  called  for  by 
the  House,  and  which  it  was  his  duty  to  have 
communicated." 

The  specifications  of  this  charge,  after  referring 
to  a  particular  case'  only,  commence  in  the  fo^ 
lowing  words,  viz ) 

*'  But  it  also  appears  that  he  and  his  ofiScers  of 
the  Treasury  I>epartment  have  not  been  able  to 
find  a  ereat  number  of  other  letters,  and  even 
some  of  his  own  official  ones,  when  required  by 


other  colls  of  the  House ;  or,  if  they  could  be  founi, 
they  were  ^uppessed.  Of  this  the  docnmenis 
furnished  by  nimself  afford  both  ab«ndant  and 
oonclusive  proof.  Many  instances  might  be  sta- 
ted \  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  I  will  allude  to  a  few 
of  them  only." 

Here,  then,  is  the  practical  €xpositi<Hi  of  the  in- 
tention indicated  in  the  13th  page  of  mv  address, 
in  regard  to  the  suppressions  on  which  i  ioteeded 
to  rely.  The  suppressions  referred  to  in  the  last 
above  recited  paragraph,  are  expressly  confined  to 
those  which  could  be  piroved  by  the  doettmeats 
furnished  by  himself,  and  of  these  a  few  only  are 
specifically  designated,  and  being  all  that  i  exhib- 
ited against  the  Secretary,  must  be  all  tliat  I  an 
bound  to  prove.  They  were  deemed  eooiig;h  for 
my  purpose,  ahd  more,  therefore,  were  not  inlead- 
ed  to  be  included. 

The  publications  under  the  signature  of  A.  R, 
transmitted  with  my  address,  are  also  refcfied  te 
for  specifications,  but  these  contain-  do  reference 
to  any  suppressions'  but  those  which  the  den- 
men  ts  establish. 

Besides  the  suppression  .of  the  Receiver's  letter, 
according  to  the  decision  of  the  committee,  whiek 
I  am  not  disposed  to  contest,  was  a  iact  wbollf 
immaterial,  since  the  description  which  I  gave  of 
it  in  my  examination,  in  February,  1823^  aitd  the 
copy  I  produced  to  the  committee,  both  pwre  that 
it  was  not  one  of  those  letters  which  the  commit- 
tee suppose  was  embraced  by  the  call  of  the  House 
upon  Mr.  Orawford. 

For  these,  and  the  reasons  I  have  heretofore  bad 
the  honor  to  submit  to  the  committee.  I  not  only 
think  the  testimony  I  am  about. to  asx  for,  ooght 
not  to  be  considered  necessary  in  the  present  in- 
vestigation, but,  that  my  own  testimony,  and  all 
that  which  has  already  been  takenr  in  reprd  to 
the  publications  of  A.  d.  ought  to  be  rqccted. 
Understanding,  however,  tha^  the  coaimittee  in- 
tend to  publish  all  the  testimony  that  has  beea 
taken  against  me,  and  believing  that  its  publica- 
tion, under  the  sanction  of  the  commitiee,  will  be 
calculated  to  do  me  essential  injury,  and  great  in- 
justice, without  further  testimony  on  ray  part,  I 
feel  compelled  to  ask  that  Samnd  D.  Loekwood, 
Esq.,  Receiver  at  Rdwardsviile,  and  Thomas  Lip- 
pincott.  Esq.,  of  the  same  place,  and  all  the  Sen- 
ators ot  the  United  States,  maybe  sommoaed; 
the  two  former  to  support  my  testimony,  and  the 
latter  to  give  testimony  to  oppose  that  which  has 
been  ffiven  against  me,  in  relation  to  an  alleged 
denial  of  my  authorship  of  the  A.  B.  pnblieaUoas. 
and  I  renew  my  application  for  the  examinaiioa 
of  Mr.  Crawford. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 


Remarki  wbmkted  by  Mr.  FonytJL 

When,  on  the  16th  June,  a  question  was  pro- 
posed to  Colonel  Benton,  touching  the  ^eacrtt 
character  of  Ninian  Edwards^  with  a  view  to 
show  him  unworthy  of  belief,  the  committee  said, 
that  if  that  question  was  pressed,  and  the  opposite 
party  asked  for  a  delay  to  enable  him  to  procure 
testimony  to  defend  bis  character,  it  would  be 
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ranted ;  and,  as  Mr.  Cook/nctioff  for  Mr.  Edwards, 
istioctly  stated  th^c  he  should  want  testimony 
om  the  Western  country,  to  avoid  further  delay 
le  question  was  waived.  The  committee  now 
ly,  that  certain  papers  brought  from  Edwards- 
ille,  to  be  used  as  evidence  by  Nihian  Edwards, 
re  not  duly  authenticated ;  and,^^  they  are  deemed 
y  him  important,  unless  they  are  admitted  as 
ridence,  trme  will  be  allowed  to  enable  him  to 
rocure  a  proper  authentication  of  them.  With 
le  same  motive  that  prevented  the  (question  pro- 
osed  to  Colonel  Benton  from  being  -pressed,  a 
ODsent  is  nb^  given  that  these  papers  shouhl  be 
iceived.  But  it  is  proper  that  the  eheracter  of 
lese  papers,  the  motives  for  pro^lucing  them,  and 
II  the  testimony  relating  to  them,  should  he 
lamined. 

The  papers  to  which  this  consent  applies,  are 
ve  in  number ;  to  each  of  which  is  attached  an 
ffidavit  of  Thomas  Lippincott,  taken  before  a 
istice  of  the  peace,  viz.,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
fr.  Crawford  to  the  Receiver  of  Edwardsville, 
f  the  6lh  of  August,  1819.  2d.  A  copy  of  a  let- 
?r  from  Mr.  Crawford,  of  the  1st  of  rvovember, 
819,  to  the  Eeceiver.  3d.  A  copy -of  a  paper 
irhich  w»s  fokled  in  xhe  letter  of  the  1st  of  No- 
ember.  4th.  A  copy  of  a  paper  dated  the  ISth 
)ctober,  1819,  neither  directed  nor  signed,  but 
led  away,  and  endorsed  with  these  words:  ''copy 
)  the  Treasury  Department,  October,  1819."  5th. 
'opy  of  a  letter  of  22d  October,  1819,  signed  by 
!ie  Receiver  of  Edwardsville,  and  directed  to  the 
•ecretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  first  and  second 
t'  these  papers  were  communicated  to  the  com- 
tittee  by  the  Secretary ;  the  others  aie  not  offi- 
ially  certified  by  the  officer  whose  business  and 
uty  it  is  to  authenticate  copies  of  the  papers 
[hich  belong  to  his  office.  The  affidavit  of  Lip- 
iDcott  has  been  preferred  by  Mr.  Edwards  to  the 
£cial  certificate;' and  he,  it  is  presniiied,  was 
srfectly  aware  that  such  an  affidavit  was  insuffir 
ent  to  oiake  the  copy  to  which  it  might  be  at- 
ched  evidence.  Tne  testimonf  of  Lippincott 
as  preferred  also  to  that  of  a  pers^  (Oswald 
*uan)  who  preceded  Mr.  Edwards  to  Washing-* 
»D,  and  who  might  have  testified,  after  elamin- 
ig  the  copies  and  originals,  tliat  the  copies  pro- 
aced  were  copies  of  papers  in  the  o£G^  of  the 
receiver  of  Edwardsville.  This  preference  was 
bviously  given,  that  the  affidavits  might  show  in 
hose  handwriting  the  papers  in  the  office  were 
rltten.  The  handwritmg  of  each  is  shown  by 
fippineott,  except  the  paper  with  the  date  of  Oe- 
iber  12, 1819..  By  the  testimonjr  of  Ninian  Ed- 
'ards,  given  most  reluctantly,  it  is  now  known 
lat  that  paper  is  his  own  work,  a  fact  obviously 
1  tended  to  be  concealed,  and  to  which  cooceai- 
lent  Lippincott  lent  himself,  if  he  was,  as  it  is 
resumed  he  was,  acquainted,  with  Mr.  Edwards's 
and  writing.  Even  were  he  not  acquainted  with 
,  it  will  be  seen  by  the  affidavits  (hat  this  paper 
( the  only  one  the  handwriting  of  the  original  of 
rhich  the  affidavit  attached  to  it  does  not  go  to 
scertain.  The  origioal  letter  of  the  1st  of  No- 
ember  is  said  to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr. 
Irawford  -,  that  of  the  6th  of  August,  of  a  derk^ 


and  signed  by  Mr.  Crawford  ;  the  paper  folded  in 
the  letter  of  the<  1st  of  November,  in  the  same 
handwriting  as  the  letter  of  Mr.  Crawford  of  the 
6th  of  August ;  the  letter  signed  by  Mr.  Stepheoi* 
SOD,  of  the  22d  of  October,  m  the  handwriting  of 
Mr.  Stephenson.  The  explanation  of  this  differ* 
ence  in  the  affidavit,  is  found  i)i  the  fact  disclosed 
by  Mr.  Edwards,  that  the  parper  from  which  that 
now  offered  was  copied,  was  the  work  of  his  own 
hand.  The  affidavit  of  Lippincott,  that  the  copj 
offered  is  a  true  copy  of  that  pap^r  now  on  file,  is 
contradicted  by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Edwards. 
There  is  an  underscoring  in  the  £opy,  and  in  the 
original  none.  Mr.  EdMrards,  althongh  he  nev«r 
remembers  to  have  seen  the  underscoring  until 
l^e  saw  it  before  the  committee,  states,  that  before 
the  affidavit  was  affixed,  he  or  Lippincott  must 
have  underscored  a  particiJdar  part  of  it ;  wtich 
underscoring,  making  emphatic  a  particular  sen- 
tence, brought  the  copy  somewhat  nearer  than 
the  original  to  the  description  given  by  Mr.  Ed* 
ward*,  in  his  affidavit  of  1828,  of  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Stephenson.  The  oath  of  Mr.  Edwards  was, 
that  the  purpose  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  in  writing 
the  letter,  was  to  enclose  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Edwards  of  the  13th  of  September,  1819,  and  that 
he  (Mr.  E.)  prevailed  on  himr  to  write  iu  The 
letter  produced,  refers  to.  the  publication  as  en- 
closed, but  does  it  incidentally,  as  a' circumstance 
of  no  particular  importance ;  and  the  agencf  Mr. 
Edwards  alleged  he  had  in  procuring  it  t()  be 
written,  is  not  stated ;  nor  is  there  any  allusion  to 
the  advice  he  diklares  he  gaye  to  Mr.  Stephenson 
to  withhold  all  further  deposites  until  be  received^ 
the  order  of  the  Secretary.  Mr.  Edwards  now 
states  that  this  advice  was  given  to  prevent,  .not 
immediate,  but .  future  remote  danger,  while  the 
paper  produced  bv  him,  as  the  copy  of  that  letter 
written  by  himself  btates,  as  from  the  Receiver, 
that  '*  he  would  not  wish  to  risk  the  responsibility 
of  makioff  the  deposites  in  the  bank  until  after 
the  first  of  January  next,  1820,  without  your  ifi- 
struciions,  given  upon  a  knowledge  of  the.£acts 
above  disclosed  f  of  which  facts  the  course  Mr. 
Edwards  was  disposed  to  pursue,  was  one  the 
least  important  in  its  character. 

The  peculiar -manner  in  which  the  affidavit  is 
drawn,  deserves  notice.  Tfaepaper  now  product 
is  intended  to  prove  that  Mr.  Stephenson  wrote 
the  letter  in  1819,  described  by  Mr.  Edwards, 
and  that  he  gave  the  advice  he  stated  he  gave 
to  Mr.  Stephenson,  and,  as  presumptive  evidence 
that  his  publication,  and  this  letter,  were  sent 
to  the  Secretary  oi  the  Treasury.  For  these 
purposes  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  appear  that 
the  original,  from  which  it  is  copied,  should  have 
been  always  in  the  office  of  the  Receiver  since 
1819.  and  was  obviously  preserved  as  an  official 
document.  While  the  others  are  in  ordinary  form, 
the  affidavit'  of  Ltppiiicott,  on  this  paper,  is  of 
studied  and  singular  phraseologv :  "  that  the 
original  was  found  by  him  on  the  nles  of  official 
letters,  appertaining  to,  and  now  in,,  the  Receiv- 
ers's  office  at  fidwaidsville;"  a  phraseology  which 
implies  that  the  deponent  knew  that  the  files  of 
official  letters  in  which  he  found  the  original  pa- 
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p^r,  although  beloDging  to,  had  been  <mt  of^  the 
Receiver's  office ;  a  fact  totally  destructive  of  all 
the  presumptions  arising  from  the  finding  of  the 
paper  on  the  files'  of  the  official  letters  io  the  of- 
fice. This  paper  of  the  12th  of  October,  it  is 
shown  by  Mr.  Edwards,  i&  not  on  the  letter-Vook 
of  1819,  in  which  it  would  have  been  the  duty  of 
Mir.  Stephenson  to  have  recorded  it,  had  it  been 
sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  But  there 
is  something  written  upon  it  by  the  Receiver. 
The  affidavit  is  on  this  point,  also,  equivocal. 
The  paper  was  found  by  the  deponent  on  the  files 
of  omciai  letters  appertaining  to,  and  noto  in,  the 
Receiver's  office  at  Ed  wards  vi  lie,  %nd  endorsed 
or  filed  in  the  handwriting  of  the  Receiver  of 
Public  Moneys,  as  follows":  "  Copy  to  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  October  1819."  No  punishment 
could  be  inflicted  for  this  statement  as  false,  if  the 
paper  is  not  endorsed,  provided  the>  alternative 
that  it  is  filed  is  true.  It  is  filed  if  the  paper  was 
enclosed  in  a  separate  envelope,  with  ihe  words 
upon  it  in  the  Receiver's  handwriting;  but,  if  the 
Receiver's  handwriting  is  not  on  the  paper  itself, 
the  only  presumption  in  its  favor  arises  from  its 
being  found  among  papers  appertaining- to^  and  now 
tn,  the  office. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  pursue  this  inquiry  further. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Trea^iury  could  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  conversation  or  the  acis  bf  Mr. 
Edwards  and  Mr.  Stephenson  in  Edwardsville  in 
1819,  nor  has  he  expressed  either  belief  or  opinion 
respecting  them.  What  was  officially  known  to 
him  he  has  communipaied.  For  tlie  correctness 
of  that  knowledge  only  is  he  solicitous.  Nor 
would  this  scrutiny  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
paper  datefl  12th  of  October,  1819,  be  made,  if  Mr. 
Edwards  had  contented  himself  with  thejiroduc- 
tion  of  it  in  explanation  of  his  oath  of  1823,  ^d 
his  justification  of  that  part  of  it  which  depended 
upon  his  own  knowledge.  It  is,  however,  now 
produced  as  presumptive  evidence  -that  the  copy 
of  it  was  received  by  the  Secretary ;  and  Mr.  Ed* 
waris  sought  for  the  answer  in  the  office  of  the 
Receiver,  and  has  now  sworn  that  he  believes 
the  letter  of  Che  Secretary,  of  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, 1816,  is  the  letter  written  after  the  recep- 
tion of  that  of  the  12th  of  October,  to  direct  the 
Receiver  to  continue  the  deposites  in  the  Bank 
of  Edwardsviile.  The  letter  of  the  1st  of  No- 
vember makes  no  allusion  to  such  letter ;  it  is  not 
a  direction  to  continue  the  deposites ;  it  is  the  de- 
termination of  the  Secretary  that  the  course  ai- 
leeed  in  the  letter  of  Lucy  Stephenson  of  the  18(h 
of  September,  which  letter  it  now  appears  was 
also  the  work  of  Mr.  Edwards,  for  the  detention 
of  the  public  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  R^ceiver^ 
did  not  aitthorize  that  detention. 

Since  Mr.  Edwards  has  produced  the  paper 
purporting  to  be  dated  on  the  12th  October,  1819, 
it  has  been  shown  thai  it  was  impossible  that  the 
letter  of  the  1st  November  should  have  been  the 
answer' to  it,  or  written  in-conseqiience  of  it  By 
the  mail  arrangements  of  1819,  prevailing  until 
the  16th  November  of  that  year,  as  shown  by  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Bradley  before  the  Comtnitfee, 
it  required  twenty  days  to  transmit  a  letter  from 


Washington  to  ESdwArdsville,  and  a  longer  time 
to  transmit  a  letter  from  Edwardsville  to  Wash- 
ington. Theoriginal  accounts  of  the  Postmaster 
of  Edwardsviile,  taken  ^rom  the  Comptroller's 
.office,  and  of  which  an  extract  is  before  the  Com- 
mixtee,  show  that  no  mail  left  Edwardsviile  for 
Washington  from  the  9Ch  October  antit  the  I6tk 
of  that  mduth.  More  than  twenty  days  fr6m  the 
16th  of  October  reaches, beyond  thd  4th  Novem- 
ber. The  letter  of  the  Ist  November  was  there- 
fore jwritten  before  it  was  possible  for  the  letter  of 
the  12th  October,  1819,  (if  such  had  been  written 
at  Edwardsviile,)  to  reach  Washington.  Admit- 
ting the  impossibility  that  this  should  be  other* 
wisCjMr^  Ed  wards  seeks  to  avoid  the  effect  of  this 
admission,  by  declaring  on  oath  his  belief  that 
the  letter  of  the  1st  November  was  not  written  or 
sent  before  that  of  th^  12th  Octo5er  was  receiTed. 
Either,  therefore,  the  letter  was  fraudulently  ante- 
dated or  retained  until  the  arrival  bf  that  docu- 
ment. To  find  a  cdlorable  pretext  for  this  belief, 
Mr.  Edwards  (as  the  Committee  will  recoUect) 
turned  to  the  original  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  1st  of  November^  to  the  Casb- 
ier  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsviile,  brought  by  BIr. 
Edwards  from  that  place,  which  enclosed  a  copy 
of  the  letter  of  the -same  date  to  the  Receiver, 
in  arder  to  ascertain  the  postmark  up6a  h;  and 
succeeded  in  persuading  hhnself  that  there  was 
the  figure  8  in  the  postmark.  A  derk  of  the  post 
ofl^ce  (Mr.  Sweeny) 'wa$  sent^for  by  one  of  the 
Committee,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  but  Mr.  Edwards  de- 
clined examining  him.  Mr.  Sweeny,  however, 
was  examined ;  and  the  postmark  was  ascertained 
to  pe  the  9d  of  a  month  which  could  not  be  Hsutk" 
guished.  This  postmark, If  of  November,  was 
on  the^original  letter  before  the  letter  of  the  12th 
October  could  have  reached  Washington.  On 
the  19th  June,  after  a  deliberation  of  three  days, 
Mr.' Edwards  amended  his  own  testimony,  and 
then  declared  that  it  wa«  possible  the  letter  of  the 
12lh  October  might*  have  arrived  here  in  time  to 
be  answered  by  one  of  the  1st  November,  hecaose 
it  might  have  been  carried  by  a  private  coovef- 
ance  to  Louisville,  from  whence  itcddld  liave 
been  brought  by  mail  within  the  required  time. 
In  making  this  amendment  to  bis  former  answer, 
Mr.  Edwards  appears  to  have  forgotten  how  much 
he  had  previous! v  said  of  the  safety  of  the  mail, 
and  the  improbability  that  any  thins  committed 
to  it  should  have  miscarried ;  and  that  Mr.  Ste- 
phenson could  not  have  felt  so  much  anxiety  to 
despatch  a  paper  which  it  had  required  Mr.  Ed- 
wardsV  influence  to  prevail  on  him  to  write,  as  to 
seek  unusual  means  of  hurrying  it  oil  by  a  mode  of 
conveyance  never  before,  or.  after  used  by  him 
for  the'coaveyance  of  his  official  letters  to  the 
Department. 

Mr.  Edwards,  however,  has  asserted  that  Mr. 
Crawford's  letter  of  the  20th  of  April,  1820,  was 
possibly  the  answer  to  the  oriex>f  the  12th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1819.  .  In  making  this  assertion,  on  oath, 
Mr.  Edwards  has  not  recollected  the  stress  be 
lays  upon  the  circumstance  of  the  deposites  hav- 
ing been  withheld  till  the  31st  of  December,  1819, 
as  proof  that  be  had  adviaed  the  Receirer  to  with- 
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old  the  defK)sites ;  aa  eyideDce  that  the  Receiver 
id  write  to  Mr.  Crawibrd  the  letter  of  the  12th 
)ctober,  and  that  that  letter  was  answered ;  that, 
1  coDsequence  of  that  answer,  the  large  sum  of 
(8,191  was  paid  into  the  bank.  In  laying vjthis 
tress  upon  the  withholding  of  the  deposites,  as 
ridenee  that  Mr.  Stephenson  was  acting  by  his 
dvice,  he  had  forgotten  that  he  knew  (having 
rritten  Lacy  Stephenson's  letter  of  the  ISth  Sep- 
iinber,  1819)  that  the  deposites  had  been  witn- 
eld  for  months  before  he  gave  the  advice,  of  the 
iving  of  which,  that  withhokiin^  is  afterwards 
onsidered  as  satisfactory  proof.  Without  weigh- 
]g  the  ingenious  ^uppositiona  made  under  oath, 
funded  upon  a  paper  not  proved  to  have  been 
pen  by  the  Receiver,  diflering  from  his  official 
irections  and  yet  probably  influencing  him  to  do 
^hat  he  did  not  do^^withhold  the  mposites — it 
rill  be  sufficiently  apparent  ih^t  a  letter  of  the 
0th  April,  1820,  could  not  be  the  cause  of  depos- 
es made  in  December,  1819,  and  January  and 
'ebruary,  1820;  in  all  which  months,  notwith* 
landing  the  advice  Mr.  Edwards  has  sworn  he 
ave  ihe  Receiver,  deposites  were  made  by  that 
fficer,  as  appears  by  his  accounts  in  the  hands  of 
be  Committee,  among  the  documents  accompa- 
^ing  the  Secretary's  communication.  The  letter 
f  the  20th  of  April  is  written,  as  appears  on  the 
ice  of  it,  in  consequence  of  the  deposites  of  pub- 
c  money  having  been  partially  made.  In  the 
leceiver^s  office  at  Edwardsville,  has  been  fotind 
0  letter  answering  the  description  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, in  his  testimony  in  1823,  or  which  could 
ave  beea  an  answer  to  the  paper  of  which  the 
9py  is  now  produced.  Mr.  Edwards  has  stated 
lat  he  searched  the  office  with  the  special  object 
r  discovering  such  a  document,  and  that,  except 
^hat  he  has  produced,  none  such  is  to  be  found. 

It  is  thereiore  respectfully  submitted — 

That  the  paper  in  the  haodwritins  of  Mr.  Ed* 
^ards  found  on  the  files  of  official  Tetters  apper- 
lining  to  and  now  in  the  Receiver's  office,  is  evi* 
enee  only  that  Mr.  Edwards  wrote  such  a  letter : 

That  it  is  not  official,  although  filed  in  the  hand- 
writing of  the  Receiver ;  as  it  is  not  in  his  hand- 
siting,  nor  in  that  of  any  person  employed  in  his 
ffice,  and  is  not  recorded  in  his  letter-book : 

That  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  Receiver 
vex  carried  or  sent  a  copv  of  it  from  his  office: 

That  sQch  letter  never  nas  been  received  at  the 
'reasury  Department ;  that  no  answer  is  in  the 
Veasury  Department,  or  Receiver's  office  at  Ed- 
wardsville, or  was  eter  written  to  such  letter. 

Mr.  Edwards  having  declared,  in  his  last  ad- 
ress  to  the  committee,  delivered  on  the  19th  of 
une,  that  he  had  made  no  charge  against  the 
Secretary,  .of  suppressing  the  alleged  correspond- 
Dce  withtMr.  Stephenson,  to  which  his  oath  of 
823  refers,  it  might  appear  superfluous  to  trouble 
iie  committee  with  these,  reroarksw  But,  on  the 
ery  day  that  Mr.  Edwards  presented  this  dis- 
laimer,  the  alteration  in  his  testimony,  heretofore 
aeDtioned,  was  made;  and  made,  too,  after  the 
isclaimer  was  prepared  and  delivered.  The  con- 
iction,  therefore,  is,  that  Mr.  Edwards  seeks  to 
^ave  the  stain  of  this  charge  on  the  Secretary, 
18th  Con.  1st  SEsa.~92 


while  he  intends  to  avoid,  if  he  can,  the  responai- 
biliiy  of  having  made  it,  and  seeks  to  procure  for 
his  own  testimony,  which  is  the  only  testimony 
in  support  of  it,  a  degree  of  respect  to  which  it.ia 
not  entitle.  With  this  view  of  his  intention,  it 
will  not  be  deemed  improper  to  examine  what  has 
been  said  and  attempted  by  Mr.  Edwards  on  the 
subject. 

In  1623,  Mr.  Edwards  declared,  on  oath,  to  the 
committee  of  Congress,  that  he  was  very  much 
surprised  that  this  correspondence  (meaning  the 
allied  letter  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  of  12th  October, 
and  the  alleged  answer,)  was  not  communicated 
bjr  the^ Secretary,  under  resolutions  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  the  9th  January  and  12th 
March,  1822,  caliipg  for  certain  correspondence 
between  the  Treasury  Department  and  sundry- 
banks. 

la  his  address  to  the  House,  on  the  6th  of  April 
last,  he  says :  <^  Believing,  as  I  call  my  God  to 
witness  I  sincerely  and  confidently  do,  that  Mr. 
Crawford  did  receive  the  letter  mentioned  in  the 
above  report,  and  that  it  is  now  in  his  possession, 
or  has  been  purposely  destroyed-.-"  In  the  same 
address,  he  infers  that,  if  this  letter  was  not  an* 
swered,  Mr.  Crawford  being  for  some  cause  or- 
other  unwilling  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  it^ 
"  contriv^ed  to  give  the  directions  (to  continue  the 
deposites)  under  some  other  form  or  pretext  thaa 
that  of  a  direct  answer  to  it." 

In  his  replication,  presented  to  the  committee 
since  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  whole  pages 
are  occupied  by  an  argument  to  show  that  the 
alleged  letter  of  the  12th  October  was  sent,  was 
received,  and  was  answered.  AH  the  officers  ia 
the  Secretary's  office  were  called,  as  witnesses,  to 

Erove  that  the  letter  had  been  received  in  1819,  or 
ad  been  found  since  the  Secretary's  report,  of 
22d  March,  1824 ;  and  that  the  Secretary  had  pur- 
posely delayed  making  that  report  until  Mr.  Ed- 
wards was  about  to  leave  Washington.  In  all  of 
which,  the  testimony  adduced  was  conclusivei 
that  neither  the  charge  itself,  nor  either  of  the  in- 
cidents alleged  ia  aggravation  of  it  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, was  true. 

Mr.  Edwards  argues,  too,  in  his  replication,  that 
the  Edwardsville  Receiver's  letter  ought,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Crawford's  own  view  of  the  suhiect, 
to  nave  been  communicated  to  the  House  of  Rep< 
resentatSves,  under  thebeforementioned  resolutions, 
'  because  one  other  Receiver's  letter  (the  Receiver 
at  St.  Louis)  had  been  communicated  with  his  re- 
port of  the i  omitting  to  remember  that  this 

was  communicated  under  a  call  requiring  all  the 
correspondence  in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  Missouri, 
which  made  it  his  duty  to  transmit  all  letters  re- 
specting that  bank,  from  whomsoever  received. 

In  his  testimony,  now  taken  before  the  commit- 
tee, Mr.  Edwards  declares  he  believes  that,  in 
1819,  the  Secretary  might  have  conceived  the 
idea  of  concealing  the  letter  of  Mr.  Stephenson, 
if  it  had  been  received,  to  screen  himself  from 
responsibility,  if  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville  after- 
wards failed,  an  event  which,  although  he  did  not 
anticipate^  he  might  have  apprehended.  In  the 
same  testimony,  when  compelled  to  admit  that  a 
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letter  could  not  have  arrived,  by  mail,  from  tl^e 
16lh  of  October  to  the  Ist  of  November,  1819,  he 
added,  to  that  admission,  an  insinuation,  on  oath, 
that  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  was  antedated,  or 
retained,  until  the  arrival  of  the  alleged  letter  of 
the  12th  October,  1819.  After  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Sweeny  was  given,  instead  of  disavowing 
this  insinuation,  he  was  silent,  and,  three  days 
afterwards,  adds  to  that  part  of  his  testimony  that 
from  whicn  it  might  be  inferred  that  the  letter  of 
the  12th.  of  Octo^r  was  sent,  bv  private  eonvev- 
ance,  to  Louisville,  and  thence,  oy  mail, to  Wasn* 
iogton. 

All  these  declarations,  and  the  publication  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  at  Louisville,  in  which  he  asserts 
that  he  has  the  most  irresistible  proof  that  the  Re- 
ceiver at  Edwardsville  did  write  the  letter  men- 
tioned in  his  examination,  and  that  Mr.  Crawford 
did  write  a  letter  to  the  Receiver,  directing  him  to 
eontinue  the  deposites  in  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
ville, make  it  necessary  that  it  should  be  distinctly 
brought  before  the  oommittee.  That  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, in  different  parts  of  his  testimony,  contra- 
dicts himself  J  that  nis  testimony  of  1823  does  not 
agree  with  the  testimony  taken  before  the  present 
committee ;  that  his  statements,  in  his  addresses  to 
the  committee,  are  contradictory  to  each  other; 
tjiat  his  statements,  now  given  on  oath,  show  that 
the  impressions  which  his  addresses  were  intended 
to  make,  were  as  he  knew,  unfounded ;  that  he 
Toiontarily  declared,  in  the  most  emphatic  man- 
ner, to  different  persons,  that  he  was  not  thd 
author  of  various  publications  against  the  Secre- 
tary, which  he  now  acknowledges  to  have  written  ; 
and  finally,  that  he  was,  as  admitted  by  himself,  a 

E arty  to  a  material  alteration  in  a  paper,  produced 
y  himself,  purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  a  paper 
appertaining  to,  and  now  in  the  Receiver's  Office, 
at  Edwardsville;  an  alteration,  the  obvious  effect 
of  which  was  to  deceive  the  committee  and  the 
public,  as  to  the  character  of  the  original,  from 
which  the  copy  was  taken. 

It  is,  therefore,  respectfully  submitted,  tbat  noth- 
ing, affectinff  the  Secretary,  and  depending  upon 
the  oath  of  Mr.  Edwards,  can  be  taken  as  proved. 


Hon.  John  Floyo,  Chairman,  ^ 

Unprepared,  at  present,  to  defend  myself  against 
the  testimony  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Noble,  by  which 
I  have  been  perfectly  surprised,  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  look  to  a  future  period  for  that  purpose. 
Lest,  however,  some  erroneous  inferences  to  my 
prejudice  may  be  drawn  from  the  want  of  a  for- 
mal defence  on  this  subject  before  the  Committee, 
I  do  most  solemnly  declare  before  God  and  my 
country,  that,  in  the  conversation  which  Mr. 
Noble  states  to  have  passed  between  him  and  my- 
aelf,  whensoever  or  wneresoever^ny  part  of  it  may 
have  happened,  he  must,  at  least,  have  greatly  mis- 


understood me,  both  in  regard  to  the  A.  B.  publi- 
cations, and  to  Mr.  Crawford ;  and  that,  if  the  coa- 
versation  alliided  to,  or  any  part  of  it,  happened, 
as  he  says  it  did,  in  his  own  room,  it  most  have 
been  after  my  nomination  was  coafirmed  by  the 
Senate. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  Mr.  Noble,  diadaim- 
ing  all  party  considerations,  -had  professed  to  be 
my  friend,  and  had  taken  ''an  active  part"  in 
favor  of  the.  confirmation  of  my  nomination ;  of 
which,  he  proves,  I  was  well  apprized.  It  would, 
therefore,  nave  been  most  extraordinary,  that  I 
should  haventhought  it  necessary  to  have  made 
such  statements  to  him,  -by  which  nothins  was  to 
be  gained,  and  that  I  should  have  touliy  forborne 
to  make  them  to  any  mother  Senator. 

Nor  can  it  be  considered  less  strange,  if  those 
statements  were  made  to  him  during  the  pendencf 
of  my  nomination,  that  be,  with  all  his  zeal  in  017 
favor,  and  acting  in  direct  opposition  to  the  wishes 
of  his  political  friends,  should  never,  either  witk 
a  view  to  aid  me,  or  to  justify  himself,  have  giTca 
the  slightest  intimation  of  such  conrersatioo  es 
he  represents  to  have  passed  between  us,  to  apj 
one  or  those  gentlemen  whom  it  was  caicolated  to 
conciliate,  and  from  whom  opposition  was  ex- 
pected. 

As  to  the  conversation  he  mentions  in  rcyard  to 
Mr.  Crawford,  it  alludes  to  some  facts  which  hap- 
pened before  I  became  a  member  of  Congress,  and 
of  which  I  had  no  knowledge  until  since  the  com- 
pnencement  of  the  present  controversy. 

The  verv  professions  of  eratKude  which  he  says 
I  made  to  him,  would  appfy  with  much  more  force 
and  propriety  to  a  period  after,  than  befcre,  the 
confirmation  t>f  my  nomination ;  and,  from  tbe 
nature  of  the  case,  they  would  seem  to  have  been 
predicated  upon  a  disinterestedness  on  his  part, 
which  was  the  more  highly  appreciated,  because 
it  overlooked  the  circumstances  of  his  friendship 
and  my  hostility  to  Mr.  Crawford,  which  is  at 
war  with  the  whole  statement  he  has  made,  coo- 
cerning  my  opinion  of  the  conduct  of.that  geatie- 
man. 

That  Mr.  {ifoble  may  have  misanderslood  me,  I 
will  not  attempt  to  gainsay.  But,  as  I  hope  for 
future  happiness,  I  never  did  intend  to  have  ex- 
pressed myself  to  him,  or  any  other  person,  so  as 
to  have  conveyed  the  opinion  and  sentiments 
which  he  has  imputed  to  me ;  nor  can  I  account, 
by  any  thing  within  my  own  knowledge,  for  suck 
great  misapprehensions. 

My  object,  however,  is  not  now  to  present  an 
argument  upon  the  case,  but  simply  to  reqaest  tbc 
committee  to  accept  of  this  as  my  denial  of  Mr. 
Noble's  testimony,  and  to  have  it  printed  with  nf 
other  communications  to  the  comoiittee. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 
JuNB  91,  1824. 
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TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  EIGHTEENTH  CONGRESS. 

[FJR8T    SESSION.] 

COMPfilSING  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  DOCUMENTS  ORIGINATING  DURING  THAT  CON. 

GRE88,  AND  THl^  PUBLIC  ACTS  PASSED  BT  IT. 


CONDITION    AND     PROSPECTS    OF     THE 

GREEKS. 

[Commonicated  to  the  House,  December  31, 1823.] 

To  the  Hou9e  cf  Repreaentaiwes  of  ihe  United  St<Ui$ : 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representa  tires  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  With  accom- 
psD^ing  documents,  COD  taming  the  information  re- 
quested by  the  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  19th 
instant,  relating  to  the  condition  and  future  pros- 
pects of  the  Greeks. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  Deembtr  31, 1823. 


Depabtment  op  State, 

WaahimgUm^  Dec.  31  j  .1823. 

The  Secretary  6f  State,  to  whom  has  been 
referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
&tives  of  the  United  States,  of  the  19th  instant, 
-equesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
ay  before  the  House  any  information  he  may 
lare  received,  and  which  he  may  not  deem '  it 
m proper  to  communicate,  relating  to  the  con- 
lition  and  future  prospects  of  the  Greeks,  has  the 
lonor  of  reporting  to  the  President  the  papers  in 
he  possession  of  this  Department,  containing  the 
n formation  requested  by  the  resolution  of  the 
3oase. 

JOHN  €IUINCY  ADAMS. 


LIST  OF  PAPERS   SENT. 

Sxtract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Forsyth  tb  Mr. 

Adams,  dated  Idth  December,  1822^with 
4ote,  dated  Corinth,  8lh  [20th]  April,  1822— 

translation, 
il'ote,  Mr.  Luriottis  to  Don  E?aristo  San  Miguel, 

dated  21st  Noyettiber,  1822— translation. 
ilr.  Rush  to  Mr.  Adams,  24th  February,  1823— 

copy- 
Ir.  Luriottis  to  same,        20th  do. 

copy, 
f  r.  Adams  to  Mr.  Rush,  18th  August, 

copy, 
iame  te  Mr.  Luriottis,      18ch  do. 

copy. 


do- 
do— 
do— 


Extract  of  a  letter  to  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Marseilles,  6th  August,  lS23. 
Extract  of  a  letter  to  Secretary  of  Btate,  dated 

Marseilles,  27th  August,  1823. 
Statistical  table  of  Greece — translation-^-original 

copy  receired  from  Mr.  Middletoa. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  fro/m  Mr.  Forepth  to  the  Beerda^ 
of  StcUe,  dated  Madrid^  December  13,  1822. 

'^  The  Greeks  have  an  as^nt  in  this  Peninsula 
Luriottis.  He  was  here  a  tortnight,  asking  aid-  of 
money,  which  be  did  not  receive.  Indeed,  he 
led  this,  disgusted  with  the  coldness  with  which 
he  was  treated  by  San  Miguel.  He  has  gone  to 
Lisbon,  with  sanguine  hopes  of  meeting,- if  toot 
aid,  at  least  kinder  treatment.  (  enclose  to  yoii 
copies  Nos.  1  and  2  of  an  ofiiicial  statement,  made 
for  him  in  April: last  by  his  Gk>verhnient,  of  the 
state  of  their  afiairs^nd  of  his  ktter  to  the  Span* 
ish  Government.  We  have  favorable  news  from 
the  Greeks,  from  various  sources.  The  Albanians 
are  now  their  allies ;  they  have  again  been  success* 
ful,  by  sea.  against  the  Turks,  and  the  best  hopes 
of  their  ultimate  and  complete  triuinph  are  en- 
tertained. 


[translation.] 


'Department  of  Foreign  Aff|irs — No.  66,of  the  protocol. 
ViemofthejpremU9taUofOreeo$. 

The  moat  cruel  of  tyrannies,  of  exactions  with- 
out number,  induced  the  Greeln  to  a  just  revolt. 
Their  first  operations  were  attended  with  some 
successes,  which  were  of  very  little  consequence, 
owing  to  the  want  of  union  among  themselves. 
Some  particular  governments  were  established, 
but  they  did  not  answer  the  purpose  which  was 
intended.  Then  the  deputies  of  the  nation  were 
called  together  at  Epidamus,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  an  Organic  law.  This  assembly,  of 
which  Prince  Mavrocordato' was  President,  after 
a  month  of  deliberations,  fixed  the  mode  of  a  pro- 
visional government,  the  duration  of  which  was 
to  be  one  year. 

After  the  dissolution  of  this  assembljTy  the  Gov- 
ernment which  had  been  formed  in  it  was  pro- 
claimed, and  recognised  in  the  Islands,  the  Pelo- 
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poDoesus,  and  the  Continent.  The  people  beio^ 
satisfied,  submitted -with  joy  to  its  decisions,  and 
order  and  justice  succeeded  to  Yiolefice  aiMl 
anarchy. 

The  authority  of  this  Goyernment  acquires, 
every  day,  new  strength,  and  it  may  be  hoped 
that,  soon,  Greece,  regenerated  by  the  benefits  uf 
a  wise  and  paternal  administration,  wilt  show 
herself  worthy  of  its  independence. 

By  the  efibrts  of  its  defenders,  the  Peloponnetus 
will  be  no  more  polluted  by  the  presence  of  its  op- 
pressors. Four  fqrtresses,  Patras,  Coron,  Modon, 
Napoli  de  Romani,  only  remain  in  the  power  of 
the  Turks ;  and  the  hpor  of  thar  fall  api^roacbes* 
NapoU  de  Romani  is  about  to  follow  the  example 
of  Corinth,  which  surrendered  at  discretion,  and 
the  other  places  are  about  to  be  entirely  deprived 
of  provisions  and  munitions,  by  the  flight  of  the 
Turkish  fleet.  This  fleet  having  left  the  Dar- 
danelles, in  the  month  of  February,  was  favored 
by  the  winds,  which  prevented  their  passage  of 
the  Archipelago  from  being  disputeo.  But  at 
Navarino  the  Greeks,  seconded  by  the  ability  of 
Genesal  Lenormand,  and  by  the  courage  of  some 
European  officers,  who  were  shut  up  there,  ren- 
dered tiie  projects  upon  that  place  abortive;  this, 
doubtless,  compelled  it  to  go  against  Patras,  ana 
there  effect  the  landiqg  of  the  troops,  which  it  had 
on  board:  It  was  after  this  operation  that  it  was 
eneoantered  by  the  naval  forces  of  the  Gkeeks. 
The  Turkish  fleet,  beaten,  pursued,  and  entirely 
dispersed,  was  obliged  to  seek  refuge  towards  the 
coast  of  Bgypt,  where  it  was  surprised  by  a  tern* 
pest,  in  which  it  lost  four  frigates  and  two  brigs. 
All  the  crews  of  these  ships,  and  the  commander 
of  the  squadron.  IsmAel  Gibraltar,  were  drowned. 
It  was  also  obliged  to  abandon,  on  our  coasts, 
several  transports  loaded  with  provisions,  destined 
for  the  army  which  came  to  be  landed. 

Thjis  army,  composed  of  four  thousand  men, 
weakened  every  day  by  the  diseases  and  dissen- 
sions which  have  sway  in  it,  takes  refuge  under 
the  cannon  of  the  fortreto  of  Patras,  into  which 
entrance  has  been  refused  it.  There,  blockaded 
on' one  side  by  a  Greek  squadron,  and  on  the  other 
harassed,  night  and  day,  by  the  troops  of  General 
Colocotroni,  it  will  prove,  by  its  total  annihila- 
tion, that  every  effort  will  always  be  vain,  against 
a  people  which  wishes  for  its  liberty,  cost  what 
it  will. 

In  Attica,  the  fortress  of  Athens  alone  is  in  the 
power  of  the  Turks,  and  the  bombardment  of  it, 
to  which  a  fortunate  issue  is  expected,  commepced 
several  days  ago. 

BcBotia,  Phocis,  and  Locris,  have  driven  out 
the  enemies  of  their  beautiful  provinces.  The 
Government  is  ver^  seriously  occupied  with  the 
means  of  possessing  itself  of  Zitonny,  where  there 
is  still  a  body  of  the  Turkish  army,  in  order  to 
enable  it  to  cause  the  troops  in  Tbessaly  to  ad- 
vance simultaneously  with  the  general  movement 
of  the  inhabitants  ol  Mount  Olympus,  a  bold  and 
warlike  people,  and  render  the  position  of  the  ene- 
my more  critical.  ' 

The  defiles  of  Pindus  heing  in  our  possession, 
all  communication  between  the  rest  of  Turkey 


and  Thes8aly,and  all  retreat  for  the  enemy's  army, 
that  shall  then  be  in  this  province,  will  be  imme- 
diately, from  that  time,  impossible.  All  Rtolia, 
Epirus,  and  almost  all  Arcailia,  are  in  the  power 
of  the  Gk) vern men t, 'with  t^e  exception  of  sooe 
places  which  are  under  a  rigorous  blockade. 

I  have  now  to  speak  of  Albania.  What  will 
be  its  rellitions  with  us?  The  future  alooeeto 
resolve  this  important  question;  and  the  well 
known  character  of  this  people  does  not  permit 
the  calculation  of  events  from  probabilities;  som^ 
times  neuter  and  sometimes  partisans,  hy  taroi 
our  allieaaikl  enemies,  which  they  havepnetised 
to  the  ^present  time,  passing  in  appe^oce  from 
one  party  to  another,  without  really  serving  the 
interests  of  that  which  they  had  adopted.  The 
death  of  Air  Pacha  has  produced  little  e^ 
The  Turks,  proud  of  this  success,  which  tkf 
owe  only  to  the  treachery  of  the  very  soldiers  ef 
this  l^acha,  have  appeared  to- take  courage ;  but, 
being  repulsed  at  Wonizza.  they  appeared  xohn 
almost  abandoned  their  attempts.  Such  is  the 
situation 'Of  affairs  in  the  Peloponnesas  aod  oa 
the  continent. 

Almost  all  the  Islands  being  free,  hare.submit- 
ted  to  the  Gh>veniment,  and  cause  tht<jreek  flag 
to  be  respected  in  the  Archipelago.  At  Chtos^ 
six  thousand  Samiotes  have  landed,  to  faror  the 
independence  of  that  islanfi,  and  have  shot  op  the 
Turks  in  the  fortress^  Mitylene  in  a  sliorttime 
will,  have  shaken  off  its  yoke,  and  Caodia  still 
combats,  with  advantage,  against  superior  forces; 
but  the  knowa  valor  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the 
justice  of  their  cause,  will  make  up  for  oomber, 

At  the  moment  I  am  writing,  the  news  of  the 
7ictory  obtained  over  the  Turks  at  Rigoasa, 
comes,  to  be  communicated  to  the  GoreniDeet; 
four  hundred  of  the  enemy  remain  upoo  the  field 
of  battle,  and  the  rest  of  their  army  has  beca  pat  to 
flight.  The  Suliotes,  by  their  accastomedbraveiy, 
have  covered  themselvei  with  glory. 

More  recent  news  come  to  inform  os  of  moce 
new  successes ;  Colonel  Ulysses,  with  fifteeji  hoo' 
dred  men,  landed  on  the  1st  of  April  at  Helisa; 
after  an  obstinate  battle  agaipst  forea  superior 
in  number,  he  became  master  of  t^e  riliager *b 
also  of  the  port  of  St.  Marine,  pursued  the  enemy 
to  Zitooni,  killed  three  hundred  men, ud  made 
some  prisoners.  Gleneral  Niketa,  commandei  of 
the  Peloponnesian  troops,  joined  his  operations  to 
those  of  Colonel  Ulysses,  find,  from  erery  thin^, 
it  is  believed  they  have  aljready  entered  Zitonat* 
Colonels  Mitzi,  kondojanoi  and  Skalzodiai  ad- 
vanced upon  Pairadjik,  and  have gaiaed  some  lo- 
vantages.  Of  the  body  of  the  Greek  amy,  cod- 
posed  of  ten  thousand  men,  whp  act  from  this 
side  to  the  centre,  commanded  by  Colonel  Pafl- 
vurja,  supported  by  Miezfitis,  the  right  wings 
formed  by  the  troops  of  Qeneral  Eniika  and « 
Colonel  Ulysses,  and  its  left  wiiig  by  those  of 
Colonels  Kondojanni  and  Skalzodini. 

A  new  fleet  is  just  gone  from  Constantinople; 
it  is.  com  posed  of  vessels  of  different  sizes ;  it  has 
attempted  a  landing  on  the  island  of  Chios, 
but,  repulsed  with  loss  at  that  point,  it  has 
retired. 
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he  Secretary  of  State  and  Minister  of   For- 
eign Affairs,  TH.  NEGRIS. 

The  Secretary  General,         V.  GALLIVA. 

Corinth,  the  Qth  [2Qthl  April,  1822. 


[translation.] 

ote  of  Mr*  Luriottis,  Agent,  of  the  GfeekSy  at  Madr- 
rid,  to  his  Excellency  £varisto  San  Miffuelo,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Despatch  of  State  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty. 

[ay  it  pleate  yoyr  Excellency : 

If  there  is  a  time  when  the  principles  ought  to 
3  revived,  which  anr  unfortaoate,  but  rery  cele- 
rated  philosopher  of  France,  published  in  1793, 
That  the  men  of  all  countries  are  brothers,  and 
le  different  natiou^  ought  mutoally  to  assist  each 
ther  according  to  their  power,  as  citisens  of  the 
ime  State : 

'<  That  those  who  make  war  on  a  people  for  the 
urpose  of  arresting  the  progress  of  liberty,  and 
estroying  the  rights  of  man,  Might  to  be  every 
rhere  pursued,  not  as  ordjnay  enemies,  but  as  as- 
asstns  and  rebellious  robeers : 

"  That  tyrants,  whoever  they  may  be,  are  slaves 
evoUed  against  mankind,  the  sovereign  of  the 
artb,  and  against  naUire,  the  legislator  of  the 
Diverse:" 

And  if  there  i^  a  nation,  in  wnose  favor  these 


riucipies  ought  to  be  applied,  it  is,  doubtless, 
freece,  at  the  present  time.  '  ft  is  not  intehded, 
ere,  to  press  the  rights  which  the  Greeks  have' 
)  the  being  recognised  by  tke  civilized  nations 
f  Europe,  for  the  liffbts  which  their  anoestors 
ave  given  them  in  lioeral  scieneesj  arts,  legisla- 
ODs,  and  in  true  models  of  men,  illustrious  for 
leir  love  df  country^  and  still  less  the  most  evi- 
ent  rights  which  they  will  now  have  to  shake  off 
be  Mussulman  yoke,  with  which  any  of  the  des- 
otisms,  against  which  the  other  nations  of  -Eu- 
ope  contend,  could  not  be  compared.  It  will  be 
ufficient  only  |o  remark,  that  Greece,  victorious 
nd  freei  is  the  most  certain  security  of  the  liber- 
ies of  the  Spanbh  peninsula  : 

Because,  from  the  certain  libertvin  Greece^  ne- 
essarily  flows  that  of  ItaljF,  which  is  enslaved,  if 

may  be  allowed  the  expression,  between  thePen- 
Dsula  and  the  new  Grecian  States :  ^  * 

Because,  the  establishment  of  a  free  State,  raised 
n  Greece,  upon  the  ruins  of  the  legitimate  Otto- 
aan  power,  at  the  time  when  open  war  has  been 
leclared  between  the  people  and  the  despots,  as 
)etween  the  principles  of  light  and  the  principles 
)f  darkness,  ought  to  result  in  the  annihilation  of 
his  Empire  o4'  the  Crescent,  And,  consequently, 
hat  of  its  accessaries,  Tunis,  Tripoli  and  Al- 
riers ;  and,  th6  Greeks  being  once  masters  of  the 
Sgean  Sea,  these  three  pirates  will  be  no  more 
ible  to  recruit  their  bands  of  assassins  in  Albania. 
It  Smyrna,  and  at  Oonstantinople ;  and  thev  will 
here  lose  their  forces,  which  have  been  always 
-estless,  and  even  now,  Spain,  and  the  increase  of 
;his  moral  fire,  which  the  legitimates  call  pest, 
Bvhich  ought  to  deliver  Germany  from  despotism, 
ind  encourage  tha  French  to  resume  their  ancient 


post  in  the  career  of  liberty ;  and  because,  in  fine, 
this  will  only  be  after  the  accomplishment  of  these 
prophecies,  that  this  peninsula  will  be  left  suffici-'' 
tatty  tranquil  at  home  and  a-broad  to  be  able  to 
reehion  upon  its  consolidation  of  its  liberty,  which 
has  cost,  and  does  every  day  cost,  it  so  many  sac- 
rifices of  every  kitad. 

Spain  has  no  real  need  of  ^succor  from  any 
other  nation  for  maintaining*  itself  a  State  fr^ 
and  independent. 

The  courage,  the  heroism*  of  her  children,  are, 
in  ^  every  respect,  a  proof;  hut  the  despotism,  to 
succeed  in  its  liberticidal  projects,  does  not  al- 
ways nlease  to  excite,  to  irritate  this  valor.  '  It  is 
sure  01  its  triumph,  provided  that  it  should  suc- 
ceed in  keeping  alive  the  fire  of  civil  discord. 
Even  the  most  courageous  people  feel  themselves 
fatigued  of  so  trifling,  yet  continued  a  war,  and 
oft^o,  after  the  torments  of  despotism,  the^  have 
recourse  to  this  as  to  a  guardian  angel ;  preferring 
the  future,  but  little  fdt  evil,  to  the  present;  and 
tranquillity,  although  cadaverous,  to  a  struggle 
which  leaves  them  no  impose — at  this  very  mo- 
ment, SjMin  makes  trial  of  a  part  of  this  sad 
truth.  The  insulating,  therefore,  of  a  nation 
which  wishes  to  be  free,  is,  in  the  times  wherein 
we  live,  the  most  impolitic  measure  which  she 
can  adopt. 

Despotism  has  formed  and  published'  its  alli- 
ance ;  and  has,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression, 
hurled  a  formal  defiance  at  the  nations  that  wish 
to  maintain  or  to  recover  their  liberties.  It  in- 
sults them  all,  because  it  is  conscious  of  its  power 
to  vanquish  them,  either  by  the  force  of  hireling 
bayonets,  with  which  it  inundates  them,  or  by 
the  silent' mancBUvres  which  or^nize  civil  war, 
ibe  division  and  ouarrels  of  parties  with  which  it 
harasses  them.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  op- 
pose to  this  alliance  of  tyrants,  that  of  the  nations 
who  htve  achieved  their  liberty. 

If,  for  a  nation  to  be  free,  the  will  of  beii^  so 
were  sufl&eient;  if,  what  gives  the  disposition, 
insured  equally  success ;  if)  in  fine,  the  valor  of  a 
people  were  a  sure  guarantee  of  success,  Greece 
and  the  Greeks  would  not  (his  day  doubt  of  their 
triumph.  The  modem  Greeks  have  already,  in 
more  than  one  engagement  with  the  Turks,  shewn 
themselves  worthy  siiccessors  of  the  Greeks  of  Mar- 
athon, of  Thermopyin',  of  Salamis,  of  Strimon,  of 
Cnidtts,  dbc,  but  they  want  men,  for  frightful  des- 
potism capriciously  destroyed  them,  and  of  it  popn- 
lation  has  never  been  an  accompaniment.  They 
want  money,  because  it  wooiji  have  been  the  price 
of  their  head  to  have  been  ricrh.  They  want  arms, 
powder,  lead;  because  no  despotic  government 
lemves  these  at  the  mercy  of  slaves ;  and  because 
the  struffgle  which  the  Greeks  have  so  long  main- 
tained, nas  consumed  the  provisions  whiph  their 
bravery  and  the  small  succors  brought  by  the  for- 
eigner had  proeured  them.  Yet,  thev  still  con- 
tinue, in  more  than  one  place^  to  fignt,  and  de- 
fend themaelves  against  the  Tucks,  with  inferior 
weapons.  <» 

They  have  abundance  of  lands  and  Rational 
property :  for  three-fifths  of  the  territory  belonged 
to  tae  M ossuhMans,  as  the  price  of  eonfiscattons 


2928 


APPENDIX. 


2924 


Condiition  and  ProipKts  of  the  Grtek», 


made  after  cutting  offthe  heads  of  opulent  Greeks ; 
iMit  these  lands,  this  property,  are  nothing  at  the 
#  present  moDaent,  wiien  the  Greeks  ought  to  han- 
dle the  musket  instead  of' the  plough,  when  money 
is  wanting,  and  when  the  public  credit  is  not  y«t 
established. 

The  Greeks  will  never  return  under  the  Otto- 
man yoke.  But.  in  continuing  a  struggle  so  un- 
equal, without  other  support,  without  o&er  succor, 
they  will  all  perish.  What  is  the  use  of  liberty  in 
the  tomb?  What  the  advantages  which  Spain, 
Italy,  and  Europe,  panting  after  liberty,  can  ex- 
pect from  a  triumph  over  the  Greeks  ? 

The  United  States  of  America,  after  having 
sustained,  with  equal  courage,  and  at  e<)ua]  sacri- 
fioes,  their  cause  of  Independence,  agamst  a  des- 
potism much  less  dreadful,  owed  their  triumph  10 
the  prot^tion  of  a  European  Power.  Why  should 
not  Greece  rely  upon  some  protector  among  the 
free  Btates^f  that  same  part  of  the  world  to 
which  she  belonfiv?  By  what  fatality  is  she  per- 
secuted by  the  Government  of  England,  which 
ought  to  be  the  father  of* free  nations,  and  forgot 
ten  b]|r  those  Grovernments  which  profess  the  same 
principles  which  she  has  just  proclaimed  ? 

The  Greeks  have  till  now  oeen  flattered  by  a 
number  of  private  associations  who  came  to  their 
aid,  but  no  Government  has  as  yet  partaken  of 
this  generous  euthustasm ;  and  yet  the  succors,  as 
well  moral  as  physical,  which  are  necessary  for 
them,  cannot  be  afforded  them  but  by  Govern- 
ments. X 

There  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  Gov- 
ernment  of  Corinth  has  opened  some  negotiation 
with  the  said  United  States  of  America.  May 
these  States  pay,  in  favor  of  Greece,  the  tribute  of 
recognition  which  they  owe  to  Europe  for  the 
liberty  which  they  know  so  well  how  tp  enjoy. 

The  same  Government,  which  leaves  nothing 
untried  which  may  conduce  to  the  triumph  of  the 
holy  cause  which  it  directs,  cannot  forget  to  ad- 
dress itself  to  magnanimous  Spain,  to  a  nation 
which,  more  than  e?ery  other,  .shows  to  the  nni- 
verse  that  she  feels  all  the  value  of  liberty  and  in- 
dependence, to  a  Government  which,  each  day, 
ought  to  be  more  persuaded  that  the  allied  despot- 
ism aims,  and  will  aim,  more  or  less,  openly,  but 
always  obstinately  enough,  at  the  consolidation  of 
its  present  system.  As  to  politics,  the  before  cited 
Wtcc^ueford  says  that  the  infallible  mean3  of  van^ 
quishmg  one's  rivals  in  diplomacy,  is  to  be  frank, 
because  he  is  sure  of  not  meeting  them  in  his 
way. 

If,  then,  Spain  can  believe  it  to  be  to  her  ad- 
vantage to  recognise,  and  to  protect,  and  to  succor 
the  Government  pf  Corinth,  what  measure,  what 
conduct,  has  she  to  pursue  towards  the  other 
governments,  which  have  nev^r  openly  pro- 
nounced against  the  Hellenic  revolution? 

The  undersigned  is  not  authorized  to  speak 
upon  this  article.  He  is  only  commissioned,  in 
general,  to  solicit  every  species  of  succor  which 
the  Spaniards  can  send  to  the  Greeks,  either  in 
money,  or  arms,  powder,  lead,  men,  ships,  frigates, 
brigs,  dtc,  of  war. 

But  he  knows  how  far,  among  the  generous 


succors,  the  article  of  a  like%ioral  aid  would  pie- 

Conderate.  Interested  for  his  country,  he  confinet 
imself  to  the  making  the  rough  draught,  and  to 
offer  up  prayers  that  the  Spanish  dovemmefit 
would  be  pleased  to  send  some  one  lo  Greece,  to 
treat  upon  this  important  subject,  and  upon  all 
the  others  which  might  be  necessary,  and  of  great 
utility  to  Spain. 

In  the  meantime.  Upon  the  point  of  physical 
succor,  the  nndersignea  has  the  honor  to  obsOTe 
to  your  Excellency,  that  the  question  is  not  re- 
specting a  donation,  but  only  respecting  a  loao, 
and  that  the  responsibility  of  a  free  Government 
in  Greec^  is  beyond  all  the  wants  and  those  which 
it  will  have  to  fulfil  to  arrive  at  ito  consalidi- 
tion. 

That  small  succors  are  also  useful  to  the  Greeks 
iff  their  present  situation,  because  ereiy  litde 
thing  becomes  a  great  deal  to  one  who  is  pressei 
by  want; 

'  That  the  manner  of  carrying  them  into  GSreece 
and  securing  the  reimbursement,  is  left  to  thewn 
of  the  Spianish  Government. 

That  the  greatest  secrecy  ought  to  be  observed 
in  all  that  Spain  wishes  to  do,  as  a  Ghivernmeat, 
in  favor  of  the  Greeks,  in  order  that  the'  diplo- 
matic spies' may  not  try  to  perplex  it,  and  may  not 
succeed  in  rendering  it  abortive. 

That,  finally,  in  the  absence  of  the  pemas  to 
whom  the  undersigned  bad  letters  to  deliver  here 
at  Madrid,  on  the  part  of  Prince  M avrocoidato,  of 
the-Mii^ister  of  Foreign  Afihirs,  Negri,  and  of  the 
Bishopi  Ignatius  of  Pisa^  that  they  would  bepheasei 
to  support  their  requests  as  weU  before  the  Gov- 
ernment as  l)efore  the  brave  Spanish  patriot^  it 
was,  doubtless,  a  happiness  for  the  QBderstgacd  to 
have  metnbere  a  Minister  so  eraioently  veil  af- 
fected, and  a  Minister  of  Foreign  Rentions  so 
liberal  as  your  Ezcellency,  to  whom  be  can 
directly  address  himself  in*  the  two-fold  aim  men- 
tioned, and  in  the  accomplishment -of 'his  rais- 
siotti 

Your  Ex'cellency's  most  obedient  and  most  hom- 
hle  servant, 

LURIOTTfS. 

14ADBID,  Aoiwfli&er  21, 1822. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Ruth  to  Mr,  AdamM^ 

dated 

LoNOON,  FdtrwiTy  24, 1823. 

*'i  received,  the  day  before  yesterday,  a  paper, 
of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  aadressed  to  you,  by 
Andreas  Lurioitts,  an  agent  or  deputy  from  Co- 
rinth, on  behalfof  the  cause  of  the  Greeks." 

It  will  be  perceived  that,  af^er  describing  the 
general  nature  of  the  revolution  now  going  on  in 
Gh*eece,  the  object  of  the  paper  is  to  solicit  aid  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  establibhment  of  diplo- 
matic connexions  with  them. 

This  gentleman,  who  ha»  recently  arrived  in 
London,  brous^ht  me  a  letter  of  introdaction  from 
General  Dearborn,  at  Lisbon,  and  I  received  him 
in  a  manner  duetathe  interesting  character  which 
he  bears.  I  assured  him  that  the  fortunes  of 
his  country  were  dear  lo  tne  people  of  the  Uni- 
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»d  States,  who,  eherishing  the  freedom  which 
ley  themselves  inherited  and  enjoyed,  looked 
rith  the  warmest  sympathy  upon  the  struggle  of 
le  Greeks  for  their  national  liberties;  and  that 
le  Governmentof  the  United  States  participated 
1  this  feeling.  Of  the  latter,  I  considered  the  late 
lention  of  the  subject  by  the  President,  in  his 
lessage  to  Congress,  at  the  opening  of  the  session, 
s  the  authentic  proof. 

To  the  inquiries  of  Mr.  Luriottis,  whether  .my 
rovernotent  would  open  political  or  diplomatic 
Nations  with  his,  at  the  present  day,  I  replied, 
lat  this  formed  a  point  on  which  I  was  wnoily 
ninformed,  and.  could  not  undertake  to  give  my 
pinion.  That  it  involved  considerations  of  «x- 
ediency,  as  applicable  'to  the  United  States,  as 
rell  as  of  advantage,  or  otherwise,  as  apglicable 
)  the  Greek  cause  itself,  that  would  be  maturely 
weighed  at  Washington,  before  any  decision  could 
e  pronounced.  All  that  I  .could  say,  was,  to  re- 
:erate  the  assurance  of  the  friendly  interest  that 
ras  felt  amongst  us,  for  the  success  of  the  cause 
\  which  his  country  was  embarked;  and  1  ad- 
erted  to  the  part  whiqh  my  Grovernment  had 
cted,  in  relation  to  the  South  American  strug- 
le — a  part  so  much  in  advance  of  that  of  any 
iher  Government — aa  a  sure  indication  that  it 
ould  feel  no  backwardness  in  welcoming,  when 
le  proper  day  aivived,  the  new-born  freedom  of 
rreece,  into  the  family  of  nations.  In  the  epd.  I 
iformed  him  that  I  would  gladly  become  the 
rgan  of  transmitting  to  my  Government  what- 
ver  distinctive  overtures  or  CLommunication  he 
light  determine  to  make  to  it — a  request  which, 
1  the  course  of  our  conversfttion,  he  had  hjmself 
lade  of  me.  These  overtures  he  has  set  forth  in 
le  paper  enclosed. 

Mr.  Luriottis  dwelt  with  confidence  upon -the 
dvances  which  his  country  has  made  in  the  ca- 
;er  of  her  independence— advances  the  more 
)lid  and  encouraging,  as  they  have  been  won 
QQidst  formidable  difficulties,  by  the  mere  unas- 
isted  efforts  of  her  own  valor  and  constancy, 
ince  the  capture  of  Napoli  de  Romania^  the 
irongest  fortress  which  the  Turks  had  in  the 
lorea,  he  seemed  to  consider  that  th^  cause  of 
idependence  was  placed  upon  a  sure  basis.  The 
rreeks,  since  this  event,  have  removed  the  seat  of 
leir  Government  froin  Corinth,  whero  it  was 
xed  at  first,  to  Napoli."  ^ 

[ndrtas  LurioUiSj  Envoy  of  tht  Pronigional  Govern- 
metU  0/  Greece^  to  the  Honorable.  John  Q^incff 
Adcm»y  Secretary  of  SUUe  to  the  UnUed  SUUee  of 
Americo* 

Sir:  I  feel  no  slight. emotion,  while,  in  behalf 
f  Greece,  my  country,  struggling  for  independ- 
Qce  and  liberty,  I  address  myself  to  the  Unitad 
Itates  of  America. 

The  independence  for  which  we  combat,  you 
ave  achieved.  I'he  liberty  to  which  we  look, 
rith  anxious  solicitude,  you  have  obtained,  imd 
onsolidated  in  peace  and  in  glory. 
Yet  Greece,  old  Greece,  the  seat  of  early  eivi-< 
zation  and  freedom,  stretches  out  her'hands  im- 
loringly  to  a  land  which  sprung  inio  being,  as  it 


were,  ages  after  her  own  lustre  had  (been  eztin* 
guished,  and  ventures  to  hope  that  the  ](oungest 
and  most  vigorous  «ons  of  liberty  will  regard  with 
no  common  sympathy  the  efforts  of  the  descetnd- 
ants  of  the  heir  and  the  elder  born,  whose  precepta 
and  whose  examples  have  served,  though  ii^uf- 
ficienc  hitherto  for  our  complete  regeneration,  to 
regenerate  half  a  world. 

.1  know,  sir,  that  the  sympathies  of  the  gener- 
ous people  of  the  United  States  have  been  exten- 
sively directed  towards  us;  and  since  I  have 
reached  this  country,  an  interview  with  their 
Minister,  Mr.  Rush,  has  served  to  convimie  me 
more  strongly  how  great  their  claim  is  on  our 
gratitude  and  our  affection.  May  I  hope  that 
some  means  may  be  found  to  communicate  these 
our  feelinffs,  of  which  I  am  so  proud  to  be  the  or* 
gan  ?  We  still  venture  to  rely  on  their  friend' 
ship;  we  would  look  to  their  individual,  if  not  to 
their  national'  co-operation.  Every,  the  slighteat 
assistance,  under  present  circumstances,  wUl  aid 
the  progress  of  the  great  work  of  liberty  ;  and  kt, 
standing  as  we  have  stood,  alone  and  unsupported, 
n^ith  every  thing  opposed  to  us,  and  nothing  to  en- 
courage us  but  patriotism,  enthusiasm,  and,  some- 
times, even  des[nir ;  if  thus  we  have  gone  forward 
liberating  our  provinces,  one  after  another,  and 
subduing  every  force  which  has  been  ^directed 
against  us,  what  may  we  not  do  with  the  assist- 
ance for  which  we  venture  to  appeal  to  the  gen- 
erous and  the.  free  ? 

Precipitated  by  -circumstances  into  that  struggle 
foe  independence  which,  aver  sinoe  the  domina- 
tion of  our  cruel  and  reckless  tyrants,  had  never 
ceased  to  be  the  object  of  our  vows  and  prayers, 
we  have,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  freed  a  consid- 
erable part  of  Greece  from  the  ruthless  invaders. 
The  Peloponnesus,  Etolia,  Carmaiya,  Attica,  Pho- 
cida,  Bceotia,  and  the  islands  of  the  Archipelago, 
and  Candia,  are  nearly  free.  The  armies  and  the 
fleets  which  have  been  sent  against  us  have  been 
subdued  bv  the  valor  of  our  troops  and  our  marine. 
Meanwhile,  we  have  organized  a  Government 
founded  upon  popular  .  suffrages,  and  you  will 
probably  have  seen  how  closely  our  organic  law 
assimilates  to  that  Constitution  under  which  your 
nation  so  happily  and  so  securely  lives. 

I  have  been  sent  hither  by  the  Government  of 
Greece  to  obtain  assistance  in  our  determined  en- 
terprise, on  which  we,  like  you,  have  staked  our 
lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honor ;  and  I 
believe  mv  journey  has  not  been  wholly  without 
success.  I  should  have  been*  wanting  to  my  duty 
had  I  not  addressed  you,  supplicating  the  earliest 
display  of  your  amicable  purposes;  entreating 
that  diplomatic  relations  may  be  established  be- 
tween us;  communicating  the  most  earnest  de- 
sire of  my  Government  that  we  may  be  allowed 
to  call  you  allies  as  well  as  friends ;  and  stating 
that  we  shall  rejoice  to  enter  upon  discussiqps 
which  may  lead  to  immediate  and  advantageous 
treaties,  and  to  receive  as  to  expedite  diplomatic 
agents  without  delay.  Both  at  Madrid  and  at 
Lisbon  1  have  been  received  with  great  kindness 
by  the  American  representative,  and  am  pleased 
to  record  the  expression  of  my  gratitude. 
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Thoag^,  fortubately,  you  are  sd  far  removed, 
'and  raised  so  much  at>ove  the  narrow  politics  of 
Europe  as  to  be  little  influenced  by  its  vicissi- 
tudes ;  I  venture  to  believe  that  Mr.  Rush  will^ 
explain  to  vou  the  changes  that  bave  taken  place, 
and  are  still  in  action  around  us  in  our  favor ;  ana 
I  conclude,  rejoicing  in  the  hope  that  North  Amer- 
ica and  Greece  may  be  united  m  the  bonds, of  long- 
enduring  and  unbroken  concord,  and  have  the 
honor  to  be,  *  ^ ' 

With  every  sentiment  of  respect,  <&c., 

'  AND.  LURIOTTIS., 

London,  February  20, 1823. 


Mr,  ^daiM  to  Mr.  RuA, 

DfiPARTMENT   OF   StATB, 

W(uhififft<m,  Jugust  18,  1823. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  herewith, 
«n  answer  to  the  letter  'from  Mr.'  Luriottis,  the 
agent  of  the  Greeks,  addressed  to  me,  and  a  copy 
ot  which  was  transmitted  with  your  despatch, 
No.  d95. 

If,  upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  Mr.  Luriottis 
should  still  be  in  London,  it  will  be  desirable  that 
you  should  deliver  it  to  him  ia  person,  accompa- 
nied with  such  remarks  and  explanations  as  may 
satisfy  hi«D,  and  those  whom  he  represents,  that, 
in  declining  the  proposal  of  ^ving  active  aid  to 
the  cause  of  Grecian  emancipation,  the  Execu- 
tive Government  of  the  United  States  has  been 
governed,  not  by  its  inclinations,  or  a  sentiment 
of  indifference  to  the  eause,  but,  by  its  constitu- 
tional duties,  clear  nnd  unequivocal.    • 

The  United  States  could  ^ive  assistknce  to  the 
Greeks  only  by  the  application  of  some  portion 
of  their  public  force  or  of  their  public  revenue  in 
their  favor,  and  it  would  constitute  them  in  a  state 
of  war  with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and  perhaps  with 
all  the  Barbary  Powers.  To  make  this  disposal 
either  of  force  or  of  treasure,  yon  are  aware,  is, 
by  otir  Constitution,  not  withm  the  competency 
of  the  -Executive.  It  oould  be  determined  only 
by  an  act  of  Congress,  which  would  assuredly 
not  be  adopted,  should  it  even  be  recommended 
hy  the  Executive. 

The  policy  of  the  United  States  with  reference 
to  foreign  nations  has  always  been  founded  upon 
the  moral  principle  of  nalUmllaw*— iMOCtf  with 
both  belligerents.  Prom  whatever  cause  war  be- 
tween other  nations,  whether  foreign  or  domestic, 
has  arisen,  the  unvarying  law  of  the  United  States 
has  been  pectce  With*  both  belligerents.  From  the 
first  war  of  the  French  revoiutibn  to  the  recent 
invasion  of  Spain,  there  has  been  a  succession  of 
wars,  national  and  civil,  in  almost  every  one  of 
which  one  of  the  parties  was  contending  for  lib- 
erty or  independence.  To  the  first  revolutionary 
war,  a  strong  impulse  of  feeling  urged  the  people 
of  the  UnKed  States  to  take  -side  with  the  party 
which,  at  its  commencement,  was  eontendiftfff  ap- 
parently, at  least,  for  both.  Had  the  policy  of 
the  United  States  not  been  essentially  pacific,  a 
stronger  case  to  claim  their  interference  could 
scarcely  have  been  presented.  They  nevertheless 
declared  themselves  neutral,  and  the  principle 


then  deliberately  settled  has  been  invartably  ad- 
hered to  ever  since. 

With  regard  lo  the  recognition  of  soverei^ 
States,  and  the  establishment  with  them  of  a  di- 
plomatic intereonrse,  the  experience  of  the  last 
thirty  years  has  served  also  to  ascertain  the  limits 
proper  for  the  application  of  principles,  in  which 
every  nation  must  exercise  some  latitode  of  dis- 
cretion. Precluded,  by  their  neatral  positien,  from 
interfering  in  the  question  of  right,  the  United 
States  have  recognised  the  fact  of  foreign  sove- 
reignty,  only  when  it  was  undispated,  or  dtspeied 
without  any  rational  prospect  ot  success.  In  this 
manner,  the  successive  changes  of  Gkiveroineat  la 
many  of  the'  European  States,  and  the  revolv- 
tionary  Governments  of  South  America,  ban 
been  aisknowledged.  The  condition  of  the  Greeks 
is  not  yet  such  as  will  admit  of  the  recognitioB 
upon  these  principles. 

Yet,  as  we  cherish  the  most  friendly  feelin|s 
towards  them,  and  are  sincerelv  disposed  to  renda 
them  any  service,  which  may.be  coapntible  witk 
our  neutrality,  it  will  give  us  pleasure  to  lean, 
from*  time  to  time,  the  actual  state  of  their  cause, 
political  and  military.  Should  Mr.  Luriottis  be 
enabled  and  disposed  to  furnish  this  informatioB. 
it  may  always  be  communicated  through  yos, 
and  will  be  received  with  sntisfaction  here.  The 
public  accounts  from  that  quarter  have  keen,  of 
late,  very  scanty,  and  we  shall  be  glad  to  obtain 
any  autnentic  particulars  which  may  come  to 
your  knowledge,  from  this,  or  through  any  other 
channel. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  dec, 

JOHN  4UINCY  ADABIS. 

RicBARn  Rtsn,  Envoy,  f  c.,  cU  London, 


Mr,  AdavM  to  Mr,  LurioUu. 

*  Department  of  State, 

WaMngtan,  Au^put  18,  1823. 

Sm  :  A  copy  of  the  letter  which  yon  did  me  the 
honorof  addressing  to  me,  on  the  20th  of  FU)ruary 
-last,  has  been  transnutted  to  me  by  the  Minister 
of  the  United  States  at  London,  and  Hms  rtedrtd 
the  deliberate  consideration  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Stares. 

The  sentiments  with  which  he  has  witnessed 
the  struggle  of  your  countrymen  for  their  national 
emancipation  and  independence,  had  been  made 
manifest  to  the  world  in  the  public  Message  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Sta  tes.  They  are  cordially 
felt  by  the  people  of  this  Union;  who,  sympt- 
thizing  with  the  cause  of  freedom  and  indepen- 
dence, wherever  its  standard  is  unfurled,  bcJiold 
with  ijeculiar  interest  the  display  of  Grecian  energy 
in  detenceof  Grecian  liberties,  and  the  associatioa 
of  heroic  exertions,-  at  the  present  lime,  with  the 
proudest  glories  of  former  ages,  in  the  land  of 
kpaminondas  and  of  Philopoemon. 

But,  while  cheering  with  their  best  wishes  the 
cause  of  the  Greeks,  the  United  States  are  forbid- 
den, by  the  duties  of  their  situation,  from  uking 
part  in  the  war,  to  which  their  relation  is  that  of 
neutrality.  At  f^ace  themselves  with  all  the 
world,  their  tatablished  policy,  and  the  obligations 
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r  the  Imts  of  nations,  preclude  them  from  be- 
oming  voluntarjr  aazUiariea  to  a  eause  which 
roaid  invol7e4hem  id  war. 

If,  in  the  progress  of  events,  the  Greeks  should 
e  enabled  to  establish  and  organize  themselves 
s  an  independent  natioi^  the  United  States  will 
e  among  the  first  to  welcome  them,  in  that  capa- 
ity,  into  the  general  family ;  to  establish  diplo- 
latic  and  commercial  relations  with  them,  suited 
)  the  mutnal  interests  of  the  two  countries,  and 
1  recognise,  With  special  satisfaction,  their  oon- 
dtuted  state  in  the  character  of  a  sister  Repoblic. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dbc, 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

Andreas  Luriottis, 

Ewoay  of  the  PrwiiUmal  Chvemimeni 
0/  the  Greeks,  London, 


'atrad  of  a  UUer  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Mar 
eeUUi,  August  6,  1823. 

*^  I  have  endeavored  to  obtain  accurate  infor- 
latioD  relative  to  the  actual  state  of  the  strug|;Ie 
etween  the  Greeks  and  the  Ottomans.  The  fol- 
3wing  particulars,  i  think,  may  be  relied  on. 
The  Porte  is  making  great  preparations  by  land 

0  briDg  the.  war  toi^  successful  conclusion.  The 
Turkish  fleet  has  succeeded  in  provisioning,  for  a 
ear,  the  garrisons  of  Carysto,  in  Negropont, 
)aD6e,  the  capital  of  Candia,  (or  Crete,)  and  also 
Wn,  Modouj  PatraSj  and  Corinth,  in  the  Morea. 
'he  two  last  places  have  been  repeatedly  and  in- 
orrectly  represented,  in  the  American  newspapers, 
s  having  long  since  surrendered.  The  Pofte  has 
flfered  the  Greeks,  through  the  mediation  of 
lOrd  Stranffford,  to  place  the  Morea  on  the  same 
>oting  as  tne  provinces  of  Wailachia  and  Mol- 
svia  ;  i.  e.  to  place  it  under  the  government  of  a 
rreek  Prince,  who  should  have  the  entire  admin- 
tration  of  the  affairs  of  the  province,  and  who 
lould  annually  pay  a  certain  portion  of  its  rev- 
lues  into  the  treasury  of  the  Porte.  The  Brit- 
h  Ambassador,  in  oraer  to  induce  the  Greeks  to 
;cept  these  terms,  has  dispersed  among  them  a 
3claration,  that  they  are  not  to  expect  aid  from 
ly  of  the  European  Sovereigns.  On  the  other 
ind,  the  Greeks  do  not  seem  as  yet  disposed  to 
?ace,  but  are  making  preparations  to  resist,  as  they 
lay,  the  forces  which  are  approaching  them  on 

1  sides.  Such  was  the  state  of  things  by  the 
St  advices." 


Extract  of  a  Utter  to  the  Secretary  ofStaik,  dated 

<<  Marseilles,  Aug.  27, 1823. 

*'  There  is  no  certain  intelligence  from  Greece 
ter  than  that  contained  in  a  letter  I^had  the 
3nor  to  forward  to  you  a  fortnight  since.  The 
urkish  Admiral  was,  fiAeen  days  ago,  in  the 
sighborhood  of  Patras,  where  he  had  landed  five 
lousand  men.  The  Smyrna  Gazette  reports, 
at  the  main  Turkish  army,  60,000  strong:,  had 
>tained,  after  some  hard  fighting,  possession  of 
le  defiles  of  Thermopybe,  but  this  as  yet  is  not 
mfirmed." 


[TransIalioD.] 

Statistical  Table  of  Greece,  accordinff  to  thevork 
of  Mr.  Pooqueville.  Original  received  from 
Mr.  Middleton,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  St,  P^ 
tersfmrg, 

[N.  B.  *  This  mark  indioatef  the  cities  and  prov- 
inces freed  since  ISJtl,  and  tt  present  in  submissian 
to  the  liatioDtl  Congress  of  Corinth. 

t  Indicates  the  countries  in  insurrection. 

X  Indicates  the  cities  and  forts  besie^d  by^  the 
TurksJ 

Greece  ma^r  b^  apportioned  into'three  grand  di- 
visions^—continental  Greece,!  the  isthmus  of  Pe- 
loponnesusi*  and  the  islands. 

Continental  Greece. — It.  contains  seven  provinces, 
which  are*— Epirus,t  Macedonia,!  Thessaly,t 
Acarnania,*  £tolia,*  Locris,*  Phocis,*  compre- 
hending Livadia.f  , 

Epirusf  has  an  extent  of  1,100  square  leagues 
of  2,500  toises.  The  population  is  estimated  at 
373,000  souls.  Its  principal  cities  are'Janina,  Za- 
gori,  Conitza,  Pr4mithy,  Cleisseura,  Copdessi, 
Canina,  Tebelen^  Aulone,  (a  port,)  fi^rat,  (a  for- 
tress,') Elbassan,  Duirazzo,  (a. fort,)  Argyro  Cas- 
tron,  Liboro,  Delvino,  (fortified,)  Conispolis,  Pa- 
ramythia,  Gomenitza,  (a  portj  Margariti,  Parga. 

fa  fort.)  Regniassa,  (a  iort,)*  Preresa,  (a  port  ana 
brt,)  Souii^  ^a  fort,)*  Arte,  (a  fort  and  seaport,) 
Calarites,*  Melzowo,*  Syraco,  dbc. 
'  The  rivers  which  pass  through  Epirus  in  dif- 
ferent waiys,  are  the  voioussa  or  Aous,  the  Cala- 
mas  or  Tbyamis,  the  Glyksrs  or  Acheron. 

The  country  generally  is  mountainous,  inter- 
sected with  large  valleys ;  its  aspnect  is  various, 
and  may  be  said  to  present  an  abridgment  of  all 
the  climates;  it  abounds  in  cattle,  and  in  rich 
pastures.  The  articles  of  exportation  consist  of 
grain,  of  sheep  and  goats,  of  building^  timber,  cot- 
ton, wool,  pitch,  wax,  tobac<)o ;  and  some  moun- 
tains of  Epirus  contain  mines,  which  the  Govern- 
ment neglect  to  explore,  and  which  the  Ghristian 
inhabitants  dare  not  discover^  fearful  of  being 
themselves  buried  in  these  mines,  to  gratify  the 
cupidity  of  their  masters. 

The  principal  seaports  of  Epirus  are— L'Arta, 
Aulone,  Prevesa,  Vonitza,  Port  Palarme,  Porto 
Raguzeo,  Gomeniiza,  Durazzo.  The  value  of 
wares  and  foreign  productions  imported  by  these 
ports  was,  in  the  year  1812,  6,590)902  piastres; 
the  exportation,  during  the  same  ]rear,  was  7,804,- 
063  piastres.  The  Epirotes  are,  in  (general,  war- 
like, and  of  a  robust  constitution,  impatient  of 
the  yoke,  and  proud,  in  spite  of  the  dependence 
in  which  they  live ;  shepnerds  rather  than  agri- 
culturists, they  almost  all  carry  arms,  and  prefer 
to  inhabit  the  mountains,  and  the  situations  moat 
difficult  of  access.  Divided  into  colopies,  and 
long  governed  b^  the  feudal  administration  of  the 
Beys,  they  have  seen,  too  late,  adl  these  partial 
tyranmies  united  into  one  only,  and  the  most  mon- 
strous of  alK  that  of  Ali  Pacha  of  Jannina.  In 
the  midst  of  the  chaos  of  the  administration  of 
this  Vizier,  it  may  be  calculated  that  Epirus  paid 
annually  to  the  Grand  Seignor  a  tribute  of  (wo 
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millioas  of  piastres,  and  that  Ali  received  for  him- 
Belf  ten  otherinillions,  without  iacluding  the  reve- 
nues of  his  sons,  the  advances  and  spoliations  of 
every  kind  to  which  this  province  was  exposed. 

Macedonia,!  divided  into  Ulyrian  and  Cisax- 
ian,  has  an  extent  of  1,692  square  leagues.  Its 
p9pulation  may  approximate  to  436,000  inhabit- 
ants. Its  most  remarkable  cities  and  towns  are^ — 
Bitolia  or  Monastir,  Priiip6,  'Cojani,  Delvendos, 
Flourina,  Cailar^T}  Castoria,  Qreveno,  Lepsini, 
Bicblistas,  Croupitcha,  Piassa^  Gheortelia,  Sta- 
ria,  Prespa,  Critchowa,  Ochrida,  Chiatista,  Ve- 
riajj*  or  iLaraveria,  Jenidj6,  Saionica. 

The  rivers  which  water  Macedonia  are  the 
Vardar  or  Axius,  and  the  Biehlista  or  Haliscmoo. 
This  province  abounds  in  small  cattle,  corn,  wines, 
cotton,  and  tobacco. 

The  Macedonians  are  agriculturists  and  tiler* 
chanto.  The  merchants  of  Bitolia,  of  Castoria, 
ofChatista,  and  of  Saionica',  have  frequent  cor- 
respondence with  the  commercial  places  of  Eu- 
rope ;  they  send  caravans  to  Bosnia  and  Hungary. 
.The  Macedonians,  as  well  as  the  other  nations  of 
Greece,  partake  of  their  Hellenic  origin  ;  they  are 
brave  and  considerate.  Numerous  Bulgarian  and 
Albanian  colonies  are  established  in  this  province, 
actually  divided  into  cantons,  and  subject  to  the 
destructive  administration  of  the  Pachas  of  Ro- 
meliaand  their  subordinates. 

Thessaiyt  contains,  within  an  extent  of  516 
square  leagues,  275,000  inhabitants;  there  are 
reckoned  962  villa^esl  and  the  following  cities: 
Tricala;  (thB  chiel  place,  and  residence  of  a  Pa- 
cha,) Kiinoro,  Stagous,  Pharsalia,  Larissa,  Alas- 
son,  Rapchana,  Tournovo,  Platamon,  (a  fort,^ 
Caterin,  Agia,  VMestina,  Dechani,  Volo,  (a  port,) 
Armyros,  Thaumaco.  Thessaly,  watered  by  the 
Peneus,  and  by  several  other  rivers^  tributaries  o<' 
that  river,  is  one  of  the  most  fertile  countries  of 
European  Turkey :  it  produces  corn,  silk,  cotton, 
tobacco,  and,  utatil  the  year  1810,  the  manufacto- 
ries of  Tournovo,  of  Ambelakia,  and  of  Agia,'  scipt 
abroad  dyed  cottoos,  stuffs,  and  woollens,  to  the 
amouDft  of  several  millions;  the  Greek  merchants 
of  these  cities  had  factories  in  Germany*  The  sea- 
port of  Volo,  situated  on  the  gulf  of  the  same  name, 
favored  the  exportation  of  the  grain  which  the 
sailors  of  Idra,  and  of  other  islands,  came  there 
to  load..  The  natives  of  Thessaly  vary  in  thetr 
character,  and' their  occupations,  according  to  the 
places  which  they  inhabit ;  industrious  and  sub- 
n^issive  in  the  cities,  laborious  and  peaceful  hus^ 
bandmen  in  the  country,  intrepid  sailors  inUhe 
cantons  situated  nt'ar  the  sea^  they  are  bold  and 
independent  in  the  mountainous  regions.  Numer- 
ous bands  of  these  mountaineers  go  from  Olym' 
Eus,  from  Ossa,  and  from  Mount  Pelion,  and 
aving  at  their  heads  enterprising  chiefs,  some- 
times contend  with  the  forces  of  the  Pacha  of  Epi- 
rus,  and  of  Romelia ;  They  have  even  possessed 
themselves  of  several  cities  of  Thessaly,  and  de- 
'fended  them  for  years.  Worn  out  with  efforts, 
disappointed  in  their  hopes,  and  deprived  of  their 
brave  chiefs,  they  retired  to  their  mountains, 
where  they  still  form  a  population  warlike  and 
independent. 


Acamania*  has  an  extent  of  92  tqaaveleagocft 
and '8,635  inhabitants;  the  remains  of  s  popalt- 
tion  formerly  flourishing.  Thereare  still  retkon- 
ed- there  sixteen  cities  and  villages,  the  most  re- 
markable of  which  are,  Vonitza,  Cato&a,  Drago- 
mestre,  andCatochi,  (a  seafK>rt.)  This  proviBct, 
which  made  a  part  of  the  Goverameat  of  Ali 
Pacha,  and  which  has^undergone  alitbetormeoa 
of  his  administration,  presents  only  mias  and  t^ 
itude.  It,  nevertheless,  carries  on  a  feeble  eoo- 
meree  with  the  Ionian  Islands  and  the  Ambnciaa 
or  Altan  Gulf;  its  inhabitants  keep  op  the  fisb^ 
ries  in  the  same  ^ulf,  as  well  as  on  the  nomeroos 
lakes  in  the  interior  of  the  country. 

In  this  province,  as  in  all  the  coDtineot  of 
Greece,  there  are  found,  in  the  declivities  of  moua- 
taios,  hamlets  and  villages  inhabited  by  ineD,wlia^ 
flying  from  oppression,  and  striving  to  insaitie 
themselves  wherever  they  find  a  savage  satuA 
Master  of  the  defiles <>  which  form  the  ptssajt 
between  Epirus  and  the  south^n  prorincesof 
Greece,  the  mou^itaioeers  of  Acarnanfa  can  ioiff* 
rupt  the  communication  between  these  two  pror- 
inces,  and  oppose,  with  success,  the  moremati 
of  an  army  which  might  try  to  advance  from  thii 
side  towards  Etolia  and  the  Morea.  Some  can- 
tons of  this  province  are,  at  this  day,  eotirelf  ao* 
cultivated  and  depeopled ;  others  are  eorered  with 
forests  and  barren  grounds,  which  ooljr  vaac 
strength  to  be  converted  into  productive  bads. 

Etolia,*  separated  from  Ac^rnania  bjrtherifer 
Aspropotamos  or  Achelous,  contains,  Id  its  present 
subdivisions,  four  cantons,  and  83,455  iahabitaDts, 
distributed  among  236  towns  and  villages,  (iie 
principal  of  which  are:  Vrachort,  Carpeoitze 
Agrapha,  Missolongh^^  (a  port,)  Lemote^  or  Ntp- 
pacte,  (a  fort,  and  residence  bf  a  racha.)  This 
province  produces  grain^  rice,  oil,  silk,  and  wine. 
These  productions,  added  to  the  revenoe  of  the 
fisheries  and  customs^  give  an  annual  produce  of 
3,293,700  piastres.     . 

The  cantons  of  Etolia,  annexed,  according  to 
the  register  of  the  Ottoman  Goverameat  to  the 
PachaTik  of  Nesropont,  bad  been  successively 
seized  upon  by  Ali  racha,  who  iotrosted  the  ad- 
ministration of  them  to  his  lieatenaats.  The 
pure  blood  of  the  ancient  Etolians,  their  careless- 
ness, their  contempt  of  death,  is  still  found  among 
the  colonies  pf  Agraphrand  of  Car[)eBiae«  Ani- 
mated-with  the  energy  which  the  vital  air  of  the 
mountains  of  these  cantons  gives  them,  they  aie 
always  induced  to  repel  the  attacks  of  the  tyran- 
ny. In  this  part  of  Etolia,  the  lea^eofthe<»^ 
maiaUs  was  formed.  These  ban^  reioforced  by 
all  the  discontented  of  Greece,  Jiave  sometiow 
opposed  force  to  force,  fanaticism  to  fanaticisa, 
and  have  caused  the  satraps  of  Thessaly  and  fipi- 
rus  to  make  satisfaction  for  the  unjust  enterprna 
formed  against  their  liberty.  .  ^ 

The  country  comprehending  Locris,*  Phocis, 
Livadia,t  and  Attica,  contains,  by  an  approxima- 
ting calculation,  450  square  leagues,  and  a  popo* 
lation  of  about  140,000  souls.  Salone,  Thebe^ 
Livadia,  and  Athens,!  are  the  principal  wties  ot 
th  is  country  5  the  face  «nd  resources  of  which  are, 
with  some  variations,  nearly  the  same  as  in  the 
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ountries  which  have  been  jast  above  delineated 
)  the  table.  It  miay  be  afl&nned,  that,  in  all  these 
rovinces,  forming  continental  Greece,  -the  num- 
er  of  Christian  inhabitants  is,  to  that  of  Mahom- 
tan?,  in  the  proportion  of  nve  to  one;  which 
roul^  give  to  all  this  region  a  total  of  lj3 16,080 
ibabitants,  of  which  there  are  more  than  a  mil- 
OQ  of  Christians,  disposed  over  ail  extent  of 
ountry  which  could  abandantly  contain  and  sup- 
ort  upwards  of  thrice  that  population. 

pELOPONMESUSh 

Peloponnesus,*  or  the  Morea,  has  a  surface  of 
40  square  ieaf;ues.  Its  population  is  240,000 
/hristian  inhabitants,  distributed  in  1^421  villages, 
)WDs,  and  cities,  the  principal  of  whicb  are : 
loriDth,  (a  fort,)  Argos,  Naupli,  (a  fort  and  port,)t 
it.  Pierre,  ^istra.  or  Spapta,  Monembossie,  (a 
)rt,)  Calanaat^,  Androussa,  Coron,  (a  fort  and 
)ad  for  shipping,)!  Modon,  fa  fort  and  road,)^ 
[a?arin,  (a  fort  and  port,)  Arcadia,  Grastonni, 
•ala,  Patras,  (a.  fprt  and  port,)!  Vgstitza,  Cala^ 
ryta,  Tripolitza,  (a  fortj  CariU^ne,  Leondari. 

its  rivers  are  the  Rona  or  the  Alpheus,  the 
Tossili-Potamos,  or  the  Eurotas,  and  several  oth- 
rs  of  a  shorter  course.  The  mountains  of  Area- 
ia,  those  of  Lata  or  the  ancient  Pholoe,  IV^ount 
)lenos,  and  the  Taygete, 'connect  the  country  in 
ifferent  ways.  Notwithstanding  the  catastrophes 
rhjch  the  Peloponnesus  has  experienced,  and 
otwithstanding  the  ruinous  administration  of  the 
^achas,  this  province  still  preserves  immense  re- 
9urces,  owing  to  its  fertility  as  well  as  to  its  top- 
graphical  situation.  Its  agricultural  productions 
re  numerous  and  various :  and,  according  to  a 
ulculaiion  made  upon  the  places,  the  different  can- 
)Ds  of  the  Peloponnesus  produce,  one  year  with 
Dother,  820,000  kilos,  of  corn,  (wheat,)  which 
itches  6,560,000  piastres,  reckoning  the  kilo,  at 
ght  piastres,  the  selling  price  upon  the  places; 
,169,000  kilos,  of  maize^  barley,  and  dry  vegeta- 
tes, making  7,402,000  piastres,  according  to  the 
rdinary  sale  price;  53,000  barrels  of  oil,  making 
,790,200  piastres,  reckoning  the  barrel  at  from 
0  to  45  piastres;  227,550  peundr of  silk,  makin&[ 
,738,500  piastres;  278,00(7  quintals  of  cotton  and 
iw  wool,  making  1,388,800  piastres.  The  other 
avenues  of  affriculiure  and  of  Industry — such  as 
nne,  cheese,  butter,  cattle,  currants,  honey,  cotton 
Head,  and  stuffs  of  wool — ^produce  annually  in 
ash  the  sum  of  8,818,500  piastres,  which  gives  a 
)tal  of  30,698^)00.  The  different  imposts  and 
round  rents  of  the  Province  amounted,  in  the  year 
814,  to  12,816,241  piastres,  which  left  in  favor  of 
^e  managers  a  dinerence  of  17,881,759  piastres. 
Vith  this  excess,  of  which  the  seventeenth  went 
)to  the  treasuries  of  the  Beys,  the  Agas,  and  the 
feat  proprietors,  the  inhabitants  pay  their  indi- 
idual  expenses,  and  the  cantons  buy  in  the  mar- 
ets  of  the  province  the  provisions  of  the  first 
ecessity  which  they  do  not  grow,  and  the  articles 
omiog  from  abroad. 

In  the  above  extract  of  revenues  and  of  ground 
ents  of  the  Peninsula,  the  country  of  Magna*  or 
ncient  Laconia,  is  not  included.  This  canton, 
laced  upon  the  declivities  of  Mount  Taygete,  from 


the  city  of  Calamata  to  Cape  Matapan,  is  divided 
into  twelve  captaincies,  and  forms  a  particular 
species  of  government,  subject  to  the  authority  of  a 
native  Bey  or  Prinee,  held  of  the  Grand  Admiral 
of  the  Porte,  The  Magnates  (poor,  and  naturally 
ferocious)  know  no  other  business  than  that  of 
arms  and  piracy.  In  1813,  there  were 'reckoned 
10,000  men  capable  of  bearing  arms,  in  a  popular 
tion  of  30,000  inhabitants,  (Christians  and  abo- 
rigines,) who  depended  only  nominally  on  the 
Ottoman  Porte. 

Iblands  of  Qreece.(I) 

The  islands  of  Greece,  according  to  their  geo- 
graphical order,  from  south  to  north,  and  from 
.,  are ; 

Candiaf  or  Crete.  It  is  sixty  leag^ues  long,  and 
twenty  broad.  The  ports  are,  the  city  of  Candia,:^ 
Rethymo,*  Canca,t  fcissamos.  Its  population  if 
two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  inhabitants. 

Milo*  or  Meios,  twelve  leagues'  in  circuit,  and 
seven  thousand  inhabitants. 

Santorioj*  nine  leagues  in  circuit ;  twelve  thour 
sand  inhabitants. 

.  Siphanto  or  Syphnos,*  nine  leagues  long,  and 
two  broad ;  seven  thousand  inhabitants. 

Nio.or  los,*  tweivie  leagues  in  circuit :  twA  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  iphabitants.  It  has  a  good 
harbor. 

Amargos,"^  twelve  leagues  in  circuit ;  six  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  and  a  good  harbor. 

Paros,*  four  leagues  long,  and  three  broad ;  two 
thousand  inhabitants. 

Naxos,"**  thirty  leagues  in  circuit ;  ten  thousand 
inhabitants. 

Serphb,*  four  leagues  long,  and  two  broad,  with 
a  good  harbor,  and  two  thousand  inhabitants. 

Thermia  or  Cythnos"^  five  leagues  long,  and  two 
broad,  with  a  good  harbor,  and  four  thousand 
inhabitants. 

Engia  or  Egyne,*  near  the  Morea,  five  leagues 
long,  and  three  broad ;  five  thousand  inhabitants. 

Colpury  or  Salamine,*  twenty  leagues  in  circuit| 
with  a  good  harbor,  and  eight  thousand  inkabi-r 
tants. 

Zea  or  Ceos,"^  six  leagues  long,  and  three  broad ; 
six  thousand  inhabitants. 

Syra  or  Syros,*  fifteen  leagues  in  circuit,  with 
a  harbor,  ana  five  thojisand  inhabitant^. 

Dili  or  Delos,*  not  inhabited. 

Myconi,*  twelve  leagues  in  circuit,  with  a  good 
harbor,  and  four  thousand  inhabitants. 

Tine  or  Tenos.*  seven  leagues  long,  and  three 
broad,  and  nine  tnousand  inhabitants. 

Andros,*  thirty  leagues  in  circuit ;  a  harbor,  and 
twelve  thousand  inhabitants. 

Negropont  or  £ubea,t  four  leagues  long,  and  tea 
broad;  twenty-five  thousand  inhabitants. 

Skiros,  !rix  leagues  long,  and  three  broad ;  six 
thousand  inhabitants. 

Scopelos,  eisht  leagues  long,  and  four  broad; 
seven  thousand  inhabitants* 

Thassos,  thirty  leagues  in  circuit,  with  a  good 
harbor,  and  eight  thousand  inhabitants. 

(1)  Vid.  Abridgment  of  Geography,  by  rAnglois^ 
T.  3,  pp.  34,  830. 
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Samaodraky  or  Samothiace.  eight  leagues  in 
circuit,  and  two  thousand  inhahitants. 

Imbros,  ten  leagues  in  circuit,  with  a  fortified 
harbor,  and  three  thousand  inhabitants. 

Stahrodne  or  Lemnos^*  ten  leagues  long,  and 
eight  broad,  with  a  fortified  harbor,  and  twenty 
tho«9and  inhabitants. 

Tenedos,  fifteen  leagues  in  circuit,  with  a  forti- 
fied harbor,  and  five  thousand  inhabitants. 

Mitylene  or  Lesbos,  twentv  leagues  Ions  and 
fifteen  broad,  with  a  fortified  narbor  and  eighteen 
thousand  inhabitants. 

Chioj't  fifteen  leagues  in  circuit,  [long]  and  five 
broad,  with  a  large  and  good  harbor,  and  sixty 
thousand  inhabitants. 

Samos,*  twelve  leagues  long  and  six  broad,  with 
two  harbors,  and  twelve  thousand  inhabitants. 

Nicari,  or  Icaria,*  eight  leagues  long  and  three 
broad ;  two  thousand  inhabitants. 

Patmos*  few  inhabitants. 

Leros,*  with  a  large  harbor  and  few  inhabitants. 

Calimne.  or  Claros,*  six  leagues  in  circuit,  with 
a  good  harbor,  and  three  thousand  inhabitants. 

Stanco,  or  Cos,*  ten  leagues  long  and  four 
broad,  with  a  fortified  harbor,  and  five  thousand 
inhab{|tants. 

Stimpalie,  or  Astipaloe,"^  seven  leagues  long 
and  three  broad,  with  a  good  harbor  and  six  thou- 
sand inhabitants. 

Carpathos,^  twelve  leagues  in  (Circuit,  with  a 
harbor  and  four  thousand  inhabitants. 

'Rhodes,  twenty-five  leagues  long  and  twenty 
liroad;  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  inhabi- 
tants. The  city  of  Rhodes  is  fortified ;  it  has,  a 
larire  and  good  harbor. 

Cyprus,  one  hundred  and  thirty  leagues  long 
and  sixty  at  its  greatest  breadth.  Its  population 
is  eighty-three  thousand.  The  cities. are,  Nicosia, 
derina,  (a  larfe  harbor,)  Paphos,  Limassal,  Fa- 
maffouste  apd  Lamaca. 

The  islands  of  Idra,*  Spetzia,"^  and  Ipsara,*  very 
important  for  their  marine,  reckon  a  population 
of  fifty-eight  thousand  souls,'  or  thereby.  , 

The  sum  total  of  the  ponulation  of  the  islands 
of  Greece,  may  be  estimated  at  eight  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  inhabitants,  among  which  ar&  in- 
cluded about  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  Ma- 
hometans, and  seven  hundred  and  seventy  thou- 
sand Chrrstians. '  Add  two  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  for  the  Morea,  and  one  million  for  con- 
tinental Greece,  and  there  is  two  million  and  forty 
thousand  for  the  Greek  population  of  these  coun- 
tries. The  Greek  inhabitants  of  Thrace,  of  Bulga- 
ria, of  Constantinople,  of  Smyrna,  and  of  all  Asia 
Minor,  are  not  included  in  this  number. 

According  to  a  detailed  table,  digested  in  the 
year  1813,  the  Greek  marine  of  the  islands  ^nd  of 
difierent  ports  of  Greece,  amounted  to  six  hundred 
and  fifteen  merchant  vessels,  five  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  cannons,  and  seventeen 
thousand  five  hundred  and  tweniy-six  sailors ;  of 
which,  two  hundred  find  forty  vessels,  four  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  twenty  cannons,  and  nine 
thousand  nine  hundred  sailors,  belong  to  the  three 
islands  alone,  of  Idra,  Spetzia,  and  Ipsara. — (  Vide 
PouquetUUj  T.  5.  poffe  68.) 


FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

[Communicated  to  the  Hoose,  Fsb.  fi,  18M.] 

To  H^e  Speaker  of  the  Houh  of 

RipreHfittUives  of  the  United  StaUt  : 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Represeolaiiveti 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  agreetUj  to 
a  resolution  of  that  House  of  the  llih  of  Deecm- 
her  last,  with  the  papers  which  accomptBied  tkit 
report. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Wasbinoton,  Eib.  2, 1824. 


Department  of"6tate, 

Wa$hinfft<m,  Feb,  2, 1824. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  r- 
ferred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represeoa- 
tives.  of  the  11th  of  December  last, "  reqaestij^ 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  communi- 
cate to  that  House  copies  of  spch  parr«  of  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  late  Minister  of  the  United 
States  at  the  Cofirt  of  France,  with  the  Freoek 
Government,  and  such  parts  of  the  correspooi- 
ence  of  said  Minister  wftn  the> -Secretary  of  Su!e, 
relative  to  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  Suies 
for  spoliations  upon  our  lawful  cpmoierce,  as,  in 
bis  opinion,  may  not  be  incoosisteot  vitii  \ke 
public  interest;"  has  the  honor  of  sobmiuingto 
the  President  the  papers  required  by  thairaola- 
tion. 

JOHN  aUINCy  ADAMS. 


EsdtracU  from  the  general  itistructioui  o^  Mr.  Momt^ 
Secrekuy  0/ SkUe,  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  EmofEitner- 
dinary,  and  Minister  Plenipotsntiaty  oftk  UfM 
States  to  ErancSj  dated 

Department  of  State,     . 

Wa^infftan,  April  15, 1816. 

'^  It  has,  at  all  times,  since  our  Revolatioa,  been 
the  sincere  desire  of  this  Grovernmeot  to  cuiurite 
a  ffood  intelligence  with  France.  The  cbsngo 
which  have  taken  place  in  her  GorersoKnt  hare 
never  produced  any  change  in  thisdispositioa.  The 
United  States  have  looked  to  the  French  satios, 
and  to  the  evsiing  Government,  as  its  proper  or- 
j^an,  deeming  it  unjustifiable  to  interfere  vittiiu 
interior  concerns.  The  existing  GroTerameat  hai, 
in  consequence,  been  invariably  recognised  hoe, 
as  soon  as  known.  Shoirid  you  fiod,  that  an* 
founded  prejudices  are  entertained  oo  this  subject, 
which  a  frank  explanation  may  remove,  jou  are 
authorized  to  make  it. 

''Cherishing  these  sentiments  towards  the 
French  nation,  «n^er  all  the  Governmeots  which 
have  existed  there,  it  has  not  been  less  a  cause  fu 
surprise,  than  of  regret,- that  a  corresponding  d^ 
position  has  not,  at  all  times,  been  reciprocated 
by  the  French  Qovemraent  towards  the  United 
States.  The  history  of  the  last  ten  years  is  repWe 
with  wrongs,  received  from  that  Government,  for 
which  no  justifiable  pretext  can  be  assigned.  The 
property  wrested,  in  that  space  of  time,  from  oat 
1  citizens,  is  of  great  value,  for  which  reparauoo 
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AS  not  been  obtained.  These  injories  irere  m» 
eiyed,  under  the  adminittration  of  the  late  Em- 
eror  of  Pranee)  on  whom  the  demand  of  indem* 
ity  was  incessantly  made,  whale  he  remained  in 
Dwer.  Under  the  sensibility  therebv  excited,  and 
le  failure  to  obtain  justice,  the  relations  'of  the 
vo  countries  were  much  affected*  The  disorder 
'hich  has,  of  late,  existed  in  F^rance,  has  pre- 
ented  a  repetition  otthis  demand  ;  hot  now,  that 
le  Qovernment  appears  to  be^ttled,  it  is  due  to 
ur  citizens,  who  were  so  unjustly  plundered,  to 
resent  their  claims,  anew,  to  the  Frenoh  Gtovern- 
lent." 

^'A  gra^s  sum  will  be  receiyed,  in  satisfaction 
r  the  whoU  claim,  if  the  liquidation  and  pay- 
lent  of  every  claim,  founded  on  just  principleB, 
)  be  established-,  cannot  be  obtained. 

'*  The  Doanagement  of  this  important  interest-  is 
^mmitted  to  your  discretion,  as  to  the  moment 
ad  manner  of  bringing  it  under  cohsideration, 
t  which  the  prospect  of  .obtaining  a  satisfactory 
*paratioa  will,  necessarilr,  have  its  doe  weight, 
^ou  will  be  furnished  witn  a  lett<!r  of  instruction, 
uihorizing  you  to  provide  for  it,  by  cooTention, 
bouid  that  mode  be  preferred." 


The  Secretary  of  BtaU  to  Mr.  GaUaiin. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb,  ^ 

WoMoffton,  May  7,^l8l6. 

Sir  :  On  the  presnokption  that  His  Most  Chris- 
an  Majesty  may  be  disposed  to  provide,  by  spe* 
ial  convention,  for  the  just  claims  of  the  citizens 
f  the  United  ^;tates  against  France,  as,  also,  for 
le  tike  claims  of  Freoch  subjects  against  the 
(nited  States-^this  letter  is  given  to  you  by  di- 
action  of  the  President,  as  an  authority  and  in- 
ruction  to  negotiate  a  convention  for  that  pur- 
Qse,  with  such  person  or  persons  as  may  have  a 
ke  authority  from  His  Most  Christian  Majesty. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc\ 

JAMBS  MONROE. 


ktract  of  a  letter^  No,  10,  from  Mr.  GaUcUin,  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Minuter  Plenipotefnliary  to 
France,  to  Mr,  Monroe,  Secrektry  of  StaU  dated 

Paris,  November  11, 1816. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  my 
ote,  of  the  9th  instant,  to  the  Duke  de  Kichelieu, 
n  the  subject  of  indemnities  due  to  citizens  of  the 
Jnited  States,  on  account  of  the  illegal  and  irreg* 
lar  sequestratioQs  and  condemnations  made  un- 
er  the  authority  of  the  former  Oovernment  of 
''ranee.  I  had  some  difficulty  in  collecting,  from 
cattered  documents,  the  information  necessary  to 
resent  a  correct  view  of  the  subject,  and  adapted 
d  existing,  cixcnmstances." 


Paris,  Nooembir  9, 1810. 

MoicsiBCR  LB  Duo :  I  had  already  the  honor, 
n  some  preliminary  conversations,^  to  present  to 
'our  Excellency  a  general  view  of  the  losses  sna* 
ained  by  American  citizens,  under  various  illegal 
icts  of  the  former  Government  of  France ;  and, 


for  which,  the  United  States  claim  an  indemnity: 
from  the  justice  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty. 

The  right  to  an  indemnity,  ^ing  founded  ob 
the  law  of  nations,  extends  to  all  cases,  whefc 
there  has  been  an  evident  infraction  of  that  law, 
such  as  it  is  recognised  by  civilized  natioos. 

of  the  acts  t>f  the  former  French  €k)vernmenty 
openly^ violating  that  law;  those  issued  on  the 
21st  November,  180^  at  Berlin,  and  on  the  17th 
December,  1807,  at  Milan,  were  promulgated  in 
the  shape  of  public  decrees,  applicable,  at  least 
nominally^  to  other  nations,  as  well  a&  the  United 
States.  Other  acts  were,-  exclusively,  directed 
against  America ;  appearing,  also,*  sometimes  un-* 
dir  the  form  of  decrees,  as  that  of  Bayonne,  of  the 
17th  April,  1808,  and  that  of  R^mbouillet,  of  the 
23d  March,  1810 ;  and,  at  timas,  being  .only  spe* 
cial  ordeia  for  seizing  or  selling  certain  American 
vessels  and  cargoes.  To  these  various  acts,  must 
be  added,  the  wanton  destruction,  at  different 
times,  of  American  ressels  on  the  high  seaSj 

That  the  Bedin  and  Milan  decrees,  so  far  as 
they,  declared  liable  to  capture*and  condeipnation 
neutral  vessels,  pursuing  an  innocent  ciHfnnerce, 
and  contravening  no  municipal  laws,  were'  an 
evident  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  has  not 
been,  and  cannot  be,  denied.  The  plea  of  retalia* 
tion,  grounded  on  a  supposed  acquiescence  of  neu* 
tral  Powers  in  certain  acts  oi^  Great  Britain,  and 
urg[ed  in  justification  of  those  decrees,  was  unjust 
in  its  principle,  and  altogether  inadmissible,  whea 
affecting  a  neutral  instead  of  an  enemy.  .And, 
even  that  pretence  for  plundering  a  friendly  Power 
Wflb  abanddned,  when  the  \^o  belligerent  Gpv* 
ernments,  whilst  continuing  to  .capture  the  vessels 
of  the  neutral  trading  with  their  respective  enemy, 

S^rmitted  a  direct  commtece,  by  mean»i  of  licenses, 
ttt  that  plea  was,  in  point  of  fact,  destitute  of 
foundation  with  respect  to  the  United  States* 
That  they  had  uniformly  opposed  the  aggressions 
of  Great  Britain,  on  their  neutral  rights,  is  noto- 
rious. It  is  not  less  itue,  and  appears  from  all 
their  public  acts,  'and  from  the  tenor  of  their  ne* 
gotiations  with  both  belligerents,  that  it  was  solely 
owing  to  the  acts  pf  France,  to  th^  Berlin  and 
Milan  deesees,  thai  still  more  decisive  measures  of 
resistance  were  not  early  adopted  sgainst  Great 
Britain.  So  k>ng  as  France  and  England  equally 
continued  to  violate  the  neutral  rights  of  America, 
she  could  not  have  selected  either  of  those  nations 
for  an  enemy,  without  tamely  submitting  to  tht 
aggressions  of  the  other,  and  without  deviating 
from  that  impartial  course  which  it  was  her  con* 
stant  endeavor  to  pursue.  And  when,  at  last,  the 
French  decrees  had  been  revoked,  so  far  as  America 
was  concerned,  the  perseverance  of  England  ia 
continuing  her  unlawful  ordei^s,  and  in  violating 
the  rights  of  the  United  States,  produced  a  decla* 
ration  of  war,  on  their  part,  against  that  country. 
Notwithstanding  the  intrinsic  justice  of  tha 
claim  of  the  United  States  for  losses  sustained  by 
their  dtizens,  under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decreei^ 
it  was  intimated  by  your  Excellency  that  those 
decrees  -having  been  of  a  general  nature,  other 
nations,  that  had  also  expeuenced  losses  by  their 
operation,  wonld  have  had  an  equal  right  to  an 
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indemnity,  and  that  those  pets  not  having  been 
enumerated  in  the  last  treaties  and  eonventions 
between  France  and  the  other  European  Powers, 
amongst  those  for  which  a  compensation  should 
be  made  by  France,  the  United  States  ought  not 
to  expect  to  be  placed  on  a  better  footing  than 
other  nations. 

It  would  be  preposterous  to  suppose,  and  it  can- 
not' ha  re  been  intended  to  suggest,  that  the  United 
States  can  in  any  case  be  bound  by  trekties  to 
which  they  were  not  parties,  and  in  which  no 
attention  whhtever  could  hare  been  paid  to  their 
interest.  Nor  can,  by  any  correct  analogy,  the 
principles  therein  adopted'  be  applied  to  America* 

The  allied  Powers  naturally  sought  to  obtain 
indemnity  in  those  cases  in  which  they  were  most 
intere8te(|.  Almost  all,  if  not  all  of  them,  had 
been,  during  the  late  European  wars,  either  at  war, 
or  in  alliance  with  France,  whilst  the  United 
States  had  nerer  stood  in  either  of  those  relations 
towards  her.  Hence,  itJiecessarily  followed,  that 
the  injuries  sustained  by  the  subjects  of.  those 
Powers,  differed  essentially  from  those  inflicted 
by  Frai^ce  on  American  citizens.  The  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  so  far  as  tjiey  extended  beyond  pro* 
kihitorv  municipal  regulations,  although  m)minally 

feneral,  applied  in  tact  almost  exdusirely  to  the 
Fnited  S ta  tes.  If  there  was  any  exception,  it  was 
in^  amount  too  small,  and  applied  to  nations  whose 
weight  was  too  inconsiderable  to  be  taken  into 
eonsideration.  Of  the  other  Powers,  many  had 
no  interest  that  iodemnilies  should  be  obtained  on 
thnt  account,  whilst  several  of  them,  namely,  Eng^ 
land,  Spain,  Holland,  Denmark,  aud  Naples,  bad 
a  direct  interest  that  the  principle  should  not^  be 
admitted.  It  will,  of  course,  appear,  that,  by  the 
Conrention  between  France  and  Great  Britain, 
compensation  is  to  be  made  by  France  for  all  the 
property  of  English  subjects  confiscated  or  se* 
questered,  not  only  during  the  last  war,,  but  ali^o 
during  that  which  pre<^eded  the  Treaty  of  Amiens, 
and  including  even  the  loss  arising  from  th«  re* 
duetion  of  the  public  cfebt  of  France,  to  one- third 
of  its  nominal  amonnt,  with  the  exception  of  the 
seizures  and  confiscations  made  in  consequence  of* 
the  laws  of  war,  and  of  the  prohibitory  laws.  And 
the  exception,  precisely  embraces  the  principal 
classes  of  injuries,  for  which  the  United  States 
are  entitled  to  indemnity,  since  their  grotfnds  of 
complaint  against  France  are  the  abuse  on  her 
]part  of  belligerent  rights  and  the  unlawful  ezten- 
aion  of  prohibitory  laws  beyond  their  legitimate 
sphere. 

Not  only  were  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  an 
evident  and  acknowledged  violation  of  the  law  of 
nations ;  hot  only  tbe  plea  of  retaliation  against 
England,  and  of  a  presumed  acquiescence  in  her 
affgressions,  was-  unfounded-,  with  respect  to  the 
United  States ;  not  only  neither  the  treaties  be- 
tween France  and  tbe  allied  Powers  are  binding 
on  America,  nor  the  principles  adopted  in  those 
treaxies  applicable  to  the  relations  in  which,  she 
atood  towards  France;  but  those  decrees  were 
also  an  open  infraction  of  the  treaties  subsisting 
between  the  two  countries;  namely,  of  the  Idth, 
13th,  and  14th  articles  of  the  Convention  of  the 


SOth  of  Septemberv  1800,  which  did  not  cxpiit 
till  the  31st  of  July,  1809.  For,  it  wss  tbercii 
stipulated,  that  the  citizens  of  either  conotry  migitt 
sail  with  their  ships  and  merchandise  (contnbud 
good3  excepted)  from  any  port  whatever,  touy 
port  of  the  enemy  of  the  other,  and  from  t  port 
of  such  enemy,  either  to  a  neutral  part,  or  toaa- 
other  port  of  the  enemy,  unless  such  port  sboald 
be  actually  blockaded ;  that  a  vessel  aauiagforan 
enemy's  port,  without  knowing  that  the  aame  ms 
blockaded)  should  be  turned  a^ay,  bat  neitfaer  be 
detained,  nor  her  cargo  be  confiscated;  that  in- 
plements  and  ammunition'  of  war  should  sloaebe 
considered  contcaband  t)f  war ;  and  that  free  ships 
should  make  free  goods,  extending  that  freedoa 
even  to  an  ^nemy'^i  property,  on  board  tbe  ships 
belonging  to  the  citizens  of  either  eoantry.  The 
French  decrees,  in-triolation  of  those  stipaiatioa^ 
after  having  declared  the  British  islands  aod  pos* 
sessions  in  a  state  of  blockade,  although  they  wm 
not  pretended  to  be  actually  blockadd,  ouuie  !»• 
ble  to  capture  and«  condemnation  all  Americai 
(as  well  as  «other  neutral)  vessels,  saihog  oq  the 
high  seas,  from  or  to  any  English  port,  or  erei 
which  flight  have  been  visit^  bv  aji  Eogiish 
vessel,  as  well  as  every  8{>ecies  of  maduDd» 
belonging  to  English  subjects,  or  of  Esgloh 
origin. 

It  is  truQ  that,  in  answer  to  the  Amerieao Mis- 
ister  w^o  had  applied  for  explanations  respertiiig 
the  construction  intended  to  be  given  totheBer* 
lin  decree,  asonrances  were  at  first  giveft  ibaiit 
would  produce  no  change  in  the  previous  regoli- 
tions  respecting  neutral  navigators,  nor  is  theeoi- 
vention  with  the  United  States.  This  conitnw- 
tion,  which  gave  to  that  decree  the  character asif 
of  a  prohibitory  municipal  law,  wfts  adhered  to 
during  the  ten  first  months  which  followed  its 
promulgation;  and  it  was  only  in  fileptmberi 
1807,  that  merchandise,  found  on  hoard  oiDeatnl 
vessels  a^  sea,  was  declared  liable  to  coodefflDa- 
tion,  merely  on  account  of  its  beiiig  of  hn^ 
growth  or  manu£acture.  This  fact  ii  here  stated 
lur  the  purpose  of  observing,  that  tbe  usmuea 
which  had  thus  been  given,  and  tbepfacticaicoQ- 
struclion  thus  first  put  on  the  Berlin  dec/ee,  pre- 
vented the  early  opposition  which  olhcrwijie  the 
United  States  would  have  made  lo  ii;  aadthat 
this  supposed  acquiescence  on  their  partscfved  as 
a  pretence  for  the  British  Orders  ih  Coaoeil  of  No- 
vember, 1807,  which  were  immediatdf  followed 
by  the  French  decree  of  Milan. 

The  decrees  and  orders  of  the  French  Gofen- 
mem,  which  applied  exclusively  to  the  UaiM 
Stat&s,  will  now  be  noticed.   >  .       r  u 

Assailed  by  the  simultaneous  aggreniootof  toe 
two  belligerent  Powers,  the  first  step  of  the  Aae- 
rican  Government  was  to  withdraw  the  coiB' 
merce  of  the  United  States  from  the  depredauow 
to  mhich  it  was  every  where  exposed.  Ad  em- 
bargo was  laid  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  l9u?i 
on  all  their  vessels;  and  notwithstaodiog  tbe  ex- 
traordinary ^privations  and  the  ^reat  loss  of  k^^ 
nue  which  were  incurred,' that  measure  vas  |)er- 
severed  in  during  fifteen  months.  lo  the  meta 
while,  strong  remonstrances  weie  made  to  the 
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Vench  and  Eoglish  Gbreraments,  oa  the  subject 
f  their  unlawful  acts.  NoC  only  was  the  appeal 
}  their  justiee  fraitless,  bat  it  appears  that,  bf  an 
rder  said  to  have  been  issued  at  Bayonn^  on  the 
7th  of  April,  1808,  all  American  ressels  then  in 
36  ports  of  France,  or  which  might  thereafter 
ome  into  them,  were  directed  to  be  seized,  on 
lie  pretence  that  no  vessel  of  the  United  States 
ould  then  navigate,  without  infringing  a  law  of 
le  United  States,  as  if  the  infraction  of  a  mu- 
icipal  law  couhi  be  lawfully  punished  by  a  for- 
igQ  Power;  as  if  it  had  not  been  notorious  that 

number  of  American  vessels,  which  were  abroad 
rben  the  embargo  became  known  to  them,  re- 
laioed  in  foreign  seas  and.  countries,  in  order  to 
void  the  effect  of  that  law. 

The  pressure  of  the  embargo  on  the  agriculture 
nd  commerce  of  Ifae  United  Statte  became  such,* 
lac  Congress  fbund'  it  proper  to  modify  that 
leasure.  By  a  law  of  the  1st  March,  1809,  the 
ct  laying  an  embargo  #aa repealed  with  respect 
>  all  coun  tries,  England  and  France  only  ex- 
epted,  and  th^  vessels  and  merchandise  of  both 
ountries  w«re  excluded  from'  the  United  States 
fter  the  20th  of  May  following ;  with  the  provi- 
0,  that,  in  case  either  France  or  Great  Britain 
hould  50  revoke  or  modify  their  edicts,  as  (bat 
hey  should  cease  to  violate  th^  neutral  commefce 
f  the  United  Stales,  the  commercial  intercourse 
f  the  United  States  should  be  renewed  with  the 
ation  so  doing.  This  law  in  its  nature  was  en- 
irely  municipal  and  pacific ;  and  its  object  was 
}  avoid  immediate  hostilities  and  to  give  further 
ime  for  negotiations;  to  withdraw,  as  far  asprac- 
cable,  the  navigation  of  the  United  States  from 
le  operation  of  the  unlawful  acts  of  both  Franca 
Dd  England,  ana  to  give  to  both  sufficient  in- 
Qcemcntsfor  repealing  their  edicts,  by  the  actual 
rivation  of  the  benefits  derived  from  the  Ameri- 
in  eommei'ce,  and  by  the  prospect  that,  in  case 
r  such  repeal  by  either  nation,  she  wvutd  again 
ijoy  those  advantages  of  which  berenemywould 
»ntinue  to  be  deprived. 

The  a6t  was  officially  communicated  on  the 
^th  of  April,  1809,  by  tne  American  Minister,  to 
le  French  Oov^rnmeat.  It  was  not  at  that  time 
eated  as  hostile ;  and  if  it  produced  no  favorable 
liange,  no  remonstrance  was  made  against  it; 
•ut,  towards  the  end  of  ^he  same  year,  orders 
rere  given  to  seize  all  the  American  vessels  in 
'ranee,  or  Jn'  the  countries  occupied  by  her  arms ; 
nd  after  a  great  number  had  been  thus  seized, 
rincipally  in  Spain  and  in  Holland,  an  imperial 
ecree  was,  on  the  23d  March,  1810,  issued  at 
Lambouillet,  ordering  or  rather  confirming  that 
Hzuw,  extending  it  to  all  American  vessels  wliich 
ad  entered  France  or  those  countries  since  the 
Oth  May,  1809,  and  directing  that  the  product  of 
le  sales  should  be  deposited  m  the  caisse  d'amor^ 
ssement  The  act  of  Congress  of  1st  March, 
309,  was  alleged  as  the  motive  for  that  outrage- 
as  measure.  In  point  of  fact,  it  is  not  believed 
lat  any  vessel,  the  property  of  French  subjects, 
ad  been  foHeited  for  a  violation  of  that  act.  At 
last,  it  is  not  recollected  that  any  application  was 
lade  for  the  remission  of  such  forfeiture,  to  the 


Treasury  Department,  which,  by  the  law,  was 
authorized  to  grant  such  remivions,  and  would 
certainly  have  done  it,  in  any  case  where  the  law 
might  not  bave  been- within  the  knowled^  of  the 
parties.  But  it  cannot  be  necessary  seriously  to 
discuss  a  plea  which  was  evidently  but  a  pretence 
for  plunder.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  observe,  that 
the  gross  injustice  of  the  Rambouillet  decree  con- 
sists in  its  retrospective  operation;  and  that  if  the 
French  Government  had  promulgated. an  order, 
excluding  American  vessels  from  the  ports  of 
France  and  of  the  countries  occupied  by  her  arms, 
and  pronouncing  the  penalty  of  confiscation  after 
due  notice  of  that  order,  American  citizens  who 
might  have  voluntarily  and  knowingly  violated 
the  provisions  of  what  was  only  a  municipal  law, 
would  have  been  justly  liable  to  its  penalties. 

The  American  property  seized  or  captured  by 
virtue  either  of  those  four  general  decrees,  or  of 
special  orders,  which  are  but  partially  known  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  may,  in 
reference  to  its  present  situation,  be  classed  under 
two  general  heads,  viz:  that  which  has  never 
been  condemned,  find  that  which  has  been  actually 
confiscated* 

The  first  class  einbraces  the^essels  and  cargoes 
burnt  at  sea,  and  those  which  have  been  sequest- 
ered. * 

It  is  not  necessary  to  make  any  observations  on 
the  destruction  of  vessels  at  sea,  your  Excellency 
having  already  intimated  that  the  Government  of 
France  was  disposed  to  make  compensation  for 
acts  of  that  nature.  ^ 

The  vessels  and  cargoes  sequestered,  and'  not 
condemned,  consisted  principally  of  those  seized 
at  St.  Sebastian,  and  other  places,  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  year  1809,  and  in  the  beginning  of  1810, 
and  sold  oy  virtue  of  the  decree  of  Rambouillet. 
f'ourteen  vessels  which,  during  that  Winter,  had 
been  driven  into  Holland,  and  which,  by  a  particu- 
lar agreement  between  the  Government  of  that 
country  and  that  of  France,  bearing  date,  it  is  said, 
the  16th  of  March,  1810,  were  put  at  the  disposal 
of  France,  are  of  the  same  description.  And  ex- 
clusively of  other  special  orders  of  the  sanie  na- 
ture, which  may  not  b^kuown  to  me,  the  cargoes 
of  seven  vessels  arrived  at  Antwerp  in  the^  begin- 
ning of  ^e  year  1807,  and  which  were  permuted 
to  be  landed  there,  were  also  .sequestered  and 
fioally  sold  by  virtue  of  an  order  of  Goveromeat, 
dated  the  4th  pf  Mav  1810.  In  all  these  cases 
there  has  been  no  condemnation,  no  final  decision. 
The  vessel  and  cargoes  were  only  seized  and  sold 
by  order  of  Government,  and  the  proceeds  of  sales 
deposited  in  the  caisse  d'amorttssement,«r  in  some 
other  public  chesL 

The  right  to  demand  and  obtain  a  decision  on 
all  those  suspended  cases,  is  undeniable.  Either 
the  proceeds  of  sales  will  be  restored  to  the  lawful 
owners,  by  virtue  of  that  decision,  or  the  present 
Government  of  France  must  go  beyond  what  had 
been  done  by  the  former  Government,  and  decree 
the  final  confiscation  of  property,  which  even  thUt 
Government  had  been  unwilling  to  condemn.  I 
will  not  permit  myself  for  a  moment  to  suppose 
that  there  can  be  any  hesitation  on  that  question. 
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With  respect  to  property  actually  condemned 
without  intending  to  impair  the  indisputable  right 
of  the  United  States  to  an  indemnity  for  every 
condensation  made  by  virtue  of  decrees,  violating 
the  acknowledged  law  of  nations,  I  will  beg  le^ve 
to  add  some  o nervations  on  the  manner  in  which 
those  decrees  were  executed^  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  an  investigation  and  revision  of  those 
condemnations  ought  to  take  place,  even  if  it  Was 
admitted  that  France  had  a  right  to  issue  the  Ber* 
lin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  to  condemn  vessels  con- 
travening (heir  tenor,  "f  he  time  necessary  to  ob- 
tain information  in  that  respect,  has  occasioned 
the  delay  which  has  .taken  place  in  making  this 
communication,  since  the  last  conference  I  had 
the  honor  to  hold  with  your  Excellency. 

1.  These  condemnations  h^ve,  as  has  already* 
b^n  stated,  been  made  in  contravention  of  an  ex- 
isting treaty  (  so  far  at  least  as  relates  to  property 
seized  or  caotored  prior  to  the  31st  of  July,  1809. 

2.  Several  of  the  condemnations,  or  rather,  acts 
of  confiscation,  were  made  by  what  has  been 
called  ^Mmperial  decisions,  meaning  thereby,  not 
those  case?  where  an  appeal  may  have  been  made 
from  that  CouDcil  of  Prizes  to  the  Council  of 
State,  but  those  instances  where  the  order  of  con- 
demaation  issued  from  the  Council,  or  from  Napo- 
leon himself,  without  anv  previous  regular  trial 
and  condemnation  by  the  Council  of  Prizes. 
Such  proceedings  must  be  considered  as  irregular 
and  arbitrary  acts,  contravening  the  usages  and 
law  of  nations.  It  is  sut&ciontly  harcl  for  the 
neutral  that  his  property  Ithould  be  tried  exclu- 
sively by  the  tribunals  of  the  belligerent,  where  a 
natural  bias  exists  in  favor  of  the  captors.  It  i9 
at  h?ast  necessary  that  the  decisions  should  be 
made  by  a  i^egular  and  permanent  tribunal,  acting 
according  to  fixed  rules,  and  affording  ever^  se- 
curity of  which  such  an  institution  is  susceptible. 
But  the  United*  States  have  a  riffht  to  demand' 
th«t  those  imperial  decisions  should  be  annulled 
not  only  as  contravening  the  usages  and  law  df 
nations,  but  as  violating,  also,  ati  existing  treaty. 
It  has  been  stipulated  by  the  22d  article  of  the 
Convention,  of  the  30th  of  September,  1800,  *<that 
in  all  cases,  the  established  courts  for  prize  causes, 
in  the  country  to  wlich  th^  prizes  might  be  con- 
ducted, shooid  alone  take  cognizance  of  them." 
Of  twenty-seven  vessels  and  cargoes  (captured  or 
seized  prior  to  the  1st  of  November,  1810)  which, 
as  appears  by  a  list  before  ine,  were  condemned 
by  imperial'  decisions^  eighteen  had  been  seized  or 
captured  prior  to  the  31st  of  July,  1809,  the  day 
on  whi<;h  the  Convention  expired.     ' 

3.  I  have  been  assured  thjat,  upon  investigation, 
it  will  be  found  that  some  of  the  decisions  of  the 
Council  of  Prizes  itself,  have  taken  place  without 
observing  the  forms  prescribed  by  law;  without 
giving  an  opportunity  to  the  parties  of  bringing 
their  proofs;  without  an  examination  of  the  ship- 
papers,  and,  in  fact,  in  obedience  to  an  imperial 
order.  A  decision  of  the  Council,  date^  10th  of 
September,  1811,  and  by  which  six  ships  and 
cargoes  were  at  once  condemned,  is  particularly 
mentioned. 

4.  The  retrospective  operation  of  the  Rambou- 


illet  decree  has  already  been  menttoaed.  It  ^ 
also  be  found  that,  in  several  instances,  the  Milu 
decree  has  reeeived  a  similar  coastraetioit,  lod 
that  vessels  have  been  condemned  for  htriog 
contravened  that  decree,  which  coald  not  hiTe 
known  its  existence,  having  sailed  from  Amoietft 
ports  either,  before,  or  a.  shprt  time  after,  it  lad 
been  issued,  and  the  allegea  infraction  of  the  de- 
cree itself  having,  at  least  in  one  instance,  ttkB 
p^e  prior  to  its  date. 

.  5.  It  might  have  been  expected  that,  when  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  declared  to  be  te- 
voked  from  and  after  the  1st  of  November,  1810, 
no  further  condemnations  would  take  place  wiik 
respect  to  eased  not  yet  deciiled  at  that  time;  not- 
withstanding which,  it  appears  that  forty-eigfat 
ships  and  cargoes,  previoosly  seized  or  ftptared, 
were  condemned  subsequent  to  that  day,  namdf: 
by  the  Council  of  Prizes,  eighteen  before,  and  tea 
after,  t)ie  26th  of  April,-  1811;  atfd  byisBperiii 
decisions,  eleven  before,  and  nine  after,  the  lut 
mentioned  day;  Yet  the  decree  of  that  dty  {M 
of  April,  1811)  enacts  and  declares  that  the  ficr* 
lin  and  Milan  decrees  are,  from  and*  after  the  Irt 
November,  1810,  definitively  considered  t»  if  thef 
had  not  existed  (oomme  wm  Ofomtu)  with  reipeei 
to  American  vessels. 

6.  Several  condemnations  were  made,  for  frivo- 
lous pretences,  of  veoseb  icaptored  after  the  in 
November,  1810,  or,  in  other  cases  wiiieii  tb 
f^enerai  decrees  could  not  reach;  such  as  alleged 
u-regularities  in  the  certilicateB  of  origil^  ot  ii 
othtf  ship-papers;  prceumecl  navig^tioo  Qader 
British'  convoy;  mutiny  oi\  boaid;  intc&noi 
to  remit  the  proceeds  of  sales  through  Eif- 
land. 

It  appears,  from  the.  preceding  statemcstjtbat, 
indep^dent  of  the  iUegalitjr  of  ths  Berlin  and 
S4ilaa  decree*,  there  is  aufficient  cause  for. the  t^ 
vision  of  the  condemnations  whicb  hawtakcA 
place.  Ngr  is  there  any  thing  novel  in  ^ 
course.  A  aunaber  of  unlawful  captares  of  Aoe- 
rican  vessels  having  been  made  by  Great  Brtuii 
during  the  commencement  of  her  war  with  France, 
particularly  by  virtue  5f  certain  Bridih  Orders  ia 
Council,  of  the  6th  November,  1793,  it «aj agreed, 
by  the  7th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Norember, 
1794f  between  the  United  Stales  aod  Kngl>M, 
that  full  and  complete  •  coaipensaiioa  ihoald  be 
made  by  the  British  Gotemmeat  for  the  loan 
and 'damage  sustained  by  cilizeas  of  theUatied 
Sutes,  by  reason  of  irregular  or  illegal capcimsoi 
condemnations  of  theijr  vessels  and  other  propertf, 
under  color  of  authority  or  coinmi»ooa  uomHii 
Britannic  Majesty;  and  a  sum  ezceedisg  tfrdn 
hundred  thousand  pounds  aterting,  is  specie,  w 
actually  paid  to  American  citizens,  by  the  deeis* 
ion  of  the  joint  commission  appointed  in  con- 
formity with  the  said  treaty. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  have  the  hoaor 
to  propose  to  your  Ezcelleney  an  arrangenieot, 
founded  on  the  following  basis,  in  which,  withoal 
abandoning  the  just  rights  of  the  citizens  of  t^ 
United  States,  jbl  positive  stipulation  isaToided, 
which  would,  at  that  time,  bind  the  Gorernnwit 
of  France  to  make  coapieiiMtioa  genefally  m 


2945 


APPENDIX. 


2946 


NeffoUations  with  tF^aiice — SpoUaHons, 


all  the  condemnations  under  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees. 

1st.  That  the  Governtnent  of  Prance  will  en- 
sage  to  make  compensation  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States:  1.  For  all  vessels  and  cargoes 
captured,  seized,  or  sequestered,  which  have  not 
been  definitively  condemned  by  the  Council  of 
Prizes,  and  the  proceeds  of  wnich  were  placed 
either  in  the  public  treasury,  in  the  cdisu  d?amor* 
iis9ementj  or  in  any  other  public  chest;  and  also 
for  all  vessels  and  cargoes  destroyed  at  sea,  and 
likewise  not  condemned  by  the  Council  of  Prizes : 
2.  For  the  losses  sustained  by  reason  of  such  other 
irregular  or  unlawful  seizures,  captures,  or  con- 
demnations, as  will  be  decreed,  by  a  joint  com- 
mission, to  h^ve  been  made  contrary  to  public 
law  and  justice,  or  in  contravention  of  existing 
treaties. 

2d.  That  a  ioint  commission  (or  commissions) 
shall  be  established,  with  power,  1.  To  liquidate 
the  amount  due  for  property,  either  destroyed  at 
sea,  or  sequestered  and  not  definitively  condemned 
as  aforesaid :  2.  To  decide  In  what  other  cases  of 
irregular  or  unlawful  seizures,  captures,  or  con- 
demna*tions,  the  Government  of  France  is  justly 
bound  to  make  also  compensation,  and  to  What 
amount.  ; 

The  manner  in  which  the  commission  or  com- 
missions should  be  appointed  and  organized,  may, 
it  is  presumed,  be  easily  arranged,  and  every  rea- 
sonable stipulation  will  be  admitted  which  may 
be  necessary  to  limit  exclusively  the  right  to  com- 
pensation to  cases  of  (ana  fide  American  property. 

I  cannot  end  this  coipmunication  without  say- 
ing, that  the  present  situation  of  France  is  known 
and  felt  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  evidently  the  interest  of  America  that  France 
should  be  prosperous  and  powerful.  It  is  the  Sin- 
cere wish  of  the  Government  of  America,  that 
the  present  Government  of  France  may  soon  be 
relieved  from  the  difficulties  which  the  lamentable 
event  of  March,  1815,  has  occasioned.  It  is, 
therefore,  with  reluctatiee,  and  only  in  obedience 
to  a  sacred  duty,  that  a, demand  is  made,  at  this 
time,  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  increase 
those  difficulties  ]  and  every  disposition  exists  to 
accede  to  such  time  and  mode  of  payment  as, 
without  being  inconsistent  with  the  just,  rights  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  may  be  least  in- 
convenient to  France. 

Permit  me  to  request  your  Excellency  to  take 
the  subject  into  early  consideration,  and  to  com- 
municate to  me,  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable, 
the  determination  of  His  Majesty's  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

His  Ex'cy  the  Duke  nE  Richelieu, 

'  Minister^  Se<^y  of  State  for  the  LtpartmerU 
of  Foreign  Affavrs^  ^c. 


Extract  of  a  Letter^  No.  19y  from  Mr.  Gallatin^  En- 
voi/ Sictraordinary  and  Minister  FUnipotentiary 
to  France^  to  Mr.  Monroe^  Secretary  of  &atey  do^tML 

Paris,  January  20, 1817. 

*<  Having  received  no  answer  from  the  Duke  de 

18th  Con.  Itt  Sess 93 


Richelieu  to  my  letter  of  the  9th  November  last, 
I  addressed  to  him,  on  the  26th  December,  a  short 
note,  of  which,  and  df  his  answer,  dated  the  16th 
instant,  copies  are  enclosed. 

"  In  the  interview  which  accordingly  took  place 
to-day,  I  requested  that  he  would  proceed  to  state 
what  he  had  concluded  to  offer  in  answer  to  the 
basis  proposed  in  my  note  of  the  9th  of  November 
last.  He  said  that  nis  o£fer  would  fall  very  short 
of  our  demands ;  that  he  would  not  go  beyond  an 
indemnity  for  vessels  burnt  at  sea,  and  for  those, 
the  proceeds  of  which  had  been  only  sequestered 
and  deposited  in  the  caisse  d^amortissemeTU.  He 
added,' that  he  would  make  his  proposal  in  writng, 
and  this  would  not  be  attended  with  much  delay. 
I  then  said  that  I  could  not  give  any  opinion  ou 
his  proposal,  until  I  had  received  nis  pote,  but 
that  I  wished  him  to  understand  that,  if  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  thoqght  it  proper 
(which  I  could  not  at  present  promise.)  to  accept 
an  indemnity  for  certain  classes  only  of  our  claims^ 
this  never  would  be  purchased  by  a  relinquishment 
of  the  other  just  demands  of  our  citizens." 


Mr.  Gallatin  to  the  Duke  de  RuMie^ 

Paris,  December  26, 1816. 

The  undersigned,  sensible  of  the  important  hv^ 
siness  which,  at  the  openitig  of  the  two  Chambers, 
must  have  engrossed  the  attention  of  His  Most 
Christian  Majesty's  Government,  has  heretofore 
avoided  to  urge  the  consideration  of  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  letter,  which  he  had  the  honor  to 
address,  on  the  9th  of  November  last,  to  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Duke  de  Richelieu.  It  has,  however, 
become  necessary  that  he  should  be  able  to  com- 
municate to  his  own  €k)vernment,  the  result  of 
his  application.  He,  therefore,  Yequests  an  inter- 
view, as  early  as  will  suit* the  convenience' of  the 
Duke  de  Richelieu. 

The  undersigned  embraces,  with  pleasure,  this 
opportunity  of  presenting  to  His  Excellency  the 
Duke  de  Richelieu  the  reiterated  assurance  of  his 
most  distinguished  consideration.  " 


[tbanslation.] 

The  Duke  de  Ridielieu  to  Mr.  GaUaMn. 

'  •  ^  .Paris,  January  16, 1817. 

The  Duke  de  Richelieu 'cannot  but  deeply  re- 
gret that  his  weighty  and  multiplied  avocations 
have  compelled  him  to  put  off,  until  this  moment, 
the  time  he  h'^d  promised  himself  to  receive  Mr. 
G^allatin,  and  now  fixes  the  time  for  Monday 
morning,  the  20th  of  the  present  month,  at  noon, 
if  that  day  meets  his  convenience. 

He  prays  him  to  accept,  meanwhile,  the  renewed 
assurance  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration* 


Eactract  of  a  letter,  No.  27,  flrom  Mr.  OaUaHn  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  Paris,  23d  April,  1817. 

"I  had  an  interview  on  the  13th  instant  with 
the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  in  which  he  anounced  to 
me,  that  he*  had  concluded  not  to  give  a  written 
answer  to  my  note  of  the  9th  of  November  last, 
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on  the  subject  of  American  claims.  The  claims 
of  the  subjects  of  European  Powers  which  France 
was,  by  the  Convention  of  -1815,  bound  to  pay, 
bad  been  estimated  at  a  sum  not  exceeding,  at 
most,  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  francs 
(or  an  annuity  of  seven  and  a  half  millions.) 
l^ut  it  was  now  found  that  the  terms  thus  im- 
posed were  much  harsher  than  the  French  Gov- 
ernmeixt  had  expected,  or  than  the  Allies  them- 
selves had  intended.  The  reclamations,  under 
the  Convention  with  Great  Britain,  did  not,  in- 
deed, exceed  the  sum  of  fifty  millions,  at  which 
they  had  been  estimated  :  but  those  of  the  subjects 
of  continental  Powers,  nled  with  th^  commission 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  exceeded  twelve  hun- 
dred millions,  without  including  a  portion  of  the 
Spaiiish  claims,  the  time  for  presenting  which 
had  not  yet  expired.  Many  of  those  demands 
would  undoubtedly  be  rejected,  or  reduced  by  the 
commission.  Still,  the  probable  amount  which 
might  l>e  declared  justly  due,  so  far  exceeded 
every  previous  calculation,  and  was  so  much  be- 
yond the  ability  of  France  to  pay,  that  he  (the 
Duke)  was  now  employed  in  seeking  some  means 
of  obtaining  modifications  which  might  bring  the 
payments  in  some  measure  within  the  resources 
of  the  country.  Under  such  circumstances,  and 
whilst  unable  to  face  the  engaffements  which 


superior  force  had  imposed  on  them,  it  was,  he 
said,  utterly  impossible  for  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  contract,  voluntarily,  new  obligations. 
They  were  not  willing  to  reject,  absolutely  and 
definitively,  our  reclamations  in  toU> ;  they  could 
not.  at  this  time,  admit  them.  What  he  had  now 
Terbally  communicated,  could  noL  for  many  rea- 
sons, become  the  ground  of  an  omcial  answer  to 
my  note.  He  had,  therefore,  concluded  that  a 
silent  postponement  of  the  subject  was  the  least 
objectionable  course^  since,  having^  now  made  our 
demand  for  indemnity  in  an  official  manner^  the 
question  would  be  left  entire  for. discussion  at  soiiie 
more  favorable  time,  after  France  was  in  some 
degree  disentangled  from  her  present  difficulties. 
He  added,  that,  if  there  was  any  apparent  incon- 
sistency between  the  language  he  had  fofmerlj 
held,  and  what  he  was  now  compelled  to  say,  it 
must  be  ascribed  to'  the  circumstances  he  had 
stated,  to  the , extraordinary  and  frightful  amount 
to  whieh  he  had  lately  found  other  foreign  claims 
to  have  swelled. 

"After  some  remarks  on  the  disappointment 
which,  after  what  had  passed  in  our  nrst  conver-^ 
sation,  this  unexpected  determination  must  pro- 
duce, I  repeated,  that  the  payment  by  France 
of  exaggerated  and  doubtful  claims  to  the  sub- 
jects of  every  other  foreign  Power,  did  but  increase 
the  injustice  of  refusing  to  admit  the  moderate 
and  unexceptionable  demands  of  the  American 
citizens.  The  present  embarrassments  of»France, 
however  increased  by  the  magnitude  of  those  for- 
eign private  claims,  could  form  no  solid  objection 
to  the  recognition  and  liquidation,  although  they 
might  impede  the  immediate  discharge  of  our 
reclamations.  It  was  with  this  view  of  the  sub* 
ject  that  I  had,  from  the  first  outset,*  expressed 
the  disposition  of  the  Gh>vernment  of  the  United 


States  to  accommodate  that  of  France,  as  to  tke 
time  and  manner  of  malting  compensation  to  the 
claimants.  I  added,  that  his  declining  to  answer 
m^  note  in  writing,  would,  exclosivelv  of  other 
objections,  leave  no  trace  of  the  eroaod  on  which 
he  placed  the  postponement  of  the  subject. 

''The  Duke,  without  answering  my  observa- 
tions in  a  direct  way,  gave  me  to  understand^  that, 
after  the  great  sacrifices  to  which  the  King's  Min- 
isters had  been  conlpelled  to  give  reluctant  asseat, 
and  the  magnitude  of  which  would  soon  beknova, 
they  would  not  dare  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
acknowledging  a  new  debt,  although  miide  pay- 
able at  a  distant  period. 

"On  my  mentioning  that  His  Majesty^s Gor- 
emment  had  voluntary  recognised  all  the  en|age- 
mepts  previously  contracted  with  French  sohjecii, 
and  which  constituted  what  was  called  thearrim^ 
and  suggesting'  that  the  sequestrations  i»f  Amer- 
ican property  might  be  considered  as  coining  ai- 
der that  description,  which  would  jprevent  the  oe- 
cessity  of  asking  a  specific  credit  tor  that  object 
from*  the  legislature  body ;  be  answered  that  the 
law  would  not  justify  such  a  ponstroction. 

'^Having  exhausted  every  argument  whieh  the 
occasion  suggested,  I  ended  the  conference,  by 
saying,  that,  as  I  could  not  compel  him  to  give 
me  a  written  answer,  t  would  reflect  on  the  coarse 
which  it  behooved  me  to  pursue^and  that,probahlr, 
I  would  refer  the  case  to  my  €h>veriimc9t.  lie 
said  that  he  intended  to  write  to  Mr.  de  Nea? ilie 
to  make  to  you  a  communication  similar  to  that 
which  he  now  had  made  to  me, 

"  I  addressed  to  him  yesterday  the  letter  of 
which  a  copy  is  enclosed.  Its  principal  object, 
as  yOu  will  perceive,  is  to  put  on  record  the 
ground  on  which  he  had  himself  placed  the  post- 
ponement of  the  subject,  and  to  leave  the  door 
open  to  further  representations  respecting  cases  of 
property  not  condemned,  in  case  you  should  think 
It  best  not  to  urge  further  at  present  the  demand 
for  indemnity  in  all  cases." 


Mr.GaUatin  to  th^  Duk»  de  Ekkdii^ 

Fabib,  ApHl  22, 1817. 

Monsieur  le  Due :  In  the  inierriew  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  have  with  your  Excelleacy  on 
the  13th  .instant,  you  intimated  that  the  inceeascd 
magnitude  of  the  claims  made  upon  France  by 
subjects  of  European  Powers;  under  the  Conven- 
tions of  the  year  1815,  rendered  it  necessary  to 
postpone,  to  a  more  favorable  time,  the  discossioa 
of  the  American  claims  which  were  the  suUect  of 
my  note  of  the  9th  of  November  last.     Withoot 
repeating  here  the  unavailing  arguments  w^hich  I 
urged  against  this  indefinite  and  unexpected  delay, 
I  will  only  say  that  I  am  not  authorized  to  accede 
to  it,  and  that  it  cannot  be  viewed  favorably  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  Sutes,  after  the 
assurances  which  had>been  given  of  its  disposition 
to  concur  in  any  reasonable  arrangement  which 
might  be  proposed,  with  respect  to  the  time  and 
manner  of  making  compensation  to  the  claim- 
ants. 

I  presume,  however,  that  the  postponement  is 
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ntended  to  apply  only  to  those  claims,  whieh, 
hough  founded  on  strict  justice,  were  found  by 
iis  Majesty's  GoTernment  in  .a  situation  that 
eemed  to  render  a  convention  necessary  for  their 
»roper  adjustment.  The  demands  for  property 
(urnt  at  sea,  or  seized  and  sequestered  without 
laving  ever  been  condemned  or  even  brought  to  a 
rial  before  any  tribunal  whaterer,  are  not  of  that 
lescription.  They  are.  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
oses,  an  arriere^  or  onliquidated  debt,  for  prop- 
rty  seized,  which,  if  not  condemned^  must  be 
aid  for,  and  the  settlement  of  which  does  not  re- 
uire  a  specific  convention.  It  cannot  be  ^np- 
osed  that,  after  His  Majesty's  Government  has 
ot  only  agreed  to  pay  various  foreign  claims,  of 
different  nature,  but  has  recoffnis^  all  those  of 
'rench  subjects  arising  from  the  acts  of  the  for- 
ler  Governments  of  France,  the  citizens  of  the 
Inited  States  should  alone  be  excepted  from  the 
peration  of  those  measures  dictated  by  justice 
nd  sound  policy,  which,  under  most  arduous  cir- 
umstances,  have  so  eminently  contributed  to 
armount  every  diflSculty,  and  to  restore  the  public 
redit. 

If  any  distinction  was  indeed  attempted  to  be 
aade,  it* should  be  in  favor  of  the  citizens  of 

foreign  nation  at  peace,  whose  property  was 
orcibly  arrested  from  them,  rather  than  in  favor 
f  subjects  who  voluatarily  advanced  thein,and  in 
lany  instances  with  a  view  to  an  expected  profit, 
(at  no  such  distinction  is  claimed ;  and  I  only 
'ust  that,  whilst  the  communication  made  to  me 
ompels  me  t6  wait  for  further  orders  from  my 
Government  on  the  subject  of  American  claims, 
enerally^hose  of  the  description  last  mentioned 
lall  not  remain  suspended,  and  that  orders  shall 
e  given  to  the  proper  authorities  for  their  speedy 
q nidation,  and  for  discharging  them  in  a  manner 
!  favorable  at  least  as  that  which  has  been  pro- 
ided  for  the  claims  of  French  subjects  known  by 
le  name  of  atriere, 

1  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  assnr- 
Qces  of  the  distinguished  consideration  with 
hich  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  .obedient 
Tvant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


xtract  of  a  letter  frtm  Mr.  Gallatin^  No,  37,  dt- 
taUinff  the  mMance  of  a  conversation  with  the 
JOuke  de  Rididieu,  to  the  Secretary  o/StaU,  dated^ 

Pabib, /irf]^  12, 1817. 

**He  (the  Duke  de  Richelieu)  then  said,  that 
e  wished  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  the 
>stponement  of  our  claims  for  spoliations  was 
3t  a  rejection ; '  that  a  portion  of  them  was  cqn- 
dered  as  founded  in  justice;  that  he  was  not 
ithorized  to  commit  His  Majesty's  Government 
f  any  positive  promise;  but  that  it  was  their 
itention  to  make  an  arrangement  for  the  dis- 
large  of  our  just  demands,  as  soon  as  they  were 
ftricated  from  their  present  embarrassments, 
e  still  persisted,  however,  In  his  former  ground, 
lat  they  could  not,  at  present,  recognise  the  debt, 

adjust  its  amount" 


Eaetiraet  of  a  letter  from  IM  rnme,  No.  55,  to  Ifr. 
Adams^  Seeretairjf  of  Statej  dated 

Paris,  January  2,  1818. 
"  Fifteen  millions  are  spoken  of,  which,  with 
the  &ve  oaillions  already  paid,  and  the  three  allot- 
ted to  British  subjects,  will  make  an  aggregate  ot 
four  hundred  and  sixty  millions,  in  five  per  cent, 
stock,  paid  by  France  for  European  private  claims. 
Ours,  in  the  meanwhile,  remain  in  the  same  situa- 
tion ;  and  I  wait  for  an  answer*to  my  despatch. 
No.  27,  (of  the  23d  of  April  last,)  before  f  take 
any  new  steps  on  the  subject." 


Extract  of  a  letter  firom  the  eame.  No.  67,  tothe  eame. 

daM 

'  Paris,  AprU  27, 1818. 

"  I  had,  id  my  letter  of  the  2d  of  January  last, 
mentioned,  that  I  would  wait  for  i^n  answer  from 
your  Department  to  my  despatch  of  the  22d  April, 
1817,  before  I  took  any  new  steps  on  the  subject 
ofxOur  own  claims;  and  I  had  no  expectation 
that  a  new  application  would,  at  this  moment, 
prove  successful.  Yet,  it  appeared  that,  to  remain 
altogether  silent,  at  the  moment  when  an  arramge- 
ment  for  the  claims  of  the  subjects  of  every  other 
nation  was  on  the  eve  of  being  concluded,  might, 
in  some  degree,  be  injurious  to  the  rights  of  oar 
citizens.  It  was  also  apprehended,  that,  in  their 
public  communications,  the  Ministers  of  the  King, 
wishing  to  render  the  new  convention  as  palata- 
ble as  possible,  might  announce  to  the  nation, 
in  general  terms,  that  all  the  foreign '  claims  of 
iodividuals  were  now  satisfied.  These  considera- 
tions induced  me  to  address  to  the  Duke  de  Rich- 
elieu the  note  of  the  3d  instant,  of  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy,  as  Weil  as  of  that  by 
which  he  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  mine. 
Tou  will  perceive  that,  in  his  communication  to 
the  Chambers,  (which  has  been  inserted^  cor- 
rectly, in  no  other  newspaper  than  the  Moniteur,) 
that  he  has  expressed  himself  in  the  following 
terms:  'France  (by  this  paydient)  is  liberated, 
both  as  to  principal  and  interest,  from  all  the  debts 
contracted  towards  the  subjects  of  the  other  Eu* 
ropean  Powers,  prior  to  the  20th  November,  1815.' 
The'coosideration  of  our  claims  is  not  therefora 
barred  by  any  thing  which  has  taken  place ;  but 
there  is  not  y«t  any  disposiiton  to  ta\e  up  the 
subject." 


Mr.  GaUatin  to  the  Duke  de  Richdieu. 

Paris,  AprU  3, 1818. 

Monsieur  le  Duo :  I  have  not  bad  the  honor 
to  address  your  Excellency  on  the  subject  of  Ame- 
rican claims,  since  my  letter  of  the  22d  of  April 
last.  The  disposition  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  never  to  abandon  the  just  rights  of 
her  citizens,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  pay  every 
due  regard  to  the  unfavorable  circumstances  under 
which  France  has  been  placed,  is  sufficiently 
known  to  your  Excellency.  It  is,  however,  noto- 
rious, that  negotiations  are  now  carried  on,  for  the 
amicable  liquidation  of  all  the  private  claims  of 
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tbe  Mibjects  of  Burq;MaB  Powers  against  France ; 
and  it  is  generally  beliered  that  tbe  negotiations 
are  on  the  eve  at  being  terminated,  and  that  the 
sum  to  bepaid  on  that  account  will  be  definitively 
settled.  The  maffnitnde  of  those  claims,  and  the 
uncertain  result  oT  the. liquidations  contemplated 
by  the  former  conventions  with  the  Allied  Pow- 
ers, had  been  alleged,  in  April  last,  as  reasons 
which  rendered  it  necessary  to  postpone,  at  that 
time,  the  consideration  of  American  reclamations. 
It  has  therefore  become  my  dut^^  to  bring  these 
once  more  to  your  Excellency's  reccUectiqn. 

It  is  not  ray  intention  to  renew,  at  this  moment, 
the  discussion  of  the  justice  of  our  demands.  In 
this  stage  of  the  business,  I  could  only  refer  to  the 
facts  and  observations,  contained  in  former  notes, 
which  still  remain  unanswered.  But  I  must  say, 
that  further  delays  in  the  adjustment  of  Ameri- 
can claims,*^  when  those  of  the  subjects  of  other 
nations  are  settled,  could  not  be  viewed  favorably 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States ;  whilst, 
on  the  other  hand,  a  simultaneous  and  definite  ar- 
rangement of  all  foreign  demands  arising  from 
the  injustice  bf  the  former  Government  of  France, 
seems  most  consistent  with,  sound  policy,  and 
could  not  iail  to  have  a  beneficial  effect  on  public 
credit. 

Whatever  course  may  be  pursued,  I  feel  satisfied 
that  the  result  of  the  late  negptiations  with  the 
European  Powers  will  not  be  considered  or  an- 
nonnced  by  His  Majesty's  Gk>vemment  as  a  total 
liberation  of  all  the  forei»  claims  of  individuals ', 
for,  however  unsuccessful  my  endeavors  may  hete- 
tofore  have  been,  I  have  uniformly  ascribed  that 
result  to  the  untoward  situation  oi  France ;  and 
I  know  that  my  Government  has  never  ceased  to 
place  a  firm  reliance  on  the  spirit  of  justice  and 
good  faith  which  animates  His  Majesty's  coun- 
cils. 

I  reqdest  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  assur- 
ance of  the  distinguished  consideration  with  which 
I  have  the  honot  to  be,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  servant^ . 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


[translation.] 
Duke  de  Richelieu  to  Mr,  GaUaiin, 

Paris,  Apnl  7,  1818. 

Sir  :  You  have  done  me  the  honor  to  address 
to  me,  on  the  3d  of  this  month,  some  new  obser- 
vations on  the  American  claims,  which  I  shall 
take  care  to  lay  before  His  Majesty. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurances  of  the  high  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  very 
humble  and  obedient  servant, 

RICHELIEU. 


Extracts  6/ a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr. 

OcUlatin,  dated 

Department  of  State, 

Waskvngton^  December  31, 1818. 

"  No  communication  from  you,  since  your  r^ 
turn  to  France,  has  yet  been  received  ;  out  it  is 
hoped  that,  since  the  foreign  troops  have  been 


withdrawn  from  that  coimtry,  and  aa  adjustncit 
has  been  made  by  the  French  Govenuneatof  t^ 
claims  of  the  subjects  of  European  Powers,  tkoe 
will  be  time  and  a  disposition  to  make  a  nitt- 
bio  provision  for  those  of  citizens  of  the  Uoitod 
States.'.' 

"Meanwhile,  you  have,  herewith  e&cliaed,a 
copy  of  a  statement  mad^  to  this  Department,  of 
a  claim  of  Archibald  Gh'acie  and  sons,  which  ap- 
pears to  stand  upon  grounds  so  peculiar  sod  ui. 
exceptionable,  that  we  cannot  but  hope  the  Freack 
Governmtot  will^ive  immediate  sausfaeuoi 
upon  itj  without  waitii^g  for  the  discossioo  or  d^ 
lay  which  may  be  thought  necessary  for  otber^ 
and  without  prejudice  or  disparagemeiit  to  Ukd." 


Mr.  OaUaiin  to  the  Mcarquie  DeescUey  MtUtUr  <f 

Foreign  Affo^re. 

Paris,  February  11, 1819. 

Monsieur  lb  MAaauis:  I  have  the  faooorto 
transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  memorial,  sddKs- 
ed  by  Mr.  rarisli,  a  citizen  of  .the  United  Stato, 
to  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Finance,  on  tk 
subject  of  .a  claim  which,  it  appears,  has  brai  hid 
before  that  Department. 

Having  been  confined  for  the  last  three  weeb 
by  indisposition,  I  have  been  prevented  from  ask- 
ing an  interview  of  your  Excellency,  witb  wlueA 
I  was  desirous  of  being  favored  before  Ipresnied 
to  you  this  memorial,  and  renewed  my  applica- 
tion for  the  settlement  of  the  AmericaDclainisiB 
general.  ;But,  having  recently  received  rery  spe- 
cial orders  from  my  Qovernment,  aecompaoied 
by  a  particular  recommendation  of  Mr.  Pariiii^ 
claim,  I  am  .no  longer  at  liberty  to  deibr  (be  dis- 
cussion of  this  interesting  concern. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  request  your  ExceUeDCf  to 
have  the  goodness  to  examine  the  offidal  notes 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  the  Dab  of 
Richelieu  upon  the  subject  of  these  claims,  ud 
to  which  I  have  y,et  received  no  answer.  1  sbali 
not  now  enlarge  upon  the  view  praseoted  is  mf 
note  of  the  9th  November,  1816.  Bf  tiat  of  the 
22d  of  April,  1817,  it  will  be  seen  titat  tbeaegp^ 
tiatiooson  that  subject  were  suspended  solely  in 
consideration  of  the  trving  sitottion  in  which 
France  was  then  placed,  and,  es|ieciaUy  of  the 
embarrassments  of  the  ad  ministration  by  tbeenoi- 
ihou^  and  unexpected  mass  of  claims  bcoogkt  for- 
ward by  the. subjects  of  allied  Powers.  Tbese 
obstacles  are  now  happily  removed;  erety  de- 
mand of  all  the  European  Powers  and  their  stib- 
jects  has  been  amicably  adjusted  and  setded.  Tiie 
rights,  so  legitimate,  of  the  citizens  of  the  Uoit«d 
States,  alone  remain  unsatisfied.  My  Goran- 
ment,  preserving  an  unshaken  confidence  in  Itf 
Majesty,  cannot  doubt  ihat  the  time  has  at  lengfii 
alrrived  whefi  ample  justice  will  be  rendered  to  is 
claims. 

With  respect  to  that  of  Mr.  Parish,  it  may  be 
remarked,  that  it  is  very  simple,  and  is  sascepti- 
ble  of  being  adjusted  without  waiting  the  result 
of,  or  in  the  least  interfering  with  a  general  «t- 
tlement  In  fact,  the  cargoes  in  question,  weic 
never  condemned,  but  were  only  sold  for  the  joint 
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beoefit  of  all,  and  the  proceeds  deposited,  proTi- 
sionally,  in  the  Sinking  Fund.  It  is  further  im- 
portant to  remark,  that,  bj  an  order  of  the  French 
Oovernment,  permission  was  granted  to  the  con- 
signees of  cargoes  sequestered  at  that  period,  at 
Antwerp,  to  tsuce  possession  and  dispose  of  them, 
on  their  giving  an  obligation  to  become  responsi- 
ble for  the  amount,  to  the  publio  treasury,  in  the 
event  of  a  decision  pronouncing  their  confisca- 
tion. The  house  oi'Mr.  Ridgway,  Consul  of 
the  United  States,  together  with  that  of  Mr.  Pa- 
rish, refused  their  assent  to  a  condition  Vhtch  im- 
plied an  admission  of  the  leg^ality  of  the  seizure. 
The  European  consignees,  with  whom  this  con- 
sideration had  no  weight,  received  and  sold  their 
goods,  and  their  obligations  were  subsequently  re- 
turned to  them.  Thns,  by  refunding  to  the  houses 
of  Ridgway  and  Parish  the  proceeds  of  the  car- 
goes consigned  to  them,  the  aecision  which  was 
virtually  carried  into  effect  in  the  case  of  all  oth- 
ers, similarly  situated,  will  only  receive  its  due 
application  -as  it  regards  them. 

i  have  to  observe,  that,  although  the  claims  of 
both  these  houses  are  perfectly  similar  to  each 
other,  that  of  Mr.  Parisii  is  the  only  one  which 
appears  to  have  been  taken  into  consideration  by 
the  Department  of  Finance. 

In  the  hope  that  my  health  may  soon  permit 
me  to  confer  personally  with  yotur  Excellency  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  « 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


J!xtrac6  of  a  letUr  from  Mr.  OaUatin  to  tlu  Secretary 

of  StaU^  dated 

Paris,  J*dp  3, 1819. 

"  I  transmitted,  in  my  demtch  No.  100,  -the 
copy  of  the  letter  which  I  had  addressed  to  Mar- 
'quis  Dessolle,  on  the  11th  of  February  last,  on 
the  subject  of  American  claims  in  general,  and 
more  particularly  "of  that  of  Messrs.  Gracie  and 
Parish. 

"  On  the  28d  of  March,  in  transmitting  to  the 
aame  Minister  ii  letter  fr6m  Mr.  Hyde  de  Neuviiie, 
in  behalf  of  Mr.  Gracie,  I  reminded  him  of  mv 
preceding  note,  and  requestecl  that  a  report  whicn 
the  Director  General  of  the  Doinnes  was  shortly 
to  make  on  the  claim,  might  be  communicated  to 
me  before  the  Minister  of  Finances  should  decide 
Upon  it.  Thi^  was  the  more  important  as  the  di- 
rector was  known  to  be  decidedly  hostile  to  the 
claim,  and  to  the  restitution  of  any  sum  whiclf 
had,  in  (any  shape,'  found  its  way  to  the  public 
treasury. 

"  My  request  was  not  complied  with ;  but.  Mr. 
Parish  still  thought  that  the  affair  had  taken  a 
favorable  turn,  ^nd,  not  expecting  an  immediate 
decision,  left  this  city  for  Antwerp,  and  went 
thence  on  some  business  to  England.  From  this 
last  country  he  wrote  'to  me  a  tew  days  ago,  and 
transmitted  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  addressed 
to  him  by  the  Minister  of  Finances,  and  by  which 
he  is  informed  that  his  claim  is  inadmissible. 

"  The  Minister's  letter  is  not  less  incorrect  as  to 
facts  than  weak  in  argument.  The  order  to  sell 
and  to  pay  into  the  treasury  the  proceeds  of  the 


sales  of  sequestered  property,  is  not,  and  was  not, 
by  the  then  existinc^  Government,  considered  as  a 
condemnation.  When  the  vessels  in  question  ar- 
rived at  Antwerp,  the  only  penalty  to  which  they 
were  liable  for  having  touched  in  England  was, 
to  be  refused  admission,  and  the  only  question 
was,  whether  this  exclusion  should  be  enforced,  or 
whether  the  consignees  should  be  permitted  to 
sell  the  ciirgoes.  It  was  not  at  all,  by  giving  a 
retrospective  effect  to  the  Milan  decree,  that  the 
cargoes  were  sold.'  The  sale  took  place  about 
the  same  time  that  the  property  seized  at  St. 
Sebastian  was  sold.  It  was  done  by  virtue  of 
an  order  from  Grovernment,  distinct  from  the 
Rambouillet  decree,  and  for  which  no  motive  was 
assigned.  I  have  requested  Mr.  Parish's  lawyer 
to  procure  copies  of  the  order  of  sale^  and  of  that 
by  which  the  money  was  paid  into  the  public 
treasury,  instead  of  the  caisse  d'amorUssement ;  for, 
although  the  substance  of  the  orders  is  known,  the 
text  has  not  been  communicated. 
^  *'  But,  however  easy  it  miffht  be  to  answer  the 
Minister's  letter,  there  would  be  some  inconve- 
nience in  pursuing  that  course,  or  in  prosecuting 
further  Mr.  Parish's  claim,  distinct  from  others  of 
the  same  nature" 

<'  The  decision  of  the  Minister  of  Finances, 
founded  on  the  assumed  principle  that  no  redress 
remains  when  the  money  has  been  paid  into  the 
treasury,  and  been  expended,  would  apply  with 
equal  force  to  all  the  American  claims.  If  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  combat  seriously  that  doctrine, 
it  will  be  beher  to  do  it  generally,  and  in  a  direct 
correspondence  with  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, than  by  answering  a  letter  which  is  not  ad- 
dressed to  me,  and  applying  my  arguments  to  a 
single  case." 

*'  In  the  present  state  of  things  I  will  try,  until 
I  am  positively  instructed,  to  keep  the  negotiation 
alive,  but  without  urging  a  decision,  unless  I  can 
ascertain  that  a  favorable  result  will  be  thys  ob- 
tained."' 


[translation.] 
The  Mktitkr  of  Finanf»  to  Mr.  Parish. 

•  Paris,  Map  39, 1819. 

Sir  :  You- have  applied,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Ar- 
chibald Gi'acie,  of  New  York,  for  the  restitution 
of  the  value  of  the  cargoes  of  three  American 
ships,  the  Perseverance,  the  Hiram,  and  the  Ma- 
ry, sequestered  by  the  Imperial  Government  in 
1807,  and  the  proceeds  of  which  were  afterwards 
connscated  by  it. 

'  Having  had  a  detailed  statement  laid  before  me, 
of  the  circumstances  connected  with  this  trans- 
action, the  documents  exhibited  established  the 
following  facts : 

Bv  a  decree,  issued  at  Berlin,  21st  November, 
1806,  the  British  islands  were  placed  in  a  state  of 
blockade.  By  articles  7  and  8  of  this  decree, 
every  vessel  coming  directly  from  England  or 
from  the  Enslish  colonies,  or  having  been  there 
since  the  publication  of  the  said  decree,  was  re- 
fused admission  into  any  port ;  and  every  vessel 
attempting  to  contravene  that  clause,  by  metns 
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of  a  false  declaration,  was,  together  with  the  cargo, 
subject  to  seizure  aod  coafiscation,  as  if  they  were 
English  property.  It  was  while  these  legislative 
measures  were  in  force,  that  the  thre»  ships  in 
question  arrived  at  Antwerp,  to  your  address. 
They  h|id  put  into  England;,  a  circumstance 
which  was,  however,  not  considered  by  the  cus* 
tom-house  as  an  irremissible  cause  of  confiscation, 
there  being  reason  to  presume  that  it  was  through 
stress  of  weather. 

In  the  interval  of  time  previous  to  the  decision 
which  was  to  be  made  by  the  chief  of  the  State, 
a  proposal  was  made  to  you  to  dispose,  conditipn- 
ally^  of  the  cargoes  of  these  vessels,  on  your  en- 
gag[inff  to  refund  the  proceeds,  in  the  event  of 
their  final  confiscation.  You  refused  your  assent, 
to  this  ofiibr,  and,  at  a  subsequent  period,  claimed 
its  execution  ;  but  things  had  then  changed,  the 
legislative  measures  havmg  become  more  rigorous* 

By  a  decree  of  23d  November,  1807,  it  was  de- 
clared : 

Art.  1.  "  That  all  vessels,  which,  after  touching 
in  England,  from  any  cause  whatsoever,  shall 
enter  the  ports  of  France,  shall  be  seiSced  and  con- 
fiscated, together  with  their  carg^oes,  without  ex- 
ception or  distinction  of  goods  and  merchandise." 

jBy  a  retrospective  effect,  which  I  am  certainly 
very  far  from  wishing  to  justify,  but  to  which  it 
is  proper  to  advert^  because  it  forms  one  of  the 
striking  features  of  the  case,  this  decree  of  23d 
ItHovember  was  enforced  "as  to  the  three  vessels. 
It  was  ineffectually  that  the  Director  General  of 
the  customs  represented  to  the  head  of  the  Qovern- 
meht,  that  the  English  had  no  interest  whatever 
in  these  three  vessels,  and  that  they  were  solely 
and  bona  fide  American  properly ;  an  immediate 
sale  of  their  cargoes  having  been  ordered  by  the 
supreme  authority  on  the  4th  of  May,  1810.  This 
order  was  carried  into  execution  on  the  15th  .of 
June  following,  and  the  proceeds,  at  first  deposited 
in  the  sinking  fund,  were  subsequently  withdrawn, 
in  conformity,  also,  with  the  same  superior  orders, 
and  placed  in  the  public  treasury,  as  having  de- 
finitively become  tne  property  of  the  State. 

I  admit  with  you,  sir,  the  iniquity  of  these 
measures;  and  with  you  I  deplore 4heir  effects; 
but  to  repair  them  is  not  withm  the  compass  of 
my  power.  If  th^  cargoes  in  question'stili  existed 
in  the  custom-house  store,  they  should  be  inme- 
diately  restored  to  you ;  but  they"  were  sold,  and 
their  proceeds  no  longer  exist.  The  whole  trans- 
action was  terminated,  irrevocably  terminated, 
four  years  prior  to  the  restoration,  and  it  is  not 
within  the  power  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
to  revive  an  obsolete  claim,  to  renew  a  discussion 
on  rights  which  are  extinct,  or  tp  repair  individual 
losses  by  an  augmentation  of  the  public  burdens. 

With  the  expression  of  my  regrets,  be  pleased, 
sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  perfect  con- 
sideration. 

The  Minuter  of  Finance  and  Secretary  of  StaUy 

BARON  LOUIS. 


No  140. 

Paris,  Mard^  16, 1820. 
Sir  :  I  had,  on  the  9th  of  June,  1818,  addressed 


a  letter  to  tke  Duke  de  Richeltea,  in  rdatioii  to 
the  American  vessels  "  Dolly"  and  "  Tele^graphy" 
burnt  at  sea  by  two  French  frigates,  in  the  latter 
eftd  of  the  year  1811.  Mr.  Lagrange,  the  lawyer 
of  the  owners,  communicated  to  me  a  short  time 
ago,  the  decision  of  the  Council  of  State  in  thai 
case,  copy  of  which,  as  well  as  of  my  letter  to  the 
Duke  de  Richelieu,  is  herewith  enclosed.  Too 
will  thereby  perceive  that  the  application  for  in- 
demnity has  been  rejected,  principallv  on  the 
ground  that  the  French  captains  must  have  been 
Ignorant  of  the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees,  since  the  decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811, 
was  not  published  till  the^8th  of  May,  1812. 

It  appeared  to  lue  essential,  not  only  to  remon- 
strate against  this  flagrapt  injustice^  bat  also  to 
refute  at  large  the  doctrine  thus  attemfrted  to  be 
established,  in  violation  of  the  solemn  engage- 
mef^ts  of  the  French  Grovernment.  The  effect  the 
decision  might  have  on  our  claims  in  general,  and 
the  ground  which  had  been  uniformly  assumed  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States^  in  its  dis- 
cussions with  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  in  all  the 
public  reports  made  on  that  subject,  are  eonndcr- 
ations  too  obvious  to  require  anv  comment  on  my 
part.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  eopy  of  the 
letter  which  I  have  addressed  to  Mr.  Pasqoier  oa 
the  occasion,  and  am,  with  great  respect,  sar/yoor 
obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATOi. 

The  Hon.  Jobn  QL  Aoams, 

Secretary  of  State^  WaeMmiftcn, 


Paris,  Jvme  9, 1818. 

Molf BiSDR  LE  Doo :  I  had  heretofore  abstained 
froip  addressing  your  Excellenq^  on  the  sabjeetof 
special  American  claims  for  spoliations  committed 
on  our  commerce  bv  the  French  authorities.  A 
general  decision  bad  appeared,  and  still  seems  to 
be,  the  most  eligible  mode  of  coning  lo  a  aatialac- 
tory  arrangement.  Being,  however,  informedy 
that  some  cases  are  still  pending  before  the  Coon- 
cil  of  State,  it  becomes  my  dutv  to  depart  in  these 
instances  from  the  line  of  conduct  I  had  adopfted, 

I  have,  therefore,  the  honor  to  traasmit  lo  your 
Etcellencj  a  memoir,  addressed  to  the  King  ia 
Council,  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  ships 
and  cargoes  of  the  American  vessels  DoUy  and 
Telegraph,  .burnt  at  sea  in  November  and  Decem- 
ber, 1811.  by  the  French  frigates  la  Meduae  and 
la  Nympne. 

It  IS  certainly  preposterous  to  suj^ose  that  His 
Majesty's  Council  will,  at  this  tim^  coadema 
American  vessels  for  any^presamed  contravention 
to  the  iniquitous  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan. 
But  a  discussion  of  that  point  is  not  even  neces- 
sary in  these  cases.  It  is  etident  that  those  vei- 
seb  were  destroyed  several  months,  at  least,  after 
the  solemn  revocation  of  those  decrees,  so  far  as 
respected  the  United  States.  It  is  equally  evident 
that  neither  the  presumed  fact  that  the  captors  were 
ignorant  of  that  revocation,  nor  tha  omission  of 
formalities,  to  nse  no  stronger  language,  on  their 

fart,  can  be  plead  against  the  American  owners, 
t  seems  unnecessary,  in  a  case  so  plain,  to  enforce 
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these  argaments,  or  to  anticipate  objeetioos.  In 
simply  recommending  it  to  your  Excellency's  at- 
tention, I  feel  a  perfect  confidence  that  the  parties 
will  obuin  from  bis  Majesty's  Conncil  that  de- 
cision in  their  favor,  which  ha»been  too  lon^r  pro- 
tracted, and  to  which  they  are  so  josily  entitled. 
I  pray  yoar  Eicellency  to  accept,  d&c. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

His  Ex'cy  the  Dake  de  Ricreueu, 

MiniiUr  of  Fbrei(;n  Affiirs,  fe. 


[TRANSLATIpN.] 

COUNCIL  OF  STATE. 
EztradJ^om  the  BtgiaUr  of  MibenUiMa,  Mdion^dd 

Louis,  hy  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  France  and 
Navarre,'  u)x)n  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Ques- 
tions : 

Having  seen  the  petition  presented  to  us  in  the 
name  of  the  propriefors  and  owners  of  the  Ameri- 
can ships  the  i>o%,  and  the  Tdegraifh^  captured 
on  the  29th  November,  and  6th  December,  1811,  by 
the  French  frigates  tne  IMn$e  and  the  Nymphe^ 
and  burnt  at  sea,  by  the  orders  of  Mr.  Raoul,  Cap- 
tain of  the  frigate  Afofctse,  and  commander  of 
said  division,  the  said  petition  being  registered  at 
the  Secretary's  General's  office  of  ourXJouncil  of 
State,  the  11th  June,  1818,  and  that  it  would  be 
our  pleasure, 
1st.  To  declare  the  said  captures  null  and  illeg^al ; 
2d.  To  ordain  that  the  proprietors  of  said  ships, 
and  of  their  lading,  should  be  indemoi^ed  for  the 
losses  which  the  burning  them  has  occasioned ; 

3d.  To  remit  them  to  the  legal  tribunal  for  the 
liquidation  .of  said  indemnities,  under  the  reserva- 
tion of  all  means  and  exceptions;  especially  to 
proceed  'and  conclude,  as  shall  be  proper,  against 
the  authors  or  accomplices  of  the  abstractions 
which  they  pretend  to  have  been  committed  on 
board  of  tlie  two  ships,  and' generally  under  all  the 
reservations  of  right ; 

Having  seen  the  proc^verbal  of  the  capture, 
and  of  the  burning  of  the  American  ships  Dolly 
and  Tdegra/]^,  which  occurred  at  sea  on  the  29th 
November  and  6th  December,  1811,  signed  by  the 
Captain,  Lieutenant,  Ensigns  de  Vaisseau,  ^sec- 
ond Lieutenants,)  and  Purser^  (agent  compatiole,) 
composing  the  crew  of  the  fngate  la  Meduie: 

Having  seen  the  acts  of  protest  and  declaration 
made  before  the  Consul  or  the  United  States  at 
Lt'Orient,  to  wit :  bv  Mr.  Stephen  Bayard,  Cap- 
tain of  the  ship  Telegraph,  on  the  11th  January, 
1812,  and  }by  Mr.  William  Friat,  passenger  on 
board  the  Doliy,  add  calling  himself  proprietor  of 
divers  merchandise  embarked  on  board  or  said  ves- 
sel, dated  the  29th'  December,  1611 : 

Having  seen  the  bills  of  lading  and  affidavits 
annexed  to  these  declarations: 

Having  seen  the  conclusions,  dated  31st  October. 
1814,  of  the  Attorney  (General,  before  the  Council 
of  Prizes,  to  whom  these  claims  had  been  sub- 
mitted : 

Having  seen  the  decisions*  made  by  this  council, 
on  the  same  Slst  October,  1814,  by  which  it  was 


ordained  that,  before  a  decree,  the  persons  com- 
posing the  crews  of  the  frigates  la  Mddtue  and  2a 
Nymphe  should.be  interrogated  upon  tbe  different 
circumstances  of  said  captures: 

Having  seen  the  proces-verbal  of  the  interrog- 
atories undergone^  on  the  13  January,  1815,  by 
Mr.  Raoul,  capt|iin  of  the  frigate  la  Msdwe^  and 
Mr.  Crom,  at  that  time  boatswain's  mate  in  the 
same  fngate,  from  which  it  results,  that  the  cap- 
tures and  burnings  took  place  in  conseqtience  of 
their  instructions,  which  prescribed  to  'them  the 
execution  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees : 

Having  seen  the  decrees,  dated  that  of  Berlin 
on  the  21st  November,  1806,  and  that  of  Milan 
on  the  23d  November  and  17th  December,  1807 : 

Considering  that  it  is  evident  that  the  ship 
DoUy,  laden  with  merchandise  for  Havana,  sailed 
fronr Liverpool,  a  port  of  the  English  dominion, 
and  that  the  ship  the  TeUgpt^,  laden  with  flour 
at  Philadelphia,  was  destined  for  Lisbon,  at  that 
time  occupied  by  the  English  troops ;  and  that, 
since  that  time,  these  vessels  sailed  m  contraven- 
tion of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees :  * 

Considering  that  the  first  public  ndtificatlon 
which  was  given  of  the  revocation  of  sard  decrees,- 
with  respect  to  the  Americans,  took  place  only  by 
the  notes  inserted  in  the  Moniteur,  of  the  8th  of 
May,  1812,  several  months  after  the  capture  oCsaid 
vessels,  and  that,  from  that  time,  the  captains  of 
the  la  A£sdu96  and  la  Nymphe  could  not  know  it ; 
and  that  it  even  appears,  accdrding  to  the  note 
dated  12th  March,  1812,  imputed  by  the  petition- 
ers to  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiarv  of  the  United' 
States,  that,  at  that  time,  this  Minister  himself 
did  not  know  it: 

Having,  heard  our  Council  of  State,  we  have 
ordained  and  do  ordain  as  follows : 

Art.  1.  The  petition  of  the  proprietors  and  own- 
ers of  the  ships  Tdegraph  and  boUy  is  rejected, 
without  prejudging  any  thing  of  the  reservations 
inserted  in  their  conclusions. 

Art.  2.  Our  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  Minister  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  the  Department  of  Justice,  aftd 
our  Minister  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Department 
of  the  Marine  and  of'  the  Colonies,  are  charged, 
each  in  what  concerns  him,  with  the  execution  of 
the  present  ordinance. 

Approved  the  29th  December,  1819. 

LOUIS. 

By  the  King,  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  Minister 
of  Justice. 

H.  DE  SBRRE. 

Coj^y  conform  to  the  minute  registered  at  Paris, 
the  6th  January.  1820,  by  Biilard,  who  had  re- 
ceived 29f.  50c.  duty  included. 

The  Secretary  General  of  the  Council  of  State. 

HOCHET. 


Mr,  Gallatin  to  Baron  Paequier, 

Parib,  Mard^  15, 1820. 

Sir:  The  American  brig  <<  Dolly,'' bound  from 
Liverpool  to  Havana  and  New  Orleans,  with  a 
valuable  cargo,  was  captured  or  burnt  at  sea.  on 
the  29th  of  November.  1811,  by  the  French  frig- 
atei  *^Meduse"  and  "  Nymphe.*^    On  the  Gth  De- 
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cember  following,  the  same  frigates  also  captured 
and  burnt  the  American  ship  "Telegraph,"  oound 
from  New  York  to  Lisbon,  with  a  cargo  consist- 
ing principally  of  flour.  Mr.  Barlow,  then  Min- 
ister of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  addressed,  on 
the  12th  of  March,  1812,  a  strong  remonstrance 
on  the  subject  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  then  Mijn- 
ister  of  Exterior  Relations.  The  death  of  ihe 
American  Consul,  with  whom  the  captains  of  the 
Tessels  destroyed  had  left  their  powers,  and  the 
interruption  of  the  communications,  occasioned 

a  the  war  which  took  place  in  1812,  between  the 
lited  States  and  Great  Britain,  created  a  delay 
in  the  regular  application  of  the  partly  and  pre- 
vented an  immediate  decision*  The  afltair  in  the 
meanwhile  took  the  u^ual  coctise,  and  was  trans- 
ferred, in  1S15,  from  the  CouncJ  4>f  Prizes  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Council  of  State.  On  the  ap- 
plication of  the  parties,  I  had  the  honor,  on  the 
9th  of  June,  1818,  to  transmit  their  memoire  to- his 
Excellency  the  Duke  de  Richelieu, and  added  such 
short  observations  as  the  case  seemed  to  require. 

It  was  with  equal  astonishment  and  regret,  that 
I  received,  a  few  days, ago,  the  information  that 
the  application  of  the  parties  for  indemoity  bad 
been  rejected  bya  decision  of  the  Council  of  State^ 
of  the  23d  of  December,  1819^  on  the  following 
grounds : 

"  Consid^rant  qu'ii  est  constant  que  le  navirele 
lioUy  charge  de  marchandises  4.1a  destination  de 
la  Havana,  sortoit  de  Liverpool,  port  de  la  do- 
mination Aa^laise,  et  que  le  navire  le  TeUgrapkey 
€harg6  de  farme  &  Philadelphie,  6toit  destine  pour 
Lisbonne,  occupy  k  cetta  6qoque  par  les  troupes 
Anglaises ;  et  que,  d^s  lors,  ces  blUiments  navigu- 
oient  en  contraventicm  aux  deerets  de  Berlin  et  de 
Milan : 

"Conaid^rant  que  la  premidre  notification  pu- 
blique  qui  ait  6t^  donn^e  du  d^cret  de  revocation 
des  dits  d^rets,  k  I'e^rd  dee  Amftricains,  n'a  eu 
lieu  que  par  les  notes  ms^r^es  dans  le  Monitear  du 
huit  Mai,  181<2,  plusieurt  mois  aprds  la  prise  des 
dits  b4timens,  et  que,  dds  lors,  les  capitaines  de  la 
M^duse  et  de  la  Nympbe  ne  pourrownt,  en  avoir 
connoissance;  et  qli'il  parott  m^me,  d'aprds  la 
note  ea  date  4q  12  Mars,  1812,  attribute  par  les 
requ6rans  au  Ministre  Plenipotentiaire  des  Etats 
Unis,  qu'il  &  eette  6poque  lui-m/6me  ne  la  conoois- 
soit  pas: 

"Notre  Conseil  d'Etat  entendu,"  dec. 

I  must  in  the  first  place  enter  my  most  solemn 
protest  against  this  decision,  so  far  as  it  seems  to 
sanction  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  These 
acts  were  in  flagrant  violation  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions and  of  common  justice^  l^he  United  States 
i)«vec  aeqaiesced'in  them,  and  have  never  ceased  to 
claiBi  the  indemnity  justly  due  to  American  cit- 
izens for  the  injuries  and  losses  they  suffered  by 
reason  of  those  illegal  enactments.  But  it  is  un- 
necessary, on  this  occasion,  to.  discuss  that  ques-' 
tion.  The  owners  of  the  DoUy  and  TeUgraph 
claimed  indemnity  solely  on  the  ground  of  the 
previous  revocation  of  the  decrees,  so  far  as  they 
applied  to  the  American  commerce;  and  it  is  to 
that  point  alone  that  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  Ex- 
cellency's attention. 


I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  whether,  by  the 
decision  of  the  Council  of  State,  it  wa»  intended 
to  assert  that  the  ignorance,  on  the  part  of  the 
S^rench  captain^  otthe  revocation  of  the  decree^ 
deprives  the  parties  of  their  right  to  an  indemnity, 
or  to  suggest  that  the  revocation  was  to  take  effieet 
only  from  the  date  of  its  publication  in  the  Moai- 
teur.    Both  positions  are  equally  untenable. 

The  Council  of  Stat^  seems  to  have  been  na- 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances  which  attend- 
ed the  revocation  of  the  decrees,  and  to  have  sop- 
posed  that  that  revocation  depended  only  on  a 
decree  of  ther  28th  of  April,  1811,  and  to  have 
considered  this  last  decree,  not  as  the  result  of  a 
solemn  engagement,  but  as  a  mere  municipal  law, 
or,  at  best,  as  a  gratuitous  concession  to  tne  Uni- 
ted States.  It  is  difllcult,  even  on  that  sopposi- 
tion,  to  understand  how  they  could  omit  alia- 
gether  to  take  notice  of  thte  clause  which  gives  lo 
the  decree  a  retrospective  eflect  But  it  is^  not  oa 
that  decree,  as  an  insulated  act,  that  the  United 
States  found  their  demand  for  indemnity. '  A  re> 
capitulation  of  the  facts  conhected  with  the  revo- 
cation will  place  the  question  on  iu  true  gioaad. 
Permit  me  hnito  take  notice  of  an  error  in  the 
statement  of  the  Council. 

This  error  consists  in  supposing  that  the  Minis- 
ter of  the  United  States,  when  writing  his  iecter 
of  the  12th  of  March,  1812,  to  the  Duke  of  Baa- 
sano^  was  not  aware  of  the  revocatioa  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  His  ignorance  in  that 
respect,  had  it  been  real,  would  not  have  affoeted 
the  rights  of  the  claimants;  but  the  suj^sosition, 
on  the  part,  of  th^  Council  of  State,  that  he  was 
unacquainted  with  it,  is  an  evident  proof  that 
their  own  decision  is  founded  in  error,  and  mast 
be  solely  ascribed  to  the  facts  not  haring  been 
properly  laid  before  them.  If,  in  his  letter  to  the 
Minister  of  External  Relations,  Mr.  Barlow  did  not 
mention  by  nafee  the  revocation  of  the  iiie^  de- 
crees, it  was  because  he  considered  the  bummg  at 
sea  of  two  American  v^ae;(s  as  a  wanton  outrage, 
not  at  ail  connected  with  thoae  decrees^  which, 
indeed,  did  not  authorize  any  suoh  pmeeding. 
It  was,  perhaps,  also  because  the  revocation  was 
so  well  known,  both  to  him'  and  to  the  Dake  oC 
Bassanq,  that  it  had  Wome  unnecessary  to  refer 
to  it  on  every  occasion.  That  it  was  thus  known, 
is  sufliciently  proven  by  all  the  correspondenea 
between  them,  as  it  stands  in  the  archives  of  ihe 
department  over  which  your  Elxcellency  presides. 
It  will  be  sufllcient  for  me  to  quote  Mx.  6ark>wH 
letter  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  of  the  6tk  of  Febru- 
ary, 1812,  and  written,  therefoare,  about  a  moatb 
prior  to  the  time  at  which  he  is  supposed  to  have 
been  ignorant  of  the  revocation.  In  that  leiler 
(of  the  6th  of  February,  1812}  Mr.  Barlqw  oom- 
plains  that  the  brig  Bdisarius  of  New  Yorit  was 
>about  to  be  confiscated  as  liable  to  the  decree  of 
Milan,  and  then  says:  "I  know  positively  that 
this  American  vessel  left  New  York  the  17th  of 
June,  1811,  seven  months  after  the;  lerocatioa  of 
the  decrees  of  Milan  and  Berlin !"  He  eoadades 
by  ascribing  the  decision  to  an  error  of  date,  by 
which  the  year  1810  may  have  been  taken  for  the 
yeaiF  ISll,  and  asking  for  a  f  evision  of  the  affair. 
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'he  Doke  of  Bassaao,  in  his  answer,  d«led  the 
3th  of  March,  1812;  informs  Mr.  Barlow  that  the 
ificulty  in  that  case  arose  from  some  irregularity 
I  the  ship-papers  respecting  the  ownership,  which 
'as  a  formal  contraFention  of  the  rol^  of  na^i- 
iition  generally  adopted  and  established  at  all 
mes;  that  the  ressel  and  the  part  of  the  cargo  of 
hich  the  ownership  (pour  oomjde)  was  proven, 
ould  be  given  np,  and  time  allowed  to  establish 
le  fact  that  the  residue  of  the  cargo  was  Ameri- 
in  property,  conformably  to  the  ancient  rules. 

All  the  iacb  relative  to  the  revocation  of  the 
ecrees  are,  indeed,  so.  perfectly  known  to  the 
rench  Department  of  Foreisn  Afiairs>  that  I 
lought  it  unnecessary,  in  my  Tetter  of  the  9th  of 
line,  1818,  to  his  Excellency  the  Duke  de  Riche- 
eu,  to  say  any  thing  more  on  the  subject,  but 
irely  to  refer  to  it.  I  had  presumed  that  every 
cplanation  on  that  point  which  (he  Council  of 
tate  might  require,  Would  be  of  course  supplied 
Y  that  defArtment)  and  the  following  statement 
r  facts  ia  intended  for  that  b6dv,  and  not  for  the 
arpotie  of  giving  any  new  information  to  your 
Ixcelleaev. 

It  is  well  ^own  that  the  Government  of  the 
Inited  States  attempted,  by  various  successive 
leasuresof  the  most  moderate  and  conciliatory 
ature,  to  avert  the  injuries  inflicted  on  the  com- 
lerce  of  their  citizens  by  the  unlawful  decrees  of 
'ranee  and  Qreat  firitain,  to  obtain  redress  for 
lose  injuries,  and.  above  ail,  to  induce  both 
owers  to  rescind  those  decrees,  and  to  adopt  a 
3urse  consistent  with  justice,  and  with  the  (tc- 
nowledged  fow  of  nations. 

An  embargo  of  fifteen  months'  duration  was 
jcceeded  by  the  act  of  Congress,  of  the  1st  of 
larch,  1809,  which  prohibited  the  introduotion 
f  British  and  French  merchandise  in  rtie  United 
States,  and  interdicted  their  ports  to  vessels  of 
oth  nations.  To  this  temporary  act,  which  ex- 
ired  on  the  1st  of  May,  1810,  another  was  sub- 
ituted,  of  the  same  date,  by  which  it  was  en* 
eted,  1st,  That  the  ports  of  the  United  Sutes 
tiottld  be  interdicted  to  the  armed  vessels  of  France 
nd  Great  Britain ;  2dly,  That,  if  either  of  those 
wo  Powers  should,  prior  to  the  3d  March,  1811, 
3voke  its  unlawful  edicts,  (which  fact  the  Presi- 
ent  of  the  United  StaUs  should  declare  by  pr6c- 
imation,)  the  interdiction  thi^  im|Kwed  on  armed 
essels  should  cease,  ia  relation  to  such  Power ; 
dly,  That,  if  the  other  nation  should  not,  in  that 
ase,  revoke  her  unlawful  edicts  within  three 
lonths  thereafter,  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the 
ct  of  the  1st  of  March,  1809,  that  is  to  say,  the 
rohibition  to  import  merchandise,  and  the  inter- 
iction  of  all  vessels,  should,  at  the  eacpiration  of 
iiree  months  after  the  proclan^atioa  amesald,  be 
evived,  in  relation  to  the  nation  thus  refusing  to 
&voke  her  edie.ts. 

This  last  act  of  Gonj^ess,  of  the  1st  May,  1810, 
aving  been  communicated  both  to  the  French 
nd  to  the  British  Government,  the  Duke  de  Ca- 
ore,  then  Minister  of  External  Relations,  ad- 
ressed,  on  the  5th  of  August,  1810.  a  letter  to 
Ir.  Armstrong,  then  Minister  of  the  United  States 
t  Paris,  in  which,. after  having  eommeftted  on 


the  various  acts  of  Congress,  he  says :  <<  In  thi^ 
new  state  of  things,  I  am  authorized  to  declare  to 
you,  that  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  re* 
voked,  and  that,  after  the  first  of  November,  they 
will  cease  to  have  efiect;  it  being  understood  that, 
in  consequence  of  this  declaration,  the  English 
shall  revoke  their  Orders  in  Council,  and  renounce 
the  new  principles  of  blockade  which  tbey  have 
Wished  to  establish,  or  that  the  Ignited  States, 
conformably  to  the  act  you.  have  just  communi- 
cated, shall  cause  their  rights  to  be  respected  by 
the  English.-' 

The  execution  of  this  .revocation  depended, 
then,  on  the  alternative  of  two  cooditions,  one  of 
which  was  not  under  the  control  of  ^he  United 
States ;  but  the  other  w^s  only  that  they  should 
act  conformably  to  what  they^  had  already  an- 
nounced to  be  tneir  determination. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  did, 'ac- 
cordingly, by  his  proclamation,  of  the  2d  of  No^* 
vember,  1810,  declare',  that  the  decrees  of  France, 
in  question,  had  been  revoked,  so  as  to  have  ceased 
to  have  efiect  on  the  1st  of  that  mouth,  and  that 
all  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, of  the  fit  of  May,  1810,  were  henceforth  to 
cease,  in  relation  to  France. 

On  the  same  day,  the  2d  of  November,  1810, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  the 
United  States  transmitted  the  President's  procla- 
mation to  the  several  collectors  of  customs,  and 
gave  them  instructions  for  the  immediate  admis- 
sion of  French  armed  vessSs  in  the  ^rts  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  the  exclusion  ot  all  British 
vessels,  and  the  prohibition  of  all  British  mer- 
chandise, after  the  2d  of  February,  1811,  that  is 
to  say,  three  months  after  the  date  of  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation,  in  case  they,  the  said  collec- 
tors, should  not,  before  that  day,  be  officially  no- 
tified, bv  the  Treasury  Department,  that  Great 
Britain  nad  revoked  her  unlawful  edicts. 

Although  both  those  documents  we^e,  at  the 
time,  officially  communicated  to  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, copies  are  again  herewith  enclosed. 

Great  Britain  not  havinp^  revoked  her  edicts^ 
the  interdiction  of  her  vessels  and  merchandise 
took  place  accordingly,  on  the  2d  of  February, 

1811.  It  received  an  additional  sanction  by  the 
act  of  Congress,  of  the  2d  of  March  following, 
and  continued  in  force  till  the  month  of  June, 

1812,  when,  in  addition  to  that  measure,  Great 
Britain  still  persevering  in  her  refusal,  the  United 
States  found  themselves  at  last  obliged  to  declare 
war  against  her. 

The  United  States  having  thus,  with  perfect 
ffood  faith,  fulfilled  the  engagement  contracted 
by  their  act  of  the  1st  of  May,  1810,  and  on  which' 
the  execution  of  the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  was  made' to  depend, 'it  follows, 
that  the  right  to  demand  the  complete  execution 
of  that  revocation  from  the  1st  of  November,  18lb, 
and  an  indemnity  iir  every  case  where  injuries 
were  sustained  subsequent  to  that  day,  by  Ameri- 
can citizens,  under  color  of  those  decrees,  is  fully 
established  as  the  result  of  a  positive  compact, 
and  is  altoffetber  independent  of  any  subsequent 
I  act  of  the  French  Government.  That.right  would 
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remain*  entire,  eren  if  that  Government  bad  de- 
parted from  their  enga^^ment,  and  bad  attempted 
to  revive  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  with  re- 
spect to  the  United  States.  This,  however,  was 
not  the  case. 

On  the  25tb  of  December,  1810.  two  letters 
were  addressed,  one  by  the  Duke  of  Massa,  Min- 
ister of  Justice,  to  the  President  of  the  Council 
of  Prizes,  the  other  bv  the  Duke  of  Gaete,  Mini^ 
ter  of  Finance,  to  the  Director  General  of  the 
Customs.  Both  letters  recapitulate  the  paragraph 
already  quoted,  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore's  letter,  of 
the  5th  of  August,  ISJO.  to  Mr.  Armstrong,  and 
the  substance  of  the  proclamation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  circular  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Department,  of  the 
2d  of  November,  1810.  The  Director  General  of 
the  Customs  is  accordingly  informed,  that  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  must  not  be  applied  to 
any  American  vessels  that  have  entered  French 
ports  since  the  1st  of  November,  or  may  enter  in 
future.  By  the  letter  of  the  Grand  Judge,  Minis- 
ter of  Justice,  it  is  ordered  that,  "in  consequence 
of  the  engagement  entered  into  by  the  United 
States,  (the  President's  proclamation,  and  thecir* 
cular  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,)  all  the 
causes  that  may  be  pending  in  the  Council  of 
Prizes  of  captures  of  American  vessels,  made  after 
the  1st  of  November^  and  those  that  may,  in  fu- 
ture, be  brought  before  it,  shall  not  be  judged  ac- 
cording to. the  principles  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin 
and  Milan,  but  they  snail  remain  suspended ;  the 
vessels  captured  or  seized,  to  remain  only  in  a 
state  of  sequestration,  and  the  rights  of  the  pro- 
prietors being  reserved  for  ahem,  until  the  2d  of 
February  next,  the  period  at  which,  the  United 
States  having  fulfilled  the  engagement  to  cause 
their  rights  to  be  respected,  the  said  captures  shall 
be  declared  null  by  the  Council,  and  the  Ameri- 
can vessels  restored,  together  with  their  cargoes^ 
to  their  proprietors.'* 

It  is  not  irrelevant  to  observe,  that  these  two 
letters  were  immedijately  made  public  in  France. 
They  appeared  even  in  a  Bordeaux  newspaper  as 
early  as  the  30th  of  December. 

Accordingly,  as  soon  as  the  restrictions  on  Brit- 
ish vessels  and  on  British  merchandise,  as  an- 
nounced by  the  previous  acts  of  the  American 
Government  had  actually  been  carried  into  effect, 
on  the  2d  of  February,  1811,  and  an  account  of 
it  had  been  received  by  the  French  Government, 
the  American  vessels  were  admitted  to  entry  in 
the  French  ports,  although  they  might  have  been 
in  eontravention  to  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees ; 
and  the  vessels  which  had  been  captured  subse- 
quent to  the  1st  November,  1810,  by  virtue  of 
those  decrees,  were  released  in  all  cases  where 
some  other  objection,  unconnected  with  those  de^ 
crees,  such  as  the  question  of  ownership  in  the 
ctfie  of  the  Belisarius,  did  not  occur. 

It  was  with  reference  to  all  these  circumstances 
that  his  Ezcellen<fy  the  Minister  6f  Marine,  ia<a 
letter  of  the  SOth  of  November,  1818,  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  State,  stated  that  the  revocation  of  the  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  decree  had  been  definitively  pro- 
nounced only  on  the  2d  of  February,  1811.    His 


ezpresaioDs  are,  '^qiie  le  Capitaiae  Raoal^ 
mandant  les  deux  frijeates,  parti  de  la  rivike  de 
Nantes  de  28  D6cembre,  1810,  n'a  pas  avoir  eon- 
noisaances  de  la  revocation  des  d^crets  de  Berlin  et 
'.de  Milan,  k  I'^j^rd  desAm^ricains,  revocation  qai 
n'a  6te  definitivement  pronone6e  qae  le  2  Vkma 
suivant."  Without  admitting  the  correctaess  of 
that  statement  ia  all  its  parts,  it  is  at  least  evident 
that  the  Minister  knew,  and  that  the  Cooacil  of 
State  might  have  seen,  by  that  letter,  t^t  there 
was  some  other  act  besides,  and  previoos  to  the 
decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  bjr  which  the 
revocatil^n  had  been  already  defiaitiFdy  pro- 
nounced. 

The  general  admission  of  Aqiericaa  Tessek  to 
entry  was  announced  to  Mr.  Rosseli,  Ciiarg6  de 
Affaires  of  the  United  States,  by  a  letter  of  the 
Duke  of  Bassano^  of  the  4th  Maf,  1811.  To 
prove  that  no  disttnctioa  was* made  with  respect 
to  vessels,  ia  contravention  to  the  Berlin  aad  Mi- 
lan decrees,  it  will  be  svffllcient,  ia  additioa  to 
the  case  of  the  Belisarius,  to  meatioa  that  of  the 
New  Orleans.Packet. 

That  vessel  arrived  fromOibraltar,  at  Bordeatn, 
the  3d  of  Debember,  1810,  and  hady^bestdcs,  been 
boarded  by  two  poblic  British  vessels.  She  was 
immediately,  for  these  express  caases,  aeizod  by  the 
Director  of  Customs,  as  haviag  violated  the  Miiaa 
decree.  On  the  representation  of  the  Anerieaa 
Charg6  d'Affaires,  aad  in  conformity  with  the 
letter  of  the  Minister  of  Finances,  of  the  25th  of 
December,  1810,  which  has  already  been  qaoted, 
the-  vessel  and  cargo  were  restored  to  the  coa- 
signees,  on  eivin^  bond  to  pay  the  estiooated  vaJae^ 
should  it  d^nitively  be  so  decided.  Aad,  ac- 
cording to  orders  ffivea  to  that  effect,  the  bond 
was  cancelled  shoruy  after  the  date  of  the  Dokeof 
Bassano's  letter  of  the  4th  of  May,  1811. 

With  respect  to  vessels  captured  sobeeqaeat  to 
the  1st  of  Nevember,  1810, 1  can  appeal  to  the  ree* 
ords  of  the  Court  of  Prizes  for  proo^  that  not  a 
siagle  one  was.  condemned  for  a  oontraTeotioa  to 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.    The  arehires  of 
this  legation,  though  necessarily  defective  ia  that 
respect,  enable  me  to  mention  the^  Ibtfo wiag  ves- 
sels, viz :  Two  Brothers,  Good  Inleat,  Star,  Nep- 
tune, and  Acastus,  all  of  which,  having  beea 
captured  and  brought  into  port  for  haviag  eoa- 
travened  those  decrees,  were  acqoitted  aad  releas- 
ed, in  consequence  of  their  revocation.    Whether, 
besides  the  DoHy  find  Telegraph,  there  mi^ht  not 
be  some  other  cases  which  remained  undecided  ia 
April,  1814, 1  cannot  nositively  msserc    There  b 
none  within  my  knowledge. 

It  is  material  to  add,  that  all  the  resads  which 
I  have  mentioned,  were  released  b^ore  the  8ih  of 
May,  1812,  the  day  on  which  the  decree  of  the 
28th  of  April,  1811,  is  suted,  by  the  Goancil  of 
State,  to  have  been  published  in  the  Moaitear. 
And  your  Excellency  may^have  perceived,  that, 
in  the  preceding  statement  t>f  facta,  I  have  not 
alluded  to  that  decree.  Indeed,  if  the  Comocii  oi 
State,  instead  of  suggesting  that  the  reyocatioa  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  was  unknown  to  the 
Minister  of  the  United  States,  at  the  time  when 
/he  wrote  his  letter-  of  the  12th  of  March,  1812^ 
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had  oDly^  said,  that  he  was  anacquainted  with  the 
decree  of  the  28th  April,  1811, 1  would,  whilst 
showing,  as  I  have  done,  that  his  ignorance  in 
that  respect  was  irrehvant  to  the  question,  have 
acknowledged  the  fact  to  be  true.  That  decree 
was  first  communicated  to  him  on  the  10th  of 
May,  1812,  and  did  not  reach  the  Grorernment  of 
the  United  States  till  the  13th  of  July  following, 
that  is  to.  say,  one  month  after  war  had  been  de- 
clared against  England.  It,  therefore,  had  no 
effect  on  any  of  their  acte,  or  anv  part  of  their 
conduct.  •  The  compact  was  complete  without  it, 
and  rested  on  the  omcial  declarations  of  the  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Relations,  and  on  the  execution 
of  the  engagement  on  the  part  of  the  French  Gk>v- 
ernment.  In  that  manner  what  Oovamment  chose 
to  announce  the  revocation  to  its  officers  and 
subjects,  was  immaterial  to  the  United  States. 
The  omy  point  in  which  they  were  concerned, 
was,  that  that  revocation  should,  according  to  the 
engagement,  be  faithfully  carried  into  effect.  And 
this  is  the  reason  why  T  thought  it  necessary  to 
show  hi  wha(  manner  it  was  executed  in  France. 
Why  the  publication  of  the  decree  of  the  28th 
April,  1811,  was  delayed,  is. not  known  to  the 
United  States,  and  they  have  no  interest  in  know-i 
ing  it.  The  delay  cannot  affect  them,  since  their 
rights,  founded  on  compact,  are  independent  of 
the  decree,  and  would  be  precisely  the  same  if  it 
had  never  been  enacted. 

Had  all  these  facts  been  brought  within  the 
view  of  the  Council  of  Stata :  had  that  body  been 
aware  that  the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees  had  been  the  result  of  an  engagement  taken 
by  the  French  Government,  on  a  condition  which 
bad  been  faithfully  fulfilled  by  that  of  the  United 
States;  had  they  been  informed  that  it  was  thus 
considered  by  the  former  Gk)vernment  of  France, 
and  that  every  decision  which  had  heretofore 
taken  place  in  relation  to  American  vessels,  was 
consistent  with  the  principle  that  those  decrees 
had  ceased  to  have  effect  with  respect  to  Ameri- 
can commerce,  from  the  1st  of  November,  1810 ; 
it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  the  presumed  ig- 
norance of  that  revocation,  on  the  part  of  the 
captains  of  two  French  frigates,  could  have  been 
alleged  as  a  reason  why  the  owners  of  the  Dolly 
and  Telegraph  should  ^ot  be  indemnified  for  the 
destruction  of  their  vessels  and  cargoes,  more  than 
one  year  after  that  date. 

That  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  captains 
miy  be  accepted  aa  a  sufficient  justification  for 
every  part  of  their  conduct,  so  far  as  respecu 
their  responsibility  towards  their  own  Qovern- 
ment ,  if  that  Government  thinks  it  proper.  That 
is  a  point  in  which  the  Unite^  Slates  have  no 
concern.  But  that  circumstance  cannot  release 
the  Government  of  France  from  their  engage- 
ment with  that  of  America,  that  the  decl'ees 
should  have  no  effect  after  the  1st  of  November, 
1810.  nor  from  the  obligation  of  indemnifying 
the  American  citizens  who  may,  in  contravention 
of  that  engagement,  have  sustained  losses  by  the 
erroneous -application  of  those  decrees  subsequent 
to  that  day. 

The  Government  of  France,  having  (mee  en- 


tered into  that  engagement,  became  responsible 
for  its  faithful  and  complete  execution.  The 
solemn  promise  was  made  the  5th  of  August,  1810, 
and  it  became  irrevocable,  provided  the  condition 
attached  to  it  was  fulfilled.  In  postponing  the 
execution  till  the  1st  of  November,  an  epoch  fixed 
by  .the  FreoFch  Government  itself,  time  was  taken^ 
sufficient  in  its  own  opinion,  to  give  the  necessary 
orders,  and  to  insure  the  performance  of  the 
promise.  It  became  the  duty  of  that  Government ' 
to  give  instructions  to  that  effect  to  their  tribunals 
and  officers;  and  they  are  bound  to  indemnify,  if, 
through  neglect,  or  any  other  cause,  some  of  their 
naval  officers  were  not  duly  instructed,  and  Amer- 
ican citizens  have  suffered  any  injury  on  that  ac- 
count. The  condition  annexed  to  the  revocation, 
as*  announced  on  the  5th  of  Aueust,  1810,  was 
only  that  the  United  J3tates  should  jict  in  con- 
formity with  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  1st  of  May 
preceding.  As  there  was,  of  course,  the  strongest 
probability  that  that  condition  would  be  fulfilled, 
and  that  the  revocation  would,  as  in  fact  it  did, 
take  effect  on  the  1st  of  November  following, 
orders  ought  to  have  been  immediately  issued  to 
prevent,  aAer  that  day,  any  apt  violating  the  en- 
gagement It  may  be  added,  without  attaching 
much  importance  to  the  fact,  that  the  President's 
proclamation  and  the  Treasury  circular,  of  the  2d 
November,  1810,  were  communicated  by  Mr. 
Russell  to  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  on  the  17th  of  De- 
cember  following ;  that  is  to  say,  eleven  days 
prior  to  the  sailing  of  the  Medusa. 

In  the  case  of  the  Dolly  and  Telegraph,  there  ' 
are  two  distinct  acts  committed  by  the  captains 
of  the  French  frigates — the  capture  of  the  Ameri- 
can vessels,  and  afterwards  their  destruction.  In 
all  cases  or  capture,  the  United  States  have  a  ri^ht 
to  demand  a  trial  by  a  competent  tribunal.  Ac- 
Cordinjf  to  the  present  jurisprudence  of  France, 
that  tribunal  appears  to  be  the  Committee  of  the 
Council  of  State,  known  by  the  name  of  '^  Comit6 
du  Contentieux.'^  The  first  question  thev  had  to 
decide  was,  whether  the  capture  was  legal  or  not. 
On  that  question  theve  could  not  have^  been  any 
hesitation.  The  series' of  the  acts  connected  with 
the  revocation,  the  decree  itself  of  the  28th  of 
April,  1811,  all  the  former  precedents,  all  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Council  of  Prizes,  left  not  the  small- 
est doubt  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  had 
ceased  to  have  effect,  on  the  1st  of  November,  1810, 
and  that  any  subsequent  capture,  founded  on  those 
decrees,  was  illegal  and  null.  Indeed,  there  would 
have  been  no  difficulty,  if  the  captains  of  the 
frigates,  ignorant  of  the  revocation,  had  only  cap- 
tured the  Dolly  and  Telegraph  and  sent  them  into 
port  for  adjudication.  Those  two  vessels  would 
have  been  acquitted  and  restored,  as  were  all  the 
other  American  vessels  ^that  were  brought  into 
French  ports,  under  siniilar  circumstances.  In- 
stead of  pursuing  this  course,  th'e  French  captains 
plundered  and  burnt  the  ships.  This  act  renders 
the  restoration  impracticable ;'  but,  the  capture 
being  illegal,  it  does  not,  at  least,  release  the 
French  Gk>vemment  from  its  responsibility. 

A  belligerent  has  a  right  to  capture,  and,  at  his 
discretion,  to  destroy  the  vessels  of  the  enemy. 
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With  respect  to  neutrals,  be  can  onlr  captore^  and 
seod  in  ibr  adjudication,  the  verads  pursuing  a 
trade  contrary  to  the  duties  imposed  on  neutrals, 
by  the  law  or  nations.  It  is  already  sufficiently 
hard  on  them  that  the  decision  should  be  made 
by  a  tribunal  of  the  belligerent  Power.  But  the 
benefit  of  such  trial  was  never  denied  to  them, 
not  even  by  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  Those 
decrees  declared^  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations, 
neutral  vessels  liable  to  capture  and  condemnation 
for  pursuing  a  legitimate  commerce;  but  they  did 
not  change  the  course  of  proceedings  with  respect 
to  the  mode  of  decision.  A  trial  and  condemna- 
tion, by  a  competent  tribunal,  were  still  necessary. 
Navy  officers,  by  the  law  of  nations,  never  &re, 
and  even  by  those  decrees  were  not,  authorized, 
in  any  case,  to  burn  at  sea  the  vessels  of  a  nation 
at  peace.  Such  an  act  is  a  wanton  outrage, 
wholly  unjustifiable,  and  for  which,  if  at  any  time 
committed,  even  under  a  plea  of  necessity,  the 
nation  is  always  responsible.  The' most  aggra- 
vating circumstance  of  the  whole  case  cannot,  in 
any  view  of  the  subject,  be  adduced  as  a  reason  to 
defeat  the  right  of  the  parties  to  an  indemnity. 
That  indemnity  is  equally  due  by  the  Grovemment 
of  France ;  that  Government  is  equally  responsible 
for  the  outrage  committed  by  the  officers  of  its 
navy,  whether  the  act  be  owing  to  neglect,  in  not 
issuing  in  time  the  necessary  orders,  to  improper 
or  unauthorized  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  officers, 
or  to  any  other  cause. 

Having  laid  before  your  Excellency  what,  I 
trust,  will  be  considered  a  conclusive. statement 
of  facts^  it  grieve^  me  to  be  compelled  to  say,  that 
the  decision  of  the  Council  of  state,  of  the  19th 
of  December  last,  is  the  first  positive  act  by  which 
the  Qovernment  of  France  seems  to  have  con- 
sidered itself  as  released  from  the  solemn  obliga- 
tion contracted  with  the  United  States,  "  that 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  to  cease  to 
have  effect,  after  the  Ist  of  November,  1810."  And 
i^t  has  afforded  me  great  relief  to  find,  on  the  face 
of  that  ordinance,  irrefragable  proofs  that  it  must 
be  ascribed  to  an  unintentional  error,  arising^  from . 
the  Council  not  having  been  put  in  possession  of 
all  the  material  facts  connected  with  the  case. 

I  apply,  therefore,  to  your  Excellency,  with  per- 
fect conndence  in  the  justice  of  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment,  andliave  the  honor  to  request,  1st,  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  the  subject  before  His 
Majesty,  in  order  that  the  ordinance,  of  the  23d  of 
Decemoer  last,  may  be  rescinded,  and  a  revision 
of  the  affair  ordered.  2dly,  that  when  brought 
again  before  the  Council  ol  State,  you  will  have 
the  goodness  to  have  all  the  facts  relative  to  the 
revocation  of  the 'Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  fairly 
laid  before  that  body,  in  order  that  the  owners  of 
the  Dolly  and  Telegraph  may  receive  the  indem- 
nity justly  due  to  them  for  such  a  wanton  and 
unjustifiable  outrage  as  the  destruction  of  their 
vessels  and  cargoes. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  assur- 
ances, dec. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

His  Bx'cy  Baron  Pasquier, 

Miniiter  0/  Foreign  Ajfoin,  fc 


No.  143. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gallatin^  Envoy  Eitra- 
ordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  to  Erance^  to  Mr.  uidams^  Secretary  of  Stait, 
dated 

Paris,  Aprii  27, 1820. 

<'Mr.  Pasquier  has  also  informed  me  that  he 
bad  referred  to  the  Minister  of  Justice  my  remon* 
strance.  of  the  15ih  March  last,  against  the  dceis- 
ion  of  the  Council  of  State,  in  the  case  of  the  JkSf 
and  I^legraph.  This  a  very  unusual  course  in  an 
affair  where  our  rights  are  founded  on  a  positire 
agreement  between  the  two  countries— Tan  agree- 
ment entirely  political,  and  in  which  the  Mintsia 
of  Foreign  Affairs  was  the  organ  of  the  French 
Grovemment.'' 


No.  147. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  GaQatin,  Envoy  Estn- 
ordinary  and  Minister  PUnipoUntiary  of&e  Uwud 
States  to  France^  to  Mr.  AdamSy  Secretary  of  StaU, 
dated 

Paris,  June  9,  1S20. 

"  Beinff  yet  without  instructions,  on  the  sobiect 
of  our  claims  for  indemnity,  I  acquiesced  in  Mr. 
Parish's  wish  to  lay  the  Antwerp  cases  before  the 
Department  of  Foreign  AfiSiirs  ;  and  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  [wrote 
to  Mr.  Pasquier  on  that  subject." 


In  dvplicate  of  Mr.  GaUatin%  No.  147. 

Paris,  May  9,  ISSa 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor,  on  the  11th  of  February, 
18-10,  to  transmit  to  his  fixcelleBcj  Gcacnl  D«- 
soUe,  a  memorial  of  Mr.  David  Parish,  to  hb 
Excellency  the  Minister  of  Finances,  lelatiTe  10 
certain  American  vessels  and  cargoes  sequestered 
at  Antwerp,  in  the  b^inning  of  the  year  1807 ; 
and  I  now  beg  leave  to  transmit  a  new  aniliea- 
tion  of  that  gentleman,  addressed  to  your  jSxcel- 
leney.  Permit  me  to  add  a  few  ofascrvatioos  to 
those  contained  in  those  memoriais,  nad  in  my 
letter  of  the  11th  of  .February,  ISIS^  to  General 
Dessolle. 

The  only  extraordinary  French  decree  ia  foree, 
when  those  vessels  arrived  at  Antwerp,  was  that 
of  Berlin,  dated  the  21st  November,  18(M.  Some 
of  its  enactments  were  unjust,  and  cQatrary  tc 
the  law  of  nations;  yet  it  made  merebandiae  Itt- 
bie  to  confiscation,  only  in  case  of  its  being  Bm- 
ish  property^  or  of  the  manufacture  or  prodace  of 
Qreat  Britam  or  her  coioniea.  With  re^ieet  to 
vessels  coming  from  England,  it  was  by  that  de- 
cree only  declared  that  they  should  not  be  reoeind 
in  French  ports ;  and  such  vessels  were,  with  theii 
cargoes,  made  liable  to  confiscation  only  in  case 
they  shocdd  have  contravened  that  piovisioa  by 
means  of  a  false  declaration.  It  was  not  uatii 
the  17th  December,  1807,  that,  by  the  still  mar« 
arbitrary  decree  of  Milan,  neatral  vessels,  which 
might  have  been  searched  by  an  English  ship,  or 
sent  to  England,  were  d^Iared  to  be  denatioaal' 
ized,  RAd  j^od  prize. 
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The  vessels  in  question  were  bound  from  tl^e 
Jnited  States  to  France,  but  had  on  their  passage 
een  sent  forcibly  to  England,  ajid  were  after- 
rards  released.  They  do  not  seem  to  have  come, 
D  any  shape,  within  the  purview  of  the  Berlin 
ecrec* 

But  even  if  considered  as  coming  from  Eng- 
ind,  within  the  meaning  of  the  act,  as  they  htui 
lot  concealed  the  fact  by  any  false  declaration, 
he  utmost  penalty  to  which  they  were  liable 
ly  that  or  any  other  existing  decree,  was  not  to 
le  received  in  a  French  port.  Their  bein?  nev- 
rtbeless  admitted  and  sequestered,  instead  oi  being 
ent  ofi^  was  the  act  of  the  French  Government. 
rhey  were  detaiijed,  as  will  immediately  be  shown, 
oly  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  not 
ome  other  contravention  of  the  decree^— whether 
be  cargo,  or  some  part  of  it,  was  not  British  pro- 
erty.  Unless  this  can  be  established,  or  that  uey 
ad  made  a  false  declaration,  the  siimple  fact  of 
tieir  having  arrived  at  Antwerp  from  an  Eng- 
ish  port  did  not  make  them  liable  to  confiscation. 

By  an  Imperial  decision  of  the  2d  July,  1808, 
be  cargoes  being  of  a  perishable  nature  were  or- 
tered  to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  to  be  placed  as 
I  deposite  in  the  caiaw  cPamoriiueiMnt ;  and  an 
nquiry  Was  directed  to  be  made,  in  order  to  asc'er- 
aio  whether  the  property  was  not  English.  His 
ilzcellency  Baron  Louis,  to  whom,  as  Minister 
if  Finanoes,  ti}e  memorial  of  Mr.  Parish  above- 
aentioned  had  been  addressed,  wrote  to  him  on 
he  22d  May,  1819,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
lad  been  withdrawn,  by  superier  orders  from  the 
(mse  d'amortumMnty  and  paid  into  the  public 
reasury ;  and  he  adds  that  they  were  thereoy  de- 
initively  acquired  by  the  State.  He  has  commn- 
licated  neither  the  date  nor  the  tenor  of  those 
rders. '  That  he  should  have' considered  them  as 
irecluding  him,  on  his  own  authority,  and  with- 
ut  the  sanction  of  Government,  from  .ordering 
be  money  to  be  repaid  to  the  American  owners, 
lay  be  understood ;  and  it  is  presumed  that  this 
ras  his  meaning.  He  cannot  have  intended  eithec 
D  pronounce  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  or  to  main- 
iiin  the  untenable  position  that  the  transmission 
•f  the  mohey  from  one  public  chest  to  another 
;ould  have  affected  the  ri^h|s  cf  the  parties.  Its 
leing:  eipended  for  public  pUVposeS)  instead  of 
emaining  as  a  de|K>site,  is  a  proof  of  the  wants  of 
Bonaparte,  but  it  is  not  a  decision  on  the  case. 
k  dehnitive  confiscation,  even  under  the  Imoerial 
'^iR0,  could  only  take  pLace  with  the  usual  mrms, 
tnd  by  virtue  oi  a  direct  and  positive  $ict  to  that 
ifiect.  All  that  was  done  by  that  Gbvernment 
vith  respect  to  this  property  was  the  order  of  sale, 
he  order  to  place  the  proceeds  in  some  public 
;hest,  and  the  inquiry  relative  to  the  ownership. 
Vo  final  decision,  no  condemnation,  has  ever 
aken  place. 

It  happens,  even  «that,  with  the  exception  of 
hese  vessels  and  of  four  others  consijened  to  Mr. 
Elidgeway,  the  American  Consul  at  Antwerp,  all 
;he  other  cargoes  sequestered  in  that  port,  under 
Hmiiar  circumstances, were  delivered  to  the  6wn- 
;rs,  and  that  the  conditional  bonds  thev  had  given 
C7cre  returned  to  them.    The  principle  has  thus 


beeti    decided   in  favor  of  the   claimants,  and 
nothing  remains  but  to  a^ply  it  to  their  special  case. 

Having*  received  special  instructions  from  my 
Gbverhment  in  veganl  to  this  claim,  it  b  in  ito 
name  that  I  beff  leave  to  call  your  Excel len^y's 
attention  to  Mr.  Parish's  memorial,  and  that  I  ask 
for  that  decision  which  justice  requires,  and  which 
has  been  but  too. long  protracted. 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  this  decision 
does  not  depend  on  the  question  of  the  legality  or 
illegality  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and 
that  I  have  argued  as  if  those'acts  had  been  valid. 
Although  thev  cannot  certainly  be  admitted  ae 
such  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  it 
is  a  question  unconnected  with  the  present  case, 
and  which  is  reserved  for  a  future  discussion. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  assur- 
adces,  &c., 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

His  Excellency  Baron  FAsauiSR, 
MiniOer  of  Fawffn  Affairs,  ^c. 


Extract  cfa  letter  from  Mr,  Adanu,  to  Mr.  OaUatinj 

dated 

Dbpartmbnt  or  State, 

-     WaeMfigUm,  Mareh  31, 1821. 

^  Mr.  Archibald  Gracie  has  again  solicited  somie 
special  interposition  of  this  Governn^ent  to  press 
that  of  France  for  an  adjustment  of  his  claim. 
He  considere4  it  as  standing  upon  grounds  so 
clear  and  incontrovertible,  that  the  French,  Gov- 
ernment cannot  ultimately^  resist  the  equitable  ob- 
ligation of  providing  for  it. 

"  The  Government  of  the  United  States  cannot 
undertake  to  discriminate  between  the  compara- 
tive merits  of  the  claims  of  their  citizens  upon  the 
Government  of  France.  It  asks  justice  for  them 
all ;  It  asks  no  more  than  justice  for  any.  More 
than  two  years  since,  the  claims  of  Mr.  Gracie^ 
and  all  the  Antwerp  cases,  were  recommended  to 
your  special  attention,  in  the  presumption  that, 
standing  on  ground  peculiarly  imposing  on  the 
French  Gk>vernment,  it  would  not  be  able  to  resist 
them,  and  that  success  in  those  cases  would  pave 
the  way  for  it  in  all  others.  It  is  in  this  view, 
that  is,  by  pressing  this,  and  the  Antwerp  cases 
generally,  the  other  cases  would  not  only  not  be 
injured,  but  benefited,  that  vonr  attention  to  them 
is  suggested.  The  force  ol  example,  added  to  the 
other  powerful  considerations  in  their  favor,  might 
do  much.  But  that  is  left  altogether  to  your 
iadgment,  aided  as  you  are  by  all  the  lights  be- 
longing to  the  subject;  and,  unless  you  shall  be 
satisfied  that  the  proposed  pressure  will  have  the 
good  effect  contemplated,  it  is  expected  that  you 
will  of  course  decline  it." 


Jfr.  Adams  to  Mr.  OaUatin. 

DSPARTMEMT  OF  StaTE, 

Washiitfftony  Jvm  29, 1821. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  herewith, 
a  copy  of  a  letter  received  at  this  Department 
some  time  since,  from  Mr.  Ooonel,  as  agent  for 
sundry  insurance  companies  in  Philadelphia,  hav- 
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ing  claims  upoQ  the.  French  Grovemment;  upon 
which  I  would  fefer  you  to  the  letter  which  I 
lately  wrote  you  concerning  the  case  of  Mr.  Gra- 
cie's  claim.  These  gentlemen  appear  to  have 
received  recent  information,  upon  which  they 
place  some  reliance,  indicating  on  the  part  of  the 
French  Grovernment  a  disposition  more  favorable 
to  claimants  upon  their  justice,  than  had  been 
previously  manifested.  Should  any  prospect  of 
that  nature  be  perceived  by  you,  your  own  dispo- 
sition to  make  it  available  for  the  benefit  of  the 
sufferers,  will,  itself,  serve  the  purpose  of  a  stand- 
ing instruction. 

1  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  humble 
and  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  aUINCy  ADAMS. 


No.  193. 

Extract  ofa  Utter  from  Mr.  Gallatin^  Envoy  Extret- 
ordinary  and  Jdvnigter  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  to  France,  to  Mr.  Adame,  Secretary  of  State, 
dated 

Pabis,  November  15, 1831. 

'*Mr.  de  la  Grange,  the  lawj^r  generally  em- 
ployed in  American  cases,  having  requested  me 
to  transmit  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  a 
copy  of  his  memoir  in  the  appeal  of  Richard 
Faxon,  now  pending  before  the  Council  of  State, 
for  indemnity  on  account  of  a  seizure  made  at 
Saotander,  in  the  year  1312,  I  addressed  to  Mr. 
Pasquier,  on  the  31st  ultimo,  a  note  on  the  sub- 
ject, copy  of  which,  as  well  as  of  the  said  memo^ 
rial,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose.  You  will  per- 
ceive that  I  took  that  opportunity  of  remincfidg 
the  Minister  of  the  case  or  the  'Dolly'  and  'Tele- 
graph,' on  which  it  does  not  seem  that  the  Minis- 
ter of  Justice  has  yet  made  any  report." 


[translation.] 

Mr.  Crallatin  to  Baron  Pasquier. 

Paris,  October  31,  1821. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, under  this  cover,  a  memorial  addressed 
to  the  BiiQg,  in  his  Council  of  State,  for  Richard 
Faxon,  a  citizen  of  the  United  Sutes,  who  com- 
plains of  a  judgment  of  the  Board  oi  Finances, 
approved  by  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  the 
same  department. 

The  question  is,  of  a  seizure  made  by  the  French 
customs,  in  1812,  at  Santander,  in  the  stores  of 
Joachim  Munios,  of  a  quantity  of  sugars,  belong- 
ing to  said  Faxon.  The  Board  of  Finances  seems 
to  have  dismissed  his  claim,  from  supposed  pre- 
sumption that  he  was  not  the  proprietor ;  and  your 
Excellency,  by  glancing  over  the  memorial,  will 
be  convinced  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  in  this 
regard. 

But  the  board  has,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
pression, reserved  a  subsidiary  question,  that  of 
knowing  if  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  could 
pretend  to  any  indemAity  for  having  suffered,  in 
this  part, of  Spain,  the  application  of  the  laws  of 
France,  tvhich  then  aimed  atcolonial  goods.  Igno- 
rant of  what  laws  the  board  speaks,  I  can  only 


observe,  generally,  that  none  coold  ever  give  the 
right  of  seizing,  without  indemnity,  upon  the 
known  property  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  Statesi 
deposited,  for  three  years,  without  having  been 
there  molested,  in  the  stores  of  his  correspondent. 

As  it  is,  however,  possible,  that  the  lavs  in 
question  may  b*  no  other  than  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  and  the  different  imperial  or  ad- 
ministrative decrees  which  have  been  the  coiiae- 
qiience  of  them,  I  pray  your  Excellency  to  be 
pleased  to  lay  before  the  Council  of  State  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  Ministers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment,  from  that  time,  and  those  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  the  other  docomeaia,  wiiiek 
prove  that  these  decrees  had  been  repeal^  ia  re- 
gard of  the  United  States,  long  before  the  Beame 
of  the  sugars  of  Mr.  Faxon. 

I  ought  also  to  remind  your  ExoeUency  of  an- 
other affair,  more  important  for  the  pdncipki 
which  apply  to  it,  but  which  depends,  iikewiK, 
upon  the  date  of  the  repeal  of  these  two  eelefacaiei 
decrees.  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you,  nnds 
date  of  15th  March^  1820,  .a  very  long  note  on  the 
subject  of  the  decision  of  the  Coan'cu  of  Stale,  faf 
which  the  claim  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Tcsseii 
Dolly  and  Tdegfraph,  burnt  on  the  open  sea  by  two 
French  frigates,  in  November  and  December, 
1811,  was  rejected.  This  decision  could  only 
have  taken  place  because  the  documents,  proving 
the  date  of  the  repeal,  had  not  been  laid  before 
the  Council ;  but  is  supported  by  considccatkms 
which  can  only  produce  the  most  troablesoaie  ef- 
fects. I  can  assure  your  Excellency,  that  the  re- 
visibn  is  of  high  imporjance,  and  I  hope  that  yoa 
will  judge,  that  a  delay,  which,  is  already  up- 
wards of  twenty  months,  ought'  to  be  no  urther 
prolonged. 

I  pray  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  asrar- 
a  nee,  dbc. 

ALBERT   GALLATIN. 


No.  200. 

Extract  of  a  letter  flrom  Mr.  GaBaUn  to  tie  Secretary 

of  State,  dated 

Paris,  Jamary  1^  1822. 

"  I  have  the  honpr^to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  aote 
which  I  wrote  on  the  10th  instant,  to  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  on  the  aubject  of  the  Antwerp 
claims." 


Pabis,  /afiWy  10, 1822. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  on  the  9th  of  May,  1820, 
to  transmit  to  your  Exceliencv's  predecessor,  a 
memorial  of  Mr.  David  Parish,  relatire  to  ihe 
American  cargoes  sequestered  at  Antwerp  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1807,  and  to  add  some  ob- 
servations in  support  of  the  claim.  Twen^ 
months  having  since  elapsed,  a  time  amply  sum- 
cient  to  make  every  inquiry  respecting  the  merits 
of  the  case,  I  have  been  instructed  by  my  Govers- 
ment  to  reoew  the  application,  and  to  call,  in  the 
most  forcible  manner,  the  earnest  attention  of  His 
Majesty's  Ministers  to  that  sulyecL 

In  urging  a  decision  on  this  recIamatioD|  sef- 
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KxzXeXj  from  others,  there  is  not  the  most  distant 
intention  of  abandoning  the  other  claims  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  for  the  indemnities  so 
justly  due  to  them.  But  it  is  time,  after  so  many 
delays,  to  obtain  at  least  a  decisive  answer,  and  to 
ascertain  the  determination  of  the  Government  of 
France  in  that  respect.  And  this  claim  has-been 
selected  because  it  is  altoffether  free  of  any  of  the 
objections,  however  unfounded  these  may  be, 
which  have  been  suggested  in  regard  to  other 


cases. 


It  is  not,  in  the  first  place,  necessary  in  this  in- 
stance, to  discuss  questions  connected  with  the 
illegality  of  any  of  the  decrees  contravening  the 
law  of  nations,  which  were  issued  by  Bonaparte. 
The  vessels  in  question  had  not  violated  any  of 
those  decrees  3  their  cargoes  were  not  liable  to 
confiscation  by  virtue  of  any  provision  contained 
in  any  edict  in  force  at  the  time  of  their  seizure. 

And,  secondly,  not  only  is  the  case  entire ;  not 
only  has  there  been  no  trial  or  condemnation  of 
the  cargoes  ;  but  the  prinoijple)  that  they  were  not 
liable  to  confiscation,  has  been  settled,  by  the  de- 
cisions of  Government  in  analogous  cases,  and 
even  with  respect  to  .portions  oi  the  identical 
property  for  which  indemnity  is  now  claimed. 

I  trust  that  I  will  be  able  to  establish  both  these- 
positions,  to  your  Excellency's  satisfaction. 

The  only  extraordinary  cfecree  of  the  French 
Government  affecting  the  navigation  of  neutral 
nations,  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the 
vessels  alluded  to,  in  a  French  port,  was  that  is- 
sued at  Berlin,  the  21st  of  November,  1806. 

It  was,  by  that  decc^  amon^t  other  provisions, 
declared,  1st,  that  merchandise  belonging  to  a 
British  subject,  or  bein^  the  produce  or  the  man- 
ufactures of  colonies  oi  Great  Britain,  should  be 
sondemned  as  good  prize,  (Article  5  and  6 ;)  2(]f 
that  no  vessel  ^oming  directly  from  England,  or 
from  her  colonies,  or  going  there  {qvi  »^y  rendra) 
ifter  the  known  publication  of  the  decree,  should 
)e  permitted  to  enter  any  French  port,  (Article 
\ ;)  3d,  that  e^ietY  vessel  contravening  the  decree 
by  a  false  declaration,  should  be  seized,  and 
iier  cargo  confiscated  as  British  property,  (Arti- 
:le9.) 

During  the  first  months  subsequent  to  that  de- 
cree, a  number  of  American  vessels  arrived  in 
France,  coming  from  the  United  States,  but  hav- 
ing on  their  passage  been  compelled  to  stop  in 
England,  either  by  British  cruisers  or  by  stress  of 
weather.  The  question  arose,  whether  it  was  in- 
tended by  the  8th  article  of  the  decree,  to  exclude 
3nly  vessels  which  hs^d  gone  voluntarily  to  an 
Eluglish  port,  or  whether  it  included  even  those 
which  had  been  compelled  to  do  it  by  what  is  .called 
reldche  forcde.  The  words  used  in  the  article,  vchf- 
^nt  direcUmentf  and  ^  9*y  rendra^  seemed  to  favor 
the  first  construction ;  and  it  was  clear  that  if  the 
last  was  adopted,  British  cruisers  had  nothing  to  do^ 
but  to  stop*  for  a  few  days  every  neutral  vessel 
bound  to  France,  in  order  to  destroy  her  external 
commerce.  These,  however,  were  questions  for 
the  French  authorities  exclusively  to  decide.  It 
was  altogether  in.  their  power  to  have  decided 
that  the  vessels  in  question-  were  embraced  by  the 


evidently 

merce.  allowed  the  cargoes  to  be  provisionally 
landed  and  deposited  in  the  public  stores  until 
the  decision  ot  Bonaparte  on  the  question  was 
known ;  and  permitted,  also,  that  they  should  be 
delivered  to  the  consignees  on  their  giving  an  ob- 
ligation to  pay  to  the  custom-house  the  estimated 
value  thereof  if  so  ordered  by  that  decision.  It 
was,  therefore,  by  the  act  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment^ that  the  vessels  landed  their  cargoes  instead 
of  being  ordered  off.  And  that  provisional  con- 
struction continued  in  force  till  the  4th  of  SeiH 
tember,  1807,  when  the  Director  General  of  the 
Douanes  announced,  by  a  circular,  ^^  That  the 
Emperor  had  decided  that  the  8th  and  9th  articles 
must  have  their  full  and  entire  execution,  and  that 
no  vessel  which  had  touched  in  England,  or  been 
conducted  these,  could  be  admitted."  "  Thus," 
added  the  Director,  "  the  immediate  retrograda- 
tion  of  those  vessels  shall  be  required,  whatever 
be  the  alleged  causes  of  superior  force,  and  the 
documents  producecf  in  proof  thereof.  Those 
which,  by  a  false  declaration,  may  conceal  the 
fact  01  having  touched  in  Eneland,  and  succeed 
in  thus  entering  our  ports,  shall  be  seized,  and  the 
vessels  and  their  cargoes  shall  be  proceeded  against 
in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  decree,  in  relation 
to  English  property."  In-  conformity  with  t^iis 
decision,  several  American  vessels,  bound  to  Ant- 
werp, were  sent  away,,  amongst  which  may  be 
mentioned,  the  "  Dragon  "  and  the  "  Two  Bro- 
thers," and  also  the  Orozimbo,  belonging  to  one 
of  the  owners  of  the  cargoes  for  which  iiklemnity 
is  now  claimed,  althooffh  her  cargo  had  already 
been  actually  landed,  it  would  have  been  fortu- 
nate for  the  owners  of  the  merchandise,  which  is 
the  object  of  this  reclamation,  that  this  decision, 
should  have  been  made  from  the  first,  or  •  that 
when  Inade,  it  should  have  been  applied  tq  their 
property. 

Amongst  the  American  vessels  arrived  from  the 
United  States  in  French  ports,  in  the  year  1807, 
prior  to  the  decision  of  the  4th  of  September,  and 
which  had  been  compelled  to  touch  in  England, 
seven  came  to  Antwerp^  consigned  to  two  Ameri* 
can  houses ;  the  Bordeaux  Packet,  Helena,  North 
America,  and  Diamond,  to  that  of  Mr.  Ridgway ; 
and  the  Perseverance,  Iliram,  and  Mary,  to  that' 
of  Mr.  Parish.  The  consignees  declined  availinff 
themselves  of  the  option  offered  by  the  French 
authorities  to  receive  the  cargoes  on  giving  bond 
for  their  value,  to  abide  by  4he  final  decision  of 
Bonaparte.*  They  preferred  that  the  cargoes 
should  remain  in  tne  custom-hpuse  stores  subject 
to  that  decision.    Their  motive  was  obvious. 


*  To  this  there  were  two  exceptions,  the  consignees 
having  tabscribed  obligations,  Ist)  for  a  small  quantity 
of  potash,  (about  fifleen  thousand  francs  in  valae,) 
received  and  sold  by  them  on  the  first  arrival  of  the 
vessels;  2dly,  for  the  value  of  some  of  those  vewels, 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  leave  the  port.  The  others 
were  permitted  to  depart  without  the  bond  being  re- 
quired* 
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It  was  onlv  by  the  subsequent  decree  of  Milan, 
of  the  23d  November,  1807,  that  it  was  enacted, 
"  That  all  vessels  which,  after  having  touched  in 
England,  might,  from  any  motive  whatever,  enter 
the  ports  of  France,  should  be  seized  and  confis- 
cated, as  well  as  their  cargoes,  without  exception 
or  distinction  of  produce  or  merchandise."  The 
only  causes  of  confiscation  by  the  Berlin  decree, 
were,  concealment  of  the  fact  of  having  touched 
in  England ;  and  the  merchandise  being  either 
British  property,  or  the  produce  of  England  or 
of  her  colonies.  It  was  known  to  the  consignees, 
had  already  been  acknowledged,  and  was  iorther 
substantiated  by  a  subsequent  inquiry,  tbat  every 
part  of  the  cargoes,  belonged  to  American  citizens, 
and  tbat  no  part  was  the  produce  of  Great  Britain, 
or  of  her  colonies.  It  was  equally  known,  and  has 
never  been  denied,  that  the  captains  of  all  the 
seven  vessels  had,  on  their  first  arrival,  made  no 
concealment ;  that  they  had  all  made  true  decla- 
rations of  the  compulsory  touching  in  England, 
{rdache  farcde,)  r  The  expected  imperial  decision 
could,  therefore,  only  apply  to  the  doubtful  ques- 
tion, whether  the  vessels  and  cargoes  in  that  pre- 
dicament embraced,  or  not,  by  the  article  of  the 
decree,  which  forbade,  in  general  terms,  the  ad- 
mission of  vessels  that  had  touched  in  England, 
whether  the  cargoes  in  question  should  be  admit- 
ted or  sent  away.  In  case  the  decision  should  be 
that  the  vessels  were,  notwithstanding,  the  tddich/t 
forcie,  included  in  the  article  of  the  decree,  and 
that  the  cargoes  were  inadmissible,  they  might, 
by  remaining  in  the  public  stores  in  their  original 
state  be  sent  out  of  France,  and  the  decision  be 
strictly  complied  with.  But  if,  instead  of  that, 
those  cargoes  were  sold,  (and  the  consignees  could 
have  had  no  object  in  receiving  them,  but  that  of 
selling  them,)  the  exportation  cqald  not  have  taken 
place  in  conformity  with  the  decision ;  and  the 
consignees,  unable  to  comply  with  it,  might  have 
been  porapelled  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  l>ond, 
which  would  have  been  tantamount  to  a  confisca- 
tion of  their  property. 

The  decision  of  the4th  of  September,  1807,  being 
made  only  prospective,  the  consignees  at  first  hoped 
that  the  cargoel  of  the  seven  vessels  previously  ar- 
rived, would  be  admitted  to  be  sold  for  home  con- 
sumption, and  accordingly  delivered  to  them. 
But  when  they  found  themselves  disappointed  in 
that  respect,  adhering  to  the  same  line  of  conduct 
which  they  had  pursued,  not  to  depart  from  the 
enactments  of  the  Berlin  decree,  they  applied,  on 
thev22d  of  March,  1808,  to  the  Director  General 
of  the  Douanes,  and  on  the  7th  of  April  ensuing, 
renewed  the  application,  both  to  him  and  to  the 
.  Minister  of  Finances,  stating  that  the  steps  they 
had  taken  to  obtain  the  definitive  admission  of 
that  merchandise  having  been  fruitless,  and  the 
goods,  especially  the  potash,  rice,  brown  sugar, 
and  cochineal, '  becoming  gradually  damaged  in 
the  enirep^y  they  now  asked  the  permission  to  ex- 
port the  merchandise  to  a  foreign  country,  and 
that  in  conformity  with  the  decree  of  the  21st  of 
Novemberj  1806. 

In  answer  to  that  petition  Bonaparte  ordered, 
by  a  decision  of  the  2d  of  July,  1808,  that  the 


cargoes  should  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  deposiifl 
in  the  ceUsse  dPamortisaementj  and  that  an  loqairy 
should  be  made  on  each  of  the  vessels  whieb  hn 
brought  in  the  cargoes,  in  order  to  ascertain  viI^ 
ther  the  owners  were  not  British.  Oo  thisd^ 
cision,  it  is  only  necessary  to  observe  that  itc»- 
roborates  what  has  already  been  stated,  and  wis, 
indeed,  evident,  that  no  concealment  having  bos 
made  bv  the  captains  of  their  rdAche  fink  ia 
Englana,  no  other  cause  or  pretence  for  coofisea- 
tion  could  be,  or  was  alleged,  than  the  apprebeo- 
sion  that  the  property  was  British,  oror  Britbk 
origin. 

To  the  sale  of  the  cai^oes  for  the  purposes  ia* 
tended,  the  consignees  did  of  course  object ;  aod 
they  succeeded  in  preventing  it  for  two  years.  Bat 
to  tbat  part  of  the  decision  which  ordered  u  in- 
quiry, tney  cheerfully  submitted,  and  commQBi- 
cated  all  the  documents,  papers,  and  letters,  co^ 
nected  with  the  vessels  and  their  cargoei  A 
severe  scrutiny  took  jAace,  the  t^salx  of  wbidi 
was  altogether  favorable,  it  being  proven,  in  the 
clearest  manner,  that  the  cargoes  were  exclosirdj 
owned  by  American  citizens.  Of  ihdr  or^a 
there  does  not  appear  to  have  ever  existed  tof 
doubt.  - 

The  merchandise,  notwithstanding  the  remit  of 
this  inquiry,  was  not  restored  to  the  eompm. 
By  a  decree  dated  at  Eberadorfjf  the  29tb  o[Mijf 
1809,  780  barrels  of  potash  and  pearlasfa,  oakiog 
part  of  the  cargoes  ol  the  Perseverance  tod  Miry, 
were  put  at  the  disposal  of  the  Minister  of  War, 
and  the  estimated  value  directed  to  be  paid  bf 
him  in  the  eauie  dPamortiumenL  That  portioa 
of  the  cargoes  was  accordingly  taken  from  tbt  a- 
trepot  and  delivered  to  that  department,  harm; 
previously  been  valued  at  near  450,000  francs, 
nptwith&tanding  a  deduction,  made  on  aecoratof 
the  damag'es  arising  from  the  lon£^  detention  ia  the 
public  stores.  Finally,  the  whJe^residae  of  the 
cargoes  w%s  sold  in  June,  1810,  by  riitoe  of  an 
imperial  decision,  of  the  4th  of  May,  of  that  year. 
It  ia  asserted,  that,  by  virtue  of  an  order  sab- 
sequent  ta  the  aales,  which  has  nerer  been  pub- 
lished nor  communicated,  the  proceeds  of  tbose 
sales  were  ultimately  paid  in  whdey  or  in  pirt; 
into  the  public  treasury. 

Your  Excellency  must  agree  trtth  nw,  that, 
from  the  preceding  statenoents  of  faets,iteTidenUf 
follows.  1st,  That,  as  I  had  stated  in  the  begia- 
ntng  or  this  letter,  there  has  been,  in  this  case,  no 
violation  of  any  existing  decree,  diat  the  cargoes 
were  not  liable  to  confiscation  by  virtue  of  ur 
provision  contained  in  any  edict  then  in  force;  n, 
That  the  consu;nee8  uniformly  took  those  decrw 
as  the  tmsis  of  their  conduct,  and  comnntted  no 
act  which  might  impair  the  rights  of  the  ownff 
of  the  property;  3d.  That,  by  allowing  thecw^ 
goes  to  be  deposited  m  the  public  stores,  antil  the 
decision  of  Bonaparte  was  known,  whether  iw 
vessels  were  or  were  not  embraced  by  the  articK 
of  the  decree  which  forbade  the  admission  of  those 
which  had  gone  to  England,  a  formal  engagement 
had  been  contracted  on  the  part  o(  Gofemment, 
to  permit  the  exportation  of^  the  merchandise  in 
conformity  with  the  decree,  in  case  the  decision 
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ns  agaiost  its  beioff  jEidinitted  for  home  coDsamp- 
ioD  ;  4th,  That  although  notfaing  could  b^  farther 
rom  the  views  of  the  Minister  of  Finances,  yet 
:  was  solely  owing  tD  the  dOUbCs  he  entertained 
especting  the  construction  of  the  Berlrn  decree, 
bat  the  •  cargoes  fell  in  the  possession  of  the  co^- 
3m*house ;  that  it  was  the  unforeseen  consequence 
f  his  act,  whicb  was  that  of  the  proper  French 
uihority  in  that  case,  that  the  fibore  tnentiooed 
Dgagement  not  having  been  fulfilled,  the  owners 
ave,  by  a  flagrant  injustice,  been  to  this  day  de- 
rived of  the  merchandise  and  of  its  proceeds. 

The.iact  that  there,  has  been  no  trial  or  cod- 
emnation  of  the  property  is  notorious;  and  I 
rould  at  once  proceed  to  the  liecisions  made  in 
oalogoos  cases,  was  it  not  necessary  to  take,  in 
le  first  place,  notice  of  a  most  eztraordiairry  un- 
>ttnded  inference,  drawn  fron^  a  fact  immaterial 
)  itself,  and  which,  although  not  ofi&eially  com- 
luoicated,  has  been  made  known  to  me  by  the 
arties. 

Amongst  the  several  applications  for  indemnity,* 
lade  at  diflfereQt  times,  and  in  various  shapes,  by 
tie  consignees,  a  memorial  had  been  addre^ed  to 
be  Minister  of  Finsmces,  by  Mr.  Parish,  which, 
t  his  request,  I  transmitted  on  the  11th  of  Febni- 
ry,  1819,  to-  Marquis  Dessolle.  I  Wrote  again  to 
bat  minister  on  the  same  sabject,  on  the  23d  of 
larch  following,  and  had  re<|oesied,  that  a  report 
3 tended  .to  be  made  by  the  direction  of  the  Doa- 
nes  to  the  Minister  of  Finances,  might  be  com- 
municated to  me.  This  was<not  ^one :  but  H.  £. 
taron  Louis  wrote  to  Mr.  Parish  on  thb  22d  of 
fay,  of  the,  saime' year,  that  the  proceeds  of  the 
lies  had  been  withdrawn,  bysaperior  orders,  from 
le  eaisse  d^amortisaemeidy  and  paid  into  the  pub- 
c  treasury ;  and  he  added,  that  they  were  there- 
^  detioitively  acquired  by  the  State.  This  infer- 
oce  appeved.so  preposterous,  that,  when  alluding 
>  it  in  my  letter  of  the  9tll  of  May,  1860,  to  H. 
1.  Baron  Pasquier,  I  said,  that  I  presumed  the 
leaning  of  the  Minister  of  Finances  to  have  aim- 
iy  been^  that  he  considered  the  orders  in  question 
s  preclpding  him,  en  his.  own  authority,  and 
'ithout  the  sanction  of  €k)verBment}  irom  or- 
ering  the  money  to  be  repaid  to  the  American 
wners. 

The  assertion  haviag,  however^  been  made  in 
lat  broad  way,  I  am  compelled  to  refute  it.  Bat 
beg  your  fiKcelleney  to  be  pecsuaded  that  I  do 

only  in  an  hypothetical  wav,  and  in  the  dis- 
barge  of  my  responsibility,  ana  that  I  do  not  sup- 
ose,  or  mean  to  insinuate,  that  it  eyer  has  been, 
r  can  be,  the  intention  of  His  Majesty's  Minis- 
trs,  seriously,  to  resort  to  such  an  untenable  pre- 
snce,  forthe  purpose  of  avoiding  the  payment  of  a 
1st  debt.  I  .consider  the  ol^eetion  as  being  the 
rork  of  a  subordinate  agent,  whose  duty  irmay 
ave  been  to  collect  whatever  might  be  suggested 
gainst  claims  on  the  public  .treasiuy,  and  the 
ommunication  to  Mr.  Parish,  as  only  intended  to 
fford  him  the  means  of  knowing  and  repelling 
very  such  suggestion.  For  that  purpose,  tne  fol- 
»wing  observations  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  deemed 
Dnclusive : 

1.  It  was  agreed,  by  the  22d  article  of  the  con- 
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vention  between  France  and  the  United  States,  of 
the  30th  September.  1800,*  which  was  in  lull 
force  when  the  vessels  in  question  arrived  at  Ant- 
werp, that  the  established  courts  for  prize  causes 
should  alone  take  cognizance  of  them;  -that  when- 
ever such  tribunal,  of  either  of  the  parties,  should 
pronounce  judgment  against  any  vessel,  or  goods, 
or  property,  claimed  by  the  citizens  of  the-  other 
party,  the  sentence,  or  decree,  should  mention  the 
reasons,  or  motives,  on  which  the  same  should 
have  been  founded;  and  that  an  authenticated 
copy  of  the  sentence,  or  decree,  and  of  all  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  ease,  should,  ii  demanded,  be  de- 
iirered  to  the  commander,  or  agent,  of  the  said 
vessel.  By  the  10th  article  of  the  Berlin  decree, 
the  Council  of  Prizes  at  Paris  was,  accordingly, 
charged  td  decide  on  all  cases  arising  under  the 
said  decree,  in  the  following^  words:  <^ Notre 
'  Conseil  des  Prises  d  Paris  est  charge  de  decider 
^  de  toutes  contestations  qui  pourrdnt  s'6lever  au 
'  sujet  des  prises  qui  en  vertu  *du  present  d^cret 
'  pourront  6tre  faites,  tant  dans  notre  empire  que 
'  dans  les  pays  occup§s  par  nos  troupes."  There 
having  never  been  any  triaL  in  the  cases  in  ques- 
tion, l^fore  the  Council  of  Prizes*,  there  can  have 
been  no  condemnation  of  the  property,  in  confor- 
mity either  with  the  solemn  obligations  of  the 
treaty,  or  with  thetproriaion^  of  the  only  decree  in 
force  at  the  time,  and  applicable  to  those  cases.t 
•  2.  Independent  of  any  of  the  considerations  drawn 
from  treaty  obligations,  or  from  the  provisions  pf 
the  decree  itself,  it  is  equally  repugnant  to  the 
principles  jof  the  law  of  nations,  as  generally  re- 
cognised by  the  civilized  world,  an^  to  those  of 
the  municipal  .laws  of  any  civilized  nation,  to 
consider  the  order  in  question  as  implying  the 
condemnation  of  the  property  of  the  parties,  or  as, 
in  the  smallest  degree,  anecting  their  rights. 
There  was  not,  in  this  case,  even^  the  form  of  a 
trial ;'  no  hearing  of  the  parties ;  no  notice  given 
to  them  of  any  alleged  grounds  of  condemnation, 
or  even  of  any  intention  to  bring  them  to  a  trial. 
Nor  wms-theordefalluded  to  communicated  to  them, 
or  made  public^  either  in  the  bulletin  of  laws,  or 
in  any  other  manner.  On  those  topics  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  d#ell->-it  is  sufi&cieat  to  have  stated 
them.  I  will  only  observe,  that,  without  publicity 
ior  laws  or  decrees,*  there  wpuld  be  no  guarantee 


*The  conventioQ  wss  to  be  in  force  for  sight  years, 
from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  radficstions, 
which  took  place  at  Paris  on  the  31st  of  4aly,  1801. 

t  This  pcoviiion  appears  to  have  been  omitted  in 
the  Milan  decrees  of  the  %M  of  November  and  17th 
December,  1807.  Buteventhen,  condemnationt  took 
place  only  by  virtue  of  special  and  positive  imperial 
decisions  to  that  effect,  and  were  not  inferred  from  an 
order  to  pay  in  the  treasury.  Thus,  in  the  case  of 
the  ^hf^  oondemned  nnde?  those  decrees,  the  Min- 
ister of  finances  wrote  on  the  6th  of  November,  1810, 
to  the  Directflt  General  of  the  Douanes,  ^  J'ai  I'hon- 
neur  de  vons  informer  que  par  dicUioijii  du  30  Octobre 
dernier,  8a  Msjest^  a  dtdanni  la  oonfitcatUm  dn 
navire  Am^ricain  la  Sally,  Capitaine  M.  0rown,  ainsi 
que  de  sa  cargaisoB,  pour  cause  de  deux  reldches  en 
Angletone.  > .' 
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foe  the  rights  of  indiriduals ;  that  publicatioo  has, 
therefore,  by  the  laws  of  every  well-ordered  coun- 
try, of  France  as  well  afi  of  every  other,  always 
been  nmde  a  necessary  ingredient  of  any  judg- 
ment or  decree  affecting  such  rights ;  and  that  the 
fact  of  the  order,  in  this  case,  not  harinff  been 
published,  ocat  least  communicated,  is  alone  a 
oonclusive  proof  that  it. was  a  mere  administra- 
tive order,  binding  on  the  public  functionaries  to 
,  whom  it  was  directed,  and  in  no  shape  impairing 
or  affecting  th^  ultimate  rights  of  theparties.  . 

3.  The  oflQciai  reports  and  acts  of  Government, 
since  the  restoration,  are  in  direct  contradiction 
with  the  inference  attempted  to  be  drai^n,  that 
the  payment  (veraenieiU)  into  the  treasury, yor 
the  application  to  public  purposes,  of  funds  before 
deposited  there,  is  tantamount  to  a  definitive  ac- 

?|uisition  to  the  State  of  such  funds,  and  releases  it 
rom  the  obligation  of  repaying  the  same.  This 
will  be  fully  demonstrated  bv  the  folio win'g  quo* 
tations  ffom  the  report  of  the  Minister  pf  Finances 
(Baron  Louis  hiqpself)  of  July,  1814. 

[The  Fredch  is  here,  as  in  every  other  pllMse 
where.it  occurs  in  the  document,  omitted,  when 
supplied  by  a  translation.] 

"  The  caine  cPam9rti89ement  was  instituted  as  a 
depositary  of  the  funds  of  securities ;  the  judi- 
ciary deposites^  and  several  individual  deposites, 
were  intrusted  to  it  on  a  provision  of  restitution. 
All  these  funds  were,  for  a  long  time,  by  the  orders 
of  the  chief  of  the  Government,  employed  for  the 
expenses  of  the  State; .    Th^  funds  deposited 


in  the  caisse  (pcanorlissementy  are  the  securities — ^they 
amount  -* — --  to  the  sum  of ^  (of  which  it; 


has  pnly  actually  received  a  sum  of 


The 


surplus  has  been  paid  over,  and  remains  in  the 
Treasury,  for  88,675,000  irancs,  dbc.  The  judi- 
ciary deposites  placed  in  the  caisse  tPamortisamentj 
amount  to  lly614,000.    The  other  fiinds  in  depo- 

■ite,  are total  7,358,000.  The  reimbursements 

on  these  funds  have  been  continued,  &e, 

'<  The  funds  deposited  in  the  caisse  de  service, 
amount  tot.  43,000,000.  The  reimburse- 
ments of  the  funds  deposited  have  been  faithfully 
continued,  although  they  had  been  expended,  ^c. 

"The  necessity  of  anticipations  introduced 
them  from  the  commencement  ef  each  duty,  and 
they  have  often  been  extended  to  all  the  funds 
which  this  Minister  (of  Finances)  coufd  obtain, 
and  they  have  devoured  the  funds  deposited,  ^c. 
The  arrearage  of  the  Minister  of  Finances  on  the 
1st  April,  is  composed  of  deposites  expended,"  dbc. 

I  must  here  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I  do  not 
mean  to  say,  that  H.  Ej  Baron  Louis  was  incon- 
sistent with  himself  with  respect  to  the  question 
relative  to  the  proceeds  of  the  Antwerp  cargoes. 
The  trafisaction  was  probal^ly  unknown  to  hirp. 
or  not  attended  to  at  the  date  of  the  report  alluded 
to;  or  he  may,. at  that  time,  have  already  been 
told,  that  they  made  no  part  of  those  deposited 
(d^iots  consomvUs)  which  Uovernment  was  bound 
to  reimburse.  All  that  concerns  me  is,  to  refute 
the  inference,  as  made  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Parish, 
that  such  deposites  were  acquired  to  the  State 
merely  because  they  had,  by  superior  orders,  been 
withdrawn  from  a  certain  caissettiM  paid  (ffsrses) 


in  the  Treasury.  And  itfoUows,  irresistibly,  ._ 
the  quotations  I  have  made,  that  it  was  tbegei- 
eral  ha/bit  of  the  head  of  the  Government,  at  (i»t 
time,  to  apply,  to  the  expenses  of  the  State,  witea- 
ever  exigencies  required  it,  every  species  of  depos- 
ited funds,  without  regard  to  their  origin,  or  to  the 
particular  chest  in  which  they  were  deposited; 
that  the  proceeds  of  the  Antwerp  cargoes  woold 
no^  have  been  any  more  respected  had  iher  bm 
nominally  left  in  the  caisse  d^anfortitsemeal^  instead 
of  being  transferred  (versds)  into  the  ireasoiy; 
that  t4ie  funds  originally  deposited,  although  vi^ 
drawn  and'  upended,  (consommds)  eoQUnaed  to 
be  faithfully  reimbursed  by  Government,  and  cf 
pecially  that  the  payment  (verament)  in  tk 
treasury  did  ^not,  as  .is  clearly  proven  ia  the  ii- 
stance  of  the  catftionnemeMSy  operate  as  a  rdew 
from  the  obligation  of  reimbursiBg  the  faads  tke 
diverted  and  expended.  I  will  add,  that,  alilioofi 
those  oavtionmmens  are  not,  ftom  their  muk 
generally  considered  as  a  debt,  the  paymeoiol 
'which  may  be  required,  (deUe espigibU)  yetarnf 
considerable  portion  has  actually  been  reimboneJ 
to  the  funciionaries  or  persons  bebngiog  to  te- 
ritories  formerly  anne^d  to  France,  which  nib 
no  longer  part  of  it. 

4.  The  Council  of  State  has  decided,  iu  ao  ii- 
alogotts  case,  that  the  payment  in  the  ueasory 
was  not  tantamount  to  a  condemnatioo.  Id  Jan- 
uary, 1810,  the  American  vessel  Eagle  iiad  been 
oaptured  within  five  leagues  of  the  alxue,  bf  a 
French  privateer,  and  conducted  to  the  port  of 
Passage.  .  The  captured  and  captors  made  a  eoa- 
promise  on  the  subject;  but  the  vessel  andcufo 
were  seized,  sequestered,  '^Id,  and  the  pfoeeeds 
paid  in  the  treasury,  by  virtue  of  the  decrees 
passed  at  that  time  by  Bonaparte,  under  color  of 
reprisals.  The  case  was  brought  before  tbeCooo- 
cil  of  State,  who,  on  the  20tb, of  April,  18^  rati- 
fied the  ^compromise  above  mentioned,  ootvitb- 
standing  the  opposition  both  of  the  captoied  a&d 
the  general  direction  of  the  Douanei.  Tbefirtf 
reason  assigned  for  this  decision  is  in  tiie /bllow* 
ing  words:  "Consid6mnt  qu'il  n'eziste  daosi'ef* 
pdce  auoun  aete  qui  ait  prononci  Ja  eoB&xitm 
du  navire  1' Aigle  au  profit  du  GQureneiaeDt  Frao- 
9ois."  This  case  and  that  of  the  Antwerp  Tessds 
liiay  difier  in  many  other  respects;  but  the  fiagle 
was  included  in  the  general,  arhilnrT)  n^  ^^' 
justifiable  seizures,  known  by  the  name  of  ihe  St 
Sebastian  sequestration;  and  the  vessels  and  car- 
goes, thus  sequestered,  are,  so  &r  as  relates  to  the 
f»articular  questiop  now  ander  discussion,  precix- 
y  in  the  same  predicament  as  the  Antwerp  cai- 
goes.  They  were  equally  sold,  nearly  at  the  si« 
time,  and  the  proceeds  were  eqaaUy,  hf  *  «>"[* 
^rder,  paid  in  the  treasury  and  applied  to  pubw 
purposes.  Indeed,  from  the  comparison  of  date, 
and  other  information  obtained,  1  may  ^^^^^ 
the  identical  orde/  by  which  the  proceeds  of  ik 
Antwerp  cargoes  were  directed  to  bcpaidwiw 
treasury,  included  all  the  others  which  had  been 
sequestered!  and,  apaongst  them,  the  St.  Sww- 
tian  and  Passage  vessels  and  cargoes,  inciudiflf 
the  Eagle.  The  fact,  at  all  erents,  of  the  pw- 
ceedi  of  sales  in  this  laiit  case,  Hmgi  ^^^  ^^ 
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of  the  Antwerp  cargoes^  been  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury, is  not  only  notorious^  but  was  within  the  full 
knowled^  and  view  or  the  Council  of  State 
when  the  above  decision  was  made.  For,  in  the 
obserrations  laid  before  it  by  the  direction  of  the 
Douanes,  in  opposition  t6  the  claim  of  the  captors, 
it  is  expressly  stated  ''que  c'est  en  vertu  d'ordres 
€man6s  de  S.  M.,  et  ayant  pour  base  le  droit  de 
repr^saiNes,  que  le  s^qUestre  aroit  6t6  mis,  la 
▼ente  effectu6e,  et  le  produit  Ytrsit  au  tr€sor.''  In 
declaring,  therefore,  that  there  existed  no  act 
w^hieh  had  pronounced  the  confiscation  of  the 
vessel  Eagle  to  the  profit  of  the  French. Govern- 
ment, the  Council  of  State  has  explicitly  and 
directly  decided  that  an  order  issued  from  Bona- 
parte, directing  the  sale  of  a  vessel  and  cargo,  and 
that  the  proceeds  should  be  paid  in  the  treasury, 
was  not  an  act  pronouncing  the  confiscation  of 
such  vessel  and  cargo^  or  of  their  proceeds. 

Your  Excellency  will  probably  think  that  it  was 
superfluous  on  my  part  to  have  accumulated  such 
an  overwhelming  mass  of  proofs  for  the  purpose 
of  crushing  a  mere  shadow,  which  may  be  dissi- 
pated without  recurring  to  any  extraneous  consid- 
eration. In  taking  for  granted  the  order  alluded 
to  by  Baron  Louis,  it  must  b^  assumed  such  as  he 
had  stated  it,<hat  is  to  say,  as  simply  directing 
the  withdrawing  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  from  a 
certain  chest,  and  their  being  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury. Indeed,  had  there  been  any  thing  further 
affecting  the  question,  in  that  document,  he  would 
not  have  failed  to  mention  it  in  support  of  the  in- 
ference attempted  to  be  drawn.  Such  a  decree, 
from  its  nature,  must  be  strictly  construed;  it  can- 
not be  extended  beyobd  what,  appears  on  the  face 
of  it,  beyond  its  positive  enactments,  and  be  made 
to  say  what  is  not  contained  in  it.  Had  it  been 
intended,  not  only  to  make  use  of  the  property  for 
inamediate  exigencies,  but  to  pronounce  its  defini- 
tive condernnation,  there  couid  have  been  no  mo- 
tive, since  the  decree  was  not  to  be  published,  for 
not  inserting  in  it  a  positive  clause  to  that  effect, 
as  was  done  in  the  other  cases  where' condemna- 
tion was  the  object.  But,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  intention,  the  omission  of  such  a  clause 
is  of  itself,  and  alone,  conclusive  against  the  gra- 
tuitous and  unjustifiable  assertion,  that  the  order 
is  tantamount  to  a  condemnation.  The  order  in 
question  does  not  confiscate  the  property,  because 
it  contains  no  clause  to  that  effect. 

The  acts  And  the  decisions  of  the  Government, 
directly  supporting  or  recognising  the  justice  of 
the  claim,  will  How  be  stated. 

All  the  vessels  which  arrived,  under  similar 
circumstances  with  those  whose  cargoes  were  se- 
questered at  Antwerp,  subsequent  to  the  decision 
of  the  4th  of  September,  1807,  and  prior  to  the 
Milan  decree  of  the  23d  of  November  ensuing, 
instead  of  being  detained,  were  refused  admittance 
and  sent  off.  One  of  them  at  least,  the  Orozimbo, 
was  within  the  power  of  the  Government,  and 
her  cargo,  which,  as  has  already  been  stated,  was 
actually  landed  on  account  of  repairs  wanted  by 
the  vessel,  niight  certainly  have  beeu  seized.  On 
the  same  principle  on  which  she  was  suffered  to 
depart  witQ  that  cargo,  those  of  the  seven  vessels 


previously  detained,  vhould  have  been  allowed  to 
be  exported.  To  admit  that  she  was  not  liable  to 
seteure,  was  an  acknowledgment  that  there  was 
no  right  to  sequester  afid  sell  those  6f  the  other 
vessels.  But  there  are  other  cases  still  more  in 
point. 

It  was  onlv  in  the  instance  of  the  seven  yesseU 
in  question  that  it  was  agreed  that  the  cargoes 
should  be  deposited  in  the  public  stores  until  the 
final  decision  respecting  the  construction  of  the 
Berlin  decree  was  known.  The  consignees  ofall 
the  other  numerous  vessels  which  arrived  during 
the  same  period,  and  under  the  sam^  circum- 
stances, in  the  other  ports  of  France,  preferred  to 
avail  themselves  ol  the  opinion  given  by  the  Min- 
ister of  Finances,  to  receive  the  cargoes,  and  to 
give  boad  fov  the  estimated  value  thereof.  The 
obligations  (soumissions)  subscribed  by  the  con- 
signees, were  in  the  following  form  : 

"State  of  the  merchandise  brought  into  this 

port  by  the  ship ,  which  we  claim  from  the 

sequestration  of  the  custom -l^ouse,  where  they  are 
deposited  by  order,"  &c. 

[Here  follows  the  epumeration  and  valuation 
of  the  merchandise.] 

"  Which  sum  of we  submit,  with  our  se- 
curity for  the  whole  debt ,  to  represent  to  the 

receiver  of  the  customs  of ,  if  the  decision  of 

His  Imperial  Majesty  ordain  it,  on  account  of  the 
forced  visit  in  England  of  said  ship ,  we  re- 
serving, in  need,  recourse  to  the  legal  tribuqaU 
Done  at ,  the . 

*<  (Signed)    The  trustees  and  their  security." 

The  number  of  cases  in  which  obligations  of 
this  kind  were  given,  is  known  to  the  French 
Government,  though  not  to  me ;  but  it  embraces, 
as  already  stated,  all  the  vessels,  the  seven  which 
came  to  Antwerp  only  excepted,  which,  having 
be6n  compelled  to  touch  in  England,  arrived  in 
French  ports,  from  the  publicalioU  of  the  Berlin 
decree  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1806.  until  the 
decision  of  the  4th  of  September  took  place. 

In  no  instance  whatever  has  the  payment  of 
any  one  of  these  obligations  been  enforced.  In 
«very  other  instance  Irat  that  of  the  Antwerp  car- 
goes, those  of  vessels  precisely  in  the  same  pre- 
dicament, have  been  sold  for  the  use  of  the  own- 
en,  no  steps  taken  to  recover  the  estimated  value 
for  which  the  obligations  were  given,  and,  in 
some  igstaiices,  at  least,  those  obligations  have 
beea  positively  annulled.  Notwithstanding  the 
difi&culty  of  obtaining  information  on  the  last 
point,  the  parties  interested  in  the  Antwerp  claim 
have  been  able  to  furnish  me  with  the  following 
extracts  of  two  decisions : 
"Napoleon,  d&c.  HOih  Septeniberj  1809. 

"  The  underwritten  recoffnizance  to  the  custom- 
house of  Marseilles  by  M,  M.,Autran  Bellier,  to 
answer  for  the  value  of  the  cargo  of  the  American 
ship  Eliza,  which  was  remitted  to  their  disposal, 
is  annulled." 

''  mh  Abtpiier,  1809. 

"  The  same  decrees  in  favor  of  M.  Hottinguor. 
for  the  cargo  of  the  American  ship  Ann,  arrived 
at  Cherbourg." 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motive  of  Got- 
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erament  for  oot  enioremg  the  payment  of  those 
obligations,  the  omission  of  doin^  it  in  any  case 
whi^tever,  is  an  absolute  recognition,  on  its  part, 
that  there  was  n^  ground  for  confiscation ;  and 
the  two  instances  quoted  are  sufficient  to  estab* 
lish  the  fact  of  positive  decisions,  in  cases  per- 
fectly similar  to  that  which  is  the  object  of  the 
present  reclamation. 

The  same  principle  has  been  applied  even  to  a 
portion  of  the  identical  property  sequestered  at 
Antwerp,  the  payment  of  similar  obligations, 
which,  as  already  stated,  had  been  subscrit^ed,  not 
only  for  some  oi  the  vessels,  but  also  for  a  small 
naat  of  the 'Cargo  of  one  of  them,  having  never 
been  enforced. 

Finally,  indemnity  has  actually  been  paid,  since 
the  restoration,  for  a  oonsiderable  portion  of  one 
of  the  cargoes. 

The  house  of  Mr.  Parish  had,  a  short  time  after 
the  arrival  of  the  vessels,  sold  to  Messrs.  Fillietaz 
dt  Co.,  of  Antwerp,  256  bales  of  cotton,  part  of 
the  cargo  of  the  ship  Hi^m.  It  being  then  con- 
fidently expected  that  the  merchandise  would  be 
delivered  to  the  parties,  the  sale  was  absolute,  and 
at  the  risk  of  Mr.  Fillietaz.  He  paid  the  purchase 
money,  received  a  proper  bill  of  sale,  and  became 
thus  vested  with  ail  the  rights  of  the  original 
shipper,  but  without  recourse  against  him  or  the 
consignees.  He  was  disappointed  in  his  expecta- 
tion of  receiving  the  merchandise  thus  purchased. 
His  cotton  shared  the  fate  of  the  rest,  and  was 
sold  in  the  same  manner,  and  at  the  same  time, 
for  a  sum  exceeding  400,000  francs.  The  pro- 
ceeds, undistinguished  from  those  of  the  other 
cargoes,  were,  in  the  sfime  manner,  and  under  the 
same  order^  paid  in  the  Treasury.  He  applied  for 
indemnity,  as  a  subject  or  resident  of  Belgium,  to 
the  mixed  commission,  appointed  under  the  trea- 
ties and/  conventions  of  Paris.  His  claim  was 
allowed,  and  placed  in  the  first  class,  that  of  cau- 
tionnemens  and  deposites  ;*  and  he  has  received, 
in  payment,  an  inscription  of  five  per  cent,  con- 
solidated French  stock,  amounting,  in  principal, 
to  495,760  francs,  bearing  interest  Uom  the  22d  of 
March,  1819,  together  with  10,726  francs  in  spe- 
cie, for  arrears  of  interest,  after  deducting  the 
commission  expenses  or  charges. 

It  has  DOW  been  fully  demonstrated,  not  only 
that  the  claim  is  founded  in  strict  justice ;  not 
only  that  the  property  was  never  conqseated,  and 
that  there  never  was  any  decision  to  that  effect, 
either  in  that  or  similar  cases ;  not  only  that,  oa^ 
the  contrary,  there  have  been  positive  decisions 
recognising  the  validity  of  the  claim;  but,  also, 
that  other  foreigners,  who  had  become  owners  of 


*  Mr.  Mertent,  of  Bmzefles^  formerly  a  partner  in 
the  hoQse  of  Mr.  Ridgway,  presented  a  claim  to  the 
same  commission,  for  the  whole  amount  which  had 
been  consigned  to  that  house.  His  application  was 
rejected  on  correct  grounds  ;  because,  although  him- 
self a  subject  of  Belgium,  his  house  was  American, 
and  because  they  were  only  consignees,  and  not  own- 
ers of  the  cargoes,  the  right  to  which,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  sale  to  Mr.  Fillietaz,  has  remained  the 
property  of  AmeiM^in  citixens. 


part  of  it,  have  been  indemnified  by  virtue  of  the 
treaties  concluded  between  His  Majesty's  (vot- 
ernment  and  foreign  Powers.  Permit  me  to  add, 
that  France  has  received,  and  continaes  to  enjoy 
the  benefit  of,  the  money  arising  from  the  saks  of 
the  cargoes. 

That  money  was  paid  in  the  Treasury,  and 
applied  towards  defraying  the  public  expenses  of 
the  State.  Had  it  been  restored  to  the  legitimate 
owners;  and  not  thus  applied,  those  expenses 
would'  have  been  exactly  the  same.  The  only 
difference  would  have  been  that  the  large  anien 
left  unpaid  by  Bonaparte,  would  ^ave  been  still 
further  increased  precisely  by  the  sum  thus  de- 
tained from  the  American  citizens.  With  what 
good  faith  the  whole  of  that  arrkrt.  without  even 
excepting  the  expenses  of  the  Hundred  Days,  hai 
been  liquidated  and  paid  bv  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, is  well  tnown.  In  fact,  anless  Fraaee 
sets  up  two  measure^  one  for  her  ow&  sobjeeft 
and  ail  other  foreigners,  and  another  for  the  cib- 
z^ns  of  the  United  States^  it  is  impossible,  that  she 
can  refuse  discharging  this  just  debt. 

I  beg  leave  to  apply,  not  only  for  that  payment, 
but,  also,  for  a  speedy  decision.     The  United 
States  had,  from  the  most  friendly  motives^  yielded 
to  the  reluctance  to  take  up  the  subject  ot  Ameri- 
can claims,  which  was  evinced  in  the  year  1817, 
The  objection  arising  from  the  state  of  the  fiaeaees, 
and  from  the  enormous  amount  of  the  demands 
pressing,  at  that  time,  on  the  resources  of  France, 
has  now  happily  ceased  to  exist.     Time  amply 
sufficient  has,  in  the  mean  while,  been  taken,  for 
every  possible  investigatioyn  of  this  daim.    The 
parties  have  already  experienced   most  grierons 
losses/  from  the  long  detention  of  so  laige  an 
amount  of  property.    They  should  sot  be  tortered 
by  further  vexatious  delays.    Justice,  when  too 
tardy,  often  fails  in  its  objecc    When  it  is  known, 
as  in  this  case,  that  such  is  the  nature  of  the  claim 
that  it  will  ultimately  be  paid,  intrigaing  specnla- 
tors  are  never  wanting,  who  try^  to  take  advantage 
of  the  distance  and  the  necessities  of  the  claimants, 
to  purchase  their  riehts  at  a  depreciated  rate. 
Such  littempts,  which,  even  when  not  aocoaiiy 
tainted,  never  can  avoid  the  suspicion  of  coits^ 
tion,  it  has  been  my  duty  to  repel,  and  heretofore 
with  success.    I  have  told  the'  parties  toUsiea  to 
no  proposals,  to  reject  every  indirect  iaterfereAce, 
that  their  claim  was  indisputable,  and  moat  neces- 
sarily be  allowed.    We  employ,  to  attain  that  ob- 
ject, no  other  but  direct  means ;  no  weapons  bet 
those  of  argument.    I  trust  they  will  not  have 
been  used  in  vain,  when  tho  appeal  %•  made  to 
your  known  loyalty,  to  His  Majesty^s  high  sense 
of  justice,  to  those  principles  of  good  faith,  in  dis- 
charging the  obligations  of  the  State,  which, 
in    every  instance  but  tba^   of  the   Americaa 
claims,  had  uniformly  distinguished  his  Gk>Yenh 
ment. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  reiter- 
ated assurances  of  the  d^lingoished  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc., 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Viscount  DB  MoNTMOBENCr, 

MiM8kr  of  Foreign  Ajf^ife,  fc 
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No.  203. 

£ztra€t  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  GaUatiUj  'Envoi/  Extra- 
ordinary and  minister  Plenipokntiarp  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  France^  to  JMr*  Adorns^  Secretary  of 
State^  dated 

Paris,  January  2S;  1822. 

"  I  bad  yesterday  a  conference  with  the  Minis- 


ri?      •       An- •  L      V1--        r   L     *         King  aa  soon  as  possible.    Speaking  of  opr  claims 

ter  of  Foreign  Affajirs,  on  the  sabject  of  ibe  Ant- ,  generally,  he  Wuded  to  the  hardship  that  the 
werpcliiros..  In  the  course  of  it,  1  referred  him    "ting's  Government  should  be  made  responsible 


to  my  letters  to  one  of  his  predecessors,  of  the  9th 
November,  1816,  and  of  the  22d  of  April,  1817 ; 
to  the  first,  in  order  that  he  might  have  a  general 
Tiew  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  our  claims;  to 
the  other,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  both  the 
-cause  9f  the  delay  which  had  taken  place  on  that 
subject,  and  that  we  had  always  considered  the  re- 
45lamations  for  property  sequestered  and  not  con- 
demned, to  be  of  such  nature  that  the  claims  ought 
to  be  liquidated  and  paid  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  business,  and  did  not  require  any  diplomatic 
transaction.  I  then  stated,  that  although  our 
commercial  difficulties  might  have  justly  claimed 
the  more  immediate  attention  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments, yret  there  was  this  difierence  between  the 
two  subjects,  that  the  last  was  only  one  of  mutual 
•convenience,  ejich  party  being,  after  all,  at  liberty, 
though  at  the  risk  of  encountering,  countervailing 
measures,  to  regulate  his  own  commerce  as  he 
pleased  ;  whilst  the  question  of  indemnity,  for  in- 
juries  sustained,  was*  one  of  right.  In  this  case 
-we  demanded  justice,  and  I  was  sorry  to  be  obliged 
to  say,  that,  notwithstanding  my  repeated  appli* 
cations,  during  a  period  of  near  six  years,  I  had 
not  been  able  to  obtain  redress  in  one  single  in- 
stance .for  my  fellow-citizens;  ad.  observation, 
Vfhieh  applied  not  only  to  cases  which  had  arisen 
under  the  former  Gorernment  of  France,  but  also 
to  wrongs  sustained  ander  that  of  His  Majesty. 
Such  result  could  not  escape  the  notice  of  my 
Oovernment,  and  had  accordingly,  been  com- 
plained of,  in  the  most  pointed  manner,  in  the  in- 
structions I  had  from  time  to  time  received.  There 
^ivas,  indeed,  an  aggravating  and  most  extraordi- 
nary circumstance,  with  respect  to  the  applications 
relative  to  injuries  sustained  under  Bonaparte's 
4jrovernment.  I^ot  only  had  I  failed  ip  obtaining 
redress,  but  I  had  not  even  been  honored  with  an 
answer.  It  eould  not  be  concealed,  that  such  a 
•course  of  proceeding,  on  the  part  of  France,  had  a 
tendency  to  impair  the  friendly  relations  between 
the  two  coon  tries,  and  mi^ht  have  an  unfavorable 
effect,  even  in  the  discuesionr  of  -other  subjects.  I 
therefore  earnestly  requested  that  he  would  im- 
mediately attend  to  the  reclamation  now  before 
iiim,  and  lio  longer  delay  the  decision  which  we 
had  a  right  to  expect." 

"  Viscount  Montmorency  at  once  answered,  that 
he  had  read  the  papers  relative  to  the  Antwerp 
sequestHitions,  and  that  he  was  struck  with  the 
Justice  of  the  claim.  He  regretted,  he  added,  tbat 
the  settlement  of  this,  reclamation  should  have 
fallen  on  the  present  Ministry ;  tbat  a  decision 
had  not  taken  place  in  the  year  1819;  that  such 
an  objection  as  that  complained  of,  had,  at  that 
time,  been  raised  by  the  Ministry  of  Finances. 


This  candid  declaration  was  made,  he  said;  in 
fell  confidence  that  I  would  understand  it  as  aa 
opinion  formed  on  a  first  impression,  and  as  being 
only  his  individual  opinion ;  he  had  not  yet  eon- 
ferred  on  the  subject  withahe  Minister  of  Finances 
or  his  other  colleagues,  which  he  promised  to  do 
without  delay,  and  to  lay  the.  subject  before  the 


ing's  Government  should  De  made  responsible 
for  all  the  misdeeds  of  Bonaparte ;  an  ob^rvation, 
to  which  I  did  not  think  necessary  to  answer,  as 
he  spoke  only  of  the  hardship  of  the  case,  and  did 
not  assert  that  the  obligation  did  not  exist." 

No.  208, 
Extract  of  a  letter  firom  Mr.  Gallatin  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Paris,  AprU  23,  1822. 

''  In  several  conversations  I  had  with  Viscount 
de  Montmorency,  on  the  subject  of  the  Antwerp 
cases,  he  always  evinced  a  sense  of  the  justice 
of  the  claimi  and  a  disposition  that  indemnitv 
should  be  made,  but  I  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  obtain  an  official  answer;  and  fiqding  th|it 
objections,  which  were  not  distinctly  slated, 
were  still  made  by  the  Department  of  Finances, 
I  asked  Mr.  Montmorency's  permission  to  Con- 
fer on  the  subject  with  Mr.  de  Villele,  in  order 
that  I  might  clearly  understand  what  prospect 
there  was  of  obtaining  justice.  This  was  readily 
assented  to,  and  I  had  accordingly  an  interview 
yesterday  with  that  Minister. 

"  I  found  that  Mr.  de  Villele  had  only  a  general 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  had  not  read  my 
note  of  the  10th  January  last,  to  which  I  deferred 
him,  and  which  he  promised  to  peruse  with  atten- 
tion. It  appeared,  however,  to  me)  that,  although 
he  was  cautious  not  to  commit  himself,  he  was 
already  satisfied,  from  the  inspection  of  the  papers 
in  his  DepartoKnt,  and  without  having  seen  my 
argument,  that  the  claim  was  just,  and  that  the 
ground  assumed  by  Baron  Louis,  in  his  letter  to 
Mr.  Parish,  was  untenable. 

'^  His  objections  to  a  payment  of  the  claim  at 
this  time,  supposing  that  on  a  thorough  investiga- 
tion it  proved  to  be  just,  werethe  following:. 

"  1st.  There  were  no  fun^s  at  his  disposal,  from 
which  the  payment  could  be  made;  and  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  that  an  application  should 
be  made  to  the  Chambers  for  that  purpose:  a  de- 
mand which  would  be  very  ill  received,  as  it  had 
been  generally  supposed  that  France  was  relieved 
from  every  foreign  claim  of  that  description. 

"  2d.  Such  was  the  amount  of  wrongs  commit- 
ted by  Bonaparte,  and  the  acknowledged  .impossi- 
bility  that  France  could  repair  them  aU,  that  the 
European  Powers,  although  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  and  occupying  a  part  of  the  country,  had 
consented  to  receive,  as  a  payment  in  full,  astipu- 
laled  sum,  which  fell  very  short  of  the  amount 
of  their  claims.  The  payments  thCts  made  by 
France,  had  therefore  been  in  every  instance 
the  i'esult  of  an  agreement,  (d'one  transaction,) 
founded  on  equitable  principles,  and  on  an  aban- 
donment, on  the  part  of  the  foreign  Powers,  of 
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a  considerable  part  of  thtir  ckims.  It  appeared 
to  him  imposoiole  that  aa  applicatioa  for  funds 
oouid  be  made  to  the  Chambers,  for  the  purpose 
of  satisfying  American  claims,  unless  it  was  also 
the  result  oi  a  trafuactiim  of  a  similar  nature. 

*'  3d.  Even  in  that  case,  the  enn^ment  to  pay 
any  sum  at  this  time,  for  that  object,  would  for 
the  reasons  already  stated,  and  for  many  others 
arising  from  the  change  ^of  Gbvirnment,  appear 
extremely  hard.  The  only  way  to  render  it  pala- 
table was,  that  it  should  he  accompanied  by  the 
grateful  information,  that  our  commercial  <fifficul- 
ties  were  arranged  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  He 
r^ett/sd,  therefore,  extremely,  that  the  discussion 
oi  the  two  subjects  had  b^en  separated,  one  being 
treated  in  the  United  States',  and  the  other  here ; 
and  he  asked,  whether  it  was  probaolethat  the  re* 
suit  of  the  negotiation  at  Washington  would  be 
known  at  Paris  before  the  next  session  of  the 
Chambers,  which  is  to  take  place  in  June  next. 

'^I  must  say^  that  these  observations  did  not 
appear  to  be  made  with  an  intention  of  throwing 
new  obstacles  in  the  way  of  an  adjustment  of  our 
claims,  but  for  the  purpose  of  statmg  the  difficul- 
ties which  the  Government  would  have  to  encoun- 
ter, in  any  attempt  to  effect  that  object.  It  was 
nbt  the  less  necessary  to  reply  to  the  suggestions 
thus  made :  and  I  observed,  with  respect  to  the 
ddays  which  had  taken  pla(;^,  that  they  were  to 
be  ascribed  solely  to  the  French  Grovernmeat.  It 
was  in  consequence  of  the  determination  of  the 
Duke  of  Richelieu,  and  I  refer/ed  to  my  letter  to 
him  of  the  22d  of  April,  1817 ;  it  was  against  my 
opinion,  and  notwitnstandinp^  my  strong  remon- 
strances, that  the  subject  had  been  postponed,  and 
that  provision  wias  not  made  for  our  claims  at  the 
same  time  as  for  those  of  subjects  of  the  European 
Powers.  But  I  had  taken  care  to  remind  the  Uuke 
of  Richelieu,  when  the  communication  for  the  last 
object  was  made  to  the  Legislative  Body,  thai  the 
American  claims  were  not  included  in  the  settle- 
ment ;  and  he  had  accordingly  expressly  stated  in 
that'  communication,  that  the  sum  to  be  voted 
would  discharj^e  France  from  all  demands  on  the 
l)art  of  the  subjects  of  the  European  Powers.  This 
was  so  well  understood,  that  ttie  subsequent  grant 
of  seven  millions  had  been  voted  for  tjie  purpose 
of  discharging  the  Algerine  claims.  Ours  aloiie 
remained  unsettled ;  and  the  Chambers  must  have 
expected,  and  could  not  therefore  be  astonished, 
that  an  application  for  that  object  should  also  be 
made  to  them. 

'^  As  to  the  'pnoprietr  of  a  convention,  for  the 
general  adjustment  ot  the  claims  of  American 
citizens,  I  informed  Mr.  de  Villele,  that  this  was 

Fredisely  what  the  United  States  had  asked ,'  arnd 
referred  him  to.  my  note  of  the  9th  November, 
1816,  which  to  this  day  remained  unanswered. 
The  extraordinary  silence  of  the  French  Grovern- 
ment,  was  at. least  a  proof  of  its  reluctance  to 
adopt  that  mode  of  settlement,  and  there  was  an 
intrinsic  difficulty  in  what  he  called  a  transac- 
tion. The  United  States  could  have  no  objection 
to  a  partial  admission  and  reimbursement  of  the 
claims  of  their  citizens ;  but  they  would  not,  in 
order  to  obtain  that  object,  sacrifice  other  recla- 


nations  eoually  just,  and  give  that  general  re- 
lease which  France  was  desirous  to  obtain,  la 
consideration  of«that  partial  payment.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  was  a  natural,  and  per- 
haps the  most  practicable^  course  to  press  a  set- 
tlement of  those  claims,  which  it  might  be  pre- 
sumed she  intended  ultimately  to  pay.  To  repd 
thb,  on  a  plea  that  a  convention,  embracing  the 
whole,  was  a  preferable  mode^  was  an  untenable 
position,  so  long -as  our  overture,  having  the  last 
object  in  view^  remained  unanswered. 

'*  After  having  expressed  iny  sincere  wishes^ 
that  an  arrangement  of  our  commeretni  diffien^ 
ties  might  soon  be  effected,  and  having  shown, 
from  a  recapitulation  of  what  had  taken  place  at 
the  time,  thai  the  transfer  of  the  negotiations,  for 
that  object,  to  Washington,  was  owing -to  the 
French  Government,  I  stat^  that  there  was  ao 
connexion,  whatever,  between  that  and  the  sab- 
ject  of  our  claims,  and  that  even  when  disensssed 
at  the  same  place,  they  had  always  been  treated 
distinctly.    Our  reclamations  were  of  mnch  older 
date,  and  not  to  s}ieak  of  the  former  Gtoremment 
of  tnis  country,  thejp  had,  since  the  restoration, 
been  pending  near  four  years,  before  any  discas- 
sion  of  our  commercial  relations  had  commenced. 
I  was  ready  to  acknowledge  that  it  wo^d  be,  at 
any  time,  an 'unpleasant  duty  for  His  Mijety^ 
Ministers  to  be  obliged  to  ask  funds  for  tht  pur- 
pose of  repairing  the  injuries  sustained,  danag  a 
former  period,  by  the  citizens  of  a  foreign  oatioD; 
and  I  was  sensible  that  the  task  would  be  moie 
easy  after  the  settlement  than  during  the  existence 
of  other  difficulties.    But  justice,  and  oar  perse- 
verance, on  which  he  might-  rely,  required  tfaat 
thb  duty,  however  unpleasant,  shoo  Id.  at  sone 
time,  be  performed ;  and  I  was  the  less  disposed 
to  acqifiesce  in  hew  and  vexations  delays,  oa  the 
ground  alluded  to,  because  the  result  of  the  a^n- 
tiations  was  yerv  uncertain.    The  delay,  in  that 
respect,  was  solely  due  to  the  French  Grovemment; 
they  had  thrown  great  obstacles  in  the  waj  of  aa 
arrangement,  by  Mending  other  subjeels  with  chat 
immediately  to  be  attended  to;  afterwards^  chey 
became  sensible,  in  the  latter  end  of  September 
last,  that  it  was  necessary  to  send  new  instroccion» 
to  Mr.  de  Neuville.    I  had,  in  the  month  of  Ocio- 
ber^  made  every  representation,  ^nd  given  all  the 
explanations  which  could  be  necessarf ;  yet,  the 
instructions  to  Mr.  de  Neuville  were  not,  as  1  un- 
derstood, sent  till  late  in  January,  and  had  not 
jret,  I  believed,  been  received  on  the' 12th  of  MarcL 
The  success  of  the  nejrotiation  depended  on  the 
nature  of  those  instructions,  with  which  I  iras  not 
4icquainted.    If  thtey  produced  no  farorable  resali, 
the  consequence  would  only  be,  that  the  commerce 
between  the  two  countries  would  be*  lessened,  and 
flow  through  indirect  channels — probably  to  our 
mutual  loss,  and  to  the  profit  of  the  British  man- 
.ufacturers  and  navigation.    But,   howev^er  this 
might  be  lamented,  it  was  only  a  question  of  pol- 
icy-^-each  of  the  two  nations  had  a  right  to  regu- 
late her  commerce,  as  in  her  opinion  best  soimi 
her  interest.    But,  with  respect  to  our  claims,  it 
was  a  question  of  right,  the  consideration  of  which 
ought  not,  and  could  not,  be  abandoned  or  post- 
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poned^  even  if  the  commercial  relations  sboald 
continue  to  be  less  eztensiTe  and  less  advantage- 
ous than  they  had  formerly  been,  or  might  again 
become,  in  case  a  satisfactory  arrangement,  re- 
specting the  discriminating  duties,  was  made; 
whether  the  result  of  the  ne^tiation  would  be 
known  here  in  June,  it  was,  ol  course,  impossible 
for  me  to  say. 

**  Mr.  de  Villele.  having  taken  memoranda,  and 
proodised  to  read  the  notes  to  which  I  had  alluded, 
asked  me,  whether  there  was  any  difference  be- 
tween Mr.  Parbh's  claim  (meaning  the  three  ves- 
sels consigned  to  his  house)  and  that  for  the  four 
other  Antwerp  ships  1  to  which  I  answered,  most 
decidedly,  ia  the  negative. .  He  theiK  having  the 
decree  of  the  22d  of  July,>  1818,  before  him,  in- 
quired in  what  consisted  the  difference  between 
the  Antwerp  claims  and  those  for  other  property 
sequestered  and  embraced  by  the  same  decree,  riz*, 
the  St.  Sebastian  seizures  and  the  vessels  given 
up  by  Holland.  I  answered — none,  whatever,  in' 
substance,  and  that  the  reason  why  a  specific  ap- 
plication was  maa^for  the  Antwerp  claims,  alone, 
in  my  letter. of  the  10th  January  mst,  was  that, 
having  already  demanded  indemnitv  for.  all  the 
claims,  particularly  in  my  note  of  9tn  November, 
1816,  the  claimants,  who  relied  on  the  ezertiom 
of  their  Grovemment  to  obtain  redress,  had  gener- 
ally thought  it  unnecessary  to  make  separate  ap- 
plications; Mr.  Parish,  however,  being  on  the 
spot,  had  urged  a  special  decision  in  his  case,  and 
my  Government  having,  for  the  reasons  already 
stated,  acquiesced  in  that  conrse,  the  Antwerp 
claims  were,  in  that  manner,  first  presented  to  the 
consideration  of  that  of  France.  But,  I  had  ex- 
pressly stated  in  my  note,  that  this  was  not^  in 
any  way,  to  be  construed  as  an  abandonment  of* 
other  claims,  equally  just,  although  their  features 
might  not,  in  every  re^)eot,  be  precisely  the  same. 
Between  the  Antvrerp  and  the  other  claims  for 
property  sequestered  and  not  condemned,  I  knew 
none  but  merely  nominal  -differences.  The  St. 
Sebastian  vessels  and  cargoes  had  been  seized  and 
sold  under  an  untenable  and  frivolous  pretence, 
thai  of  retaliation,  to  which  a  retrospective  effect 
had  been  given.  The  Antwerp  cargoes  had  beeji 
seized  and  sold,  without  any  pretence  whatever 
being  assigned  for  it.  In  neither  case  had  a  con- 
demnation taken  place.  In  both  cases  we  had 
always  claimed  restitution,  or  trial,  before  the 
ordinary  competent  tribunal.  The  right  to  ask 
for  such  trial  was,  in  both  cases,  derived  from  the 
law  of  nations,  and  it  was,  for  the  Antwerp 
cargoes,  also  founded  on  positive  treaty  stipu- 
lations." 


I  asked  him  an  interview,  which  is  to  take  place 
on  Saturday  next.  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

AL3KRT  GALLATIN. 


Mr.  GaUatin  to  tJie  Secntary  of  Sate-^Nb.  212. 

Paris,  J^ay  13, 1822. 

Sut:  I  hav$  ^e  honor  to  enclose  the  copv  of  a 
letter  I  wrote,  on.the  3d  idstant,  to  Viscount  Mont- 
morency, on  the  subject  of  the  Antwerp  claims. 
He  has  promised  an  answer;  but,  as  he  spoke, 
thoueh  in  vague  terms,  of  objections,  which  it 
would  be  better  to  prevent,  rather  than  to  answer, 


3fr.  GaUaUn  to  the  Viscount  Montmorency, 

Paris,  May  3, 1822. 

Sib  :  I  had  the  honor,  on  the  10th  of  J^inuary 
last,  to  address  to  your  Excellency  a  note,  relative 
to  the  American  cargoes  sequestered  at  Antwerp. 
But,  although  the  conversations  I  bad  since  the 
honor  to  have  with  your  Excellency  on  that  sub- 
ject, had  led  me  to  hofje  that  there  was  a  disposi- 
tion to  render  a  tardy  jpstice  to  the  claimants,  the 
note  still  remains  unanswered. 

It  is  mv  duty  to  remind,  also,  your  Excellency, 
that  all  the  former  notes  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  address  to  His  Majesty's  Ministers,  either  with 
respect  to  that  reclaniatipn,  or,  generally,  on  the 
subject  of  the  American  claims,  and  particularly 
the  note  of  the  9th  of  November,  1816,  have  shared 
the  same  fate.  That,  on  a  subject  sp  important^ 
no-  official  'answer  should,  for  such  length  of  time, 
have  been  ffiven  to  the  earnest  and  repeated  ap- 
plications of  a  friendlyr  Power ;  that,  where  favors 
are  not  asked,  but  justice  is  demanded,  there 
should  have  been  such  a  tacit  perseverance  in 
avoiding  even  to  discuss  the  question,  must  be 
allowed  a  most  uncommon  proceeding  in  the  in- 
tercourse between  independent  nations., 

To  these  considerations  I  beg  leave  to  add,  that 
two  American  citizens,  with  powers  from  the 
owners  of  the  greater  part  of  the  Antwerp  cargoes, 
have  been  here  for  a  length  of  time,  one  of  (hem 
for  a  year,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  pursuing  .and 
liquidating  that  claim ;  and  that  they  both  unite 
in  requestmg  that  they  may  be  no  longer  detained, 
and'  that,  at  all  events,  a  decision  may  be  made 
in  th#t  case. 

Permit  me,  therefore,  most  earnestly  to  request 
from  your  Ezcellenev,'  that  no  further  delays  mav 
take  place,  and  to  ask  that  official  answer,  which 
I  have  never  doubted,  would,  when  made,  prove 
satisfactory  to  the  just  expectation  of  the  parties 
interested.  ... 

1  request  your  Excellency  to.  accept  the  renewed 
assurance  of  the  distinguished^  consideration  with 
which,  d^. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


■*■  ^ 


Extract  of  a  Utter  J^rom  Mr.  Gallatin  to  the  Secretary 
of  StaUj  No.  216,  dated 

Paris,  June  13,  1822. 

"The  conterence  I  had,  on  the  18th  ultimo, 
with  Viscount  de  Montmorency,  on  the  subject  of 
the  American  claims,  turned  principally  on  the 
difloKHilties  which  this  Government  would  find  in 
effecting  an  arrangement  with  us.  The  result  of 
a  free  conversation  on  what  was  practicable,  seem- 
ed to  be,  that  a  definitive  agreement  was  prefer- 
able to  a  partial  payment,  and  that  the  choice 
must,  in  that  respect^  be  between  the  two  follow- 
ing modes :  either  the  payment  of  i^  stipulated 
sum,  in  full  discharge  of  th^  demands  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States  for  spoliations,  and  to  be  distributed  by 
tbeir  GoverameDt ;  or,  the  reference  of  (he  whole 
case,  to  a  joint  commission,  which,-  in  case  of 
disagreement,  would  refer  the  disputed  points  to 
a  Sovereig;n  chosen  by  the  two  Governments." 

"  Although  Mr.  de  Montmorency  appeared  to 
continue  to  be  personally  well  disposed,  he  did 
not  conceal  that  there  were  objections  in  the 
•Council  of  Mini^ters^  and  he  stated,  a  few  days 
after,  that  they  were  inclined  to  postpQne  the 
subject,  until  the  result  of  the  negotiation  at 
Washington  w^s  ascertained.  I  concluded,  ne- 
vertheless, to  insist  for  an  answer  to  my  last  note, 
being  satisfied  that  it  would  not  amount  to  a  re- 
jection, which  would  have  committed  hereafter 
this  Gh)vernment,  and  that  there  would  be  some 
advantage  in  obtaining,  at  least,  something  more 
Chan  verbal  from  them.  The  answer  of  the  1st 
instant,  was  accordingly  received,  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  enclbsed.  We  had  so  many  accounts 
of  a  near  prospect  of  an  arrangement  being  on 
Che  eve  of  being  concluded,  between  you  and  Mr. 
de  Neuville,  that  I  waited  a  few  days  before  I 
made  a  reply;  but,  having  now  heard  of  th^  ad- 
journment of  Congress,  without  any  convention 
having  been  made,  I  this  day  have  made  the 
answer,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a 
copy " 


King's  Council,  the  examination  of  the  claioi 
which  form  the  object  of  your  letter  of  the  3i 
May.    I  have  the  honor,  dbe. 

MONTMORENCY. 


)) 


[TRAWSLATIQJf.J 

Viscount  Montmarency  to  Mr,  GaUeUin. 

Paris,  June  1,  1822. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did 
me  the  honor  to  write  me  on  the  3d  of  May,  rela- 
tive to  the  American  cargoes  sequestered  in  the 
Sort  of  An  vers,  and  to  the  other  claims  which  you 
ave  already  heretofore  laid  before  the  Ministers 
of  the  King. 

I  could  have  wished,  sir,  to  hare  been  able  to 
answer  you  sooner,  and,  especially,  to  have  been 
able  to  welcome  your  demands ;  but  I  was  under 

Che  necessity  of  first  submitting  them  to  the  King,  fquent  date,  and'^yhich  are  wholly  ooooBoected 
who  is  engaged  in  Council;  His  Majesty  having    ^' "^  '*^     — l^— ^i •-_      m.^ ;j«-.;-- 


nothing  more  at  heart,  than  to  see  adjusted,  in 
a  proper  and  satisfactory  manner,  the  afiairs  of 
mutual  interest  for.  both  countries,  and  thuis  to 
multiply  between  them  useful  and  amicable  re- 
lations. 

The  object  of  your  claims  isj  without  doub^,  in- 
teresting to  a  great  number  of  individuals ;  and 
we  have,  also,  individual  claims  to  make,  which 
ace  lil(ewise  of  great  interest  to  the  subjects  of 
the  King,  whom  they  concern.  I  would  b^  first 
to  wish  that  the  Government  could « be  engaged 
with  them ;  but  you  are  not  ignorant,  sir,  that 
there  is,  at  this  moment,  at  Washington^  a  nego- 
tiation which  embraces  general  interests  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  navigation  of  France 
and  olf  America.    ' 

The  King's  Council  has  judged,  that  it  was 
better  to  putofif  the  examination  of. the  individual 
claims,  .until  the  negotiation  upon  the  general 
interests  wa^  concluded ;  and,  as  soon  as  that  shall 
take  place,  I  shall  hasten,  sir,  to  moTe,  in  the 


Mr,  GaUatin  to  the  Viscount  MojUmorency. 

Paris, /ttM  23, 1822. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Exctlleih 
cy's  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  in  answer  to  mioeof 
the  3d  of  May,  relative  to  th^  American  reeUon- 
tions. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  anfaTonliie 
suggestions  heretofore  made  on  that  subject  areao 
longer  alluded  to,  and  that  the  only  reason  assiga- 
ed  ior  its  postponement  is  foreign  to  the  toeriuof 
the  claim.  I  had  expected  no  less  froni  the  jib- 
tice  of  His  Majesty's  Government.  Bat  this  nev 
delay  is  as  vexatious  as  unexpected ;  and  ibe 
grounds  on  whieh  it  is  placed  appear  altogether 
untenable. 

It  will  appear  by  ipy  letter  of  the  22d  of  April, 
1817,  to  his  Excellency  the  Duke  of  Ricbdie«, 
that  the  magnitude  of  the  claims  made  apon  Fraoce 
by  subjects  of  European  Powers  was  the  reasot 
alleged  at  that  time  for  postponing  to  a  more  fi- 
vorabie  moment  the  discussion  oftfaeAmericu 
claims  in  question.  The  Govemmentof  the  Uni- 
ted States,  from  the  most  friendly  motives,  thog^A 
with  great  reluctance,'  acquiesced  so  far  ia  ibat 
delay  as  to  have  abstained  from  pressiai  agaia 
the  subject  until  the  Eluropean  claims  had  beea 
arranged  i  n  a  sa  tisfactor y  ma  nn  er.  I  made  at  that 
time,  as  will  appear  by  my  letter  to  the  doked 
Richelieu  of  the  3d  April,  1818,  an  uoavaili&ge&it 
to  obtain  a  simultaneous  and  definitive  vmge- 
ment  of  the  American  claims,  as  most  coaaiteat 
both  with  comnran  justice  and  sonnd  poliqr-  And 
now^  when  the  original  cause  of  the  postpoae 
ment  has  ceased  to  exist ;  when  the  prosperoos 
situation  of  the  finances   of  France  Jearei  do 

? [round  for  the  primitive  objection ;  a  new  caose 
or.  delay  is  sought  in  circamstances  of  a  sobae- 


with' the  subject  in  question.  The  cossfdenuoo 
of  American  claims  was  adjourned  oo  a  pesnmed 
plea  of  temporary  .inability  or  incoDTeaieice,  early 
in  1817  ;  and  the  commereial  difficQitin  which  it 
is  the  object  of  the  pending  negotiation  at  Wash- 
ington to  arrange  did  not  arise  till  the  year  1819. 
That  the  question  of  indemnity  ttoght  boi  to  be 
made  to  depend  on  the  fate  of  that  negotiatioD  is 
equally  evident. 

An  arrangement  which  will  restore  te  the  nari* 
gation  of  America  and  France  those  advaatagcs 
now  enjoyed,  to  the  erclusion  of  both,  by  foreign 
vessels,  and  which  will  hare  a  tei^dency  to  exteod 
the  commercial  and  friendly  relations  between  the 
two.  countries,  is  undoubtedly  a  most  desirable 
object,  and  of  the  highest  importance.  But  it  is 
after  all  a  question,  not  of  right,  but  of  policy. 
Either  of  the  two  Governments  ma|r,oD  that  sub- 
ject, make  an  erroneous  determination;  boteaeh 
of  them,  should  they  not  unfortuoatdy  be  able  to 
agree  on  that  point,  has  ultimately,  the  right  to 
nwEe  its  -own  commercial  iegolatioiw^  exfooig 
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Uself  without  doubt  to  countervailing  measures, 
but  without  giving  thereby  any  just  ground  of 
complaint,  or  disturbing  in  other  respects  th6  har- 
mony subsisting  between  the  two  nations.    In  fact 
that  state  of  things  exists  to  a  much  greater  extent 
between    France  and   many  European   Powers, 
particularly  ,with  Great  Britain.    The  commerce 
Detween  America  and  France,  and  which  may  be 
estimated  to  amount  in  yalue  to  about  eighty  mil- 
lions' of  francs  a  year,  may  still  be  carried  on  in 
foreign   vessels,   or  through    indirect    channels. 
Neither  country  has  prohibited  the  importation  of 
the  products  or  the  soil  or  industry  ol  the  other. 
The  only  quest ioi^  under  discussion,  and  on  which 
they  may  happen  not  to  agree,  is  that  of  the  nav- 
igation— that  is  to  say,  of  the  freight  Of  the  arti-' 
cles  of  exchange,  which  tt^ny  in  the  whole  be 
worth  about  three  millions  a  year.    But,  from  the 
respective  prohibitions  existing  in  France  and 
England,  it  is  not  merely  the  navigation,  but  the 
commerce  itself,  between  the  two  countries,  which 
is  so  nearly  annihilated  as  not  to  exceed  twelve 
or  fifteen  millions  a  year.    It  has  certainly  in  this 
case  never  been  suggested  that  because  each  Qov- 
ernment  follows  in  that  respect  its  own  views,  the 
other  questions  of  right  or  general  policy  should 
on  that  account  be  suspended^  that  because  a 
treaty  of  commerce  may  appear  injurious  to  either 
of  them,  the  other  would  for  that  reason  be  justi- 
fied in  refusing  to  do  justice  in  other  respects. 
The  question  of  the'  indemnity  claimed  by  the 
United  States  from  France  is  one,  not  merely  of 
policy,  but  of  right.    It  will  again  revert,  and  with 
the  same  force,  in  case  there  should  be  no  arrange- 
ment of  the  Commercial  difficulties.    The  founda- 
tion on  which  the  demand  rests  cannot  be'affected 
by  that  result.     France  must  still  ac|rnbwledge 
or  deny  the  jus^ce  of  that  claim.     Sh^  is  bound, 
in  the  first  case,  to  grant  the  indemnity;  in  the 
other,  to  adduce  Satisfactory  reasons  for  her  denial. 
I  must  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  object  of 
these  reclamations  cannot  be,  and  is  not  considered 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  as  only 
afiecting  the  interests  of  private  individuals,. but 
as«n  i  mportant  subject  of  public  concern.   It  is  not 
for  private  contracts  voluntarily  entered  into,  or 
other  claims  of  a  similar  nature;  it  is  for  numer- 
ous spoliations,  committed  not  only  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  corhmon  justice,  but  iiv  violation 
of  the  acknowledged  law  of  nations,  and  of  .posi- 
tive treaty  stipulations;  it  is  for  the  most  flagrant 
and  continued  infractions  of  their  rights,  as  a  neu- 
tral and  independent  nation,  that  the  United  States 
demand  that,  at  least,  a  satisfactory  indemnity 
should  be  made  to  her  citizens  for  the  losses  thus 
suffered.    The  whole  series  of  their  public  acts,  at 
home  and  abroad,  when  those  outrageous  pro- 
ceedings took  place,  and  the  peculiar  circumstan- 
ces, (arising  from  simultaneous  aggressions  on  the 
part  of  England,)  which  alone  prevented  a  resort 
to  war,  are  facts  of  such  notoriety,  as  to  render  it 
diflicult  to  conceive  how  the  subject  can  be  viewed 
as  of  an  inferior  importance,  and  as  only  affecting 
private  interests.    If  any  further  proof  was  re- 
quired, in  that  respect,  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty 
of  the  16th  of  March,  1810,  between  France  and 


Holland,  might'  be  quoted.  Certain  American 
cargoes,  which  make  part  of  our  reclamations; 
were,  by  that  treaty,  put  at  the  disposal  of  France, 
"  in  order,"  according  to  the  said  article,  "  that  the 
same  may  be  dealt  with  according  to  circumstan- 
ces, and  to  the  political  relations  between  France 
and  the  United  States."  .        . 

Not  knowing  to  what  reclamations,  by  subjects 
of  France  against  the  United  States,  your  Excel- 
lency alludes,  I  can  only  observe  that,  if  there  are 
any,  respecting  which  a  stipulation  should  be 
deemed  necessary,  it  must  of  course  be  understood 
that  every  such  stipulation  will,  in  every  respect, 
be  reciprocal,  and  embrace,  on  both  sides,  all  re- 
clamations of  a  similar  nature,  and  for  the  same 
period  of  time. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  assu- 
rances, dbc.  , 

ALBERT  GALLAtlN. 

» 

Vjscodmt  de  Montmorenct, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs^  ^c. 


No.  230. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  GaUatin  to  the  Secretary 
of  State^  dated  Paris,  SepteHaber  8,  1822. 

**  I  had,  on  the  17tb  ultimo,  written  to  Viscount 
Montmorency,  and  again  on  the  31st  to  Mr.  de 
Villele,  on  the  subject  of  our  reclamations,  only  to 
remind  them,  that  the  late  convention  had  re- 
moved the  sole  cause  assigned  for  delay.  I  re- 
ceived, la^t  night,  Mr.  de  Yillele's  note  ot  the  3d, 
of  which  copy  is  enclosed." 


Mr.  Gailatin  io^Mr.  de  Montmorency ^  dated  17 thAur 

gust,  1822. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  again  your  Excellency's  at- 
tention to  the  American  ^laims)  for  sequestrations 
and  spoliations.  The  cause  assigned, by  your  Ex- 
cellency, in  your  letter  of  the  first  of  June  last,  for 
suspending  their  consideration,  being  happily  re- 
moved by  (he  late  commercial  arrangement,  I  trust 
that  no  further  delay  will  take  place,  and  <that,  in 
conformity  with  the  tenor  of  that  letter,  yt>ur  Ex? 
cellency  will  be  pleased  to  to  bring  that  import- 
ant subject  before  the  King's  Council. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept,  &c. 

[translation.] 

Eatraet  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gallatin  to  Mr.  de  VilleUf 
dated  Paris,  August  31,  1822. 

"  Permit  me  to  remind  yout*  Excellency,  that  the 
three  last  letters  which  I  had  the  honor  of  address- 
ing to  his  Excellency  the  Viacount  de  Montmo- 
rency, are  still  unanswered.  The  first,  under  the 
date  of  the  17th  current,  had,  for  its  object,  the 
different  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
The  second,  of  the  20th,  contained  my  observations 
on  the  project  of  lin  ordinance,  necessary  that  the 
execution  of  the  conventioh  of  24th  June  may 
commence  en  the  1st  of  October  next.  The  last, 
of  the  27th,  remonstrated  against  the  conduct  pur- 
soed  by  the  local  authorities,  in  regard  to  the 
American  vessel  the  General  Hamilton,  thrown 
upon  the  coast,  near  Montreuil,  on  the  sea." 
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"  I  eagerly  ^ize  this  occasion  to  beg  your  Ex- 
cellency to  be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurance,"  dbc. 


[tRANSLATlOIf.] 

Mr.  de  VOUU  to  Mr.  GaUatin,  dated  Sept.  3,  ^822* 

You  did  me  the  honor,  on  the  31st  of  August 
last,  to  remind  me  of  several  American  claims,  of 
which  you  had  formerly  apprized  the  Viscount  de 
Montmorency.  It  is  necessary  for  me  to  collect 
some  documents  respecting  this  affair,  in  order  to 
judge  of  what  consequences  they  may  be  suscep- 
tible. Be  pleased  to  believe,  sir,  that  I  shall  at- 
tend to  them  with  a  good  deal  of  interest  and  at- 
tention.   Accept,  sir,  the  assurances,  &c. 


No.  233. 


Extrad  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  CraUaHn,  Enww  Extrct- 
ordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  France,  to 
Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  cf  State,  dated  Paris,  2ith 
September,  1822. 

"  I  had  yesterday  a  conference  with  Mr.  Villele, 
on  the  suDJect  of  our  claims.  He  expressed  his 
wish  that  a  eeneral  arrangement  might  take  place, 
embracing  all  the  subjects  of  discussion  between  the 
two  counif  ies ;  stated  those  to  be,, the  reclamations 
of  the  United  States  for  spoliations  on  their  trade, 
those  of  France,  on  account  of  Beaumarchais' 
claim,  and  of  the  vessels  captured  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  the  question  arising  under  the  Louisi- 
ana treaty ;  and  asked,  whether  I  was  prepared  to 
negotiate  upon  all  those  points?  I  answered  (hat 
1  was  ready  to  discuss  them  all,  but  that  I  must 
object  to  uniting  the  Louisiana  question  to^hat  of 
claims  for  indemnity,  as  they  were  essentially  dis-' 
tinct ;  and,  as  I  thought  that,  after  all  that  had 
passed,  we  had  a  right  to  expect  that  no  further 
obstacle  should  be  thrown  in  the  discussion  of  our 
claims,  by  connecting  it  with  subjects  foreign  to 
them." 


,  No.  236. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  OaHatin,  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  France,  to 
Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Paris,  IZth 
November,  1822. 

"I  received,  on  the  18th  instant,  a  letter  from 
Mr.  de  Villele,  of  the  6th— »copy  of  which  is 
enclosed,  together  with  that  of  my  answer,  of 
thel2th;» 


[tranblatiom.J 
Mr.  de  ViUeU  to  Mr.  GaUatin. 

Paris,  November  6, 1822. 
Sir  :  l^he  Convention,  concluded  at  Washing- 
ton, on  the  24th  of  June  last,  has  removed  the 
obstacles  which  have,  momentarily,  impeded  the 
relations  of  commerce  between  France  and  the 
United  States.  Although  this  Convention  is  only 
temporary,  it  holds  out  the  expectation  of  a  treaty 
more  eitensive  and  more  durable.  It  has  left 
leisure  proper  for  discussing  and  establishing  this 
treaty,  upon  bases  t|ie  most  conformable  to  the 


interest  of  the  two  States.  Already  the  communi- 
cations are  re-opened^  on  both  sides,  on  the  most 
amicable  footing.  His  Majesty  has  seen,  with  sat- 
isfaction, this  happy  effect  of  the  arrangement  eon- 
eluded  in  his  name,  and  in  that  of  the  United 
States. 

If  any  partial  difficulties  still  remain  to  be  re- 
moved, they  will  be  easily  arranged  between  two 
Powers,  who  sincerely  wish  to  establish  their  re- 
lations upon  the  most  perfect  equity. 

In  this  spirit  of  reciprocal  justice,  I  have  received 
the  claims  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  me,  and  without  prejudging  any  thing 
in  their  regard,  I  must,  first  of  all,  sir,  remark  to 
vou,  that  France  has  also  claims  pending,  or  to 
be  produced,  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  It  would  appear  agreeable  to  the  interest 
of  the  (wo  parties,  and  to  the  reciprocity  of  justice, 
and  of  protection,  to  which  the  subjecu  of  the  two 
States  have  equally  a  right,  thi^t  these  afiain 
should  be  eiamined  ftnd  arranged  unanimously, 
by  way  of  negotiation. 

His  Majesty's  intention  would  be,  that  these 
claims  and  the  other  points  in  dispute,  upon  which 
the  Convention,  of  24th  June,  has  not  been  aUe 
to  pronounce,  should  be  the  object  of  this  negoti- 
ation, jn  order  to  terminate  simultaneously,  and  in 
a  definitive  manner,  every  dispute  between  the 
two  States,  especially  in  what  concerns  the  dot/es 
received  in  Louisiana,  on  the  French  commerce, 
contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  8th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  cession. 

You  will  only  perceive,  sir,  in  this  intention  of 
His  Majesty,  the  most  firm  desire  of  leaving,  in 
future,  no  cause  6r  pretext  of  misunderstanding, 
or  of  complaints  between  the  two  States*  and  on 
the  part  of  their  respective  subjects. 

Ir  you  are  authorized,  sir,  to  follow  this  march, 
I  pray  you  let  me  know,  and  I  Will  hasten  to  de- 
mand of  the  King  the  necessary  powers,  to  a  oe- 
gotiator,  charged  with  treating  with  you. 

If  you  were  also  authorized  to  sign  a  consular 
convention,  the  same  Plenipotentiary  wooid  re- 
ceive powers,  ad  hoc,  for  also  pursuing  the  nego- 
tiation. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  the  high  conside- 
ration, &c. 

The  Minister  of  Finance,charged,  ad-interim,  with 
(he  Portfolio  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

JH.  DE  VILL&LE. 


Paris,  November  12^  1822. 

SiRi  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  £xcel- 
lency's  letter  of  the  6th  instant. 

I  have  special  powers  to  negotiate  a  convention 
proyidiog  for  the  just  claims  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  against  France;  as,  also,  for  the 
like  claims  of  French  subjects  against  the  United 
States,  with  such  person  or  persons  as  may  have  a 
like  authority  from  His  Most  Christian  Majesty. 

As  Minister  of  the  United  States,  I  am  author- 
ized to  discuss  the  question  respecting  the  con- 
struction of  the  8th  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty, 
and  to  give  and  receive  explanations  on  that  sub- 
ject.   But  the  negotiation  on  that  point  having 
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been  transferred  to  Washington,  no  special  pow- 
ers in  that  respect  have  been  transmitted  to  me.  I 
had  understood,  in  the  course  of  the  conference  I 
had  the  honor  to  hare  with  your  Excellency  on 
the  23d  of  September,  and  had  accordingly  writ- 
ten to  my  €k>vernment,  that  it  was  not  intended 
to  insist  that  that  subject  should  be  blended  with 
that  of  private  claims.  It  is,  indeed,  obvious^  that 
it  would  be  utterlv  unjust  to  piake  the  admission 
of  these  to  depena  on  the  result  of  a  negotiation 
on  a  subject  with  which  tlley  have  no  connexion 
whatever,  and  the  difficulties  respecting  which  are 
of  a  date  pssterior  to  that  of  the  claims. 

AU  the  representations  which  His^  Majesty's 
Grovernment  hasm^de  to  that  of  the  United  States, 
whether  oq  private  or  on  public  subjects,  hav^ 
uniformly  been  taken  into  consideration,  and  re- 
ceived tfaAt  attention  to  which  they  were  so  justly 
entitled.  In  no  instance  has  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  declined  to  open  a  discussion  on 
any  subject  thus  offered  to  their  consideration  by 
France,  or  made  it  a  preliminary  condition  that 
the  discussion  should  also  embrace  some  other 
subject  in  which  they  might  happen  to  take  a 
greater  interest.  The  question  respecting  the  8th 
article  of  the  Loubiana  treaty  has,  in  particiilar, 
been  the  subject  of  a  voluminous  correspondence, 
in  the  course  of  which  the  arguments  m  support 
of  the  construction  insisted  on  by  each  party,  re- 
spectively, were  made  kndwn  to  the  other.  I 
have,  in  the  mean  while,  for  six  years,  made  un- 
ceasing applications  to  His  Majesty's  Government 
for  the  settlement  of  claims  to  a  vast  amount, 
affecting  the  interest  of  numerous  individuals,  and 
arising  from  flagrant  violations  of  the  law  of 
nations  and  of  the  rights  of  the  United  Slates, 
without  having  ever  been  able  to  obtain  to  this 
day  satisfaction  in  a  single  instance,  or  even  that 
the  subject  should  be  taken  into  consideration  and 
discussed.  After  so  many  vexatious  delays,,  for 
which  different  causes  have  at  different  times  been 
assigned,  it  cannot  now  be  intended  again  to 
postpone  the  investigation  of  that  subject,  by  in- 
sisting that  it  should  be  treated  in  connexion  with 
one  foreign  to  it,  and  which  has  already  been  dis- 
cussed. The  United  States  have  at  least  the  right 
to  ask  that  their  demands  should  also  be  examined 
and  discussed^  and  I  trust  that,  since  I  am  author- 
ized to  treat,  as  well  concerning  the  claims  of 
French  subjects  against  the  United  States^  as  re- 
specting those  of  American  citizens  against  France, 
a  distinct  negotiation  to  that  effect  will  be  opened 
without  any  further  delay. 

Permit  me,  at  the  same  time,  to  renew  to  your 
Excellency  the  assurances  that  the  United  States 
have  the  most  earnest  desire  that  every  subject  of 
difference  between  the  two  countries  should  be 
amicably  arranged,  and  their  commercial  and 
political  relations  placed  on  the  most  friendly  and 
solid  footing.  They  will  be  ready  to  open  again 
negotiations  on  the  subject  of  the  8th  article  of 
the  Louisiana  treaty,  and  on  every  other  which 
remains  to  be  adjusted,  and  will  have  no  objection 
that  the  seat  of.those  negotiations  should  be  trans- 
ferred from  Washington  to  this  place. 

Although  my  powers  to  treat,  respecting  every 


subject  connected  with  the  commerce  of  the  two 
countries,  may  embrace  that  of  a  Consular  Con- 
vention, yet,  as  this  had  not  been  contemplated  by 
my  Government,  I  am  not  at  this  time  prepared  to 
conclude  an  arrangement  for  that  purpose. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  assu- 
rances, *dbc.  ' 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

His  Ex'cy  Count  db  Villele, 
Charged  wUh  Dep,  of  Foreign  Affain^  ^c. 


No.  237.  . 

3h,  GalUain  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

'  Paris,  November  1)9,  1822. 

Sir  :  I  received  last  night,  and  have  the  honor 
to  enclose,  a  copy  of  Mr.  de  Yillele's  answer  (dated 
15th  instant,)  to  my  letter  of  the  12th.  You  will 
perceive  that,  without  taking  any  notice  of  the 
reasons  I  had  urged,  why  a  distinct  negotiation 
should  be  immediately  opened  on  thq  subject  of 
the  claims  against  both  Governments,  he  insists 
that  this  shall  be  treated  in  connexion  with. the 
question  respecting  the  construction  of  the  8th 
article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty.  The  object  is  too 
obvious  to  require  any  comments  on  my  part,  and 
this  final  decision  leaves  me  no  other  x:ourse  than 
to  refer  the  whole  to  my  Government. 

I  have  honor  to  be,  &c.  ^ 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


[translation.] 
^     M.d9  ViUde  to  Mr.  Gallatin. 
'*-  Paris,  November  15, 1822. 

Sir  :  You  did  me  the  honor  to- announce  to  me, 
on  the  l2th  of  this  month,  that  you  were  author- 
ized to  negotiate  a  cofkvention,  relative  to  the 
claims  of  Americans  against  France,  and  to  tbise 
of  France  against  the  United  States ;  but,  that 
you  had  no  power  to  enter  upon  a  negotiation  con- 
cerning the  interpretation  ol  the^Sth  article  of  the 
Louisiana  treaty. 

The  discussions  which  have  arisen  uppnthis 
last  point,  between  your  Government  and  the 
King's  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United 
States,  havingrhad  no  result,  and  this  question 
being  thus  left  ijndecided,  it  is  both  proper  and 
just  to  resume  the  examination  of  it ;  it  touched 
upon  too  great  interests  not  to  be  treated  of  with 
renewed  attention,  or  to  be  abandoned. 

If  a  new  arrangement  takes  place  for  the  claims, 
which  are  still  in  controversy,  it  ought  to  compre- 
hend the  whole,  and  the  desire  of  tb^  King's  Gov- 
ernment is  not  to  leave  any  difficulty,  any  inde- 
cision remaining  in  the  relations  of  the  two  coun- 
triesr- 

It  is  for  the  same  reason,  sir,  that  I  demanded, 
in  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
you  on  the  6th  of  this  month,  that  the  negotiation 
to  be  opened  on  the  respective  claims  should  also 
include  a  consular  convention. 

It'  your  powers  for  discussing  these  difficult 
points  should  not  appear  <to  you  sufficiently  ex  ten* 
sive  to  make  it  the  object  of  a  negotiation,  I  think, 
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«ir,  that  you  will  deem  it  fit  to  ask  of  your  Qot- 
ernmeot  supplement/iry  authority,  to  come  at  an 
arraugemeot,  which  cannot  be  of  the  utility  pro- 
posed by  the. two  GkiTernments  unless  it  shall 
embrace  all  the  questions  and  the  claims  which 
are  still  in  dispute. 

I  can  only  refer,  sir,  on  this  itubject,  to  the  com- 
munications whictk  I  had  the  honor  to  make  to 
you  on  the  6th  of  this  month,  and  with  which 
you  have,  doubtless,  acquainted  your  Govern- 
ment. ' 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  higlv  conside- 
ration. 

JH.  DE  VILLELE, 

Minister  of  FinanceB,  fc. 


No.  250. 


Extract  of  a  lettergram  Mr,  GaUatin^  inwy  Extraof- 
^  dinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  France,  to 
Mr,  Adanie,  Secretary  of  StaUy  dated  Paris,  27ih 
Febrwary,  1823. 

*^  The  more  I  have  reflected  on  the  ground  as- 
sumed by  this  Government,  on  the  subject  of  our 
claims,  and  on  t^e  attempt  to  connect  their  dis- 
cussion with  the  question  arising  under  the  8th 
article. of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  the  more  I  have 
felt  satisfied  that  it  was  impossible  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  depart  from  the  true  construc- 
tion of  that  article,  and  acquiesce  in  that  con- 
tended for  by  France,  and  that  the  renewed  dis- 
cussion on  that  subject  would  be  unprofitable,  and 
lead  to  no  result  whatever.  As  a  last,  but  I  be- 
lieve unavailing  efibrt,  I  have  concluded  to  ex- 
press that  conviction  to  the  French  Government, 
and  have  accordingly  addressed,  this  day,  to  Mr. 
Chateaubriand,  the  letter  of  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  a  copy." 

*  Pabis,  February  27,  1823. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  his  Excellency 
Count  de  Villele's  letter,  of  the  15th  November 
last^  by  which,  notwithstanding  the  remonstrance 
contained  in  mine  of  the  12th,  his  Excellency, 
being  at  that  time  charged  with  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Afiairs,  still  insisted  that  the  discus- 
sion of  the  claims  of  individuals  of  both  nations 
vpon  the  two  Governments,  respectively,  should 
not  take  place,  unless  it  was  connected  with  a 
renewed  negotiation  on  the  8th  article  of  the  Lou- 
isiana treaty. 

A  conversation  I  had  the  honor  to  have  with 
his  Excellency  the  Duke  de  Montmorency,  after 
his  return  from  Verona,  induced  me  to  hope,  al- 
though he  did  not  encourage  any  expectations  of 
a  different  result,  that  he  would,  however,  a^in 
lay  the  subject  before  His  Majesty-s  Council  of 
Ministers.  This  circumstance,  the  subsequent 
change  in  the  Department  of  Foreign  Afiairs,  and 
the  objects  of  primary  importance  which  have 
hitherto  necessarily  engrossed  your  Excellency's 
attention,  have  prevented  an  earlier  official  an- 
swer to  his  Excellency  Count  de  Villele's  letter. 

It  has,  together  with  the  others  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, as  he  had  naturally  anticipated,  been  of  course 
transmitted  to  my  Government.  But,  on  a  review 


of  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Adams  with  Mr. 
Hyde  de  Neuville,  and  with  myself,  I  lanst  ex- 
press my  perfect  conviction,  that  the  subject  hav- 
mg  been  maturely  examined,  and  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed, there  cannot  be  the  least  expectation  that 
the- United  States  will  alter  their  views  of  it,  or 
acquiesce  in  the  construction  put  by  His  Majesty's 
Minister  on  the  8th  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  at  this  moment,  to  renew 
a  discussion  which  seems  to  have  been  already 
exhausted  ;  but  I  will  beg  leave,  simply,  to  »late 
the  question  to  your  Excellency. 

It  was  agreed,  by  the  article  above-men  tinned, 
that  the  ships  of  Pnnce  should  forever  be  treated 
upon  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nation  in  the 
ports  of  Louisiana. 

Vessels  of  certain  foreign  nations  being  nov 
treated  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  ia- 
duding  those  of  Louisiana,  on  the  same  footiaf 
with  American  vessels,  in  consideration  of  tk 
American  vessels  being  treated  in  the  ports  of 
those  nations'on  the  same  footing  with  their  own 
vessels,  France  has  required  that  French  vesseb 
should,  by  virtue  of  .the  said  article,  be  treated,  is 
the  ports  of  Louisiana,  on  the  same  footing  wiik 
the  vessels  of  those  nations,  without  allowing,  oa 
her  part,  the  consideration,  6t  reciprocal  condi- 
tion, by  virtue  of  which  those  vessels  are  tiiiis 
treated. 

The  United  States  contend  that  the  right  to  be 
treated  upon  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  sa- 
tiouy  when  not  otherwise  defined,  and  when  ex- 
pressed onlv  in  those  words,  is  that,  and  can  only 
oe  that,  of  being  entitled  to  that  treatment,  gratui- 
tously, if  such  nation  enjoys  it  gratuitoasly^  sod 
on  paying  the  same  equivalent,  if  it  has  been 
granted  in  consideration  of  an  equival«iL  Set- 
ting aside  every  collateral  matter  and  subsidiary 
argument,  they  say  that  the  article  in  qoestioa, 
expressed  as  it  is,  can  have  no  other  meanins,  is 
susceptible  of  no  other  construction,  for  this  plaia 
and  incontrovertible  reason:  that,  if  the  Freneh 
vessels  were  allowed  to  receive^  gratoitoaaJy,  the 
same  treatment  which  those  of  certain  other  na- 
tions receive,  only  in  consideration  of  an  egoira- 
lent,  they  would  not  be  treated  as  the  most  favored 
nation,  but  more  favorably  than  aay  other  nation. 
And,  since  the  article  must  necessarily  have  the 
meaning  contended  for  by  the  United  States,  a^d 
no  other,  the  omission  or  insertion  of  words  to 
define  it,  is  whollv  immaterial,  a  definition  being 
necessary  only  Wnen  the  expressions  used  are  <tf 
doubtful  import,  and  the  insertion  of  words  to 
that  effect  in  some  other  treaties  -  belonging  to 
that  class  of  explanatory  but  superfluous  phrasa 
of  which  instances  are  to  be  fonnd  in  so  many 
treaties. 

It  might,  indeed,  have,  perhaps,*  been  sufficient 
to  say  that,  in  point  of  fact,  there  was  no  most 
favored  nation  in  the  United  States,  the  tight  ea- 
joyed  by  the  vessels  of  certain  foreign  nations  to 
be  treated  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  as 
American  vessels,  in  consideration  of  American 
vessels  receiving  a  similar  treatment  in  the  ports 
of  those  nations,  not  being  a  favor  but  a  mere  act 
of  reciprocity. 
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Let  me  also  obserye  that  the  pretension  of 
Fraoce  would,  if  admitted^  leave  no  alternative 
to  the  United  States  than  either  to  suffer  the 
whole  commerce  .between  France  and  Louisiana 
to  be  carried  exclusively  in  French  vessels,  or  to 
renounce  the  right  of  maicing  arrangements  with 
other  nations  deoned  essential  to  our  prosperity, 
and  having  for  object  not  to  lay  restrictions  on 
commerce,  but  to  remove  them.  If  ihe  meaning 
of  the  8th  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty  was 
such,  indeed,  as  has  been  contended  for  on  the 
part  of  France,  the  l/nited  States,  bound  to  fulfil 
their  engagements,  must  submit  to  the  conse- 
quences, whatever  these  might  be;  but  this  haviujg 
been  proven  not  to  be  the  case,  the  observation  is 
made  only  to  show  that  the  United  States  never 
can,  either  for  the  sake  of  obtainin^f  iflderaoities 
for  her  citizens,  or  from  their  anxious  desire  lo 
settle,  by  conciliatory  aorrangeraents,  all  their  dif* 
ferences  with  Fraoce,  be  brought  to  acquiesce  in 
the  erroneous  construction  put  upon  the  article  in 
question. 

The  proposal  made  by  his  Excellency  Mr.  de 
YiUele,  in*  liis  letter  of  the  6th  of  Novombery  and 
reiterated  in  that  of  the  15th,  can,  therefor^  have 
no  other  effect  than  to  prodage  unnecessary  oelaysi 
and  would,  if  persbted  in,  be  tantamount  to  an 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  examination  and 
settiemeat  of  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  It  will  remain  for  His  Majesty's 
Government  to  decide  whether  this  detern^ination 
be  consistent  with  -jusfic^  whether  the  reclama- 
tions of  private  individuals  should  be  th^s  ad- 
journed because  the  two  Governments  happen  to 
differ  in  opinion  on  a  subject  altogether  foreign  to 
those  claims.  Having  nothing  to  add  to  my  re- 
iterated And  unavailing  applications  on  that  sub- 
ject, my  only  object,  at  this  moment,  has  been,  to 
show  that  I  cannot  expect  any  instructions  from 
my  Government  that  will  alter  the  state  of  the 
question. 

I  request  your  fizcelleacy  to  accept  th»  as- 
surance, dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Viscount  OB  CHl.TEAUB|IIAlfB, 

MimuUr  of  FcreiffH  Affakre^  ^ 


AFRICAN  SLAVE  TRADE. 

[ConNsiiDicsted  to  the  Hoqm,  March  90^  1994.] 
To  th€  House  of  RepruenkUives : 

I  transmit,  herewith,  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives %  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  the  papers  therein  referred  to,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  that  House,  of  27th  January 
last. 

JAMES  MQNROE. 

Wasbinotom,  March  19, 1824. 


DEFARTMBIfT  OF  StATB, 

Wathiftfftony  Meurch  18,  1824. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  re- 
ferred a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, of  the  27th  of  January  last,  requesting  the 


President  to  communicate  to  that  House  sucli 
part,  ^s  he  may  not  deem  inexpedient  to  divulge, 
of  any  correspondence  or  negotiation,  which  n9 
may  have  instituted  with  any  foreign  Grovern«- 
ment  since  the  28tli  of  February^  1823,  in  com*^ 
pliance  with  a  request  contained  in  a  resojotioa 
of  the  same  House  of  that  date,  relative  to  the 
denunciation  of  the  African  slave  trade  as  piracy, 
has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  President  copies  of 
the  correspondence  requested. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


LIST  OF  FAPBR8  SENT. 

1.  Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Adams,  29th  January, 
1823. 

2.  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Cannin£[^  31st  March,  1823. 

3.  Mr.  CaoDing  to  Mr.  Adams,  8th  April,  1823. 

4.  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Canning,  24th  June,  1823. 

5.  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Nelson,  (Extract,)  28tb  of 
April,  1823. 

6.  Same  to  Mr.  Rodney,  do.,  17tb  May,  1823. 

7.  Same  to  Mr.  Anderson,  do.,  27th  May,  1823. 

8.  Same  to  Mr.  Rush,  with  one  enclbsure ;  con* 
vention  slave  trade,  (Extract,)  24ib  June,  1823* 

9.  Same  to  Mr.  Middleton,  (Copy,)  2dth  July^ 
1823. 

10.  Same  to  Mr.  Everett,  do.,  8th  August  1823.  . 

11.  Same  to  General  Dearborn,  (Extract,)  14th 
August,  1823. 

12.  Mr.  Rush  to  Mr.  Adams,  do.,  9th  October, 
1823. 

13.  Mr.  Sheldon  to  same,  do.,  16th  October,  1823. 

14.  Same  to  same,  with  two  enclosures ;  corres- 
pondence with  Viscount  Chateaubriand,  (Ex- 
tractsj)  5th  November,  1823. 

15.  Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Adams,  with  two  enclo- 
sures; correspondence  with  Baron  Nagell,  (Ex- 
tracts,) 2ath  November,  1823. 


J(&.  Canninff  to  Mr.  AdaiM. 

WA8aiMGTO]f,/aii.  29, 1823. 

Sir  :  To  the  complete  abolition  of  the  African 
slave  trade.  Great  Britain^  as  you  are  well  aware, 
has  long  devoted  her  anxious  and  unremittiiu^ez- 
ertions;  she  avaHed  herself,  during  war,  of  her 
belligerent  rights,  and  extended  dominion  in  the 
colonies,  to  put  down  the  inhuman  traffic;  in 
peaee,  she  has  spared  no  labor,  and  shrunk  from 
no  sacrifice,  to  supply,  by  a  gcnjeral  eo-operatioa 
of  the  maritime  Powers,  whatever  has  been  with* 
dsawn  from  her  peculiar  control  by  the  ceesalioa 
of  hostilities,  and  the  colonial  amngements  con- 
sequent on  that  event.  It  is^matter  of  deep  regret 
to  His  Majesty's  QovermneDtl  that  the  result  of 
their  exertions  is  far  from  corresponding  either  to 
the  cause  which  demands,  or  to  the  zeal  whicb 
sustains  them.  The  pest,  wl^iefa  they  have  pledged 
themselves  to  destroy,  if  it  be  in  human  power  to 
destrojr  it,  not  only  survives,  to  the  disgrace  and 
affliction  of  the  age,  but  seenis  to  acquire  a  fresh 
capacity  for  existence  with  every  endeavor  for  its 
destruction. 

To  whatever  fataKty  it  may  be  owing,  that, 
while  the  obligation  of  adopting  and  enforcing 
measures  for  the  extermination  of  the  slave  trade, 
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M  aolemnly  acknowledged  bjr  the  civilized  world, 
this  great  object  seem^  rather  to  elude  the  ^r«sp 
than  to  approach  its  consummation.  Qreat  Britain 
perceires,  in  the  postponement  of  her  hopes^iiow* 
erer  mortifying  for  the  moment,  no  reason  either 
to  relax  from  her  efforts,  or  to  abandon  the  expec- 
tation of  final  success.  Impelled,  by  the  noblest 
motives,  to  persevere  in  the  cause  of  abolition, 
and  mindful  by  what  slow  laborious  steps  the 
present  point  has  been  attained,  she  looks  forward, 
through  surrounding  obstacles,  to  that  triumphant 
accomplishment  of  her  purpose,  the  benefit  and 
fflorv  of  which  will  only  be  rendered  more  signal 
by  the  difficulties  attendant  on  its  progress. 

In  calling  on  Europe  and  America  to  ioin  with 
them  in  the  discharge  of  this  sacred  duty,  His 
Majesty  and  his  Ministers  have  appealed,  sir,  with 
the  more  confidence,  to  your  Grovernment,  as  the 
United  States  have  long  proclaimed  their  decided 
hostility  to  the  slave  trade,  and  are  surpassed  by 
no  country  in  the  vi^or  of  their  legislative  enact- 
ments for  its  repression.  The  identity  of  princi- 
ple existing  on  this  subject  between  the  two  Qov- 
ernments,  is  distinctly  recorded  in  the  Treaty  of 
Peace;  and,  in  answer  to  every  proposal  which 
has  since,  by  His  Majesty's  command,  been  ad- 
dressed to  vour  Cabinet,  for  redeeming  that  pledge, 
b]r  a  broad  and  effectual  application  of  the  prin- 
ciple, a  fresh  assurance  has  been  given  of  the  un- 
ceasing interest  with  which  the  United  States 
continue  to  promote  the  cause  of  abolition.  When, 
to  this  accord,  in  principle  and  sentiment,  is  added 
the  ct)nviction,  avowed  bv  both  parties,  that,  in 
spite  of  laws  and  treaties,  tne  accursed  traffic  still 
thrives,  under  the  eves  of  an  indignant  world,  it 
would  seem  impossible  that  the  two  Powers  should 
be  long  prevented  from  concerting  a  joint  system 
of  measures  against  the  common  obiect  of  their 
'abhorrence  an^d  just  proscription.  W  hatever  cir- 
cumstances, views,  or  impressions,  may  have  hith- 
erto defeated  this  expectation.  His  Majesty's  Min- 
ister^ are  still  unwilling  to  despair  of  finding  the 
United  States  at  length  prepared  either  to  close 
with  the  system  of  concert  already  offered  to  their 
acceptance,  or  to  suggest  a  plan  of  equal  efficiency 
in  its  place.  The  alternative  embraces  a  duty, 
for  the  performance  of  which  both  countries  are 
resjponsible  before  Qod  and  nan. 

A  deep  sense  of  this  duty,  and  a  reliance,  by  no 
means  relinquished,  on  the  general  disposition  of 
the  United  States,  have  prompted  the  several  com- 
munications on  this  question,  which  have  been 
addressed  to  you  at  successive  periods,  either 
through  me,  or  by  means  of  the  American  Envoy 
in  London.  You  will  readily  call  to  mind,  sir, 
that,  in  the  course  of  last  Summer,  I  apprized  yon 
of  the  intention  of  His  Majesty's  Ministers  to 
press  for  an  early  reconsideration  of  the  subject, 
submitting  whether  it  might  not  prove  agreeable 
to  the  American  Cabinet  to  anticipate  that  in> 
tended  recurrence  to  it  on  the  part  of  Qreat  Britain, 
by  some  efficient  proposal,  originating  with  itself. 
I  took  occasion,  in  repeated  conversations,  to  urge 
anew  those  various  arguments  which  support  and 
justify  the  opinion  of  His  Majesty's  Qovernment; 
and  I  also  placed  in  your  hands  the  official  papers, 


then  recently  printed  by  order  of  Parltameot,  ia 
further  evidence  of  the  extent  to  which  the  tnJk 
in  human  beings  was  still  carried  on  from  Africa, 
under  circumstances  of  aggravated  cruelty.  Ia 
declaring,  as  on  former  occasions,  the  readiness  of 
His  Majesty's  Minbters  to  examine,  with  respect 
and  candor,  whatever-  scheme  of  concert,  if  any, 
the  American  Cabinet  might  think  proper  to  brii^ 
forward,  as  a  substitute  for  theirs,  you  will  remem- 
ber how  strongly  I  expressed  my  belief  that  the 
only  effectual  measure  devised,  or  likely  to  be  de- 
vised, was  a  mutual  concession  of  the  right  of 
searcn.  In  the  exercise  of  that  right,  under  soeh 
guards^  and  with  such  limitations  as  may  serve  lo 
tranquillize  the  most  apprehensive  and  serupuloB 
minds,  it  is  still  conceived  that  the  best  and  oaiy 
cure  .for -this  intolerable  mischief  is  to  be  foaad. 
You  assured  me,  at  a  subsequent  oonfcreiiee,  that 
my  representations  had  been  duly  submitted  to  the 
President  I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  add 
that  the  canee  which  I  pleaded  had  |»reTailed. 

From  thte  printed  documents  which  I  had  the 
honor  of  communicating  to  you,  it  appears  that 
the  French  flag  is  more  particularly  employed  to 
oover  the  illicit  trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  it 
would,  perbam,  be  unfair  to  ooncltide  that  FicDck 

J  property  and  French  subjects  are  concenied  id  the 
iiU  proportion  in  which  the  colon  of  that  naiion 
are  used ;  but  it  is  manifest  that  both  are  engifed 
in  this  commerce  of  blood  to  an  extent  which  re- 
flects discredit,  if  ttott>n  the  motiTes  of  the  Ficaeh 
administration,  at  least  on  the  efficiency  of  itt 
measures;  and  makes  it  imperative  on  those  Gov- 
ernments which  are  pledged  to  each  -other  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  to  declare  their  re- 
probation of  what  is,  at  best,  a  culpable  leoiiss- 
ness,  and  to  omit  nothing  that  may  rouse  the 
French  Cabinet  to  a  more  active  ejtercise  of  its 
authority. 

It  was  a  part  of  my  instructions  to  bring  this 
point  under  your  immediate  consideration,  and  to 
intimate  that  the  remonstrances  of  His  Majesty's 
Ambassador  at  Paris  might  be  attended  with  more 
effect,  if  the  American  Bnvoy  at  that  Court  were 
directed  to  concur  with  his  JSxcelleaev  ia  a  joint 
representation  on  the  subject.  It  wovid  beidie  at 
present  to  repeat  the  arguments  adduced  ia  exe- 
cuting this  instruction.  The  answer  which  you 
returned  in  the  name  of  the  President,  was  unfa- 
vorable to  the  step  I  had  suggested ;  and  soch  was 
the  reault  which  it  became  my  duty  to  annoonee 
to  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State.  But  no 
doubt  was  started  with  respect  to  the  grounds  oa 
which  my  application  rested ;  and,  of  tliose  noto- 
rious facts,  to  which  I  referred,  as  calling  for  a 
joint  and  impressive  appeal  to  the  good  faith  and 
good  feelings  of  the  French  (government,  yoo 
seemed  to  be  /equally  convinced  with  myselH 

The  reasons,  indeed;  which  you  alleged  for  de- 
clining, at  that  time,  to  comply  with  a  proposal 
no  less  simple  in  its  nature  than  useful  in  its  ob- 
ject, I  understood  to  be  rather  of  a  temporary 
character;  and,  under  this  impression,  I  cannoi 
but  hope  that  the  period  is  now  arrived  when  they 
will  no  longer  be  found  to  stand  in  opposition  to 
the  great  considerations  involved  in  this  question. 
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In  repeatiDff,  therefore,  .the  inritfttion  which  I 
have  already  had  the  honor  to  convey  to  you  on 
the  part  of  tiis  Majesty's  Government,  it  only  re- 
mains for  me  to  request  an  early  communication 
of  the  intentions  at  present  entertained  on  this 
head  by  the  Gh>vernment  of  the  United  States. 

I  beg,  sir,  that  you  will  accept  the  assurance  of 
my  distinguished  consideration. 

STRATFORD  CANNING. 

Hon.  John  Quinct  Adams, 

Secretary  6/  Staie,  ^c. 

Mr,  Adams  to,  Mr.  Canniiig. 

Department  op  State, 

Waihinfftany  March  31,  1823.    . 

*  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  2Qth  of  January  was, 
immediately  after  being  received,  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  President  of  the  UnitedBtates. 
The  delay  which  has  hitherto  procrastinated  a 
reply  to  it,  has  been  occasioned,  not  by  any  abate- 
ment of  the  interest,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  with  which  it  regards 
every  effort  apd  proposal  for  the  full  and  final 
suppression  of  th^  African  slave  trade;  nor  bv  any 
hesitation  with  regard  to  the  decision  which  had 
already  been  formed  and  declared  respecting  the 
proposal  of  submitting  the  vessels  and  citizens  of 
the  United  States  to  toe  search  of  foreign  officers 
upon  the  high  seas;  but  bv  an  expectation  that 
measures  contemplated  by  the  national  House  of 
Repre^ientatives  might,  before  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  indicate  to  the  Executive  Gov- 
ernment of  ,this  country,  ^views  upon  which  it 
would  be  enabled  to  suUtitute  a  proposal  for  ac- 
oomplishisg  the  total  abolition  of  the  traffic,  more 
effectual  to  it»  purpose,  and  less  liable  to  objec- 
tions on  other  accounts  than  that  to  which  the 
United  States  cannot  be  reconciled,  of  granting 
the  right  of  search.  These  measures  were  ma- 
tured in  the  branch  of  the  Legislature  where  they 
originated,  only  at  the  very  termination  of  the 
session ;  and  the  Senate  had  not  the  opportunity 
of  pronouncing  its  opinion  upon  them.  There  is^ 
however,  no  doubt  on  the  mind  of  the  President 
that  they  would  have  obtained  their  sanction ; 
and  he  has,  therefore,  no  hesitation  in  acting,  so 
far,  upon  the  expressed  and  almost  unanimous 
sense  of  the  House,  as  to  declare  the  willingness 
of  this  Union  to  join  with  other  nations  in  the 
common  engagement  to  pursue  and  to  punish 
those  who  shall  continue  to  practise  this  cnme,  so 
reprobated  bjr  the  just  and  humane  of  every  coun- 
try, as  enemies  of  ihe  human  race,  and  to  fix  Ihem^ 
irrevocably,  in  the  class,  and  under  the  denomina- 
tion, of  pirates. 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  herewith  a  copy 
of  the  4th  and  5th  sections  of  a  law  of  the  United 
States,  passed  on  the  15th  of  May,  1820,  by  which 
it  will  be  seen,  that  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  being  of  the  crew  or  ship's  company  of  any 
foreiffn  ship  or  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave  trade, 
or  any  person  fDhaUver,  Ssing  of  the  crew  or  ship's 
company  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  owned  in  whole 
or  part,  or  navigated  for,  or  in  behalf  of,  any  citi- 
zen or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  participating 


in  the  slave  trade,  is  declared  to  hav^  incurred 
the  penalties  of  piracy,  and  made  liable  to  atone 
for, the  crime  with  his  life.  The  legislation  of  a 
single  nation  cango  no  further,  to*  mark  its  abhor- 
rence of  this  trafiSc,  or  to  deter  the  people  subject 
to  its  laws,  from  contamination,  by  the  practice 
of  others. 

If  the  inference  in  your  letter  of  the  29th  of 
January,  from  the  documents  to  which  it  refers, 
be  correct,  that  the  French  flas  is  more  particu* 
la  fly  empiojred  to  cover  the  illicit  trade  on  the 
coast  of  Africa ;  and  the  conjecture  likewise  sug- 
gested in  it,  that  this  flag  is  used  to  cover  the  pro- 
perty and  the  persons  of  individuals  bound  to  other 
allegiances,  be  well  founded,  this  statute  makes 
every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  concerned  in 
such  traffic,  liable,  if  detected  in  it,  to  suffer  an 
ignominious  death.  The  code  of  Great  Britain 
herself  has,  hitherto,  no  provision  of  equal  severity 
in  the  pursuit  of  her  subjects,  even  under  the  shel- 
ter of  foreign  banners,  and  to  the  covert  of  simu- 
lated papers  and  property. 

I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  propose,  on  their  part,  the  adoption,  by 
Great  Britain,  of  ihe  principle  of  this  act  ;v  and  to 
offer  a  mutual  stipulation  to  annex  the  penalties 
of  piracy  to  the  offence  of  participating  in  the 
slave  trade,  by  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  re- 
spective parties.  This  proposal  is  made  as  a  substi- 
tute for  that  of  conceding  a  mutual  right  of  search, 
and  of  a  trial  by  mixed  commissions,  which 
would  be  rendered  useless  by  it.  Should  it  meet 
the  approbation  of  four  Government,  it  may  be 
separately  urged  upon  the  adoption  of  France,  and 
upon  the  other  maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  in  the 
manner  most  conducive  to  its  ultimate  success. 

I  have  the  honor  of  tendering  to- you  the  renew- 
ed assurance  of  my  distingnished  consideration. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Stratford  Cannino, 

Envoy  Extraordinary^  ^. 


M".  Canning  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Washington,  April  8, 1823. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  official  letter,  da- 
ted the  31st  ultimo,  in  answer  to  that  which  I 
had  the  honor  of  addressing  to  you  on  the  29th  of 
Januarv ;  and,  together  with  it,  a  transcript  of  the 
ith  anu  5th  sections  of  an  act  of,  CongFess,  ap- 
proved the  15th  of  May,  1820. 

From  this  communication  I  learn  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  is  willing  to  join 
with  other  Powers  in  declaring  slave  trade  piracy 
under  the  law  of  nations,  and  treating  the  perpe- 
trators of  this  crime  as  enemies  of  the  human  race; 
that  the  American  Government  is  further  prepa- 
red to  enter  into  a  formal  engagement  with  Great 
Britain  to  the  effect  of  carrymg  the  principle  just 
specified  into  immediate  operation,  reciprocally, 
as  to  their  respective  subjects  or  citizens;  and, 
finally,  that,  as.  soon  as  this  proposal  shall  be  ac- 
cepted bv  the  British  Grovernment,  the  United 
States  will  be  ready  to  concur  in  pressing  its  adop- 
tion on  tl^e  Court  of  France  and  other  maritime 
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Powers,  in  sach  mattner  as  may  afibrd  the  fairest 
prospect  of  saccess. 

In  whatever  degree  His  Majesty's  Government 
majr  be  disposed  to  receive  this  offer  as  an  acknow- 
ledgment that  measures  more  efficient  than  any 
now.  generally  in  force,  are  indispensable  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  it  is  not  difficult  to 
foresee,  that  fresh  sentiments  of  regret  will  be  ex- 
cited,  by  the  unfavorable  view  which  the  Ameri- 
can Administration  continues  to  take  of  the  prin- 
ci{)ai  measure  suggested  on  the  part  of  His  Majes- 
ty. That  measure,  you  are  well  aware,  sir,  is  a 
mutual  limited  concession  of  the  right  of  search ; 
and  though,  as  I  have  frequently  stated.  His  Ma- 
jesty's Goveramenr,  in  adopting  it  by  treaty  with 
several  of  the  maritime  Powers,  and  in  recom- 
mending it  with  eai'nestness  to  the  acceptance  of 
others,  particularly  of  the  United  Sutes,  have 
never  opposed  the  consideration  of  any  other  plan 
brought  forward  as  equally  effective;  yet,  having 
from  the  first  i«garded  it  in  conseience  as  the 
only  true  and  practical  cure  for  the  evil  in  ques- 
tion, they  are  naturally  anxious,  from  a  deep 
sense  of  duty,  to  place  it  in  its  proper  light,  and 
to  guard  it,  as  far  .as  possible,  from  prejudice  or 
misconception.  I  therefore  deem  it  of  importance, 
CO  this  occasion,  to  bring  into  one  point  of  view 
the  several  limitations  under  which,  it  is  conceiv- 
ed the  right  of  search  might  be  so  exercised  as  to 
clear  it  of  every  imaginable  difficulty.  To  give 
the  intended  limitations  their  just  value;  it  is  re- 
quisite to  bear  in  mind  the  particular  objections 
which  have  been  urged  a^inst  the  interchange 
of  a  right  of  search;  and  for  those,  in  their  full 
extent,  I  can  hardly  be  wrong  in  referring  to  your 
previous  correspondence,  since  the  last  communi- 
cation which  I  have  received  from  you  on  this 
subject,  though  it  describes  the  impressions  of  the 
American  Groyernment  as  renaaining  unaltered, 
does  not  exhibit  any  argument  in  support  of  their 
opinion. 

In  answer  to  that  class  of  objections  which  re- 
late to  the  mixed  commissions  established  by 
treaty,  between  His  Majesty  and  the  Courts  of 
Lisbon,  Brussels,  and  Madrid,  it  may  suffice  to 
remind  you  of  the  intimation  conveyed  through 
Mr.  Rush,  in  the  early  part  of  last  year,  which  I 
had  subsequently  the  honor  of  confirming  at  the 
Department  of  State.  It  miffht  be  expected,  that 
any  arrangement  for  the  adjudication  of  vessels 
ensagad  in  the  slave  trade,  independent  of  those 
tribunals,  would  either  leave  the  detained  vessels 
to  be  disposed  of  in  the  ordinary  way,  by  the 
aentenee  of  a  Court  of  Admiralty  in  the  country 
of  the  captor,  or  plaae  them  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  a  similar  court  in  the  country  to  which 
they  belonged.  On  the  former  supposition,  it  is 
not  to  be  anticifMtted,  that  the  United  States 
could  hesitate  to  admit  the  jurisdiction  of  a  for- 
eign Court  of  Admiralty,  when  sanctioned  by 
mutual  agreement,  over  the  persons  and  property 
of  citizens,  abandoned  to  a  pursuit,  so  flagrantly 
iniquitous,  as  to  be  classed  by  the  Legislature  of 
their  country  with  crimes  of  the  most  heinous 
description;  and  which  the  American  Cbvern- 
ment  has  declared  its  willingness  to  treat  as  piracy, 


under  the  law  of  nations.  Great  Britain,  for  her 
part,  desires  no  other  than  that  any  of  her  subjects 
who  so  far  defy  the  laws,  and  dishonor  the  char- 
acter of  their  country,  as  to  engage  im  a  trade  of 
blood,  proscribed  not  more  by  the  acts  of  the  Le- 
gislature, than  by  the  national  feding,  sbooid  he 
detected  and  brought  to  justice,  even  by  foreign 
hands,  and  from  under  the  protection  of  her  flag. 
In  either  of  the  supposed  cases,  it  is  dear  thai  ail 
impediments  connected  with  the  forms  of  pro- 
ceeding, and  peculiar  construction  of  the  mixed 
commissions,  would  be  completely  avoided ;  and, 
with  respect  to  any  embarrassment  attending  tiie 
disposal  of  condemned  vessels  and  liberated  suves, 
it  has  already  been  suggested  by  a  committee 
of  the  House  of  Hepresentaiives,  that  the  provi- 
sions of 'the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  of 
March.  1819,  might  be.  applied  to  them  wiilioat 
difficulty  or  inconvenience. 

The  question  being  thus  rdieved  from  all  eoa- 
nexion  with  the  mixed  commissions^  every  Con- 
stitutional objection,  arising  out  of  their  allcgei 
incompatibility  with  the  iostitntiona  of  the  United 
States,  is  at  onee  removed  from  consideration. 
The  remaining  obstacles  may  be  reduced  under 
the  following  heads:  the  anpopttlarity  of  the 
right  of  search  in  this  oountry;  its  tendency, 
if  mutually  employed^  to  produce  an  nnJrieniiy 
collision  between  the  two  nations ;  and  a  eenata 
supposed  inequality,  which  would  attend  its  ex- 
ercise. 

With  respect  to  any  doubt  of  its  uttliiy,  enaled 
by  a  persuasion  that  very  lew  vessela,  under  Aoiet- 
ican  colors,  have  been  discovered,  for  some  time 
past,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  it  requites  bnt  little 
reflection  to  prove,  that  no  conclusive  infereaee 
can  be  draw9  fi;om  that  eireamstaiiee.  Not  lo 
dwell  upon  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  slave 
coast,  peculiarly  favorable  to  the  concealment  of 
trading  vesaeU,  it  most  be  rememhered  that  the 
United  States  have  maintained,  at  no  lioM,  a 
greater  nimiher  of  omisera  than  two,  rardy  more 
than  one,  and  ktterly,  during  several  months  to- 
gether, no.shipH>f-war,  whatever,  on  the  Afrieui 
station.  As  late  as  the  14th  of  Janeary,  1822,  it 
was  stated,  officially,  by  the  Govenor  of  Sierra 
Leone,  "  that  the  fine  rivers  Nuncs  and  Poocas, 
were  entireiv  under  4he  control  of  rencgado  So- 
roMtan  and  AmecioaD  slave  traders.^' 

But,  if  it  were  even  nsanifest,  that  the  aeUTe 
and  judicious  exertions  of  yonr  naval  officcn,  ia 
that  quarter,  had  really  effected  a  total  disuse  of 
the  American  flag  in  slave  trading^  the  right  of 
search  would  stiQ  be  most  highly  desirable,  ia 
order  to  seoitre  and  extend  so  important  an  ad- 
vantage. As  an  example,  indeed,  to  other  Pow- 
ers, particularly  to  France,  whose  sobjeeia,  en- 
couraged by  thcloose  and  equivocal  measures  of 
their  Qovernment,  are  convicted,  by  a  mass  of 
evidence  too  strong  to  be  resisted,  of  being  con- 
cernedf  to  a  deplorable  degree,  in  this  atrodoos 
commerce,  the  concurreace  of  the  United  Stales 
in  a  system,  of  which  the  very  first  result  is  to 
augment  considerably  the  means  of  bringing  of- 
fenders to  justice,  can  hardly  be  rated  at  too  high 
a  value*     The  example  which  they  are  called 
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upon  to  give,  is  not  merely  due  to  the  claims  of 
humanity ;  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
are  not  onlv  pledged  to  put  down  the  sUve  trade 
within  the  limits  of  their  immediate  jurisdiction  ; 
they  are  also  boond,  by  solemn  obligations,  to  em- 
ploy their  utmost  endeavors  for  its  oompleta  and 
universal  extermination.  They  have  both  suc- 
ceeded in  their  ^reat  and  benevolent  object,  so 
far  as  the  rigor  of  legislative  enactments  is  capa- 
ble of  coanteractinff  the  temptation  of  enormous 
profit,  which  stimulates  the  unprincipled  avarice 
of  the  slave  merchant.  It  is  facility  of  escap- 
ing detection,  and  not  any  want  of  severity  in 
the  punishnient  attached  to  a  violation  of  their 
laws,  which,  as  far  as  they  are  concerned,  requires 
a  more  decisive  remedy ;  and,  a  remedy  adequate 
to  the  evil,  can  onl3r  be  found  in  such  measures 
as  will  strip  the  illicit  trader  of  every  disguise,  and 
throw  the  chanoes  entirely  on  the  side  of  failure 
in  his  inhaOian  speculations.  In  the  case  of  search, 
at  sea^  the  means  unavoidably  employed  in  the 
commission  of  this  crime  are  fortunately,  it  may 
be  said  providentially,  of  such  a  nature,  as  in 
general  to  furnish  a  plain  substantial  body  of 
proof,  for  the  conviction  of  the  criminal. 

For  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  seriously  ap- 
prehend that  the  friendl'y  relations  subsisting  be- 
tween the  two  countries  would  be  endangered  by 
the  admission  of  a  practice  which,  in  their  opinion, 
must  necessarily  produce  H  vexatious  exercii^e  of 
authority  on  the  part  of  the  searching  officer,  and 
frequent  complaints  on  that  of  the  mercnant, 
whose  vessel  is  subjected  to  search,  with  the  sup- 
posed aggravation  of  an  unequal  pressure  on  one 
of  the  contracting  parties.  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment would,  doubtless,  agree  to  confine  the  right 
of  visit  to  a  fixed  number  of  cruisers  on  each  side; 
restricted,  in  the  performance  of  this  duty,  to  cer- 
tain specified  parts  of  the  ocean,  and  acting  under 
regulations,  prepared,  by  mutual  consent,  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  abuses.  To  these  import- 
ant limitations,  if  not  deemed  sufficient,  others 
might  eaisily  be  added  ;  the  arrangement,  for  ex- 
ample, miffht  be  temporary ;  adopted,  in  the  first 
instance,  tor  a  short  period,  and  only  to  be  con- 
tinued in  the  event  of  its  being  found  on  trial,  to 
operate  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  With  this  un- 
derstanding, a  speedy  termination  would,  at  least, 
be  insured,  to  any  objectionable  result  attending 
its  operation ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  interests  as  dear 
to  humanity,  an  experiment,  of  which  the  advan- 
tage, as  to  its  main  object,*  is  certain  and  com- 
plete, the  inconvenience,  contingent  and  momen- 
tary, might  surel)r  be  reconciled  with  a  due  re- 
gard to  considerations  exclusively  national. 

Supposing  that  inconvenience  should  be  found, 
in  practice,  to  press  unequally  on  either  of  the  two 
parties,  Great  Britain,  and  not  the  United  States, 
IS  most  likely  to  Imve  cause  of  complaint,  inas- 
much as  the  greater  extent  of  her  trade,  especially 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  must  naturally  expose  her, 
in  a  greater  degree,  to  any  injurious  consequences 
of  the  agreement.  Great  Britain,  however,  is  less 
disposed  to  shrink  from  any  sacrifice,  by  which 
she  can  materiallv  advance  the  sacred  cause  of 
abolition,  than  to  lament,  and,  if  possible,  to  dis- , 
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pel  those  mistaken  notiods,  and  unfounded  jeal- 
ousies, which  deprive  her  exertions  of  their  full 
efiect,  and  serve,  but  too  successfully,  to  protract 
the  existence  of  a  mischief,  which  all  unite  in  de- 
ploring. In  point  of  principle,  the  honor  of  neither 
nag  would  be  tarnished,  by  having  its  protection 
withdrawn  for  a  season  from  those  who  perpetrate 
the  atrocities  of  the  slave  trade ;  and  permit  me, 
sir,  to  add,  that  what  Great  Britain  is  ready  to  al- 
low, in  a  matter  so  vital  to  her  pride  and  to  her 
power,  may  surely  be  allowed,  reciprocally,  by 
any  other  nation,  however  scrupulous  m  the  main- 
tenance of  its  maritime  independence. 

That  an  agreement  between  our  respective  cab- 
inets, founded  on  a  mutual  right  of  search,  thus 
guarded  and  explained,  would  fail  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  the  American  Senate,  or  that  a  nation 
SQ  inquiring  and  enlightened  as  the  United  States, 
would  conlound  the  proposed  measures  with  that 
practice,  which  afforded  matter  of  painful  conten- 
tion during  the  last  wars  in  Europe,  is  what  I  am 
extremely  unwilling  to  anticipate.  The  two  ob- 
jects are.  in  fact,  so  totally  distinct  from  each  other, 
in  principle,  purpose,  and  mode  of  execution,  that 
the  proposal  of  the  British  Government  need  only 
be  presented  to  the  examination,  I  will  not  say  of 
a  select  and  experienced  assembly,  but  of  the 
people  at  large,  in  order  to  be  seen  in  its  true  bear- 
mgs. 

So  far  is  the  British  proposal  from  tending  to 
commit  the  American  Government  on  the  long 
disputed  question  of  the  belligerent  right  of  search, 
that,  if  it  may  be  supposed  to  touch  that  question 
at  all,  it  appears  rather  to  operate  in  the  sense  of 
the  United  States,than  unfavorably  for  their  view 
of  the  subject. 

The  officers  intrusted  on  either  side  with  the 
duty  of  examininj^  suspected  vessels,  would  neces- 
sarily act  under  instructions  calculated  to  insure 
a  perfect  harmony  between  the  principle  and  tl^e 
application  of  this  conceded  right;  nor  is  it  to  be 
feared  that  they  would  presume,  in  any  case,  to 
extend  the  visit  thus  authorized  at  sea,  beyond  the 
particular  and  specified  object  to  which  it  is  meant 
to  be  confined. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request,  sir,  that  you  will 
again  accept  the  assurance  of  my  highest  consid- 
eration. X 

STRATFORD  CANNING. 
•  Hon.  J.  Ct.  Adamb,  Se&ySl<^fi^  fc- 


Mr.  Adanu  to  Mr.  Canning. 

DePARTMfiNT  OF  State/ 

Washington,  June  24,  1823. 

Sir  :  In  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  of  ad- 
dressing you,  on  the  31st  of  March  last,  a  propo^ 
sal  was  made,  to  be  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  your  Grovernment,  that  the  principle  assumed 
in  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
of  15th  May,  1820,  of  considering  and  punishing 
the  African  slave  trade  as  piracy ,  should  be  adopt- 
ed as  the  basis  of  a  stipulation  by  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  ;  and  to  be 
urged  separately  upon  the  adoption  of  France, 
and  upon  the  other  maritime  nations  of  Europe, 
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io  the  manner  most  condutiire  to  its  ultimate  sue* 
cess.  It  was  observed  that  this  offer  was  presented 
as  a  substitute  for  that  of  conceding  a  mutual 
right  of  search,  and  a  trial  by  mixed  commis- 
sions, to  which  the  United  States  could  not  be 
reconciled,  and  which  would  be  rendered  useless 
by  it. 

Your  letter  of  the  8th  of,  April,  to  which  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  reply,  intimates  that  His  Majes- 
ty's Government  will  be  disposed  to  receive  this 
offer  onl^  as  an  acknowledgment  that  measures 
more  efficient  than  any  now  generally  in  force, 
are  indispensable  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade;  and  that,  although  they  have  never  op- 
posed the  consideration  oi  any  other  plan,  brought 
forward  as  equally  effective^  yet,  having  from  the 
first  regarded  a  mutual  limited  concession  of  the 
right  of  search,  as  the  only  true  and  practical  cure 
for  the  evil,  their  prevailing  sentiment  will  be  of 
regret  at  the  unfavorable  view  still  taken  of  it  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Your  let- 
ter, therefore,  urges  a  reconsideration  of  the  pro- 
posal for  this  mutual  ri^ht  of  search,  and,  by  pre- 
senting important  modifications  of  the  [>roposal 
heretofore  made,  removes  some  of  the  objections 
which  bad  been  taken  to  it  as  insuperable,  while  it 
offers  argumentative  answers  to  the  others  which 
had  been  disclosed  in  my  previous  cooununica- 
tions  on  this  subject  to  you. 

In  the  treaties  of  Great  Britain  with  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  the  Netherlands,  for  the  suppression 
of  the  slave  trade,  heretofore  communicated,  with 
the  invitation  to  the  United  States  to  enter  into, 
similar  engagements,  three  principles  were  in- 
volved, to  neither  of  which  the  Crovernment  of 
the  United  States  felt  itself  at  liberty  to  accede. 
The  first  was  the  mutual  concession  of  the  right 
of  search  and  capture,  in  time  of  peace,  over 
merchant  vessels,  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  The 
second  was,  the  exercise  of  that  right  even  over 
vesseb  under  convoy  of  the  public  officers  of  their 
own  nation ;  and  the  third  was,  the  trial  of  the 
captured  vessels  by  mixed  commissions  in  colo- 
nial settlements,  under  no  subordination  to  the  or- 
dinary judicial  tribunals  of  the  country  to  which 
the  partv  brought  before  them  for  trial  should  be- 
long. In  the  course  of  the  correspondence  re- 
lating to  these  proposals,  it  has  been  suggested 
that  a  substitute  for  the  trial  by  mixed  commis- 
sions might  be  agreed  to  i  and,  tn  your  letter  of 
the  8th  of  April,  an  expectation  is  authorized,  that 
an  arrangement  for  the  adiudieation  of  the  ves- 
sels detained,  might  leave  them  to  be  disposed  of 
in  the  ordinar]r  way,  by  the  sentence  of  a  Court 
of  Admiralty  in  the  countrv  of  the  captor,  or 
place  them  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a  similar 
court  in  the  country  to  which  they  belonged  ;  to 
the  former  alternative,  of  which  you  anticipate 
the  unhesitating  admission  of  the  United  Sutes, 
in  consideration  of  the  aggravated  nature  of  the 
crime,  as  acknowledged  by  their  laws,  which 
would  be  thus  submitted  to  a  foreign  jurisdiction. 
But  it  was  precisely  because  the  jurisdiction  was 
foreign  that  the  objection  was  taken  to 'the  trial 
by  mixed  commissions ;  and  if  it  transcended  the 
Uonstitutional  authority  of  the  Government  of 


the  United  States  to  subject  the  persoDs,  property, 
and  reputation  of  their  citizens,  to  the  deeiaiom 
of  a  court  partly  composed  of  their  own  country- 
men, it  might  seem  needless  to  remark,  that  the 
Constitutional  objection  could  not  dimiaish  in 
proportion  as  its  cause  should  increase,  or  that  the 
Power  incompetent  to  make  Amorican  citia^s 
amenable  to  a  court  consisting  one-half  of  foreiga- 
ers,  should  be  adequate  to  place  their  liberty,  their 
fortune,  and  their  fame,  at  the  disposal  of  tribu- 
nals entirely  foreign,    I  would  further  remark ^ 
that  the  sentence  of  a  Court  of  Admiralty  in  the 
country  of  the  captor,  is  not  the  ordmairy  «ty  by 
which  the  merchant  vessels  of  one  oatioa,  takea 
on  the  high  seas  by  the  officers  of  anocher,  axe 
tried  in  time  of  peace.    There  is,  in  the  ordiaary 
way,  no  right  whatever  existing,  to  take,  to  searck 
or  even  to  board  them ;  and  f  take  this  occasiee 
to  express  the  great  satisfaction  with  whieh  «c 
have  seen  tliis  principle  solemnly  recogsiacd  bjr 
the  recent  decision  of  a  British  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty.   Nor  is  the  aggravation  of  the  crtoae  far 
the  trial  of  which  a  tribunal  may  be  institnicd,  a 
cogent  motive  for  assenting  to  the  principle  of 
subjecting  American  citizens,  their  rights  and  in- 
terests, to  the  decision  of  foreign  eonru ;  for,  al- 
though Great  Britain,  as  you  remark,  may  be 
willioff  to  abandon  those  of  her  subjects  who 
defy  the  laws  and  tarnish  the  character  of*  their 
country,  by  participating  in  this  trade,  to  tiie  dis- 
pensation ot  justice  even  by  foreign  hands,  the 
United  States  are  bound  to  remember  thai  the 
power  which  enables  a  court  to  try  the  guilty,  aa- 
thorizes  them  also  to  pronounce  upon  the  fate  of 
the  innocent ;  and  that  the  very  question  of  gwSU 
or  innocence  is  that  which  the  protecting  care  of 
their  Constitution  has  reserved  for  the  citizens  of 
this  Union,  to  the  exclusive  decision  of  their  owa 
countrymen.   This  principle  jias  not  been  deputed 
from  by  the  statute  which  has  branded  the  slave 
trader  with  the  name,  and  doomed  him  to  tht 
punishment  of  a  pirate.    The  distinction  betweea 
pi/roicy  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  jwnqr  bf  stat- 
ute, is  well  known  and  understood  in  Gteai  Brit- 
ain ;  and  while  the  former  subjects  the  canagres- 
sor  guilty  of  it  to  the  jurisdiction  of  any  aa^  every 
country  into  which  he  may  be  brought,  or  where- 
in he  mav  be  taken,  the  latter  foras  a  fail  oC  the 
municipal  criminal  code  of  the  connlry  where 
it  is  enacted,  and  can  be  tried  only  by  iu  owa 
courts. 

There  remains  the  suggestion  that  the  slave 
trader,  captured  under  the  mutual  conoeasion  of 
the  power  to  make  the  capture,  might  be  delivered 
over  to  the  jurisdiction  of  his  own  conntry.    Thu 
arrangement  would  not  be  liidile  to  tbe  Constita- 
tional  ol^ectioB  which  must  ever  apply  Io  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  mixed  commission^  or  of  the 
admiralty  courts  of  the  captor.    And  if  yoor  note 
is  to  be  understood  as  presenting  it  in  tbe  charac- 
ter of  an  alternative,  to  which  your  Governaieat 
is  disposed  to  accede,  I  am  authorized  to  say  that 
the  President  considers  it  as  sufficient  to  remove 
the  insuperable  obstacle  which  had  precluded  the 
assent  of  the  United  States  to  tbe  former  propo- 
sals of  your  Grovernment,  resulting  from  the  chat- 
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acter  and  composition  of  the  tribunals  to  whom 
the  question  of  guilt  or  innocence  was  to  be  com- 
mitted. 

The  objectfons  to  the  right  of  search,  as  inci- 
dent to  the  right  of  detention  and  captur^  are  also 
in  a  very  considerable  deffree  removed  by  the  in- 
troduction of  the  principle  that  neither  of  them 
should  be  exercised,  but  under  the  responsibility 
of  the  captor  to  the  tribmals  of  the  captured  party, 
in  damages  and  costs.  This  guard  against  the 
abuses  of  a  power  so  liable  to  abuse  would  be 
indispensable ;  but  if  the  provision^  necessary  for 
securing  effectually  its  practical  operation  would 
reduce  the  right  itself  to  a  power  merely  nominal, 
the  stipulation  of  it  in  a  treaty  would  serve  rather 
to  mark  the  sacrifice  of  a  great  and  precious  prin- 
ciple, than  to  attain  the  end  for  which  it  would  be 
given  upb 

In  the  objections  heretofore  disclosed  to  the  con* 
cession  desired,  of  the  mutual  and  qualified  right 
of  search,  the  principal  stress  was  laid  upon  the 
repugnance  which  such  a  concession  would  meet 
in  the  pubtic  feeling  of  this  country,  and  of  those 
to  whom  its  interests  are  intrusted  in  the  depart- 
ment of  this  Government,  the  sanction  of  which 
is  required  for  the  ratification  of  treaties.    The 
irritating  tendency  of  the  practice  of  search,  and 
the  inequalities  of  its  present  operation,  were 
slightly  noticed,  and  have  been  contested  in  argu- 
ment, or  met  by  propositions  of  possible  pallia- 
tives, or  remedies  for  anticipated  abuses,  in  your 
letter.    But  the  source  and  foundation  of  all  these 
objections  was  in    our    former    correspondence 
scarcely  mentioned,  and  never  discussed.    They 
consist  in  the  nature  of  the  right  of  search  at  sea, 
which^  as  recognised  or  tolerated  by  the  usage  of  na- 
tions, IS  a  right  exclusively  of  war,  never  exercised 
but  by  an  outrage  upon  the  .rights  of  peace.    It  is 
an  act  analogous  to  that  of  searching  the  dwelling- 
houses  of  individuals  on  the  land.    The  vessel  of 
the  navigator  is  his  dwelling-^house,  and  like  that, 
in  the  sentimentof  every  people  that  cherishes  the 
blessings  of  personal  liberiy  and  security,  ought 
to  be  a  sanctuary  inviolable  to  the  hand  of  power, 
unless  upon 'the  most  unequivocal  public  neces- 
sity, and  under  the  most  rigorous  personal  respon* 
sibiiity  of  the  intruder.    Search  at  sea,  as  recog- 
nised by  all  maritime  nations,  is  confined  to  the 
single  oibject  of  finding  and  taking  contraband  of 
war.    By  the  law  of  nature,  when  two  nations 
conflict  together  in  war,  a  third  (remaining  neu- 
tral) reUins  all  ito  rights  of  peace  and  friendlv 
intercourse  with  both.    Each  belligerent,  indeed, 
acquires  by  war  the  right  of  preventing  a  third 
party  from  administering  to  his  enemy  the  direct 
and  immediate  materials  of  war ;  and,  as  inci- 
dental to  this  right,  that  of  searching  the  mer- 
chant vessels  of  the  neutral  on  the  high  seas  to  find 
them.    Even  thus  limited,  it  is  an  act  of  power 
which  nothing  but  necessity  can  justify,  inasmuch 
as  it  cannot  be  exercised,  but  by  carrying  the  evils 
of  war  into  the  abodes  of  peace,  and  by  visiting 
the  innocent  with  some  of  the  penalties  of  guilt. 
Among  the  modern  maritime  nations  an  usoffe 
has  crept  in,  not  founded  upon  the  law  of  nature — 
n«fer  universally  admitted^^-often  successfully  re- 


sisted— and  against  which  all  have  occasionally 
borne  testimony,  by  renouncing  it  in  treaties — of 
extending  this  practice  of  search  and  seizure  to  aU 
the  property  of  the  enemy  in  the  vessel  of  the 
friend.  The  practice  was,  in  its  origin,  evidently 
an  abusive  and  wrongful  extension  of  the  search 
for  contraband,  effected  by  the  bellifferent,  because 
he  was  armed;  submitt^  to  by  the  neutral,  be- 
cause he  was  defenceless ;  and  acquiesced  in  by 
bis  Sovereign,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  a  rem- 
nant of  peace,  rather  than  become  himself  a  party 
to  the  war.  Having  thus  occasionally  been  prac- 
tised by  all  as  belligerents,  and  submitted  to  by 
all  as  neutrals,  it  has  acquired  the  force  of  an 
usage,  which,  at  the  occurrence  of  every  war,  the 
belligerent  may  enforce  or  relinquish,  and  which 
the  neutral  may  suffer  or  resist  at  their  respective 
options. 

This  search  for,  and  seizure  of,  the  property  of 
an  enemy  in  the  vessel  of  a  friend,  is  a  relict  of 
the  barrarous  warfare  of  barbarous  ages;  the 
cruel,  and,  for  the  most  part,  now  exploded  sys- 
tem of  private  war.  As  it  concerns  the  enemy 
himself,  it  is  inconsistent  with  that  mitigated 
usage  of  modern  wars,  which  respects  the  private 
property  of  individuals  on  the  land.  As  relates 
to  the  neutral,  it  is  a  violation  of  his  natural  right 
to  pursue,  unmolested,  his  peaceful  commercial 
intercourse  with  his  friend.  Invidious  as  is  its 
character,  in  both  theiie  aspects,  it  has  other  essen- 
tial characteristics,  equally  obnoxious.  It  is  an 
uncontrolled  exercise  of  authority,  by  a  man  in 
arms,  over  a  man  without  defence ;  by  an  ofi&cer 
of  one  nation  over  the  citizen  of  another ;  by  a 
man  intent  upon  the  annoyance  of  his  enemv,  re- 
sponsible, for  the  act  of  search,  to  no  tribunal,  and 
always  prompted  to  balance  the  disappointment 
of  a  fruitless  search,  by  the  abusive  exercise'  of 
his  power,  and  to  pqnish  the  neutral  for  the  verv 
clearness  of  his  neutralitv.  It  has,  in  short,  all 
the  features  of  unbridlea  power,  stimulated  by 
hostile  and  unsocial  passions. 

I  forbear  to  enlarge  upon  the  further  extension 
of  this  practice,  by  referring  to  injuries  which  the 
United  States  experienced,  when  neutral,  in  a 
case  of  vital  importance ;  because,  in  dieting  a 
plan  for  the  attainment  of  an  object,  which  both 
nations  have  e<}ually  at  heart,  it  is  desirable  to 
avoid  every  topic  which  may  excite  painful  sen- 
sations on  either  side.  I  have  adverted  to  the  in- 
terest in  question,  from  necessity,  it  being  one 
which  could  n6t  be  lost  sight  of  in  the  present 
discussion. 

Such  being  the  view  taken  of  the  right  of 
search,  as  recognised  by  the  law  of  nations,  and 
exercised  by  belligerent  Powers,  it  is  due  to  can- 
dor to  state,  that  my  (xovemment  has  an  insu- 
perable objection  to  its  extension  by  treaty,  in  any 
manner  whatever,  lest  it  might  lead  to  conse- 
quences still  more  injurious  to  the  United  States, 
and  especially  in  the  circumstance  alluded  to. 
That  the  proposed  extension  Will  operate,  in  time 
of  peace,  aiid  derive  its  sanction  from  compact, 
presents  no  inducements  to  its  adoption.  On  the 
contrary,  they  form  strong  objections  to  it.-  Every 
extension  of  the  right  ofsearch,  on  the  principles 
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of  that  right,  is  disapproTed.  If  the  freedom  of 
the  sea  is  abridged  bjr  compact  for  any  new  pur- 
pose, the  example  may  lead  to  other  changes. 
And  if  its  operation  is  extended  to  a  time  of  peace, 
as  well  as  of  war,  a  new  system  will  be  com- 
menced for  the  dominion  of  the  sea,  which  may, 
e?entually,  especially  by  the  abuses  into  which 
it  may  lead,  confound  all  distinction  of  time  and 
circumstances,  of  peace  and  of  war,  and  of  rights 
applicable  to  each  State. 

The  United  States  have,  on  great  consideration, 
thought  it  most  advisable  to  consider  this  trade  as 
piracy,  and  to  treat  it  as  such.  They  have  thought 
that  the  trade  itself  might,  with  great  propriety, 
be  placed  in  that  class  of  offences  >  and  that,  by 
placing  it  there,  we  should  more  effectually  ac- 
complish the  great  object  of  suppressing  the  trade, 
than  by  any  other  measure  which  we  could 
adopt. 

To  this  measure,  none  of  the  objections  which 
have  been  urged  against  the  extension  of  the 
ri^ht  of  search,  appear  to  be  applicable.  Piracy 
being  an  offence  against  the  human  race,  has  its 
well  xnown  incidents  of  capture  vnd  punishment 
by  death,  by  the  people  and  tribunals  of  every 
country.  By  making  this  trade  piratical,  it  is  the 
nature  of  the  crime  which  draws  after  it  the  ne- 
cessary consequences  of  capture  and  punishment. 
The  United  States  have  done  this  by  an  act  of 
Congress,  in  relation  to  themaelves.  They  have, 
also,  evinced  their  willingness,  and  expressed  their 
desire,  that  the  change  should  become  general,  by 
the  consent  of  every  other  Power,  whereby  it 
would  be  made  the  law  of  nations.  Till  then, 
they  are  bound,  by  the  injunctions  of  their  Con- 
stitution, to  execute  it,  so  far  as  it  respects  the 
punishment  of  their  own  citizens,  by  their  own 
tribunals.  They  consider  themselves,  however, 
at  liberty,  until  that  consent  is  obtained,  to  co-op- 
erate, to  a  certain  extent,  with  other  Powers,  to 
insure  a  more  complete  effect  to  their  respective 
acts;  they  placing  themselves,  severally,  on  the 
same  ground,  by  legislative  provisions*  It  is  in 
this  spirit,  and  lor  this  purpose,  that  I  have  made 
to  you  the  proposition  under  consideration. 

By  making  the  slave  trade  piratical,  and  at- 
taching to  it  the  punishment,  as  well  as  the  odium, 
incident  to  that  crime,  it  is<  believed  that  much 
has  been  done  by  the  United  States  to  suppress  it 
in  their  vessels  and  hy  their  citizens.  If  your 
Government  would  unite  in  this  policy,  it  is  not 
doubted  that  the  happiest  consequences  would  re- 
sult from  it.  The  example  of  Great  Britain,  in  a 
manner  so  decisive,  could  not  fail  to  attract  the 
attention  and  command  the  respect  of  all  her  Eu- 
ropean neighbors.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  United 
States  that  no  measure,  short  of  that  proposed, 
will  accomplish  the  object  so  much  desired  ;  and 
it  is  the  earnest  desire  of  my  Government,  that 
the  Government  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  may 
co-operate  in  carrying  it  into  effect. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  renewed  assu- 
rances of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  %  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Stratford  Canning, 

Envoy  Extraordinary,  ^c 


EaArtbd  of  a  leUerJhm  Mr,  Adam  to  Mr,  NduL 

dated 
Department  of  State, 

Waahingtmi,  April  28, 1823. 
"  A  resolution  of  the  House  of  RepreKoUiiTes, 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  requests  the  Presi- 
dent to  enter  upon,  and  to  prosecute,  from  dme  to 
time,  such  negotiations  with  the  several  nurimoe 
Powers  of  Europe  and  America,  as  he  may  deem 
expedient,  for  the  effectual  abolitioa  of  the  Afri- 
cau  slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  deDUDciatioa  u 
piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  coDse&t 
of  the  civilized  world. '  You  will  take  an  orlj 
opportunity  to  make  known  this  disposition  to  (he 
Spanish  Government;  communicating  to  thea 
copies  of  the  fourth  and  ^fth  sections  of  the  ict 
of  3d  March,  1819,  which  declares  this  traffic  pe 
ratical  when  pursued  by  citizens  of  the  Uoited 
States;  and  you  will  express  the wiUingnestf 
the  American  Grovernment  to  enter  into  n^tii- 
tions  •  for  the  purpose  of  declaring  it  so,  ^  ilie 
common  consent  of  nations." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adane  to  Mr.  Rodujii 

dated 
Department  of  State, 

Waehingtaa,  Ma/^  17, 1823. 

^^  A  resolution  of  the  House  ot  Represenuttre, 
at  the  late  session  of  Congress,  requests  tbePie- 
sident  of  the  United  States  to  enter  opoo,  ud 
prosecute,  from  time  to  time,  such  negotiitioos, 
with  the  several  maritime  Powers  of  Europe  ud 
America,  as  he  may  deem  expedient  for  the  efiee- 
tual  abolitioa  of  the  African  slave  trade,  aod its 
ultimate  denunciation,  as  piracy,  under  the  Uv 
of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the  civilized  worid. 

^'In  pursuance  of  the  object,  proposed  bf  t^ 
resolution,  you  will  communicate  to  theGoreriH 
meint  of  Buenos  Ayres,  copies  of  the  sevetalacts 
of  Congress,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  tiade, 
of  the  20th  of  April,  1818 ;  (U.  S.  Uvs,  roL  6, 
page  325;)  3d  March,  1819,  (page  435,)  aod  of 
15th  May,  1820,  (page  529 :)  pointing  their  at- 
tention, particularly,  to  the  fourth  and  fifth  <ec- 
tions  of  the  list,  which  subject  to  \ht  peotities  of 
piracy  every  citizen  of  (he  United  Siates^^itf 
of  active  participation  in  the  Africusltve  trade. 
The  adoption  of  this  principle,  in  the  legislatiTe 
code  of  all  the  maritime  nations,  woold,  of  iise^^i 
probably,  suffice  for  the  suppression  of  the  trade. 
But,  as  it  would  yet  not  authorize  the  armed  ves- 
sels of  any  one  nation  to  capture  those  of  another, 
engaged  in  the  trade,  a  stipulation  to  that  effect 
might  be  agreed  to,  by  treaty,  conditioned  that  (he 
captor  shall  deliver  over  the  captured  party  to  the 
tribunals  of  his  own  country  for  trial;  to  whiek 
should  be  added|Some  guard  of  responsibility  ap^ 
the  capturing  officer^  to  prevent. the  abHsive  exer- 
cise of^his  power." 


Extract  from  the  General  Instructions  to  Rkhofd  C 
Anderson^  appointed  MinUter  PlmpotentiaTy  t9  tk 
Republic  of  Colombia^  dated 

Departaient  of  State, 

WashvngitQU,  May  27, 1824. 
"A  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representaiiw, 
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at  the  late  session  of  Congress,  requests  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  enter  upon,  and  to 
prosecute,  from  time  to  time,  such  negotiations 
with  the  several  maritime  Powers  of  Europe  and 
America,  as  he  may  deem  expedient  for  the  effec- 
tual abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade,  and  its 
ultimate  denunciation  as  piracy,  under  the  law  of 
nations,  by  the  consent  or  the  civilized  world. 

'*  In  pursuance  of  this  subject,  you  will  com- 
municate to  the  Colombian  Government  copies  of 
the  several  acts  of  our  Congress  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade,  of  the  20th  of  April,  1816, 
U.  S.  Laws,  vol.  vi.  p.  325,)  of  3d  March,  1819, 
^p.  435,)  and  of  15th  May,  1820,  (page  629,)  point- 
ing their  attention  particularly  to  the  4th  and  5th 
sections  of  the  last,  which  subject  to  the  penal- 
ties of  piracy  every  citizen  of  the  United  States 
guilty  of  active  participation  in  the  African  slave 
trade.  The  adoption  of  this  principle  in  the  le- 
gislative code  of  all  the  maritime  nations,  would, 
of  itself,  probably,  suffice  for  the  suppression  of 
the  trade ;  but,  as  it  would  yet  not  authorize  the 
armed  vessels  of  any  one  nation  to  capture  those 
of  another  engaged  in  the  trade,  a  stipulation  to 
that  effect  may  be  agreed  to  by  the  treaty,  condi- 
tioned that  the  captor  shall  deliver  over  the  cap- 
tured party  to.  the  tribunals  of  his  own  country 
for  trial ;  to  whicli  should  be  added  some  guard 
of  responsibility  upon  the  capturing  officer,  to  pre- 
vent the  abusive  exercise  of  nis  powers.'' 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Rush, 

dated 

Department  of  State, 

WaMngton,  June  24, 1823. 

"A  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
almost  unanimously  adopted  at  the  close  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  requested  '  the  President'  of 
the  United  States  to  enter  upon,  and  to  prosecute, 
from  time  to  time,  such  negotiations  witn  the  sev- 
eral maritime  Powers  of  Europe  and  America,  as 
he  may  deem  expedient,  for  the  effectual  abolition 
of  the  African  stave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  de- 
nunciation as  piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by 
the  consent  of  the  civilized  werld.' 

''At  the  two  preceding  sessions  of  Congress, 
committees  of  the  House  had  proposed  a  resolu- 
tion, expressed  in  more  general  terms,  that '  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  en- 
ter into  such  arrane;ement8  as  he  may  deem  suita- 
ble and  proper,  with  one  or  more  of  the  maritime 
Powers  of  Europe,  for  the  effectual  abolition  of 
the  African  slave  trade ;'  and  this  resolution  had, 
in  each  case,  been  tiie  conclusion  of  a  report,  re- 
commending that  the  United  States  should  accede 
to  the  proposal  of  a  nnitual  and  qualified  conces- 
sion ot  the  right  of  search.  The  sentiments  of 
the  committee  were,  in  this  respect,  different  from 
those  which  had  been  expressed  by  the  Executive 
Department  of  the  Ck>vernment,  in  its  previous 
correspondence  with  that  of  Great  Britain.  No 
decision,  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  was 
made  upon  these  resolutions,  proposed  at  the  pre- 
ceding sessions;  bat,  upon  the  adoption  of  that 


which  did  pass  at  the  last  session,  it  was  well  as- 
certained, that  the  sentiments  of  the  House,  in  re- 
gard to  the  right  of  search,  coincided  with  those 
of 'the  Executive;  for  they  explicitly  rejected  an 
amendment  which  was  moved  to  the  resolution, 
and  which  would  have  expressed  an  opinion  of 
the  House,  favorable  to  the  mutual  concession  of 
that  right. 

''  You  have  been  fully  informed  of  the  corres- 
pondence between  the  Governments  of  the  United 
States  and  of  Great  Britain  concerning  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade  heretofore;  and  have 
been,  from  time  to  time,  effectually  instrumental 
to  it  yourself.  You  are  aware  of  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  proposals,  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  that  the  United  States  should  accede  to 
the  stipulations  similar  to  those  which  she  had 
succeeded  in  obtaining  from  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
the  Netherlands,  were  on  our  part  declined. 

''  The  subject  was  resumed  by  the  British  Min- 
ister residing  here,  Mr.  S.  Canning^  a  short  time 
before  the  decease  of  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry. 
It  was  suggested  that,  since  the  total  disappear- 
ance of  the  British  and  American  flags,  as  well  as 
of  those  of  the  nations  which  had  consented  to 
put  the  execution  of  their  laws  aprainst  the  trade 
under  the  superintendedbe  of  British  naval  offi- 
cers, it  continued  to  flourish  under  that  of  France; 
that  her  laws,  though  in  word  and  appearance 
equally  severe  in  proscribing  the  traffic,  were  so 
remiss  in  the  essential  point  of  execution,  that 
their  effect  was  rather  to  encourage  than  to  saj>- 
press  it;  and  the  American  Government  was 
urged  to  join  in  friendly  representations  to  that  of 
France,  by  instructing  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris  to  concur  in  those  which  the 
British  Ambassador  at  that  Court  had  been  charged 
with  making,  to  insure  a  more  vigilant  fulfilment 
of  the  prohiDitory  laws.  This  invitation,  at  that 
time  given  only  in  oral  conference,  was  also  de- 
clined, from  an  impression  that  such  a  concur- 
rence might  give  umbrage  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment, and  tend  rather  to  irritation  than  to  the 
accomplishment  of  the  object  for  which  it  was 
desired.  Mr.  Gbllatin  was,  nevertheless,  instruct- 
ed separately  to  bring  the  subject  to  the  notice  of 
the  French  Government,  and  did  so,  by  a  note 
communicating  to  them  copies  of  the  recent  laws 
of  the  United  States  for  the  suppression  of  the 
trade,  and  particularly  of  that  by  which  it  has 
subjected  every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who, 
after  the  passage  of  the  law,  should  be  poUated 
with  it,  to  the  penalties  of  piracy. 

^  On  the  29th  of  January  last,  Mr.  Canning,  in 
a  letter  to  this  Department,  repeated  the  invita- 
tion of  a  joint  and  concurrent  remonstrance,  to  be 
made  by  th6  British  Ambassador^  and  our  Minis- 
ter in  France ;  and  at  the  same  time  called,  with 
ffreat  earnestness,  upon  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  either  to  accede  to  the  principle  of 
the  mutual  and  qualified  riffht  of  search,  emphati- 
cally pronounced,  in  his  belief,  to  be  the  onlv 
effectual  measure  devised,  or  likely  to  be  devised, 
*'  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  end,  or  to  brin^ 
forward  some  other  scheme. of  concert,"  which  it 
again  declared  the  readiness  of  His  Majesty's 
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Minister  to  examiDC  with  respect  and  candor,  as 

a  substitute  for  that  of  the  British  Cabinet. 

"However  discouraging  this  call  for  an  altern- 
ative might  be,  thus  coupled  as  it  was  with  so 
decisive  a  declaration  of  belief,  that  no  efi^ctual 
alternative  had  been,  or  was  likeljr  to  be,  devised, 
an  op|>ortunitv  was  offered,  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  adopt- 
ed at  the  close  of  the  late  session  of  Congress,  lor 
proposing  a  substitute,  in  our  belief  more  effectual 
than  the  right  of  search  could  be,  for  the  total  and 
final  suppression  of  this  nefarious  trade,  and  less 
liable  either  to  objections  of  principle,  or  to  abuses 
of  practice. 

"  This  proposition  was  accordingly  made  in  my 
letter  to  Mr.  Canning  of  the  31st  of  March  last,  to 
which  his  letter  of  the  8th  of  April  was  the  an- 
swer. In  this  answer,  Mr.  Canning  barely  no- 
tices our  proposition  to  express  an  opinion  that 
his  Government  will  see  in  it  nothing  but  au  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  necessity  of  further  and 
more  effectual  measures,  and  then  proceeds  with 
an  elaborate  review  of  all  the  objections  which, 
in  the  previous  correspondence  between  the  two 
Governments,  had  been  taken  on  our  part  to  the 
British  connected  proposal  of  a  mutual  right  of 
search,  and  a  trial  by  mixed  commissions.  Our 
objection  had  been  of  two  kinds;  first,  to  the 
mixed  commissions,  as  inconsistent  with  our  Con- 
stitution ;  and  secondly,  to  the  right  of  search,  as 
a  dangerous  precedent,  liable  to  abuse,  and  odious 
to  the  feelings  and  recollections  of  our  country. 
.  "  In  this  letter  of  Mr.  Canning,  the  proposal  of 
trial  by  mixed  commissions,  is  formally  with- 
drawn, and  an  alternative  presented  as  practica- 
ble, one  side  of  which  only,  and  that  the  inad- 
missible side,  is  distinctly  offered,  namely,  of  trial 
by  the  courts  of  the  captor.  The  other  side  of  the 
alternative  would,  indeed,  remove  our  Constitu- 
tional objection,  apd  with  it  mi^ht  furnish  the 
means  of  removing  the  orincipal  inherent  objec- 
tion to  the  concession  ot  the  ri^ht  of  search,  that 
by  which  the  searching  officer  is  under  no  respon- 
uble  control  for  that  act. 

"  But,  in  our  previous  correspondence,  our  strong 
repugnance  to  the  right  of  search  had  been  ad- 
verts! to,  merely  as  a  matter  of  fact,  without  tra- 
cing it  to  its  source,  or  referring  to  its  causes.  The 
object  of  this  forbearance  had  been  to  avoid  all 
unnecessary  collision  with  feelings  and  opinions, 
which  were  not  the  same  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  and  upon  ours.  They  had  been  willingly 
left  undiscussed.  This  letter  of  Mr.  Canning, 
however,  professedly  reviewing  all  the  previous 
corresponclence,  for  the  removal  or  avoidance  of 
our  objections,  and  contesting  the  4nalogy  between 
the  right  of  search,  as  it  had  been  found  obnoxious 
to  us,  and  as  now  proposed  for  our  adoption  by  for- 
mal compact,  I  have  been  under  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  pointing  out  the  analogies  really  existing 
between  them,  and  of  showing  that,  as  right  of 
search,  independent  of  the  riffht  of  capture,  and 
irresponsible,  or  responsible  only  to  the  tribunals  of 
the  captor,  it  is,  as  proposed,  essentially,  liable  to  the 
same  objections,  as  it  had  been,  when  exercised 
as  a  belligerent  right.    Its  encroaching  character. 


founded  in  its  nature  as  an  irresponsible  exercise  of 
force,  and  exemplified  in  its  extension  from  search 
for  contraband  of  war,  to  search  for  enemies?  pro- 
perty, and  thence  to  search  for  men  of  the  searcher^s 
own  nation,  was  thus  necessarily  brought  into  view, 
and  coimected  the  exhibition  of  the  erils  inherent 
in  the  practice,  with  that  of  the  abuses  which  have 
been  found  inseparable  from  it. 

'*  We  have  declared  the  slave  trade,  so  far  as  it 
may  be  pursued  by  citizens  of  the  United  Sutes^ 
piracy ;  and,  as  such,  made  it  punishable  with  death. 
The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repreaeotatives 
recommends  negotiation,  to  obtain  the  consent  of 
the  civilized  world  to  recognise  it  as  piracy,  uadct 
the  law  of  nations.    One  of  the  properties  of  that 
description  of  piraci^  is,  that  those  who  are  guilty 
of  it  may  be  taken  up  on  the  high  seas,  and  tried 
by  the  courts  of  every  nation.    But,  by  the  pre- 
vailing customary  law,  they  are  tried  only  by  the 
tribunals  of  the  nation  to  which  the  vessel  belongs 
in  which  the  piracy  was  committed.     The  crime 
itself  has  been,  however,  in  modera  timesy  of  so 
rare  occurrence,  that  there  is  no  uniformity  in  the 
laws  of  the  European  nations  with  regard  to  this 
point,  of  which  we  have  had  remarkable  aad  de- 
cisive proof  within  these  five  years,  in  the  case 
of  piracy  and  murder,  committed  on  board  the 
schooner  Plattsburg,  a  merchant  vessel  of  the 
United  States.    Nearly  the  whole  of  her  oew 
were  implicated  in  the  crime,  which  was  com- 
mitted on  the  high  seas     They  carried  the  vesKi 
into  Christiansand,  in  Norway,  there  abandoned 
her,  and  dispersed;  three  of  them  were  taken  np 
in  Denmark,  one  in  Sweden^  one  at  Dantzig,  in 
Prussia,  and  one  in  France.    Those  taken  np  in 
Denmark,  and  in  Sweden,  were  delivered  np  to 
officers  of  the  United  States,  brought  to  this  coun- 
try, tried,  convicted,  and  executed.     The  maa 
tak<en  at  Danizig,  was,  by  the  consent  of  the  Prus- 
sian Government,  sent  to  Elsineur,  and  there  con- 
fronted with  those  taken  in  Denmark.     The  eri- 
dence  against  him  on  the  examination  was  decis- 
ive, but,  as  he  persisted  in  the  refusal  to  coniiess 
his  guilt,  the  Prussian  Government,  boood  by 
an  established  maxim  of  their  munieipiiiaw,  de- 
clined either  to  deliver  him  up,  or  to  try  him  them- 
selves, but  sent  him  back  to  Dantzig,  thcfe  to 
remain  imprisoned  for  life.    The  French  Govern* 
ment,  upon  advisement  of  the  highest  judiciai  au- 
thority of  the  Kingdom,  declined,  also,  either  to 
try  the  man  taken  up  there,  or  to  deliver  him  q|l 
unless  upon  proof  of  his  ffuilt  being  produced 
against  bin^  at  the  place  where  he  was  confined; 
with  which  condition,  it  not  having  been  in  oar 
power  to  comply,  the  man  remained  there,  also  in 
prison,  presumably  for  life.    From  these  incidenti, 
It  is  apparent  that  there  is  no  uniformity  in  the 
modes  of  trial,  to  which  piracy,  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, is  subjected  in  different  European  countries; 
but  that  the  trial  itself  is  considered  as  the  right 
and  the  duty  only  of  the  nation  to  which  the  ves- 
sel belongs,. on  board  of  which  the  piracy  was  com- 
mitted.    This  was,  however,  a  piracy,  committed 
on  board  of  a  vessel  by  its  own  crew.     External 
piracies,  or  piracies  committed  by,  and  from  one 
vessel  against  another,  may  be  tried  by  the  courts 


3021 


APPENDIX. 


3022 


The  Africm  Slaw  Trade. 


of  any  country,  bat  are  more  asually  tried  by  those  of 
the  country  whose  vessels  have  been  the  sufferers 
of  the  piracy,  as  many  of  the  Cuba  pirates  have 
been  tried  in  the  British  West  India  islands,  and 
some  of  them  in  our  courts. 

"  This  principle  we  should  wish  to  introduce 
into  the  sjstem,  by  which  the  slave  trade  should 
be  recognised  as  piracy  under  the  law  of  nations  \ 
nameljr,  that,  although  seizable  by  the  officers  and 
authorities  of  everv  nation,  they  should  be  triable 
only  by  the  tribunals  of  the  country  of  the  slave-tra- 
ding vessel.  This  provision  is  indispensable  to 
guard  the  innocent  navigator  aeainst  vexatious  de- 
tentions, and  all  the  evils  of  arbitrary  search.  In 
committing  to  foreign  officers  the  power^  even  in 
a  case  of  conventional  piracy,  of  arresting,  con- 
fining, and  delivering  over  for  trial,  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  we  feel  the  necessity  of  guard- 
ing his  rights  iVom  all  abuses,  and  from  the  appli- 
cation of  any  laws  of  a  country  other  than  his 
own. 

''  The  draught  of  a  convention  is  herewith  en- 
<;losed,  which,  if  the  British  Government  should 
agree  to  treat  upon  this  subject  on  the  basis  of  a 
legislative  prohibition  of  the  slave  trade  by  both 
parties,  under  the  penalties  of  piracy,  you  are  au- 
thorized to  propose  and  to  conclude.  These  ar- 
ticles, however,  are  not  offered  to  the  exclusion  of 
others  which  may  be  proposed  on  the  part  of  the 
British  Government  nor  is  any  one  ot  them,  ex- 
cepting the  first,  to  be  insisted  on  as  indispensable, 
if  others  equally  adapted  to  answer  their  purposes 
should  be  proposed.  It  is  only  from  the  consider- 
ation of  the  crime  in  the  character  of  piracy,  that 
ive  can  admit  the  visitation  of  our  merchant  ves- 
sels by  foreign  officers  for  any  purpose  whatever, 
and  in  that  case  only  under  the  most  effective  re- 
sponsibility of  the  officer  for  the  act  of  visitation 
itself  and  for  every  thine  done  under  it. 

'*  If  the  sentiments  of  the  British  Government 
should  be  averse  to  the  principle  of  declaring  the 
trade  itself,  by  a  legislative  act,  piratical,  you  will 
not  propose,  or  communicate  to  them,  the  enclosed 
project  of  convention.  Its  objects,  you  will  dis- 
tinctly understand,  are  two-fold  :  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  resolutionof  the  House  of  Representatives; 
and  to  meet,  explicitly  and  fully,  the  call  so  ear- 
nestly urged  by  the  British  Government,  that,  in 
declining  the  proposals  pressed  by  them  upon  us, 
of  conceding  a  mutual  and  qualified  right  of  search, 
-we  should  offer  a  substitute  for  their  consideration. 
The  substitute,  by  declaring  the  crime  piracy, 
carries  with  it  the  right  of  search  for  the  pirates, 
existing  in  the  very  nature  of  the  crime.  But,  to 
the  concession  of  the  right  of  search,  distinct  from 
the  denomination  of  the  crime,  our  objections  re- 
main in  all  thieir  original  force. 

"  It  has  been  intimated  by  Mr.  S.  Canning, 
that  the  suggestion  itself,  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, of  the  propriety  of  their  passing  a  legislative 
act,  might  excite  in  them  some  repugnancy  to  it. 
We  should  regret  the  excitement  of  this  feeling, 
which  the  very  nature  of  the  negotiation  seems 
to  foreclose.  Besides  the  legislative  enactments 
which  have  virtually  been  pressed  upon  us,  by  all 
the  invitations  to  concede  tne  right  of  search,  and 


to  subject  our  citizens' to  trial  for  violations  of  our. 
own  laws,  by  foreign  tribunals,  Great  Britain,  in 
almost  all  her  slave-trade  treatie?,  has  required, and 
obtained,  express  stipulations,  for  the  enactment  of 
prohibitory  laws,  by  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
the  Netherlands.  It  was  not  expected  that  she  would 
receive  with  reluctance,  herself,  a  mere  invitation 
to  that  which  she  had  freely  and  expressly  required 
from  others.  Still,  if  the  sentiment  should  exist, 
we  would  forbear  pressing  it  to  the  point  of  irri- 
tation, by  importunity,  i  ou  will,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, simply  state,  that^  if  the  British  Govern- 
ment is  prepared  to  proclaim  the  slave  trade  piracy, 
by  statute,  you  are  authorized  to  propose  and  to 
conclude  a  convention,  by  which  the  mutual  co- 
operation of  the  naval  force  of  Great  Britain  and 
of  the  United  States  may  be  secured,  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  law,  which,  on  that  contingency, 
will  be  common  to  both.  Should  the  obstacle  to 
the  preliminary  prove  insuperable,  you  will  refer 
the  objections,  on  the  part  of  the  British  Cabinet, 
to  this  Government,  for  consideration. 

.  (<By  the  loose  information  hitherto  communica- 
ted in  the  public  journals,  it  would  seem  that  the 
proposition  for  recognising  the  slave  trade  as  pi- 
racy, by  the  Law  of  Nations,  was  discussed  at 
the  Congress  of  Verona.  We  are  expecting  the 
communication  of  the  papers  relating  to  this  sub- 
ject, promised  by  Lord  Liverpool  to  be  laid  before 
Parliament.  Heretofore,  although  the  United 
States  have  been  much  solicited  and  urged  to 
concur  in  the  measures  of  Great  Britain  and  her 
allies,  for  the  suppression  of  the  trade,  they  have 
been  always  communicated  to  us  as  purposes  con- 
summated, to  which  the  accession  of  the  United 
States  was  desired.  From  the  general  policy  of 
avoiding  to  intermeddle  in  European  affairs,  we 
have  acquiesced  in  this  course  of  proceeding;  but, 
to  carry  fully  into  effect  the  late  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  to  pursue  the  dis- 
cussions, hereafter,  with  Great  Britain  herself, 
whether  upon  her  proposals  or  upon  ours,  it  is  ob- 
viously proper  that  communication  should  be 
made  to  us  of  the  progress  of  European  negotia- 
tion, for  accomplishing  the  common  purpose,  while 
it  is  in  deliberation.  If  we  are  to  co-operate  in 
the  result,  it  is  just  that  we  should  be  consulted, 
at  least,  with  regard  to  the  means  which  we  are 
invited  to  adopt." 


SUPPRESSION  OF  THE   SLAVE  TRADE. 

A  Ckmvenium /br  the  9uppre$9icn  of  Piracy,  committed 
hy  the  African  Slave  Trade, 

Article  1.  The  two  high  contracting  Powers, 
having  each  separately,  by  its  own  laws,  subjected 
their  subjects  and  citizens,  who  may  be  convicted 
of  carrying  on  the  illicit  traffic  in  slaves  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  to  the  penalties  of  piracy,  do 
hereby  agree  to  use  their  influence,  respectively, 
with  the  other  maritime  and  civilized  nations  of 
the  world,  to  the  end  that  the  said  African  slave 
trade  maybe  recognised  and  declared  to  be  piracy, 
under  the  law  of  nations. 

AaTicLE  2.  It  is  agreed  by  the  high  contracting 
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parties,  that  the  commanders  and  commissioned 
officers  of  either  nation,  duly  authorized,  under  the 
regulations  and  instructions,  of  their  respective 
Governments,  to  cruise  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  of 
America,  or  of  the  West  Indies,  for  the  suppres- 
aion  of  the  slave  trade,  shall  be  authorized,  under 
the  conditions,  limitations,. and  restrictions,  here- 
inafter mentioned,  to  capture  and  deliver  over  to 
the  duly  authorized  and  commissioned  officers  of 
the  other,  any  ship  or  vessel  carrying  on  such 
illicit  traffic  in  slaves,  under  the  flag  of  the  said 
other  nation,  or  for  the  account  of  their  subjects 
or  citizens,  to  be  sent  in  for  trial  and  adjudication 
by  the  tribunals  of  the  country  to  which  such 
slave  ship  or  vessel  shall  belong.    And  the  said 
commanders  and  commissioned  officers  shall  be 
further  authorized  to  carry^,  or  send  in,  any  such 
slave-trading  ship,  so  by  them  captured,  into  the 
ports  of  the  country  to  which  such  slave-trading 
ship  shall  belong,  for  trial  by  the  tribunals,  and 
conformably  to  the  laws,  of  said  country.    But 
the  slave  ship,  so  captured,  shall  not  be  sent  into 
the  ports,  or  tried  by  the  tribunals 'of  the  captor. 
Article  3.  If  any  naval  commander  or  com- 
missioned officer  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
shall,  on  the  high  seas,  or  any  where  without  the 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Slates,  board,  or 
cause  to  be  boarded,  any  merchant  vessel  of  Great 
Britain,  and  risit  the  same  as  a  slave  tradier,  or  on 
suspicion  of  her  being  engaged  in  carrying  on  the 
illicit  traffic  in  slaves,  in  every  case,  whether  the 
said  visited  vessel  shall  be  captured  and  delivered 
over,^  of  sent  into  the  ports  of  her  own  country  for 
trial  and  adjudication,  or  not,  the  boarding  officer 
shall  deliver  to  the  master  or  commander  of  the 
risited  vessel  a  certificate  in  writing,  signed  by  the 
said  boarding  officer  with  his  name,  and  the  addi- 
tion of  his  rank  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  name  of  the  public  vessel  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  her  commander,  by  whose  order 
the  said  visit  shall  have  been  ordered ;  and  the 
said  certificates  shall  declare,  that  the  only  object 
of  the  said  visit  is  to  ascertain  whether  the  said 
British  merchant  vessel  is  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  or  not ;  and  if  found  to  be  so  engaged,  to 
take,  and  deliver  her  over  to  the  officers,  or  the 
tribunals  of  her  own  nation,  for  trial  and  adjudi- 
cation.   And  the  commander  of  the  said  public 
vessel  of  the  United  States  shall,  when  he  delivers 
her  over  to  the  officers  or  tribunals  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, deliver  all  the  papers  found  on  board  of  the 
captured  vessel, indicating  her  national  character, 
and  the  objects  of  her  voyage,  and  with  them  a 
Hke  certificate  of  visitation,  in  writing,  signed  by 
his  name,  with  the  addition  of  his  rank  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  name  of  the  public 
yessel  commanded  by  him^  together  with  the 
name  and  rank  of  the  boarding  officer,  by  whom 
the  said  visit  was  made.    This  certificate  shall, 
also,  specify  all  the  papers  received  from  the 
master  of  the  vessel  detained,  or  visited,  or  found 
on  board  the  vessel,  and  shall  contain  an  authentic 
declaration,  eihibiting  the  state  in  which  he  found 
the  vessel  detained,  and  the  changes,  if  any,  which 
have  taken  place  in  it,  and  the  number  of  slaves, 
if  any,  found  on  board  at  the  moment  of  detention.  | 


And  the  same  duties  herein  described  shall  deToUe 
upon  every  commander,  or  commissioaed  officer, 
or  the  royal  navy  of  Great  Britain,  by  whom,  or 
by  whose  order,  any  merchant  vessel  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States,  or  navigating  under  their  flag,  shall  be 
visited  for  the  said  purposes^  and  upon  the  boird- 
ing  officer  by  whom  the  visit  shall  be  effected,  oi 
the  high  seas,  or  any  where  without  the  territoriil 
jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain. 

Article  4.  No  merchant  vessel  of  either  of  tlie 
contracting  parties,  under  the  convoy  of  a  public 
vessel  of  her  own  nation,  shall,  under  any  cireom- 
stances  whatever,  be  captured,  or  visited  by,  or 
from,  any  public  vessel  of  the  other  ttatioii,is 
being  engaged,  or  on  suspicion  of  being  engaged, 
in  the  slave  trade. 

Article  5.  No  search  shall  be  made  by,oi 
under  the  orders  of,  the  commander  or  boardiog 
officer  of  any  public  vessel  of  either  party  Tislting 
any  merchant  vessel  of  the  other,  as  being  engaged, 
or  under  suspicion  of  being  engaged,  in  the  slan 
trade,  excepting  such  as  may  be  necessary  to  as- 
certain if  there  he  slaves  on  board  for  the  parposes 
of  the  said  traffic,  or  other  proof  that  the  said  res- 
sel  is  so  engaged.  No  person  shall  be  taken  oai 
of  the  said  visited  or  captured  merchant  vessel  of 
either  nation,  by  the  commanding  officer  of  tk 
visitinff  vessel,  or  under  his  order.  Nor  shall  aaf 
part  of  the  cargo  of  the  said  visited  vessel  be  tt- 
moved  out  of  her,  until  delivered  over  to  the  offi- 
cers, or  tribunals,  of  her  own  nation. 

Article  6.  When  a  merchant  vessel  of  eiiber 
nation  shall  be  captured,  as  being  engaged  la  tbe 
slave  trade,  by  any  commander,  or  coounisioDed 
officer,  of  the  navy  of  any  other  nation,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  commander  of  any  public  ship 
of  the  navy  of  the  nation  to  which  tbe  captored 
vessel  shall  belong,  upon  the  offer  thereof  bein; 
made  to  him  by  the  commander  of  the  ctpturiog 
vessel,  to  receive  into  his  custody  the  vessd  to 
captured,  and  to  carry,  or  to  send,  the  lame  iiito 
the  ports  of  his  own  country,  for  trial  and  adju- 
dication.   And  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the 
said  vessel, an  authentic  declaration  shall  Kdrm 
no,  in  triplicates,  signed  by  both  the  ooounajidefs 
of  the  delivering  and  of  the  receiving  ressel,  one 
copy  of  which  shall  be  kept  by  each  of  them,  sla- 
ting the  circumstances  of  the  delivery;  the  con- 
dition of  the  vessel  captured,  at  the  litneof  the 
delivery ;  the  number  of  slaves,  if  any,oa  board 
of  her ;  a  list  of  all  the  papers  received,  or  foand 
on  board  of  her  at  the  time  of  capture,  and  delir- 
ered  over  with  her,  and  the  names  of  the  master 
or  commander  of  the  captured  vessel,  andof  crery 
person  on  board  of  her,  other  than  the  slaves,  at 
the  said  time  of  delivery ;  and  the  third  copy  of  tbe 
said  declaration  shali  be  transmitted  with  the 
said  captured  vessel,  and  the  papers  found  on  board 
of  her,  to  one  of  the  ports  of  the  country  to  which 
the  said  captured  vessel  shall  belong,  to  be  pro- 
duced before  the  tribunal  appointed,  or  aathocized, 
to  decide  upon  the  said  capture;  and  the  cotn- 
manderof  the  said  cap  turingvessel  shall  be  author- 
ized to  send  the  boardino;  officer,  and  one  or  two 
of  his  crew,  with  the  said  captured  vessel,  io  ap- 
pear as  witnesses  of  the  ^cts  in  relation  to  her 
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capture  and  detention,  before  the  said  tribunal. 
The  reasonable  expenses  of  which  witnesses,  in 
proceeding  to  the  place  of  trial,  during  their  ne- 
cessary detention  there,  and  for  their  return  to 
their  own  country,  or  to  rejoin  their  station  in  its 
service,  shall  be  allowed  by  the  tribunal  of  trial : 
and  in  case  of  the  condemnation  of  the  captured 
vessel,  be  defrayed  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
thereof  J  and  in  case  of  the  acquittal  of  the  said 
ressel,  they  shall  be  paid  by  the  Qorernment  of 
the  capturing  officer. 

Article  7.  The  commander  or  commissioned 
officer  of  the  navy  of  either  of  the  contracting 
parties,  having  captured  a  merchant  vessel  of  the 
other,  as  being  encfaged  in  the  slave  trade,. if  there 
be  no  public  vedsel  of  the  nation  to  which  the  said 
captured  vessel  belongs,  cruising  upon  the  same 
station,  to  the  commander  of  whom  the  said  cap- 
tured vessel  may  be  delivered  over  as  stipulated  in 
the  precedin^g  article,  shall  carry  or  send  the  said 
captured  vessel  to  some  convenient  port  of  her 
own  country,  there  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  com- 
petent tribunal  for  trial  and  adjudication.  And 
the  said  captured  vessel  shall  there  be  libelled,  in 
the  name  and  behalf  of  the  captors ;  and  in  case 
of  the  condemnation  of  the  said  vessel,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  thereof  and  of  her  cargo,  if  also 
condemned,  shall  be  paid  to  the  commander  of 
the  said  capturing  vessel^  for  the  benefit  of  the 
captors;  to  be  distributed  according  to  the  estab- 
lished rules  of  the  service  of  the  nation  to  which 
such  capturing  vessel  shall  belong,  for  the  distri- 
bution of  prize  money. 

Article  8.  The  captain  or  commander  and 
crew  of  the  said  vessel,  so  captured  and  sent  in  for 
trial  and  adjudication,  shall  be  proceeded  against 
conformably  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  wherein td 
thev  shall  be  so  brought  upon  tbe  charge  of  piracy, 
by  being  engaged  in  the  African  slave  trade;  and 
the  captain,  or  commander,  the  boarding  officer, 
and  otner  persons  belonging  to  the  capturing  vessel 
shall  be  competent  witnesses  to  the  facts  relating 
to  the  said  charge  and  to  the  capture  of  the  said 
vessel,  to  which  they  shall  be  personally  knowing. 
But  every  such  witness,  upon  the  criminal  trial 
for  pirac/y  shall  be  liable  to  be  challenged  by  the 
person  accused,  and  set  aside  as  incompetent,  un- 
less he  shall  release  and  renounce  all  his  indi- 
vidual claim  to  any  part  of  the  prize  mbney,  upon 
the  condemnation  of  the  vessel  and  cargo. 

Article  9.  It  is  agreed  between  the  high  con- 
tracting parties  that  the  right  ef  visitios,  captur- 
ing, and  delivering  over  for  trial  the  vessels  engaged 
in  the  African  slave  trade,  and  assuming  their 
respective  flags,  is  mutually  conceded  to  the  offi- 
cers of  their  respective  navies,  on  the  considera- 
tion that  they  have,  by  their  respective  taws, 
declared  their  citizens  and  subjects,  actively  par- 
ticipating in  the  said  traffic,  guilty  of  the  crime 
of  piracy. 

That  no  part  of  this  Convention  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  authorize  the  detention,  search,  or 
visitation,  of  the  merchant  vessels  of  either  nation, 
by  the  public  officers  of  the  navy  of  the  other, 
except  vessels  engaged  in  the  African  slave  trade, 
or  for  any  other  purpose  whatever  than  that  of 


seizing  and  delivering  up  the  persons  and  vessels 
concerned  in  that  traffic,  for  trial  and  adjudica- 
tion, by  the  tribunals  and  laws  of  their  own 
country. 

Article  10.  It  is  further  agreed'  that  this  right 
of  visiting,  detaining,  and  delivering,  over  for 
trial,  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  shall  be 
exercised  only  by  the  commissioned  officers  of  the 
navy  of  the  parties,  respectively,  furnished  with 
instructions  trom  their  respective  Governments, 
for  the  execution  of  their  respective  laws  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  That  the  board- 
ing officer,  and  the  captain,  or  commander,  of  the 
vessel  exercising  these  rights,  or  either  of  them, 
shall  be  personally  responsible  in  damages  and 
costs  to  the  master  and  owners  of  every  merchant 
-vessel  so  by  them  delivered  over,  detained,  or  vis- 
ited, for  every  vexatious  or  abusive  exercise  of  the 
right.  In  the  case  of  every  vessel  delivered  over, 
as  herein  stipulated,  for  trial,  the  tribunal  shall  be 
competent  to  receive  the  complaint  of  the  master, 
owner,  or  owners,  or  of  any  person  on  board  oi 
such  captured  vessel,  or  interested  in  the  property 
of  her  cargo  at  the  time  of  her  detention,  and  on 
suitable  proof  of  such  vexatious  or  abusive  deten- 
tion or  visitation,  to  award  reasonable  damages 
and  costs  to  the  sufferers,  to  be  paid  by  the  said 
commanding  or  boarding  officer,  or  either  of  them, 
so  charged  with  vexatious  or  abusive  detention, 
or  visit.  And  the  high  contracting  parties  agree 
that  their  respective  Governments  shall,  in  everv 
such  case,  cause  payment  to  be  made  of  all  such 
damages  and  costs  so  awarded^  to  the  persons  so 
entitled  to  receive  them,  within  twelve  months 
from  the  date  of  such  award.  And  if  any  case  of 
such  vexatious  or  abusive  detention,  or  visit,  should 
occur,  in  which  the  vessel  detained  or  visited  shall 
not  be  delivered  over  for  trial  and  adjudication,  as 
herein  provided,  the  c;ommander  and  boarding 
officer  by  whom  such  vexatious  and  abusive  de-, 
tention  or  visit  shall  have  been  made,  shall,  also, 
be  responsible  in  costs  and  damages  to  the  sufferers, 
upon  complaint  before  the  competent  Admiralty 
Cfourt  of  the  country  of  the  said  commander  and 
boarding  officer.  And  the  respective  Govern- 
ments shall,  in  like  manner,  cause  payment  to  be 
made  of  any  damages  and  costs  awarded  by  said 
court,  within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  the 
awards 

Article  11.  A  copy  of  this  Convention,  and 
of  the  laws  of  the  two  countries  actually  in  force, 
for  the  prohibition  and  suppression  of  the  African 
slave  trade,  shall  be  furnished  to  every  commander 
of  the  public  vessels,  instructed  to  carry  into  effect 
such  prohibition.  And  in  case  any  such  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  Great  Britain,  shall  deviate  in  any  respect 
from  the  dispositions  of  this  treaty,  and  from  the 
instructions  of  his  Government  conformable  to  it, 
the  Government  which  shall  conceive  itself  to  be 
wronged  by  such  conduct  shall  be  entitled  to  de- 
mand reparation ;  and  in  such  case  the  Govera- 
ment  of  the  nation^  to  the  service  of  which  he 
may  belong,  binds  itself  to  cause  inquiry  to  be, 
made  into  the  subject  of  the  complaint,  and  to 
inflict  upoa  him,  if  he  be  found  to  have  deserved 
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it,  a  punishment  proportioned  to  t(ie  transgression 
which  may  have  Deen  committed. 

Article  12.  The  present  Treaty,  consisting 
of articles,  shall  oe  ratified,  and  the  ratifica- 
tions exchanged  within  one  year  from  this  date, 
or  sooneis  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  respective  Plenipoten- 
tiaries have  signed  the  same,  and  thereanto  affixed 
their  seals. 

Done  at ,  the day  of ,  in  the  year 

of  our  Lord • 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Jtftdd^on.— No.  17. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  28, 1823. 

Sir  :  At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Gon- 

Sress,  a  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  almost  unanimously,  requesting 
**  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  enter  upon, 
and  to  prosecute,  from  time  to  time,  such  negotia- 
tions with  the  several  maritime  Powers  oi  Eu- 
rope and  America,  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  for 
the  effectual  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade, 
and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as  piracy,  under  the 
law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the  civilized 
world." 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  instructions  for 
earryinff  it  into  effect  have  been  given  to  the  Min- 
isters of  the  United  States  destined  to  the  Repub- 
lics of  Colombia  and  Buenos  Ayres,  and  to  the 
Minister  who  has  recently  departed  for  Spain. 
But,  as  a  negotiation  for  co-operation  to  effect  the 
suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  had  al- 
read)r  been  commenced  with  Great  Britain,  a  spe- 
cial instruction  upon  the  subject  was  forwarded 
to  Mr.  Rosh,  together  with  a  full  power,  and  a 
draught  of  a  convention,  to  be  proposed,  m  sub- 
stance, to  that  Gh)yernment,  and  which  he  has 
been  authorized  to  conclude. 

A  copy  of  that  instruction  and  draught  are 
herewith  enclosed ;  the  general  terms  ot  which 
you  will  communicate,  at  such  time,  and  in  such 
manner,  to  the  Imperial  Russian  Government,  as 
you  shall  think  proper. 

You  will,  also,  communicate  to  them  the  pur- 
port of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives above  cited,  and  copies  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  prohibiting  the  slave  trade.*  You 
will  particularly  invite  ueir  attention  to  the  two 
sections  of  the  act  of  the  15th  May,  1820,  by 
which  this  offence,  when  committed  by  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  is  subjected  to  the  penalties  of 
piracy. 

The  proposal  that  this  principle  should  be  re- 
cognised by  the  general  consent  of  civilized  na- 
tions, recommended  by  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  appears  to  be  substantially  the 
same  with  that  made  by  Great  Britain,  at  the 
Congress  of  Verona.  It  was  not  acceded  to  by 
any  one  of  the  other  Powers  there  assembled,  and 
the  Conferences  on  this  subject  terminated  there 
by  a  mere  renewal  of  the  joint  declaration  against 
the  traffic,  of  the  Congress  at  Vienna.  So  long 
as  the  trade  shall  not  be  recognised  as  piracy  by 


the  law  of  nations,  we  cannot,  according  to  our 
Constitution,  subject  our  citizens  to  trial  for  being 
engased  in  it,  by  any  tribunal  other  than  those  of 
the  United  States. 

The  admission  of  the  crime  as  piracy,  by  the 
law  of  nations,  would  seem  necessarily  to  sabjeet 
the  perpetrators  of  it  to  capture^  by  the  armed  foree 
of  every  nation.  And  this  might  endanger  the 
lawful  commerce  of  the  maritime  nations,  by  sub- 
jecting them  to  the  abuses  of  vexations  searches, 
without  some  special  provision  to  gnard  against 
them. 

This  is  the  object  of  the  stipulations  proposed 
in  the  draught  herewith  transmitted;  requiriag 
that  all  vessels  of  one  nation,  which  nmy  be  cap- 
tured as  slave  traders  by  the  craisers  of  anotbo, 
should  be  delivered  over  for  trial  to  the  tribuoab 
of  their  own  country. 

You  will  see  that  Mr.  Rush  is  instructed  to 
correspond  with -you  upon  this  subject.  If  the 
draugnt  of  the  articles  enclosed  should  lead  to 
the  conclusion  of  a  convention  between  the  Ush 
ted  States  and  Great  Britain,  a  eommunicntioo  of 
it  to  the  Russian  Government  will  be  made  ai 
soon  as  possible,  and  we  shall  propose  that  His 
Imperial  Majesty's  accession  to  it,  if  agreeable  to 
him,  shall  be  invited. 

In  the  mean  time,  jo^  will  informally  snggeet 
to  his  Ministry,  that  it  will  be  the  desire  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  ptoceed  in 
this  matter,  in  perfect  good  onderstandiag  and 
harmony  with  tnem ;  and  you  will  farther  iaii- 
mate  that,  as  this  has  now  become  a  general  coa- 
cern  of  the  whole  civilized  world,  an4  as  Great 
Britain  is  negotiating,  jciintly  and  mvendly^  with 
each  and  every  of  her  allies  in  Rorope^  aput, 
and  again  with  them  altogether,  while  she  is  also 
separately  treating  with  us,  we  wish  it  to  be  con- 
sidered whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  on  all 
sides,  that  communications  should  oe  made  to  us 
of  ail  the  jointly  concerted  measures,  while  they 
are  mere  proposals ;  and  not  that  the  knowledge 
of  them  should  be  withheld  from  us,  until  thrf 
are  matured  into  positive  treaties. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  yoor^  Ac 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Hbnrt  MinnLBTON, 

Envoy,  fc,  at  St.  Petsrtlburff, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Everett-^No.  10. 

Department  of  Statk, 
Washingt^m,  Aug.  8,  1823. 

Sir  :  At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Coa- 
gross,  a  resolution  was  adopted,  almost  unaoi- 
mously,  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  "That 
the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  be  requested  to 
enter  upon,  and  to  prosecute,  from  time  to  time, 
such  negotiations  with  the  several  maritime  Powers 
of  Europe  and  America  as  he.may  deem  expedient 
for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  African  slave 
trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as  piracy, 
under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the 
civilized  world.'' 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  instructions  for 
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carrpog  it  into  effect  have  beea  given  to  the 
Ministers  of  the  United  States,  destined  to  the 
Republics  of  Colombia  and  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
to  the  several  Ministers  of  the  United  States  in 
Europe. 

As  a  negotiation  for  co-operation  to  effect  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade  had  already  been 
commenced  with  Great  Britain,  a  special  instruc- 
tion upon  the  subject  has  been  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Rush,  together  with  a  fall  power,  and  a  draught  of 
a  convention  to  be  proposed  in  substance  to  the 
British  Government,  and  which  he  is  authorized 
to  conclude. 

A  necessary  preliminarv  to  the  conclusion  of 
the  proposed  convention,  snould  it  meet  the  assent 
of  the  British  Government,  will  be  the  enactment 
of  a  statute  declaring  the  crime  of  African  slave 
trading  piracy  by  the  British  law.  In  that  event, 
it  is  proposed,  by  proper  co-operation,  that  the 
ioflueoQe  of  the  two  Powers  should  be  exerted  to 
obtain  the  consent  of  other  nations  to  the  general 
outlawry  of  this  traffic  as  piracy.  In  the  mean 
time,  to  ^ive  at  once  effect  to  the  concert  of  both 
nations,  it  is  proposed  that  the  armed  vessels  of 
both,  duly  authorized  and  instructed,  shall  have 
power  to  capture  the  slave-trading  vessels  which 
may  assume  the  fla^  of  either,  and,  if  not  of  their 
own  nation,  to  deliver  over  the  captured  slave 
trader  to  the  officers  or  tribunals  of  his  own  coun- 
try for  trial  and  adjudication. 

This  principle  is  essential,  as  connected  with 
that  of  constituting  the  traffic  piracy  by  the  law 
of  nations.  So  long  as  the  offence  was  consid- 
ered as  of  inferior  magnitude,  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  forbade  tne  submission  of  it, 
when  charged  upon  their  citizens,  to  any  foreign 
tribunal ;  and  when  the  crime  and  the  punishment 
are  aggravated  to  involve  the  life  of  tne  accused, 
it  affords  but  a  more  imperative  inducement  for 
securing  to  him  the  benent  of  a  trial  by  his  coun- 
trymen and  his  peers. 

It  appears  that  at  the  conference  of  Verona  the 
proposition  was  made  by  the  British  Government 
that  the  slave  trade  snould  be  recognised  and 
proclaimed  as  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations.  We 
nave  therefore  reason  to  hope  that  the  proposal 
now  made  to  them,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  will  be  favorably  considered  by  them.  In 
that  case,  farther  communications  on  the  subject 
with  other  €k)vernments  will  ensue. 

In  the  mean  time,  to  fililfil  the  intentions  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  relation  to  the  Neth- 
erlands, you  will  communicate  to  their  Govern- 
ment a  copy  of  the  resolution,  together  with  cop- 
ies of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  prohibiting  the 
slave  trade,  with  particular  notice  of  the  two  sec- 
tions of  the  act  of  the  15th  of  May,  1820,  by  which 
the  crime  of  being  concerned  in  the  African  slave 
trade,  when  committed  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  is  declared  to  be  and  is  made  punishable 
as  for  piracy.  And  you  will  announce  the  readi- 
ness oi  the  American  Government,  should  it  suit 
the  views  of  His  Majesty^  the  King  of  the  Neth- 
erlands, to  enter  upon  a  negotiation,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  into  effect  the  object  of  the  reso- 
laiion  of  the  Hoose  of  Representatives—namely, 


the  denunciation  of  the  African  slave  trade  i 
piracy,  by  the  law  of  nations. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  yours,  dec. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

Alexander  H.  Evebett,  Esq., 

Chargi ePAffairee  U.S. to  the  Ne^herlande. 


Extructe  of  a  letter  {No,  &)from  Mr.  Adams  to  Gen- 
eral Dearboniy  Envoy  Extraordinary  aM  Minieter 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  StaUs^  at  Liebon^ 
dated 

Department  of  State, 

Waehinffton^  Aug.  U,  1823. 

<'  At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a 
resolution  was  adopted,  almost  unanimously,  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  <  That  the  President 
of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  enter  upon, 
and  to  prosecute,  from  time  to  time,  such  negoti* 
ations  with  the  several  maritime  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope and  America  as  he  may  deem  expedieilt,  for 
the  effectual  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade, 
and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as  piracy^  ander 
the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  ot  the  civilized 
world."* 

^  A  negotiation  for  concertinjg  measures  of  co« 
operation  to  effect  the  suppression  of  the  African 
slave  trade  had  already,  tor  several  years,  been 
pending  with  Great  Britain,  for  which  reason  a 
special  instraction  has  been  transmitted  to  Mr. 
Rush,  together  with  a  full  power,  and  a  draught  of 
a  convention  to  be  proposed,  in  substance,  to  the 
British  Gbvernment,  and  which  he  is  authorized 
to  conclude. 

'<  Should  this  proposal  meet  the  assent  of  the 
British  Government,  a  necessary  preliminary  to 
the  conclusion  of  the  convention  will  be  the  pas- 
sage of  an  act  of  Parliament,  declaring  the  crime 
of  African  slave  trading,  when  committed  by 
British  subjects,  piracy.    An  act  of  Congress  to 
that  effect,  as  relates  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  has  been  in  force,  as  you  are  aware,  these 
three  years.    When  the  crime  shall  have  been 
constituted  piracy  by  the  statute^  law  of  both 
countries,  each  with  reference  to  its  own  citizens 
or  subjects,  the  principle  offered  by  the  projected 
convention  is,  that  tne  armed  vessels  of  each, 
specially  empowered  and  instructed  to  that  end, 
shall  be  authorized  to  capture  slave-trading  ves- 
sels assuming  the  flag  of  the  other,  and  to  deliver 
over  the  captured  vessels  to  the  public  cruisers^  or 
to  the  tribunals  of  their  own  country,  for  triaL 
This  plan  is  offered  as  a  substitute  for  that  which 
was  offered  to  us  by  Great  Britain,  which  was 
predicated  on  the  treaties  already  concluded  be- 
tween that  Power  and  Spain,  Portugal,  and  the 
Netherlands.    The  leading  principle  oif  those  trea- 
ties was  the  mutual  concession  of  the  right  of 
maritime  search,  in  time  of  peace,  to  the  armed 
vessels  of  both,  cruising  for  slave  traders,  and  a 
mixed'  court  of  commissioners  and  arbitrators, 
sitting  in  colonial  possessions  of  the  parties,  for 
the  trial  of  the  delinquents.    To  this  system  the 
United  States  have  steadily  declined  tp  accede, 
for  two  reasons :  One,  because  they  had  an  invin- 
cible repugnance  to  subject  their  merchant  vessels 
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to  the  maritime  search  of  foreign  officers,  in  time 
of  peace:  anti  the  other,  because  the^r  could  not 
subject  their  citizens  to  the  jurisdiction  of  for- 
eign tribunals^  upon  trials  for  offences  against 
their  lays. 

*<At  the  conferences  of  Verona,  the  British 
Government  appears  to  have  proposed,  that  the 
African  slave  trade  should  be  declared  piracy  by 
the  law  of  nations.  This  is  the  same  proposition 
recommended  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States.  The  ulti- 
mate object  of  the  United  States  and  of  Great 
Britain,  therefore,  is  the  same. 

^  The  .negotiations  suggested  by  the  resolution 
of  the  House,  must  depend,  materially,  for  their 
character  and  progress,  with  reference  to  other 
Powers,  upon  the  event  of  that  which  is  thus  pend- 
ing with  Great  Britain.  The  instructions  to  the 
Mmisters  of  the  United  States  in  other  countries 
have,  therefore,  been  only  of  a  general  character.* 

^*  Portugal  is  the  only  maritime  Power  of  Europe 
which  has  not  yet  declared  the  African  slave  trade, 
without  exception,  unlawful.  Her  own  internal 
situation  has,  perhaps,  recently  tended  to  dimin- 
ish the  influence  oi  those  interests,  which  have 
heretofore  prevailed  to  delay  and  postpone  her 
acquiescence  in  the  principle  of  total  proscription 
upon  that  trade.  It  is  hoped  that  she  will  not 
much  longer  resist  the  predominating  spirit  of  the 
affe,  calling  so  loudly  upon  the  rulers  of  mankind 
effectually  to  put  down  the  crying  sin  of  that 
abominable  traffic. 

"In  communicating  to  the  Portusuese  Govern* 
ment  copies  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
prohibiting  the  slave  trade,  you  will  state^  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  will  be 
ready  to  enter,  at  any  time,  when  it  may  suit  the 
Tiews  of  that  of  Portugal,  upon  the  negotiation 
contemplated  by  the  resolution." 


Mr,  Rfuh  to  Mr,  Adame,  gMng  him  the  eubetanoe  of 
a  convereaHon  with  Mr.  Canning, 

[extracts.] 

London,  October  9, 1823. 

"  This  latter  subject,  (the  slave  trade,)  he  sai(L 
it  was  his  wish  to  take  in  hand  with  me  himself, 
and  thus  keep  it  detached  from  the  general  nego- 
tiations." 

'*  Whilst  we  were  speaking  of  the  mode  of  tak- 
ing up  the  question  ot  the  slave  trade,  I  did  not 
scruple  to  intimate,  even  at  this  early  stage,  that, 
unless  this  Gk)vernment  was  prepared  to  say,  that 
it  would  cause  a  statute  to  be  passed,  declaring 
the  trade  by  its  own  subjects  to  be  piracy,  and  ren- 
dering it  punishable  as  such,  in  manner  as  had 
been  done  by  the  United  States,  that  I  was  not 
authorized  to  'make  any  proposals  upon  the  sub- 
ject ;  that  this,  in  fact,  was  the  only  basis  upon 
which  it  fell  within  the  intentions  of  my  Govern- 
ment to  attempt  any  arrangement  of  the  subject 
whatever.  I  was  happy  to  hear  Mr.  Canning 
say,  in  reply,  that  he  did  not,  speaking  from  his 
first  impressions,  see  any  insurmountable  obsta-  I 


cle,  upon  this  score,  to  bur  proceeding  with  the 
subject." 

Extract  from  No.  11  of  Mr.  Shddon,  Chargt  d' Af- 
faires of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  to  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

Paris,  October  16, 182a 

"  In  the  same  conference,  I  also  infonoed  Mr. 
Chateaubriand  of  the  resolution  of  the  Hook  of 
Representatives  respecting  the  slave  trade,  which 
made  the  subject  of  your  despatch.  No.  2,  of  the 
14th  of  August.  He  repealed,  in  substance,  what 
he  had  before  stated  to  Mr.  Grallatin,  in  oonveisft- 
tion.  viz :  that  the  French  Gorernmeat  were  sta- 
cerely  desirous  of  putting  an  end  to  that  cnde, 
and  were  taking  aU  the  measures  in  their  pows 
to  effect  it,  by  pursuing  offenders,  and  executiag 
rigidly  the  laws  now  in  existence ;  but  that  iht 
public  opinion,  generally,  in  France,  and  more  es- 
pecially in  the  Chambers,  was  against  it,  owia^, 
not  only  to  the  prevalence  of  the  colonial  interest 
in  the  question,  but,  particalarly,  to  the  cireosi- 
stances  under  which  their  stipulations  with  Eaf- 
iand  upon  this  subject  had  been  made;  so  tender 
were  they  upon  this  point,  that  the  proposition  of 
adding  new  rigors  to  their  laws,  would  be  takes 
as  a  new  concession  to  that  Power,  and,  iast^d 
of  being  adopted  in  the  Chambers,  would  be  more 
likely  to  provoke  an  attempt  to  repeal  the  prohib- 
itory measures  already  established,  in  order  to  rid 
themselves,  in  that  way,  of  one  of  the  charges 
imposed  upon  them  by  the  foreign  oecopatioa ; 
that  time  was  necessary  to  wear  away  these  im- 
pressions; and,  until  that  should  hare  arrived,  ao 
Minister  in  France  could  be  strong  enough,  npoa 
this  point,  to  do  more  than  to  watch  over  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  already  in  force,  which  they 
were  now  disposed  to  do,  fully  and  faithfully, 
and  which,  if  not  entirely  efficient,  at  least  made 
the  prosecution  of  the  trade,  under  the  French 
flag,  hazardous  and  difficult. 

At  present,  therefore,  it  is  not  probaUe  that 
France  will  consent  to  the  proposal  of  the  Presi- 
dent, to  enter  upon  the  negotiations  eoutempiated 
by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  RepieseBCaii  ves» 
I  have,  however,  made  the  proposal,  in  obedience 
to  your  directions ;  and  have  the  honor  toencLosea 
copy  of  the  letter  to  Viscount  de  Chateaubriand, 
in  which  I  have  communicated  to  him  that  reso- 
lution.^ 


Extracts  from  No.  14  of  Mr,  Shddouy  Charpe  d' Af- 
faires ^  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Paris,  Ncfoember  5,  i823w 

"I  have  received  answers  from  Viscount  de 
Chateaubriand,  on  the  subject  of  the  new  and 
more  effective  measures  proposed  against  the  slave 
trade."  ' 

^'  On  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade,  the  answer 
manifests  a  disposition  to  adopt  such  new  provi- 
sions as  may  be  found  necessary,  for  its  moreeffSx- 
tual  suppression  ;  and  this  disposition  really  ex- 
ists; but,  after  what  Mr.  de  Chateaubriand  bad 
stated  in  conversation,  and  which  I  hare  already 
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communicated,  these  new  and  more  ngoroos  le* 
gisiative  provisions  can  only  be  introduced  gradu- 
ally, and  some  time  will  be  required  for  enecting 
that  jmrpose." 


Mr,  Sheldon  to  the  Viscount  de  Chateattbriand. 

Pabis,  October  15, 1823. 

Sir:  The  Minister  of  the  United  States  to  this 
Court  had,  some  time  before  he  left  Paris,  trans- 
mitted to  your  Excellency  copies  of  the  laws  suc- 
cessively adopted  by  the  United  States  for  the 
suppression  or  the  slave  trade.  This  communica- 
tion was  intended  for  the  special  purpose  of  mak- 
ing the  French  Government  acquainted  with  the 
fact,  that,  so  far  as  the  United  States  were  con- 
cerned, their  legislation  upon  this  subject  had  been 
ineffectual;  that  their  laws  had  been  violated, 
and  the  trade  bad  continued,  until  they  had  de- 
Dounced  against  it  the  highest  punishment  that  a 
human  tribunal  can  inflict.  Since  it  has  been 
declared  to  be  piracy,  and  punishable  with  death, 
the  American  flag  has  no  longer  been  soiled 
with  it. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that  body,  de- 
sirous that  the  co-ooeration  of  the  other  maritime 
Powers  might  be  obtained  in  measures  which  we 
had  found  to  be  so  efiectual,  formally  requested 
the  President  to  enter  upon,  and  prosecute,  nego- 
tiations with  those  Powers,  to  that  end.    I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  resolution 
adopted,  with  great  unanimity,  by  the  House  of 
RepreseaUtives,  upon  that  subject;  and  I  am  di- 
rected to  declare,  that  the  President  is  ready  to 
enter  upon  the  negotiation  contemplated  by  it 
with  France,  whenever  it  may  be  agreeable  to 
her.    Instructions  to  the  same  effect  have  been 
given  to  all  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  ac- 
credited to  foreign  Powers^  and  the  favorable  re- 
sults which  are  hoped  from  them  will  be  made 
known,  at  the  earliest  opportunities,  to  the  French 
Government.    It  may  be  expected  that  a  co-ope- 
ration in  measures  equally  effectual  with  those 
heretofore  brought  forward  for  the  suppression  of 
this  trade,  and  not  open  to  similar  objections,  will 
be  generally  and  readily  afforded. 

I  beg  to  offer  to  your  Excellency  the  renewed 
assurances,  dbc. 

D.  SHELDON. 


consideration.  I  have  requested  the  Keeper  of 
the  Seals  to  review,  with  great  care,  the  laws 
and  ordinances  which  have  Seen  made  in  France 
for  obtaining  the  abolition  of  the  trade ;  to  cer- 
tify, after  this  examination,  in  what  points  they 
may  be  insuflicient,  and  to  propose,  for  eomplet- 
ing  them,  in  case  of  need,  all  the  new  dispositions 
which  might  accord  with  the  independence  and' 
rights  of  the  flag,  and  which  might  appear  most 
proper  to  assure,  in  France,  in  an  efficacious  man* 
ner,  the  absolute  cessation  of  a  traffic  so  contrary 
to  the  rights  of  humanity. 
Accept,  sir,  the  assurances,  dtc. 

CHATEAUBRIAND. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Everetty  CKargi  d^Af- 
faireSj  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

"  Brussels,  November  20, 1823. 

''  I  have  received  from  the  Baron  de  Nagell  a 
preliminary  answer  to  my  note  of  the  7th,  upon 
the  slave  trade,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  en- 
close a  copy." 


[translation.] 
VieooutU  de  Chateaubriand  to  Mr,  SheUUm^ 

^      Paris,  October  29, 1823. 

Sir  :  You  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  me,  on 
the  15th  of  this  month,  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  had  only  attained  the  effectual 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade  by  making  it  piracy, 
and  by  rendering  those  guilty  of  it  liable  to  the 
^me  punishment.  You  have,  at  the  same  time, 
informed  me,  that  that  Government  was  disposed 
to  co-operate  with  the  other  Powers,  by  negotia- 
tions, to  attain,  by  the  same  means,  the  complete 
and  general  abolition  of  this  traffic. 

The  communication  which  you  did  roe  the 
honor  to  address  to  me,  cannot  but  deserve  great 


[translation.] 
Mr,  Everett  to  Baron  de  Nagell. 

Brussels,  November  7, 1823. 

.Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  subjoin,  to  your  Ez- 
cellencj,  by  order  of  my  Government,  a  printed 
copy  ot  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  for- 
bid their  citizens  to  pursue  the  slave  trade ;  also, 
a  copy'  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, of  the  8th  of  February,  1823,  by  which 
the  President  is  requested  to  concert,  with  the 
maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  and  of  America,  the 
measures  which  mav  be  most  proper  to  effect  the 
abolition  of  that  traoe,  and  to  maice  it,  by  the  uni- 
versal consent  of  the  civilized  world,  equivalent 
to  the  crime  of  piracy. 

Your  Excellency  will  remark,  that  it  is  already 
viewed  in  this  light  by  the  laws  of  the  Upited 
States.  The  act  of  loth  March,  1820,  declares, 
([section  4  and  5,)  that  the  persons  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Republic,  who  shall  be  engaged 
m  the  slave  trade,  either  by  seizing  these  unfortu- 
nates, by  force  or  fraud,  and  carrying  them  on 
board  their  vessels,  or  by  keeping  them  there,  and 
making  them  an  object  of  traffic,  shall  be  deemed 
pirates,  and  punished  with  death. 

In  fact,  this  pretended  commerce  bears  all  the 
characteristics  of  piracv :  that  is,  of  felony  com- 
mitted on  the  sea.  And,  as  it  has  been  denounced 
as  a  crime  by  the  greater  part  of  civilized  nations, 
it  ought  to  fall  into  the  particular  class  of  crimes 
to  which  it  naturally  belongs,  and  undergo  the 
penalties  which  the  usage  and  the  law  of  nations 
impose  upon  them.  An  unanimous  declaration 
of  the  Christian  Powers^  to  this  effect,  would  in- 
evitably produce  the  entire  cessation  of  the  trade. 
The  public  ships  of  each  Power  would  then  be 
authorized,  by  the  law  of  nations,  to  cruise  against 
the  persons  who  might  be  engaged  in  it.  without 
regard  to  the  color  of  the  flag  with  which  they 
might  pretend  to  be  sheltered.  Whilst,  if  the 
trade  is  only  regarded,  in  each  country,  as  an 
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offence  against  the  municilMil  laws,  it  would  be 
lawful  for  any  one  nation  alone,  by  permitting  it, 
to  afford  an  asylum  under  its  flag  to  the  pirates  of 
all  the  others* 

The  known  character  of  the  King,  and  the  zeal 
wbich  His  Majesty  has  already  displayed  in  his 
efforts  to  bring  about  the  abolition  of  this  infa- 
mous commerce,  furnishes  a  presumption  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  that  that  of  the 
Low  Countries  will  voluntarily  co-operate  with  it 
to  that  e^ct.  In  communicating  to  your  Excel- 
lency the  subioined  papers,  and  in  praying  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  them  before  the  King« 
I  am  charged  to  announce  to  him  the  desire  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  obtain  the 
co-operation  of  His  Majesty  in  this  work  of  jus- 
tice, and  to  establish  a  concert  between  the  two 
Powers,  in  the  measures  which  they  may  pursue, 
in  common,  to  render  the  slave  trade  equivalent 
to  the  crime  of  piracy,  by  the  universal  consent  of 
the  Christian  world. 

I  eaeerly  embrace  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your 
Bxcellency  the  homage  of  my  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

A.  H.  EVERETT. 


[translation.] 
Bainm  dt  NoffeU  to  Mr,  Everett, 

Brdssels,  Nov.  13,  1823. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  note  of  the  7th  of  this  month,  con* 
taining  some  |)roDositions  in  regard  to  the  slave 
trade,  and  to  inform  you  that,  without  delay.  I 
laid  this  paper,  and  its  enclosures,  before  tiie 
King. 

I  shall  hasten  to  impart  to  you  the  determina- 
tion of  His  Majesty,  as  soon  as  I  shall  have  been 
informed  of  it ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  I  seize  this 
opportunity  to  renew  the  assurance  of  my  distin- 
guished consideration^ 

A.  W.  C.  DE  NAGELL. 


INTERCOURSE  WITH  PORTUGAL. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  May  10,  I8S4.] 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Siatea : 

I  communicate  herewith,  to  the  Senate,  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  documents 
relating  to  the  present  state  of  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  Portu- 
gal, requested  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
t|>e  13th  ultimo. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Wabhinoton,  May  7, 1824. 


Department  op  State, 

Washififfton^  May  6,  1824. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  ot  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
of  the  13th  of  April  last,  requesting  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  cAuse  to  be  communicated  to  the 
Senate,  so  much  of  the  correspondence  of  the 


Minister  of  the  United  Slates,  at  the  Cooit  of 
Lisbon  with  the  Government  of  Portugal,  as  bu 
reference  to  the  commercial  relations  betweeo  the 
two  countries,  together  with  such  other  iofbrni- 
tion,  connected  therewith,  as  might  be  in  pos^ 
sion  of  the  Government;  and  which,  inhisojuo- 
ion,  might,  without  injury  to  the  public  interests, 
be  made  known,  has  the  honor  of  submitting  to 
the  President  the  papers  required  bf  the  sud 
resolution. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


LIST  OF   DOCCHEKTS. 
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General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  lOdi  OotoWr,  Ittt 
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General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  Udi  Dce.,19i 
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General  Deatborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  3(hh  Jtaiuiy,  1SS3. 
General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  20th  Feb.,  18U. 
General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  3d  March,  18U 
General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  2ith  Much,  ISSl 
General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  4Ui  Jsoe,  ISS3. 
General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  29th  Iwat,  iSU 
General  Dearborn  to  Count  de  Laps,  8ibtfvdit  '^ 
Count  de  Lapa  to  General  Dearborn,  Iftfa  ^Uxt^*  '^ 
General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Pinheiro,  IM  Avi  ISI3. 
Mr.  Penheiro  to  General   Dearboni,  ^  Mtj,  1923. 

Translation. 
General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams.  1S&  Idj.  ^^ 

Extract. 
General  Dearborn  to  the  Marquis  Pshnellt,  l^  J vf • 

1823. 
Marquis  de  Palmella  to  General  Desriwn,  lOAiol!. 

1823.    Traoslalion.  ^ 

General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  2lst  ioll'  ^^ 

Extract. 
General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  25th  October,  1^ 
Genersl  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  7th  November,  vSa- 
General  Dearborn  to  Marquis  Palmells,  7th  Kof« 

ber,  1823.     Copy. 
General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  27th  Nor.,  l9» 

Extract. 
Project  of  a  Treaty. 
General  Dearborn  to  Mr.  Adams,  26lh  Jsnas^'  18» 

Extract.  . 

General  Deaibern  to  Mr.  Adams,  4th  Msreh,  19» 

Extract. 


3037 


APPENDIX. 


3038 


InUrconirse  wJth  Parhtffol. 


^^ 


Mt,  Adams  to  Gmural  Dearborn, 

General  H.  DEAmBORir,  eppointed  Envoy  Eztraordi- 
nmry  end  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of 
Portugal,  at  Lisbon. 

Department  of  State, 

Waahingtm,  June  25,  1822. 

Sir:  The  political  and  commercial  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  Portugal,  have 
always  been  of  an  interesting  character.  By  the 
revolution  in  the  Government  of  that  country,  re- 
cently consummated^  and  by  the  return  of  the 
King,  and  part  of  his  Court  and  family,  to  Eu- 
rope, they  have  been,  and  may  be  further  affected 
in  a  manner  to  require  the  agency  of  a  person,  not 
only  generally  conversant  with  the  intercourse 
nirhich  has,  heretofore  subsisted  between  the  two 
countries,  but  by  long  experience  in  the  public  af- 
fairs of  this  Union,  and  a  familiar  acquaintance 
with  its  interests,  qualified  to  represent  them  at  a 
time,  and  under  circumstances  m  many  respects 
critical.  Fully  acquainted  with  your  long  and 
faithful  services  to  this  Union  in  some  of  its 
highest  trusts,  the  President  has  been  induced,  by 
these  considerations,  to  invite  your  co-operation 
again  in  the  public  service,  and  has  learnt,  with 
great  satisfaction,  your  acceptance  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary to  PortugaL 

Independently  of  the  changes  in  the  diplomatic 
relations  of  the  two  countries,  which  have  resulted 
from  the  removal  of  the  King  from  Rio  de  Janeiro 
to  Lisbon,  other  accidental  circumstances  have 
concurred  to  cause  some  irregularity  and  disorder 
in  them.  In  the  Spring  of  the  year  1819,  Mr. 
John  GrahiBim  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  Slates  to  the  Court  of  Bra- 
zil, to  succeed  Mr.  Thomas  Sumpter,  junior,  who 
had  resided  there  in  that  capacity  almost  from  the 
time  of  the  transfer  of  the  Portuguese  Govern- 
ment thither.  Mr.  Graham,  within  little  more 
than  a  year  from  the  time  of  his  departure  on  that 
mission  from  the  United  States,  was  compelled 
to  return  home,  and  barely  lived  to  reach  this 
country. 

About  the  same  time,  the  Chevalier  Correa  de 
Serra,  who  had  for  several  years  resided  as  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Portugal  in  this  coun- 
try, was  recalled,  and  left  the  United  States.  A 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in 
March,  182),  recommended,  to  the  President  the 
appointment  of  a  Minister  to  the  Court  of  Brazil, 
bat  the  return  of  the  King  of  Portugal  to  Europe 
very  shortly  afterwards,  rendered  the  compliance 
with  this  resolution  unavailing. 

The  departure  of  that  Prince  from  Rio  de 
Janeiro  had  been  preceded  by  various  movements 
of  a  revolutionary  character,  as  well  there,  as  in 
Portugal.  He  had,  immediately  before  embark- 
ing, appointed  as  his  Minister  to  the  United 
States,  the  person  who,  since  his  arrival  in  Eu- 
rope, has  acted  as  his  Secretary  of  State  for  For- 
eign Affairs.  And  it  appears  that,  since  the  revo- 
lution there,  which  has  invested  the  Cortes  with 
a  principal  portion  of  the  sovereign  authority,  the 
policy  of  maintaining  Ministers  of  the  Plenipo- 


tentiary rank  from  that  conntry  has  been  sus- 
pended. A  Char^#  d'Affaires  has  been  appointed 
to  repair  to  Washmgtoo,  but  has  not  yet  arrived. 
In  the  mean  time,  that  office  has  been  discharged 
by  the  Chevalier  Amado  Grehon,  who  had  been 
Secretary  of  Legation  to  Mr.  Correa,  and  recently 
a  Mr.  Dacosta  has  been  here,  and  annoimced 
himself  as  attached  to  the  Legation,  and  to  exer- 
cise the  powers  of  Consul  General. 

The  usual  diplomatic  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  Portugal  has  thus  been  for  the 
last  three  years  in  a  great  measure  suspended: 
Nor  is  it  probable  that  the  mission  of  the  United 
Sutes  now  instituted,  will  be  of  long  duration. 
There  are  objects,  political  and  commercial, 
which  require  its  most  serious  attention,  and 
which  it  is  hoped  may  be  adjusted  satisfactorily 
to  both  countries,  by  your  intervention. 

After  the  invasion  by  the  Brazilian  Portuguese 
Government  of  Montevideo,  and  the  eastern  shore 
of  the  river  La  Plata,  a  revolutionary  Govern- 
ment, under  the  name  of  the  Oriental  Republic  of 
La  Plata,  and  subject  to  the  authority  of  A  mili- 
tary chief,  named  Artigas,  for  several  years  main- 
tained a  defensive  war,  at  once  asainst  them,  and 
against  the  rival  Revolutionary  Republic,  styled 
the  United  Provinces  of  La  Plata.  The  latter, 
the  seat  of  Government  of  which  was  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  never  came  to  a  state  of  declared  war  with 
Portugal,  but  the  Republic  of  Artigas  did,  and 
th&t  commander  issued  commissions  for  joriva- 
teers  and  letters  of  marque,  against  the  Portu- 
guese, under  which,  the  comm^ce  of  that  nation 
was,  for  three  or  four  years,  much  annoyed.  Of 
tike  captures  made  by  these  privateers,  several 
were  brought  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
and  frequent  complaints  were  received  from  Mr. 
Correa,  that  some  of  the  privateers  were  fitted  out 
within  the  United  States,  and  partly  manned  by 
their  citizens.  To  these  complaints  every  atten- 
tion, compatible  with  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  and  with  the  laws  of  nations, 
was  paid  by  this  Government.  The  laws  for 
seourin^  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of 
neutrahty  were  revived  and  enforced.  Decrea  of 
restitution  were  pronounced  by  the  judicial  tribu- 
nab  in  all  cases  of  Portuguese  captured  vessels, 
brought  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States:  And  all  the  measures,  within  the  compe- 
tency of  the  Executive,  were  taken  by  that  de- 
partment of  the  Grorernment  for  repressing  the 
fitting  out  of  privateers  from  our  ports,  and  the 
enlisting  of  our  citizens  in  them. 

These  measures,  however,  do  not  appear  to 
have  been  altogether  satisfactory  to  the  Portuguese 
Government,  doubtless,  because  they  were  not 
sufficiently  understood  by  them.  •  Shortly  before 
the  Chevalier  Correa  de  Serra  left  the  United 
States,  he  addressed  to  this  Department  several 
notes,  copies  of  which,  as  well  as  of  two  subse- 
quent notes  from  Mr.  Amado,  are  herewith  en- 
closed, containing  lists  of  Portuguese  vessels  cap- 
.tured  by  privateers,  alleged  to  have  been  fitted  out 
in  the  United  States,  or  partly  officered  and 
manned  by  citizens  of  this  country.  To  these 
lists  were  added  claims  of  indemnity  to  a  large 
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amoant  upon  the  United  States,  for  the  value  of  I 
these  vessels  and  cargoes;  and  with  them  was 
connected  a  demand  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
commission,  to  be  appointed  by  the  two  Grovern- 
ments,  to  determine  and  assess  the  amount  of 
damages  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  for  these 
captures.  As  there  was  no  precedent  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  such  a  commission  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, and  as  not  a  single  case  of  capture 
had  been  alleged,  for  which  the  United  States  were 
jus<tly  responsible,  this  proposal  was,  of  course, 
denied ;  and  nothing  further  was  heard  upon  the 
subject,  until  the  1st  of  April  last,  when  a  note 
was  received  from  the  present  Charg^  d'Afiaires 
of  Portugal,  leading  to  a  correspondence,  copies  of 
which  are  now  furnished  you. 

Among  the  first  and  most  important  objects  of 
your  mission,  will  be  the  charge  of  reviewing  the 
whole  course  of  this  correspondence,  from  the 
time  when  the  proposition  for  the  appointment  of 
Commissioners  was  made  by  the  Cfhevalier  Cor^ 
rea  de  Serra.  The  President  wishes  that  this 
service  should  be  performed  in  the  most  concilia- 
tory manner,  and  with  all  possible  regard  to  the 
feelings  of  the  Portuguese  Government. 

It  will,  however,  not  be  necessary  that  you 
should  commence  the  correspondence  with  them. 
The  menace  of  retaliation  by  commercial  regula- 
tions favoring  the  trade  of  other  nations,  it  can 
scarcely  be  supposed  was  intended  to  be  carried 
into  efiect ;  for  it  would  not  be  less  impolitic  than 
unjust ;  and  with  the  experience  which  they  have 
of  the  pernicious  consequences  of  granting  favors 
to  one  nation  to  the  detriment  of  others,  it  is  in- 
credible, that,  under  a  Government  in  which  the 
public  interest  is  felt  through  the  medium  of  a 
popular  representation,  resentments,  in  themselves 
so  unfounded,  should  be  indulged,  by  measures  so 
injudicious  and  self-annoying. 

X  ou  will,  nevertheless,  attentively  watch,  jnd 
forth wit(^  report,  any  measure  which  mav  be 
adopted,  or  even  specifically  contemplated,  of  that 
character;  and  you  will  observe  the  disposition 
and  temper  of  understanding  between  the  Portu- 
guese Government,  as  now  constituted,  and  those 
of  the  other  Powers  of  Europe.  It  is  believed 
that  they  have  no  Ministers  at  present  residing  in 
any  part  of  Europe,  nor  Ministers  from  any  Euro- 
pean Government  residing  with  them.  Some  of 
the  Allies  have  not  yet  recognised  their  revolu- 
tionary movement,  and  all  have  manifested,  in 
some  form,  their  dissatisfaction  with  it.  These 
prejudices,  it  is  probable,  will  gradually  subside, 
and  the  usual  intercourse  between  them  and  the 
rest  of  Europe,  will  be  restored.  While  its  inter- 
ruption continues,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  apprehended 
that  they  will  adopt  measures  of  rigor  and  injus- 
tice towards  the  nation  which  is  the  first  to  sym- 
pathize with  them. 

With  regard  to  the  proposal  contained  in  the 
letter  from  Mr.  Amado,  of  the  1st  of  April,  of  a 
treaty  of  commerce,  in  which  special  advantages 
shall  be  granted  to  the  United  States,  even  if  it 
were  offered  by  itself,  and  separately  from  the  in- 
admissible condition  connected  with  it,  we  should 
not  consider  it  as  desirable,  or  compatible  with  the 


true  policy  of  either  nation.  We  •have  never 
soiight  exclusive  advantages  in  our  treaties  with 
any  foreign  nation.  The  policy  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  contrary,  has  invariably  been  to 
fgrm  its  commercial  institutions  and  engagements 
on  the  broadest  and  most  liberal  principles  of  re- 
ciprocity. We  are  neither  solicitous,  nor  unwill- 
ing to  treat  with  Portugal  upon  subiects  of  com- 
merce ;  but  if  we  do  treat  it  most  be  upon  those 
principles,  and  in  conformity  with  them.  The 
Convention  of  3d  July^  1815,  with  Great  Britain, 
so  far  as  it  goes,  exhibits  the  system  upon  which 
we  are  desirous  of  settling  our  commercial  arrange- 
ments with  other  nations,  and  the  only  one  npoa 
which  we  should  be  inclined  to  treat  with  rar- 
tueal. 
We  have  seen  in  the  public  journals,  accoaoii 

Purporting  some  dissatisfaction  in  the  Island  of 
fadeira,  at  the  rates  of  duties  levied  in  the  Unitd 
States  upon  its  wines.  They  are,  however,  mod- 
erate when  considered  in  reference  to  the  eompan- 
tive  prices  of  the  article ;  and  still  more  so,  wbea 
compared  with  the  duties  levied  upon  the  same 
article  in  Great  Britain.  There  is,  indeed,  no 
other  country^  except  Great  Britain,  which  iia- 
ports  and  consumes  the  wines  of  Madeira,  iikqaaa- 
tities  comparable  to  those  taken  by  the  United 
Sutes, 

The  connexion  between  the  kingdom  of  Pw- 
tueal  and  that  of  Brazil,  has  already  been  greatly 
aflected  by  revolutionary  movements  in  both  coun- 
tries. It  can  scarcely  fail,  within  no  distant  pe- 
riod, to  be  more  so.  It  is  not  conceivable  that 
Brazil  should  ever  amn  be  subjected  to  the  cob- 
nial  state,  nor  is  it  likely  long  to  submit  to  any 
direct  control  from  a  Grovernment  so  distant  froia 
it.  Information  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Cortes 
on  this  subject,  especially  so  far  as  they  mayaffeet 
our  commercial  intercourse  with  Brazil,  will  be 
desirable,  whenever,  and  with  as  much  accuracy 
as  you  can  obtain  it. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

ENCLOSDREB. 

Mr.  Correa  de  Serra  to  the  Sec'iy  of  State,  June  *f  1 620. 

0o  .do  June  8, 18X0. 

Do  do  i«ly  16, 18m. 

Do  do  Aiig.tft,l8M. 

Do  do  Nov.  9,  I8t0. 

Mr.  Amada  to  do  Bee.  4, 18S(. 

Do  do  Dec  14, 1888: 

Do  do  April  U  18». 

Do  do  May  3,  18S^ 

Do  do  May    b,lSSk 

Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Correm  de  Serra,  July  SO,  1S30. 

Do  do         8^t.ao,ieti. 

Mr.  Amado  to  the  Secretary  of  Sute,  A|inl  30, 18S1 

Mr.  Jo9^  Correa  de  Serra  to  the  SecrOary  of  State. 

Pbiladelphia,  June  4,  1820. 

'  Sir  :  Mr.  Joachim  Barozzo  Pereia,  appointed 
by  my  Sovereign  Consul  General  of  Portugal,  in 
these  United  States,  is  arrived  in  Philadelphia, 
and  has  shown  me  his  commission,  accom^nied 
by  the  official  communication  from  the  Minister 
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of  Foreign, Afiairs.  I  have,  conseqaently,  the 
honor  of  presenting  him  to  this  Grovernment  in 
that  capacity,  and  request  the  exequatur  of  the 
President  to  his  commission.  1  present,  also,  Mr. 
Henry  Hutton,  as  Vice  Consul  of  Portugal,  in 
the  port  of  New  Orleans,  and  all  the  others  of  ttie 
United  States  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  request 
the  necessary  exequatur. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  profit  of  this  occasion,  to  offer 
my  thanks  to  this  Government  for  the  law  that 
prohibits  the  entrance  of  privateers  in  the  most 
important  ports  of  the  Union,  and  for  the  other 
that  declares  piracy  the  landing  and  committing 
outrages  ashore  in  foreign  lands.  I  acknowledge 
the  salutary  influence  of  the  Executive  in  obtain- 
ing these  ameliorations.  The  courts  of  justice 
also  seem  to  take  a^  more  adequate  view  of  the 
practices  about  which  I  have  been  forced  to  im- 
portunate this  Gbvernment  by  my  reiterated  com- 
plaints. At  least,  henceforward,  those  who  en- 
gage in  such  pursuits  will  have  in  prospect  a  lesser 
chance  of  impunity. 

Undoubtedly,  the  aforesaid  provisions  will  di- 
minish the  evil,  but  something  remains  still  to  be 
done  to  suppress  it  entirely.  In  the  full  persuasion 
of  the  sincere  wishes  of  this  Government  to  put  a 
final  stop  to  practices  so  contrary  to  the  friendly 
intercourse  between  our  two  nations,  I  propose  to 
have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  your  considera- 
tion my  views  on  this  subject,  in  the  occasion  of 
personally  paying  my  respects  to  you,  and  taking 
my  leave  previous  to  my  visit  to  the  Brazil. 

I  beff  the  acceptance  of  the  renewed  assurances 
of  the  high  consideration  and  respect,  with  which 
1  am,  &c« 

J.  CORREA  DS  SERRA. 


Mr,  Jo$epk  Coma  de  Serra  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

Philadelphia,  June  8, 1820. 

Sir:  I  think  it  my  duty  to  represent  to  this 
Qovernment  that  the  Portuguese  ship  Montalagre 
-was  brought  to  Baltimore  twenty-two  months  ago, 
a  prize  to  a  so-called  Artigan  privateer,  and  has 
been  all  this  time  the  subject  of  litigation  with 
the  Artigan  captors,  American  citizens.  Past 
things  are  not  intended  to  be  in  any  way  the  ob- 
ject of  this  communication,  but  merely  the  pre- 
vention of  future  evil.  In  the  first  of  this  month 
this  ship  was  sold  by  judicial  authority  in  Balti- 
more, uudet  the  hammer,  lo  Captain  Gbaae^  a  no- 
torious privateersman,  standing  under  an  indict- 
ment or  piracy.  -  It  is  to  be  immediateljr  fitted  as 
a  privateer,  (and  a  formidable  one  it  will  prove, 
by  its  size  and  strength,  which  are  those  of  a  good 
frigate,)  to  cruise  against  the  Portuguese  India- 
men,  and  the  command  of  it  to  be  given,  as  it  is 
assured,  to  the  notorious  Captain  Taylor. 

I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive of  this  nation  has  both  the  power  and  the 
will  of  puttinff  a  stop  to  this  hostile  armament, 
particularly  when«  as  in  this  case,  he  has  timely 
information,  whicn  will  be  successively  put  under 
his  eyes,  at  every  stage  of  this  inimical  attempt 
on  the  Portuguese  commerce. 
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I  beg  you  to  accept  the  renewed  assurances  of 
my  high  consideration  and  respect. 

J.  CORREA  DE  SERRA. 


Mr,  Joseph  Correa  de  Serra  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale* 

Wilmington,  July  16, 1820. 

Sir  :  I  am  ordered  by  my  Sovereign  to  lay  be- 
fore this  Government  the  names  and  value  of 
nineteen  Portuguese  ships,  and  their  cargoes,  taken 
by  private  armed  ships,  fitted  in  the  ports  of  the 
Union  by  citizens  of  tnese  States.  The  values 
have  been  ascertained  by  the  proper  courts  of  jus- 
tice, and  revised  with  all  care  and  attention  by 
the  Royal  Board  of  Commerce.  In  proportion 
as  the  value  of  the  other  ships  stolen  is  in  the 
same  manner  ascertained,  their  names,  and  the 
amount  of  losses,  will  be  laid  before  this  Govern- 
ment. 

His  Majesty,  consistently  with  his  friendly  and 
equitable  sentimenti:  towards  the  United  States, 
wishes  that  this  afiair  be  treated  with  all  that 
candor  and  conciliating  dienified  spirit  that  bcr 
comes  two  Powers  who  feel  mutual  esteem,  and 
have  a  proper  sense  of  their  moral  integrity. 
In  this  spirit  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  to  this 
Government  to  appoint  commissioners  on  their 
side,  with  full  powers  to  confer  and  agree  with 
His  Majesty's  Ministers  in  what  reason  and  jus- 
tice demand.  It  is  not  expected  that  a  Govern- 
ment who,  on  every  occasion,  has  so  bteadily  and 
nobly  protected  the  just  pretensions  of  its  own 
citizens,  like  that  of  the  United  States,  may  have 
the  least  difficulty  in  concurring  with  such  can- 
did views  of  a  Sovereign,  who  Feels  equally  with 
them  what  he  owes  to  himself  in  the  protection 
of  his  subjects. 

The  ships  are  the;  following:  1.  D.  Pedro  de 
Alcantara.  2.  S.  Joao  Baptista.  3.  D.  Miguel 
TorjUz.  4.  Sa.  Maria  Vencedora.  5.  Thalia. 
6.  S.  Joao  Protector.  7.  MontaWre.  8.  Luiza. 
9.  Logo  the  Direy.  10.  Lord  Wellington.  11. 
Ninfa  deLisboa.  12.  General  Saropaio.  13.  Pe- 
rola.  14.  Pacquette  de  Porto.  15.  Conde  de  Ca- 
valleiros.  16.  Globo.  17.  Carlota.  18.  Flora. 
19.  Sra.  da  Piedade. 

The  amount  of  their  value  which  is  reclaimed, 
is  four  hundred  ninety-two  thousand  nine  hundred 
eighteen  milreas,  which,  at  the  common  and  gene- 
ral rate  of  the  milreas  in  your  market,  is  equal  to 
six  hundred  sixteen  thousand  one  hundred  fifty- 
eight  dollars. 

I  am  proceeding  to  an  excursion  in  the  moun- 
tains, at  the  end  of  which,  I  intend  having  the 
honor  of  seeing  you  in  Washington.  The  reason 
of  my  mentioning  this  is,  because  a  written  an- 
swer, which  you  might  possibly  give  to  this  com- 
munication, would  naturally  miss  me. 

I  beg  you,  sir,  to  receive  the  assurances,  dbc. 

J.  CORREA  DE  SERRA. 


Mr,  Adams  to  the  Chevalier  Joseph  Correa  de  Serra, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  20, 1820. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  year 
notes  of  the  4th  and  8ih  ultimo. 


3048 


APPENDIX. 


3011 


InUrcopne  loUh  PortugaU 


The  exequaturs  for  Mr.  Pereira,  as  Consul  Gen- 
eral of  Portugal,  and  of  Mr.  Hutton,  as  Consul  at 
New  Orleans,  and  the  other  ports  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  have  been  made, 
and  transmitted  to  you. 

The  acts  of  Congr^  to  which  you  refer,  in  the 
first  of  these  notes,  may  be  justly  considered  as 
affording  the  most  decisire  proofs  of  the  determi- 
nation M)th  of  the  Legislature  and  Executive,  to 
discharge,  with  the  utmost  fidelity,  all  their  duties 
towards  friendly  nations,  and  particularly  towards 
that  whose  representative  you  are.  In  remarking 
that  the  section  of  the  statute  for  the  further  pun^ 
ishment  of  piracy,  which  brings  the  landing  and 
committing  acts  of  robbery  on  a  foreign  shore 
within  the  definition  and  penalties  of  that  crime, 
was  obviously  suggested  by  a  case  of  that  descrip- 
tion which  had  occurred  in  a  Portuguese  island, 
I  take  satisfaction  in  the  assurance  that  your  Gov- 
ernment will  perceive,  in  that  provision,  a  proof  of 
the  earnestness  with  which  the  United  States 
cherish  the  most  friendly  dispositions  towards  your 
country. 

It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  receive  any  further 
communication,  verbal  or  written,  from  you,  which 
may  contribute  towards  the  same  effect ;  and  I  am 
autnorized  to  assure  you,  that,  upon  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  your  note  of  the  8th  instant, 
such  measures  have  been,  and  will  continue  to  be 
taken,  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  as  are 
within  the  competency  of  the  Executive,  and  may 
serve  to  maintam  inviolate  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  applicable  to  the  case. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  renewing 
to  you  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  conside- 
ration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


Mr,  Coma  di  Sena  to  the  Seeretarp  of  State. 
Wasbington,  Av^fust  26, 1820. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  wish  you  expressed 
in  our  last  interview,  I  have  the  honor  of  trans- 
mitting to  you  the  names  of  the  officers  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  who,  in  October,  1818, 
embarked  and  served  on  board  the  armed  schooner 
Oeneral  Artiffas,  Captain  Ford,  under  the  so  called 
Artigan  flag,  and  cruised  for  many  months  on  the 
coast  of  Brazil,  capturing  several  Portuguese  ships, 
amouffst  others,  the  Sociedade  FdUy  which  was 
brought  to  Baltimore.  Their  names  are.  Lieuten- 
ants Pelee  and  Dunham,  of  Rhode  Island,  Mid- 
shipman Augustus  Swartwout,ofNew  York,  Ben- 
jamin S.  Grimke,  of  South  Carolina. 

The  ffriefs  against  the  particular  judges,  who  I 
believe  have  disgraced  the  commission  they  have 
from  the  United  States,  shall  be  laid  before  you, 
9»  soon  as  I  have  returned  to  Philadelphia,  and 
looked  into  my  papers. 

I  am  perfectly  sure  that  a  candid  and  friendly 
examination  of  this  unpleasant  business  cannot 
fail  of  bringing  a  mutual  accord,  such  as  both  our 
Governments  wish ;  and  therefore,  according  to 
what  I  asked  In  my  notes  from  Philadelphia,  and 

rour  offer  in  that  of  the  20th  of  last  month,  which 
have  received  on  my  arrival  here,  I  beg  of  you 


to  fix  the  day  and  time  most  convenieottoyoa,a 
which  I  may  have  the  honor  of  meeting  yoo,  io 
order  to  put  an  end,  as  I  hope,  to  all  these  causes 
of  discontentment  and  discord,  the  work  of  qo- 
principled  men,  and  so  utterly  opposite  to  the  iur- 
mony  and  good  understanding,  which  is  eqoalljf 
the  intention  and  the  interests  of  oar  two  Goren- 
ments  to  maintain  and  cultivate. 

Accept  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  distifl- 
guished  respect  and  consideration. 

J.  CORREA  D£  SERRA. 


Mr,  Adame  to  the  Chevalier  Coma  de  Som, 

Department  of  State, 

Washifi^ftoti,  &^.  30, 1820. 

Sir  :  The  proposal  contained  in  your  note  d 
the  16th  July  last,  has  been  considered  by  the  Pr- 
sident  of  the  United  States,  with  all  the  delibai* 
tion  due  to  the  friendly  relations  subsisting  betveea 
the  United  States  and  Portugal,  and  with  thedis- 
position  tO' manifest  the  undeviating  priocipleof 
justice  by  which  this  Government  is  animated  in 
Its  intercourse  with  all  foreign  Governments,  ud 
particularly  with  yours.  I  am  directed  by  him  to 
inform  you  that  the  appointment  of  commissioDoi, 
to  confer  and  agree  with  the  Ministen  of  His  Most 
Faithful  Majesty  upon  the  subject  to  which  yon 
letter  relates,  would  not  be  consistent  either  with 
the  Constitution  ojf  the  Unit^  States  oorvith 
any  practice  usual  among  civilized  DatJoni 

The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  is,  by 
their  Constitution,  vested  in  their  Supreme Coart, 
and  in  tribunals  subordinate  to  the  same.  TIk 
judges  of  these  tribunals  are  amenable  to  \k 
country  by  impeachment  ^  and  if  any  Portag9e« 
subject  has  sufiered  wrong  by  the  act  of  aoj  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  within  their  jorisdictioB, 
it  is  before  those  tribunals  that  the  remedy  is  to  be 
sought  and  obtained.  For  any  acts  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  committed  oat  of  their  juris- 
diction and  beyond  their  control,  the  Gorerainat 
of  the  United  States  is  not  responsible. 

To  the  war  in  South  America,  to  w^h  Por- 
tugal has  for  several  years  been  a  pirfy,  the  doty 
and  the  policy  of  the  United  Sutei  ^re  beea  to 
observe  a  perfect  and  impartial  neotaiity. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  has  aei- 
ther  countenanced  nor  permitted  any  Tiolaiioik  of 
that  neutrality  by  their  citizens.  They  hare, by 
various  and  successive  acts  of  legiflation,  maai* 
fested  their  constant  earnestness  to  fulfil  their  do- 
ties  towards  all  the  parties  to  that  war;  they  hare 
repressed  every  intended  violation  of  them  whick 
has  been  brought  before  their  courts,  and  subitaD- 
tiated  by  testimony  conformable  to  principles  n^ 
ognised  by  all  tribunals  of  similar  jorisdictioo. 

But  I  am  instructed  to  request  that  yoa  woold 
furnish  me  with  all  the  documents  open  which 
the  complaints  in  your  notes  of  the  16th  of  Joif. 
and  26th  of  August^  are  founded,  as  well  relatiaj 
to  the  vessels  mentioned  in  the  former,  as  to  tbe 
naval  officers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  judges  whom,  in  the  latter,  you  accuse 
of  having,  in  your  belief,  disgraced  the  commit 
sions  which  they  bear.    And  I  am  further  com- 
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manded  to  assure  you,  that  if  those  docoments 
shall  be  found  to  contain  evidence,  upon  which 
any  officer,  civil  or  military,  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  of  their  citizens,  can  be  called  to  answer 
for  his  conduct,  as  injurious  to  any  subject  of  Por- 
tugal, every  measure  shall  be  taken,  to  which  the 
Executive  is  competent,  to  secure  full  Justice  and 
satisfaction  to  your  sovereign  and  his  nation. 

I  pray  yon  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  dis- 
tingubhed  consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


Mr,  Jo9€pk  (krrea  deSerra  to  the  Secretary  of  SlaU, 

New  York,  Novmber  9, 1820. 

Sir  :  I  have  received,  in  due  time,  your  official 
letter  of  the  30lh  September  last,  and  though  I  found 
that  there  was  much  to  reply  on  my  side,  I  re- 
solved, after  mature  consideration,  to  refer  it  to 
His  Majesty's  Ministers  of  State,  who,  no  doubt, 
will  give  a'  convenient  answer.  Being  now  on 
the  point  of  leaving  this  country,  I  thought  it 
proper  to  inform  you  of  this  step,  both  out  of  re- 
gard to  this  Government,  taking  in  this  manner 
a  respectful  notice  of  your  communication,  and 
in  order  that,  out  of  my  silence,  no  belief  may 
arise  of  any  tacit  acquiescence  in  the  reasons  that 
you  exposed  in  it. 

Accept,  sir,  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  high 
consideration  and  respect 

J.  dORREA  DE  SERRA. 


[translation.] 
Chevalier  Amado  Grehon  to  the  Secretary  of  State* 
Philadelphia,  December  4, 1830. 

Sir:  It  falls  to  my  duty  to  present  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  the  enclosed  abstract 
of  a  new  case  of  piracy,  which  I  have  lately  re- 
ceived from  my  Court ;  and  to  request  of  you  to 
subjoin  it  (that  it  may  appear)  to  the  list  of  others 
vrhich  has  been  presented  to  this  Government  by 
the  Chevalier  Correa.  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
His  Most  Faithful  Majesty. 

I  embrace  this  occasion  to  have  the  honor  of 
testifying  to  you,  sir,  the  sentiments  of  esteem 
and       respect,  with  which  lam,  &c. 

J.  AMADO  GREHON. 

Hon.  J.  d.  Adams,  Sec^ry  of  Stale, 

[tiunslation.] 
Chevalier  Amado  Grehon  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
Philadelphia,  December  14, 1820. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  affain  transmitting  to 
you  an  authentic  copy  of  twelve  claims,  request- 
ing you  to  add  them  to  the  list  of  others,  which 
the  Chevalier  Correa  de  Serra,  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  Hb  Most  Faithful  Majesty,  presented 
to  your  Government. 

I  expect  the  honor  of  your  answer  to  this  note, 
and  also,  to  the  former  which  I  addressed  .to  you, 
on  the  4th  instant,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  give 
an  account  to  my  Court. 

I  am,  sir,  dec. 

JOSEPH  AMADO  GREHON. 

Hon.  J.  d.  Adams,  ftc'ry  of  StaU. 
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[translation.] 

Abstnui  from  the  Prods  vethal,  ^c. 

Philadelphia,  December  4, 1820. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  1820,  to  the  north  of  Cape 
St.  Augustine,  latitude  7ld^rees south,  the  brig- 
antine  packet  of  His  MostF*aithful  Majesty,  named 
**  The  infant  D.  Sebastiano,"  was  attacked  and 
pillaged  by  a  brigrantine  pirate  of  American  con- 
struction, with  an  "  S"  instead  of  a  fienre-head ; 
armed  with  sixteen  24  pounders,  and  a  crew  of 
about  a  hundred  men  ;  the  captain  of  which,  who 
has  lost  a  hand,  the  other  officers,  and  three-fourths 
of  the  crew,  afe  Americans,  according  to  the  for- 
mal evidence  which  has  been  given  before  the 
Intendant  Greneral  of  the  Police  of  the  Court  and 
Kingdom  of  Brazil,  bv  the  officers,  crew^and  pas- 
sengers of  the  packet  orig,  who,  after  having  been 
outraged  and  pillaged,  have  returned,  in  the  same 
brig,  to  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

JOSEPH  AMADO  GREHON, 
Chargd  des  Affaires  o/H.  M,  F.  Majesty, 


[translation.] 
*  Mr.  Grehon  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Washington,  April  1, 1822. 

Sir  :  I  am  about  to  repeat,  in  writing,  all  that 
I  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  in  the  in- 
terview of  Saturday  last,  as  well  in  compliance 
with  your  request,  as  on  account  of  its  being  in 
conformity  with  the  orders  of  my  Gk>vernment,  of 
which  Verissimo  Antonio  Ferreira  da  Costa,  at- 
tached to  the  legation,  was  the  bearer ;  and  by 
which  I  am  empowered  to  notify  and  show  to  the 
Grovernment  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  na- 
tion, what  follows : 

That  the  Portuguese  Grovernment  has  resolved 
torecognise  the  United  States  as  its  first  ally,  by 
a  treaty  which  it  is  desirous  of  concluding,  forth- 
with, for  the  purpose  of  giving  every  possible  im- 
pulse to  reciprocal  commerce,  and  to  the  industry 
of  the  two  nations,  and  to  guard  the  national  in- 
dependence, which  constitutes  the  most  sacred  of 
all  rights,  against  the  direct  or  indirect  attacks  of 
Powers  unfriendly  to  the  Constitution  freely  chosen 
by  the  people :  but,  as  a  fundamental  principle  of 
the  said  treaty,  there  should  be  a  preliminary  con- 
dition that  the  Gbvernment  of  the  United  States 
accede  to  the  proposition  made  by  the  Chevalier 
Correa  da  Serra,  Ez-Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
Portugal,  in  his  note  of  the  16th  July,  1820,  of 
having  recourse  to  commissaries  chosen  by  both 
Governments,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  in- 
demnities justly  due  to  Portuguese  citizens,  for 
the  damages  which  they  have  sustained,  by  reason 
of  piracies, supported  by  the  capital  and  the  means 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  an  essential  con- 
dition, which,  in  this  way,  repairing  the  past,  se- 
cures also  the  future. 

That  the  Portuguese  States,  in  the  four  quarters 
of  the  world,  can  offer  to  the  United  States  the 
most  important  advantages  of  commerce;  the 
more  so,  because  the  relation  which  the  Portu- 
guese Government  is  disposed  to  establish  with 
that  of  the  United  States,  are  founded  in  a  perfect 


union  against  the  common  enemies  of  their  indus- 
try and  of  their  independence.. 

But,  if  all  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Portugese 
Government  should  be  fruitless  towards  obtaining 
from  that  of  the  United  States  a  just  and  reason- 
able indemnity,  which  England  does  not  hesitate 
to  make  in  analogous  cases  of  unjust  capliireL 
the  Portuguese  Qovernment  is  fully  determined 
to  resort  to  the  ri^t  of  reprisals,  and  to  adopt 
proper  measures  to  indemnify  itself  for  the  losses 
which  have  been  occasioned  to  their  commefce 
by  the  acts  complained  of,  as  it  has  been  mani- 
festly made  to  appear,  in  the  face  of  the  world, 
that  unworthy  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  have 
been  parties  in  this  perfidious  practice ;  and  it  is 
very  certain  that  the  Portuguese  Government  has 
it  in  its  power  to  exercise  reprisals  against  the 
United  States,  by  granting  to  their  rival  Powers 
advantages  in  commerce,  in  cases  in  which  it  b 
disposed  to  give  the  United  States  the  preference, 
if,  acting  in  good  faith,  they  make  indemnity  for 
the  past  and  secure  the  future. 

These  are  the  earnest  sentiments  and  TieiFs  of 
the  Portuguese  Government,  which  have  been 
communicated  to  me,  with  orders  to  make  them 
known  to  that  of  the  United  States  and  to  the 
nation.  I  have,  therefore^  the  honor,  sir^  to  com- 
municate them  to  you  for  that  purpose;  and  I 
shall  be  happy  if  the  result  of  this  commuoicationy 
(which  1  expect  from  a  just  and  liberal  Govern- 
ment, such  as  is  that  of  the  United  States,)  may 
be  conformable  with  the  sentiments  and  the  desire 
of  the  Portuguese  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOSEPH  AMADO  GREHON, 
Chargi  des  Affaires  o/Par^iffaL 


The  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Amado  Grdiam. 

Department  of  State, 

Washinffton,  AprU  30, 1822. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  has 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  whom  I  am  directed  to  am- 
sure  you  of  the  great  satisfaction  with  which  he 
has  received  the  friendly  declaration  at  the  Por- 
tuguese Government  towards  the  United  States^ 
and  the  disposition  manifested  by  them  to  promote 
the  mutual  interests  and  the  amicable  intercoorse 
between  the  two  countries,  by  a  treaty^  founded 
upon  principles  favorable  to  the  commercial  rela- 
tions and  industry  of  both.    The  President  desires 
that  you  would,  in  return,  make  known  to  ^onr 
Gtovernment  the  sentiments  of  friendlv  recipro- 
city which  animate  the  Grovernment  of  the  United 
States  towards  Portugal,  and  the  earnest  wish  of 
the  President  that  the  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  that  nation  may  continue  on  terms  of 
the  most  entire  reciprocity.    1  am,  at  the  same 
time,  directed  to  state,  that  the  proposition  of  the 
Chevalier  Correa  de  Serra,  in  his  note  of  the  16ch 
of  July,  1820,  for  the  appointment  of  commisdooefs, 
chosen  by  both  Governments,  to  arrange  indem- 
nities claimed  1)y  Portuguese  citizens,  for  damni^ 
stated  hj  them  to  have  been  sustained  by  reason 
of  piracies  supported  by  the  capital  and  means  of 
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Itizens  of  the  United  States,  cannot  be  acceded 
).  It  is  a  principle  well  known  and  well  under- 
tood,  that  no  nation  is  responsible  to  another  for 
le  acts  of  its  citizens,  committed  without  its  ju- 
isdiction,  and  out  of  the  reach  of  its  control.  Of 
le  numerous  piracies  which  hare,  within  thlese 
!w  years,  annoyed  the  commerce  of  every  mari- 
me  nation,  a  much  greater  number  have  been 
ommitted  by  the  subjects  of  other  Powers^  than 
y  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  lawful 
ommerce  of  the  United  States  themselves  have 
offered  by  these  depredations,  perhaps,  more  than 
[lat  of  Portugal.  When  brought  within  the  ju- 
isdiction  of  the  United  States,  the  pirates  have 
leen  punished  by  their  laws,  and  restitution  has 
een  made  to  its  owners,  of  property  captured 
y  them.  Should  any  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  guilty  of  piracy,  be  captured  by  the  Por- 
iguese  Qovemment,  the  United  States  will,  in 

0  wise,  interfere  to  screen  them  from  punishment. 
The  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  amenable, 

Iso,  to  the  tribunals  of  their  own  country,  as  the 
•eople  of  Portugal  are  to  theirs,  for  any  wrong 
oae  by  them  to  the  subjects  of  other  nations, 
^or  acts  of  so  aggravated  a  nature  as  piracy,  the 
utborityof  the  Stoyernment  of  the  United  states 
:self  isikot  competent  to  withdraw  them  from  the 
urisdiction  of  their  natural  judges,  or  to  subject 
iem  to  at  trial  consisting  partly  of  foreigners  and 
riihout  the  intervention  of  a  jury.  These  prin- 
iples  of  protection  and  security  to  individual 
ights,  are,  doubtless,  well  understood,  and  will  be 
uly  appreciated  in  Portugal,  under  the  liberal 
ystem  of  Government  now  established  in  her 
ominions. 

The  laws  and  tribunals  of  the  United  States 
re  adequate  to  the  punishment  of  their  citizens, 
rho  may  be  concerned  in  committing  unlawful 
epredations  upon  foreigners  on  the  high  seas,  at 
!ast  to  the  same  extent  as  the  laWs  and  tribunals 
f  other  nations.    The  legislation  of  the  United 

1  tales  upon  this  subject,  was  even  rendered  more 
>vere  and  effectual  for  the  suppression  of  such 
ffences,  during  the  residence  here  of  the  Chev- 
lier  Correa  de  Serra ;  and  justice,  conformably 
>  the  established  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations, 
as  always  been  rendered  by  the  courts  of  the 
Inited  States  to  the  Portuguese  subjects,  whose 
roperty,  after  capture  by  pirates  or  privateers, 
as  been  brought  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
atioD.  It  will  continue  to  be  so  rendered  in  all 
ases  which  may  dccur  hereafter. 

Of  the  advantages  to  the  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
^d  States,  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  world,  which 

may  be  in  the  power  of  the  Portuguese  Govern- 
lent  to  offer,  it  would  be  acceptable  to  receive  a 
lore  particular  specification,  than  is  contained  in 
our  letter.  The  Government  of  the  United] 
itates  would  then  be  able  to  judge  of  their  value, 
nd  of  the  consideration  with  which  they  may  be 
>turned.  It  is  not  perfectly  understood  who  are 
leant  in  your  note,  by  the  ''  common  enemies  of 
leir  industry  and  their  independence,"  and  I  am 
irected  to  ask  of  you  a  precise  explanation  of 
lat  expression.  The  Government  of  the  United 
tates,  while  willing,  cheerfully,  to  meet  and  re- 


ciprocate any  commercial  arrangement  with  Por- 
tugal, propitious  to  the  interests  of  both  nations, 
wul  not  solicit,  and  cannot  grant,  any  exclusive 
favors,  to  the  prejudice  of  any  other  Power  what- 
soever. 

This  principle,  which  has  long  been  fundamental 
to  the  commercial  policy  of  the  United  States, 
furnishes  a  reply  to  the  latter  part  of  your  letter, 
which,  in  the  case  of  a  non-compliance  with  pro- 
posals, as  I  have  informed  you,  cannot  be  accept- 
ed, threatens  reprisals  upon  the  United  States,  by 
granting  to  their  rival  Powers  advantages  in  com- 
merce, which  you  allege  your  Government  is  dis- 
posed to  give  the  United  States,  gn  condition  of 
what  you  call  indemnity  for  the  past,  and  security 
for  the  future. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  knows, 
that  there  is  nothing,  and  has  been  nothing,  in  the 
relations  between  them  and  Portugal,  wnich,  by 
the  laws  and  usages  of  civilized  nations,  could 
justify  reprisals  ofany  kind,  by  the  latter  against 
the  United  States.  And,  as  I  have  assured  you, 
that  they  desire  no  exclusive  favors  to  the  detri- 
ment or  others,  so  they  are  fully  persuaded,  that 
upon  further  advisement,  your  Government  will 
perceive  that  they  cannot  grant  commercial  favors 
to  any  other  nation,  to  the  detriment  of  the  United 
States,  without  injuring  their  own  subjects  more 
than  the  people  of  this  Union.  Such,  it  is  be- 
lieved, would  be  the  result  of  any  experiment  of 
reprisals,  by  granting  exclusive  favors  to  one 
nation,  with  the  view  to  damage  another.  The 
party  granting  exclusive  favors,  is  the  party  moat 
severely  punished. 

Far  more  agreeable  will  it  be  to  the  Government 
of  the  Unitea  States  to  reciprocate,  as  heretofore^ 
with  that  of  Portugal,  offices  of  kindness  and  good 
will,  and  to  promote  the  friendly  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  by  a  niultipiication  of  good 
offices^  and  of  all  the  sources  by  which  the  inter- 
ests of  both  may  be  advanced. 

I  pray  you  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  distin- 
ffuisned  consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


[translation.] 
Che/0.  Amado  Chrshan  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

Pbiladelphia,  May  3, 1832. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
just  received  your  letter,  which  you  addressed  to 
me  on  the  30th  of  last  month. 

The  explanation  which  you  demand  of  me,  and 
which  I  am  to  give  you,  according  to  what  I  meant 
by  sayinff :  "the  common  enemies  of  their  indus- 
try and  of  their  independence,^'  and  which  appears 
to  me  to  be  clearly  expressed,  is  this :  all  nations, 
in  general,  who  act  contrary  to  the  two  principles 
of  our  industry  and  of  our  independence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c., 

JOSEPH  AMADO  GREHON, 
Chargd  de*  A  f  aire*  of  Portugal. 

Hon.  John  Ct  Adams, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  U.  & 
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[translation.] 

Chev.  Amado  Grehon  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

Philadelphia,  May  5, 1822. 

Sir:  I  make  it  my  duty  to  acquaiat  you.  that, 
by  the  packet  of  the  tenth  of  this  month,  I  shall 
have  (he  honor  to  remit  to  my  Government  a  copy 
of  your  note  of  the  30th  of  April  last,  that  it  may 
understand,  without  delay,  the  sentiments  of  recip- 
rocal friendship  which  animates  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  towards  the  Govern raent  of 
Portugal,  and  the  great  desire  of  his  Excellency, 
the  President,  that  the  relations  between  the  two 
nations  may  continue  on  terms  of  the  most  perfect 
cordiality;  and,  that  I  may,  at  the  same  time,  be 
able  to  inform  my  Government  of  the  principle 
weU  known  and  well  understood,  as  you  call  it, 
as  well  as  of  other  principles  which  you  have 
developed  in  your  said  note;  on  which,  I  think 
that  it  would  be  well  to  sav  more,  and  that  my 
Government  will  give  the  solution  of  it,  if  it  judge 
proper  to  do  so,  and  also  the  more  particular  spe- 
cification which  you  desire ;  as  for  my  part)  I  have 
only  pointed .  out  the  sentiments  and  the  views 
which  now  exist  in  the  Portuguese  Government, 
according  to  the  orders  which  I  have  received  in 
that  regard. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c., 

JOSE  AMADO  GREHON, 
Chargi  de$  Affaires  of  Portugal. 

Hon.  John  Q^  Adams, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  U.  & 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  General  Dearborn  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State, 

Lisbon,  Augtut  28, 1822. 
'^  When  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  called 
on  mep  soon  after  m^  arrival  in  the  city,  some  ob- 
servations occurred  in  relation  to  our  late  Treaty 
with  France,  which  the  Minister  had  not  seen ; 
and  having  a  newspaper  containing  a  copy  of  the 
Treaty,  I  gave  it  to  him.  He  then  mentioned  our 
Treaty  with  Great  Britain  with  approbation,  ob- 
serving that  that  treaty  would  be  his  model.  Pre- 
suming, from  his  observations,  that  he  did  not 
possess  a  copy  of  it,  I  have  had  one  fairly  made 
out  and  presented  to  him.  My  principal  motive 
for  furnishing  him  with  those  copies,  was,  that  of 
giving  to  the  Minister  and  his  Government  a  fair 
sample  of  the  general  policy  and  practice  of  our 
Government  in  regard  to  commercial  regulations 
with  foreign  nations,  and  that  it  might  operate  as 
a  preparatory  step  to  a  negotiation  on  commercial 
regulations.  I  shall  consider  the  answer  to  my 
note  as  acquiescing  in  the  hope  expressed  in  my 
note,  and  inform  him  that  I  possess  full  powers 
for  commencing  negotiations  for  forming  d  treaty, 
or  convention,  regulating  commerce  between  the 
United  States  and  Portugal,  and  propose  a  per- 
sonal interview  as  a  preparatory  step." 

Extract  qf  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dearborn  to  the  Secretary 

of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  October  10, 1822. 

"  On  the  3d  of  September,  I  had  a  conference 


with  his  Excellency  the  [Secretary  of]  State  foi 
Foreign  Affairs,  by  his  appointmeot.  Mr.  Breoi 
accompanied  me  as  an  interpreter;  and,  after 
some  conversation  on  general  topics,  the  Miai&ta 
introduced  the  subject  of  the  cooferefice,  and  ob- 
served that  a  treaty  for  regulating  the  Gommeiee 
between  the 'two  countries  was  veiv  desirable  oa 
the  part  of  Portugal,  such  as  woald  be  matioiif 
advantageous.  I  then  observed,  that  being  em* 
powered  by  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  I 
waa  disposed  to  commence  an  arraogement  oa 
the  subject  of  commerce  as  early  as  woald  be 
agreeable  to  him,  and  would  propose  oor  cobtcb- 
tjon  with  Great  Britain  as  a  oasis,  with  socb  ad- 
ditions as  would  be  mutually  advantageous  toosr 
countries,  respectively,  wishing  only  such  coodi- 
lions  as  would  operate  perfect  reciprocity  ud 
mutual  advantage,  and  that  we  did  not  desire  uf 
exclusive  advantages  or  privileges;  but,coDsid9> 
ing  the  great  extent  of  the  United  States,  withba 
numerous  ports  and  diversity  of  prodsctioss,  it 
would  be  expected,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  whole  of  the  colonies  of  Portogii 
should  be  included  in  the  arrangemeol,  aad  tiut, 
in  every  respect,  we  should  be  entitled  to  what- 
ever privileges  or  immunities  are,  or  may  be,  ea- 
joyed  by  the  most  favored  nation.  The  Minister 
then  observed,  that  he  fully  approved  of  tbefto- 
eral  principles,  as  stated  by  me,  but  iotimted 
some  doubts  as  to  what  might  be  proper  ia  idi- 
tion  to  the  Brazils,  under  the  existing  eiicam- 
stances  and  condition  of  that  country;  aadsog- 
gested  the  necessity  of  leaving  itoutofthetnitf, 
or  to  so  modify  whatever  should  relate  to  it,  is 
would  provide  for  any  future  change  of  circaio* 
stances.  I  observed  that  it  might  not  be  diM 
to  form  an  article  that  would  apply  to  aaycbaage 
that  might  occur  in  that  country;  with  wbiehbe 
appeared  to  acquiesce.  He  then  inquired  wbetiier 
I  was  authorized  to  enter  into  any  other  kiod  of 
treaty ;  and,  on  my  answering  intheDegatiTe,be 
appeared  (as  1  thought)  to  be  pleased.  Herbea 
proposed  that  I  should  make  out  a  sketch  o(sasii 
a  treaty,  or  convention,  as  would  be  satis/acfory 
to  m]f  Government,  that  his  GrOTerooeat  mif&t 
take  it  under  consideration.  I  replied,  (bat  as  we 
appeared  to  entertain  similar  views  oa  the  sab- 
ject,  it  would  be  more  desirable,  on  my  P>f^  ^^^ 
he  would  make  out  the  outline  of  oDethatwomd 
be  satisfactory  to  his  Gk>vemment.  Afieisome 
general  observations,  he  proposed  that  we  should 
each  make  out  such  a  sketch  as  we,  respeetiTelf, 
think  proper ;  and  to  have  another  conference  fa 
the  [purpose]  of  comparing  our  respectircsketches, 
to  which  I  readily  assented.  He  then  said,  tbat 
as  soon  as  he  could  lay.  the  sul^jcct  before  tic 
Council,  he  would  prepare  a  sketch,  and  woald 
notify  me  when  we  should  have  another  meeiini- 
And  here  our  conference  ended. 

"  I  immediately  made  out  the  oudines  of  a  con- 
vention, or  treaty,  a  copy  of  which  I  hafeiae 
honor  of  enclosing ;  and  I  have  waited  for  an  in- 
vitation to  the  proposed  interview,  but  hare  m* 
yet  received  any  such  notice;  but  knowing iioj 
constantly  this  Government  has  been  o^cupiWi 
for  some  time  past,  with  concerns  of.  the  high® 
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nterest  and  imponance,  I  am  disposed  to  muke 
11  reasonable  allowance  for  the  delay  of  a  second 
onference." 


Project  of  a  Convention, 

Article  1.  There  shall  be,  between  the  whole 
f  the  territories  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
s  now  existing,  or  as  they  may  hereafter  exist, 
nd  all  the  territories  of  His  Most  Faithful  Ma- 
esty,  in  Europe  and  elsewhere,  as  existing  at  this 
ime,  or  as  may  hereafter  exist,  being  under  their 
ontrgl,  respectively,  a  reciprocal  iil^rty  of  com- 
aerce.  The  inhaoitants  of  the  two  countries, 
espectively,  shall  have  liberty,  freely  and  secure- 
y,  to  come  with  their  vessels  and  cargoes  to  all 
uch  places,  ports,  and  rivers,  in  any  of  the  terri* 
Dries  aforesaid,  to  which  any  other  foreigners  are 
lermitted  to  come,  to  enter  into  the  same,  and  to 
emain  and  reside  in  any  parts  of  the  said  territo- 
ies,  respectively ;  also,  to  hire  and  occupy  houses 
nd  stores,  for  the  purposes  of  their  commerce; 
nd,  generally,  the  merchants  and  traders  of  each 
tation,  respectively,  shall  enjoy  the  most  com- 
ilete  protection  and  security  for  their  persons  and 
:ommerce,  but  subject  always  to  the  laws  and 
tatntes  of  the  two  countries,  respectively. 

Art.  2.  No  higher  or  other  duties  shall  be  im- 
losed  on  the  importations  into  the  United  States 
if  any  articles,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ure  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty's  territories,  in 
Surope  or  elsewhere,  and  no  higher  or  other  du- 
ies  snail  be  imposed  on  the  importation  into  the 
erritories  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty,  in  Eu- 
ope  or  elsewhere,  of  any  articles,  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States, 
han  are,  or  shall  be,  payable  on  the  like  articles, 
«ing  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  any 
»ther  foreign  country;  nor  shall  any  higher  or 
ither  duties  or  charges  be  imposed,  in  either  of 
he  two  countries,  on  the  exportation  of  any  arti- 
cles, to  the  United  States,  or  to  His  Most  Faith- 
ul  Majesty's  territories,  in  Europe  or  elsewhere, 
espectively,  than  such  as  are  payable  on  the  ex- 
lortation  of  the  like  articles  to  any  other  foreign 
tountry ;  nor  shall  any  prohibition  be  imposed  on 
he  exportation  or  importation  of  any  articles,  the 
rrowtb,  produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty's  territo- 
ies^  in  Europe  or  elsewhere,  or  to  or  from  the 
Jnited  States,  which  shall  not  extend  to  all  other 
lations. 

Noliigher  or  other  duties  or  charges  shall  be 
mposed,  in  any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
)n  Portuguese  vessels,  than  those  payable  in  the 
»me  ports  by  vessels  of  the  United  States,  nor  in 
my  of  the  ports  within  the  territories  of  His  Most 
Ei*aithful  Majesty,  on  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
than  shall  be  payable  in  the  same  ports  on  ves- 
sels belonging  to  the  dominions  of  Portugal,  in 
Burope  or  elsewhere. 

The  same  duties  shall  be  paid  on  the  importa- 
tions into  the  United  States  or  articles,  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the  dominions  of  His 
Most  Faithful  Majesty,  in  Europe  or  elsewhere, 
whether  such  importations  shall  be  in  vessels  of 


the  United  States,  or  in  vessels  of  Portugal  or  any 
of  her  colonies ;  and  the  same  duties  shall  be  paid 
on  the  importations  into  any  of  the  ports  of  Por- 
tugal, or  her  colonies,  of  any  articles,  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the  United  States, 
whether  such  importations  shall  be  in  vessels  of 
Portugal  or  her  colonies,  or  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States. 

The  same  duties  shall  be  paid,  and  the  same 
bounties  allowed,  on  the  importation  of  any  ar- 
ticles, the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  ot  His 
Most  Faithful  Majesty's  dominions,  in  Europe  or 
elsewhere,  to  the  United  States,  whether  such  ex- 
portations  shall  be  in  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
or  in  vessels  of  Portugal  or  her  colonies ;  and  the 
same  duties  shall  be  paid,  and  the  same  bounties 
be  allowed,  on  the  exportation  of  any  articles,  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  territories  of  His  Most  Faithful 
Majesty,  in  Europe  or  elsewhere,  whet  her  such  ex- 
portations  shall  to  in  vessels  of  the  dominions,  in 
Europe  or  elsewhere^  of  His  Most  Faithful  Ma- 
jesty, or  in  vessels  oi  the  United  States. 

It  is  further  agreed,  that  in  all  cases  where 
drawbacks  are,  or  may  be  allowed  upon  the  re-ex- 
portation of  any  goods,  the  growth,  ppduce,  or 
manufacture  of  either  country,  respectively,  the 
aroonnt  of  the  said  drawback  shall  be  the  same, 
whether  the  said  goods  shall  have  been  originally 
imported  in  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  dominion! 
of  Portugal  or  her  colonies,  or  a  vessel  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  but  when  such  re-exportation  shall 
take  place,  from  the  United  States  m  a  Portuguese 
vessel,  or  from  the  dominions  of  His  Most  Faith- 
ful Majesty,  in  Europe  or  elsewhere,  in  a  vessel 
of  the  United  States,  to  any  other  foreign  nation, 
the  two  contracting  parties  reserve  to  themselves, 
respectively,  the  right  of  regulating  or  diminishing 
in  such  case,  the  amount  of  the  said  drawback. 

Art.  3.  It  shall  be  free  for  each  of  the  two 
contracting  parties,  respectively,  to  appoint  con- 
suls for  the  protection  of  trade,  to  reside  in  the 
dominions  and  territories  of  the  other  party ;  but 
before  any  Consul  shall  act  as  such,  he  shall,  in 
the  usual  form,  be  approved  and  admitted  by  the 
Qovernment  to  which  he  is  sent ;  and  it  is  hereby 
declared,  that,  in  case  of  illegal  or  improper  con- 
duct towards  the  laws  of  the  Government  to  which 
he  is  sent,  such  Consul  may  either  be  punished  ac- 
cording to  law,  if  the  laws  will  reach  the  case,  or 
be  sent  back ;  the  offended  Government  assigning 
to  the  other  reasons  for  the  same. 


Extracts  of  a  letUrfrom  Mr.  Dearborn  to  the  Secretary 

of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  December  13, 1622. 

"From  the  apparent  intentional  delays  on  the 
part  of  this  Government,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
posed commercial  regulations  between  the  two 
countries,  combined  with  the  existing  state  of  af- 
fairs of  this  country,  I  am  satisfied  that  I  must 
expect  further  delays.  The  relations  respecting 
Brazil ;  the  completion  of  the  organization  of  the 
Government  unuer  the  new  constitution ;  the  re- 
fusal of  the  dueen  to  subscribe  and  swear  to  the 
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constitution  as  the  law  directs;  and  negotiations 
with  Spain,  for  forming  a  treaty  of  ahiance,  to- 
gether with  the  anxietv  which  generally  prevaib, 
in  regard  to  what  mayoe  the  result  of  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  Congress  at  Verona,  all  conspire  to 
afford  an  apology  for  the  delays  above  referred  to.'' 
'^  Mr.  Correa  was  appointed  by  the  King  to  ne- 

fotiate  a  treaty  with  me,  of  which  I  was  informed 
y  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  20th  day  of 
October,  but  having  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
Cortes,  he  declined  the  appointment,  and  although 
the  Secretary  of  State  assured  me  that  some  other 
person  woaid  be  soon  appointed,  no  appointment 
has  yet  been  made." 


Extracts  of  a  letter  from  General  Dearborn  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  January  30,  1823. 

"  I  embrace  the  opportunity  of  adding  to  my 
other  communication,  by  informing  you,  that  I 
have  had  two  meetings  with  the  Count  da  Lapa, 
who  has  been  appointed  Plenipotentiary  on  the 
part  of  Portugal,  for  negotiating  and  completing 
a  commercial  treaty  with  the  United  States ;  and 
having  exchanged  our  full  powers,  a  conversation 
ensued,  in  which,  the  Count  expressed  sentiments 
fully  according  with  those  heretofore  expressed  by 
Mr.  Pinheiro,  Secretary  of  State  for  foreign  Af- 
fairs, as  noticed  in  the  letter  I  had  the  honor  of 
writing  to  you,  on  the  13th  of  December,  which 
induces  a  reasonable  hope,  that  a  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement may  be  effected ;  but  I  am  not  without 
aome  doubts  as  to  its  being  the  real  intention  of 
this  Government  to  conclude  a  treaty  immediately, 
although  the  Secretary,  but  a  few  days  since,  ver- 
bally assured  me,  that  there  existed  no  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  a  speedy  conclusion  of  such  a  conven- 
tion or  treaty  as  would  be  mutually  satisfactory. 
It  must  very  soon  be  ascertained,  whether  words 
and  actions  so  fully  correspond  as  would  be  de- 
sirable. 

^  We  shall  have  another  conference  within  a 
few  days,  when  I  shall  be  able  to  ascertain,  with 
more  certainty,  bow  our  ideas  correspond  with 
each  other.  Having  at  his  desire,  furnished  him 
with  the  basis  and  outlines  of  such  a  treaty, 
as  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  United  Sutes,  he 
will,  of  course,  express  his  opinion  at  our  next 
meeting  on  the  basis  and  outlines  by  me  proposecL 
by  which  it  may  be  understood  whether  we  shall 
be  likely  to  succeed  ultimately,  or  not,  in  a  satis- 
factory arrangement." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Dearborn  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  Febrwiry  20,  1823. 

"  The  Count  da  Lapa  has  agreed  to  the  basis  I 
had  proposed  for  the  treaty;  but,  by  his  instruc- 
tions, he  considers  it  necessary  to  divide  the  treaty 
into  three  distinct  heads,  viz :  navigation,  com- 
merce, and  persons,  and  he  has  agreed  to  furnish 
me  immediately  with  a  sketch  of  the  first  head, 
and  soon  after,  with  the  second.  I  have  some 
doubts  whether  his  second  part  will  be  acceptable^ 


but  I  hope  that,  within  a  few  days,  my  donbis 
may  be  removed.  He  dbes  not  appear  to  be  id 
any  haste,  and  I  have  an  opportunity  for  the  foil 
exercise  of  my  stock  of  patience. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Dearborn  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  SUtte,  dated 

Lisbon,  March  3, 1S23. 

<<  I  have  not  yet  heard  from  the  Count  da  Lapa, 
since  the  10th  ultimo,  when  he  agreed  to  make 
out  the  form  of  the  first  head  of  the  treaty,  and 
call  on.  me  within  the  course  of  that  week ;  bat, 
subsequently  to  our  last  meeting,  a  report  was 
made  tp  the  Cortes,  on  the  subject  of  the  present 
existing  treaty  with  England,  particularly  in  rela- 
tion to  the  article  which  stipulates  that  certaii 
English  manufactures  should  be  admitted  into 
Portugal,  on  paying  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  oi 
their  cost.  The  report  concluded  by  saying  that, 
under  existing  circumstances,  the  PortogueseGov- 
ernment  have  the  right  to  suspend  the  opeiatioa 
of  the  article  alluded  to,  until  new  negotiations 
should  be  had  on  the  subject.  The  report  was 
sanctioned  by  a  vote  of  the  Cortes.  I  presume 
that  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  by  a  committee, 
and  by  the  Cortes,  has  occasioned  the  long  delay 
on  the  part  of  the  Count  da  Lapa.  By  the  above- 
mentioned  report,  it  appears,  that  negotiations 
have  been  going  on  between  rortogal  aad  Great 
Britain,  for  some  time,  with  a  view  on  ^  fart 
of  the  former,  of  effecting  such  alterations  in  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  existing  treaty,  as  leould  enable 
her  to  enter  into  such  liberal  and  reciprocal  com- 
mercial treaties  with  other  natJotis,  as  W(»ld  be 
acceptable.  But  it  appears,  by  the  said  report, 
that  England,  as  might  be  expected,  is  Tery  oa- 
willing  to  relinquish  any  of  the  exclusive  advan- 
tages she  now  enioys,  under  the  present  treaty ; 
and  I  am  persuaded,  that  this  Gk^vemmenl  still 
finds  itself  embarrassed  by  certain  stipolatioas  in 
her  treaty  of  1810.  with  Great  Britain,  and  that, 
to  that  source,  the  long  delays  I  hare  experienced 
are  to  be  principally  attributed.  I  am  satisfied, 
however,  that  the  Government  is  very  earaesffy 
engaged  in  endeavoring  to  effect  such  arrange- 
ments with  England,  as  mav  be  necosary  for  pre- 
paring the  way  for  a  liberal  and  reciprocal  treaty 
with  the  United  States." 


Extract  of  a  letter  finm  General  Dearborn  to  the  Sec- 
retary qf  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  Biardk  24,  1833w 

«  Our  negotiation  has  been  suspended  for  some 
time,  and  will  not,  I  presume,  bie  recommenced 
until  the  present  unfortunate  affair  shall  be  de- 
cided." 


Extract  of  Despatch,  No,  9,  fivm  General  Deasbon 
to  the  Sectary  of  State,  dated 

LisBqN,  June  4, 1323. 

"  Nothing  unfavorable  to  a  speedy  completion 

of  the  proposed  commercial  treaty  has  occurred 

for  several  months  past,  and  I  have  waited  with 

a  hope  that  the  repeated  assurances  of  the  late 
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Vf  inister  might  be  Terified,  until  a  counter  revolu- 
ion  has  been  actually  effected,  and  the  Kin^ 
igain  restored  to  absolute  power.  '  It  is  very  evi- 
lent  that  the  concluding  of  any  commercial  regu- 
lation with  this  Government,  such  as  could  be 
icceptable  to  the  United  States,  will  be  procras- 
inated,  so  long  as  this  Government  shall  con- 
ioue  to  consider  the  friendship  of  Great  Britain 
IS  essential  to  its  safety.  I  shall  endeavor,  as 
*ariy  as  possible,  to  learn  the  disposition  of  the 
^ing  and  his  Minister^  in  relation  to  the  renewal 
>f  the  negotiations,  and  the  probability  of  a  satis- 
actory  result." 

^rad  of  Despatch,  No.  10,  from  General  Dearborn 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  June  29,  1823. 
"  I  have  now  the  honor  of  transmitting  copies 
)f  my  correspondence  with  the  late  Minister  and 
I)ount  de  Lapa.  I  have  not  had  any  other  oor- 
espondence  with  the  present  Minister  of  Foreign 
Vflairs,  Count  Palmelia,  than  that  of  receiving  a 
lote  from  him  announcing  his  being  the  Secre- 
ary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whom  I  should, 
Q  future,  address  any  communication  I  might 
lave  occasion  to  make  to  his  Government,  and 
oy  answer,  together  with  a  ceremonious  call 
ipon  him,  and  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the 
iresent  disposition  of  this  Government  in  relation 
0  commercial  arrangements  with  us,  excepting 
he  assurance  of  the  King,  which  I  noticed  in  my 
ast  letten" 


''opy  of  a  Utter  from  Mr,  Dearborn  to  the  Count  de 

Lapa. 

Lisbon  March  8, 1823. 

Sir  :  Being  quite  at  leisure,  I  take  the  liberty 
f  giving  you  an  historical  sketch  of  the  pending 
egotiations  between  the  United  States  and  Por- 

Considering  the  facts  and  circumstances  set 
}rth  in  it,  combined  with  the  recent  report  of  a 
ommittee  to  the  Cortes  on  the  sdbject  of  the  ex- 
iting treaty  with  Great  Britain,  I  cannot  avoid 
eing  impressed  with  a  belief  that,  owing  to  these 
r  other  circumstances,  the  present  time  is  not 
onsidered  as  propitious  by  this  Grovernment  for 
oncluding  su^h  a  treaty  with  the  United  States 
s  has  been  contemplated ;  and  as  I  am  not  au- 
lorized,  nor  inclined,  to  urge  the  conclusion  of  a 
reaty  on  your  Government.  I  am  induced  to  sug- 
est,  with  candor,  the  expediency  of  an  entire  sus- 
ension  of  the  negotiation,  as  preferable  to  such 

protracted  one  as  may  probaoly  extend  beyond 
tie  term  of  my  mission.  I  beg  leave,  at  the  same 
ime,  to  assures  you,  that  this  frank  communica- 
ion  is  entirely  unaasociated  with  the  slightest 
nfriendly  feeling,  or  with  any  disposition  to  cen- 
are,  or  complam ;  being  satisfieu,  as  I  am,  that 
lis  Most  Faithful  Majestv  and  his  Government 
re  disposed  to  act,  not  only  with  good  faith,  but 
1  the  most  friendly  manner,  to  the  United  States. 

I  renew  the  assurances,  d&c. 

HENRY  DEARBORN. 

To  the  Count  ob  Lapa,  dbc. 


BKEfCH. 

Soon  after  my  arrival  here,  I  received  informa- 
tion from  his  Excellency,  Silvestre  Pinheiro  Fer- 
reira,  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  for  For- 
eign Affairs,  showing  a  desire  on  the  part  of  His 
Most  Faithful  Majesty's  Government  for  entering 
into  liberal  arrangements  with  the  United  States 
in  relation  to  commerce,  with  a  disposition  for 
drawing  closer  the  bonds  of  friendship  between 
the  two  nations.  After  informing  his  Excellency 
that  I  possessed  full  power  for  negotiating  and 
concluding  such  commercial  arrangements,  we 
had  a  conference,  in  which  it  was  agreed  that  we 
should  adopt  for  a  basis  of  a  treaty,  the  general 
principles  of  the  late  treaty,  or  convention,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain ;  and 
ultimately  agreed,  that  each  of  us  should  make 
out  a  sketch  of  such  a  treaty,  as  would  be  in  con- 
formity with  the  convention  above  alluded  to, 
and  would  be  satisfactory  to  our  respective  €k)v- 
ernments ;  and  within  a  few  days  I  was  to  be  no- 
tified of  another  meeting,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
paring our  sketches  of  a  treaty ;  this  was  on  the 
3d  of  September.  On  the  20th  of  October,  I  re- 
ceived information  from  his  Excellency  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  that  His  Majesty  had  appointed 
the  Commandeur  Correa  de  Serra,  as  a  commis- 
sioner to  treat  with  me.  I  immediately  answered 
the  note,  and  observed,  that  I  should,  with  pleas- 
ure, meet  the  Commandeur  Correa  de  Serra  at 
such  time  and  place  he  should  please  to  appoint. 
I  heard  nothing  from  the  Commandeur ;  and  on 
the  24th  December  I  received  a  note  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  informing  me  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Count  de  Lapa,  as  Plenipotentiary 
to  treat  with  me.  In  the  mean  time,  I  had  a  con- 
ference with  his  Excellency  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  informed  him,  that  I  had  written  to 
my  Cfovernmentto  the  folio  wing  effect:  That  I  had 
reason  to  believe,  from  the  long  suspension  of  the 
negotiations;  that  this  Government  found  itself  so 
emoarrassed  with  ^he  affairs  of  Brazil,  the  oigan- 
ization  of  the  several  departments  of  the  new  Gov- 
ernment, with  negotiations  with  Spain,  and  by 
the  existing  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  as  might 
be  considered  a  reasonable  excuse  for  postponing 
the  negotiations  with  me,  at  least  for  a  time.  I 
then  o1»erved  to  Mr.  Pinheiro,  that  neither  my 
instructions,  nor  my  own  feelings,  would  allow 
me  to  urge  his  Government  to  a  conclusion  of  a 
treaty ;  and  that  I  had  not  made  the  statement  to 
my  Grovernment  by  way  of  complaint.  Mr.  Pin- 
heiro explicitly  replied  to  my  observations  ii\  de- 
tail, and  declared,  that  neither  of  the  circamstan- 
ces  I  had  mentioned,  formed  any  obstacle  to  the 
conclusion  of  the  pronosed  treaty  between  Por- 
tugal and  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  Count 
de  Lapa  would,  within  a  few  days,  recommence 
with  me  the  negotiations.  The  Count  very  soon 
called  on  me;  and,  as  was  proposed  by  him,  it 
was  agreed  that  the  conferences  should  be  held 
at  ihy  house.  A  day  was  appointed  for  the  ex- 
change of  our  respective  full  powers ;  and  after 
the  exchange  of  powers,  a  day  was  agreed  on  for 
a  conference,  and  I,  at  the  same  time,  delivered  to 
the  Count  my  sketch  of  a  treaty,  and  on  the  tenth 
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of  February  had  a  meetiDg,  and  discussed  the 
subject  generally,  and  mutually  agreed  to  adopt 
the  sketch  I  had  made  out,  with  some  unimport- 
ant exceptions ;  which  exceptions  we  agreed  to 
and  minuted.  The  Count  de  Lapa  havmg  pro- 
posed a  regular  division  of  the  treaty  into  three 
heads,  to  wit :  Navigation,  Commerce,  and  Per- 
sons, I  made  no  objection,  and  he  agreed  to  make 
out  the  form  of  the  first  head,  which  he  proposed 
showing  to  me  in  the  course  of  that  week.  It  is 
now  the  8th  day  of  March,  and  1  have  not  had 
the  honor  of  hearing  from  the  Count  since  the 
10th  of  February. 

HENRY  DEARBORN. 


Th/i  CwLiA  de  Lapa  to  Mr,  Dearborn. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  of  informing  his 
Excellency  General  Dearborn,  Envoy  Extraordi- 
nary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty's  inva- 
riable desires  for  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  with 
the  United  States.  The  same  reasons  that  have 
been  expressed  to  H.  E.  of  there  being  no  diffi- 
culties to  its  conclus^ion  subsist,  and  the  state  in 
which  the  negotiation  may  be  considered  to  be,  is 
an  incontestable  proof  of  it.  The  good  faith  with 
which  His  Majesty  praises  himself,  of  correspond- 
ing to  the  sentiments  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  its  not  urging  for  the  brevity, 
have  retarded  the  proceedings,  where  extraordi- 
nary concurrences  have  happened. 

This  frank  declaration  seems  to  the  undersigned 
as  answering  the  different  points  mentioned  by 
His  Excellenc)r  in  his  letter  and  historical  sketch 
of  the  negotiation. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  renew  the  assurances  of  his  particular 
esteem  and  perfect  consideration. 

THE  COUNT  DA  LAPA. 

Lisbon,  March  12, 1823. 

[The  original  of  this  letter  is  in  English.] 


Mr.  DeaHwrn  to  Mr.  Penheiroy  Minister  of  Fbreign 

Affairs. 

Lisbon,  April  18, 1823. 

The  undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States, 
near  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty,  having  very  re- 
cently seen  what  is  suted  to  be  a  decree  of  His 
Most  Faithful  Majesty,  dated  March  12,  1823, 
relating  to  the  treaty  of  1810,  between  Portugal 
and  Great  Britain,  and  particularly  to  the  fifteenth 
article  of  the  said  treaty :  The  confidence  which 
he  has,  in  the  candor  of  his  Excellency  Mr.  Pen- 
heiro.  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  induces  him  to 
take  the  liberty  of  asking  his  Excellency  whether 
this  decree,  or  the  pending  negotiations  of  the 
new  treaty  between  Portugal  and  Great  Britain, 
referred  to  in  the  decree,  will  interfere  in  any  man- 
ner with  the  negotiations  respecting  Che  treaty 
between  Portugal  and  the  United  States,  which 
has  been  proposed,  and  to  a  certain  extent  mutu- 
ally agreed  on. 

If,  from  the  above-mentioned  decree,  or  from 


the  pending  negotiation  with  Gremt  Britain,  or 
from  any  other  consideration,  a  temporary  saspea- 
sion  of  the  negotiation  between  Portugal  and  tte 
United  States  would  be  convenient  to  the  Govera- 
ment  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty,  the  anikr- 
dersigned  will  readily  acquiesce  in  sach  a  suspea- 
sion. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  his  BxceUency  the 
assuranceof  his  high  coDsideratioD  and  partieolar 
esteem.  HENRY  DEARBORN. 


[translation.] 
Mr.  SUvestre  Penheiro  Ferreifn  id  General  Deasban. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  and  Secretarj  of 
State  for  Foreign  AffAirs,  having  before  him  the 
note  of  General  Henry  Dearborn,  Envoy  Bxtn- 
ordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoten^ary  from  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  tinder  dale  of 
the  18th  of  last  month,  takes  pleasure  hi  repeatie; 
to  His  Excellency  what  he  had  verbally  the  honor 
of  affirming  to  him  twice  before,  ^vhen  his  Excel- 
lency  made  him  the  same  request ;  besides  wbii 
a  short  time  since  the  Count  de  Lapa  had  orden 
to  repeat,  in  answer  to  a  letter  which  his  Excel- 
lency addressed  to  him  upon  the  same  sabject, 
dated  the  8th  of  March  last,  agreeing  in  this  poisl 
entirely  with  the  Grovernmeat  of  the  United  Sutes, 
in  regard  to  the  importance  of  the  treaty  in  ^aes- 
tioif. 

The  undersigned,  on  this  occasion,  reaews  to 
his  Excellency  the  assurances  of  his  perfect  tout- 
sideration. 

S.  PENHEIRO  FBRREIRl. 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Ford^ 
Affiiirs,  May  2, 1823. 


Extract  of  a  UUer  from  Henry  Decaboruj  iSMff 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  UnUfid  StaUe  al  Lukum^  to 
the  Secretary  of  StaU^  dated 

LienoN,  Jfdy  15, 1823. 

"Having  obtained  no  satisfactory  in A>nnatkm 
from  the  present  Government,  in  regard  to  its 
disposition  in  relation  to  commerciai  regaJation^ 
I  addressed  a  note  to  the  Marquis  of  Palmella  oa 
the  8th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor 
of  enclosing,  (No.  1 ;)  and  on  the  12th  I  received 
an  answer,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  enclosed, 
(No.  2.)" 

No.  1. 

Mr.  Dearborn  to  his  ExceUeney  the  Marqwis  dt  M 
mdla^  Minister  wnd  Secretary  of  State  for  Forage 
Affairs  to  His  Most  Faithful  Me^'eOy. 

Sir:  Presnming  that  your  ExcelleDCT  has  been 
made  acquainted  with  the  measures  which  ban 
been  pursued  in  relation  to  a  commercial  trearf 
between  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty  and  the  Gor- 
ernment  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  of 
course,  with  the  basis  and  principles  agreed  oa 
by  the  Count  de  Lapa  on  the  part  of  His  Most 
Faithful  Majesty,  and  by  the  undersigned  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States :  The  undersigned  will 
esteem  it  as  a  favor  to  be  informed,  as  early  as 
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nay  be  quite  convenient  to  your  Excellency,  what 
aay  be  the  present  dispositipn  of  His  Most  Faith- 
ul  Majesty^  Gbvernment,  in  relation  to  a  com- 
pletion of  sach  a  conunercial  treaty  between  the 
wo  countries  as  has  already  to  a  certain  extent 
een  mutually  agreed  on. 
fie  assured,  sir,  that  it  is  with  the  greatest  plea- 
ure,  that  the  undersigned  embraces  the  present 
iccasion  for  presenting  to  your  Excellency  his 
Qost  respectful  and  friendly  regards. 

HENRY  DEARBORN. 


[transijition.] 
The  Marquis  de  PalnuUa  to  General  Dearborn, 

The  undersigned,  Counsellor^  Minister,  and  Sec- 
etary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  havinff  received 
lie  note  which,  of  the  date  of  the  Bth  instant, 
leneral  Henry  Dearborn,  Envoy  Extraordinary 
nd  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  Gk>vernment 
f  the  United  States  of  America,  addressed  to  him, 
elative  to  the  intended  commercial  treaty  between 
lis  Most  Faithful  Majesty  and  the  Gbvernment 
f  the  same  United  States,  has  to  answer  His  Ex- 
ellency,  that  the  present  events  not  having  yet 
€rmitted  a  full  investigation  of  this  business  to 
le  made,  the  undersigned  will,  as  soon  as  possible, 
pply  himself  to  it,  and  then  will  have  much  sat- 
sfaction  in  inviting  His  Excellency  to  a  confer- 
nce. 

Upon  this  occasion  the  undersigned  repeats  to 
|en.  Henry  Dearborn,  the  assurances  of  his  par- 
icular  esteem  and  perfect  consideration. 

>ffice  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, 10th  July,  1823. 

PALMELLA. 


hiract  of  a  letter  from  Henry  Dearborns  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Lisbon^  to 
the  Secretary  ofState^  dated 

"  Lisbon,  My  21, 1823. 

*^  By  the  request  of  the  Marquis  of  Palmella,  I 
raited  on  him  on  the  15th  instant ;  his  manner 
nd  deportment  was  pleasing ;  he  observed  that 
e  had  been  so  constantly  occupied  with  business 
itherto,  as  not  to  have  had  it  in  his  power  to  ex- 
mine  the  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
osed  commercial  treaty  between  Portugal  and  the 
United  States,  but  that  certainly  he  would  attend 
>  it  very  soon;  and  that  whatever  commercial 
^gulations  might  be  framed  between  the  two 
oontries,  to  be  useful  and  durable,  must  be  per- 
*ctly  reciprocal;  and  that  he  thought  the  late 
'eaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
in  a  good  model." 


^airact  of  a  letter  from  Henry  Dearborn^  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States^  at  Lulbon^  to 
ifte  Secretary  of  StcUe,  dated 

<<  Lisbon,  October  25, 1823. 

"  Having  received  no  intimations  from  this 
lovernment,  of  a  disposition  for  recommencing 
egotiations  for  a  conunercial  treaty,  I  begin  to 
oubt  whether  any  further  progress  may  be  ex- 


pected; but  a  few  months  more  toiust  afford  suffi- 
cient time  for  either  completing  what  has  so  long 
since  been  begun,  or  for  ascertaining  the  real  dis- 
positions of  this  Government  on  the  subject," 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Henry  Dearborn,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  United  States^  at  Lisbon^  to  the  See^ 
retary  of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  November  7,  1823. 

"  The  vessel  by  which  my  other  letters  will  be 
conveyed,  not  having  sailed,  I  have  concluded  to 
profit  by  the  delay,  by  writing  a  note  to  the  Mar- 
quis Palmella,  as  my  probable  last  effort  for  draw- 
ing; from  him  the  real  disposition  and  intention  of 
this  Gk>vernment,  in  relation  to  a  renewal  of  the 
negotiation  for  a  commercial  treaty;  a  copy  of 
which  note  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing.  I 
hope  I  may  receive  his  answer,  before  the  vessel 
sails,  so  that  I  may  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  it 
with  my  other  letters ;  if  not,  I  will  forward  it  by 
the  earliest  opportunity." 


Oeneral  DeaHxtm  to  the  Marquis  of  Palmella,  Covmr 
cHlor  of  State,  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State,  fw 
Fcfrdgn  Affairs^ 

Lisbon,  Nbvernher  7, 1823. 

Sir  :  Several  months  having  elapsed  since  your 
Excellency  was  pleased  to  say,  that  you  would,  as 
soon  as  possible,  look  over  the  papers  relating  to 
the  commercial  treaty,  which  had,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, been  mutually  ai^reed  on,  by  the  Count  de 
Lapa,  on  the  part  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty, 
and  myself,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  ana 
that  you  would  give  me  early  notice  of  your  hav- 
ing examined  the  subject;  and  your  Excellency 
was  pleased  to  express  an  opinion  that  a  treaty,  on 
the  basis  of  our  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  would 
be  most  desirable;  I  at  the  same  time  informed 
your  Excellency,  that  my  Gbvernment  did  not 
wish  me  to  press  this  Government  on  the  subject 
of  a  treaty,  but  if  it  should  find  it  inclined  to  enter 
into  literal  and  r/eciprocal  arrangements,  to  show 
an  equal  desire  on  my  part,  for  forming  a  treaty 
on  the  basis  of  the  late  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain.  I  have,  therefore,  waited 
for  a  communication  from  your  Excellency,  as 

firoposed  at  your  last  conference  at  your  Excet* 
ency's  office ;  but  not  having  received  any  inti- 
mation of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  His  Most  Faith- 
ful Majesty's  Gbvernment  to  renew  the  negotia- 
tion, I  conclude  that  I  may  now  with  propriety 
state  to  mv  Government  that  there  is  very  little, 
if  any,  probability  of  effecting  any  commercial  ar- 
rangement with  this  GK>vernment  within  the  pro- 
bable term  of  my  mission.  My  motive  for  commu- 
nicating the  foregoing  observations  to  your  Excel- 
lency, is  no  other  than  that  of  merely  placing  the 
subject  once  more  before  your  Excellency,  in  a 
plain  and  candid  manner,  free  from  any  complaint 
on  my  part,  or  a  disposition  to  urge  the  renewal  of 
the  negotiation. 

I  renew  to  your  Excellency  the  assurance  of 
my  distinguished  consideration  and  respect. 

HENRY  DEARBORN. 
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EatrwA  of  a  letter  from  Henry  Dearborriy  Mwitier 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Statee  at  LUJbcn^  to 
the^  Secretary  ofSUnU^  dated 

Lisbon,  Noveniber  27, 1823. 

''  Ob  the  1:2th  instant,  I  received  a  note  from 
the  Marquis  de  Palmella,  in  replv  to  my  note  to 
him  of  the  7th,  of  which  I  had  tne  honor  of  en- 
closing a  copy  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  9th. 
The  Marquis  proposed  a  conference  on  the  14th, 
at  his  office;  I  waited  on  him  accordingly;  he 
very  candidly  admitted  that,  previous  to  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  of  the  fifteen  years  stipulated 
in  their  treaty  with  England,  concluded  in  June, 
1810,  and  to  such  modifications  of  said  treaty  as 
would  remove  the  obstacles  now  eiqisting.  to  a 
aatisfactory  arrangement  with  the  United  States, 
the  Government  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty 
could  not,  with  propriety,  form  any  such  treaty 
with  the  United  States,  as  is  desirable,  but  that 
we  might,  nevertheless,  form  a  short  convention, 
merely  relative  to  navigation,  which  would  be  a 
commencement  of  such  a  friendly  and  reciprocal 
arrangement  as  both  Governments  desired,  which 
should  be  on  the  basis  of  our  convention  with 
Great  Britain.  I  agreed  to  make  a  sketch  of  such 
a  short  convention,  relating  to  navigation,  as  he 
had  proposed,  and  accordingly  made  out  one  and 
sent  It  to  him  on  the  19th,  a  copv  of  which  1  have 
the  honor  of  enclosing.  I  met  tne  Marquis  on  the 
22d,  when  he  assured  me  that,  within  a  very  few 
days,  he  would  communicate  to  me  the  result  of 
His  Majesty's  decision  on  the  sketch  I  had  pro- 
posed. I  doubt  whether  the  3d  article  will  be 
considered  as  admissible  at  present,  and  whether 
we  shall  ultimately  agree  on  any  thinff  that  will 
be  of  much  consequence;  but.  by  the  1st  and  2d 
articles,  some  advantage  would  be  gamed,  as  we 
have  so  sreat  a  numt^r  of  vessels  entering  the 
ports  of  Portugal,  compared  with  the  Portuguese 
vessels  that  enter  the  ports  of  the  United  States." 


Prq/ect  of  a  Treaty. 

Articli  1.  There  shall  be  a  reciprocal  liberty 
of  navigation  and  commerce  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal, 
and  such  of  her  colonies  as  any  other  foreign  na- 
tk>Q  are  or  shall  be  aUowed  to  carry  on  com- 
merce with. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  countries,  respectively, 
shall  have  libertv  freely  and  securely  to  come  with 
their  vessels  ana  caries  to  all  such  places,  ports, 
rivers,  and  harbors,  m  their  respective  territories, 
to  which  any  other  foreign  vessels  are  or  shall  be 
permitted  to  come;  to  enter  into  the  same,  and  re- 
main and  reside  in  any  parts  of  the  said  territories 
respectively;  also,  to  hire  and  occupy  houses  and 
stores  for  the  purpose  of  their  commerce;  and, 
generally,  the  merchants  and  traders  of  each  na- 
tion, respectively,  shall  enjoy  the  most  complete 
prqtection  and  security  for  tneir  commerce,  per- 
sons, and  property,  but  subject  always  to  the  laws 
and  statutes  of  the  two  countfies  respectively. 

Art.  2.  No  higher  tonnage,  anchorage,  ii^ht 
money,  or  other  charges  of  any  kind,  shall  be  im- 
posed on  vessels  belonging  to  the  suttee  ts  of  His 


Most  Faithful  Majesty,  on  entering  any  of  the 
ports  of  the  United  States,  whilst  remainiiia;  ia 
port,  or  on  clearing  out  and  leaving  any  of  the 
said  ports,  than  shall  be  paid  on  like  vesseb  be- 
longing to  citizejis  of  the  United  States  arriviDf 
from  foreign  ports,  other  than  those  belonging  to 
the  United  States.  Nor  shall  any  hig^her  tonnage, 
anchorage,  light  money,  or  other  charges  of  any 
kind|  be  imposed  on  vessels  belonging  to  eitizeBs 
of  the  United  States  on  entering  any  of  the  porte 
of  Portugal,  or  suoh  of  her  colonies  as  foreign 
vessels  may  be  allowed  to  enter;  or  while  n- 
maininff  at,  or  on  clearing  out  and  leaving  any  of 
the  said  ports,  than  shall  be  paid  on  like  ve«b 
belonging  to  the  subjects  of  His  Most  Faithfoi 
Majesty,  arriving  from  foreign  ports,  other  thu 
those  belonging  to  the  dominions  of  His  htm 
Faithful  Majesty. 

Art.  3.  No  higher  duties  shall  be  paid  on  aith 
cles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  Por- 
tugal, or  sttch  of  her  colonies  as  vessels  of  tke 
United  States  shall  be  allowed  freely  to  tak 
with,  being  imported  into  the  United  Sates  a 
vessels  belonging  to  Portugal  or  her  colonies,  ts 
aforesaid,  than  would  be  paid  on  similar  articla 
im|)orted  into  the  United  States  in  vessels  of  the 
United  States.  Nor  shall  any  higher  duties  be 
paid  on  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  maou/ac- 
ture,  of  the  United  States,  being'  imported  into 
Portugal  or  her  colonies,  as  aforesaid,  m  vesseb  of 
the  United  States,  than  would  be  paid  oa  similar 
articles  imported  in  vetoels  of  Portogal  or  her 
colonies,  into  the  ports  of  Portugal. 

Art.'  4.  It  shau  be  free  for  each  of  the  two 
contracting  parties,  respectively,  to  appoint  con- 
suls for  the  protection  of  trade,  to  reside  in  the 
dominions  and  territories  of  the  other  party,  bat 
before  any  consul  shall  act  as  such,  he  shalL  k 
the  usual  form,  be  approved  and  admitted  by  the 
Government  to  which  he  is  sent ;  and  it  is  her^ 
declared,  that,  in  case  of  illegal  or  improper  con- 
duct towards  the  laws  of  the  Goviernmeoi  of  the 
country  to  which  he  is  sent,  such  consal  may  be 
punished  according  to  law,  if  the  laws  will  reach 
the  case,  the  offended  Gbvernment  asi^iiiAg'  to 
the  other  the  reasons  for  the  same. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Henry  Deaahcrn^ 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  StaUe  at  Ltcboa,  to 
the  Secretary  of  ShUe^  dated 

Lisbon,  Janmaay  26, 1824. 

*<  Since'the  date  of  my  letter  of  the  S7th  of  No- 
vember, in  which  I  had  the  honor  of  enclosiBg  t 
sketch  of  a  short  convention,  as  proposed  by  the 
Marquis  de  Palmella,  I  have  heara  nothing  from 
him  on  the  subject ;  and,  under  ezisting^  eireoae 
stances,  I  have  not  deemed  it  expedient  to  nes 
the  subject  any  further,  or  to  attempt  to  refreih 
his  memory  ;  bleinff  fully  satisfied  that,  whatever 
might  have  been  his  own  views,  he  has  ibaod 
such  insurmountable  obstacles  to  carry  them  into 
practical  effect,  as  has  compelled  him  to  be  silent 
I  am  fully  convinced  that  there  remains  no  prob- 
ability of  effecting  any  satisfactory  arrangement 
with  this  Qovemment  at  present." 
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Extract  of  a  UUer  from  General  DeaHfom  to  Mr. 

-  Adams, 

Lisbon,  March  4, 1824. 

"  I  have  received  do  iotimation  from  the  Marquis 
de  Palmeila,  in  relation  to  the  proposed  conten- 
tion, since  the  date  of  the  last  letter  I  had  (he 
honor  of  writing  to  you ;  nor  is  it  probable  I  shall ; 
of  course  I  am  quite  at  leisure. 

"  I  have  not  yet  received  the  copies  of  the  reg- 
ulations of  the  custom-houses  of  Portugal,  and  her 
colonies,  which  I  had  expected  to  receive  as  early 
as  the  first  of  December. 

"  I  am  now  anxiously  looking  for  the  Presi- 
dent's permission  to  return  home,  as  early  as  I 
proposed  in  nay  former  letters." 


COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce^  made  to  the 
Howe,  May  22, 1824. 

The  Committee  on  Commerce,  to  which  has 
been  referred  a  resolution  "  instroeting  them  to 
report  to  this  House  whether  any  law  exists  in 
contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  convention 
of  the  3d  of  July,  1815,  made  between  this  country 
and  Great  Britain ;  also,  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  countervailing,  by  law,  any  duties  or 
port  charges  on  American  commerce  and  tonnage, 
which  Great  Britain  may  lay  thereon^  in  her  col- 
onies, or  elsewhere,"  report : 

That,  having  bestowed  on  the  first  part  of  the 
resolution  the  consideration  due  to  its  importance, 
take  leave  to  state  to  the  House,  that  no  law  has 
been  passed,  by  Congress,  whicn  contravenes  or 
riolates  any  provision  of  the  convention  subsisting 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain* 
[*hey  regret,  however,  to  find  that  an  opinion  is 
ntertained  by  the  British  Government,  that  the 
ict  of  Congress,  passed  the  27th  of  April,  1816, 
ntitled  ^'An  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports 
ind  tonnage,"  in  imnosiog  a  higher  du^y  on  iron, 
nanufactured  by  rolling  than  on  hammered  iron, 
ontravenes  the  provisions  of  that  convention,  on 
he  ground  that  the  duty  operates  exclusively  on 
ron  manufactured  by  that  mode  in  Great  Britain. 
Vere  the  facts  on  which  this  opinion  rests  es- 
ftblishcd,  the  committee  do  not  think  they  would 
:iving  to  the  convention  either  a  strict  or  liberal 
onstruction,  warrant  the  inference. 

From  the  views  taken  of  this  subject  by  the 
ommittee,  they  are  much  gratified  in  being  re- 
eved from  the  necessity  of  going  into  a  long  and 
la  borate  argument  on  that  point,  by  stating,  that 
le  facts  set  forth  and  relied  on  by  the  British 
h>vernment,  to  support  the  position  taken  by  it, 
rill  not  enable  it  to  maintam,  successfully,  that 
ositioD,  as  will  satisfactorily  appear,  by  reierence 
»  the  report  of  the  Secretary  ol  the  Treasury  of 
le  11th  of  February,  1824,  stating  the  imjMrts 
I  to,  and  exporu  from,  the  United  States.  That 
^port  informs  the  committee,  that  iron,  manu- 
tctured  by  rolling,  is  an  import  into  the  United 


States,  not  only  from  Great  Britain,  but  also  from 
Sweden,  Russia,  and  other  countries.  During 
the  last  fiscal  year,  ending  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1823,  27,700  cwt  of  iron,  manufactured  by- 
rolling,  was  imported  from  Sweden,  and  2,003 
cwt.  Irom  Russia,  which  iron  was  subjected  to 
the  payment  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  huti- 
dred  weight. 

These  facts,  therefore,  evidently  and  conclt;- 
sively  show  that  iron  manufactured  by  rolling  is 
not,  according  to  the  position  taken  by  the  British 
Government,  a  manufacture  exclusively  British. 
One,  among  many  reasons,  which  influence  Con- 
gress to  impose  a  hicher  duty  on  rolled  than  on 
hammered  iron,  was  the  inferiority  of  the  former 
to  the  latter,  in  use  and  quality.    Mr.  Stratford 
Canning,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of 
State,  November  26, 1821,  says :  <*  Any  difference 
of  use  or  quality,  resulting  from  the  mode  of  man- 
ufacture, may  indeed  constitute  a  fair  ground  of 
distinction ;  but  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  no  such  difference  exists  in  the  present  in- 
stance."   That  a  difference,  in  use  and  quality, 
does  exist,  which  Mr.  Cannfnff  admits  to  be  a 
fair  ground  of  distinction,  is  Known  to  every 
blacksmith,  and  to  every  man  who  has  used  it. 
Every  man  of  judgm«it  gives  the  preference  to. 
hammered  iron,  because  it  is  freer  from  dross  or 
impurities  than  the  rpUed ;  and  because,  whatever 
article&.are  made  of  the  former,  are  not  only  bet- 
ter, but  more  durable.    The  allusion  made  bv 
Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Whitney's  saw  gin^  and  his 
comparison  of  that  machine  to  the  machmery  em- 
ployed in  rolling  iron,  is  an  ingenious  effort  to 
get  over  a  puzzling  difificulty,  by  attempting  to 
make  things  similar  which  have  in  them  nothing 
common  to  each  other,  on  which  to  found  a  si- 
militude.   It  is  known,  and  it  not  unfrequently 
happens,  that  the  importance  of  the  interest  threat- 
ened to  be  attacked,  produces  a  solicitude  for  its 
security,  which  often  occasions  its  advocates,  more 
zealous  to  preserve  it  from  injury  than  judicious 
in  their  defence  of  it,  to  surrender,  unwarily,  the 
vantage  ground.    Aware  of  this,  the  committee 
have  given  to  the  su|^gestion,  or  allusion  of  Mr. 
Canning,  all  the  consideration  it  merits,  and  have 
satisfied  themselves,  on  investigating  it,  that  it 
does  not  support  him  in  the  argument  he  founds 
on  it.    The  machinery  employed  in  rolling  or 
manufacturing  iron,  requires,  to  use  it  properlyi 
expert  and  skilful  workmen,  disciplined  in  that 
business,  and  also  the  constant  and  vigilant  at- 
tention of  an  intelligent  superintendent,  to  make 
that  naodeof  manufacturing  iron  succeed.    But 
Mr.  Whitney's  saw  giUi  how  happy  soever  the 
invention  may  be,  or  how  much  credit  soever  it 
inay  reflect  on  his  genius,  is  so  simple  in  its  con- 
struction, so  easily  worked  and  managed,  that  ne- 
groes, in  the  Southern  States,  are  employed  to 
work  it,  and  the  effect  of  its  operation  is  not  to 
produce  a  change  in  the  use  or  quality  of  the  cot- 
ton, by  that  mode  of  separating  the  cotton  from 
the  seed ;  for,  after  the  process  is  completed,  the 
cotton  is  as  much  a  .raw  material  as  iron  ore  is, 
when  taken  from  the  mine. 

The  ports  of  the  United  States  have  beenopen^ 
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generaliy,  to  the  introduction  of  British  manafec- 
tures,  before  and  since  the  conrention,  on  prin- 
ciples of  amity  and  liberality ;  and  the  commit- 
tee are  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  should  be  charged 
with  giving  to  the  convention  an  astuteness  of 
construction  incompatible  with  its  provisions,  es- 
pecially when  the  ports  of  His  Britannic  Majesty 
in  Europe  are  closed  against  the  introduction  of 
the  staple  articles  of  the  Eastern  and  Middle 
States.  Will  the  Government  of  Great  Britain 
allow  the  importation  into  Great  Britain  of  cotton 
and  wool  cards,  and  cut  nails,  manufactures  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  ground  that  those  arti- 
cles are  manufactured  exclusively  in  the  United 
States,  by  machines,  the  invention  of  ingenious 
citizens  ?  Or  does  it  allow,  on  any  terms,  the  im- 
portation of  those  articles  into  Great  Britain? 
The  statutes  of  that  kingdom  will  give  the  answer 
and  the  commentary.  In  short,  on  which  side 
soever  the  committee  look,  they  see  the  industry 
and  enterprise  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
subjected  by  British  policy  to  prohibitions  or  re- 
strictions, that  are  not  retorted  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  on  the  industry  and 
enterprise  of  British  subjects.  From  the  views 
which  the  committee  have  taken  on  this  subject, 
they  cannot  recommend  to  the  House  any  altera- 
tion  or  modification  of  the  ^ct  of  Congress  im- 
posing a  higher  duty  on  iron  manufactured  by 
rolling,  than  on  that  prepared  by  the  hammer. 

As  to  the  second  part  of  the  resolution,  the  com- 
mittee respectfully  state,  that,  although  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  thef e  United  States  with 
the  British  West  India  islands,  experience  many 
embarrassments,  and  are  subjected  to  high  duties 
and  charees,  to  which  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion of  those  islands  are  not  liable  in  the  United 
States,  yet  the  committee  forbear  at  this  time  to 
recommend  the  adoption  of  any  countervailing 
measure^  as  the  ])oints  of  difiference  in  relation  to 
this  subject  are  in  negotiation  between  the  two 
Governments. 

The  committee,  having  performed'  the  duty  as- 
aiffned  them,  respectfully  submit  to  the  House  the 
following  resolution : 

Retohed,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  resolution  referred  to 
them. 


Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Wasbinoton,  Nov.  25, 1822. 

Sir  :  The  approach  of  another  session  of  Con- 
gress induces  me  to  remind  you  of  the  correspond- 
ence which  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  toyou 
last  year,  by  the  express  commands  of  my  Gov- 
ernment, on  the  subject  of  the  unequal  duties 
levied  on  rolled  and  hammered  iron,  according  to 
the  tariff  which  is  now  in  force.  Being  aware 
that  the  correspondence  in  question  has  been  com- 
municated ofi&cially  to  Congress,  and  that  the  con- 
sideration of  it  by  that  assembly  has  been  deferred 
only  in  consequen/ce  of  the  great  pressure  of  busi- 
Des.s  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  I  confine  my^ 
self  at  present  to  requesting  your  good  office  that, 


as  far  as  depends  upon  the  Execatire  Gorerit- 
ment,  this  matter  may  be  brought,  in  the  coarse  of 
the  ensuing  session,  to  a  just  and  satisftctorj  eot 
clusion. 

I  beg.  sir,  that  you  will  accept  the  tBonnceof 
my  periect  consideration. 

STRATFORD  CANNING. 

Hon.  John  QL  Adams,  &c. 


Mr,  Canning  to  Mr.  Adatas. 

Wasbinoton,  March  17, 1623. 

Sir  :  Not  having  the  honor  to  hear  from  yon 
durin]^  the  late  session  of  Congress,  or  since  iti 
close,  respecting  the  equalization  of  the  datieoi 
British  rolled  and  hammered  iron,  imported  iits 
the  United  States,  on  which  subject  I  have  Ir- 
quenlly  had  occasion  to  address  yon,  it  becoaB 
my  duly  to  request  a  communicaUonoftheiDia- 
tions  of  the  American  Grovernment  on  this  poia; 
for  the  information  of  His  Majesty's  Mioisten 
The  message  which  was  sent  down  to  Coogra 
last  year,  by  the  President  of  the  United  Staia 
together  with  the  correspondence  relatire  to  ik 
duties  on  rolled  and  hammered  iron,  aforded  i 
reasonable  expectation  that  the  many  strong  (aett 
and  arguments,  repeatedly  ur^ed  agaiost  ibe ex- 
isting discrimination  in  the  duties  on  those irtides 
had  at  length  produced  their  just  effect^aadt^t 
the  American  Legislature  would  hasten  to  pas 
an  act  for  placing  thedutiesinqaestioDonalootr 
ing  consistent  with  a  fair  and  cqaitahle  eoDstHK* 
tion  of  the  commercial  treaty. 

In  ignorance  of  the  cireum(itaDces,ifaDT,ii>iek 
may  have  prevented  this  expectation  from  bong 
realized  J I  cannot  but  hope,  sir,  that  yoar  occnpi- 
tions  will  admit  of  my  being  honored  wili  ffi 
early  answer  to  this  letter. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  repat  to 
you  the  assurance  of  my  most  disUDgnisbed  coa- 
sideration. 

STRATFORD  CANNING. 


Mr.  Addington  to  Mr.  Akai. 

Washington,  iK»20, 1823. 

Sir  :  It  is  now  seven  years  since,  ia  parsotnce 
of  instructions  from  His  Majesty's  Seerettij  ol 
State,  the  first  representation  wissabmittedb] 
the  British  Minister,  resident  in  thU  Capital,  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  ^^^ 
unequal  and  unjust  duties  laid  on  British  rolM 
iron,  imported  into  the  United  Slates. 

Since  that  time  the  subject  has  been  repeateair 
brought  under  their  consideration,  as  well  as  ol- 
der that  of  the  Supreme  Legislative  body. 

It  has  been  presented  in  so  many  lights,  aadv^ 
the  arguments  in  support  of  the  claim  adFanw 
by  theBritish  traders  to  be  exonerated  itomw» 
duties,  have  been  so  often,  and  so  unanswcri«r 
pressed,  that  it  would  be  presumption  in  in« » 
attempt  to  add  any  thing  in  support  of  a  ci'^ 
advocated  by  persons  so  much  mote  capaote  oy 
their  weight  and  ability,  of  doing  justice  toii, 
than  myself.  ,   i 

I  feel,  therefore,  sir,  that,  as  far  as  regards  m 
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iscossion  of  tbe  merits  of  the  questioD,  I  cannot 
o  better  than  refer  voa  to  Mr.  Stratford  Can- 
ing's  letter,  to  yourself,  dated  November  the  26th, 
821,  in  which  the  subject  is  handled  with  a  clear- 
ess  and  soundness  of  logic  difficult  to  surpass; 
nd  which  must  carry  conriction  to  every  candia 
nd  unprejudiced  mind. 

Setting  aside,  then,  all^  further  argumentation 
f  the  question,  I  shall  content  myself  with  ap- 
ealinff,  which  I  do  with  confidence,  to  the  feel- 
igs  of  integrity  and  justice  which  animate  the 
fovernment  of  this  country,  for  the  exertion  of 
ts  powerful  influence  with  the  Legislature,  in  or- 
er  to  procure  the  revision  of  an  act  passed  under 
n  erroneous  impression,  or  rather  total  misappre- 
ension  of  the  subject. 

That  act  is  manifestly  contrary  to  the  spirit, 
adeed,  to  the  letter,  of  the  convention,  concluded 
a  1815,  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
(tales,  in  which  it  is  stipulated,  that  jito  duties 
hall  be  reciprocally  leviable  upon  like  articles. 
lo  mention  is  therein  made  of  the  specific  mode 
•f  manufacturing  those  articles. 

By  imposing  an  extra  duty  on, rolled  iron,  b»- 
ween  which,  and  that  produced  by  hammering, 
:  is  now  proved  that,  if  there  exist  any  difference 
Q  quality,  that  difierence  is  in  favor  of  the  former, 

shackle  is  placed  on  the  hands  of  genius  and 
Qvention,  and  a  premium  offered  for  the  discour- 
gement  of  science.  But  surely,  sir,  this  war 
gainst  useful  innovation  and  improvement  is  al- 
ogether  unworthy  of  a  nation  distinguished  by 
ts  love  of  novelty,  by  its  rapid  progress  in  the 
irts,  and  by  the  native  vigor,  and  inventiveness 
if  mind,  of  its  inhabitants. 

If  Great  Britain,  instead  of  allowing  in  her  own 
aarkets  to  the  manufactures  of  the  United  States 

fair  and  free  competition  with  those  of  other 
lations,  were,  by  a  forced  construction  of  the 
erms  of  her  conventions  to  burden*  with  oppress- 
ire  dutiesi  such  of  the  articles  of  the  former  as, 
eiog  the  produce  of  the  creative  talents  of  their 
itizens,  evinced  in  the  superiority  of  4heir  ma- 
hinery,  enjoy  thereby  an  advantage  over  "  the 
ike,"  wares  of  other  countries,  would  she  not 
ender  herself  justlv  obnoxious  to  the  imputation 
if  injustice,  and  illiberality  7  And  yet,  sir,  this 
s  but  the  course  which  the  United  States  have 
idopted  with  regard  to  the  iron  manufi^ctures  of 
j^reat  Britain. 

But  I  am  persuaded  that  this  course  is  not  ac- 
lordant  with  the  genuine  feelings  of  the  country : 
hat  the  duties  in  question  were  originally  im- 
)o$ed  by  Congress,  under  a  misapprehension  of 
be  real  merits  of  the  case ;  that  those  merits  being 
)oce  well  known,  and  duly  appreciated,  as  they 
nust  now  be,  the  appeal  made  to  the  candor  of  a 
)ody  so  distinguished  by  integrity,  and  liberality 
>f  sentiment,  as  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
n\\\  not  be  urged  in  vain ;  and  that  the  inventive 
genius  of  Great  Britain  will  be  allowed  to  secure 
0  her  manufacturers  those  honest  profits  to  which 
hey  are  so  justly  entitled. 

i  have  only  to  add,  sir,  the  expression  of  my 
lope,  that  you  will  lose  no  time  in  submitting  to 
Z^ongress,  as  shortly  after  its  convocation  as  may 


be  expedient,  the  application  now  made  in  behalf 
of  the  British  iron  merchant5,  and  that  you  will 
lend  it  the  powerful  aid  of  a  recommendation 
from  the  Government,  that  the  subject  may  be 
taken  by  that  body  into  their  immediate  consid- 
eration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

H.  U.  ADDINGTON.    . 
Hon.  J.  d.  AoAMs,  Sec^ry  of  State 


Mr,  Addington  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Washington,  March  4,  1824. 

Sir  :  I  take  the  liberty  of  calling  your  attention 
to  a  letter  which  I  had  occasion  to  address  to  you 
on  the^  20th  of  November  last,  to  which  I  have 
not  as  yet  had  the  honor  of  receiving  an  answer, 
in  which  I  requested  the  interposition  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Government  with  the  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, for  the  purpose  of  procuring  an  equalization 
of  the  duties  on  British  iron. 

In  a  conversation  which,  posterior  to  the  date 
of  that  letter,  I  had  the  honor  of  holding  with 
you,  I  received  an  assurance  that,  although  no 
step  in  furtherance  of  the  above  object  had,  at 
that  time,  been  taken  by  the  Government,  yet,  as 
soon  as  the  question  of  the  tariff  should  be  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  my 
wishes  should  be  attended  to. 

It  was  with  no  small  mortification  that  I  learnt, 
yesterday,  that  the  subject  of  the  duties  on  iron 
had  heen  already  brought  to  an  issue  unfavorable 
to  the  jpst  demands  of  the  British  Government ; 
and  that,  without  any  formal  intervention  in  favor 
of  those  demands  having  taken  place  on  the  part 
of  this  Government  with  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. I  have  also  been  assured  that,  had  such 
an  intervention  taken  place  at  the  proper  time, 
the  point  desired  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
been  carried. 

I  have  now,  therefore^  the  honor  of  addressing' 
you  once  more  upon  this  subject,  and^  of  submit- 
ting a  request,  in  the  name  of  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, that  the  President  will  be  pleased  to 
recommend  to  the  Senate  the  consideration  of  this 
matter,  in  order  that,  according  to  the  express 
terms  of  the  commercial  treaties  existing  between 
the  two  countries,  the  iron  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain  may  be  placed  upon  a  footing  of  strict 
equality  with  those  of  the  nations  which,  in  the 
existing  state  of  things,  enjoy  an  undue  advan- 
tage over  the  former. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

H.  U.  ADDINGTON. 

Hon.  John  d.  Aoahs,  dbc. 


Mr,  Addington  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Washinqton,  May  5, 1824. 

Sib:  Agreeably  to  your  desire,  as  expressed  to 
me  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you, 
herewith,  the  copy  of  a  despatch,  which  I  have 
recently  received  from  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affaires,  relative  to  the  unequal 
duties  levied  in  this  country  upon  rolled  iron,  the 
manufacture  of  Great  Britain. 
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lo  this  despatch  you  will  perceive,  sir,  that  I  am 
instructed  to  press  this  subject  once  more,  and  in 
the  most  earnest  manner,  upon  the  attention  of  the 
American  Government,  and  to  represent  to  them, 
that,  in  case  a  claim,,  founded  upon  the  clearest 
grounds  of  right  and  equity,  be  still  disregarded 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  United  States,  it  must 
become  a  question  for  the  consideration  of  His 
Majesty's  Gk)vernment.  whether,  in  justice  to  the 
interest  of  Great  Britain,  it  may  not  be  expedient 
to  act  upon  the  prindpUs  laid  down  hy  the  Uniied 
Stales  ihemsek>es,  by  considering  their  cotton,  which 
stands  in  precisely  the  same  relation  to  that  of 
other  countries,  as  the  iron  of  Great  Britain 
to  foreign  iron,  as  a  manufactured  article,  and 
subjecting  it  as  such,  to  a  higher  rate  of  duty  than 
is  charged  on  other  cotton,  which  has  not  been 
cleansed  by  machinery. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  the  Legislature  of  the  United 
States,  by  candidly  admitting  the  validity  of  the 
claim  advanced  by  Great  Britain,  will  spare  His 
Majesty^s  Government  the  pain  of  taking  a  mea- 
sure which,  however  just,  would  not  be  resorted 
to  by  them  without  unfeigned  reluctance,  and  as 
a  step  called  for  by  an  imperious  sense  of  justice 
to  the  interests  of  His  Majesty's  subjects. 

The  equalization  of  duties,  desired  by  the  British 
Government,  is  of  comparatively  trifling  import- 
ance to  this  country,  but  of  very  serious  moment 
to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain ;  inasmuch  as 
those  duties  directly  affect  one  of  her  staple  com- 
modities 5  and  surely,  sir,  it  were  much  to  be 
regretted,  that,  by  persevering^  in  a  course,  by 
which,  independent  of  its  injustice,  the  United 
States,  in  general,  are  so  little  benefited,  the  Le- 
gislature 01  this  country  should  hazard  any  dimi- 
nution of  the  friendly  feelings  and  good  correspond- 
ence which  subsist  between  the  two  nations,  by 
forcing  Great  Britain  (for  it  WQuld  be  a  matter  of 
positive  compulsion)  into  the  adoption  of  mea- 
sures, which,  however  undeniably  equitable,  might 
yet  tend  to  create  in  the  United  States,  sentiments 
of  a  character  opposite  to  those  which  at  present 
so  happily  animate  both  people  in  their  relations 
with  each  other,  and  which  it  is  the  earnest  desire 
of  His  Majesty's  Grovernment  to  perpetuate  by 
e7ery  legitimate  means. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc., 

H.  U.  ADDINGTON. 


Mr,  Cammff  to  Mr.  Addrngton. 

FoRBioN  OFFicfi,  March  13, 1824. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  renewed  applications 
from  the  persons  engaged  in  the  iron  trade,  of  this 
kingdom.  His  Majesty's  Government  have  again 
had  under  their  consideration  the  difference  of 
duty  levied  in  the  United  States,  on  rolled  and 
hammered  iron,  the  produce  of  Grreat  Britain. 

The  British  Government  had  hoped  that  the 
Message  sent  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  the  Congress,  in  the  year  1822,  and  the  very 
strong  facts  and  argument?  repeatedly  used  by  Sir 
Charles  Bagot,  and  Mr.  Stratford  Canning,  dur- 
ing their  several  missions  in  America,  against  the 
existing  discrimination  in  the  duties  on  these  arti- 


cles, would  have  produced  their  just  effect ;  but  as 
this  unfortunately  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
the  case,  I  have  to  instruct  jou  to  bring  this  bo»- 
ness  again  before  the  American  Ghivemment,  and 
to  represent  to  them  the  injury  to  which  the  iron 
trade  of  this  country  continues  to  be  exposed  by 
this  measure,  and  the  injustice  of  withhoidiog 
that  relief,  to ^  which  they  in  effect  admitted  oor 
claim,  by  the  Message  of  the  President  above  re- 
ferred to. 

You  will  observe,  that,  if  the  principle,  which 
appears  to  have  led  the  Congress  to  delay  the  re- 
peal of  this  discriminating  duty,  were  admitted,  it 
might,  with  equal  justice,  be  applied  by  His  Afaj- 
esty's  Government  to  the  article  of  Araericaa 
cotton,  imported  into  this  country,  as  eonipared 
with  that  brought  from  the  East  lodies  or  Soath 
America;  for  the  cotton  of  the  United  States, 
being  cleaned  and  separated  from  the  seeds  a&4 
husks,  by  a  process  requiring  the  aid  of  maehincrj, 
becomes,  (if  this  principle  is  to  be  acted  npon  a 
its  fullest  extent,)  by  jiaritf  of  reasoning,  as  mock 
in  truth,  as  the  rolled  iron,  a  manu&ctnred  article 
when  compared  with  the  cotton  of  the  other  coaa- 
tries  above  mentioned ;  this  last  article  being  im- 
ported nearly  in  the  state  in  which  it  is  gathered, 
without  undergoing  anjr  process  for  the  purpose  of 
cleaning  or  separatmff  it  from  the  seeds,  dtc 

In  pressing,  therefore,  the  American  Govern- 
ment to  come  to  a  conclusion  on  this  sobjeef,  in 
conformity  with  the  repeated  representatioBs  ad- 
dressed to  them  from  hence,  I  have  to  request  that, 
in  addition  to  the  very  able  reasoning  eentaiaed 
in  the  notes  of  your  predecessor  to  the  Amencaa 
Government,  of  the  31st  March  and  the  26th  N<h 
vember,  1821,  on  this  subject,  you  will  urge  this 
argument  also ;  and  that  you  will  apprize  them,  that, 
if,  contrary  to  our  just  expectation,  the  exisdog 
inequality  of  duty  on  rolled  and  hammered  iron 
be  not  removed,  it  must  become  a  question  for  the 
consideration  of  His  Majesty's  Gvovemment,  whe- 
ther, in  justice  to  the  interests  of  this  couotrv,  it 
may  not  be  expedient  to  act  on  the  princiiiJe  kid 
down  by  the  United  States  themsdves^  hf  con- 
siderinff  their  cotton  as  a  manufactored  nrticle, 
and  subjecting  it,  as  such,  to  a  higher  rate  of  doty^ 
than  is  charged  on  other  cotton,  vhich  has  not 
been  cleaned  by  machinery. 
I  am,  &c., 

GEORGE  CANT^INQ. 


STATE  OP  THE  SINKING  FUND. 

[CommuDicated  to  the  House,  Febroaiy  6, 1894.] 

The  Commisiionere  of  the  Sinking  Fktnd  respec^^ 
report  to  Congress: 

That  the  measures  which  have  been  authorized 
by  the  Board,  subsequent  to  the  last  ^report,  of  the 
6th  of  February,  1823.  as  far  as  tlie  same  have 
been  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this  Board,  dated 
the  5th  day  of  the  present  month,  and  in  the  sute- 
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meots  therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith 
transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  part  of 
this  report. 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS, 

Vice  Prendera  of  the  U,  S. 
JOHN  MARSHALL, 

Chief  Juetiee  of  the  V.  8. 
JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 

Secretary  of  State,  U,  S, 
WM.  WIRT,  AttoriUy  Qtneral,  V,  & 

Wasbinoton,  Fdruary  6, 1824. 


Trgasury  Department, 

February  5,  1824. 

The  Secretary  df  the  Treasury,  respectfully  re- 
ports to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund— 

That  the  sumt  disbursed  from  the  Treasury,  during 
the  year  1822,  on  account  of  the  principal  and  in- 
terest  of  the  public  debt,  amouoted,  as  per  last  an- 
nual report,  to       ...        -$7,849,16967 

And  have  been  accounted  for  in  the 
following  manner,  viz : 

There  was  applied,  for  the  payment 
of  a  sum  short  provided,  on  ac- 
count of  the  public  debt,  prior  to 
the  Ist  of  January,  1822,  as  per 
sutement  B,  %nnezed  to  the  last 
annual  report        -        -        - .      • 

There  was  applied,  during  the  year 
1822,  towards  the  payment  of  die 
principal  and  interest  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  as  ascertained  by  accounts 
rendered  to  this  Department,  as  per 
the  annexed  statement  (A)  the 
sum  of  .        -        -  $7,842,190  87 


34,588  08 


In  the  reimbursement 
of  the  principal  of 
the  deferred  stock  - 

In  the  redemption  of 
the  Louisiana  stock 

In  the  redemption  of 
the  Mississippi  stock 

In  the  redemption  of 
Treasury  note  stock 

In  payment  of  certain 
parts  of  the  domestic 
debt       •        •        • 

In  payment  of  the  six 

per  centum  stock  of 

1796       - 
In  payment  of  the  six 

per  centum  stock  of 

1820 


$666,971  63 

6,294  12 

23,388  94 

277  00 

488  99 

80»000  00 


-    2,000,000  00 


$2,676,370  88 

On  accountof  the  inter- 
est which  accrued  in 
that  year,  viz : 

Amount    of    interest 

which  accrued        -    5,165,819  99 


$7,842,190  87 
Of  this  sum  there  was 
short  provided,  con- 
sisting of  unclsimed 

18th  Con.  Ist  Se98.~97 


dividends  not  spplied 
for  by  the  proprie- 
tors, as  per  the  an- 
nexed statement  B 


27,620  18 


7,814,570  69 
$7,849,169  67 

That,  during  the  year  1623,  the  following  dis- 
bursements were  made  by  the  Treasury,  on  ac- 
count of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
debt : 

On  account  of  the  interest  of  the  debt 

end  reimbursement  of  the  deferred 

stock   ------ 

In  payment  of  certain  parts  of  the 

domestic  debt        .        -        -        -  294  42 

In  payment  of  the  Mississippi  stock  5,477  07 


$5,525,400  09 


Making,  together,  as  appears  by  the 
annexed  statement  C,  tho  sum  of  $5,631,171  68 


Which  disbursements  were  made  from  the  ap- 
propriation of  ten  millions  of  dollars  for  the  year 
1823,  and  from  a  repayment,  in  that  year,  of  mo- 
neys heretofore  advanced  on  account  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  as  per  statement  D,  and  will  be  accounted 
for  in  the  next  annual  report,  in  conformity  to  ac- 
counts which  shall  then  have  been  rendered  to 
this  Department.  In  the  mean  time,  the  manner 
in  which  the  said  sum  has  been  applied  is  estimat- 
ed as  follows : 

There  is  estimated  to  have  been  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  de6ciency«  at  the  end  of  the  year  1822, 
as  per  statement  B 

In  the  reimbursement  of  the  deferred 
stock    ------ 

In  the  payment  of  the  Mississippi 
stock    ------ 

In  the  payment  of  certain  parts  of  the 
domestic  debt       -        .        •        . 


$27,620  18 

601,611  73 

6,477  07 


294  42 


$686,003  40 


And  in  the  payment  of  interest  on  the 
debt,  vix: 

The  interest  for  1853 
is  esumated  at        -  $5,004,113  22 

Deduct  this  som,  short 
provided,  per  esti- 
mate F  -        •        -        107,945  64 


4,896,168  18 
$6,531,171  58 


A  statement  (Q)  is  annexed,  which  exhibits 
the  balance  of  the  annual  appropriation  of  $10,- 
000,000  remaining  unapplied  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1824;  and  a  statement,  marked  H,  of  the 
fonded  debt,  on  the  Ist  January,  1824. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EDWARD  JONES, 

Chief  Clerk  for 
WM.  H.  CRAWFORD, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

[The  tabnlar  itatements  are  omitted.] 
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MEMORIAL 

Of  a  committee  of  the  citizens  of  Charleston^  South  Co- 
rdinay  against  the  proposed  increase  of  the  Tariff. — 
February  9, 1824. 

The  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Charleston 
and  its  Ticinity,  by  their  committee,  respectfully 
sboweth : 

That  your  memorialists  have  not  witnessed, 
without  the  liveliest  anxiety  and  alarm,  the  efforts 
that  have  been  made,  for  some  time  p«nt,  and  are 
still  pertinaciously  persisted  jn,  by  certain  persons 
professing  themselves  the  exclusive  friends  of  do- 
mestic  Industry,  to  force  upon  the  good  people  of 
the  United  States  a  sptem  of  protecting  duties, 
which,  your  memoriaUsts  do  seriously  l:«lieve,  is 
calculated  most  deeply  to  affect  the  great  interests 
of  the  agricultural  Slates ;  perhaps  even  to  work 
Iheir  speedy  and  utter  ruin. 

Your  memorialists  did,  upon  a  former  occasion, 
apply  to  your  honorable  body  upon  this  very  sub- 
ject, and  they  trust  that  their  remonstrance  was 
then  marked  with  all  that  calmness  and  decency 
with  which  it  is  fit  that  citizens,  under  such  a 
Government  as  the  American,  should  address 
themselves  to  their  representatives  and  rulers. 
They  are  persuaded  that  they  took  a  full  and 
canclid  view  of  the  whole  question,  whether  it  be 
regarded  as  one  of  theoretical  curiosity  or  of  great 
practical  moment^- whet  her  it  be  considered  in 
relation  to  the  whole  Union  or  to  their  own  pecu- 
liar situation.  Upon  a  solemn  review  of  these 
their  reasonings  and  representations,  (a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  respectfully  transmitted,)  tney 
see  nothing  in  them  that  ought  to  be  retracted,  or 
even  in  the  slightest  degree  qualified.  They  still 
maintain  that  a  system  of  monopoly  and  bounties 
is  inconsistent  with  everv  idea  of  equal  rights  and 
sound  policy.  They  still  deprecate  so  violent  a 
diversion  of  capital  and  industry  from  the  chan- 
nels in  which  they  would  naturally  flow,  for  the 
purpose  of  forcing  them  into  others,  in  which 
their  operationi$  must  needs  be  more  embarrassed 
and  less  efficient.  They  still  protest  against  that 
unequal  distribution  of  the  public  burdens  which 
must  necessarily  result  from  the  imposing  such 
heavy  indirect  taxes  upon  consumption,  as  a  vio- 
lation of  the  spirit  at  least,  if  not  or  the  very  letter 
of  the  Federal  Constitution.  The^  still  think  it 
probable  that  the  failure  of  the  national  revenue 
from  the  customs,  in  consequence  of  the  proposed 
tariff,  will  make  a  resort  to  direct  taxation  inevi- 
table, and  they  look  forward  with  concern  to -the 
troubles  and  inconveniences  incident  to  that  odi- 
ous and  vexatious  system. 

But  the  objections  which  your  memorialists 
have  now  to  urge  against  the  adoption  of  the 
measure  in  question,  are  not  these  general  ones. 
They  do  not  imply  a  refined  discussion  of  any 
abstract  principles  of  political  economy.  They 
do  not  involve  any  complicated  calculations  of 
political  arithmetic.  Unfortunately  for  the  people 
of  the  Southern  Stateit,  they  are  of  a  very  obvious 
and  palpable  kind.  They  arise  immediately  out 
of  the  situation  of  this  part  of  the  country,  and 
come  home  with  a  force,  greater  than  that  of  any 


argument,  to  the  business  and  bosoms  of  all  iu 
inhabitants. 

The  change  that  has  taken  place  in  the^ireoni' 
stances  of  this  State,  since  the  former  memorial 
was  transmitted  to  Congress,  is  unprecedented 
and  inconceivable.  At  that  time  (And  it  is  no 
longer  ago  than  three  years)  South  Uarolina  iras 
enjoying  advantages,  as  an  agricultuivl  Btstt^ 
that  have  seldom  if  ever  been  exceeded  ia  any 
other  part  of  the  world.  Her  staple  commodities 
were  sent  to  a  ready  market,  and  comnDanied 
prices  that  showed  she  shared  in  a  sort  of  nK»op- 
oly  of  it.  Thin  as  her  population  is,  (not  abore 
twenty  inhabitants  to  the  square  mile,)  the  valae 
of  lands  every  where  rose  considerably.  On  tk 
sea  islands  in  particular,  to  eight,  ten,  and  eres 
twenty  times  as  much  as  they  were  rated  at  thim 
years  ago,  while  that  of  slaves  and  other  propertr 
also  greatly  advanced.  The  citizens  of  this  state 
might  then  contemplate  a  measure  like  that  ii 
question,  if  not  without  disapprobation,  at  leas: 
without  dismav,  and  although  they  did  protest,  as 
they  had  a  rignt  to  protest,  against  an  impdiiK 
and  premattire  encouragement  of  manufactores. 
in  a  country  like  the  United  States,  where  theit 
is  so  much  good  land  unoccupied  and  in  woo(k 
and  against  the  injustice  of  taxing  so  heavily  sii- 
most  all  the  classes  of  the  community,  and  aJouM 
all  the  States  of  the  Confederation,  to  ^  tkt 
pockets  of  comparatively  few  speculaiHs  aad 
monopolists ;  yet,  as  they  did  not  perceive,  at  that 
time,  the  pernicious  tendency  of  the  measure  in 
its  whole  extent,  they  would  probably  have  ac- 
quiesced under  it,  had  it  been  ado[»ted,  witboat 
much  murmuring — certainly  without  any  opa 
and  violent  resistance.  But  thtng^s  are  now  m  a 
very  different  situation  with  theoa,  and  the  whole 
subject  has  assumed  a  more  serious  and  gbomf 
aspect. 

The  cultivation  of  cotton,  encoaraged  by  the 
very  prosperity  which    has   been   just  noticed, 
has  been  so  prodigiously  extended  in  this  aad 
other  Suites,  as  weU  as  in  foreign  coauxnesy  tlML 
notwithstanding  the  unprecedented  increase  of  ifce 
trade  in  England,  every  market  in  Eorope  is  al- 
ready glutted  with  it;  and  as  the  e¥i\  is  ewerf  day 
growing  with  the  growth  of  the  new  countries 
into  which  enterprise  is  pushing  its  adrentares^ 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that,  m  the  coarse  oC  a 
very  few  years,  this  commodity  will,  like  all 
others  where  there  is  a  free  compecilion  ia  trade, 
be  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  price.    In  die 
mean  time,  the  effects  that  have  already  been  pro- 
duced here,  by  this  mighty  revolation,  are  defHor- 
able  in  the  extreme.    Propertv  of  adl  kinds  is  de- 
preciated beyond  example.    A  feeling  of  glooor 
despondence  is  beginning  to  prevail  every  where 
in  ,the  lower  country.    Estates  are  sacrificed  to 
pay  the  last  insuilments-  on  the  bonds  given  for 
the  purchase  money.    Nobody  seems  disposed  to 
buy  what  every  body  is  anxious  to  sell,  at  aor 
price.    In  short,  it  is  manifest  that  the  extraordi- 
nary prosperity  which  South  Carolina,  in  cooh 
mon  with  the  othei'  Southern    States,  enjoyed 
some  years  ago,  is  gone  by  foreTer,  and  it  wdl  re- 
quire all  the  skill  and  industry  of  our  a^icultarists, 
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in  futore,  to  maintain-  tlieir  place  in  the  market, 
even  at  the  most  reduced  prices  of  produce. 

And  is  this  juncture,  your  memorialists  b^  leave 
to  ask,  is  this  juncture,  so  critical  and  perilous  at 
best,  a  seasonable  one  for  the  measure  in  question  ? 
Is  it  at  this  moment,  when  the  cotton  trade^  upon 
which,  not  the  prosperity  alone,  but  the  very  ex- 
istence of  some  parts  of  the  Southern  States  de- 
pends, is  sinking  under  its  own  weight ;  when  an 
American  statesman  ought  to  be  tasking  his  in- 
dention for  expedients  to  protect  and  preserve  that 
very  lucrative  portion  of  it  which  is  at  present 
enjoyed  by  the  United  States — is  it  at  such  a  mo- 
ment as  this,  that  we  are  serioosly  discussing  a 
measure  like  the  tariff  l>ill  ?  When  the  people  of 
the  South  are  already  apprehending  the  exclusion 
of  their  produce  from  foreign  markets,  by  a  fair 
competition,  or  by  the  partialities  oT  the  European 
colonial  systems,  shall  we  provoke  our  present  cus- 
tomers to  measures  of  retaliation,  by  ceasing  to 
be  their  customers  ?  Is  it  wise  and  politic  to  try 
experiments  on  such  a  vast  scale?  Is  it  prudent 
to  hazard  so  much  real  and  present  good  for  the 
attainment  of  so  little,  and  that,  too,  existing  in 
mere  vision  and  possibility  ? 

Such  is  the  language  which  your  memorialists 
think  ought  to  be  addressed,  and  which  they  can- 
not but  flatter  themselves  will  be  addressed  with 
effect,  to  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  your  hon- 
orable body ;  but,  the  occasion  is,  in  their  opinion, 
so  momentous  and  alarming,  that  they  feel  them- 
selves warranted  in  declaring,  as  they  now  do,  in 
the  most  emphatic  manner,  that  they  regard  such 
a  measure  as  the  one  under  consideration,  (if  their 
view  of  its  nature  and  probable  consequences  is 
correct,)  as  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Federal 
compact.  Your  memorialists  would  remind  the 
advocates  of  the  tariff,  that  there  is  a  wide  differ- 
ence between  a  confederacy  of  independent  sover- 
eignties or  States,  and  a  nation  living  under  a 
single  and  consolidated  Government.  The  rela- 
tion of  the  parts  to  each  other  is  much  more  in- 
timate in  the  latter,  than  they  can  ever  be  in  the 
former  case,  and  as  the  interest  of  each  individual 
part  is,  there,  supposed  to  be  identified  completely 
with  that  of  the  whole,  so  it  is  generally  understood 
that,  whenever  occasion  may  require  it,  great  na- 
tional objects  must  be  promoted,  whatever  partial 
evils  may  be  occasioned  by  the  measures  adopted 
for  that  purpose.  But  in  a  confederacy,  although 
the  States  kre  united  for  certain  purposes,  yet,  as  to 
all  others,  they  continue  distinct  and  independent, 
and  have,  therefore,  distinct  and  separate  inter- 
ests, and  it  is  not  possible  to  conceieve  any  situa- 
tion, in  which  one  member  of  such  a  political 
union  can  be  required  to  sacrifice  itself,  in  order  to' 
promote  the  welfare  or  even  to  secure  the  exist- 
ence of  the  rest.  In  a  consolidated  and  single 
empire,  if  it  were  necessary  to  lay  waste  a  whole 
tract  of  country  and  to  keep  it,  for  ever  so  long  a 
time,  desolate  and  in  ruins,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting the  incursions  of  a  foreign  foe  upon  the 
rest  of  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  individu- 
als inhabiting  that  tract  of  country  would  be 
obli^  to  sulmiit  to  the  inconvenience,  because  re- 
quisite for  the  safety  of  the  whole  society  of  which 


they  would  be  members,  and  because  their  inter- 
ests as  individuals  are  supposed  to  be  swallowed 
up  and  lost  in  their  interests  as  citizens.  But.  in 
a  confederacy,  no  such  a  case  as  this  could  possi- 
bly arise,-  from  the  very  fact,  that  it  was  a  con- 
federacy, and  the  giving  up  of  a  whole  State,  as 
in  the  case  suppo^,  that  is,  not  with  a  view  to 
its  ultimate  interest,  but  professedly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  the  rest  of  the  confederation  as 
such,  would  be,  as  to  it,  a  dissolution  of  the  league. 

Now,  what  is  the  fact  here?  We  have  united 
ourselves  in  a  great  National  Grovernmenr,  which 
is  indeed  consolidated  as  to  certain  purposes,  but 
is  a  mere  league  of  independent  States  as  to  others. 
Congress  has  been  invested  with  all  the  powers 
necessary  to  effect  the  former,  and  under  what  de- 
scription of  powers  does  that  of  protecting  the 
manufactures  of  certain  States,  even  at  the  risk  of 
total  ruin  to  others,  come?  It  must  be  obvious  to 
every  one,  that  the  right  to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,  and  the  exclusive  right  to 
levy  duties  on  exports  and  imports,  were  never 
given  with  any  such  view;  and,  although  it  is 
true  that  the  words  in  which  these  are  delegated, 
are  very  large  and  sweeping,  and  therefore  it 
would  be  difficult  to  say  of  such  a  measure  as  the 
one  in  contemplation,  tnat  it  is  absolutely  uncon- 
stitutional, ye|t,  your  memorialists  do  affirm  that  it 
is,  nevertheless,  inconsistent  with  the  character  and 
spirit  of  our  confederated  Government ;  and  they 
respectfuUy,  but  seriously  and  emphatically  cali 
upon  you,  to  whom  the  conduct  of  that  very  com- 
plicated polity  is  committed,  because  of  your  wis- 
dom and  capacity,  to  reflect  maturely  upon  the 
consequences  that  will  probably  ensue  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  tariff  proposed.  They  certainly 
deprecate  any  thinf  like  a  difference  between  the 
Government  and  the  people ;  they  abhor  the  idea 
of  disunion ;  they  conscientiousljr  believe  that  that 
event  would  be  an  era  of  calamity  and  downfall 
to  the  whole  American  family ;  but,  it  is  for  this 
very  reason,  that  they  reprobate  measures  which, 
for  the  mere  shadow  of  some  imaginary  advantage 
to  one  or  two  districts  of  the  country,  for  the  mere 
private  ends  of  some  selfish  individuals,  expose  the 
most  important  interests  to  the  hazard  of  utter 
ruin ;  excite  clamors  and  heart-burnings,  perhaps 
open  rebellion  and  sedition,  among  a  people  whose 
habits  and  inclinations  are  so  peaceful  and  regu- 
lar; and  bring  into  jeopardy  (for  the  fact  cannot 
be  disguised)  a  form  of  Government  tmder  which 
the  nation  has  hitherto  prospered  so  much,  and 
which,  with  moderate  councils,  might  be  handed 
down  to  a  remote  posterity;  measures,  in  short, 
which  most  preposterously  sacrifice  the  greater  to 
the  less,  and  insure  nothing  but  evils,  much  worse 
than  any  which  they  are  intended  to  remove. 

And  when  is  it  that  this  pernicious  measure  is 
attempted  to  be  forced  upon  the  nation?  At  a 
p>eriod  when  its  finances  are  in  a  condition,  beyond 
all  former  example,  prosperous  and  flourishing; 
when  there  is  in  the  Treasury  (without  a  tax)  a 
clear  surplus  of  nine  millions ;  and  when  the  peo- 
ple are  yet  expressing  their  wonder  at  the  singular 
phenomenon  of  statesmen  devising  ways  and 
means,  not  how  to  rntfe,  but  how  to  sf^  rid  of  money* 
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There  is;  then,  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to 
remark,  do  color  or  pretext  to  sav  that  these  addi- 
tional duties  are  to  be  imposed  with  a  view  to 
revenue.  The  only  object  can  be  to  put  the  theory 
of  some  speculative  politiciaos  to  the  test  of  expe- 
riment. 

This  State  has  a  yearly  income  of  seven  or 
eight  millions  of  dollars,  which  will  be  hazarded 
by  such  an  experiment,  without  the  most  distant 
hope  or  possibility  of  her  deriving  any  advantage 
from  it. 

Now,  it  is  against  this  desperate  gambling,  in 
which  the  immense  stake  is  not  taken  out  of  the 
ffamUer^s  own  pocket,  but  that  of  a  firientPs^  that 
your  memorialists  do,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of 
South  Carolina,  as  well  as  of  all  the  agricultural 
States,  utterly  protest. 

WILLIAM  DRAYTON, 
HUGH  S.  LEGARB, 
SAML.  PRIOLEAU, 
WILLIAM  SEABROOK, 

Committee  qfthe  Citisens, 


REMONSTRANCE 

Cf  sundry  merchants^  manufacturers^  and  others,  of  the 
city  of  Boston  and  its  vicinity,  against  the  fnU  to 
amend  the  several  acts  imposing  dtUies  on  imports 
and  tonnage, — F^fruary  9,  1824. 

To  the  Benate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 

United  Sutes: 

The  undersigned,  merchants  and  manufacturers 
of  Boston  and  its  vicinity,  impressed  with  a  firm 
conviction  that  the  system  of  impost  duties  con- 
templated in  the  Bill  io  amend  the  Tariff,  if  car- 
ried into  effect,  cannot  but  be  productive  of  conse- 
quences equally  important  and  injurious  to  all  the 
Tarious  interests  of  the  United  States,  and,  at  no 
distant  period,  to  the  manufacturing  interest  itself, 
would  be  wanting  in  duty  to  themselves,  and  in  a 
proper  regard  to  the  interests  of  other  classes  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  like  them  depending  on  the 
immediate  or  indirect  operations  of  foreign  com- 
merce for  a  support,  were  they  to  omit  the  renewed 
expressions  of  their  decided  disapprobation  of  the 
principles  as  well  as  details  of  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration. Happily,  at  the  present  time,  many 
intelligent  individuals  of  the  manufacturing  class 
coincide  with  the  undersigned  in  the  opinion,  that 
excessive  duties  on  foreign  articles  will  be  a  heavy 
burden  on  the  agricultural,  commercial,  and  me- 
chanic interests,  and  indeed  on  every  class  of  con- 
sumers, without  any  equivalent  benefit  to  manu- 
facturers; and,  as  we  believe,  to  the  injury  and 
perhaps  destruction  of  those  very  branches  of  in- 
dustry, which  it  is  the  avowed  design  of  the  pa- 
trons of  the  bill  to  encourage  and  protect. 

The  undersigned  will  not  occupy  the  time  of 
Congress,  by  endeavoring  to  support  their  opinion 
either  on  acknowledged  principles  of  public  econo- 
my, or  by  elaborate  ilUistrations  of  probable  effects. 
The  former  are  no  doubt  familiar  to  those  who 
compose  the  concentrated  wisdom  of  our  nation, 
and  the  latter  have  been  ably  and  frequently  pre- 


sented to  them  and  the  public ;  but,  in  no  shape, 
as  the  undersigned  believe,  more  ably  or  lucidly 
than  in  the  memorial  of  merchants  and  others  of 
this  place,  interested  in  commerce  and  agricultore, 
presented  to  your  honorable  body  in  the  session  of 
182a-'21.  This  presents,  in  a  candid  and  intelli- 
gent manner,  the  reasons  which  then,  aa  weJi  as 
now,  induce  the  undersigned  respectfollv  to  noMA- 
strate  against  "  the  passage  of  the  bilf  to  ameod 
the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports, 
the  tariff  of  duties  it  proposes,  and  the  principles 
on  which  it  is  avowedly  founded,  as  haviag  a 
tendency,  however  different  may  be  the  motives  of 
those  who  recommend  them',  to  diminish  the  in- 
dustry, impede  the  prosperity,  and  eorrapC  the 
,18  of  the  people." 


moral 


At  a  meeting  of  merchants,  and  others^  inter- 
ested in  the  prosperity  of  commerce  and  agricul- 
ture, at  Boston,  on  the  I7th  day  of  August,  to  take 
into  consideration  a  communication  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Philadelphia,  on  the 
tariff  recommended  to  Congress  at  its  last  sessioa, 
the  following  persons  were  chosen  a  committee  to 
adopt  such  measures^  in  relation  to  the  subject,  as 
they  should  deem  expedient : 

William  Gray,  Lot  Wheelwrighl^ 

James  Perkins,  Caleb  Loring, 

John  Dorr.  Samuel  A.  Wdks, 

Nathaniel  Goddard,  George  Bond, 
Benjamin  Rich,  George  Ha  11^ 

Israel  Thorn  kike,  Jr.,  Samuel  P.  Grardner, 
William  Shimmin,      Josiah  Knanp, 
Thomas  W.  Ward,      Isaac  Win  slow, 
William  Harris,  Winslow  Lewis, 

Daniel  Webster,  Thos.  Wigglesworth, 

Nathaniel  Appleton,  John  Cotton, 
Abbott  Lawrence,  John  Parker, 
Joseph  Sewall.  William  Sturgis. 

Jonathan  PhiHips. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  the  2d  daf 
of  October,  at  which  time,  delegates  fiom  ike 
principal  seaports  of  Massachusetts,  and  fanners^ 
manufacturers,  and  all  others  feeling  as  iolerefC 
in  the  subject,  were  invited  to  attend 

The  committee  appointed  seven  of  their  num- 
ber— ^Messrs.  Perkins,  Gardner,  Webster,  WeUcs, 
Shimmin,  Sturgis,  and  Dorr,  to  prepare  a  report 
and  resolutions,  to  be  submitted  at  the  adjourned 
meeting. 

At  the  general  meeting  in  Faneoil  Hall,  on  the 
2d  of  October,  the  following  report,  presented  by 
Mr.  Perkins,  chairman  of  the  committee  last  mea- 
tioned,  was  accepted,  and  the  resolutions  accoai- 
panying  it  adopted  unanimously;  and  it  was 
ordered  that  they  be  printed,  and  a  copy  sent  to 
every  member  of  Congress  from  this  State. 

WM.  GRAY,  ChasrmasL 

Wm.  Foster,  Jr.,  Se<^ry, 


REPORT. 


Your  committee  beg  leave  to  report,  that  we 
ha^e  examined  the  pro^sed  tariff^  and  submit  to 
you  some  remarks,  relating  to  its  probable  opera- 
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tioD  OD  the  comm unity,  and  to  the  principles  on 
wliich  it  is  professedly  founded.  We  shall  not 
enter  into  a  minate  discussion  of  its  details,  as  the 
imposts  which  ought  to  be  laid,  depend,  in  every 
case,  on  a  variety  of  considerations  peculiar  to 
itself,  and  as  we  do  not  consider  \\  any  part  of  the 
duty  assigned  to  us  to  digest  a  code  of  revenue 
laws.  Neither  shall  we  invite  your  attention  par- 
ticularly to  the  effects  of  the  measure  on  com- 
merce, because^  we  presume  you  wish  to  have  it 
distinctly  understood  that  the  merchants  in  this 
Ticinity  neither  expect  nor  desire  any  peculiar  fa- 
vors, nor  any  encouragement  or  protection  what- 
soever, which  is  not  required  by  the  interests  of 
the  public.  They  were  not  forward,  therefore,  to 
oppose  the  duties  recently  recommended,  however 
pernicious  to  themselves  as  individuals,  believing 
that  it  was  their  duty  to  acquiesce  in  them,  if  the 
public  good  required  it,  and  that  they  would  not 
be  imposed,  if  it  did  not.  But  the  influence  which 
has  been  obtained  by  the  zeal  of  private  interest, 
admonishes  us  that  those  whose  situation  and  ex- 
perience enable  them  to  judge  of  the  operation  of 
this  new  system,. should  exert  themselves  to  dif* 
fuse  such  information  as  may  tend  to  make  its 
consequences  rightly  and  generally  understood. 
Its  avowed  object  is  to  direct  and  control  the  oc- 
cupations of  men,  by  ^nting  special  privileges 
to  those  engaged  in  particular  pursuits.  This  can 
be  done  (waiving  the  important  question  whether 
it  can  be  done  at  all  without  violating  the  spirit 
of  the  Constitution)  only  at  the  expense  of  the 
community ;  for  it  is  evident  that  legislation  does 
not  create  wealth,  but  simply  transfers  it  from 
hand  to  hand,  and  can  enrich  one  class  only  by 
impoverishing  others.  It  would  surely  be  sur- 
prising that  a  sy^em  of  restriction  so  unequal  and 
so  repugnant  to  all  sound  theory,  should  be  adopted 
by  a  free  and  enlightened  people,  at  a  time  when 
the  greatest  statesmen  of  Europe,  after  a  long  trial 
of  it,  are  openly  acknowledging  its  incorrectness, 
and  whole  nations  suffering  and  lamenting  the 
consequences  of  its  adoption ;  and  when  our  own 
unexampled  success,  under  a  more  liberal  policy, 
has  ^iven  the  sanction  of  experience  to  the  de- 
ductions of  reason. 

This  tariff  would  impose  on  certain  foreign 
manufactures  duties  prof<Jissedly  and  effectually 
prohibitory;  and  the  question  involved  in  its 
adoption  is,  not  whether  the  consumer  of  those 
goods  shall  pay  a  higher  price  for  them,  but  whe- 
ther he  shall  be  prevented  from  purchasing  them 
at  all ;  not  whether  the  duty  now  levied  on  the 
importation  of  them  shall  be  a  little  increased  or 
diminished,  but  whether  they  shall  be  totally  ex- 
cluded. In  one  case,  this  is  already  done.  From 
the  most  accurate  iniormation,  founded  chiefly  on 
official  documents,  it  appears  that,  from  the  year 
1800  to  the  year  1812,  both  inclusive,  the  duties 
received  on  the  importation  of  the  coarse  cottons 
of  India,  amounted  to  more  than  three  millions 
nine  hundred  and  tbirty-six  thousand  dollars. 
But,  in  1816,  the  duty  was  raised  to  six  and  a 
quarter  cents  on  every  square  yard,  about  eighty- 
three  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  their  average  cost, 
which,  added  to  the  necessary  charges,  equal  to 


twenty-seven  per  cent  more,  has  utterly  excluded 
them ;  and  the  whole  revenue  once  derived  from 
this  souree  is  lost.  Since  the  organization  of  our 
Government,  there  have  been  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States,  from  the  customs  alone, 
nearly  three  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars, 
while  the  whole  amount  of  internal  revenue  and 
direct  taxes,  has  been  little  more  than  thirty-four 
millions. 

To  prevent  the  importation  of  manufactures, 
would,  of  course,  deprive  the  Treasury  of  the  im- 
post now  levied  on  them,  and  an  equal  sum  must, 
therefore,  in  order  to  support  the  necessary  expen- 
ses of  Government,  be  raised  by  some  other  di- 
rect or  indirect  tax  on  the  people. 

The  Committee  on  Manufactures,  who  pre- 
pared the  tariff,  did  not  overlook  nor  deny  this 
consequence  of  its  adoption,  and,  in  order  to  reme- 
dy it,  provided  that  an  additional  impost  should 
be  laid  on  all  articles  of  general  consumption  or 
necessary  use,  which  are  not  raised  in  our  own 
country,  such  as  spices^  coffee,  and  many  others, 
forming  a  large  parr  ot  our  imports.  A  new  im- 
post on  such  articles,  by  increasing  their  price, 
would  have  some  tendency  to  diminish  their  con- 
sumption, and  thus  prevent  an  increase  of  the 
revenue  proportionate  to  the  increase  of  duty; 
but,  making  no  allowance  for  this  diminution,  the 
additional  duty  on  them  would  not  nearly  supply 
the  deficiency  occasioned  by  the  loss  of  the  im- 
posts on  manufactures.  The  chairman  of  the 
committee  just  mentioned,  appeared  to  be  well 
aware  oi  this  fact,  and  declared  it  to  be  another 
inevitable  consequence  of  their  system,  that  an 
excise  should  be  imposed  on  domestic  manufac- 
tures ;  and  this,  if  our  manufacturers  are  to  have 
a  monopoly  secured  to  them,  as  seems  to  be  con- 
templated, will  be  a  new  tax  on  the  consumer. 
The  first  consequence,  then,  of  excluding  foreign 
manufactures  by  high  duties,  is  to  create  a  neces- 
sity for  some  other  tax,  equal  to  the  whole  sum 
now  levied  on  them,  and  which  will  necessarily 
be  lost  by  their  exclusion. 

Another  consequence,  and  the  only  one  which 
can  benefit  the  American  manufacturer,  is,  to  en- 
able him  to  raise  the  price  of  his  productions  in 
our  market,  by  adding  to  it  a  sum  equal  to  the 
difference  between  the  present  and  the  proposed 
prohibitory  duty,  which  addition  must  be  paid 
entirely  by  domestic  consumers.  No  duty  could 
enable  him  to  manufacture  for  exportation ;  for,  if 
he  cannot,  at  home)  enter  into  competiion  with 
foreigners,  without  being  protected  by  an  impost 
it  is  obvious  that  he  cannot  rival  them  abroad 
where  there  is  no  such  discrimination  in  his  favor 
and  where  he  is  burdened,  as  well  as  they,  with 
the  expense  of  transportation.  Duties  imposed  for  • 
the  mere  purpose  of  revenue,  give  an  advantage, 
equal  to  their  whole  amount,  to  our  manufactures; 
but,  by  increasing  them  till  they  become  prohibi- 
tory, the  people  suffer  a  two-fold  injury — the  price 
of  the  goods  prohibited  is  raised,  and  the  revenue, 
formerly  collected  from  them,  is  lost.  With  the 
sole  motive,  then,  of  empowering  the  manufac- 
turer to  raise  his  price,  and  thus  tax  the  public  in 
this  way  for  his  em^utneat ;  another  tax,  from 
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which  he  eao  derive  no  advantage,  is,  at  once,  to 
be  laid  on  ail  articles  of  general  use  which  we 
cannot  produce,  and  hereafter,  still  a  third,  either 
on  the  consumption  of  domestic  manufactures, 
or  directly  on  property  and  labor.  We  should 
not  object  to  any  burden,  equally  apportioned,  to 
raise  the  revenue  necessary  for  administering  the 
Grovernment;  but,  to  impose  one  tax,  for  no 
earthly  purpose  but  to  facilitate  the  imposition  of 
another,  seems  to  us,  to  be  a  policy  as  whimsical 
as  it  is  alarming. 

The  burden  occasioned  by  most  of  the  particu- 
lar duties  recommended,  would  fall  on  all  the 
oommunity,  but  chiefly  on  those  least  able  to  bear 
it.  In  this  country,  the  poor  man,  personally, 
consume  nearly  as  much  tea,  sugar,  and  coffee, 
as  the  rich  J  aAd  though  his  clothing  is  not  so 
£ne,  yet,  its  cost  constitutes  a  much  greater  pro- 
portion of  his  whole  expenses.  Besides,  this  new 
tariff  is  so  nicely  adjdsted,  as  to  lay  a  far  heavier 
impost  on  coarse  cottons  and  linens,  than  on 
those  of  finer  texture.  It  is  obvious  that  an  addi- 
tional duty  can  have  no  effect,  except  in  so  far  as 
it  increases  the  price,  or  diminishes  the  quantity 
here,  of  the  foreign  merchandise  on  which  it  is 
imposed,  and,  conseqently,  can  be  of  no  service 
to  any  manufacturers  but  those  with  whose  pro- 
ductions this  merchandise  now  actually  comes 
into  competition  in  our  own  market.  All  who 
have  no  foreign  rivals  here  at  preseat,  who  now 
carcy  on  their  business  successfully,  and  supply 
the  country  with  the  fruits  of  their  labor,  can  de- 
rive no  advantage,  direct  or  indirect,  from  a  fur- 
ther duty  on  such  articles  as  they  manufacture ; 
since  they  have  already  the  exclusive  pcssession 
of  the  market,  and  their  jxrices  are  regulated,  not 
by  foreign,  but  by  domestic  competition.  An  ad- 
ditional impost  on  such  articles  as  are  made  by 
these,  would  be  merely  nominal,  and  have  no 
effect,  unless  it  were  to  blind  them  to  their  true  in- 
terests, and  induce  them,  by  the  offer  of  a  protec- 
tion, at  once  needless  and  tutile,  to  bear,  together 
with  the  rest  of  the  community,  a  great  and  real 
burden,  for  the  sole  benefit  of  those  classes  who 
now  have  foreign  competitors.  Some  manufac- 
turers, as  those  of  chocolate  and  refined  sugar, 
would  be  greatly  injured;  and  those  of  cordagpe, 
and  some  of  iron,  and  distillers  of  molasses,  still 
more  so,  by  the  duties  proposed  to  be  laid  on  the 
raw  materials  of  their  manufactures,  the  price  of 
which  must  thus  be  increased,  and  their  consump- 
tion lessened.  The  impost  on  iron  is  particu- 
larly injurious' to  industry.  It  is  required  for  the 
machines  of  manufacturers  themselves,  for  all 
the  implements  of  agriculture,  and  all  the  toots 
of  the  mechanic  arts;  and  nails,  of  which  six 
thousand  tons  are  annually  made,  and  chiefly 
from  foreign  iron,  are  one  of  the  very  few  of 
our  manufactures  now  actually  exported.  A  far 
greatetr  number  of  men  is  employed  in  converting' 
this  material  into  articles  of  use,  than  in  extract- 
ing it  from  the  ore ;  and  surely,  the  interest  of 
the  many  ou^^t  not  to  be  sacrificed  to  that  of 
the  few.  The  contemplated  excise  on  domestic 
manufactures,  will  not  be  confined  to  those  to 
which  aione  this  tariff  affords  a  real  and  efficient 


protection,  but  extendi  to  all.  Let  the  iiiuo&& 
turers,  then,  who  now  carry  on  their  bosisess  un- 
taxed, and  those  who  buy  their  prodoctioos,  look 
to  the  end,  and  mark  the  double  effect  of  soeb 
excise,  in  at  once  raising  the  cost,  tad  diminisL- 
ing  the  consumption  of  them. 

The  manufacf  ures  above  meotioned  most  is- 
mediately  suffer,  together  with  fannen,  ui  ilj 
other  eitizens,  the  double  burden  of  a  new  ux,  to 
supply  the  deficiency  of  the  revenue,  and  urn- 
crease  in  the  price  of  clothing,  and  ot  those  little^ 
innocent,  social  luxuries,  which  have  hitbeito 
been  so  generally  enjoyed  among  as.  Aid  for 
whose  emolument  ?  Principally,  in  effret,  for 
that  of  the  manufacturers  of  ootton,  wooUeD,in» 
ore,  and  glass,  men  whose  business  requires  cob- 
siderable  capital.  We  have  no  metns  of  deter- 
mining, exactly,  the  number  of  workmen  eogtgtd 
in  these  pursuits ;  but  those  emplofed  on  cotton 
are  far  the  most  numerous ;  and  the'ffrestest  estab- 
lishment for  working  this  materiar  in  Ameria, 
that  at  Waitham,  which  has  a  capital  of  oeirif 
half  a  million,  and  which  makes  its  own  maebi- 
nery,  and  does  not  pay  a  man  beyond  its  ova 
walls,  except  the  venoers  of  its  goods,  reqoires 
two  hundred  and  sixty  persons,  men,  women, ao^ 
children,  to  carry  on  its  business.  j3at,heweTff 
the  number  thus  employed  be  estimated,  itis  oaa- 
ifest  that  it  must  bear  so  small  a  proportion  to  oor 
population  that  the  rate  of  wa^s  tnroogboet  tbe 
country  would  not  be  perceptibly  increued,  and 
therefore  these  workmen  would  receive  Domoit 
than  the  present  price  of  labor.  Tbe  gain,tben, 
would  accrue  to  the  capitalists  who  owa  tbefa^ 
tories,  and  to  them  alone. 

Thus,  according  to  this  new  scheme,  a  greU) 
certain,  and  immediate  burden,  fUls  onthepib- 
lic,  most  heavily  on  the  poorer  classes,  tod  r^ 
dounds  to  the  exclusive  emolument  of  a  fev.iid 
those  few  the  wealthy.  Surely  soeh  aoehenieeaB 
only  be  justified  by  showing,  dearif ,  that  shm 
definite  national  benefit  will  ultimately  resole  from 
it,  fully  equal  to  the  praent  burden;  ud  itsu- 
vocates  attempt  to  do  this  by  urging, » tie  iiist 
place,  that  it  is  necessary  for  natiotfi  iiKfepeod- 
ence.  How  is  it  necessary  for  natioial  iadepeod- 
enee  ?  In  the  elaborate  defence  of  the  sfstem,  b^ 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  iBTeattd  it, 
we  find  it  repeatedly  asserted,  that  <<wemnttom- 
mand  our  own  consumption.''*  Happily  J«  Wj 
this  phrase  is  interpreted  in  the  same  speech  ;au 
it  means,  as  it  seems,  that  we  must  •«'*."*^Jf 
imposts  nor  importation — ^in  plain  fiDgliso^^bit 
we  must  use  nothing  but  our  own  prodoctioBs. 

In  a  certain  sense,  we  may  be  said  todepciwo* 
foreign  nations  for  whatever  we  receive  fron 
them.     But  they  equally  depend  on  ns  for  t» 

*  -The  nation  must  commsnd  its  own  coofomp- 

tion."  .« 

"  This  nation  iniist  eonmand  its  own  conisBlfi" 

and  the  means  of  defsnce."  ^^ 

"  If  tbe  oountTy  oomnMnds  its  own  «>?•;* PiJJ 
imporUtion  and  impoaU  enm."SpetekefMr.  u» 
win,  of  Ptnuuyhania,  m  tkeHouae  rf  R^ntai^ 
Upti,  en  ikt  %Uh  cf  April 
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equiraknt  which  we  pay  them  for  it,  and  this  de- 
pendence is  voluntary  and  mutual.  Nor  is  it  any 
derogation  from  natioual  dignityr.  A  sovereign 
who  receives  tribute  from  a  foreisn  country,  de- 
pends on  it  for  that  tribute ;  yet  he  is  not  there- 
fore its  servant,  but  its  master.  If  one  country 
produces  only  labor,  and  exports  only  manufac- 
tures, and  another,  in  return  for  these,  provides  it 
with  the  raw  materials  composing  them;  the 
former  may,  with  most  propriety,  be  called  de- 
pendent ;  for,  since  every  country  has  necessarily 
the  capacity  to  labor  in  proportion  to  its  popula- 
tion, that  which  produces  the  raw  material  may 
manufacture  it  whenever  it  chooses  to  do  so ;  but 
the  ability  of  the  other  to  labor  would  be  worth- 
less, if  it  could  not  procure  the  material  to  which 
that  labor  may  be  applied^  The  exchange  of  raw 
cotton,  then,  for  manufactures,  makes  Europe 
dependent  on  America,  rather  than  America  on 
Curope.  Ask  the  planter  of  the  Sooth,  which  of 
the  two  is  the  dependant,  himself  or  the  Manches- 
ter spinner ! 

The  farmer  is  the  most  independant  man,  be- 
cause he  produces  the  means  of  subsistence,  and 
the  materials  for  labor;  and  the  nation  which 
does  this,  holds,  like  him,  in  its  own  hands,  the 
means  of  commanding  the  exertions  of  others. 
The  capacity  of  providing  for  our  own  support 
constitutes  independence,  and  this  is  not  dimin- 
ished by  exchanging  our  superfluous  productions 
for  those  of  other  countries.  If  the  ^oods  we  re- 
ceive are  comforts,  or  mere  luxuries,  we  can 
subsist  .without  them ;  but  this  is  no  reason  for 
depriving  ourselves  of  them  unnecessarily.  If 
they  are  manufactures  of  materials  raised  by  us, 
and  we  mighl^  bv  prohibiting  their  importation, 
make  them  ourselves,  at  a  higher  price  than  they 
actually  cost  us :  is  it  not  equally  true  that,  if  the 
hostility  of  the  nation  which  supplies  us,  or  any 
other  cause,  should  prevent  their  importation 
hereafter,  we  may  make  them,  at  the  same  addi- 
tional expense,  then  ?  If  so,  we  are  nqt  depend- 
ent. And  why  should  we  assume  a  burden  now, 
hecause  it  may  fail  on  us  hereafter  ?  or  how  does 
it  remedy  a  future  and  contingent  evil,  to  make 
it  immediate  and  certain  1 

A  wise  nation,  indeed,  will  not  permit  itself  to 
be  surprised  by  hostilities,  without  the  means  of 
defence,  and  will,  beforehand,  therefore,  accumu- 
late those  munitions,  which  are  little  needed  in 
peace,  but  immediately  requisite  in  war ;  or,  at 
least,  provide  the  means  of  obtaining  them.  Food 
and  clothing  are  also  necessary  for  subsistence, 
and,  of  course,  for  defence ;  but  the  demand  for 
these  being  constant  at  all  times,  affords,  of  itself, 
a  constant  encouragement  to  their  production, 
without  the  special  aid  of  Government.  With 
regard  to  all  the  means  of  defence,  however,  it  is 
enough  for  independence  and  security,  if  we  have 
the  ability  to  produce  or  procure  them  when  tl^ey 
are  wanted.  As  to  munitions  of  war,  they  should 
receive  whatever  encouragement  is  necessary  ;  as 
to  food,  we  are  burdened  with  it ;  as  to  clothing, 
the  very  proposal  to  prohibit,  immediately,  the 
importation  of  foreign  manufactures  used  for  this 
purpose,  implies,  of  itself,  a  conviction  that  we 


are  already  competent  to  supply  all  our  wants.- 
The  quantity  of  naval  stores,  required  in  peace^ 
being  even  greater  than  in  war,  the  stock  on  band 
for  commercial  purposes  would,  on  a  sudden  erup- 
tion of  hostilities,  afford  the  means  of  protection 
until  we  could  raise  tbem.  In  thus  considering 
the  subject  as  it  affects  our  means  of  defence,  we 
have  taken  the  case  assumed  by  manufacturers 
as  most  favorable  to  their  pretensions — that  of  a 
war  with  all  mankind.  It  is  obvious  that,  if  there 
were  any  neutrals,  most  of  our  wants  would  be 
supplied  as  certainly,  tboosh  not  as  cheaply,  as  at 
present.  We  have  found  this  to  be  true  in  pur 
own  wars,  and  all  history  confirms  it. 

But,  so  far  would  the  enormous  tax  proposed 
oA  hemp  and  iron  be  from  contributing  to  national 
independence,  that  it  would  strike  a  severe  blow 
at  our  freedom  and  security.  By  the  existing 
treaty,  American  and  British  ships  are  placed  on 
the  same  footing ;  and  it  ts  a  suoject  of  gratula- 
tion,  that  our  coontrj^men  now  sustain  the  com- 
petition. The  imposition  of  new  and  heavy  bur- 
dens on  our  own  shipping,  would  tend  to  give 
the  British  the  monopoly  of  our  trade,  and  to 
make  them  our  sole  carriers.  When  this  is  ac- 
complished, there  will  be  •  no  lack  of  Orders  in 
CouncH  to  regulate  the  trade  of  America,  and  the 
dependence  which  we  shall  suffer,  unlike  that  of 
which  we  now  complain,  will  be  neither  mutual, 
voluntary,  nor  terminable. 

Another  favorite  phrase  of  the  advocates  of 
this  system  is,  that  it  would  promote  national 
industry.  What  is  national  industry  but  the  in- 
dusuy  of  individuals?  And  what  encourages  it 
like  high  wages  ?  And  what  sustains  the  price 
of  wages  but  the  demand  for  labor?  And  what 
tends  so  much  to  increase  and  support  this  de- 
mand as  the  employrment  of  our  whole  capital  in 
those  pursuits  in  which  the  most  labor  is  required  ? 
The  occupations,  then,  in  which  a  given  capital 
demands  and  maintains  the  greatest  quantity  of 
human  labor,  are  most  promotive  of  industry; 
and  this  is  eminently  true  in  a  country  where 
every  thing  else  is  more  abundant  than  capital. 

The  price  of  manufactures  involves  the  cost  of 
the  raw  material,  the  sum  paid  the  owner  of  the 
capital  employed  in  working  it.  and  the  wages  of 
the  workmen.  It  is  when  the  last  are  greatest  in 
proportion  to  the  whole  price,  that  industry  is  best 
paid  and  most  encouraged.  Machines  for  multi- 
plying the  effects  of  la£>r  may,  indeed,  produce  a 
great  profit,  but  it  accrues  to  the  owners  of  them, 
not  to  those  employed  in  managing  them.  Should 
any  one  construct  a  machine  so  perfect  that  it 
would  enable  a  single  hand,  by  merely  turning  a 
crank,  to  supply  the  country  with. broadcloth,  the 
possessor  ol  this  curious  piece  of  mechanism 
would  certainly  make  a  fortune ;  but  the  laborer 
who  put  it  in  motion  would  receive  not  a  cent 
more  than  the  regular  wages  for  turning  a  crank. 
The  occupations  in  which  money  is  laid  out  for 
complicated  machinery,  for  lands,  buildings,  and 
fixtures,  to  accumulate  the  raw  material,  or. the 
meansof  con  verting  it  to  use,  or  keep  on  hand  a  great 
quantity  of  the  articles  manufactured,  so  as  to  dis- 
i  pose  of  them  most  beneficially  in  the  market,  may 
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afford  a  profitable  iaveskmenc  for  capital,  but  have 
no  exclusive  nor  peculiar  tendency  to  increase  the 
price  or  the  amount  of  labor.  The  factory  at 
Waltham  tends  to  raise  wages  no  more  than  everv 
other  establishment,  however  small  its  capital, 
which  employs  the  same  number  of  hands ;  and 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive  a  case,  in  which  industry 
or  its  reward  can  be  increased  by  turning  any 
number  of  men  from  one  pursuit  to  another.  The 
machines  and  implemenu  for  the  aid  of  labor, 
which  can  be  profitably  employed  with  a  very 
small  capital,  such  as  the  tools  of  the  mechanic, 
are  most  useful  to  the  poor ;  those  which  require 
a  large  capital,  to  the  rich ;  the  former  tend  to 
diffuse  wealth,  the  latter  to  concentrate  it.  Which 
is  the  most  consonant  to  our  institutions  and  char- 
acter ? 

Those  employments,  such  as  household  manu- 
factures, which  do  not  interfere  with  other  busi- 
ness, but  only  occupy  its  intervals,  do,  indeed,  in- 
crease the  quantity  of  industry  in  a  country.  But 
these  need  the  least  encouragement.  The  labor 
devoted  to  them  is  an  absolute  ^in  to  the  indi- 
Tidual,  as  well  as  to  the  public,  and  may  be 
deemed  to  cost  htm  nothing ;  hence,  he  is  in  no 
danger  from  the  competition  of  those  who  must 
derive  the  means  of  support,  however  small,  from 
making  similar  articles.  The  same  may  be  said 
of  those  which  afford  occupation  to  children,  and 
to  the  other  classes,  who  now  subsist  with  little  or 
no  occupation.  The  subsistence  of  these  persons 
being  already  provided  for,  their  wages,  in  such 
new  employment,  would  be  clear  profit.  They 
can  really  afford  to  work  for  nothing,  and  will  be 
induced  to  do  so  for  next  to  nothing. 

It  is  incumbent  on  those  who  would  give  aid  to 
one  class  of  men,  to  be  satisfied,  by  clear  proof, 
that  they  shall  not  materially  injure  another  class, 
who  deserve,  at  least,  protection.  In  the  year 
1810,  the  United  States  possessed  1,428,827  tons 
of  shipping ;  and,  as  one  seaman  is  required,  on 
an  average,  for  every  twenty  tons,  more  than 
71,000  men  must  have  been  employed  in  that 
capacity.  For  every  hundred  tons  four  tons  of 
iron  are  consumed,  the  nrice  of  working  which 
is  four  cents  a  pound ;  nence  the  very  Tabor  of 
the  blacksmith  on  the  iron  used  in  constructing 
those  vessels,  independently^  of  subsequent  repairs, 
was  worth  above  tour  millions  and  a  half  or  dol: 
lars.  Among  how  many  was  this  divided  ?  The 
ship  carpenters,  valuing  their  labor  at  ten  dollars 
ft  ton,  one-third  less  than  has  sometimes  been 
paid,  received,  for  .building  these  vessels,  more 
than  fourteen  millions  of  dollars.  It  is  a  given 
rule,  that,  for  every  ton  of  shipping,  a  ton  of  tim- 
ber is  necessary ;  and  for  this,  at  nine  dollars  a 
ton,  the  farmer  must  have  received  nearly  thirteen 
millions. 

The  average  duration  of  our  vessels,  including 
losses  at  sea,  is  estimated,  by  competent  judges, 
to  be  seven  years.  But,  suppose  it  to  be  ten ;  then, 
in  order  to  maintain  the  same  quantity  of  ship- 
ping, these  supplies  must,  every  ten  years,  be  re- 
peated ;  and  this,  in  addition  to  the  whole  amount 
necessary  for  repairs.  Estimate  the  number  of 
men  thus  supported,  and  add  to  them  the  ship- 


joiners,  the  boat  builders,  the  mast-makers,  the 
block  and  pump-makers,  the  painters,  glaziefs, 
and  plumbers,  the  anchor-smiths,  tbe  copper- 
smiths, the  carvers,  sail-makers,  riggers,  rope- 
makers,  the  bakers  of  ship  bread,  the  butchen^ 
and  packers  of  provisions,  the  grocers,  ship  chaa- 
dlers,  tallow  chandlers,  the  coopers,  the  ligbier- 
men,  the  truckmen,  the  stevedores  and  lahorer^ 
the  gun  smiths,  the  mathematical  instrumeat  ma- 
kers, the  wharfingers,  the  owners  of  wharves  and 
warehouses,  and  all  others  who  derive  a  sabais- 
tence  from  navigation,  and  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren, and  all  dependent  on  them,  and  see  bow 
wide  a  ruin  would  follow  the  attempt  to  do,  what 
we  are  pleased  to  call  "  command  ing  oar  ova 
consumption." 

The  coasting  trade,  it  may  be  said,  will  be  left 
But  to  what  will  this  amount,  after  dedacting  all 
that  portion  of  it  which  is  employed  in  transiait- 
ting  the  goods  received  from  other  countries,  or 
those  destined  to  them,  and  in  the  vast  traffic 
which  ultimately  results  from  foreign  commerce  I 

It  has  been  asserted  that  this  new^  project  will 
be  beneficial  to  agriculture ;  that,  though  the 
farmer  will  pay  aliigher  price  for  all  he  bays, 
and  be  taxed  more  than  ever  for  the  support  of  the 
Government,  yet,  that  he  will  be  compensated  for 
this  by  the  creation  of  another  or  better  markec 
for  the  produce  of  the  soil.  Is  this  true?  That 
produce  consists  of  articles  of  food,  or  of  thenw 
materials  of  manufactures.  How  is  it  possible 
that  manufactures  should  extend  the  demuid  for 
food  1  Surely  it  will  not  be  pretended,  ta  spite 
of  our  own  experience,  and  that  of  all  maahnd, 
that  manufacturing  countries  increase  most  np- 
idly  in  population,  or  that  they  require  greats 
means  of  subsistence  than  others.  Tke  fanner 
feeds  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  coiintry^  now,  sad 
here  he  can  do  no  more.  Since,  then,  the  densad 
for  food  cannot  be  increased,  the  priee  caa  be 
raised  only  by  diminishing  the  supply.  If  maay 
now  engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil  are  forced  to 
quit  the  pursuit,  the  quantity  of  food  raised  may 
become  less,  and  the  pricey  of  coane,  greater. 
Thus  farmers  are  to  be  driven  from  their  pireseot 
employment  to  seek  subsistence  in  another,  and 
fields  now  under  culture,  and  ladea  with  plenty, 
are  to  be  abandoned  to  desolation ;  and  all  this  foe 
the  extension  and  encouragement  of  agrieoluife. 
Yet,  though  the  domestic  market  for  uiod  cooid 
not  thus  be  increased,  the  foreign  market  mtfht 
and  would  be  diminished ;  for,  we  cannot  afibrd 
to  export  our  productions  to  other  coantrieSy  unless 
we  will  take  what  they  can  give  us  in  return. 
Now,  our  farmer  understands  very  well,  that  s 
foreign  demand  for  his  produce  benefiu  him  br 
advancing  the  price,  not  only  of  that  which  n 
exported,  but  of  the  whole  quantity  raised ;  he 
obtains  more  money  for  all  that  he  sells,  whether 
it  is  to  be  consumed  at  home  or  abroad. 

The  establishment  of  domestic  manufaetnres 
would,  indeed,  create  a  demand  at  home  for  the 
materials  of  which  they  are  composed,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  would  lessen  the  foreign  demand  to 
the  same  extent ;  because,  the  nation  which  now 
supplies  us  would  cease  to  want  that  quantity  of 
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be  raw  material  which  it  converts  iato  mana- 
actures,  for  our  market.  Aad,  besides,  to  increase 
he  price  of  such  manufacturer,  tends  to  diminisih 
heir  consumption,  and,  consequentlv,  th^  demand 
or  them,  and  for  their  materials.  It  i^  the  direct 
nterestof  the  farmer  that  the  raw  materials  raised 
iy  him  should  be  manufactured  as  cheaply  as  pos- 
ible,  in  order  to  increase  this  consumption  and 
emand.  It  is  also  his  diifect  interest,  for  this  rea- 
on,  that  the  smaller  the  portion  of  the  price  paid 
y  the  consumer,  which  the  manufacturer  takes 
9r  his  share,  the  larger  the  proportion  which  the 
ultivator  receives  for  his.  The  extent  to  which 
is  productions  are  manufactured  and  used  is  all 
hat  affects  him ;  no  matter  by  whom  it  is  done, 
r  where.  Some  appear  to  imagine  that  our  soil 
lUst  always  produce  the  same  quantity,  and  that 
re  have  only  to  determine  whether  it  shall  be 
lade  use  of  at  home  or  abroad.  But  this  is  not 
9.  The  productions  of  agriculture  are  created  by 
ie  call  for  them.  The  existence  of  more  grain 
nd  cotton  than  we  actually  use,  is  only  the  con- 
fluence of  the  demand  for  exportation.  Destroy 
lie  cause,  (as  would  be  done  by  prohibiting  im- 
ortations,)  and  what  wilt  become  of  the  effect? 

There  is,  however,  an  argument  in  favor  of  en- 
ouraging  particular  employments  by  bounties  or 
ixes,  which  merits  a  different  consideration.  It 
as  been  justly  urged,  that  there  may  be  occupa- 
ions  peculiarly  adapted  to  our  situation  and  char- 
cter,  and  which,  if  once  established,  might  be 
arried  on  here  better  than  elsewhere,  so  as  to 
fford  their  productions  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  is 
ow  paid  for  them.  And  yet  habit,  and  indolence, 
nd  the  natural  attachment  of  men  to  the  pur- 
iiits  in  which  they  have  been  educated,  and  the 
nmediate  expense  of  commencing  the  business, 
nd  the  want  of  that  skill  which  only  time  and 
iperience  can  give,  and  a  doubt  bow  soon  or 
ow  certainly  the  profit  will  be  realized, — may 
eter  individuals  from  engaging  in  these  occupa- 
ons,  and  induce  them  to  persist  in  others  less  prof- 
able  to  themselves  and  to  the  public;  and  that, 
'  these  difficulties  can  be  overcome  by  a  present 
IX,  which  wilt  be  more  than  compensated  by  the 
iduction  of  prices  hereafter,  it  is  ^ood  policy  and 
conomy  to  impose  it.  On  this  principle,  encour- 
gement  has  always  been  given  by  our  Govern- 
lent  to  particular  pursuits ;  and  it  should  always 
e  given,  to  the  full  extent  that  this  principle  will 
warrant.  By  its  adoption,  the  whole  subject  is 
lade  a  mere  question  of  economy — of  economy 
}  consumers,  who  are  aU  the  people ;  and  it  be- 
omes  our  duty,  not  how  to  make  manufactures 
ear,  but  how  to  make  them,  on  the  whole,  cheap 
nd  abundant.  The  best,  and  perhaps  the  only 
ffectual  mode  of  doing  it,  is  to  promote  competi- 
ion  at  the  lowest  prices. 

There  is  a  difference,  in  this  respect,  between 
la  vigation  and  manufactures.  Our  ships  enoaged 
a  foreign  trade  derive  no  advantage,  even  in  our 
wn  market,  from  l>eing  near  it;  for  all  vessels 
tiust  make  two  passages,  in  order  to  carry  ffoods 
rom  one  country  to  another,  and  brin§[  back  the 
eturns ;  and  it  makes  no  dinerence  which  coun- 
ry  is  the  first  atarting  place.    Our  ships,  too,  when 


in  the  ports  of  a  foreign  nation,  are  liable  to  have 
a  tax  imposed  on  them,  which  shall  prevent  their 
entering  into  a  fair  competition  with  those  of  that 
nation  m  the  trade  between  us.  But  our  manu- 
factures used  at  home  (and  these  only  are  bene- 
fited by  an  impost)  have  an  advantage  over  all 
foreign  goods,  equal  both  to  the  expense  of  trans- 
porting the  latter,  estimated  by  Mr.  Hamilton  at 
between  fifteen  and  thirty  per  cent.,  and  to  the 
duty  imposed  on  their  importation  here  for  the 
purpose  of  revenue. 

Besides)  no  other  nation  can  tax  our  manufac- 
tures, so  as  to  prevent  their  entering  into  compe- 
tition with  its  own  in  our  market,  or  can  give  its 
own  any  advantage  over  ours,  but  by  granting  a 
bounty  on  their  exportation  from  its  dominions. 
This  bounty  is  never,  in  fact,  equal  to  the  cost  of 
transportation  and  the  impost  here;  and  should  it 
in  any  instance  be  greater,  an  equality  would  be 
produced  by  laying  an  additional  duty,  equal  to 
the  difference,  on  importations  from  the  single 
country  which  granted  the  bounty.  The  policy 
of  producing  equality  by  such  means — of  raising 
prices  to  produce  competition  at  high  rates,  when 
competition  is  useful  only  as  it  lessens  them — 
may  well  be  doubted.  Bi^t,  on  any  ground,  by 
what  train  of  reasoning  can  it  be  shown,  that,  be- 
cause a  bounty  is  granted  on  the  exportation  of 
linens  from  England,  it  would  promote  a  free  and 

? general  competition  to  prohibit  or  tax  those  brpught 
irom  Germany?  Yet  this  is  the  motive  assigned 
for  imposing  a  duty  of  six  cents  and  a  quarter  on 
every  yar()  of  German  linen  costing  ten  cents. 

According  to  the  principle  above  laid  down,  the 
reason  for  a  tax  increasmg  the  price  of  goods 
for  a  time  being  to  lessen  it  afterwards,  and  the 
only  motive  fbr  a  present  monopoly  to  create  future 
competition,  it  follows  as  an  mvariable  rule  that 
such  tax  or  monopoly  ought  never  to  be  perpetual ; 
for  this  would  be  sacrificing  the  end  to  the  means. 
As  the  burden  thus  imposed  on  the  public  is  cer- 
tain and  immediate,  it  follows  also  that  those  who 
call  for  it  must  show  that  a  full  equivalent  will 
ultimately  be  received  in  the  reduction  of  prices ; 
otherwise,  the  bargain  is  a  bad  one.  Again,  since 
every  benefit  ought  to  be  purchased  as  cheaply  as 
possible,  it  follows  still  further  that  they  must 
prove  the  present  tax  to  be  the  smallest  which  is 
competent  to  effect  their  professed  object;  for  all 
beyond  this  is  a  useless  sacrifice.  It  is,  in  ot|r  opin- 
ion, an  insuperable  objection  to  the  proposed  bill, 
that  its  advocates  make  no  attempt  to  show  to 
what  the  ad  vantage  which  they  expect  will  amount, 
or  what  amount  of  taxes  is  requisite  for  its  attain- 
ment. 

As  a  fireneral  rule,  the  employments  which  need 
the  smallest  encouragement  are  best  fitted  to  our 
actual  condition,  and  most  conducive  to  our  pros- 
perity ;  and  those  which  can  be  supported  only  by 
creat  bounties  or  taxes  are  shown  by  that  very 
fact  to  be  at  least  adapted  to  our  character  and 
circumstances,  and  least  likely  to  occasion  u  reduc- 
tion of  prices  hereafter,  by  sustaining  a  free  and 
general  competition  at  the  lowest  ra4es.  The  en- 
terprise and  activity  of  our  citizens  leave  little 
doubt  that  the  .pursuits  most  appropriate  to  our 
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situation  will  ultimately  be  established,  without 
any  eitravagant  aid  from  Government,  so  that 
the  only  effect  of  assisting  them  would  be  to  hasten 
their  establishment.  Is  this  an  advantage  worth 
the  price  we  are  called  on  to  pay  for  itf  Those 
who  assert  the  fact  are  bound  to  prove  it  clearly. 

It  is  only  in  a  very  clear  case  that  this  principle 
should  be  put  in  practice ;  since,  in  the  experience 
of  nations,  the  failure  of  such  attempts  has  been 
much  more  frequent  than  their  success,  and  has 
always  produced  mischiefs  not  easily  remedied. 
The  encouragement  of  silk  manufactures  in  Eng- 
land is  a  source  of  great  distress  among  the 
people,  and  great  embarrassment  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  other  question  is  equally  important.  Is  the 
immense  tax  proposed  to  be  laid  in  favor  of  par- 
ticular manufactures  necessary  for  their  protec- 
tion ?  Since  true  economy  requires  the  expense 
of  protecting  those  articles  only  which  become 
cheaper  hereafter  in  consequence  of  this  protec- 
tion, no  manufactures  should  be  encouraged  from 
this  motive  but  such  as  can  be  afforded  by  the  ma- 
ker ftt  a  lower  price,  after  the  difficulties  of  estab- 
lishing them  are  surmounted ;  and  these,  of  course, 
so  long  as  they  continue  to  maintain  the  price  at 
which  they  can  be  sold  at  first,  afford  him  a  profit 
constantly  increasing.  Whenever,  therefore,  the 
encouragement  granted  to  any  manufacture  is 
sufficient  to  occasion  its  establishment  and  exist- 
ence, its  extension,  and  the  further  emolument 
of  those  engaged  in  it,  may  safely  be  left,  and 
ought  to  be  left,  to  time,  skill,  and  industry.  Can, 
then,  the  manufacturers,  for  whose  benefit  the 
new  tariff  is  chiefly  designed,  exist  under  our  pre- 
sent systemi  ?  Do  they  in  fact  exist  ?  Their  zeal, 
activity,  and  almost  success,  in  thf  attempt  to 
render  their  fellow  citizens  tributary  to  their 
wealth,  seem  to  leave  no  room  for  such  a  question. 
The  necessity  of  supporting  cotton  factories  is 
most  strongly  urged.  Now,  the  price  at  which 
the  manufacturers  in  our  vicinity  can  go  and  take 
the  cotton  from  the  wharf,  and  bring  it  back  man- 
ufactured to  the  warehouse,  is  little  more  than  the 
mere  impost  on  the  cottons  of  India,  the  only 
goods  which  would  otherwise  come  into  competi- 
tion with  it. 

Though  the  advocates  of  the  bill  under  considr 
eration  assume  the  name  and  the  authority  of  the 
manufacturers  of  the  United  States,  the  great  ma- 
jority of  our  manufacturers  would  be  directly  and 
severely  injured  by  its  enactment.  In  this  part  of 
the  country,  those  most  deeply  interested  in  the 
very  pursuits  to  which  it  gives  the  greatest  aid, 
desire,  as  we  believe,  no  further  encouragement, 
but  understand  their  true  interests,  and  are  well 
aware  that  exorbitant  taxes,  imposed  for  their 
profit,  could  not  be  long  in  operation  before  their 
effect  on  other  manufacturers,  and  on  the  commu- 
nity, would  be  known  and  felt ;  the  natural  con- 
sequence of  which  would  be,  to  cause  a  reaction 
in  public  opinion,  and  induce  the  people,  in  their 
indignation,  to  withdraw  the  protection  now  af- 
forded to  our  manufacturers^  and  to  leave  them 
to  contend  at  once  with  foreigners  in  our  market, 
without  any  other  superiority  than  that  derived 


from  being  near  the  consumer,  and  from  duties 
laid  for  the  sole  purpose  of  revenue. 

We  rejoice  to  see  manufactures  flourish,  and 
deem  their  spontaneous  zrowth  aa  evidence  of 
wealth  and  prosperity ;  but  to  theoi,  aad  to  ail 
pursuits,  the  best  protection  is  that  ivhich  is  per- 
manent. The  great  excellence  of  laws,  aad 
especially  of  such  as  affect  the  employmeob  of 
men,  is  stability.  By  this  only,  iadiTidoais  are 
enabled  to  regulate  their  conduct  beforebaad,  and 
to  calculate  the  chance  of  success  ia  the  occopa- 
tions  which  they  may  select,  without  danger  of 
having  the  bread  of  their  industry  snatched  from 
their  moulhs,  by  nice  experimeats  and  nof  elues 
in  legislation. 

We  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  \^t 
following  resolutions: 

Resolvedy  That  we  have  regarded  with  pleasoxe 
the  establishment  and  success  of  manufacuues 
among  us ;  and  consider  their  growth,  when  na- 
tural and  spontaneous,  and  not  the  effect  of  a  sys- 
tem of  bounties  and  protection,  as  an  evidence  of 
general  wealth  and  prosperity. 

Resolvedy  That,  relying  on  the  ingenuity,  enter- 
prise, and  skill,  of  our  fellow  citizens,  we  beiiere 
that  all  manufactures,  adapted  to  our  characier 
and  circumstances,  will  be  introduced  and  extend- 
ed, as  soon  and  as  far  as  will  promote  the  pabllt 
interest,  without  any  further  protection  than  ihej 
now  receive. 

Resolved,  That  no  objection  oiu^lit  erer  to  be 
made  to  any  amount  of  taxes,  equaS^  appoctioned, 
and  imposed  for  the  purpose  of  raising  rcTenae 
necessary  for  the  support  of  Grovernment.;  bm 
that  taxes  imposed  on  the  people,  for  the  Kde  ben- 
efit of  any  one  class  of  men,  are  equally  iBooiis5> 
tent  with  the  principles  of  our  Constitutioo,  a&d 
with  sound  policy. 

Resolved,  That  the  supposition,  that,  until  the 
proposed  tariff,  or  some  similar  measure,  be  adopt- 
ed, we  are,  and  shall  be,  dependent  on  foreigners 
for  the  means  of  subsistence  and  defence,  is,  in 
our  opinion,  altogether  fallacious  and  iancifol, 
and  derogatory  to  the  character  of  the  oafioo. 

Resolved,  That  high  bounties,  on  such  domestic 
manufactures  as  are  principally  b^^H'M^d  by  that 
tariff,  favor  great  capitalists,  rather  than  personal 
industry,  or  the  owners  of  small  capitals,  and 
therefore  that  we  do  not  perceive  its  tendency  lo 
promote  national  industry. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  equally  incapable  of  dis- 
covering its  beneficial  effects  on  asricultare,  bioce 
the  obvious  consequence  of  its  adoption  would  be, 
that  the  farmer  must  give  more  than  he  now  does 
for  all  he  buys,  and  receive  less  for  all  be  sdb. 

Resolved,  That  the  imposition  of  duties,  whick 
are  enormous,  and  deemed  by  a  large  portioo  d 
the  people  to  be  unequal  and  unjust,  is  dangtroas, 
as  it  encourages  the  practice  of  smuggling. 

Resolved,  That,  in  our  opinion,  the  proposed  tir 
riff,  and  the  principles  on  which  it  is  avowedlf 
founded^  would,  if  adopted,  have  a  tendency,  how- 
ever different  may  be  the  motives  of  those  whc 
recommend  them,  to  diminish  the  industry,  laa- 
pede  the  prosperity,  and  corrupt  the  morals  of  the 
people. 
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MEMORIAL 

0/the  Chamber  of  Com'nterce  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
against  the  passage  of  the  Bill  to  amend  the  several 
Acts  for  imposing  DxUies  on  Imports, — Presented 
Tebruary  9,  1824. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Hooie  of  Repreeent- 
ativesof  the  United  Statee  in  Congreaeassemhled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber. of  Commerce  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  respectfallv  represents : 

That,  in  common  with  their  fellow-citizeos  in 
irarioas  parts  of  the  Union,  who  have  embarked 
;heir  property  in  commerce  and  navigation,  your 
nemorialists  have  seen,  with  alarm  and  surprise, 
n  the  bill  '^  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  impos- 
ng  duties  oa  imports,"  commonly  called  the 
Tariff  bill,  and  now  before  your  booorable  body, 
principles  and  details  which,  if  sanctioned  by 
I^ongress,  and  embodied  into  a  law,  will  deeply 
iffect  the  rights  and  interests,  not  of  your  memo- 
ialists  only,  but  of  almost  every  other  class  of  their 
ellow -citizens. 

With  the  hififhest  respect  for  your  honorable 
)ody,  but  writh  the  plainness  and  smoerity  becom- 
Dg  freemen,  we  b^  leave  to  lay  before  you,  some 
)f  the  numerous  evils  which  would  result  from  the 
)roposed  bill,  should  it  become  a  law. 

During  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  mudi 
incouragement  was  given  by  the  National  Legis* 
ature  to  the  manufactures  of  this  country,  and 
vhen  the  war  terminated,  it  was  deemed  by  Con- 
gress an  act  of  justice,  as  well  as  a  measure  of 
tolicy,  to  esuiblish  a  tariff  of  duties,  which,  while 
t  should  not  operate  severely  on  the  other  great 
nterests  of  the  community,  would  be  a  proteetton 
o  those  who  had  been  induced  to  invest  capital 
D  manufacturing  establishments.  The  tariff  of 
816,  which  was  then  formed,  has,  with  some  al- 
srations,  continued  to  this  time;  and  it  so  far 
^stored  domestic  manufactures,  that  they  soon 
ecovered  from  the  embarrassments  which  folio w- 
d  the  ^reat  influx  of  foreign  goods  in  1815,  and 
ave  since,  in  most  cases,  when  managed  with 
kill  and  prudence,  and  aided  by  sufficient  capital, 
een  prosperous  and  profitable;  and  we  do  not 
efiitate  to  assert,  that  money  vested  in  such  es* 
iblishinents  has  yielded  better  returns  than  mo- 
ey  emploved  in  commerce,  navigation,  or  agri* 
ulture.  Since  that  tariff  has  been  in  operation, 
lie  charges  on  importing  foreign  goods,  inclnd- 
ig  duties  and  premium  on  exchange,  have  varied 
rom  40  to  50  per  cent,  on  the  first  cost  of  those 
rhich  pay  ad  valorem  duties,  and  a  much  higher 
ate  on  those  charged  with  specific  duties ;  the 
remium  to  our  manufactures  has  conseqnentijf 
een,  from  two-fifths  to  one-half  of  the  first  cost 
f  all  foreign  articles  which  come  in  competition 
^ith  our  domestic  products.  Though  this  en- 
ouragement  to  the  industry  of  one  class  of  the 
omm unity  is  liberal,  almost  to  excess,  still  the 
ther  classes,  confiding  in  the  equity  of  the  Gtov- 
rnment,  and  knowing  that  further  aid  was.  re- 
uired  in  its  fiscal  concerns,  have  patiently  acqni- 
sced,  in  the  full  belief,  however,  that  heavier 
urdens  would  not  be  imposed,  nnless  the  necessi- 
les  of  the  nation  required  them. 


It  was  supposed  that  this  ample  protection  would 
have  satisfied  the  manufacturing  interest,  but  the 
repeated  demands  which  liave  since  been  made, 
show  how  delusive  has  been  this  expectation ;  and 
that  the  object  aimed  at,  and  constantly  kept  in 
view,  is  monopo^.  We  ought  not  and  will  not 
charge  all  this  class  of  our  fellow-citizens  with  this 
engrossing  disposition.  Among  the  manufactu- 
rers of  the  United  States  we  see  numbers  of  our 
wisest,  most  patriotic,  and  most  deserving  citizens, 
who  carry  on  this  branch  of  industry  with  profit 
to  themselves  and  benefit  to  their  countrv.  Such 
as  these  wish  not  further  duties  for  tneir  own 
protection.  They  believe  that  sufficient  encour- 
agement has  been  already  extended  to  the  manu- 
facturing class,  and  that  the  hot-bed  stimulus  of 
the  proposed  bill  is  not  wanted  to  cherish  the  well- 
managed  itoanufactories  which  now  exist,  or  to 
rear  u  p  others  of  a  similar  description.  Nor  would 
we  be  understood  to  charge  the  mechanics  of  the 
United  States  with  a  disposition  to  promote  laws 
to  foster  their  exclusive  interests.  On  the  con-* 
trary,  this  numerous  and  respectable  class  of  our 
fellow-citizens  have  the  strongest  motives  to  raise 
their  voice  in  opposition  to  most  of  the  provisions 
of  the  proposed  bill.  The  shipbuilder,  the  car- 
penter, the  blacksmith,  the  ropemaker,  the  dyer, 
the  -hatter,  the  shoemaker,  the  saddler,  the  machin- 
ist, with  every  other  dass  of  mechanics^  and  all 
the  laboring  classes  of  the  community,  are  identi- 
fied with  the  merchant  and  the  farmer.  Their 
interests  cannot  be  promoted  by  an  enormous  duty 
on  hemp,  iron,  and  wool,  or  by  laws  which  dis- 
courage commerce  and  navigation.  They  are  the 
great  consumers  of  the  country ;  and  it  cannot  be 
supposed  that  a  statute  which  adds  to  the  price 
of  every  article  of  their  clothing,  of  every  agricul- 
tural implement,  every  tool  used  in  their  various 
trades,  should  be  acceptable  to  them,  especially  if 
intended  to  give  still  turther  benefits  to  a  class  of 
citizens  Which  has  already  received  its  full  share 
of  the  protection  and  patronage  of  Qovernment. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  tariff  of  1816, 
and  of  the  few  changes  subsequently  made,  the 
national  revenue  has  g^one  on  prosperously ;  and 
notwithstanding  the  universal  depression  of  com- 
merce in  Europe  and  America,  it  has,  since  that 
period,  been  sufficient  .to  provide  for  all  the  en- 
gagements and  expenses  of  the  Qovernment,  and 
to  keep  up  and  extend  the  great  national  institu- 
tions, and  to  leave  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury  so 
large,  as  we  are  informed  from  high  authority,  as 
to  enable  the  Treasury  Department  to  anticipate, 
by  nearly  twelve  months^  the  reimbnrsement  of 
many  millions  of  the  public  debt. 

We  may  fairly  infer,  therefore,  that  the  neces- 
sity of  a  greater  revenue  will  not  be  among  the 
motives  to  pass  the  bill  in  qaestion. 

Your  memorialists  have  always  believed,  that 
the  true  and  legitimate  object  of  taxation  is  rev- 
enue, and  that  the  power  '*U>  faiyaad  collect 
taxes,  duties,  and  imposts,"  which  is  given  to 
Congress  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
was  not  granted  with  the  intention,  nor  will  it 
bear  the  construction,  that  it  may  be  so  exercised, 
as  to  cherish  and  elevate  one  ckua  at  the  expense 
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of  all  the  other  classes  of  oar  citizens.  The  Con- 
stitution imposes  on  Congress  th»  great  duty  of 
*'  promoting  the  general  welfare."  To  lay  taxes 
which  will  operate  as  prohibitions  and  restrictions 
on  trade,  which  will  promote  exclusive  interests 
at  the  national  expense,  which  imposes  heavy 
burdens  on  the  many,  and  gives  to  the  few  the 
benefits  of  a  monopoly,  cannot  be  consistent  with 
that  sacred  duty.  Nor  can  we  believe  that  the 
general  welfare  will  be  promoted  by  attempts  to 
regulate  the  industry  or  individuals,  by  forcing 
them  out  of  employments  in  which  they  have  ac- 
quired skill  and  experience,  into  others,  of  which 
they  are  ignorant ;  or  by  laws  inevitauy  leading 
to  illicit  trade  and  infractions  of  the  revenue. 

Popular  sentiment  with  regard  to  evasions  of 
the  revenue  laws  has  hitherto  been  on  the  side  of 
Goveriiment,  and  the  moral  feeling  of  the  people 
has  been  a  greater  security  to  the  collation  of  the 
revenue,  than  all  the  oaths  and  regulations  of  the 
custom-houses.  Establish  prohibitory  or  extrava- 
gant duties,  and  the  sense  of  injury  which  would 
^ise  from  the  belief  that  the  burden  is  laid  to  pro- 
mote a  particular  interest,  superadded  to  the  desire 
to  profit  by  illicit  traffic,  would  enlist  public 
opinion  in  favor  of  the  contraband  dealer,  and  he 
would  enjoy,  from  a  large  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity, a  degree  of  countenance,  sympathy, and  even 
protection,  which  he  would  now  look  for  in 
vain. 

Should  the  change  of  popular  sentiment  take 
place,  where,  it  mav  be  askej,  is  the  security  of 
the  revenue  ?  Would  even  a  navy  along  our  im- 
mense line  of  seacoast  be  a  sufficient  protection  ? 
We  may  guard  against  smugsling  in  the  Imme- 
diate vicinity  of  our  principal  ports,  but  what  is 
to  prevent  it  on  our  northern  frontier,  and  in  our 
numerous  bays  and  inlets,  from  Maine  taFlorida? 
Besides,  the  ditnioution  of  the  revenue  which 
would  arise  from  smuggling,  there  would  be  a  still 

Sreater  reduction  in  consequence  of  the  enormous 
uties  contemplated  by  the  proposed  bill.  All  the 
lower-priced  cotton  goods,  flannels,  and  other 
coarse  woollens,  hemp,  iron,  alum,  copperas,  guns, 
most  of  the  enumerated  articles  of  hardware,  anfl 
many  other  articles  which  notv  pay  the  Treasury 
large  sums  in  duties,  would  either  cease  to  be  law- 
fully imported,  or  would-be  brought  into  the  coun- 
try in  small  quantities;  and  the  Government 
would  have  to  resort  to  some  mode  of  taxation, 
bearing  upon  every  part  of  the  community,  in 
order  to  supply  the  deficiency  occasioned  by  exclu- 
sive encouragement  to  a  particular  interest. 

The  revenue  would  also  decrease  from  a  general 
decrease  of  commerce  and  navigation.  If  we 
prohibit  or  extravagantly  tax  foreign  productions 
they  cannot  be  imported  into  our  country,  and  if 
we  do  not  buy  from  other  nations  what  they  have 
to  sell  and  what  we  want,  can  it  be  expected  that 
they  will  take  from  us  our  commodities  ?  If  we 
do  not  buy,  we  cannot  sell :  for,  on  the  supply  of 
mutual  wants  is  founded  all  the  intercourse  and 
all  the  commerce  of  nations,  and  when  they  cease 
to  be  mutual  they  cease  to  exist.  Restrictive  sys- 
tems first  operate  on  commerce,  then  on  naviga- 
tion and  agriculture,  and  when  those  great  inter- 


ests are  prostrated,  they  necessarily  bring  dowa 
with  them  the  revenues  of  the  €k)veromeDt. 

But,  perhaps  it  will  be  said  that  the  great  in- 
crease of  American  manufactures  will  make  op 
not  only  the  deficiency  of  supply,  but  the  deficiency 
of  the  revenue ;  that  period  may  be  within  oar 
prospect,  although  we  have  not  yet  seen  its  ap- 
proach ;  whenever  it  does  arrive  we  wrill  mdilj 
acknowledge  that  we  have  been  mistaken  in  ali 
the  views  which  we  have  entertained ;  and  will 
cheerfully  yield  to  the  manufactariog  imeteit 
every  encouragement  which  it  demands. 

A  principle  which  runs  throagfa  the  propnei 
bill  has  particularly  attracted  the  attention  of  year 
memorialists.  The  spirit  of  patriotism  which  pn- 
'poses  to  tax  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  a  iev. 
proposes  also  to  lay  the  burden  on  the  poor  and 
to  exempt  the  rich.  Those  articles  which  are 
consumed  by  the  poorer  and  more  laborioos  dassei 
of  our  inhabitants,  are  loaded  with  enormous  da- 
ties,  while  those  used  almost  exclusively  by  the  rick, 
are  taxed  at  a  comparatively  low  rate.  A  fev 
instances  will  illustrate  this  poaition.  The  dotis 
on  low-priced  cotton  goods,  on  cheap  flannels,  and 
low-pri^  woollens,  will,  accordinj^  to  the  pro- 
posed bill,  be  from  60  to  100  per  cent. ;  and  ot 
low-priced  guns,  140  per  cent,  on  the  first  cobl 
These  are  almost  exclusively  used  brlhe  kast 
wealthy  part  of  our  population ;  while  ihe  fiae 
cottons  which  pay  25  per  cent.,  fine  broadeiochs 
which  pay  30  per  cent,  and  elegant  fowling 
pieces,  which,  by  this  unskilfal  project,  will  pay  6 
per  cent,  only,  are  almost  exclusively  used  hf  the 
rich. 

Another  feature  of  the  bill  before  yoar  boaonUe 
body  is  equally  partial  and  impolitic.     The  Coa- 
stitution  of  the  United  States  was  instiiuied,  aoc 
only  to  **  form  a  more  perfect  onion,"  hot  to  ^e- 
tablish  justice,"  and  '*  promote  the  geneialwd- 
iare."    Hence,  the  burdens  on  the  people  shoM 
be  as  equally  distributed  as  postdbley  and  lavs 
which  impose  taxes  having  a  sectiooai  beariag 
ought  to  be  carefully  avoid^.     It  is  well  knova 
th^t,  in  a  number  of  the  States  of  oar  Federal 
Union,  there  are  few  or  no  manufaeiorie^  and 
that  the  inhabitants  of  those  States  are  almost  ex- 
clusively agriculturists.    Is  it  just,  is  h  politic; 
will  it  contribute  to  promote  those  feeliagsof  com- 
mon interest,  and  mutual  kindness,  on  which  this 
Union  was  founded,  and  which  are  its  strongest 
cementj  to  lay  onerous  duties  on  the  eonsumptioa 
of  the  inhabitants  of  those  States,  in  order  to  ei^ 
tablish  great  workshops  in  other  parts  of  onr  eoaa- 
try  ?    If  this  is  done,  it  may  not  oe  the  sole  enl 
or  the  least  injury,  which  the  bill  in  qoeacton  will 
inflict  on  the  citizens  of  the  South.     It  may  fea4 
to  results  which  will  jeopardize  the  ralue  of  cot- 
ton, the  great  staple  of  that  section  of  the  Union. 

The  bill  proposes  duties  which  are  nearly,  ii 
not  quite,  prohibitory  on  most  of  the  manttfaetared 
cotton  goods  which  are  derived  from  Great  Britaia. 
If  this  should  lead  to  countervailing  duties  on  ib« 
part  of  that  nation,  their  bearing  and  conseqoeocd 
may  be  imagined  from  a  lew  important  ftcis. 
In  1823,  there  was  imported  into  Great  Britaia 
more  than  420,000  bales  of  cotton  from  the  United 
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States.  Ddriog  the  year  1822,  the  manafactared 
lottoD  goods,  of  Qvery  description,  imported  into 
he  United  States  from  Great  Britain,  after  add- 
Dg  20  per  cent,  for  wastage  on  manufacturing, 
vas  equal  in  weight  to  36,444  bales  of  cotton,  of 
100  lbs.  each.  In  1823,  the  quantity  may  amount 
0  40,000  bales.  Qreal  Britain  is,  therefore,  our 
lustomer  for  420,000  bales,  and  we  are  her  cus- 
omers  for  40,000  bales.  If  we  impose  prohibitory, 
>r  very  heavy,  duties  on  her  manufactured  goods, 
Day  &ne  not  meet  us  by  a  countervailing  duty  on 
American  cotton  ?  The  culture  of  cotton  is  ex- 
ending  in  Spanish  and  Portuguese  America,  in 
ndia,  and  other  parts  of  the  world  ;  and  we  may, 
»y  our  own  mistakes,  raise  up  successful  compe- 
ition  in  the  greatest  staple  our  nation  can  boast 
if.  A  duty  in  Great  Britain  on  American  cotton, 
»r  a  bounty  on  the  cotton  of  her  Asiatic  depen- 
lencies,  of  two  pence  sterling  per  pound,  would 
Dtroduce  annually  into  her  manufactories  many 
housand  bales  ot  India*  cotton,  to  the  exclusion 
)f  the  cotton  grown  in  the  Southern  and  Western 
ections  of  this  Republic. 

It  is  painful  to  yo\xt  memorialists  to  perceive, 
hat,  while  the  nation  just  alluded  to  is  beginning 
o  see  the  advantages  of  a  free  commerce,  and 
he  evils  of  restrictive  laws,  and  her  statesmen  are 
ibout  to  form  their  systems  of  trade  on  the  prin- 
tiples  of  true  political  economy,  attempts  are 
uaking  in  the  United  States  to  induce  the  Na- 
ional  Government  to  adopt  a  narrow  and  retro* 
(fade  policy,  and  to  persuade  our  legislators  that 
)rohibitory  regulations,  and  laws,  calctilated  to 
promote  partial  and  exclusive  interests,  such  as 
lave  disgraced  Spain  and  China,  are  the  most 
vibe  and  politic.  The  old  maxim,  to  sell  dear 
ind  to  buy  cheap,  is  inverted ;  and  it  is  now  found 
hat  to  pay  high  and  to  Sell  low,  is  the  true  road 
o  national  wealth  and  prosperity.  It  was  for* 
nerly  believed,  that  national  mdustry  consisted  in 
he  growing  of  cotton,  rice,  flour,  tobacco,  ashes, 
laxseed,  sugar,  raising  of  beef  and  pork,  the  build* 
ng  of  ships,  navigating  them,  and  in  the  namer- 
ms  trades  inseparably  connected  with  commerce; 
low,  naJtiUmaL  indttHrp  is  ingeniously  construed  to 
nean  labor  in  manu&ctnring  establish ment«. 

Your  memorialists  readily  admit,  that,  on  some 
irticlesoi'lnxury,  there  may,  withoutdisad  vantage, 
ye  an  increase  of  duty,  should  the  exigencies  of 
the  Government  demand  it ;  and  that  the  existing 
tariff  requires  some  modifications ;  but  such  modb- 
icaiions,  to  be  useful,  ought  to  be  gradual,  and  to 
tie  founded  on  the  wants  and  feelings  of  the  vari- 
ous interests  of  the  community.  It  is  not  to  salu- 
tary changes  that  we  object,  but  to  a  system  of 
prohibition  and  exclusion;  a  system  calculated  to 
raise  up  one  interest  and  to  prostrate  every  other. 
We  feel  not  the  slightest  hostility  toward?  oar 
fellow-citizens  who  are  occupied  in  manufactur- 
ing;  it  gives  us  sincere  pleasui^e  to  believe  that 
they  are  now  engaged^in  the  most  profitable  branch 
of  industry,  and  we  hope  they  will  continue  to  do 
well.  These  sentiments,  while  they  are  sincerely 
entertained,  are,  at  the  same  time,  perfectly  con- 
sistent with  the  opinion,  that  the  manufacturer 
has  no  more  right  to  the  favor  and  protection  of 


his  Government,  than  the  farmer,  the  mechanic, 
the  navigatoir,«r  the  merchant. 

Your  memorialists  fullv  befieve,  that  the  bill 
now  before  your  honorable  body  is  unjust  in  its 
principles,  and  injurious  in  its  details;  that  it  is 
calculated  to  produce  unhappy  effects  on  the  in- 
terests of  a  body  of  citizens,  while  it  cherishes  and' 
elevates  the  interests  of  a  particular  part ;  that  if 
it  should,  without  material  alterations,  become  a 
law,  it  will  promote  smuggling,  impair  the  reve- 
nue, lessen  confidence  in  Uovernment,  and  prove 
injurious  to  commerce,  navigation,  and  agricul- 
ture ;  and  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  under  whiteh  we  live.  Sincerely 
impressed  with  the  truth  and  importance  of  these 
opinions,  we  feel  it  to  be  our  bounden  duty  to 
remonstrate  against  the  said  bill,  and  ta  pray 

Jrour  honorable  body,  that  it  may  not  become  a 
aw  of  the  land. 

WM.  BAYARD,  Prendent. 

John  Pintard,  Secretary, 

New  York,  January  30, 1824. 


MEMORIAL 

Of  the  eitizeiu  of  Rickmand  and  Mandieater,  in  Vir» 
ffimoy  upon  ^  tutrject  of  the  propoeed  tariff ,  no0 
Ifefore  CongresB.-^FAruary  17,  1824. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Richmond  and 

Manchester,  at  the  Merchants'  Coffee-House, 

in  the  City  of  Richmond,  on  Saturday,  the  14th 

of  February,  1824,  called  by  the  chairman  of  a 

former  meeting,  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed 

tariff,  now  before  Congress^ 

The  committee  appointed  at  that  meeting  to 

prepare  a  memorial  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 

States  in  opposition  thereto,  presented  the  same, 

which  was  read,  and  unanimously  adopted  by  the 

meeting.     Whereupon — 

Resolved^  That  a  copy  of  the  memorial,  just 
adopted,  b^  signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretary, 
and  transmitted  to  the  Representative  in  Congress 
from  this  district,  and  like  copies  be  furnished  to 
the  editors  of  newspapers  in  this  city. 

The  memorial  of  sundry  merchants,  and  other 
citizens  of  Richmond  and  Manchester,  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  respectfully  rep- 
resents: 

That  they  have  been  much  alarmed  by  the  in- 
troduction of  a  bill  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts 
for  imposing  duties  on  imports." 

Your  memorialists  have  entertained  the  opinion 
that  the  present  tariff  is  too  high,  and  that  iu  ex- 
orbitance has  caused,  in  many  instances,  the  con- 
sumers of  manufactured  arucles  to  pay  heavy 
bounties  to  our  own  manufacturers,  whereby  great 
benefits  have  accrued  to  that  class,  at  the  expense 
of  the  agricultural  and  commercial  classes,  which 
constitute  the  great  bulk  of  our  people.  Your 
memorialists  did  entertain  the  hope  that  the  man- 
ufacturers would  have  been  satisfied  with  the 


8099 


APPENDIX. 


3100 


TaHf  Mm^HaL-'^iekmmid  and  MmickeOer,  Va, 


great  aid  which  theae  high  datieB  hare  reodered 
to  them ;  but  in  this  ther  are  entirely  disappointed, 
and  find  that  that  small  but  persevering  class  of 
the  community  baTe,  by  their  exertions,  been  en* 
abled  to  lay  before  the  assembled  Repress tatives 
of  the  people  a  scheme,  by  which  that  people  shall 
be  compelled  to  submit  to  the  alternative  of  pay- 
ing still  more  exorbitant  prices  for  articles  of 
great  necessity  and  convenience,  or  to  buy  simi- 
ir  articles  of  inferior  value  of  domestic  fabrica- 
tion, at  almost  equally  high  prices,  or  to  abandon 
the  use  of  them  altogether.  And  for  what  pur- 
pose is  it,  that  this  people  are  now  required  to 
submit  to  tbcHC  heavy  exactions ?  Is  it  to  provide 
a  revenue  for  a  parental  Government,  which  is 
charged  with  our  defence?  No  such  purpose  is 
pretended. 

The  revenue  appears,  from  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  from  the  last  Mes- 
sage of  the  President,  to  be  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition ;  and  the  motive  which  has  been  avowed 
for  this  new  system  is,  that  the  manufactures  of 
our  own  country  may  be  fostered  and  protected. 

Your  memorialists  do  not  mean  to  enter  into 
an  examination  of  the  question,  whether  Con- 
gress have  any  Constitutional  power  to  lay  and 
collect  imppsts  and  duties,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  encouragement  and  protection  to  one  class 
of  the  community,  to  the  injury,  and  at  the  ex- 
pense, of  all  other  classes ;  they  will  merely  ven- 
ture to  suggest,  that  this  imporUnt  power  was 
granted  by  the  Constitution  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  '^  paying  the  debts,  and  providing  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  f  and  they  cannot  perceive  how  this 
g[eQeral  object  can  be  attained  by  fostering  a  par- 
ticular class,  to  the  prejudice  of  others. 

Whenever  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  in- 
crease the  tariff  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  reve- 
nue, to  be  appropriated  tor  the  good  of  the  whole, 
your  memorialists  have  not  complained,  nor  will 
they  ever  complain,  when  it  shall  be  found  neces- 
sary for  such  purpose;  but  they  cannot  believe 
that  Congress  are  acting  entirely  within  their  le^ 
gitimate  sphere,  when  they  depart  from  this  great 
object,  and  put  their  hands  into  the  pockets  of  the 

Jpreat  mass  of  the  people,  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
erring  the  money  there  found  into  the  pockets  of 
the  favored  few. 

When  we  consider  the  progressive  increase  of 
duties  which  has  taken  place  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Federal  Ciovernment  to  this  time,  we 
most  be  convinced  that  our  manufactures  have, 
by  the  mere  operation  of  laws  intended  prtnci- 
paHy  for  the  raising  a  revenue,  been  fostered  and 
protected  to  a  prodigious  extent.  In  consequence 
thereof,  there  are  many  articles  of  forei^pn  roaau- 
facture  that  are  now  seldom,  if  ever,  imported. 
How  rarely  do  we  hear  of  the  importation  of  the 
manufactures  of  leather,  lead,  pewter,  and  tin ; 
paper,  stationery,  hats,  dbc;  paints,  twine,  man- 
ufactures of  iron,  together  with  the  coarser  fabrics 
of  cotton  1  These,  and  many  others,  may  be  al- 
most considered  as  prohibited.  Where,  then,  is 
the  legislative  encouragement  to  stop  ?  As  we 
advance^  the  point  at  which  it  is  to  terminate  is 


continually  receding  from  us ;  we  fear  we  shafl 
never  reach  it,  till  we  are  barred  by  a  total  pro- 
hibition.- 

To  this  result  we  seem  to  be  adraacing  gradu- 
ally, but  certainly.  When  a  heavy  duty  is  first 
imposed  on  foreign  drticles,  the  manufaetorers 
seeii^  for  a  while,  to  be  contented ;  becai^  the 
encouragement,  thus  given  to  them,  enables  chose 
whose  capitals  are  already  invested,  or  about  to 
be  invested,  in  manufactures,  to  realize  great 
profits.  These  great  profits,  however,  after  a 
timC)  induce  so  much  capital  to  be  vested  in  those 
establishments,  that  a  reduction  in  profiu  mdd- 
rally  takes  place ;  instead  of  contentment,  dioat- 
tsfaction  again  begins  to  show  itself;  they  cry  oat 
that  tbey  want  protection  and  eneouragemeat; 
they  harass  Congress  with  their  importunate  cli- 
mor ;  they  must  have  still  higher  dattes,  or  their 
establishments  will  fall  to  decay.  Thus,  they  re- 
quire restriction  upon  restriction,  until  they  si^- 
ceed  in  destroying  all  competition,  by  prohibit- 
ing the  introduction  of  such  forttgn  goods  is 
might  interfere  with  goods  of  their  own  fabn- 
cation. 

This  seems,  to  your  memorialists,  to  be  the  coone 
of  things,  and  against  the  disastrous  and  ruinoas 
result  of  such  course  we  trust  that  your  body  will 
save  the  nation. 

Your  memorialists  have  every  reason  to  before 
that  the  proposed  tariff,  if  adopted,  will  operate 
oppressively  on  the  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
navigation,  of  the  country ;  that  it  will  diminish  the 
revenue,  lead  to  direct  taxes,  and  introdaoe  a  svv 
tematized  plan  of  smuggling,  the  extent  and  eieet 
of  which  cannot  be  foretold. 

The  oppressive  character  of  this  measure  will 
be  attempted  to  be  shown  bv  a  few  examples. 

The  first  clause  of  the  bill  provides,  that  on  ail 
manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall  be 
a  component  part,  a  duty  of  90  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem shall  be  imposed,  until  the  30th  Joae.  1825, 
and  after  that,  a  duty  of  33§^  percent,  ad  valorem; 
and  it  is  provided,  that  those  wo<^len  goods,  the 
original  cost  of  which,  at  ttie  place  arheace  im- 
ported, with  the  addition  of  10  per  ceac,  shaU  be 
less  than  80  cents  per  square  ytfrd,  shall,  with  such 
addition,  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost  80 
cents  per  square  yard,  and  shall  be  clarged  with 
duty  accordingly. 

At  the  port  of  Richmond,  fcM*  the  year  182^ 
there  were  -imported  nearly  300  bales  of  a  coane 
woollen  cloth,  known  by  the  name  of  napt  cottons. 
This  is  an  article  peculiarly  well  adapted  to  tbe 
clothing  of  our  laborers;  and,  althoi^fa  in  tbe 
farming  counties  the  existing  high  duties  on  eoarse 
woollens  have  driven  the  farmers  to  tbe  domestic 
manufacture  of  negro  clothing,  yet,  in  tohaccc- 
making  districts,  the  purchase  of  napt  coitoas  has 
yet  been  found  more  advantageous  than  faoiilf 
manuiactures*  Each  of  these  bales  of  napt  cot- 
tons contains  twenty  pieces,  and  each  piece  twenty 
yards,  of  the  width  of  twenty-seven  inches.  Ac- 
cording to  actual  invoices,  these  bales,  inclodia^ 
packages  at  the  place  whence  imported,  cost,  oa 
an  average,  twenty-six  pounds,  nine  shillings  ster- 
I  ling  each. 
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Thus  300  btles  tben 
cost    -       .        - 

Charges  which  are 
now  subject  to  doty 
10  per  cent. 


£7,935  00 


793  10 


£6,728  10ff.»$38,793  33 
The  existing  duty,  of  25  per  centum  ad 

valorem,  gives  to  the  Treasury  »  9,698  33 
3uty  now  proposed  will  he  on  300  bales, 
each  containing  400  runninff  yards, 
or  300  square  yards,  is '90,000  square 
yards  which  cost,  with  charges,  about 
32  cents  per  running  yard,  but  are  to 
be  taken  as  having  cost  80  cents  per 
squave  yard,  is  -  ...  .  72,000  00 
V  duty  of  30  per  cent,  gives  to  the 

Treasury^       .....    21,606  00 
I  duty  of  33^  per  cent,  after  June, 

1825 24,000  00 

So  that,  by  the  operation  of  the  proposed  tariff, 
be  tobacco  planters  who  trade  with  Richmond 
vili  be  compelled  to  pay,  upon  this  single  article, 
Q  duties  to  the  Government,  uotil  the  30th  June, 
825,  the  sum  of  $11,901  67;  and  after  that  time, 
he  enormous  sum  of  14,301  dollars  67  cents  more 
ban  they  now  pay ! 
According  to  the  invoices  before,mentioned,  the 
verage  price  of  the  said  article,  with  the  charges, 
oay  ^  set  down  «t  32  cents  the  running  yard,  at 
he  place  whence  imported,  aod  the  duty  thereon 
ibout  eight  cents.  According  to  the  propo»^ 
a  riff  of  30  per  cent«  the  duty  will  be  about  18 
ents,  and  at  33^  will  be  about  20  cents  the  run- 
liog  yard,  that  is  to  say,  instead  of  the  present 
leavy  duty  of  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem,_the  pro- 
ofed bill  will  levy  .upon  the  consumer  of  this  ar- 
Icle  about  55^  per  cent,  in  one  case,  and  62  per 
ent.  in  the  other,  on  the  original  cost  of  the  ar- 
ieie !  What  is  the  effect  7  Add  to  the^  enor- 
10 us  duties  the  unusual  expenses  of  purchasing, 
hipping,  insurance,  freiffht.  mercantile  profit,  dus., 
tc,  and  the  article  n^hien  now  coets  the  consumer 
rom  33  to  55  cents  per  running  yard,  will  proba- 
ly  cost  him  from  50  to  75  eents.  He  cannot  af* 
:>rd  to  pay  it,  he  cannot  purchase  it  from  the  mer- 
bant,  and  the  latter  will  cease  to  import  it. 
It  amounts,  then,  to  a  prohibition.  The  com- 
mercial capital  heretofore  employed  in  the  proeuie- 
lent  of  that  article,  must  be  thrown  oat  of  that 
mployment.  The  importing  merchant  loses  his 
•rofit,  the  sailors  their  wages,  the  ship  owner -his 
reight,  and  the  Government  its  revenue.  But 
be  tobacco  planter  must  still  procure  his  coarse 
roollens;  and  he  has  no  other  resort  but  the  north- 
rn  manufocturer.  The  latter  seib  some  sobstir 
iited  artiele,  (most  probably  of  inferior  value) 
nly  a  little  lower  than  the  iacreased  price  of  the 
oreign  article.  The  differeace  between  the  pres- 
nt  price  of  the  imported  article,  and  the  price 
vbich  the. northern  manu^tnre  will  cost  him,  is 
n  entire  loss  to  the  planter.  Let  us  suppose  that 
his  difference  is  from  15  to  20  cents  the  running 
ard,  (and  it  cannot  possibly  be  less,)  and  the 
ilanter  must  pay  his  tribute  annually  to  the 
lorthern  capitalist,  without  any  eqaiTalent  to  him- 


self, and  with  great  loss  to  the  Gbvemment  And 
here  let  us  pause  for  a  moment,  and  ask  the  reprc* 
sentatives  of  the  people,  for  what  reason  this  tre- 
mendous exaction  is  required  from  the  planter  1 
It  is  declared  that  the  great  object  is  to  foster  and 
encourage  national  industry.  What!  is  not  the 
{planter  a  part  of  the  nation  as  well  as  the  raanu- 
iacturer  ?  And  if  you  plunder  one  part  of  the 
nation  to  enrich  another,  do  you  thereby  encourage 
mtional  industry?  No!  This  is  an  effregions 
abuse  of  terips,  by  which  we  are  to  be  gulled  and 
cheated.  Whatever  may  be  the  object,  the  effect 
of  this  measure  will  be  to  foster  local  industry, 
and  to  give  enormous  profits  to  local  capital.  It 
will  iikipoTerish  the  consumer,  while  it  will  enrich 
the  manufacturer. 

We  do  most  seriously  protest  against  this  strong 
effort  to  compel  the  Southern  planters  to  pay  more 
than  an  Algerine  tribute  to  the  Northern  capi- 
talists. 

A  review  of  many  other  parts  of  the  proposed 
tariff  will  display  objections  to  it  equally  as  for- 
cible as  those  we  have  urged.  Thus,  it  may  be 
proved,  that  the  proposed  duty  on  plaim  wilr  be 
an  advance  on  the  first  cost  of  from  50  to  88  per 
cent,  according  to  the  original  cc^t.    On  cotton . 

foods,  the  minimum  cost  of  which  is  fixed  by  the 
ill  at  35  cents  the  square  yard,  the  duty  will  be 
equally  oppreteive.  Thus,  on  printed  calicoes, 
which  cost  from  4^.  to  7^.  sterling,  the  duty  will 
be  from  40  to  64  per  cent,  on  the  first  eost ;  on 
cotton  shirtings,  cost  price  from  4^(2.  to  9i.  ster- 
ling, it  will  be  from  49  to  70  per  cent.;  on  cotton 
brown  Hollands,  which  cost  id,  it  will  be  72  per 
cent.;  on  cambric  muslins,  which  cost  from  4cf.  to 
I2d,y  it  will  be  from  50  to  95  per  cenL,  and  so  on 
with  many  others. 

Your  memorialists  will  state  one  other  example 
of  the  effect  to  be  expected  from  excessive  duties. 
It  is  proposed  by  the  present  scheme  to  lay  a  duty 
on  wrought  nails  of  five  cents  per  pound.  In  1817 
the  duty  was  three  cents.  At  that  duty  there  was 
imported  into  Richmond,  and  chiefly  in  American 
ships,  123,972  pounds,  giving  to  the  Treasury 
$3,699  16  duty.  The  duty  was  afterwards  raised 
to  four  cents,  and  the  whole  impOrt  of  nails,  during 
the  year  1S22,  into  the  same  port,  as  entered  at  the 
custom-house,  consisted  of 

3,635  pounds  in  American  vessels, 
'     56,960      do      in  foreign         do. 

60,595,  which,  at  4  cents,  is  99,423  80. 

This  statement  shows  that  three  cents  produced 
more  revenue,  by  50  per  cenL,  than  four  cents, 
and  gave  employment  to  our  own  ships.  That 
the  latter  duty  amounted  to  a  prohibition,  or  nearly 
so,  is  evident,  since  the  ships  by  which  they  were 
imported  were  chiefly  chartered  in  Europe,  to 
load  in  Virginia  with  tobacco  and  cotton,  and  the 
nails,  serving  as  ballast,  were  conve^red  free-  of 
freight.  AlUiough  the  present  duty  of  4  ctrnu  is 
so  excessive,  yet  it  is  proposed  by  the  bill  to  lay  an 
additional  duty  of  25  per  cent.  What  can  be 
more  obvious  than  this  that  the  point  to  be  attained 
is  a  total  and  complete  prohibition? 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  the  proposed 
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bill,  if  it  becomes  a  law,-  will  prodace  tbe  follow- 
ing  effects: 

h  That  it  will  greatly  increase  tbe  burdens  of 
tbe  farmer,  tbe.  planter,  and  otber  consamers.  It 
will  compel  them  to  pay  dear  for  tbose  articles  of 
necessity  and  convenience  for  which  they  now 
pay  comparatively  less.  They  wtil  probably  cease 
to  purchase  the  foreign  articles,  but  tbe  home 
manufacturer  will  take  care  that  the  domestic 
article,  substituted  in  its  place,  shall  only  cost  a 
little  less  than  the  foreign.  And,  as  he  will  hare 
a  monopoly  of  the  article,  without  any  foreign 
competition,  his  own  price  will  be  fixed  on  it. 

2.  It  will  injure  tbe  commercial  interest)  be- 
cause, unless  the  merchant  can  meet  with  ready 
sales,  and  make  a  reasonable  profit  on  his  sales,  he 
must  cease  to  import. 

3.  It  will  injure  the  navigation  and  tonnage  oi 
the  country,  for,  as  our  imports  decrease,  so  must 
our  shipping,  our  seamen,  and  our  foreign  trade. 
^  4.  It  will  diminish  the  revenue  from  imposts, 
which  has  heretofore  been  considered  as  the  most 
convenient,  the  least  expensive,  and  the  most  pro- 
ductive way .  of  raising  revenue.  If  this  effect 
necessarily  results,  the  Government  will  be  com- 

.pelled  to  resort  to  direct  taxation,  and  to  excises, 
whose  odious  character  is  so  well  known  as  not 
to  require  any  remarks. 

5.  It  will  inevitably  produce  smuggling,  and  all 
of  Its  train  of  eviis^  and  it  is  certainly  true  that 
there  is  no  country  m  which  this  business  can  be 
carried  on  with  greater  facility  than  along  our 
wide  spread  coast. 

There  is  another  effect  which  your  memorialists 
seriously^  apprehend  will  take  place,  and  which, 
though  it  may  not  immediately  ensue,  yet  will  be 
attended  with  more  extensive  injury  than  all  of 
the  others.  Is  there  no  danger,  that  the  Gk)vern- 
ments  of  Europe,  seeing  the  restrictions  which  we 
impose  on  their  productions,  will,  gradually,  and 
as  It  suits  their  interests,  retaliate  our  measures, 
and  impose  restrictions  or  prohibitions  upon  our 
raw  materials  ?  If  tobacco  is,  indeed,  so  pecu- 
liarly adapted  to  our  climate  and  our  soil,  that  no 
other  country  can  produce  it  so  abundantly  and 
80  cheap,  can  tbe  same  thing  be  said  of  cotton? 
We  apprehend  not.  There  are  many  sections  of 
the  globe,  besides  our  Southern  and  Southwestern 
States,  in  which  cotton  can  be  raised  to  tbe  greatest 
advCtntage,  and  which  will  come  into  competition 
with'  our  ffreat  staple.  Already  it  has  been  an- 
nounced, tbat  the  importations  from  Brazil  into 
the  port  of  Liverpool  have  increased  to  an  alarm- 
ing extent,  notwithstanding  the  disturbed  state  of 
thai  country.  We  know  that  Qreat  Britain  is 
actively  engaged  in  extending'  her  commercial 
relations  with  all  of  South  America,  and,  if  she 
can  find  a  ready  vent  for  all  of  her  cotton  goods 
in  that  extensive  region,  is  it  not  to  be  expected 
that  she  will  hold  forth  every  possible  inducement 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  raw  material  in  that  coon- 
try?  Will  she  not,  as  the  supply  increases,  either 
impose  heavy  duties  (now  very  light)  on  our  cot- 
tons, or  restrictions  of  some  other  description, 
that  shall  operate  against  us,  while  it  favors  the 
cottons  of  other  countries'?    It  has  beeof  asserted  I 


that  the  cultivation  of  cotton  has  been  commeneed, 
with  great  success,  on  the  fertile  banks  of  the 
Nile.  Egypt  would  be  a  most  dangerous  eom- 
petitor,  if  she  seriously  turns  her  attenlion  to  this 
object. 

If,  then,  there  is  danger  that  Europe  can  be 
supplied  with  this  great  staple,  roost  abundajidy, 
from  other  countries,  is  it  not  madaess  for  oor 
Congress  to  adopt  a  system  of  restrietioft  oo  cotton 
goods,  which  will  have  the  destracttve  ani  mia- 
ous effect  of  inducing  Europe  to  rejeec  oor  sopplks, 
and  i.0  get  them  elsewhere?  Will  Congress  tbas 
tamper  with  the  very  e^tistence  of  oor  eotioa- 
growing  States?  Will  they  not  pause  before tky 
resort  to  a  rash  experiment  which  may  bring  nua 
on  the  South,  and  shake  our  Confedention  to  tk 
centre? 

Perhaps  it  may  be  considered  as  ialmaive  ia 
your  memorialists  to  speak  of  these  efieets  opoa 
oor  cotton-growing  Slates,  and  thac  it  should  be 
left  to  tbe  wisdom  and  sagacity  of  those  peofk 
to  speak  their  own  coniplaints  to  theGUivernmeaL 
It  is  true,  that  in  Virginia  rery  little  of  that  arti- 
cle is  produced,  when  compared  -with  tbat  of  ov 
Soothern  neighbors ;  and  it  is  also  tme,  th«t  they 
are  able  to  state  their  own  grievances,  and  ve 
have  no  doubt  they  will  do  so.  Bot  we  will  ber 
leave  to  say,  that  the  commercial  and  agrieolraiaJ 
interestsof  Virginia  are  most  intimately  ooaaecled 
with  those  of  the  Southern  and  Soatbwerten 
States.  Wha  tever  a  ffitcts  their  prosperity,  is  most 
s^sibly  felt  by  us.  Let  them  be  brooghi  to  rnia, 
and  our  bankruptcy  is  not  far  distant. 

What  is  tbe  great  and  ^neral  beneficial  cfec 
which  the  manufacturer  insists  ^U  be  prodaeed 
by  these  restrictive  measures  7-  It  has  been  said, 
that  the  protection  of  our  manufactares,  Ij  pro- 
tective duties,  wilt  render  as  inclependent  of  for- 
eign nations.  In  common  with  oor  fettov-citi- 
zens  throughout  the  United  States,  we  eberishoor 
political  independence,  and  prize  the  right  of  self- 
governmei^t,  as  the  greatest  and  highest  earthly 
boon,  bestowed  upon  as  by  the  bonnty  of  Provi- 
dence. But,  an  entire  commercial  indepemfesoe 
we  consider  as  neither  practicable  nor  desirahJe. 
Is  it  no(  obvious,  that  the  varioos  soib  and  eii' 
mates  of  the  globe  are  adapted  to  the  growth  of 
various  products,  and  that  it  is  more  beMcial  for 
a  country  to  exchange  with  others  its  TanoiK 
productions,  than  to  attempt  to  raise  all  of  theoi 
Itself  ?  For  what  purpose  did  the  Grreat  Aothor  of 
nature  provide  the  great '  highway  of  nations,  bat 
to  enable  men  reciprocally  to  exchange  their  pro- 
ducts, and  to  hold  communion  with  eaeh  other 
with  facility? 

It  is  obvious  to  us,  that  the  independence  oa 
foreign  nations,  of  which  the  manofactoran  speak 
so  muchf  is  a  misnomer.  When  rightly  under- 
stood, it  means  a  dq)endmee  on  themaelyesL 

It  has  also  been  said,  that  the  establishment  of 
manufactures  will  open  a  more  extensive  home 
market  for  our  breadstuffis  and  provisions.  It  may 
be  true,  that  the  withdrawing  a  number  of  labor- 
ers from  agrionlmre,  and  placing  them  in  mann- 
factories,  may  diminish,  to  a  limited  extent,  the 
produettons  of  the  farmer ;  and  thoogh  this  nay 
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«  beneficiml  to  that  class,  ia  the  immediate  Ti- 
iuity  of  such  establishments,  its  benefits  can 
tever  extend  to  remoter  quarters ;  and,  in  the  con- 
umption  of  the  raw  material,  it  cannot  exceed 
ine- tenth  of  the  quantity  grown.  A  market  such 
3  this,  the  agriculturists  do  not  ask  for,  the  plan- 
er rejects  it,  and  neither  are  willing^  to  accept  it 
s  a  boon  from  the  manufacturers,  for  the.  great 
acrifice  they  are  called  on  to  make,  and  the  bur- 
lens  it  is  likely  to  produce  hereafter;  they  have 
0  pay  a  most  exorbitant  price  for  it,  independent 
»f  the  hazard  of  being  forever  excluded  from  much 
letter  and  more  extensive  markets,  which  we  now 
nioy  at  much  less  expense. 

Your  memor^lists  cannot  but  'regret,  that,  at 
his  day,  wh^  the  wisest  statesmen  in  England 
ire  regretting  the  pernicious  effects  of  their  pro- 
libitory  laws,  and  deploring  the  difficulties  which 
;xist  against  .their  removal,  our  politicians  should 
loxiously  wish  to  introduce  that  restrictive  sys- 
em  into  our  code,  the  whole  effects  of  which  no 
nan  can  foresee,  and  whose  intricacy  the  greatest 
iagacity  cannot  unfold. 

Your  memorialists  beff  leave  farther  to  say,  that 
be  restrictions  which  have  heretofore  been  im- 
posed on  the  commerce  of  the  country,  have  a!-* 
ivays  been  imposed  for  great  national  purposes. 
The  embargo  and  non-intercourse  laws,  in  all 
heir  various  modifications,  were  intended  to  re- 
ft J  iate  upon  foreign  nations  their  own  injustice, 
ir  to  defend  us  from  hostility.  Their  object  way, 
0  compel  other  countries  to  do  us  justice;  but 
be  present  scheme  has  no  such  object.  At  a  time 
>f  most  profound  peace,  we  are  called  upon  to 
ihackle  our  commerce,  to  divert  our  capital  from 
i^ricultore  and  from  commerce,  for  the  purpose 
)t  increasing  the  profits  of  the  manufacturing  cap- 
talist.  A  deadly  blow  is  aimed  at  one  part  of 
he  community,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  benefiting 
mother  part  ofthe  same  community. 

Your  meraorialiftts,  therefore,  most  earnestly 
equest,  that  your  honorable  body  will,  in  your 
pvisdom,  think  it  proper  to  ward  off  this  evil  from 
IS,  by  rejecting  the  bill,  promptly  and  decis- 
vely. 

ROBERT  POLLARD, 

Choimi/oiUm 

Bernard  Petton,  Seeretarf. 


MEMORIAL 


[>/  a  C^mmiUee  appoinUi  <U  a  pMie  meding  o/ihe 
citizma  of  New  York  to  takt  imto  eomidereUion  the 
iUwUion  0/  tk4  Greeks.— Deember  29, 1823. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  CoDgress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  committee  appointed  at  a 
Qumerous  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  .citizens 
of  New  York,  assembled  to  take  into  consideration 
the  situation  of  the  Qreeks,  respectfully  showeth: 

that  the  citizens  whom  the^  represent,  have, 
in  common  with  their  fellow-citizena  thioaghoat 
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the  United  States,  witnessed,  with  lively  sensi- 
bility, the  heroic  efforts  of  the  Greeks,  to  rescue 
themselves  from  Turkish  bondage.  It  appeared 
to  them  that  the  Greek  cause  was  not  only  enti- 
tled to  the  good  wishes  of  this  country,  but^  as  far 
as  might  m  done,  consistently  with  tiie  views  of 
Government,  to  every  possible  assistance.  In  the 
opinion  of  tbe  meeting,  the  independence  of  the 
Greek  nation  was  a  subject  of  the  highest  concern 
to  the  interests  of  the  human  race,  and  recom- 
mended itself  to  the  approbation  of  every  civilized 
people,  by  the  most  powerful  considerations  that 
could  possibly  be  addressed,  either  to  the  judgment, 
or  to  the  sympathy  of  mankind. 

Your  memorialists  have  accordingly  been  in- 
structed to  apply  to  Congress,  with  the  request 
that  the  independence  of  tbe  Greek  nation*  might 
be'recognised  by  the  Government  of  this  country. 
Ifi  undertaking  to  comply  with  this  instruction, 
the  committee  conceive  that  they  wiH  have  dis- 
charged their  trust,  when  they  make  known  to 
Congress  the  anxious  desire  of  the  citizens  of 
New  York,  either  that  the  independence  of  the 
Greeks  may  be  speedily  and  formally  recognised, 
or  such  steps  preparatory  thereto  taxenj  as  may, 
in  the  opinion  of  (government,  be  consistent  with 
its  interests,  its  {tolicy",  and  its  honor.  The  suitable 
time  for  the  exercise  of  such  a  prerogative  of  the 
Government,  must  always  rest  in  its  sound  discre- 
tion, and  your  memorialists  repose  with  entire 
confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  the  appMcation  of 
that  discretion.  They  would,  however,  respect^ 
fully  suggest,  that)  in  the  opinion  of  their  fellow- 
citizens,  as  far  as  they  have  hitherto  thought 
proper  to  declare  it,  the  Greeks  have  proved  them- 
selves competent  to  maintain  their  independence, 
and  that,  by  their  uuion,  their  political  system, 
their  organization,  their  strength,  their  successes, 
their  intelligence,  and  their  determined  spirit,  they 
have  sufficiently  vindicated  their  title  to  assume 
a  separate  and  equal  station  among  the  nations  of 
the  world. 

How  far  the  case  of  the  South  American  Gov- 
ernments, whose  national  existence  was  admitted 
by  the  United  States  some  time  since,  noay  be 
deemed  analogous,  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the 
superior  judgment  of  those  to  whom  this  applica- 
tion is  addr^sed.  It  has,  however,  been  supposed, 
that -there  are  peculiar  circumstances  connected 
with  the  cause  of  the  Greeks,  which  ought  to 
awaken  the  most  active  concern  for  their  weltare, 
and  which  require  the  application  of  every  just  * 
precedent  in  support  of  their  independence. 

Your  memorialists  would  deem  it  improper,  on 
this  occasion,  to  enlarge  on  this  subject,  or  to  do 
more  than  merely  allude  to  the  consideration  of 
the  barbarous  dominion  of  the  Turks,  equally  fatal 
to  liberty,  learning  and  taste,  and  under  which 
the  Greeks  have  Men  most  cruelly  oppressed  for 
ages — to  the  spirit  of  the  Mahometan  superstition, 
presenting  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  the  pro- 
gressof  civilization — ^to  the  ingenious,  enterprising, 
free,  and  commercial  character  of  the  Greeks — ^to 
their  language,  their  literature,  their  religion,  and 
their  eventfiU  history,  exciting  the  deepest  interest 
.in  their  favor,  and  endearing  them  to  the  Chria^ 


3107 


APPENDIX. 


3108 


Independence  of  ike  Greeke. 


tian  world  by  recollections  of  their  ptst  sufferings, 

and  of  their  ancient  glory. 
And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  6lc. 
Marinus  WiUett,     Samuel  Boyd, 
.   Jno.  P.  Romeyn,      S.  Jones, 
Henry  D.  Sewall,    M.  Clarkson, 
Felix  Pascalis,         Isaac  Lawrence, 
Hiram  Ketchum,    Stephen  AUe^, 
•    Cadw.  D.  Golden,  J.  Morton, 
J.  R.  Hurd,  Alex.  McLeod, 

Geo.  Demarest,        J.  G.  Swift, 
Jon.  Goodhue,         Wm.  Johnson, 
NathU  F.  Moore,     R.  Sedgwick, 
Jno.  Trumbull,        John  G.  Coster, 
Philip  Hone,         ^  Charles  King, 
^  Wm.  Bayard^  Robert  McQueen, 

James  Kent,  Jos.  O.  Hoffman, 

Richard  Varick,      Thomas  H.  Merry, 
Lynde  Catlin,  Wm.  Paulding,  Jr., 

Henry  Rutgers,        Wm.  Johnson, 
Henry  Wheaton,     Russell  H.  Nevins. 
John  ^intard. 


MEMORIAL 

Of  the  inJuibitante  of  Boeton,  an  the  sutfject  of  the 
Greeke.'^anwiry  5,  1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  uadersigned,  a  committee  appointed  for 
this  purpose  by  a  lar|;e  number  of  the  citizens  of 
Boston  and  its  vicinity,  convened  by  public  noti- 
fication on  the  19th  instant,  beg  leave  most  respect- 
fully to  represent : 

That  they  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  political 
situation  of  the  people  of  Greece ;  and  rejoice  in 
the  information  recently  communicated  by  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States,  ^*  that  there 
is  good  reason  to  believe  Greece  will  become  again 
an  independent  nation." 

That  the  contest  of  an  oppressed  and  enslaved 
people  for  the  invaluable  blessings  of  self-govern- 
ment, and  of  a  Christian  people  for  the  cDJoyment 
of  religious  liberty,  has  a  claim  to  the  best  wishes 
of  this  nation  for  its«yentual  success,  and  to  what- 
ever aid  and  encouragement,  consistently  with  the 
primary  duty  of  self-preservation,  it  may  have  the 
ability  to  anord. 

No  one  who  has  duly  reflected  upon  the  conse- 
quences which  have  resulted  from  oor  own  suc- 
cessful struggle  in  the  cause  of  civil  liberty,  not 
as  respects  the  interests  of  our  nation  only,  but  as  it 
has  affected  also  thevondition  of  the  whole  civilized 
world,  can  hesitate  to  admit  that  the  question  of 
€he«rection  of  a  new  independent  Christian  State, 
is  the  most  momentous  that  can  occur  in  the  pro- 
gress of  human  affiiirs ;  and  especially  deserving 
the  attention  of  the  representatives  of  a  free 
people. 

Uenturies,  whose  annals  are  filled  with  the  com- 
mon succession  of  wars  and  conquests,  may  pass 
away,  without  being  attended  with  any  important 
result  to  the  great  cause  of  civilization  and  hu- 
manity ;  but,  the  emancipation  from  a  barbarous 
despotism  of  a  gallant  and  enterprising  and  intcL* 


ligeat  people,  must  be  followed  by  the  most  propi- 
tioiw  consequences,  and  cannot  fail  to  add  to  the 
security  of  all  free  governments.,-by  increasing  the 
number  of  those  who  are  devoted  to  their  eommoa 
defence. 

The  ej^termination  of  the  Turkish  deapotism  on 
the  coasts  and  islands  of  the  Mediterranean  sa, 
has  justly  been  regarded  as  a  more  worthy  object 
of  concert  and  -coalition  among  civilized  Powers^ 
than  any  which  ever  engaged  their  united  atten- 
tion. The  existence  of  that  d^potism  has  re- 
duced to  a  state  of  desolation  several  of  the  oust 
fertile  countries  on  the  globe,  and  annihilated  the 
commerce  that  might  otherwise  have  been  maia- 
tained.  It  has  b^n  attended  with  the  grossed 
insults  and  outra^  on  the  dignity  of  States,  aad 
the  liberty  of  their  citizens.  The  maiotaining  of 
a  powerful  marine  force,  expensive  consolar  es- 
tablishments, disgraceful  tribute,  slavery  and  war, 
have  successively  been  among  the  evils  to  whick 
this  lawless  domination  has  subjected  the  civilized 
world,  and  from  which  our  own  country  has  aoi 
been  exempted. 

It  is,  then,  quite  obvious  that  the  ereetioB  of  a 
new  and  free  State,  in  the  Mediterranean,  pos- 
sessing not  only  the  coasts  of  Southern  Greeee, 
but  the  islands,  particularly  of  Candta  and  Cypror, 
would  form  a  powerful  check  upon  the  barbaroos 
dependencies  of  the  Porte  in  those  seas,  and  fire 
facility  to  that  commercial  enterprise  which  bow 
finds  its  way  only  to  one  port  of  European  or  Ast- 
atic Turkey. 

Your  memorialists  would  not  presume  to  make 
any  suggestion  as  to  the  course  which  it  may  be- 
come the  American  Government  to  pursue,  at  dtis 
interesting  crisis.    They  feel,  in  comaDon  with 
their  fellow-citizens,  generally,  the  just  weight 
and  obligation  of  that  policy  which  hitheno  has 
prohibits  an  interference  with  the  internal  con- 
cerns of  any  of  the  Powers  of  Europe,  and  eon- 
tent  themselves,  therefore,  with  ezpiessiBg  their 
assurance,  that^  if  the  peculiar  and  unpreenleBied 
condition  of  the  Greeks,  should,  in  the  opiaiofi  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  Staiesy£MiD  a  case 
of  exception  to  that  rule  of  policy,  the  iseesores 
which  may  be  adopted  shall  receive  their  cordiai 
support. 

But,  your  memorialists,  at  any  rate,  cannot  re* 
frain  from  the  expression  of  their  earnest  wiah 
that  the  indignation  and  abhorrence  which  they 
are  satisfied  is  universal  throughout  the  United 
Slates,  at  the  mode  in  which  the  Tarktah  Gov- 
ernment is  carrying  on  the  war  against  Greeee, 
should  be  distinctly  avowed  in  the  face  of  the 
world,  and  that  other  civilized  and  Chrtatian  aa- 
tions  should  be  invited  to' joiig  in  a  soleoiB  re- 
monstrance^ against  such  barbarous  and  iahumaa 
depravity. 

The  sale  of  forty  thousand  Chrbtian  womea 
and  children,  (after  the  massacre  of  their  hus- 
bands and  fathers)  in  open  market,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  Christian  Europe,  and  without  one  word 
of  remonstrance  from  the  surrounding  natioBs«  is 
a  circumstance  discreditable  to  the  age  in  which 
we  live.  If  older  and  nearer  nations  are  sileat 
on  such  a  subject,  there  is  tke  grealer  ttmom^  and 
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the  more  honor,  in  giving  utterance  to  the  feel- 
ings which  are  excited  on  this  side  the  Atlantic, 
and  of  endeavoring  to  obtain  the  interference  and 
combining  the  sentiment  of  all  civilized  nations, 
to  put  an  end  to  such  horrible  scenes. 

The  just  indignation  of  the  world  has  recently 
been  manifested  by  a  simultaneous  effort  to  hum- 
ble and  restrain  the  Barbary  Powers.  Every  year 
has  witnessed  some  new  exertion  among  Chris- 
tian nations,  to  abolish  the  horrible  traffic  in  Af- 
rican slaves ;  an  amelioration  of  the  ancient  laws- 
of  war. with  regard  to  private  property,  has  re- 
cently been  propounded  as  a  subject  worthy  the 
consideration  or  the  natipn^ :  and  yet;  no  remon- 
strance has  been  made  in  behalf  of  Christian  bro- 
therhood and  suffering  humanity. 

Your  memorialists  do,  therefore,  most  earnestly 
commend  to  the  constitutional  representatives  of 
the  American  people,  an  attentive  consideration 
of  the  aforegoing  interesting  and  important  sub- 
jects. 

AH  which'  is  most  respectfully  submitted,  dbc. 

Thomas  L.  Winthrop,    Henry  Orne, 
George  Blake,  S.  Adams  Wells, 


H.  A.  S.  Dearborn, 
Samuel  F.  Jarvis, 
James  T.  Austin, 
Samuel  D.  Harris. 


Edward  Everett, 
John  C.  Warren, 
Warren  Dutton. 


J^EMORIAL 

0/  the  Mewbere  of  the  Hpute  of  RqoresentaUvee  and 
Farmere  of  Peniuylvania^  paying  a  modification  of 
the  Ta/riff^-^am/ofry  5,  1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  Congreas  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  farmers,  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  respectfully  sboweth: 

That  your  memorialists,  wholly  cultivators  of 
the  soil,  and  not  oCherwiae  concerned  in  manufao- 
tures  than  in  their  o^n  families,  are  firmly  per- 
suaded that  the  solid  interests  of  the  nation  re- 
quire that  an  efficient  protection  be  afforded  to 
the  manufacturing  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens 
who,  with  few  exceptions,  have  been  greatly  de- 
pressed ever  since  the  return  of  peace. 

The  depression  of  manufactures  has  had  the 
effect  to  injure  agriculture  in  a  two-fold  point  of 
view ; 

1st.  From  the  close  of  the  late  war,  it  has 
driven  thousands  of  manufacturers  and  artisans, 
natives  as  well  tfs  emigrants,  to  agriculture:  thus 
depriving  the  farmers  of  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  domestic  market  for  the  necessaries  of  lif<9, 
"which  those  classes  afibrd ;  and,  moreover,  con- 
▼ertinff  customers  into  rivab,  by  the  surplus  pro- 
duce, oeyond  their  own  consumption,  created  by 
those  persons  thus  deprived  of  employment  at  their 
usual  occupations,  and  compelled  to  resort,  for 
support,  to  the  cultivation  pf  the  soil;  thereby  per- 
Aicioualy  iuqreasing  that  glut  ia  foreign  markets, 


to  which  may  be  fairly  traced  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  complicated  distresses  experienced  by  the 
farming  interest,  in  the  Middle  States,  in  past 
years,  particularly  in  1820  and  1821. 

2dly.  The  want  of  sufficient  protection  of 
manufactures  greatly  impairs  the  market  for  raw 
materials,  hemp,  flax,  iron,  hides,  skins,  dbc,  for 
which,  at  present,  the  demand  is  languid,  and,  in 
many  cas<Ki,  the  price  hardly  adequate  to  the  re- 
muneration of  the  producer. 

The  idea  which,  in  common  with  the  majority 
of  our  agricultural  brethren,  we  long  entertaineo, 
of  the  advantages  resulting  from  purchasing  goods 
abroad,  because  they  can  be  hau  cheaper  than  at 
home,  nas  been  proved,  by  experience,  to  be  ruin- 
ously fallacious.  The  saving,  supposing  a  saving 
really  to  Ue  made,  of  a  few  dollars,  in  the  expense 
on  clothing  and  other  manufactured  articles,  is 
but  a  poor  compensation  for  the  great  diminution 
of  the  domestic  market  for  raw  materials,  and  for 
the  loss  of  a  quarter,  or  half  a  dollar,  in  the  price 
of  a  bushel  of  wheat,,  and  in  that  proportion,  in 
other  agricultural  productions;  which  diminution 
and  loss  are  necessary  results  of  that  policy,  which 
so  essentially  and  inevitably  impairs  the  domestic 
market  for  ^hose  productions.  But  experiencei 
which  is  an  incomparably  safer  guide  than  theory, 
abundantly  proves  that  even  the  poor  saving 
which  has  been  so  speciously  held  out,  to  induce 
the  agriculturists  to  oppose  any  further  protection 
of  manufactures,  has  no  existence.  Of  this  posi- 
tion, the  event  of  the  high  duties  imposed  on 
coarse  cotton  goods,  removes  all  possibility  of 
doubt:  as  the  American  markets  have  been  stead- 
ily supplied,  for  years,  with  those  articles,  very 
far  superior  to  the  imported,  and  at  a  much  lower 
rate  than  we  formerly  had  to  pay  for  the  worth- 
less foreign  article,  for  which  they  are  a  substi- 
tute. 

It,  therefore,  clearly  appears  that  high  duties, 
in  this  instance,  so  far  from  proving  injurious 
to  the  agricultural  interest,  have  conferred  on  it  a 
solid  and  substantial  benefit:  thus  proving  the 
utter  fallacy  of  dogmas,  hitherto  received  by  the 
mass  of  our  citizens  with  the  most  implicit  confi- 
dence. And  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  same  results  would  follow  the  adoption  of  a 
similar  course  of  proceeding  in  the  case  of  wool- 
len, iron,  and  other  manufactures.  If  it  were  ne- 
cessary to  adduce  foreign  facts  and  experience,  to 
prove  this  effect  of  domestic  competition,  both 
would  be  amply  found  in  the  case  of  Great 
Britain,  which  excludes,  by  duties  nearly  tanta- 
mount to  prohibitions,  almost  all  foreig^n  manu- 
factures, and  i&  yet  enabled  to  undersell,  in  manu- 
factured goods,  in  their  own  markets,  those  na- 
tions which  do  not  protect  the  industry  of  their 
people  by  adequate  duties. 

Whatever  plausible  arguments  might  be  found 
for  the  refusal  to  afford  adequate  protection  to 
manufactures,  during  the  wars  of  the  French 
Revolution,  when  we  had  abundant  markets  for 
all  our  agricultural  productions,  are  totally  inap- 
plicable to  our  present  situation,  in  consequence 
of  the  exclusion  of  our  breadstuflb  from  nearly 
all  the  ports  in  Europe,  imless  when  the  failure  iX, 
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erops  produces  a  danger  o£  famine.  Thus,  those 
ttaUons,  from  which  we  receive  such  immense 
amounts  of  manufactured  articles,  refuse  to  re- 
ceive the  chief,  indeed  almost  the  onlv  important 
Sroductions,  with  which  nature  enables  the  in- 
abitants  of  the  Middle  States  to  pay  for  them. 
We  might,  therefore,  as  we  have  done  in  the  case 
of  our  tonnage,  without  impropriety,  reciprocate 
prohibition  by  prohibition,  cut  this  is  not  called 
for.  Such  an  increase  of  duty  as  would  prevent 
our  manufacturers  from  being  overwhelmed  in 
our  own  markets  by  their  foreign  rivals,  would  be 
sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

The  pernicious  effect  of  the  above  exclusion  is 
palpable,  from  the  reduction  in  the  amount  and 
value  of  the  flour  exported  from  the  United  States 
lately,  as  follows: 

Bsrrelfl.  Dollars. 

Average  of  1811, 12, 13  1,383,149  13,980,000 
1816, 17,  18  1,121,982  12,346.764 
1821, 22, 23  879,743  4,819,506 
Thus,  it  incontestably  appears,  that  the  fortunes 
and  prosperity  of  those  of  your  fellow-citizens  en- 
gaged in  the  first  and  most  important  of  all  hu- 
man pursuits,  the  raising  of  ffrain,  and  other  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  are  held  by  the  precarious  tenure 
of  the  seasons  in  Europe.  If  they  are  adverse, 
farming  may  be  prosperous  in  the  United  States ; 
but,  if  otherwise,  our  hopes  of  a  fair  remuneration 
for  our  labors  are  blighted  and  withered.  This 
servile  dependence  on  the  state  of  the  European 
markets  is,  we  respectfully  submit,  unworthy  of  an 
enlightened  age  and'  an  independent  nation,  blest 
with  such  transcendent  advantages  as  Heaven  has 
lavished  on  the  United  States.  Such  a  state  of 
things  is  destructive  of  the  vital  interests  of  above 
two-fifths  of  the  white  population  of  the  Union, 
depending  chiefly  on  farming  $  and,  on  every  prin- 
ciple of  justice,  calls  loudly  on  the  national  repre- 
sentatives for  a  prompt  and  decisive  remedy. 

The  protection  of  that  important  portion  of  in- 
dustry employed  in  manufactures,  at  all  times  a 
sound  and  necessary  policy,  and  supported  by  the 
opinions  of  the  wisest  statesmen,  and  the  example 
01  the  most  prosperous  nations,  has  become,  at  pre- 
sent, an  imperious  duty,  the  foreign  demand  for 
our  staples  having,  as  above  stated,  considerably 
decreased — the  quantitjr  about  one-third,  and  the 
amount  nearly  two-thirds,  since  1811,  notwith- 
standing the  increase  of  our  population  in  the  in- 
tervenioff  period.  Whereas,  our  demands  for  man- 
vikctured  goods  must  increase  with  our  increasing 
population.  We,  in  consequence,  buy  more  from 
than  we  sell  to  foreiffn  nations ;  and  this  with  na- 
tions is  unerringly  the  road  to  ruin,  as  it  is  with 
respect  to  individuals. 

Were  there  any  doubt  on  the  important  subject 
thus  respectfully  presented  to  your  view,  it  would 
be  removed  by  a  comparison  of  any  two  tracts  of 
our  country,  in  one  of  which  manufactures  are 
carried  on  extensively,  and  in  the  other,  affricultu- 
ral  pursuits  chiefly,  or  wholly,  particularly  when 
remote  from  the  advantages  of  seaport  towns,  as 
is  the  case  with  one-half  of  our  territories.  In  the 
one,  agriculture  and  horticulture,  certain  of  steady 
aiid  increasing  markets,  are  carried  on  with  lira 


and  spirit — Elands  are  rising  in  price — every  tbbg 
flourishes — and,  what  is  of  incalculable  importaaoe 
to  the  farmers,  their  females  and  children  find  valii- 
able  employment  in  and  from  the  factories,  for 
fragments  of  time  which  would  otherwise  be 
wholly  lost.  Habits  of  industry  are  thus  acquired 
and  rewarded,  and  public  and  private  pro^erfty 
promoted.  Whereas,  in  parts  or  the  country  des- 
titute of  manufacturing  establishments,  cirenlitiaa 
is  either  arrested,  or  moves  with  a  sio^ish  ptee— 
money  is  rare,  and  difficult  to  be  procared ;  tkoe 
are  no  markets  for  horticultural  articles ;  lands  are 
of  little  comparative  value ;  rn  a  word,  every  thing 
languishes.  .To  exemplify  this  position,  and  to 
place  it  beyond  the  power  of  contradiction,  it  is 
sufficient  to  refer  to  the  neighborhood  of  Provi- 
dence and  Wilmington,  on  the  one  hand;  and 
numerous  districts  in  the  interior  of  Peniis3rl  vania, 
and  in  the  fertile  districts  of  Kentucky  nod  Ten- 
nessee, on  the  other.  The  difference  of  toil,  and 
some  other  natural  advantages,  is  greatly  in  fiivor 
of  the  latter.  But  the  contrast  in  prosperity  is 
immensely  in  favor  of  the  former ;  and  the  infer- 
ence, in  support  of  the  system  we  advocate,  irre- 
sistible. 

We,  therefore,  respectfully  request  you  will  adopt 
such  a  modification  of  the  existing  tariff^  as  may 
afford  complete  protection  to  the  manafactafes  of 
our  common  country. 

[Signed  by  Jonathan  Roberts,  and  nnoKioas 
others.] 

December  15, 1823. 


MEMORIAL 


O/Uie  Chamber  of  Commerce  qfthe  CUy  ef  PhSadd' 
fhia^  praying  for  a  general  system  c/baiUnipfey. — 
January  5,  1824. 


To  the  Senate  and  Hoase  of  Repreaeotativca  of  tks 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  Philadelphia  Ckunher  of 
Commerce  respectfoUy  showeth : 

That  the  attention  of  your  memorialists  lias 
been  once  more  excited,  in  relatioa  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  system  of  bankrupt  laws,  tfarongb- 
out  the  United  States,  by  observing  that  the  sub- 
ject has  been  again  brought  forward  for  legislatiTe 
consideration.    From  the  strongest  imfpressions  of 
the  importance  of  this  subject,  your  memorialists 
are  led  to  reiterate  the  sentiments  which  they  have 
heretofore  expressed  concerning  it,  and  respect- 
fully to  submit  them  to  the  present  Congress. 

The  experience  of  your  memorialists  has  added 
strength  to  the  conviction,  that,  not  only  thecom* 
mercial,  but  the  common  and  general  interesta  of 
the  country  would  be  promot^  by  the  establish- 
ment of  a  unifiorm  system  of  bankrupt  law.  In 
the  very  nature  of  things,  much  of  the  husiness  of 
the  country  is,  and  must  be,  transacted  upon  cred- 
it ;  and  the  consequence  is,  that,  throifgh  advene 
fortune,  bad  management,  or  some  untoward 
cause,  failures  in  business  are  constantlr  oeem^ 
ring.    As  the  laws  now  stand,  the  complete  asd 
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absolute  disposal  of  their  property  rests  with  the 
debtors,  and  they  designate  the  trustees,  distribute 
the  fands,  and  coerce  their  creditors  to  a  release, 
in  such  manner  and  upon  such  terms  as  they  think 
proper  to  impose.  It  is  easy  to  perceive  that,  where 
fiuch  is  the  law,  there  can  be  but  little  hope 
from  the  voluntary  and  partial  assignments  which 
are  made,  (hat  tne  creditor  will  obtain  his  just 
proportion  of  the  insolvent's  effects ;  and)  indeed, 
m  cases  of  commercial  failure,  it  is  now  scareelv 
a  matter  of  expectation  that  any  dividend  will 
be  made  among  the  ffenera)  creditors. 

It  is  both  seen  ana  felt  that,  so  far  as  regards 
the  interests  of  creditors,  such  a  change  of  the  law 
as  shall  produce  the  certain  and  equal  distribution 
of  the  debtor's  estate,  among  all  his  creditors,  is 
sincerely  to  be  desired. 

On  the  part  of  the  honest  and  unfortunate  debt- 
or, this  change  is  equally  desirable.  Such  debtors 
experience  the  greatest  difficulty  in  obtaining  that 
release  which  a  fair  surrender  of  property  should 
effect ;  and  are  often  compelled  to  resort  to  the 
insolvent  laws  for  a  mere  protection  of  the  person, 
and  are  at  last  placed  in  a  situation  in  which 
there  is  almost  a  prohibition  of  all  future  efforts. 
By  the  prevailing  system,  they  have  less  favor 
and  protection,  or,  at  least,  practically,  they  ex- 

Serience  less,  than  the  fraudulent  bankrupt,  who 
oldly  imposes  his  own  terms,  and  compels  his 
creditors  to  submit  to  them. 

Your  memorialists  may  be  suffered  to  remark, 
that  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  for  a  law 
on  this  subject,  plainly  manifests  that  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  national  concern  ;  and  seems  to  call  loudly 
for  the  exercise  of  the  legislative  functions  in  re- 
lation to  it.  It  would  seem  that  the  States  are 
indisposed  to  exercise  the  power  which  remains 
in  them,  individually,  because  the  power  maj  be 
exercised  by  Congress.-    The  experience  or  all 

garts  of  the  country  appear  to  proclaim  the  insuf- 
cienty  of  the  sj^stems  of  insolvent  law  which 
prevail  under  difierent  forms  in  the  Union,' many 
of  which  are  only  endured  until  a  better  system 
can  be  brought  into  action ;  and  the  sentiment, 
that  a  national  bankrupt  system  is  required  by  the 
interests  of  commerce  and  general  busineto,  is 
very  extensively  prevalent. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  your  memorialists  to 
enter  particularly-into  the  discussion  of  a  subject 
which  has  been  so  frequently  and  fully  investiga- 
ted ;  but  they  have  thoosht  that  the  interests  which 
they  represent  demand  that  they  should  again 
submit  their  sentiments  to  Congress,  and  unite 
their  voice  to  that  of  those  of  their  fellow-citizens 
who  are  soliciting  the'  enactment  of  a  national 
bankrupt  law.  They  therefore  respectfully  re- 
quest that  Congress  will  take  this  subject  info  its 
early  consideration,  and  adopt  such  measures  as 
may  lead  to  the  establishement  of  a  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States. 

By  order : 

ROBERT  RALSTON, 
PrendstU  ofthe  Phiiadelphia 

bhamber  of  CmffOroi, 
Philao£lpbia,  Jamuury  1, 1824. 


MEMORIAL 

0/  Samud  Slater  and  others,  a  committee  appointed 
by  the  manufacturers  of  cotton,  and  others  interested 
in  the  mfimufacture  of  (hat  article,  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  f  c. — January  6, 1824.       < 

^o  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  sasosibied: 

The  memorial  of  the  Undersigned  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  they  being  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  and  acting  for,  the  manufacturers  of 
cotton,  and  others  interested  in  the  manufacture 
of  that  article,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
humbly  ahoweth : 

That,' by  the  fourth  cla'use  of  the  first  section  of 
the  act  of  April  27,  1816,  entitled  <'An  act  to  regu- 
late the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  it  was 
provided,  that  a  dutv  of  twenty-five  per  centum, 
ad  valorem,  should  be  levied,,  collected,  and  paid, 
on  imported  woollen  manufactures  of  all  descrip- 
tions, or  of  which  wool  was  the  material  of  chief 
value,  excepting  blankets,  woollen  rugs,  and  wor- 
sted or  stuff  goods ;  on  imported  cotton  manufac- 
tures of  all  descriptions,  or  of  which  cotton  is  the 
material  pf  chief  value ;  and  on  imported  cotton 
twist,  yarn^  or  thread,  to  take  effect  on  the  30th  of 
June,  then  next,  and  continue  till  the  30th  of  June, 
1810 ;  and  after  the  said  30th  of  June,  1819,  an  ad 
valorem  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  on  such  woollen 
and  cotton  goods,  excepting  as  before  excepted^ 
It  was  further  provided,  that  all  cloths  of  such 
cotton  manufkcture  which,  with  the  addition  of 


fen  or  twenty  per  cent.,  should  cost  less  than 
twenty-five  cents  the  square  yard,  should,  never- 
theless be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost4w^nty- 
five  cents  the  yard,  and  should  pay  doty  accord- 
ingly ;  that  unbleached  or  uncofored  yarn,  twist, 
or  thread  of  cotton,  costing  less  than  sixty  cents 
the  pound  ;  and  bleached  oi^  colcwred  cotton  yarn, 
twist  0(  thread,  costing  less  than  seventv-five  cents 
the  pound,  should  be  valued,  respectively,  at  sixty 
and  seventy-five  cents  a  pound,  and  should  pay 
duty  accordingijr.    That,  by  the  act  of  April  20th, 
1818,  the  provisions  of  the  above  clause  were  ex- 
tended to  June  30th,  1826.    That,  by  the  general 
provisions  of  the  second  clause  of  said  first  section 
of  the  act  first  mentioned,  blankets  and  ruffs  of 
wool,  and  worsted  or  stuff  ffoods,  and  all  fabrics 
of  linen  imported,  were  subjected  to  a  duty  of 
fifteen  per  cent.,  ad  valorem,  without  any  mini* 
mum  valuation.    The  provisions  of  the  4th  clause, 
section  1st  of  the  act  of  1816,  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  imported  mfimufactures  of  cotton,  were  intended, 
as  wilt  probably  be  recollected  by  many  of  your 
honorable  body,  to  extend  a  reasonable  protection 
to  the  domestic  manufacture  of  coarse  cotton 
goods — a  manufacture  which  had  been  exten- 
sively commenced  in  this  vicinity  during  the  em- 
bargo, non-intercourse,  and  war,  and  which  the 
return  of  peace,  the  restoration  of  our  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  Europe,  and  the  competition 
of  European  capital  and  manufactures  with  those 
of  our  own  country,  had  greatly  embarrassed.  The 
wisdom  of  such  a  measure  was  seen  and  acknowl- 
edged by  many  of  our  wisest  and  most  patriotic 
citizens.     To  save  from  destruction  the  great 
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amount  of  capitai  already  fixed  in  the  establish- 
ments necessary  to  the  prosecution  of  the  manu- 
factare — ^in  the  full  persuasion,  when  so  fixed,  that 
it  would  be  protected  by  Government ;  to  promote 
the  home  manufacture  of  an  article  of  indispen- 
sable use  among  the  great  majority  of  our  popula- 
tion— to  secure  a  home  market,  and  one  which 
might,  thereafter,  be  increased  to  an  indefinite  ex- 
tent, for  the  valuable  staple  of  Southern  agriculture 
which  formed  the  raw  material  of  that  manufac- 
ture, and  a  home  market,  also,,  for  our  grains  and 
provisions,  in  maintaining  the  laborers  employed 
m  workinff  it  up— to  encourage  the  mechanic  arts, 
which  had  become  auxiliary  to  the  manufacture, 
the  commercial,  and  shipping  interests,  oh  which 
it  was  mainly  dependent  for  supply  and  distribu- 
tion— to  meet,  eventually^  the  demand  of  the  do- 
mestic market,  possibly  to  furnish,  fot  exportation, 
a  fabric  of  great  exchangeable  value — thus  far  to 
relieve  our  country  from  those  exhausting  drains 
of  specie  which  had  checked  her  industry,  and 
reduced  many  of  her  merchants  and  moneyed  in- 
stitutions to  gfeat  difficulties.  These  were  the 
praiseworthy  objects  of  those,  who,  in  the  session 
of  1815-16,  advocated  the  clause  in  question.  It 
has  become  the  duty  of  your  memorialists,  most 
respectfully,  to  submit  to  the  Legislature  tne  re- 
sults of  their  exnerience,  during  seven  years,  of 
the  operation  of  legislative  provisions  which  have 
been  enumerated ;  and  to  suggest  such  modifica- 
tions of,  or  additions  to,  the  existing  laws,  as  may, 
under  present  views  and  prospects^  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary to  the  fvirther  and  effectual  promotion  of 
the  objects  aforesaid. 

That  the  above  mentioned  modification  of  the 
tariff  of  duties  has  been  productive  of 'much  ben- 
efit to  the  domestic  manufacturer,  and  of  incal- 
culable advantage  to  tbe  community,  is.  readily 
admitted  by  those  who  have  observed  the  course 
of  events.  The  benefit  enjoyed  by  the  manufac- 
turer, consisted,  firincipally,  in  the  comparative 
steadiness  which  it  gave  to  the  market  price  of 
the  manufactured  article.  High  profits  were  out 
of  the  question  in  a  case  where  the  number,  the 
activity,  and  enterprise  of  competitors  rendered 
all  plans  of  monopoly  impracticable.  Enabled  to 
calculate,  with  reasonable  certainty,  on  steady  and 
moderate  profits,  capitalists  were  induced  to  em- 
bark their  money,  and  artisans  their  skill  and  ex- 
perience. The  mills  which  had  been  stopped  by 
the  difficulties  of  1815  and  1816,  were  gradually 
put  into  motion,  in  some  cases  by  the  original 
founders,  in  others,  by  purchasers  at  sheriff's  sales, 
or  under  assignments  tor  the  benefit  of  creditors. 
As  the  larffe  stock  of  India  and  other  imported 
coarse  cloths  on  hand  at  the  passage  of  the  act, 
or  imported  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  lim- 
ited by  it,  was  taken  from  the  market  by  the  con- 
sumer, the  demand'  for  coarse  American  cloths 
increased ;  but  the  prices  of  those  cloths  were  fifst 
prevented  from  advancing  by  the  remaining  for- 
eign stock,  and,  eventually,  suffered  a  reduction, 
by  the  rapid  increase  of  tbe  domestic  manufacture 
and  the  competition  among  sellers. 

In  the  years  1820  and  1821,  the  domestic  arti- 
cle had  occupied  the  market,  to  the  almost  entire 


exclusion  of  similar  fabrics  of  foreign  manafiic- 
ture.    In  the  years  1822  and  1823,  so  great  was 
the  competition  amon^  manufacturers,  and  so 
large  the  importation  ot  cheap  stuff  goods,  admit- 
ted to  entry  at  a  duty  of  only  fi^fteen  per  centum 
ad  valorem,  and  of  cheap  linens  admitted  at  the 
same  rate,  both  free  from  any  minimam  vahii- 
tion,  that  the  coarse-cloth  manufocture  beeme 
once  more  embarrassed,  and  still  labors  aate 
great  difficulties.    A  brief  view  of  the  policy  of 
the  British  Government,  with  regard  to  manafie- 
tures,  of  the  manner  in  which  it  renders  tboa 
subservient  to  the  prosperity  of  its  agricultare  and 
the  aggrandizement  of  its  political  power,  and  o( 
the  encouragement  which  it  extends  to  tbe  expor- 
tation of  the  above-mentioned  goods,  by  its  draw- 
back and  bounty  laws,  will  account  for  their 
importation  in  such  large  quantities  in  this  eooo- 
try,  and  indicate  the  proper  Pleasures  to  be  taken 
by  this  country  for  the  security  of  its  own'  agri- 
culture and  manufactures. 

By  prohibiting,  under  penalties  which  in  some 
instances  touch  the  life  of  the  offender,  the  expor- 
tation of  the  raw  materials  of  these  manufiietares, 
thus  giving  to  manufactures  at  home  tbe  monop- 
oly at  their  own  prices  of  those  materials,  the 
British  Parliament  has  effectually  secured  to  its 
own  subjects  the  whole  labor  of  preparing  them 
for  the  markeL    The  agriculturists  are  saji|)oced, 
and  with  good  reason,  to  be  amply  reraoaeraied 
for  this  restriction  on  the  exportation  of  those 
products  of  their  industry,  by  the  enhanced  pciees 
of  all  agricultural  products  which  go  to  the  imme- 
diate subsistence  of  labor.    The  truth  of  this  re- 
mark is  fully  established  by  the  high  rents  of 
lands.    The  general  policjr  of  the  system,  looking 
to  the  most  profitable  appropriation  of  the  land 
and  labor  of  the  community,  seems  intended  to 
restrict  the  production  of  raw  nlaterial,  for  man- 
ufacture, to  the  actual  demand — ^in  some  instan- 
ces to  less  than  the  actual  demand-— of  the  man* 
ufacturer;  and,  by  an  abundant  provision  offo^, 
to  encourage  population.    The  general  efleet  oi 
the  system  has  been  to  confine  grazing— a  branch 
.of  agricultural  labor,  which  is,  when  followed  in- 
dependently,  the  least  profitable  of  all  branches — 
either  to  land  unfit  by  its  natural  sor&ce  for  any 
other  mode  of  improvement,  or  to  lands  which 
may  be  profitably  appropriated  to  grazing,  during 
some  period  of  a  regular  routine  of  cultivation ; 
and  to  prevent  the  cultivation  of  flax  or  othet 
substances  forming  the  raw  materiak  of  manu- 
factures, except  as  intermediate  crops.    A  numer- 
ous population  may  exist  with  comfort  for  a  long 
time,  although  deprived  of  a  full  supply  of  the 
raw  materials  of  its  usual  labors,  but  cannot  exist 
in  comfort  a  single  day  when  deprived  of  a  fall 
supplv  of  the  food  necessary  to  iu  subsistence. 
The  nrst-mentioned  deficiency  may  be  suppli«i  by 
importations  from  abroad,  but  to  "supply  the  hot 
by  such   importations    might  be  impracticaUe. 
H^ce  the  wisdom  of  the  above  system. 

The  fin^t  grand  principle  of  British  policy,  there 
fore,  is  tq  increase  the  individual  number  and  po»- 
itive  physical  power  of  the  community.  Its  sec- 
ond grand  principle  is,  so  to  regulate  the  exciwnges 
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that  community  and  foreign  communities  I  Company  became  alarmed,  and,  in  order  to  check 
hance  the  relative  power  of  the  former    this  rising  domescic  manufacture,  imported  a  very 


between 

as  to  enhance  tne  relative  power 
by  obtaining  from  the  latter  such  articles  of  ex- 
change as  have  been  produced  at  a  greater  expense 
of  human  labor,  in  payment  for  articles  of  its  own 
production,  obtained  at  a  smaller  expense.    This 
object  is  accomplished  by  supporting  its  own  side 
of  tbe  exchange  with  the  labor  of  human  hands, 
assisted  by  lamr-saving  machinery ;  by  obtaining 
raw  material  for  manufactured  goods.     The  use 
of  labor-saving  machines,  which  cost  nothing  but 
the  expense  oi  their  construction  and  repair,  ena- 
bles one  man  to  perform  the  work  of  fifty  men, 
not  using  such  machines.    But  the  production  of 
raw  materials  cannot  be  thus  facilitated.    It  re- 
quires the  actual  expenditure  of  human  strength 
to  the  amount  of  the  production;  and  that  strength 
must  be  maintained  by  a  continual  expense  of 
food,  of  raiment,  and  lodging.    The  community, 
therefore^  which  exchanges  such  manufactured 
articles  lor  raw  materials,  buys  the  labor  of  fifty 
men  for  the  labor  of  one  man,  and  enhances  its 
own  relative  force,  while  it  diminishes  the  rela- 
tive force  of  all  communities  with  which  it  ex- 
changes on  such  terms. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  British  Parlia- 
ment lias  continued,  from  the  time  of  Edward  the 
Third,  to  restrict  the  domestic  productions  of  the 
raw  material  of  manufactures,  for  exportation, 
in  the  raw  state;  to  encourage  the  home  manu- 
factures of  the  raw  materials  produced ;  and  the 
exportation  to  foreign-  countries  of  the  manufac- 
*  tured  goods.    In  like  manner,  the  importation  of 
all  manufactured  articles,  the  raw  materials  of 
-which  could  be  produced  at  home  or  obtained 
abroad,  or  for  which  a  substitute  could  be  found 
among  domestic  manufactures,  has  been  either 
prohibited  or  restricted  by  high  duties.    A  mod- 
ern instance  of  the  adherence  of  the  British  Par- 
linment  to  the  policy  of  Edward  may  be  found  in 
the  history  of  the  British  cotton  manufacture, 
and  is  worthy  of  imitation  in  this  country.    One 
great  branch  of  the  {rade  of  the  British  East  In- 
dia Company,  from  its  first  incorporation,  to  the 
rise  of  the  cotton  manufacture  in  England,  con- 
sisted in  the  impor^tation  .from  India,  and  sale  in 
England,  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  of  India 
cotton  cloths,  of  all  descriptions.    The  condensed 
population,  abundance  and  cheapness  of  provis- 
ions, and  low  rate  of  labor*  in  the  Indian  penin- 
sula, enabled  the  company  to  purchase  cloths  in 
that  couiitry  at  prices  which  bid  defiance  to  all 
competition,  by  manual  labor  alone,  in  every 
other  country.     Their  profits,  therefore,  on  the 
importation  and  exclusive  sale  of  these  goods  in 
Great  Britain  were  enormous.    But  the  invehtion 
of  labor-saving  machinery  for  spinning  cotton, 
first  made  by  Arkwright,  and  afterwards  improv- 
ed by  himself,  and  others,  threatened  to^eprive 
the  company  of  this  source. of  profit.     In  the 
year  1787,  one  hundred  and  forty-three  cotton 
mills  bad  been  constructed,  or  were  in  progress, 
at  an  expense  of  one  million  sterling*    Those  in 
operation  employed  a  great  number  of  people. 
The  muslins,  calicoes,  and  other  cloths,  produced, 
were  more  substantial  than  the  India  goods.    The 


rising 
large  amount  of  the  Indian  fabrics,  which  they 
sold  at  prices  20  per  cent,  less  than  those  of  the 
domestic  manufacture.  Though  this  was  a  con- 
test entirely  confined  to  British  subjects,  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament  very  promptly  interfered  in  favor 
of  the  home  manufacturer,  and,  that  same  year, 
imposed  a  duty  of  50  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  on  the 
wholesale  prices  of  the  imported  goods  in  Eng- 
land. In  1798,  this  duty  was  raised  to  one  hun- 
,dred  and  twenty-two  per  cent,  ad  valorem.,  By 
such  efiectual  protection  has  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  in  England  been  fostered,  that  couon 
cloths,  to  a  large  amount,  are  now  actually  sent 
to  India  'y*  and  no  country,  which  does  not  protect 
its  own  manufactures  by  legislative  enactments, 
can  reasonably  hope  to  compete  with  British  fab- 
rics in  its  domestic  market3. 

But,  the  monopoly  at  their  own  prices,  of  the 
raw  materials  of  manufactures  produced  at  home, 
and  the  exclusion,  from  the  home  and  colonial 
markets,  of  all  goods  of  foreign  manufacture,  are 
not  the  only  encouragements  extended  by  the 
BritishOovernment  to  the  domestic  manuAicturer. 
The  system  receives  a  new  impulse  from  the  acts 
of  Parliament,  which  allow  drawbacks  and  boun- 
ties, on  the  exportation  of  certain  manufactured 
goods.  These  inducement^  to  exportation  have 
a  great  efiect  on  prices,  when  the  domestic  mar« 
ket  is  threatened  with  a  glut,  by  redundant  man- 
ufacture. By  relinquishing,  in  nearly  every  in- 
stance, the  excise}  on  the  manufacture  when  ex- 
ported, or  the  in)port  duty  on  the  raw  materials, 
of  which  the  manufacture  is  composed,  by  pay- 
ing, in  many  instances,  a  direct  bounty  on  the  ex- 
portation of  goods,  the  raw  materials  of  which 
are  wholly,  or  in  part,  of  domestic  origin,  they 
encourage  the  manufacturer  to  persevere  in  his 
business.    With  a  reasonable  certainty  that  the 


*  Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  merchant  in  Manches* 
ter»  England,  to  a  merchant  in  Providence,  Rhode  Is- 
land, dated  Aogast  23,  1823. 

"  In  cottons,  the  supply  of  Indis,  in  1815,  under  the 
ancient  oiystem  of  monopoly,  by  the  Company,  wbS| 
in  value^  £109,480.  In  1821,  the  supply,  of  the  same 
article,  under  the  existing  system  of  free  trade,  was 
£880,881.  In  1822,  tbe  value  of  tbe  supply  was,  £1,- 
020,326,  that  fs,  exceeding  ten, times  tbe  amoantof 
tbe  former  average  supply.  In  1816,  the  quantity  of 
printed  cottons,  exported  from  C^rest  BriUin  into  In- 
dia, was  604,800  yards.  In  1821,  the  quantity  of  tbe 
same  export,  was  7,602,245  yards.  In  plain  cottons, 
the  increase  is  equally  astonishing,  although  it  may  be 
considered  that  they  produce  plain  cottons  themselves 
cheaper  than  any  other  fabric.  In  1815,  the  qnantity 
of  plain  cottons,  exported  from  Great  Britain  into  In- 
dia, was  213,408  yards.  In  1821,  the  quantity  of  the 
same  manufacture,  was.  6,724,031  yards.  In  1823, 
the  qnantity  wss  9,940,736  yards.  If  the  English 
manufacturers  can  stop  the  spindle  and  the  shuttle  of 
the  Hindoo,  who  is  snpported  upon  a  handful  of  rice  a 
day,  in  a  climate  where  little  ia  required  for  clothing 
or  shelter,  they  may  feel  secure  of  those,  and  all  other 
markets,  where  their  goods  are  sllowed  sdmission  for 
consumption." 
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drawbacks  or  bounties  will  enable  bim  to  export, 
or  sell  for  exportation,  without  positive  loss,  he 
continues  to  add  to  the  stock  of  exchangeable 
commodities.  His  laborers,  with  constant  em- 
ployment, consume  and  pay  for  the  products  of 
agricultural  industry;  his  goods  are  distributed, 
and  his  supplies  obtained,  by  the  mercantile  and 
shipping  interest,  and  the  country  prospers  by  the 
united  labors  of  all  branches  of  its  citizens. 

The  permanent  effects  of  these  drawbacks  and 
bounties  on  the  manufacture  of  other  communi- 
ties, form  another  object  of  the  policy  of  Parlia- 
inen,t.  Whenever  an  article,  entitled  to  drawback 
or  bounty  on  exportation,  has  become  accumubted 
in  the  hands  of  the  manufacturer,  he  obtains  a 
present  relief,  in  the  sum  which  he  receives  on 
the  exportation  of  a  part  of  his  stock.  The  sub- 
traction, from  the  domestic,  market,  of  only  one- 
twentieth^  or  one-tenth  of  the  whole,  .gives  to 
the  remainder  a  greater  value  in  that  market, 
than  the  whole  would  have  commanded  before. 
If  the  goods  thu^  subtracted  be  suddenly  thrown 
into  the  market  of  a  foreign  nation,  whose  do- 
mestic manufacture  of  similar  goods  is  equal  to 
its  domestic  consumption,  or  nearly  equal,  the 
market  value  of  the  whole  domestic  stock  is  sud- 
denly reduced,  perhaps  twenty  or  twenty-five  per 
cent.  The  domestic  manufacturers  of  tne  nation 
in  question  are  obliged  to  suspend  their  industry, 
perhaps  to  abandon  their  works  altogether,  while 
the  British  manufacturer  sustains  no  loss,  or  a 
Tery  trifling  one.  on  his  shipment,  raises  the  price 
of  his  wares  in  the  British  market,  and  is  enabled 
to  keep  his  works  in  constant  operation.  He  can 
repeat  his  shipments^  with  the  certainty  of  a  profit, 
until  the  partial  revival  of  the  foreign  manufac- 
turer compels  him  once  more  to  make  a  temporary 
sacrifice.  But  the  gains  of  the  British,  and  the 
losses  of  the  foreign  manufacturer,  by  these  trans- 
actions, are  triflinff^  when  compared  with  the 
gains  and  losses  of  the  communities  to  which 
they  respectively  belong.  In  the  former,  the  labor* 
ing  classes  are  kept  in  constant  employment,  and 
supported  on  the  products  of  agricultural  indus- 
try. In  the  latter,  they  must  be  discharged  from 
the  factories,  and  contribute,  by  their  labor  on  the 
land,  to  increase  the  quantity  and  diminish  the 
market  valpe  of  agricultural  productions* 

When  we  look  at  the  amount  of  these  draw- 
backs and  bounties  on  the  exportation  of  some  of 
the  manufactured  articles  in  question,  we  are  not 
surprised  at  their  effect  on  the  manufacture  of 
coarse  cotton  cloths  in  this  country ;  on  brown  and 
white  linens,  the  cost  of  which,  to  the  British 
tnaniifacturer,  does  not  eiceed  eighteen  pence  ster- 
ling the  yard,  a  drawback  of  1^  pence  is  allowed. 
Some  of  these  linens  brought  to  this  country  cost 
no  more  than  4^(2.,  and  the  great  bulk  of  them  do 
not  exceed  1^.  The  drawback  on  the  former  is 
33^  per  cent.,  and  the  average  about  20  per  cent., 
thus  paying  the  freight  and  duty  to  this  country. 
Immense  quantities  of  these  goods  are  imported 
to  discourage  the  manufacture  in  this  country  of 
coarse  cotton  clodis.  They  are  highly  finisned, 
but  of  little  real  value,  compared  with  the  domes- 
tic goods.  A  new  mode  of  evading  the  minimum 


valuation  on  cotton  goods  has  laltiy  been  fouDdta 
the  importation  of  mixed  fabrics,  checks,  pUui^ 
sheetings^  dbc,  the.webs  of  which  are  compond 
partly  of  linen  and  partly  of  cotton,  cleared  oat 
from  Great  Britain,  and  entered  inthiseooDtrfai 
cloths,  of  which  linen  is  the  material  of  M 
value,  they  are  entitled  at  the  custom  boose  of 
Great  Britian,  to  the  bounty  of  1^.  or  3Ji ster- 
ling the  square  yard,  and  pay  in  those  of  tb 
country  an  ad  valorem  dQty  of  fifteen  per  eeot 
This  evasion  enables  those  who  practiee  it  to  in- 
troduce goods  which  interfere  with  our  coux 
cloths,  at  'a  cost  hereJjconsiderabljr  less  ti»D  tW 
iparket  price  in  Great  Britain ;  and  to  defrawies 
revenue  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  vbok 
aifiount  of  fine  goods  of  this  description  importd. 
On  coarse  stuff  goods,  exported  and  tdmittdheic 
on  payment  of  fifteen  per  cent  ad  tbIotmd,  ho 
drawMck  or  bounty  is,  we  believe,  aUowed;  to 
such  allowance  is  rendered  unneceanry  by  tb 
low  price  of  the  raw  material,  the  natural  effect 
of  the  acts  of  Parliament,  restricting  its  eiporti- 
tation  in  the  raw  state.  The  qualities  of  vool, 
composing  the  raw  material,  are  bougbt  bf  tbe 
manufacturer  at  from  6<2.  to  9^.  sterling  the pooad, 
and  would,  if  they  could  be  exported  freeofdatf 
to  this  country,  command  from  twentj-two  to 
thirty-five  cents  the  pound— thus  giving,  reallf  tad 
substantially,  an  advantage  to  the  British  ora 
th6  American  manufacturer,  of  one  htmdiedper 
cent,  in  the  cost  of  the  raw  material. 

Printed  cotton  calicoes,  vestings,  and  othr^ 
wares  of  a  like  description,  on  which,  wbeoa-* 
ported,  the  British  GoTernment  paysaboofiijor 
drawback  of  3^.  the  square  yard,  aooetuis 
more  than  the  duty  here,  greatly  embanass  ib 
the  sales  of  American  plain  and  eoloted^ 
If  the  coarser  fabrics  of  this  description  were  a- 
oludeid  by  an  ad^uate  valuation  and  datf,tbe 
manufacture  of  plaids,  checks,  dtc^  nowaeulf 
ruined,  as  well  as  the  printing  of  cottons,  abetdf 
began  in  several  parts  of  this  country,  would  be 
greatly  encouraged.    The  works  of  oarfflloo6^ 
turers  peculiar  to  the  noanufaetare  ofphidfaad 
ctiecks,  would  Again  become  valuabk^  u^  ^ 
printing  of  cottons  would  create  aoewdeflood 
for  their  pla  in  goods.    It  would  be  ioportaot  to  the 
manufacturer,  in  the  steadiness  of  prieewbieb  it 
would  produce,  to  the  revenue  of  the  coantry  la 
the  duties  on  the  additional  quantities  of  dyioi 
drugs  required,  to  the  farming  interest  in  tbenev 
demand  which  it  would  create  for  the  necessaries 
of  life  to  a  new  class  of  manufacturen. 

On  the  foregoing  view  of  the  cotton  n)anofa^ 
ture  of  this  country ;  of  the  ri  valships  to  whicb  it 
is  exposed;  and  thcembarrassmentstii  which  its 
subject^ ;  your  memorialists  would  '®P"{™y^ 
suggest,  to  the  wisdom  of  your  honorable  body, 
the  following  modifications  of  existing  lain: 

That  the  minimum  yaluation  of  twerjiy-fi« 
cents  the  square  yard,  and  ad  valorem  datf  d 
twenty-five  per  cent,  be  extended  to  all  uncolofW 
cloths  imported,  whether  of  Worsted,  cotton,  or 
linen.  That  a  minimuaa  valaation  of  ibirtfore 
cents  the  square  yard,  and  an  ad  valorem  dui7« 
twenty-fiv«  pe^  cent,  be  imposed  on  til  colofed. 
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irinted,  or  bleached-  goods  imported,  whether  the 
ame  shall  be  of  worsted,  cotton,  or  linen. 

That  a  minimum  valaatiod  of  one  dollar  and 
birty  cents  a  pound,  and  an  ad  valorem  duty  of 
wenty-five  per  cent,  be  imposed  on  all  imported 
otton  or  linen  thread,  twist,  yarn,  or  floss.  That 
he  aforesaid  Talnations  and  duties  be  made  per- 
manent; and  that,  in  everv  instance  of  the  im- 
ortation  of  such  goods,  there  be  added  to  the 
aid  duty  of  twenty-fire  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  a 
am  equal  to  the  amount  of  all  drawbacks,  boun- 
;es,  or  other  payments,  received  from,  or  secured 
y,  the  cu8tom*houses  of  the  country  whence  said 
oods  were  imported,  or  otherwise  secured  or  paid 
y  the  GK>vernment  of  said  country. 

A  general  revision  of  the  tariff  of  duties,  and  a 
moderate  enhancement  of  the  duties  on  imported 
lanufactures,  the  raw  materials  of  which  may  be 
sand  at  home,  or  are  within  the  reach  of  our 
ommerce^  would,  also,  we  are  persuaded,  greatly 
ssist  your  memorialists,  by  the  relief  which  it 
rould  soon  afford  the  currency  of  the  country,^ 
nd  the  new  incentives  which  it  would  offer  to 
nterprise,  to  industry,  and  skill.  In  proportion 
s  the  rewards  of  labor  are  increased,  will  its 
bility  and  disposition  to  use  the  necessaries,  the 
omforts,  and  luluries  of  life,  be  aided  and  stimu- 
I  ted. 

Your  memorialists  are  aware  that  many  objec- 
ioDs  have  been  made  to  any  modification  of  the 
iriff,  whether  general  or  partial,  for  the  encour- 
gement  and  protection  of  manufactures;  and 
bey  are  induced,  by  their  respect  for  the  public 
pinion,  as  well  as  tor  the  talents  and  patriotism 
f  many  individuals,  in  and  out  of  Congress, 
rging  those  objections^  to  offer  their  own  views 
f  these  topics,  which  have  been  most  frequently 
welt  upon. 

We  are  told  that  the  regulation  of  the  business 
f  individuals  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  Congress, 
'o  this,  we  reply,  shortly,  the  e^^pre^  power  of 
^alatioa  giten  by  the  Constitution,  and  exer- 
sed  by  Congress  for  more  than  thirty  years,  in 
tgolatioiis,  almost  without  number,  and  touching 
le  trade  and  industry  of  the  nation  in  almost 
rery  conceivable  point. 

Another  objection,  of  more  serious  import,  is 
)und  in  the  alleged  reduction  of  the  revenue,' 
onsequent  upon  wnf  considerable  check  on  the 
lie  of  foreign  manufactures  in  our  own  markets, 
'o  this,  we  reply,  that  an  exclusion  of  articles 
ow  taxed,  will  not  diminish^  but  rather  increase, 
le  common  fund  from  which  taxes  are  paid — 
rill  increase  the  ability  to  buy  and  pay  for  other 
rtieles,  still  subjected  to  taxation,  and  that  the 
onsumption  of  a  community  is  bounded  only  by 
8  ability  to  purchase  the  articles  consumed.  In 
roportion  as  the  country  is  relieved  from  the 
ayment  of  the  sums  now  sent  abroad  for  manu- 
ictured  articles,  for  which  substitutes  are  pro  vi- 
ed at  home,  those  sums  will  be  appropriated  to 
le  purchase  of  raw  materials  or  manufactured 
rtieles  which  cannot  be  produced  here.  The 
ersonal-  observation  of  your  memorialists  con- 
rms  this  position.  Since  the  rise  of  the  domestic 
otton  manufacture,  thousands  of  families,  who, 


before  its  rise,  were  unable  to  purchase  imported 
luxuries  of  food  and  dress,  have  become  able  to 
do  so ;  and  the  sales  of  sugars,  teas,  and  coffee,  of 
silks,  crapes,  and  fine  muslin,  have  been  greatly 
increased,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  cotton  mills. 
If  any  reasonable  apprehension  is  entertained  on 
this  point,  a  deficit  of  the  revenue  may  be  pre- 
vented by  enhancing  the  duties  on  the  above  arti- 
cles. Silks,  in  particular,  which  now  pay  only 
fifteen  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  would  bear  a  duty  of 
twenty-five  per  cent,  without  any  considerable 
diminution  of  their  use. 

Another  objection,  zealously  urged  against  the 
legislative  protection  of  manufactures,  is,  that  the 

{>rice  of  the  articles  on  which  increased  duties  are 
aid,  will  be  materially  enhanced  to  the  consumer, 
who,  it  is  said,  will  be  obliged  to  pay  the  Ameri- 
can manufacturer  whatever  price  he  may  choose 
to  set  upon  his  fabrics,  since  there  will  be  no  foreign 
competition  in  the  way.  The  same  objection  was 
urged  against  the  act  of  1815;  but  thd  event  has 
fully  proved  its  fallacy.  In  a  very  short  time  after 
the  law  was  passed,  the  rapid  increase  and  exteiv- 
sion  of  the  cotton  manufacture  caused  such  a  com- 
petition among  our  own  manufacturers,  in  the  ar- 
ticle of  coarse,  brown,  and  white  cottons,  the  only 
fabrics  protected  by  tnat  act,  that  the  country  be- 
came, and  still  continues  to  be,  fully  supplied  with 
the  article;  at  a  much  less  price  than  similar  articles 
were  formerly  imported  at,  without  taking  into^ 
consideration  the  superior  quality  of  the  domestic 
cloth.  This  experience  of  the  efficacy  of  asystem 
of  legislative  protection  to  manufactures,  affords, 
we  believe,  ample  reasons  for  supposing,  tnat  were 
an  effectual  protection  extended  to  all  our  manu- 
factures, the  rivalship  of  the  American  manufac- 
turers, themselves,  would  prevent  the  advance  of 
prices,  and  supply  the  country  on  as  cheap  as,  per- 
naps  on  cheaper  terms  than  similar  articles  from 
abroad  now  cost  us: 

The  exclusion  of  an  unsubstantial  foreign  fab* 
ric  has  been  pronounced  a  tax  on  the  poor,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  rich.  How  can  that  be  a  tax 
which  has  substituted  a  more  durable  fabric,  at 
half  the  price  of  that  excluded — which  has  multi- 
plied the  demands  for  labor,  and  increased  the  re- 
ward which  it  receives,  and,  consequently,  its 
ability  4o  pay  for  the  cheaper  fabric  ?  The  ac- 
cusation is  untenable. 

It  has  been  stigmatized  as  an  odious  monopoly. 
As  between  the  American  comma  nicy  and  all 
others^  it  is,  indeed,  a  monopoly  inculcated  by  a  re- 
gard for  our  own  interests,  odious  only  to  foreign- 
ers, who  owe  us,  no  allegiance ;  whose  interests 
we  are  not  bound  to  .consult,  at  the  expense  of  our 
own  citizens.  As  between  citizens  ot  the  Ameri- 
can community,  it  is  no  monopoly ;  for  every  citi- 
zen may  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  domestic 
manufacture,  and  all  are  mediately  or  immediately 
interested  in  its  success. 

It  has  been  strenuously  argued,  that  the  legisla- 
tive protection  of  manufactures,  will  annihilate 
commerce.  If  your  memorialists  believed  this, 
^they  would  hesitate,  at  least,  before  making  the 
present  appeal.  Some  of  them,  and  very  many  of 
the  persons  whom  they  represent,  are  ship-owners 
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apd  merchants,  deeply  interested  in  every  branch 
of  foreign  and  domestic  commerce.  But  their  per- 
sonal oBservation  and  experience  convince  them 
that  this  arffUment  is  one  against  fact,  that  since 
the  rise  of  the  cotton  manufacture  in  Rhode  Island, 
both  the  coasting  tradeand  foreign  commerce  of  the 
town  of  Providence,  the  principal  focus  of  supply 
and  distribution  for-  it,  have  greatly  increased. 
The  former,  in  particular,  has  more  than  doubled. 
T^e  aggregate  of  commercial  transactions  in  Pro- 
vidence, has  increased  in  the  ^me  ratio.  The 
ports  of  Mexico  and  South  America,  no  loneer,  as 
formerly,  closed  ac^ainst  foreigners,  have  already 
afforded  markets  tor  partial  ^ipments  of  coarse 
cotton  cloths,  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  hereafter  re- 
ceive more  considerable  quantities  of  these  and  of 
other  products  of  our  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures. To  send  our  cottons  and  other  raw  mfite- 
rials  of  manufactures  to  foreign  countries,  not  in 
the  crude  state,  as  at  present,  but  quadrupled  in 
exchangeable  value,  by  the  lal)or  of  our  own  citi- 
zens, supported  in  that  labor  by  the  products  of 
our  own  agriculture,  would  place  our  commerce 
on  the  most  permanent  footing,  and  render  the 
fields  of  this  country  more  productive,  in  every 
thing  which  constitute  substantial  wealth,  than  all 
the  mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru.  Such  a  result  is 
certainly  attainable,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  con- 
clude from  the  experience  of  another  nation. 

We  are  persuaded,  therefore,  that  there  is  no 
reason  to  apprehend  any  injury  to  our  commercial 
interests,  by  the  encouragement  of  domestic  man- 
ufactures ;  and  we  believe  that  those  interests  will 
receive  additional  support  from  every  measure 
calculated  to  assist  them. 

With  still  less  reason  can  it  be  asserted,  that  the 
encouragement  of  manufactures,  by  restrictions  on 
importation,  is  a  tax  on  agriculture.  The  new  value 
^iven  to  the  crude  products  of  the  earth,  in  render- 
ing them  fit  for  use,  consists  entirely  in  the  labor 
ofman;  If  manufactures  aire  to  be  created  or  ex- 
tended in  a  country  where  they  do  not  exist,  or 
exist  in  very  small  numbers,  the  labor  which  is  re- 
quired for  their  |)rosecution  must  be'  maintained 
for  ^  the  essentials  of  life,  on  the  products  of  do- 
mestic agriculture.  If  that  labor  be  drawn  from 
among  the  natives  of  the  soil,  then  the  number  of 
persons  employed  in  prgducing  food  must  be  di- 
minished, as  well  as  the  amount  of  food  produced. 
The  prices  of  agricultural  labor,  and  of  its  products, 
advance  in  proi)ortion  to  the  increased  scarcity  of 
both ;  and  farming  becomes  a  more  profitable  busi- 
ness than  it  was  before';  for  a  number  of  persons 
have  ceased  to  be  rivals  of  those  who  follow  it, 
•and  have  become  their  custolners.  If  the  addi- 
tional labor  required  be  imported  from  abroad,  then 
the  community  gains  an  immediate  addition  to  its 
strength^  and  the  farmer  an  addition  to  the  number 
of  his  customers,  the  prices  of  his  corn  and  pro- 
visions, and  the  profits  of  his  business. 

But,  the  additional  profits  which  the  farmer 
reaps  by  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  in 
his  neighborhood,  are  not  the  only  advantage 
of  the  measure:  while  he  sells  dearer,  he  buys 
cheaper.  Encouraged  by  the  exclusion  of  foreign, 
or  preference  given  to  domestic  manufactures^  the 


number  of  hands  engaged  in  the  latter  is  n 
increased,  and  the  profits  of  their  business  tk 
gradually  diminished,  till,  at  length,  that  bosiaes 
becomes  no  better  than  other  trades;  and  the  far- 
mer is  enabled  to  buy  his  raiment  without  pipo; 
the  expense  of  its  transportation  from  i  iimt 
country. 

Thus,  mutually  assisting  and  assisted,  agricoi- 
ture  and  manufactures  enrich  each  otbaaui  the 
community  at  large.  The  surplus  prodoctof  tbe 
land  and  labor  of  the  country,  beyond  thedaaada 
of  its  population,  eoes  to  foreign  communitiB,  ia 
the  form  of  manufactured  articles,  in  exehtfiftfoi 
raw  products  or  manufactures  peculiar  to  thesoS, 
the  climate,  or  industry,  of  those  commonlDs. 
Commerce,  the  great  chain  of  coiiDexioD  betva 
communities,  is  established  oa  tbe  firmest  \m\ 
and,  ministering  from  the  abundance  of  one  (otk 
wants  of  another,  extends  the  bouDds  of  civilisa- 
tion, of  science,  and  of  freedom,  to  the  leiDoiai 
habitations  of  the  human  family. 

Samuel  Slater,        Philip  Alien, 
James  Rhodes^        B^DJ.  Abon, 
William  Harris,      Wm.  Rhodes, 
Samuel  Greene,      Cyras  Duller, 
Timothy  Greene,    Geo.  Jacksoo, 
Walter  Paiaet'        EdW.  Cairia^ 
Hy.  P.  Franklin,    Abrm.  Wilkiflson, 
Ephm.  Talbot,       Benj.  Cozzewy/r^ 
Wm.  Sprague,       John  Skier, 
SethWheaton.      W.E. 


MEMORIAL 


Ofntndfy  tnamtfacturers^  medumieSf  atdfi^siitt 
national  industry ,  of  the  State  of  Cpwutfisk- 
January  19,  1824. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  theirieodsofma&* 
ufactures  and  national  industry,  held  at  the  Stau- 
house  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  on  the  1st  daj  of 
January,  1824,  the  following  memoriiJ,  ^Py^" 
,by  a  committee,  consisting  of  two  de/igates  worn 
each  county,  was  unanimously  adopt^"^^^' 
dered  to  be  transmitted  to  our  Seoaton  ud  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress : 

TotheHonorabUtheSenaUandHomi^ffirmia^ 
of'ihe  United  States  in  QmgnssaaaM: 

The  memorial  of  manufacturers,  mechanic^u^ 
friends  of  national  industry,  citizens  of  tbe  Sbb 
of  Connecticut,  humbly  showelh: 

That,  while  they  d*ily  appreciate,  tbey  aw^ 
sirous  to  embrace  the  privilege  guarantied  bf  ik 
Constitution,  to  assemble  to^tber,  and  peti»a 
Congress  for  a  redress  of  their  grievaiices.  As» 
component  part  of  a  large  and  floorisbiog  R^^ 
lie,  they  sincerely  hope  their  memorial  willBft 
that  attention  which  justice  and  policy  ^ 
demand. 

Encouraged  by  the  example  of  every  oai^ 
and  by  the  proffered  patronage  of  our  own,  yoe 
memorialists  have,  in  many  instances,  ein»«» 
their  whole  property  in  manufactories  caleaaw 
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0  afford  a  decent  livelihood,  while  they  advanced 
he  general  good — some  have  unwisely  borrowed 
apital,  and  pledged  their  esti^blishments  to  cred- 
tors  for  advancements — and  while  creditors  are 
iressing  these  demands,  because  they  doubt  the 
ecurity,  the  unfortunate  manufacturer  is  com- 
telled  to  witness  his  certain  ruin' in  the  decay  of 
oachinery  which  he  cannot  use  without  a  still 
peedier  destruction.  For,  such  is  the  lamentable 
ondition  of  manufacturers  generally,  that  some 
re  stopped  entirely,  and  others  are  barely  kept  in 
lotion  to  preserve  the  property.  Your  memorial- 
its,  therefore,  ask,  witn  anxiety^  if  the  hand  of 
Government  cannot  be  extended  to  their  relief, 
^he  speculative  statesman  may  view  with  rap- 
ire  the  foundation  of  our  greatness,  and  boast  of 
idependence,  while  the  manufacturer  mourns 
ver  the  preference  indirectly  shown  to  foreign 
ibrics,  and  laments  the  indifference  to  the  wants  of 
?gitimate  children. 

It  is  a  fact,  undisguised,  that  the  hopes  of  the 
lanufacturer  must  perish  unless  something  ef- 
ectual  is  done.  The  question  is  then  asked,  shall 
our  memorialists  be  crushed  by 'the  artful  designs 
f  rivals  abroad  1  Cannot  Congress  afford  some 
rotection  without  endaogeriuff  the  welfare  of 
le  country  1  Nay,  can  our  independencei  in  war 
nd  in  peace  be  preserved  unless  the  manufactur- 
ig  interest  is  supported  1  How  humiliating  the 
iSectios  !  what  a  stigma  on  national  character, 
lat,  in  war,  we  must  smuggle  from  our  enemies 
ae  comforts  and  necessaries  of  life? 

The  last  war  has  proved  the  Weakness  of  our 
^sources,  when  we  could  not  supply  a  few  blan- 
ets  for  the  Indians.  It  was  then  that  a  patriotic 
rdor  burst  forth,  and  honesty  and  good  faith  were 
ledged,  to  cherish  a  benevolent  intention  to  fur- 
ish  supplies  at  home.  Then  it  was  that  capital- 
its  sought  out  the  best  location  for  manufacturing 
stablishments,  and.  in  the  love  of  country,  laid 
le  foundation  of  future  comfort  or  ruin.  Soon 
fter,  Conffress  ventured,  against  the  many  pre- 
ictions  of  some  members,  to  fnni  a  heavy  duty 
Q  coarse  cottons — an  experiment  which  most 
itisfy  the  statesman  of  the  policy  of  increasing 
le  tariff  on  othec  articles. 

Did  your  memorialists  conceive  that  the  interests 
f  manufacturers  were  distinct  from' those  of  the 
ation  at  large ;  did  they  recognise  them  as  laying 
laims  to  escduHve^  or  any  protection  than  what  is 
ue  to  others ;  did  they  view  them  as  men  en- 
aged  in  occupations  and  pursijiits  which,  instead 
f  promoting  general  prosperity,  tended  only  to 
leir  individual  emolument;  they  would  unite 
nth  the  enemy,  and  leave  them  to  stru^le  un- 
ssisted  against  the  calamities  that  befall  them. 

Your  memorialists  ask  not  for  exclusive  privi- 
ige  to  establish  a  monopoly.    They  only  ask  for 

due  share  of  protection.  Nor,  while  they  see 
liliions  expended  to  support  a  navy  to  protect 
tie  merchant;  while  thousands  are  voted  to  open 
ew  avenues  to  trade,  and  increase  the  splendor 
f  Courts,  by  sending  Ambassadors,  Consuls,  and 
ffents,  abroad,  they  offer  no  murmur  or  com- 
laiat :  and  while  they  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  all 
list  measures  to  advance  the  glory  of  our  Repub- 


lic, they  confidently  rely  that  the  interests  of  your 
memorialists  will  not  be  forgotten. 

But,  inquiry  may  well  be  made,  whether,  ex- 
tending our  acquaintance  and  commercial  inter- 
course with  foreign  ports  to  increase  the  influx  of 
luxuries,  will  not  prejudice  internal  economy,  un- 
less we  can  export  something  besides  dollars  to 
liquidate  the  balance  of  trade. 

As  the  happiness  of  domestic  life  i^  frequently 
destroyed  by  cultivating  too  extensive  an  acquaint'' 
ance  with  the  great,  mav  not  our  Republic,  in 
their  zeal  for  glory,  overlook  internal  polity  ?  The 
mechanic  and  manufacturer,  sensible  their  voca- 
tions are  confined  to  the  humbler  walks  of  life, 
and  cannot  griitify  the  ambitious  by  elevation 
from  equality  with  other  citizens,  do  not  expect 
from  the  political  adventurer  any  certain  assist-* 
ance ;  vet  there  are  many^  "  whose  hopes  are  our 
hopes^"who  practically  feel  the  distress  of  their 
constituents,  and  are  destined  to  suffer  or  enjoy 
with  them  alike  in  adversity  or  prosperity — froia 
such  is  anticipated  an  honest  zeal. 

Your  memorialists  would  respectfully  ask,  whe- 
ther they  have  in  vain  placed  their  confidence  in 
the  help  of  Congress.  The  subjects  of  England 
and  France,  and,  indeed,  of  almost  every  other 
nation  but  our  own,  are  prosperous  in  their  manu- 
factures— and  why  ?  Because  Grovernment  prompt- 
ly tells  them,  "  you  shall  be  protected,  and  for^ 
eign  fabrics  excluded,  so  far  as  they  come  in  com- 
petition." But,  when  the  manufacturer  here  asks 
for  assistance,  the  answer  is,  no;  our  revenue  will 
be  affected.  The  wheels  of  Government  must 
stop,  if  duties  on  imports  are  diminished.  And 
the  Sbuthern  planter  says,  no;  why  should  I  be 
taxed,  or  why  should  one  portion  ot  the  country 
be  compelled  to  build  up  another  ?  The  manu- 
facturer is  directed  to  look  for  consolation  to  the 
^<  let  us  alone  policy,"  and  turned  off  with  the 
chilling  reflection  that,  although  all  is  hazarded, 
he  finds  no  relief.  But,  are  the  common  objec- 
tions substantial  ?  If  the  duty  on  certain  articles 
was  increased,  a  smaller  importation  might  afford 
equal  or  greater  revenue. 

The  same  clamor  was  made  when  the  duty  on 
coarse  cottons  was  increased,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fearful  forebodings  of  opponents,  no  evil 
then  resulted  to  the  Treasury.  It,  then,  we  seek 
a  suitable  time  for  the  experiment,  (if  increasing 
the  tariff  can  be  deemed  one,)  what  moment  more 
auspicious  than  the  present,  when  the  Treasury 
is  prosperous,  and  nyhen  a  mite  given  in  season, 
is  better  than  thousands  too  late  ? 

But  will  an  increase  of  the  tariff  injure  the 
Southern  planter?  He  is  now  protected  by  a 
duty  on  tobacco  and  sugar,  from  50  to  100  per 
cent.,  while  the  manufacturer  of  the  Northern  and 
Midale  States  is  left  to  cqntend  against  every  dis- 
advantage. 

Cotton  is  now  the  great  remittance  to  liquidate 
the  enormous  debt  due  from  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  Great  Britain.  But  how  soon  will  Eng- 
land supply  her  manufacturers  of  wool  and  cotton 
from  her  own  colonies,  the  West  and  East  In- 
dies ?  Hdw  soon  will  the  island  of  Jamaica  change 
the  culture  of  cane,  at  present  unproductive,  to 
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the  culture  of  cotton  ?  The  time  may  not  be  far 
distant.  In  that  event^  where  is  the  planter  to 
find  his  market?  ^Not  m  the  Republics  of  South 
America.  They  have  no  manufactures.  Should, 
however)  the  manufactures  of  the  Middle  and 
Northern  States  be  extended,  by  suitable  encour- 
agement, how  easily  would  tne  planter  find  a  sure 
market,  and  the  Coaster  employ,  in  transporting 
manufactured  cottons  to  ttie  new  and  important 
ports  of  the  South  ?  By  supplying  our  markets 
with  domestic  fabrics,  we  diminish  the  demand 
fpr  foreign  cloths^  and  with  it  our  vast  indebted- 
'*hess ;  aul  as  the  mdebtedness  diminishes,  the  de* 
mand  for  cotton  for  exportation  will  be  propor- 
tionably  lessened. 

There  is,  however,  some  apology  for  former  op- 
position from  the  South,  to  high  duties  to  aid  the 
manufacturer  of  the  North.  For  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted, that,  until  lately,  there  was  a  moral  ina- 
bility to  supply  the  demands  for  cloths,  by  domes- 
tic manufacture..  A  hi^h  duty,  then,  would  have 
enhanced  the  price  of  oagging  and  clothing  for 
the  slaves.  But  that  time  is  past.  Whoever  will 
examine  the  extent  of  our  manufactures,  a  subject 
little  understood  by  the  Southern  States,  must  ad- 
mit a  present  ability  within  ourselves  to  furnish 
every  article  of  clothing,  fine  linen  and  silk  ex- 
cepted. Your  memorialists  do  not  suppose  their 
interest  alone  is  to  be  promoted  by  a  revision  and 
increase  of  the  tariff*.  The  languishing  prospects 
of  the  agriculturists  rest  upon  the  final  decision  of 
this  question.  Their  ffranaries  are  full,  domestic 
markets  supplied,  and  foreign  markets  glutted. 
The  farmer  who,  with  th^  productions  of  his 
farm,  p^ys  the  mechanic  for  the  labor  of  his  shop, 
afibrds  a  familiar  example  of  the  benefits  of  a  do- 
mestic market.  The  latter,  prevented  by  the  na- 
ture of  his  employment  from  cultivating  the  earth, 
is  dependent  on  the  farmer  for  supplies ;  and,  in 
exchangiiiff  for  his  labors,  receives  the  surplus 
produce  ofthe  farm.  This,  with  the  extension  of 
numbers,  applies  equally  well  to  manufactories. 

It  is  estimated  that  in  1820  the  manufactories 
in  Oneida  county,  New  York,  consumed  $110,000 
of  agricultural  productions ;  and  that  more  than 
$40,000  worth. of  flour,  aud  200,000  bushels  of 
corn,  have  been  imported  into  Providence  during 
the  last  year,  and  consumed  principally  by  those 
interested  in  manufactories ;  whereas  a  market  is 
not  afiorded  for  one  pound  of  our  flour,  wool,  flax, 
or  hemp,  by  the  British,  who  sell  us  manufactures 
to  the  amount  of  $40,000,000,  annually.  The 
growers  of  these  articles  could  not  be  injured  by 
an  increase  of  duty  on  imports,  but  wnefitea, 
since  our  home  ma.nufactorie8  consume  more  of 
our  breadstufis  than  the  whole  continent  of  Eu- 
rope, and,  we  might  add,  that  of  the  East  Indies. 

Why,  then,  should  not  manufactures  be  en- 
couraged by  a  higher  tarifi"?  Will  patronage 
lead  to  an  extravagant  investment,  or  will  fab- 
rics advance  in  the  hands  of  monopolists  ?  The 
present  sufiering  of  the  manufacturers  will  check 
any  immediate  ardor ;  and,  so  far  as  respects  mo- 
nopoly, it  is  justly  remarked  that  the  internal 
competition  which  takes  place,  does  away  every 
thing  like  monopoly,  and  by  degrees  reduces  the 


price  of  the  articles  to  the  minimmn  of  a 
able  profit  on  the  capital  employ ed^ 

Your  memorialists  would  further  state,  that  the 
manufactories  of  iron,  in  this  State,  are  safiering 
under  their  disconragrements ;  that  these  impot- 
tant  establbhments  will  neva*  flourish,  whiiethey 
have  to  compete  with  the  Russian  aod  BwediA 
nobility,  who  supply  this  country.  We  ay  nu- 
bility, for  the  iron  factories,  in  Russia  and  Swe- 
den, are  carried  on  by  the  manual  labor  of  an  in- 
digent  peasantry,  who  are  attached  to,  and  tiaas- 
ferrable  with,  tbos^  vast  estates,  aod  who  receive 
no  further  eompensation  than  a  bare  sobsistesce; 
and  while  hemp  is  imported  withouC  daty,  iroo 
will  continue  to  be  brought  to  this  eoancrj  as 
ballast,  at  a  very  moderate  freight.  lo  lS20j'\ii5 
supposed  32,000  tons  of  iron  was  consamed,  thiec- 
fourths  of  which  was  imported.  Aod  it  may  te- 
ther be  remarked,  on  this  point,  that  the  depfm- 
ation  in  the  price  of  iron  in  Russia  and  Swedes, 
within  two  years,  has  equalled  nearly  the  prent 
dutv.  And  should  our  friendly  relations  tmst 
witUvRussia,  the  leading  member  of  the  Half 
Alliance,  we  should  need  from  oar  enemy  thai 
important  staple,  iron,  without  which,  we  shosJd 
be  far  from  independence. 

In  addition  to  the  facilities  of  importi^  Britnfc 

?;oods,  the  opportunity  afiorded  the  Briii»  maao- 
acturer  of  sending  his  goods  immedialely  lo  aoe- 
tion,  with  little  or  no  comparative  cxpcaae,  will 
continue  to  discouraffe  the  fair  merchaataiid  man- 
ufacturer, who,  while  they  vend  their  aitidei,  arc 
obliged  to  pay  rent,  taxes,  and  furnish  their  pro- 
portion for  national  support  and  dtfenee.  It  can- 
not be  concealed,  that  the  British  have  r^rded 
our  comnierce  and  manufactures  with  a  jealon 
eye,  and  will  adopt  every  measure  to  depress  ooi 
manufactures  while  they  crowd  oh-^ibi  ckeir  fab- 
rics. Already  does  the  Cabinet  of  St.  James  con- 
template further  patronage,  by  allowing  a  draw- 
back of  twelve  per  cent,  on  foreign  woc3.  Shoold 
this  measure  be  adopted,  our  Qovemment  mast 
extend  still  further  encouragement  by  Jnereasing 
the  tariff,  or  our  manufactures  must  ioeritahly 
fall ;  and  the  political  axiom  shoaU  be  eagraren 
on  the  heart  ot  every  statesman,  that,  while  Eng- 
land and  France  are  our  friends  ia  peace,  they 
are  our  rivals  in  trade. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  pmy  that  Con- 
gress would  revise  and  increase  the  tahS,  by  soe^ 
additional  duty  on  woollens,  fine  eottcms,  aad 
iron,  and  such  doty  on  auction  sales,  as  will  et- 
courage  the  manufacturer,  and  protect  him  firecB 
the  greatest  evil — the  arts  and  designs  of  msk 
abroad. 

DAN'L  BURROWS,  CkairmaB. 

Attest :    Hekbt  L.  Ellsworth,  Secretarf. 


MEMORIAL 
0/  sundry  mercbantSy  maTiu/acturers,  4^9  9f 

more- — Januarp  19, 1824. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  «f  ikt 
United  States  in  Ck>ngre8s  ssseiDhkd. 

The  memorial  of  the'  sabscriberay  aierchaa& 
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laDufacturers,  mechaoies,  and  property-holders 
*  ibe  city  of  Baltimore,  respectfully  showetb : 

That  they,  in  commoo  with  their  fellow  citizens 
'  the  other  commercial  cities  of  (he  Union,  being 
riously  affected  by  the  extensive  evils  which  have 
suited,  and  which  are  still  augmenting,  from  the 
lange  that  has  taken  place  in  the  prosecution  of 
ado,  from  a  regular  system,  under  which  its  ad- 
mtages  were  generally  divided,  to  the  manage- 
ent  of  it  through  extensive  public  auctions, 
hereby  its  profits  are  monopolized  by  a  few ;  and 
lying  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  National  Legisla- 
re  to  protect  and  foster  the  soundness  of  our  in- 
.lutiooB,  beg  leave  to  present  for  consideration 
me  of  the  leading  facts  connected  with  this 
iportant  subject,  and  to  petition  that  such  a  tax 
ay  be  imposed  as  will  place  the  trade  carried  on 
rough  the  medium  of  public  auctions,  and  that 
bich  is  prosecuted  in  a  regular  way,  on  an  equal 
3ting. 

Your  memorialists  with  confidence  jepresent, 
at  of  all  the  public  and  private  sales  of  manu- 
;tured  goods  made  by  auctioneers  in  the  city  of 
iltimore,  it  is  believed  that  full  three-fourths  of 
e  amount  is  on  foreign  account. 
From  this  fact  alone,  and  considering  that  nearly 

foreign  business  is  done  through  them,  clear 

the  usual  expenses  of  a  commercial  establish- 
;nt,  your  memorialists  conceive  it  to  be  rendered 
ident,  that  they  are  the  means  of  transferring 
im  the  resident  merchants  to  foreigners,  the  su- 
rior  advantages  of  a  market,  which  is  created 
d  kept  up  by  the  concentration  of  our  citizens, 
a  great  expense,  without  contributing,  in  any 
iterial  degree,  to  support  the  public  burdens,  or 
maintain  the  marketj  by  keeping  the  citizens 
1  capital  together,  which  constitute  it.  If  the 
;ire  trade  of  one  of  ^ur  large  commercial  cities 
re  forced  through  one  great  auction  establish* 
nt,  the  consequences  would  be  still  more  seri- 
^ly  felt;. so  your  memorialists  apprehend,  in 
•portion  as  the  trade  verses  into,  and  becoines 
bodied,  and  monopolized  by  a  few,  as  it  now 
inder  the  auction  system,  that  the  profits  and 
oluments  of  it,  which  are  now  carried  off  by 
owners  of  foreign  merchandise  residing  abroad, 
1  be  rendered  less  beneficial  to  all  other  parts 
;he  community. 

f  it  be  true  that  a  division  of  capital,  extending 
n  a  few  to  the  many,  increases  the  productive- 
s  of  it,  it  must  be  equally  correct  that  the  divi- 
I  of  business  and  its  emoluments  operates  in 
same  way,  and  with  equal  benefit*  In  some  of 
commercial  cities,  your  memorialists  beg  leave 
lotice,  that  the  auction  business  exists  under 

patronage  of  the'  State  authority,  and  the 
nber  of  auctioneers  is  limited  entirely  by  the 
isure  of  it.  From  the*  heavy  current  of  busi- 
s  which  this  eminent  advantaffe  secures  to 
n.  they  are  raised  above  the  rivalship  of  other 
'cnants   in    effecting   also  extensive   private 


«. 


?he  whole  expenses  of  resident  merchants^  to- 
iler with  all  their  surplus  profits,  being  retained 
he  same  community,  contribute  in  retarn,  and 
I  very  considerable  degree,  to  support  the  ar- 


tists and  laboring  classes  of  our  towns  and  to 
furnish  the  agriculturists  of  our  country  with  the 
means  of  supplying  themselves  with  such  articles 
of  foreign  and  domestic  manufactured  goods  as 
are  essential  to  their  convenience,  each  derivinj^ 
some  benefit  from  the  services  and  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  other,  and  thus  a  general  improvement 
results  from  the  labor  of  all.  But  under  the  auc- 
tion system  of  trade^  nothing  is  felt  but  the  com- 
mission of  the  auctioneer,  and  in  some  cities  a 
small  corporation  tax ;  whilst  all  the  profits  which 
arise  from  that  heavy  proportion  ol  it,  done  oQP 
account  of  foreign  houses,  become  withdrawn  as 
soon  as  they  are  realized.  This  class  of  profits, 
it  is  known  to  practical  men,  has  proved  to  be 
verv  extensive. 

When  the  business  of  a  foreign  house,  having 
all  the  advantage  of  the  market,  is  done  at  so 
much  less  expense  than  that  of  a  resident  mer- 
chant, who  sustains  the  very  same  market,  it  may 
reasonably  be  apprehended*^  that  the  auction  sys- 
tem will  continue  to  encroach  upon  the  regular 
trade,  until  it  shall  ultiinately  extinguish  it ;  and 
thus  put  out  of  employment,  or  contmae  to  render 
unemployed,  a  vast  amount  of  property,  and  with 
it  a  considerable  number  of  merchants,  and  per- 
sons of  other  pursuits. 

Turning  from  the  direct  pecuniary  considera- 
tions of  the  case,  your  memorialists  would  also 
beg  leave  to  plaee  under  your  view  some  of  the 
immoral  consequences  which  are  produced  by  the 
auction  system  of  trade.  Under  it,  great  irregu- 
larity and  artificial  excitements  are  produced  on 
the  market,  which  lead  our  trading  communityi 
more  especially  the  junior  class  of  merchams, 
whose  soundness  of  principle  it  would  appear  to 
be  the  true  policy  to  foster,  from  the  sober  calcu- 
lations of  integrity,  predicated  upon  the  cost  and 
regular  consuming  demand  for  commodities,  into 
rash  adventure  and  habits  of  chance,  which  bear 
a  greater  affinity  to  gambling  than  to  commerce 
or  trade.  The  most  artful  generally  overcome 
the  more  honest  in  the  operations  of  scheme  and 
hazard ;  and  when^  under  a  CQrresponding|depre^ 
sion  of  market,  which  generally  follows  a  previous 
excitement,  the  weaker  class  become  oppressed  or 
broken  down,  and  the  strong  become  injured,  the 
auction  system  offers  its  ready  aid,  to  lead  into . 
depravity  those  whq  might  otherwise,  by  a  timely 
arrangement  with  their  creditors,' at  least  have 
retained  their  reputations  for  honesty. 

Merchants,  who  become  a  little  embarrassed 
from  a  course  of  trade  ao  confused,  and  who,  un-  • 
der  a  hope  of  recovering  their  strength,  are  allured 
to  purchase  qn  credit  from  regular  houses,  convey 
the  goods  secretly  to  auction,  and  pledge  them 
for  money  at  a  heavy  usurious  interest,  to  be  thus 
absorbed  by  expenses,  or  forced  off  at  a  sacrifice, 
without  the  presence  of  a  fair  demand ;  and  if  a 
commercial  friend  is  to  be  secured  for  his  endone- 
ments  at  bank,  or  for  his  endorsements  for  pur- 
chases at  auction  of  merchandise  frequently  owned 
abroad,  the  regular  resident  trader  is  here  again 
exposed  to  the  hazard  of  being  defrauded  in  this 
way,  bv  the  inclination  of  the  purchaser  to  satisfy 
what  may  be  a  foreign   debt,  and  the  auction 
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again  lends  its  aid  to  carry  on  and  cover  the  frau- 
dulent operation. 

These  practiQes,  when  once  begun,  are  fre- 
quently repeated ;  and,  taken  in  connexion  with 
tne  other  destructive  means  of  raising  funds, 
convey  more  merchants  to  ruin,  after  the  first 
stages  of  embarrassipent,  than  all  their  losses  on 
a  regular  trade ;  and  exhibit,  at  one  view,  the 
principal  cause  why  the  commercial  failures,  in 
our  large  cities,  are  more  iVequent,  more  desperate, 
and  involve  more  depravity^  than  in  the  countrjr, 
where  the  operations  of  trading  men  do  not  admit 
of  the  same  concealment.  Thus,  it  appears,  that 
the  auction  system  derives  a  part  of  its  sustenance 
from  the  victims  of  ruin  produced  by  its  own  de- 
structive operations. 

Another  great  evil  which  your  memorialists 
would  urge,  as  growing  out  of  this  system,  is  the 
injury  it  occasions  to  the  revenue.  The  Ameri- 
can merchant,  in  making  his  purchases  in  Europe, 
is  obliged  to  pay  the  manufacturer's  profit,  and, 
in  many  instances,  the  factor's  profit ;  he  must 
employ  an  agent,  who  charges  a  commission,  and 
is  sdbjected  to  various  other  expenses  which  the 
foreign  manufacturer  can  avoid ;  upon  all  of  which 
he  pays  a  duty  to  Government :  Wherea&  there 
is  too  much  (eason  to  believe,  that  the  foreign 
manufacturer  does,  in  manv  instances,  pass  his  fa- 
brics through  our  custom  houses  at  the  net  man- 
ufactured cost,  and  thus  pays  considerably  less 
duty,  than  the  resident  importer  pays  on  the  same 
mr^cles.  By  these  means,  he  is  actually. enabled 
to  vend  his  productions  in  the  American  markets, 
at  less  than  the  same  goods  could  be  imported  by 
our  own  citizens,  and  yet  secure  a  profit.  The 
confidential  and  intimate  connexion  which  exists 
between  some  of  the  auction  establishments  of 
this  eountrv  and  the  manufacturers  in  Europe, 
facilitates  these  operations,  and  contributes,  effec- 
tually, to  drive  the  American  merchant  out  of  the 
market ;  while  it  also  greatly  affects  the  revenue 
of  the  United  States,  by  reducing  it  much  below 
what  it  would  be,  were  the  ^me  goods  imported 
bv  our  own  citizens.  This  course  of  business 
also  throws  the  whole  profits  of  the  trade  into  the 
hands  of  foreigners  residing  abroad,  to  the  great 
impoverishment  of  our  own  country,  and  increase 
of  the  balance  against  it. 

Considering,  therefore,  as  the  auction  system 
of  business  cannot,  from  its  own  nature,  afford  anv 
peculiar  profit  or  emolument,  or  any  peculiar  ad- 
vantages to  a  trading  community;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  it  must  have  a  tendency  to  vitiate 
the  commercial  system,  in  various  respects,  by 
encouragine  gambling  in  trade,  and  impairing 
the  general  l^nefit  by  its  monopolizing  effects; 
and  that  it  does,  as  now  conducted  in  the  United 
States,  most  certainly  transfer  a  great  proportion 
of  the  advantages  and  profiuof  business  from  our 
resident  merchants  to  foreigners ;  who,  by  with- 
drawing their  profits,  as  soon  as  they  are  realized, 
leave  an  impression,  to  be  felt  on  every  other 
branch  of  interest  in  the  community ;  and  that 
the  public  revenue  suffers  materially,  both  in  its 
amount  and  security ;  vour  memorialisu^respect- 
fully  pray  your  honorable  bodies  to  impose  a  duty 


of  ten  per  centum  on  sales  bv  sQction,  excqit^ 
the  effects  of  bankrupts,  and  deceased  penoa 
goods  sold  for  the  beneiii  of  under  wmeis,ibip|iiu, 
and  real  estate. 


MEMORIAL 


Of  the  farmers y  mamtfaehtrenj  mtdam^vdw- 
chanUf  of  the  comUy  of  Ramdaer^  is  (k Sodof 
New  Yorky  prayimg  for  a  reniiontftkTmf^ 
January  26, 1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  BflpmestatiTCiiilke 
United  States  in  Coognsi  iMemlilcd: 

The  memorial  of  the  farmers,  misofictn^ 
mechanics,  and  merchants,  of  the  cooDtj  of  ibi> 
selaer,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  respeciiBBT 
showeth :  -^ 

That  the  staple  commodities  of  titis  dbtrx! 
of  country  are,  provisions,  breadstDfi,vDol,w 
flax ;  that  the  respective  values  of  these  comnot 
ties,  in  market,  do  not  furnish  a  fairooopeoaiiK 
to  the  producers;  and,  that  the  caoie  of  tksi^ 

Eression  of  prices  is  the  limited  deaiud,>botbi 
ome  and  abroad,  .which,  when  dolr  sopplxi 
leaves  a  great  surplus  on  our  hands.  Nov,  if ^ 
labor  of  a  country  be  the  source  of  itswddi;  ui 
if  that  labor  has  been  employed  in  prodKugi 
surplus  which  is  without  valoe,  then  liisi^tcooa- 
try  susuined  an  injury,  byan  unwise diRciio&ol 
its  labor. 

The  great  body  of  your  memorialiiti  m  fa- 
men.  From  the  beginning  of  thesepuit^iode 
pendent  existence  of  this  natioD,  uotil  vitiiifl> 
few  years  past,  the  condition  of  BoropevKsxi 
that  the  producu  of  the  land  of  this  comtrr fond 
a  ready  market,  and  lucrative  prices.  Dono^ 
long  and  wastitag  wars  in  that  ptrt  of  tiievoiic, 
the  nations  there  had  so  large  a  porttoDof  Uor 
population  transformed  from  prodoeen  iBioas* 
sumers,  that,  after  consuming  the  pnxtoeti  of  im: 
own  soilj.they  still  required  addidooai<tt#«>i" 
extensive  as  to  consume,  also,  ihtarfias  prvddfi 
of  American  agriculture.  The  popeiiitioo  of ow 
country,  moreover,  was  at  that  one  ihis ;  mdwK 
cheap;  the  augmenting  nuobos  of  the  people 
found  ample  room,  and  easily  ^^^  ^^^^ 
surface  of  the  territory ;  the  new  soil  wis  i«W«; 
little  skill  was  requisite;  and  beilth,udioW 
habits,  were  nearly  all  thecapiuithiiwinwed* 
The  nation  was,  at  the  same  lim^  Beuwl;  is 
our  nercbants  had  full  emplofiaeBt  is  ein» 
In  such  a  state  of  thing*,  the  labor  of  ihneo«'! 
was  profitably  employed  in  two  pnocipsl  w!| 
and,  in  those  two  ways,  that  labor  was  sdto* 
to  produce  a  degree  of  general  ppospeniyi^ 
exci'^ded 

But  that  state  of  things  has  passed  a^f-  J.i[ 
general  settlement  of  the  affairs  of  Borope,  r^ 
peace  of  1816,  reconverted  the  nations  thertPs 
consumers  into  producers.  _^t  m^ 

The  vast  amount  of  labor  disengaged  roacr 
operations  of  war,  and  directed  to  ibecolunj* 
of  the  land,  together  with  the  cbctpD«s  oi » 
labof,  and  tk«  skill  with  which  it  was  diite(» 
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roduced  such  an  abcrodaiice  of  supply  as  to  drive 
ur  productions  out  of  their  markets,  and,  in  some 
sstances,  to  fellow  them  to  our  own  shores. 
?here  is,  therefore,  at  this  time,  and  there  has 
een  for  several  years,  an  over-supply  of  the  pro- 
acts  of  agriculture — they  have  glutted  the  mar- 
ets  of  the  world.  This  want  of  a  foreign  market 
as  not  been  supplied  at  home;  for  oar  own  pro- 
ucers  have  increased  in  a  far  greater  ratio  tnan 
ur  consumers;  and  the  consequences  have  been, 
)  this  part  of  the  country,  a  universal  depression 
r  prices,  depreciation  of  the  value  of  land,  a  slug- 
lish  circulation,  general  embarrassment,  frequent 
lerifiPs  sales,  and  ruin.  These  ill  consequences, 
lougb  experienced  most  extensively  by  our  far- 
mers, have  not  been  confined  to  them.  They 
ave  been  felt  by  the  mechanics,  the  laborers,  the 
lerchants,  and  the  professional  men.  Farmers 
ould  not  afford  to  hire  laborers,  to  produce  what 
ould  not  be  sold;  and  neither  could  afford  to 
uy  of  the  merchant  commodities  for  which  he 
ould  not  pay.  The  spirit  of  enterprise  was 
becked.  No  new  houses  and  barns,  and  no  new 
aaplementa  of  tillage,  were  wanted.  There  were 
Ireadv  more  than  enough  of  these;  for,  nothing 
ould  be  done  with  them,  except  to  produce,  and 
3  shelter,  what  had  lost  its  value.    New  lands,  to 

great  degree,, ceased  to  be  cleared;  new  eon- 
racts  ceased  to  be  made ;  and,  from  this  general 
aaction,  the  mechanic  lost  his  wages,  and  the 
rofessional  man  his  fee3.  Such  is,  and  has  fot 
ome  time  been,  the  general  situation  of  these 
forth  em  and  Eastern  States. 

Now,  the  mode  of  reioaoving  theie  burdensome 
ffects,  to  your  memorialists  appears  perfectly 
•lain.  The  condition  of  things  among  us  calls 
3r  the  introduction,  and  permanent  establishment, 
f  new  departments  of  labor,  in  order  to  complete 
\ke  organization  of  the  social  state,  and  open  to 
be  career  of  an  ingenious  people  new  objects  of 
nterprise;  new  subjects  for  the  beneficial  exer- 
ise  of  their  faculties,  and  (Employment  of  their 
leans.  In  short,  a  mafiufisctwriftff  population  is 
ceded.  A  portion  of  the  community,  now  en- 
aged  in  producing,  or  to  be  so  engaged  as  time 
dvances,  must  be  converted,  exclusively  into 
ibricators  and  consumers,  or  the  country  will  be 
verwhelmed  with  an  enormous  mass  of  surplus, 
rbich  it  cannot  throw  off,  and  become  palsied 
rom  a  stagnant  circulation.  Human  industry  is 
atorally  distributed,  with  the  advancement  of 
Dciety,  into  certain  great  departments  of  labor; 
nd  such  distribution  cannot  be  long  prevented, 
rithout  essentially  retarding  that  advancement. 
[*he  ultimate,  permanent  order  of  Mature  is,  the 
iroductions  of  the  earth,  '*  all-bearing  mother," 
Tst ;  next,  the  modification  of  those  productions, 
a  such  forms  as  may  best  adapt  them  to  use  and 
njoyment;  and,  last,  mutual  exchanges  of  all. 
connected  with  these  great  departments  of  indus- 
ry,  and  dependent  upon  them,  are  the  mechanical 
;Dd  professional  occupations.  In  this  country, 
•wing  to  circumstances  in  the  situation  of  the 
vorld  already  suggested,  we  have  hitherto  disre* 
;arded  this  order ;  and,  for  a  time,  we  found  benefit 
a  merely  prodQcing  and  ezcbangiog.    But  the 


time  has  at  last  come — and  it  is  indicated  by  the 
general  cry  for  help,  now  rising  from  the  great 
majority  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  both  these 
departments  of  industry — for  the  establishment 
of  the  other,  completion  of  the  machinery  of  so- 
ciety. 

Your  memorialists  are  aware  that  the  main  dif- 
ficulties in  the  way  of  doing  this  are  the  prejudices, 
the  habits  of  thinking  and  acting,  which  origina- 
ted  in  the  period  of  our  history  already  referred  to. 
The  opinions  then  adopted,  and  which  were  then 
proper,  have  been  reluctant  to  yield  to  the  evidence 
that  those  times  have  forever  passed  away.  But 
that  evidence  has  now  so  accumulated  that  the 
most  slow  of  faith  begin  to  believe  that  a  new 
distribution  of  the  laK>r  of  the  country  must  be 
made,  or  the  prosperity  of  the  country  must  be 
seriously  impaired^ 

These  truths  are^so  plain — ^they  have  been  forced 
upon  your  memorialists  by  such  impressive  expe- 
rience— that  your  memorialists  cannot  but  believe 
that  your  honorable  body  will  listen,  examine,  and 
be  convinced.  This  request  of  your  memorialists 
is  not  the  sinister  prayer  of  a  few  individuals,  nor 
of  a  small  and  distinct  class,  having  only  a  petty 
stake  in  society ;  it  is  the  united  voice  of  the  mass 
ojf  the  people,  in  all  the  callings  of  life ;  and  it  is 
occasioned  by  a  4:ommunity  of  embarrassment 
never  known  among  us  till  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope quitted  war  for  work,  and  left  us  without  a 
market. 

A  market,  therefore,  is  our  great  want.  How 
is  this  to  be  obtained  1  In  the  opinion  of  vour 
memorialists,  it  is  to  be  obtained  only  by  such'aa 
increase  of  duties  on  the  importations  of  those  for- 
eign fabrics  ^f  which  the  raw  material  is,  or  can 
be,  easily  and  abundant!  jr  procured  a(  home,  as  will  • 
encourase  a  diversion  of  a  part  of  oar  own  capi-  ' 
tal  and  labor  to  the  manufacture  of  them.  The 
old  doctrine  is,  we  are  aware,  that  no  nation  is 
ready  to  manufacture  until  its  population  has  so 
multiplied  that  there  are  more  hands  than  lands. 
But  this  is  fallacious.  The  true  test  of  the  fact 
whether  a  nation  be  ready  to  manufacture,  is  not, 
drawn  from  the  comparison  of  the  number  of  its 
people  with  the  quantity^  of  its  land,  but  frdm 
the  comparison  of  it9  ability  to  produce  with  its 
opportunity  to  sell :  or,  in  other  words,  the  true 
test  is,  the  relation  of  demand  and  supply.  It 
may,  indeed,  happen,  that,  while  there  are  fewer 
hands  than  lanas,  the  cultivation  of  the  latter 
will  be  the  most  beneficial  appropriation  of  a  na- 
tion's labor ;  but  it  may,  abo,  be  otherwise ;  so 
that  the  first  mentioned  comparison  does  not  fur- 
nish the  true  criterion,  and  the  example  of  onr 
own  countrjr  has  now  demonstrated  both  parts  of 
this  proposition.  At  first,  our  ability  to  supply 
was  not  as  great  as  our  opportunity  to  sell ;  and 
all  that  we  could  produce  found  a  profitable  mar- 
ket. Now,  we  cannot  dispose  or  half  that  we 
can  supply,  and  a  general  agricultural  languor 
pervades  the  country.  But  to  restore  the  country 
from  this  universal  inanition,  by  the  introduction 
of  manufactures^  requires  the  interposition  of  the 
Legislative  power  of  the  nation.  This  interpo- 
sition is  neceisary,  because,  mthout  protectug 
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duties,  the  manuiactorers  of  Europe,  with  tbetr 
enorbious  capital  and  exquisite  skiH,  can  manu- 
facture 30  ecoDomicaliy  as  to  defeat  our  infant 
attempts  by  their  competition.  They  can^and  do 
throw  such  quantities  of  their  fabrics  into  our 
markets,  and  force  them  upon  us  at  such  low 
prices,  that  our  smaller  capitalists,  with  their  less 
skilful  artisans,  cannot  establish  their  factories, 
and  save  themselves  irom  ruin.  This  competition 
can  never  be  sustained  without^ protecting  duties 
in  the  outset,  nor  until  experience  and  skill  shall 
have  introduced  economy,  and  the  business  of 
manufacturing  shall  have  become  so  extensive 
that  small  profits  shall  make  large  amounts ;  be* 
cause,  no  prudent  man  will  hazard  his  property, 
under  existing  circumstances,  in  a  contest  with 
those  who  can  wield  means  so  much  more  exten- 
sive. Even  if  our  domestic  attempts  should  be 
made,  in  the  beginning,  with  some  prospect  of 
success,  yet  they  would  soon  be  borne  down  by 
the  foreign  manufacturers ;  for,  such  is  the  state 
of  society  in  the  great  manufacturing  countries  of 
Europe,  every  department  of  industry  is  so  crowd- 
ed, so  much  capital  is  invested  in  each,  and  the 
obstacles  to  a  different  investment  are  so  insur- 
mountable ,that  the  manufactuier  must  continue 
to  manufacture,  at  the  most  penurious  prices,  or 
go  to  ruin ;  for  he  cannot  change  his  occupation, 
when  every  other  department  of  labor  is  as  much 
crowded  as  his  own. 

This  state  of  things  is  necesssarily  growing 
worse,  because  the  ability  to  manufacture  is  in- 
creasinff  in  Europe  in  a  far  greater  ratio  than  the 
demaod  for  coosumptioD,  in  consiequence  of  the 
improvement  and  multiplication  of  machinery. 
It  IS,  therefore,  the  interest  of  those  manufac- 
>  turers  to  sell  at  the  lowest  possible  rates,  and  force 
their  goods  off,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  com- 
I>etition,  in  every  direction,  though,  at  the  same 
time,  they  cannot  consume  the  tithe  of  the  pro- 
ducts which  are  supplied.  The  contequences  of 
this  state  of  things  are,  poverty  among  the  agri- 
cultural nations,  and  wealth  and  power  among  the 
manutacturing  ones.  If  our  mai^ufacturers  could 
be  protected  from  this  overbearing  competition 
until  they  shoald  have  acquired  experience  and 
«kill  sufficient  for  economy,  they  could  then  sus- 
tain the  competition  from  abroad ;  and  the  com- 
petition at  home  would  fast  reduce  prices  to  their 
present  general  standard,  or  lower.  It  is  urged, 
we  know,  by  those  who  oppose  our  views,  that  it 
is  unjust  to  raise  prices  upon  the  majority  of  the 
community,  by  diminishing  competition,  through 
the  medium  of  protecting  duties,  or  in  any  other 
way,  for  the  benefit  of  a  «mall  class.  But  this 
objection  is  deceptive  and  unsound.  In  the  first 
place,  though  appareptly  true  in  terms,  it  is,  ner- 
ertbeless,  substantially  false.  The  gre«t  body  of 
your  OMmorialists,  as  has  already  been  stated,  are 
farmers,  and,  though  the  immediate  benefit  of 
the  permanent  and  effectual  protection  of  man- 
vfactures  would  be  felt  by  those  who  are  en- 
caged in  manufacturing,  yet  the  ultimate,  and  by 
far  the  most  important  benefit  would  be  experi- 
enced by  society  at  large ;  and  it  is  precisely  fof 
the  sake  of  the  latter  that  we  ask  protection  for 


the  former.    It  is,  moreover,  a  fact  which 
not  be  questioned,  that  the  low  prices  which  at 
present  form  the  great  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
our  domestic  manufacturers  are,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, caused  by  even  the  unskilful  and  hazard- 
ous attempts  of  those  very  manufactuier^  with 
the  present  protection,  to  supplv  their  coootrf- 
men ;  and  we  would  seriously  ask  if  they  are  not 
entitled  to  some  consideration  on  that  aeconnt? 
Take  away  this  domestic  attempt  to  ma&afae- 
ture;  let  foreign  manufacturers  know  that  there 
was  no  design  in  this  country  to  ennge  m  neh 
business;  and  soon  would  the  prices  oi  imparted 
goods  rise  to  such  a  height  as  would  be  an  aa^ 
remuneration  to  our  manufacturers,  if  they  co«^ 
now  receive  them ;  because,  the  charges  an  forep 
goods,  for  transportation,  first  of  the  raw  mate- 
rial, then  of  the  manufactured  article,  with  a 
great  variety  of  incidental  charges,  would  be 
saved  to  our  own  manufacturers,  and,  coas^ 
quently,  to  our  consumers.    But  allow  that  pnee 
would  be  raised;  it  would  only  be  for  a  shtst 
time.     Our,  artisans  would  soon    acquire  sfali 
enough  to  reduce  the  expense  of  faWicatioa ;  aad 
the  adoption  of  those  economical  modes  of  oa- 
ducting  the  business  which  experience  woul3  sug- 
gest, and  to  which  domestic  competition  woo^ 
urge  our  proprietors,  would   soon   bring  damn 
prices ;  and  the  consumer  would  sbortfr  he  u 
cheaply  supplied  as  he  now  is,  with  taeaieobhic 
advantage  of  a  permanent,  jstead v,  and  iacreuittg 
market  open  for  his  raw  materials,  his  ptorisjoas, 
and  hjs  breadstuffs.*    Besides,  if  the  prices  paid  to 
manufacturers  were  raised,  so  would  bethepciees 
paid  to  the  farmers,  and  the  mechanics^  aid  all 
others;  and  high  prices,  both  for  buy ing  aad  sell- 
ing, are  better  than  low  prices,  cTcn  if  the  saoie 
relative  proportion  obtains  in  the  respective  cases. 
But,  on  this  subject,  we  are  not  left  ncKly  lo 
general  reasoning,  nor  to  the  unsupported  asser- 
tions of  interested  individuals.     The  expericsee  of 
the  countcy,  in  this  respect,  though  not  eztenstve^ 
is  perfectly  decisive.    In  1816,  the  mioiiDam  pike, 
upon  which  duty  should  be  charged^  of  a  square 
yard  of  white  cotton  cloth,  was  fixed  at  tweorf- 
&ye  cenu.    The  wholesome  effects  of  this  wise 
measure,  which  were,  the  investment  of  capital, 
the  production  of  skill,  and  the  cxcitemcat  of 
competition  in  the  manufacture,  aie  too  weU 
known  to  need  elucidation.    Eroy  man't  experi- 
ence has  informed  him  that  the  coarse  cotmas 
now  manufactured  in  this  countr^r,  are  both  sape 
rior  in  quality,  and  inferior  in  price,  to  any  simi- 
lar article  ever  imported.    The  benefit  of  thii 
result  has  been  most  extensirely  experienced  \f! 
the  grower  of  the  raw  material:  for,  while  he  Ins 
enlarged  his  market  for  his  cotton,  he  baskea 
able  to  procure  a  better  and  cheaper  article  £x 
consumption..  The  extent  of  this  benefit  u>  tke 
Southern  cotton  planter  may  be  illostraied  hf  tke 
fact  that,  whereas,  in  1810,  these  were  purcl^se^ 
and  wrought,  in  our  Northm  &ctories,  only  abeas 
three  mUlion  pounds  of  raw  cotton,  there  are  bsw 
purchased,  and  manufactured,  not  far  from  thktf 
million  pounds,  or  about  one  quarter  of  ail  t^ 
I  cotton  produced  in  the  country. 
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Now,  coDfidiog  in  experience  as  the  great  trier 
)f  truth,  and  impelled  by  the  general  depression 
)rthe  agricultural,  and,  by  necessary  consequence, 
)f  all  the  other  interests  of  the  North,  we  ask, 
irst,  ibr  an  increase  of  duty  on  the  importation  of 
;70ollen  fabrics. 

All  this  northern  section  of  the  Union,  especi- 
illy  the  State  of  New  York,  is  peculiarly  well 
idapted,  by  nature,  to  the  raising  of  sheep.  Wool 
s  a  raw  material  that  can  here  be  supplied  in 
bundance^  and  with  ease;  but  there  are  none  to 
•uy  it.  We  wish  the  establishment  of  woollen  fac- 
ories,  so  that  we  can  convert  some  of  our  arable 
Qto  pasture,  and  diminish  the  surplus  of  our  bread- 
tuffs  and  provisions;  sell  that  diminished  surplus 
or  more  than  the  whole  original  quantity  would 
iring;  and,  by  gradually  raising  up  a  body  of 
onsumers,  io  the  shape  of  a  manufacturing  popu- 
ation,  sell  to  those  consumers  an  article  that  will 
iring  us  profit;  that  will  furnish  our  countrymen, 
s  well  as  ourselves,  with  cheaper  and  better 
lothing  than  they  can  now  procure,  and  set  all 
lasses  of  society  prosperously  at  work  again.  To 
\o  this,  we  respectfully  ask  the  duty  on  imported 
voollen  fabrics  to  be  raised  fifty  per  centum ;  and 
hat  a  minimum  price,  on  which  duty  shall  be 
barged,  be  fixed  at  from  eighty  to  a  hundred  and 
wenty  cents  for  the  square  yard  of  woollen  cloth. 
Jpoo  similar  principles,  and  relying  upon  experi- 
nce  for  our  guide,  we  also  ask  an  increase  of 
uty  on  imported  iron.  There  are  beds  of  iron 
re,  distributed  in  various  parts  of  these  Northern 
nd  Middle  States,  sufficiently  extensive  to  supply 
11  nations,  and  the  ore  is  surpassed,  in  richness 
nd  quality,  by  none  in  the  world.  These  ore- 
teds  are  found,  for  the  most  part,  in  hilly  and 
lountainous  regions,  of  little  or  no  value  for 
gricultural  purposes,  but  abounding  with  fuel, 
nd  with  water.  Nature  is  waiting  for  us,  the 
rants  of  the  cpmrounity  are  urging  us,  to  appro- 
riate  these  copious  sources  of  wealth  and  strength 
3  the  public  welfare.  But  here,  again,  as  in  the 
ase  of  wool,  foreign  competition  prevents  the 
xteosion  of  those  establishments,  which  would 
on  vert  our  vast  bodies  of  ore,  now  wholly  witb- 
ut  value,  into  riches.  Next  to  wool  in  imporl- 
nce,  in  this  connexion,  aiui  in  this  part  of  the 
ountry,  is  iron.  Besides  its  essential  use  as  the 
reat  weapon  of  national  defence,  it  is  the  great  in- 
trumeqt  of  peaceful  industry;  and  it  is  passing 
3 to  use  in  many  new  forms.  The  improved 
loughs,  for  example^  are  almost  wholly  made  of 
roQ  ;  and  this  use  6t  the  metal  has  enhanced  its 
mportance  to  agriculture  in  an  incalculable xatio. 
?hough  the  first  effect  of  protection  in  this  case, 
s  in  others,  would  probably  be  an  augmentation 
f  the  nominal  price,  yet  the  next  and  speedy 
ffect  would  be,  beyond  a  doubt,  the  reduction  of 
bat  price  to,  at  least,  its  present  minimum 
mount,  by  the  operation  of  competition  and  skill 
t  home.  Indeed,  such  is  the  abundance  of  our 
ire,  and  the  natural  facilities  of  the  country  for 
oieltiog  and  manufacturing  it,,  that  it  would  be 
pasonable  to  expect  that  an  article,  of  which  the 
ransporiation  forms  sa  larse  a  part  of  its  cost  to 
tie  consumer,  would  soon  be  afforded,  if  manu- 

18th  Con.  1st  SEas.— 99 


factured  at  home,  lower  than  foreign  iron,  and,  at 
the  same  time^  bring  a  lucrative  compensation  to 
the  manufacturer.  Besides  its  direct  importance 
to  agriculture,  and  to  the  various  mechanical  and 
household  uses  to  which  iron  is  appropriated,  the 
increased  production  of  it  among  us  would  essen- 
tiallv  benefit  the  community,  through  the  medium 
of  tfie  woollen  and  cotton  factories.  The  iron 
machinery  of  such  establishments  constitutes  a 
large  pUrt  of  their  expense,  by  diminishing  the 
amount  of  which,  the  labrics  therein  made  could, 
plainly,  be  afforded  at  cheaper  rates  to  the  con- 
sumer. On  imported  bar-iron,  therefore,  we  ask 
an  increase  of  duty  of  fen  dollars  per  ton ;  and 
snob  additional  duty  npon  other  heavy  articles 
manufactured  of  iron,  as  shall  furnish  an  equally 
effectual  protection  to  the  manufacturer  of  them 
at  home. 

The  article  of  tallow,  too,  is  one  in  which  our 
farmers  have  an  extensive  interest.  The  average' 
importation  of  tallow,  for  the  three  years  ending 
with  1822,  was  upwards  of  4,000,000  pounds. 
This  was  equal  to  the  tallow  produced  by  some- 
what more  than  80,000  head  of  cattle,  averaging 
fifty  pounds  of  tallow  each.  Thus,  in jpur^anee 
of  the  policy,  which,  under  pretence  of  avoiding 
monopolies,  of  not  conferring  peculiar  privileges 
on  one  class,  of  protecting  agriculture  rather  than 
manafaotures,  the  farmers  of  the  United  States, 
with  lands  beyond  their  utmost  ability  to  till  pro- 
fitably, have  been  purchasing  pasture  and  corn 
abroad,  for  more  than  80,000  head  of  cattle,  and 
then  buying  the  tallow  which  all  those  cattle 
could  produce.  Is  it  wise  thus  to  pay  to  foreign 
^raxiers  the  money  which  should  go  to  our  own 
farmers?  or  should  we  thus  encourage  foreign 
industry,  when  our  own  is  suffering  ? 

Having  experienced  the  good  effects  of  protect- 
ing duties  in  the  manufacture  of  coarse  cotton 
fabrics,  your  memorialists  believe  the  time  has 
arrived  for  some  additional  duty  on  foreign  cot- 
tons, so  as  to  encourage  the  manufacture,  at  home, 
of  the  finer  fabrics  of  this  material;, and,  for  thia 
purpose,  we  would  suggest  that  tlie  miaimuni' 
price,  on  which  duty  shall  be  charged,  be  fixed  at 
33  cents  for  the  square  yard  of  cotton  cloth.  Ii| 
this  connexion,  we  would  also  observe,  that  the 
printing  of  cotton  goods  is  becoming  an  object  of 
importance  to  the  country.  The  South  Americaa 
market  is  about  to  be  open  to  us,  and  the  printed 
cottons  are  most  valuable  in  that  market.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  wise,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
memorialists,  to  encourage  that  branch  of  the 
business. 

Before  concluding  this  application  to  your  hon- 
orable body,  we  .would  also  observe^  that,  in  ad- 
dition to  our  conviction  of  the  sound  policy  of 
granting^  further  protection  to  our  domestic .in- 
ustry,  in  the  modes  above  recommended,  your 
memorialists  cannot  but  think  we  have  a  strong 
claim  upon  the  equal  justice  of  your  honorable 
body.  The  protecting  duties  hitherto  laid  by  GrOT- 
ernment,  as  far  as  they  have  been  connected  with 
agriculture,  have  chiefly  aided  the  agriculture  of 
the  Southern  States.  That  such  aid  has  been  ex- 
tended to  our  Southern  brethren  is  gratifying  to. 
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usj  as  members  of  the  same  Confederacy^ ;  but,  we 
thiak,  at  tlie  same  time,  that  it  fairly  authorizes 
the  expectation  that  a  similar  paternal  policy  will 
be  extended  to  the  agriculture  of  the  North. 

BETHEL  MATTER,  Chaiman. 

Geo.  M.  Tibbits,  Sec'rp, 


MEMORIAL 


0/  sundry  inhabitants  of  Fettrsburg^  in  Virginia^ 
vpon  the  subject  of  the  proposed  tariff, — February 
20,  1824. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Petersburg,  held 
at  the  Courthouse,  on  Friday,  the  13th  February, 
1824,  called  by  the  Mayor,  to  receive  the  report 
of  the  committee  to  whom  had  been  referred,  at 
ft  prerious  meeting,  a  letter  from  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  New  York,  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  tariff  of  duties  at  present  under  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress,  John  H>  Brown,  Mayor,  in 
the  chair,  and  Edward  Pescud  secretary — 

I^octor  Thomas  Robinson,  from  said  committee, 
presented  the  following  memorial,  which,  after 
oetng  read,  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  copies 
ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Representatives 
from  this  district,  as  well  as  to  each  of  the  Sena- 
tors apd  Representatives  from  Virginia  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States ;  and  likewise  to 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  and  other  principal  cities  of  the  Union : 

Your  memorialists,  the  merchants  of  Petersburg, 
Virginia,  obtrude  their  sentiments  on  your  honor- 
able House  a  second  time  with  reluctance,  on  the 
subject  of  the  tariff  duties ;  but  the  persevering 
•elnsbness  of  our  manufacturing  associations,  de- 
manding nothing  less  than  the  annihilation  of  the 
mercantile  and  agricultural  interests  of  the  nation, 
to  promote  their  own  schemes  of  rapid  aggrandize- 
ment, leave  us  no  other  alternative  than  either  to 
Appeal  to  the  wisdom  of  our  representatives^  or 
appear,  by  o^r  silence,  to  acquiesce  in  a  measure 
01  the  most  ruinous  tendency;  for  such  we  con- 
ceive the  bill  for  the  alteration  of  the  tariff  duties, 
BOW  before  your  honorable  body,  to  be.  The 
ablest  statesmen,  both  theoretical  and  practical,  of 
the  commercial  nations  of  Europe,  have  acknowl- 
edged, nay  demonstrated,  that  every  interference 
of  government  to  direct  or  regulate  the  employ- 
ment of  private  capital  or  enterprise,  has  been  at- 
tended with  mischief.  They  deplore  the  evils  in 
which  those  nations  have  been  involved  bv  pur- 
suing a  system  of  bounties,  monopolies,  ana  pro- 
tecting duties,  and  are  endeavoring  to  retrace  tneir 
steps  at  the  very  moment  our  legislators  are  in- 
vited to  involve  themselves  in  the  same  labyrinth. 
But'We  do  not  abject  to  the  projected  tariff  merely 
on  this  general,  though  strong  ground,  the  experi- 
ence of  other  nations-.  We  object,  first,  that  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  did  not,  with  the 
power  of  regulating,  receive  from  our  Constitution 
also  the  power  of  annihilating  foreign  commerce; 
such  as  IS  evidently  the  tendency,  and  such  as,  of 
course,  we  believe  to  be  theintentof  the  bill  in  ques- 
tion.   We  believe  that  the  power  of  regulating 


foreign  commerce  was  conceded  for  a  difioeat 
purpose,  to  wit  principally  with  a  view  to  preveai 
the  evils  apprehended  from  a  collision  of  interest! 
among  the  independent  spverei^ties  of  whick 
our  Republic  is  composed^  and  also  to  sufP^y  i 
revenue  for  the  support  of  the  Gleneral  CSorem- 
ment,  without  the  necessity  of  reaortiDg  n>  inter- 
nal  taxation.    Retaliation,  in  certain  ca»,  might 
have  been  thought  of,  but  that  any  fartber  rotrie- 
tions,  save  such  as  might  secure  as  the  oeccsary 
munitions  of  war,  were    contemplated  bf  the 
framers  of  our  Constitution,  we  utterly  disbcbcfe ; 
and  against  the  exercise  of  implied  powenwe 
solemnly  protest.    Nor  can  we  see  how  the  fn>- 
jected  alterations  of  the  tariff  can   be  sopparted 
under  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  granitaf 
powers  for  regulating  commerce,  seeing  that  tk 
bill  is  avowedlyihtroduced  for  an. object  entiielf 
distinct  from  the  reeulation  of  eommeffce,  to  wiu 
the  establishment  oi  manufacturing  mooopoli& 
We  can  scarcely  doubt  that  the  nations  of  EofOft 
who  have  hitherto  been  accustomed  to  receive  on 
raw  materials^  will  retaliate  by  eaconrafing  tk 
productions  or  other  countries,  to  the  exclusioii  ol 
ours.     The  effect  of  such  re-action  would  be  £itii 
both  to  the  mercantile  and  agricultural  iatereds. 
That  those  nations  will  consent  to  send  back  oar 
ships  ballasted  with  dollars,  few  will  be  so  ruioi- 
ary  as  to  expect.    Without  reciprocity,  comiaerce 
cannot  exist,  and  therefore  it  is,  that  we  eoosider 
the  annihilation  of  foreign  commerce  as  a  neces- 
sary conseqVience  of  the  projected  alteraikAof 
the  tariff.    Secondly:  The  tarifi^  as  it  qow  suads, 
bears  very  unequally  on  different  sections  of  our 
extensive  country ;  and  this  inequality  will  be  s^ 
more  sensibly  felt  if  the  proposed  alteratioas  are 
adopted.    It  is  always  unjust  and  impolitic  to  tax 
the  many  for  the  emolument  of  the  few ;  bot  it 
seems  peculiarly  dangerous,   in  a  confederaiioa 
like  ours,  to  introduce  the  seeds  of  jealousy  aad 
discord  among  our  independent  States,  by  declar- 
ing one  section  tributary  to  another.    This  fa^ 
already  been  partially  effected,  and  will  be  com- 
pleted oy  the  passage  of  the  bill  in  question.     That 
the  tax  on  every  article  is  ultimatdy  paid  by  ihe 
consumer,  is  universally  understood, as  weti  as  tAar 
the  great  bulk  of  the  consumers,  paitieolarly  in  this 
country,  are  agriculturists,  on  whom,  of  coarse,  the 
principal  weight  falls ;  but,  while  the  agncnUoiai 
interest  is  thus  generally  taxed,  the  Southecn  agri- 
culturists are  to  be  particularly  burdened  by  ihe 
enormous  weight  thrown  on  those  coarse  fabna 
which  constitute  the  clothing  of  our  negroes.    It 
return  for  this  we  are  promised  a  Northern  roarbt 
for  our  produce.     Will  any  one  believe  that  tk 
Northern  manufacturers,  who  at  present  do  not  cse- 
sume  more  than  from  60,000  to  60,000  bales  of  cotioa 
annually,  will  take  off  our  hands,  at  theBoroprta 
prices,  600,000  bales  7    Or  wUl  be  believe  that  tae 
appetite  of  a  ploughman,  on  turning  weaver,  wul 
be  so  much  improved  that  the  surplus  grain  we 
have  hitherto  been  accustomed  to  export  to  £&> 
rope,  will  be  consumed  at  home?     Thirdly :  Wf 
believe  that  our  manufacturers  are  most  eztrava- 

Sntly  protected  already.    In  England  it  is  ealcih 
:ed  that  every  manufacturer  pays  two  day^' labor 
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o  the  week  to  his  Qoremment.  This  is  at  oDce 
i  bounty  of  33j^  per  cent,  in  favor  of  the  American 
competitor.  Add  to  this,  freight,  insarance,  com- 
nissioos,  and  the  various  other  charges  incident 
0  transporting  the  commodities  of  one  country  to 
mother,  and  you  exhibit  an  aggregate  sufficient 
0  protect  men  who  could  be  satisfied  with  mod- 
•rate  gains ;  but  when  we  proceed  to  add  to  this 
he  present  heavy  tariff  duties,  the  protection  is  so 
normous  that  we  are  surprised  to  tind  an  individ- 
ai  so  shameless  as  to  ask  for  more. 

The  scheme  of  increasing  national  wealth  by 
eeping  our  money  at  home  is  scarcely  -worthy  of 
erioas  notice.  Money  is  not  wealth,  but  the 
nere  representative  of  it.  The  farmer  purchases 
very  necessary  with  the  produce  of  his  land  and 
abor.  We  would,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest 
o  your  honorable  body  the  policy  of  permitting 
lim  to  send  his  produce  to  that  market  where  he 
an  obtain  the  highest  price,  and  to  purchase  what- 
ver  necessaries  he  may  require,  wherever  he  can 
ibtain  them  on  the  cheapest  terms.  If  the  wealth 
if  an  individual  is  measured  by  the  quantity  of 
lecessaries  and  luxuries  he  can  command,  we  have 
10  doubt  the  wealth  of  every  individual  would  be 
Dcreased  by  this  policy ;  and  as  national  is  but 
he  aggregate  of  individual  wealth,  the  national 
vealth  would  certainly  be  increased  in  the  same 
atio.  We  need  not  remark  how  congenial  such  a 
olicy  would  be  both  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  our 
/onstitution,  nor  how  adverse  to  both  the  project 
f  compelling  so  large  a  portion  of  our  citizens  to 
bandon  those  pursuits  lor  which  education  and 
xperience  have  best  qualified  them,  and  annihi- 
itmg  by  a  single  act  a  great  part  of  the  capital 
ested  under  the  faith  of  former  acts,  and  guaran- 
ied  by  the  letter  of  that  Constitution  now  wrested 
3  destroy  it. 

We  find  no  powers,  either  expressed  or  implied, 
ranted  to  Congress  by  our  Constitution,  to  foster 
lanufactures  by  ruining  commerce  and  agricul- 
J  re ;  and  be  it  remembered  that  the  project  now 
efore  you  is  not  a  commercial  regalation,  but  a 
lanufacturing  scheme.  We  find,  however,  that 
nequal  taxation  is  expressly  interdicted  by  the 
Constitution ;  and  we  unhesitatingly  afi&rm  that 
ills  interdict,  so  essential  to  the  enjoyment  of 
qual  rights,  and  to  the  permanent  duration  of  our 
In  ion,  would  be  as  "directly  violated  by  the  pro- 
icted  alteration  of  the  tariff^  as  by  a  law  declar- 
ig,  in  plain  language,  that  the  States  south  of  the 
^otomac  should  be  annually  taxed  to  the  amount 
f  six  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  distributed  among 
le  cities  north  of  that  river;  and  that,  the  mer- 
bants  universally  should  pay  ten  pev  centum  on 
tieir  capitals  for  the  same  purpose.  With  this 
iew  of  the  subject,  your  memorialists  respectfully 
nd  earnestly  pray  tnat  their  Representatives  will 
uard  their  interests  and  their  liberties  from  the 
uinous  effects  of  the  bill  for  the  alteration  of  the 
iriff  duties  now  before  your  honorable  House — 

measure  pregnant  with  the  most  fearful  conse- 
uences,  being  as  incompatible  with  the  principles 
f  justice  as  it  is  with  the  spirit  and  letter  of  our 
Constitution. 

JOHN  H.  BROWN,  Chatrman. 


MEMORIAL 

0/  the  Chamber  of  Ommerce  of  the  City  bf  PhikM- 
phia.^MraaTy  26, 1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  inemorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Cominerce  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  respectfully  showeth : 

That  your  memorialists,  on  behalf  of  the  coib- 
mercial  community  which  they  represent,  beg 
leave  to  interpose  their  respectrul  remonstrance 
against  a  bill  now  pending  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, entitled  '^  a  bill  to  amend  the  several 
acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports." 

The  well  known  object  of  that  bill — ^to  stimu- 
late the  manufactures  of  the  United  States — and 
its  tendency,  in  the  judgment  of  a  large  portion 
of  this  people,  to  depress  the  agriculture  and  com- 
merce of  thd  country,  form  the.  inducements  of 
your  memorialists  for  asking  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress. 

In  a  free  country  like  the  United  States,  ail 
branches  of  lawful  industry  have  a  right  to  equi^l 
protection  by  the  laws ;  there  can  be  no  inequality 
without  favoritism,  and  no  favoritism,  without  inr 
justice.  The  Constitution  of  the  Grovernment 
having  placed  all  the  people  on  the  same  plane, 
its  principles  cease  to  operate,  wheb  the  law  ele- 
vates one  portion,  or  depresses  another ;  and  whe- 
ther the  equality  of  the  citizens  be  disturbed  by 
distinctions  of  persons,  or  of  property,  is  a  matter 
of  indifference. 

That  which  mi^ht  be  a  venial  departure  from 
those  principles,  m  a  small  community,  where 
the  whole  would  sympathize  with  the  prosperity 
o(  any  cpnsiderable  part,  becomes  otherwise  in  a 
confederation  like  this,  whose  members  are  large 
States,  removed  to  a  great  distance  from  each 
other;  destined,  by  nature,  to  different  employ- 
ments ;  incapable,  under  any  legislation,  of  chang- 
ing them ;  and  subject,  under  a  perverted  l^isla- 
tion.  to  the  extremity  of  distress  in  one  State, 
while  another  is  smiling  in  prosperity.  In  such  a 
country,  bounties  to  particular  uibor,  are  bounties 
to  particular  States,  which  other  States  pay,  with- 
out partaking  of  the  benefit.  The  design  of  t|ie 
Constitution,  and  the  obligation  of  Congress,*  beinff 
to  provide  for  the  common  defence,  and  general 
welfare  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  the  duty  of  uni- 
formity, in  the  laws  of  the  Union,  being  emphati- 
cally and  repeatedly  enjoined  in  that  compact, 
your  memorialists  have  no  doubt  that  Congreas 
will  never  lose  sight  of  it ;  and  as  little  that  they 
will  perceive  the  destruction  of  aU  Practical  uni- 
formity, even  by  a  general  law,  if  it  oe  made  par- 
tial, by  the  situation,  the  character,  and  the  em- 
ployment, of  large  portions  of  the  country. 

The  universal  opinion  of  well  informed  men, 
has  now  establishea  it  as  a  general  rule,  that  the 
greatest  deforce  of  national  wealth  is  to  be  obtain- 
ed, by  leaving  every  one  to  i.he  unfettered  use  of 
his  own  labor,  skill,  and  capital ;  for  it  is  in  this 
way  that  individuals,  of  whom  nations  are  com- 
posed, attain  to  the  greatest  prosperity.  Obvious, 
however,  as  this  general  truth  now  is,  it  has  been 
long  in  coming  to  light ;  legialacion  has  bad  its 


8148 


APPENDIX. 


8144 


MBmorial  of  the  Pkiladdphia  Chamber  of  Conmerce. 


dark  ages^  as  well  as  letters ;  and  certainly  they 
have  continued  longer  to  envelop  the  principles  of 
national  wealth,  than  they  did  lo  obscure  the  laws 
of  science,  or  the  beauties  of  literature.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  dawn,  which  has  tardily  broken 
upon  the  world,  in  the  department  of  trade,  is  not 
to  be  immediately  overcast ;  and,  particularly,  that 
the  clouds  which  are  again  to  darken  it,  are  not 
to  proceed  from  a  quarter  where  every  thing  else, 
in  regard  to  government,  lies  in  the  broadest  li^ht. 
If  legislation  acts  upon  tne  subject  of  trade,  which, 
after  all,  is  more  safely  left  to  the  law  of  man's 
nature,  by  which  he  is  incessantly  stimulated  to 
do  the  best  for  himself,  and  therefore  for  his  country, 
it  should  act  for  the  removal  of  impediments  and 
restrictions,  not  for  the  creation  of  them ;  so  much 
more  unerring,  however,  is  this  law  of  man's  na- 
ture, than  any  political  regulation,  that  it  has 
been  deemed  the  wisest  course  to  abstain  from 
nublic  enactments  altogether,  and  to  leave  the 
Hive  to  the  industry  and,  instinct  of  its  laborers, 
without  attempting  to  direct  which  ceil  shall  be 
first  filled,  or  to  narrow  the  passage  to  one,  or  en- 
large it  to  another,  more  than  the  wisdom  of  the 
laborers  shall  each  for  himself  provide. 

Whatever  interference  with  the  general  freedom 
of  trade  is  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  revenue, 
and  still  further,  whatever  provisions  have  justly 
for  their  object  to  sustain  the  Government  itself, 
by  enabling  it  to  withstand  the  shook  of  war,^nd 
with  this  view  to  promote,  within  its  own  bosom, 
the  necessary  resources  for  such  a  trial,  all  com- 
munities of  men  must  sufanait  to,  and  will  submit 
to  cheerfully.  Laws  enacted  for  these  purposes, 
are  necessary  exceptions  to  the  general  rule — ^not 
exceptions  to  its  truth,  for  it  is  true  without  excep- 
tion— ^but  exceptions  to  its  application  ;  they  are 
the  price  which  nations  {lay  for  their  existence,  as 
such;  they  tend  to  di&inish  the  production  of 
wealth,  but  they  do  what,  in  every  condition,  of 
the  world,  has  been  found  as  useful  as  to  produce, 
namely,  to  secure  the  product.  But,  beyond  this, 
the  danger  of  legislative  interference  with  trade, 
becomes  extreme.  Be  the  wisdoip,  and  imparti- 
ality, and  foresight,  of  the  legislature,  what  they 
may,  they  are  at  no  time,  and  under  no  circum- 
aunces,  perfectly  adequate  to  the  Usk.  The  sub- 
ject is  beyond  the  scope  of  human  intelligence, 
except  when  it  is  individually  and  personally  ap- 
plied to  that  limited  space  within  which  the  in- 
dividual moves;  and,  in  this  particular,  trade 
difiers  little  from  the  thousand  other  interests  of 
the  great  family,  which  it  is  the  ordinance  of 
Heaven  should  be  wrought  out  by  the  separate 
wisdom  and  exertions  of  its  members;  with 
scarce  a  consciousness  how  the  work  is  produced, 
and  with  an  utter  inability  on  their  parts  to  con- 
^ve  the  result  beforehand. 

The  practice  of  no  foreign  nation  leads,  as  your 
memorialists  submit,  to  a  different  conclusion. 
England  has  grown  rich,  in  spite  of  her  restric- 
tions Upon  trade,  and  not  by  means  of  them :  her 
wisest  statesmen  are  desirous  of  removing  them, 
and  can  trace  with  unerring  certainty  to  their 
operation,  a  large  part  of  the  oppression  under 
which  the  fundamental  interest  of  that  nation 


languishes,  and  is  doomed  to  langaish.  But  the 
fetters  have  entered  into  her  flesh,  and  they  canaol 
be  removed  without  tearing  away  the  flesh  with 
them.  Does  the  history  of  England,  with  the 
light  of  the  present  day,  furnish  an  aignmeat  ta 
tt^  United  States  for  embarking'  in  the  suae 
career  of  bounties,  prohibitions^  and  cieiies? 
England  is  the  great  example  of  their  miichiefl 
She  is  emphatically  the  example  of  all  that  in* 
dividual  skill,  enterprise,  and  intelligence,  can 
achieve  for  the  production  of  wealth,  and  d  all 
that  perverted  legislation  can  do  to  make  it  fnit- 
less  of  national  happiness.  Her  wisdom  has  fs- 
haps  been  developed  too  late  for  her  own  good*, 
it  may  possibly  be  not  too  late  for  us. 

It  is,  therefore,  the  sentiment  oryoiir  memorial- 
ists, which  they  beg  leave  respectfully  to  prcs 
upon  Congress,  that,  beyond  tne  limits  of  a  fsir 
resort  to  trade  for  the  purposes  of  reveane,  xd 
the  case  of  public  necessity,  or  high  public  en* 
gency,  to  prepare  the  country  for  the  event  of 
war,  restrictive  l^istation  upon  tmde,  whether  is 
be  in  the  shape  of  prohibitions  of  one  branch,  et 
bounties  to  another,  are  eminently  dangeroas; 
and,  to  a  community  as  extensive  and  divefsifisi 
as  this,  severely  unequal. 

In  submitting  to  Congress  their  remarks  opoa 
the  bill  in  question,  your  memorialists  will  ad 
touch  upon  the  controversy — upon  "which  aore 
has  been  written  than  has  been  understood— con- 
cerning the  comparative  valu^  of  the  apf^icatioa 
of  capital  in  different  ways.  The  weahh  of  a 
nation  is  the  combined  result  of  its  applicatioa  in 
every  way  in  which  private  interest  is  pnHBoied 
by  applying  it.  ,  They  are  sincere  well-wisben  to 
the  manufactures  of  this  coimtry.  They  will  al- 
ways be  happy  to  see  them  prosper,  under  that 
due  prosecution  of  them,  to  which  individual  ^H 
and  capital,  in  the  present  state  of  the  law,  are 
perfectly  competent.  If  they  are  not  dearoos  of 
seeing  them  suddenly  enlarged  bv  the  aid  of  the 
new  tariff,  it  is,  in  part,  becauae  tne  benefit  to  the 
manufacturers  themselves  is  by  no  means  so  ne- 
cessary a  consequence  as  is  supposed ;  bat  it  is 
principally,  no  doubt,  because  your  memorfalists 
are  of  opinion  that  such  a  tariff  is  nor  warned  for 
the  purposes  of  revenue,  nor  for  the  existing  man- 
ufactures of  the  country,  and,  above  all,  because 
its  influence  will  be  pernicious  to  the  eommerce 
and  to  the  agriculture  of  the  nation,  both  of 
which  are  entitled  to  the  equal  protection  of 
Congress. 

It  is  not  wanted  for  the  purposes  <^  reTenii& 
This  is  almost  the  only  undisputed  point  amoaf 
the  various  topics  which  are  connected  with  the 
bill.  It  is  frankly  conceded  by  its  friends,  thai, 
if  passed  into  a  law,  it  must  diminish  the  reveDiK 
derived  from  imposts,  and  that^  from  some  other 
quarter,  the  Gbverament  must  make  op  the  los. 
So  far.  therefore,  its  opponents  go  upon  conceded 
ground ;  and  almost  the  onl^  ground  on  whick 
legislation,  in  regard  to  trade,  is  safe,  is  thus  givet 
up.  Your  honorable  bodies  will  then  be  pledged, 
by  the  enactment  of  this  law,  to  resort  to  that 
mode  of  raising  revenue  to  which  this  peofile 
have  been  uniformly  opposed,  and  to  which  they 
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nay  be  more  justly  opposed  hereafter  thaa  here- 
ofore.  If  the  extent  of  duty  prescribed  by  the 
ariffbe  essential  to  protect  the  manufacturer,  and 
in  excise  be  laid  upon  the  manufacture  equal  to 
he  duty  which  is  lost,  it  seems  to  follow,  neces- 
arily,  that  the  consumer  must  hereafter  pay  both 
he  duty  and  the  excise,  one  of  which  will  remain 
n  the  pocket  of  the  manufacturer,  and  the  other, 
ifter  an  infinity  of  deductions  for  collection,  reach 
be  public  Treasury. 

The  tariff  is  not  wanted  for  the  existing  manu* 
actures  of  the  country.  Under  laws  which,  from 
ime  to  time,  hare  bten  passed  for  their  aid,  all  of 
hem  operating^  nevertheless,  as  restrictions  upon 
ommerce,  and  a  tax  •  upon  the  cultivator  and 
lonsumer,  they  have  prospered,  and  now  prosper, 
low  little  they  partake  of  the  evils  under  vifbich 
he  commerce  and  agriculture  of  the  country  now 
offer,  need  not  be  remarked.  It  is  at  present  the 
nost  flourishing  branch  of  American  industry, 
f  there  are  exceptions,  they  are  the  consequence 
)f  the  bounty  heretofore  given  by  law.  which  has 
empted  into  the  business  persons  who  have  not 
he  capital,  nor  the  skill,  nor  the  economy,  to 
mrsue  the  pusiness  with  profit.  Something  more 
han  public  bounty  is  necessary  to  the  gainful 
irosecution  of  trade  of  any  kind.  Habits  w  close 
;ttention  to  business ;  skill  in  the  application  of 
Ji  the  kDOwn  processes;  genius  in  the  invention 
if  newer  ones  Jess  costly,  or  more  efiScient ;  vigi- 
ance  in  detecting  and  providing  for  the  wants 
ind  caprices  of  the  consumer;  and,  above  all, 
irugality  in  expenditure;  these  are  indispensable 

0  thrift  in  any  trade;  and  how  much  they  melt 

1  way  under  the  sunshine  of  legislative  favor,  or, 
ather,  how  often  this  sunshine  warms  into  tem- 
porary animation  those  to  whom  it  cannot  give 
'igor  for  the  constant  struggles  of  trade,  let  those 
ay  who  have  watched  the  operation  of  bounty  laws 
n  Europe.  If  the  existing  bounty  be  not  sumcient 
0  protect  American  manufactures,  what  amount 
vill  do  it  ?  They  are  already  encouraged  b)r  a 
iuty  on  cotton  goods  of  25  per  cent.,  with  a  min- 
mum  estimate  lor  the  basis  of  the  duty  of  25  cents 
>er  square  yard,  which,  on  cotton  goods,  similar 
0  those  manufactured  in  this  country,  amounts 
rom  35  to  70  per  cent,  on  the  cost;  of  25  per 
ent.  on  cotton  twist;  of  20  per  cent,  on  cutlery 
»nd  hardware ;  of  30  per  cent,  on  out  glass ;  20 
ter  cent,  on  plain  glass;  and  upwards  of  20  per 
;ent.  on  winnow  glass ;  of  91^  P^i*  tun  on  Russia 
ind  Swedish  iron,  in  bars  and  noitff;  of  IflSO  per 
on  on  rolled  bars  and  bolts ;  and  of  $50  per  ton 
in  hoop,  sheet,  and  rod  iron ;  of  20  per  cent,  on 
pades  and  shovels;  of  30  per  cent,  on  paper- 
langings ;  of  25  per  cent  on  woollen  goods,  and 
if  30  per  cent,  on  manufactures  of  leather ;  be- 
ides  all  the  advantage  arising  from  the  char||[es 
in  the  foreign  articles,  from  inland  carriage,  ship- 
>ing  expenses,  freight,  insurance,  and  exchange ; 
tmoantmg,  in  the  article  of  Swedish  iron,  to  about 
^5  per  cent,  of  its  cost  at  the  mines. 

The  perfectly  well  known  prosperity  of  some  of 
be  manufacturing  establishments  of  this  country, 
s,  however,  a  better  argument  than  any  derived 
rom  the  amount  of  duty  and  charges  on  the  for- 


eign fabric ;  for  if,  to  refer  to  one  case  alone,  m 
joint  stock  company  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  is, 
and  for  some  time  past  has  been  able  to  make  a 
dividend  of  annual  profits,  exceeding  twice  or  three 
times  xhe  ordinary  mterest  of  money,  maintaining 
and  improving  its  capital  at  the  same  time,  where 
is  the  necessity  for  further  aid  ?  Do  others  want 
their  skill  ?  Then  it  is  skill  that  is  wanted,  and 
not  public  bounty.  Are  others  deficient  in  their 
vigilance,  their  economy,  their  activity?  Let 
these  be  acquired,  and  they  will  abundantly  sup- 
ply the  place  of  a  new  tariff.  Is  capital  wanting  ? 
How  does  this  square  with  the  allegation,  that 
capital  is  lying  dead  to  an  immense  amount,  be- 
cause it  cannot  be  employed?  What  is  done  so 
regularly  by  one  manutacturer,  may  be  done,  with 
similar  means, 'by  more;  and  the  means  are  not 
to  be  given  by  the  law,  but  by  the  manufacturer. 

The  influence  of  the  tariff  will  be  pernicious  to 
the  commerce  of  the  country.  This  branch  of  in- 
dustry has  confessedly  suffered  more  than  any  other 
by  the  events  of  recent  years ;  it  has  borne  its  dis- 
asters patiently;  they  have  been  the  inevitable 
consequence  ot  events,  which,  although  caused  l^ 
man,  man  has  neither,  by  action  nor  legisfation, 
been  able  to  prevent,  and  scarcely  to  mitigate.  It 
is  just  now  creeping  again  into  life;  and  what  is 
to  be  the  effects  of  the  new  tariff?  The  effect  is 
morally  certain ;  so  much  so,  as  almost  to  infer 
the  intention  in  those  who  promote  the  cause :  it 
is  to  paralyze  and  deaden,  by  one  blow,  that  por- 
tion of  the  commercial  capital  of  this  eountrfi 
which  is  employed  in  the  purchase,  iinportation, 
and  distribution  of  all  that  the  new  tariff  shall  ex* 
elude  from  the  country ;  the  ships  which  are  built 
and  navigated  for  its  carriage^>the  numerous  arti- 
sans who  are  employed  in  their  equipment — ^the 
seamen  who  man  them,  and  the  fixed  capital  in- 
vented in  wharves,  warehouses,  and  other  property, 
created  as  facilities  to  trade.  Your  honorable 
bodies  will  not  look  for  a  detail  of  these  effects,  in 
a  memorial;  it  has  already  been  given  the  pub- 
lic in  various  forms,  and  shown  to  be^of  immense 
magnitude ;  no  cure,  no  alleviation,  u  suggested 
for  this ;  bne  arm  of  the  nation  will  either  be  cut 
off,  or  maimed  forever,  under  the  vain  expectation 
of  promoting  a  better  circulation  in  the  other. 

But,  above  all,  will. the  influence  of  the  new  tariff 
be  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  the  agricultunil 
States.  This  interest  is  one  with  which  your  me- 
morialists may  be  thought  to  have  no  intimate  con- 
cern, since  their  personal  relations  are  exolusivelf 
with  commerce;  but,  the  wealth,  the  harmony, 
the  duration  of  this  great  Republic^  are  interesting 
to  all  its  citizens :  and  they  who  wish,  as  yonr  me- 
morialists do,  that  it  may  be  perpetual,  must  wish 
to  see  it  administered  upon  principles  of  impartial 
instice  to  all,  by  which  alone  its  perpetuity  can 
be  secured.  What  will  be  the  effect  of  a  prohioition 
of  foreign  merchandise,  as  extensive  as  that  now  to 
be  effected,  but  an  immediate  reduction  in  value  of 
the  latior  and  capital  of  the  cultivator,  to  the  whole 
extent  of  the  increased  price  that  he  must  give  for 
the  American  manufacture  ?    The  evil  to  him  is 

I  without  compensation ;  the  value  of  his  crops  he 
loses,  precisely  to  the  extent  in  which  the  mano- 
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ikcturer  gains ;  b«  has  no  means  of  warding  off, 
or  breaking  the  blow.  His  capital  is  uncon  vertible 
— it  is  fixed  forever  in  the  one  employment  of  ag- 
riculture. He  cannot  participate  in  the  golden 
harvest  of  manufactures,  if  it  is  to  be  a  golden 
harvest.  His  habits,  his  situation,  his  working 
hands,  are  all  unfit  for  the  loom  and  the  spindle. 
He  has  heretofore  sold  for  as  much  as  he  could, 
and  bought  for  as  little  as  he  could,  and  at  such 
markets  as  he  pleased,  in  the  enjoyment  of  that 
liberty  which  was  the  great  end  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. He  is  hereafter  to  buy  in  one  market  only, 
al  such  prices  as  a  market  without  foreign  com- 
petition will  charge :  and  he  may  sell  as  he  can, 
when  foreign  nations  shall  act  upon  the  principle 
of  taking  no  more  from  us,  than  we  do  from  them. 

Your  memorialists  have  found  themselves  unable 
to  assent  to  the  reasoning  by  which  these  evils  of 
the  nonimportation  system  are  obviated.  They 
cannot  conceive  that  it  is  for  the  interest  of  this 
community  to  give  more  for  an  American  fabric, 
than  for  one  that  is  made  abroad ;  to  pay  a  higher 
price  for  labor  here,  than  they  can  purchase  it  for 
elsewhere.  They  cannot  believe  that  the  effect  of 
the  taViff  is  to  raise  the  price  only  for  a  short  time, 
and  then  to  bring  it  down  forever  below  its  former 
range.  There  is  no  experience  to  justify  the  asser- 
tion. The  reduction  of  low-nriced  cotton,  since 
the  last  tariff,  is  well  explained  by  other  circumstan- 
ces— the  fall  of  the  raw  material,  the  diminution 
of  the  price  of  labor,  improvements  in  machi- 
nery, stagnation  of  trade.  And  are  not  the  manu- 
facturers asking,  by  this  very  bill,  for  an  increase 
of  duty  on  the  cottons,  with  which  it  is  said  they 
can  compete  with  Qreat  Britain  in  a  foreign 
market !  The  history  of  our  duty  laws,  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  shows  that  the  aid 
of  the  tariff  has  been  constantly  asked  by  the  man- 
ufacturers, and  never  given  btck.  The  duty  on 
cotton  goods,  which,  in  1790,  was  &Ye  per  cent., 
in  1798  and  1800  became  12^ ;  in  1804,  by  the 
Mediterranean  duty,  15;  in  1816  and  1818,  after 
the  war  duties  were  at  an  end,  25  per  cent,  with 
a  minimum' valuation  of  25  cents  the  square  yard ; 
and  now,  the  proposition  is  to  impose  a  duty  of  25 
per  cent,  with  a  minimum  valuation  of  35  cents 
the  square  yard.  Certainly  this  has  not  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  temporary  arrangement,  to  give 
American  manufactures  the  opportunity  for  devel- 
opment. When  have  the  manufacturers,  here  or 
in  England,  been  contented,  or  able  to  part  with 
a  bounty  wnich  the  law  has  once  given  them  ? 

Your  memorialists- are  also  unable  to  compre- 
hend how  the  country  is  to  be  benefited  by  enti- 
cing into  manufactures  that  capital  which  it  is 
saia  now  lies  unemployed.  Whardifference  is  it 
to  the  country,  whether  the  capital  lies  unem- 
ployed, or  its  employment  is  paid  for  bv  an  addi- 
tional charge  upon  the  consumer?  Ir  it  is  un- 
employed, the  capitalist  bears  the  loss:  if  it  is 
employed  io  manufactures,  which  are  sold  at  an 
enhanced  pricCj  the  consumer  bears  the  loss.  In 
the  one  case,  the  capitalist  loses  his  interest ;  in  the 
other,  the  consumer  pays  it,  by  paying  just  so 
much  more  than  he  would  have  paid  if  the  capital 
Jiad  been  unemployed,  and  he  had  purchased  at  a 


foreign  market  The  country  is  in  no  vespect  a 
gainer  by  the  employment.  It  is  not  iotended  by 
your  memorialists  to  say  that  there  is  not  mack 
unemployed  capital  in  the  country.  Much  of  it, 
however,  is  of  a  kind  that  cannot  be  converted 
into  manufactures,  and  that  part  w^bich  can,  can 
only  be  converted  by  that  slow  and  healthful  mIh 
sorption  which  is  made  from  day  to  day,  ia  t  sys- 
tem that  is  left  to  the  care  of  na  tare. 

But,  if  manufactures  are  to  attract  to  tkea- 
selves  the  capital  which  now  lies  uneiaploifcd, 
your  memorialists  would  ask  what  is  to  be  4e 
fate  of  that  capital  now  employed  in  oomoMne, 
and  which  the  tariff  is  to  displace  1     It  oertaiiif 
is  not  within  the  contemplated  effects  of  the  tir- 
iff  to  increase  the  consumption  of  manafactares 
by  increasing  their  price.    The  quantity  will,  at 
all  events,  be  no  greater  than  heretofore ;  and,  if 
this  shall  be  the  case,  what  the  new^  manafiictiirei 
take  up,  the  present  commerce  must  give  ost, 
with  this  advantage,  that  much  of  nrhat  it  gives 
out  must  be  lost,  because  it  cannot  be  eoarerted 
into  any  thing  else. 

So  plain  are  these  consequences,  in  the  appre- 
hension of  your  memorialists,,  that  they  eanoot 
but  presume  they  are  in  the  contemplatioB  (rf* those 
who  espouse  the  new  tariff,  and  that  it  is  ioind- 
ed,  by  this  portentous  bill,  to  change  the  rdatioos 
of  the  United  States  with  the  whole  world;  to 
compel  iher  to  manufacture  all  she  consnaes;  to 
depend  for  nothing  upon  a  foreign  country,  which, 
it  IS  physically  possible  for  her  to  make,  and  u> 
withdraw  her  sanction  from  those  mutual  relt- 
tions  of  dependence  and  exchange,  upon  vkick 
the  refinement  and  the^  happiness  of  the  wsrid 
have  been  heretofore  supposed  to  depend.  If  this 
shall  be  the  work  of  the  nation,  ac^ng  withoat 
the  control  or  guidance  of  the  law,  it  faaythea 
be  inferred  to  be  the  best  thing  for  the  attion ; 
but,  under  the  control  of  the  law,  your  memocial- 
ists  confidently  believe  that  this  eneet  will  never 
be  produced. 

They  cannot  believe  that  commerce  and  agri- 
culture are  to  sink  into  insignificance^  and  that 
manufactures,  like  Aaron's  rod,  are  to  swmUow 
them  both  up. 

If  this  unsocial  independence  is  to  become  the 
idol  of  the  United  States,  it  is  worthy  of  consid- 
eration how  far  foreign  Powers,  and'  paiticiilaily 
Qreat  Britain,  may  think  it  expedient  to  pracUce 
upon  the  same  principle.  It  we  take  nothing 
from  her,  she  may  take  nothing  from  us.  SItf 
will  certainly  take  nothing  from  us  if  she  caa 
obtain  the  same  thine  from  her  own  colonies,  or 
from  a  friend  that  will,  at  the  same  time,  becoae 
a  customer.  If  the  cottons  of  the  United  Siais 
average  half  a  million  of  ba^s  annually,  beyoad 
the  domestic  consumption,  bnnging  to  the  culti- 
vator upwards  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars^  ai 
low  prices ;  if  not  more  than  fifty  thousand  Inles 
are  returned  upon  us  in  manufactured  goods,  frcna 
all  the  world ;  if  our  tobacco  amounts  to  neariy 
one  hundred  thousand  hogsheads,  beyond  domes* 
tic  consumption,  producing  to  the  grower  eight  or 
nine  millions  of  dollars ;  if  the  returns  for  tboe 
values,  now  made  in  foreign  fabrics,  are  not  lo 
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ome  hereafter  io  that  shape,  the  United  States 
lust  pre[>are  not  to  see  them  come  at  all* — 
*hey  must  prepare  to  see  the  East  Indies,  the 
Hack  Sea,  every  quarter  of  the  habitable  globe, 
limulated  by  bounty  to  itself,  and  by  restriction 
pon  us,  to  take  our  place  in  the  markets  of  £u- 
)pe,  and  to  leave  these  commodities  upon  our 
auds ;  to  leave  in  our  docks,  to  perish,  the  two 
undred  thousand  tons  of  shipping  em]^lo)red  in 
leir  carriage ;  to  lose  the  sijc  or  seven  millions 
r  dollars  of  freight  which  they  earn  ;  to  turn  over 
>  beggary  the  ten  thousqjpd  seamen  employed  in 
leir  navigation;  and  the  ship-builders,  boat- 
uilders.  >biack8miths,  sailmakers,  ropemakers,  rig- 
ers,  caulkers,  joiners,  and  other  artisans,  em- 
loyed  in  their  construction.  This  day  of  down- 
ill  to  the  United  States  your  memorialists  do  not 
ncicipate ;  but  it  is  because  they  do  not  anticipate 
le  succes%of  that  policy  which  seems  to  lie  at 
le  foundation  of  the  new  tariff. 

At  the  conclusion  of  these  evils,  your  memorial- 
(ts  do  not  hesitate  to  mention  the  moral  effect  of 
le  proposed  tariff,  as  not  being  among  the  least 
f  its  disastrous  tendencies  to  this  community.  It 
i  unquestionably  true,  that  so  wisely,  for  the  most 
art,  have  the  Legislature  of  the  Union  propor- 
oned  the  duties  w  the  ability  of  iair  trade,  that 
1  no  nation  upon  earth  is  there  less  evasion  of  the 
iw  by  smuffgling.  Yet,  a  coast  and  country 
etter  adapted  for  it  are  not  to  be  found ;  and  et- 
^ctually  to  prevent  it  would  require  the  super- 
ision  of  a  line  of  frontier  amounting  to  more 
ian  three  thousand  miles.  Man  is,  unhappily, 
iich  as  circumstances  make  him ;  and  there  is  a 
ounty  under  which  crimes  will  flourish,  as  well 
s  manufactures.  Far  less  than  the  duties  of  the 
roposed  tariff  would,  it  is. apprehended,  give  a 
munificent  reward  to  the  smuggler.  Spain  was, 
nd  is,  a  country  of< prohibitions,  of  restrictive  du- 
es, and  monopolies.  According  to  Bourgoanne, 
le  Government  lost,  by  smuggling,  seventy  per 
ent.  of  its  imposts;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
nmense  numbers  employed  to  guard  the  revenue, 

single  neighboring  nation  carried  on  a  contra- 
iind  trade  with  that  country  to  the  enormous 
alue  of  twenty  millions  of  piastres  annually. 

In  the  late  war  between  the  United  States  and 
treat  Britain,  short  as  it  was,  and  with  but  little 
ime  for  the  preparations  which  unlawful  trade 
sqdires,  even  more  than  lawful^  the  introduction 
f  contraband  goods,  from  the  Canada  frontier,  was 
pen,  notorious,  and  daring,  notwithstanding  it 
nited  almost  the  guilt  of  treason  with  that  of 
muggliog*  Your  honorable  bodies  cannot  but 
now  how  dangerous  it  is  to  enlist  even  a  oreju- 
ice,  if  it  be  a  general  one,  in  favor  of  a  violation 
f  law ;  and  how  vain  it  is  to  legislate  against 
he  habits,  the  interests,  and  particularly  the  pas- 
ions,  of  a  large  body  of  people. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  conclude,  without 
ubmitting  to  Congress,  ^hat  some  of  the  pro  vis- 
30S  of  the  bill  referred  to,  seem  as  if  directly 
imed  at  the  existence  of  foreign  commerce,  by 
triking  at  its  most  important  element — ^that  of 
,hii>-building---as  it  raises  the  duty  on  foreign 
lemp  froqi  thirty  dollars  per  ton,  to  two  cents  per 


pound ;  and,  consequently,  the  increased  price  of 

cordage  will  fall  on  the  builder  of  ships,  without 
a  collateral  ad  vantage  to  any  one.  These  chargeiL 
with  the  duties  on  duck,  iron,  chain  cables,  and 
ship-chandlery,  are  .estimated  to  enhance  the  cost 
of  building  a  ship  of  three  hundred  tons,  from  the 
sum  of  six  hundred  to  one  thousand  dollars.  The 
real  effect  of  many  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill  ie, 
moreover,  difi'erent  from  the  apparent  one ;  many 
calculations  have  been  made  to  show  this.  Du- 
ties on  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  which  are  nomi- 
nally thirty  and  twenty-five  per  cent,  extend  from 
those  duties  to  upwards  of  one  hundred  percent.; 
and  the  cheaper  the  article  is  abroad,  the  heavier 
is  the  duty.  The  operation  of  the  law  must,  con- 
sequently, fall  with  most  severity  on  the  fX)orer 
classes,  who  will  pay  a  duty  of  from  thirty  to  one 
hundred  per  cent.,  and  more,  on  their  coarse  cot- 
tons and  woollens,  while  the  rich  will  pay  the 
uniform  duty  .of  twenty-five  and  thirty  per  cent, 
on  their  finest  cotton  fabrics  and  broadcloths. 

To  the  principle  of  ]the  law  your  memorialists 
are,  however,  more  opposed^  than  to  its  details.  It 
seems  to  them  to  be  a  political  theory,  under  the 
name  of  a  duty  bill ;  and  that  a  theory,  which 
both  argument  and  experience  have  exploded — the 
theory,  that  GroVernment  knows  better  than  an 
individual  what  is  good  for  him,  and  -can  better 
employ  his  skill,  his  labor,  and  his  capital ;  that 
it  is  wiser,  and  more  economical,  to  buy  dear 
of  our  own  people,  than  cheap  of  foreigners ;  and 
that  it  is  competent,  in  these  times,  for  a  nation 
to  grow  wealthy  and  happy,  with  her  gates  open- 
in|^  outwards  to  sell  every  thing,  but  to  buy  no- 
thinjg^. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  respectfully  pray 
that  Congress  will  not  pass  t)ie  tariff  bill  into  a 
kw. 

By  order  of  the  Chamber, 

ROB'T  RALSTON,  PresX 
Attest  * 

JOHN  VAUGHAN,  Sec'ry. 

PaiLAOlSLPHiA,  February  23, 1824. 


REMONSTRANCE 

Of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Haven^  agoMitt 
the  Tariff  Bill^February  27,  1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  Mouse  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
New  Haven,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  respe<;t- 
fuUy  shuweth : 

That,  being  impressed  with  a  deliberate  and 
decided  conviction  that  the  bill,  now  pending  be- 
fore Congress,  proposing  a  great  increase  of  duties 
on  foreign  imports,  if  pass^  into  a  law,  will  be 
productive  of  consequences  extremely  injurious  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  community,  your  memo- 
rialists cannot  but  view  the  manner  in  which  this 
measure  is  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  Congress 
with  much  surprise  and  regret. 
^Notwithstanding  the  great  show  of  petitione 
from  particular  districts,  and  the  excitement  raised 
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by  the  ffreat  efforts  of  some  ardent  indiyidimls,  we 
are  fally  persuaded  that  a  iarge  majority  of  the 
citizens  ot  the  United  States  is  decidedly  opposed 
to  an  increase  of  duties  on  foreign  imports. 

Your  memorialists  are  sincere  advocates  for  the 
encouragement,  protection,  and  support,  of  our 
own  domestic  manufactures.  At  tlie  same  time, 
we  believe  that  the  body  politic,  in  order  to  be 
sound  and  healthy,  mast  possess  all  its  members 
in  full  vigor;  that  agriculture  and  manufactures 
cannot  say  to  commerce;  **we  have  no  need  of 
thee  in  disposing  of  our  products;"  and  that  notb- 
mg  can  be  more  inconsistent  than  for  commerce 
to  claim  an  existence  independent  of  agriculture 
and  manufactures.  We  believe  that  the  interest 
of  neither  of  these  can  flourish,  in  this  country, 
without  the  aid  of  the  other  two  ^  that  these  three 
great  sources  of  the  wealth  of  nations  must  grow 
up  tbgether.  and  with  the  growth  of  the  nation. 
The  oak<  which  constitutes  a  ship's  keel,  derived 
its  existence  from  an  acorn;  and  no  substitute 
can  be  found  for  the  time  that  necessarily  elapsed 
between  its  first  germination  and  the  period  of  its 
maturity.  So  it  is  in  relation  to  manufactures. 
A  portion  of  time,  equal  to  the  lapse  of  several 
generations,  is  inseparable  for  their  general,  suc- 
cessflil,  and  parmanent  establishment,  in  any  coun- 
try. No  regulations  of  Government ;  no  amount 
of  capital  employed  can  obviate  the  necessity  of 
its  being  a  work  of  progression.  Any  attempt  to 
build  up  manufactures,  suddenly,  must  fail ;  and, 
although  the  attempt  may  subject  the  whole  com- 
munity to  much  embarrassment  and  inconveni- 
ence, there  is  no  class  of  citizens  that  will  suffer 
so  severely,  by  such  failure,  as  the  manufacturers 
themselves. 

But,  waiving  the  many,  and,  as  we  believe,  un- 
answerable obiections,  to  the  principle  of  the  billf 
your  miemorialists  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  state, 
that,  in  their  view,  the  high  specific  auties  pro- 
posed to  be  laid  on  some  articles,  will  operate 
unequally,  and  therefore  unjustly.  Among  these 
may  be  mentioned  the-  proposed  specific  duty, 
amounting  to  more  than  forty  per  cent.,  on  bar 
iron,  an  article  on  which  we  consider  the  duty, 
already  imposed,  to  be  altogether  too  high,  and 
one  wnich  we  believe  produces  a  i)ositiire  injury 
to  asriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures. 

About  thirty  thousand  tons  of  bar  iron  are  an- 
nually imported  into  the  United  States.  A  lar^e 
proportion  of  this  iron  is  used  and  consumed  m 
the  Northern  States,  including  New  England  and 
the  State  of  New  York.  The  agriculture  of  this 
section  of  the  country  demands  a  large  and  con- 
stant supply  of  iron.  At  least  ten  times  as  much 
iron  is  made  use  of  in  cultivating  a  given  quantity 
of  land  in  New  England,  as  is  used  in  the  culti- 
Tation  of  the  same  quantity  of  land  in  the  South- 
ern Atlantic  States.  The  implements  of  the 
Northern  farmer  are  chiefly  of  domestic  manOfac- 
ture,  but  are,  to  a  great  extent,  made  of  foreign 
iron,  and  must,  of  necessity,  continue  to  be  made 
of  foreign  iron,  even  if  the  proposed  duty  should 
be  laid,  the  iron  from  Russia  and  Sweden  beinff 
better  adapted  to  this  purpose  than  that  which  m 
made  in  this  country*    The  Middle  States  naaa- 


facture  iron  for  themselves,  and  some  for  tbc 
States  to  the  South. 

The  tiring  and  ironing  of  carts,  wagons,  ploogbf, 
and  harrows,  of  the  Northern  farmer,  hK  ebaiai, 
hoes,  shovels,  spades,  scythes,  dbc.,  are  madeiaosdy 
of  foreign  iron.  '  He  cannot  move  in  Wiafer,  end 
no  considerable  distance  in  SuRimer,  uakas  kis 
horses  and  oxen  are  shod  with  iron,  aod  corked 
with  steel.    The  quantity  of  foreign  iron  vmi  in 
the  single  item  of  shoeioj^  horses  and  oxea,  is  tkis 
section  of  the  country,  is  not  inocmsiderabk  Is 
it  not,  then,  unequal  and  unjust,  that  the  Noftea 
farmer  should  pay  such  an  eBormous  tax  on  ins, 
which  is  to  him  an  article  of  first  necessity. 

Much  of  the  foreign  iron,  imported  into  the 
United  States,  is  used  in  the  constroetioo  of  na* 
chinery,  and  in  the  manufaetare  of  oaik.    Bar 
iron  is  emphatically  a  raw  material  to  almost 
every  other  manufacturer,  except  thca  maker  of 
bar  iron.    Iron  and  steel  are  the  chief*  materiah 
used  in  all  manufactures  of  hardware,  and  in  £ib- 
ricating  the  implements  osed  in  all  mechaaieri 
employments.    These  metals  are  prineipalty  osei 
and  are,  incomparably,  more  e!r pensive  tlKui  aU 
other  materials  which  are  made  use  of  in  erectia^ 
the  machinery  employed  in  manafactariag  cottoa 
and  woollen  goods.    In  short,  almost  aB  fooli^ 
and  a  great  proportion  of  all  n&aehinery,  are  side 
of  these  metals.    Encourage  other  tBABabeiarea, 
by  affording  to  every  part  of  the  country  the  gnaiest 
facility  in  obtaining  bar  iron,  and  you  viU  eitaie 
a  demand  for  bar  iron ;  but  discourage  other  aiaa- 
ulactures,  by  making  bar  iron  scaree  and  dear, 
and  you  will,  in  a  great  degree,  destroy  tbe  (fe- 
mana  for  bar  iron  itself. 

A  very  considerable  portion  of  the  IbreigB  ina 
brought  into  this  country  is  used  in  ship-bmldia^. 
If  such  duties  are  imposed  on  iron  and  heap,  as 
will  cause  these  articles  to  cost  nearly  twice  as 
much  in  this  country  as  they  cost  in  other  eona- 
tries,  how  is  the  American  merchant  to  compete 
with  the  merchants  of  other  countries,  in  boiJdia^ 
and  naviffating  ships,  the  former  disenrnio^iiog 
duty  OB  foreign  tonnage  being  aJmost  eau'refy 
abolished  ? 

In  answer  to  all  this,  the  wealcby  proprietors 
of  the  iron  mines  in  the  interior  of  Peaasylvania 
will  reply,  and  say — ^indeed,  they  have  already 
said;^'*  Let  the  New  England  people  come  \o  ns 
for  iron  to  shoe  their,  horses,  build  their  skups^  aarf 
carry  on  their  man o factu res.  We  own  ore  enoagii 
to  make  a  sufficiency  of  iron  to  supply  all  Ama- 
ica,  and  it  is  a  shame  that  it  should  lie  dormant 
We  want  an  income  from  it.  We  will  sell  ihea 
as  much  ore  for  flAeen  or  twenty  d<^iars  as  wi3 
make  a  ton  of  iron,  provided  they  will  come  wti 
dig  it  out  of  the  earth  and  refine  it.  Let  the  Eist- 
era  people  come  here  and  make  their  iron,  or 
employ  somebody  to  do  it.  We  have  a  fine  pro- 
ductive soil,  also,  and  can  supply  them  with  pro- 
visions while  they  are  thus  employed.  In  tkis 
way,  a  market  will  be  created  at  home  for  our  sar- 
plus  produce,  and  we  shall  then  be  rich  and  inde- 
pendent. Then  money  will  aot  be  sent  ont  of  t^ 
country  to  purchase  foreign  iron,  and  encourage 
foreign  manuufaclures."     This  the  proprietor  ef 
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the  iron  mines,  in  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania 
:alls  ''  a  plain  practical  view  of  things  09  they 
should  50."  In  reply  to.whicb,  your  memorialists 
respectfully  ask  permis«ion  to  present  a  concise 
riew  of  things  cw  ihey  are. 

In  the  first  place,  money,  to  any  considerable 
imoant,  is  not  sent  out  of  the  country  to  purchase 
ron.  dhips  employed  in  the  Russian  trade  take 
rom  the  United  States  to  different  ports  in  Eu- 
ope  fish,  rice,  and  the  cheaper  kinds  of  ardent 
ipirits — such  as  New  England  rum,  whiskey,  d^c. 
ind  bring  back  cargoes  of  hemp  and  iron.  Thus 
he  labor  of  the  fisherman  resGuts  in  the  produc- 
ion  of  the  substantial  article  of  bar  iron  ;  and,  in 
his  way,  a  ^iven  quantum  of  labor  produces  to 
iie  country  a  much  larger  quantity  of  iron  than 
;ould  be  produced  by  the  same  quantum  of  labor, 
ipplied  directly  to  working  the  ores  of  our  own 
country.  Suppose  the  fisl^rman  to  be  equally  .as 
ikilful  and  expert  in  making  bkr  iron  as  he  is  in 
;aking  fish ;  even  in  that  case  he  could  catch  as 
nany  fish  in  one  day  as  would  pay  a  Russian  or 
I  Swede  for  as  much  iron  as  he  could  himself 
nake  in  three  days.  Under  these  circumstances. 
;an  it  be  a  wise  regulation  which  shall  compel 
he  fisherman  to  relinquish  his  occupation,  and  go 

0  makinff  iron  in  Pennsylvania,  in  order  that  be 
nay  drink  up  the  surplus  whiskey  which  is  made 
here,  instead  of  exchanging  whiskey  and  fish  for 
roof  and  hemp ;  especially  when  it  is  considered 
hat  the  exchange  will  produce  to  the  country  at 
east  three  times  the  quantity  of  iron  that  could 
>e  produced  by  the  labor  of  the  fisherman,  aided 
)y  the  strength  of  the  whiskey  1 

The  beneficent  Creator  has  wisely  placed  mines 
>f  iron  ore  in  the  interic^  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
^ere  undoubtedly  deigned  for  the  supply  of  the 
nhabitants  therej  but  it  would  be  unreasonable 
ind  unjust  to  compel  the  inhabitants  of  other 
listant  States  to  ^p  there  for  a  supply  of  iron, 
nrhen  at  the  same  time  they  have  a  much  cheaper 
ind  more  convenient  resource.  The  same  kind 
Providence  who  gave  iron  ore  to  the  interior  of 
Pennsylvania,  supplies  the  Eastern  waters  with 
ish;  and  commerce,  though  it*  may  not  possess 
:he  full  power  of  the  philosopher's  stone,  of  turn- 
ng  every  thing  into  gold,  has  the  power  of  con- 
rerting  fish  and  whiskey  into  iron,  which  is  a 
3Quch  more  useful  metal  to  mankind  than  gold 
tself. 

One  feature  in  the  bill  now  before  Congress, 
Bvhich  we  think  particularlv  unhappy,  is  the  tax 
3f  six  cents  a  busnel  on  coai.  About  one  million 
>f  bushels  of  coal  are  annually  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  the  present  duty  of  five  cents 

1  bushel  pays  into  the  Treasury  about  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars.  A  tax  upon  coal  raises  the  price  of 
fuel  in  all  our  seaports.  As  fuel  is  consumed  in 
very  many  of  the  manufactories  of  our  country, 
ftnd  in  every  family,  it  seems  to  be  consistent  with 
^ood  policy,  and  with  a  sincere  desire  to  promote 
the  prosperity  of  our  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, that  it  should  be  as  cheap  as  possible.  The 
inhabitants  living  on  the  whole  sea  coast  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  a  considerable  distance  in 
the  interior;  all  those  who  live  in  the  vicinity  of 


our  navigable  rivers;  and  many  who  are  concerned 
in  manufactories  where  fuel  is  consumed, — are 
interested  in  having  coal  free  from  duty.  To  the 
ship-owner  it  is  a  subject  of  much  importance  that 
coal  should  be  free  from  duty.  Our  ships  are  sent 
to  Great  Britain  with  the  products  of  our  soil, 
which  are  much  more  bulky  than  the  manufac- 
tures which  we  receive  in  exchange;  of  course, 
many  vessels  must  return  empty  or  in  ballast.  If 
they  can  take  in  cargoes  of  coal  and  obtain  a 
small  profit,  that  useful  article  will  be  brought, 
instead  of  ballasting  the  ships  with  sand  or  stone. 
Hence,  was  coal  admitted  free  from  duty,  much 
larger  quantities  would  be  brought  into  the  coun- 
try, and  the  ship-owner  wonld  be  enabled  to  make 
a  small  freight  on  his  return  cargo,  when  he  could 
not  obtain  goods  with  which  to  load  his  vessel. 
But^  notwithstanding '  these  reasons,  it  is  taxed. 
We  cannot  conceive  that  anjr  one  is  benefited  by 
taxing  it,  unless  it  be  a  few  ijndividuals — ^perhaps 
from  ten  to  twenty — ^who  own  coal-pits  near  the 
tide-waters.  We  would  ask,  is  it  wise,  is  it  just, 
that  the  whole  population  of  our  seacoast,  ana 
many  of  our  ship-owners,  should  be  laid  under 
contribution  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  persons  ? 

It  has  generallv  been  considered  that  the  own- 
ers of  our  manufacturing  establishments,  in  order 
to  be  prosperous,  must  be  able  to  purchase  the 
raw  material,  which  they  work  up  at  a  low  price. 
One  article  mentioned  in  the  new  tariff,,  now  be- 
fore Congress,  as  a  proper  object  of  taxation,  is 
wool ;  and  on  this  it  is  proposed  to  lay  a  tax,  after, 
the  1st  of  June,  1827,  of  fifty  per  cent.  Now,  as 
our  country  does  not  furnish  sufficient  quantities 
of  wool  to  supply  our  own  consumption,  we  are 
at  a  loss  to  discern  how  a  duty  of  nfty  per  cent, 
on  that  raw  material  is  to  increase  the  prosperity 
of  our  manufactories. 

We  have  mentioned  these  particulal*  articles  in 
the  proposed  tariff,  not  because  th6v  are  the  only 
ones  on  which  a  tax  is  objectionable,  or  because 
the  absurdity  of  laying  a  heavy  duty  (s  more 
apparent  on  these  than  on  others,  but  merely  be- 
cause we  thought  it  necessary  to  specify  some  few, 
in  order  to  show  that  our  objections  to  the  pro- 
posed law  were  well  founded. 

It  has  often  been  said,  and  said  witl^  truth,  that 
the  mercbaots  of  this  country  have  been  vejry  fair 
and  honorable  in  their  dealings  with  the  Govern- 


fear  that  unprincipled  men,  for  the  sake  of  the 
great  gain  held  out  to  them,  will'  be  induced  to 
smuggle  their  goods  as  a  common  thing ;  and,  in 
this  case,  in  order  to  effect  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  a  little  army  of  custom-house  officers  will 
be  Te<iuired  on  our  extensive  seaboard,  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  revenue  of  the  country. 

I  our  memorialists  have  full  conndence  that  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  if  placed  under  a 
few  simple  regulations,  will  fiourish  and  increase; 
and  if  commerce  prospers,  the  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  interests  will  regularly  advance  and 
strengthen ;  but  if  new  tarifis  are  proposed  every 
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vear  or  two,  and  oar  coramerce  is  hampered  by 
neavy  duties,  they  fear  that,  although  oor  natioo 
in  its  youth  has  been  athletic  and  vigorous,  it 
will  soon  be  hurried  to  a  premature  old  age.  If 
^  the  plan  of  altering  and  increasing  the  duties 
every  year  or  two  is  continued,  they  fear  the  next 
step  will  be,  to  grant,  monopolies  to  individuals; 
a  system  fraught  only  with  mischief,  and  under 
which  a  considerable  portion  of  Europe  has 
groaned  for  centuries. 

With  these  views,  your  memorialists  take  the 
liberty  to  remonstrate  against  the  new  tariff,  which 
has  been  proposed  to  your  honorable  body;  and 
they  pray  that  it  may  never  be  adopted  as  a  law 
of  ike  land. 

By  order  of  the-  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

G.  TOTTEN,  PreMent. 
T.  DWIOHT,  Secretary. 

New  Haven,  February  24, 1824. 


MEMORIAL 

0/  George  Janes^  und  othere,  praymg  that  %o  addition 
may  be  made  to  the  exieting  Tariff. — March  3, 1824. 

Savannah,  Fibruary  9, 1824. 

At  a  large  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  mer- 
chants, planters,  ana  citizens,  of  the  city  of  Sa- 
vannah, held  this  day,  at  eleven  o'clock,  at  the 
Exchange,  convened  in  pursuance  of  public  notice, 
to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  o(  sending 
a  remonstrance  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  now  in  session,  against  the  new  tariff  bill, 
William  B.  Bullock,  Esq.,  was  called  to  the  chair, 
and  Williaip  Gaston  appointed  secretary.  The 
following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted : 

ResolvMy  That  the  Chairman  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  seven,  to  form  a  memorial  to  Congress, 
remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  the  law  pro- 
posing a  qew  tariff,  and  now  before  that  body, 
and  that  the  said  committee  have  the  memorial 
ready  for  the  signature  of  the  citizens  of  this  com- 
munity, on  Thursday  next,  at  eleven  o'clock,  A. 
M.,  and  that  their  attendance  be  requested  at  that 
^riod,  to  subscribe  the  same  accordingly.  The 
following  gentlemen  were  appointed  that  commit- 
tee: Judge  Jones,  General  Harden.  B.  Burroughs, 
Alexander  Telfair,  Doctor  Daniel!,  Joseph  Cum- 
ming,  and  Thomas  Young. 

Resolvedf  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appoiql^d 
by  the  chairman,  to  correspond  with  the  mterior 
towns  of  Georgia,  communicating  to  their  citizens 
the  proceedings  in  this  place,  and  soliciting  a  co- 
operation in  the  proposed  remonstrance  to  Con- 
gress. The  following  were  appointed  by  the 
chairman,  to  be  a  committee :  Judge  Wayne,  S. 
B.  Parkman,  G.  B.  Cumming. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  be  now  adjourned 
to  Thursday  next,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M. ;  to  be  held 
in  the  Exchange  long  room. 

W.  B.  BULLOCH,  Chairman. 

Wm.  Gaston,  Secretary. 

Savannah,  February  12, 1824. 
A  meetingof  the  merchants,  planters,  and  others, 


of  the  city  of  Savannah,  and  its  vicimity,  was  heli 
at  the  Exchange,  this  day,  in  conformity  with  the 
adjournment  from  Monday  last,  to  receive  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  ae- 
morial  to  Congress,  remonstrating  against  the 
passage  of  the  law  proposing  a  new  tari£  The 
committee  attended  accordingly,  and  leponeda 
memorial  to  the  meeting:  Wherenpon,  itvts 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial  be  acceplri  ind 
approved  of,  and  that  the  same  be  forwarded, at  as 
early  a  day  as  possible,  to  oor  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress ;  the  same  to  be  si|icd 
by  the  committee,  and  countersigned  by  the  ekair- 
man  and  secretary. 

W.  B.  BULLOCH,  CAotnaaa. 

Wm.  Gaston,  Secretary, 


To  the  honorable  (he  Senate  and  the  Hoiue  tf  Rq^emh 
tatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States : 

The  memorial  of  the  undersized  citizens  of 
Greorgia,  residents  in  the  city  of  Savannah,  and 
county  of  Chatham,  is  respectfully  safamiii»l  lo 
your  honorable  body  ;  in  which  we  beg.  leave  to 
represent  our  objections  to  a  ^'  Bill  to  amend  the 
several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  Importa^^  as 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Manafactares,ac  t^ 
present  session  of  Congress. 

We  believe  an  increase  of  the  tarifi^  on  ike  jaia- 
ciples  of  the  bill  referred  to,  will  be  oparessiTe  to 
the  great  agricultural  interests  of  the  Laioa;  in- 
jurious to  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  natioa, 
in  its  operation  on  every  class  of  society,  through- 
out the  whole  Republic ;  and  of  douMiu  eveaunl 
advantage  to  tbe  small  proportion  intended  to  be 
benefited. 

Your  memorialists  have  ever  felt  that  the  policy 
of  our  Government  was,  to  afford  to  the  coasaaien 
of  the  country  the  means  of  supplying  their  waats 
in  the  cheapest  mode,  whether  the  arucles  required 
are  the  products  of  tpreign  or  domestic  \ahat.  If 
the  domestic  manufacturer  can  come  info  equal 
competition  with  the  foreign,  he  most  trast  to  the 
national  feeling  in  his  favor  to  insare  ium  a  pre- 
ference.  But,  if  the  workshops  of  Europe  can 
can  furnish  the  consumer  at  a  lower  rate,  shall  he 
be  compelled  to  purchase  of  the  home  manofactocec, 
because  he  has  not  the  talent,  the  skill,  or  enier- 
prise,  to  compete  with  the  foreign  ?  Who,  there^ 
fore,  seeks  from  the  Government  a  booaty,  at  tke 
expense  of  the  great  body  of  the  people  ? 

The  cotton,  j-ice,  tobacco,  flour,  dec,  produced 
by  agricultural  labor,  contend  with  the  growth  of 
other  countries ;  and  to  us  there  appears  no  good 
reason  that  our  manufactures  should  be  exempied 
from  the  ordinary  laws, of  trade,  by  receiving  tbe 
benefits  of  the  exclusion  of  foreign  articles^  which 
gives  them  the  advantages  of  monopoly. 

The  power  of  Congress  to  "  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excise^,"  does  not,  in  tat 
opinion  of  your  memorialisu,  delegate  the  right  to 
lay  duties  and  imposts  in  such  an  oppressive  fora 
as  to  make  a  resort  to  taxes  and  exciaea  the  aeees- 
sary  consequence  \  nor  is  the  power  given  to  kry 
them  in  such  a  manneri  as  to  operate  as  a  boo&ty 
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o  an  ineonsiderable  few,  to  the  iojary  of  all  the ! 
)ther  interests  of  the  Republic. 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  the  systems  of 
nonopolies  and  excessive  imposts,  long  maintained 
)y  usage,  had  their  origin  m  the  ignorance,  the 
truggles,  and  jealousies,  of  remote  times;  and 
uch  a  state  of  a£Fairs  ha^  been  produced,  that 
hange  is  considered  diffienlt,  or  impossible ;  and 
dherence  to  tl^m  the  safest  course.  But  in  this 
ountry,  this  system  of  legislation,  intended  to 
lenefit  the  few,  and  impoverish  the  larger  propor- 
lortion,  has  been  found  contrary  to  the  spirit  of 
ur  institutions,  and,  therefore,  to  the  interests  of 
he  great  body  of  the  people ;  and  we  have  acted 
•n  another,  which  has  operated-  to  produce  a  gen- 
rai  distribution  of  wealth ;  and  our  past  prosj^rity, 
ind  rapid  growth,  furnish  the  most  unequivocal 
iroofs  of  its  excellence.  Your  memorialists  coa- 
ure  you  not  to  depart  from  it. 

Your  memorialists  know  that  the  profits  of  ag- 
iculture  are  small ;  yet,  if  the  bill  to  increase  the 
ariff  prevail,  that  interest  will  be  called  on  to 
lay,  in  the  form  of  a  bounty  to  the  manufacturer, 
he  duty  which  it  nows  pays  to  the  Government ; 
vitbdraw  this  duty  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
Jnion,  and  the  inevitable  consequences  are,  a 
ailure  to  meet  the  annual  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
rnment,  and  a  resort  to  direct  taxation.  We 
ontend  that  the  loss  vastlv  outweighs  the  present 
troposed  advantage.  In  the  present  state  of  com* 
aerce  and  agriculture,  their  interests  are  insepa- 
able,  and  a  measure  injurious  to  one,  will  materi- 
ily  a  Sect  the  prosperity  of  the  other.  Oit  off 
rom  foreign  nations  the  privilege  of  exchanging 
ommodities  with  us,  and  you  lessen  the  demand 
or  the  raw  materials  of  agriculture,  and  you  in- 
ure the  commerce  depending  on  it,  and  abstract 
rom  both  the  ability  to  bear  the  public  burdens. 
)ur  commerce  has,  hitherto,  with  untrammelled 
nergy,  visited  every  portion  of  the  earth,  estab- 
ished  our  name  among  distant  nations,  and  sup- 
lorted  and  nourished  our  seamen,  from  whom  we 
erive  much  of  our  wealth,  and  the  larger  part 
f  our  distinction  as  a  nation.  We  apprehend 
he  spirit  of  the  system  proposed  for  encouraging 
aanufactures.  will  exchange  our  seamen  for  the 
ickly  unmanly  population  of  manufactories. 

Your  memorialists  believe  the  increased  and  in- 
reasing  duties  proposed  by  the  tariff  will  produce 
aeasures  of  retaliation  on  the  part  of  foreign  Qov- 
rnmeots,  by  the  imposition  of  additional  imposts, 
\n  American  cottons,  and  they  will  look  to  other 
:ouotries  for  thieir  supplies,  where  exchanges  of 
:ommodities  can  take  place.  This  important 
taple  of  the  South  must  be  lessened,  and  the  cap- 
tal  employed  in  it  by  agriculture  and  commerce 
lirected  to  other  objects,  or  large  supplies  remain 
>n  our  hands,  on  consumed  by  the  manufacturers 
)f  this  country ;  and  further,  the  profits  of  man- 
ifactures,  fostered  as  proposed  by  this  bill,  pre- 
lent  the  prospect  of  profitable  investment  to  those 
sapitalists  who  shall  first  embark  in  the  business. 
The  example  of  these  will  be  followed  by  bthers, 
ind  allurements  wih  be  held  out,  and  the  way 
»pened  for  that  wild  speculation  which  the  enter- 
vising  character  of  the  natioQ  is  too  prone  to 


vield  to.  Thus,  your  memorialists  believe,  that| 
by  the  rapid  investment  of  capital  in  manufac- 
tures, a  home  competition  will  be  produced,  more 
dangerous  in  its  consequences  to  manufactories 
already  established  than  foreign  rivalship,  re- 
strained by  moderate  duties. 

The  Southern  States  cannot  participate  the 
benefits  or  profits  of  manufacturing,  being  agri- 
cultural and  commercial ;  and,  for  our  own  sec- 
tion of  this  State,  and  in  behalf  of  the  known  in- 
terests of  all  the  other  districts,  we,  with  the  other 
nine  millions  not  engaged  in  manufitctures,  de- 
mand an  exemption  from  the  excessive  taxes,  or 
imposts,  for  the  benefit  of  less  than  four  hundred 
thousand.  They  have  voluntarily  chosen  to  em- 
bark in  this  business,  and  they  ought  to  have 
commenced  under  better  calculations  than  those 
founded  on  wringing  out  contributions  from  the 
twoother  more  important  interests  of  the  country. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  avoid  asain  advert- 
ing to  the  larse  amount  and  value  of  the  cotton 
produced  in  the  Southern  States,  and  the  com- 
paratively small  consumption  at  home.  About 
m  hundred  thoueand  hales  were  produced  in  the 
year  1822;  and  we  compute  the  domestic  con- 
sumption, in  the  year  1823,  at  not  more  than  eiaty 
thotuand  hales.  What  shall  be  done  with  the  ex- 
cess, if  you  should,  by  burdensome  imposts  on 
British  manufactures,  shut  that  market  against 
us  ?  We  may  be  obliged  with  true  Asiatic  policy, 
to  destroy  one  part  that  we  may  insure  a  market 
for  the  other. 

Your  memorialists  perceive,  by  examination  of 
the  newly  fR'oposed  amendments  of  the  tariff,  tbat| 
on  many  articles  of  the  first  necessity  with  us,  the 
duties  are  to  be  increased.  We  parucularly  men-'^ 
tion  coarse  woollens,  osnaburgs,  cotton  bagging, 
and  our  chief  implements  of  agriculture ;  and  to 
these  we  would  call  your  most  especial  attention. 

Your  memorialists  had  hoped  that  the  gradual 
increase  of  duties  heretofore  made,  would  have 
been  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  manufac- 
turers ;  but,  as  their  demands  increase  with  the 
protection  afforded  them,  we  pray  that  the  pro^p 
posed  additions  to  the  tariff  be  rejected  by  your 
body. 

Your  memorialists  would  sum  up  their  remarks 
by  expressing  their  belief  that  the  proposed  tariff 
will  be  oppressive,  in  its  operation,  to  the  great 
Unded,  agricultural,  and  commercial  interests  of 
the  eon n try ;  unjust,  as  calculated  to  force  upon 
the  people  the  burden  of  direct  taxes,  not  war 
ranted  by  a  state  of  peace ;  doubtful  in  its  ulti« 
mate  advantages  to  that  interest  which  is  now 
asking  encouragement ;  and  certain  only  in  being 
oppressive  to  the  ffreat  body  of  the  people.  For 
these  reasons  we  lay  this  memorial  before  yoU| 
and  respectfully  ask  that  no  increase  or  modifica- 
tion of  the  existing  tariff  be  made,  except,  only, 
with  the  single  object  of  meeting  the  annual  ex- 
penditures of  the  Gbvernment,  and  the  ^dual 
redemption  of  the  public  debt,  the  only  legitimate 
causes.of  taxation  in  times  of  profound _peace. 

GEORGE  JONES, 

And  Othen. 

Wm.  Gaston,  SecreUsry. 
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MEMORIAL 

Of  sundry  merchants^  traders,  and  other  citizens  of 
Baltimore March  3,  1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeentatives  of  the 
United  States  in  Congreis  assembled: 

.  The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  merchants 
and  traders,  aod. citizens  of  Baltimore,  respect- 
fully represents: 

That  your  memorialists  have  viewed  with  deep 
concern  the  progress  of  the  bill  now  pending  be- 
fore your  honorable  bodies,  which  has  for  its  ob- 
ject the  establishment  of  a  new  tariff,  or  to  amend 
the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports. 

The  provisions  of  that  bill,  if  carried  into  exe- 
cution, your  memorialists  apprehend,  will  serious-^ 
ly  affect  their  rights  and  interest,  as  well  as  the 
nghts  and  interest  of  the  largest  portion  of  the 
community. 

Under  our  free  and  happy  Gro? eminent  every 
citizen  is  at  liberty  to  employ  his  capital,  labor, 
and  resources,  of  every  kind,  in  the  way  that  he 
may  deem  most  profitable,  useful,  or  agreeable,  to 
kimself,  provided  it  does  not  violate  law  or  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  others.  It  is  the  great 
and  important  office  of  Grovernment  to  give  equal 
protection  to  all  lawful  occupations,  and  never  to 
cherish  or  exalt  one  at  the  expense  of  others.  A 
deviation  from  this  principle  cannot  fail  to  work 
injury  and  injustice.  The  very  heavy  duties 
contemplated  by  the  bill  in  question,  on  many 
articles  of  foreign  production,  amount  to  a  pro- 
hibition of  their  importation,  and  in  the  same  de- 
gee  operate  in  a  premium  or  bounty  to  the  manu- 
cturer  of  the  like  article  in  this  country.  By 
this  operation  the  merchant  is  checked  in  the  free- 
dom of  his  pursuits,  and  the  consumer  is  heavily 
taxed.  One  part  of  the  community  is  likely  to  be 
exalted  at  the  expense  of  all  the  rest,  and  of  course 
the  law  would  be  partial  and  unjust.  Our  Gov- 
ernment was  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  promo- 
ting the  general  welfare,  and  when  it  deviates 
from  this  course,  it  ceases  to  be  useful.  The  citi- 
zen who  has  embarked  his  fortune  in  commercej 
or  navigation,  or  affricolture,  is  equally  entitled 
to  the  protection  and  encouragement  of  Grovern- 
ment with  the  manufacturer;  nor  ought  the  strong 
arm  of  Government  to  be  ever  extended  for  the 
purpose  of  elevating  the  one  above  the  other. 
That  this  would  be  the  result  of  the  proposed  new 
system,  if  carried  into  execution,  may  be  demon- 
strated, and  has  been  already  shown  by  the  me- 
morials already  presented  to  your  honorable  body, 
by  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
ethers.  It  will  interfere,  too,  with  the  exchange 
of  commodities  with  other  nations.  If  we  do  not 
buy  their  manufactures  they  will  not  be  custom- 
ers for  the  produce  of  our  country.  This  abridg- 
ment of  commercial  riffhis  is  an  immediate  loss  to 
the  merchant,  and  wiu  be  an  incalculable  injury 
to  the  cultivatofis  of  cotton^  rice,  and  tobacco,  and 
commerce  generally,  provided  a  spirit  of  retalia- 
tion is  exerted  in  other  countries,  and  a  system  of 
countervailing  duties  is  adopted  by  them,  than 
which,  no  event  in  the  womb  of  time  is  more 
probable. 


A  direct  and  certain  eflfect  of  extitngnt  ot 
excessive  duties  is  to  introduce  smoggliog.  No 
evil  is  more  to  be  shunned  than  this,  in  aeoooirr, 
and  under  a  Qovernment,  constituted  ts  wm  k 
If  ever  it  is  encouraged  by  a  respectable  portin 
of  the  community,  however  small,  it  willqDielif 
grow  into  extensive  practice,  and  wiUnqflire 
more  force  than  the  Navy  and  Army  of  tkeUfli- 
ted  States  to  pot  it  down.    The  ^mmoni  efet 
and  the  injury  to  the  public  revenue  andtsilK 
fair  traders,  will  be  ielt  for  ages.    Onr  npo^i 
institutions  rest,  for  support,  on  the  ?irtaeofi^ 
peo^e,  and  wise  legislators  wiH  deprecate  nay 
measure  that  has  a  tendency  to  corrapt  t^ 
The  new  tariff,  your  memorialists  humbly  oi- 
ceive,  is  one  of  this  character.    If  the  object  o( 
the  depending  bill  is  not  to  exalt  one  oecopitka 
at  the  expense  of  all  the  others,  yoor  memorniisi 
are  at  a  loss  to  understand  for  what  purpose  its 
introduced.    It  cannot  be  for  tevenae.  Tbed( 
order  of  tbin^^  has  filled  the  Treasory  to  oto- 
flowing.    This  result  has  been  produced  witboK 
oppression,  and  all  rejoice  in  it.    Why  cbufci 
certainty  for  a  doubtful  experiment,  with  odiov 
and  alarming  features?    Such  condoctjooriM- 
morialists  humbly  conceive,  is  not  coDptiiUe 
with  wisdom  or  policy.    It  certainly  is  doicab- 
patible  with  the  spirit  of  our  free  CoDsmoiioe. 
The  manufactures  of  the  country  are  topi/pro- 
tected at  present.    They  flourish  whernerdKf 
are  conducted  with  skill  and  prodeDce,  ud  ne 
very  able  to  stand  alone.    Your  memoritlisisR- 
gret  that  they  cannot  say  the  same  of  oor  com- 
merce and  navigation.     These  laDgaisb,ud« 
depressed  to  a  degree  that  excites  serioos  ibfii 
and  are  most  worthy  of  the  fostering  est  of 
CongrcflSk  They  have  been  sources  of  «caltb,sii 
have  yielded  the  means  of  support  to  OomiiB»i 
Your  memorialists  might  urge  other  aid  ^w- 
erful  arguments  against  the  passage  of  tbeUln 
question  into  a  law.     But  the  subject  Jus  bea 
already  so  ably  treated  in  the  New  York  nA 
other  memorials,  that  more  need  not  be  sated  tt 
present.    Your  memorialists  concur  io  (be  seoti- 
mentsand  opinions  of  these  mmorisk,*^^ 
lieve,  with  their  commercial  btctbics  n  other 
places  that  the  evils  of  the  newsfSMrifadop^ 
ed,  will  preponderate  over  the  good  to  be  expected 
from  it;  that,  in  principle,  it  isoojut^u^iA 
practice,  will  be  oj^esstve  ta  a  great  mapnty: 
that  it  will  injure  commerce,  narigatioD,  and  if- 
ricoUore.    That  it  is  calculated,  is  its  opentioL 
to  benefit  the  few  at  the  expense,  and  lo  tbegmt 
injury,  of  the  many;  and  that  it  will  ptoxo^ 
smuggling,  impair  the  revenue,  and  destroy « 
fair  trader.  ^ 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  prsy  that  the  W 
may  not  pass  into  a  law.    And  they  will  pray,  << 


MEMORIAL 

Of  Sundry  Farmers  of  the  State  ef  Peimj/lvQM^- 

Mareh  3, 1824. 
To  theSensteanJ  House  of  Rcf reseDUUvcf  of  »< 
United  Sutes  in  Congress  assenhied . 
I     The  memorial  of  the  anbscribeci,  eittzos  of 
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he  city  and  coanty  of  Philadelphia,  respectfully 
ho  wet  h : 

That  the  existing  tariff  requires  an  early  and 
borough  revision,  so  as  to  remove  the  strong  oIh 
ections  to  which  it  is  liable  in  its  present  form. 

L  It  is  manifestly  unjust  and  impolitic;  as, 
onlrary  to  the  first  principles  of  policy  and  jus- 
ice,  it  imposes  oppressive  duties  on  necessaries  of 
ife,  some  of  them  used  wholly  by  the  poor,  and 
dinits  on  low  duties  conveniences  and  luxuries, 
ome  of  them  used  wholly,  and  all  of  them  chiefly, 
y  the  wealthy.  The  duties  on  molasses  is  about 
2  per  cent.;  on  brown  sugar  100  to  IdO;  on 
ohea  tea  120 ;  on  souchong  150 ;  and  on  salt 
80.  Whereas  gold  and  silver  plate,  jewels,  lace 
nd  lace  veils,  watches,  ^.,  pay  but  7^ ;  clocks, 
ilks,  satins,  cambric  linens,  bombazets,  gauzes, 
ad  Canton  crapes,  but  l^-lClrina,  elegant  cut- 
ery,  girandoles,  and  lustres,  but  30 — and  plated 
vare,  fine  muslins,  calicoes,  kerseymere,  broad- 
loth,  cashmere,  and  merino  shawls,  Brussels  and 
ttber  carets,  but  25.  To  show  the  extreme  yio- 
ation  of  justice  in  this  respect,  it  will  be  sufficient 

0  state,  that  100  dollars  worth  of  salt,  180  dol- 
ars  worth  of  brown  sugar,  150  dollars  worth  of 
lohea  tea  J  or  120  dollars  worth  of  souchong,  pay 
is  much  duty  as  720  dollars  worth  of  Brussels 
arpets,  C  ashmere  or  merino  shawls,  or  broadcloth ; 
K)0  dollars  worth  of  porcelain  or  girandoles; 
1)200  dollars  worth  of  silks,  satins,  gauzes,  or 
Dan  ton  crapes ;  Or  2,400  dollars  worth  of  silver 
plate,  jewels,  lace,  or  lace  veils.  We  feel  confi- 
lent  that  the  most  aristocratical  or  despotic  Gk>v- 
>rnment  in  Europe  cannot  furnish  a  more  shock- 
ng  instance  of  partiality  towards  the  rich  and 
>ppression  of  the  poor. 

II.  The  tariff  is  liable  to  objection  on  the  score 
)f  partiality  on  another  ground.  It  protects  cer- 
aia  species  of  the  productions  of  the  national  in- 
lustry  by  exorbitant  duties,  and  exposes  to  ruin. 
Tom  foreign  rivalship,  those  citizens  employed 
>n  other  productions,  entitled,  on  every  grouna  of 
iustice,  to  equal  protection.  We  have  seen  that 
he  wealthy  suffar  planter  is  protected  by  a  duty 
)f  one  hundred  per  cent.  The  tobacco  planter  is 
protected  by  a  duty  on  manufactured  tobacco 
>f  10  cents  per  lb.,  which,  at  the  ordinary  rates 
ibroad,  is  aUo  one  hundred  per  cent  Botn  these 
irticles  are  bulky,  and  subject  to  very  heavy 
freight,  averaging  probably  at  least  fifteen  per 
sent. ;  whereas  the  poor  stocking  weaver  has  only 

1  protection  of  20  per  cent. ;  the  manufacturer  of 
&ne  muslins  and  woollen  ^ds  only  25  per  cent. ; 
ind  the  manufacturer  of  ironmongery,  steel,  cop- 
per, tin,  brass,  and  lead,  only  20  per  cent.  The 
treights  on  some  of  these  latter  articles  are  not 
above  2;  on  others  8,  9,  or  10  per  cent.' 

It  is  with  strong  feelings,  which  we  will  not 
express,  but  whicl;^may  be  readily  conceived,  that 
we  have  observed,  whenever  an  attempt  has  been 
made  to  afford '  further  protection,  by  an  increase 
of  the  existing  duties,  for  instance,  on  woollen 
and  fine  cotton  manufactures  from  25  to  33  per 
cent. ;  on  manufactures  of  iron,  steel,  brass,  cop- 
per, ike,y  from  20  to  25,  that  the  tobacco  and 
sugar  -planters,  thus  exorbitantly  protected  them- 


telves^  regardless  of  the  equal  rights  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens, havfe  united  in  a  solid  phalanx,  to 
vote  down  th<e  proposition.  On  this  extraordinary 
conduct,  it  would  be  wholly  superfluous  to  offer 
the  comments  which  will  readily  present  them- 
selves to  your  hooorable  houses. 

The  tariff  is  liable  to  strong  objections  on  other 
groonds. 

III.  For  the  encouracfement  of  national  indus- 
try, the  wise  nations  of  Europe  haye  almost  uni- 
versally admitted  raw  materials  at  low  duties,  or 
duty  free.  This  principle  is  recognised  in  our 
tariff  in  many  cases.  But  in  others  it  imposes 
equal  and  sometimes  higher  duties  on  bulky  raw 
materials,  than  on  the  articles  fabricated  of  them. 

Flax  and  woolpay  a  duty  of  15  per  cant.  Hemp 
a  duty  equal  to  33 ;  cotton  a  dmy  equal  to  about 
37^.  Whereas  linens — all  other  articles  made  of 
flax-^-camlets,  and  calimancoes,  pay  but  fifteen. 
Hempen  cjoth,  f  except  Russia  and  German  linen*, 
Russia  and  Holland^  duck,)  pay  but  20  per  cent,  i 
fine  cottons  25,  and  cotton  stockings  only  20« 
Thus,  in  some  ca8es,Mhe  raw  material  pays  50 
and  60  per  cent,  more  duty  than  the  manufac- 
tured article. 

We  would  obeerre  that  the  bounty  on  Britiah 
linens  at  five  pence  per  yard  is  20  per  cent — at 
six  pence  per  yard  is  25  per  cent.— and  on  higher 
priced,  from  10  to  25 ;  whereas  oar  duty,  as  above, 
IS  only  15.  Thus  the  bountv  on  low  priced  linena 
pays  not  only  the  duty  but  the  freight. 

We  hare  never  objected,  nor  do  we  now  object, 
to  the  liberal  protection  afforded  to  commerce^ 
which  has  been  guarded  by  every  precaution  that 
legislative  wisdom  could  devise.  We  have  never 
murmured  nor  repined  at  the  enormous  expense 
it  entails  on  us,  for  fieets,  armies,  and  ambassadors* 
But  we  must  deeply  regret,  that  whatever  distrese 
prevails  amonr  the  manufacturers— (as,  for  in- 
stance, in  the  disastrous  years  1819,  '20,  and  '21, 
when  ruin  spread  among  them  far  and  wide,) 
whenever  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  afford 
them  relief  the  merchants  have  united  their  pap- 
amount  influence  with  as  much  zeal  to  defeat  the 
measure,  and  prevent  the  relief  of  their  fellow^ 
citizens,  as  if  their  own  vital  interests  were  about 
to  be  destroyed — or  as  if  the  manufacturers  were 
not  equally  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  Gov« 
emment  with  themselves. 

We  will  enumerate  some  of  the  great  advantages 
enjoyed  by  the  merchants,  and  wish  them  con- 
trasted with  the  additional  protection  for  mano^ 
factnrers  proposed  by  Mr.  Baldwin's  bill. 

1.  Foftien  vessels  are  absolutely  prohibitedi 
under  penalty  of  confiscation,  from  carrying  on 
the  coasting  trade ;  thus  securing  it  to  our  own 
merchants  exclusively. 

2.  Qoods  imported  in  foreign  vessels  pay  an 
addition  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  duties  charged  on 
those  imported  In  American  venels. 

3.  American  vessels  pay  but  six  cents  per  ton 
on  entry ;  foreign  vessels,  not  on  the  most  favor- 
able footing,  50  cents.  A  difference  of  700  per 
cent. 

4.  The  duty  on  souchong  and  other  black  teas 
in  American  vessels  is  25  cents  per  pound ;  on 
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imperial  and  gunpowder,  50 ;  oa  hyson  and 
young  byson,  40 ;  and  on  by  son  skin,  and  other 
green  teas^  28 :  whereas,  in  foreign  vessels,  the 
duties  are  34,  68,  56,  an^  38  cents;  making  a  dif- 
ference of  duty  in  favor  of  the  American  mer* 
chant,  of  no  less  than  37  per  cent. 

These  and  other  advantages  early  elevated  the 
American  tonnage  to  the  second  rank  in  the  scale 
of  nations — and  would  alone  be  sufficient  to  prove 
the  necessity  and  immense  advantage  of  protect- 
ing national  industry  from  overwhelming  foreign 
competition.  Had  the  let^ui-alone  policy  prevailed 
in  regard  to  our  shipping,  we  would  never  have 
attained  the  rank  which  we  now  hold. 

Against  the  proposed  measure  a  Constitutional 
objection  has  been  raised.  It  is  very  confidently 
asserted,  that  Congress  possesses  no  right. to  im- 
pose duties  to  protect  manufactures,  or  for  any 
other  purpose  than  revenue.  We  respectfully  con- 
ceive that  this  objection  will  not  stand  investiga- 
tion. The  high  duty  on  manufactured  tobacco, 
coeval  with  the  Government  itself,  was  intended 
for  the  protection  of  the  tobacco  planter.  It  has 
no  reference  whatever  to  revenue ;  as  the  whole 
amount  collected  from  tobacco,  since  the  Govern- 
ment was  formed,  would  not  pay  the  6alary  of  a 
naval  officer  for  a  single  year.  The  high  duties 
jOB  foreign  spirits  were  imposed  to  aid  thi  farmer, 
by  protecting  the  distillation  of  American  spirits, 
and  thus  securing  him  a  market  for  his  grain. 
The  high  duty  on  hemp  was  originally  laid  to 
enable  the  planters  of  South  Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia, to  cultivate  that  article,  as  at  that  time.  [1769,] 
rice  and  indigo,  their  two  leading  staples,  had 
sunk  so  low  m  price,  as  not  to  be  worth  culti- 
vating. 

.  Among  the  objections  to  the  modification  of 
the  tariff  great  emphasis  is  laid  on  its  tendency 
40  promote  smuggling.  The  chief  duties  proposed 
by  Mr.  Baldwin's  tariff,  were  those  on  woollens 
and  fine  cottons,  33  per  cent,  instead  of  25  -,  25 
per  cent,  on  manufactures  of  iron,  steel,  brass, 
copper,'  tin,  lead,  &c.,  instead  of  20 ;  and,  for  sake 
«f  revenue,  25  per  cent,  on  silks  and  linens.  We 
vespectfiilly  conceive  that  it  is  sufficient  to  meet 
this  objection,  to  state,  that  while  we  impose  120 
and  150  percent,  on  teas,  100  per  c^t.  on  pepper, 
50  per  cent,  on  pimentO|  fOO  per  cenL  on  spirits 
and  sugar.  50,  60,  75,  and  60  per  cent,  on  wines, 
it  is  utterly  inconsistent  to  allege  the  danger  of 
amng^ling,  as  a  necessary  result  of  imposing  du- 
ties ot  25  and  33  per  cent. 

We  wish  to  meet  one  other  objection  to  the 
protection  of  manufactures — the  danger  of  extor- 
tion—after the  example  of  the  period  of  the  war, 
in  which  prices  were  raised,  as  it  is  said,  exor- 
bitantly. It  might  be  sufficient  to  repel  this  ob- 
jection, to  state,  that  the  great  rise  of  raw  mate- 
rials, wool  for  instance,  from  75  cents  to  three 
and  four  dollars  per  lb.,  would  have  warranted  a 

K&ter  rise  than  actually  took  place.  But  we 
leave  to  observe  that,  in  the  year  1815.  at  the 
period  of  the  enaction  of  the  present  tariff,  when 
the  clamor  against  extortion  was  first  excited,  and 
zealously  urged,  flour  rose  from' eight  to  ten  dol- 
lars; upland  cottoA  from  13  to  20  cents — and 


I  tobacco  from  ninety-six  to  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  dollars ;  and  that  on  the  declaration  of  war. 
most  imported  articles  were  raised  at  oace  20, 30, 
40,  and  50  per  cent.  We  trust  that  these  plain  facta, 
on  which  we  forbear  to  dilate,  will  set  this  ob- 
jection at  rest  forever,  with  all  men  who  re^rd 
their  character. 

Hitherto  we  have  considered  the  subject  moely 
as  regards  the  prosperity  of  our  manofaetKes — 
and  the  equal  claims  of  our  manufacturers.  We 
now  wish  to  consider  it  on  higher  grooni— ia  a 
grand  national  point  of  view. 

We  have  been  at  peace  for  verr  nearly  sne 
years.  No  great  national  calamity  nas  visiteiv 
during  that  period.  We  have  been  blest  with  sups- 
abundance  of  all  the  fruits  of  the  earth.  Of  oae 
of  the  most  valuable  raw  materials  in  the  wocli 
we  produce,  at  least,  three-fifths  of  the  entire  coih 
sumption  of  Europe  and  America.  Oar  natnnL 
moral,  and  political  advantages,  never  were  ex- 
ceeded, perhaps  never  equalled,  in  the  annab  of  the 
human  race.  Under  a  good  system  we  could  aac 
possibly  have  failed  to  enjoy  great  prosperity— 
every  order,  condition,  profession,  and  trade  woald 
thrive.  Full  employment  would  be  had  for  everf 
man,  woman,  and  child,  disposed  to  indostry.  Tbe 
country  would  exhibit  the  appearance  of  a  tcrrestritl 
paradise — and  would  really  hold  out  ^  an  asytoia 
to  the  oppressed  of  all  nations.^'  But  to  the  mcD- 
hers  of  your  honorable  houses,  coining  fioo  tbe 
East  and  the  West,  the  North  and  the  Soath,  we 
appeal  for  the  triith  of  the  following  facts :— that^ 
with  the  exception  of  certain  situations  and  ocea- 
pations,  enjoyjngtMirticular  advantages,  d«pe»oa 
pervades  the  land — that  so  much  of  the  ladostry 
required  to  supply  our  wants,  is  performed  ia  for- 
eign countries,  that  almost  every  rankaad  conditioa 
in  life,  every  trade,  profession,  and  occopaiioo. 
is  crowded — that  most  of  our  great  staples,  al- 
though reduced  in  quantity  since  the  year  1801, 
(notwithstanding  an  increase  in  our  popolatioa 
of  67  per  cent,)  are  so  far  beyond  the  demand  of 
the  foreign  markets,  as  to  reduce  the  jpvice  bdow 
what  afiords  a  reasonable  remoneiatibo  to  the 
cultivator ;  in  one^  word,  that  with  mU  the  blessr 
ings  that  could  be  desired  to  secuie  nau'onal  hap- 
piness, the  situation  of  the  couatry  is  very  far, 
mdeed,  from  prosperous* 

.  That  a  change  of  our  system  is  requnte,  mosit 
therefore  be  obvious  to  the  most  superficial  ob- 
server. That  nothing  further  can  be  done  for 
compaerce,  is  equally  clear.  For  agrieoltnre, 
which,  with  few  exceptions,  has  the  ezelosiTt 
supply  of  the  nation,  little  is  within  the  power  of 
Congress.  But  the  department  of  manufacture 
afi(prds  ample  scope  for  healing  the  wounds  of 
the  nation. 

No  country^  ever  fullv  availed  itself  of  its  id- 
vantages,  which  devoted  an  over  proportion  of  its 
industry  to  agriculture  Let  us  examine  the  case 
of  Italy,  Spain,  Portugjal,  Ireland,  and  Polaad. 
rich  in  the  utmost  profusion  of  the  gifts  of  aa- 
ture-^and  with  vastsurplusses  of  all  the^ecessaiia 
of  life,  yet  exhibiting,  amidst  boondless  abundaace. 
the  most  afiiicting  scenes  of  wretchedness  sad 
misery,  in  all  its  grades  and  forms.    The  boaanes 
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>f  Heaven  are  lavished  on  them  in  vain.  Their 
lemaDds  for  the  productions  of  the  maDafactaring 
latioDs  are  imperious  and  increasing — but  the  de- 
sands  for  their  productions  are  fluctuating,  and 
lubject  to  the  variations  of  seasons  in  the  nations 
m  which  they  depend.  Of  this  the  United  States 
lave  had  dear-bought  experience  during  every 
)eriod  of  their  existence.  It  is  probable  that  this 
luctuation  has  caused  losses  to  our  citizens,  within 
he  last  thirty  years,  to  the  amount  of  from  one 
kundred  to  one  hunared  and  fifty  millions  of  dol- 
ars.  On  this  all  important  subject,  we  present 
he  luminous  view  of  Alexander  hamilton: 

"There  are  nstnral  csoses  tending  to  render  the 
(xternal  demand  for  .the  surpliisof  sgricultarai  nations 
i  precarious  reliance.  The  difiesences  of  eeatons  in 
he  countries  which  are  the  consumers,  make  immense 
lifierences  in  the  produce  of  their  own  soils,  in  dif« 
erent  years,  end  consequently  in  the  degrees  of  their 
lecessity  for  foreign  supply.  Plentiful  harvests  with 
hem,  especially  if  similar  ones  occur  at  the  same  time 
n  the  countries  which  are  the  furnishers,  occasion,  of 
;our8e,  a  glat  in  the  markets  of  the  latter." 

The  proportion  of  the  population  of  Great 
Britain  employed  in  agriculture  is  about  33  per 
tent.;  in  Ireland,  about  75;  in  the  United  States, 
ibout  84.  If  the  proportion  were  reduced  to  70 
)r  75,  and  the  consumers  of  the  produce  of  the 
loil  proportionably  increased,  we  should  export 
ess  of  our  produce,  and,  reasoning  by  analogy, 
md  from  experience,  receive  20,  30,  40,  or  50  per 
;ent.  more  for  the  reduced  quantity  than  now  for 
;he  whole.  Our  statistics  furnish  innumerable 
examples  in  proof  of  this  theory.  We  shall  quote 
)niy  two.  The  exporl  of  flour  in  1819,  was  only 
''50,660  barrels,  of  which  the  average  price  was 
$8,  and  the  amount  $6,005,280.  The  export  of 
1820,  was  1,177,036  barrels,  Which  so  far  glutted 
he  foreign  market,  as  to  reduce  the  price  to  $4  50, 
md  the  whole  amount  to  $5,296,664.  The  export 
>f  cotton  in  1819,  was  87,997,045  lbs.,  which 
>roduced  (21,081,771.  The  export  of  1820,  was 
127,860,152  lbs.,  and  the  great  increase  so  far 
educed  the  price  that  the  proceeds  were  only 
(22,308,667.  The  general  tenor  of  our  export 
rade  goes  to  establish  this  theory  beyond  all  con- 
roversy. 

Our  system  has  had  a  fair  trial  for  thirty-four 
rears  of  peace,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  war 
)f  two  years  and  a  half.  After  enjoying  all  the 
mmense  advantages  of  a.  neutral  commerce  for 
tbove  seventeen  years,  it  found  us,  at  the  com- 
neo cement  of  a  perilous  warfare,  to^lly  unpre- 
pared for  the  emergenc]^,  in  regard  to  finances, 
tnd  the  means  of  providing  a  large  proportion  of 
;he  articles  most  essential  to  human  comfort  and 
sonvenience;  among  which  must  be  enumerated 
the  great  articles  of  clothing.  The  woollen  man- 
ifacture  had  been  so  wholly  neglected,  and  we 
were  so  dependent  on  European  supplies,  that  we 
irere  unable  to  furnish  a  few  thousand  dollars 
worth  of  blankets  for  the  Indians.  Our  cotton 
manufacture  was  at  so  low  an  ebb,  that  our  whole 
consumption  of  the  raw  material,  in  1810,  was 
only  3,000,000  lbs,,  though  in  that  year  we  ex- 
ported 93,000,000  lbs.    Whereas,  by  a   proper 


protection,  both  of  those  branches  might  have 
been  raised  to  full  maturity  so  as  to  have  supplied 
our  utmost  wants.  Our  system  inflicted  on  the 
nation,  throughout  the  whole  war,  the  most  dan- 
gerous feebleness  in  regard  to  our  fiscal  resources. 
To  meet  the  demands  of  the  country  for  ciothins 
and  other  necessary  articles^  for  which  we  had 
depended  on  Europe,  manufactories  were  hastilv 
established,  with  slender  capitals,  great  inexperi- 
ence, deficiency  of  machinery,  and  under  almost 
every  other  disadvantage  which  could  militate 
against  great  undertakings.  The  energy  and  in* 
tdligence  of  our  citizens  overcame  them  all.  In 
a  few  n^onths  they  attained  a  perfection,  without 
Governmental  aid,  which  dther  nations  required 
many  years  and  great  aid  from  Government,  to 
attain.  Millions  of  money  were  invested  in  those 
ffrand  establishments — but  peace  unfortunately 
blasted  and  blighted  the  nattering  prospects; 
ruined  probably  two-thirds  of  the  manufacturers ; 
and  sacrificed  the  same  proportion  of  the  capital 
thus  investedy  A  timely  aid  at  that  period,  such 
as  the  nations  of  Europe  afibrd  their  manufac- 
turers, would  have  averted  the  desolation  that 
ensued. 

With  one  other  view  of  our  afiairs,  so  far  as 
regards  the  interests  and  safety  of  the  nation,  we 
shall  conclude  this  memorial.  Great  Britain  and 
France,  exhausted  by  a  protracted  and  destructive 
warfare,  of  above  twenty  years,  in  which  the 
former  expended  $7,000,000,000,  and  the  latter 
$4,400,000,000,  are  now,  by  protecting  the  industry 
of  their  subjects  in  all  its  forms,  reviving  from  the 
consequences  of  this  state  of  things.  They  are 
rapidly  paying  off  their  national  debts — reducing 
the  amount  ot  their  taxes — wonderfully  extending 
their  manufactures  and  commerce — and  increasing 
in  wealth  and  resources.  Great  Britain  has  within 
the  last  year  established  an  effective  sinking  fund 
of  (22,500,000.  Our  situation  exhibits  a  melan- 
choly contrast  Our  debt  is  diminishing  slowly— 
our  smking  fund  is  annihilated — our  manufactures,, 
coarse  cottons  excepted,  make  slender  progress--- 
our  commerce  is  generally  depressed — property  is 
reducing  in  value — and  circulation  is  excessively 
sluggish.  In  a  word,  so  far  as  regards  this  por- 
tion of  the  Union,  to  use  the  languase  of  the 
directors  of  the  Philadelphia  Bank:  ''The  mer« 
can  tile  embarrassments  of  the  country  for  some 
years  past  have  been  so  severely  felt  by  persons  of 
all  ranks  in  societv,  and  the  miseries  oif  poverty 
have  invaded  the  nresides  of  so  many  of  oar  re- 
spectable fellow-citizens,"  that  to  ehan^  a  system, 
which  has  produced  so  many  evils,  is  imperiously 
necessary.  We,  therefore,  respectfully  pray  that 
the  tariff  may  be  so  modified,  as  to  afibrd  that  pro- 
tection to  manufactures  which  our  Government 
affords  to  commerce. 


PUBLIC  SCHOOL  LANDS. 

ResUtUum  and  Memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  tlte 
State  of  Ohio,  upon  the  subfect  of  the  Lands  set  apart 
for  the  purpose  of  Public  Schools^-^MarchlO,  1824. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  memorial  be  wh^ 
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mitted  to  tbe  Congrew  of  the  United  States,  dur- 
ing the  present  session ,  or  so  soon  as  may  be  prac- 
ticable. 

The  Mmorial  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  Oenend  A^- 

eemblp,  respedfuUy  itpresente : 

That,  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  United 
Scateis  ps[6sed  the  30th  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
1802,  the  following  among  other  propositions  were 
offered  to  the  Convention  to  be  assembled  for  the 
formation  of  a  State  Government  for  the  people 
of  the  eastern  division  of  the  territory  Northwest 
of  the  Ohio,  including  the  State  of  Ohio ;  that  is 
to  say:  thai  the  section  number  sixteen,  m  every 
township,  and  where  such  section  had  been  sold, 
other  lands  equivalent  thereto  should  be  granted 
to  the  inhabitants  of  such  township  for  the  use  of 
schools. 

Secondly,  That  the  six  miles  reseryaticm,  in- 
cluding the  salt  springs,  commonly  called  the 
S^ioio  salt  springs,  tbe  salt  spring  near  the  Musk- 
ingum river,  and  in  the  military  tract,  with  the 
sections  of  land  which  include  the  same,  should 
be  granted  to  the  said  State  for  the  use  of  the 
people  thereof:  Prwidedy  The  said  Legislature 
abould  never  sell  nor  lease  the  same  for  a  longer 
period  than  ten  years. 

That  the  foregoing  propositions,  when  acted 
apon  and  considered  m  convention  of  Ohio,  and 
by  an  ordinance  passed  the  29th  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  1802,  the  aforesaid  propositions  were 
accepted  :  Provided,  that  the  following  modifica- 
tions should  be  made  thereto,  that  is  to  say ;  that, 
in  addition  to  the  first  propositions  seciuing  the 
section  number  sixteen,  tn  every  township,  within 
eertain  tracts  to  the  inhabitants  thereof  for  tbe 
use  of  schools,  a  like  donation,  equal  to  the  one 
thirty-sixth  part  of  the  amount  of  the  lands  in  the 
United  States'  military  tract,  should  be  made  for 
the  support  of  schools  within  that  tract ;  and  also 
that  the  like  provision  should  be  made  for  the 
AQf^rt  of  schools  in  the  Virginia  Reservation,  so 
far  as  the  unlocated  lands  in  that  tract  would  sup- 
ply the  proportion,  after  the  warrants  issued  from 
said  Slate  should  have  been  satisfied ;  and  also 
that  a  donation  of  the  same  kind,  or  such  provi- 
mam  as  Congress  should  deem  expedient,  should 
be^malde  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Connecticut  Re- 
serve ;  and  that  out  of  all  the  lands  which  might 
thereafter  be  porahased  of  the  Indian  tribes  by  the 
United  States,  and  lying  within  the  State  of  Ohio, 
that  the  one  thirty-sixth  part  should  be  given  as 
aforesaid  for  the  support  of  public  schools ;  and 
that  all  lands  before  mentioned  to  be  appropriated 
for  the  use  of  schools  should  be  vested  in  the  Le- 
gislature  of  said  State  of  Ohio,  in  trust  for  said 
purpose. 

That  a  certain  proportion  of  the  lands  lying 
within  the  State  of  Ohio  had  already  been  dis- 
posed of  by  the  United  States;  and  by  patent  da- 
ted on  the  13th  day  of  September,  in  the  year 
1794,  certain  lands  therein  described  were  gran  ted 
unto  John  ClevesSymmes,  reserving  to  the  United 
States  out  of  each  township  within  the  same,  lot 
numbered  sixteen,  for  the  use  of  schools,  being  one  1 


thirty-sixth  part  of  the  whole  tract  granted  a 
aforesaid. 

That  a  certain  tract  had  also  been  gnnted  nuo 
Manassah  Cutler,  and  others,  under  the  Dime  of 
the  Ohio  Company,  in  w<hicn,lot  nanber  axten, 
being  one  thirty-sixth  part,  was  also  leserrerf^ 
the  use  of  schools;  in  addition  to  whidnreihe 
appropriations  for  the  Ohio  and  Miami  CiiTos- 
ty,  but  to  which  last  appropriations  tu  tk  Oliio 
and  Miami  University  your  memoritlisti  bre 
only  adverted  as  not  being  intended  to  \xma- 
ced  in  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  herewnks^ 
mitted» 

That  the  ordinances  of  the  conveation  of  OU, 
of  November.  1802,  gave  rise  to  the  act  of  C» 
^ress  of  the  United  States  of  tbe  3d  dayofMaici 
m  the  year  1803,  by  which  it  was  eoacted  dor 
specifically— 

Firstly.  That  certain  quarter  towashiis  in  ik 
tract  commonly  called  the  United  States'  oiiiivf 
tract,  and  in  said  act  particularly  describedjamomv 
ing  tt>  the  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  tbe  esdinted 
whole  amount  of  lands  within  that  irld: 

Secondly.  That  certain  other  qnartertDwishi]! 
in  the  same  United  States'  military  tiact,  uda 
said  act  particularly  described,  for  tbe  w  of  tt( 
tract  of  country  commonly  called  the  CouKCUcit 
B^eserve,  were  also  by  said  act  granted  orteserfed 

Thirdly.  So  much  of  that  tract  witbiatiiisSBie 
commonly  failed  the  Virginia  Milittrj  Aoem- 
tion,  as  would  amount  to  one  thirty-sixtkpirtof 
the  whole  tract,  was  also  granted,  to  be  seeded 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  Suite  of  Ohio,  out  of 
the  unlocated  lands  in  that  tract,  after  ibevir- 
rants  issued  from  the  State  of  Viipnii  s^ 
have  been  satisfied. 

Fourthly.  There  was  also  granted  tod  second 
by  %he  same  act,  one  thirty-sixth  part  o(  tJI  tk 
lands  of  the  United  States  lying  la  tbe  Stiieof 
Ohio,  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  not  beet  ei- 
tinguished,  which  might  thereafter  be  porebiscd 
of  the  Indian  tribes  by  the  United  Stetes^  vhieb 
thirty-sixth  part  should  consbt  of  rbe  seetioiii 
numoer  sixteen,  in  each  townshipb  Tbes|ieeified 
and  declared  ooject  of  the  aforesaid  fn«»  'M 
reservations  were  for  the  use  of  codbiob  xhoajs 
within  the  several  districts  of  coaotrf  tbetaa 
specified,  and  were,  as  your  memoraliit*«wceiw, 
granted  upon  full  consideration  trisiai  f roQ  the 
increased  value  of  the  remaining  luds  bdoag)^ 
to  the  United  States,  and  also  from  tbe  Telinqow* 
ment  on  the  part  of  the  Sute  of  Ohio,  of  the  n^ 
to  tax  the  lands  of  the  United  States  wiibio  ok 
State  of  Ohio,  until  five  years  after  tbealetba^ 
of ;  and  that  it  was  by  tbe  aforesaid  act  expin^ 
declared,  that  the  several  appropriations  » 
schools,  made  therein,  were  in  coDformitfwft 
and  in  consideration  (h  the  conditioas  agreed  ob 
by  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  the  ordinance  of  the  c* 
vention  of  said  Stote,  bearing  date  of  tbe  w 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  1802,  and  berea- 
before  particularly  referred  to. 

That  your  memorialists  conceive  that  it  wist» 
intention  of  the  parties  to  the  compact  sforfs«f 
that  one-thlrty-slixth  part  of  all  the  lands  wM 
the  State  of  Ohio,  shoukl  be  granted  to  tbe  ^ 
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hereof,  for  the  use  of  common  schools,  and  should 
)e  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Legislature 
hereof;  and  that  this  construction  is  warranted 
)y  the  spirit,  and  even  by  the  letter,  of  the  different 
lets  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  when 
lonsidered  in  relation  to  the  ordinance  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  above  referred  to,  and  to  which  a 
lirect  reference  is  had  by  the  aforesaid  last  recited 
ict  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

That,  when  it  was  afterwards  ascertained,  that 
he  grant  aforesaid,  in  relation  to  the  tract  of 
ountry,  commonly  called  the  Virginia  Military 
leservation,  would  be  rendered  wholly  inopera- 
ive  in  consequence  of  the  limitation  and  eondi- 
ion  thereunto  annexed,  by  reason  of  the  great 
nd  uncertain  amount  of  warrants  which  had 
leen  issued  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  together  with 
he  extended  period  for  locatingr  the  same,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of 
he  stipulations  of  the  compact  aforesaid,  by  the 
ct  passed  the  2d  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1807, 
ppropriated  eighteen  quarter  townships  and  three 
ections,  as  are  in  said  act  described,  for  the  use 
f  schools,  in  that  tract  of  land,  in  the  State  of 
)hio,  commonly  called  Virginia  Military  Reser- 
ation,  which  were,  by  the  said  act,  also  vested 
a  the  Legislature,  in  trust  for  the  use  aforesaid. 

That,  at  the  period  when  the  act  aforesaid, 
aaking  an  appropriation  for  the  tract,  commonly 
ailed  the  Connecticut  Reserve,  was  passed,  the 
ndian  title  had  been  eztinguished|^  that  part 
nly  which  lies  east  of  the  Cuyahoga  river,  and 
he  appropriation  was  made  only  in  relation  to 
hat  part  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  ex- 
inguished,  and  consisted  of  a  tract  equal  to  one 
birty-sixth  part  ^f  the  reserve  fo  which  the  In- 
ian  title  had  been  so  extinguished,  since  which 
ime,  the  Indian  title  to  that  part  of  the  reserve 
^iog  west  of  the  Cuyahoga  "ver.  has  been  ex- 
inguished  by  the  United  States,  for,  and  on  ac- 
ount  of,  the  State  of  Connecticut,  who  made  the 
ecessary  appropriations  for  that  purpose. 

That,  as  your  memorialists  concefve  It  was  in 
onformity  with  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the 
ompact  aforesaid,  and  formed  a  material  item  of 
lie  consideration  which  induced  the  State  of  Ohio 
:)  make  the  concession  they  did  make  under  that 
ompact,  that  they  should  receive,  in  return,  lands 
qual  to  one  thirtv-sixth  part  of  all  the  lands  with- 
1  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  be  appropriated  for  the 
se  of  common  schools  within  said  State. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  constru- 
ig  the  terms  and  spirit  of  the  compact,  in  the 
lanner  above  set  forth,  do  not  hesitate  to  repre- 
ent  to  the  United  States,  that,  when  the  Indian 
itle  was  extinguished  to  the  tract  of  country  lying 
1  the  Connecticut  Reserve  west  of  the  Cuya- 
oga,  the  terms  aforesaid  required  of  the  United 
>tates,  that  a  law  should  be  passed,  appropriating, 
rom  their  unlocated  lands  within  the  State  of 
)hio,  a  tract  equal  to  one-thirty-sixth  part  of  the 
Connecticut  Reserve  lying  west  of  the  Cuyaho^ 
iver,  and  that  they,  relymg  on  the  justice  and 
ood  faith  of  the  Gbvernment  of  the  United  States, 
onfidenily  anticipated  the  passage  of  such  an  act 
1  aid  of  the  exertions  of  the  State  of  Ohio  in 
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establishing  a  system  of  common  free  schools 
throughout  the  State. 

That,  in  relation  to  the  lands  already  appro- 
priated, as  above  described,  the  Legislature  ol  the 
State  of  Ohio,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  aforesaid, 
and  in  aid  of  the  great  and  important  object  con- 
templated, have  resorted  to  various  methods  of 
rendering  them  productive,  and  in  particular  that 
of  leasing  them  to  such  individuals  as  have  ap- 
plied therefor;  that  experience,  however,  has  fully 
demonstrated  that  this  fund  will  be  wholly  una- 
vailing, in  their  hands,  in  its  present  shape.  That, 
in  order  that  the  beneficial  and  laudable  objects 
contemplated  by  the  mnts  aforesaid,  may  faie  se- 
cured to  the  people  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  it  will, 
as  your  memorialists  conceive,  be  necessary  that 
the  Legislature  should  possess  the  unlimited  con- 
trol over  the  lands  aforesaid,  with  the  power  of 
disposing  of  them  in  fee. 

The  objections  which  are  urged  against  the 
present  mode  of  administering  that  fund,  are,  in 
the  first  place,  that,  by  reason  of  the  facilities 
which  the  State  of  Onio  affords  of  acquiring  a 
property, in  real  estate,  a  necessity  exists  of  leasing 
the  lands  in  question  to  persons  almost  wholly  des- 
titute of  pecuniary  means,  whereby  the  avails  of 
those  lands  are  rendered,  at  least,  uncertain.  la 
consequence,  also,  that,  as  these  lands  are  de- 
tached over  the  whole  State  of  Ohio,  the  expense 
which  must  necessarily  be  incurred,  by  creating 
a  superintendence  over  them,  render  them  much 
less  productive  than  your  memorialists  conceive 
they  might  be  rendered  if  the  lands  were  sold,  and 
the  proceeds  concentrated  in  one  fund. 

The  fact,  also,  before  adverted  to,  that  these 
lands  must  necessarily  be  intrusted  to  the  posses- 
sion of  those  of  the  lowest  class  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  who  possess  no  permanent  interest  in 
the  soil,  has  produced  a  waste  upon  these  lands, 
of  their  timber,  and  otherwise,  equal,  ^perhaps,  to 
the  whole  revenue  which  may  have  been  derived 
from  them.  The  fact,  also,  that,  by  holding  them 
under  the  present  tenure,  your  memorialists  are 
compelled  to  offer,  upon  lease,  so  great  a  propor- 
tion of  their  soil,  as  will  invite  and  retain  a  pop- 
ulation within  her  boundaries,  of  a  character  not 
to  be  desired,  and,  in  amount,  so  great  as  to  create 
an  evil  which  can  only  be  conceived  of,  in  a 
country  where  every  individual,  possessing  aver^r 
moderate  portion  of  industry  and  economy,  may^, 
within  a  single  year,  appropriate  to  hiinself,  m 
fee,  a  quantity  of  land  sufficient  to  furnish  means 
of  support  for  an  ordinary  family,  is  also  a  cir- 
cumstance which  your  memorialists  conceive  is 
not  undeserving  of  consideration. 

While  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  common  with  her 
sister  States,  shall  have  her  ordinary  proportion 
of  idle  and  unprofitable  members,  this  great  pro- 
portion of  land  which  most  be  held  by  lease, 
must,  of  necessity,  produce  a  corresponding  feature 
in  her  population.  Although  many  industrious 
and  valuable  citizens  may  be  found  among  the 
lessees  of  school  lands,  yet  it  must  be  admitted 
that  the  great  body  of  tt^ose  who  constitute  the 
strength  and  basis  of  every  Government,  and  who 
are  to  be  considered  as  the  friends  of  good  order 
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aad  public  improyement,  are  among  those  who 
are  the  owners  as  well  as  occupiers  of  the  soil. 
These  evils,  as  yoar  memorialists  conceive,  arise 
wholly  from  the  system  of  granting  those  lands 
upon  leases,  and  are  such  as  cannot  be  remedied 
by  any  course  of  legislation  whatever,  if,  as  some 
h&ve  supposed,  the  State  have  not  the  power, 
under  the  term  of  the  original  grant,  of  disposing 
of  those  lands  in  fee.    Notwithstanding  your  me- 
morialists may  be  of  opinion  that  they  alreadv 
possess  this  right,  yet,  so  long  as  the  question  shall 
admit  of  any  doubt,  it  must,  of  necessity,  have  the 
effect  to  restrain  its  exercise.    It  is  true,  that,  if 
the  forms  of  proceedings  established  bv  States  as 
the  rule  of  action  for  its  members,  shall  or  can  be 
brought  to  operate  upon  the  States  themselves, 
this  question  might,  perhaps,  be  rendered  still 
more  uncertain ;  but  your  memorialists  conceive, 
that  the  grants  aforesaid  being  made  to  the  people 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  through  the  medium  of  the 
Legislature,  for  the  use  of  the  people,  that  no  lim^- 
itations  can  have  any  operation,  further  than  as 
it  shall  furnish  an  argument  against  diverting  this 
fund  from  its  original  and  legitimate  object.    The 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  being,  in  all  re- 
spects^ sovereign,  within  the  Constitution,  their 
capacity  to  do  any  and  every  act  in  relation  to 
property  which  its  citizens  hold  in  common,  is, 
as  they  conceive,  necessarily  implied;   nor  can 
they  acknowledge  that  any  rule,  other  than  the 
Constitution,  can  operate,  with  any  obligatory 
effect,  uppn  the  power  which  has'  created  the  rules 
itself,  except  upon  considerations  of  justice  s^nd 
policy  towards  those  who  may  be  affected  by  their 
acts.    It  may,  it  is  true,  be  said,  that  these  grants 
carta ke  of  the  nature  of  a  compact  between  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  that, 
therefore,  they  ate  to  be  limited  to  their  particular 
terms  in  relation  to  the  State  of  Ohio.    It  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  j^rant  exists  in  consequence  of  a 
compact ;  but,  masmuch  as  the  United  States 
have  received  a  full  and  valuable  consideration, 
which  formed  the  inducemeqt  of  the  grant,  and 
inasmuch  as  they  have  not  reserved  to  themselves 
any  beneficial  interest  in  the  land  aforesaid,  or 
possibility  of  reversion,  or  any  title  whatever,  it 
cannot  be  supposed  that  they  can  possess  any 
controlling  power.    It  may  be  urged,  also,  that, 
inasmuch  as  there  has  been  no  method  pointed 
out  in  respect  of  the  manner  in  which  this  trust 
should  be  executed,  that  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Ohio  have  an  unlimited  discretion  in  this 
respect,  and  may  avail  themselves  of  every  pos- 
sible method  of  producing  the  greatest  advantage 
to  those  whom  they  represent.    This  argument, 
they  conceive,  is  powerfully  supported  by  the  fact, 
that  the  same  act  grantsto  the  State  as  well  the 
school  lands  in  question,  as  the  six  miles  reserva- 
tion, including  the  Scioto  salt  springs ;  in  respect 
of  which  latter  the  Legislature  are  expressly  re- 
strained from  selUnff  the  same,  or  leasing  them, 
for  a  longer  period  than  ten  years ;  and  that  the 
inferencej  from  this  circumstance,  is  direct,  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  that  compact 
that  no  such  restraint  s&ould  exist  in  relation  to 
the  other  lands  which  did  not  come  within  this 


provision.    While  your  memorialists  have  been 
thus  particular  in  endeavoring  to  give  the  proper 
definition  of  the  powers  they  possess,  in  order  that 
no  conclusions  mtij  hereafter '4>e  drawn  unfaTon- 
ble  to  their  claim  trom  having  made  this  applica- 
tion ;  and  have  thereby,  perhaps,  shown  tha^  in  g 
particular  point  of  view,  this  application  is  whoUy 
unnecessary,  they  are  of  opinion  that  an  ast  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  declaraioy  of 
the  extent  of  the  grants  aforesaid,  will  be  prodae- 
tiveof  much  benefit,  in  case  the  Legislature  of  t^ 
State  should  hereafter  determine  to  dispose  of  i^ 
same.    That  it  will  have  the  full  effect  of  removal 
every  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  purchasers,  aii 
.thereby  enhance  the  price  which  will  be  obuioei 
for  the  same. 

Therefore,  your  memorialists  represent  that  i: 
would  be  of  advantage,  and  conduce  to  the  future 
prosperity  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  that  a  law  of  the 
United  States  be  passed,  declaring  the  authority 
of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  dispose  of  the  said  landi 

? [ranted  for  the  use  of  schools  within  said  State  in 
ee,  and  that  the  proceeds  thereof  be  inv&ted  ia 
some  permanent  fund,  the  proceeds  of  which  shall 
be  applied,  under  the  directions  of  the  Legislature, 
for  the  use  of  common  schools  within  the  towa* 
ships  or  districts  to  which  they  were  originaDy 
granted  in  said  State,  and  for  no  other  use  aad 
purpose  whatever:  Provided,  That  the  sectioos 
numbered  sixteen,  granted  as  aforesaid  for  tkease 
of  schools,  s||all  not  be  sold  without  the  eo&seat 
of  the  inhabitants  of  such  original  surveyed  town- 
ship ;  and  that  they  inay  be  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  aforesaid  six 
miles  reservation,  including  the  Scioto  salt  spriafs, 
the  salt  springs  near  Muskingum  river,  and  ic& 
military  tract,  with  the  sections  of  land  vhicli 
includes  the  same,  and  apply  the  proceeds  thereof 
to  such  literary  purposes  as  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Ohio  may  hereafter  direct. 

Resolved  farther,  T  hat  the  Go  vemor  be  reqoe^ 
to  forw&rd  the  foregoing  miemorial  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  take  such  order 
and  disposition  of  the  funds  as  shall  seem  to  him 
proper. 

JOSEPH  RICHARDSON, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepmaiaHises. 
ALLEN  TRIMBLE, 

Spectker  0/  (he  Senelt. 
February  26, 1824. 


PROTECTION  OF  AMERICAN  INDUSTRY 

Memorial  of  the  Pennsylvania  Sbcietyfor  tke  Enoote- 
offement  of  American  Mamtfactures. — Pretenttd  d: 
15th  March,  1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  tke 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of 
American  Manufactures  respectfully  showeth : 

That  they  have  read  with  attention  a  memoritl 
presented  to  your  honorable  bodies  by  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  this  city,  and  feel  themselves 
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boDDd  to  point  out  sundry  material  errors  in  point 
9r  fact«>«sundry  erroneous  inferences-r-which  it 
contains,  %endin^,  unless  corrected^  to  injure,  not 
3nly  their  constituents,  but  the  nation  at  large. 
They  regret  that  the  length  of  the  document  in 
question,  and  the  ffreat  variety  of  its  errors,  will 
constrain  them  to  be  more  prolix  than  they  would 
wish.    For  this,  they  hope  the  importance  of  the 
iubject  wHl  be  a  sumcient  apoloey. 
"In  a  free  country,  like  the  United  States,  all 
branches  of  lawful  mdustry  have  a  right  to  equal 
protection  by  the  laws.    There  can  be  no  ine- 
quality without  favoritism,  and  no  favoritism 
without  injustice." 

These  maxims  come  with  an  ill  grace  from  a 
;lass  of  citizens  who,  from  the  commencement  of 
:he  Government  to  the  present  hour,  have  enjoyed 
;very  species  of  pix)tection  which  could  be  devised, 
ind  who  have  been  unceasing  in  their  apnliea- 
:ions  for  what  is  now  styled  '^  favoritism"  and 
*  injustice."    The  manufacturers  of  this  country 
-equire  but  half  the  protection  which  has  uniformly 
seen  extended  to  commerce.    By  such  protection 
;hey  would  prospcfr,  and  shed  prosperity  on  the 
lation  at  large. 
"  The  universal  opinion  of  well-informed  men 
has  now  establishea  it  as  a  general  rule,  that  the 
greatest  degree  of  national  wealth  is  to  be  ob- 
tained by  leaving  every  one  to  the  unfettered  use 
of  his  labor,  skill,  and  capital;  for, it  is  in  this 
way  that  individuals,  of  whom  nations  are  com- 
posed, attain  to  the  greatest  prosperity." 
This  specious,  but  erroneous  theory,  accords  but 
11  with  the  practice  of  our  Government  and  the 
equisitions  of  our  merchants.    Had  they  been  left 
:o  "  the  unfettered  use  of  their  own  labor,  skill, 
ind  capital,"  their  tonnage  never  would  have 
emerged  from  its  insignificance.   In  the  year  1789, 
t  was  only  201,562  tons.    By  an  enormous  extra 
on n age  duty  on  foreign  veueis  engaged  in  the 
breign  trade — 700  per  cent,  more  than  on  Amer- 
can  vessels — by  snbiecting  foreign  vessels  engaged 
n  the  coasting  trade  to  pay  50  cents  per  ton  on 
!very  entry,  whereas  American  vessels  paid  but 
ix  cents  once  a  year— 4>v  duties  on  teas  imported 
n  foreign  vessels,  which  averaged  27  cents  per 
x>und,  while  those  on  teas  imported  in  American 
resseb  averaged  but  12,  being  an  advance  of  125 
)er  cent,  in  favor  of  American  tonnage— by  these 
ind  other  directions  of  "  labor,  skill,  and  capital," 
»acted  by  the  first  Conmss  in  1789,  the  Ameri* 
;an  tonnage  rose  in  a  few  years  to  the  second 
;rade  in  the  scale  of  nations — being  in   1792, 
)64,437  tons,  and  898,328  in  1798. 

But,  we  respectfully  ask.  is  the  American  man- 
ifacturer  left  to  the  "  unfettered  use  of  his  own 
labor,  skill,  and  industry,"  when  he  is  expelled 
Irom  his  own  market  by  floods  of  rival  articles, 
ntroduced,  to  his  destruction,  by  the  American 
ner chant,  or  by  foreign  merchants  or  manufatfto- 
rers?  Let  his  "labor,  skill,  and  mdustry,"  be 
what  they  may,  he  is  constantly  "  iettejred,'*  and 
too  often  ruined,  by  foreign  rivals. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  state,  that  thev 
:annot  conceive  why,  "  in  a  free  country,  where," 
iceordiag  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  <<all 


branches  of  lawful  industry  have  a  right  to  equal 
protection  by  the  laws,"  the  manufacturers  and 
owners  of  ships  should  be  protected  from  foreign 
rivalship  in  the  coasting  trade,  and  the  man- 
ufacturer of  woollens  and  cottons  look  in  vain  to 
the  Government  for  a  similar  protection,  when  his 
prospects  in  life,  and  those  of  his  chudreii,  are 
blighting  and  blasting  by  that  rivalship.  If  this 
be  '^  equal  protection,"  then  we  are  unacquainted 
with  our  own  language. 

"  If  legislation  acts  upon  the  subject  of  trade, 
^  which,  after  all,  is  more  safely  left  to  the  law  of 
'  man's  nature,  by  which  he  is  incessantly  stimu- 
'  lated  to  do  the  best  for  himself,  and  therefore  for 
'  his  country,  it  should  act  for  the  removal  of  im* 
'  pedimenu  and  restrictions,  not  for  the  creation 

<  of  them." 

To  be  eonnstent  with  this  doctrine,  the  Cham* 
her  of  Commerce  ought  to  have  petitioned  for  a 
removal  of  all  the  "  restrictions"  in  favor  of  com- 
merce with  which  the  statute  books  abound.  For- 
eign yessels  ought  to  be  admitted  to  pursue  the 
coasting  trade-— the  discriminating  duties  on  teas 
ought  to  be  abrogated.  In  a  word,  ail  '^  impedi- 
ments and  restrictions,-^'  enacted  at  their  instance, 
and  for  their  benefit,  pught  to  be  removed. 

^'Beyond  the  limits  of  a  fair  resort  to  trade  for 
'  the  purpose  of  revenue,  and  the  case  of  public 
(  necessity,  or  high  public  exigency,  to  prepare  the 
'  country  tor  the  event  of  war,  restrictive  legisla- 
'  tioa  upon  trade,  whether  it  be  in  the  shape  of 
'  prohibitions  of  one  branch,  or  bounties  to  ano- 
'  ther,  are  eminently  danj^ous,  and,  to  a  commu- 
*  nity  as  extensive  and  diversified  as  this,  severely 

<  unequal." 

"  It  has  been  deemed  the  wisest  course  to  abstain 

<  from  public  enactments  alto^ther,  and  to  leave 
^  the  hive  to  the  industry  and  instinct  of  its  labor- 

<  era,  without  attempting  to  direct  which  cell  shall 

<  be  first  filled." 

'^  Revenue  is  almost  the  only  ground  on  which 
'  legislation,  in  regard  to  trade,  is  safe." 

^'  The  tariff  bill  is  a  political  theory ;  that  Gov- 
'  ernment  knows  better  than  an  individual  what 

<  is  good  for  him,  apd  can  better  employ  his  skill. 

<  his  labor,  and  his  capital ;  that  it  is  wiser  ana 
^  more  economical  to  buy  dear  of  our  own  people 

<  than  cheap  of  foreigners ;  and  that  it  is  compe- 

<  tent,  in  these  times,  for  a  nation  to  grow  wealthy 
<and  happy,  with  her  gates  opening  outwards  to 

<  sell  every  thing,  but  to  buy  nothing." 

These  are  repetitions  of  a  trite  idea,  already  ad- 
vanced three  or  four  times — and  if  correct,  would 
be  a  pointed  condemnation  of  the  unceasing  appli- 
cations of  the  merchants  for  '^  legislation  in  regard 
to  trade,"  and  of  the  whole  course  of  the  National 
Legislature  on  that  subject.  We  respectfully  ask, 
when,  in  1789,  prohibitory  duties  were  imposed  oa 
manufactured  tobaccoand  snufi^  six  cents  per  pound 
on  the  former, and  ten  cents  per  pound  on  the  latter 
^4ind  in  1816,tencenUontheone,and  twelvecenU 
on  the  other,  to  exclude  foreign  tobacco  and  snuff, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  tobacco  planters,  were  these 
duties  imposed  with  a  view  to ''  revenue  7"  When 
foreigners  were  bv  law  excluded  from  the  coasting 
trade,  under  penalty  of  confiscation,  was  that  for 
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^*  the  purpose  ol  revenue  ?"  Neither  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  Dor  the  tobacco'  planters,  can  main- 
tain this  doctrine.  The  whole  revenue  from  snufif 
and  tobacco,  since  the  Government  was  organized, 
would  not  pay  the  salary  of  a  single  deputy  col- 
lector. How  then  can  it  be  asserted,  that  Con- 
gress Itas  a  right  to  impose  prohibitory  duties  for 
the  benefit  of  tobacco  planters  and  merchants — 
and  the  right  be  denied  with  regard  to  another 
class,  at  least  as  useful  ?  Is  it  not  wonderful  that 
a  respectable  body  of  citizens  should  advance  doc- 
trines so  utterly  untenable — so  contrary  to  the 
uniform  practice  of  our  Government — and  so 
completely  condemnatory  of  their  own  unceasing 
requisitions  on  Congress  ? 

"  What  will  be  the  effect  of  a  prohibition  of 
'  foreign  merchandise,  as  extensive  as  that  now  to 

<  be  effected,  but  an  immediate  reduction  in  value 

*  of  the  labor  and  capital  of  the  cultivator,  to  the 
'  whole  extent  of  the  increased  price  that  he  must 
^  give  for  the  American  manufacture?" 

"  One  arm  of  the  nation  will  either  be  cut  off, 
'  4ir  maimed  forever,  under  the  vain  expectation 
'  of  promoting  a  better  circulation  in  the  other." 

"If  we  take  nothing  from  Great  Britain,  she 

<  may  take  nothing  from  us,  if  she  can  obtain  ihe 

<  same  thing  from  her  own  colonies,  or  from  a 

*  friend  that  will  at  the  same  time  become  a  cus- 

*  tomer." 

The  high  character  of  the  respectable  body  from 
whom  the  memorial  emanates,  forbids  the  idea- 
that  they  did  not  believe  what  is  here  asserted — 
but  it  required  a  high  degree  of  excitement  to  en- 
tertain such  apprehensions.  That  "an  arm  of  the 
nation  will  be  cut  off;"  that  we  are  "  to  take  noth- 
ing from  Great  Britain  ;"  and  that  "a prohibition 
of  foreign  merchandise,"  are  to  be  the  results  of  im- 
posing additional  duties,  which  do  not  average  ten 
per  cent,  except  on  one  or  two  articles  of  worthless 
texture,  is  really  so  extravagant  an  idea,  as  to  ex- 
cite astonishment  how  it  could  ever  have  been  en- 
tertained. The  highest  duty  proposed  by  the  new 
tariff,  on  all  the  leading  articles,  is  lower  than  the 
lowest  of  the  duties  in  Great  Britain.  Yet  no  one 
has  pretended  that  the  British  have  ever  "  cut  off 
one  of  their  arms"  or  legs.  As  well  might  we  as- 
sert, that  paring  the  excrescences  of  a  man's  nails, 
was  cuttinjBT  off  his  lee  or  his  arm,  as  that  the  im- 
position olevea  double  the  duties  contemplated 
by  the  new  bill,  would  "  cut  off  one  arm  of  the 
nation." 

"It  is  intended  by  this  portentous  bill  to  change 

*  the  relations  of  the  United  States  with  the  whole 
'  world — to  compel  her  to  manufacture  all  she 
'  consumes — to  depend  for  nothing  upon  a  foreign 

*  country  vvhich  it  is  physically  possiole  for  her  to 
'  make — and  to  withdraw  her  sanction  from  the 
<  mutual  relations  of  dependence  and  exchange, 
'  upon  which  the  refinement  and  the  happiness  of 
,  the  world  have  been  heretofore  supposed  to  de- 
,  pend." 

It  is  impossible  to  express  the  astonishment  and 
regret  we  feel  at  the  terrific  picture  thus  drawn  of 
the  consequences  of  a  bill,  which,  we  beg  leave  to 
repeat,  imposes  additional  duties  of  5,  6,  8,  and  at 
most  10  per  cent,  except  on  a  few  articles,  wholly 


unimportant  in  themselves.  To  those  'who  bare 
not  seen  the  bill,  it  might  seem  to  be  an  absolute 
prohibition  of  foreign  commerce  altogether. 

It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  the  best  measures  ever 
devised  have  been  frequently  rendered  onpopolar 
and  defeated,  by  ascribing  to  them  coDseqQeoe&, 
to  the  last  degree  improbable.     We  appal,  oq 
this  point,  to  the  sober  sense  of  the  respectable 
President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  take 
the  case  of  chintzes,  silks,  broadcloths,  and  Bns- 
sels  carpets,  in  full  disproof  of  the  terrifying  ^ 
dictions  thus  hazarded.    Will  it  be  said,  that  a 
lady  will  forego  the  use  of  the  fine  chintz  or  silks 
for  her  gowns  because,  by  the  new  duties,  she  wii 
have  to  pay  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  cents  per  yard 
more  for  them  1    Will  a  gentleman  renounce  tbe 
use  of  superfine  imported  broadcloib,  because  a 
coat,  which  requires  two  yards,  at  ten  dollars  per 
yard,  will  cost  him  a  dollar  and  a  half  addiiiooall 
Will  he  abandon  the  use  of  Brusseb  carpets,  to 
ornament  his  rooms,  because  by  the  new  dudes 
they  will  cost  20  or  30  cents  more  per  yard  ?    We 
might  thus  go  through  all  the  details  of  this  "por- 
tentous bill !"  as  it  is  ludicrously  styled,  against 
which  all  the  angry  passions  of  the  nation  are  un- 
justly and  causelessly^  excited,  and   expose  the 
weakness  of  the  objections — and  the  transcendent 
error  of  descanting  on  "  changing  the  relatioos  oi 
'  the  United  States  with  the  whole  world  P  and-* 
"  withdrawing  our  sanction  from  the  mumai/e- 

*  lations  of  dependence  and  exch&nge,  upon  wliick 
'  the  refinement  and  the  happiness  of  the  world 
'  have  been  heretofore  supposed  to  depend  T  bet 
we  forbear,  trusting  that  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, as  soon  as  the  present  excitement  has  aib- 
sided,  will  deeply  regret  lending  itsdf  to  sack  a 
hideous  and  unjust  portrait  of  a  salutary  bill,  caka- 
lated  not  merely  to  rescue  their  fellow-citizens  the 
manufacturers,  from  distress  and  suffering,  bot  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  nation. 

"  The  tariff  is  not  wanted  for  the  existing  man- 
'  ufactures  of  the  country.  Under  laws  which 
'  from  time  to  time  have  been  passed  for  thar  aid, 
'  all  of  them  operating,  nevertheless,  as  tesinctioos 
^  upon  commerce,  and  a  tax  upon  the  cfticivator 
'  and  consumer,  they  have  prospered,  and  now 

*  prosper." 

Here  is  an  unqualified  assertion,  decidedly  con- 
tradicted by  the  fact.  We  will  confine  oatsdves 
to  the  cotton  and  woollen  manulaotnres,  though 
we  might  enumerate  twenty  more,  which  are 
languishing,  and  require  additional'  protectioB. 
The  coarse  cotton  manufacture,  being  protected 
by  a  high  duty,  has  attracted  so  large  a  portioa  of 
capital  and  industry,  which  could  not  nnd  other 
employment,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  ade- 
quate protection  for  so  many  others,  that  it  now 
languishes  extremely  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
Many  of  the  establishments  are  either  wholly  or 
partially  suspended.  There  are  at  this  hour  in  tbe 
city  of  Baltimore,  immense  stocks  of  cotton  goods, 
and  400,000  lbs.  of  yarn,  for  which  there  is  bo 
demand ;  and  many  of  the  spinners  and  weaveis 
are  obliged  to  suspend  their  operations.  Bank- 
ruptcy threatens  the  proprietors,  for  want  of  a 
market  for  their  productions.     The  woollen  manfi- 
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facture  is  in  »  still  more  drooping  state.  Many 
of  the  maDufactories  in  this  neighborhood  are 
closed — the  proprietors  in  depressed  circumstances 
— and  their  work-people  discharged.  One-half  of 
the  woollen  manufactories  in  Rhode  Island  are 
closed,  and  those  that  are  still  employed  are  con- 
tinued in  the  hope  of  at  length  being  adequately 
protected  by  the  Government.  The  woollen 
manufactures  of  Massachusetts  are  likewise  in  a 
depressed  state.  .  And  yet,  in  the  face  of  these 
strong  facts,  the  world  is  assured  that  the  modifi- 
cation of  "the  tariff  is  not  wanted  for  the  existing 
manufactures !'' 

*«The  perfectly  well  known  prosperity  of  some 
'  of  the  manufacturing  establishments  of  this  coun- 
'  try,  is,  however,  a  better  argument  than  any  de- 
*•  rived  from  the  amount  of  duty  and  charges  on 
'  the  foreign  fabric ;  for  if,  to  refer  to  one  case 
*'  alone,  a  joint  stock  company  in  the  vicinity  of 

<  Boston  is,  and  for  some  time  past  has  been,  able 

*  to  make  a  dividend  of  annual  profits,  exceeding 

<  twice  or  three  times  the  ordinary  interest  of 
^  money,  maintaining  and  improving  its  capital 
'  at  the  same  time,  where  is  the  occasion  for  fur- 

*  ther  aid?    Do  others  want  their  skill  ?    Then  it 

*  is  skill  that  ii  wanted,  and  not  public  bounty." 

^  What  is  done  so  regularly  by  one  manufac- 

*  turer,  may  be  done,  with  similar  means,  by  more; 

<  and  the  means  are  not  to  be  given  by  the  law, 

*  but  by  the  manufacturer.'' 

We  sincerely  rejoice  that  an  appeal  is  made  to 
the  case  of  the  Waltham  factory.    It  is  an  over- 
whelming one,  and,  if  experience  were  allowed  to 
prevail,  ought  to  settle  the  question  of  high  duties 
forever,  without  appeal.    Nothing  could  be  more 
unfortunate  for  the  views,  or  more  subversive  of 
the  theory  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.    The 
duties  on  coarse  cotton  goods,  which  form  the 
great  mass  of  the  manufactures  of  Waltham, 
were  from  50  to  100  per  cent.,  and  were  liable  to 
the  objection  now  strenuously  urged  against  the 
minimum  duty  on  coarse  woollens,    "l^ose  arti- 
clesj  used  wholly  or  chiefly  by  the  i>oor,  were 
subject  to  the  above  high  duties,  averaging  75  per 
cent,  (and  the  lower  the  price,  the  higher  the  per 
centage  of  doty,)  while  the  most  splendid  chintz- 
es, calicoes,  mull  mulls,  d^c,  were  subject  to  only 
25  per  cent.    We  appeal  to  this  entire  nation, 
whether  experience,  the  only  true  test  of  theory, 
has  not  most  unequivocally,  in  this  case,  put 
down  all  the  gloomy  anticipations  which  were 
hazarded  on  the  subject  of  "taxing  the  many  for 
the  benefit  of  the  few,"  by  hieh  or  prohibitory 
duties  ?    Has  not  this  duty  conferred  a  solid  bene- 
fit on  "the  many? — ^has  not  the  result  been  to 
furnish  the  poor  with  a  strong,  lasting  article,  as 
a  substitute  for  a  wretched,  unserviceable  one, 
and  at  about  half  the  former  price?    And  such 
has  been  the  advantage  of  the  powerful  protection 
thus  afforded — so  completely  is  the  manufacture 
established — so  high  is  the  reputation,  and  so  rea- 
sonable the  price  of  this  species  of  ^roods,  that  the 
first  East  India  merchant  in  this  city,  and  one  of 
the  first  in  the  United  ^States,  has  recently  de- 
clared that,  if  the  duty  were  now  repealed,  the 
East  India  article  could  not  be  imported  to  com- 


pete with  our  own  substantial  manufactures 
Such  has  been,  and  such  ever  will  be,  the  effect, 
of  duties  sufficiently  high  to  protect  manufactures 
in  their  nascent  state. 

On  the  subject  of  "  the  annual  profits  exceeding 
twice  or  three  times  the  ordinary  interest  of 
money,"  we  only  observe,  if  this  were  correct,  it 
would  prove  nothing  to  the  purpose — any  more 
than  the  successful  commerce  of  Mr.  A — ,  of 
Boston,  Mr.  B — ,  of  New  York,  or  Mr.  C — ,  of 
Philadelphia,  gentlemen  possessed  of  enormous 
capitals,  and  of  course  enabled  to  carry  on  busi- 
ness to  immense  advantage,  would  prove  that 
commerce  in  general  is  prosperous.  The  proprie- 
tors of  the  Waltham  factory  possess  an  immense 
capital,  and  enjojr  all  the  advantages  which  such 
a  capital  insures  its  possessors.  But  the  assertion 
is  not  warranted  by  the  fact.  A  laree  proportion, 
probably  x>ne-half,  of  the  profits  of  that  establish- 
ment, we  are  assured,  is  derived  from  the  manu- 
facture of  machinery.  And  it  is  much  to  be  re- 
gretted that  such  very  erroneous  impressions  on 
this  subject,  have  been  allowed  to  prevail  so  long 
uncontradicted. 

To  the  query  "  where  is  the  occasion  for  further 
aid  ?"  we  reply,  that  if  the  Waltham,  and  other 
factories  of  that  description,  prosper  under  duties 
averaging  about  75  per  cent.,  it  affords  no  proof 
that  the  manufacturer  of  woollen  goods,  who 
has  only  a  protection  of  25  per  cent. — or  the 
manufacturers  of  iron,  steel,  brass,  copper,  tin, 
or  lead,  who  have  only  one  of  20  per  cent.,  do 
not  "  want  further  aid."  Dives,  with  his  tables 
groaning  under  the  choicest  viands  that  plenty, 
with  her  cornucopia,  could  lavish  on  him,  misnC 
as  well  ask  why  Lazarus  "  had  occasion  for  fur- 
ther aid,"  ,as  any  inference  lie  from  the  case  of 
Waltham,  to  bar  the  poor  manufacturer  of  wool- 
len blankets  of  any  further  protection  than  15  per 
cent — the  manufacturer  of  cotton  stockings  any- 
thing beyond  20 — or  the  manufacturer  of  linen, 
whose  rival  comes  into  the  market  with  a  bounty 
from  his  Government  as  high,  and  in  some  cases 
higher  than  the  duty  here.  The  British  bounty 
on  the  exportation  of  linens,  at  six  pence  per 
yard,  is  one  penny  half  penny,  or  25  per  cent. 
Our  duty  is  only  15 ! 

"  They  cannot  believe  that  the  effect  of  the 

*  tariff  is  to  raise  the  price  only  for  a  short  time, 
'  and  then  to  bring  it  down  forever  below  its 
'  former  range.    There  is  no  experience  to  justify 

*  the  assertion." 

It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted,  that,  in  the  discus- 
sion of  subjects  of  such  vital  importance  to  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  nation,  facts  are  so 
very  frequently  overlooked,  disregarded,  or  posi- 
tively misstated.  We  are  here  informed,  in  the 
most  unequivocal  manner,  that  *'  there  is  no  ex- 
perience to  justify  the  assertion,"  that  adequate 
protection  of  manufactures  by  high  duties,  ^<  brings 
down  the  price  forever  below  its  former  range." 
It  is  wonderful  that  so  respectable  a  body  as  the 
Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Uommerce  should  stand 
committed  for  such  a  declaration,  in  the  face  ot 
the  case  of  coarse  cottons,  on  which  we  have  al- 
ready dilated  sufiieiently,  and  which  might  be 
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rc^rded  as  deciding  this  question  finally.  Nails, 
of  which  immoderate  quantities'  were  formerly 
imported,  at  high  rates,  were,  in  1817,  burdened 
with  a  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound,  which  was 
about  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  price  in  Great  Britain. 
They  are  now  manufactured  here  in  superabun* 
dance,  of  superior  quality,  and  sold  at  six  cents 
per  pound,  which  is  cheaper,  by  thirty  per  cent 
than  formerly.  This  fairly  disproves  the  assertion 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  The  observation 
may  be  extended  to  all  kinds  of  chemicals — ^to 
manufactures  of  leather — to  printing  types — to 
books— «nd,  in  a  word,  to  every  article  whatever, 
which,  beioe  fully  protected,  encourages  tho  em- 
ployment of  adequate  capital,  and  creates  sufii- 
cient  competition.  On  this  .all-important  topic, 
we  beg  leave  to  quote  the  sound  and  irrefutable 
maxim  of  Alexander  Hamilton : 

'^When  a  domestic  manufacture  hfis  attained 
'  to  perfection,  and  has  engaged  in  the  prosecution 
'  of  It  a  competent  number  oipersons,  it  invariably 
'  becomes  cheaper.  *  *  *  The  internal  competi- 
^  tion  which  takes  place,  soon  does  away  every 
'  thing  like  monopoly,  and  by  degrees  reduces  the 
'  pice  of  the  article  to  the  mmimuiq  of  a  reasona- 
'  Die  profit  on  the  capital  employed.  This  accords 
'  with  the  reason  of  the  thing,  and  with  expe- 

*  rience." 

*'  Above  all,  will  the  influeDce  of  the  new  tariff 
'  be  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  the  agricultural 

<  Sutes." 

This  assertion  is  not  founded.  Agriculture 
lanffuishes  for  want  of  a  market  for  its  surplus 
produce.  Breadstufis,  the  staple  on  which  at 
least  three  or  four  million  of  our  citizens  ^nearlv 
half  the  agricultural  portion  of  our  population) 
depend  for  support,  are  absolutely  prohibited  in 
almost  every  part  of  Europe.  With  our  export 
of  tobacco,  the  growth  in  that  quarter  materially 
interferes.  We  export  less  in  quantity  and  value, 
of  tobacco,  flour,  rice,  and  the  products  of  the 
forest,  than  we  did  in  1801,  although  our  popula- 
tion has  nearly  doubled  since  that  tiitte.  Our 
cotton  has  become  so  great  a  drug,  that  there 
were  on  hand  in  Great  Britain,  at  the  close  of  the 
last  year,  199,745  bales,  being  not  far  short  of  half 
the  import  of  that  yjear  from  the  United  States 
which  was  448,164  bales — and  sixty  per  cent,  of 
the  consumption  of  our  cotton  for  the  same  period, 
which  was  only  334,415.  There  is  scarcely  a 
market  in  the  world,  in  which  our  flour  is  re- 
ceived, where  it  is  not  very  frequently  a  drug. 
And.  as  respects  tobacco,  Curwen  (fc  Hagerty,  as 
intelligent  merchants  as  any  in  Great  Britain, 
under  date  of  December  31,  1823,  furnish  the 
following  melancholy  statement  for  the  planters 
of  that  article :  >, 

^  Tobacco  is  very  unsaleable,  and  lower  than 

*  we  have  ever  betbre  known  it.  The  exports 
'  from  the  United  States  have  so  overwhelmed 

*  every  market  in  Europe,  that  there  is  absolutely 
'  no  outlet  for  exportation  from  this  country,  and 
'  no  prospect  of  the  stock  on  band  being  con- 
'  sumed  in  it.  We  have  upwards  of  31,000  hogs- 
'  heads  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  whibt  the  con- 

<  sumption  does  not  exceed  14,000  hogsheads !  1 


<  The  stock  on  the  Continent  is  estimated  at 
'  44,000,  making  a  total  stock  in  Europe  of  75,- 
^000  hogsheads,  beine  10,000  more  than  oie 
'  year's  consumption !  Under  such  circumstaoee, 

<  immediate  improvement  in  this  article  wooid 
'  appear  impossible." 

Under  these  calamitous  circumstances  of  oar 
three  great  staples,  can  it  be  " peroicioos  to  ike 
interests  of  agriculture,"  as  the  Chamber  of  Cob- 
merce  asserts,  to  make  a  domestic  inarket  fortbii 
produce  of  the  soil  which  the  foreign  w^orld  «i- 
kindly  refuses  in  exchange  for  her  manufaetve, 
or  which,  if  received  by  her,  is  shipped  in  nd 
quantities  as  to  glut  all  the  foreign  markets  ? 

"We  must  prepare  to  see  the  East  Indies,  tke 
'  Brazils,  the  Black  Sea,  every  quarter  of  the  hafai- 
'  table  globe,  stimulated  by  bounty  to  itself,  and 
'  by  restrictions  upon  us,  to  take  our  place  in  the 
*  markets  of  Europe,  and  to  leave  these  commodi- 
'  ties  upon  our  hands." 

As  this  threat,  so  degrading  to  the  digaity  of 
an  independent  nation,  has  been  frequently  held 
out  and  employed  to  terrify  the  Southern  States, 
it  is  proper  to  examine  it  at  length.     This  com- 
mercial hostility,  painted  in  such  strong  colors,  is 
as  much  as  could  possibly  take  place,  in  the  event 
of  a  sanguinary  warfare— inde^,  more  than  did 
occur  during  our  late  war.     We  imported  from 
Great  Britain  in  the  year  1822,  to  tbe  amooat  d 
$34,806,287,  and  exported  only  924,498^7,  in r- 
ing  a  Imlance  against  us  of  $10,400,000,  vhkk 
absorbed  the  proceeds  of  our  commerce  with  the 
rest  of  Europe,  and  a  larse  portion  of  that  with 
the  rest  of  the  world.    We  supplied  her  wiik  tie 
produce  of  the  soil  in  its  rudest  state^  whereoa  she 
supported  about  1,500,000  of  her  subjects.  We 
received  manufactures  from  her,  highly  dabo- 
rated,  and  increased  in  value  three,  four,  fiTe,aod' 
ten  fold,  which  might  have  afforded  empdoymeat 
to  one  million  of  our  citizens.    Notwithstanding 
the  immense  disparity  of  advantage  in  this  ooa- 
meree-«a  commerce  more  advantageous  than  any 
one  nation  ever  carried  on  with  another — far 
more  advantageous  to  Great  Britain  than  her 
mines  to  Spain,  she  will  not,  unless  when  in 
danger  of  famine,  allow  a  single  banel  of  our 
flour  to  be  consumed  by  those  millions  of  P^^c 
who  are  employed  to  supply  us  with  mannntc- 
tures.    And  yet,  while  we  patiently  sntoit  to  the 
exclusion  of  one  of  our  great  staples,  to  the  im- 
poverishment and  severe  depression  of  the  Arm- 
ing interest,  we  are  threatened  with  her  resent- 
ment if  we  dare  attempt  to  increase  oor  duties  on 
her  manufactures,  with    restrictions   upon    oor 
cotton  and  our  tobacco,  if  we  exercise  the  right 
of  an  independent  nation. 

Will  any  American,  possessed  of  the^rit  of  is- 
dependence,  submit  to  the  idea  that  Great  Britain 
may  and  does  exclude  the  grand  staple  of  nearly 
one-half  the  nation,  and  that  the  Uniied  Sutei 
must  not  dare  to  increase  the  duties  on  the  mann- 
factures  of  Birmingham,  Sheffield,  Leeds,  and 
Manchester,  lest  she  should  prohibit  or  restrict  the 
use  of  our  tobacco  or  our  cotton  ?  The  free  mind 
revolts  at  such  a  degrading  idea.  Of  tobacco,  she 
consumeS|  as  we  have  shown,  only  14,000  hhdsL 
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per  annam,  and  our  cotton  she  can  no  more  dis- 
pense with,  than  she  could  dispense  with  reeeiv- 
ins  our  'grain  and  flour  in  the  event  of  a  famine. 
Withoutany  such  daring  offence  as  imposing  extra 
duties  on  her  manufactures,  to  protect  our  own, 
and  to  re'duce  our  expenses  within  our  income,  she 
received,  in  1817, 1818, 1819,  and  1820,  from  the 
East  Indies,  613,935  bales  of  cotton,  whereby  the 
price  of  our  staple  was  reduced  fifty  per  cent., 
which  spread  distress  and  embarrassment  among 
our  planters,  and  bankruptcy  among  the  shippers. 
And  should  the  crops  in  that  quarter,  in  the  Bra- 
zils, or  Egypt,  prove  superabundant,  her  mer- 
chants will  import  the  surplus  into  her  markets^  in 
the  way  of  trade,  without  intending  us  any  evil, 
and  regardless  whether  we  lay  on  new  duties,  or 
take  off  the  old.  These  are  considerations  by 
which  merchants  are  not  affected.  And  it  is  a 
disparagement  and  outrage  to  the  character  and 
wisdom  of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  to 
suppose  that  it  would  descend  to  such  ai  step,  in 
order  to  disable  the  best  customer  of  the  nation 
from  being  able  to  pay  for  her  merchandise.  Let 
it  be  observed,  however,  that  notwithstanding  the 
immense  benefits  Great  Britain  enjoys  from  our 
trade,  she  favors  the  cotton  of  the  negro  empire  of 
Hay  ti,  in  preference  to  ours  !  Cotton  from  the  do- 
minions of  Boyer,  is  imported  into  Great  Britain 
duty  free — whereas  that  from  the  United  States 
pays  six  per  cent. 

"  If  the  cottons  of  the  United  States  average  half 
'  a  roiUion  of  bags  annually,  beyond  the  domestic 
'  consumption,  bringing  to  the  cultivator  upwards 
'  of  $20,000,000,  at  low  prices;  if  not  more  than 
'  fifty  thousand  bags  are  returned  upon  us  in  m*nu- 
'  faetured  goods  from  all  the  world,"  &fC, 

This,  we  respectfully  represent,  is  one  of  those 
wayward  arguments,  which  recoil  on  the  authors 
with  tenfold  force. 
We  shipped  of  cotton,  in  1822,  to 

Great  Britain    .        -        -        -  450,686  bales. 

Havre 73,328 

To  other  ports  of  France,  supposed   25,000 


Total 


-549,014  bales. 


The  proceeds  were,  according  to  the  Treasury 
returns,  $24,035,058.  We  imported  in  the  same 
year  about  $10,000,000,  of  goods^  produced  not  from 
50,000  bales,  as  stated,  but  about  35,000,  according 
to  estimates  made  by  mercantile  men  of  sound 
judgments.  Thus  it  appears,  according  to  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  that  less  than  one-tenth, 
but  in  reality  one  sixteenth  part  of  our  export  of 
cotton,  paid  us  for  two^fths  of  the  whole.  And 
this  is  the  gainful  trade,  for  the  preservation  of 
which  such  an  ardent  struggle  is  made !  Can  any 
thing  prove  more  clearly  the  immense  superiority 
of  the  European  system  over  ours  ?  T  wo-fifths  of 
549,014,  or  219.000  bales,  are  paid  for  by  35,000, 
or  at  most  by  dO,000,  leaving  the  balance  to  sup- 
port the  Governments,  employ  the  capitals,  enrich 
the  capitalists,  and  feed  the  population  of  Europe, 
while  many  of  our  own  are  suffering  intensely ! 

"  If  our  tobacco  amounts  to  nearly]  100,000  ho|^- 
^  heads  beyond  domestic  eoD8um|ption,  producmg 


*  to  the  grower  eight  or  nine  millions  of  dol- 
<  lars — if  the  returns  for  their  value,,  now  made  in 
'  foreign  fabrics,  are  not  to  come  hereafter  iA  that 
'  shape,  the  United  States  must  prepare  not  to  see 
'  them  come  at  all." 

Where  the  means  of  information  were  so  easily 
procured  as  in  this  case,  this  loose  mode  of  argu- 
ment ou^ht  to  have  been  avoided.  The  export  of 
tobacco  is 'far  from  100,000  hogsheads — and  the 
amount  far  from  eight  or  nine  millions  of  dollars. 
The  average  of  the  four  years  1819^  to  1822,  in- 
clusively, (we  have  not  the  returns  for  last  year,) 
was  only  73^000  hoffsheads,  and  value  $6,750,000. 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  1822,  received  from 
us  only  28,000  hogsheads,  amounting  to  $2,690,000, 
of  which  a  considerable  part  was  for  exportation. 
Their  consumption,  we  once  more  repeat,  is  only 
about  14,000  hogsheads. 

"How  little  they  partake  of  the  evils  under 
'  which  the  commerce  and  agriculture  of  the  coun- 
'  try  now  suffer^  need  not  l^  remarked.  It  is  iCt 
'  present  the  most  flourishing  brapch  of  American 

*  industry."  ' 

"  This  branch  of  industry  [commerce]  has  con- 
'  fessedly  suffered  mo;e  than  any  other  by  the 

*  events  of  recent  years.    It  has  borne  its  disasters 

*  patiently.  They  have  been  the  inevitable  conse- 
'quenoes^of  events,  which,  although  caused  by 
'  man,  man  has  neither  br  action  nor  legislation 
'  been, able  to  prevent,  and  scarcely  to  mitigate." 

Nine  years  have  elapsed  since  we  closed  our 
war,  in  a  state  of  prosperity ;  every  man,  woman, 
and  child  in  the  country,  able  and  willing  to 
work,  employed.  We  have  advantages,  natural, 
moral,  and  political,  never  exceeded,  perhaps  never 
equalled.  Yet  here  is  an  open  and  precious  con- 
fession, that  two  of  the  great  branches  of  industry, 
agriculture  and  commerce,  are  in  a  suffering  state. 
The  third  branch,  manufactures,  with  some  few 
exceptions,  is  also  suffering,  as  we  have  already 
stated.  We  trust  it  cannot  be  denied  that  such  a 
state  of  things  must  be  produced  by  &n,  unsound 
policy ;  for  nothing  but  such  a  policy  could  have 
entailed  on  this  country  the  variety  of  suffering 
and  distress  experienced  since  the  close  of  the  war 
— which  are  still  severely  felt — and  to  which  noth- 
ing but  a  radical  change  of  that  policy,  can  apply 
a  remedy.  We  respectfully  represent,  that  there 
is  a  wonderful  discrepancy  in  the  statements  of 
the  opposers  of  any  modification  of  the  tariff.  At 
one  time  it  is  asserted,  with  all  the  confidence  that 
truth  ought  to  inspire,  that  the  country  is,  and  has 
at  all  times  been,  prosperous  and  flourishing,  and 
that  it  would  be  unwise  to  change  such  a  happy 
state  for  the  sake  of  experiments  which  might  mar 
our  prosperity !  At  another^  as  in  the  present  case, 
the  calamitous  situation  ot  affi&irs,  which  meets 
the  eye  in  almost  every  quarter  of  the  country,  is, 
with  equal  confidence,  alleged  as  a  reason  for  ad- 
hering to  a  policy  which  paralyzes  the  industry  of 
a  nation  as  intelligent,  as  enterprising,  and  ener- 
getic, as  any  in  the  world — a  nation  which  re- 
quires only  a  sound  policy  to  rise  to  a  level  with 
the  greatest  nations  of  Europe,  in  point  of  "  wealth 
power,  and  resources." 

**  England  has  grown  rich  in  spite  of  her  restric- 
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<  tions  upoa  trade,  and  not  b^  means  of  them. 
'  Her  wisest  statesmen  are  desirous  of  removing 

<  th^m,  and  can  trace,  with  unerring  certainty,  to 
'  their  operation,  a  large  part  of  the  oppression 

*  under  which  the  fundamental  interest  of  that 

*  nation  languishes,  and  is  doomed  to  languish." 

This  is  an  assertion  contradicted  by  the  whole 
tenot  of  history,  and  has  been  refuted  times  with- 
out number.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  produce  a 
freater  error.  Previously  to  the  reigns  of  Edward 
II.  and  Edward  IV.,  England  was  feeble  and 
poor,  and  dependent  for  her  clothing  on  her  neigh- 
bors, who  purchased  her  wool,  and  sold  it  back 
again  to  her  in  a  manufactured  state,  at  three, 
four,  &Ye^  and  six  fold  advance.  Those  wise 
princes  laid  the  solid  foundations  of  her  prosper- 
ity and  greatness,  by  "  restrictions"  and  bounties. 
To  those  "  restrictions"  of  the  interference  of  for- 
eign rivalship — to  the  rigorous,  undeviating,  and 
unceasing  protection  of-  her  domestic  industry — 
to  her  collecting  from  all  the  nations  of  the  earth 
raw  materials  to  employ  her  people,  and  selling 
back  those  materials  manufactured,  as  she  does 
our  cotton,  at  an  advance  of  three,  five,  ten,  and 
twenty  fold,  she  Qwes  her  prosperity.  By  those 
restrictions  alone  she  has  fostered  her  manufactures 
to  their  present  flourishing  state.  We  instance 
that  of  cotton  goods,  thus  brought  to  such  extent 
and  perfection,  that  it  affords  employment  to  five 
hundred  thousand  families,  averaging  four  per- 
sons each.  Out  of  a  raw  material,  of  which  she 
does  not  raise  one  pound,  and  which  costs  her  but 
$22,500,000  perannum,she  produces  $180,000,000, 
and  thereby  lays  the  whole  world  under  contribu- 
tion. Whereas,  the  United  States,  which  raises 
more  than  two- thirds  of  the  whole  consumption 
of  Europe  and  America,  and  exports  nearly  five- 
sixths  of  her  crops,  receives  only  about  twenty, 
twentv-4wo,  twenty-three,  or  twenty-four  millions 
of  dollars,  for  that  portion !  She  produces  out  of 
what  she  manufactures  only  about  9^5,000,000. 
We  respectfully  submit  to  your  honorable  Houses, 
that  the  history  of  the  world  can  scarcely  pro- 
duce a  ^eater  sacrifice  of  the  means  of  national 
prosperity  and  happiness.  It  misht  as  well  be 
asserted,  that  the  earth  brought  forth  its  fruits, 
in  spite  of  the  sun  or  rain,  as  that  the  magnificent 
manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  allowed  by  all  the 
world  to  be  the  basis  of  her  transcendent  *^  wealth, 
power,  and  resources,"  the  birth  of  which  was  co- 
eval with,  and  which  owe  their  maturity  to,  re- 
strictions, "flourish  in  spite  of  those  restric- 
tions." 

.  That  "  her  wisest  statesmen  are  desirous  of  re- 
moving those  restrictions,"  is  not,  we  believe,  by 
any  means  correct.  If  they  had  any  such  desire, 
they  might  easily  accomplish  their  purpose.  They 
have  advantages  beyond  what  any  other  nation 
ever  possessed,  in  point  of  capital,  machinery,  and 
skill ;  and  yet  they  dare  not  open  their  ports  to 
foreiffn  manufactures.  Their  tariff  has  been  re- 
vised so  lately  as  1819,  and  published  in  1820;  and 
the  old  complicated  duties  consolidated ;  but  no 
repeal  or  relaxation  has  taken  place  to  admit  the 
consumption,  in  Qreat  Britain,  of  foreign  manji- 
factures.    All  non -enumerated  articles,  and  nine- ; 


tenths  of  the  enumerated  manufactares,  are  sob- 
ject  to  50  per  cent,  duly ;  those  of  cotton  and  lea- 
ther to  75,  glass  to  80,  linen  sails  to  104,  lod 
checquered  or  printed  linen  to  172.     Here  is  fact 
against  assertion.    It  is  true,  some  of  their  tbeo- 
rists,  like  our  own,  hold  out  the  idea  of  a  rriaxa- 
tion  of  duties  and  unrestrained  iotercour^;  iwl, 
until  they  act  upon  the  system,  their  sincerity  on 
the  subject  may  be  well  doubted.     It  woold  sdC 
be  extraordinary)  if  those  plausible  theories  we 
urged  with  a  view  to  affect  the  policj  of  (»kr 
nations. 

"  She  is  emphatically  the  example  of  all  tbi 
'  individual  skill,  enterprise,  and  inteltigence,  cai 
^  achieve  for  the  production  of  wealth,  and  of  all 
'  that  perverted  legislation  can   do   to  naake  it 
^  fruitless  of  national  happiness." 

This  is  quite  contrary  to  the  facts  of  the  case. 
Great  Britaiii  is  "  emphatically  an  example"  of 
what  a  sound  legislation  "  can  achieve"  by  the 
protection  of  national  industry ;  and  what  wild 
ambition  and  wasteful  wars  *'  can  do  to  make  it 
fruitless  of  national  happiness."     Her  resonrcei 
have  exceeded,  and  now  exceed,  those  of  any  other 
nation,  ancient  or  modem — ^all  the  result  of  tke 
consummate  skill  of  her  statesmen.     Amassii^ 
wealth  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  by  her  mn- 
ufactures,  she  was  enabled,  with   ease,  toraiie 
$4,630,000,000  by  taxes,  and  to  borrow  92,070.- 
000,000,  during  the  wars  of  the  French  revolotJoa. 
She  is  now  paying  off  her  national  debt ;  has  di- 
minished her  taxes  to  the  amount  of  ^^fi^J^ 
periinnum;  has  had,  notwithstanding  thiseinaar- 
dinary  reduction  of  taxes,  a  surplus  of  rereDoe  bt- 
yond  expenditure  of  $22,500,000  in  1822,  aad  the 
same  in  1823 ;  her  manufactures,  of  eveij  bad, 
as  well  as  her  imports  and  exports^  are  rapidly  in- 
creasing ;  she  abounds  in  wealth,  so  that  her  sub- 
jects are  the  general  bankers  of  a  11  the  needy  em- 
perors, kings,  and  commonwealths,  in  the  world; 
and  has  reduced  the  rate  of  interest  to  three  per  cat 
What  a  heart-rending  contrast  the  United  Statei 
exhibited  when  in  a  belligerent  state !     Wiiat  a 
heart-rending  contrast  she  now  exhihiisi    After 
a  peace  of  thirty  years,  enjoying  a  most  ertee^'ve 
commerce  for  nearly  twenty,  during  a  great  por- 
tion of  which  time  our  merchams  were  the  car- 
riers'for  half  the  commercial  world-,  the  United 
States  was  unable  to  raise  more  than  $96,000,000 
during  a  war  of  thirty  months — had  to  eke  out  the 
residue  of  her  expenses  by  exchequer  bills,  and 
loans  procured  with  great  diflicuItT-— foond  her- 
self in  two  years  with  a  bankrupt  Treasnrj,  aod 
in  a  state  of  extreme  peril ;  and  at  present  that 
is  a  general  complaint  of  distress  and  embarrass- 
ment from  every  quarter  of  the  Union,  with  few 
exceptions.    Agriculture  is  sufieriog   by  the  de- 
pression of  some  of  her  chief  staples^ — eomnieree 
languishing — and    manufactures,  with   few  ex- 
ceptions, drooping;   parents  not  knowing  what 
employments  to  provide  for  their  children  ;  a  large 
portion  of  the  capital  of  the  country,  althougk 
vastly  reduced  by  our  present  system,  lying  idle; 
as,  in  the  employment  of  it,  there  b  no  seen/ity 
against  the  overwhelming  influence  of  fordga 
rivals.    The  Chamber  of  Commerce 
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fesses,  as  we  bare  shown,  that  agricuhure  and 
commerce  are  both  in  a  state  of  depression ;  yet 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  possess  as  much 
"  individual  skill,  enterprise,  and  intelligence,"  as 
the   British,  or  any  other  people  of  ancient  or 
modern  times.    Where,  then,  lies  the  immense, 
the  incalculable  difference  between  the  state  of  the 
two  nations?    The  answer  is  plain.    On  the  one 
side,  the  asgis  of  Governmental  protection  is  inter- 
posed to  prevent  the  industnrand  the  prosperity  of 
the  British  manufacturers  from  being  crushed  by 
foreign  rivals,  and  to  save  the  country  from  being 
drained  for  the  purchase  of  what  it  can  itself  sup- 
ply.    When  a  man  in  that  country  invests  any 
sum,  large  or  small,  in  any  branch  of  manufac- 
tures, he  has  rarely  any  other  than  domestic  com- 
petition to  dread.    Our  citizens,  on  the  contrary, 
have  to  encounter  the  competition  of  all  the  man- 
ufacturing nations  of  Europe,  and  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands  of  them  have  fallen  in  the  strug- 
gle, in  w^hich  millions  of  national  wealth  have 
been  sacrificed.    This  is  the  true  secret  of  the  un- 
employed   capital,  the   existence  of  which  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  admits.    The  merchants, 
who  have  at  k\{  times  strenuously  opposed  the 
protection  of  manufactures,  have  partasen  largely 
of  the  distress  produced  by  the  policy  which  they 
so  uniformly  and  zealously  support. 

"  Foreign  nations  shall  act  upon  the  principle 
'  of  taking  no  more  from  us  than  we  do  from 
<  them." 

Why  should  they  ?  We  do  not  act  thus.  We 
receive  from  Great  Britain  910,000,000  per  annum 
more  than  she  ^  takes  from  us." 

"When  have  the  manufacturers,  here  or  in 
'  England  been  contented,  or  able  to  part  with  a 
'  bounty  which  the  law  has  once  given  them?" 

Just  exactly,  at  that  point  of  time  when  the  mer- 
chants part  with  their  powerful  protection. 

"  Far  less  than  the  duties  of  the  proposed  tariff 
'  would,  it  is  apprehended,  give  a  munificent  re- 
'  ward  to  the  smuggler.  Spaiii  was,  and  i/,  a 
'  country  of  prohibitions,  of  restrictive  duties,  and 
'  monopolies.  According  to  Bonrgoanne,  the  Grov- 
'  ernment  lost  by  smuggling  70  per  cent,  of  its 
'  imposts." 

We  regret  to  find  such  an  alarm  sounded  ob 
the  danger  of  smuggling,  in  consequence  of  a 
small  addition  to  tne  existing  duties,  and  are 
astonished  that  such  an  argument,  so  void  of 
foundatioix,  and  so  often  refuted,  should  be  again 
brought  forward.  While  the  existing  tariffabounds 
with  exorbitant  duties,  two,  three,  and  ibur-fold 
the  highest  proposed  to  be  imposed  by  the  new 
tariff^  as,  for  instance,  an  average  of  above  110 
per  cent,  on  teas — 200  per  cent  on  spirits — 75  per 
cent,  on  wines — 50  per  cent,  on  pimento — 100  per 
cent,  on  pepper — 180  per  cent,  on  salt,  we  respect- 
fully inquire  of  your  honorable  Houses,  and  the 
nation  at  large,  with  what  propriety  or  justice 
these  appeab  can  be  made  to  the  public  preju- 
dices, and  whether  any  danger  of  smuggling  can 
be  seriously  apprehended  from  duties  of  30  per 
cent,  on  woollens— -35  per  cent,  on  cottons— or  25 
per  cent,  on  manufactures  of  iron,  brass,  copper, 
f     steel,  tin,  lead,  d^.    These  are    the   principal 


articles  proposed  to  be  subjected  ta  extra  duties. 
We  are  sorry  to  say  that  the  frequent  presentation 
of  the  danger  of  smuggling  may  operate  as  an  en- 
couragement to  persons  destitute  of  principle,  to 
enter  on  the  practice,  when  they  find  such  a  re- 
spectable body  of  citizens  holding  out  this  as  a 
necessary  consequence  of  a*  small  increase  of 
duties. 

Reference  to  the  case  of  Spain,  the  worst  ad- 
ministered and  most  imbecile  Government  in 
Europe,  is  not  calculated  to  aid  the  cause  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  The  same  duty  was  there 
imposed  on  the  transit  of  goods  from  one  province 
to  another,  as  on  their  importation  from  foreign 
nations.  When  14  per  cent,  duty  was  imposed 
for  conveying  merchandise  over  an  imaginary 
boundary  iine^*when,  by  the  alcavala,  a  tax  of 
14  per  cent,  was  levied  upon  raw  materials,  and 
on  the  manufactures,  every  time  they  changed 
owners,  and  this  regulated  by  the  selling  prices, 
and  therefore  constantly  increasing — when  salt- 
petre, gunpowder,  tobacco,  sulphur,  wax,  and 
quicksilver,  were  all  royd  monopolies-^it  was  not 
wonderful  that  there  were  hosts  of  smugglers  to 
bid  defiance  to  the  public  authorities.  But  can 
this  wretched,  this  abominable  system,  be  for  a 
moment  compared  with  ours  ? 

'^Except  whatever  provisions  are  necessary  for 
'  enabling  the  Government  to  stand  the  shock  of 
^  war,  the  danger  of  legislative  interference  with 
'  trade  becomes  extreme.  Be  the  wisdom,  and 
'  impartiality,  and  foresight,  of  the  Legislature 
'  what  they  may,  they  are  at  no  time,  and  under 
'  no  circumstances,  perfectly  adequate  to  thfe  task." 

This  is  an  assumption  not  warranted.  We 
have  superabundance  of  coal  and-  iron  lying  un- 
touched in  the  bosom  of  the  earth — water  power 
in  abundance,  running  to  waste — and  thousands 
of  our  people  only  partially  employed.  Plans, 
perfectly  practicable,  whereby  those  dormant 
riches  of  nature  might  be  called  into  use,  and 
activity  given  to  the  industry  of  our  population, 
might  be  devised  by  almost  any  individual,  pos- 
sessed of  a  moderate  share  of  ^^  wisdom,  imparti- 
ality, and  foresight." 

^  Your  memorialists  are  unable  to  comprehend 
'  how  the  country  is  to  be  benefited  by  enticing 
'  into  manufactures  that  capital  which  it  is  said 

<  now  lies  unemployed.  Wnat  difference  is  it  to 
'  the  country,  whether  the  capital  lies  unemployed. 
'  or  its  employment  is  paid  for  by  an  additional 
'  charge  upon  the  consumer  ?    The  couutry  is  in 

<  no  respect  a  gainer  by  the  employment.  It  is 
'  not  intended  by  your  memorialists  to  say  that 
'  there  is  not  much  unemployed  capital  in  the 
*  country." 

There  is  no  difi&culty  in  comprehending  the 
benefit  of  putting  unemployed  capital  into  circu- 
lation. It  would  give  a  spring  to  agriculture,  by 
providing  a  market  for  its  raw  materials — afford 
profitable  employment  to  thousands,  who  would 
otherwise  be  partially  or  wholly  idle — and  add  to 
individual  and  national  wealth. 

'<  What  is  to  be  the  fate  of  that  capital  now 
'  employed  in  commerce,  and  which  the  tariff*  is 

<  to  displace  ?" 
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Supposing  sach  a  dispJacement  to  occur,  there 
is  an  easy  answer  to  this  query.  Commerce  is 
admitted,  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  to  be  in 
a  state  of  depression,  principally  owin^  to  there 
being  too  many  engaged  in  it,  as  there  hare  al- 
ways been  at  every  stage  of  our  progress  as  a  na- 
tion. If  it  were  in  the  power  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Union  to  establish  new  manufactures,  to 
extend  the  old,  or  to  create  any  new  Employment 
for  a  third,  or  even  one-half  of  the  merchants  in 
the  country,  it  would  be  a  blessing  to  the  whole. 
There  would  be  enough  remaining  for  all  the 
profitable  business  we  can  carry  on.  In  whatever 
proportion  new  employment  is  created,  in  that 
proportion  will  the  merchants  be  benefited.  The 
small  abridgment  which  the  tariflf  would  cause  in 
the  foreign  trade,  would  be  amply  compensated 
by  an  increase  in  the  coasting  and  export  trade. 

"  The  operation  of  the  law  must  consequently 
^  fall  with  more  severity  on  the  poorer  classes." 

This  sympathy  for  the  poor  might  be  well 
spared.  The  coarse  woollen  fabrics  which  are 
proposed  to  be  subjected  to  high  duties,  and  which 
may  be  thereby  excluded,  are  to  the  last  degree 
worthless,  like  the  East  India  coarse  cottons ;  and 
their  place  would,  as  in  the  latter  case,  be  supplied 
by  strong  and  durable  fabrics  of  domestic  manu- 
facture, and  at  lower  rates.  If  we  feel  for  the 
poor,  they  may  be  easily  relieved,  and  substantial 
benefiit  be  conferred  on  them,  by  lowering  the  du- 
ties on  molasses,  brown  sugar,  bohea  tea,  and  salt, 
which  are  about  45, 100, 1«J0,  and  180  per  cent., 
while  watches,  clocks,  time-pieces,  tartan  plaids, 
bomtezets,  damask  table  cloths,  silks,  satins,  Can- 
ton crapes,  Chambray  gauzes,  &c.,  pay  but  15 ; 
girandoles,  lustres,  and  porcelain,  -only  20 ;  and 
plated  ware,  broadcloths.  Cashmere  and  Merino 
shawls,  Brussels,  and  other  carpets,  kerseymere, 
chintzes,  and  calicoes,  only  25.  We  respectfully 
submit  that  this  extraordinary  discrepancy  of  tax- 
ation calls  loudly  for  reform. 

"The  aid  of  the  tarifif  has  been  constantly 
'  asked  by  the  manufacturers,  and  never  given 
*  back." 

We  state  in  reply,  that  "  the  aid"  of  the  Grov- 
ernment  "  has  been  constantly  asked,"  by  com- 
merce, and  uniformly  granted,  "  and  never  given 
back."  For  eight  years  have  the  manufacturers, 
in  their  utmost  distress,  resnectfuliy  "  asked  the 
aid  of  the  Grovernment,"  butnitherto  in  vain. 

"  To  turn  ov^r  to  b^gary  the  ten  thousand  sea- 
'  men  employed  in  their  navigation,  and  theship^ 
'  builders,  boat-builders,  blaclsmiths,  sailmakers, 
'  ropemakers,  riggers,  caulkers,  joiners,  and  other 
<  artisans,  employed  in  their  construction." 

The  deprecation  of  these  calamitous  scenes 
ought  to  be  postponed  until  such  a  result  be 
proved  or  rendered  probable ;  and  it  is  a  result 
which  cannot,  will  not  follow.  It  is  the  "  day- 
dream" of  a  heated  imaginatioQ.  The  American 
tonnage  employed  in  the  transportation  of  the 
articles  intended  to  be  subjected  to  additional  du- 
ties, for  the  benefit  of  manufactures,  is  not  much 
more  than  that  employed  in  the  trade  tp  Uayti. 
And  the  whole  of  our  tonnage  employed  in  the 
commerce  with  England  in  1822,  was  only  119,- 


202  tons,  whereas  in  the  trade  to  Coba,  we  ca- 
ployed  118,405.  There  is  no  consideration  of^  or 
sympathy  for,  the  thousands  of  manoiacQiren, 
whom  oiir  excessive  importations  haTe  "eoi«go€<i 
to  beggary"  since  the  war,  nor  of  those  who  ire 
daily  consigned  to  the  same  calamitous  state. 

"  They  are  sincere  well  wishers  to  the  raann- 
'  factures  of  this  country.  They  will  always  be 
*  happy  to  see  them  prosper,  under  chat  te  pros- 
^  ecution  of  them  to  which  individoai  skill  and 
'  capital,  in  the  present  state  of  the  law,  ut  per- 
'  fectly  competent." 

It  is  painful  to  us  to  state,  that  we  look  ia  nin 
for  the  evidence  of  "  well-wish iBg,"  in  the  u- 
dent,  systematic,  undeviatiog,  and  unfortocaie^ 
successful  opposition  constantly  made,  since  tte 
first  organization  of  the  Government,  by  the  oiff- 
chants  of  the  United  States,  to  every  attempt  "w 
protect  manufactures^— even  in  the  years  1819  acd 
1820,  when  at  least  30,000  work-)ieople  were  i- 
vested  of  employment,  many  of  them  reduced  &: 
pauperism,  or  to  break  stones  on  turnpike  rsa^ 
at  25, 30,  and  37^  cents  per  day,  and  when  haa- 
dreds  of  the  proprietors  were  involved  in  destrae- 
tion,  most  of  whom  might  have  been  rescued  bet 
for  thifr  opposition. 

"  The  practice  of  no  foreign  nation  leads,  ts 
<  your  memorialists  submit,  to  a  different  ooada- 


*  sion." 


A  slight  view  of  history  will  prove  that  this 
assertion  cannot  be  maintained.  Frcdeikk  of 
Prussia  regenerated  his  country,  ezhaasied  by 
long  and  sanguinary  wars,  and  the  destniciiveia- 
roads  of  foreign  armies,  of  which  two  were  at 
once  in  possession  of  his  capital,  by  a  sytfeta  of 
exclusion  of  foreign  manufactares,  and  of  booa- 
ties  on  those  of  his  own  country..  France  is  re- 
generated after  her  long  wars— Iho^  sabjofatioa 
by,  and  subjection  for  three  years  to,  histile  ar- 
mies, and  a  military  tribute  of  9100,000,000. 
Russia  tried  the  system  of  low  duties  and  aboh- 
tion  of  prohibitions  for  the  years  1820  and  1^1. 
Ruin  spread  over  the  face  of  the  land.  ^  la  a 
Grovernment  circular,  siened  br  Count  Necsel- 
rode,  the  following  melancholy  picfwe  of  the 
state  of  the  country  is  d^wn:  "  Agncoltoie  with- 
<  out  a  market — industry  witfaoat  protection — Un- 
'  guish  and  decline.  Specie  is  exported,  and  t]he 
'  most  solid  commercial  houses  axe  shaken.  The 
'  public  prosperity  would  soon  feel  the  woimd  ia- 
'  flic  ted  on  private  fortunes,  if  new  icgnlatioes 
^  did  90t  promptly  change  the  aeloal  stale  cf 
^  affairs.  Events  have  proved  that  our  agrical- 
'  ture  and  our  commerce,  as  well  as  oar  maaa- 
'  facturiog  industry,  are  not  only  paimlyzed.  be: 
'  brought  to  the  brink  of  roin."  £arly  in.  ISSS^ 
taught  wisdom  by  her  intense  distress,  sbeca- 
acted  a  new  tari^  containing  three  kondred  vd 
forty  prohibitions,  which  are  daily  reriving  ^ 
prosperity.  Holland,  which  adopted  a  low  acf 
in  1816,  has  ever  since  writhed  tudcr  its  opas- 
tion.  Her  manufactures  are  Masted — cireulatiK 
is  slu^gish-4ier  revenue  has  failed— -her  real  es- 
tate IS  sunk  in  value  one-tKird— amd  oneai^ 
part  of  her  population  is  reduced  lo  a  state  i 
pauperism.    In  one  word,  ve  reapeclfolly  state. 


(189 


APPENDIX. 


8190 


Fratection'Of  AiMrican  Manu/dcture$, 


hat  there  is  scarcely  an  instance  on  record,  of  a 
lation  arriving  at  perfection  in  manufactares 
iv^ithout  the  protection  of  Grovernment ;  and  that 
hose  nations  which  are  principally  devoted  to 
igriculture,  are  almost  aniversally  impoverished, 
xritness  Poland,  Italy,  Spain,  Portagal,  and  Ire- 
and,  notwithstanding  their  transcendent  ad  van- 
ages.  Whereas,  those  where  manufactures  are 
lourisbing,  are  generally  wealthv,  and* abound  in 
pecie — witness  France  and  England.  So  true  is 
he  maxim  of  Alexander  Hamilton — 

"  The  importation  of  manufactured  supplies 
seems  invariably  to  drain  the  merely  agricultural 
people  of  their  wealth.    Let  the  situation  of  the 
nianufacturiog  countries  of  Europe  be  compared, 
in  this  particular,  with  that  of  countries  which 
only  cultivate^  and  the  disparity  will  be  striking." 
"  The  effect  is  morally  certain.    So  much  so  as 
almost  to  infer  the  intention  in  those  who  pro- 
mote the  cause — ^it  is  to  paralyze  and  deaden^  by 
one  blow,  that  portion  of  the  commercial  capital 
of  this  countr jr  which  is  employed  in  the  pur- 
chase, importation,  and  dbtribution,  of  all  that 
the  new  tariff  shall  exclude  from  the  country." 
We  regret,  ^nd  are  astonished  at,  the  insinua- 
tion conveyed  in  these  lines.    It  is  not  warranted ; 
it  is  not  generous.    What !  are  we  to  be  told  that 
the  manufacturers  of  the  United  States,  depressed, 


and  many  of  them  in  danger  of  bankruptcy,  by 
the  overwhelmine  influx  of  foreign  rival  articles, 
and  seeking  of  their  Government  that  paternal 
protection  afforded  to  this  class  by  all  the  Gov- 
ernments of  the  old  world,  except  Holland,  and 
by  all  those  of  the  new,  have  the  barbarous  "  in- 
'  tention  of  paralyzing  and  deadening,  by  one 
'  blow,  that  portion  of  the  commercial  capital  of 
*  the  country  which  is  employed  in  the  purchase, 
'  importation,  and  distribution,  of  all  that  the  new 
tariff  shall  exclude  from  the  country?"  We 
refrain  from  the  expression  of  the  acute  feelings 
this  very  harsh  insiiMiation  is  calculated  to  excite, 
and  trust  that  its  authors  cannot  fail,  on  reflection, 
to  regret  its  use,  and  to  wish  it  were  possible  to 
have  it  expunged. 

The  premises  being  duly  considered,  we  re- 
spectfully request  your  honorable  Houses  will  di* 
?pest  such  a  system  as  will  secure  to  your  manu- 
acturing  fellow-citizens  a  portion  of  the  efl&cient 
protection  which,  from  the  dawn  of  the  Govern- 
ment, has  been  paternally  and  wisely  extended  to 
commerce  and  tobacco  planting. 
Signed  by  order. 

WM.  TILQHMAN,  President. 
Mathgw  Caret. 
Philadelphia^  Mirch  10, 1824. 


PUBLIC  ACTS  OF   COJf(JRESS} 


»AS8£D  AT  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OP  THE  EIGHTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND  HELD 
AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  1,  1823. 


ld  Act  appropriating  a  certain  fom  of  money  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
Uives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
ssenMed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 
nd  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  pay  to  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 
Tork,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not 
therwise  appropriated,'  the  sum  of  thirtv-five 
iousand  one  hundred  and  ninety  dollars ;  beinff 
lie  amount  reported  in  favor  of  the  said  Daniel 
>.  Tompkins,  by  the  acounting  officers  of  the 
treasury,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress, 
ntitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  ot 
ie  accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Gov- 
rnor  of  the  State  of  New  York,"  passed  the 
Bventy-first  February,  one  thousand  eight  hnn- 
red  twenty-three. 

Approved,  December  22, 1823. 

Ln  Act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
furniaby  for  the  use  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  an 
abstraqt  of  the  Military  Bounty  Lands,  lying  with- 
in the  same. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
le  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  a  complete 
bstract  to  be  made  out  and  transmitted,  for  the 
se  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to  the  Gk>vernor 
f  said  Territory,  of  all  the  military  bounty  lands, 
rhich  have  been  patented  to  the  soldiers  of  the 
ite  army,  or  to  their  legal  representatives,  lying 
rithin  the  same,  designating  the  tract,  the  name 
f  the  patentee,  and  the  time  when  issued. 

Approved,  January  1, 1824. 

Ln  Act  concerning  discriminating  duties  of  Tonnagd 

and  Impost. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
ay  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
wenty-four.  during  the  continuance  of  this  act, 
nd  under  tne  limitations  hereinafter  mentioned, 
0  much  of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on 
he  tonnage  of  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
Uates,  as  imposes  a  discriminating  dutv  between 
oreign  vessek  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  is 
lereby  suspended,  so  far  as  respects  vessels  truly 
nd  wholly  belonging  to  subjects  or  citizens  of 
he  kingdom  of  the  Netherlands ;  of  Prussia ;  of 
he  Imperial  Haoseatic  Cities  of  Hamburg,  Lu- 
»ec,  and  Bremen ;  of  the  dukedom  of  Oldenburg ; 
if  the  kingdom  of  Norway,  of  the  kingdom  of 
Sardinia,  and  of  the  Empire  of  Russia, 


Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  eoods, 
Wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States^  as  imposes  a  discriminating  duty  between 
goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in  foreign 
vessels  and  in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  suspended,  so  far  as  the  same  re- 
spects the  produce  or  manufactures  of  the  territories 
in  Europe,  of  any  of  the  abovementioned  nations,  or 
such  produce  and  manufacture  as  can  only  be,  or 
most  usually  are,  first  shipped  from  a  port  or  place 
in  the  said  territories  in  £urope,of  either  of  them, 
respectively,  the  same  being  imported  in  vessels 
truly  and  wholly  belonging  to  the  subjects  or  citi- 
zens of  each  of  the  said  nations,  respectively,  the 
vessels  of  each  nation  importing  its  own  produce 
and  manufactures  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  f^irther  enaOtd,  That  the  sus- 
pension of  the  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage 
and  impost,  in  the  two  precedmg  sections  of  this 
act  prescribed,  shall  continue,  in  behalf  of  each  bf 
the  abovementioned  nations,  on  condition  that, 
and  so  long  as,  the  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
and  truly  wholly  belonging  to  the  citizens  thereof, 
and  all  goods  and  merchandise,  of  the  produce 
and  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  laden  there- 
in, and  imported  into  any  of  the  ports  of  the  said 
nations  in  Europe,  respectively^  shall  be  exempted 
from  all  and  every  discriininatmg  duty  of  impost 
or  tonnage,  direct  or  indirect,  whatsoever,  other 
or  higher  than  is  levied  upon  the  vessels  and  mer- 
chandise therein  imported,  belonging  to  the  sub- 
jects or  citizens  of  each  of  the  said  nations,  re^ 
spectively.  But  if,  in  any  of  the  territories  in  Eu- 
rope, of  either  of  the  said  nations,  any  such 
discriminating  dutv  shall,  at  any  time,  be  imposed 
or  levied  on  vessels  wholly  belonging  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  or  on  the  merchandise  im- 
ported as  aforesaid  in  them,  then,  and  from  that 
time,  the  said  suspension  herein  prescribed  shall 
cease  and  determine,  so  far  as  respects  the  vessels, 
and  merchandise  im[)orted  into  the  United  States 
in  them,  of  such  nations ;  and  ail  the  provisions 
of  the  acts  imposing  discriminating  foreign  ton- 
nage and  impost  duties  in  the  United  States,  shall 
revive  and  be  in  full  force,  with  regard  to  the  said 
nation. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fkirther  enacted.  That  upon 
satisfactory  evidence  being  siven  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  the  Government 
of  any  foreign  nation,  that  no  discriminating  du- 
ties or  tonnage  or  impost  are  imposed  or  levied 
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within  the  ports  of  the  said  natioD,  upon  vessels 
wholly  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  united  States, 
or  upon  merchandise,  the  produce  or  manufac- 
ture thereof,  imported  in  the  same,  the  Presi- 
dent is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  his  proclama- 
tion, declaring  that  the  foreign  discriminating 
duties  of  tonnage  and  impost,  within  the  Unitea 
States,  are,  and  shall  be,  suspended  and  discon- 
tinued, so  far  as  respects  the  vessels  of  the  said 
nation,  and  the  merchandise  of  its  produce  or 
manufacture,  imported  into  the  Unitea  States  in 
the  same ;  the  said  suspension  to  take  effect  from 
the  -time  of  such  notincation  being  given  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  continue 
so  16ng  as  the  reciprocal  exemption  of  vessels,  be- 
longing to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  mer- 
chandise, as  aforesaid,  thereon  laden,  shall  be 
continued  aitd  no  longer. 
Approved,  January  7, 1824. 


An  Act  rappleinentsiy  to  the  act,  entitled  <'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  perons  imprifoned  for  debt." 

Be  U  inacted,  ^c.  That  the  oath  prescribed  by 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons 
imprisoned  for  debt,"  passed  on  the  sixth  day  of 
January,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred, may  be,  in  all  cases,  administered  to  the  per- 
son entitled  to  tate  the  same,  either  by  any  judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  bv  the  district  judge  for 
the  district  within  which  sucn  person  may  be,  or  by 
any  person  or  persons  commissioned  by  any  judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  the  said  district  judge, 
for  that  purpose. 

Approved,  January  7, 1824. 

An  Act  to  authorise  the  surveying  and  .making  a  road 
litim  a  point  opposite  to  Memphis,  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the  Territory  of  Ar- 


B0  it  enaeUd,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
Uaited  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
appoint  three  commissioners,  who  shall  explore, 
survey^  and  mark,  in  the  most  eligible  course,  a 
road  from  a  point  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river 
Misstssippt,  opposite  to  the  town  of  Memphis,  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock^  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas;  the  said  commissioners 
shall  make  out  accurate  plats  of  such  surveys,  ac- 
companied with  field  notes,  and  certify  and  trans- 
mil  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who,  if  he  approves  of  the  said  survey, 
shall  cause  the  plats  thereof  to  be  deposited  m 
the  Office  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  said  road  shall  be  considered  as  established 
and  accepted. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  il  farther  enacted.  That  the  said 
road  shall  be  opened  and  made  unaer  the  direction 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who  is 
hereby  aiyihorized  to  employ  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  in  the  completion,  or  assisting  in 
the  completion,  of  said  road. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
commissioners  shall,  each,  be  entitled  to  receive 
three  dollars,  and  their  assistants  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents,  for  each  and  every  day  which  they 


shall  be  necessarily  employed,  in  the  ezploriat. 
surveying,  and  marking,  said  road:  Asd^fortks 
purpose  of  compensating  the  aforestid  conunis- 
sioners  and  their  assistants,  and  for  opeDiiig  ud 
making  said  road,  there  shall  be,  and  hmbf  is, 
appropriated,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousuxl  Jojian. 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  iheTrastrjrQot 
otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  January  31, 1824. 

An  Act  antboriung  the  Commisiioherii  of  tl»8Bki|     | 
Fund  to  purchase  the  seven  per  oe&t  Hodofte 
United  States,  in  the  year  18S4 

Be  it  enact9d,  fc,  That  the  CommissioiKR  c: 
the  Sinking  Fund  be,  and  they  are  herelif.iQtk* 
ized  to  purchase,  daring  the  year  one  iboosik 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-foor,  aoy  stock  of  ttx 
United  States,  bearing  an  interest  of  sera  pe 
centum  per  annum,  not  exceeding  the  sum  ofeigk 
millions  six  hundred  and  ten  thoasaad  doUtu 
upon  such  terms  as  they  may  think  proper,  on 
exceeding  the  following  rates  abore  tlie  priocipi 
sum  purchased,  that  is  to  say : 

For  all  such  stock  as  they  may  porcbase  be&iR 
the  first  day  of  April  next,  at  a  rate  not  aeeedutf 
two  dollars  for  every  sum  of  one  handred  doliift 
in  addition  to  t^e  interest  which  would  ban  k- 
crued  on  that  day  upon  the  said  stock; 

For  all  such  stock  which  they  msf  prelnse 
between  the  first  day  of  April  and  tbe  &st  ^y 
of  July  next,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  senoty-tiTe 
cents  on  every  sum  of  one  hundred  dollin,inid- 
dition  to  the  interest  which  would  bareusnKd 
on  the  day  last  mentioned ; 

For  all  such  stock  which  they  may  pntb» 
between  the  first  day  of  July  and  the  fine  day  of 
October  next,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding,  od  ereiy 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  theanoaotof  iaw* 
est  which  would  have  accrued  on  tbe  day  latf 
mentioned;  and 

For  all  such  stock  which  they  may  ptfckise 
between  the  first  day  of  October  next  mi  ibe 
first  day  of  J&nuary,  one  thousand  e^b(  b8i»M 
and  twenty-five,  at  a  rate  not  exceedia;  ibepno- 
cipal  and  the  interest  which  shall  km  lecrned 
at  the  day  of  purchase. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  fkrther  enacted,  Tbitthe  avl 
Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  loue 
such  purchases,  under  tbe  foregoing  Tcstncttooi 
at  such  time^  and  places  as  they  may  deem  xox/^ 
expedient,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasvr 
heretofore  appropriatcid  for  theredeoptioooiw 
public  debt,  or  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treassy 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  22, 1824. 

An  Act  making  appropriation  for  the  year  one  tbni' 
sand  eight  hundred  and  twenly4Mir. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  sum  of  two  hnD*«5 
and  sixty^five  thousand  one  hundred  andfortr^i^'- 
lars,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  J 
the  con^peosation  granted  by  law  to  the  Senia 
and  House  of  Representatires,  and  to  the  omc&- 
clerks,  and  servants,  of  both  Hoases  of  Congr^ 
and  for  defraying  the  contingent  expenses  tbereo!: 
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and  that  tbe  same  be  paid  out  of  aajr  moneys  in 
the  Treasary,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  January  19,  1824. 


An  Act  further  extending  the  term  of  half  pay  pen- 
sions to  the  widows  and  children  of  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines,  who  died  in  the  public  service. 

Be  it  enacUdy  fc.^  That,  in  all  cases  where  pro- 
yision  has  been  made  by  law  for  five  years'  half 
pay  to  the  widows  and  children  of  omcers,  sea- 
men, and  marines,  who  were  killed  in  battle,  or 
who  died  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  late  war;  and,  also,  in  all 
cases  where  provision  has  been  made  for  extend- 
ing the  term  for  five  years,  in  addition  to  the  first 
term  of  five  years,  the  said  provision  shall  be 
further  extended  for  an  additional  term  of  five 
years,  to  commence  at  the  end  of  the  second  term 
of  five  years,  in  each  case,  respectively,  making 
the  provision  equal  to  fifteen  years'  half  pay ; 
which  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  heretofore 
provided  by  law:  and  the  said  pensions  "^hall 
cease,  from  the  causes  mentioned  in  the  laws  pro- 
viding the  same,  respectively. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  amend  and  explain  an  act  giving 
pensions  to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  persons 
slain  in  the  public  or  private  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States,"  passed  March  the  third,  one  thou- 
sand eighr  hundred  and  seventeen,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed:  Provided,  hawevery  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  prevent  the  payment  of  any  pension  already 
granted,  until  the  fult  expiration  of  the  period 
thereof;  nor  to  affect  or  impair  the  rights  of  any 
person  or  |>erBons  which  may  have  accrued  dur- 
ing the  existence  of  the  act  hereby  repealed  as 
aforesaid. 

Approved,  January  22, 1824. 

An  Act  to  revive  and  coatiiMie  in  force  an  act,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  fixing  the  compensations  of  the  8ecre« 

I  tary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  Houte  of  Rep- 
resentatives, of  the  Clerk*  employed  in  their  offices, 

.    and  of  the  Librarian." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  Tfktit  an  act,  passed  tbe  eigh- 
teenth of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen,  entitled  '^An  act  fixing'  the  compensa- 
,tions  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Senate  and  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  Clerks  em- 
ploved  in  their  offices,  and  of  the  Librarian,"  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  revived 
and  continued  in  force,  until  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-six. 

Approved,  February  20, 1824. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  le^^al  representatives  of 
John  Michael,  deceased. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to 
deliver  to  Jesse  Mercer,  administrator  de  bonis  non^ 
with  the  will  annexed,  upon  tbe  estate  of  John 
Michael,  late  of  Hancock  county,  in  the  State 
of  Georgia,  deceased,  or  to  the  legally  constituted 


attorney  in  fact  of  the  said  Jesse  Mercer,  admin- 
istrator as  aforesaid,  a  certificate,  numbered  one 
thousand  and  ninety-five,  issued  by  the  New  Eng- 
land Mississippi  Land  Company,  in  the  name  of 
Robert  Williams,  jr.,  for  twenty  thousand  acre»of 
land,  which  said  certificate  is  annexed  to  a  relin- 
quishment executed  by  the  said  John  Michael,  by 
his  attorney  in  fact,  Bowling  Hall,  bearing  date 
on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  February,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  and  is  now  on  file  in  the  office  of 
the  said  Secretary  of  State :  Provided,  That,  be- 
fore delivering  said  certificate,  the  said  Secretary 
of  State  shall  make  and  retain  a  copy  of  said  cer- 
tificate in  his  office,  and  shall  also  take  the  re- 
ceipts of  said  Jesse  Mercer,  or  his  attorney  in  fact, 
for  the  same. 
Approved,  February  20, 1834. 


An  Act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settlement  of 
private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  time  limited  for  the 
settlement  of  private  land  claims  in  the  Territory 
of  Florida,  by  an  act  of  the  seventeenth  Congress, 
entitled  '*An  act  amending,  and  supplementary  to, 
tbe  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  to  provide  for  .the 
survey  and  disposal  of  the  public  lands  in  Florida,'^ 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  extended  and  enlarged, 
until  the  first  day  of  January  next,  when  the  com- 
missioners for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to 
the  lands  aforesaid,  shall  make  a  return  of  their 
proceedinflp  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
DC  laid  before  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  Andbe  it  Jtur^ur  enacted.  That  the  claim- 
ant or  claimants  shall  not  be  required  to  produce, 
in  evidence,  a  deraignment  of  title  from  the  original 
grantee  or  patentee,  but  the  exhibition  of  the  ori^ 
ginal  title  papers,  agreeably  to  the  fourth  section 
of  an  act,  passed  the  eighth  of  May,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two^  entitled  "An  act  for  ascer- 
taining claims  and  titles  to  lands  within  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida,"  with  the  deed  or  devise,  to  the 
claimant,  and  the  office  abstract  or  abstracts  of 
the  intermediate  conveyances  for  the  last  ten 
years  preceding  the  surrender  of  Florida  to  the 
United  States,  and,  where  they  cannot  be  pro- 
duced, their  absence  being  satisfactorily  accounted 
for,  >shall  be  sufficient  evidence  of  the  right  of 
the  claimant  or  claimants  to  the  land  so  claimed 
as  against  the  United  States :  Provided,  That  the 
claim  be  defined  in  quantity,  and  the  amount  does 
not  exceed  the  quantity  limited  in  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act  which  this  is  intended  to  extend : 
And,  provided.  The  conditions  required  by  the  laws 
and  ordinances  of  the  Spanish  Grovernment,  and 
the  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United  States, 
shall  have  been  complied  with. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  no  per- 
son shall  be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  an  actual 
settler,  within  the  provisions  of  the  "Act  amend- 
ing, and  supplementary  to,  an  act  for  ascertain- 
ing claims  and  titles  to  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,"  |}assed  on  tbe  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  unless 
such  person,  or  those  under  whom  he  claims  title, 
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shall  have  been  in  the  caltiration,  or  occupation, 
of  (he  land,  at  and  before  the  period  of  the  cession. 

Sec.  4. .  And^  U  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  act  of  which  this  is  an  amendment,  as  au- 
thorizes the  Secretary  of  the  said  Commissioners 
to  demand  and  receive  from  the  claimants  ten 
cents  per  hundred  words  for  recording  titles  to 
land,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec  5.  And  he  it  further  enctcted,  That  the  for- 
mer Secretaries,  or  those  who  may  now  be  Sec- 
retaries, to  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners,  who 
shall  have  received  their  salary  of  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  from  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  State's,  which  is,  bv  law,  declared 
to  be  their  full  compensation,  shall  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  required  to  pay  over,  respectively,  to 
the  Commissioners,  conformable  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  original  law,  all  such  fees  as  have 
been  demanded  and  received  by  them,  which  shall 
be  appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
commission. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  furQytr  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  the  acts  of  which  this  is  amendatory,  as  makes 
void  all  claims  not  filed  before  the  first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-three, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed) 
and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  claims  to  be  filed  any 
time  previous  to  the  first  day  of  September  next ; 
but  all  and  every  claim  not  filed  by  that  tioie^ 
shall  be  held  and  deemed  void  and  oi  none  efiect. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  each  of 
the  Commissioners  heretofore  appointed,  or  who 
may  hereafter  be  appointed,  who  has  performed, 
and  shall  hereafter  perform,  the  duties  assigued 
him,  shall  receive,  from  the  first  Monday  in  Feb- 
ruary, until  the  first  day  in  January  next,  at  the 
rate  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  in  full 
compensation  for  his  services. 

Approved,  February  28, 1824. 


is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  anr 
money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise ap|iropriitd. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  Ufiarther  enoM,  That  tbe  Pk- 
sident  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aatborizedtocaoseto 
be  surveyed  and  marked  out,  the  roost  direct  ttd 
practicable  route  for  a  public  road  frooi  Cipe 
Sable,  passing  by  Charlotte  Harbor  and  fiaj  of 
Tampa,  to  the  point  where  the  Sawaoef  rirer 
will  be  intersected  by  the  road  to  be  opened  from 
Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine,  and  to  caoseube 
surveyed  and  marked  out,  the  route  for  ipdiiie 
road  from  Cape  Florida  to  St  Aogostioe. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enaded,  That,  fa  i^ 
fray) Off  the  expenses  of  the  surveys  aforesaid. ite 
sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  be,  and  theaiKs 
hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  oatofanymosff 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  February  28, 1824. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  laying  out  and  opening  cer- 
tain public  roads  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  opened,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  a 
public  road  from  Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine, 
commencing  at  Deer  Point,  on  the  Bay  of  Pensa- 
cola, and  pursuing  the  Old  Indian  Trail  to  the 
Cow  Ford,  on  the  Choctawhatchy  river ;  thence, 
to  the  Ochesee  Bios',  on  the  Appalachicola  river; 
theoce,  in  the  most  direct  practicable  route,  to  the 
site  of  Fort  St.  Louis ;  thence,  as  nearly  as  prac- 
ticable, on  the  old  Spanish  road  to  St.  Augustine, 
crossing  the  St.  John's  river  at  Picolata  ;  which 
road  shall  be  plainly  and  distinctly  marked,  and 
shall  be  of  the  width  of  twenty-five  feet. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Pre- 
sident be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  employ 
the  troops  of  the  United  States,  stationed  in  Flor- 
ida, in  such  manner  as  he  may  think  proper,  in 
the  completion,  or  assisting  in  the  completion,  of 
said  road. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  opening  the  said  road,  the 
turn  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  sam  e 


An  Act  to  regulate  tbe  survejiDg  of  the  poUe  iiJ 
private  lands  in  the  aonthero  part  of  Ahbuai. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  all  thelands in  theSitt 
of  Alabama  shall  be  attached  to  the  district  of  tk 
Surveyor  of  the  Public  Lands  in  the  Sute  of  Al- 
abama, and  the  surveying  of  all  public  aodprins 
lands  in  the  said  State  shall  hereafter  be  loadi 
under  his  direction;  audit  shall  beihedDCj^' 
the  principal  Deputy  Surveyor  of  the  district  eui 
of  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  and  easiof  FeaH 
river,  to  return  the  nlats  of  all  priraie  daiow 
within  the  State  of  Alabama  to  theoffiaof  tbe 
said  Surveyor. 

Approved,  February  28, 1824. 


An  Act  making  appropiiations  for  the  MiliturSa^ 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  <»e  tbtsna 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  following  sums  bj 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively, aroropriaud 
for  the  military  service  of  the  United  SUies,  i« 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aod  tweatf 
four,  to  wit : 

For  pay  of  the  Army,  and  subsisttBceof officers, 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-four  thooafld/wjaa- 
dredand  seven  dollars  and  five  (as,  nclading 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  tbooiaBd 
one  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars,  for  the  pa]|aa4 
subsistence  of  the  officers  and  cadets  bdotiging to 
the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point; 

For  subsistence,  in  addition  to  an  ontfp»«f 
balance  of  twenty-one  thousand  sii  hundred  d»- 
lars,  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousand  tbw 
hundred  and  forty-seven  doUars; 

For  forage  for  officers,  thirty-six  thoosand « 
hundred  and  twenty-three  dolurs; 

For  the  recruiting  service,  in  a^i^n  w  «"■ 
expended  balance  of  sixteen  thouatid  dotaR 
thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  for  the  recnjititJg*^ 
vice,  sixteen  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  Purchasing  Department,  in  adduiofi* 
the  amount  of  clothing  on  hand, one  hundred^ 
forty-one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-s«ro 
dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents; 
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For  the  porchaae  of  woollens,  dnriDg.  the  year 
me  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  in 
idvance  for  the  year  one  thousand  eic^ht  hundred 
md  twenty-five,  twenty  thousand  dollars ; 

For  the  Medical  and  Hospital  Department,  in 
iddiiion  to  supplies  on  hand,  and  an  unexpended 
balance,  both  amounting  to  twenty-two  thouaand 
even  hundred  dollars,  len  thousand  dollars ; 

For  the  Quartermaster  Creneral's  Department, 
n  addixion  to  an  unexpended  balance  of  thirty- 
ive  thousand  dollars,  twa  hundred  and  forty-nine 
bousand  dollars; 

For  the  purchase  of  Qridley's  farm,  ten  thousand 
iollars:  Provided^  said  farm  shall  not  be  purchased 
mless  the  said  farm  shall  be  procured  for  said  ten 
hou^and  dollars; 

For  the  contingencie8t)f  the  Army,  fiAeed  thou- 
and  dollars ; 

For  the  National  Armories,  three  hundred  and 
ixty  thousand  dollars ; 

For  the  current  expep^es  of  the  Ordnance  ser- 
ice,  forty-two  thousand  dollars; 

For  i)ensions  to  the  Revolutionary  pensioners  of 
he  United  States,  one  million  two  hundred  and 
linety-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixteen 
ollars  and  thirty-nine  cents; 

For  the  pensions  to  the  invalids,  to  the  commu- 
ation  pensioners,  and  to  the  widows  and  orphans, 
hree  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  one  hundred 
nd  seventy-four  dollars  and  forty-two  cents ; 

For  arrearages  in  the  War  Department,  prior 
0  the  first  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
nd  fifteen,  twenty-six  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  ^  U  further  enacted,  That  the  sev- 
ral  sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be-  paid  out 
f  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
•ropriated:  Provided,  however',  That  no  money  ap 
•ropriated  by  this  act,  shall  be  paid  to  any  person, 
or  his  compensation,  who  is  in  arrears  to  the 
7nited  States,  until  such  person  shall  have  ac- 
ounted  for.  and  paid  into  the  Treasury,  all  bums 
or  which  he  may  be  liable :  Provided,  futther, 
[*hat  nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  ex- 
end  to  balances  arising  solely  from  the  deprecia- 
ion  of  Treasurer  notes,  received  by  such  person, 
3  be  expended  in  the  public  service ;  but,  in  all 
ases  where  the  pay  or  salary  of  any  person  is 
withheld,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the 
uty  of  the  accounting  officer,  if  demanded  by  the 
arty,  his  agent,  or  attorney,  to  report  forthwith 
y  the  Agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  the  bal- 
nce  due;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
Lgent,  within  sixty^days  thereafter,  to  order  suit 
3  be  commenced  against  such  delinquent,  and  his 
ecurities. 

Approved,  March  10, 1824. 


Ln  Act  to  repeal,  in  part,  an  act»  entitled  ''An  act  to 
lessen  the  compsaaation  lor  Marshala,  Clerks,  and 
Attorneys,  in  the  ceess  therein  aaotioned." 

Be  it  tnactidj  fc.j  That  so  much  of  the  act) 
lassed  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  April,  Anno  Dom- 
oi  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  en- 
itled  *'An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  for 
aarshftt8,olerk%  and  attorneys,  in  the  cases  therein 
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mentioned,^'  as  prbhibits  the  allowance  of  daily 
compensation  to  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys, 
in  the  districts  in  said  act  mentioned,  be,  and  tne 
vame  hereby  is.  repealed  ;  and  that  there  hereafter 
be  allowed  to  the  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys, 
for  said  districts,  the  same  daily  compensation  as 
is  allowed  to  the  saoie  officers  in  other  districts. 
Approved,  March  8,  1824. 


An  Act  ibr  tde  better  organisation  of  the  District 
CoarU  of  the  United  Butes  within  the  State  of 
Alabama. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^e.,  That  the  State  of  Alabama 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  divided  into  two 
districtl^  in  manner  following,  to  wit :  That  part 
thereof  composing  thecounHes  of  Jackson,  Deca- 
tur, Madison,  Limestone,  Lauderdale,  Franklin, 
Lawrence,  Morsan,  Blount,  St.  Clair,  Jeflierson, 
Walker,  and  Marion,  shall  compose  one  district, 
to  be  called  the  Northern  District  of  Alabama ; 
and  the  residue  thereof  shall  compose  another  dia- 
trict,  to  be  called  the  Southern  district  of  Ala- 
bama. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fiurther  enacted,  That  th'ere  shall 
be  two  terms  of  the  District  Court  for  the  South- 
em  District,  held  at  Mobile,  in  each  vear,  to  begin 
on  the  third  Monday  after  the  fourth  Monday. in 
March,  and  the  fourth  Monday  after  the  fourth 
Monday  in  October;  and  one  term  at  Cahawba, 
in  each  year,  to  begin  on  the  third  Monday  in 
June ;  and  one  term  of  the  District  Court,  for  the 
Northern  District,  shall  be  held  in  Hunts ville,  in 
each  y-ear,  to  begin  op  the  second  Monday  in  July; 
and  the  District  Judge  of  the  United  States  for 
the  State  of  Alabama  is  hereby  required  to  hold 
the  courts  aforesaid,  and  furthermore,  to  hold  one 
or  more  special  terin8,at  Cahawba,  and  at  Hunts- 
ville,  in  each  year,  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  busineas 
of  the  court  shall  require  it  to  he  done. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it^further  enacted,  That  the  third 
Monday  in  December,  in  each  year,  shall  be  a  re« 
turn  day  for  writs  and  executions,  returnable  to 
the  said  District  Court  at  Cahawba ;  and  the  sec- 
ond Monday  in  January,  in  each  year,  shall  be  a 
return  day  tor  writs  and  executions  returnable  to 
the  said  District  Court  at  Hnntsville;  and  the 
parties  to  such  suits  as  shall  be  so  returned,  shall 
make  up  their  pleadings  under  such  rules  as  the 
coitf t  shall  prescribe,  in  order  to  have  the  causes 
so  returned  in  a  state  for  trial  at  the  next  r^ular 
term. 

Sp:c.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  causes 
pending  in  the  said  District  Courts  at  Mobile  and 
Cahawba,  shall  be  adjourned  and  continued  from 
the  tiines  heretofore  prescribed  by  law  for  holding 
said  courts  respectively,  to  the  times  appointed  by 
this  act;  and  all  recognizances  and  process  of 
every  description,  made  returnable  to  the  former 
terms  of  holding  said  courts,  shall  be  returned  to 
the  terms  herein  established,  and  be  as  valid  as  if 
the  time  of  holding  the  same  had  not  been  changed. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted,  That  all  causes 
at  law,  or  in  chancery,  pending  in  the  said  Distriet 
Courts  at  Mobile  and  Cahawba,  in  which  the  de* 
fendant  or  defendanta  resided,  in  the  Northern  D^ 
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trict,  at  the  time  of  serving  the  process,  shall  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  District  Court  for  the  said  Northern 
District,  established  by  this  act,  and  be  proceeded  in, 
adjudged,  and  determined,  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  origmally  commenced  in  said  court ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  clerks  of  the  said  District  Courts 
at  Mobile  and  Cahawba,  to  transmit,  by  some  safe 
conveyance,  to  the  clerk  of  the  District  CourC  for 
ibe  Northern  District,  the  original  papers  in  all 
such  causes,  together  with  a  transcript  of  nil  pro- 
ceedings had  therein. 

Sec.  6.  Ai»d  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all  suits 
hereafter  to  be  brought,  in  either  of  the  covtrts 
.aforesaid,  not  of  a  local  nature,  shall  be  brought 
only  in  tne  district  where*  the  defendant  shall  re- 
side ;  but  if  there  be  more  than  one  defendant,  and 
some  of  them  reside  in  the  Northern  and  some  in 
the  Southern  District,  the  plaintiff  may  sue  in 
either,  and  send  a  jduplicate  writ  to  the  other,  on 
which  he  shall  endorse  that  it  is  part  of  a  suit 
brought  in  the  district  from  which  it  is  sent ;  and 
the  said  writs,  when  executed  and  returned,  shall 
constitute  one  suit,  and  be  proceeded  in  accord- 
ingly* 

Ssc.7.  Andhe  it  further  enaOed,  That  the  Judge 
of  said, courts  shall  appoint  a  clerk  of  the  District 
Court  of  the  Northern  District,  who  shall  reside, 
and  keep  his  office,and  the  records  and  documents 
appertaining  thereto,  at  the  place  of  holding  said 
court :  be  entitled  to  the  same  fees  allowed  by  law 
to  the  clerks  of  the  Southern  District,  and  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  liabilities  and  penalties. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  Dis- 
trict Attorney  heretofore  appointed  for  the  District 
of  Alabama  shall  be  the  District  Attorney  for  the 
Southern  District  of  Alabama ;  and  there  shall 
be  a  District  Attorney  appointed  for  the  Northern 
District  of  Alabama,  who  shall  hold  his  appoint- 
ment for  the  -same  term,  be  subject  to  the  same 
duties,  and  receive  the  same  salary,  fees,  and  emol- 
uments, allowed  to  the  District  Attorney  for  the 
Southern  District  of  Alabama. 

Sec  9.  Andhe  it  further  enacted,  That  should  the 
Judge  fail  to  attend  at  the  time  and  place  of  hold- 
ing any  of  the  courts  herein  qientioned,  before  the 
close  of  the  third  dajr  of  the  term,  the  bostoess 
thereof  shall  stand  adjourned  to  the  next  term. 

Approved,  March  10, 1834. 


An  Act  to  define  the  boandsry  line  between  the  Ed- 
wardsville  snd  Springfield  Land  Districts,  in  the 
State  of  IHinois. 

■ 

Beit  enacted,  ^c,  That  all  that  tract  of  country 
lying  between  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  rivers, 
and  south  of  the  base  line  of  the  military  surveys, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  attached  to,  and  made 
a  part  of,  the  land  district,  the  office  of  which  is 
located  at  Edwardsville;  and  all  the  tract  of  coun- 
Uy  lying  between  the  said  rivers,  and  north  of  the 
,  said  base  line  be,  and  thesameis  hereby,  attached  to, 
and  made  a  part  of,  the  land  district,  the  office  of 
which  is  established  at  Springfield,  in  the  county 
of  Sangamo. 

Approved,  March  Id,  1834. 


An  Act  to  change  the  terais  oC  the  District  Coait 
of  the  United  States  lor  the  Keatackj  district. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  the  sessions  of  the  Distriet  Court 
of  the  United  States,  in  and  for  the  Kenlockr 
District,  shall  commence  and  be  faoLden  on  the  £ni 
Monday  of  May  and  November,  in  each  year,  in- 
stead of  the  terms  now  appointed  bf  law. 

Sac.  2.  And  he  U  furrier  enacted,  That  all  no- 
tions, process,  pleas,  and  suits,  retamabk  to  die 
term  of  said  eourt  heretofore  appointed  to  be 
holden  in  April  next,  shall  stand  kdjooraed  ui 
coatiiraed  over  to  i|ie  May  term  next  appointed  ^ 
this  act,  and  shall  be  as  efiectuai  in  law  as  if  4e 
said  April  term  had  not  been  abolished. 

Approved,  March  34,  1834. 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  empIojiDg  of  certain  A»- 
;.8istant8  in  the  General  Land  Office. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.^  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  em- 
ploy  in  the  General  Land.  Omce,  for  a  term  doz 
exceeding  twelve  months,  one  assistant  draughts- 
man and  two  coiorers,  for  the  purpose  of  complet- 
ing the  maps  directed  to  be  made  by  a  resolutioa 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  passed  on  tk 
tweoty-eighth  day  of  February,  one  thoosaad 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-three. 

Approved,  March  34, 1834. 

Ad  Act  making  sppropriattons  for  the  soppott  oi 
Government  for  the  year  one  thoosaad  cifbi  has- 
dred  and  twenty >four. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  fallowing  warn  be, 
and  the  same  are  nereby,  respeGtively  appropna- 
ted  for  the  service,  of  the  year  oae  tkousaiid  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-four;  that  is  to  say: 

For  compensation  to  Senators  and  nembenof 
the  House  of  Representatives,  their  oficecs  and 
attendanu,  including  the  sum  of  two  haadred 
and  sixty-five  thousand  one  hoadred  and  forty 
dollars,  appropriated  by  an  act  Biakii^g  a  partial 
appropriation  for  the  year  one  Ihousand  eight  hoa- 
dred and  twenty-four,  passed  the  aiaeCeeadi  d»f 
of  January  last,  four  hundred  and  fifty-thne  thoa- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two  ioUifs. 

For  expenses  of  fuel,  statioaeryyphatiiigY  aad 
all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two  Uoostt 
of  Codigress,  sixty  thousand  seven  hmdred  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  the  library  of  Coagreas,  is* 
eluding  the  salary  of  the  librarian,  one  tbousaai 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Pre^deat  of  the  Ubh 
ted  States,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compeosaiion  to  the  Vice  PresidcBt  of  tk 
United  States,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  Scais. 
six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Debars- 
ment  of  State,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  of  Apru 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteea 
thousand  nine  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  meBsen^eis  ia  said 
Departmeat^  including  the  messenger  in  the  Pt- 
tent  Office,  oae  thonsand  four  hundred  dollais. 
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For  the  i&cide&tal  and  oontingent  expenses  of 
the  DejNirtaieDt  of  State,  including  the  expenses 
of  printing  the  laws,  and  for  extra  copying  of  pa- 
pers, twenty-seven  thousand  three  hundred  and 
nfty  doiiars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, six  thousand  doiiars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  per  act  of  the 
twentieth  Ap«ril,  one  thousand  eignt  hundred  and 
eighteen,  ten  thousand  doiiars. 

For  compensation  to  an  additional  clerk,  as 
allowed  per  act  of  appropriation  of  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  messengers  in  said  office, 
one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  three  thousand  fiv^hnndred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  First  Comptroller,  per  act  of  twentieth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
seventeen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  of- 
fice, one  thousand  and  fifty  doiiars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Se<;ond  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Second' Comptroller,  per  act  of  tweiitieth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fil\y  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars.  , 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of' 
the,  First  Auditor,  thirteen  thousand  two  hundred 
doiiars. 

For  eoqipflnsation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, seven  hundred  dollars. 

For.  compensation  tothe  Second  Auditor  of  the 
Tresisary,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Second  Auditor,  fonrtcen  thoiuand  four  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  .compensation  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Third  Auditor,  twenty-lhree  thousand  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
office,  one  thousand  and  fifty  doiiars,  in  full  of 
allowances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Fourth  Auditor,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen 
thousand  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  allow- 


ances. 


For  an  additional  ckrk  in  aahi  office,  for  the 


year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-foiu, 
one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Fifth  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  ten 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  two  clerks,  to  complete  the  duties  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  transferred  to  the 
office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  one  clerk,  on  the  business  of  the  agent  of 
the  Treasury,  transferred  to  the  office  of  the  Fifth 
Auditor,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  seven  hundred  dollars^  in  full  of  all  allow- 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Treasurer,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hcmdred  and  eighteen,  five 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Jt'or  compensation  to  an  additional  clerk,  and 
also  fpr  an  assistant  to  the  chief  clerk,  as  allowed 
since  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninetten,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allow* 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Gkneral  Land  Office,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  said  Con^missioner,  *per  act  of  the  twentieth 
of  April)  one  thoftsand  eight  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen, twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty 
doikrs. 

For  compensation  to  such  persons  as  may  be 
employed  to  brinff  up  the  business  in  said  omce, 
three  thonaand  dmlars. 

For  compensatioa  to  the  messengers  in  said  of" 
fice,  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of  all 
attowances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury, three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Register,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eLprhteen,  twenty-two  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fiAy  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger,  including 
the  allowance  for  stamping  ships'  registers,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  assistant  messenj^er  in 
said  ofike,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  \n  full 
of  allowances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of , the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  person  employed  in  trans- 
mitting passports  and  sea  letters ;  for  expense  of 
translating  foreign  languages,  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasurer ;  for  stationery,  fuel, 
printing,  and  all  other  incidental  and  contingent 
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expenses,  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the 
several  offices  therein,  inclading  the  expenses  of 
stating  and  printing  the  pabiic  accounts,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and'  twenty- 
four,  twenty-six  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  superintendent  and  four 
watchmen,  employed  for  the  security  of  the  State 
and  Treasury  buildings ;  for  the  repairs  of  en- 
ffine^^,  hose,  and  buckets,  one  thousand  and  nine 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  six 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  twenty-two  thousand  and 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  messengers  in  said  office, 
one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of  allow- 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Paymaster  General,  three  thousand  one  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  allow- 
ances. 

Fof  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  two  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messen^r  in  said  office, 
seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  ail  allowances. 

For  coinpensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Adjutant  General,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and 
fit\y  dollars. 

'For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  Ordnance 
Office,  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  twothou- 
sand  one  hundred  and*  fifty  dollars.  * 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Chief  Engineer,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  Surgeon  General,  one  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, seven  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
-Secretary  of  the  Navy,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
eight  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
office,  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of  all 
allowances. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars.  . 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy  Board,  ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Navy  Board,  two  thousand  dol- 
'  lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board,  per  act  of 


the  twentieth  of  April,  one  thouasod  eight  boa- 
dred  and  eighteen,  three  thousand  five  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  three  elerk%  and  a  drao^ts- 
man.as  allowed  by  the  actsof  approprialiOii,aiace 
the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  kaodred 
and  nineteen,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  mesaenser  iirsaiJoSee, 
seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allowiacoL 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  oee 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  superintendent  and  ism 
watchmen,  employed  for  the  security  of  the  Wtr 
and  Navy  buildings;  and  for  the  incidental  aai 
contingent  expenses,  including  oil,  fael,  caodla^ 
and  labor,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  Gieneral, 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  two  Assistant  Pad- 
masters  General,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  General 
Post  Office,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  of  April,  ooe 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-tvo 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation 'to  two  cierk^  as  allowed  per 
act  of  appropriation  of  one  thousand  eight  bos- 
dred  and  twenty-three,  one  thousand  six  fauDdred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  office, 
one  thousand  and  fiflty  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allow- 
ances. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  oflire^  knr 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  CkBenl,two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  offi^of 
the  Surveyor  General,  two  thousand  one  byadied 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  aootb  of  Ten- 
nessee, two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  elerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Surveyor,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  M- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  fttiomgy 
Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  two  thousand  doflars. 

For  compensation  to  the  derlbs  ia  the  office  of 
said  surveyor,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  Alabama, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  cotnpensation  to  the  elerks  ia  the  office  ef 
said  Surveyor,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollan. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissiooer  i)i  the 
Public  Buildings  in*  Washington  City,  one  tboe- 
sand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  ekrfcfif 
the  Mint,  nine  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  persons  employed  in  the  diflerent  opera- 
tions of  the  Mint,  nme  thousand  four  tiondred 
dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses;,  vd 
repairs,  cost  of  machinery,  and  for  tbe  allowaoce 
of  wastage  in  the  gold  and  silver  coinage  of  tbe 
Mint,  seven  thoosaoMi  seven  hundred  and  seveaty- 
five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges;,  aa  ^ 
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Secretary,  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  eight  thou- 
and  seveo  hundred  and  thirty*six  dollars  and 
hirty  cents. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Michigan 
Territory,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Arkansas  Territory,  six  thou- 
and  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  .contingent  expenses  of  the  Arkansas 
territory,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars* 

For  compensation  to  the  Qovernor,  Judges,  and 
lecretary,  of  the  Florida  Territory,  seren  thou- 
md  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  six  Commissioners,  to  set- 
le  land  claims  in  said  T.erritory,  twelve  thousand 
loUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Chief  Justice,  the  As- 
ociate  Judges,  and  District  Judges,  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate 
udges  of  the  District  of  Golumbiaj  seventy-eight 
housand  and  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compen^tion  to  the  Attorney  General  of 
he  United  Sutler,  three  thousan|l  five  hundred 
lollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of 
he  Attorney  General,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Reporter  of  the  de* 
lisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  one  thousand 
lollars. 

For  compoisation  to  sundry  District  Attorneys 
ind  Marshals,  as  granted  by  law,  including  those 
n  the  several  Territories,  ten  thousand  one  hun- 
Ired  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme, 
[Circuit,  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
ncluding  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  Jurors 
Lud  witnesses,  in  aid  of' the  funds  arising  from 
ines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  and  for  deiraying 
he  expenses  of  prosecutions  for  offences  against 
he  United  States,  and  for  ihe  safe  keeping  of 
irisoners,  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted  by 
he  late  and  present  Governments,  tWo  thousand 
>ne  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  support  and  maintenance  of  light- 
louses,  beacons,  buovs,  and  stakeages,  including 
he  purchase  of  oil,  keepers'  salaries,  repairs  and 
mprovements,  and  contingent  expenses,  and  in- 
cluding an  unexpended  balance  of  appropriation 
}n  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  eignt  hundred 
md  twenty-four,  of  seventeen  thousand  five  hun* 
Ired  and  eleven  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents ; 
ind,  also,  five  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  the 
ium  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  here- 
x)fore  appropriated  for  building  a  Lighthouse  near 
E>*ort  Gratiot,  in  Michigan  Territory,  one  hundred 
ind  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-^ 
Tour  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 

For  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  Registers 
itid  Receivers  of  the  difierent  Land  Offices,  thirty- 
nine  thousand  dollars. 

For  surveying  the  public  lands,  sevepty-five 
thousand  dollars.  . 

For  continuing  the  work  on  the  centre  building, 
eighty-six  thousand  dollars. 
For  alterations  and  repairs  in  the  room  occu- 


pied by  the  Supreme  Qourt,  six  hundred  a^d 
forty  dollars^ 

For  improving  the  Capitol  square,  and  painting 
the  railing  round  the  same,  two  thousand  doHars. 

^or  making  a  footway  in  front  of  the  public 
grounds  and  open  spaces  between  the  Capitol  and 
Navy  Office,  nve  thousand  dollars. 

For  stationery  and  books  for  the  offices  of 
Commissioners  of  Loans,  two  thousand  dollars. 
.  For  rent  and  repairs  of  the  tenement  formerlv 
occupied  as  a  temporary  residence  by  the  Presi* 
dent  of  the  ^United  States,  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  dollars,  twenty-four  cents. 

For  registers  for  ships  and  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  ^nd  for  lists  of  crews,  four  thousand 
dollars. 

For  sick,  disabled,  and  destitute  seamen,  in 
foreign  countriesj'  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  diseharse  of  such  miscellaneous  claims 
against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  sh]^ll  be  admitted  in  due  course  of  settle- 
ment at  the  Treasury,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of*^  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
States  to  London,  Paris,  St.  Petersburg,  Madrid, 
and  Lisbon^  the  Charge  des  Afiaires  at  Madrid 
from  the  third  of  March  to  the  fourth  of  Novem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-three,  and,  also, 
for  the  Charg6  des  Afiaires  at  Stockholm  and  the 
Hague,  fifty-seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Ministers  or  Charg^s.des 
Afiaires  of  the  United  States  who  have  been,  or 
may  be,  appointed  to  (he  governments  on  the 
continent  of  America,  thirty-six  thousand  dollars. 

For  outfits  to  the  Ministers  at  Paris  and  Mad- 
rid, eighteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  salaries  of  t^e  several  Secretaries  of  Lega- 
tion, eighteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  those  misaionti 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Agents  of  Claims  aC 
London  and  Paris,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  Commis- 
sioner and  Arbitrator  under  the  first  nrticle  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  and  for  one-half  nf  the  salary  of 
the  Secretary  and  half  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  commission,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, in  addition  to  the  unexpended  balance  of  the 
appropriation  for  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-three,  for  the  same  object. 

For  expenses  of  carrying  into  effect  the  sixth 
and  seventh  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  in- 
cluding the  compensation  of  the  Uommissionera, 
Agents,  and  Surveyors,  and  their  contingent  ex- 
penses, sixteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Barbary 
Powers,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses^  of  foreign  intercourse, 
forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  for  ^xtra  clerks  employed  in 
the  General  Post  Office  during  the  last  year,  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and  twenty-five 
Cents. 

For  compensation  of  nine  members  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  at 
two  dollars  each  per  day,  for  sixty  days,  one 
thoosand  and  eighty  dollars. 
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For  the  ctmti&^pt  ez^mes  of  the  Legiriative 
Council,  inclading  the  pnnting  of  the  laws  of  said 
Territory,  ooe  thousand  two  hdndred  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Land 
Commissioners  of  East  and  West  Florida,  two 
thoasand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  and  travelling  expenses  of 
tbe  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida 
Territory,  and  for  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Territory,  including  arrearages  for  the  years  one 
thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  twenty-two  and  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  six 
thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars  and 
sixty-four  cents,  being  the  unexpended  balance  of 
the  last  year. 

For  the  completion  of  the  medals  voted  by 
Congress  to  certain  general  officers ;  to  purchase 
gold  for  the  medals,  and  to  replace  General  Mc- 
Comb's  medal,  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  a  draughtsman  and  two  colorers  for  the 
Gteneral  Land  Office,  authorized  by  law,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2,  And  he  it  furrier  enactedj  That  the  seve- 
ral sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated :  Provided^  hoftevery  That  no  money,  ap- 
DTopriated  by  this  act,  shall  be  paid  to  any  person^ 
K>r  his  compensation,  who  is  in  arrears  to  the 
United  States,  until  such  person  shall  have  ac- 
counted for,  and  paid  into,  the  Treasury,  all  snms 
for  which  he  may  be  liable  r  Pnmded,  also^  That 
nothing  in  this  section  contained,  shall  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  balances  arising  solely  from 
the  depreciation  of  Treasury  notes,  received  by 
such  person,  to  be  expended  in  the  public  service ; 
but  in  all  .cases,  where  the  pay  or  salary  of  anj 
person  19  withheld,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  accounting  officer,  if  de- 
manded by  the  party,  his  agent,  or  attorney,  to  re- 
port forthwith,  to  the  Aeent  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, the  balance  due;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  Agent,  within  sixty  days  there- 
after, to  order  suit  to  be  commenced,  against  such 
delinquent  and  his  sureties. 

Approved,  April  2, 1824. 


An  Aet  extending  the  .tonn  of  peneione  granted  to 
peteooi  disabled,  «nd  to  the  widows*  end  orphans  of 
those  who  have  been  slain,  or  who  have  died  in  con- 
sequence of  wounds,  or  casualties,  received  while 
in  the  line  of  their  duty,  on  board  the  private  armed 
ships  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  war. 

Ba  it  enacted,  ^c.^  That  the  pensions  of  all  per- 
sons who  now  fl-re  in  the  receipt  thereof,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  following  laws  of  the  Uaiced 
States,  or  either  of  them,  to  wit :  An  act  passed 
March  fourth,  one*  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen,  entitled  "An  act  giving  pensions  to  the 
orphans  and  widows  of  persons  slain  in  the  pub- 
lic or  private  i^rmed  vessels  of  the  United  States;'^ 
and  an  act  passed  A^ril  sixteenth,  pne  thoasand 
eiffht  hundred  and  eighteen,  entitled  "An  act  in 
addition  to  an  act  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans 
and  widows  of  persons  slain  in  the  public  or  pri- 


vate armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,"  so  fir 
as  regards  persons  receiving  pensions  from  the 
fund  arising  from  captures  and  salvage,  made  by 
the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  continued,  under  the  re- 
strictions and  regulations  in  the  said  acts  con- 
tained, for  and  during  the  additional  tenaof  five 
years,  from  and  after  the  period  of  the  expir&tioa 
of  the  said  pensions,  respectively :  Provided^  to- 
ever.  That  tne  said  nensions  shall  alone  be  |aid 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  privateer  pensioa  fssA, 
so  called,  and  without  recourse  to  the  Uaiki 
States  for  any  deficiency,  (should  sach  oeear,) 
which  may  hereafter  arise  thereon  r  And  pnndei^ 
/farther,  That  no  pension  shall  be  paid  to  any  sack 
widow  after  her  intermarriage,  nor  to  any  orphan 
children  of  such  officer,  seamen,  or  marines,  alter 
they  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 
Approved,  April  9, 1824. 


An  Aet  coafirming  certain  acts  of  James  MUkr,  m» 
Governor  of  t!^  Teiritor j  of  Arkanaaa,  and  fiir  other 
purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  official  acts  and 
proceedings  of  James  Miller,  as'  Governor  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  from  the  third  day  of 
March,  A.  D.  one  thousand  .eight  hnndred  aad 
twenty-two,  to  the  third  day  of  Januarv,  A.  D. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred- and  twenty-uiiee,  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  declared  to  have  the 
same  validity,  force,  Mid  effect,  as  if  the  said 
James  Miller  had  been  duly  appointed  aad  cooh 
missioned,  for  and  durin)^  the  said  term,  by  the 
President'  of  the  United  States,  as  Qovenur  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas ;  and  he  is  hereby  a»- 
thorized  to  have  and  receive  the  same  salary, pay, 
arid  emoluments,  as  he  would  by  law  have  ben 
entitled,  during  the  same  period,  to  receive,  if  be 
had  been  so  appointed  aad  commisBioDed  as  afore- 
said. 

Approved,  April  9, 1824. 


An  Act  to  apiend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  i^  the  ce- 
tablishment  of  a  Turnpike  Company  in  the  cooaty 
of  Alexandria,  in  ^e  District  of  Cotanabis.'* 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  during  the  eoatifinance 
of  the  act^  entitled- "An  act  for  the  estaUishmeni 
of  a  Turnpike  Compan^r  in  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  of  Columbia^"  passed  the 
twentj-first  April,  one  thousand  eight  htmdred 
and  eight,  the  Washington  and  Alexandria  Turn- 
pike Company  shall  be  entitled  to  demand  aad  re- 
ceive, by  their  proper  agents,  servants,  or  offieeis, 
at  the  bridge  built  by  said  company,  over  Foar 
Mile  Creek,  between  the  town  of  AuuLandria  and 
the  City  of  Washington,  the'sum  of  one  cent  for 
each  and  every  person  {Mssiog  on  foot  over  said 
bridge:  Provided  alioaySy  and  U  ie  Jwrther  emutai, 
That,  whenever  the  net  proceeds  of  toUs  col- 
lected on  said  road  and  bridge  shall  be  sofficieai 
to  defray  the  expense  of  rebuildidg  the  bridge  oa 
Four  Mile  Run,  keeping  the  said  bridge  and  road 
in  a  sufficient  state  of  repair,  and  allow  the  stock- 
holders dividends,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centom 
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per  aoaam,  tben,  and  io  that  ease,  the  circuit 
court  of  .the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  county 
of  Alexandria  shall  determine  that  the  rif  ht  of 
said  Company  to  demand  the  toils  prescribed  by 
this  act,  or  aay  other  tolls,  from  foot  passengers, 
shall  cease. 
Approved,  April  9, 1824. 

An  Act  to  change  the  terms  of  the  Oircnft  and  Dis- 
trict ConrU  of  the  United  8Utc8  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  one  of  the  terms  of  the  Circuit  Court  in 
Kentucky. 

Be  it  enaded,  ^c.  That  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  within  and  for  the  district  of  Ohio, 
instead  of  the  tinle  now  fixed  by  law,  shall  be 
held  on  the  second  Monday  of  July  next ;  and 
thereafter  on  the  first  Mondays  in  January  and 
June  in  each  year ;  and  the  oistrict  court  of  the 
United  States,  in  and  for  the  said  district,  shall 
hereafter  be  held  ou  the  Mondays  next  succeeding 
the  times  herein  fixed  for  holding  the  circuit 
coart. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  fittther  enacted,  That  the  next 
Fall  term  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Kentucky  be  commenced  and 
held  on  the  second  Monday  in  October  next,  in 
lieu  of  the  first  Monday  in  November ;  Provided, 
That  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to, 
or  embrace,  any  other  or  future  term  of  the  said 
circuit  court,  than^he  qext  November  term  afore- 
said. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  JMher  enacted.  That  all  re- 
cognizances, process,  suits,  and  proceedings,  of 
every  kind,  whether  of  a  civil  or  criminal  nature, 
commenced  or  pending  in  either  of  said  courts, 
shall  be  returned  to,  proceeded  in,  and  determined 
at,  the  terms  herein  provided  for,  in'  the  same  man- 
ner as  if  the  time  of  holding  said  courts  had  not 
been  changed. 

Approved,  April  22, 1824. 


An  Act  giving  the  consent  and  sanction  of  Congress 
to  a  Certain  act  of  the  Legislative  Coancil  of  the 
Territory  of  Floridat 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  consent  and  sanction 
of  Congress  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  given  to 
ihe  act  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida,  approved  by  the  Gk)veroor  of  said 
Territorv,  on  the  fourth  day  of  July,  Anno  Dom- 
ini one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  levying  a  poll  tax." 

Approved,  April  22, 1824. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  District  Court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of  lUinoisk 

Be  Utnaeled.  fc,  That,  in  lieu  of  the  times  now 
appointed  by  law,  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Illinois  shall  be  here- 
after holden  on  the  third  Mondays  in  June  and 
November,  in  each  year. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  writs, 
pleas,  suits,  reoognizancea,  indietmenu,  apd  -all 
other  proceedings  of  a  civil  or  criminal  nature, 
now  pending  in,  or  which  are,  or  may  be  return- 


able to,  said  court,  shall  be  heard,  tried,  and  pro- 
ceeded with,  by  the  said  court,  in  the  same,  man* 
ner  as  if  no  alteration  of  the  times  for  holding  said 
court  had  taken  place. 
Approved,  April  22, 1824. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  '*An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  for  the 
relief  of  persona  imprisoned  for  debt." 

Beit  enacted,  fc,  That  the  person  or  persons 
who  shall  or  may  be  commissioned,  either  by  any 
Judge  of  the  Supre^me  Court  of  the  United  States, 
or  by  any  District  Judge  of  the  United  States,  to 
administer  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 
debt,"  passed  on  the  sixth  day  of  January,  Anno 
Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  shall,  and 
may  have  full  power  and  authority  to  issue  a  cir 
tation,  directed  to  the  creditor,  his  agent  or  attor- 
ney, ii  either  lives  within  one  hundr^  miles  of  the 
place  of  imprisonment,  requiring  him  to  appear  at 
the  time  anu  place  therein  mentioned,  if  he  see  fit^ 
to  show  cause  why  the  said  oath  or  affirmation 
should  not  be  administered. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the 
creditor,  his  agent  or  attorney,  lives  within  fifty 
miles  of  the  place  of  imprisonment,  only  fifteea 
days  previous  notice  by  citation  shall  be  required. 

Approved,  April  22, 1824. 


An  Act  making  appropriationa  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  Stales,  for  the  year  one  thoasand 
eight  handred  and  twenty-four. 

Be  it  enacted,  fo.,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,^  the  following  sums 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively,  appro- 
priated : 

For  the. pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and 
pay  of  seamen,  ei^ht  hundred  and  forty-seven 
thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars  and 
twenty  ^ye  cents. 

For  provisions^in  addition  to  the  sum  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-ei^ht  dol- 
lars and  seventy-five  cents,  the  balance  or  appro- 
priation for  provisions  unexpended  and  provisions 
on  hand,  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores^  and  ail  expenses 
on  account  of  the  sick,  twenty^^ve  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  pay,  subsistence,  and  allorwances,  of  every 
description,  to  all  commissioned  and  warrant  offi- 
cers employed  at  the  several  navy  yards  and  shore 
stations,  also  of  naval  constructors,  store-keepers, 
inspectors,  master  workmen,  clerks  of  the  yards, 
ofthe  check,  and  of  commanders,  and  porters  at- 
tached to  the  navy  yards  and  store  stations,  two 
hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  ninety-three  dollars  and  twenty-six  cents. 

For  contingent  expenses  accruing  in  the  present 
year,  that  is  to  say,  for  commissions,  clerk  hire, 
office  rent,  stationery,  and  fuel,  to  navy  i^nts ; 
premiums,  and  other  expenses  of  recruiting,  treight 
of  provisions,  stores,  and  materials,  from  one  sta- 
tion to  another;  and  from  the  United  States  to  die- 
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taot  stations  in  other  countries  where  cor  ships 
are  employed ;  allowances  to  officers  at  the  several 
Bavy  yaras  and  stations,  for  house  rent,  fuel,  and 
canales ;  travelling  expenses  for  officers,  and 
transportation  of  seamen:  freightof  timber,  wharf- 
age, and  dockage  for  vessels  where  there  are  no 
public  yards ;  expenses,  and  a  per  diem  allowance, 
for  attending  courts  martial  and  courts  of  inquiry  ; 
compensation  to  judge  advocates;  cabinet  furniture 
for  vessels  in  commission ;  incidental  labor  at  navy 
yards,  which  is  not  applicable  to  any  other  appro- 
priation ;  pilotage  of  public  vessels  in  the  United 
States,  ana  in  foreign  countries ;  printing  naval  re- 
gisters, blank  pay-rolls,  receipt  rolls,  stewards'  re- 
turns, seamen's  allotment  tickets,  the  proceedings 
of  courts  martial ;  storage  of  provisions  and  stores 
in  foreign  ports,  and  in  the  United  States,  where 
public  stores  are  not  provided ;  coals  for  black- 
smiths and  anchor-makers,  and  fuel  for  steam  en- 
S'nes;  purchase  and  maintenance  of  oxen,  carts, 
rge  timber  wheels,  and  workmen's  tools ;  chamber 
money  to  officers  in  lieu^  of  <]uarters,  other  than 
house  rent;  purchase  of  books,  charts,  nautical 
and  mathematical  instruments,  chronometers, 
machinery,  models,  drawings,  and  all  stationery, 
of  every  description,  used  throughout  the  naval 
service  ;  expense  of  pursuing  desterters ;  expense 
of  officers  in  sick  quarters;  storage  of  powder ; 
lighterage  and  scow  hire ;  postage  of  letters  on 
public  service ;  for  per  diem  allowance  to  officers 
engaged  in  extra  service  beyond  the  limit  of  theij 
stations;  for  the  purchase  and  repairs  of  steam  and 
fire  engines  and  machinery ;  for  expenses  of  bury- 
ing deceased  persons  belonging  to  the  Navy ;  for 
taxes  on  navy  yards  and  public  property ;  and  for 
accidents  to  the  public  vessels,  and  for  no  other 
object  or  purpose  whatever,  one  hundred  and 
ninety-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  for  objects  arising  |n 
the  current  year,  and  not  hereinbefore  enumerated, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  and  for  wear  and  tear, 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  improvement  in  navy  yards,  docks,  and 
wharves,  slips,  enclosures,  and  buildings,  of  every 
description,  one  hundred  and  fifiy-seven  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars,  with  authority  to  purchase, 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  a  slip  of  land,  estimated  to  contain 
about  nine  thousand  superficial  feet,  to  straighten 
the  back  line  of  the  navy  yard  at  Charlestown, 
Massachusetts. 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores^  including 
small  arms,  manufacture  of  powder,  one  thousand 
dollars,  with  the  unexpended  balances  of  former 
appropriations,  estimated  to  amount  to  about  nine- 
teen tnousand  dollars. 

For  ships'. houses,  to  repay  the  amount  taken 
from  the  gradual  increase,  seventy-eight  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  Marine  Corps, 
one  hundred  and  seventy-two  thousand  and  ninety- 
four  dollars. 

For  clothing  for  the  same,  twenty-eight  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars. 


For  fuel  fortb«  non-commissioaed  offiecn,mt 
sicians,  and  privates,  six  thousand  dollan. 

For  military  stores,  including  stocking  arms. ar- 
morer's pay,  armorer's  tools,  knapsacks,  tents,caap 
equipage,  accoutrements,  and  ordnance  store;  Ire 
thousand  dollars. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  iDSDnxitf 
for  the  officers  and  marines  of  the  Marine  Cofi, 
stationed  on  shore,  two  thousand  three  ImiM 
and  sixty-nine  dollars  and  seventy-ooe  ceots. 

For  contingent  expenses— that  is  to  saj,!*! 
for  commissioned  officers,  transportation,  sUi]*- 
ery,  bed  sacks,  straw,  extra  rations  to  officers,  oi 
postage  on  public  letters — nine  thousand  doibn. 

For  repairing  barracks  at  the  different  sutiou, 
and  for  building  new  barracks  at  Portsmoutii,  ta 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  Atyd  he  U  further  enacted,  That  the  v- 
eral  sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid  oat  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated: rrovided,  hou?ever,  That  no  money  appro- 
priated by  this  act  shall  be  paid  to  any  person  for 
bis  compensation  who  is  in  arrears  to  ibe  Uoiied 
States,  until  such  person  shall  have  accooated  for 
and  paid  into  the  Treasury  all  sums  for  which  ke 
may  be  liable:  Provided^  further^  That notbiog ii 
this  section  pontained  shall  extend  to  baltBca 
arising  solely  from  depreciation  of  Treasorj  aobs 
received  bf  such  person  to  be  expended  ii  tlie 
public  service.  But  in  all  cases  where  thepifor 
salary  of  any  person  is  withheld,  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  theaccoantiDgofficff, 
if  demanded  by  the  party,  his,  agent  or  attoney, 
to  report  forthwith  to  the  agent  of  the Trwfff 
Department  the  balance  due.  And  it  shall  be  tk 
duty  of  the  said  agent,  within  sixty  dafs  theieaf- 
ter,  to  order  suit  to  be  commenced  iguBsi  «^ 
delinquent  and  his  sureties. 

Approved,  April  29,  1824. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  forcertaio  Fortificttioof 

of  tbs  United  Statat,  for  the  year  one  thavuKi  eight 

hundred  and  twenty-four. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc,  That  the  following  saiDshe, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  wit.* 
For  fortifications,  to  feach  specificallf,»folw«- 

For  Fort  Jackson,  at  PlaquemineTorDjoaihe 
river  Mississippi,  one  hundred  and  ta  thoaau 
dollars. 

For  the  fort  at  Chef  Menteur,  one  handled  uwo- 

sand  dollars.  . 

For  the  fort  at  Mobile  Point,  one  hnndred  aad 
twenty-five  thousand  dollais. 

For  Fort  Monroe,  ninety-five  thdusand  dote 

For  Port  Calhoun,  ninety  thousand  dollan. 

For  topographical  reconnoissance,  repairs,  aw 
contingencies,  twenty-six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  a  site,  and  coileeting  mat«- 
als  for  the  projected  work  at  New  Utrecht  PoiaJ. 
one  of  the  works  intended  to  defend  the  Narrow 
in  New  York  harbor,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  a  site,  and  collecting  nMte- 
riab  for  the  projected  .work  at  Brfntoo's  Point. 
Narraganset  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  fifty  ^^ooojA 
dollars. 

Approved,  April  29, 1824. 
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^.n  Act  lo  proeare  the  neeeMary  Sarveyt*  Plans,  and 
£stimat««,  upon  ihe  aabject  of  Roada  and  Canals. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
[Tnited  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  the 
lecessary  surveys,  plans,  and  estimates,  to  be  made 
)f  the  routes  of  such  roads  and  canals  as  he  may 
ieem  of  national  importance,  in  a  commercial  or 
nilitary  point  of  view,  or  necessary  for  the  trans- 
wrtation  of  the  public  mail*;  designating,  in  Ihe 
;ase  of  each  canal,  what  parts  may  be  made  capa- 
ble of  sloop  navigation.  The  surveys,  plans,  and 
stimates,  for  each,  when  completed,  to  be  laid 
tefore  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  And  te  it  further  enacted,  That,  to  carry 
nto  effect  the  objects  of  this  act,  the  President  be 
ind  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  einploy  two  or  more 
ikilful  civil  engineers,  and  such  officers  of  the  Corps 
)f  Engineers,  or  who  may  be  detailed  to  do  'duty 
yith  that  corps,  as  he  may  think  proper.  And  the 
lum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  be  and  the  sameis 
lereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mon^ 
;ysin  the  Tneasurv,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  30,  1824. 


Vn  Aet  to  a|ter  Ihe  timaa  of  holding  the  District  Court 
in  the  District  of  Missoiiri. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  District  Court,  for 
he  District  of  Missouri,  shall  hereafter  be  held  on 
be  first  Monday  in  March  and  September,  in 
ivery  year ;  any  thing  in  any  actheretofore  passed, 
o  the  contrary)  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  all  writs, 
)leas,  suits,  recognizances,  indictments,  and  all 
)tber  proceedings,  civil  and  criminal,  shall  be 
leard,  tried,  and  i)roceeded  with  by  the  saidcourt, 
It  the  time  fixed  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  in 
he  same  manner  as  if  no  alteration  in  the  times 
or  holding  stfid  court  had  taken  place. 

Approved,  April  29, 1824. 


Vn  Act  to  repeal  an  act,  approved  the  third  March, 
one  thoaaand  eight  hundred. and  twenty-three,  en- 
titled **An  act  for  the  relief  of  Johif  B.  Hogan." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  act  approved  on  the 
bird  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
wenty-tbree,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
fohn  B.  Hogao,"  be,. and  the  same  is  hereby,  re- 
)ealed,  and  that  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
jrovernment  be  authorized  to  take  such  judicial 
Beasures  or  otherwise,  as  may  be  aeeessary  to 
compel  a  settlement  of  his  accounts. 

Sec.  2.  Andh^  further  enacted.  That  the  proper 
iccountmg  officer  of  the  Tr«uury  Department 
}e,  and  the.  same  is  hereby,  directed  to  carry  to 
:he  credit  of  the  said  Hoj^an,  the  amount  paid  by 
lim,  on  account  of  clothing  to  the  Tennessee  mi- 
itia  volunteer  gunmen. 

Approved,  April  22, 1824. 


Kii  Act  rewarding  the  officers  and  crews  of  two  gigs, 
or  small  boats,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Franeis  H.  Gregory,  of  the  United  Sutes  Navy. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the   President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 


have  distributed,  as  prize  money,  to  Lieutenant 
Francis  H.  Gregory,  of  the  United  Slates  Navy, 
and  the  officer*)  and  crews  of  two  gigs,  or  small 
boats,  under  his  command,  or  to  their  legal  repre- 
sentatives, the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,  for 
the  capture  and  d^truction  of  a  British  gunboat, 
called  the  Black  Snake,  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
on  the  nineteenth  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  and  that -'the  said  sum  of 
three  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  out  of  any 
moneys  in  tbeTreasury  nototherwiseappropriatea. 
Approved,  May  4,  1824. 


An  Act  for  enclosing  the  Burial  Ground  of  Christ 
Church,  Washington  Parish. 

Be  it  enctcted,  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause 
to  be  paid  to  the  vestry  of  Christ  Church,  Wash^  • 
ington  Parish,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  the  sum 
of  two  thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiding  in  the  erection  of  a  substantial  wall 
around  the  burial  ground  of  said  parish :  Provided, 
That  the  satd  vestry  shall  execute' a  bond  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  deposited  in  bis  Department, 
conditioned  in  the  penalty  of  four  thousand  dol- 
lars, for  the  fiaithful  application  of  the  money,  and 
execution  of  the  work,  and  securing  to  the  United 
States  the  four  hundred  sites  reserved  in  said  burial 
ground,  for  the  interment  of  members  of  Congress, 
and  others,  connected  with  the  General  Govern- 
ment. 

Approved,  May  4, 1824. 


An  Act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  certain 
Acu  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  the  consent  of  Congress 
be,  and  hereby  is.  granted  to  the  operation  of  an 
act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, pMsed  on  the  thirtieth  of  December,  one 
thoQsapd  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  entitled 
"An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Coosa 
river,  and  to  aid  in  its  connexion  with  the  Tennes- 
see waters  ;'*  and,  also,  to  an  act  passed  on  the 
thirty-first  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three,  entided  "An  act  to  im- 
prove the  navigation  of  the  Teuuessee  river." 

Approved,  May  13,  1824. 


'An  Act  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  Courts  in  the 

District  of  Colombia. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  Circuit  Court  for 
Washington  County,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
shall  hereafter  commenee  and  be  held  on  the  third 
Monday  of  December  and  first  Monday  of  May, 
in  each  year,  instead  of  the  days  now  fixed  by  law ; 
and  the  Circuit  Court  for  Alexandria  County,  in 
said  District,  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  April,  in- 
stead of  the  days  now  established  by  law ;  and 
that  all  process  whatsoever,  now  issued,  or  which 
may  be  issued,  in  the  respective  counties  of  Wash- 
ington and  Alexandria,  in  said  District,  returnable 
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to  the  days,  respectirdy,  now  fizedf  by  law,  for 
each  of  the  said  couDties,  shall  be  retarQable,  and 
returoed,  on  the.days  prescribed  by  this  act;  and 
all  causes,  recognizances,  pleas^  and  proceedings, 
civil  and  criminal,  returnable  lo,  and  depending 
before,  the  said  courts,  at  the  respective  times  of 
holding  the  same,  as  neretofore  established,  shall 
be  returned,  and  continued,  in  the  same  counties, 
respectively,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  saia 
causes,  recognizances,  pleas,  and  proceedings,  had 
been  regularly  returned  or  continued,  to  the  said 
respective  times  appointed  by  this  act  for  holding 
the  said  courts. 
A|$proved,  May  13, 1824. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt 
due  to  the  United  States,  by  the  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands. 

Be  it  enactedy^c.  That,  in  all  cases  where  the 
purchaser,  or  legal  holder,  of  any  certificate  of 
purchase  of  any  x)f  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  may  have  obtained,  a  certificate  of  further 
credit,  under  the  provisions  of  an  act,  passed  sec- 
ond March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-one,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty," 
or  of  the  acts  supplementary  thereto,  of  the  twen- 
tieth of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-two,  and  of  the  third  of  March,  oue  thous- 
and eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  the  person 
obtaining  such  certificate,  or  the  legal  holder 
thereof,  $hall  be  allowed,  at  any[  time  prior  to  the 
tenth  of  Aprilyone  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  to  file,  with  the  register  of  the  land 
office,  in  the  district  where  such  land  is  situated, 
a  relinquishment,  in  writing,  of  any  section,  half 
section,  quarter  section,  or  legal  subdivision  of  a 
fractional  section,  made  according  to  the  provis- 
ions of  the  existing  laws,  in  relation  to  the  survey 
and  sale  of  the  public  lands;  and  any  paynlent 
made,  on  any  tract  of  land  so  relinquished,  shall 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  amount  due  on 
anv  tract  retained  by  said  purchaser,  or  legal 
holder  of  a  certificate  of  purchase,  which  rislin- 
quishment  shall  be  allowed  only  on  conditfon  that 
any  such  purchaser,  or  legal  holder  of  a  certificate 
of  purchase,  relinquish  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
land  thereby  to  complete  his  or  her  payments, due 
to  the  United  States,  or  any  lands  retainea,  or 
pay  the  balance  due,  and  which  may  afterwards 
become  due,  in  money,  before  or  at  the  time  of 
such  relinquishment;  and,  on  the  payment  of 
such  balance  in  money,  there  shall  be  allowed,  on 
the  amount  so  paid,  a  deduction  of  the  rate  of 
thirty-seven  and  a  naif  per  centum:  Providedf 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  entitle  the 
person  making  such  relinquishment  to  claim  any 
repayment  from  the  United  States,  on  account  of 
any  lands  so  relinquished :  And  providtd  furthcTj 
Thut  nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorize 
any  discounts  upon  payments  made  by  relin- 
quishment. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  fwrth/tr  enacted,  That  all  pur- 
chasers, or  legal  holders  of  any  certificate  of  pur- 


chase, of  any  of  tb«  pobltc  lands  of  tbeUoited 
Stales,  who  may  have  obtained  a  eeniiate  of 
further  credit,  under  the  provisions  of  tfaeaernl 
acts  above  motioned,  or  making  complete  pig- 
ment, previous  to  the  tenth  of  April,  ofbim 
hundred  and  twenty-five,  of  every  mstalnntieir 
duew  and  which  shall  afterwards  beeome  fnlk, 
shall  be  allowed,  upon  the  amonnt  so  pui,  i  ^ 
duction,  at  the  rate  of  thirty-seven  aid  aialf  fcr 
centum. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  fitrther  miuiei^  ThatiiM 
be  the  duly  of  the  registers  andreeeirenof  ik 
land  offices  of  the  United  States,  immediii^ 
after  the  10th  of  April,  eighteen  baodred  iii 
twenty-five,  to  return  complete  lists  of  tbe  lanb 
relinquished  to  the  United  States,  within  thar 
districts ;  and  such  lands  shall  be  exposed  to  ak, 
as  other  public  lands  of  the  United  Stttci. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  UJwrther  enacted^  Tbtt  the  regis- 
ter and  receiver  of  any  land  office  shall  be  aiiovd 
double  the  fees  given  them  by  tbe  set  of  ike 
second  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  baodred  ui 
twenty-one,  for  like  services,  to  be  paid  bf  uk 
person  or  persons  availing  themselvo  of  the  p 
visions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  Jiartker  enaetd^  Tfait  tfe 
provisions  of  this  act  be  extended  toiovnloLuo^ 
out  lots  reserved  for  that  purpose,  and  told  b]r  tte 
United  States  on  a  credit. 

Approved,  May  18, 1824. 


An  Act  providing  loir  the  appointment  of  BDifrotlir 
the  Osage  Indians  west  of  the  8ute  cfUmmu 
and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  br  other pirpoK 

Be  it  enacted^  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
appoint  an  agent  for  the  Osage  lodia&s  west  d 
the  State  of  Missouri,  and  Territory  of  Arkin^ 
who  shall  receive  for  his  compensation  the  samof 
fifteen  hundred  dollars,  in  full,  and  that  all  ntiocs 
or  other  allowances  made  to  him,  shall  be  ^ 
ducted  from  the  sum  hereby  allowd. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  JSurther  enadei,  ThititM 
be  the  duty  of  each  Indian  ageat  to  n^ie  ^d 
keep  his  algency  within,  or  near  tbe  (erritorr, 
claimed  by  the  tribe  or  tribes  of  lodiau  for  which 
he  may  be  agent,  at  such  place  as  the  Picsidttir 
of  the  United  States  may  designate. 

Approved,  May  18,  1824. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  repaying  to  Swdeel  Wdbt 
certain  sum  of  money  bj  him  crroaeMily  psid  ia^ 
the  Treasury.  « 

^  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  Secieitrr  of  tk 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aotborized  ftndl^ 
quired  to  pay,  out  of  any  money,  not  otherviK 
appropriated,  to  Bezaleei  Weils,  of  the  Staie  o^ 
Ohio,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  being  » 
amount  paid  by  him  int6  the  Treasory,  laut 
twelfth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  eightees  bse- 
dred  and  twentf-two,  by  nistake,  on  accooai" 
three  several  tracts  of  land,  in  the  district  of  vit 
cennes,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  which  had  if! 
before  that  time  relinquished  bv  him  to  the  iBi* 
ted  Slates,  under  the  "Act  forUerelief  of  f*" 
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;basers  of  tbe  public  laads,  prior  to  the  first  4iay 
)f  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty/' 
Approved,  May  18^  1824. 


\d  Act  to  amend  the  several  acts  ibr  imposing  duties 

on  Imports. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
hirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
ind  twenty-four,  in  lieu  of  the  duties  now  im* 
K>sed  by  law  on  the  importation  of  the  artieles 
lereinafter  mentioned,  there  shall  be  levied,  col- 
eeted,  and  paid,  the  following  duties,  that  is  to 
ay: 

First.  On  sail  duck,  oznaburgs,  burlaps,  and 
icklenburgs,  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  centum  ad  va- 
orem. 

On  all  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool 
hall  be  a  component  part, 'except  worsted  stuff 
;oods  and  blankets,  which  shall  pay  twenty*five 
ler  centum  ad  valorem,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cen- 
um  ad  valorem,  until  the  thirtieth  day  o(  June, 
•ne  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five,  and 
iter  that  time,  a  duty  of  thirty-three  and  a  third 
ler  centum  ad  valorem :  Provided^  That,  on  all 
aanufactures  of  wool,  except  flannels  and  baizes, 
he  actual  value  of  which,  at  the  place  whence 
[n ported,  shall  not  exceed  thirty-three  and  a  third 
ents  per  square  yard,  shall  be  charged  with  a 
uty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Second.  On  all  manufactures,  not  herein  spe* 
ified,  of  cotton,  silk,  flax,  or  hemp,  or  of  which 
ither  of  these  materials  shall  be  a  component 
art,  and  on  all  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which 
ilk  shall  be  a  component  material,  coming  from 
eyond  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope,  a  duty  of  .twenty- 
ve  per  centum  ad  valorem ;  on  all  other  manu- 
ictures  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk  shall  be  a  com- 
onent  material,  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem : 
Provided.  That  all  cotton  cloths  whatsoever,  or 
loths  ot  which  cotton  shall  be  a  component  ma- 
>rial,  excepting  nankeens  imported  directly  from 
/hina,  the  original  cost  of  which,  at  the  place 
rheoce  imported,  with  the  addition  of  twenty  per 
en  turn,  if  imported  from  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope, 
r  any  place  beyond  it,  and  of  ten  per  centum,  it 
nported  from  any  other  place,  shall  be  less  than 
lirty  cents  per  square  yard,  shall,  with  such  ad- 
itioD,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  thirty 
ents  per  square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with 
uty  accordingly.  And  that  all  unbleached  and 
D colored  cotton  twfst,  yarn,  or  thread,  the  origi- 
al  cost  of  which  shall  be  less  than  sixty  cents 
er  pound,  shall*  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost 
zty  cents  per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged  with 
uty  accordingly.  And  all  bleached  or  colored 
Dtton  yarn,  twist,  or  thread,  the  original  cost  of 
rhich  shall  be  (ess  than  seventy-five  cents  per 
ouad,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  Cost 
3venty-five  cents  per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged 
rith  duty  accordingly :  Pnxoided^  also,  That  the 
revisions  of  this  act  shall  not  apply  to,  or  be  en- 
>rced  against,  importations  of  goods  from  ports 
r  places  eastward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or 
eyond  Cape  Horn,  before  the  first  day  of  January 
ext  ensuing. 


Third.  On  wool  manufactured, a  duty  of  twen- 
ty per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  first  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  ;  afterwards,  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum 
ad  valorem,  until  the  first  of  June,  one  thousand 
eiffht  hundred  and  twenty-six }  afterwards,  a  duty 
of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem :  Fromded,  That 
all  wool,  the  actual  value  of  which,  at  the  place 
whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed  ten  cents  per 
pound,  shall  be  charged  with  a  duty  of  fifteen  per 
centum  ad  vnlorem,  and  no  more. 

Fourth.  On  all  Leshorn  hats  or  bonnets,  and 
all  hats  or  bonnets  ot  straw^  chip,  or  grass,  and 
on  all  fiats,  braids^  or  plats,  for  making  of  hats  or 
bonnets,  a  duty  oi  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem : 
Provided,  That  all  Leghorn  hats  and  bonnets,  and 
all  hats  or  bonnets  of  straw,  chip,  or  grass,  which, 
at  th6  place  whence  imported,  with  the  addition 
of  ten  per  centum,  shall  have  cost  less  than  one 
dollar  each,  shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken 
and  deemed  to  have  cost  one  dollar  each,  and 
shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly. 

Fifth.  On  japanned  wares,  of  all  kinds,  on  pla- 
ted wares,  of  all  kinds,  and  on  all  manufactures, 
not  otherwise  specified,  made  of  brass,  iron,  steel, 
pewter,  lead,  or  ^in,  or  of  which  either  of  these 
metals  is  a  component  material,  a  duty  of  tvi^enty- 
five  per  centum  ad  valoicm. 

On  bolting  cloths,  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valo- 


rem; 


On  hair  cloth  and  hair  seating,  thirty  per  cen- 
tum ad  valorem ; 

On  marble,  and  all  manufactures  of  marble, 
thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem ; 

On  all  paper  hangings,  forty  per  centum  ad 
valorem ; 

On  coach  laces,  of  cotton  or  otl^er  material, 
thirty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem ;  on  all  other 
laces',  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  ad  valorem ; 

On  lead,  in  pigs,  bars,  or  sheets,  two  cents  per 
pound ; 

On  leaden  shot,  three  and  one  half  cents  per 
pound; 

On  red  or  white  lead,  dry,  or  ground  in  oil, 
four  cents  per  poirad ; 

On  Brussels,  Turkey,  and  Wilton  carpets  and 
carpeting,  fifty  cents  per  square  yard ; 

On  all  Venetian  and  ingrain  carpets  or  carpet- 
ing, twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard ; 

On  all  other  kinds  of  carpets  and  carpeting,  of 
wool,  flax,  hemp,  or  cotton,  or  parts  of  either, 
twenty  cents  per  square  yaVd; 

On  oil  cloth  carpeting,  and  on  oil  cloths,'  of 
every  description,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad 
valorem ; 

On  all  other  carpets  and  carpeting,  mats,  and 
floor  cloths,  made  of  tow,  flags,  or  any  other  ma- 
terial, a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem; 

Un  hemp,  at  the  rate  of  thirty-five  dollars  per 
ton; 

On  tarred  cables  and  cordage,  four  cents  per 
pound ; 

On  untarred  cordage,  yarns,  twine,  pack  thread, 
and  seines,  five  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  cotton  bagging,  three  cents  and  three-fourths 
of  a  cent  per  square  yard ; 
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On  iroD,  ia  bars  or  bolts,  not  maDufaclared,  Id 
wbole  or  ia  part,  by  rolling,  ninety  cents  jier  hun- 
dred and  twelve  pounds ; 

On  round  iron,  or  braziers'  rods,  of  three^iz- 
teentbs  to  eight-sixteenths  of  an  inch  diameter^ 
inclusive ;  and  on  iron,  in  nail  or  spike  rods,  slit ; 
and  on  iron,  in  sheets,  and  hoop  iron  ;  and  on  iron, 
slit  or  rolled,  for  band-iron,  scroll-iron,  or  oase« 
ment  rods,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  iron  spikes,  four  cents  per  pound ; 

On  iron  nails,  cut  or  wrought,  five  cents  per 
pound; 

On  tacks,  brads,  and  sprigs,  not  exceeding  six- 
teen ounces  to  the  thousand,  hye  cents  per  thou- 
sand ;  exceeding  sixteen  ounces  to  the  thousand, 
five  cents  per  pound ; 

On  iron  or  steel  wire,  not  exceeding  namber 
eighteen,  ^^^  cents  per  pound;  over  number 
eighteen,  nine  cents  per  pound; 

On  square  wire,  used  m  the  manufacture  of 
stretchers  for  umbrellas,  twelve  per  centum  ad 
Talorem ; 

On  anvils  and  anchors,  two  cents  per  pound ; 

On  iron  cables  or  chains,  or  parts  thereof,  three 
cents  per  pound ;  and  no  drawback  shall  be  al- 
lowed on  the  exportation  of  iron  cables,  or  parts 
thereof;  ' 

On  mill  cranks  and  mill  irons,  of  wrought  iron, 
four  cents  per  pound ; 

On  mill  saws,  one  dollar  each ; 

On  blacksmiths'  hammers  and  sledges,  two  and 
a  half  cents  per  ponod ; 

On  muskets,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per 
stand; 

On  rifles,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each  ; 

On  all  other  fire-arms,  and  on  side-arms,  thirty 
per  centum  ad  valorem*; 

On  cutting  knives,  scythes,  sickles,  and  reaping 
hooks,  spades  and  shovels,  of  iron  or  steel,  thirty 
per  centum  ad  valorem ; 

On  screws  of  iron,  weighing  twenty-five  pounds 
or  upwards,  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem ; 

On  screws  ot  iron,  for  wood,  called  wood 
screws,  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  ; 

On  vessels  of  cast  iron,  not  otherwise  specified, 
one  and  a  half  cents  per  pound ; 

On  all  other  castings  of  iron,  not  specified,  one 
cent  per  pound ; 

On  all  vessels  of  copper,  thirty-five  per  centum 
ad  valorem : 

On  quills,  prepared  or  manufactured,  twenty- 
five  per  centum  ad  valorem : 

On  slates  and  tiles,  for  building,  twenty-five  per 
cenL  ad  valorem ; 

On  black  lead  pencils,  forty  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem; 
.  On  tallow  candles,  five  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  spermaceti  candles,  eight  cents  per  pound  ; 

Oa  soap,  four  cents  per  pound ; 

On  lard,  three  cents  per  pound ; 

On  wheat,  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel ; 

On  oats,  ten  cents  per  bushel ; 

On  wheat  flour,  fifty  cents  per  hundredweight; 

On  potatoei,  ten  cents  per  bushel ; 

On  coal,  six  cents  per  neaped  bushel ; 

On  corks,  twelve  cents  per  pound ; 


Go  prunelle  and  other  shoes  or  slippers,  of  stnf 
or  nankeen,  twenty-five  cents  per  pair ; 

On  laced  boots  or  bootees,  one  dollar  fiftf  enb 
per  pair; 

On  linseed',  rape  seed,  and  hemp  seed  oil,  tveDtj- 
five  cents  per  gallon ; 

On  castor  ou,  forty  cents  per  gallon ; 

On  ale,  beer,  and  porter,  imported  in  bodies, 
twenty  cents  per  gallon ;  imported  otherviaika 
in  bottles,  fifteen  cents  per  gallon ; 

On  beef  and  pork,  two  cents  per  poaod ; 

On  hams,  and  other  bacon,  tare*  eeus  ys 
pound; 

On  batter,  five  cents  per  poand  ; 

On  vinegar,  eight  cents  per  salioB; 

On  alum,  two  dollars  and  nicy  ecsts  per  hos- 
dred  weight ; 

On  refined  saltpetre,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  blue  or  Roman  vitriol,  four  ceotsperpotud; 

On  oil  of  vitriol,  three  cents  per  pound ; 

On  Glauber  salts,  two  cents  per  pound; 

On  Epsom  salts,  four  cents  per  pound; 

On  camphor,  crude,  eight  cents  per  pound; 

On  camphor,  refined,  twelve  cents  per  pound; 

On  copperas,  two  dollars  per  buodred  weight; 

On  Cayenne  pepper,  fifteen  cents  per  pound; 

On  ginger,  two  cents  per  pound ; 

On  chocolate,  four  cents  per  pound; 

On  currants  and  figs^  three  cents  per  poasd; 

On  plums,  prunes,  Muscatel  raisins,  andiaisii» 
in  iars  and  boxes,  four  cents  per  pound ; 

On  all  other  raisins,  three  cent»  per  pound; 

On  window  glass,  not  above  eightincbelif  (a 
inches  in  size,  three  dollars  per  huodrai  square 
feet ;  not  above  ten  inches  by  twelve  ibcIks  ia 
size,  three  dollars  and  fifty  ceots  per  huditd 
square  feet ;  and  if  above  ten  inches  by  tvelve 
inches  in  size,  four  dollars  per  hundred  squR 
feet:  Provided^  That  all  window  giau, isported 
it  plates,  uhcut,  shall  be  chargeable  witb  the 
Ikignest  rate  of  duties  hereby  iqaposed; 

On  black  glass  bottles,  not  exceeding  tiiecapi- 
city  of  one  quart,*  two  dollars  per  groce;  on  bot- 
tles exceeding  one  <^uart,  and  not  more  ihm  ivo 
quarts,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per ^roce^orer 
two  quarts,  and  not  exceeding  one  gtlfoO)  ^^ 
dollars  per  groce ; 

On  demijohns,  twenty-five  cents  csch; 

On  apothecaries'  vials,  of  the  cipsciiyof  looi 
ounces,  and  less,  one  dollar  per  groce;  on  tbe 
same,  above  four  ounces,  and  not  exeeeding  eigu 
ounces,  ^one    dollar  and   twentjr-fire  cents  p^ 

On  all  wares  of  cut  glass,  not  specified,  m 
cents  per  pound,  and,  in  addition  thereto,  an  it 
valorem  duty  of  thirty  per  centum ; 

On  all  olhe^  articles  of  glass,  two  cents  ps 
pound)  and,  in  addition  thereto,  an  ad  mtm 
diHy  of  twenty  per  centum ; 

On  all  books,  which  the  importer  shall  mstei: 
satisfactorily  appear  to  the  collector  of  the  port  ^ 
which  the  same  shall  be  entered,  ^re  prioij 
previous  to  the  year  one  thousand  seven  huMff 
and  seventy-five ;  and  also  on  all  books  printed s 
other  languages  4han  English,  four  cents  ptf^^x* 
ume,  except  books  printed  in  Latin  or  Greei;* 
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ill  books  printed  in  Latin  or  Greek,  when  bound, 
ifteen  cents  per  j)ound  ;  when  not  bound,  thirteen 
sents  per  pound ; 

On  all  other  books,  when  bound,  thirty  cents 
per  pound  ;  when  in  sheets  or  boards,  twenty-six 
:ents  per  pound ; 

On  folio  and  quarto  post  paper,  of  all  kinds, 
weDty  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  foolscap  and  all  drawing  and  writrng  pap^r, 
eirenteen  cents  per  pound; 

On  printing,  copperplate,  and  stationers*  paper, 
en  cents  per  pound; 

On  sheathing  paper,  binders',  and  box-boards, 
ind  wrapping  paper,  of  all  kinds,  three  cents  per 
K)und ; 

On  all  other  paper,  a  duty  of  fifteen  cents  per 
)Ound  ; 

A  duty  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  ad  val- 
trem  on  all  articles,  not  herein  specified,  and  now 
>ayiog  a  duty  of  seven  and  a  half  per  ceptnm  ad 
'alorem,  with  the  exception  of  patent  adhesive 
elt,  fur  covering  ships'  bottoms,  which  shall  be 
dmitted  free  of  duty  until  June  thirtieth,  one 
bousan  d  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six. 

Sec.  2.  And  le  it  farther  enacted^  That  an  addi- 
ion  of  ten  per  centum  shall  be  made  to  the  sev- 
ral  rates  oi  duties  hereby  imposed  upon  the  se ve- 
al articles  aforesaid,  which,  after  the  said  respec- 
ive  times  for  the  commencement  of  the  duties 
lereby  imposed,  shall  be  imported  in  shim  or  ves- 
els,  not  of  the  United  States :' JPro9u2«i,  That 
his  addition  shall  not  be  applied  to  articles  im- 
ported in  ships  or  vessels,  not  of  the  United  States, 
n titled  by  treaty,  or  by  any  act  of  Congress,  to 
»e  admitted  on  payment  of  the  same  duties  that 
re  paid  on  like  articles  imported  in  ships  or  ves- 
els  of  the  United  Stales. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  there 
hall  be  allowed  a  drawback  of  the  duties  by  this 
,ct  imposed  upon  the  exportation  of  any  articles 
hat  shall  have  paid  the  same,  within  (he  time, 
.nd  in  the  manner,  and  subje<5t  to  the  provisions 
nd  restrictions,  prescribed  in  the  fourth  section 
•f  this  act,  entitled  an  "Act  to  regulate  the  duties 
m  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  the  twenty-sev- 
nth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  iiundred 
nd  sixteen4 

Sec.  4.  Andbe it fktrthsr  enacted,  That  the  drawback 
llo  wed  by  law  on  nlain  silk  cloths,  shall  be  allowed, 
ilthou^h  the  said  cloths,  before  the  exportation 
hereof,  shall  have  been  colored,  printed,  stained, 
yed,  stamped,  or  painted,  in  the  United  States. 
)ut^  whenever  any  such  cloths,  so  imported,  shall 
e  mtended  to  be  so  colored,  printed,  stained, 
yed,  stamped,  or  painted,  and  afterwards  to  be 
xported  from  the  United  States,  with  privilege 
ff  drawback.'  each  package  thereof  shall,  before 
he  same  shall  be  delivered  from  the  public  stores, 
le  opened  and  examined  by  an  inspector  of  tKe 
ustoms,  and  the  contents  thereof  measured  or 
veighed,  and  the  quality  thereof  ascertained,  and 
,  sample  of  each  piece  thereof  reserved  at  the  cus- 
om 'house;  and  a  particular  account  or  registry 
tf  such  examination,  describing  the  numl^r  of 
tieces  in  each  package,  their  weight  or  measure, 
nd  the  samples  thereof  reserved,  shall  be  entered 


in  the  books  of  the  custom-house;  and,  after  such 
examination,  said  goods  shall  be  repacked  in  the 
original  package,  and  the  said  original  package 
shall  be  marked  with  the  custom-house  mark. 
And,  whenever  any  such  goods,  being  thus  col- 
ored, printed,  stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or  painted, 
shall  be  entered  at  the  custom-house  for  exporta- 
tion and  drawback,  the  same  shall  be  so  entered 
in  the  original  package,  marked  as  aforesaid,  and 
not  otherwise,  unless  the  person,  so  entering  the 
same,  shall  give  sati^actory  evidence  to  the  col- 
lector or  naval -officer,  or  one  of  them,  that  such 
original  package  has  been  lost  or  destroyed  by 
ac(iident ;  and  no  such  application  for  drawback 
shall  be  made,  except  on  the  contents  of  entire 
packages;  and,  upon  application  for  such  entry 
and  drawback,  the  contents  of  the  packages  so 
offered,  shall  be  examined  by  an  inspector  of  the 
customs,  and  measured  or  weighed,  and  (Compared 
with  the  original  entry,  registry,  and  samples: 
and  if.  upon  such  comparison  and  full  examina- 
tion, tne  collector  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  con- 
tents of  each  package  are  the  same  identical  goods 
imported  and  registered  as  aforesaid,  and  not 
changed  or  altered  except  by  being  colored,  print- 
ed, stained,  dyed,  stamped, or  painted,  as  aforesaid, 
then  the  person,  so  entering  such  goods,  shall  be 
admitted  to  the  oath  prescribed  by  law,  to  be  used 
in  cases  of  application  for  exportation  of  goods  for 
the  benefit  of  drawback,  and  shall,  thereupon,  be 
entitled  to  drawback,  as  in  other  eases :  Prwided, 
That  the  exporter  shall,  in  every  other  particular, 
comply  with  the  regulations  and  formalities  here- 
tofore established  for  entries  of  goods  for  exporta- 
tion, with  the  benefit  of  drawback.  And  if  any 
person  shall  present,  for  exportation  and  drawback, 
any  colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or 
pamted  silk,  or  nankeen  cloths,  knowing  the  same 
not  entitled  to  drawback,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  or  shall  wilfully  misrepresent  nr 
conceal  the  contents  or  quality  of  any  package  as 
aforesaid,  the  said  goods,  so  presented  or  entered 
for  drawback,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  may  be  seized 
by  the  collector,  and  proceeded  with,  and  the -for- 
feiture distributed,  as  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  fktrther  enacted,  That  the  exist- 
ing laws  shall  extend  to,  find  be  in  force  for,  the 
collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  for  the 
prosecution  and  punishment  of  all  offences,  and 
for  the  recovery,  collection,  distribution,  and  re- 
mission, of  ail  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  as 
fully  and  effectually  as  if  every  regulatioo,  penalty, 
forfeiture,  provision,  clanse,  matter,  and  thing,  to 
that  effect,  in  the  existing  laws  contained,  had 
been  inserted  in,  and  re-enacted  by,  this  act. 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  ftirther  enacted,  That  the  pro» 
visions  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Con- 
^resM,  entitled  ''An  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,"  approved  April  twenty- 
seventh,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen, 
shall  extend  and  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  schools 
and  colleges  within  the  United  States,  or  the  ter- 
ritories thereof^  in  the  same  manner,  and  under 
the  like  limitatioDs  and  restrictions,  as  is  provided 
in  said  act,  with  respect  to  seminaries  of  learning. 

Approved,  May  22,  1884. 
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An  Act.  to  improTe  th«  D*vig«tioa  of  tho  Ohio  and 

MiasUfippi  Rivera. 
Be  U  enacted^  fe.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
cause  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river  to  be  im- 
proved, over  the  following  sand  bars,  or  either  of 
them,  at  his  discretion,  to  wit:  the  sand  bar  which 
crosses  said  river,  one  mile  and  a  quarter  below 
Flint  Island;  the  sand  bar  two  miles  above  French 
Island;  the  bar  just  below  Henderson;  the  bar 
below  Straight  island;  the  bar  below  Willow 
Island,  in  the  Mississippi  bend ;  and  the  bar  op- 

Ksite  to  lower  Smitbfand,  below  Cumberland 
and ;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and 
directing  the  best  method  of  carrying  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act  into  effect,  he  may  employ  any  of 
the  engineers  in  the  public  service  which  he  may 
deem  proper:  Proviaedy  nevertheless^  That  two  ex- 
periments shall  first  be  made  upon  two  of  the  said 
itars,  and  if  in  his  judgment  they  shall  be  success- 
ful, then,  and  iM>t  otherwise,  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  cause  improvements  to  be  made  upon  the 
remaining  bars. 

S£c.  2.  And  be  it  fwrther  enctded^  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri  to 
New  Orleans,^  and  of  the  Ohio  river,  from  Pitts- 
burg to  its  junction  with  the  Mississippi,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  author- 
iced  to  take  prompt  and  effectual  measures  for  the 
removal  of  all  trees  which  may  be  fixed  in  the 
bed  of  said  river;  and,  for  this  purpose,  he  is  au- 
thorized to  procure  and  provide,  in  that  way 
which^  in  bis  discretion,  may  be  most  eligible,  the 
requisite  water  craft,  machinery,  implements,  and 
force,  to  raise  all  such  trees,  commonlv  called 
*'  planters,  sawyers,  or  snags,"  as  may  be  round  in 
the  current  of  said  rivers  at  the  lowest  stage  of 
water,  and  to  saw  or  cut  them  off,  as  near  ae 
practicable  to  the  bottom  of  the  stream;  and 
where  trees  are  found  upon  sand  bars,  upon  the 
points  of  islands,  or  near  the  bank  of  the  river, 
which  may,  at  the  lowest  stage  of  the  water,  en- 
danger the  safety  of  navigating  said  river,  they 
shall,  in  like  manner,  be  cut,  removed,  or  sawed 
off:  and  all  roots  or  limbs,  belonging  to  those 
parts  of  said  trees  which  are  fastened  in  the  earth, 
shall  be  carefully  cut  away. 

Si»  3.  And  he  it  fwiker  enacted^  That^  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  the  sum  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars 
be,  and  is  hereby,  appropriated.  And  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to 
draw,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  Treasury,  for 
such  parts,  or  at  any  one  time  for  the  whole,  of 
said  sum,  a^  he  shall  judge  the  service  requires ; 
which  said  sum  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it /UrUier  enacted^  That  the  Presi- 
dent be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause  to  be 
laid  before  Congress,  as  soon  as  convenience  will 
permit,  after  the  commencement  of  each  session,  a 
statement  of  the  proceedings  under  this  act,  that 
Congress  may  be  enabled  to  adopt  such  further 
measures  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  necessary, 
under  existing  circumstances.  [Ap.  May  24, 1824,] 


An  Act  to  enable  the  Prendent  to  hold  treaties  mik 
certain  Indian  tribes,  and  for  other  pnrpoeeL 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  sum  of  ten  tbomad 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  making  treaties  of  mde 
and  friendship  with  the  Indian  tribes  facmd  the 
Missii^sippi ;  and  that  the  said  sum  shall  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  hithe 
purpose  of  n^otiating  said  treaties,  on  the  pnt  of 
the  United  States,  the  President  shall  be,  anik 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  appoint  saitabie  peneas 
for  commissioners,  and  to  fix  their  coapensatiot 
so  as  not  to  exceed  what  has  been  heretofoR 
allowed  for  like  services. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  ap- 
point two  sub-agentSy  to  be  employed  among  the 
Indian  tribes,  on  the  waters  of  the  Upper  Mis- 
souri, whose  annual  salary  shall  be  eight  buadrix 
dollars  each,  to  be  paid  out  of  mnj  money  in  tbe 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  aha£ 
be  the  duly  of  Indian  agents  to  designate,  fron 
tinae  to  time,  certain  convenient  and  soitabk 
places  for  carrying  on  trade  with  the  difierect  h- 
dian  tribes,  and  to  require  all  traders  to  trade  at 
the  places  thus  designated,  and  at  no  c^kerpttce 
or  places. 

Sec.  5.  And'be  it  further  enacUA^  That  the  So- 
perintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  at  St.  Loots,  and 
his  successors  in  office,  shall  poasess  all  tic  powers^ 
and  be  subject  to  all  tl^e  dntiesof  Govemonof 
Territories,  when  exercising  the  office  oC  Svpenft< 
tendenis  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  ahaii  exercise  a 
general  supervision  of  the  official  eoodoct  sad 
accounts  ol  Indian  Agents,  within  his  flipcriateB' 
dency. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  fisrther  enacted,  That  the  saa 
6f  ten  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  berefaf , 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mooey  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  approprttted,  to  eoahk 
the  President  of  the  UnitM  Spates  to  /broxsii  a 
competent  military  escort  to  the  CommissioBers 
authorized  to  be  appointed  by  this  ae^  il^  in  bis 
opinion,  the  same  shall  be  necessary. 

Approved,  May  25, 1834. 


An  Act  to  aathoriie  the  creation  of  a  alodL  u  la 
amount  not  exceeding  &we  milliona  of  doUan,  m 
provide  for  the  awards  of  the  Commieaioneii  uaitr 
the  Treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  tweDtj-eccoa^  b^ 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hondrcd  and  sist- 
teen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  for  the  porpoae  of  |l^ 
viding  funds  to  discharffe  the  awards  of  the  Con- 
tnissioners  under  the  Treaty  with  Spain,  of  tW 
twenty-second  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  os- 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineter. 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  bwetA 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Presiiio^ 
of  the  United  Slates,  to  cause  to  be  issoed  aai 
sold  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  oiiMr 
at  a  sum  not  less  than  the  par  Yaloe  thereof,  eer- 
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tificates  of  stock  of  the  United  States,  to  any 
amount  not  exceeding  the  sanx  of  five  millions  of 
dollars,  and  bearing  an  interest  of  not  exceeding 
four  and  one-half  per  centum  per  annum  from  the 
period  of  the  sale  thereof;  which  stock,  so  created, 
shall  be  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United 
States,  at  any  time  after  the  first  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two.  Andj  upon  the  sale  of  such  stock,  in  man- 
ler  aforesaid,  credit'  or  credits  to  the  proprietors 
hereof  ahall  thereupon  be  entered  and  given  on 
:he  books  of  the  Treasury,  in  like  manner  as  for 
:he  present  funded  debt;  which  said  credits  or 
uock  shall  thereafter  be  transferrable  as  other 
public  stock  of  the  United  States. 

Sfic.  2.  AndUUfwrihermiacUd^  That  the  moneys 
pirhich  may  be  received  from  the  issuing  and  sale 
}f  the  aforesaid  certificates  of  stock,  shall,  and  the 
(ame  are  hereby  directed  to,  be  applied  to  the 
3ayment  and  discharge  of  the  awards  of  the  Com- 
missioners under  the  Treaty  with  Spain,  of  the 
:wenty-second  day  of  Februarv,  in  the  year  eigb- 
een  hundred  and  nineteen :  Provided,  alto.  That, 
n  all  cases  where  the  person  or  persons,  in  whose 
lame,  or  for  whose  benefit  and  mterest  the  afore- 
aid  awards  shall  be  made,  shall  be  in  debt  and 
n  arrears  to  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of 
he  Treasury  shall  retain  the  same  out  of  tfaie 
imount  of  tne  aforesaid  awards,  in  the  first  in- 
tance,  and  a  warrant  or  certificate,  as  the  case 
nay  be,  shall  only  issue  for  the  balance. 

Sec.  3.  Aiid  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  a  sum, 
•qual  to  what  will  be  necessary  to  pay  the  interest 
vhich  may  accrue  on  the  said  stock,  to  the  end  ot 
he  present  year  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ap- 
propriated for  that  purpose,  to  be -paid  out  of  any 
Qoneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  utnerwise  jippro- 
iriated. 

Approved,  May  24,  1824. 

kn  Act  proTiding  for  a  grant  9f  land  for  the  Seat  of 
Govern ment  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  for  other 
parposet. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  there  shall  be,  and  hereby 
{,  granted  to  the  Territory  of  Florida,  one  entire 
uarter  section  of  land,  or  fractional  section,  not 
xceeding  in  quantity  one  quarter  section,  for  the 
kat  of  Government  in  that  Territory,  to  be 
seated  previousdy  to  the  sale  of  the  adjacent  lands, 
nder  the  authority  of  the  Governor  thereof!  at 
[le  point  selected  for  the  permanent  Seat  of  Gov- 
rnraent  for  said  Territory. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  Qov- 
rnor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory 
foresaid,  or  a  majority  thereof,  be,  and  they  are 
ereby,  authorized  to  adoj^t  such  measures  as  to 
lem  may  seem  expedient  tor  the  sale  of  said  tract 
f  land,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of 
lising  a  fund  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings 
t  said  Seat  of  Government. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  U  farther  enacted,  That  there  shall 
e,  and  hereby  are,  reserved  from  sale,  three  entire 
uarter  sections  of  lands  of  the  United  States, 
^ing  contiguous  to,  and  adjoining,  the  quarter 
3Ction  granted  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  to 
e  located  by  the  Governor  of  said  Territory. 


Sbc.  4.  And  he  it  fMher  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-three,  entitled  "An  act  amending 
and  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to 

{>rovide  for  the  survey  and  disposal  of  the  public 
ands  in  Floridaf'"  as  prevents  the  appointment  of 
a  surveyor  for  Florida,  until  the  Commissioners 
shall  have  decided  and  reported  on  the  private 
claims  in  said  Territory  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed ;  and  the  Eastern  and  Western  land  dis- 
tricts in  said  Territory  shall  be  divided  and  sepa- 
rated by  the  Suwaney  river,  and  not  by  the 
ancient  line  of  division  between  the  provinces  of 
East  and  West  Florida,  as  prescribed  by  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act  aforesaid. 
Approred,  May  24, 1834. 


An  Act  concerning  Invalid  Pensions. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  place  the  follow- 
ing named  persons  on  the  list  of  invalid  pension- 
ers of  the  United  States,  who  shall  be  entitled  to 
and  receive  pensions  according  to  the  rates  and 
commencing. at  the  times  hereinafter  aentioned — 
that  is  to  say : 

Andrew  Gorril,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month ;  to  commence  on  the  third  day  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousaiul  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one. 

James  Wilson,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month ;  to  commence  the  first  day  of  January,  one 
thpusand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three. 

William  Parker,  Rock,  and  Thomas,  three  Sen- 
eca Indians,  residing  at  Buffalo,  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per  month, 
each ;  to  oommence  the  first  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  twenty-three. 

Approved,  May  19, 1824. 

An  Act  snpplenentary  to  the -several  aots  providing 
lor  aseertaining  and  adjoaliag  the  titles  and  daioM 
to  land  in  tho  St.  Heloaa  and  Jackson  Coarthottse 
Land  Districts. 

« 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,,  T  hat  claimants  of  lands  within 
the  limits  of  the  land  district  of  St.  Helena,  as 
established  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  entitled 
^An  aet  for  ascertaining  the  titles  aiid  claims  to  lands 
in  that  part  of  Louisiana  which  lies  east  of  the  riv- 
er Mississippi  and  island  of  New  Orleans,"  whose 
claims  have  been  presented  to  the  commissioner 
appointed  to  receive  and  examine  claims  and  titles 
to  lands  in  said  district,  or  to  the  register  and. re- 
ceiver, acting  as  commissioners,  under  the  provis- 
ions of  the  act  of  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  entitled  "An  act  for 
a^usting  the  claims  to  lands  and  establishing 
land  oflaces  in  the  districts  east  of  the  island  of 
New  Orleans,  and  which  have  not  been  reported 
to  Congress,  or  whose  claims  have  not  been  here- 
tofore presented  to  the  said  commissioner,  or  to 
the  register  and  receiver  acting  as  commissioners, 
be  allowed  until  the  first  day  of  January  next  tu 
present  their  titles  and  claims,  and  the  evidence 
m  support  of  the  same,  to  the  register  and  receiver 
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of  the  Raid  district,  whose  powers  and  duties  in 
relation  to  the  same  shall  in  all  respects  be  gov- 
erned by  the  provisions  of  the  acts  before  recited, 
and  of  the  act  of  the  eighth  of  Ma/,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  entitled  ^'An  act 
supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  adJQsttog  the 
claims  to  land  and  establishing  land  omces  in  the 
districts  east  bf  the  island  of  New  Orleans.'^ 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  ^nacted^  That  the  said 
register  and  receiver  shall  have  power  to  ap* 
point  a  clerk,  who  shall  be  a  person  capable  of 
translating  the  French  and  Spanish  languages, 
and  who  shall  perform  the  duty  of  translator,  and 
such  other  duty  as  may  be  required  by  said  regis- 
ter and  receiver  >  and  the  said  register  and  re- 
ceiver shall  each  be  allowed,  as  a  compensation 
for  their  services,  in  relation  to  the  said  claims, 
and  for  the  services  to  be  performed  under  the 
provisions  of  the  several  acts  to  which  this  is  a  sup- 
plement, at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  dollars  a  year ; 
and  the  clerk  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  a  year;  and  the  clerk  employed  by 
the  said  register  and  receiver,  last  year,  shall  faie 
allowed,  for  the  services  then  rendered  by  him, 
nine  months'  salary,  at  the  same  rate;  which 
aeveral  sams  of  money  shall  be.  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated :  Provided,  That  no  more  than  two  years' 
compensation  be  thus  allowed  to  either  the  register 
and  receiver,  or  their  clerk ;  and  the  payment  of 
the  whole,  or  any  portion  of  the  aforesaid  com- 
pensation, may  be  withheld  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  until  a  report  shall  have  been  made 
to  him,  of  the  performance  of  the  services  for 
which  the  satne  is  allowed. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  fttrther  enacted.  That  the  clerk 
employed  by  the  register  and  receiver  of  public 
moneys  at  St.  Helena  Courthouse,  be  allowed  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  services  per- 
formed by  him,  as  clerk  to  the  said  register  and  re- 
ceiver of  public  moneys  during  the  year  on^  thon- 
aand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  and  one  thou- 
aatid  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  macted,  That  all  dona- 
tion clainu  which  may  be  presented  to  the  said 
register  and  receiver,  under  this  act,  and  all  claims 
founded  on  complete  or  incomplete  titles,  which 
may  be  so  presented,  not  heretofore  surveyed, 
shall  be  surveyed  at  the  expense  of  the  claimants. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  il  further  enacted,  That  the  prin- 
cipal deputy  surveyor  of  the  United  States  for  St. 
Helena  district,  shall  reside  at  such  place,  in  the 
said  district,  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


lands,"  approved  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  Mif, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twcDiy-Jinr, of 
which  this  act  is  explanatory,  be  extended  to  time 
persons  who  have  obtained  certificti«s  of  furthn 
credit,  for  any  half  quarter  section,  or  for  ujfnc- 
tional  section  of  land,  under  the  proTisiouoruy 
of  the  several  laws  for  the  relief  of  parehascn  of 
public  lands,  referred  to  in  the  said  aet,o(vkieli 
this  is  explanatory. 

Sec  2.  AndbeUfwtihereMuiei,  ThatiUida- 
quishments  of  land,  which  shall  beexeeatedak 
the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  the  ei^bimik 
day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hondred  ud 
twenty^four,  or  under  th^  provisions  of  this  u, 
shall  be  filed  with  the  register  of  the  lud  ol&n 
at  which  the  land  was  purchased ;  any  tkisf 
in  the  said  act  of  the  eighteenth  of  May,  oft 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  tweDty*foar,ofvbi(a 
this  is  explanatory,  to  thecontrary  Dotwithstasdug, 

Approved,  May  26^  1824. 


An  Act  explanatory  of  an  act,  entitlad  '*An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  extiaguifthmeot  of  the  debt  due  to  the 
United  States  by  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands, 
approved  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  May,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty -four.'' 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  benefits  and  privi- 
leges of  the  act  of^  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  doe  to 
the  United  Slates,  by  the  purchasers  of  public 


An  Act  changing  the  mode  of  rartejios  thcptbb 
lands  on  any  river,  lake,  bayou,  or  wtter  eoane. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^.,  That  whenever,  in  the  opii- 
ion  of  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes,ade 
parture  from  the  ordinary  mode  of  sarreyloglai^ 
on  any  river,  lake,  bayou,  or  water  course,  vodd 
promote' the  public  interest,  he  may  direct  tbcSor- 
veyor  General,  in  whose  district  such  iaad  is afti- 
ated,  and  where  the  change  is  intended  to  be  made, 
under  such,  rules  and  regulations  as  tbePffsdat 
may  prescribe,  to  cause  the  lands  thus  siniited,  to 
be  surveyed  in  tracts  of  two  acres  in  widi^froot* 
ing  on  any  river,  bayou,  lake,  or  waiecMut, 
and  running  back  the  depth  of  forty  acRs:vbicli 
tracts  of  land,  so  surveyed,  shall  be  offered  {unk 
entire,  instead  of  in  half  quarter  sec(iooi,aDd  a 
the  usual  manner,  and  on  tbesaoie  tenv^isiu 
respects,  as  the  other  public  lands  of  the  Duud 
Stat^ 

Approved,  May  24, 1824. 


An  Act  to  an»end  an  act,  entitled  -AaJCtto-y"^ 
an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  Tantini{  w- 
emment  in  Florida,  and  for  other  pnp«^ 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  judicial  ppw«  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida  shall  be  vested  la  m 
superior  courts,  and  in  such  inferiot  courts  taj 
justices  of  the  peace  as  the  Legishitive Counctl « 
the  Territory  may,  from  time  to  time,  esiawin. 
There  shall  be  a  superior  court  for  that  pwici 
the  Territory  situated  to  the  west  of  if'*  Api* 
chicola,  to  consist  of  one  judge }  he  sha  I  hoW»^ 
court  oa  the  first  Mondays  in  May  and  .>o«» 
her,  in  each  and  every  year,  at  Pensacola.  anu 
such  other  times  and  places  as  the  LegisliUK 
Council  may  direct.  There  shsll  be  a  soperff 
court  for  that  part  of  the  Territory,  situated  » 
tween  the  Apalachicola  and  Suwannee  ni« 
to  consist  of  one  judge;  he  shall  bold  his  ««; 
on  the  first  Mondays  of  April  and  October- 
each  and  every  year,  at  the  seat  of  gowaiP* 
in  said  Territory,  and  at  such  other  ume «» 
places  as  the  Legislalifc  Conncil  maj  duto^ 
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There  shall  be  a  sapertor  court  for  that  part  of 
he  Territory  situated  to  the  east  and  south  of 
he  Suwaonee  river,  to  conMst  of  oue  judge ;  he 
(hall  hold  court  oo  the  first  Monday  in  May 
ind  November,  in  each  and  every  year,  at  St. 
iugustine,  and  at  such  other  times  and  places 
a  the  Legislative  Council  shall  direct.  Within 
ts  limits,  herein  described,  each  court  shall  have 
urisdictton  in  all  criminal  cases,  and  exclusive 
urisdiction  in  all  canital  offences,  and  original 
urtsdfetion  in  all  civil  cases  of  the  value  ot  one 
undred  dollars,  arising  under  the  laws  of  the 
TerTLtory  now  in  force,  or  which  may,  at  any 
ime  hereafter,  be  enacted  by  the  Legislative 
ZIouncil,  and  shall  have  and  exercise  appellate 
urisdiction  over  the  inferior  courts  of  said  Ter- 
itory.  Each  judge  shall  appoint  a  clerk,  who 
(hall  reside,  respectively,  at  the  place  where  his 
laid  court  is,  or  may,  by  law,  be,  directed  to*  be 
leld,  and  they  sliali  iceep  the  records  there.  Each 
ilerk  shall  receive  for  his  services,  in  all  cases 
irising  under  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  such  fees 
IS  shall  be  established  by  the  Lep^islative  Council. 
\nd  writs  of  e^ror  and  appeal  from  the  final  de- 
Hsion  of  the  said  superior  courts,  authorized  by 
his  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  made  to  the  ap* 
>ellate  cotirt  of  said  Territory,  hereinafter  pro- 
rided  for,  in  such  manner,  and  under  such  regu- 
ations,  as  the  Legislative  Council  may  direct ; 
ind,  until  the  Legislative  Council  shall  have  made 
iuch  regulations,  writaof  error  and  appeal  from 
he  decision  of  the  said  superior  courts  shall  be 
nade  to  the  appellate  court  of  the  Territory,  in  the 
«me  manner  that  writs  of  error  and  appeals  are 
aken  and  prosecuted  in  the  next  adjoining  State. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furihtr  enacted,  That  each 
>f  the  said  superior  courts  shall,  moreover,  hav« 
md  exercise  the  same  jurisdiction  within  its  lim- 
ts,  in  all  cases  arising  under  the  laws  and  Con- 
ititutioo  of  the  United  States,  which,  by  an  act 
o  establish  ihe  judicial  courts  of  the  United 
States,  approved  the  twenty-fourth'  day  of  Sep- 
ember,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
line,  and  ^An  act  in  addition  to  the  act, entitled 
An  act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States,"  approved  the  second  of  March,  one 
housand  Kven  hundred  and  nineCy-threej  was 
rested  in  the  court  of  Kentucky  district.  The 
irst  six  days  of  each  term  of  the  Fa  id  courts, 
)r  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  shall 
)e  appropriated  to  the  trial  of  causes  arising 
inder  the  laws  and  ConstiUrtion  of  the  United 
States.  And  writs  of  error  and  appeal  from  the 
iecisioDs  in  the  said  superior  courts,  authorized 
)y  this  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  made  to  the 
ippellate  court  of  said  Territory,  in  such  manner, 
ind  under  such  regulations,  as  the'  Legislative 
Council  shall  direct.  The  clerks,  respectively, 
shall  keep  the  records  at  the  places  where  tne 
courts  are  held,  and  no  one  clerk  shall,  by  himself 
Dr  deputy,,  officiate  at  more  than  one  place  for 
holding  said  courts;  they  shall  receive,  in  all 
cases  under  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  the  same  fees  which  the  clerks  of 
the  district  court  of  the  next  adjoining  State 
ceive  for  similar  services. 
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Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  appointed,  for  each  of  the  said  courts,  a 
person,  learned  in  ihe  law,  to  act  as  attorneys  of 
the  United  States,  as  well  as  for  the  Territory, 
each  of  Whom  shall  receive  the  same  fees,  both  in 
civil  and  criminal  cases^  as  are  received  by  the 
district  attorney  of  the  United  States,  of  the  next 
adjoining  State,  for  similar  services ;  and  shall, 
moreover,  receive,  as  a  full  compensation  for  extra 
services,  annually,  the  same  salary  as  is  provided, 
by  law,  for  the  district  attorney  of  the  district  of 
Kentucky,  to  be  paid,  quarterly,  bv  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States.  There  shall,  also,  be 
appointed,  for  each  of  the  said  counts,  a  marshal, 
who  shall  perform  the  same  duties,  be  subject  to 
the  same  regulation^  and  penalties,  and  be  enti- 
tled to  the  same  fees,  to  which  marshals,  in  other 
districts,  are  entitled  for  similar  services;  and 
shall,  in  addition,  be  paid  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
dollars,  annually,  as  a  compensation  for  extra  ser- 
vices; and  shall,  also,  be  subject  to  such  regula- 
tions and  penalties  as  the  Legislative  Council 
shall  impose,  while  acting  igider,  and  in  # virtue 
o/*,  the  Territorial  laws.  Each  judge  shall  re- 
ceive a  salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num, to  be  paid,  quarterly,  by  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaeted,  That  there 
shall  be  organized  in  said  Territory  a  court  of  ap- 
peals, to  be  composed  of  the  judges  of  the  supe- 
rior courts  of  the  said  Territory,  any  two  of  whom 
shall  be  a  quorum,  and  shall  hold  annually,  at  the 
seat  of  Government  of  said  Territory,  one  session, 
commencing  on  the  first  Moi^ay  in  January,  in 
each  and  every  year.  The  senior  judge  shall  be 
the  presiding  judge  oC  said  court,  and  the  other 
judges  shall  have  precedence  according  to  the  date 
of  their  com m fissions,  or,  where  their  commissfons 
are  of  the  same  date,  according  to  their  respective 
ages.  That  the  said;  court  may,  by  any  one  of  its 
judges  being  present,  be  adjourned  from  day  to 
day,  until  a  quorum  be  convened  ;  ^nd,  if  no  one 
of  its  judges  be  present,  by  the  marshal  of  said 
court,  until  a  quorum  be  convened;  and  the  dis- 
trict attorney,  marshal,  and  clerk,  of  the  superior 
court  of  the  middle  district  shall  be  officers  of  the 
said  court  of  appeals ;  and  writs  of  error  and  ap- 
peal from  the  decision  of  the  said  court  shall  be 
made  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  regula- 
tions, as  from  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States,  where  the  amount  in  controversy,  to  be 
ascertained  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  either 
party,  shall  exceed  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  act,  of  which  this  is  an  amendment,  as  re- 
quires the  Legislative  Council  of  said  Territory 
to  commence  its  sessions  on  the  first  Monday  in 
May,  in  each  and  every  year,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed  ;  and  the  said  Legislative  Coun- 
cil shall  hereafter  hold  a  session  in  every  year, 
commencing  on  the  second  Monday  in  November; 
in  each  and  every  year,  but  shall  not  contintie 
lon^r  in  session  than  four  weeks  after  the  first 
session^  which  shall  not  continue  longer  in  session 
than  eight  weeks ;  to  be  held  at  the  seat  of  GiTV- 
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ernment  in  said  Territory,  or  at  such  other  place 
or  places  as  the  Qovernor  and  Council  may  from 
time  to  time  direct. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  so  much 
of  the  act,  of  which  this  is  au  amendment,  as  re- 
quires that  the  Gorernor  of  Florida  shall  not 
leave  the  Territory  withoat  the  permission  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  to  authorise  muters  of  vetsels  in  certain 
cases  to  xXtmi  out  either  at  the  Gustom-House  of 
Petersburg  or  that  of  Richmond. 

Be  it  enaotedy  ^e.,  That  any^ship  or  vessel,  owned 
by.  or  consigned  to,  any  person  or  persons  in  the 
coileclioo  district  of  Richmond,  and  which  shall 
be  loaded,  in  whole  or  in  part^  m  the  district  of 
Petersburg,  by  such  owner  or  owners,  consignee 
or  consignees,  may  be  cleared  out  by  the  Collector 
of  the  district  of  Richmond,  on  application  of  the 
owner,  consignee,  or  captain,  of  such  ship  or  ves- 
•el :  Providedj  That  the  entire  cargo  shall  be  bona 
fide  taken  or  shipped  from  the  district  of  Rich- 
mond; 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 

An  Act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  Gircnit  and 
Bistrict  Goarts  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
of  South  Garollna. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  instead  of  the  times  now 
established  by  law,  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  dis- 
trict of  South  Carolina  shall  annually  be  holden 
as  follows,  to  wit:  at  Charleston  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  April,  and  at  Columbia  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  November. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all  suits, 
actions,  writs,  processes,  and  other  proceedings, 
which  now  are  pending  in  said  Circuit  Court,  or 
which  now  are.  or  may  hereafter  be,  commenced 
for,  or  returnable  to,  the  said  Circuit  Court,  at  the 
times  and  places  heretofore  esierbiished,  shall  be 
returnable  to,  heard,  tried,  and  determined,  in  the 
said  Circuit  Court,  at  the  times  and  places  hereby 
respectively  established  for  the  holding  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  from 
and  after  (he  passing  of  this  act,  the  times  of 
holding  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States 
at  Laurens  Courthouse,  South  Carolina,  shall 
be  so  altered  that  the  said  Court  shall  hereafter 
convene  on  the  Tuesday  next  ensuing,  after  the 
adjournment  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
Stales  at  Columbia. 

Approved,  May  25,  1824. 

An  Act  authorizing  the  employment  of  additional 
clerks,  and  certain  messengen  and  aasittants,  and 
other  persona,  in  the  several  Departments. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
respective  Departments,  hereinafter  mentioned,  to 
employ  the  following  clerks,  in  addition  to  those 
authorised  by  existing  Jaws,  that  is  to  say : 

In  the  Treasury  Department,  one  derk,  wha^^e 
salary  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum ; 


In  the  office  of  the  Treasurer,  one  clerk,  whose 
salary  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  eight  hundred 
dollars,  and  one  assistant  to  the  chief  clerk,  wfaofe 
salary  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  foor  hoadrad 
dollars  per  annum  \ 

In  the  office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  one  dark, 
whose,  salary  shall  not  exceed  one  thoosaad  four 
hundred  dollars,  and  two  clerks,  whose  laluie^ 
respectively,  shall  not  exceed  one  tbooaad  oae 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

In  the  Navy  Department,  one  clerk,  whose  ■!• 
ary  shall  not  exceed  one  thousand  dollars ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Navy  Commis^ners^tkm 
clerks,  and  one  draughtsman,  whose  tsalanei,  re- 
spectively, shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  tkoa- 
sand  dollars  per  annum  ; 

In  the  ofi&ce  of  the  Postmaster  Geoeral,  foar 
clerks,  whose  salaries,  respectively,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum; 
and  two  clerks,  whose  salaries,  respectively,  shall 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars  per 
annum ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Commissary  General  of 
Subsistence,  two  clerks,  whose  salaries,  together, 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  ; 

In  the  Engineer  Department,  two  clerks,  whoae 
salaries,  together,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  peraa- 
num; 

In  the  office  of  the  Surgeon  General,  one  derk, 
whose  salary  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  oae  liioa- 
sand  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  aaaoai,' 

In  the  office  of  the  Commissary  Gca&al  of 
Purchases,  three  clerks,  whose  salaries  logctaet, 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  three  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  ^uusteeL,  That  it  sbill 
be  lawful  for  the  officers  of  the  Departments  to 
employ,,  in  their  respective  offices,  messengen,  as- 
sistants, and  other  persons,  as  follows,  thai  u  to 
say: 

In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  one  me»> 
seuger  and  assistant,  at  a  compensation  not  ex- 
ceeding one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum; 

In  the  Patent  Office,  one  macbini^  at  a  com- 
pensation  not  exceeding  seven  haadred  dollars, 
and  one  messenger,  at  a  compensation  not  exceed* 
ioff  four  hundred  dollars  per  annum; 

In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
one  messenger  and  assistant,  whose  compensatioa, 
together,  shall  not  exceed  one  thoussand  and  fifty 
dollars  per  annum ; 

In  the  office  of  the  First  Comptrollef,  one  mcs^ 
senger,  and  assistant,  at  a  compensation,  togetho^, 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  and  fifty  dolUrs  per 
annum ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  oae 
messenger,  at  a  compensation  not  exceeding  sevea 
hundred  dollars  per  annum  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  First  Auditor,  one  messes- 
ger,  at  a  compensation  not  exceeding  seven  haa- 
dred dollars  per  annum ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor,  one  mes- 
senger, at  a  compensation  not 
hundred  dollars  per  annuoa ; 
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Id  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor,  one  messen- 
ger, and  assistant,  at  a  compensation,  together,  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum; 

In  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  one  mes- 
senger, at  a  compensation,  not  exceeding,  seven 
hundred  dollars  per  annum  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  one  messen- 
ger, at  a  compei\sation  not  exceeding  seven  hun- 
dred duUaraper  annum ; 

In  the  omce  of  the  Treasurer,  one  messenger, 
at  a  compensation  not  exceeding  seven  hundred 
dollars  per  annum ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gene- 
ral Land  Office,  one  messenger,  and  laborer,  at  a 
compensation,  together,  not  exceeding  eleven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  per  annnm ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury, 
one  messenger,  and  assistant,  at  a  compensation, 
together,  -not  exceeding  one  thousiand  and  fifty 
dollars  per  annum ; 

.  In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  one  mes- 
senger, and  assistant,  at  a  compensation,  together, 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars  per 
annum ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Paymaster  Qeneral,  one 
niessenffer,  at  a  compensation  m^  exceeding  seven 
hundred  dollars  per  annum ; 

In  the  office  of  Commi^ary  General  of  Pur- 
chases, one  messenger,  at  a  compensation  not  ex- 
ceeding seven  hundred  dollars  per  annum ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  one 
messenger,  and  assistant,  at  a  compensation,  to- , 
gether,'not  exceeding  one  thousand  and  fifty  dol- 
lars per  annum ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy, 
one  messenger,  at  a  compensation  not  exceeding 
seven  hundred  dollars  per  annum ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Postmaster  General,  one 
messenger,  and  assistant,  at  a  compensation,  to- 
£;ether,  not  exceeding  one  thousand  and  fifty  dol- 
lars per  annum ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  one 
messenger,  at  a  compensation  not  exceeding  seven 
hundred  dollars ; 

In.  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, three  clerks,  at  a  compensation  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  ^^te  hundred  dollars  each ; 
and  one  messenger,  whose  salary  shall  not  ex- 
ceed  seven  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  3.  And  bedt  further  enactedy  That  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirteen  dol- 
lars and  seventy-five  cents  is  hereby  appropriated 
for  one  additional  clerk  in  the  Department  of  the 
Navy,  and  for  four  additional  clerks  in  the  Gen- 
eral Post  Office,  including  the  sum  of  nine  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents, 
due  for  extra  clerk  hire  in  the  General  Post  Office, 
during  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
two,  and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 

An  Act  in  farther  addition  to  *An  act  to  establish  an 
uniform  rule  of  Naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the 
acts  heretofore  passed." 

B^  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  any  alien,  being  a  free 


white  person  and  a  minor,  under  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  who  shall  have  resided  in  the  United 
States  three  years  next  preceding  his  arriving  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  who  shall  have 
continued  to  reside  therein  to  the  time  he  may 
make  application  to  be  admitted  a  citizen  thereof, 
may,  after  he  arrives  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  after  he  shall  have  resided  five  years 
within  the  United  States,  including  the  three  years 
of  his  minority,  be  admitted  a  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  without  having  made  the  declaration 
required  in  the  first  condition  of  the  first  section 
of  the  act  to  which  this  is  [in]  addition,  three 
years  previous  to  his  admission:  Providedy  such 
alien  shall  make  the  declaration  required  therein 
at  the  time  of  lus  or  her  admission ;  and  shall 
further  declare,  on  oath,  and  prove,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  court,  that,  for  three  years  next  pre- 
ceding, it  has  been  the  bcma  fide  intention  of  such 
alien  to  become  a  citizen  oi  the  United  States ; 
and  shall,  in  all  other  respects,  comply,  with  the 
laws  in  regard  to  naturalization. 

Sec.  2.  Arid  he  it  Jurther  enctcted^  That  no  cer- 
tificates of  citizeDship,  or  naturalization,  hereto- 
fore obtained  from  any  court  of  record  within  the 
United  States,  shall  be  deemed  invalid,  in  conse- 
quence* of  an  omis.sion  to  comply  with  the  requi- 
sition of  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  relative  to  evidence  in  cases  of  naturalization,'' 
passed  the  twenty-second  day  ofMarch,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  decla- 
ration required  by  the  first  condition  specified  in 
the  first  section  of  the  act,  to  which  this  is  an  act 
in  addition,  shall,  if  the  same  has  been  h(ma  fide 
made  before  the  clerks  of  either  of  the  courts  in 
the  said  condition  named,  be  as  valid  as  if  it  had 
been  made  before  the  said  courts,  respectively. 

Sec  4.  And  he  it  ftirther  enacted,  That  a  decla- 
ration by  any  alien,  being  a  free  white  person,  of 
his  intended  application  to  be  admitted  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  made  in  the  manner  and 
form  prescribed  in  the  first  condition  specified  in 
the  first  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  in  ad- 
dition, two. years  before  his  adniission,  shall  be  a 
sufficient  compliance  with  said  condition ;  any- 
thing in  the  said  act,  or  in  any  subsequent  act,  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  officers,  volunteera,  and  other  per- 
sons, engaged  in  the  late  campaign  against  the 
Seminole  Indians,  passed  the  /ourtM  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  proper  accounting 
officer  of  the  Treasury  Department  be,  and  he  is 
hereby^  directed  to  give  such  construction  to  the 
act  of  the  fourth  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two,  as  that  its  provisions  shall 
extend  to  the  claims  of  the  volunteer,  field,  and 
staff  officers,  engaged  in  the  campaign  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,  against  the  Seminole  In- 
dians, who  lost  horses  or  the  necessary  equipage 
thereof,  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  said  act,  and 
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also  to  the  claims  of  all  the  volunteer  officers  or 
soldiers  engaged  in*the  campaign  aforesaid,  who, 
without  any  fault  or  negligence'on  their  part,  re- 
spectively, lost  horses,  or  the  necessary  equipage 
thereof,  in  battle. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  fiirthef  enacted^  That  the  proper 
ftceoanting  officer  of  the  Treasury  Department 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to 
audit  and  settle  the  claims  of  ail  owners  of 
wagons  and  teams,  and  others,  for  any  horse  or 
horses  impressed  into  the  public  service  during  the 
said  Seminole  campaign:  Provided,  That  such 
in)  press  men  t,  and  the  value  of  said  horse  or  horses, 
be  satisfactorily  proved,  and  that  it  shall,  also,  be 
satisfactorily  proved  that  such  horse  or  horses 
Were  not  returned  to  their  owners,  and  that  any 
compensation  which  may  have  been  allowed  and 
paid  for  the  service  of  said  horse  or  horses,  after 
the  time  of  their  impressment,  be  deducted. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  4t  fiirUier  enofted,  That  the 
amount  of  such  claims,  so  audited  and  settled, 
when  ascertained,  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  May  26, 1S24. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act,  approved  on  Hhe 
third  day  of  March,  one  thoasand  eight  hundred  and 
nineteen,  entitled  **An  act  providing  for  the  cor- 
rection of  errors  in  making  entries  of  land  at  the 
land  offices." 

Be  ii  enacted,  ^c.  That,  when  any  mistake,  in 
relation  to  the  correct  numbers  of  any  tract  of 
land,  not  exceeding  in  quantity  one  half  section, 
may  have  been  heretofore  made  by  any  purchaser 
of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  at  private 
sale,  and  where  one  or  more  payments  shall  have 
been  made  by  the  person  making  the  entry,  on 
any  tract  entered  by  mistake,  and  where  such 
payment  has  not  been  forfeited,  previously  to  the 
])assing  of  this  act,  for  a  failure  to  complete. the 
payments  on  such  tract ;  and  where  the  purchaser 
or  purchasers  may  not,  in  relation  to  said  tract, 
have  in  any  way  taken  advantage  of  the  provis- 
ions of  the  act  of  the  second  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-one,  entitled  ^^Ao  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lartds  prior 
to  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty,"  or  of  the  act  supplementary  thereto,  or 
the  act  continuing  in  force  said  supplementary 
act,' and  where  the  person  or  persons  making  the 
purchase,  has  not,  in  any  way,  transferred  his,  her, 
or  their  right  to  the  certificate  of  purchase,  or  the 
tract  so  purchased,  and  where  no  patent  shall 
have  issued  for  the  tract  so  erroneously  pur- 
chased ;  and,  also,  in  all  cases  of  an  entry  here- 
after made,  of  a  tract  of  land  not  intended  to  be 
entered,  by  a  mistake  of  the  true  numbers  of  the 
tract  intended  to  be  entered,  where  the  tract,  thus 
erroneously  entered,  does  not,  in  quantity,  exceed 
one  half  section ;  and  where  the  certificate  of  the 
original  purchaser  or  nurcbaseirs  has  not  been  as- 
signed, or  the  right  or  the  original  purchaser  of 
purchasers  in  any  way  transferred,  and  where  six 
months,  from  the  time  the  entry  shall  have  been 
snade,  may  not  have  elapsed,  or  the  patent  issued 


for  the  tract  erroneously  entered,  the  purchaser 
or  purchasers,  or,  in  case  of  his,  her,  or  their 
death,  the  legal  representatives,  (oot  being  as- 
signees or  transferrees,)  may,  either  in  cases  of 
entry  before  or  after  the  passing  of  this  acf,  and 
in  any  case  coming  within  its  provisions,  fiif  bis, 
her,  or  their  own  affidavit  or  affidavits,  wiiksoch 
additional  evidence  as  can  be  procared,  shovisg 
the  mistake  of  the  numbers  of  the  tract  inteaded 
to  be  entered,  and  that  every  reasonable  prcaa- 
tion  and  exertion  had  been  used   fo  avoid  tbe 
error,  with  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  had 
district  within  which  such  tract  of  land  is  situ- 
ated, who  shall  transmit  the  evidence  sobmittcd 
to  them  in  each  case,  together  with  their  writin 
opinion  or  opinions,  both  as  to  the  existence  of 
the  mistake,  and  the  credibility  of  e&ch  pema 
testifying  thereto,  to  the  Coramtssioner  of  ibe 
General  Land  Office,  who,  if  he  be  entirely  satis- 
fied the  mistake  has  been  made,  and  that  every 
reasonable    precaution   and    exertion    had  ben 
made  to  avoid  it,   shall  be  aothorized  to  chanse 
the  entry,  and   transfer   the  payment   from  the 
tract  erroneously  entered,  to  that  intended  to  be 
entered,  if  unsold ;  but,  if  sold,  to  any  other  tract 
liable  to  entry :  Provided,  That  the  oath  of  tk 
person  or  persons  interested  shall,  in  no  case,  k 
deemed  sufficient,  in  the  absence  of  other  corrob- 
orating testimony,  to  authorize  any  soch  efaaa^ 
of  entry:  And  provided,  also,  That  nothing  Aeref  a 
contained  shall  affect  the  right  of  third  persons. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  Ufiirther  enacted,  That  either  the 
register  or  receiver  may  administer  all  oaths  to  be 
made  under  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  aad  every 
person  knowingly,  wilfpUy,  and  corrapilj, swear- 
ing falsely  on  any  oath  administered  to  him,  oc 
her,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall,  on  io- 
dictment  and  conviction  for  such   offence,  before 
ahy  court  having  competent  jorisdicttoa  to  trrthe 
same,  sufier  the  pains  and  penalties  of  wilfnl  and 
corrupt  perjury. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  itjkirther  enacttd.  That,  for  erery 
oath  administered  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
the  register  and  receiver  shall  be  allowed  the  soa 
of  twenty -five  cents,  and  twenty  cents  for  erery 
hundred  words  of  the  evidence  received  and  crans- 
^mitted  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
'  Office,  to  be  paid  by  the  party  making  a^ieation 
for  a  change  of  entry. 

Approved,  May  24, 1824. 


An  Act  to  compensate  William  Cocke  lor  certain  mtii- 
tary  services  rendered  the  United  States  daring  ihf 
late  war,  and  for  the  relief  of  John  T.  JobfisoB. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  there  be  paid  to  WB- 
liam  Cocke,  formerly  of  the  Tennessee  gnnmet, 
out  of  the  moneys  of  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  two  months'  full  pay  and  emold- 
ments,  as  a  colonel  in  the  infantry  of  the  army  ct 
the  United  States. 

Sbc.  2.  And  he  UJurther  enacted,  That  the  proper 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  Depanmeef 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed,  in  the  settletnat 
of  the  accounts  of  John  T.  Johnson,  for  servko 
rendered  in  the  late  war  against  Great  Brictia, 
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during  the  time  he  acted  as  yolunteer  aid  to  Ma- 
jor General  William  H.  Harrison,  to  allow  him 
the  pay  of  a  Captain,  with  the  additional  ]!»ay  and 
emoluments  allowed  by  law  to  the  aids  of  Majors 
General. 
Approved,  May  18, 1824. 


An  Act  reserving  to  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indians  a 
certain  tract  of  land,  in  lieu  of  ajeaerTation  made 
to  them  by  treaty. 

Be  it  enactedy  ^c,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is, 
reserved,  for  the  use  of  the  chiefs  and  tribe  of 
Wyandot  Indians,  subject  to  the  conditions  and 
limitations  of  the  former  reservation,  the  northeast 
quarter  of  section  numbered  two,  in  township  two, 
and  range  seventeen,  sopth  of  the  base  hne,  of 
land,  in  the  Delaware  land  district,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  in  lieu  of  one  hundred  and  siity  acres 
of  land,  on  the  west  side  of,  and  adjoining,  the 
Sandusky  river,  and  which  was  reserved  to  said 
tribe  of  Indians,  by  a  supplemeniary  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  certain  tribes  of  In- 
dians, held  at  St. -Mary's,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
on  the  seventeenth  day  of  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,  on  condition  that  the  chiefs 
of  said  Wyandot  tribe  first  relinquish  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  all  the  riffht,  title,  and  claim,  of  said 
tribe,  to  the  one  hundred  and  siity  acres  of  land, 
reserved  by  said  supplementary  treaty. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  to  fix  the  Western  boundary  line  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes. 

BeitsHocted,  ^c,  That  the  western  boundary 
line  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  shall  begin  at  a 
point  forty  miles  west  of  the  southwest  corner  of 
the  State  of  Missouri,  and  run  south,  to  the  right 
bank  of  the  Red  river,  and  thence,  down  the  river, 
and  with  the  Meiiean  boundary,  to  the  line  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  any  law  heretofore  made, 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  2.  Jnd  be  ii  fwfhir  enadsd.  That  the  sam 
of  two  thousand  dollars,  to  defray  the  expense  of 
runniog  and  narking  said  boundary  line,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  directions  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appro- 
priated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  fkrther  enactedy  That  so  much 
of  the  appropriation  of  sixty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars, made  by  th6  act  of  the  third  of  March,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  twenty-one,  for  carrying  into 
^effect  the  treaty  of  the  eighteenth  [eighth]  of  Oc- 
tober, eighteen  hundred  and  twenty,  with  the 
Choctaw  Indians,  as  remaids  unexpended,  shall, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  be  employed  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
in  the  said  act  oi  third  of  March,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one,  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Sec.  4.  And  oe  it  further  ejMctedy  That  the  sum 
often  thousancF  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mo- 
ney in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  treating  with  the  Choctaw 


Indians,  to  obtain  a  modification  of  the  treaty  of 
October  eighteenth,  [eighth]  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty. 
Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  to  allow  the  bounty  to  vessels  employed  in 
the  Cod  Fisheries  in  certain  eases. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  any  vessel  which  shall 
be  licensed  according  to  law,  for  the  cod  fishery, 
and  which  shall  have  completed  her  fishing  term, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  law,  and  therebv 
become  entitled  to  the  allowance  of  bounty,  shall, 
in  returning  to  any  port  within  the  United  States, 
be  wrecked  or  lost,  the  owner  or  owners,  and  crew 
of  such  vessel,  shall,  on  satisfactory  proof  being 
made  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  of  the 
wreck  or  loss  of  such  vessel,  be  en  tided  to  the 
same  bounty  as  would  have  been  allowed,  had 
such  vessel  returned  to  port. 

Sec  2.  And  he  it  fwrther  enacted,  That  any  Tea- 
sel which  shall  have  comnleted  her  fishing  term^ 
subsequent  to  the  act  entitted  "An  act  in  addition 
to,  and  alteration  of,  an  act  entitled  'An  act  lay- 
ing a  duty  on  imported  salt,  granting  a  bounty  on 
pickled  nsh  exported,  and  allowance  to  certain 
vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries,"  passed  the  third 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine- 
teen, and  which  shall,  in  returning  to  any  port  in 
the  United  States^  have  been  wrecked  or  lost,  the 
owner  or  owners,  and  crew,  of  such  fishing  res- 
sel,  shall  have  extended  to  them  the  provisions  of 
the  first  section  of  this  act. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  to  allow  farther  time  to  complete  the  issuing 
and  locating  of  Military  Land  Warrants. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^,  That  the  authority  mnted  lo 
the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War,  by  an 
act,  approved  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen^  to  issue 
warrants  for  the  military  land  bounties,  to  persons 
entitled  thereto,  shall  be  revived,  and  continued  in 
force  for  the  terra  of  five  years. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  to  revive  and  extend  the  term  of  certain  pen- 
sions, which  have  expired  by  limitation. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,,  That  the  pensions  heretofore 

f ran  ted,  and  paid  out  of  the  Privateer  Pension 
'und,  tP  the  widows  and  orphans  of  such  ofiicers, 
seamen,  and  marines,  as  were  slain,  or  died  in 
consequence  of  wounds^  or  casualties,  received 
while  In  the  line  of  their  duty,  on  board  the  pri- 
vate armed  ships  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
terms  for  the  payment  of  which  had  expired  by 
limitation,  before  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-four,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  revived, 
and  extended  to  such  widows  and  orphans,  with 
all  the  advantages,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  if 
their  respective  terms  had  not  expired  ;  subject  to 
the  provisions,  restrictions,  and  limitations,  of  an 
act,  passed  on  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
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twenty-four,  be, and  the  same  are  hereby, revived, 
and  extended  to  sach  widows  and  orphans,  with 
all  the  advantages,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  if 
their  respective  terms  had  not  expired  ;  subject  to 
the  provisions,  restrictions,  and  limitations,  of  an 
acty  passed  on  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-four,  entitled  ^*An  act  extending  the  term 
of  pensions  granted  to  persons  disabled,  and  to 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  have  been 
slain,  or  who  have  died  in  consequence  of  wounds, 
or  casualties,  received  while  in  the  line  of  their 
duty,  on  board  the  private  armed  ships  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  during  the  late  war." 
Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  granting  a  tract  of  land  to  the  inhabitanto  of 
Point  Coilpee,  on  certain  conditions. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  th«  right  of  the  United 
States,  to  a  tract  of  iand,  forty  arpens  front,  upon 
the  Mississippi  river,  and  running  back  the  depth 
of  forty  arpens,  at  a  remarkable  bend  on  said 
river,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  granted  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  |>arish  of  Point  Coupee,  within 
which  said  land  is  situated,  on  condition  that 
said  parish  shall,  at  all  times,  hereafter,  keep  a 
good  and  sufficient  levee  in  front  of  said  land, 
upon  the  river  Mississippi ;  and  if  they  should,  at 
any  time  hereafter,  cease  to  keep  up  such  good  and 
sufficient  levee,  the  land  shall  revert  to  the  United 
Sutes. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  John 
Donnelson,  Stephen  Heard,  and  others. 

Be  it  etiacted,  f>p..  That  the  heirs  and  represen- 
tatives of  John  Donnelson,  Stephen  Heard,  Wil- 
liam Downs,  Joseph  Martin,  John  Serier,  and 
Thomas  Carr,  or  their  heirs  and  representatives, 
respectively,  be,  and  thev  are  hereby,  authorized 
and  empowered,  severally,  to  enter,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
five  thousand  acres  of  land,  at  any  time  within 
two  years  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  in  any 
land  office  in  either  of  the  States  of  Mississippi 
or  Alabama ;  being  the  amount  of  a  grant  mfiae 
to  them,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  ot  Georgia,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-six :  Fravided,  That  the  said 
claim  shall  be  satisfied  out  of  the  five  millions  of 
acres  of  land,  set  apart  by  the  act  of  Congress,  of 
the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  eieht  hundred 
and  three,  pursuant  to  the  articles  ot  agreement 
and  cession,  between  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the 
United  States,  entered  into  on  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  apd  two. 
Provided,  alioj  That  .the  acceptance  of  the  grant 
hereby  made  shall  be  a  discharge  of  all  further 
claims  against  the  United  States  by  the  persons 
herein  named,  or  their  heirs  or  legal  representa- 
tives, under  the  said  resolution  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Greorgia,  a^rreed  to  be  paid  by  the 
United  Slates,  in  satisfaction  of  "  certain  claims 
or  pretended  claims"  on  the  part  of  the  State  of 
Georgia;  and  provided  that  this  bill  shall  be  a 


discharge  of  any  future  claim  against  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  fwrther  enaeUd,  That  ssid 
claims  shall  not  be  located  or  entered  on  any  liads 
except  those  which  may  have  been,  preriofls  to 
the  making  of  said  entry,  otkred  at  puUic  sale, 
nor  upon  any  lands  forfeited  or  reliDquishedtodie 
United  States ;  nor  shall  any  entry  be  made  foe  a 
less  quantity  than  a  quarter  section :  Pmiti, 
Nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  the  emy 
of  any  Traction. 

Approved,  May  24, 1824. 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  iseaing  a  regialer  to  &i 
Brig  WillUm,  of  New  7oik. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  there  be  iaraed,  under 
the  direction  ot  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory,  a 
register  to  the  bri^  William,  a  British  vessel 
lately  called  the  Union,  which  ressel  was  stranded 
on  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  and  purchased 
by  William  Porter,  a  citizen  of  the  United  Sute^ 
and  by  him  repaired  :  Provided^  It  shall  be  proved, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, that  the  cost  of  the  repairs  made  in  the  United 
States,  after  the  purchase  of  the  said  Teaael  by  the 
present  owner,  exceeds  three-fourths  of  the  origi- 
nal cost  of  building  a  vessel  of  the  same  umuu^ 
in  the  United  States. 

Approved,  May  21, 1824. 


An  Act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Coluinbian  lartitBte. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  there  be  granted,  dn^ 
ring  the  pleasure  of  Congress,  to  the  Cdombiaa 
Institute,  for  the  promotion  of  the  arts  and  sci- 
ences, the  use  and  improvement  of  the  tract  of 
public  ground  in  Washin^rton  Citv,  which  is 
bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Botanical  Garden,  im 
the  occupancy  of  the  said  Columbian  losriTute; 
on  the  north  by  the  Pennsylvania  Arenoe;  oa 
the  west  by  the  Tiber  and  Canal;  and  on  the 
south  by  the  Maryland  Avenue:  Pmided,  That, 
whenever  the  said  Columbian  Instiioce  thmli  be 
dissolved,  or  cease  to  exist,  or  to  eoi|i^oy  the  said 
tract  of  land  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  all  right, 
title,  and  interest,  hereby  granted  lo  the  aame^ 
shall  revert  to.  and  vest  in,  the  United  States. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  making  an  appropriation  lor  the  payaaeat  of 
the  claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  lata  Ch»veraar 
of  the  Sute  of  New   York,  against   the   Uaitid 

.  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  sum  of  sixty  thoa- 
sand  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  aad 
twenty-four  cents,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated, to  be  paid  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  full  for  the  balance  foani 
due  him,  for  his  services,^  losses,  and  disburse- 
ments,  for,  or  on  account  of,  the  United  Stairsy 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain* 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 
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An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  oorporation  of  the  Church 
of  8t.  Anne,  and  to  authorize  the  extenaion  of 
Larned  atreet,  in  the  town  of  Detroit. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  Gh>?erDor  and  Judges  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  to  caUse  Larned  street,  in  the  town  of 
Detroit,  to  be  continued,  westerly,  parallel  to  Jef- 
ferson avenue,  until  it  intersects  the  street  which 
runs  northerly  frOm  said  avenue,  at  right  angles 
therewith,  near  the  public  barn,  agreeable  to  the 
plan  of  the  town ;  and  to  cause  the  public  barn, 
and  the  pickets  bounding  the  militarjr  reserve,  to 
be  removed  to  the  north  side  of  Larned  street. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  military  reserve,  lying  south  of  Larned 
street,  thus  extended,  as  is  included  in  the  deed 
from  the  said  Governor  and  Judges  to  the  Corpo- 
ration of  the  Catholic  Apostolic  and  Roman 
Church  of  .St.  Anne,  of  Detroit,  on  the  11th  day 
of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enteen, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be, 
confirmed  to  the  said  corporation. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  furrier  enacted.  That  the  residqe 
of  the  said  military  reserve,  between  Larned  street 
and  Jefiferson  avenue,  included  within  the  pickets 
of  the  said  reserve,  and  bounded  west  by  wd 
street,  which  runs  from  said  avenue  to  the  public 
barn,  and  east  -by  the  east  bounds  of  the  military 
reserve^  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be, 
vested  in  the  said  Governor  and  Judges,  to  be 
disposed  of  as,  by  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the 
twenty-first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
adjustment  of  titles  of  land  in  the  town  of  De- 
troit, and  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  is  directed. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 

I 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  Fees  of  the  Registers  of  Willa 
in  the  aevenl  connties  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  there  shall  be  allowed,  and  paid, 
» (in  lieu  of  the  fees  now  allowed,)  to  each  of  the 
Registers  of  Wills,  for  the  counties  of  Washio^g- 
ton  ami  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
the  following  fees,  that  is  to  say  : 

For  every  probate  of  will,  (where  there  is  no 
controversy,)  one  dollar ; 

For  granting  letters  testamentary,  seventy^five 
cents ; 

Annexing  will,  for  one  hundred  words,  twelve 
and  one-half  ceorts; 

Registering  the  same,  for  one  hundred  words, 
twelve  [and]  a  half  cents ; 

For  granting  letters  of  administration,  seventy- 
five  cents ; 

Bvery  bond  takeik  of  executors,  administrators, 
or  guardians,  and  recording  the  same,  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents ; 

For  filing  and  .entering  renunciation  of  execu- 
tors, or  widow,  twenty-five  cents; 

For  exemplification  of  letters  testamentary,  or 
letters  of  admin«stration,  under  seal,  one  dollar ; 

For  issuing  warrant,  under  seal,  to  appraisers, 
and  warrant  to  swear  them,  fifty  cents; 


For  notice  of  administrators  to  creditors,  and 
orders  thereon,  fifty  cents ; 

For  entering  caveat,  twenty-five  cents ; 

For  issuing  citation,  under  seal,  fifty  cents ; 

For  administering  every  oath,  or  affirmation, 
six  and  one-fourth  cents ;  , 

For  filing  list  of  articles  appraised,  twenty-five 
cents  ; 

For  filing  list  of  articles  sold  at  vendue,  twenty- 
five  cents ; 

For  recordincT  the  same,  (if  ordered  by  the 
Court,)  for  every  hundred  words,  twelve  and  one- 
half  cents ; 

For  stating,  passing,  and  filing  the  account 'of 
an  executor,  administrator,  or  guardian,  not  ex- 
ceeding seventy-five  items,  three  dollars;  every 
additional  item,  two  cents ; 

For  examining  the  Touchers,  passing,  and  filing 
the  account  of  an  executor,  administrator,  or  guar- 
dian, (not  stated  by  the  Register,)  and  not  exceed- 
ing seventy-five  items,  two  dollars;  every  addi- 
tional item,  two  cents ; 

For  oopy  of  same,  under  seal,  if  demanded^  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  iten^s,  one  dollar;  every 
additional  item,  two  cents ;  seal  and  certificate, 
thirty-seven  cents  and  one-half; 

For  subpoena,  thirty-seven  cents  and  one-half. 
All  witnesses  to  be  put  into  one  subpc^na,  unless 
separate  ones  are  required  by  the  party.  For  every 
name  after  the  first,  six  cents  and  one-fourth. 

For  duces  tecum,  under  seal,  fifty  cents ; 

For  every  search,  where  no  other  service  is 
performed  for  which  fees  are  allowed,  eighteen 
cents  and  three-fourths; 

For  making  out,  and  filing,  the  balance  of  dis- 
tribution of  deceased  persons' estate,  for  each  heir, 
one  dollar ; 

For  taxing  all  costs,  in  any  one  case,  twenty- 
five  cents ; 

For  a  writ  of  execution,  on  a  definitive  sen- 
tence, under  seal,  seventy-five  cents; 

For  recording,  and  filing,  each  indenture  of  a|>- 
preotice,  including  the  Court's  taking  recogni- 
zance for  same,  or  its  approval  when  done  by  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  seventy-five  cents; 

For  drawing  deposition  of. witnesses,  for  every 
hundred  words,  twelve  cents  and  one-half; 

For  filing  ail  other  papers,  (except  as  above  re- 
quired,) four  cents  each ; 

For  entering  appearance  of  party  under  pro- 
cess, twelve  cents  and  one-half; 

For  entering  return  of  process,  twelve  and  one- 
half  cents ; 

For  every  continuance  or  reference,  chargeable 
to  the  applicants,  twelve  and  one-half  cents; 

For  commission  to  examine  witnesses,  or  to 
auditors,  under  seal,  one  dollar; 

For  commission  to  value  orphan's  estate  in  the 
hands  of  guardians,  under  seal,  one  dollar ; 

For  entering  every  order  of  court,  twelve  cents 
and  one-half;  if  more  than  one  hundred  words, 
then  at  the  rate  of  twelve  cents  and  one-half  per 
hundred ; 

For  recording  or  copying  any  paper,  for  one 
hundred  words,  twelve  cents  and  one-half;  seal 
and  certificate,  thirty-seven  cents  and  one-half; 
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For  filing  petition  or  report,  and  entering  the 
same  on  record,  (if  necessary,)  fifty  cents;  if  more 
than  one  hundred  words^  at  the  rate  of  tvreive 
cents' and  one-half  per  hundred ; 

For  entering  judgment,  or  rule  of  court,  twenty- 
five  cents ;  copy  of  same,  if  demanded,  for  every 
hundred  words,  twelve  cents  and  one-half;  seal 
and  certificate,  thirty-seven  cents  and  one-half; 

For  entering  every  motion  in  court,  twelve  and 
one-half  cents ; 

For  entering  appointment  of  guardian,  with  cer- 
tificate and  seal  of  said  appointment,  one  dollar  r 
every  i^dditional  word  included  in  the  same  cer- 
tificate, twelve  and  one-half  cents; 

For  issuing  attachment  and  entering  motion 
therefor,  seventy-five  cents ; 

For  taking  a  recognizance,  twenty-five  cents; 

For  warrant  to  marshal  to  summon  jury,  under 
seal,  seventy-five  cents; 

For  entering  panel  of  jury,  and  swearing  them,, 
fifty  cents ; 

For  taking,  filing,  and  recording,  every  bond, 
not  above  provided  for,  one  dollar ; 

For  passing  an  account  against  the  estate  of  a 
deceased  person,  twelve  and  a  half  cents;  to  be 
paid  by  the  applicant,  and  not  to  be  refunded. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  U  fwrther  enacted,  That  the  re- 
spective officers,  whose  fees  are  by  this  act  speei- 
fied,  are  hereby  required  to  make  fair  tables  of 
their  fees,  a^eable  to  this  act,  and  to  set  up  the 
same,  in  their  respective  ofilces,  within  six  months 
after  the  passins  of  this  act,  iti  some  conspicuous 
pan  of  their  omce,  for  the  inspection  of  all  per- 
sons who  may  have  business  in  said  ofi&ces.  on 
pain  of  forfeiting,  for  each  day  the  same  shall  be 
missing,  through  said  ofi&qer's  neglect,  the  sum  of 
ten  dollars,  to  be  recovered  as  debts  of  the  same 
amount  are  recoverable,  one-half  to  the  county, 
and  the  other  half  to  the  informer. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  U  farther  enacted^  That,  if  a  Re- 
gister of  Wills,  or  anjr  person  for  him,  shall  take 
greater  fees  than  herem before  expressed,  such  offi- 
cer shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  party  injured  fifty 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  as  debts  of  the  same 
amount  are  recoverable;  Provided,  always.  That 
the  Judges  of  the  Orphans'  Court  may  allow  to 
the  Register  of  Wills,  reasonable  fees  for  any  ser- 
Tioe  he  may  have  rendered,  not  specified  in  this 
act. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  ii  faHher  enacUd,  That  the  Re- 
gisters of  Wills  of  the  counties  of  Washington  and 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  shall  be 
allowed  bv  the  Levy  Courts  of  their  respective 
counties,  for  all  record  books  and  dockets  neces- 
sarily furnished  for  their  respective  offices;  which 
allowance  shall  be  levied  and  collected  as  other 
county  charges  are. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


possess,  and  exercise,  all  the  powers  which  the 
county  courts  of  Virginia  possessed  and  exercised 
on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  February,  ose  thoo- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  one,  in  relatioa  to  the 
lading  of  the  county  levies ;  and  that  tbeifsisfaal 
ot  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  collect  sad  ac- 
count for  the  levies  so  laid  by  said  coort,kthe 
same  manner,  and  at  the  same  time,  as  the8kn& 
of  Virffinia  collected  and  accounted  for  tbeknes 
made  by  the  aforesaid  county  courts  of  Yirfma, 
on  the  aforesaid  twenty-seventh  day  of  FebraaiT, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one.     The  Mu- 
shal  of  the  District  aforesaid,  shall  pay  over  tht 
amount,  so  collected,  to  the  order  of  the  Levy 
Court  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  apy  sevea 
Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  county  of  Alexandna 
aforesaid,  who  shall  be  duly  qualified,  s^hall  be  a 
quorum  for  the  transaction  of  all  business  apper- 
taining by  law  to  the  Levy  Court  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  Or- 
phans' Court  of  the  said  tiounty  of  Alexandria 
shall,  hereafter,  be  held  at  the  courthouse  in  the 
town  of  Alexandria,  so  soon  as  a  soitable  room 
shall  have  been  provided  on  the  public  square  on 
which  said  courthouse  stands,  for  the  safe-keeping 
of  the  records  of  said  Orphans'  Court     The  said 
Orphans'  Court  shall  hold  its  sessions  on  the  &rsi 
Monday  of  each  month,  and  may  adjourn  from 
4ay  to  day,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  the  bosi- 
ness  of  said  court:  Fronided,  That  the  whole  oom- 
ber  of  days  of  the  session  of  said  court  sbali  not 
exceed  four  in  any  one  month. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  Re- 
gister of  Wills  for  the  county  of  Alexandria  afore- 
said, shall,  within  two  months  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  give  bond  and  good  security. 
payable  to  the  United  States,  in  the  penalty  oi 
five  thousand  dollars;  which  bond  shall  be  condi- 
tioned for  the  due  and  faithful  perfoitnapce  of  the 
duties  of  his  office,  as  prescribed  by  law ;  which 
bond  shall  be  renewed  once  in  every  five  years 
thereafter,  and  shall  be  approved  by  the  Orphans' 
Court ;  and  shall  be  recorded  amonff  the  records 
of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of  Colvmhia, 
for  the  county  afortssaid ;  an  official  copy  of  which 
bond,  duly  certified,  shall  have  Uie  force  and 
efiect  of  the  original,  in  al(  suits  brought  on 
bond. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  to  confer  certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court 
of  the  county  of  Alexaodria,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
Ittmbia,  and  for  other  purposes. 

JBe  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  Levy  Court  of  the 
county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  havCf 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  President  of  .the  United  States 
to  enter  into  certain  negotiations  relative  tA  lands  lo- 
ested  under  Virginia  Military  Land  WvranU,  lying 
between  Ludlow's  etad  Roberts'  tinea,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted)  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  ascertain  the  number  of  acres,  and  by  ap- 
praisement,'or  otherwise,  the  value  thereof,  exclu- 
sive of  improvements,  of  all  such  lands  lying  be- 
tween Ludlow's  and  Roberts'  lines,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  as  may,  agreeably  to  the  principles  of  a 
decision  of  the  Suj[)reme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  case  of  Doddridge's  lessee,  agains 
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Thompson  and  Wright,  he  held  by  persons  under 
Virginia  military  warrants,  and  on  what  terms  the 
holders  will  relinquish  the  same  to  the  United 
States ;  and  that  he  report  the  facts  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
Approved,  May  26, 1824. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  deepening  the 
Channel  leading  into  the  harbor  of  Presque  Isle, 
and  for  repairing  Plymouth  Beach. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That  the  following  sums  of 
money  be,  and  the  siame  are  hereby,  appropriated, 
out  or  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  and  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing 
the  objects  hereinafter  mentioned,  to  wit :  the  sum 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  making  or  deepen- 
ing the  channel  leading  into  the  harbor  of  Presque 
Isle,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  the  sum 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  repair  Plymouth 
Beach,  in  the  Stateof  Massachusetts,  and  thereby 
prevent  the  harbor  at  that  place  from  being  de- 
stroyed. 

Approved,  May  26,  1834. 

An  Act  to  allow  a  salarv  to  the  Collectors  of  the  Bis- 
trict  of  Nantucket  and  Pensacola,  and  to  atmlish  the 
office  of  Surveyor  of  the  District  of  Penaaeola. 

Be  it  enactedy  fc.  That,  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  the  following  annual  salaries  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  allowed,  to  wit:  To  the 
collector  of  the  port  of  entry  for  the  District  of 
Nantucket,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  and  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  port  of  entry  for  the  District  of  Fen- 
sacola,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  the  office 
of  surveyor  of  the  port  or  entry  for  the  District  of 
Pensacola,  in  the  Territory  above  mentioned,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  abolished. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  toaothorise  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
exchange  a  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  four  and 
one-half  par  cent.,  for  certain  stocks  bearing  an  in- 
terest of  six  per  cenL 

Be  U  enactedy  fc.^  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  empowered  to 
borrow,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April  next, 
[>n  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  a  sum  not  ex* 
seeding  five  milliqns  of  dollars,  at  a  rate  of  inter- 
est, payable  quaHer  yearly,  not  exceeding  four  and 
one-half  per  centum  per  annum,  and  reimburse- 
able  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government,  at  any 
time  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  to  be  ap- 
plied, in  addition  to  the  moneys  which  may  be -in 
the  Treasury  at  the  time  of  borrowing  the  same, 
to  pay  off  and  discharge  such  part  of  the  six  per 
cent,  stock  of  the  United  States,  of  the  year  one 
thousand  eisht  hundred  and  twelve,  as  may  be  re- 
deemable alter  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  snooted,   That  it  shall 


be  lawful  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
lend  the  said  sum,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  it  is 
hereby  further  declared,  that  it  shall  be  deemed  a 
good  execution  of  the  said  power  to  borrow,  for 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  cause 
to  be  Constituted  certificates  of  stock  signed  by  the 
Register  of  the  Treai^ury,  or  by  a  Commisiuoner 
of  Loans,  for  the  whole,  or  for  any  part  thereof, 
bearing  an  interest  not  exceeding  four  and  one 
half  per  centum  per  annum,  transferable  and  re- 
imburseable  as  atoresaid,  and  to  cause  thp  said 
certificates  of  stock  to  be  sold :  Provided,  That  no 
stock  be  sold  under  par. 

Sec.  3«  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  a  sub- 
scription,, to  the  amount  of  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars, of  the  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  proposed ;  for  which  purpose  books 
shall  be  opened  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  at  the  several  Loan  Offices,  on  the 
first  day  of  July  next,  to  continue  open  until  the 
first  day  of  October  thereafter,  for  such  parts  o( 
the  abovementioned  description  of  stock  as  shall, 
on  the  day  of  sub^ription,  stand  on  the  books  of 
the  Treasury,  and  6n  those  of  the  several  Loan 
Offices,  respectively  ;  which  subsoription  shall  be 
effected,  by  a  transfer  to  the  United  States,  in  the 
manner  provided  by  law  for  such  transfers,  of  the 
credit  or  credits  standing  on  the  said  books,  and 
by  a  surrender  of  the  certificates  of  the  stock  so 
subscribed. 

Seo.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  any  sum  which  shall  be  thus 
subscribed^  credits  shall  be  entered  to  the  respect- 
ive subscribers,  who  shall  be  entitled,  tp  a  certifi- 
cate or  certificates,  purporting  that  the  United 
States  owe  to  the  bolder,  or  holder^  thereof,  his, 
her,  or  their  assigns,  a  sum,  to  be  expressed  therein, 
equal  to  the  amount  of  the  principal  stock  thus  sub- 
scribed, bearing  an  interest  of  four  and  one  half 
per  centum  per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  from 
the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-four,  transferable  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  transfer  of 
the  stock  subscribed,  and  subject  to  redemption, 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States,  as  followsr: 
One-half  at  any  time  after  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  and  the  remainder  at  any  time  after  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-three :  Provided,  That  no  re- 
imbursement shall  be  made,  except  for  the  whole 
amount  of  such  new  certificate,  nor  undl  after  at 
least  six  months'  public  notice  of  such  intended 
reimbursement.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  re-trans- 
ferred to  the  respective  subscribers,  the  several 
sums  by  them  subscribed,  beyond  the  amount  of 
the  certificates  of  ^^e  per  cent,  stock,  issued  to 
them,  respectively. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  iC  further  enacted,  That  the  same 
funds  which  have  heretofore  been,  and  now  are, 
pledged,  by  law,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest, 
and  Tor  the  redemption  or  reimbursement  of  the 
stock  which  may  be  created  or  subscribed  by  vir- 
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tae  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  remain 
pledgetl,  in  like  manner,  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  accruing  on  the  stock  created  by  reason 
of  such  subscription,  and  for  the  redemption  or 
reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  same.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  to  cause  to  be  applied  and  paid, 
out  of  the  said  fund,  yearly^  afnd  every  year,  such 
sum  and  sums  as  may  be  annually  wanted  to  dis- 
charge the  interest  accruing  on  the  stock  which 
may  be  created  by  virrue  of  this  act.  The  said 
Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  applyj 
from  time  to  time,  such  sum  and  sums,  out  of  the 
said  funds,  as  tbey  may  think  proper,  towards 
redeeming,  by  purchase  or  by  reimbursement,  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the 
principal  of  the  said  stock  \  and  such  part  of  the 
annual  sum  of  tea  millions  of  dollars,  vested  by 
law  in  the  said  Commissioners,  as  may  be  neces- 
sary, and  wanting,  for  the  above  purposes,  shall 
be,  and  continue,  appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
interest  and  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  until 
the  whole  of  the  stock  which  may  be  created  un- 
der the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  have  been  fe- 
deemed  or  reimbursed. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  nothing 
in  this  act  contained'  shall  be  construed  in  any 
Wise  to  alter,  abridge,  or  impair,  the  rights  of  those 
creditors  of  the  United  States  who  shall  not  sub- 
scribe to  the  loan  to  be  opened  by  virtue  of 
this  act. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  ote  of  the 
Library  of  Congress,  and  for  faroishing  rooms  in 
the  Capitol. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated, 
out  of  any  unappropriated  money  in  the  Treasury, 
for  the  purchase  of  books,  under  the  direction  of 
the  joint  Library  Committee,  for  the  use  of  the 
Library  of  Coneress. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum 
of  fifteen  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  unappro- 
priated money  in  the  Treasury,  for  the  purchase 
of  furniture  for  the  new  Library. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Th&t  the  sum 
of  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  ei|;hty-pine 
dollars  and  fi(\y  cenXs  be,  and  the  jsame  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  furnish- 
ing the  rooms  in  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Public  Buildings. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  making  of  a 
road  from  a  point  in  the  northwestern  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  near  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  of  the 
Miami  of  Lake  £rie,  to  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
appoint  three  Comtnissioners,  who  sliall  explore, 


survey,  and  mark,  in  the  most  eligible  coorse,  t 
road  from  a  point  in  the  northwestern  faooodary 
of  the  State- of  Ohio,  near  the  foot  of  the  Rapids 
of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  Detroit^  in  die 
Territory  of  Michigan;  and  said  Commissiaflers 
shall  make  out  accurate  plats  of-sacli  sorrefs,  ac- 
companied with  field  notes;,  and  certify  aad  tnas- 
mit  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  UDitcd  Stiies, 
who,  if  he  approve  of  said  survey,  sbail  cane  the 
plats  thereot  to  be  ^leposited  in  the  office  of  &e 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  the  said  raid 
shall  be  considered  as  established  and  accepted. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  Ihe  sui 
road  shall  be  opened  and  made  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who  b 
hereby  authorized  to  employ  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  in  the  completion,  or  asststing  ia 
the  completion,  of  said  road. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
Commissioners  shall,  each,  be  entitled  to  receive 
three  dollars,  and  their  assistants  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents,  for  each  and  every  day  ihey  shall  be 
necessarily  employed  in  the  exploring,  sorveyin^ 
and  marking,  of  said  road.  And  for  the  pnrpw 
of  compensating  the  said  Commissioners  and  uiear 
assistants,  and  lor  opening  and  making  said  road, 
there  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  approfiriated,  tk 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars;  to  be  paid  oatoi 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  i^ 
propriated. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  State  of  IndiaLiia  to  epea  a 
canal  through  the  Public  Lands^  to  coaaed  the 
navigation  of  the  rivers  Wabash  and  the  Muai  cC 
Lake  Erie.  ** 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,,  That  the  State  of  IndiaDa  be, 
and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  sorvey  and  mark, 
through  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  the 
route  of  a  canal  by  which  to  connect  the  nar^- 
tion  of  the  rivers  Wabash  and  Miami  of  Lake 
Erie;  and  ninetv  feet"  of  land,  .on  each  side  ot 
said  canal,  shall  be  reserved  from  sale  oo  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  use  thereof  fonver^ 
be  vested  in  the  State  aforesaid,  for  a  canal,  and 
for  no  other  purpose  whatsoever. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fiuiher  enacted,  That,  if  the 
said  State  shall  not  survey,  and  direct  by  law 
said  canal  to  be  opened,  and  famish  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  a  map  thcteof, 
within  three  years  from  and  after  the  date  of  this 
act;  or,  if  the  said  canaUbe  not  completed,  soita- 
ble  for  navigation,  within  twelve  years  thereafter; 
or,  if  said  land,  hereby  granted,  shall  ever  cease  U 
be  used  and  occupied  for  the  purpose  of  constmo- 
ing  and  keeping  in  repair  a  canal,  snitable  ibr 
navigation ;  the  reservation  and  grant,  aforesaid^ 
shall  be  void,  and  of  none  effect:  Prtnided,  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained,  or  shall  be  done  la 
pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  to  imply  any 
obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  i» 
appropriate  money  to  defray  tbe  expense  of  nr- 
veytng  or  opening  said  canal:  Andptomdedy  lUe- 
wise,  That  the  said  canal,  when  completed,  sitil 
be,  and  forever  remain,  a  public  highway,  for  the 
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use  of  the  Gbyernment  of  the  United  States,  free 
from  any  toll  or  charge  whatever,  for  any  pro- 
perty of  the  United  States,  or  persons  in  their 
service,  on  public  tHisiness,  passing  through  the 
same. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  Jwrther  enacted,  That  every 
sectioD  of  land  through  which  said  canal  route 
may  pass,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re- 
served from  future  sale,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  until 
hereafter  specially  directed  by  law  ;  and  the  said 
State  is  hereby  authorized,  without  waste,  to  u^e 
any  materials  on  the  public  lands  adjacent  to  said 
canal  that  may  be  necessary  for  its  construction. 

Approved,  May  26^  1824. 


An  Act  lo  alter  the  Judieial  Districts  of  Pennsylvania! 

and  for  other  pnrpooes. 

Be  a  enacted^  Ac^  That  the  following  counties 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  shall  cease  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Eastern  Judicial  District  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  shall  be  added  to,  and  form  a  part  of, 
the  Western  District;  that  is  to  say:  Susque- 
hanna, Bradford,  Tioga,  Union,  Northumberland, 
Columbia,  Luzerne,  and  Lycoming:  and  that,  be- 
sides the  terms  of  the  District  Court,  directed  by 
law  to  be  held  at  Pittsburgh  for  the  Western  Dis- 
trict, the  Judge  of  said  Western  District  shall  hold 
two  terms  in  every  year,  at  William's  Port,  in  the 
county  of  Lycoming,  which  shall  commence  pn 
the  first  Mondays  of  the  months  of  June  and  Oc- 
tober, in  each  and  every  year,  beginning  in  Octo- 
ber next,  and  be  continued  and  adjourned,  from 
time  to  time,  as  the  Court  may  deem  expedient, 
for  the  despatch  of  the  business  thereof. 

Approved,  May  20, 1824. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  ''An  act  providing  for  the 
eiaoiioation  of  titles  tolahd  in  that  part  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana  situated  between  the  Rio  Hondo  and 
Sabine  river." 

Be  it  encfcted,  fc,  That  the  powers  given  to,  and 
duties  required  of,  the  register  and  receiver  of  the 
land  office  south  of  Red  river,  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, by  the  act  of  the  third  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty  three,  entitled  ''An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  exammation  of  titles  to  land  in  that 
part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  situated  between 
Rio  Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river,"  be  extended  to 
all  that  tract  of  country  known  and  called  by  the 
name  of  the  "  Neutral  Territory,"  lying  east  of  the 
present  western  boundary  of  Louisiana,  and  west 
of  the  limits  to  which  the  land  comdiissioners 
have  heretofore  examined  titles  and  claims  to  land 
in  said  State ;  and  in  the  examination  of  claims 
to  land  within  the  aforesaid  limits,  the  register 
and  receiver  sliall,  in  all  respects,  be  governed  by 
the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  regis- 
ter and  receiver  of  said  land  office  shall,  severally, 
receive,  as  a  full  compensation  for  the  duties  re- 
quired of  them  by  this  act,  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred dollars,  whenever  they  shall  finish  the  busi- 
ness required  to  be  performed  by  them,  by  this  act, 
and  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  and 


have  forwarded  their  reports  to  the  SecreUry  of 
the  Treasury. 
Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  building  of  lighthouses,  light- 
▼oisels,  and  beacons,  therein  raantioned,  and  for 
'  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  empowered  to  pro- 
vide, by  contract,  for  building  lighthouses  and 
light- vessels,  erecting  beacons,  and  placing- buoys 
OB  the  following  sites  or  shoals  to  wit : 

A  lighthouse  at  Owl's  Head,  in  the  State  of 
Maine; 

A  lighthouse  at  the  mouth  of  Great  Sodus,  on 
Lake  Ontario;  and  one  on  Verplanck's  Point,  in 
the  State  of  New  York ; 

A  lighthouse  at  the  mouth  of  Grand  River,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio; 

A  beacon-light  on  Cap^  Henlopen,  in  the  State 
of  Delaware ; 

A  lighthouse  on  PooPs  Island,  and  one  on 
Thomas's  Poin^,  in  the  Chesapealce  Bay,  in  thie 
State  of  Maryland ; 

A  light-vessel  at  or  near  the  Loiie  Shoal,  in 
Paroptico  Sound,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina; 

A  lighthouse  on  one  of  the  Sambo  Keys,  and 
a  light-vessel  on  the  Careysfort  reef,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida ; 

A  beacon  on  Castle  Island,  and  five  buoys  near 
Bristol  Ferry,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island ; 

A  pier  and  three  buoys  at  the  mouth  of  Saco 
River,  and  a  pier  at  the  mouth  of  Wells*  Harbor, 
in  the  State  of  Maine. 

Sec.  2i  And  he  it^fltrther  enacted,  That  there  be 
appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury, 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  following  sums  of 
money,  to  wit : 

For  building  a  lighthouse  in  the  State  of  Maine^ 
on  OwPs  Head,  four  thousand  dollars ; 

A  lighthouse  on  Great  Sodus,  on  Lake  Ontario, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars ;  and  for  one  on  Verplanck's  Point,  in 
the  Hudson  River,  in  the. same  State,  four  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars ; 

A  lighthouse  at  the  mouth  of  Grand  River,  in 
the  State  of  OhiO)  eight  thousand  dollars; 

For  erecting  a  beacon-light  on  Cape  Henlopen, 
in  the  State  of  Delaware,  three  thousand  dollars ; 

For  a  lighthouse  on  Pool's  Island,  in  the  Ches- 
apeake, in  the  State  of  Maryland,  five  thousand 
dollars ;  and  for  one  on  Thomas's  Point  in  the 
same  bay,  and  same  State,  six  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars; 

For  a  light-vessel,  to  be  placed  at  or  near  the 
Long  Shoals,  on  Pamptico  Sound,  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  ten  thottsand  dollars; 

For  a  lighthouse  on  the  Sambo  Keys,  in  the 
Territorv  of  Florida,  sixteen  thousand  dollars; 
for  a  lignt-vessel  for  Careysfort  Reef,  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars;  for  the  lighthouses  directed  to  be 
built^  one  on  the  dry  Tortugas,  and  one  on  Cape 
Florida,  in  the  same  Territory,  including  the  appro- 
priations already,  made  by  law,  a  sum,  for  each^ 
not  exceeding  sixteen  thousand  dollars ;  , 
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For  a  beacon  and  buoys  between  the  dry  Tor- 
tu^s  and  the  COast  of  Florida,  four  thousand 
dollars ; 

For  placing  buoys  on  certain  shoals  at  the  mouth 
of  KennebecK  River,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars; 

For  placing  buoys  on  shoals  in  Buzsard's  Bay, 
and  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Aponeganset  River, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  one  hundred  and 
sixty  dollars; 

For  placxog  buoys  on  Long  Island  Sound,  near 
to  Cornfield  Point,  and  in  Guildford  Bay,  one 
hundred  and  sixly  dollars; 

For  placing  a  buoy  at  the  mouth  of  Bcupper- 
nong  River,  in  Albemarle  Sound,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  forty  dollars; 

For  placing  a  beacon  on  Castle  Island,  and  five 
buoys  near  Bristol  Ferry,  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  a  pier  and  three  buoys  at  the  mouth  of  Saco 
River,  and  a  pier  at  the  mouth  of  Wells  Harbor, 
ten  thousand  dollars — five  thousand  dollars  to 
liach  of  those  places. 

Sec.  3.  And.be  U  fwriher  enacUd^  That  the  fol- 
lowing annual  salaries  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
keepers  of  light-vessels : 

To  the  keeper  of  the  Sandy  Hook  light-vessel, 
seven  hundred  dollars;  and  for  a  mate,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars ; 

To  the  keeper  of  the  Smith's  Point  light-vessel, 
in  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  five  hundred  dollars; 

To  the  keeper  of  the  Wolf  Trap  light-vessel,  in 
the  same  bay,  five  hundred  dollars ; 

To  the  keeper  of  the  WilLoughby  Spit  light- 
vessel,  in  the  same  bay,  five  hundred  dollars; 

To  the  keeper  of  the  Craney  Island  light- vessel, 
four  hundred  and  fifty  dollais;   . 

To  the  keeper  of  a  light  vessel  to  be. placed  at 
or  near  the  shoals  of  Cape  Hatteras.  seven  hun- 
dred dollars;  and  for  a  mate,  three  nundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  4t  further  enacUd,  That  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  be  and  he  is  authorized 
and  requested  to  cause  a  proper  site  at  or  near  the 
qnouth  of  the  river  Teche,  in  LouisLana,  to  be 
selected  for  a  lighthouse,  and  proper  places  desig- 
nated for  placing  buoys  near  the  same.  To  ena- 
ble the  President  to  accomplish  these  objects,  a 
sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  granting  to  the  Corporation  of  Tuscaloosa  cer- 
tain lota,  and  privileges  over  the  reservations  and 
commons  in  said  town. 

Be  it  enactedf  f  c.  That  the  right  and  title  of  the 
United  States  to  public  streets  and  to  certain  lots 
in  the  town  of  Tuscaloosa,  set  apart  for  public 
us^s,  and  designated  in  the  plan  of  said  town  by 
the  names  of  the  "  Court  Square,"  the  *^  Market 
Square,"  the  "Jail  Lot,"  the  "Spring,"  the 
"Church,"  and  the  "Burial  Ground,"  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  vested  in  the  Corporation  of  said 
town  forever.    And  also  all  the  right  of  the  Uni- 


ted States  to  that  tract  between  the  lots  and  tk 
river  Tuscaloosa, called  the  "River  Margin," inl 
of  that  called' the  "  Pood,"  and  also  of  that  calied 
the  "  Common ;"  on  condition,  however,  that  ibe 
Corporation  shall  not  lease  or  sell  any  ponioa  ol 
the  last-mentioned  tracts,. bat  that  the  suae  be 
appropriated  to  the  purposes  for  which  tbcf  were 
designated  and  set  apart,  as  well  for  the  bcKiiof 
the  inhabitants  of  said  town  as  for  that  o(  tkose 
resorting  to  or  visiting  the  same;  and  in  casthe 
same  or  any  part  thereof  be  applied  to  any  tfhec 
purpose,  that  it  revert  to  the  United  States. 
Approved  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  snpplementarj  to  the  act  ^to  inoorporatc  ik 
inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington,"  pa«ed  iW 
fifWenth  of  May,  one  thousand  oighft  Uaadicd  and 
twenty,  and  for  other  parposea. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  so  mach  of  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitanto  of 
the  City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all  acts 
heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose,"  passed  Msy 
fifteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty, 
as  is  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  thb  aet^ 
be  atid  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sgc.  2.  And  be  ii  funiker  enacted^  That  pobbe 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  sale  of  all  rea 
property,  for  taxes  due  the  Corporation  of  iheCiif 
of  Washington,  ahall  be  given  in  all  cases  Jure- 
after  by  advertisement  inserted  in  some  newifa- 
per  published  in  the  said  city  once  io  each  wert 
for  at  least  twelve  successive  weeks ;  ia  vhich 
advertisement  shall  be  stated  the  nuiabffof  the 
square  or  squares;  the  number  of  the  lot  or  bis, 
(if  the  square  has  been  divided  into  lots^)  theaame 
or  names  of  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  the 
same  may  be  assessed  on  the  books  of  the  Corpo- 
ration at  the  time  of  such  advertisement;  the  anoaat 
of  the  tax  due  on  each  square  or  lot;  the  paiod 
for  which  the  saibe  shall  be  due ;  and  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  taxes  due  on  all  real  pfopen^ 
assessed  in  the  name  of  the  same  person  or  per- 
sons.   But  where  a  whole  square  is  assessed  to  the 
same  person  or  persons,  although  divided  iatohts, 
it  may  be  assessed  and  advertised  as  if  the  same 
was  not  divided.     And  no  sale  of  real  property 
for  taxes  hereafter  made  shall  be  impaired  oc  void 
by  reason  of  such  property  not  being  assessed  or 
advertised  in  the  name  or  names  of  the  lawfol 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  provided  the  same  shall 
be  advertised  as  above  directed^  or  l^  reason  o: 
the  amount  of  taxes  due  thereon  not  being  correcdf 
stated. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  in  ail 
cases  of  sales  of  real  property,  for  taxes  due  tk 
said  Corporation,  where  such  sale  $hall  not  hare 
been  made  according  to  law,  and  void,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  Uorporatibn,  on  the  applicauos 
of  the  purchaser,  or  other  person  entitled  under 
him,  to  refund  and  pay  to  such  person  or  per>oiis, 
the  amount  paid  by  him  or  them,  on  account  of 
such  purchase;  and,  also,  the  subsequent  taxes 
accrued  and  paid  on  the  said  property,  and  to  n- 
assess  the  amount  of  taxes  so  refunded,  on  tk 
property  on  which  the  same  shall  have  accraei 
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which  shall  be  collected  id  the  manner  as  provided 
by  law  for  the  colleotion  of  other  taxes,  at  any 
time  after  the  first  day  of  January  next  after  the 
same  shall  be  so  re-assessed. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  Corporation,  where  there 
shall  be  a  number  of  lots  assessed  to  the  same  per- 
son or  persons,  to  sell  one,  or  more,  of  such  lots, 
for  the  taxes  and  expenses  due  on  the  whole ;  and, 
also,  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  any  part  of  the  lot, 
for  the  taxes  and  expenses  due  on  the  said  lot,  or 
other  lots  assessed  to  the  same  person,  as  may  ap- 
pear expedient,  according  to  such  rules  and  reg- 
ulations efi  the  said  corporation  may  prescribe. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  in  case  of 
death,  resignation,  or  inability  to  serve,  of  any 
Commissioner  of  Election,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  Mayor,  or  in  cai»e  of  his  absence,  or  inability 
to  perform  that  duty,  for  the  Register  of  the  City, 
to  make'an  appointment^  in  writing;,  to  fill  any 
such  vacancy,  which  appointment  shall  be  returned 
to  the  Register,  with  the'return  of  such  election. 

Sec.  6.  Artd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  pro- 
prietor or  proprietors  of  lots  which  may  be  sold 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  allowed 
the  right  of  redemption,  in  the  same  manner,  and 
according  to  the  like  restrictions,  contained  in  the 
act  to  whidh  this  is  a  supplement. 

S EC.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  T ha  t  th^  public 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  or  sate  of  any  real 
property  chargeable  with  taxes,  in  Qeorgetown  or 
Alexandria,  in'  all  cases  hereafter,  shall  be  given, 
once  in  each  week,  for  twelve  successive  weeks, 
in  some  one  newspaper  printed  in  each  of  said 
places,  and  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  in  which 
shall  be  stated  the  number  of  the  lot  or  lots,  or 
parts  thereof,  intended  to  be  sold,  and  the  value 
of  the  assessment,  and  the  amount  of  the  taxes  due 
and  owing  thereon. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  if,  before 
the  day  of  sale,  advertised  as  aforesaid,  the  owner, 
his  agent,  or  attorney,  shall  not  pay  the  amount 
of  taxes,  with  all  costs  thereon   assessed,  said 
lots,  or  so  many  as  may  be  sufficient  to  discharge 
the  same,  shall  be  sold,  for  cash,  and  to  the  high- 
est bidder  paying  therefor ;  a  certificate  from  the 
proper  officer  shall  be  issued,  setting  forth  that  he 
IS  the  purchaser,  and  the  amount  paid  by  him ; 
and  if,  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  months  from 
the  day  of  sale,  the  owner  shall  not  appear,  and 
pay  to  the  officer  who  sold  the  same,  the  Mayor, 
or  the  purchaser,  the  amount  ofthe  purchase  money, 
and  co^ts,  and  taxes  accruing  subsequent  to  the 
sale,  and  ten  per  centum  interest  per  annum  on 
the  purchase  money,  it  shall  and  thrj  be  lawful 
for  a  title  in  fee  simple,  at  the  expiration  of  said 
time,  to  be  made  to  the  purchaser :  Provided,  That 
no  sale  of  real  estate  shall  be  made  but  where  the 
owner  or  tenant  of  the  property  has  not  sufficient 
personal  estate  out  of  which  to  enforce  a  collection 
of  the  debt  due  ;  and  where  he  has  personal  prop- 
erty, it  shall  be  lawful  to  collect  said  taxes  by  dis- 
tress and  sale  thereof. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  fu)r(her  enacted.  That,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  April  next,  and  every  K^% 
years  thereafter,  each  of  the  Corporations  of  Wash- 


ington, Greorgetown,  and  Alexandria,  shall  cause 
three  respectable  freeholders,  resident  in  said  City 
and  towns,  respectively,  being  previously  sworn, 
to  assess  and  value,  and  make  return,  of  all  and 
every  species  of  property  by  law  taxable,  in  said 
Corporations ;  and,  in  making  their  said  valua- 
tions, they  shall  determine  it  agreeable  to  what 
they  believe  it  to  be  worth,  in  cash,  at  the  time  of 
the  valuation. 

Sec.  10.  And^beit  further  enacted,  That,  where 
any  taxes  have  fallen  due,  and  yet  remain  unpaid, 
or  where  any  real  estate  has  been  sold  by  the  Cor- 
poration of  Georgetown  or  Alexandria,  which 
sale,  from  any  defect  of  proceeding  in  relation 
thereto,  has  been  declared,  or  is  considered  void, 
said  Corporation  may  proceed,  and  are  hereby 
authorized,  to  collect  said  taxes  by  sale  of  the 
real  estate,  liable,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  in  relation  to  other  cases  of  collecting 
taxes,  hereafter  to  fall  due :  Provided,  That  where 
any  person,  without  nptice  of  the  outstanding 
taxes,  h^s  made  a  bona  fide  purchase  from  the 
legal  owner  of  any  real  estate,  previous  to  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-four,  said  real  estate,  so  acquired,  shall 
not  be  liable  for  the  taxes  due  and  owing  previous 
to  said  purchase. 

Sec.  11.  And  he  it  fuHher  enacted,  That  all  titles 
to  property,  conveyed,  as  aforesaid,  on  sales  for 
taxes,  maue  in  either  of  said  places,  shall  be  by 
deed  from  the  Mayor,  under  the  seal  of  the  Corpo- 
ration :  which  said  conveyance  shall  be  effectual, 
in  law,  to  convey  the  title,  the  requisition  of  this 
act  having  been  complied  with. 

Sec.  12.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That,  on  any 
lot,  or  lots,  or  part  of  a  lot,  liable  for  taxes,  as 
aforesaid,  being  sold,  the  amount,  over  and  above 
the  tax,  cost,  and  charges,  due  upon  the  same, 
shall  be  paid  over,  on  application,  to  the  owner  of 
said  property. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That,  where 
the  payment  of  any  taxes  shall  he  made  or  enforced 
against  any  tenant,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
owner  of  said  property,  so  made  liable  for  the 
taxes,  to  recover  ot  the  'tenant  any  rent  for  the 
property ;  but  the  same  shall  remaiii  in  his  pos- 
session a  lien  for  the  debt,  until  such  time  as  the 
rent  accruing  shall  have  discharged  the  same ;  and 
the  said  tenant  shall  be  entitled  to  charge  twenty- 
five  per  centum  against  the  landlord,  on  the 
amount  of  the  taxes  so  paid  or  enforced  t^inst 
him,  except  where  he  may  have  been  previQdsly 
in  arrears  for  his  rent. 

Sec.  14.  And  he  it  fuHher  enaOed,  That  in  all 
cases  of  any  nuisance,  affecting,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  the  healthiness  of  the  Citf 
of  Washington,  or  inhabitants  contiguous  thereto, 
which  may  exist  on  any  lot  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  have  the  same 
removed,  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same 
rules  and  regulations,  that  nulsanees  on  private 
property  arfe  removed ;  and  the  expense  of  such  re- 
moval or  correction  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  hands  ofthe  cit]f  commissioner,  for 
the  sale  ofthe  public  property  in  said  city. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 
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An  Act  grmnting  a  tract  of  land  to  the  Parith  of 
West  Baton  Roage,  on  certain  cooditione. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  a  tract  of  land,  of  about  eight  arpens 
front,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Parish 
of  West  Baton  Rouge,  within  which  said  land  is 
situated,  on  condition  that  the  said  Parish  shall 
at  all  times  keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  a  good  and 
sufficient  levee  on  said  land,  in  Qront  of  the  river 
Mississippi ;  and  if  they  should,  at  anv  time  here- 
after, cease  to  keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  a  good 
and  sufficient  levee,  the  land  shall  revert  to  the 
United  States. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  President  to  exchange  five 
arpens  of  land,  on  the  sooth  aide  of  the  public  lot 
at  Baton  Rooge,  for  an  equal  quantity  of  land  on 
the  north  side  of  said  lot. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  authorized  to  exchange  five  ar- 
pens of  land,  on  the  south  side  of  the  public  lot 
in  the  town  of  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  for  an 
equal  quantity  of  land  on  the  north  part  of  the 
said  lot,  which  has  been  confirmed  to  the  heirs  of 
Eulogia  de  Casas ;  and  to  give  and  receive  such 
titles  as  he  may  deem  proper  for  perfecting  said 
exchange. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  enabling  the  claimants  to  lands  within  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of 
their  claims. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
person  or  persons,  or  their  legal  representatives, 
claiming  lands,  tenements,  or  hereai laments,  in 
that  part  of  the  late  province  of  Louisiana  which 
is  DOW  included  within  the  State  of  Missouri,  by 
▼irtue  of  any  French  or  Spanish  srant.  conces- 
sion, warrant,  or  order  of  survey,  legally  made, 
granted^  or  issued,  before  the  tenth  day  oi  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  by  the  pro- 
per authorities,  to. any  person  or  persons  resident 
in  the  province  of  Louisiana,  at  the  date  thereof, 
or  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  four,  and  which  was  pro- 
tected or  secured  by  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  French  Republic,  of 
the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  three,  and  which  might  have  been  per- 
fected into  a  complete  title,  tind^and  in  conformi- 
ty to  the  laws,  usages,  and  customs,  of  the  Gov- 
ernment under  which  the  same  originated,  had^ 
not  the  sovereignty  of  the  country  been  transfer-' 
red  to  the  United  States,  in  each  and  every  such 
<:ase  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  person  or 
persons,  or  their  legal  representatives,  to  present  a 
petition  to  the  District  Court  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, setting  forth  fully,  plainly,  and  substantially, 
the  OBture  of  his,  her,  or  their  claim,  to  the  lands, 
tenements,  or  hereditaments,  and  particularly 
stating  the  date  of  the  grant,  concession,  warrant, 
or  order  of  survey,  under  which  they  claim,  the 


name  or  names  of  any  person  or  peraons  claimiag 
the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  by  a  different  title 
from  thai  of  the  petitioner ;  or  holding  poosesioB 
of  any  part  thereof,  otherwise  than  by  theieue 
or  permission  of  the  petitioner ;  and  also^  if  the 
United   Stated  be  interested  on  acconat  (^  the 
lands  claibied,  and  the  boundaries  iheres^  wbea 
the  same  may  have  been  designated  by  booa^- 
ries;  by  whom  issued;  and  whether  the  saiiclnai 
has  been  submitted  to  the  examination  of  eite 
of  the  tribunals  which  have  been  constitatei  bf 
law  for  the  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  prcRst 
limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  by  thcai^ 

Sorted  on  unfavorably,  or  recommended  for  csa- 
rmation ;  praying,  in  said  petition,  that  the  va- 
lidity of  such  title,  or  claim,  may  be  inquired  iati 
and  decided  by  the  said  court :  and  the  said  coort 
is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  bold  aad  a- 
ercise  jurisdiction  of  everjr  petition,  presented  ii 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  .act,  aoi 
to  hear  and  determine  the  same,  on  the  pecitioo, 
in  case  no  answer  or  answers  be  filed  after  iwi 
notice ;  or  on  the  petition,  and  the  answer  or  an- 
swers of  any  person  or  persons  into'ested  in  pie- 
venting  any  claim  from  being  established ;  aad 
the  answei^  of  the  District  Attorney  of  the  United 
States,  where  he  may  have  filed  an  answer,  ac- 
cording to  the  evidence  which  shall  be  addoed 
by  the  petitioner,  by  any  person  interested  io  pre- 
venting^ the  decree  of  thexourt  in  faTor  of  the 
title  oi  the  petitioner  or  petitioners,  and  by  the 
United  States,  in  conformity  with  the  priaeifiJes 
of  justice,  and  according  to  the  laws  aad  ordi- 
nances of  the  Grovernment  under  which  il»  ebim 
originated;  and  the  copy  of  such  petitioa,  viiii  a 
citation  to  any  adverse  possessor,  or  clahuat, 
shall  be  served  on  such  possessor  or  claimaat,  in 
the  ordinary  lesal  manner  of  serving  such  process 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,  at  least  fifteen  dap  be- 
fore the  term  of  the  District  Court  of  the  Uoited 
States,  to  which  the  same  is  made  retumabk; 
and,  in  like  manner,  on  the  District  Attorney  of 
the  United  States,  where  the  Government  is  in- 
terested in  the  defence ;  and  it  shall  be  the  doty 
of  the  United  States'  Attorney  for  the  district  in 
i^hich  the  suit  shall  be  instituted,  in  ali  eases 
where  the  Uhited  States  are  interested  on  account 
of  the  public  domain,  to  take  notice  of  each  peti- 
tion filed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  in  the 
t»aid  district,  and  to  make  defence,  on  all  just  and 
proper  occasions,  in  behalf  of  the  public  interesL 
Sec  2.  4'*id  he  it  further  enacted^  That  erery  p^ 
tition  which  shall  be  presented  under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  shall  be  conducted  according  to 
the  rules  of  a  court  of  equity,  except  that  the  as- 
swer  of  the  District  Attorney  of  the  United  Stato 
shall  not  be  required  to  be  verified  by  his  oatk, 
and  tried,  without  any  continuance,  nnles  kt 
cause  shown  ;  and  the  said  court  shall  have  fe£ 
power  and  authority  to  hear  and  determine  sll 
questions  arising  in  said  cause,  relative  to  the  title 
of  the  claimants,  the  extent,  locality,  and  bosc- 
daries,  of  the  said  claim,  or  other  matters  coe- 
nected  therewith,  fit  and.  proper  to  be  heard  aad 
determined;  and,  by  a  final  decree,  to  settle  tad 
determine  the  question  of  the  Talidity  of  the  ode, 
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iccordiDg  to  the  law  of  nations ;  the  stipulations 
)faDy  treaty,  and  proceedings  under  the  same; 
the  several  acts  of  Congcess  in  relation  thereto  ; 
ind  the  laws  ^nd  ordinances  of  the  Government 
from  which  it  is  alleged  to  have  been  derived  ; 
md  all  other  questions  properly  arising  between 
:he  claimants  and  the  United  £(tates ;  which  de- 
:ree  shall,  in  all  cases,  refer  to  the  treaty,  law,  or 
)rdinance,  under  which  it  is  confirmed  or  decreed 
i^ainst ;  and  the  court  may,  at  its  discretion,  order 
hsputed  facts  to  be  found  by  a  jury.,  according  to 
he  regulations  and  practice  of  the  said  court, 
pvhen  directing  issues  in  chancery  before  the  same 
:ourt ;  and,  in  all  cases,  the  party  against  whom 
he  judgment  or  decree  of  the  said  district  court 
nay  be  finally  given,  shall  be  entitled  to  an  ap** 
>eal,  within  one  year  from  the  time  of  its  rendi- 
tion, to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
he  decision  of  which  Court  sh)ill  be  final  and 
!onclusi¥«  between  the  parties ;  and,  should  no 
ippeal  be  taken,  the  judtttnent  or  decree  of  the  said 
listrict  court  shall,  m  like  manner,  be  final  and 
conclusive. 

Sec.  3.  Aihd  he  ii  fwrther  ^nacUd^  That  the  evi- 
lence  which  has  been  received  by  the  difi*erent 
hbunals  which  have  been  constituted  and  ap- 
)ointed  by  law  to  receive  such  evidence,  and  to 
eport  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
)r  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
ice,  upon  all  claims  presented  to  them,  respect- 
vely,  shall  be  received  and  admitted  in  ev'idence 
br  or  against  the  United  States,  in  all  trials  Under 
his  act,  when  the  person  testifying  is  dead,  or  be- 
rond  the  reach  of  the  court's  process ;  together 
xrith  such  other  testimony  as  it  may  be  in  the 
)ower  of  the  petitioner,  the  person  or  persons  in- 
erested  in  the  defence  made  agaiost  establishing 
iny  claim,  or  the  United  States'  Attorney,  to  pro- 
luce,  and  which  shall  be  admissible,  accordiae 
o  the  rules  of  evidence,  and  the  principles  of 
aw. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,,  in  all 
:ases  in  which  evidence  shall  be  ofiered  bjr  the 
letitioner,  which  has  not  been  received  by  either 
»f  the  tribunals  constituted  by  law  for  that  pur- 
pose, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Attorney  of  the 
Jnited  States  for  the  district  in  which  the  suit 
hall  be  instituted,  or  any  person  interested  in  the 
lefence  may  examine,  or  cause  to  be  examined, 
he  witnesses,  whether  examined  in  court,  or  by 
:ommission  under  the  authority  thereof;  and  it 
hall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
iral  Land  Office  of  the  United  States,  or  the 
leeper  of  any  public  records,  who  n^ay  have  pos- 
ession  of  the  records  and  evidence  of  the  diner- 
!nt  tribunals  which  have  been  constituted  by  law 
br  the  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  Missouri,  as 
leld  by  France,  upon  the  application  of  any  per- 
on  or  persons  whose  claim  to  lands  has  been  re- 
ected  by  such  tribunals,  or  either  of  them,  or  on 
he  application  of  any  person  interested,  or  by  the 
Attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
Missouri,  to  furnish  copies  of  such  evidence,  cer- 
ified  under  his  official  signature,  with  the  seal 
»f  office  thereto  annexed,  if  there  be  a  seal  of 
office. 


Sec.  5.  And  be  U/urther  enacted^  That  any  claim 
to  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  within  the 
purview  of  this  act,  which  shall  not  be  brought 
oy  petition  before  the  said  courts,  within  two  years 
from  the  passing  of  thisact,  or  which,  after  being 
brought  before  the  said  courts,  shall,  on  account 
of  the  neglect  or  delay  of  the  claimant,  not  be 
prosecuted  to  a  final  decision  within  three  years, 
shall  be  for  ever  barred,  both  at  law  and  equity, 
and  no  other  action,  at  common  law.  or  proceed- 
ings in  equity,  shall  ever  thereafter  be  sustained 
in  any  court  whatever,  in  relation  to  said  claims. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  U  further  enacUdy  That,  upon  the 
final  decision  of  any  claim  prosecuted  under  this 
act,  in  favor  of  the  claimant  or  claimants,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  such  claimant  to  demand, 
and  receive  from  the  clerk  of  the  court  in  which 
such  final  decision  is  had,  a  copy  of  the  decree 
in  his,  her,  or  theirTavor,  under  the  official  signa- 
ture of  the  clerk,  and  the  soal  of  the  court,  if  any 
seal  belong  to  it,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  sur- 
veyor of  public  lands  for  the  State  of  Missouri, 
who  shall,  thereupon,  cause  the  land  specified  in 
said  decree  to  be  surveyed  at  the  expense  of  the 
party ;  and  duplicate  plats,  and  certincates  of  the 
survey^  so  made,  to  be  returned  into  his  office,  one 
of  which  shall  remain  in  said  office,  and  the 
other,  authenticated  by  the  attestation  and  official 
signature  of  the  surveyor  of  public  lands,  shall  be 
delivered  on  demand,  to  the  party  interested  there- 
in,*and  the  same  being  presented  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  Washington 
City,  shall  entitle  the  party  interested  to  a  patent 
from  the  President  of  the  united  States. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  in  each 
and  every  case  in  which  any  claim,  tried  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  finally  decided 
against  the  claimant,  and  in  each  and  every  case 
in  which  any  claim,  cognizable  under  the  terms 
of  this  act,  shall  be  barred  by  virtue  of  the  pro- 
vibions  contained  therein,  the  land  specified  in 
such  claim  shall,  forthwith,  be  held  and  taken  as 
a  part  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  Slates, 
suDJect  to  the  same  disposition  as  any  other  pub- 
lic land  in  the  same  district. 

Sec  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  clerk, 
of  said  court  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed, 
when  any  petition  of  claim  is  filed,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  thisact,  before  any  proceedings  thereoi^ 
to  require  good  and  sufficient  security  lor  all  cost 
and  charges  which  may  accrue  thereon  in  prose* 
cuting  the  same  to  a  final  decree ;  and  the  District 
Attorney,  Clerk,  Marshal,  attending  witnesses, 
and  jurors,  shall  severally  be  allowed  such  fees  for 
their  services  and  attendance  as  may  be  allowed 
by  law  for  the  like  services  and  attendance  in  the 
District  Court  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  be  paid 
by  the  party  calling  for  such  service  or  attendance, 
except  where  the  petitioner  or  petitioners  fail  to 
prosecute  his.  her,  or  their  suit,  or  claim,  to  a  final 
decree, or  to  obtain  a  final  decree  in  his,  her,  or  their 
favor,  or  where  any  such  title  or  claim  may  have 
been  presented  to  the  commissioner,  or  the  register 
and  receiver,  acting  as  commissioners,  for  the  ex- 
amination of  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  said  dis- 
trict, and  by  them  has  been  reported  unfavoraUy 
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on;  in  all  which  cases,  all  cost,  charges,  and  ex- 
penses, of  such  prosecutions,  shall  be  paid  by  the 
petitioner  or  petitioners ;  that  the  clerk  oi  the 
court,  in  which  the  final  decree  shall  be  had,  shall 
be  allowed  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  for  the  offi- 
cial copy  of  such  final  decree;  that  the  surveyor 
of  public  lands  shall  be  allowed  one  dollar  for 
each  pf  the  official  certificates  required  of  him ; 
and  the  keeper  of  the  records  and  evidence,  taken 
under  former  acts  of  Congress,  for  the  adjustment 
of  land  titles,  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  ten 
cents  for  every  hundred  words  contained  in  any 
such  written  evidence  of  their  claim,  to  be  paid  by 
the  party  applying  therefor. 

Sec.  9.  Arid  he  U  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  in  which  the  suits  authorized  by  this 
act  shall  be  instituted,  in  every  case  where  the  de- 
cision is  against  the  United  Slates,  and' the  claim 
exceeds  one  thousand  acres,  to  make  out  and  trans- 
mit, to  the  Attorney  General  of  ihe  United  States,, 
a  statement  containing  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 
the  points  of  the  law  on  which  the  same  was  de- 
cided ;  and  if  the  Attorney  General  shall  be  of 
opinion  that  the  decision  of  the  district  court  was 
erroneous,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  direct  an  appeal 
to  be  made  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  appear  for,  and  prosecute,  the  said 
appeal  in  that  court ;  and  it  shall  be  the  further 
duty  of  the  District  Attorney  to  observe  the  in- 
structions given  to  him  by  the  Attorney  General 
in  that  respect. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Marshal  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, by  himself  or  deputy,  to  attend  the  said 
court  while  in  session,  and  to,  execute  all  process 
to  him  directed  by  the  court,  under  this  act. 

Sec.  tl.  And  he  it  fiirther  enacted,  That  if,  in 
any- case,  it  should  so  happen  that  the  lands,  tene- 
ments, or  hereditaments,  decreed  to  any  claimant, 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act^  shall  have  been 
sold  by  the  United  States,  or  otherwise  disposed 
of,  or  if  the  same  shall  not  have  been  heretofore 
located,  in  each  and  every  such  case,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  party  interested,  to  enter, 
after  the  same  shall  have  been  offered  at  public 
sale,  the  like  quantitjp  of  land,  in  parcels,  conform- 
able to  sectional  divisions  and  subdivisions, in  any 
land  office  in  the  State  of  Missouri ;  and,  if  it 
should  so  happen,  that,  in  making  such'  entries, 
there  should  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  enterer  a 
fractional  excess  of  acres,  of  less  number  than 
the  smallest  sectional  divisions  atithorized  by  law 
to  be  sold,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  party 
interested,  to  enter,  in  virtue  of  such  fractional  ex- 
cess^ the  quantity  of  one  half-quarter  section,  upoi^ 
paying  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  for  each 
acre  contained  in  such  half-quarter  section,  over 
and  above  the  fractional  excess  to  which  he  may 
be  entitled  by  such  confirmation. 

Sec.  12.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  efifect  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  the  judge  of  the  District  Court  for  the 
State  of  Missouri  shall  hold  his  sessions  at  the 
following  places,  viz:  at  the  town  of  St.  Louis, 
in  the  county  of  St.  Louis,  on  the  third  Monday  of 


September  next ;  at  the  town  of  St. 
the  county  of  St.  Genevieve,  on  the  third  Moodaj 
of  -December  next ;  and  at  the  town  of  Jaeksoa, 
the  county  of  Cape  Girardeau,  on  the  third 


m 


Monday  of  April  next ;  he  shall  appoint  ins  ovn 
clerks;  and,  after  the  first  and  each  of  the  siid 
sessions,  he  shall  thereafter  sit  upon  taisevn  ad- 
journments, at  the  places  aforesaid,  antfl  til  liie 
business  before  him  shall  l)e  completed, or  ifaetiaie 
limitdl  by  this  act  shall  have. expired  ;  of  wfach 
said  adjournments,  and  the  time  of  holdinf  ike 
special  sessions,  aforesaid,  public  notice  sh^  Ve 
given  at  each  of  the  places  aforesaid,  aod  at  sMk 
other  places,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  as  he  sbU 
direct:  Provided,   That,  at  either  of  the  pbea 
aforesaid,  the  court  may  take  cogntzaDoe  and  jo- 
risdiction  of  any  claim  withiu  the  limits  of  ilK 
State :  Provided  moreover,  That,  if  there  shoald  be 
any  person  defending  against  the  confirnation  of 
such  claim,  in  such«ase  the  trial,  iu  case  be^afl 
request  the  same,  shall  be 'had  at  that  plaee  near- 
est the  residence  of  such  person  defending  against 
such  confirmation  r  Provided,  That  Done  of  the 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  ap|>lied  to  a  daia 
of  the  representatives  or  assignees  of  Jaeqaes  Gla- 
morgan, deceased, lying  between  the  Mtssoari  aad 
Mississippi  rivers,  and  covering  partsof  tbecooa- 
ties  of  St.  Charles  and  Lincoln,  in  the  State  of 
Missouri. 

Sec.  13.  AndheUfwiheremaeUd,  ThattheDo- 
trict -Judge  for  the  State  of  Missouri  sbaU^  wkiie 
in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  by  ^'lact, 
be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  eight  hundred  dottais  per 
annum,  in  addition  to  his  s^ry  as  Distria  Jadge 
for  the  State  of  Missouri,  which  shall  beiaful 
for  his  services. 

Sec  14.  And  he  U  fkmiher  enacted.  That  all  tSie 
provisions  of  this  act  shaH  extend  to,  and  be  ap- 
plicable to,  the  Territory  of  Arkansas;  aad, for 
the  purpose  of  finally  settling  auid  adjusiiDf  the 
titles  and  claims  to  lands  derived  from  theFreaek 
and  Spanish  GovernmeDts,  respectively,  the  Sa- 
perior  Court  for  the  Territory  of  Arkaaoas  shall 
have,  hold,  and  exercise  jurisdiction,  ia  ail  caass, 
in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  restric- 
tions and  regulations,  in  all  respect^  as  bf  this 
act  is  given  to  the  District  Court  for  the  Stale  of 
Missouri ;  and  the  Judges  for  the  Sa^erior  Cawt, 
Clerk  of  said  Court,  Marshal,  and  District  Attor- 
ney of  the  United  States  for  the  said  Territory, 
shall,  severally,  perform  the  same  doti^  and  have 
the  same  powers,  in  relation  to  the  claims  to  laai 
presented  and  proseeiited  in  said  Court,  ia  ^ 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  aa  is  herein  provided  will 
regard  to  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  preseaiei 
and  prosecuted  in  the  District  Court  lor  the  Stale 
of  Missouri;  and  the  Jiidges  of  said  Snperiff 
Court,  the  Clerk,  Marshal,  and  District  Attoraef, 
shall,  each,  severally,  receive  the  same  fees,  emA- 
uments,  and  compensation,  for  their  services,  as 
is  in  this  act  provided,  in  renrd  to  the  D^trief 
Judge,  Clerk,  Marshal,  and  District  Attorney,  a 
the  State  of  Missouri ;  and  the  said  Court  shai 
commence  its  first  session  on  the  first  BAonday  ia 
October  next,  at  Little  Rock,  in  the  Tenitorraf 
Arkansas ;  and,  afterwards^  shall  sit  upon  it»«vB 
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adjournments,  at  the  place  aforesaid,  until  all  the 
business  before  it  shall  be  completed,  or  the  time 
limited  by  this  act  shall  have  expired  ;  of  which, 
public  notice  shall  be  given,  as  is  provided  in  this 
act,  in  relation  to  the  District  Court  of  the  State 
of  Missouri:  Praoidid,  That  in  all  cases  of  a  de- 
cree against  the  United  States,  for  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  land  than  five  huddred  acres,  in  the  Su- 
perior Court  of  Arkansas,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Attorney  of  the  United  States  to  transmit  to 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  a  like  statement  of  the  facts  and 
points  of  law  in  the  case,  as  is  required  of  the 
District  Attorney  of  Missouri ;  and  the  same  right 
of  appeal,  from  the  decisions  of  the  Court  in  Ar- 
kansas, shall  be  allowed  to  each  party,  that  are 
prescribed  in  relation  to  decisions  in  the  District 
Court  of  Missouri. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  none  of 
the  provisions  of  the  fourteenth  section  shall  ex- 
tend  to  claims  of  a  larger  amount  than  one  league 
square. 

Approved,  May  26, 1S24. 


An  Act  to  estmblish  an  additional  Land  Office  in  the 

State  of  Missouri. 

Be  it  enactedy  ^c.  That  so  much  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States,  included  in  the  present 
district  of  St.  Louis,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  as 
lies  within  the  following  boundaries,  to  wit :  Be- 
ginning 00  the  Mississippi  river,  between  town- 
ships numbered  forty-eight  and  forty-nine;  thence, 
west,  to  the  range  line  between  ranges  ten  atid 
eleven ;  thence,  north,  to  the  township  line  be- 
tween townships  numbered  fifty-two  and  fifty- 
three;  thence,  west,  to  the  range  line  between 
ranges  thirteen  and  fourteen ;  thence,  north,  to  the 
northern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Missouri; 
thence,  east,  with  the  State  line  to  the  river  Des- 
moines;  thence,  with  the  river  Desmoines,  and 
the  State  line,  to  the  Mississippi  river;  thence, 
with  and  down  the  Mississippi  river,  to  the  place 
of  beginning,  so  as  to  include  all  the  islands  with- 
in the.  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  shall  be 
formed  into  a  new  land  district,  to  be  called  *^  the 
District  of  Salt  River;"  and,  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands  within  the  district  hereby  constitu- 
ted, there  shall  be  a  land  office  established  at  such 
place,  within  the  said  district,  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  may  designate* 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  furtJur  enacted,  That  there 
shaU  be  a  Register  and  Receiver  appointed  to  said 
office,  to  superintend  the  sales  of  public  lands  in 
the  said  district,  and  who  shall  reside  at  the  place 
where  said  office  is  established,  give  security  in 
the  same  manner  and  sums,  and  whose  compen- 
sation, emoluments,  duties,  and  authorities,  shall, 
in  every  respect,  be  the  same,  in  relation  to  the 
lands  to  be  disposed  of,  at  their  offices,  as  are  or 
may  be,  by  law,  provided,  in  relation  to  the  Re- 
gisters and  Receivers  of  Public  Moneys  in  the 
several  offices  established  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
landb. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  all  such 
public  lands,  embraced  within  the  district  created 
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by  this  act,  which  shall  have  been  offered  for  ^le 
to  the  highest  bidder,  at  St.  Louis,  pursuant  to 
any  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  lands  remain  unsold  at  the 
taking  effect  of  this  act,  shall  be  subject  to  be  en- 
tered and  sold  at  private  sale,  by  tjie  proper  officer 
or  officers  of  the  land  office  hereby  created,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  subject  to  the  same  terms,  and 
upon  the  like  conditions,  as  the  sales  of  said  lands 
would  have  been  subject  to,  in  the  land  office  at 
St.  Louis,-  had  they  remained  attached  to  that 
office. 
Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  making  further  appropriations  for  the  Military 
Service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  aAd  for  other 
purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  wit: 

For  pay  of  a  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs 
at  St.  Louis,  and  the  several  Indian  Agent«,  as  al- 
lowed by  laW;  twenty-six  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

'  For  the  pay  of  Sub-Agents,  as  allowed  by  law, 
thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  dollars; 

For  presents  to  Indians,  as  authorized  by  act  of 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  ten  thou- 
sand dollars ; 

For  contingent  expenses,  ninety-five  thousand 
dollars ; 

For  making  the  surveys,  compensation  to  the 
Commissioners,  and  other  incidental  expenses, 
under  the  act  "  for  establishing  a  National  Armory 
on  the  Western  waters,*'  in  addition  to  the  sum 
heretofore  appropriated  by  the  said  act,  four  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars; 

For  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  fuel,  sta- 
tionery, and  contingencies  Of  the  Military  Acade- 
my, eleven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  salaries  of  two  Clerks  in  the  second 
Auditor's  Office,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  the 
tweotietb  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen,  and  not  included  in  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  ninth  of  January, 
transmitting  the  annual  estimates  of  appropriations 
for  the  present  year,  two  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  furtker  enacted.  That  the  sum 
of  twenty  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  and  seventy  cents,  in  addition  to  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  the  appropriation  of  the  act  of 
the  seventh  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-two,  of  twenty-nine  thousand  four 
hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  and  thirty  cents, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  title  of  the  Creek  Indians  to 
the  land  now  occupied  by  them,  lying  within  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  fuiriher  enacted,  That  the  seve- 
ral sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 


3267 


APPENDIX, 


m 


Public  Acta  of 'Congress. 


priated:  Provided,  however^  That  no  money,  appro- 
priated by  this  act,  shall  be  paid  to  any  person, 
for  his  compensation,  who  is  in  arrears  to  the 
United  States,  until  sach  person  shall  hare  ac- 
counted for,  and  paid  into  the  Treasury,  all  sums 
for  which  he  may  be  liable:  Provided  fiiHher,  That 
nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  extend  to 
balances  arising  solely  from  the  depreciation  of 
Treasury  notes,  received  by  such  person,  to  be  ex- 
pended in  the  public  service ;  but  in  all  cases  where 
the  pay  or  salary  of  vlhj  person  is  withheld,  in 
pursuance  with  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
accounting  officer,  if  demanded  by  the  party,  his 
agent,  or  attorney,  to  report,  forthwith,  to  the 
agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  the  balance 
due;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  agent, 
within  sixty  dajrs  thereafter,  to  order  suit  to  be 
commenced  agamst  such  delinquent  and  his  sure- 
ties. 
Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  granting  donations  of  land  to  certain  actual 
settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  commissioners  for 
ascertaining  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  Florida 
be^  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  required, 
Within  their  respective  districts,  and  in  addition  to 
their  former  duties,  to  receive  and  examine  all 
claims  that  may  be  presented  to  them,  and  the  evi- 
dence in  support  of  each  of  such  claims,  founded 
on  habitation  and  cultivation  of  any  tract  of  land, 
town,  or  city  lot,  or  out-l^t,  by  any  pers9n,  beiag 
the  head  of  a  family,  and  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
who,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  actually  in- 
habited and  cultivated  such  tract  of  land,  or  actu- 
ally cultivated  and  improved  such  lot,  or  who,  on 
that  day,  cultivated  any  tract  of  land  in  the  vicinity 
of  any  jtown  or  city,  having  a  permanent  residence 
in  such  town  or  city,  in  said  Territory ;  and  to 
srant  certificates  of  confirmation  for  any  tract  of 
land  thus  inhabited  and  cultivated,  or  cultivated 
by  any  person  of  the  above  description,  residing 
in  any  town  or  city  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tract  so 
cultivated ;  which  land  shall  be  located  in  an  en- 
tire body,  as  nearly  as  possible,  in  conformity  to 
the  surveys  of  the  contiguous  public  lande,  and  so 
as  to  embrace  the  principal  improvements  then 
made  on  any  tract  so  claimed,  and  shall  not  ex- 
ceed in  quantity  six  hundred  and  forty  acres :  And 
it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  said  Commissioners 
to  receive  claims  to  land  founded  on  habitation 
and  cultivation,  commenced  between  the  twenty- 
second  of  February,  one  thpusand  eight  hundred 
and  nineteen,  and  the  seventeenth  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  when 
Florida  was  surrendered  to  the  United  Slates,  and 
evidence  in  support  of  the  same ;  and  to  report  fin 
abstract  of  all  such  claims  to  Congress,  and  of  the 
claims  by  them  confirmed,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  and  the  claims  merely  reported  on 
shall  be  laid  before  Congress  at  their  next  session, 
with  the  evidence  of  the  time,  nature,  and  extent 
of  such  habitation  and  cultivation,  in  each  case, 
and  the  extent  of  the  claim :  Provided^  That  no 


claim  shall  be  received,  confirmed,  or  report«i  ki 
Qongress,  by  the  said  Commissioners,  for  eooSr- 
mation,  in  favor  of  any  person,  or  the  legil  npn- 
sentatives  of  any  person,  who  claims  aoytnet  of 
land  in  s^id  Territory,  by  virtue  of  any  wrineo 
evidence  of  the  title  derived  from  either  tiieBm- 
iah  or  Spanish  Governments. 
Approved,  May  26,  iB24. 


An  Act  granting  certain  lots  of  ground  to  theCsfo- 
ration  of  the  City  of  Mobile,  and  to  certain  M^ 
uais  of  Eaid  city. 

Be  it  eiuicted,  ^c,  That  all  the  right  and  dui 
of  the  United  States  to  the  lots  known  as  itic  ^ 
pital  and  bake-house  lots,  containiag  abosi  tW 
fourths  of  an  acre  of  land,  in  the  city  of  Mobiif 
in  the  State  of  Alabama ;  and  also  all  the  ri^: 
and  claim  of  the  United  States  to  all  the  lots  ig; 
sold  or  confirmed  to  individuals,  either  by  this  oi 
any  former  act,  and  to  which  no  eqaitable  \u 
exists  in  &vor  of  any  individual  under  thisotuy 
other  act,  between  high-water  mark  and  tbecbi^ 
nel  of  the  river,  and  between  Church  street  ai! 
North  Boundary  street,  in  front  of  the  said  citr. 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  vested  in  the  Maro: 
and  Aldermen  of  the  said  city  of  Mobile  forib; 
time  being,  and  their  successors  in  office,  for  tiit 
sole  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  city,  fore?er. 

Sec.  2.  Aivd  be  ii  farther  enacted,  That  all  m 
right  and  claim  of  the  United  States  to  so  oaoF 
of  the  lots  of  ground  east  of  Water  streetudlK- 
tween  Church  street  and  North  Bouodarr s^ieei 
now  known  as  water  lots,  as  are  situated  betveeo 
the  channel  of  the  river  and  the  front odbe lot! 
known  under  the  Spanish  Governmeoiasvatti 
lots,  in  the  said  city  of  Mobile,  whereon  impwT^ 
ments  have  been  made,  be  and  the  same  are  beieb\ 
vested  in  the  several  proprietors  and  occapantso' 
each  of  the  lots  heretofore  fronting  on  the  nter 
Mobile,  except  in  cases  where  such  proprieiore 
occupant  has  alienated  his  right  to  aof  sochio^. 
no\y  designated  a^  a  water  lot,  or  the  Spants 
Government  has  made  a  new  grant  or  order  c: 
survey  for  the  same,  during  the  time  itvbkh  the)' 
bad  the  power  to  grant  the  same;  ia  wticl c^-jf ' 
the  right  and  claim  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
and  is  hereby  vested  in  the  j)ersontowboBisQcli 
alienation,  grant,  or  order  of  surrey,  wis  twde, 
or  in  his  legal  representative:  Pn/ridal,  Twt 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  coQsir?^ 
to  affect  the  claim  or  claim.^,  if  any  such  tbere» 
of  any  individual  or  individuals,  or  of  any  W' 
politic  or  corporate. 

Approved,  May  26,  18^. 


An  Act  to  complete  the  Survey  of  the  Southern  is. 
Western  Boundary  of  the  Stale  of  Missoaii 
Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  sum  of  fifteen  ha 
dred  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  la  '•^ 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  (o » 
applied  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  ^ 
Treasury,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropria^ 
to  complete  the  payment  for  surveying  tbesoja 
ern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  as^K 
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much  of  (he  western  boundary  line  thereof  as  lies 
south  of  the  Missouri  river. 
Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  making  an  appropriation  towards  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  Quaapau  titles  to  lands  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas, 

Be  it  enacted,  d^c,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  duaupau  Indians, 
for  the  extinguishment  of  their  title  to  lands  in 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act  of  Congress,  passed 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  entitled  **An  act  making  fur- 
ther  provision  for  settling  the  claims  te  land  in  the 
Territory  of  Missonri." 

^e  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  individual  owners  or  claimants  of  town  or 
village  lots,  and  common  field  lots,  in,  adioining, 
or  belonging  to  the  several  towns  or  villages  of 
Portage  des  Sioux,  St.  Charles,  St.  Louis,  St. 
Ferdinand,  Villa  &  Robert,  Carondelet,  St.  Gene- 
vieve, New  Madrid,  New  Bourbon,  and  Little 
Prairie,  in  Missouri,  and  the  village  of  Arkansas, 
in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  whose  lots  were  con- 
firmed by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  thirtieth  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
entitled  "An  act  making  further  provision  for  set- 
tling the  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri." on  the  ground  of  inhabitation,  cultivation, 
or  possession,  prior  to  the  twentieth  day  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  to 
proceed,  within  eighteen  months  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  to  designate  their  said  lots  by  proving, 
before  the  recorder  of  land  titles  for  said  State 
and  Territory,  the  fact  of  such  inhabitation,  culti- 
vation, or  possession,  and  the  boundaries  and  extent 
of  each  claim,  so  as  to  enable  the  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral to  distinguish  the  private  from  the  vacant 
lots,  appertaining  to  the  said  towns  and  villages. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furtJier  enacted,  That,  immedi- 
ately after  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  allowed 
for  proving  such  facts,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Surveyor  Greneral,  within  whose  district  such 
lots  lie,  to  proceed,  under  the  instructions  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  to 
survey,  designate,  and  set  apart  to  the  said  towns 
and  villages,  respectively,  so  many  of  the  said 
vacant  town  or  village  lots,  out  lots,  and  common 
field  lots,  for  the  support  of  schools  in  the  said 
towns  and  villages,  resp^tively,  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  not,  before  that  time, 
have  reserved  for  military  purposes,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding one-twentieth  part  of*  the  whole  lands 
included  in  the  general  survey  of  such  town,  or 
village,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  second 
section  of  the  above  mentioned  act  of  Congress ; 
of^  [and]  also,  to  survey  and  designate,  so  soon 
after  the  passage  of  this  act  as  may  be,  the  com- 


mons belonging  to  said  towns  and  villages,  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  claims  and  confirmations, 
under  the  said  act  of  Congress,  where  the  same 
has  not  been  already  done:  Provided,  That  lots 
relinquished  to  the  United  States  on  account  of 
damages  done  them  by  the  earthquakes,  and  in 
lieu  of  which  laiids  have  been  located  elsewhere, 
shall  neither  be  so  designated  or  set  apart,  nor 
taken  into  the  estimate  of  the  quantity  to  which 
any  town  or  village  is  entitled. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Re- 
corder shall  issue  a  certificate  of  confirmation  for 
each  claim  confirmed,  and  shall  receive  for  the 
services  required  of  him  by  this  act  the  sum  of  one 
dollar  for  each  lot  so  proved  to  have  been  inhab- 
ited, cultivated,  and  possessed,  to  be  paid  by  the 
respective  claimants;  and,  so  soon  as  the  said 
term  shall  have  expired,  he  shall  furnish  the  Sur- 
veyor General  with  a  list  of  the  lots  so  proved  to 
have  been  inhabited,  cultivated,  or  possessed,  to 
serve  as  his  guide  in  distinguishing  them  from  the 
vacant  lots  to  be  set  apart  as  above  described,  and 
shall  transmit  a  copy  of  such  list  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General. Land  Office. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  and  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  the 
thirtieth  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended  to 
the  village  of  Mine  &  Burton,  and  the  right  of 
filing  their  claims  with  the  Recorder. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  granting  to  the  Counties' or  Parishes  of  each 
State  and  Territory  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
'the  public  lands  are  situated,  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion to  quartet  sections  of  land,  fior  seats  of  justice 
within  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  there  be  granted  to  the 
several  counties  or  parishes  of  each  State  and 
Territory  of  the  United  States,  where  there  are 
public  lands,  at  the  minin^um  price  for.  which 
public  lands  of  the  United  States  are  sold,  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  one-quarter  section  of 
land,  in  each  of  the  counties  or  parishes  of  said 
States  and  Territories,  in  trust  for  said  counties 
or  parishes,  respectively,  for  the  establishment  of 
seats  of  justice  therein:  Provided,  The  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  each  of  said  quarter  sections  shall 
be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public 
buildings  in  the  county  or  parish  for  which  it  is 
located,  after  deducting  therefrom  the  amount 
originally  paid  for  the  same :  And  provided  further, 
That  the*  seat  of  justice  for  said  counties  or  par- 
ishes, respectively,  shall  be  fixed  previously  to  a 
sale  of  the  adjoining  lands  within  the  county  or 
parish  for  which  the  same  is  located. 

Sec.  2.  Avid  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  such  acts,  heretofore  passed,  granting  to  States 
rights  of  pre-emption,  for  county  or  parish  pur- 
poses, as  require  said  seats  of  justice  to  be  con- 
tinued at  or  near  the  centre  of  each  of  said  coun- 
ties or  parishes,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 
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on;  in  all  which  cases,  all  cost,  charges,  and  ex- 
penses, of  such  prosecutions,  shall  be  paid  by  the 
petitioner  or  petitioners ;  that  the  clerk  ot  the 
court,  in  which  the  final  decree  shall  be  had,  shall 
be  allowed  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  for  the  offi- 
cial copy  of  such  final  decree ;  that  the  surveyor 
of  public  lands  shall  be  allowed  one  dollar  for 
each  of  the  ofiicial  certificates  required  of  him ; 
and  the  keeper  of  the  records  and  evidence,  taken 
under  former  acts  of  Congress,  for  the  adjustment 
of  land  titles,  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  o£  ten 
cents  for  every  hundred  words  contained  in  any 
such  written  evidence  of  their  claim,  to  be  paid  by 
the  party  applying  therefor. 

Sec.  9.  Ana  he  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  in  which  the  suits  authorized  by  this 
act  shall  be  instituted,  in  every  case  where  the  de- 
cision is  against  the  United  States,  and' the  claim 
exceeds  one  thousand  acres,  to  make  out  and  trans- 
mit, to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States, 
a  statement  containing  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 
the  points  of  the  law  on  which  the  same  was  de- 
cided ;  and  if  the  Attorney  General  shall  be  of 
opinion  that  the  decision  ot  the  district  court  was 
erroneous,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  direct  an  appeal 
to  be  made  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  appear  for,  and  prosecute,  the  said 
appeal  in  that  court ;  and  it  shall  be  the  further 
duty  of  the  District  Attorney  to  observe  the  in- 
structions given  to  him  by  the  Attorney  General 
in  that  respect. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  U  fu/rther  enacUd,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Marshal  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, by  himself  or  deputy,  to  attend  the  said 
court  while  in  session,  and  to,  execute  all  process 
to  him  directed  fa^  the  court,  under  this  act. 

Sec  tl.  And  he  U  farther  enacted,  That  if,  in 
any*  case,  it  should  so  happen  that  the  lands,  tene- 
ments, or  hereditaments,  decreed  to  any  claimant, 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  have  been 
sold  by  the  United  States,  or  otherwise  disposed 
of,  or  if  the  same  shall  not  have  been  heretofore 
located,  in  each  and  every  such  case,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  party  interested,  to  enter, 
after  the  same  shall  have  l)een  ofiered  at  public 
sale,  the  like  quantity  of  land,  in  parcels,  conform- 
able to  sectional  divisions  and  subdivisions, in  any 
land  ofiSce  in  The  State  of  Missouri;  and,  if  it 
should  so  happen,  that,  in  making  such'  entries, 
there  should  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  enterer  a 
fractional  excess  of  acres,  of  less  number  than 


the  smallest  sectional  divisions  authorized  by  law 
to  be  sold,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  party 
interested,  to  enter,  in  virtue  of  such  fractional  ex- 
cess^ the  quantity  of  one  half-quarter  section,  upoi) 
paying  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  for  each 
acre  contained  in  such  half-quarter  section,  over 
and  above  the  fractional  excess  to  which  he  may 
be  entitled  by  such  confirmation. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  the  judge  of  the  District  Court  for  the 
State  of  Missouri  shall  hold  his  sessions  at  the 
following  places,  viz:  at  the  town  of  St.  Louis, 
in  the  county  of  St.  Loais,  on  the  third  Monday  of  j 


September  next ;  at  the  town  of  St  G«DeTieTe.ii 
the  county  of  St.  Genevieve,  on  the  third  Mocdn 
of  December  next;  and  at  the  towa oif Jiei^oa 
in  the  county  of  Cape  Girardeao,  ob  tbe  m' 
Monday  of  April  next ;  he  shall  n^pmhkown 
clerks;  and,  af^r  the  first  and  each  of  tbe  said 
sessions,  he  shall  thereafter  sit  upon  hisofaKj. 
iournpaents,  at  the  places  aforesaid,  aotil  iH  ^ 
business  before  him  shall  l{e  completed,orib{iiQe 
limited  by  this  act  shall  have-expifed;  of  iWli 
said  adjournments,  and  the  timeof  holdiB^k 
special  sessions,  aforesaid,  public  notice  sbibite 
given  at  each  of  the  places  aforesaid,  aodatsn 
other  places,  in  the  State  of  MissoQri,asiie^ 
direct :  Provided,    That,  at  either  of  (he  piacs 
aforesaid,  the  court  may  take  cognizioce  and  ji' 
risdiction  of  any  claim  within  the  limibof  tte 
State:  Provided  moreover.  That,  if  there shooidiK 
any  person  defending  against  the  confiroaQODof 
such  claim,  in  such^^ase  thetrial,  iacasebeslyfl 
request  the  same,  shall  be 'had  at  that  place  Bear* 
est  the  residence  of  such  person  defending  agaifiit 
such  confirmation  r  Provided,  That  nooe  of  tlx 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  applied  toaclaia 
of  the  representatives  or  assignees  of  Jacqun  Cb- 
morgan,  deceased,  lying  between  theMrssonriafid 
Mississippi  rivers,  and  covering  parts  of  tbe  coun- 
ties of  St.  Charles  and  Lincoln,  iii  the  Sate  of 
Missouri. 

Sec  13.  And  he  it  finrther  enacUd,  ThiitlieDis- 
trict  Judge  for  the  State  of  Missouri  shall,  whik 
in  the  discharge  of.the  duties  imposed  bfiliis act, 
be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  eight  hundred  doUtn  per 
annum,  in  addition  to  his  salary  as  District  Joilffe 
for  the  State  of  Missouri,  which  shall  be  in  foil 
for  his  services. 

Sec  14.  And  he  it  fMher  euaeled,  That  ill  die 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  extend  to^  and  be  ap- 
plicable to,  the  Territory  of  Arkiwas;  M(l,for 
the  purpose  of  finally  settling  and  adjosiing  tiK 
titles  and  claims  to  lands  derived  from  the  French 
and  Spanish  Governments,  respectirely,  (heSo* 
perior  Court  for  the  Territory  of  Arkaasai  sbaU 
have,  hold,  and  exercise  jurisdictioa,  in  ail  «s^ 
in  the  same  manner,  and  under  theaiac  restn> 
tions  and  regulations,  in  all  respects,  as  by  this 
act  is  given  to  the  District  Court  for  rhe  Stale  at 
Missouri :  and  the  Judges  for  the  Saprior  Oowt, 
Clerk  of  said  Court,  Marshal,  aad  Dtitiwi  A««- 
ney  of  the  United  States  for  the  said  Temtoiy, 
shall,  severally,  perform  the  same  duties,  and  haw 
the  same  powers,  in  relation  to  tbe  claims  to  m 
presented  and  prosectited  in  said  Couri,  m  w 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  as  is  herein  provided  wra 
regard  to  the  titles  and  claims  to  laod  presMW 
and  prosecuted  in  the  District  Court  fof «« =>» 
of  Missouri;   and  the  Judges  of  aaidSupenw 

Court,  the  Clerk,  Marshal,  and  Distrrct  Attornj 
shall,  each,  severally,  receive  ihe  same  fees,  eoi^ 
uments,  and  compensation,  for  their »^'<*V. 
is  in  this  act  provided,  in  regard  to  the  Ub^ 
Judge,  Clerk,  Marshal,  and  District  Attorney^ 
the  State  of  Missouri ;  and  the  said  Court  "^ 
commence  its  first  session  on  the  first  Mo?"!, 
October  next,  at  Little  Rock,  in  the  Tern  onr« 
Arkansas  j  and,  afterwards,  shall  sit  upon »«««» 
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djournments,  at  the  place  aforesaid,  UDtil  all  tbe 
•usiness  before  it  shall  be  completed,  or  the  time 
iniited  by  this  act  shall  have  expired  ;  of  which, 
ublic  notice  shall  be  giveUy  as  is  pronded  in  this 
ct,  in  relation  to  the  District  Court  of  the  State 
f  Missouri :  Provided,  That  in  all  cases  of  a  de- 
ree  against  the  United  States,  for  a  greater  quaa- 
ity  of  land  than  five  huddred  acres,  in  the  Su- 
erior  Court  of  Aricansas,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
he  Attorney  of  the  United  States  to  transmit  to 
tie  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  as 
oon  as  may  be,  a  like  statement  of  the  facts  and 
oints  of  law  in  the  ease,  as  is  required  of  the 
)istrict  Attorney  of  Missouri ;  and  the  same  right 
f  appeal,  from  the  decisions  of  the  Court  in  Ar- 
ansas, shall  be  allowed  to  each  party,  that  are 
rescribed  in  relation  to  decisions  m  the  District 
)ourt  of  Missouri. 

Sec.  15.  Ajid  he  it  furth^  enacted,  That  none  of 
tie  provisions  of  the  fourteenth  section  shall  ex* 
snd  to  claims  of  a  larger  amount  than  one  league 
luare. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


kn  Act  to  ettablith  an  additional  Land  Office  in  the 

State  of  Missouri. 

Be  it  enactedy  ^c.  That  so  much  of  the  public 
inds  of  the  Uniteu  States,  included  in  the  present 
istrict  of  St.  Louis,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  as 
es  within  the  following  boundaries,  to  wit:  Be- 
in  ning  on  the  Mississippi  river,  between  town- 
tiips  numbered  forty-eight  and  forty-nine;  thence, 
rest,  to  the  range  line  between  ranges  ten  ahd 
lev  en ;  thence^  north,  to  the  township  line  be- 
ween  townships  numbered  fifty-two  and  fifty- 
2ree;  thence,  west,  to  the  range  line  between 
inges  thirteen  and  fourteen ;  thence,  north,  to  the 
orthern  boundary  line  of  tbe  State  of  Missouri; 
lence,  east,  with  the  State  line  to  the  river  Des- 
loines;  thence,  with  the  river  Desmoines,  and 
le  State  line,  to  the  Mississippi  river;  thence, 
'ith  and  down  the  Mississippi  river,  to. the  place 
f  beginning,  so  as  to  include  all  the  islands  with- 
I  the.  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  shall  be 
irmed  into  a  new  land  district,  to  be  called  *^  tbe 
district  of  Salt  River;"  and,  for  the  sale  of  the 
jblic  lands  within  the  district  hereby  constitu- 
d,  there  shall  be  a  land  ofiSce  established  at  such 
lace,  within  the  said  district,  as  the  President  of 
le  United  States  may  designate* 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
tail  be  a  Register  and  Receiver  appointed  to  said 
£ce,  to  superintend  the  sales  of  public  lands  in 
le  said  district,  and  who  shall  reside  at  the  place 
here  said  ofiice  is  established,  give  security  in 
le  same  manner  and  sums,  and  whosecompen- 
Ltion,  enxoluments,  duties,  and  authorities,  shall, 
L  every  respect,  be  the  same,  in  relation  to  the 

nds  to  be  disposed  of,  at  their  offices,  as  are  or 
lay  be,  by  law,  provided,  in  relation  to  the  Re- 
isters  and  Receivers  of  Public  Moneys  in  the 
iveral  offices  established  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
.nd». 

See.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  such 
iiblic  lands,  embraced  within  the  district  created 
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by  this  act,  which  shall  have  been  offered  for  sale 
to  the  highest  bidder,  at  St.  Louis,  pursuant  to 
any  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  lands  remain  un.sold  at  the 
taking  effect  of  this  act,  shall  be  subject  to  be  en- 
tered and  sold  at  private  sale,  by  i^e  proper  officer 
or  officers  of  the  land  office  hereby  created,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  subject  to  the  same  terms,  and 
upon  the  like  conditions,  as  the  sales  of  said  lands 
would  have  been  subject  to,  in  the  land  office  at 
St.  Louis,'  had  they  remained  attached  to  that 
office. 
Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  making  farther  appropriations  for  the  Military 
Service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-foar»  aitd  for  other 
purposes. 

Be  i$  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  wit: 

For  pay  of  a  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs 
at  St.  Louis,  and  the  several  Indian  Agent«,  as  al- 
lowed by  laW;  twenty-six  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

•  For  the  pay  of  Sub-Agents,  as  allowed  by  law, 
thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  dollars; 

For  presents  to  Indians,  as  authorized  by  act  of 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  ten  thou- 
sand dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses,  ninety-five  thousand 
dollars ; 

For  makin«r  the  surveys,  compensation  to  the 
Commissioners,  and  other  incidental  expenses, 
under  the  act  "  for  establishing  a  National  Armory 
on  the  Western  waters,-'  in  addition  to  the  sum 
heretofore  appropriated  by  the  said  act,  four  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars; 

For  the  Q^uartermaster's  Department,  fuel,  sta- 
tionery, and  contingencies  of  the  Military  Acade* 
my,  eleven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ; 

For  the  salaries  of  two  Clerks  in  the  second 
Auditor's  Office,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  the 
twentieth  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen,  and  not  included  in  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  ninth  of  January, 
transmitting  the  annual  estimates  of  appropriations 
for  the  present  year,  two  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  farther  enacted,  That  the  sum 
of  twenty  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  and  seventy  cents,  in  addition  to  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  the  appropriation  of  the  act  of 
the  seventh  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
add  twenty- two,  of  twenty-nine  thousand  four 
hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  and  thirty  cents, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  title  of  the  Creek  Indians  to 
the  land  now  occupied  by  them,  lying  within  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  fiirther  enacted,  That  the  seve- 
ral sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
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priated:  Provided,  Iwwevefy  That  no  money,  appro- 
priated by  this  act,  shall  be  paid  to  any  person, 
for  his  compensation,  who  is  in  arrears  to  the 
United  States,  until  such  person  shall  have  ac- 
counted for,  and  paid  into  the  Treasury,  all  sums 
for  which  he  may  be  liable:  Provided  farther,  That 
nothing  in  this  sectien  contained  shall  extend  to 
balances  arising  solely  from  the  depreciation  of 
Treasury  notes,  received  by  such  person,  to  be  ex- 
pended in  the  public  service ;  but  in  all  cases  where 
the  pay  or  salary  of  any  person  is  withheld,  in 
pursuance  with  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
accounting  officer,  if  demanded  by  the  party,  his 
agent,  or  attorney,  to  report,  forthwith,  to  the 
agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  the  balance 
due ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  agent, 
within  sixty  days  thereafter,  to  order  suit  to  be 
commenced  agamst  such  delinquent  and  his  sure- 
ties. 
Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  granting  donations  of  land  to  certain  actoal 
MtUers  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  commissioners  fbr 
ascertaining  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  Florida 
be^  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  required, 
within  their  respective  districts,  and  in  addition  to 
their  former  duties,  to  receive  and  examine  all 
claims  that  may  be  presented  to  them,  and  the  evi- 
dence in  support  of  each  of  such  claims,  founded 
on  habitation  and  cultivation  of  any  tract  of  land, 
town,  or  city  lot,  or  out-l^t,  by  any  person,  being 
the  head  of  a  family,  and  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
who,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  actualiy  in- 
habited and  cultivated  such  tract  of  land,  or  actu- 
ally cultivated  and  improved  such  lot,  or  who,  on 
that  day,  cultivated  any  tract  of  land  in  the  vicinity 
of  any  town  or  city,  having  a  permanent  residence 
in  such  town  or  city,  in  said  Territory ;  and  to 
ffrant  certificates  of  confirmation  for  any  tract  of 
land  thus  inhabited  and  cultivated,  or  cultivated 
by  any  person  of  the  above  description,  residing 
in  any  town  or  city  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tract  so 
cultivated ;  which  land  shall  be  located  in  an  en- 
tire body,  as  nearly  as  possible,  in  conformity  to 
the  surveys  of  the  contiguous  public  lande,  and  so 
as  to  embrace  the  principal  improvements  then 
made  on  any  tract  so  claimed,  and  shall  not  ex- 
ceed in  quantity  six  hundred  and  forty  acres :  And 
it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  said  Commissioners 
to  receive  claims  to  land  founded  on  habitation 
and  cultivation,' commenced  between  the  twenty- 
second  of  February,  one  thiousand  eight  hundred 
and  nineteen,  and  the  seventeenth  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  when 
Florida  was  surrendered  to  the  United  Slates,  and 
evidence  in  support  of  the  same ;  and  to  report  ^n 
abstract  of  all  such  claims  to  Congress,  and  of  the 
claims  by  them  confirmed,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  and  the  claims  merely  reported  on 
shall  be  laid  before  Congress  at  their  next  session, 
with  the  evidence  of  the  time,  nature,  and  extent 
of  such  habitation  and  cultivation,  in  each  case, 
and  the  extent  of  the  claim:  Provided^  That  no 


claim  shall  be  received,  confirmed,  or  reported  i3 
Qoogress,  by  the  said  Commissioners,  for  coofir- 
mation,  in  favor  of  any  person,  or  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  any  person,  who  claims  any  tract  of 
land  in  said  Territory,  by  virtue  of  any  wnneo 
evidence  of  the  title  derived  from  either  deBfit- 
ish  or  Spanish  Governments. 
Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  granting  certain  lots  of  ground  to  th«  C«^ 
ration  of  the  City  of  Mobile,  and  to  certain  icsfid- 
oais  of  said  city. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  all  the  right  and  6km 
of  the  United  States  to  the  lots  IcDown  as  ibe  )» 
pital  and  bake-house  lots,  coataining  abont  tbrs- 
iburths  of  an  acre  of  land,  in  the  city  of  Mobalf. 
in  the  State  of  Alabama ;  and  also  all  the  Hfk: 
and  claim  of  the  United  States  to  all  the  lots  &ix 
sold  or  confirmed  to  individuals,  either  by  this » 
any  former  act,  and  to  which  no  equitable  titU 
exists  in  favor  of  any  individual  under  this  or  ut 
other  act,  between  high-water  mark  and  thecbaa- 
nel  of  the  river,  and  between  Church  street  aid 
North  Boundary  street,  in  front  of  the  said  citr. 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  vested  in  the  Mayc: 
and  Aldermen  of  the  said  city  of  Mobile  for  ^ 
time  being,  and  their  successors  in  office,  fctf  tk 
sole  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  city,  forever. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  alJ  tk 
right  and  claim  of  the  United  States  to  so  csav 
of  the  lots  of  ground  east  of  Water  street  sad  be- 
tween Church  street  and  North  Bo ondaiy  street, 
now  known  a:$  water  lots,  as  are  situated  between 
the  channel  of  the  river  and  the  front  of  the  lots 
known  under  the  Spanish  Grovernoieot  aswiter 
lots,  in  the  .^^aid  city  of  Mobile,  whereon  improve- 
meats  have  been  made,  be  and  the  same  are  betebi 
vested  in  the  several  proprietors  and  occapasts&i 
each  of  the  lots  heretofore  fronting  on  the  nTei 
Mobile,  except  in  cases  where  such  propnocr  oc 
occupant  has  alienated  his  right  to  any  socb  bi 
now  designated  asr  a  water  lot,  or  the  Sjmni^ 
Government  has  made  a  new  grant  w  order  o: 
survey  for  the  same,  during  the  tioEie  at  which  ihty 
bad  the  power  to  grant  the  same ;  in  which  ase, 
the  right  and  claim  of  the  United  States  shall  b« 
and  is  hereby  vesied  in  the  j>erson  to  whom  snch 
alienation,  grant,  or  order  of  survey,  was  made, 
or  in  his  legal  representative:     Provided^  Tha: 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  coastrixil 
to  afiect  the  claim  or  claims  if  any  such  there  be 
of  any  individual  or  individuals,  or  of  any  bod? 
politic  or  corporate. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  to  complete  the  Survey  of  the  Southern  c 
Western  Boundary  of  the  State  of  MtcBoari 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  sum  of  fifteen  bu 
dred  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  *>:f 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  t 
applied  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  :ac 
Treasurv,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated 
to  complete  the  payment  for  surveying  the  sos^k- 
em  boundary  line  ofthe  State  of  Missoari,a^«^ 
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much  of  the  western  boundary  line  thereof  as  Lies 
south  of  the  Missouri  river. 
Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  making  an  appropriation  towards  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  Quaapau  titles  to  lands  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas. 

Be  it  enactedj  S'C,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  duaupau  Indians, 
for  the  extinguishment  of  their  title  to  lands  in 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act  of  Congress,  passed 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  entitled  *'An  act  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  settling  the  claims  te  land  in  the 
Territory  of  Missouri." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  individual  owners  or  claimants  of  town  or 
village  lots,  and  common  field  lots,  in,  adioining, 
or  belo  nging  to  the  several  towns  or  villages  of 
Portage  des  Sioux,  St.  Charles,  St.  Louis,  St. 
Ferdinand,  Villa  k  Robert,  Carondelet,  St.  Gene- 
vieve, New  Madrid,  New  fiourbon,  and  Little 
Prairie,  in  Missouri,  and  the  village  of  Arkansas, 
in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  whose  lots  were  con- 
firmed by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  thirtieth  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
entitled  "An  act  making  further  provision  for  set- 
tling the  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri." on  the  ground  of  inhabitation,  cultivation, 
or  possession,  prior  to  the  twentieth  day  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  to 
proceed,  within  eighteen  months  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  to  designate  their  said  lots  by  proving, 
before  the  recorder  of  land  titles  for  said  State 
and  Territory,  the  fact  of  such  inhabitation,  culti- 
vation, or  possession,  and  the  boundaries  and  extent 
of  each  claim,  so  as  to  enable  the  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral to  distinguish  the  private  from  the  vacant 
lots,  appertaining  to  the  said  towns  and  villages. 

Sec.  2.  Aiid  be  it  furtlier  eniacted,  That,  immedi- 
ately after  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  allowed 
for  proving  such  facts,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Surveyor  General,  within  whose  district  such 
lots  lie,  to  proceed,  under  the  instructions  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  to 
survey,  designate,  and  set  apart  to  the  said  towns 
and  villages,  respectively,  so  many  of  the  said 
vacant  town  or  village  lots,  out  lots,  and  common 
field  lots,  for  the  support  of  schools  in  the  said 
towns  and  villages,  resp^tively,  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  not,  before  that  time, 
have  reserved  for  military  purposes,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding one-twentieth  part  of'  the  whole  lands 
included  in  the  general  survey  of  such  town,  or 
village,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  second 
section  of  the  above  mentioned  act  of  Congress ; 
of^  [and]  also,  to  survey  and  designate,  so  soon 
after  the  passage  of  this  act  as  may  be,  the  com- 


mons belonging  to  said  towns  and  villages,  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  claims  and  confirmations, 
under  the  siaid  act  of  Congress,  where  the  same 
has  not  been  already  done:  Provided,  That  lots 
relinquished  to  the  United  States  on  account  of 
damages  done  them  by  the  earthquakes,  and  in 
lieu  of  which' laiids  have  been  located  elsewhere, 
shall  neither  be  so  designated  or  set  apart,  nor 
taken  into  the  estimate  of  the  quantity  to  which 
any  town  or  village  is  entitled. 

Sec.  3.  Aiid  he  it  Jurthtr  enacted,  That  the  Re- 
corder shall  issue  a  certificate  of  confirmation  for 
each  claim  confirmed,  and  shall  receive  for  the 
services  required  of  him  by  this  act  the  sum  of  one 
dollar  for  each  lot  so  proved  to  have  been  inhab- 
ited, cultivated,  and  possessed,  to  be  paid  by  the 
respective  claimants;  and,  so  soon  as  the  said 
term  shall  have  expired,  he  shall  furnish  the  Sur- 
veyor General  with  a  list  of  the  lots  so  proved  to 
have  been  inhabited,  cultivated,  or  possessed,  to 
serve  as  his  guide  in  distinguishing  them  from  the 
vacant  lots  to  be  set  apart  as  above  described,  and 
shall  transmit  a  copy  of  such  list  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General.  Land  Ofiice. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  fiirther  ffnacttd,  That  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  and  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  the 
thirtieth  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended  to 
the  village  of  Mine  k  Burton,  and  the  right  of 
filing  their  claims  with  the  Recorder. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  granting  to  the  Counties' or  Parishes  of  each 
State  and  Territory  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
*  the  public  lands  are  situated,  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion to  quartet  sections  of  land,  fox  seats  of  justice 
within  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  there  be  granted  to  the 
several  counties  or  parishes  of  each  State  and 
Territory  of  the  United  States,  where  there  are 
public  lands,  at  the  minin^um  price  for.  which 
public  lands  of  the  United  States  are  sold,  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  one-quarter  section  of 
land,  in  each  of  .the  counties  or  parishes  of  said 
States  and  Territories,  in  trust  for  said  counties 
or  parishes,  respectively,  for  the  establishment  of 
seats  of  justice  therein:  Provided,  The  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  each  of  said  quarter  sections  shall 
be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public 
buildings  in  the  county  or  parish  for  whicn  it  is 
located,  after  deducting  tberefrom  the  amount 
originally  paid  for  the  same:  And  provided  further, 
That  the' seat  of  justice  for  said  counties  or  par- 
ishes, respectively,  shall  be  fixed  previously  to  a 
sale  of  the  adjoining  lands  within  the  county  or 
parish  for  which  the  same  is  located. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  such  acts,  heretofore  passed,  granting  to  States 
rights  of  pre-emption,  for  county  or  parish  pur- 
poses, as  require  said  seats  of  justice  to  be  con- 
tinued at  or  near  the  centre  of  each  of  said  coun- 
ties or  parishes,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 
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An  Act  making  appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect 
certain  Indian  Treaties. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  ttie  foUowiifg  sums  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  that  is  to 
say: 

For  carrying  into  effect  so  much  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  eighth  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-one,  between  the  United 
Slates,  and  the  Creek  nation,  as  relates  to  the 
compensation  due  to  the  citizens  of  Georgia,  by 
the  Creek  nation,  the  appropriation  heretofore 
made  for  that  object  beine  exhausted,  the  sum  of 
twenty-three  thousand  ilollars ; 

For  the  payment  of  the  annuity  to  the  Creek 
nation,  as  provided  for  by  the  same  article  of  said 
Treaty,  the  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars,  an- 
nually,  for  five  years,  and  the  sura  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  annually,  for  six  years  thereafter  ; 

For  implements  of  husbandry,  and  stock  of 
cattle  and  hog5,  agreeably  to  the  stipulation  con- 
tained in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Florida  Indians,  of  the  eighteenth  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and.  twenty-three,  the  sum  of 
six  thousand  dollars ; 

For  the  payment  of  the  annuity  to  the  Florida 
Indians,  as  provided  for  by  the  third  article  of  said 
treaty,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  annually, 
for  twenty  years; 

For  the  expense  of  rations  to  be  furnished  to 
said  Indians,  agreeably  to  the  fifth  article  of  said 
treaty,  the  sum  of  sixty-five  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred dollars ; 

For  compensation  for  improvements  that  may 
be  abandoned  by  said  Indians,  as  provided  for  by 
the  fifth  article  of  said  treaty,  the  sum  of  four 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars ; 

For  transportation  of  the  different  tribes  to  the 
lands  assigned  them  by  the  said^reaty,  as  pro- 
vided for  by  the  fifth  article  of  the  same,  the  sum 
of  two  thousand  dollars ; 

For  the  establishment  of  a  school,  and  the  sup- 
port of  a  gunsmith  for  said  Indiaos,  as  provided 
for  by  the  sixth  article  of  said  treaty,  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  dollars,  annually,  for  twenty-years ; 

For  running  the  line  of  the  land  assigned  to  said 
Indians,  as  provided  for  in  the  seventh  article  of 
said  treaty,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  farther  enacted,  That  the  said 
sums  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  be  paid 
cot  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  to  regulate  the  mode  of  practice  in  the  Courta 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  District  of  Louisiana. 

Be  U  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  mode  of  proceeding 
in  civil  causes  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
that  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  established  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  shall  be  conformable  to 
the  laws  directing  the  mode  of  practice  in  the 
district  courts  of  the  said  State :  Provided,  That 
th^  judge  of  any  such  court  of  the  United  States 
may  alter  the  times  limited  or  allowed  for  differ- 
ent proceedings  in  the  State  courts,  and  make,  by 
rule,  such  other  provisions  as -may  be  necessary  to 


adapt  the  said  laws  of  procedure  to  the  orgaoiza- 
tion  of  such  courts  of  the  United  States,  aDd  to 
avoid  any  discrepancy,  if  any  such  should  eiist, 
between  such  State  laws  and  the  laws  of  tire 
United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  Tiia:  petit 
jurors,  for  the  trial  oi  all  causes,  as  well  diilas 
criminal,  shall  be  designated,  suoi mooed,  asd  re- 
turned, in  the  manner  that  now  is  directed  bf6e 
laws  of  the  said  State,  with  respect  to  jurors*^ 
serve  in  the  district  courts  of  the  said  Stated 
Louisiana;  and  that  all   the   duties  directed k 
such  State  laws  to  be  performed   by  the  sher& 
and  clerks,  in  relation  to  the  designation,  sqs- 
moning,  and  returning,  such  jurors,  shall  be  per- 
formed by  the  Marshal  of  the  United  States  asd 
the  clerk  of  the  court  of  the  United  States,  is  the 
district  where  such  court  of  the  United  States 
shall  sit,  and  that  the  petit  jurors  to  serve  in  soeii 
court  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  taken  froin 
the  parish  in  which  said  court  holds  its  sesstoos, 
but,  that  the  grand  jurors  may  come  from  asr 
part  of  the  district,  and  may  be  summoned  asd 
empannelled  by  the  Marshal,  in  the  manner  now 
prescribed  ;  and  the  Marshal,  for  the  purpose  d 
designating  such  petit  jurors,  shall  take  the  names 
of  all  persons  liable  to  serve  as  jurors,  from  ti^ 
list  made  by  the  sheriff,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing 
jurors  for  the  district  court  of  the  State ;  andsoea 
number  of  jurors  shall  be  drawn  for  each  term  of 
such  court  of  the  United  States,  or  for  soc^  por- 
tion of 'each  term  as  the  court  may,  by  icirdes, 
direct :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  ooaiaioed 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  jad*e  of 
any  of  tt^e  said  courts  of  the  United  States  ffom 
directing  a  jury  to  be  summoned  from  any  other 
parish  within  the  District,  whenever  it  may  be 
necessary  to  secure  an  impartial  trial ;  but  that, 
in  all  such  cases,  the  names  of  the  jury  shall  be 
also  designated,  by  lot,  in  the  manner  directed  by 
the  laws  of  the  State,  for  dessignating  jurors  to 
serve  in  the  district  coiKts:  And  prmded,  aim, 
That  special  juries  may  be  directed  for  the  trial 
of  any  particular  civil  cause,  by  the  consent  of 
parties,  but  not  otherwise. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  for  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  CircaVt 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  foaith  ciicait  ia 
the  Maryland  District. 

Be  it  enacted,  f>c..  That  the  terms  of  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  IJoited  States  for  the  foqrth  circuit 
in  the  district  of  Maryland,  which  are  now  direct- 
ed by  law  to  be  holden  on  the  first  day  of  Blar 
and  seventh  day  of  November,  in  each  year,  shal 
be  hereafter  holden  on  the  8th  days  of  May  aad 
December  in  each  year,  except  where  such  dap 
shall  occur  on  Sunday,^  when  the  terms  of  tbe 
said  Court  shall  commence  and  be  holden  on  tiie 
next  succeeding  day. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  tiuuied.  That  the  %n 
session  of  the  said  Circuit  Court,  after  the  passa^ 
of  this  act,  shall  be  held  on  the  eighth  day  of  ^ 
cember,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and'tweafr* 
four. 


3273 


APPENDIX. 


3274 


Public  Acts  of  Congress. 


Sec.  3.  And  he  it  fiurther  enacted^  That  all  pro- 
cess which  may  have  issued,  or  which  may  here- 
after issue,  returnable  to  the  next  succeeding 
terms,  as  heretofore  established,  shall  be  held  re- 
turnable, and  be  returned,  to  those  terms  to  which 
they  are  severally  changed  by  this  act.. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 

An  Act  authoriziog  an  examination  and  survey  of  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  in  South  CaioliQa,  of  St. 
Mary's,  in  Georgia,  and  of  the  coast  of  Florida*  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Be  U  eiiocted,  ^c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to 
be  made  an  examination  and  survey  of  the  har- 
bors of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  and  St. 
Mary's,  in  Georgia,  in  reference  to  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  navy  yard  at  either  of  those 
places,  for  the  building  and  repairing  sloops  of 
war  and  other  vessels  of  an  interior  classi;  and, 
also,  to  cause  to  be  made  and  perfected,  an  exami- 
nation and  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Pensacola,  and 
the  coast  of  Florida,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a  naval  depot  at  Pen- 
sacola, or  at  such  place  in  the  vicinity  of  it,  as 
may  be  most  advantageous  to  the  United  States; 
and  that  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  May  25,  1824. 


An  Act  further  to  regniate  the  inspection  of  floqr  in 
the  county  o(  Alexandria. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  for  the  better  regula- 
tion of  the  inspection  of  flour  within  the  county 
of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the 
Common  Council  of  the  town  of  Alexandria 
shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  empowered  and  re- 
quired to  divide  the  said  county  and  town  into 
two  inspection  districts;  that,  to  each  of  these 
districts,  there  shall  be  appointed  a  flour  inspector, 
in  the  mode  now  authorized  by  law,  to  perform 
alternate  duties  in  the  said  districts ;  each  of  the 
said  inspectbrs  shall  be  liable  to  removal  from 
office  at  any  time  within  the  term  for  which  he 
shall  have  been  appointed  by  the  court  leaking 
the  appointment ;  and,  during  his  continuance  in 
office,  shall  enjoy  the  same  rights,  and  be  subject 
to  like  duties  and  restraints,  as  the  present  inspect- 
or of  flour  in  the  said  county  of  Alexandria. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
Common  Council  be,  and  they  are  herebv,  em- 
powered to  provide  for  a  re-insp^ction  of  flour  in 
store,  whenever,  in  their  opinion,  it  may  require 
it,  and  to  regulate  the  exportation  and  shipment 
thereof;  to  pass  laws  for  the  punishment  of  all 
persons  who  shall  be  guilty  of  fraud,  or  otherwise 
violate  their  regulations,  and  to  alter  or  amend 
the  present  inspection  laws,  so  far  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  efiect  that  object. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


in  the  State  of  Virginia  shall  cease  to  be  a  part  of 
the  Eastern  Judicial  District  of  Virginia,  and 
shall  be  added  to,  and  form  a  part  of,  the  Western 
District,  that  is  to  say :  the  counties  of  Boteiourt, 
Rockbridge,  Alleghany,  Bath,  Pendleton,  Augus- 
ta, Rockingham,  Shenandoah^  Frederick,  Jener- 
son,  Berkley,  Morgan,  Hampshire,  and  Hardy ;  and 
that,  in  addition  to  the  terms  of  the  District  Court, 
now  holden  in  the  Western  District,  the  Judge  of 
said  Western  District  shall  hold  two  terms  in  the 
each  year,  at  Staunton,  in  the  county  of  Au- 
gusta. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  terms 
of  the  courts  in  the  said  Western  District  shall  be 
held  on  the  days,  and  at  the  places,  hereinafter 
mentioned,  viz :  at  Staunton,  on  the  second  Mon- 
days in  April  and  September;  at  Wythe  Court- 
house, on  the  third  Mondays  in  April  and  Sep- 
tember; at  Lewisburg,  on  the  fourth  Mondays  m 
April  and  September;  and  at  Clarksburg,  on  the 
fourth  Mondays  in  May  and  October,  in  each 
year. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  furOiet  enacted,  That,  if  the 
judge  shall  not  attend  on  the  first  day  of  any  court, 
such  court  shall  stand  adjourned,  from  day  to  day, 
for  three  days,  if  the  same  cause  continue ;  after 
which  time,  if  the  judge  still  fail  to  attend,  the 
court  shall  stand  aojourned  until  the  first  day  of 
the  next  teriQ. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  the  judge 
of  said  court  shall  have  power  to  hold  special  ses- 
sions, at  his  discretion,  at  either  of  the  said  places, 
for  the  trial  of  civil  or  criminal  cases. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  Judicial  Districts  of  Virginia,  and 

for  other  parpotea. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  following  counties  |  in  case  such  purchases  shall  be  made,  to  make  all 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  tale  of  lands  conveyed  to 
the  United  States  in  certain  cases,  and'  for  other 
purpoeea. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That -the  agent  of  the  Treas- 
ury be,  and  he  hereby  is.  authorized,  in  atl  cases 
where  the  estates  of  insolvent  debtors  have  been, 
or  hereafter  shall  be,  assigned  to  the  United  States, 
under  the  act  of  the  sixth  June,  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight,  entitled  ^^An  act  providing 
for  the  discharge  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debts 
due  to  the  United  States,^'  to  sell  such  estates, 
whether  real  or  personal,  at  such  time,  and  in 
such  manner,  as,  with  the  ajiprobation  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  he  shall  think  fit,  for  the 
best  price  that  can  be  had  therefor,  and  to  make 
all  needful  conveyances,  assignments,  or  transfers, 
of  the  same,  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  fwtther  enacted,  That,  at  any 
and  every  sale  on  executions,  at  the  suit  of  the 
United  States,  of  lands  or  tenements  of  a  debtor, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  United  States,  by  such 
agent  as  the  agent  of  the  Treasury  shall  appoint, 
to  become  the  purchaser  of  such  lands  and  tene- 
ments: Prtmided,  That,  in  no  case,  shall  such 
agent  bid  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  for  a 
greater  amount  than  that  of  the  judgment  for 
which  such  estate  may  be  exposed  to  sale,  and 
the  costs ;  and  it  shall  ne  the  duty  of  the  marshal 
of  the  district,  in  which  such  sale  shall  be  held, 
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needful  conveyances,  assigoments,  and  transfers, 
to  the  United  States  J  and  the  agent  of  the  Treas- 
ury is  hereby  authorized,  with  t^e  approbation  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  sell  and  convey 
the  said  lands  and  tenements,  in  the  same  manner 
as  is  directed  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  in 
respect  to  lands  and  tenements  assigned  by  insol- 
vent debtors. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  JMher  enacted^  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  deemed  or  construed  to 
take  away  or  impair  any  other  remedy  which  the 
United  States  may  be  now  entitled  to  have  against 
the  person  or  poperty  of  debtors,  to  enforce  the 
satisfaction  of  judgments  obtained,  or  which  may 
hereafter  be  obtained. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  coDcaming  the  pre-emption  rights  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas. 

Beit  enacted^  ^c,  That  every  person,  and  the 
legal  representative  of  every  person,  who  was  en- 
tiued  to  the  right  of  pre-emption,  in  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Conffress  of  the  12th  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  State  of 
Lousiana  and  'Territory  of  Missouri,"  in  that 
tract  of  country,  north  of  the  river  Arkansas, 
ceded  by  the  United  States  to  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion >of  Indians,  on  the  eighth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  authorized,  in  lieu  thereof,  and  in 
full  compensation  for  such  right  of  pre-emption, 
to  enter  with  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
in  the  District  of  Lawrence,  in  ^  said  Territory, 
any  tract  within  said  District,  on  which  they  may 
have  made  improvements  previously  to  the  passage 
of  this  act,  or  any  unimproved  tract  within  said 
District,  the  sale  of  which  is  authorized  by  law : 
Providedy  That  no  more  than  one  quarter  section 
of  land  shall  be  sold  to  any  one  individual,  in  vir- 
tue of  this  act ;  and  the  same  shall  be  bounded  by 
the  sectional  and  divisional  lines  run,  or  to  be  run, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Surveyor  of  the  United 
States'  Lands  for  the  States  of  Missouri  and  lUi- 
Bois,  and  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fwrther  etiactedj  That  every 
person  claiming  a  preference  in  becoming;  the  pur- 
chaser of  a  tract  of  land,  in  virtue  or  this  act, 
shall  deliver  a  notice  in  writings  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  for  said  District,  statins  therein 
that  he  was  entitled  to  a  pre-emption  right,  under 
the  aforesaid  act  of  Congress,  in  that  part  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas  ceded  as  aforesaid;  and, 
also^  particularly  designating  therein  the  quarter 
section  he  is  desirous  to  enter,  which  notice  the 
Register  shall  file  in  his  office }  and  in  every  case, 
where  it  shall  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Register  and  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  of  the 
Land  Office  |iforesaid,  that  any  person,  who  has 
delivered  such  notice,  was  entitled  to  a  pre-emp- 
tion right  under  said  act  of  Congress,  in  that  part 
of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  ceded  as  aforesaid, 
shall  have  a  right  to  enter  with  the  Register  of 
JBaid  Land  Office,  at  the  minimum  price  for  which 


the  United  States'  lands  are  sold,  the  tract  of  laad 
designated  in  said  notice,  on  producing  hts  recapc 
from  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,  for  the  par- 
chase  money  of  said  tract,  as  in  case  oteiher 
public  lands  sold  at  private  sale ;  and,  as t  eon- 
pensation  for  their  services,  the  Register  nA  Re- 
ceiver shall,  each,  be  entitled  to  one  aoUar  iaerery 
such  case,  to  be  paid  by  the  claimant  of  sock  pre- 
emption right :  Prwidedj  That  every  sock  airy 
and  payment  shall  be  made  'at  lease  two  veria 
previous  to  the  time  of  offering  the  ad  jacent  ksiii 
at  public  sale,  unless  the  same  be  entered  in  sack 
part  of  said  District  as  shall  have  been  oSenA  at 
public  sale  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act; 
m  which  case,  such  entry  shall  be  made  witkia 
two  years  from  the  passage  thereof. 
Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  providing  for  the  disposition  of  tfaree  mrtnl 
tracts  of  lands  in  Tuscarawas  County^  in  the  Stay 
of  Ohio,  and  for  other  puEpoeee. 

Be  it  enacted,  f>c..  That  the  three  several  traen 
of  land,  lyinff  in  the  county  of  Tuscarawas,  k 
the  State  of  Ohio,  lately  retroceded  to  the  Uaitel 
States  by  the  Society  of  United  Brethren  for  pr> 
pagating  the  Qospel  among  the  Heathen,  shall  lie 
surveyed  and  laid  off  into  snch  lots,  having  regard 
to  the  existing  surveys  and  improvements  thereoi^ 
as  will  best  conduce  to  the  sale  thereof:  Pnttied^ 
That  the  lots  and  tracts  which  the  United  Sates 
are  bound  to  convey  to  the  said  Society,  skall  be 
laid  ofi'  according  to  the  contract  for  retrocesuoa : 
And  provided^  also,  That  a  suitable  numbs  of  ia- 
lots  and  out-lots,  in  the  town  of  Gnadcnkatten, 
shall  be  laid  off  for  said  town,  embracing  the  va- 
proved  part  thereof,  and  the  fields  adjoining,  nov 
occupied  by  the  inhabitants,  which  shall  be  phi- 
ted  and  numbered,  and  a  copy  recorded  ia  said 
county,  according  to  the  laws  of  Ohio. 

Sfic.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  shall  be,  and  is  herebv, 
authorized  to  appoint  an  agent,  who  shall  rsim 
near  the  said  land,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  id  soper- 
intend  and  direct  the  survey  of  saM  laad  and 
lots ;  to  receive  and  pay  over  to  the  Treasury  the 
rents  due,  and  to  become  due,  on  said  lands;  to 
take  possession  of  such  parts  of  sai4  lands  as  may 
be  forfeited  by  the  tenants,  by  reason  of  aoa-per- 
formance  of  the  covenants  in  their  leases;  lo  as- 
certain the  actual  cash  value  of  each  of  the  Ion 
and  town  lots,  with  the  improvements  thereoa. 
and,  also,  the  value  of  each,  subject  to  the  cood> 
tions  of  the  lease  outstanding  on  it,  by  the  aid  of 
two  disinterested  appraisers,  to  be  selecied  by  the 
Secretary ;  to  ascertain  the  award  to  be  made  ii> 
Isaac  Simners,  Jesse  Walton,  Barzillai  Waltos, 
Jesse  Hill,  and  Boaz  Walton,  according  to  tbdr 
leases ;  to  receive  a  surrender  of  such  of  the  lease 
outstanding  on  snch  lands,  as  the  holders  theret^ 
may  be  disposed  to  make,  who  have,  or  shall  firs: 
comply  with  the  conditions  of  their  leases,  op  t? 
the  time  of  their  surrender ;  to  superintend  the^aJe 
of  said  lands  and  lots,  and  to  transfer  to  the  vn- 
chasers  who  shall  buy  any  of  said  land  or  ko, 
subjected  to  the  leases  thereon,  the  lease  of  the  bt 
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3r  land  so  bought ;  and  to  do  whatever  else  may 
be  necessary  to  effect  a  speedy  and  advantageous 
disposition  of  said  lands  and  lots. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it/t$rther  enaOed,  That  a  right  of 
pre-emptioD  shall  beaUowed  to  John  Andreas,  John 
!>}eigaman,  Jacob  Winsh^and  Catharine  Tschudy, 
at  the  real  cash  value  of  the  lots  occupied  by  theiQ) 
according  to  the  stipulations  of  the  said  agreeitient 
for  retrocession,  and  to  any  of  the  lessees,  for  any 
of  the  remaining  lots,  or  town  lots,  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  th^  amount  stipulated  to  be  paid  to 
them  by  the  United  States :  Prwided,  That  any 
of  the  persons  entitled  to  preemptions  who  shall 
be  desirous  to  avail  themselves  of  such  rig[ht,  shall 
give  notice  to  the  said  agent  of  such  their  inten- 
tion, before  the  cash  value  of  the  lots  is  ascertain- 
ed ;  and,  in  the  case  of  the  lessees,  shall,  at  or  be- 
fore the  time  of  giving  such  notice,  pay  all  arrears 
of  rent,  and  surrender  their  leases ;  and  shall^  im- 
mediately after  the  said  cash  value  is  ascertamed, 
be  entitled  taa  patent  for  the  lot  or  land  to  which 
they  are  entitled  as  aforesaid,  on  paying  the 
amount  of  such  cash  value;  or,  in  the  case  of  the 
Society,  on  the  executing  and  delivering  to  said 
agent,  a  discharge  to  the  United  States,  for  so 
much  as  said  lot  or  land,  whereto  a  pre-emption 
is  claimed,  shall  amount  to,  on  account  of  any 
sum  to  become  due  them  by  reason  of  stipulations 
in  said  retrocession ;  and  no  right  to  stich  pre- 
emption shall  be  considered  as  extendins  bevond 
the  time  of  commencing  the  sale  of  said  lands,  as 
hereinafter  directed. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  U  further  knacted^  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  may  cause  to  be  designated, 
and  allowed  for  public  use,  the  usual  ground  for 
streets  and  alleys  in  said  town,  for  public  ground 
and  for  schools;  and  may,  moreover,  cause  to  be 
designated  and  set  apart,  one  lot  in  each  of  said 
tracts,  not  exceedios  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  each, 
the  title  whereof  shall  be  vested  in  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  held  in  trust  for  the  use  of 
schools,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  lands,  grant- 
ed by  the  United  States  for  the  use  of  schools,  are 
held  in  that  State. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  imme- 
diately after  the  said  surveys  shall  be  completed, 
the  cash  value  ascertained,  and  the  school  lands 
designated,  the  said  agent  shall  ^ive  notice,  by 
advertisement  in  one  newspaper  in  Washington 
City,  and  one  in  Steubenville,  one  in  Zanesville, 
and  one  in  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio,  of  the  time, 
not  less  than  sixty  days  from  the  first  publication, 
when  he  will  offer  the  said  lands  and  lots  for  sale, 
at  public  vendue,  at  the  courthouse  in  New  Phil- 
adelphia aforesaid^;  and  shall,  at  such  time  and 
place,  proceed  to  offer  for  sale,  to  the  highest  bid- 
der, any  of  said  lands  or  lots,  remaining  undisposed 
of,  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  provided  for ;  and 
none  of  said  lots  or  land,  shall  be  put  up  at  a  less 
sum  than  the  actual  cash  value,  ascertained  as 
aforesaid ;  and  in  case  any  of  said  lessees  shall 
have  failed,  or  refused,  to  surrender  their  leases, 
the  sale  shall  be  made  subject  to  those  leases ;  and 
each  purchaser,  who  may  purchase  at  such  sale, 
shall  immediately  pay  to  the  said  agent  the  amount 
of  his  purchase,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  amount. 


specifying  the  lot  or  land  purchased  ;'  upon  whick 
the  purchaser  shall  be  entitled  to  a  patent,  as 
other  purchasers  of  public  lands  are :  but,  in  case 
any  purchaser  shall  fail  to  make  his  payment  as 
aforesaid,  at  or  before  the  close  of  the  sale,  he 
shall  be  qonsidered  as  having  forfeited  his  pur- 
chase, and  the  land  struck  off  to  him  shall  be  again 
offered  for  sale,  in  the  sam6  manner  as  if  it  had 
never  been  struck  off;  and  the  said  agent,  imme- 
diately after  the  close  of  such  sale,  shall  pay  over 
the  money  received  at  such  sale,  and  for  rent,  to 
the  United  States,  and  report  all  his  proceedings 
to  Hie  General  Land  Office ;  and  the  President 
shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  whenever 
the  boundaries  of  the  several  lots  stipulated  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  said  Society  shall  be  ascertained, 
to  issue  patents  therefor  to  said  Society. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  itfktrther  enacUdy  That  the  agent 
herein  provided  for,  shall  take  an  oath  of  office, 
and  give  bond  and  security,  in  such  sum  and  form 
as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  direct,  and 
be  allowed  and  paid,  for  his  services,  a  salary  at 
the  rate  of  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum :  IVv- 
vided^  That  said  office  shall  not  continue  longer 
than  is  necessary  to  perform  the  duties  herein  re- 
quired, and  not  loneer  than  one  year ;  and  said 
salary,  together  with  the  incidental  expenses  at- 
tending the  said  survey  and  sale,  shall  be  charged 
to  the  fund  to  be  raised  by  the  sale  of  said  lots  and 
land.  The  said  appraisers  shall  be  allowed  the 
sum  of  two  dollars  for  each  day  actually  employed 
in  the  appraisement  afoiesaid,  and  neither  the  said 
agent  nor  appraisers  shall  be  at  liberty  to  purchase 
any  of  the  said  lands  or  lots. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That,  if  any 
such  land  or  lots  remain  unsold  at  public  auction, 
as  aforesaid,  the  same  shall  be  subject  to  entry 
and  sale  at  the  land  office  in  Zanesville,  in  Ohio, 
at  the  actual  cash  price,  ascertained  as  aforesaid, 
in  the  same  manner  that  other  lands  of  the  Unitea 
States  are  authorized  to  be  entered  ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  to  keep  a  separate  account  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  lots  and  laads  aforesaid,  and  of  all 
moneys  received  and  disbursed  on  account  there- 
of; and,  aft^r  the  expenses  of  survey  and  sale  of 
said  lots  and  land  shall  be  reimbursed,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay 
to  the  said»society  the  sums  stipulated  to  be  paid 
them,  and  for  which  they  shall  not  have  taken 
lands  and  lots  as  herein  belore  provided  for;  to  pay 
the  said  Simners,  Hill,  and  Waltons,  the  sums 
awarded  to  them ;  and  then  tq  credit  the  residue 
of  the  prpceeds  of  said  lots  and  lands,  as  they  shall 
be  received,  to  the  fund  for  raising  the  annuity  for 
the  Christian  Indians,  so  called,  in  the  manner 
stipulated  in .  the  agreement  entered  into  with 
them  on  the  eighth  of  November,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-three.  ' 

Sec.  8.  And  be  U  farther  enacted.  That,  when- 
ever the  said  Christian  Indians  shall  notify  the 
President  of  the  United  States  that  they  wish  to 
remove  from  their  present  residence,  on  the  river 
Thames,  intp  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  to  designate  a 
reservation  of  not  less  than  twenty-four  thousand 
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acres  of  land,  to  be  held  by  the  said  Indians  in 
the  usual  manner  of  Indian  reservations,  so  long 
as  they  shall  liv<e  thereon  ;  and  from  the  time  said 
Indians  shall  remove  on  to  said  reservation  the 
annuity  shall  cease. 
Approved,  May  26, 1824. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
Resolntion  in  relation  to  an  intended  visit  of  the  Mar- 
quis de  Lafayette  to  the  United  States. 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  having  expressed  his 
intention  to  revisit  this  country — 

Resolved  ^  tJie  Senate  and  House  of  Representatufes 
cf  the  UniUd  States  of  America  in  Congress  assemhUcL, 
That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate 
to  him  the  assurances  of  grateful  and  affectionate  | 
attachment  still  cherished  for  hire  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  people  of  the  United  States. 

And  be  it  fi¥riher  resolved^  That  whenever  the 
President  shall  be  informed  of  the  time  when  the 
Marquis  may  be  ready  to  embark,. that  a  national 
ship,  with  suitable  accommodation,  be  employed 
to  bring  him  to  the  United  States. 

Approved,  February  4,  1824. 


Resolutions  providing  a  place  of  deposite  for  the  Por» 
trait  of  Columbus,  and  directing  the  distribution  of 
certain  copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
now  in  the  Department  qf  State. 

Resohed,   ^c,  That  the  Portrait  of  Colum- 


bus, presented  to  the  nation  by  G.  G.  Band 
United  States  Consul  at  Malaga,  beplaedin  ijie 
Library  of  Congress. 

Resclved^  That  the  two  hundred  copies  of  die 
Declaration  of  Independence,  nowia  tbeDqvt- 
meat  of  State,  be  distributed  in  the  mtBKrfol. 
lo.wing :  two  copies  to  each  of  the  sunrifin^jp. 
ers  of  the  Dedaration  of  Independenee;  tvo 
copies  to  the  President  of  the  United  Sui6;rvo 
copies  to  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  Staus; 
two  copi^ '  to  the  late  President,  Mr.  Madai; 
two  copies  to  the  Marquis  de  LafayeUe;  twatr 
copies  tor  the  two  ^Houses  of  Congrets;  tvelit 
copies  for  the  diflferent  Departments  of  die  Gov- 
ernment; two  copies  for  the  President^  hoose; 
two  copies  for  the  Supreme  Court  room ;  onecopr 
to  each  of  the  Governors  of  the  State;  and  ok 
to  each  branch  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States: 
one  copy  to  each  of  the  <^vernors  of  the  Temto- 
ries  of  the  United  States;  hod  one  copy  to  t&e 
Legislative  Council  of  each  Territory ;  aad  tbe 
remaining  copies  to  the  different  Universities ud 
Colleges  of  the  United  States,  as  the  PresideBti^ 
the  United  States  may  direct. 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  X,iM 
States  be  .requested  to  cause  the  distiibatioa  d 
the  said  copies  of  the  Declaration  of  lodepoKbce 
to  be  made,  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  resoiv- 
tion. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 
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Accommodations  for  Congress,  Mr.  Dickerson 
sabmitted  a  resolution  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  make  such  distribntion  of  the 
rooms  of  the  Capitol  as  business  may  re- 
quire    -'-        -        -        -        --28 

agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed  '  -      82 
report  made,  and  agreed  to       -        -        -    768 

Accountability  of  Public  Officers.     (See  Public 

Offieera.) 
Accounts,  Committee  on,  appointed  .        .      27 

Acts  pf .  Congress,  Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  res- 
olution in  relation  to  such,  as  may  expire 
during  the  present  session,  read     -        -      78 
read  the  second  time,  and  laid  on  the  table      81 
Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  submitted  a . 
resolution  to  publish  with  an  index  called 
for  by  Congress,  such,  as  are  limited    -      95 

agreed  to 102 

message  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  State  on  the  above  resolution      -        -    784 
Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the  expiration  of  laws        -        -      84 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary      89 
report  made     ......      96 

laid  on  the  table        .....     102 

Adams*  Ephraim,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 
presented  a  memorial  from,  read  and  re- 
ferred     119 

Adjournment,  Mr.  Maoon  submitted  a  resolution 

in  relation  to,  read        ....  609 

postponed         -        .    '    -        -        -        -  616 

considered         ......  527 

amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  528 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  529 

amendments  received        ....  759 

concurred  in    -        -        .        -        -        -  '  762 
a  resolution  from  the  House  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  report  upon  the  business  to 
be  done  before  the,  concurred  in,  and  the 

committee  appointed     ....  533 

a  report  in  part  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  670 

further  report  laid  on  the  table        -        -  605 

Senate  adjovm  sine  die.    ...        -  790 

Alabama,  Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting pre-emption  in  Bibb,  Conecuh, 

Henry,  and  other  counties  in         -        -  56 
agreed  to          -•-        .        .        -        -75 

bill  for  that  purpose  reported  and  read        -  1 10 

read  a  second  time    -        •        -        -        -  112 

ordesed  to  the  third  reading        «        •        -  117 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        •        -  120 
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Alabama— continued.  Page. 

a  bill  to  regdlate  survey,  &c.»  of  lands  in, 

reported  and  rehd       .  -        •        -        -     162 
read  the  second  time        -        -  '      -        -     167 

laid  on  the  tabfis 258 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .        -        .    275 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -         -     286 
Mr.   Kelly   presented  a   resolution  of  the 
State  in  relation  to  holding  the  district 
court  in  the  northera  part  of,  read  and 
laid  on  the  Ublo    -        -        -        -        -     132 
Mr.  King  presented  a  resolution' of,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  improvement  of  its  navigable 
waters,  read  and  referred       -     .  - 
a  bill  to  repeal  in  part  an  act  to  enable  the 
people  of,  to  form   a  constitution,  &c., 
reported  and  read 
read  the  second  time 
laid  on  the  table 
considered 

again  laid  on  the  table 
taken  up  and  considered 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
title  amended,  and  the  bill  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed   •        -        -        -        - 
Mr.  Kelly  submitted  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of,  praying  relief  to  certain  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands,  read  and  referred 
Alden,  Judah,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of     .  -        -        -    593 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -        -    616 
reported  without  amaudment    ...    656 

laid  on  the  table 746 

Alexandrta,  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented 
a  memorial  of  the  Council  of,  praying 
extension  of  their  chaster,  read  and  re- 
ferred     120 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Turnpike  Company  of,  and  Washington, 
praying  authority  to  collect  toll,  read  and 
referred         -        -        -        -        -        -151 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  establishment 

of  said  company,  reported  and  read        -    809 
read  the  second  time         ....    234 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        •        -    318 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        "    323 
amendments  reeeived         ....    448 

concurred  in     -        -        -        ••        -    462 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
regnfate  the  inspection   of  flour  in  the 

county  of »  -    709 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -716 
reported  without  amendment     ...    726 
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Alexandria— continued.  Ptge. 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -        -    780 

read  the  third  time,  and  paMed        -        *     788 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatiyea,  to 
confer  certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court 

of 721 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        .        -        .    726 
a  memorial  from   Alexander  Moore,  and 
others  of,  praying  the  postponement  of 
the  bill,  read  and  referred       •        -        -    761 ' 
the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -        -    786 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -    789 

Alford  Jonas,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  and  referred        ...    388 
the  committee  discharged  -        -        .        .    339 
Alleghany  River,  Mr.  Smith  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion directing  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals  to  inquire  into  the  expedi^ 
eocy  of  connecting  by  canal  the  Susque- 
hannah  and  -        ...        .        -      79 

read,  and  laid  on  the  table         -        -        -      86 
agreed  to  ......90 

the  committee  discharged  from  considera- 
tion of  the.  resolution     ....    758 

Allen,  David,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickeraon  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  read  and  referred     136 

Allen,  Zachariah,  and  others,  Mr.  Knight  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  additional 
duty  on  wool,  read  and  referred    -        -      .37 

Amendment  to  the  Constitution,  Mr.  Benton 
submitted  a  resolution  for  one,  in  relation 
to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident, read  ......      32 

read  the  second  time         ....      36 

referred    -.--..-44 
Mr.  Hayne  submitted  a  resolution  for  an, 
in  relation  to  the  election  of  President, 

read       -- 41 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred    -        -      44 
Mr.  Dickerson  submitted  a  resolution  for 
an,  respecting  the  choice  of  Representa- 
tives and  Electors,  read  twice  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee        -        -        -      48 
reported  with  an  amendment    -        -        -     103 
considered         -        116,  180,  133,  160, 166,  167 
report  of  the  committee  upon  the  several  re- 
solutions proposing,  in  regard  to  the  elec- 
tion of  President  and  Vice  President, 

read -        -     100 

recommitted 108 

reaolution  that  no  one  shall  be  eligible  to 
the  office  of  Preaident  for  more  than  two 
terms,  reported  and  read        -        -        -103 
read  the  second  time  -        •        -        -    110 

considered         •        -        -        •        -        -154 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        -     159 

passed 160 

the  several  resolutiona  propoaing  an,  re- 
specting the  election  of  President  and  Vice 
President,  under  consideration      354,  876,  402 
postponed  indefinitely        -        -        -        -    417 
Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  for  an, 
in  relation  to  the  mode  of  determining 
the  validity  of  the  election  of  Preaident, 
read  twice,  and  referred         -        -        -      44 
Mr.  Van  fiufen  submitted  a  resolution  for 

aji,  in  regard  to  election  of  Preaideot     -      73 
referred  to  the  committee  on  other  resolu- 
tions of  a  similar  nal«re         •        -        -      74 


Amendment  to  the  Constitution — oontiBiied.  Pi|e. 
Mr.  Mills  submitted  a  resolutioa  for  la,  in 

relation  to  the  election  of  President  •  M 
referred  -  -  -  -  ...  71 
resolution  for  an,  proposed  by  Mr.  Tajk 

at  the  last  session,  ordered  to  be  ^md  15 
Mr.  Van  iBuren  submitted  a  lesolDiioo  k 

an,  in  relation  to  the  power  of  Coogna 

to  make  roads  and  canals,  read  -  >  IX 
read  the  aecond  time  -  -  •  •  18 
laid  on  the  UUe i» 

Arkansas,  ^  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Represeoti- 
tives  to  furnish,  for  the  use  of  the  Terri- 
tory, an  abstract  of  the  militaiy  boiut; 
lands  within  the  same,  read  -       .     .    ]8 
referred    -        -        -        -       -       •     -    « 
reported  without  amendment    -      -     •    51 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -      -     •    5S 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -      •    55 
Mr.  Benton  presented  a  memorial  of  Ibe 
Legislature  of,  praying  a  modification  of 
the  western  bound aiy  line,  read  and  n* 

ferred 47 

a  bill  to  fix  the.western  boundary  oi^  r^oited 

and  read 49 

the  report  in  full  •  -  ...  490 
the  bill  read  the  second  time     -      -     •  4!3 

laid  on  the  table »i 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  •  •  •  77! 
recommitted  •  -  ....  773 
reported  with  amendments  -  -  •  771 
read  the  third  time,  and  paasad  -  •  779 
a  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  land  daiaisii, 

reported  and  read  -        -       -     •     ' 

read  Iho  aeeond  time         -       .       .     • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      •       •     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      •     • 
a  message  finom  the  President  in  reliliefl  to 
James  Miller,  Governor  of,  read,  and  R- 
ferred   -        -        -        .... 
a  bill  copifirming  certain  acts  of  the  Gof< 
emor,  hnd  for  other  purposes,  raportod, 
and  read  twice       -         .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -      •     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •      -     * 
a  bill  to '  provide  a  Surveyor  Geaeni  k, 
reporied,  and  read  -        .... 
read  the  second  time  -        .       .      .     • 
postponed  indefinitely        -        .      .     • 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiwtB 
extinguish  the  Quapau  title  to  Uniliia  • 
read  twice,  and  referred    -       .      -     • 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  the  thhd  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
a  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  land  dtins  in, 
reported,  and  read         .       .      •     - 
read  the  second  time  .        .      -      • 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      - 
(See , Pre-emption, — See  Miaouru) 

Armistead,  W.  K.,  Mr.  Barbour  preseatad  the 
petition  oU  read,  and  refiarred 

Armories,  a  report  of  the  expenditures  at  the  Na- 
tional, dsc*,  read    -        .       -       -      - 

Arms,  Lemuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Bop*' 
sentatives  for  the  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  referred    .       •      •     * 
reported  without  amcBdment    - 
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Arms,  Lerooel— contifijaed. 

bill  ordered  to  the  4hird  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        - 
Army,  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as 
refers  to  the,  fortifications,  Military  Acad- 
emy, &c.,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs      ---».- 
Army  Register,  a  copy  of  the,  for  each  member, 

transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
Ashmead,  John,  atod  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  oi,  read,  and  referred 
Atkinson,  Moses,  and  others,  Mr.  Holmes  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
adverse  report  made  -        -        •        -        - 
agreed  to-        --        -        *■ 
Auction  Sales,  Mr.  Smith  presented  a  memorial 
of  a  number  of  cttiaens  of  Baltimore 
against,  read,  and  referred     .        .        - 
the  committee  discharged  -        -        -     .  - 
Axson,  Samuel  J.,  Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred      -        -        - 
committee  discharged        •        .        •        . 

B. 

Babbit,  Jacob,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred         .:.-.- 
reported  without  amendment    -        r     >  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .        ..        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        - 
Bacot,  Thomas  W.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the   relief  of,  read 
twice,  and  referred        -        -        .        - 
reported  without  amendment    .        -        - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Baker,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 

the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  - 
Baker,  Lewis,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  read,  and  referred 
Belize.     (See  Louisiana,) 
Ball,  William  Lee,  a  message  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  announcing  the  death 

of - 

resolution  to  attend  the  funeral  of       -        • 

Bank,  United  SUtes,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  dividends 

paid  or  payable  by  the  -        -        -        - 

Bankruptcy,  Mr.  Smith  presented  a  memorial  of 

the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Baltimore, 

praying  an  uniform  system  of,  read,  and 

referred  ---.-- 

Barbour,  James,  of  Virginia,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  claims  due  to  Virginia  for 

vadvances  during  the  late  war  -        27, 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Hender- 

«,n        .-.-.-        -        87,99 
on  the  transportation  of  the  mail       -        -     118 
•    on  proposed  amendji^ents  to  the  Cons|itu- 

Jn 168,411 

speech  of,  on  the  same      -       -        -        •    388 
on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war        -    210 
remarks  of,  on  the  same    .        -        • 
on  Imprisonment  for  Debt 
on  the  purdiase  of  cannon,  dec. 
on  the  Tariff  bUl.      - 
BamsUble  Bay.     (See  Buzzard's  Bay.) 
BarUett,  William,  John  Stearns,  Nathaniel  Car- 
ver, and  others,  bill  from  tlie  House  of 
RepresenUtives  for  the  relief  of»  read      - 
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Bartlett,  William — continued.  Page, 
bill  read  the  second  time,  and  referred        -      78 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        - 
debated,  and  laid  on  the  table    -        -        - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      •    •    • 
read  the  third  tiifae,  and  passed 
Bartlett,  William,  and  others,  of  Newburyport, 
Mr.  Mills  presented  the  memorial  of,  rela- 
tive to  French  depredations,  read,  and 
referred          -..--- 
Mr.  Lloyd  presented  similar  memorial  of, 
read,  and  referred         -        -     '  - 
Barton,  David,  of  Missouri,  attended 
Baton  Rouge,  Mr. -Johnson  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion for  making  a  post  road  from  Opelou- 
sas  to- 
laid  on  the  table 

biU  from  the  House  of  Representatives  rela- 
tive to  a  public  lot  at     - 
read,  and  referred      -        - 
reported  without-  amendment    •        -        - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       r        ~ 
bill  from  the    House  of   Representatives 
granting  a  tract  of  land  to  West,  read 
twice,  and  referred        -        •        "    .   • 
reported    -        -        -        - 

ordefed  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Baudin,  Nicholas,  Mr.  King  of  Alabama  pre- 
sented  the  petition  of  Nicholas  Cook, 
agent  for    the  heirs  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred  .------ 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  and  the 

heirs  of  Joseph  Chastang,  reported 
read  the  second  time         -        -        -      '  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        .        • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Bayly,  Mountjoy,  Doorkeeper  and  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  a  resolution  authoriung,  to  employ 
an  assistant,  read  twice        .        .        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        - 
Beard,  David,  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice»  and 
referred         ------, 

reported  without  amendment    -        -  .      ~ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      .        -        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Beesley,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Mcllvaine 
presented  the  petition  of,  praying  increase 
of  duty  on  imported  iron,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     

Bell,  Samuel,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended      - 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  settling  claims 
against  the  United  States       ... 
Belt,  Benjamin  M.    (See  Langley,  Hezekiah,) 
Bennett.    (See  Napier^  4<.) 
Bennett,  Joshua,  bill  fiom  the  HoQse  of  Rep- 
resenUtives for  the  relief  of  .        -        - 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        .        -        • 
reported  without  amendment     .        -        - 

laid  on  the  table 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        *        ~ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Bonneville,  Daniel,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the 
petition  of,  respecting  the  tariii;  read,  and 

referred         "'*"',* 
Benton,  Thomas  H.,  of  Missouri,  attended 
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Benton,  Thomas  H. — ooDtinued.  Page, 

speech  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 
ConstitatioD,  relatiye  to  the  election  of 

President 167 

speech  of,  on  the  hill  to  cairj  into  effect  the 

bill  to  protect  the  Indian  fur  trade  -        -    433 
remarks  of,  on  the  same    -        .        •    466,  459 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Rcj^resentatives  for  the  earveya  of  roads 
and  canals    ......    634 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  fbr.the  disposal  of  re- 
fuse lands     ......    583 

on  the  Tariff  bill 692 

on  bis  resolution  in  relation  to  domestic 
hemp    ---.-.-    763 
Bertrand,  J.  F.,  and  others,  Mr.  Johnson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  altoration  ef 
the  naturalization  laws,  read, and  referred    265 
Berry,  Taylor.    (See  Le  Sieur,  Firman.) 
Biagrove,  William,  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  --.---    674 
reported  with  amendment        ...    592 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -    760 

Blean,  Robert,  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Represen- 

■    tatives  for  the  relief  of  -        -        -        -  617 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  668 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  716 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  749 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  753 

Bloomfield,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Hayne  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  alien  laws,  read,  and  referred  602 
Blount,  J.  G.,  and  others,  Mr.  Branch  presented 
a  memorial  of,  in  relation  to  French  Spo- 
liations, read*  and  referred  -  -  -  116 
Boardman,  Elijah,  resolntion  of  respect  for  the 

memory  of  -  -  .  .  •  •  •26 
Boker,  Charles,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented a  memorial  off  concerning  duty 
on  foreign  iron,  read,  and  referred  -  -  107 
Bombergin,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay 
presented  the  memorial  of,  respecting  the 
tariff,  read,  and  referred  ...    238 

Books  and  Maps,  Mr.  Dickerson  submitted  a 
resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  to  pur- 
chase, for  the  use  of  Congress        -        -      24 
agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        .        -26 
Bowen,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  respecting  duty  on 
foreign  iron,  read,  and  referred       -        -     116 
Boyd,  Joseph  C,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the 
petition  of,  stating  hie  inability  to  settle 
his  accounts  from  the  loss  of  papers,  read, 
and  referred  --.---       76 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read    -      89 
read  the  second  time  ....      93 

ordered  to  tKe  third  reading        ...     IO2 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     llO 

Brace,  Stephen,  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of       -        -        -    682 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        .    *    -        -    692 
reported  without  amendment     ...     655 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...     747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -.       •    750 
Bradford,  Charles,  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives fur  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of     -    682 
read  twice,  and  refeiared    .        -     '  -        -    793 


tt 


Bradford,  Charles— continued.  p^ 

bill  reported  without  .amendment  .  .  $7; 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  •  •  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  piMed  -  -  •  753 
Branch,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  .  n 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  secure  the  acoooi- 

ability  of  public  offieers         -       -   t^.Ul 
remarks  op  a  resolution  proposing  an  smod- 
ment  to  the  Constitution       -       •     .  {\i 
Brick,  Joshua,  and  others,  Mr.  Mcllvtiae  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  prayiog  ioereueof 
duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred 
Bridges,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Johnson  preeested  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
Brooke,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  LowriepreMoted 
the  memorial  of,  praying  a  reTitisiiof  the 
tariff,  read,  and  referred 
Brooks,  P.  C.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  pretealed 
the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  Preach  1^ 
attons,  read,  and  referred 
Brooks,  James,  Jehu, and  Nathaniel,  a  bill  frsm 
the  Bouse  of  Representetives  for  the  n 
Kef  of,  and  their  heirs    - 
read  twice,  and  referred    > 
reported  without  amendment    • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  pMied 
Bronson,  Alvin,  a  bill  feom  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives  for  the  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  referred    - 
reported  without  amendment    > 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

firotherton,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  House  af 
Representetives  for  the  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  referred    • 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  psssed 

Brown,  Daniel,  the  petition  of,  called  op,  and 
referred  .... 

has  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers 
Brown,  Ethan  Allen,  of  Ohio,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  openieg  ceitiio 
roads  in  Florida  r       -     S91,S».S» 

Brown,  James,  of  Louisiana,  attended    • 

letter  from,  resigning  his  seat  in  thf  Sttitt 
Brown,  Jonas  fi.,  and  others,  Mr.  Mtftt- 
sented  the  memorial  of,  in.relatiafi  to  ibe 
toriff^  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  - 
Brown,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RcpR' 
sentatives  for  issuing  letters  pattot  to, 
read,  and  referred  -        .       .      -     - 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       •      -     * 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasiaed 

Brush,  Elijah,  a  bill  from  the  Hoass  of  Bepn* 
sentatives  for  the  relief  of     -      -     ' 
read  twice,  and  referred     -       •      '      ' 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Burd,  Paul,  and  others,  Mr.  McIIvainepnientel 
the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  •     * 
Bums,  Malachi,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives fbr  the  relief  of  - 
read  twice,  and  referred    - 
reported  without  amendment    - 
laid  on  the  table        .        .       > 
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Batts,  Mark,  and  olhcn,   Mr.  Lloyd  preaented 

the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -        -    204 
Buzzard's  Bay,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion directing  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals  to  make  inquiries  in  relation 
to  a  canal  between  Barnstable,  and        *      83 
agreed  to  -----      89 

C. 

Cadwallader,  Mitchener,  Mr.  King  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  leave  to  copy  State 
papers,  &C.,  read,  and  referred       -        -      64 
Caldwell,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lanman  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  relative  to  Fi ench 
spoliations,  read,  and  referred        -        -     108 
Camp,  Jesse,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       ...     136 
committee  discharged        -        -        •        -    316 
Canada,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred         -         -     314 
Canby,  Israel  T.,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       -        -        •SI 
Cannon,  Bombs,  &c.,  a  bill  for  the  supply  of, 

read  -  -  -  *  -  -  -  -  147 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  151 
reported  without  amendments    «        -        .    243 

debated     -        - 320 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        •        •    333 
read  (he  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    383 

Capitol,  statement  of  William  Lambert  relative 

to  the  longitude  of  the,  read  •      .  -        -      62 
ordered  to  be  printed        .        .        -        •     339 
a  bill  from  the  House,  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  fhrnishiog  the 
rooms  in  the  -----     773 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  776 
reported  ---•-*-  782 
ordered  \o  the  third  reading  -  -  -^  786 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  789 
(See  Aeeommodatione^) 

Carlisle  Artillery,  Mr.  Findlajr  presented  the 
petition  of  the,  praying  to  be  received 
into  service,  read,  and  referred       -        -    266 

Carr,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Hayne  presented 
the  petition  of,  against  an  increase  of 
duties,  read,  and  referred        ...    422 

Carroll,  Daniel,  of  Duddington,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief 

of 693 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  616 

reported  without  amendment  *  -        -        -  675 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  749 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed      ^    -        -  762 

Carter,  John,  of  Kentucky,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of        -  617 

read  twice,  and  referred    .        -        •        -  653 

reported  without  amendment    ...  726 

laid  on  the  table 74$ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  762 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  761 

Carver,  Nathaniel.     (See  BariUtty  William.) 
Case,  Loudon,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatiyes  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  refierred  ....        -      66 

reported  without  amendment  •  .  -  80 
eideied  to  the  third  reading  -  -  •  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •      89 


Page. 

Castine,  abiU  from  the  House^  of  Representa- 
tives for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  in    -  691 
read  twice,  and  referred    .        -        .        .  703 
reported  without  amendment   ...  709 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  762 
Causici,  Enrico,  a  letter  from,  announcing  the 
completion  of  a  group  of  statuary  for  the 
Capitol,  referred    -        -        -        .        -  609 
committee  discharged        ....  624 
Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolution  directing 

the  payment  of  $1,000  to,  read     -        -  782 

the  third  reading  negatived        ...  789 

Cazenove,  Anthony  C,  and  others,  Mr.  Van 
Dyke  presented  the  petition  of,  against 
the' recession  of  Alexandria,  read,  and  re- 
ferred    427 

the  committee  discharged  ...    532 

Chandler,  John,  of  Maine,  attended        ^  -        -  9 

is  qualified        -..---  10 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sam'l 

Gilbert 90 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Hender- 
son    " 99 

on  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war  139,  149»  224 

on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  dec.         -        -  331 
on  the  bill  for  settling  claims  against  the 

United  Sutes 477 

on  the  Tariff  bill S^* 

Chandler,  Walter  S.,  Mr.  Johnaon  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        .        -        -  64 

/     a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read   •  147 

read  the  second  time        -        -        •        -  161 

recommitted     -        -        -        -        -        -164 

reported  with  amendments        ...  166 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  267 
amended,  by  adding  the  name  of  Samuel 

>Ward,  and  passed          ....  258 

Chapin,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  Tariff,  read,  and  referred      •    233 

Chaplain  elected      ---.--      30 

Charleston,   Mr.  Hayne  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  citizens  of,  in  relation  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  read,  and  referred  -      48 
the  committed  discharged  ...    757 

Mr.  Hayne  submitted  a  resolution  respoet- 
ing  a  navy  yard  at        -        -        -        -      W 

agreed  to  ...        -        -        -       76 

Mr.  H.  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 
of  merchants  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read  and  referred      -        -        -     111 
Mr.  H.  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of,  praying  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy,  read,  and  referred    -    206 
Mr.  H.  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Drayton  and  others  of,  against  an  increase 
of  duties,  read,  and  referred  -        .        -    266 
a  bill  for  the  further  survey  of  the  harbor  of, 
and  the  coast  of  Florida,  reported,  and 
read  twice    ------    716 

amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading      737 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    747 

Chastang,  Joseph.    (See  Baudin,  Nieholae.) 
Cherokee  Indians,  a  communication  from  a  del- 
egation of,  concerning  Georgia  lands,  laid 
on  the  table 622 
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Cherokee  In^Uns — continued.  Page.  | 
Mr.  Benton  preeenfed  the  roemoijal  of  John 
Hoes  and  others,  in  -relation  to  their  pow* 
er  to  impose  taies,  read  and  referred      -     775 
Chesapeake   and   Delaware   Canal   Company, 
Mr.  Findlaj  presented  the  memorial  of 
the,  praying  tlie  aid  of  Congress,  read, 
and  referred      '.-••- 
a  communication  from  the  President  of  the, 
referred          ----.- 
a  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  to  the  stock 
of  the,  reported  and  read        ... 
report  in  full             •        -        •     .  - 
the  bill  read  the  second  time     •        -        . 
laid  on  th^  table      ..... 
Chesley,  William  F.,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith 
presented  the  petition  of,  jead,  and  re- 
ferred - 182 

adverse  report  made 853 

laid  on  the  table 376 

Child,  John  T.,  and  others,  Mr.  D'Wolf  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  relative  to  French 
depredatidns,  read,  and  referred 
Childs,  Thomas.    (See  WiUard,  Julius,) 
Chitwood,  Sarah,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read   - 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendments  - 
laid  on  the  table        .... 
Christ  Cburch,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  a  memo 
rial  of  the  vestry  of,  read,  and  referred 
a  bill  for  enclosing  the  burial  ground. of,  re- 
ported, and  read    .... 
read  the  second  time 
laid  on  the  table 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Circuit  Courts.     (See  Judiciary.) 

Claims,  the  Committee  on,  appointed 
committee  on,  discharged  - 
a  bill  for  the  settlement  of  pecuniary,  re 

ported,  read,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
considered         .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time    >        .        . 
a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill    - 
recommitted      -        - 
reported  without  amendment    - 
considered         .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
its  passage  negatived 

Clarke,  Audley,  and  others,  Mr.  D'Wolf  pre 
aented  the  memorial  of,  praying  indem 
nity  for  French  depredations,  read,  and 
referred 

Clarke,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre 
sen  ted  the  memorial  of,  praying  increase 
of  doty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred  - 
Clark,  Archibald,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep 
resehtatlves  for  the  relief  of  - 
read  twice,  and  referred    - 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Clarke,  Isaac,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the  peti 
tion  of,  read,  and  referred 
the  committee  discharged,  his  case  having 
been  embraced  in  a  gpDneral  act      -        •    749 
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Clayton,  Thomas,  of  Delaware,  attended  - 
Clerke,  T.  W^  and  others,  Mr.  Van  Buren  pre- 
sented  the   petition  of,  relative  to  the 
alien  law's,  read,  and  referred        •     . 
Clerks,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Niij 
in  relation  to  the  compensation  of  •     • 
similar  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Wu  -  ui 
report  from  the  Postmaster  General,  stating 

the  number  of,  in  his  olfice  - 
a  report  from  (he  Secretary  of  State  re^iectr 
ing  the  number,  dec,  of  ... 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representitirei 
for  an  additional  number  of,  &c,  is  the 
several  Departments,  read  twice,  aod  re- 
ferred  -.---. 

reported 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed - 
Cleveland,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  Home  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of    - 
read  twice,  and  referred    - 
reported  without  amendment    • 
laid  on  the  table        .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Cocke,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives  for  the  relief  of,  aod  J.  t 
Johnson        .        .        .       ^      . 
read  twicO}  and  referred    - 
reported  without  amendment    • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Cod  Fisheries.     (See  Ventk.)  ^ 
Colburn,  Reuben,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  tk 
petition  of,  read,  and  refoned 
adverse  report  made .        .       -       - 
considered         -        -        -       .      . 

agreed  to  - 

Collier,  Charles  M.,  a  bill  from  the  Heiae 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of    • 
read  and  referred      -        ... 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

CoUyer,  Isaac,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  Hoiw 
of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  referred    • 
reported  without  amendment    • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Columbia  Turnpike  Company,  Mr.  Llojd  pr^ 
sented  the  memorial  of  the  presideiituJ 
directors  of  the,  read,  and  referred  • 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the  companj,  reported 
and  read        -        -        -       .      -     • 
read  the  second  time  •       .      -     • 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Columbian  College,  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  MttjM, 
presented  the  memorial  of  the  traitees  of 
the,  read,  and  referred  -       •      -      *     . 
a  bill  for  ihe  benefit  of;  reported  lod  retd  ^ 

report  in  full •  ^ 

bill  read  the  second  time  -       -      '      '  |l 

debated -  t:? 

the  third  reading  refused  *       ~      '      , 
Columbian  InsUtute,  a  bill  from  the  House  or 
RepreaenUtives  for  the  benefit  of  the 
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Columbian  Institute— continaed.  Page. 

bill  read  twice,  and  referred      •        •        -617 

reported  without  amendment    -        •        -    691 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...     780 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    787 
Columbus,  communications  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  relation  to  a  portrait  of,  read, 
and  referred  .... 

resolutions  to  provide  a  place  ibr  the  per 
trait,  reported        -     .   - 

read  the  second  time  ... 

laid  on  the  table        .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  the  Committee 
on,  appointed        ..... 

so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re* 
lates  to,  referred  to  the  above  committee 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
transmitting  statements  of  the 
Committees,  usual  orders  for  the  appointment 
of  the 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing chairmen  of  the        .... 

considered,  amended,  and  ordered  to  the 
third  reading         ..... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  all,  by  the  presiding  offi- 
cer, unless  otherwise  ordered 

adopted    ...-..- 

Congress,  Mr^  Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted  a 

resolution  that  the  next  session  of,  meet 

at  an  earlier  period       .        .        .        • 

amended  and  laid  on  the  table  .        •        - 
Contingent  Fund,  statements  in  relation  to  ex- 
penditures from  the,  read      ... 
Contingent  Expenses,  an  abstract  exhibiting, 
read      .--.--- 
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'*  Constitution,"  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  pre- 
sented a  petition  of  Thomas  Johnson  and 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  ship,  read, 
and  referred  -        -        -        -  ^      -    307 

adverse  report  made         ....    474 

laid  on  the  table 482 

concurred  in    -----        -    630 

Conway,  Samuel.     (See  Jttuh,  John,) 
Cook,  Nicholas.     (See  BawUn,  Nicholas.) 
Cooper,   David,    leave  given,  to  withdraw  his 

papers  -        -        -        -        -        -        -117 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

for  the  relief  of 592 

read  tv^ice,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  617 
reported  without  amendment  •  -  -  653 
ordered  to^the  third  reading  ...  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    750 

Coppuck,  William.    (See  Evantt  Thomas.) 
Copy-Rights,  Mr.  Lowrie  introduced  a  bill  to 
extend,  to  authors  of  paintings  and  draw- 
ings, read      .-----    417 

read  a  second  time,  and  leferred        •        -    422 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        «    446 
considered         ......    513 

a  third  reading  refused      -        -        -«        -    513 

Cordage,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  in- 
formatian  in  regard  to  the  quantity  of, 
mann&etured  Irodi  domestic  hemp  for 
the  Navy 128 
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Cordage — continued.  Page, 

resolution  agreed  to-  -  -  -  -133 
report  in  reply  laid  on  the  table  -  -  297 
a  bill  allowing  drawback  on  the  exportation 

of,  reported  and  read    -        -        -        -     128 
read  the  second  ^ime         .        -        ,        .     142 

considered 243,  499 

lai<[ on  the  table- 509 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  report 
next  session  why  American  hemp  is  net 
used  for         ---... 
considered        -        -  • 

agreed  to  .   ■     - 

Coze,  Daniel  W.,  leave  given  to  withdraw  his 

papers  -        -        -        ... 
Orimes,  a  bill  for  the  punishment  of,  in  arsenals, 
navy  yards,  dbc,  reported,  read  twice,  and 
referred  .^     -        .        -        .        .        . 
reported  without  amendment    .        .        • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Crosby,  John,  Mr.  Holmes  present^  the  me- 
morial of,  in  relation  to  French  spolia- 
tions, read  and  referred  .... 
Custom-House  Officers.    (See  Officers  of  Cus- 
ioms,) 

a 

Davidson,  William.    (See  W%t/e,  Joseph  M.) 
Davis,  Charles  B.,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred    .        .        - 

adverse  report  made  .... 

laid  on  the  table        ..... 

agreed  to  •        -        .  -      - 

Davis,  Mary  and  Solomon,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 
the  petition  of,  read  and  referred    -   ^.  - 

committee  thereon  discharged  ... 
Davis,  Matthew,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of,  praying  an  increase 
of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred  - 
Davis,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Mills  presented 
the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read,  and  referred      ... 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  another  petition  of,  on 
the  same  subject,  read,  and  referred 
Debt,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned 
for,  reported,  and  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

amendment  received         .... 

considered  and  referred     .... 

report  made     .-.-.- 

amendment  agreed  to        «        -        -        - 

Declaration  of  Independence,  a  communication 

from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  relation  to 

the  distribution  of  certain  copies  of  the, 

read  and  referred  -        -        .        .        - 

resolution  directing  their  distribution,  re- 
ported and  read    .        .        .        .        • 

read  a  second  time    ....        -    446 

laid  on  the  table 521 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      •     '  -        -    778 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    779 

Da  Krafft,  Edward,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  a  subscription  to  cer- 
tain copies  of  the  Journals  of  the  Old 
Congress,  read  and  referred  -        -        -      37 

resolution  authorixing  the  purchase  of  ten 
copies,  reported     .        .        -        •        .    322 

agreed  to,  and  the  committee  discharged   -    342 
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Senate  Proceedings  afid  DebaUe. 


Page. 
Delaware  Canal.     (See  Chesapeake  and  Delar 

ware  CanaL) 
Delaware  RWer/Mr.  Findlay  submiUed  »  reso- 
Jution  for  opening  a  canal  between  the 
Susquehannah  and        -        -        .        .      88 

laid  on  the  Uble 92 

Demingi  Demas>  assignee  of  Hugh  Glen,  Mr. 
Noble  presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 

referred 318 

the  committee  thereon  discharged      -        -    422 
Dennie,  1*horoas,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyxl  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  against  the  tariff 
bill,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table      -        -     617 
Denton,  Stephen,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 
presented  tha  memorial  of,  praying  in- 
prease  of  daty  on  iron,  rood,  and  referred     196 
Desobry,  Benjamin,  a  bill  from  the  House  pf 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of     -        •     6fl2 
read  twice,  and  referred     .        •>       -        -     593 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -     709 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      .       -.        -     749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •     752 

Detroit,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  relief  of  the  Chufch  of  St.  Anne» 
and  for  the  extension  of  Lamed  street 
in  the  town  of,  read  twice  and  referred  -     574 
reported  with  amendments        ...    592 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     779 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     787 

Devesin,  Charlefr-Oliver,  Mr.  Johnaon  of  Loui- 
•siana  presented- the  petition  of,  read,  and 
referved    -    -  -     -        -        -        -        -    206 

the  cdnmittee  discharged  ...    287 

Dickerson,  Mahlon,  of  New  Jersey,  attended    -  9 
speech  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 
Constitution           ....      154,402 

remarks  oi,  on  the  same  '-        -      366,  370,  416 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the 

^zpoitation  of  cordage  -        .        .        -  250 

on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  &c.         -        •  391 

speech  of,  on  the  Indian  fur  trade      -        -  449 

remarks  of,  on  the  same  - '  '    -        .        -  41^7 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -        -      584,  693 

remarks  of,  on  the  same    -      590,  615,  660,  689 

Dill,  Eliza,  daughter  of  General  St.  Clair,  Mr. 

Noble  presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 

referred         -        -        -        -        -        -  35 

Direct  Taxes,  a  report  from  thiB  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  '  respecting   the  amount  due, 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed       -        >  25 
Distillers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  the  relief  of  certain,  in  Berks 
county,  Pennsylvania,  read    -        -        -  80 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred    -        -  85 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  109 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  112 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  116 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  relief  of  certain,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred      778 

reported   -  * -  782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  785 

read  the  third  timo,  and  passed          -        -  788 

District  of  Columbia,  Committee  on  the,  ap- 
pointed -        -  •     -        -        -        -      27 
Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolution^  in  rela- 
tion to  the  judicial  code  of  the       -        -     120 
agreed  .to          ......     125 


I^istrict  of  Columbia— continued.  Pigi, 

>.  '■  a  bill  altering  the  times  of  holdiDg  the  eoarti 
in  the,  reported,  and  read  twice   -      •  449 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  43 

amendments  received        -       -      -     •  rdd 
concurred  in     -        -        -       -       -     •  716 
(See  Registers  of  Wills,) 
Donelson,  John,  and  Stephen  Heard,  a  bill  fe 
the  relief  of,  introduced,  read  twice,  ui 

referred U7 

reported  without  amendment    -      -     -  li( 
considered        -        -        -        -      -      -  Ttt 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -      •      •  It! 

.  read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •      •  7M 

amendments  received        -       -      •      •  78 

concurred  in     -        -        -       -      •      •  77! 

Doorkeeper,  Mr.  Lanman  submitted  a  reeslotisQ 
authorizing  the,  Moantjoy  Bayly,  to  em- 
ploy  one  assistant  and  two  horeet,  read 
twice    -        -        -'       -        -       -      -    II 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed   -      -      -    SI 

Doughty,  John  C,  and  otliers,  Mr.  Dickenoa 
presented  the  petition  of,  in  reUdon  to 
the  tarif!^  read  and  referred    -       •      •  119 
Dowlen,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  prescot- 
ed  the  petition  ol^  praying  an  iDcrease  of 
duty  on  iron,  read,  end  referred    -     -  117 
Drayton,  William,  and  others,  the  memorial  of, 
against  an  increase  of  duties,  read,  lod 
referred         -        -         -        -       -      -  515 

Drawbacks,  Mr.  D*WoIf  submitted  a  resolatioo 
in  relation  to,  on  domestic  maoaftctorei 
when  the  material  is  of  foreign  growth  •   43 
agreed  to  -----     •   47 

a  bill  allowing,  on  the  exportation  of  corf- 
age,  reported,  and  read         -       .     •  ISS 
read  the  second  time  -        -       -     •  14t 

considered         -        -        -        -       -  841.499 

laid  on  the  table        -   '     -        - . '    -     •  5W 
Dry  Dock,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  fa 

the  construction  of  a      -        -       -     •  ITrt 
agreed  to  -        -        -        .      -     .  Ttt 

Duane,  William,  a  letter  received  from  the  8e^ 
retary  of  War  respecting  the  amoootof 
a  judgment  obtained'against  -      •     •    IS 
Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petitioa  o(  mi 
and  referred  -        -         -        -      .     -  294 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  mi  -  417 
read  the  second  time  •        ...  414 

laid  on  the  taWe ^ 

debated,  and  ordered  to  the  third  ret£Bg-  SN 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •     -  ^ 
Dubord,  Anna,  the  petition  of,  presealed  hit 

session,  referred  -  -  -  .  -  589 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  lead  -  (77 
read  the  second  time  -        .      .      •  581 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -      •      •  744 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •      -  '^ 
Duncan,  Jonas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  -  "  * 
read  twice,  and  referr^     -       -      .      •  »S 
reported  without  amendment    -      '      '  !^ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -      *      '  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -      -  ^ 
Duties  on  Imports,  a  biU  in  relation  to,  tad  toi- 

nsge,  read  twice,  and  referred  *    ^ 

reported  with  amendments       '      *     '    u 

debated '         % 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -   '" 
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Duties  on  ImportB — continued.  Page, 

a  bill  fiom  the  House,  of  Represeutatives  to 

amend   the  acts  lading,  read  .        -        .     624 
considered         ......     r)30 

referred     -.--.-.     531 
reported  with  amendroeDts        «        .        •    669 
considered  583,  691,  615,  618,  654,  6M,  676,  691 

708,  710 
amended  -        -        -        -       711,  712,  71d,  7L5 

considered         -        -        717, 723, 727,  734,  738 
passed       .......     744 

disagreement  to  the  amendments        -        -    751 
considered         ----.-     764 
committee  of  conference  appointed     -        -     759 
report  of  the  committee  made  and  agreed  to     765 
Mr.  Barbour  euhmitted  a  resolution  Ibr  print- 
ing and  distributing  a  number  of  copiea 
of  the  act       -..-.. 
laid  on  the  table         ..... 
Mr.  Llovd  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
a  report  at  the  next  session  of  the  efieet 
upon  the  revenue  of  the  act   - 
laid  on  the  table        ..... 
agreed  to- 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force  certain  sec- 
tions  of  an  act  respecting,  and  tonnage  - 
read,  and  referred      .....     760 
reported  without  amendments  ...    772 
Duval,  Mareen,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  -        -        -     682 
read  twice,  and  reforred    ....     592 
reported  without  amendment    ...     056 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...        .     747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    750 

D'  Wolf,  James,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended        •       84 
speech  of,  on  .the  bill  allowing  drawbacks 
on  cordage     ......     243 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -        •     591,658 
Dyott,  T.  W.,  Mr.  Findlay  pre^nted  the  peti- 
tion of,  respecting  a  modification  of  the 
Tariff,  read,  and  referred 
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Barl,  Elijah,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 
a  memorial  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo* 
liatious,  read,  and  referred      .        .        . 

Earl,  Anthony  S.,  and  others,  Mr.  Mcllvaine 
presented  the  'petition  of,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred 

Earle,  William  N.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re* 

presentatives  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice-, 

and  referred  .... 

reported  without  amendments    • 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  pass^  - 

Easton,  Sarah,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petition 
of,  and  Dorothy  8torer,  daughters  of  Col 
K.  H.  Harrison,  read,  and  referred 
adverse  report  made  ... 
laid  on  the  table      '^-        -        -       . 
considered         .         -         .         - 
agreed  to  - 
Eaton,  John  H.,  of  Tennessee,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  hill 
Eaton,  William,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  a  peti 
tion  of,  praying  a  settlement  of  accounts, 
read,  and  referred .        -        -        - 
adverse  report  made  ... 
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Eaton,  William — continued. 

report  laid  on  the  table      ... 
leave  given  him  to  withdraw  his  papers 
Edington,  James,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  a  petition 
A)f,  read,  and  referred     .... 

the  committee  discharged  .... 

Edwards,  Henry,  of  Connecticut,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  lim- 
ited acts        ...... 

Edwards,  Ninian,  of  Illinois,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill   for  the  relief  of 
Francis  Henderson        .... 

resignation  of   • 
Edwardsville,  a  hill  from  the  House  of  ^pre- 
sentatives to  define  the  boundary  of,  aiid 
Springfield  land  districts,  read 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Elliott,  John,  of  Georgia,  attended    ... 
remarks  of,  un  his  resolution  in  relation  to 

Florida  land  titles  -        -        .        .        .       78 
remarks  of,  on  the  Florida  road  bill   -        -     293 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill         ...     614 
Elliott,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Hayne  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  protesting  against 
an  increase  of  duties,  read,  and  referred  - 
Ellis,  Enos,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  an  increase  of  duties, 
read,  and  referred  .... 

Emerson,  Joseph,   and  others,  Mr.  Holmes  pre* 
sented  the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French 
spoliations,  read,  and  referred 
English,  Elkanah.     (See  Martin,  David.) 
English  Turn.    (See  Louieiana,) 

Engrossing  Clerk,  Mr.  Seymour  submitted  a  re- 
solution to  employ  an  additional,  read    - 
rend  the  second  time  .... 
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108 


103 
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referred 117 

reported  with  amendments  -  .  .132 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  .  .  |38 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .     142 

Erwiu,   Aaron,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented  the  memorial  of,  praying  addition- 
al duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred        -  147 
Eslava,  Miguel,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  heirs  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred        -         .        .691 

reported  without  amendment    ...  733 

laid  on  the  table        -        -    ^    -        -        •  761 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  *    -        -        -  768 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  761 

Evans,  Edward,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of      -        .        -  667 
read  twice,  and  referred        ...  676 
reported  without  amendment    ...  736 
ordered  to  the  third  rending       ...  762 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        -  761 
Brans,  Thomas,    and   William  Coppqck,  Mr. 
Smith  presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 

referred 132 

adverse  report  made  -        .        •        -        •  363 

laid  on  the  Ubte 876 

Expiration  of  laws.     (See  Acta.) 

F. 

Factories,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
exhibiting  the,  employed  in  manufac- 
tures liable  to  duties,  read      -        •        -     146 
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Fanning,  J.  B.,  a  biU  from  the  Hoase  of  Rapre- 
sentatives  for  tho  benefit  of  the  adinmi«> 
trator  of        -----        - 

read,  and  referred      ..... 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        * 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ... 
read  tho  third  time,  and  paseed 
Farrow,  Nimrod,  and  Richard  Harris,  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of,  introduced,  and  read  - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Secretary  of 
War  requested  to  report  how  far  a  former 
act  for  the  relief  of,  haa  been  eiecnted    - 
the  report  received,  read,  and  referred 
the  bill  reported  without  amendment 
considered         ...... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Ferguson,  Benjamin,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  pre- 
sented the  petition  of^  praying  the  erec- 
tion of  additional  lighthouses  on  the  Ches- 
apeake bay,  read,  and  referred       -         -    389 
Fergusod,  Ebeneser,   and  others,   Mb  Findlay 
presented  the   memorial  of,   praying   a 
modification  of  the  tariff,  read,  and  refer- 
red       -------    206 

Finance,  the  Committee  on,  appointed     -        -      27 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  state  of  the  finances,  received, 
and  a  number  of  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed  -       ,-        -        .        .        .82 

Findlay,  \VilIiam,.of  Pennsylvania,  attended   -        9 
Firman,  Joseph,    and   others,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of    617 
read  twice,  and  referred    -     *   -        .        .    653 
reported  without  amendment    ...    676 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        .   •     .     749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        •     752 
Fisher,  George,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of      -        -         -     593 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -     616 

reported  with  amendments        ...    656 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        -771 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -     773 
Fisher,  James  C,  and  oihrrd,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the   memorial    of,   stating    their 
claims  for  French  spolistiuns,  read,  and 

referred 123 

Fisher,  'William  L.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  that  no 
additional  duty  msy  be  put  upon  wool, 
read,  and  refiorred  •        -        -        -        -     242 

Fiske,  James  B.,  and  others,   Mr.  Holmes  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred     258 
adverse  report  made  and  concurred  in        -     758 

Five  Sisters,  a  bill  from  tho  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  a  register  to  the  schooner        -  691 
read  twice,  and  referred    .        -        .        .  703 
repoited  without  amendment    -   .     -        -  716 
laid  on  the  Uble 748 

Florida,  Mr.  Elliott  submitted  a  resolution  in 
relation  to  sums  paid  for  lands  in,  prior 

to  the  treaty  of  1783     ....  75 

considered        --.-.-  78 

agreed  to 79 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

for  opening  certain  roads  in,  read         -  87 

resd  the  second  time          ....  92 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  1.^3 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  294 


Florida — continued. 

bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 


a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentativM  Ui 
settling  private  land  claims  in  -  . 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  ... 
reported  with  amendments  •  .  . 
laid  on  the  table  •  .... 
recommitted  -  -  .... 
reported  without  amendments  - 

considered        • 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  * 
amendments  received,  and  concurred  io  * 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repregentaiivfli 
giving  sanction  to  an  act  of  the  Legiiii' 
ture  of         ...... 

read         .--.... 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred    • 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  letter  from  the  Governor  of^  transmittiiig 
a  copy  of  laws,  read       .... 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  further  survey  of  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  South  Carolioi, 
and  the  coast  ^of,  reported 
read  twice        -        -         .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
a  hill  from  the  House  of  Representativii 
grsnting  land  to,  for  the  Seat  of  Govero* 
mentt  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasied  -       -     • 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  ReprMeotatim 
granting  land  to  certain  aettteis  in,  ml 
twice,  and  referred  -        ... 

reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  KepresentatiTCi  to 

establish  territorisl  government  in  • 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        .       -      * 
reported  without  amendment     - 
debated,  and  ordered  to  the  third  mdiof 
read  the  third  tinve,  and  passed  - 
a  hill  from  the  House  of  Reprewntitrvn 
concerning  wrecks  on  thf  coast  d,  rtid 
twice,  and  referred         -        -      •     - 
reported    ...        .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Folsom,  Jonathan,  and  Thomas  Haven,  Mr.  Pir* 

rott  presented  the  petition  of,  resd  tod 

referred  -        -         .        .       -      • 

the  committee  discharged  -        -       -      ' 

Forbea,  John,  and  Company,  Mr.  King  presfnted 

the  petiibn  of,  praying  confinaatioo  of 

title  to  certain  land,  read,  and  referred  • 

a  bill  for  thst  purpose  reported,  and  resd  - 

read  the  second  time       '  -        •      -      ' 

recommitted      -        -        .        -      -      • 

a  bill  releasing  to  the  heirs  of,  or  to  J.  Mc 

A  Ulster,  a  certain  tract  of  land,  reported 

and  read        -        -        .       -       •      • 

read  the  second  time  .        .       •      - 

laid  on  the  table        .        .        .       -      - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  timc^  and  passed 
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SenaU  Proceedkiffs  and  Debatst. 


Page. 
Foreign  Relations,  the  Coronnittee  on,  appointed  27 
BO  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  said  committee        -  30 
Mr.  MiUs  appointed  on  the  committee  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  King         -        -        ...  48 
Forman,  Robert  S.,  a  bill  from  the   House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read  and 
referred         -.----  678 
reported  without  amendment     -        •        -  681 

laid  on  the  table 746 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        •  752 
Forrest,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  and  referred        -        -        -  47 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read     -  141 
read  the  second  time          -        -        -        -  147 

laid  on  the  table        -        -        -        .        -  152 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  772 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -        -  773 

Fortifications,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

sentatiTes,  making  an  appropriation  for 

certain           -----.  566 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        •        .        -  669 

considered         ......  678 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  560 
Fort  St.  Philip.     (See  Road,) 
Foster,    Roger,   and   others,   Mr.    Lowrie   pre- 
sented the  petition  of^  praying  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred       -  159 
Fountain,  Garrett,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of   -    •    -        -  114 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -        -  115 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         -  126 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -        -  138 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -        -  141 
Frank,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  and  referred         -         -         -  48 
the  committee  discharged            -         -         -  126 
Franks,  Samuel  D.,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlaj  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read  and  referred  287 
Frauds,  Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  in 

relation  to,  on  the  revenue     -        -        -  30 

read,  and  referred      -----  35 

committee  discharged        -        -        -        -  757 

resolution  respecting,  on  public  lands         -  166 
committee  report  the  present  laws  sufficient 

to  prevent,  on  pubhc  lands     -        .        .  75O 

French  Spoliations,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  re- 
solution concerning        -        -         -        -  317 
sgrecd  to           -----.  320 
memorials  on  the  subject  of,  read  and  re- 
ferred     108,  111,  115 

the  committee  discharged   from  numerous 

memorials  in  relation  to         -        -        -  780 

Fur  Trade,  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  Treaty 
of  Gbent>  in   regard  to  the  Indian,  re- 
ported and  read     -        -        .        .        -  353 
read  the  second  lime          ...        -  376 

laid  on  the  table .429 

considered         -        -       432, 449, 501',  505, 738 

ordered  to  a*third  reading           .        .        -  763 

the  title  amended,  and  the  bill  passed         -  762 

amendments  received        -        -        -        -  773 

agreed  to           -.--.-  779 

Fry  and  Spalding,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

resenUtives  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  -  617 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Public  Lands   .        -        •        -        -  653 


Fry  and  Spalding — continued.  Page, 

bill  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  •  676 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  70S 
reported  without  amendments  ...  726 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  74# 
cead  the  third  time»  and  passed  -        •    758 

G. 

Gaillard,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended       -        9 
elected  President  pro  tempore   -        -        *     768 
Gardener,  Paul,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 
the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read  and  referred      ...     108 
Garsed,  Joshua,  Mr.  Findiay  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  praying  an  increase  of  certain 
duties,  read  and  referred        -        -        -     151 
Gaunt,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  a  modification  of 
the  tariff,  read,  aud  referred  ...     159 
Gautrais,  (larpin  de  la,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  heirs  of,  reported,  and  read       -        -    300 

read  the  second  time  ....    306 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -    419 

road  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    422 

Gautrais,  Marie  Louise  de  la,  Mr.  Johnson  pre- 

'sented  the  petition  of,  read  and  referred      85 
(See  Gau/rats,  Harpin  </c  la.) 
'<  General  Jackson,"  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  concerning  the  ship,  read 
twice,  and  referred  .        .        -        -    674 

reported  without  amendment     .         -        -    577 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -     74T 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -  ^     -     760 
General  Land  Office,  a  bill  Co  authorize  the  em- 
ployment of  assistants  in  the,  reported 
'  and  read        ..----    233 
read  the  second  time  -         -        •        ^    242 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        -        -    823 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -         -    328 
General  Post  Office,  so  much  of  the  President's 

Messdge  as  relates  to  the,  referred        -       87 
a  report  of  the  number  of  clerks  in  the       -    294 
Georgia,  a    Message  from  the  Pxesident  with 
documents  in  relation  to  Indian  reserva- 
tions in         ..--.-    462 
read  and  laid  on  the  table        •        -        *    471 

referred -        •    *74 

Ghent,  Treaty  of.     (See  Fur  Trade,) 
Giffin,  David,  and  Samuel  Uoag,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representative!!  for  the  relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred        .        -        -    674 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -     681 
ordered  to  the  third  reading    -        -        -    747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    760 
Gilbert,  Samuel,  Mr.  Barton  submitted  a  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  the  claim  of    -        -      81 
agieed  to-        -        -        "        ~        •        -86 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read    -      80 
read  the  second  time        .        -        -        -      84 

debated q,    ,?2 

postponed          -        -        -        -        -       81,  ii» 
Gold,  Silver^  and  Jewels,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted 
a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  transpor- 
tation of,  ill  armed  vessels      -        -        -      48 
amended  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        -      60 
a  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of,  re- 
ported and  read     .        .        -        -        -     128 
read  the  second  time          ....     142 
postponed         -        -        -        "        "        -152 
laid  on  the  Uble *8» 
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Cbldy  &c. — continued. 

bill  considered  .        -         . 

ordered  to  the  thiid  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  paved 
Goldsmith,  Morris,  and  Anthony   Roderick,   a 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  relief  of,  read  and  referred  - 

reported  without  amendment     -        .        - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Goodrich,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Edwards  pre- 
sented  the    memorial  of,  in  relation    to 
French  spoliations,  read  and  referred 
Gordon,    William,   and   others,    Mr.  Dickcrson 
presented  the  memorial   of,  praying  an 
increase  of  duties,  read  and  referred 
GoTe,  Grorget  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and   referred  ..... 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        . 

read  the  third  time,  and   passed 
Government,   a  bill   making  partial   appropria- 
tion:f  for  the  support  of,  reported  and  read 

ordered  to  the  third  readiog      ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  laid  on  the  table 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  same  purpose      .... 

read  twice,  and  amended  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represcntstives 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of, 
read  and  referred  ..... 

reported  with  amendments        >        .        . 

considered         -         -         -        .       422,424,429 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         .     430 

the  House  disagrees  to  the  amendment 

tUe  Senate  recedes    ..... 
Gracie,  Archibald,   Mr.   Van   Buren  presented 
the  petition  of,  read  and  referred    - 

Gray,  Henry,  and  William  Gray,  Mr.  Lloyd 
presented  the  memorial  of,  stating  losses 
susuioed  by  them  at  Porto  Rico,  read 
and  referred  ..... 

a  report  made  ...... 

considered,  and  the  memorial  referred  to 
the  Department  of  State        ... 

Greece,  Mr.  Hayne  communicated  certain  reso- 
lutions of  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
relative  to  the  recognition  of  the  inde- 
pendence of,  read  and  laid  on  the  table   > 

Greemer,  John,  and  others,   Mr.   Lowrie   pre- 
sented   the  memorial  off  read   and   re. 
ferred    ....... 

Green,  Peter,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  peti- 
tion  of,  praying  a  Fettlement  of  his  ac- 
counts, resd  and  referred 
Greer,  George,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition 
of,  praying  a  pension,  read  and  referred 
the  committee  discharged  ... 

Gregory,  Francis  H.,  a  bill  rewarding  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  two  gigs  under,  reported, 
and  read        ...... 

read  the  second  time  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasKed 
Griffin,  (^yrus.     (See  Lincoln,  Benjamin.) 
Guichot,  Maiurin,  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

resenlatives  for  the  relief  of   -         -         .     617 
read  twice,  and  referred    ....     653 
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Guichot,  Maturin— continued. 

bill  reported  without  amendmeot 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  t^e,  and  passed 

Gwynn,  Charles,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred 


a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  andreid  •  MS 
read  ^e  second  time  >  .  -  •  3S3 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  •  •  -  43 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •     .  M 

H. 

Hallam,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  Edwanli  pn* 
sented  the  memorial  of,  in  reltiioa  to 
French  spoliations,  read,  snd  referred  • 
Hall,  John,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the  petition o(| 
praying  release  from  imprisonmeat, reid, 
and  referred  -  -  .... 
adverse  report  made  .... 

agreed  to .         -        .        .... 
Hall,  William,  bill   from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of     -       •      - 
read  twice,  and  referred  .  >        -       •>      • 
reported  without  amendment    . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Harris,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerwn  pr^ 
sented   the   petition   of,  prayiog  to  in- 
crease oi  duties,  read,  and  referr«d 
Harrison,  Henry,   and   others,  Mr.  Dickersn 
presented  the  petition  o^  praying  so  io- 
create  of  duties,  read,  and  referred 
Harrison  and  Sterret,  Mr*  Smith  presented  tbi 
petition  of,  in  relation  to  auction  nlOi 
read,  and  referred  .        .       .     • 

Harvey,  Henry,  and  others,  Mr.  Macon  preiot 
ed  the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  Freock 
«poliatioini,  read,  and  referred       -     • 
Haven,  Thomas.     (See  FoUom^  JopMtkttn.) 
Hawkins,  Mary  H.,  bill  from  the  Houie  of  Kcp- 
resentatives  for  the  relief  of  - 
reed  twice,  and  referred     -        .       .     • 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -      •     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  pained 
Hayne,  Robert  Y.,  of  South  Caioiioa,  atteaded 
remarks  of,  on  proposed  ameadoeotstotle 
Constitution  -         -        S9,3tf,3H, 

speech  of,  on  the-  same  >  .  •  • 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fraaoi  Heo* 
derson  .  ...  -  -  •  • 
remarks  of,  on  the  same  •  -  -  * 
on  the  resolutions  in  honor  of  Lafajette  * 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  additiontl  sloofs 
of  war  -        -         -        -      -      • 

on  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt 
on  the  Tariff  bill      .         .        -      •      - 
remarks  of,  on  the  same    -       .      .    661 
Heard,  Stephen.    (See  Doneleon,  Joibi.) 
Hemp.     (See  Cordage*) 
Hempstead,  Charles  S.,  snd  others,  Mr.Bentos 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  tod  re- 
ferred  -        -        -        -       :      -      • 
report  made      •        -        .       -      -      • 
(See  Missouri*) 
Henderson,  Francis,  Mr.  Hayne  preaented  the 
petition  of,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  t&« 
heirs  of  Col.  John  Laurens,  read,  aad 
referred  •        •        .        -       •      ' 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  tDditad  • 
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Henderson,  Francis — continued. 

bill  read  the  second  time   - 
the  report  in  full 
the  bill  laid  on  the  table    -  . 
considered         ... 
postponed  indefinitely 


-  V 


Page. 

-  81 

-  85 
.       87 

92,  97,  306 

-  307 


Henly,  Arthnr  H.,  bill  from  the  Hoase  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  -         -        •         -     '   -         -  674 
reported  without  amendment     -        •  -      *  682 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         •         •  77g 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        •  787 
Henshaw,  Andrew,  Mr.  King  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred    -        •        -  64 
adverse  report  made           -        -        *        -  182 
agreed  to           ---.-.  207 
Henshaw,  D.,  Mr.  Seymoor  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  in  relation  to  French  depredations, 
read,  and  referred          ....  08 
Hewes,  Thomas,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred    -        -        .  328 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -  428 
read  the  second  time          ....  430 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       »        -        -  610 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  614 
Hill,  William,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred      *        -        -        •  28 

Hillf  Peter,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  a  modiBcation  of 
the  Tariff,  read,  and  referred  .        .        «     206 

Hoag,  Samuel.     (See  Gijfin,  Datnd.) 

Slobart,  Peter,  and  Lewis  Judson,  Mr.  Kelly  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  83 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read  -  147 
read  the  second  time  •  -  -  -  161 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  264 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  266 

Hoff,  Charles,  and  others,  Mr*  Dickrrson  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred     136 
Hoffman,  M.,  and  others,  auctioneers,  Mr.  King 

presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred     242 
Hogan,  John  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  repeal  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief of,  read   -------    446 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  449 
reported  without  amendment  ...  608 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  621 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    622 

'  Hogg,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Branch  presented 
the  memorial  of,  in  relation  to  French 
spoliations,  read,  and  referred         -        -     1 16 

HoUiday,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Hoase  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of  -  -  •  682 
read  twice,  and  referred  .  -  •  .  692 
reported  without  amendment  ...  663 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  779 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  787 

HoUing,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  presented 
the  memorial  of,  in  relation  to  French 
spoliations^  read,  and -referred         -        -       65 
'        Holmes,  David,  of  Mississippi,  attended    -        -        9 
Holmes,  John,  of  Maioe,  attended     .        -        .        9 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  in  relation  to 

the  civilization  of  the  Indians  -        -     124 

remarks  of,  on  proposed  amendments  to  the 

>  Constitution  -        -.       -        -     158,  870 

>  on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war     230,  231 


Holmes,  John — continued.                                   Page, 
remarks  of,   on  the  hill  to  secure  the  ac- 
countability of  public  officers-        •    236,  237 
on  the  bill  for  opening   certain  roads  in 

Florida 293 

on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 

military  service  -  -  -  -  -  311 
on  the  bill  for  a  supply  of  cannon,  dbc.  330,  332 
on  the  bill  concerning  an  ordinance  of  Ala- 
bama -  -  -  -  -  .  .  •  841 
on  the  Indfan  fur  trade  ....  480 
on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads  and  cansis  642 
on  the  Tariff  bill        -        -        -     613,  662,  668 

Hook,  Josiah,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred  -  -  •  68 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read  -  80 
read  the  second  time  -  -  -  -  84 
considered  -  -  -'-  -  -102 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  108 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed-        -        -  110 

Hooper,  William,  and  Nathaniel  Hooper,  Mr. 
Mills  presented  the  petition  of,  in  rela- 
tion to  French  spoliations,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   .-..---    905 

Howell,  John  S.,  and  others,  Mr.  Mcllvaine 
presented  the  petition  of,  praying  an  in- 
creaae  of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  re* 
ferred    .......    430 

Howlaad,  John  H.,  Mr.  King  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred    -  ■       -        -  608 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -  628 
read  the  second  time         •        -        •        •  638 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  74$ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  760 
Huber,  Tobias,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  peti> 
tion  of,  praying  an  increase  of  duties  on 
imports,  read,  and  referred     -        1-        •  876 

Huffman,  Brniamin,  m  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read      -  87 

read  the  second  time          •        -        •        •  92 

reported  without  amendment     -        - .       •  772 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        .        «  78S 

read  the  third  time,  Mid  passed  -        .        .  788 

Hamphrey,  Charles,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of      -        -  581 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  588 

reported  without  amendment     ...  6I8 

ordered  to  the  third  reading     ,  -        -        -  747 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        ...  750 

Humphreys,  Ann  F.    (See  Uncoln,  Martin.) 
Humphreys,  David.    (See  Idncoin,  Benjamin*) 
Hunt,  William,  and  others^  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,    praying  an  in- 
crease of  duties,  read,  and  referred-        -     119 

Hunter,  James,  and  John  P.  Williamson,  sure- 
ties of  Benjamin  Wall,  Mr.  Elliott  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -      76 
the  committee  discharged  -        -        .        .     147 

Huntington,  Jabez,  and  others,  Mr.  Lanman 
presented  the  petition  .of,  in  relation  to 
French  spoliations,  read,  and  reforred     -     106 

Huson,  Cornelius,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the 

petition  of,  read  and  referred  *        -     127 

the  committee  thereon  discharged      -  ,     -    300 

Hottleston,  Henry,  Mr.  Mills  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  in  relation  to  French  spoliations, 
read  and  referred  .        -        -        .        .    52ft 
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niinoii,  a  hill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  alter  the  terms  of  the  district  court  in, 

read      -        -        -        -        -        -        -  418 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred    -        -  422 
reported  without  amendments  -        -        -446 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  510 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        >  514 

Imports.     (See  DtUies.) 

Imprisonment  for  Debt,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a 
resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  26 
agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed  -  29 
a  bill  to  abolish,  reported  and  read  -  -  10 1 
read  the  second  time  •  -  -  -  110 
postponed          -        -        -        -        -     112,  160 

laid  on  the  table 242 

considered  258,  276,  291,  346,352,  419,  482,  484 

recommitted     .....'.  499 

vote  reconeidered      .        .        .        •        .  503 

the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -        -  504 

read  the  thi^d  time,  and  passed  -        .        .  604 
a  bin  supplemental  to  the  acts  for  the  relief 

of  persons    under,    reported*  and  read  474 
twice    -----.- 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  482 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  484 

Indiana,  Mr.  Noble  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  the  organization 
of  an  additional  circuit,  dbc,  read  and  re- 
ferred   49 

._^  Mr.  Noble  presented  a   memorial  of,   re> 

specting  a  canal  to  unite  the  Wabash 
with  Lake  Erie,  read  and  referred  -        •     136 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  resolution  of,  Te« 
specting  the  Tariff,  read  and  referred    -     258 

Mr.  Noble  comrounieated  a  preamble  and 
resolutions  from  the  Legislature  of,  in  re* 
lation  to  the  National  Road,  read  and 
referred         -•..--    208 

the  committee  discharged  ...    788 

Mr.  Noble  communicated  a  preamble  and 
resolutions  from,  respecting  the  Indian 
title  to  lands  in,  laid  on  the  table  -        -    255 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of,  praying  a  revocation  of 
an  ordinance  in  relation  to  taxation  of 
lands,  read  and  referred  ...    295 

a  report  made,  with  a  bill  granting  the  pe- 
tition in  part 323 

report  and  bill  read  -        -        -        .        .     324 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  resolution  of,  expres- 
sive of  sympathy  with  Greece,  read  and 
placed  on  file 313 

Mr.  N.  presented  a  memorial  in  relation  to 
purchasers  of  lands,  read  and  referred    -     325 

Indiana,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
with  an  abstract  of  licenses  granted  to 
agents,  dtc,  to  trade  with  the,  read  and 
referred         ......      36 

•o  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to  the,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  ....      37 

Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  civilization  of  the,  read      -        -     124 

agreed  to  ......     130 

St  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  rela- 
tion to  the  civilisation  of  the,  read  -        -     141 


Page. 
27 
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Indian  Affairs,  the  Gemmittae  on,  appmntad    • 
discharged        ...... 

Indian  Department,  report  from  the  Second  Ae- 
ditor  relative  to  accounts  in  the,  read  aad 
referred         ---... 
Indian  Treaties,  a  bill  feom  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  appropriations  Ibr 
read  twice,  and  referred    ... 
reported  -----. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Innea,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  memorial  of,  praying  a  revision  of  the 
Tariff,  read  and  referred         -         -        -    11) 
Invalid  Pensions.     (See  Pensions.') 
Iron,  petitions  in  relation  to  dnty  on,  read  and 

referred        -  481,  107,  115,  430,  353 

J. 

r 

Jack,  Andrew,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  respecting  duly 
on  iron,  read  and  referred      -        -        -    IJf 

Jackson,  Andrew,  of  Tennessee,  attended        •      21 
remarks  of,  on  the  case  of  Alexander  A. 

White 1« 

on  the  bill  for  making  a  military  road  -  308 
on  the  bill  for  Florida  roads  -  -  29S,  ^ 
on  the  bill  for  a  supply  of  cannon,  dec      -    33y 

Jackson,  James,  and  J.  C.  McLemore,  aeeurities 
of  Robert  Sercy,  Mr.  Baton    preacnted 
the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred    -        -     47 
a  resolution  granting  the  withdravml  of  their 

papers  reported      -        -         •         -        -   S! 
agreed  to-        -        -        -        -         --S!9 

Jackson,  Joseph,  and  othera,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  respecting  the 
Tariff,  read  and  referred         -         -        •    US 

Jackson,  Richard,  and  others  Mr.  Knight  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  respecting  French 
spoliations,  read  and  referred         •       -    109 

Jacobs,  Cyrus,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  in  relation  to 
duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred     -  »     •    U7 

James,  Mo/i'is,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the  petittoa 

of,  read,  and  referred     -         -         .       .     57 

James,  Mary,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  B^ce- 

sentatives  for  the  relief  of  •  -  -  579 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  ...  573 
reported  without  amendments  -  .  .  Sdl 
indefinitely  postponed        .         .        i       -    745 

Jamieson,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay 
presented  the  petition  of,  in  relatioa  to 
the  tariff,  read  and  referred    -        .       -    233 

Jenkins,  Robert,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  duty  on  iron,  read  -        -       -107 
read  and  referred      -        -         -        .       •    liM 

Johns,  M.  8.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  doty  on  auction 
aales,  read,  and  referred         -        -        -    SSI 

Johnson,  Henry,  of  Louisiana,  attended  .        -  9 
remarka  of,  on   his  resolution   respecting 

officers  of  the  customs  -        -        .        .  f  7 
on  the  transportation  of  the  mail     -       -  11^ 
on  granting  a  pre-emption  right  to  Alexan- 
der A.  White 151 

on  his  resolution  in  relation  to  aettlementf 

on  public  lands     •        -        -       -       -  iJI 
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Johnson,  Henry— continoed.  Page. 

remarks  of,   on  his  resolution   respecting 
lands  in  Opelousas         .... 

on  tbe  bill  to  secure  the  accountability  of 
public  officers        -        -        -        -        . 

on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  &c. 

on  the  bill  for  thd  settlement  of  claims 

on  his  resolution  respecting  a  post  route  be- 
tween New  Orleans  and  Washington     - 

on  the  bill  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers    ... 

Johnson,  Richard  M.,  of  Kentucky,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  amend  the 
judiciary  system    .        -        .        -        - 

speech  of,  on   the  bill  to  abolish  imprison- 
ment for  debt 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        ... 

Johnson,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  intro- 
duced and  read  -  ^-  -  -  -126 
documents  in  relation  to  tbe  accounts  of, 
/submitted  -.---- 
the  bill  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  - 
reported  without  amendments  -  -  • 
considered  -  -  •  .  ^-  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  •  r  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        . 

Johnson,  Henry,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  snd  referred        ... 

adverse  report  made  -  '      - 

laid  on  the  table        ..... 
Johnson,  Thomas.    (See  Constitution,') 
Johnson,  John  T.    (See  Coeke^  Wiiliatih') 
Johnston,  Jooiah  8.,  of  Iiouisiana,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  ,    • 

Jones,  Banister,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       ... 
Jones,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  an  increase  of  duties 
on  iron,  read,  and  referred      ... 
Jones,  Obadiah,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition 
of,  read,  and  referred      .... 
advene  report  made  ..... 
considered         --.-.- 
agreed  lo- 

Junes,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  Elliott  presented 
the  petition  of,  against  the  tariff,  read, 
and  referred  -        .        .        -        - 
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Jones,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  relief  of  - 
read  twice,  and  referred     ... 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ' 
Journtls,  Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  in  re- 
lation to  a  correction  of  the    -. 
agreed  to 

Journals  of  the  Old  Congress,  Mr.  Johnson  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  purchase  certain, 
read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
laid  on  the  table        .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
amendments  received  and  concurred  in 
the  committee  on  the  petitions  of  Way  and 
Gideon,  and  Edward  De  Krafll,  made  a 
report  authorizing  the  purchase  of  ten 
copies  of  the  - 
concurred  in,  and  the  committee  discharged 
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Judiciary,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  for 

amending  the        -        -        -        -        •  28 

amended,  and  laid  on  the  table  -        -        -  32 

amended,  and  agreed  to  -  -  -  -  38 
a  bill  respecting  invalid  laws,  reported  and 

read       .......  33^ 

read  the  second  time          -        -        -        .  839 

recommitted      ......  339 

a   bill  respecting  circuit  courts,    reported 

and  read        -•••>..  336 

read  the  second  time          ....  339 

laid  on  the  table        .....  419 

debated 674 

laid  on  the  table  .....  577 
Mr.  Talbot  submitted  a  resolution  to  modify 

the  25th  section  of  the  Judiciary  sot  of 

1789 256 

laid  on  the  table        .....  258 

agreed  to-  -  -  .  .  .  .  307 
Judson,  Lewis.     (See  Hobart  Peter  H,) 

K. 

Keating,  Oliver,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    ......  gg 

Kelly,  William,  of  Alabama,  attended       -        ^  4i 
remarka  of,  on  proposed  amendments  to  the 

Constitution  -        -        -^        .        .410 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  an  act  respecting  State 

government  in  Alabama         ...  672 
on,  the  Tariff  bill        •        -        .        -    618,  662 
Kelly,  Hanson,  Mr.  Macon  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred      ...  27 
an  adverse  report  made     -        •        -        -  61 
considered         --*...  52 
recommitted     -        •     '  -        »        .        -  64 
report  made      ......  x26 

recommitted  with  instructions  to  bring  in  a 

bill 127 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -  128 
read  the  second  time         -        -        -        -  188 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        .        -  162 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       .-        .163 
Kendall,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  -        •  80 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -  84 
reported  without  amendments    -        -        •  96 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  102 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  110 
Kennard,  Samuel  G.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  pre- 
sented the  petition  oU  read,  and  referred  119 
Kentucky,  a  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  of,  read        ....  287 
read  the  second  lime         •        -        -        -  288 
ordered  to  thfr  third  reading      -        -        -  818 
read  the  third  time,  and  paMed  ...  323 
a  remonstrance  of  the  Legislature  oU  against 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
case  of  Green  and  others,  read,  and  refer* 

red        -        . 290 

a  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  Circuit 

Courts  in.  reported,  and  read       ^-        -  447 

read  the  third  time,  and  referred        -        •  449 

reported  without  amendment     ...  474 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  475 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        -  482 
Kerr,  Stephen.    (See  MeBride,  Robert.) 
Kilton,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 

the  petition  of,  resid,  and  referred  -        •  146 

King,  William  R.,  of  Alabama,  attended  -        -  46 
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King,  RufsB,  of  New  York,  attended        •        -  9 
a  letter  from,  asking  to  be  excused  from  serr* 

ing  on  cooimhtee,  on  acc6unt  of  ill  health  42 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 

nel  Gilbert 91 

on  the  bill  for  making  a  road  from  Memphis 

to  Little  Rock 118 

on  Mr.  Johnson's  reiolotion  in  relation  to 

settlements  on  public  lands    -        -        -  131 
on  the  bill  to  secure  the  accountability  of 

public  officers        -        -        -        -        -  241 

OB  the  purchase  of  cannon,  &c.  -        -        -  331 
•peech  of,  on  proposed  amendments  to  the 

Constitution          .....  365 
remarks  of,  on  the  same    ...     369,  375 

on  the  Appropriation  bill  ....  424 
OB  the  Indian  fur  trade      ...     457,  460 

on  the  Tariff  bill 615 

King,  Benjamin,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of  -  •  -  617 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  653 
reported  without  amendment  ...  690 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  ...  753 
King,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  present* 

ed  the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -        -  169 

Knight,  Nebemiafi,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended  -  9 

L. 

Lafiijette,  Marquis  de,  resolutions  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  relation  to  the  in- 
tended visit  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  -     129 
report  made      -        -        -        -     -^  -        -     143 
passed  unanimously  -        •        -        .        >     146 
Lake  Superior,  Mr.  Benton  aubmitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  Indian  title  to  land 

near 401 

agreed  to-        ---.-.     419 
a  bill  concerning  the  extinguishment  of  said 

title  reported,  and  read  ....    423 
read  the  second  time  ....    427 

considered,  and  laid  on  the  table        -        -    728 
Lamb,  Clayton,  and  others,  Mr.  Mcllvaine  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  an  increase 
of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred  -        -    353 
Lambdin,  Jonathan  H.,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petiti6n  of,  praying  relief  from  impris- 
onment, road,  and  referred     -        -        -      28 
the  committee  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt   ...      38 
Lambert,  James,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  a  modification  of  the  tariff, 
read,  and  referred  -        -        -        -        •159 
Lambert,  William.    (See  CapiioL) 
Land  Office.    (See  General  Land  Office.) 
Land  Offices,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives in  relation  to  the  correction  of  errors 
in  entries  at  the     -        -        -        -        -    566 
read,  and  referred      .        ^        .        .        .     569 
reported  without  amendment     ...     656 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...    780 
read  the  third  time,  and- passed  .        -        •    785 
Lands,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  for 
the  repeal  of  the  act  respecting  settlements 
unauthorized  by  law  on  public        *        -     124 
read  for  consideration        -        •        -        -     130 
negatived  -        -        -        -        -  ^      .     182 

Mr.  Barton  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  frauds  in  surveying  public  >        -     16 


Lands^continued.  Pige. 

resolution  agreed  to  -        -        -       -      •  205 

Mr.  Lowrie  submi'ted  documents  in  reiatioa 
to  the  surveys  and  sales  of,  ordered  to  ht 
printed  -        -        -        -       -       -     •  461 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreientaUm 

granting  pre-emption  rigbta  to  ail  coM' 

ties  and  parishea  in  which  public,  are  «)- 

uated    -        -        -        .       - 

read,  and  referred      ... 

reported  without  amendment     - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  ReprewnUtiTci 

to  provide  for  the  sale  of,  convejed  to  tiu 

United  States  in  certain  cases 

read  twice,  and  referred    - 

reported  without  amendment    - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  Benton  introduced  a  bill  for  dispooi  of 

refuse  

read  .        -        -        -        . 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    - 
laid  on  the  table        ... 

Land  Warrants.     (See   Military  Land  War' 

rants,) 

Langdon,  Henry  S.,  late  Navy  Agent,  Mr.  Pu- 

rott  preaented  the  petition  of,  read  and 

referred  -        -.       -        ... 

Langley,  Hezekiah,  Mr.   Lloyd  presented  tke 

petition  of,  read  and  referred 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  Benjamin  M.  Bdt 

reported  and  read  •       -       <     •  til 

read  the  aecond  time         -        -       •     •  iU 

the  third  reading  negatived        -       .     •  SU) 

vote  reconsidered,  and  the  bill  ordsnd  11 

the  third  reading  -        -        ..-514 

Lanman,  James,  of  Connecticat,  attended  ' 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  Francti  Heo- 

derson * 

on  the  bill  regulating  the  tl«nspoitatio&  of 
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on  the  bill  to  secure  the  aoeoantabililf  of 

public  officera        •        .        .      -     • 

Larche,  Francis,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the p^ 

tition  of,  read  and  referred     - 
Lauderman,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  B^ 
resentatives  for  the  relief  of    • 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        .      •     - 
reported  without  amendment    • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Laurens,  Colonel  John.  (8ee^eii(£ereoii,^rsa- 

CIS.) 

Law,  Thomas,  Mr.  Talbot  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  in  relation  to  a  national  carreocj, 
read  and  referred  -         -        -       •      • 
the  committee  discharged  -        -      -      ' 
Lead  Mines  and  Salines,  Mr.  Barton  eobmitted 
a  resolution  respecting  the  sale  of  - 
agreed  to,  and  referred       -        -       -      - 
the  committee  discharged 
Lee,  Richard  Bland.     (See  Young,  Robert) 
Leightner,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  Hooee  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  referred     .        -       -      * 
reported  without  amendment    - 
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LeightDcr,  Henry — continued.  Page* 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading         •        •     747 
read  the  third  time,  and  parsed  •        -    750 

Leiand,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Holmes  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  the  erec- 
tion of  a  pier,  Ac,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
8aco  river,  read  and  referred  -        -      51 

L*£nfant,  Peter  Charles,  Mr.   Mills   presented 
the  petition  of,  read  and  referred  to  tho 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  •     307 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  -        -     308 
Le  Sieur,  Firman,  the  committee  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Taylor  Berry  report  a  bill  for  the 
reliefof  tho  heirs  of,  read        -        -        -     110 
read  the  second  time  -         -        -        -     112 

debated 117 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -         -     133 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     137 

Libraries,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution 
to  distribute  documents,  journals,  &c.,  to 
incorporated,  read  ....       88 

laid  on  the  table         .....       92 
amended  and  agreed  to     -        -        -        -       96 
Library,  the  Committee  on  the,  appointed  -       27 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the,  and  for 
furnishing  the  rooms  in  the  Capitol         -     773 
read  twice,  and  referred    ....    776 

reported 782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  ...  786 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •    789 

Lighthooaes,  Light^vessels,  &c.,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Repreaentativee  for  building 
certain,  read  .....     759 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  760 
reported  with  amendments  ...»  772 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  783 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •    787 

the  Honaa  disagrees  to  the  amendments, 
and  the  Senate  recedes  from  them  -    789 

Lincoln,  Benjamin,  a  bill  to  settle  the  aceoonts 

of,  David  Humphreys  and  Cyras  GrifBn, 

reported  and  read  ..... 

read  the  second  time        .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Lincoln,  Martin,  and  Ann  P.  Humphreys,  Mr. 

Mills  presented  the  petition  of,  read  and 

referred         .--... 

evidence  in  support  of  the  claim  of,  read 

and  referred 339 

the  committee  on  their  petition  report  a  bill 
for  Benjamin  Lincoln  and  others.     (See 
LineolHt  Benjamin.) 
Littell,  E.,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  petition  of, 
praying  that  no  additional  duty  be  placed 
on  books,  read  and  referred     ...    565 
Little,  Otis,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  petition 
o(,  in  relation  to  French  spoliations,  read, 
and  referred  ......     108 

Lloyd,  Edward,  of  Maryland,  attended    -        -       11 
remarks  of,  on  the  claim  of  Virginia  for  cer- 
tain advances        •      '  •         -        -         -       34 

on  the  Tariff  bill 58 

on  the  bill  for  Francis  Henderson       -        -       98 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cordage  -    249 
on  the  Military  Appropriation  bill      -        -    311 
on  the  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of 
gold,  jewels,  dec.   -        -        -        •    820,  321 
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Lloyd,  James,  of  Massachusetts,  attended        -        9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  Francis  Heoder- 
Bon       ..--..-97 

OB  the  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war        -   139, 

149,  229 
speech  of,  on  the  pension  bill  for  widows 

and  orphans  ......     104 

remarks  of^  on  the  bill  allowing  drawback 

on  cordage    .....     251,  500 
on  the  bill  regnlating  the  tnuispoctation  of 

gold,  dec. 320, 

letter  from,  to  the  Editors  of  the  National 

Intelligencer,  correcting  a  report  of  the 

above  remarks,  (note)    .... 
on  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt 
on  the  resolution  in  relation  to  Porlagal 
on  the  Tarifi*  bill       590,  594,  614,  660,  690,  704 

Lloyd,  James,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition 

of,  praying  a  pension,  read,  and  referred 

the  committee  discharged  ... 

Lobdell,  Stetson, .  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  revision 
of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred 
Longitude  of  the  Capitol.  (See  CapitolA 
Lorman,  William,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  pe- 
tition oi,  praying  an  increase  of  duty, 
read,  and  referred  -        •        •        -     161 

Louisiana,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution 
in  relation  to  lands  in,  derived  from  the 
French,  British,  and  Spanish   Govern- 
ments ..----. 
read,  and  agreed  to  - 

a  bill  for  the  benefit  o'f  the  holders  of  lands 
in,  derived  from  those  GoTernments,  re- 
ported, and  read    ..... 
read  the  third  time    -        .        •        .        .    205 

amended 809 

ordered  to  the  third  readibg       -        -        -    319 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    323 
Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing a  report  of  all  land  claims  ftied  in  the 
Register's  office  at  Opeloosat  in    - 
agreed  to  ...--- 

a  bill  authorizing  the  Register  of  the  land 
office  for  the  western  district  of,  to  report 
upon  certain  claims,  reported,  and  read 
read  the  second  time        .... 

considered        ...... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  to  confirm  land 

claims  in,  and  Missouri,  read 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred    - 
Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing certain  swamp  lands  in- 
laid on  the  table        .        .        .        «        - 
a  bill  for  the  aale  of  a  warehouse  at  Engliah 
Turn,  and  the  erection  of  a  dwelling- 
house  at  Balize  in,  reported,  and  read 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendments   - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  bill  to  provide  a  Surveyor  General  for, 

and  Mississippi,  reported,  and  read  -  342 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  •  345 
reported  without  amendment  .  -  .  422 
laid  on  the  table        ....  509 
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a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  RepmentattTes  to 
regulate  practice  in  the  United  Btaiea 

courts  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  -        -  776 

reported 782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  766 

read  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed        •        -  788 
Low,  Andrew,  and  others,  Mr.  Elliott  presented 

the  petition  of,  readi  and  referred  •        -  S87 

adverse  report  made           ....  345 

laid  on  the  table 361 

Lowrie,  Waiter,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended        •  9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fran- 
cis Henderson 97 

on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war        •  150, 

214,  233 
.^  on  the  bill  tosecaie  the  accountability  of 

public  officers  ....  -  239 
on  the  Military  Appropriation  bill  -  310,  311 
on  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constltu- 

Uon 372 

on  the  bill  to  protect  the  Indian  fur  trade  -  445 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cord- 
age         500 

Lucas's  Universal  Atlas,  a  letter  from  William 

H.  Jones,  soliciting  patronage  for  -  •  123 
a  resolution  to  purchase  five  copies  of,  sub- 

miUed 124 

referred -        -  129 

a  resototion  authorizing  the  purchase  of  one 

copy  of,  reported    -        •        -        -        .  164 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  254 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  266 

M. 

Macarylan,  John,  Mr.  Macon  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  in  relation  to  French  spoliations, 

read,  and  referred          -        -        -        -  161 

Macon,  Nathaniel,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  9 
remarks  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to 

the  Constitution    .        -        -      159,  399, 417 

on  the  Military  Appropriation  bill     -        -  310 

on  the  Tariff  bill 680 

Maily  a  bill  to  discontinue  the  transportation  of 

the,  in  certain  cases,  reported,  and  read  109 

read  the  second  time         -        -        -        -  112 
considered         -        -        •        -        -        -118 

laid  on  the  Uble 119 

Maison  Rouge,  Marquis  de,  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  the 

heirs  of 773 

read  twice,  and  referred    •        .        .        -  776 

reported  without  amendment    ...  783 

rejected 784 

Manning,    Jeremiah,  bill   from   the   House  of 
Representatives  for   tho  relief  of^   read 

twice,  and  referred        -        -        .        -  53 

reported  without  amendment     •        -        -  76 

postponed         ------  77 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        •        -  81 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  84 
Maps,  Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  in  regard  to  the  comple- 
tion of  certain        -        -        •        .        .  117 

agreed  to 125 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

in  reply         .--.--  151 

referred    -------  154 

Marechal,  Joseph,  bill  from  the  House  of  Reore- 

sentatives  for  the  relief  of                        -  682 
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Marechal,  Joseph — continued.  pt^ 

bill  read  twice,  and  referred      -       •      .  W 

reported  without  amendment    -      -     -  6|( 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -      -     •  7i7 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -     .  759 

Marine  Corps.     (See  Navai  Affnin.) 

Marshals,  Clerks,  and  Attorneys,  bill  fimiB  le 

House  of  Representatives  to  repeal  in  pm 

an  act  to  lessen  the  compensaiioo  of,  rod 

Tead  the  second  time,  and  referred   - 

reportifd  with  amendments 

laid  on  the  table        -        •       .      . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  better  aeciirity  of 

public  money  in  the  hands  of,  reported, 

and  read       -        -         -        .       . 

read  the  second  time         ... 

recommitted 

reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
MartiUi  David,  and  Elkanah  English,  Mr.  Beo 
ton  presented  the  petition  of,  reierred 
the  committee  discharged  - 
Martin,  William  D.,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  tlia 
memorial  of,  against  an  increase  of  dnliei, 
read,  and  referred  -        .... 
Maryland,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  claims  of,  for  adfancei  du- 
ring the  late  war   -        .        .      -     • 
read,  and  adopted    -        .... 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepressDtilivii 
altering  the  times  of  holding  the  anvi 
court  for  the  fourth  circuit  in,  read  tvite, 

and  referred 

reported  without  amendment  -  •  • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  * 
read  the  third  time,  and  pused        -     * 

Massachusetts,  a  Message  from  the  Prcsideot 
transmitting  documents  in  relation  to  tfa< 
claim  of,  for  militia  services  - 
the  Message  read      -         .        .      .     • 
two  hundred  copies  of  the  doconenti  or 
dered  to  be  printed 
Mattson,   Abraham  V.,  Mr.    Lowrie  praeoud 
the  petition  of,  praying  release  froo  is- 
prison  men  t,  read,  and  referred 
the' committee  report  a  bill  soppkBCBtuT 
for  the  relief  of  persons  impriiooed  fo 
debt      -        -        -         »        -      .     • 
(See  Impriaonmcnt  for  Debt.) 
Mayall,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  in  retatioii  to  ^ 
tarifi^  read,  -and  referred 
May  bury,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Baibonrpie- 
,        sen  ted  the  petition  of,  in  relatioa  to  the 
duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred    - 
Mayhew,  Thadeus,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  ton- 
dry  documents  in  favor  of  the  dain  of, 
referred         -        -        -       .      -      - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  aod  reed  • 
read  the  second  time  ...      * 

laid  on  the  table        *        .       .      >      > 
oonsidered         -        •        .       -      •      • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        * 
amendments  received        -       •       '      ' 
concurred  in     -        -        -       .      -      • 
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Mc  Alister,  John,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       <-        -        -41 
a  bill  releasing  to,  or  the  heirs  of  John 
Forbes,   a  certain  tract  of  land,  reported, 

and  read 891 

read  the  second  time  -        .        -        •        .    296 
laid  on  the  table        .....     351 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    420 
read  the  third  time,  and  psssed-        -       ••    422 
McBride,  Robert,  snd  Stephen  Kerr,  Mr.  Find- 
lay  presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 
referred         .-.-.-     116 
the  committee  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  Andrew  Mitchell ...     233 
(See  MUehellf  Andrew.) 
McCuUoch,  Hugh,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of   -        -        -    593 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -    617 
reported  without  amendments    ...    786 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed .        -        .     762 

HcEwen,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  tariff,  read»  and  referred        -     159 

McFarland,  Elizabeth,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented 

the  petition  of 147 

the  committee  discharged,  and  leare  given 
to  withdraw  her  papers  ....     206 

Mclivaine,  Joseph,  of  New  Jersey,  attended      -        9 

McKnight,  John  M.  S.,  adminiafrator  of  Charles 
McKnight,  Mr.  Van  Buren  presented  the 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred 

McNair,  Alexander,  Mr.  Benton  presented  the 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    - 


275 

483 

522 

read  the  second  time  -        .        >        .        .     524 

783 
737 
778 
779 


ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
amendments  received  -  .  ^.  . 
agreed  to 

McPherson,  Joseph  S.,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 
the  memorial  of,  praying  a  settlement  of 
accounts,  read,  and  referred   ... 
Mears,  Benjamin,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlajr  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  duty 
on  iron,  read,  and  referred 
Mebane,  John  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep 
resentativcs  to   authorize  the  executors 
of,  to  collect  certain  arrears    - 
read  twice,  and  referred     ... 
reported  without  amendments    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -« 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

supplementary  to  the  flbove   - 
referred    .-.--• 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Meen,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 
the  petition  o(  praying  a  modification  of 
the  tariff,  read,  and  referred  ... 
Melville,  David,  Mr.  D' Wolf  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       ... 
report  mnde,  and  the  committee  discharged 
Memphis.    (See  Road.) 

Merchandise,  statements  showing  the  value  of 
imported,  laid  on  the  table     - 
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Miami.    (8ee  Road^^-Bee  Wabaeh,) 
Michael,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

Bentativc;s  for  the  relief  of,  resd      -        -  158 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -  153 

reported  without  amendments   .        .        •  166 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  857 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  ...  258 
Michigan,  notice  of  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act 

in  relation  to  the  government  of    -        •  876 
read  twice,  and  referred          •        -        -  891 
reported  without  amendment  -        -        -  317 
laid  on  the  table        -        -        -        -        -  418 
Military  Academy,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
-of  War,  showing  the  amount  of  expendi- 
tures for  the  .-..--  314 
Military  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed  •  87 

Military  Establishment,  a  report  frpm  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  showing  the  expenditures 
for  the,  read  --».-.     141 

Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  allowing  further  time 

for  locating   ......  654 

read  twice,  and  referred     .        ^       .        .  657 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  751 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  781 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  787 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in 

relation  to  Virginia        -        -        -        -  731 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  786 

reported  without  amendment      ...  736 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  781 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  788 

MilitaTy  Road.    (See  Road.) 
Military  Service,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  with  a  statement  of  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  ---.-.  166 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

making  appropriations  for  the         -        -  897 

read,  and  referred      ....        -  300 

report  made,  and  debated  -        -        -        -  310 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  *    -        -         -  316 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  317 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

making  further  appropriations  for  the     -  773 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  776 

reported   .-.-.-.  788 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  785 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  787 

Bfilitia,  the  committee  on  the,  appointed  -        -  37 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to  the,  referred  to  the  above  com- 
mittee --..---38 
a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform,  reported,  and 

read 287 

read  the  second  time         ....  896 

considered        ----..  348 

laid  on  the  table 345 

taken  up,  and  again  laid  on  the  table  -        -  589 

Miller*  Henry,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  compensation  for  services 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     484 

Miller,  James,  Governor  of  Arkansas.  (See  Ar^ 
kaneme.) 

Miller,  James  and  Robert,  Mr.  Holmes  prbsented 
the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read^  and  referred      ...     108 
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Miller,  John,  aoU  otiiarf,  Mr.  Lowrie  preiented 
the  petition  of,  prajing  a  revision  of  the 
tarifi*,  read,  and  referred  -  ,      •        -       79 

Mills,  £iijab,  of  Massachueetia,  attended  -        -       36 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  proposing  an 

amendment  to  the  Constitution      -        -      69 
remarlcs  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 

Constitution  .....    410 

on  the  bill  to  secure  the  accoantability  of 

public  officers        ...      237, 2S8,  240 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill    ...     657 
liims,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  o£  the  heirs  o^ 
read  twice,  and  referred  ...    574 

reported  without  amendment    ...     582 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ....    747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     750 
Mint,  report  from  the  Director  of  the        -        -     123 

Mississippi,  Mr.  Williams  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of,  relative  to  In- 
dian title  to  lands  in,  read,  and  referrod     C17 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
changing  the  mode  of  surveying  lands  in 
Arkansas,  and       .        .        ,        .        .     566 
read,  and  referred     .....     669 
reported  with  amendments    •        -        -        -     581 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     779 
a  bill  to  provide  a  Surveyor  General  for  Lou- 
isiana and,  reported,  and  read        -        -     342 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred      -         -     345 
reported  without  amendment    ...    422 
laid  on  the  table 609 

Mississippi  Land  Company,  Mr.  Mills  presented 
the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Oliver,  and  oth* 
ers,  Directors  of  the  New  England,  read, 
and  referred  .--...     101 
adverse  report  in  full         ....    234 

considered         ......     298 

agreed  to-        -         -        -        •        -        -     308 

a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote,  laid  on  the 
table 318 

Mississippi  River.  (See  Ohio  and  Miu*  Rivers.) 
Missouri,  Mr.  Benton  presented  the  memorial  of 
the- Legislature  off  praying  the  adjustment 
of  land  claims  in,  and  a  duty  on  lead, 
read,  and  referred  ......      47 

m  bill  for  the  adjoatment  of  land  claims  in 

Arkansas  and,  reported,  and  read  -        -     120 
read  the  second  time         -        -        -        -     126 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -     148 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        -     162 
A  memorial  of  the  Legislature  in  relation  to 

the  Indian  title  to  Unds  in,  referred        -      49 
a  bill  providing  for  the  settlement  of  claims 

to  lands  in,  reported,  and  read        -  .  ,   •    430 
read  the  second  time         ....    446 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  620 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  523 
amendments  received,  and  concurred  in  -  790 
a  bill  to  perfect  certain  locations  in,  reported, 

and  read 162 

read  the  second  time         -        -        -        -     167 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...     305 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    306 
Mr.  Benton  submitted  a  resolution  respoct- 
ingthe  **  commons*'  near  tha  towns  and 
villages  in     -----        -    429 

agreed  tr  ......    430 


Missouri — continued.  p,^ 

the  committee  discharged  -       -      •     •  5a 
the  committee  on  the  petition  of  ChtrlesS. 
Hampstead  and  others,  report  a  bill  tp 
alter  the  terms  of  the  district  courts  k 
read      -        -        -        -       -      -    -  ttl 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -      -     .  510 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •      •     -  SU 
Mr.  Benton  submitted  a  resolatioo  in  reli- 

iion  to  lands  for  schools  in    •      •     •  93} 
laid  on  the  table        -        •       ...  in 
agreed  to-        -        -        -       -->(Si 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  ReprescDttlivo 

to  eatablish  an  additional  laod  office  io, 

read  twice,  and  referred 

reported    -        -        -        -       -      -     . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -      •     • 
road  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreseotttifNT^ 
spectiag  the  validity  of  claims  to  liodiii 
Arkansas,  &c.,  read  twice,  and  leientd 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time  and  passed  • 
a  bill  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  luds 
in,  reported  and  read     .       -      •     . 
read  the  second  time         .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -      >     • 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

a  bill  respecting  the  survey  of  tha  wothere 

and  western  boundary  of,  reported,  ind 

read  twice     •         -        .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -      •     • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       •     • 

Mitdiell,  Andrew,  the  petition  of  Robert  McBridc 
end  Stephen  Kerr,  administraton  oi,ttU 
and  referred  -         -        -       .      .     • 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  o^  reportid 
and  read        -        -        .       -      -     . 

read  the  second  time         -       ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -      •     * 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      •     ' 

Mitchell,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Hoose  of  fiepR- 
sentatives  for  the  relief  of      -      *     ' 
read  twice,  and  referred    -       .      -     • 
reporte'd    -        -        -        .       .      -     • 
amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  rd^  '^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed      ' .  ' 
an  amendment  to  their  amendmeotnoetfed 
aud  concurred  in  -        -       .      .     -  '*< 
Mobile,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreetaUtiw 
to  alter  the  times  of  holding  tbe  diiinct 
couVt  of,  read         -        -.       -      -     • 
amendments  reported        -       -      -     ' 
considered         •>        -        .       .      -     * 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
amendments  received        -       -      *     ' 
concurred  in     -        -        .       -      •      • 
notice  of  a  bill  explanatory  of  an  tct  god- 
firming  claims  to  lots  in        -      -      * 
the  bill  read,  and  referred  -       -      -      * 
reported  without  amendment    -      *  .  '  er 
amended,  and  ordered  to  tbe  third  rttdiog  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  paseed  -      •      *  ^" 
a  bill  from   the  House  of  Beprwenutives 

granting  certain  lots  to  the  corporation  «  ^ 
read  twice,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendment    < 
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bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -        •        •  780 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        «•         -  787 
Moffitt,  John  8.,  a  bill  from  tbe  Houae  of  Rep* 

resentatives  for  the  relief  of  -        -        -  593 

read  twice,  and  referred     .        -        -        -  616 

reported  with  amend  men  (a        ...  703 

ordered  to  tbe  third  reading        ...  749 

read  the  third  time,  and  pawed  -         .         •  752 
Money,  Mr.  Taylor  submitted  a  rcsolutioo  call- 
ing for  information  in  regard  to,  borrowed 

during  the  late  war        ....  533 

agreed  to--         ...         ..  524 

Meaeage  in  reply       -        -        •        -        -  681 

Montgomery,  John,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read  and  referred     -        -        -     141 

Montgomery,  J.  M.  C,  a  bill  from  tbe  Houae  of 

Representatives  foi;  the  relief  of      -         -     693 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         •         -         -     616 
reported  without  amendment     •        -        -     721 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...     749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         -     752 
Montgomery,   William   W.,  Mr.  Johnson   pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  that  a 
balance  in  favor  of  Michael  Reynolds  be 
paid  the  memorialist,  read,  and  referred       61 
Mooney,  Henry,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  dutiea, 
read,  and  referred  -        .         -        -        -     119 
Moore,  Alexander.     (See  Alexandria.) 
Moore,  A.,  and  others,  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  John- 
eon   presented  tho  petition  of,    praying 
retrocession  to   Viri^inia,    read,  and   re- 
ferred     401 

Moore,  Alfred,  and  Sterling  Orgain,  Mr.  Kelly 
presented  the  petition  of,  read  and  refer- 
red         166 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read  -  253 
read  the  second  time  -  -  -  -  256 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  .  >  334 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    837 

Moore,  Henry,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  and  referred         ...     308 
Moore,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  present- 
ed the  memorial  of,  praying  an  indrease 
of  duty  on  iron,  read  and  referred  -     107 

Moore,  Pliny,  Mr.  Seymour  pesented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  and  referred        ...    682 
Moreau,  Celestin,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 

petition  of,  read  and  referred  -  -  -  88 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  Mid  read  -  114 
read  the  second  time  -        -        -        -116 

ordered  to  the  tliird  reading  -  -  -  134 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -     137 

Morgan,  Charlea,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read  and  referred    -        •        •       48 
a  motion  to  discharge  the  committee  -     137 

the  committee  discharged  ...    749 

Morgan,  Jonathan,  and  wile.      (See  Venable, 

William.) 
Morrow,  Jamea,  Mr.  Lowrie  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  place,  on  the  pension  list-  •        -     141 
agreed  to,  and  referred      -        •        -        -     147 
the  committee  discharged  -        -        -     518 

Mulford,  Lewis,  and  others,  Mr.  Dlekenon  pre- 
sented tbe  memorial  of,  read,  and  referred     113 
Muse,  Jamea  Fort,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  praying  a  grant  of  land,  read, 
and  referred  -        -        .        •        -        -716 


Page. 
Myers,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  preeent- 
ed  tbe  petition  of,  in  relation  to  duties, 
ready  and  referred  ....     308 

N. 

Nantucket.    (See  Pensaeola,) 
Napier,  Raputye,  and   Benqettt  e   petition  of, 
praying  remiesion  of  duties  on  certain  su- 
gar, read,  and  referred  .  .      •        -      83 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  of  Lewis  A.  Pe- 

tray,  and  Just  Viel,  reported,  and  read   -    295 
read  the  second  time        ....     300 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     352 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •        -     854 
National  Road.     (See  RoadA,) 
Naturalization,  a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of,  reported,  end  read      .        •        -    204 
read  the  second  time  -        • .       .        -    206 

recommitted     ......    301 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -     513 
a  bill  in  further  addition  to  the  act  to  estab- 
lish a  rule  of,  and  to  repeal  all  other  acta 
on  tl^at  subject,  reported,  and  read         -    513 
read  the  second  time  -        -        -        -     518 

laid  on  the  Ubie 622 

taken   up,  considered,  and  ordered  to  the 

third  reading  .....     77O 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    773 

Naval  Affairs,  tho  Committee  on,  appointed  •  27 
so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  -  -  .  -  -  30 
Mr.  Lloyd  lubmitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
information  at  tho  next  session  in  rela- 
tion to  the  expenses  of  courta  martial,  &c., 
in  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps      -        •    777 

agreed  to 782 

Naval  £8tablishment^  a  letter  from  the  Navy  De- 
partment, showing  the  annual  expense 
of  the,  with  information  in  regard  to  a 
Peace  Establishment,  read     -        -        -     166 
Naval  Service,  a  report  from  the  Secretory  of  the 
Navy,    with  ,a   statement  of  appropria- 
tions and  expenditures  for  the,  read,  and 
referred         -        ...        -        -        .    286 
the  committee  discharg^d .        .        -        -     736 
Navarre,  Fran9t)i9,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  sun- 
dry documents  in  support  of  the  claim  of, 
read,  and  referred  ....    316 

Navy,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of,  tranamit- 
ting.a  statement  oi  contracta  made  by  the 
Commispioners  of  the     -        .        .        ^    252 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativce 
making  appropriations  for  the,  read,  and 
referred  -...--    428 

reported,  with  amendmenta        ...    480 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    481 

disagreement  of  the  House        ...     488 
the  Senate  insists  on  the  amendments        -     484 
a  committee  of  conference  appointed         •    502 
their  report  agreed  to         -         -        -         -     678 

Navy  Hospitals,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  the  fund  for        -        -     161 
agreed  to  ......     166 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  eatabliab,  re- 
ported, and  read    .        .        .        -        .    520 
documents  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 

in  relation  to  the  bill  laid  on  the  table    -    520 
the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -        -     722 
Navy  I'eosione.    (See  Peneione.) 
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Navy  Register,  a  letter  from  the  Navj  Depart- 
ment  tranamittiog  copies  of  tlie,  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate  -----     161 
New  Haven,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of, 
against  the  tariff,  read  and  referred 
Newport,  Mr.  D'Wolf  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Mer- 
chants' Bank  of,  read  and  referred 
a  report  made  ---..- 
recommitted  with  instractions  .        -        - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  memorialists,  re* 
ported  and  read     •        -        -        -        • 
read  the  second  time 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Newspopers,  a  resolution  directing  a  anpplj  of, 
passed  ----.. 

New  York,  Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  relation  to 
the  tariff,  read       ..... 

referred     -.---.-     842 

a  preamble  and  resolations  of  the  Legisla- 
tare  of,  relative  to  losses  sustsined  }fy 
persons  residing  on  or  near  Niagara  river, 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table  - 
Nimmo,  William  T.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read  and 
referred  -----. 

reported  without  amendment    ... 

ordered  to  ihe  third  reading      ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Noble,  James,  of  Indiana,  attended  ... 

remarks  of,  on  Indiana  lands     ... 

on  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion      .--.--- 

on  the  tariff 739 

North  Carolina,  Mr.  Branch  presented  a  memo- 
rial from  the  State  of,  in  relation  to  claims 
to  Tennessee  lands,  read  and  referred    -     315 


-     533 


49 

124 
130 

131 
142 
152 
153 

12 


231 


-     318 


578 
592 
747 
760 
9 
325 

373 


O. 

O'Brien,  Richard,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  pe* 
tition   of,  praying   a  settlement  of  ac- 
counts, read  and  re/erred        -        -        •  3.*^ 
adverse  report  made           -         -         .         -  125 
agreed  to--..-.-  130 
Officers  of  the  Customs,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted 
a  resolution  to  revise  the  act  in  relation 
to  the  compensation  of  -        -        -        -  91 
agreed  to          -----.97 
committee  discharged        ....  767 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
showing  the  emoluments,  &c.,  of  certain  351 
Officers  of  the  two  Houses,  a  bill  to  revive  the 
act  fixing   the  compensation   of,   intro- 
duced, and  read  twice    ....  89 
post|foned         .        -        -        .        •        -  103 
amended  and  referred        -         -        -        -  1 1 1 
reported  with  amendments        ...  140 
laid  on  the  table        -       .-        -        •%        -  151 
considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  209 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  231 
Officers  of  the  Senate,  Mr.   Baton  submitted  a 

resolution  respecting  the  Election  of        •  54 

modifitd  and  postponed    -        ...  75 

debated 78 

postponed         --....  81 

laid  on  the  table 85  1 


Officers  of  the  Senate— continued.  Pa^i. 

Mr.  Hayne  submitted  a  resolotioii  respect- 
ing the  election  of  -         -         -       -   114 

amended  and  referred        -        -        '^      *   116 
report  made      -        -        -        -         -      •   140 

agreed  to  ------    143 

Ogden,  Thomas  L.,  a  bill  from  the  Hooas  rf 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of      -       •  59) 
read  twice,  and  referred    -         -         -       -  (16 

reported  without  amendment    -         -       -  CIS 
the  third  reading  refused  -        -        -       •  TaS 
Oglethorpe  County,  Georgia,  Mr.  Elliott  pre- 
sented  a    preamble    and    resolution  o^ 
against  an  increase  of  duties,  read,  and 
referred  -        -        •         -        -        -   J38 

Ohio,  Mr.  Brown  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of^  relative  to  the  aale  of  acfaooi 
lands,  referred        -        -         -        -       -   33l 

Mr.  Brown  presented  a  resolution  of^  ic- 
apecting  protection  to  American  manu- 
factures, read,  and  referred     -        -       -   4 IS 
Mr.  B.  presented  a  resolution  ot,  reepectiag 
the  location  of  school  lands,  read,  and 
referred         -        -        -         -         -       -   4is 

Mr.  B.  presented  a  resolution  of,  in  relation 
to  the  abolition  of  slavery,  read,  and  laid 
on  the  table  -        -        -         -         -       -   418 

a  bill   to  change  the  terms  of  the  cxrcait 

and  district  courts,  reported  and  reed  •  44T 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  449 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  •  474 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  -  -  475 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  48S 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Kepresentatires  re- 
specting three  tracts  of  laud  in  Tuacarawes 
county  in,  read  twice,  and  referred  -  743 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  .  TSl 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         •        •   7%I 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -    7^ 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  a  bill  from  the  Hoq« 
of  Representatives  to  improve  the  navi- 
gation of  the  -         -         -         -        .    TT 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -        .       •    734 
reported  without  amendment     -        .        -    751 
considered         -         -         -         -         -       -    765 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -         .       .    7£S 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .       -    7$9 

Old,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pnseated 
the  petition  of,  praying  en  incresse  of 
duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred      -       -    ltd 

Oliver,  Ebenezer.   (See  Mississippi  Land  Com- 
pany.) 

Ore,  James,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petltioo  of. 

read,  and  referred  -        -        -        .       .    SSs 
a  motion  to  discbarge  the  committee,  laid 

on  the  table •  .    ^1 

considered,  and  agreed  to  .        .        -    SK 

Orgain,  Sterling.     (See  Moore,  Alfred.) 

Orrery.    (See  Planetarium.) 

Osage  Indians,  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 

taiives  to  provide  an  agent  for  the  -        -    49 
read  the  first  time     -        •        -        -        -    SK 


read  the  si^cond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Ottremare,  J.»  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repfcsea- 
tatives  for  the  relief  of  -        •        -       - 
read  twice,  and  referred    .        .        •       - 
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Oltremare,  J. — continued.                                     Page, 
bill  reported  with  amendments  .        -        -  709 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -        •  752 
dbagreement  of  the  House  to  their  amend- 
ments  -------  766 

the  Senate  recede  therefrom       ...  768 

P. 

Palmer,  William  A.,  of  Vermont,  attended        >  9 
Parent,  Charles,  a  petition  of  C  Psrent  in  be^ 

half  of  the  heirs  of,  read,  and  referred  -  83 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported, 

and  read  -.--.-  147 
read  the  second  time         -        -        -        -161 

laid  on  the  table 254 

Parrott,  John  F.,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended  -        9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops 
of  war  -.-----     138 

Passau,  George  de,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  confirmation  to  a  tract 
of  lund,  read,  and  referred     -        -         -       42 
adverse  report  made           ....      95 
agreed  to 103 

Patent  Office,  a  bill  relative  to  the,  reported,  and 

read      -        - 608 

read  the  second  time         .        .-        -        -    518 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...    722 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -         -     737 
Patterson,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 
presented  the  {>otition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     119 

« 

Paulus,  Barbara,  a  bill  from  the  Hoase  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  oU  read   - 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendments   -        .        - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Peabody,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  relative  to  French  spo- 
liations, read,  and  referred 

Pearce,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  present- 
ed the  petition  of, .relative  to  French  spo- 
liations, read,  and  referred     ...     108 

Pennock,  Abraham,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred    287 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  several 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  respect- 
ing the  tariff,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  207 
Mr.  Lowrie  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  against  the  bill  imposing 
duty  on  auction  sales,  read,  and  laid  on 

tbeUble 401 

a  letter  from  the  Governor  of,  with  a  reso- 
lution approving  the  declaration  of  the 
President  in  favor  of  liberty  on  the  West- 
ern Hemisphere,  read,  and  laid  on  the 

Ubie 481 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

alter  the  judicial  districts  of  -  •  -  570 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  573 
reported  with  amendments  ...  592 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  779 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     787 

Pensacola,  Mr.  Johqson  submitted  a  resolution 

respecting  a  naval  depot  at  or  near  -  336 
agreed  to-        .        .        .        .        •        >    339 


446 
449 
284 
520 
523 
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Pensacola — continued.  Page 

the  committee  report  a  bill  respecting  the 
Florida  coast         .        .        .        •        -716 
(See  Florida,) 
a  bill  from  the  House  ot  Representatives  to 
allow  a  salary  to  the  Collector  of  Nan- 
tucket and,  and  to  abolish  the  office  of 
Surveyor  at  -        -        -        -        -        -    773 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....    775 

reported  -  -  -  .  -  -  '  .  782 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  786 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •        .    789 

Pensions,  the  Committee  on,  appointed    -        .      27 
a  bill  from  the   House  of  Representatives 
extending  the  term  of  half  pay,  to  widows   - 
and  children  of  officers,  seamen,  and  ma 
rines,  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments 
considered         .        -        -        .        - 
postponed        "  -        -     .  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Mr.  Parrott  submitted  a  resolution  in  tela 
tion  to,  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
persons  slain  in  the  private-armed  vessels 
agreed  to- 

a  bill  extending,  to  persons  disabled  in,  and 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  slain  in, 
private.armed  vessels,  reported,  and  read 

the  report  in  full       ..... 

the  bill  read  the  £hird  time        ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .        . 

amendments  received,  and  concurred  in 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  con- 
cernrng  invalid       ..... 

read  the  first  time     ..... 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments        ... 

laid  on  the  table        ..... 

taken  up,  amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third 
reading  -        -        .        ^        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

the  House  agrees  to  some  and  disagrees  to 
olher  amendments  .... 

the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendments 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
extend  the  term  of  certain,  read  twice, 
and  referred  ...... 

reported  without  amendments   .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Pensioners,  Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  resolution 
respecting  the  names  and  amounts  re- 
ceived by  all  • 

laid  on  the  table        ..... 

agreed  to- 
Perkins,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Holmes  present- 
ed the  petition  ot^  in  relation  to  French 
spoliations,  read,  and  referred 

Perley,  Frederick,  a  bill  from  the  Hoose  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  - 
read  twice,  and  referred  .... 
reported  without  amendment  ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        . 

Persico,  G.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  |>resented  the 
memorial  oi^  in  relation  to  the  tariff,  read, 
and  referred 308 
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Peters,  Sanrael,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       -        -        -     101 
the  commitlee  discharged  -         -         -         -     328 
Petersburg  and  Richmond.     (See  Vestela.) 
Petray,  Lewis  A.,  and  Junt  Viel,  Mr.  Hayne  pre- 
fiented  the  petition  of,  praying  the  remis- 
sion of  certain  duties,  read,  and  referred      42 
(See  3Vflpi>r,  &c) 
Peyslcr, -Frederick  de,  and  Co.,  Mr.  Van  Buren 

presented  the  )>etition  of,  read  and  referred  1 08 
Philadelphia,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  memo* 
rial  of  a  number  of  citizens  ot  praying  a 
revision  of  ihe  tariff,  read,  and  referred  -  41 
Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Synod  of,  respecting  the  civilization  of  the 
Indians,  read  .         -         -         -         -      47 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of,  in  relation  to 
bankruptcy,  read,  and  referred  -  -  83 
a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of,  in  relation  to  an  artificial  harbor  near 
the  Capes,  read,  and  referred  -         -     113 

the  committee  discharged  -        -         -        -     776 
Mr.  Lowrie  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  against  additional 
duties  on  imports,  read,  and  referred       -     308 

Phipps,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  a  revision 
of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred         -         -     113 

Piatt,  John  H.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of,  read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        ^     674 
reported  without  amendment    •        •        -     726 
laid  oo  the  table        -----    749 
taken  up,  and  again  laid  on  the  table        -     759 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     7t>8 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        -    773 
Planetarium,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition 
of  Nathaniel  Potter,  and  others,  soliciting 
encouragement  for  a  new,  invented  bj 
Thomas  NewelJ,  read,  and  referred        -    448 
the  committee  discharged,  and  the  petition 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War    -        -     524 
Plymouth  Beach.     (See  Preaque  IsU.) 
Point  Coupee,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives granting  land  to  the  inhabi- 

Untsof 778 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        •        -        -    776 

reported 782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...     785 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -     788 
Portugal,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing on  the  President  for  information  t9^ 
specting  commercial  relatione  with        -     508 
considered         -         -        -         -         -         •515 

agreed  to  ......     518 

a  message  in  reply    .        .        >        •        -    721 
Ports  of  Delivery,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
reseotatives    to  establish   Bowdoinham, 
Troy,  Hudson,  and  Fairport,   as,   ^ad 
twice,  and  referred        ...        -    777 

reported 782 

postponed  indefinitely        ...        -     786 
Portsmouth,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  a  memorial 
from   the  merchants  of,  in   relation   to 
French  spoliations,  read,  and  referred     •     111 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  the  Committee  on, 

appointed      ----..      27 
discharged 786 


Postmasters,  Mr.  Knight  submitted  a  resolution 
for  additional  compensation  to,  for  stamp- 
ing ship  letters,  read      -         -         -       -     77 

agreed  to  .-----     81 

Post  Roads,  a  report  from  the  Postmaster  Gea- 
eral  with  a  list  of  unproductive,  read,  tad 
referred  -        -        -         -         -       -  299 

Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  for  a 
post  road  from  Baton  Rouge  to  Opdea- 
sas 315 

laid  on  the  table        -         -         -        -       •   S15 

Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  in  re- 
gard to  the  nearest  post  route  between 
New  Orleans  and  Washington       -       -    ^1 

agreed  to  ,----.M0 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
discontinue  certain,  and  to  establish 
others   .---         ---?© 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -        -    7T! 

postponed  indefinitely        -         -        -       .   TBI 
Potter,  Israel  R.,  Mr.  Knight  presented  the  pett- 

tton  of,  read,  and  referred       -         -       -    1% 

the  committee  discharged  -  -  .  -  281 
Potts,  David,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  additional  dnties 
on  iron  and  steel,  read,  and  referred  -  1^ 
Potts,  Samuel,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  praying  additional  duty  on 
iron,  read,  and  referred  -         -       •    1!! 


Pre-emption,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives granting,  to  all  counties  or  panshe* 
in  which  public  lands  are  situated  -       -  ^ 
read  twice,  and  referred    -         -         .       .   S6S 
reported  without  amendment    -        .       -  573 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -         .       .  779 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -       -   787 
a  bill  froAi   the  House  of  RepresentativM 
granting,  to  settlers  in  the  diiatricu  of  Sl 
Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse    -       -    737 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        -         -       -   744 
reported  without  amendment    -         -       -   7Sl 
postponed  indefinitely        -         -         .       .   794 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

concerning,  in  Arkansas  *  •  .  .  773 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  .  77$ 
reported  -  -  -  -  -  ..782 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  .  -  785 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •      -    «^ 

President  of  the  Uqited  States,  a  committss  ap- 
pointed to  inform   the,  of  the  organiia- 
tion  of  the  Senate        -       .  -        -       -     W 
the  Aunual  Message  of  the         -        .       -     12 

President  and  Vice  President,  Mr.  Eaton  sabnit- 
ted  a  resolution  to  amend  the  act  relative 
to  the  election  of  •        -        -        -       -     4) 
agreed  to  .---..4J 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  respectiiv  the 

election  of,  reported,  and  read  twice  -  31' 
considered  -  -  -  509, 514, 518, 51» 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  •  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  SS< 
President  of  the  Senate,  the  attendaaee  of  the  127 
declines    further    attendance    during   the 

session  -        -        -        -        -       •    7*5 

John  Gaillard  elected,  pro  tempore    -       •   ^^ 
Presque  Isle,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rqireseii- 
tatives  for  deepening  the  channel  of,  and 
repairing  Plymouth  Beach     -        .       .  ;3T 
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Presque  I«te — continued.  Page, 

bill  read  twice,  and  referred       ...  744 

reported  without  amendment      ...  753 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  782 

read  the  third  timey  and  passed  .        .        >  788 

Price,  Chandler,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  36 

Pritchard,  John,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        -        -        -        -  126 

adverse  report  made  -        -        -        -        -  162 

agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -        -  166 

Private  Bills.    (See  Rules,) 
Prout,  Holden  W.,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       ...  265 
the  committee  discharged .         .        -        •  295 

Public  Buildings,  a  message  from  the  President 
transmitting  a  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of,  read,  and  referred    -        -        -  49 

Public  Debt,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  respecting  interest  on  the        -  25 

Public  Lands,  the  committee  on  appointed        -  27 

discharged         ----..  789 
(See  Lands.) 

Public  Money,  a  bill  to  provide  better  security 
for,  in  the  hands  of  marshals,  clerks,  and 

attorneys,  reported,  and  read  -        -        -  160 

read  the  second  time      *  -        -        -        -  167 

recommitted      - 291 

reported  with  amendments        ...  305 

considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  354 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  375 

Public  Officers,  Mr.  Holmes  gave  notice  of  a  bill 

to  secure  the  accountability  of        -        -  81 

the  bill  read,  and  referred  -        -        -        -  82 

reported  with  amendments        -       *-         -  141 

postponed          ....--  161 

considered         .---.-  286 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  241 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  243 

Purchasers  of  Public  Lands,  Mr.  King  submitted 
a  resolution  for  tbe  extension  of  provi- 
sions for  the  felief  of      -        -        -        -  84 

agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -        -90 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of 

debt  due  by,  reported,  and  read       -        -  287 

read  the  second  time         «...  288 

laid  on  the  table 337 

considered        ...        -        -     471,  474 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  475 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed           -        -  482 

amendments  received        ....  737 

concurred  in      -----        -  747 

a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  reported,  and 

read  twice     -        •        -        -        -  •      -  773 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  773 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  779 

Pursers  and  Navy  Agents,  Mr.  Williams  aob- 
mitted  a  resolution  calling  for  a  list  of  the 

names  of,  who  are  in  arrears  ...  120 

agreed  to  -         -        -                ...  125 

report  in  reply,  read .        -        -        -        -  242 

Q. 

Quapaw  Indians.   «(8ee  Arkansas.) 
Quinby,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  1 19 

Rapelye.     (See  Napier,) 

18th  Con.  1st  Sebs.— .0 


Page. 
Rawle,  W.,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition 
of,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  read,  and  laid  on 
the  table 375 

Rawlings,  Rezin,  and  John  Locke,  executors  of 
Daniel   Rawlings,  Mr.  Ealon   presen^d 
the  memorial  of,  read,  and  referred 
adverse  report  made  ..... 

postponed  ...... 

laid  on  the  table        ..... 

recommitted      ...... 

another  report  made  - 


76 
132 
138 
142 
328 
532 
concurred  in     -----        -    558 

Read,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  addi- 
tional duty  on  foreign  iron,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   -.-.--. 


Registers  of  Wills,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives to  regulate  the  fees  of,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia         ... 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment    •        -        . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        .• 

Revenue  and  Finances,  so  much  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  as  relates  to  the,  referred 

Revolutionary  Pensioners,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  with  a  statement  of  tbe 
number  of,  in  each  State,  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed        .... 

Reynolds,  Michael.      (See  Montgomery,    Wil- 

Uam  W.) 
Richardson,  Landie,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of  -  - 
read  twice,  and  referred  .... 
reported  without  amendment  ... 
laid  on  (he  table  ..... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Riddick,  Thomas  P.,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
documents  relating  to  tbe  claim  of,  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  an4  read    - 
read  the  second  time         ...        * 
laid  on  the  table        ..... 
leave  given  to  withdraw  his  papers    - 
Riker,  R.,  and  others,  aliens,  Mr.  Van  Buren 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred  -----.- 

Riley,  Justice,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  in  relation  to  French  spolia- 
tions, read,  and  referred  ... 
Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers,  a  bill  from  the 
House    of    Representatives    concerning 
land  situated  between   the,  read  twice, 
and  referred  -        -        -    .     - 
reported  -----.- 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  parsed 
Ripka,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  praying  a  modification 
of  the  tariflf,  read,  and  referred 
Rist,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of      -        -        - 
read  twice,  and  referred    .        -        -        . 
reported  without  amendment    ... 
pcstponed  indefinitely       -        -        •        . 
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737 
744 

748 
780 

787 
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593 
616 
676 
748 
752 
761 

109 
125 
162 
167 
275 
738' 


233 


108 


781 
782 
785 
788 
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582 
593 
747 
750 
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Page. 
Roads,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  «  resolution  call* 
ing  for  information  as  to  the  condition  of 

the  national  road  at  Madisonville  -        -  54 
agreed  to          ......56 

report  in  reply,  read,  and  referred      -        •  107 
Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  resolution  for  open- 
ing a  road  through  Columbus,  Indiana- 
polis, dtc.      ......  80 

read  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        -        -  85 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  make  one  from   Memphis  to   Little 

Rock,  read  twice,  and  referred        .        -  92 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  114 

laid  on  the  table 1 18 

considered 129 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  130 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -137 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatires 

for  opening  certain,  in  Florida,  read      -  87 

considered         •-..•.  291 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  294 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          •        -  296 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  respect- 
ing a  military  road  from  Fort  St.  Philip 

to  the  English  Turn,  read      -        -        -  1 1 1 
a  bill  to  authorize  said  road,  reported  and 

read 137 

read  the  second  time         -        -        -        -  142 

debated 152 

laid  on  the  table        -        •        .        -        -.153 

considered 208, 253 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  254 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  256 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  make  a  road  from  a  point  near  Miami 

to  Detroit 769 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  772 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  786 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  788 

Roads  and  Canals,  Mr.  Brown  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  appoint  a  select  .committee  on  26 
amended  and  agreed  to    -        -        •        -  29 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

provide  surveys,  &c.,  for,  read        -        -  242 

read  the  second  time          ....  253 

referred 253 

reported  without  amendment  -  .  .  336 
considered         ...       419,534,558,566 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -  .       -        -  569 

read  the  third  time,  and  psssed  ...  570 

Robbtns,  Brintnel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice^ 

and  referred  •        -        -        -        -       .  -  56 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  95 

ordesed  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -  102 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  1 10 

Robinson,  General  Thomas,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  T.-  Robinson  in 
behalf  of  himself  and  other  children  of, 

read,  and  referred  -        -        •        -        -  447 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported, 

and  read  twice 766 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        .  779 
Roderick,  Anthony.     (See  Goldamiih,  Morris.) 
Roddy,  James,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  heirs  of,  read,  and  referred    -  316 
the  committee  discharged  -        .        .        -  757 
Ross,  John.    (See  Cherokee  Indians.) 


Pige 

Rotch,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Mills  presented 

the  memorial  of,  read,  and  refemd      .  2gs 
Rowland,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Dicksr»mpr^ 
sented  the  memorisl  of,  read,  sad  n- 

ferred    - IM 

Rowland,  M.,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickenoa  pn> 

sented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  nkmi  116 
Rttcker,  Elliott,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepR- 

sentatives  for  the  relief  of      -       •     •  KS 
read  twice,  and  referred     -       .      .     .  sk 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       •       •      -  HI 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      •      •  7K 
Ruggles,  Benjamin,  of  Ohio,  attended  1 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  settliag  cUiou  •  4TS 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  oa  cordage  49S 
on  the  Tariff  bill        ....  514,  fiS$ 

Rules,  Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolutioo  fix  a 
rule  respecting  the  duties  of  the  praidiog 
officer   -        -        -        ....  Ill 

agreed  to \U 

the  announcement  of  new,  by  the  prewliog 

officer  -        -        -        -       .      .     -  l« 
Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resotation  for  a 
new  rule  reapecting  the  yeas  and  uji, 
read      -        -        -        -       .       .     .  » 
read  the  second  time  -       .      .     .  3(K 

laid  on  the  table       ' 3Si 

a  rule  in  relation  to  private  bills,  adopted  •  744 

Rush,  John,  and  Samuel  Conwaj,  Mr.  Barton 
presented  the  memorial  of,  read,  sod  re- 
ferred   -        -        -        -        -       .     •  115 
the  committee  discharged  -       .      .     •  l.*? 

Russell,  Isaac,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred      •       .-418 

Russell,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerwo 
presbnted  the  memorial  of,  read,  aai  r^ 
ferred    -         -         -         .... 


8. 

Scott,  Alexander,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read  • 
read  the  second  time  -        -       *      * 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  • 

Seacy,  Robert,  Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolntiM 
respecting  the  accounts  of     • 
considered,  and  laid  on  the  table 
Seamen,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Sutt 
transmitting  the  returns  by  ooliecton  o( 
American,  read      -        .        -      •     • 
(See  Pensions.) 
Seminole  War,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persona  en- 
gaged in  the,  reported,  and  read 
laid  on  the  table     .  • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
amendments  received 
concurred  in     -        -        -       • 
jSenate  Officers.     (See  Officers  vf  the  Sowte.) 
Senators,  a  list  of,  in  attendance  at  the  opening 
of  the  session      *  -        -       -      •      ' 
Seymour,  Horatio,  of  Vermont,  attended  • 
Shakers,  Mr.  Van  Buren  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  United  Society  called,  read, 
and  referred  -        -        -       -      -     * 
the  committee  discharged,  and  the  fflco^' 
rial  laid  on  the  table      .        -      •      * 
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Shaw,  Robert,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  documents 
in  support  of  the  claim  of,  read,  and  re* 

ferred 79 

Sharpie^  Abram,  and  others,    Mr.  Dickerson 
presented  the  memorial  of,  praying  addi- 
tional duty  on  foreign   iron,  read,  and 
referred         -..-..     lOS 
Shields,  Thomas,  Mr.  Johnson   presented  the 

memorial  of,  read,  and  referred  -  -  51 
a  bill  for  the  relief  oU  reported,  and  read  -  448 
read  the 'second  time  •        -        -.        -    462 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        •        -    51^1 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    593 

Sibley,  Solomon,  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

^■entatives  for  the  relief  of      ...  593 

read  twice,  and  referred     -'       -        -        -  617 

reported  without  amendment     ...  653 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  747 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  750 

Sinking  Fund,  Mr.  Smith  submitted  a  resolution 
calling  for  information  as  to  the  amount 
due  the  Commissioners  of  the        -        -      51 
considered,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -52 
a  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the,  read  107, 233 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  au- 
thorizing the   Commissioners  of  the,  to 
pnrchase  seven  per  cent,  stock,  read  twice, 

and  referred 120 

reported  with  amendments,  and  passed  -  125 
Skinner,  I.  L.,  Mr.  Raggles  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred  -  -  -  31 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read  -  368 
read  the  second  time  ....  276 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  518 
reld  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    520 

Slat*,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mjr.  Knight  present- 
ed the  memorial  of,  praying  a  revision  of 
the  tariff,  read,  and  referred    -        -        •       89 
the  memorial  ordered  to  be  printed     -        -     102 
Sleeper,  Nehemiah,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  read,  and  referred     161 
Slocum,  Hoiden,  Mr.  Mills  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  respecting  French  spoliations,  read, 
and  referred  -        -        -        •        -        -314 
Sloops  of  War,  Mr.  Parrott  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion for  building  additional    -        -        -       37 
read,  and  agreed  to  -        •        -        -        -      43 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  building  of  additional, 

reported,  and  read  twice  •  -  -  1 13 
considered  ...  138,  148,  210, 231 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  233 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  234 
Slough,  Jacob,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  -  617 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  653 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  .  674 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -     752 

Smith,  Calvin,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred      -         -        -     120 
the  committee  discharged  ....    233 
Smith,  Daniel,  President  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Insurance  Company,  Mr.  Lowrie  present- 
ed a  memorial  of,  in  relation  to  French 
spoliations,  read,  and  referred         •        -      50 
Smith,  Frederic  W.,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented 
the  petition  of,  stating  inability  to  settle 
accounts,  read,  and  reforred    ...      29 


Smith,  Frederic  W. — continued.  Page, 

adverse  report  made  -        -        •        .        .  75 

considered,  and  concurred  in    -  *      -        -  85 
Smith,  Isaac  A.,  and  others,  Mr.  Johnson  pre- 
sented the  petition  oi^  praying  a  pre-emp- 
tion right  to  certain  settlers,  read,  and 

referred          ......  51 

the  committee  discharged  -        -        -        -  137 

Smith,  Colonel  John,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a 
resolution  for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims 

of 569 

agreed  to 573 

Smith,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of      -        -        -  582 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  593 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  715 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        .  752 
Smith,  Moses,  leave  given,  to  withdraw  his  peti- 
tion         258 

Smith,  Noah,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  petition 
of  Comfort  Smith,  wife  of,  praying  a  pen- 
sion for  her  husband,  read,  and  referred  -  47 
a  bill  granting  a  pension  to»  reported,  and 

read      •        •        -        .        .        w        .  352 
read  the  second  time,  «nd  ordered  to  the 

third  reading          <-        -        -        .        .  354 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  375 

amendments  received         ....  654 

concurred  in     -        -        -        -        .        .  656 

Smith,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  attended      «        .  9 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Barbour's  resolution  in 
relation  to  the  claims  of  Virginia  for  cer- 
tain advances         -        -        .      • .         38, 36 
on  the  Tariff  bill        -         -        -  56,  612, 661,738 
speech  of,  on  the  same      ....  733 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel Gilbert' 90,  91 

on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war  139, 149 
speedh  of,  on  the  same  ....  224 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  secure  the  accoun- 
tability of  public  officers  ...  239 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cordage  247 
on  the  bill  for  the  supply  of  cannon,  dbc.  -  329 
on  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion --'-.--  -  362,394 
speech  o^  on  the  same      ....  394 

South  Carolina,  Mr.  Hayne  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion calling  for  information  in  relation  to 
the  arms  furnished  by,  to  the  United  States 

during  the  late  war        ....  528 

agreed  to 533 

report  in  Veply,  read,  and  referred      •        -  569 

the  committee  discharged  -        .        .        .  775 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

alter  the  times  of  holding  the  Courts  in  •  766 

read,  and  referred .    -        -        -        -        -  768 

reported  without  amendment     ...  768 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  774 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  779 

Spain,  Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting relations  with,  read  •        -        -  91 
agreed  to-        -        -        -         -        -        -96 

an  amendatory  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the 
pinth  article  of  the  treaty  with,  reported, 

read  twice,  and  referred         ...  529 
reported  without  amendmente  -        -        .716 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  771 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  773 
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Sptlding.    (See  Fry.) 

Sprigff*  Ann,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition 
of  Israel  Cenbj,  executor  of,  read  and  re- 
ferred   -----.-31 
Standing  Committeee,  Mr.  Noble  aubmitted  a 

resolution  to  appoint  the         -        -        -      24 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table         -        •        -      S6 
eommittees  appointed        -        -        -        -'27 
Staniford,  Thomas,  Mr.  Lanman  preeented  the 

,  petition  of,  read,  and,  and  referred  -        -     141 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     306 

read  the  second  time         .        .        -        .    307 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...    420 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  •        -        .    422 

amendments  received        ...        -    667 

concurred  in     -        -        -        .        -        .    675 

leave  given  to  withdraw  his  papers    -        •    702 

St.  Anne,  the  church  of.     (See  Detroit) 

Staughton,  Reverend  Doctor,  elected  Chaplain       30 

St  Augustine,  the  bay  of.     (See  St.  John*9 

river.) 
St  Charles,  Missouri,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  corporation  of,  respecting 
lota  in,  referred      .....    322 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands   '342 
the  committee  report  a  bill  supplementarj, 
making  further  provisions  respecting  lands 
in  Missouri    --..*.    430 
(See  Mieeouri.) 
Steams,  John.     (See  Bartlett,  Wiiliam.) 
Stedman,  William,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  pe* 

ttiion  of,  read,  and  referred    -  '     -        -     520 

Stetson,  Amasa,  Mr.  Mills  presented  the  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred       -        -        -        -  77 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -  132 

read  the  second  time         -  *      •        -        -  138 

the  documents  ordered  to  be  printed  •        -  143 

the  bill  laid  on  the  table    -        -        -  '      -  257 

recommitted      ......  288 

reported  with  amendments         ...  290 

considered         ---...  335 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  338 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  339 

amendments  received        ...        .        -  667 

concurred  in     •>----        -  675 

leave  given  the  petitioner  to  withdraw  cer- 
tain papers    -..-..  691 

Stevensonr  Thomaa,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
aented  the  memorial  of,  praying  against 
additional  duty  on  tallow,  read»  and  re- 
ferred   .--•-.-     204 

St  Helena  Courthouse,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted 
a  resolution  calling  for  information  re- 
specting the  official  duties  of  the  register 
and  receiver  at      -        -        -        -        -      42 
agreed  to-        -        -        .        -        .        -48 
report  in  reply,  read,  and  referred      -        -      60 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for 
the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  dis- 
tricts of  Jackson  and,  reported,  and  read    276 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred      •        -    287 
reported  with  amendments        ...    300 
laid  on  the  table        .....    354 

considered 419,  447 

amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading    474 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    474 
amendments  received  and  concurred  in      -    761 
(See  Fre-emption.) 


Stiles,  John  S.,  executor  of  George  Stilet,  Mr. 
Smith  presented  the  petitioo  of,  read,  and 
referred  -        -        -       -       -      -    83 
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adverse  report  made  .... 

laid  on  the  table        -        -        .       . 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Narj 

report  from  the  Secretary,  read  - 
St.  John's  River,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  open  a  canal  to  aoite  the 
bay  of  St.  Augustine  with     ... 

read  t^ice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment     • 

postponed  indefinitely        .... 

St  Mary's  and  Patuxent  Rivers,  Mr.  Smith  sab- 
mitted  a  resolution  respecting  fortifica- 
tions on         ...... 

agreed  to*        -        .        -... 
report  in  reply  -        -        .... 

Stock,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTM 
for  the  creation  of,  for  the  Commiino&ers 
under  the  treaty  with  Spain 
read  twice,  and  referred     - 
reported,  without  amendments  - 
considered         .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  to 
authorise  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea^ary 
to  exchange  certain,   read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred   -        -        -        .... 
reported  -        .         .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RcpreseotstiTH  te 
authorize  the  purchase  of  seven  perceoL, , 
read  twice,  and  referred 
reported,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Stone,  Banister,  adverse  report  on  the  petitioaof  \^ 
laid  on  the  table        -        -        .      .      .    ^* 
Stone,  William  D.,  Mr.  King  preaented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred    - 

Stone,  Dorothy.    (See  Eeuton,  Sarah*) 
Storer,    Woodbury,   and    others,  Mr.  Holaei 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   -        -        -        .... 
Strain,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Kept*- 
sentativea  for  the  relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     - 

reported  without  amendment 

laid  on  the  table 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Sumter,  Mr.   Hayne  presented  the  petition  of 
the  citizens   of,  praying  against  an  in- 
crease of  duties,  read,  and  referred       *  ^^ 
Supreme  Court,  a  bill  further  to  regulate  the,  r^ 

ported,  and  read    -         -        .       .     •  351 

read  the  second  time         -      '  -  *  ^ 

laid  on  the  Uble        -         -        ..   488, 508 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representarifcs to 
alter  the  times  of  holding  the  eesHOOs  ef 
the,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 

a  bill  providing  for  holding  two  terms  of  tbe, 
annually,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  lod 
in  relation  to  the  Judges  of  the,  reported, 
and  read        .-..•• 

read  the  second  tlme»  and  recommitted    • 
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Senate  Proceedmgs  and  Debates. 


P«g©. 

Sunreyor  General,  Mr.  Barton  submitted  a  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  a  contract  made  by 
the*  of  Illinois,  Missouii,  and  Arkansas  -     295 

agreed  to 300 

report  in  reply  read,  and  referred       -         -     318 
a  bill  to  provide  a,   for  Louisiana,  and  one 

for  Mississippi,  reported,  and  read  •        -     342 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred      -        -     846 
reported  without  amendment    -        .        .    422 
laid  on  the  table        .....    509 

a  bill  to  provide  a,  for  Arkansas,  reported, 
and  read        ......    421 

read  the  second  time  ....    424 

a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Arkansas 
showing  the  nece^ity  of  a,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   - 446 

the.bill  postponed  indefinitely    ...     770 
Susquebannah  river.     (See  Alleghany  river.) 
Sutton,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  Noble  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  the  na- 
turalization laws,  read,  and  referred        -     151 
Syke^,  Joseph,  Mr.  Mcllvaine  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred    ...    353 
Sylvester,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  issuing  letters  .patent 
to,  read  twice,  and  referred     ...     745 
reported  without  amendment     ...     758 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     782 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    788 

T. 
Talbot,  Isham,  of  Kentucky,  attended      .        .        9 
remarks  of,  on  a  bill  to  amend  an  ordinance 
of  Alabama  ......    340 

on  the  recommitment  of  the  bill  for  settling 
claims  .......    475 

on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cordage    500 
on  the  bill  further  to  amend  the  Judiciary 

system  .        •        .         .        .  '      .    575 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        ...     601 
Tanner's  American  Atlas,  Mr.  Lowrie  submitted 

a  joint  resolution  for  the  purchase  of,  read     751 
read  the  second  time  ....    766 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...     771 
read  the  third  tim^,  and  passed  ...     773 
Tansy,  Eleanor,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred     -         .        -       29 
the  committee  discharged  ...    289 

Tarascon,  Lewis  A.,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred         -        -     295 
the  committee  discharged  ...    573 

Tariff,  petitions  praying  a  revision  of  the,  read, 

and  referred  -        -        .       113,  119,  206,  233 
petitions  agaiqst  an  increase  of,  read,  and 
referred  -         -         -       315,317,375,422 

(See  Duties.) 
Tate,  David,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred     ....     .508 

Taylor,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended  -        -        -     231 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback. 

on  cordage 250 

CD  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion        -     386,  408 

on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  claims        -  472, 

476,  480 
^ech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 

and  canals  .-.•-.  5.56 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  -  -  600,  659 
speech  of,  on  the  same      ....    676 
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Taylor,  Walter,  of  Indiana,  attended 
Ten  Eyck,  Conrad,  Mr.  Van  Buren  presented 
the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  - 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions      

Thomas,  Jesse  B.,  of  Illinois,  attended 
Thomas,  James,  Mr.  Van  Burea  presented  the 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
the  committee  discharged  ... 

Thomas,  John,  60  Co.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read,  and 
referred  -         -         -    ,     - 

reported  without  amendment    ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Thomas,  Martin,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre^ 
sen  ted  the  petition  of,  praying  a  modifi. 
cation  of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred     - 
Thooft,  Bernard,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep. 
resentatives  to  authorize  the  issue  of  a 
certain  debenture  to,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred   ------. 

reported  without  amendment    ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Thornton,  William,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 
petition   oU  praying  a  reinstatement  of 
his  aalary  as  Superintendent  oi  the  Pat- 
ent  Office,  read,  and  referred 
a  bill  relative  to  the  salary  of  the  Superin- 
tendent, reported,  and  read     ... 
read  the  second  time         .... 

*       ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Tilghman,  William,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
Titles  to  Lands,  Mr.  Barton  submitted  a  resola- 
tion  respecting  incomplete    ... 
read,  and  agreed  to  - 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  a  Message  from  the  Pres- 
ident respecting  the  accounts  of,  read    - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred 

reported  withont  amendment    ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

attendance  of,  in  the  Senate 

another  Message  from  the  President  re. 
specting  the  accounts  o{,  read,  and  laid 
on  the  table  ..... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  payment  of  the  claims  of,  read 
twice,  and  referred  .... 

reported  without  amendment    ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -     - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

declines  further  attend'ce  during  the  session 

Tonnage  and  Imports,  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  duties  on  - 
(See  Duties.) 

Topp,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of      -        -        - 
read  twice,  and  referred    .... 
reported  without  amendment    ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Traders,  documents  in  relation  to  acts  of  hos- 
tility towards  American,  by  the  Indians^ 
laid  on  the  table    .        -        .        -        -    677 
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P«ge. 
Treaties  with  Indians.     (See  Indian  Treaties.) 
Treaty  of  Ghent.    (See  Fur  TVade,) 
Treasury  Claims,  a  report  from  the   Secretary 

showing  payments  of  miscellaneous       -    290 
Treasury  Reports,  Mr.  Buggies  submitted  a  res- 
olution for  the  reprint  of        -        -        -    276 
agreed  to,  and  referred      .        -        .        .    287 
the  committee  discharged  ...    757 

Trezevant,  Peter,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred    .        .        -    299 
the  committee  discharged,  and  the  petition 
referred  to  the  FourUi  Auditor        -        •    768 
Turner,  Samuel,  Mr*  Lloyd  submitted  a  reso- 
lution for  paying  a  certain  sum  to  the 

widow  of,  read 207 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...    210 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    231 

Tuscaloosa,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives granting  certain  lots,  dec. ,  to  the 
Corporation  of,  read  twice,  and  referred    781 

reported 782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...     786 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    788 

Tuscarawas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives concerning  three  tracts  of  land  in 
the  county  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  -    746 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -    761 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        -    781 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -    787 

Tutchell,  Philip,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  the 
tariff,  read,  and  referred        ...    808^ 

u..    • 

Ulmer,  George,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       ...     12S 
the  committee  discharged  -        -        -        -    691 

V. 

Van  Buren,  Martin,  of  New  York,  attended      -        9 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  respect- 
ing the  election  of  President  -        •        -      66 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  in  relation  to 

roads  and  canals 134 

on  other  resolutions  proposing  amendments 

to  the  Constitution        -        -        •     327, 363 
on  the  bill  respecting  an  ordinance  of  Ala- 
bama     340, 341 

on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  claims       -    476 

on  the  Tariff  bill 601 

Vanderlyn,  John,  Mr.  King  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred      -        -         -314 
a  bill  to  authorize  him  to  paint  the  battle  of 

New  Orleans,  reported,  and  read  -  -  681 
read  the  second  time  •  -  -  -  693 
laid  on  the  table        .        1        ...    769 

Van  Dyke,  Nicholas,  of  Delaware,  attended      -     113 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  settling  claims  -    478 
Van  Home,  Peter,  and  others,  Mr.   Dickerson 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     119 

Van  Noorden,  Hadrianus,  Mr.  Macon  presented 
the  petition  of,  respecting  French  claims, 
read  and  laid  on  file       ....      60 

referred    -------55 

Van  Syckle,  Elijah,  Mf.  Lowrie  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -  -  346 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -    430 


Van  Syckle,  Elijah—- continued.  Pt^ 

bill  read  the  second  time   -        -       -      •  441 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -       •      -  asi 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -      •  523 
Vaughan,  William,  Mr.  King  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  an  allowance  of  prin 
money,  read,  and  referred 
the  committee  reported  a  bill  graotiDg  pri» 
money  to  the  oflicers  and  crews  under 
Captain  Gregory  ----- 
(See  Gregory,  Fronde  H.) 
Venable,  William,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  and  his  wife,  and  Jonithsii  Mor- 
gan and  wife,  read,  and  referred    - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Venable,  wifr 

oU  and  Jane  Morgan,  reported,  sod  read  S74 
read  the  second  time  -        -       -      •  K7 
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ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represents- 

tives  to  authorize  the  masten  of,  in  oet- 

tain  caaes,  to  clear  out,  either  at  Rkb^ 

mond  or  Petersburg 
read  twice,  and  referred    - 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTa 

allowing  bounty  to  the,  engaged  in  cod 

fisheries        -        -        .        - 
read  twice,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  piff* 

suance  of  the  act  regulating  passenger 

ships  and,  read     -        .        -       -      • 
Viel,  Just.    (See  Napier,) 
Villier,  Jumonville  de,  leave  given,  to  withdraw 

his  papers     -        -         -        •       "   .  ' 
Virginia,   Mr.   Barbour  submitted  a  resolotaoB 

respecting  the  claims  of,  for  advances 

during  the  late  war,  read 
considered        --•--• 
agreed  to  -        -         -  -      - 

Mr.  Barbour  presented   a  commanicatioB 

from  the  Governor  of,  on  the  sabjectef 

the  claim  of  said  State  for  advances,  icsd 
a  message  from  the  President  on  the  atf* 

subject  -        -        -        -       -     * 

read,  and  laid  on  the  table 

referred    ------- 

a  bill  from  the  Hoase  of  RepresentatiTes  to 

alter  the  judicial  districts  o^  and  for  other 

purposes       -        -         -        -       -      * 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        -       -      ' 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -    ^ ; 
Virginia  Military  Land  Warrants.    (Sea  Mi&- 

tary  Land  Warrants.) 

W. 

Wabash  and  Miami  Rivers,  a  biU  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  open  a  caaal  to 
connect  the  -        •        -        - 
read  twice,  and  referred    - 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  - 
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Page. 
Walker,  Lewis  M.,  and  others,  Mr.  McIIvaine 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     481 

Wall,  Benjamin.     (See  Hunter,  Jamee.) 
Wallace,  David,  Mr.  Branch  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       -        -        -     290 
Ward,  Samuei,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition 
of,  read,  and  referred     >        -      ,  - 
(See  Chandlery  Walter  S.) 
Ware,  Nicholas,  of  Georgia,  attended 
Washington,    Mr.   Johnson  submitted  a  joint 
resolution  for  purchasing  the  portrait  of, 
by  Rembrandt  Peale      .... 
read  -----.- 

laid  on  the  table 

Washington  Citj,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives supplementary  to  the  act  to 
incorporate    .... 
read  twice,  and  referred    - 
reported  with  amendments 
recommitted     -        .        .        . 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Washington  Canal  Company,  a  letter  from  the 
President  of  the,  with  a  statement  of  re- 
ceipts, read 

Waters,  Charles,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred 

Watson,  Josiah,  and  wife,  Mr.  Jackson  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  a  pension,  read, 
and  referred ...... 

adverse  report  made 
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Wattles,  Nathaniel,  and  others,  Mr.  Barbour 
presented  the  memorial  of,  respecting 
French  claims,  read,  and  referred  - 

Way  and  Gideon,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  me- 

morinl  of,  praying  a  subscription  to  the 

publication  of  an  edition  to  the  Journals 

of  the  Old  Congress,  read,  and  referred 

(See  Journals*) 

Webster,  John  A.,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred    ... 

Wells,  Bezaleel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  - 

read  twice,  and  referred     .        .        .        - 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
West  Baton  Rouge.     (See  Baton  Rouge») 
iVeymoutb,  Dean,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred 

a  motion  to  discharge  the  committee,  laid 
on  the  table 

negatived  - 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    - 

read  the  second  time  .-        .        .        . 

considered         -        •      *- 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       •        •        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

amendments  received         .... 

referred    ..----- 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

agreement  to  the  first  amendment 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  relief  of 


82 


37 


558 

582 
598 
616 
747 
760 


75 

114 
129 
253 
256 
337 
338 
339 
654 
657 
736 
760 

617 


Weymouth,  Dean— continued.  Page. 
bill  read  twice,  and  referred  -  •  653 
reported  without  amendment  ...  709 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  752 
Wharton,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  reHef  of,  read  -  •  87 
read  the  second  time  "  -  -  -  92 
reported  without  amendment     •        -        -  126 

laid  on  the  table 134 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  162 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  153 
Wheaton,   Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  referred         •        •        .        .  574 

reported  without  amendment     ...  580 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  747 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  760 
White,  Alexander  A.,  Mr.  Johnson  called  up  the 

petition  of,  referred 77 

a  new  petition  of,  pnaeuXed,  and  referred  -  81 

adverse  report  made           -        -        •        -  111 
considered         -        -        .        .        .        -121 

agreed  to           ......  128 

White,  Joseph  M.,  a  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  and  William 

Davidson,  read  twice,  and  referred  -        •  778 

reported    ---•...  782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  785 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  788 
White,  Josiah,  Mr.  Mills  presented  the  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred     -        -        -        -  136 

White,  Samuel,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred        -        -        -  154 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read     -  291 
read  the  second  time         ....  296 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  352 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  354 
Willard,  Julius,  and  Robert  Childs,  Mr.  Smith 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  refer- 
red       ---.--..  161 
the  committee  discharged  ....  524 

**  William,"  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  a  register  to  the  brig      •        -  664 
referred    .......  656 

reported  without  amendment     ...  674 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  768 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  761 
Williams,   Thomas  H.,  of  Mississippi,  creden- 
tials of,  read 10 

is  qualified        ......  n 

Williams,  David  R.,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred         -        -  314 
Williams,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  relief  of,         -        •  583 
read  twice  and  referred      ....  593 
reported  without  amendment    ...  654 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  760 
Williamson,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Eaton 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  refer- 
red          49 

the  committee  leport  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
persons  engaged  against  the  Seminole 

Indians 109 

(See  Seminole  Indians,) 
Wilmot,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of        ...  682 
read  twice^  and  referred    ....  698 
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Wilmot,  John — continued.  Page. 

bill  reported  without  amendment      •        -  616 

ordered  to  the  third  needing       ...  747 

read  ibe  thicd  time,  and  paseed          -        -  750 

Wi]aon,  Alexander,  and  others,  Mr.  Barbour  pre- 

acnted  the  memorial  of  read,  and  referred  12d 
Wilson,  William,  Mr.  Jobnaon  presented  the 

memorial  of,  read,  and  referred      -        «  43 

adverse  report  made          ....  159 

laid  on  the  table 167 

Wimberlj,  Ezekiel,  Mr.  Blliott  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred          -        -  342 
Wing,  Moses,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  peti* 

tion  of,  read,  and  referred      -        -        -  164 
the  committee  dischsrged          ...  289 
Wingfield,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Elliott  present- 
ed the  petition  of^  read,  and  referred       -  322 
Wood,  Abiel,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  read,  and  referred   -        -        -  1 13 
Wood,  Joseph,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  peti. 

tion  of,  read,  and  referred       •        -        -41 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -  102 

read  the  second  time          -        -        -        -  110 

debated,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  112 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  116 
Woodward,  A.  B.,  a  letter  from,  enclosing  a 

standard  of  measure,  read,  and  referred  -  481 
the  committee  discharged  -        .        .        .  766 
Wyandott  Indians,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives granting  a  tract  of  land  to  the  773 
read  twice,  and  referred    ....  776 

reported 782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  785 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           •        -  789 

Y. 

Yandes,  Peter,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

sentatives  for  the  relief  of        >        -        -     592 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -        -    616 

reported  without  amendment     •        -        -    721 

laid  on  the  table        .....    748 
Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  bill  to  revife  certain  acts 

relative  to  duties  on  tonnage  and  imports       76 

on  the  petition  of  Alexander  A.  White      •     123 

on  the  bill  making  a  road  from  Memphis  to 
Little  Rock 137 

on  passing  the  bill  respecting  land  claims 
in  Missouri  and  Arkansas      ...     152 

on  filling  up  a  blank  in  the  bill  for  additional 
sloops  of  war         .....    232 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  opening 
certain  roads  in  Florida  ...    894 

on  concurrence  with  the  report  of  Ebenezer 
Oliver,  and  ■  others.  Directors  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Land  Company  ...    306 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  making  appropriations 
for  the  military  service  -  -        -    316 

on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  Sarah  Eas- 
ton  and  Dorothy  Storer  ....     326 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  pur- 
chase of  cannon,  bombs,  dtc.  -        -        -    333 

on  a  section  in  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Amasa  Stetson 336 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Dean  Weymouth       ....     938 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  P|^ 

on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  tkeTCM. 

lutions    proposing    amendmentf  to  the 

Constitution   respecting  the  elecUoD  tf 

President       -        -        -       -       •     •  417 

on  amendments  to  the  General  Apprs[Rii> 

tion  bill «K 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  for  aboliibiog 

Imprisonment  for  Debt  -  -  .  .  ^ 
on  the  postponement  of  said  bill  -  -  (^ 
on  its  recommitment  -        -       •      •  jtt 

on  its  indefinite  postponement  -  •  •  W 
on  its  passage  -  -  -  .  .  .  50i 
on  the  bill  to  protect  the  fur  trade  •  507. 7£ 
on  a  resolution  for  adjournmont  •  •  MS 
on  the  reference  of  the  bill  from  the  Hooic 
of  Representatives  to  amend  thsacU reli- 
tive  to  import  duties      -        •       •      •  S36 

on  amendments  to  said  bill  591,  615,  655. 6€!, 
702,  706,  706,  707,  708,  710,  711,  71!,  711 
714,  718,  719,  720.  724.  785.  727,  728,  Tfi. 

7.30,  731.  732,  733,  735, 73« 
on  its  final  passage  -         -        -       •      •  741 
on  receding  from  the  amendmentf  disagreed 
to  by  the  House  of  Representatives  •   755,  7a( 
on  the  postponement  of  the  bill  for  the  settk> 
ment  of  pecuniary  claims       -       .      .  531 
on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill       •      •  5S 
on  its  passage  -         •         -        .       .      .  &1I 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  Duane    -         -        .       .      .  ^ 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  sonrej  of 

roads  and  canals  ...  565,  567,  M 
on  its  third  reading  -  -  .  .  .  5SS 
on  its  final  passage  -         -        .       .      .  iTI 

on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  fortifi* 

cations  -        -         -        .       -      .  5e< 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.  McNair      •  7^3 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  biO 
for  the  relief  of  Mary  James  -       -      •  74J 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  a  register  to 

the  brig "  William"  -  .  -  -  7fil 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  D.  D. 

Tompkins •  ^ 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  improre 

the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mitfif- 

sippi  Rivers *  **' 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  therditf 

of  J.  H.  Piatt  -  -  .  .  .  7» 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  create  eertuB 

stock     -        -        - ^ 

on  the  bill  to  opea  a  road  from  Miami  to 

Detroit '* 

Young,  Andrew,  and  others.  Mr.  Lowrie  pn- 

sented  the  petition  of,  respecting  the  tififli 
read,  and  referred  -        -       -      •  3* 

Young,  William  J.,  and  others,  Mr.  FinJliJ 
presented  the  memorial  of, praying  protec- 
tion  to  manufactures,  read,  and  relerrcd  U^ 

Young,  Robert,  and  Richard  Bland  Lee,  jadges 
of  the  drphans'  court  in  Washiogtoa,  M'* 
Lloyd  presented  the  memorial  of,  read, 
and  referred  -        -         -        -       - 


the  committee  discharged  • 
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Abbot,  Joel,  of  Georgia,  attended 
Abeel,  G.  B.     (See  Lenox^  James.) 

Accommodations  for  Congress,  a  reaulntion  frofn 
the  Senate  for  appointing  a  committee  to 
make  sach  distribution  of  the  rooms  in  the 
Capitol  as  business  may  require     -        -     8^5 
agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed     -    828 
a  report  made   ------  2683 

agreed  to 2684 

a  committee  appointed  to  make  distribution 

of  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  House  -        -  2684 
a  report  made   ------  2764 

read  and  concurred  in        •        -        -        -  2765 

Accountability  of  PubHc  Officers.    (See  PubUe 
Officers*) 

Accounts,  a  statement  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
respecting  the  settlement  of,  laid  on  the 

table 797 

a  Committee  on,  appointed        -        .        -     799 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to  public,  referred  to  the  Committee 
t>n  Public  Expenditures  ...     goo 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  act  in  relation  to        -        •        -  1767 

Adams,  Parmenio,  of  New  York,  the  Speaker 
presented  a  memorial  of,  contesting  the 
election  of  Isaac  Wilson,  referred  -        -    804 
report  made       ------     897 

the  memorial  of,  and  a  letter  of  Isaac  Wil- 

eon  in  full 899 

a  resolution  to  allow,  to  appear  before  the 

House 940 

the  subject  considered        -        -        -     941,944 
is  qualified,  and  takes  his  seat   -        -        -     946 
Adjournment,  Mr.  Allen  submitted  a  resolution 

for,  in  April,  read  and  laid  on  the  table  -  1765 

debated 2153 

consideration  refused  ....  2346 

a  committee  appointed  to  report  what  busi- 
ness is  necessary  to  be  done  before        -  2457 
a  report  made   ------  2487 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for        -  2465 

referred 2470 

report  made      ......  2513 

debated 2649 

amended  and  agreed  to     -        -        -        -  2664 

the  House  adjourns  -----  2770 

Agriculture,  a  Committee  on,  appointed     -        -     798 
the  coOSmittee  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
an  increase  of  duty  on  articles  of  foreign 
growth  will  benefit        ...        -  'l662 
a  report  in  full  ------  1857 

Akers,  harkin  N.,  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  placing,  on  the  pension  list        -        -  1663 
Alabama,  Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting a  Circuit  Court  for,  laid  on  the 

table 806 

amended  so  as  to  include  the  States  where 
no  circuits  are  now  held,  and  agreed  to  -    810 


Alabama — continued.  Page, 

a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting 

the  sale  of  lands,  referred  -  -  '  -  -  826 
adverse  report  laid  on  the  table  -  -  .  1000 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting 

purchasersof  lands,  referred  -  -  -  826 
committee  discharged  -  -  .  -  1000 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting 

pre-emption  to  settlers  in  Jackson  and  De-\ 

catur  counties,  referred  -  -  -^  .  826 
adverse  report  laid  on  the  table  -        .        -    985 

Mr.  Owen  presented  a  memorial  praying 
pre-emption  for  Bibb,  Henry,  and  Pike 
counties,  referred  -        -        -        •        -  1084 
bill  from  the  Senate  granting  pre-emption 

to  certain  quarter  sections  of  land  in       -  1100 
referred    -------  1101 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  1 144 
a  petition  of  £.  Lewis,  praying  the  impeach- 
ment of  C.  Tait,  the  District  Judge  of,  laid 
on  the  table 1202 

Mr.  Moore  presented  a  memorial  of,  con- 
cerning relief  to  purchasers  of  public 
lands 1202 

the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  the  revoca- 
tion of  an  ordinance  of,  in  relation  to  its 
navigable  waters   -        -        -        -        -1215 

'    Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  for  increas- 
ing the  salary  of  the  District  Judge  of, 
negatived      ------  1789 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regulate  the  survey 

of  lands  in  the  southern  part  of      -         -  1618 
read  and  referred       -----  1620   ^ 

reported  without  amendment      .        -        -  1627 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1665 

Senate  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  certain  acts  of,  read  twice,  and 

referred 2494 

reported  without  amendment     .        -        -  2610 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2556 

Alabama  and  Tombigbee  rivers,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  instructed  to  inquire  re- 
specting the  exaction  of  tonnage  duties 
on  vessels  trading  wholly  on  the    -        -  1323 

Alden,  Judsh,  «  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       -----  1675 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  2500 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2604 

Alexander,  Adam  R.,  of  Tennessee,  attended  -    794 

Alexander,  Mark,  of  Virginia,  attended    -        -     794 

Alexandria,  a  bi(i   to  confer  certain  powers  on 
the   levy  court  oU  reported,    and   read 
twice     -------    894 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .        -  2684 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        *  2.'V86 

Mr.   Mercer   presented   a   petition  of  the 
Common  Council  of,  praying  an  increase 
of  corporate  powers,  referred   .        -         -     986 
Mr.  Neaie  presented  a  memorial  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  above,  referred      -        -        -1318 


Ixvii 


INDEX. 


Ixriii 


Hotue  Proceedings  and  D^xOes. 
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a  bill  further  to  amen4  the  charter  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    ....  1959 
Mr.  Neale  presented  a  memorial   praying 
an  alteration  in  the  laws  concerning  the 
inspection  of  flour  in,  referred        -        •  1202 
Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  similar  memorial, 

referred 1318 

a  bill  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  flour  in, 

reported  and  read  twice  ...  2551 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2566 

Senate  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  establishing 

a  turnpike  company  in,  referred    -        .  1758 
reported  with  amendment          ...  i960 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  1962 
Mr.  IVeale  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants,  praying  retrocession  of,  re- 
ferred     2490 

Aliens,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  instruct, 
ed  to  inquire  respecting  fees  for  the  natu- 
ralization of .        .        .        ...  1783 

a  bill  in  relation  to,  reported  in  part,  and 

read  twice 1757 

Allen  Ljdia,  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  in* 
structed  to  inquire  respecting  a  pension 

for 808 

Allen,  Robert,  of  Tennessee,  attended      -        •    794 
Alien,  Samuel  C,  of  Massachusetts,  attended    -     793 
Allison,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended         -    793 
Alsbury,  Thomas,  committee  inetmcted  to  in- 
quire respecting   compensation   to,    and 
others,  for  horses  lost  during  the  war  of 
1812 1461 

Alvis,  Zachariah  C,  the  Committee  of  Claims 
directed  respecting  compensation  to,  for 
the  bas  of  a  horse  ....  1503 

Alward,  Henry,  the  Committee  of  Claims  in. 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  account  of, 
against  the  United  States      ...    848 

Amendment  to  the  Constitution,  a  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  an,  in  relation  to  an  election  of 

Representatives,  &c 801 

report  made      ......    850 

report  in  full    --....    851 

considered         ......  io67 

the  same  committee  report  a  joint  resolution 
for,  as  respects  the  election  of  Represen- 
tatives   -        .    866 

Mr.  Lif  ingston  submitted  a  resolution  for, 
in  relation  to  the  election  of  President 
and  Vice  President        •        -        -        -  1179 

laid  on  the  Uble 1181 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for,  in 
relation  to  the  election  of  President,  rtaA 

twice -  1292 

Mr.  Abbot  submitted  a  resolution  for,  in  re- 
lation to  persons  of  color,  read  twice        -  1399 
Archer,  Willism  8.,  of  Virginia,  attended  -     794 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 

and  canals 1233 

Arkansas,  Mr.  Conway  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  liegislature  of,  praying  an  appro- 
priation for  the  extinguishment  of  the 
Quapau  title  in,  referred        >        -        •  ^  803 
the  committee  discharged,  and  the  memorial  ^ 

referred  to  the  SecreUry  of  War    •        -    826 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  read  snd  refer- 
red         1023 
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Arkansas — continued.  pi^ 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  extingniih- 

.    ing  said  title  reported,  and  read  twice  •  1(164 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       •       -     •  2605 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -     .  tt06 

Mr.  Conway  presented  a  memorial  of  the 

Legislature  of,  praying  a  list  of  militin 

bounty  lands  in,  referred        .       .     '. 

a  bill  to  furnish  said  list  reported  and  letd 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  praying  qu^ 

ter  sections  of  land  to  Hempsted,  MjUer, 

and  Crawford  counties,  referred    - 

a  bill  granting  to,  pre-emption  to  eertain 

quarter  sections  of  land,  reported  ud 

read  twice    -        -        .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
Mr.  Conway  presented  the  petidon  of  tk 
Legislature  of,  praying  a  separate  Sarrey- 
or  General  for,  referred 
Senate  bill    for  the    adjustment  of  liad 

daims  in,  derived  from  Prance  and  Spsis  IW 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -       -      -  Ittl 

reported  with  amendments  -      •  1SS7 

laid  on  the  table        -         -        -       •      •  27U 
Mr.  Rankin  submitted  a  resolution  csfling 
for  information  in  relation  to  the  westcn 
boundary  of  -        -         -        -       -      •  1419 

agreed  to  -        -        -        -       -      -  IW 

a  message  and  report  in  reply  laid  on  tbs  taUe  ICI 
Senate  bill  fixing  the  western  boondaiy  of  9199 
read  twice  -and  referred      -        -       -      •  S7N 
reported  without  amendment 
debated    .... 

final  passage  negatived 

the  vote  reconsidered 

the  bill  passed  .        -        . 

a  message   from  the  President  respediBi 

James  Miller,  Governor  of,  referred      •  ITS 
a  bill  confirming  certain  acts  of  the  Govern- 
or of,  reported,  and  read  twice      •      *  I^H 
Senate  bill  for  the  same  pnrpoee        -      *  9601 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  the  third  resdisg  96^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       .      •  9091 
a  bill  changing  the  mode  of  surveying  iisdi 
on  any  river,  bayou,  or  water-ooQiie  ifl, 
reported  and  read  twice         -       .     •  iSI^ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -       .     •  9f79 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  '  ^ 

amendments  received  and  concurred  in    *  ^^^ 

Armory,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Wv 
with  a  statement  of  expenditures  for  the 
national,  and  of  the  arms  made  theieiB, 
laid  on  the  table  -  -  -  -  •  Iw 
Mr.  Reynolds  submitted  a  resolution  colling 
for  information  in  relation  to  a  ate  fcr  e 
National,  on  the  Western  waters  -      •  1*^ 

agreed  to ]? 

report  in  reply  -        -        ...  wi- 

the Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  insimdftl 
td  inquire  respecting  a  National,  on  the 
Western  waters    - 
Arms,  Lemuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      -         -        "**!«* 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .      .  S49f 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Arms,  ammunition,  Ac,  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorising  sales  of  - 
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Arms,  ftinmuDition,  &c. — continued.  Page, 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  unserviceable, 
reported,  and  read  twice  ...  1767 
Army,  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
changing  the  mode  of  payment  to  the  of- 
ficers of  the  -  1164 

Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  the  pay,  dec., 

of  officers  of  the 1762 

agreed  to  « 1763 

message  and  report  in  reply,  referred  -  2294 

Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  in  relation  to  the  brevet 

I  officers  of  the 1762 

agreed  to 1763 

message  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table    -        -  2595 
I    Army  Rules  and  Regulations,  Mr.  Floyd  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  calling  for  information 
respecting  the,  compiled  by  Gen.  Scott  -  1470 
modified  and  agreed  to      -        -        •        -  1486 
a  message  and  report  in  reply,  laid  on  the 

Uble 1620 

r^-ferred    -        -        -'       -        -        -        -  1733 
Arsenal,  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
erecting  a  National,  on  the  Alabama,  or 

Tombigbee  river 1894 

Atset,  Joseph,  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  placing,  on  the  pension  list  •  1680 
Auction  Sales,  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  imposing  duty  on  -  -  -  -  830 
Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a  memorial  from 

New  York  praying  duty  on  -        -        -    931 
a  bill  laying  a  duty  on,  of  merchandise,  re- 
ported  and  read  twice    .        .        -        -  1398 

B. 

Babbitt,  Jacob,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .        .        -        -        -    836 
)  ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -    891 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    895 
Bacot,  Thomas  W.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        -        -        -    843 
■i  ordered  to  the  third  reading        .        .        -    850 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    875 
Biggar,  Captain  James,  adverse  report  made  on 
the  petition  of  Indiana  in  behalf  of  a  com-" 
i  pany  of  rangers  under,  laid  on  the  table  1163 

I    Bailey,  John,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  -        •    793 
1^  election  of,  contested  ....    807 

^  speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Elections  in  his  case  -        -        -        •  1793 
{fi9%  Contested  Eleeiim.) 
Balances,  a  report  from  the  First  Comptroller 
I  respecting  Treasury,  laid  on  the  table    •    829 

statemenU  of,  from  the  Third  Anditor,  laid 

on  the  uble 914 

statements  of,  due  more  than  three  years, 
laid  on  the  Uble    ....    943,2606 

*  the  Comminee  of  Ways  and  Means  instruct- 

ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pay- 
ing, due  to  collectors  of  the  inUrnal  rev- 
enue    .------  1680 

a  statement  of,  due  by  Receivers  of  Public 
Money,  laid  on  the  Uble        -        •        -  2616 
Baldwin,  Thomas,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  memorial  of,  laid  on  the  Uble  1681 


Page. 
Belize.     (See  Louisiana.) 
Ball,  William  Lee,  of  Virginia,  attended  -        -    794 

the  announcement  of  the  death  of  •  -  1731 
Baltimore,  a  report  from  the  SecreUry  of  the 
Navy  on  sundry  memorials  of  merchants 
and  others  of,  praying  compensation  for 
cerUin  damages,  laid  on  the  table  -  -  2596 
Bankruptcy,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
an  uniform  system  of    -        -        -        -    815 

the  committee  report  it  inexpedient  -        -     895 

report  laid  on  the  Uble      ....    896 

a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce in  New  York  praying  an  uniform 
system  of,  laid  on  the  table    -        .        -     91 1 

Mr.  Breck  presented  a  similiar  one  from 
Philadelphia,  laid  on  the  table        -        -    931 

Mr.  Little  presented  a  similar  one  from  Bal- 
timore, laid  on  the  Uble        ...    985 

Mr.  Webster  submitted  a  resolution  to  es- 
Ublish  an  uniform  system  of-        -        •  2762 

laid  on  the  Uble 2763 

Bank  of  the  United  SUtes,  Mr.  Poinsett,  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  sundry  banking 
institutions,  in  relation  to  bills  of  the,  re- 
ferred     836 

Mr.  Storrs  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  sUtemenU  of  the  affairs  of  the  •        -  1528 

ai^ed  to-        -        -        -        -        -        -  1551 

communication  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table  1593 

Mr.  Cambreleng  submitted  a  resolution 
calling  for  a  report  at  the  next  session  of 
the  rate  of  interest  at  which  the,  wilt  con- 
tinue the  United  States  loan  -        .        .  2698 

agreed  to 2711 

Banks,  copies  of  the  correspondence  between 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the,  in 
which  public  money  is  deposited,  laid  on 

the  Uble 1873 

Barber,  Noyes,  of  Connecticut,  attended  -        -    798 
Barbour,  John  S.,  of  Virginia,  attended    -        -    794 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 
and  canals     ......  1324 

testimony  of,  in  the  ease  of  Ninian  Edwards  2835 

Barbour,  Philip  P.,  of  Virginia,  attended  -        -    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 

and  canals 999,  1000 

speech  of,  on  the  same      ....  1006 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  biU     1679,  1692,  1697 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -        -        -  1916 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  ^  relief  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins    •        -        -        •        -  2678 

Bartlett,  Ichabod,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended    826 
remarks  of,  on  sending  an  Agent  to  Greece  1200 
on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards    -        -  2478 
Bartlett,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  John 
Stearns,  Nathaniel  Carver,  and  others, 
reported  and  read  twice  ...        -    867 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        •        -    891 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -    895 
Bartley,  Mordecai,  of  Ohio,  attended        -        -    794 
Bascom,  Henry  B.,  elected  Chaplain        -        -    805 
Bassett,  Burwell,  of  Virginia,  attended     -        -     828 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  improving  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  rivers    .        -         .        -  2582 
,  Baton  Rouge,  the  Committee  on  MOitary  Affairs 
instructed  to  inquire  respecting  the  ex- 
change of  eerUin  land  in        -        -        -  1894 
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Baton  Rouge — continaed.  Page. 

a  bill  authorizing  the  exchange  of  aaid  land 
reported  and  read  twice  ...  2490 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        •  2495 

the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  relin- 
quishing a  certain  tract  of  land  to  Went 
Baton  Rouge  .... 

a  bill  for  that  purpose  reported,  and  read 
twice    ----..- 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        - 

Baadin,  Nicholas  8.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and 

Joseph  Ohastang,  read  twice  and  referred 

adverse  report  made  .        .        •        -        ^ 

the  bill  recommitted  ..... 

another  adverse  report  made  ... 
Baylies,  Francis,  of  Massachusetts,  attended     - 

speech  oft  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  to 
send  an  Agent  to  Greece        ... 

remarks  of,  on  the  TariflTbill     ... 

speech  of,  on  the  same      .... 

Beard,  David,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and 

read  twice     ...... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Beaulieu,  Lewis  Joseph  de,  Mr.  Forsyth  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 

Beaumarchais  Claim,  the  correspondence  in  rela- 
tion to  the,  referred  to  a  select  committee 
the  report  made  in  full      .... 
considered         .....  2507, 2588 

laid  on  the  table 2597 

the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of  Ame- 
lia Eugenia  de  la  Rue,  heiress  of  M.  de 
Beaumarchais        .....  2468 
Mr.  Tucker  submitted  a  resolution  to  refer 

said  petition  to  the  President  ...  2630 
Mr.  McDuffie  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
on  the  President  to  obtain  and  communi- 
cate further  evidence  in  relation  to  the, 
negatived 

Beauregard,  Gabrielle  Emilie  de,  Mr.  Forsyth 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 

Beecher,  Philemon,  of  Ohio,  attended 

Belt,  Benjamin  M.     (See  Langky,  Htzekiah.) 

Bennett,  Joshua,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       ..... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Bermuda  Hundred  and  City  Point,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commere^instructed  to  inquire  into 
theexpediencyff  amending  the  laws  relat- 
ing to  the  districts  of,  respecting  vessels  - 
Biddle,  John.     (See  Contested  Election.) 
Biagrove,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice       .        .        .        .        - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        - 

Blair,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended 

Blean,  Robert,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         •         - 
Books,  Maps,  dec,  Mr.  Carter  submitted  a  reso. 
lution  respecting  a  duty  un,  negatived     • 
Mr.  Sharpe  presented  the  petiiion  of  sundry 
bookbinders  and  others  praying  an  in- 
crease of  duty  on UB08 
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Boston,  Mr.  Webster  presented  amemonslfroffl, 
in  relation  to  the  islands  aroaad  the  har- 
bor of,  referred  to  the  Committee  onRai^ 
and  Canals   -         -        ....  ^^^ 

•aid  committee  discharged,  and  the  rntn- 
rial  referred  to  the  Committee  od  Co» 
merce   -        -        -        -       -       -     -isM 

Bounty  Lands,  the  Committee  on  MiliUijAf* 
fairs  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  amending  the  laws  in  reiition  lo  ^ 
Bowdoinham.     (See  Ports  of  Ddintry,) 
Boyd,  Joseph  C,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

heirs  of  -        -        .       .      .      .  $^ 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        .      .     .  ^^ 
reported  without  amendment    • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  pas«ed  -      •      -  :^ 
Brace,  Stephen,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported, 

and  read  twice       -         -        .       -      •  IS: 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -       -      •  21^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •       •      •  £ji^' 
Bradford,  Charles,  a   bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported, and  read  twice  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Bradley,  William  C,  of  Vermont,  attended 
Brandy  wine  Shoal.     (See  Lighlhousa.) 
Breck,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
remarks  of,   on   his    resolution  ciiliag  f^r 
information    respecting  commerce  vitb 
Greece  -         -        -       -     870,801,$^ 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -       •     •  i'^ 

Brent,  William  L.,  of  Lduisiana,  attended     •  1^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  1515.  mM, 

1565,lo».lii: 

remarks  of,  upon  a  report  in  reiition  to  i 
sale  of  lots  in  Washington  City   •     -  3C11 
Brooke,  George,  the  Committee  of  Claimi  in- 
structed   to   inquire    respecting  eertun 
compensation  to    -        -       .      .     .  iW 

Brooks,  James,  Jeha  and  Nathaniel,  a  bill  h: 
the  relief  of,  or  their  heirs,  reported  aod 
read  twice    •        -        -        -      .     •  !1SS 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      •      .     .  Sj^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      .     •  3j^ 

Bronson,  .\lviB,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reportni 

and  read  twice  -  -  ..'543 
debated  -  -  -  -  .  .  -SW^ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -  *  *^^. 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      •     •  ^^i^ 

Brotherton,  Robert,  a  bill  fur  the  relief  ot  r^ 
ported,  and  read  twice  -        .       •     - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Brown,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
Brown,  Samuel,  a  bill  to  issue  letters  patent  to, 
reported  and  read  twice 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Brush,  Elijah,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       -         -        •"*!!!! 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -       -      ' !;; 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed       *      '  *i. 
Buchanan,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -  *^ 
rem^ks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  costi  in 
patent  cases  -         •         -        -       -   »33. 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  erect  t  dob- 
nmcnt  to  W^ashingtoa    -       •        l^^' " 
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Buchanan,  James — continued.  Page, 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill   1646,  1547,  1565, 

1590,  1678,  1696,  1709,  1792 
speech  of,  on  the  same       -        -  1888,  2258 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  improving   the 

Ohio  and  Misiussippi  rivers    -        -         -  2583 

on  the  resolution  for  adjournment     -         -  2651 

Buck,  Daniel  A.  A.,  of  Vermont,  attended       -     793 

Buckner,  Richard  A.,  of  Kentucky,  attended    -     794 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  survey  of  roads 

and  canals    ......  1361 

Burch,  Benjamin,  appointed  Sergeant-at-Arms     796 
Burch's  Digest  of  Laws,  the  Clerk  directed  to 

procure  fifty  copies  of    -        -         -         -  2710 

Burleigh,  William,  of  Maine,  attended     -        -     793 
Burns,  Malachi,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice  -  .  .  -  .  1292 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2496 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         •  2000 

Burton,  George,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  petition  of,  referred    -         -    676 
Burton,  Hutchins  G.,   of  North  Carolina,  at- 
tended   -        -     797 

remarks  o^  on  the  Tariff  bill    -        -        -  1660 

C. 

Cady,  John  W.,  of  New  York,  attended  -        -     793 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry 974 

Call,  Richard  K.,  of  Florida,  attended       -        -     798 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  fur  opening  certain 
roads  in  Florida     ....     926,  927 

on  the  bill  for  a  canal  to  connect  the  Wa- 
bash and  Miami  rivers  -  -  2585 
Calvert  County.     (See  Maryland.) 
Campbell,  John  W.,  of  Ohio,  attended     -         -    794 

remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  contested 

election 1840 

Campbell,  Robert,  of  South  Carolina,  attended     794 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      ...  1676 
Cambreleng,  Churchill  C,  of  New  York,  at- 
tended   793 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins      •        -        -        -    816 

on  Mr.  Brock's  resolution  in  relation  to  com- 
merce with  Greece         -        -        -     871, 872 

on  the  bill  for  pensions  to  widows  and  or- 
phans  ---.-.-    881 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -        -  1520, 1747 

speech  of,  on  the  same      -        -        -        •  1568 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  exchanfe  certain 
stock    .......  2705 

,  Canal,  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
opening  a,  between  the  Tennessee  and 
Coosa  rivers  ..---•     812 

report  made  and  laid  on  the  table      -        -  2630 

a  petition  from  Florida  praying  aid  to  open 
a,  between  St  Augustine  and  St.  John's, 
referred 1954 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  opening  of  said,  re- 
ported, and  read  twice  .        -        .        .  2171 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2602 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2603 

a  bill  to  open  a,  from  the  Wabash  to  the 
Miami,  reported    -         .        -        •         •     829 

memorials  from  the  Legislature  of  Indiana 
praying  the  opening  of  said,  committed  to 
Committee  of  the  Whole       -         -  1083,  1318 

the  bill  under  consideration       -  2584,2600,2603 


Canal — continued.  Page, 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading         -        -  2604 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         -  2606 
the  Committee  on   Roads  and  Canals  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
opening  a,  to  connect  the  Illinois  river 
with  Lake  Michigan       -        -        -        -  1914 
a  bill  for  opening  a,  around  the  falls  of  the 
Ohio  river  near  Louisville,  reported,  and 
read  twice     -...--  1961 

Cannon,  Muskets,  dtc,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a 
resolution  calling  for  information  in  rela- 
tion to  contracts  for        -        -        -        -  836 

debated 844 

adopted     ..-----  846 

report  in  reply^  laid  on  the  table        -        •  939 
referred  to  a  select  committee    .        -        -  944 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  re- 
specting, referred  -         -         .         -         -  959 
Senate  bill  for  the  gradual  supply  of,  for  for- 
tifications     ------  1766 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        .        -  1769 

reported  without  amendment    .        .        -  2236 

Cape  Henlopen.     (See  Lighthouses.) 
Capillano.     (See  Washington.) 
Capitol,  a  committee  appointed  to  devise  regu- 
lations for  the  police  of  the    -        .        -  1488 
report  made,  read  twice,  and  laid  on  the 

table 1702 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2656 
considered         .-.--.  2575 

laid  on  the  table 2576 

report  on  a  statement  of  William  Lambert 
in  relation  to  the  longitude  of  the,  laid  on 

theUble 1661 

a  resolution  to  dispose  of  the  building  south 

of  the,  referred 2688 

the  execution  of  said  resolution  suspended 
until  next  session  -        -        -        -        -  270S 
(See  Aeeommodations.) 

Carr,  Thomas,  the  petition  of,  referred      -        -    814 
documents  in  support  of  the  claim  of,  re- 
ferred     826 

(See  Donnelsonf  John.) 

Carroll,  Daniel,  of  Duddington,  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of,  and  others,  reported  and  read 
twice    -------    848 

the  third  reading  negatived        -        -        -    957 
the  vote  reconsidered,  and  the  bill  recom- 
mitted   »5» 

reported  without  amendment  -  •  -  1680 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  .  .  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •  2504 

Carter,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended        -    797 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -        -        -  2154 
Carter,  John  K.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 2499 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  .  -  2506 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2507 

Carver,  Jonathan,  Mr.  Fuller  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Stroud  and  wife,  praying 
that  a  petition  heretofore  presented  by  the 
pretended  heirs  of,  be  disposed  of  -        -  1618 
referred    -        -        -        -        -        -        -1619 

Carver,  Nathaniel.     (See  Bartlett,  WiiUam.) 

Cary,  George,  of  Georgia,  attended  -        -    794 

remarks  of;  on   Mr.  Buchanan's  resolution 
to  erect  a  monument  to  Washington      -  1046 
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Ctiij,  George — continued.  Page. 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Webeter'a  reaolotion  in 
relation  to  an  Agent  for  Greece    -        -  1127 
Case»  London,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice  .....  848 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  877 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -    887 

Caaaedy,  George,  of  New  Jersey,  attended        -     793 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -        -        -2139 

Castine,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  who  have 
imported  goods  into,  reported  and  read 

twice 1042 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2489 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        .  2648 

Castle  Clinton,  Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  City  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing that,  and  the  ground,  dbc.  belonging 
thereto,  be  reconveyed  to  New  York,  re- 
ferred    832 

report  made,  and  laid  on  the  table     -        -    969 

Chandler,  Walter  8.,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief 
of,  and  Samuel  Ward,  read  twice,  and 

referred 1629 

adverse  report  made 1914 

laid  on  the  table 2609 

Chaplain,  Henry  B.  Bas^om  elected         -        -    805 
a  message  from  the  Senate  informing  the 
Hou^e  of  the  election  of  Wm.  Staughton     825 

Chapman,  Thomas,  the  committee  discharged 
from  the  petition  of  the  executors  of,  and 
the  petition  laid  on  the  table  .        -        -  1064 

Charleston,  Senate  bill  for  the  survey  of  the  har- 
bor of,  St.  Mary's  and  the  coast  of  Florida  2622 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  2630 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  2648 
reported  without  amendment  «  .  -  2710 
passed -  2765 

Charpentrie,  Francois.     (See  Myotte,  Jacques.) 
Chastang,  Joseph.     (See  Baudtn,  Nicholas.) 
Cherokee  Indians,  Mr.  Moore  submitted  a  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  an  act  explanatory 
of  the  treaty  with  the,  read  and  laid  on 

the  table 1324 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  extinguishing  reservations  granted  to 

ceruin 1869 

Mr.  Forsyth  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  negotiations  by 
General  Jackson  with  the,  in  relation  to 

cession  of  lands 2212 

agreed  to 2237 

report  in  reply 2397 

the  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  John 
Ross  and  other  delegates  from  the,  re- 
ferred    2395 

Cheaapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
Hemphill  presented  the  memorial  of  the, 

referred 848 

a  bill  auth'^rizmg  the  subscription  of  stock 
in  the,  reported  and  read  twice      -        -  1503 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  so  much  of  the 
President's  Message  as  relates  to  the, 
referred         .-----    800 

Mr.  Stewarfll  submitted  a  resolution  to  de- 
vote the  proceeds  of  sales  of  lots  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  the    -        -        -  1789 


Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal — coatiaacd.        Pw, 
Mr.  Little  aobmittcd  a  resolaUoD  fin  the 
employment  of  a  part  of  the  Eogimef 
Corps  in  surveying  the  ground  for  tke  •  gjr 
laid  on  the  table        -        •       -      •    -  8£ 
a  letter  from  William  H.  Jones  witk  8b- 
ver's  map  of  the  country  throagh  v^d 
the,  shall  pass^  referred  -       -      •    •  915 
Mr.  Kent  presented  an  act  of  the  Suteti 
Maryland,   incorporating  the  coopiBT, 
referred         -        -        -       -      •     -tUs 
Chitwood,  Sarah,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o(  reportd 

and  read  twice ^ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -      •     -  W 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •     •  S'J 
Claims,  Committee  of,  appointed  '     •  It 

Clarke,  Archibald,  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of,  npoft^ 

ed  and  read  twice 3i£ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  •  •  SC 
read  the  third  time,  and  psssed  •  ^ 

Clarke,  M.  St.  Clair,  appointed  Clerk  of  tke 

House 7S< 

Clark,  Lot,  of  New  Yoric,  attended  •      -     •  7S 
remarks  of,  on  the  New  York  coDtciUd 

elecUon 9M,9J( 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bUl    -        %in,m 

Clay,  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  attended      -     -  't^ 
elected  Speaker         -        .       .      .     > 
remarks  of,  on  taking  the  Chair 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Du* 

iel  D.  Tompkins, ^I 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Perry  •  ^ 
on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads  and  cuils  .^ 
speech  of,  on  the  aame      -  .     •  leK 

remarks  of,    in   reply  to  Mr.  Rtndoipii'i 

speech  on  said  bill         -       -      -    *'«^j' 

on  a  resolution  respecting  aid  to  tbe  Grccb  1^1^ 

1114 

speech  of,  on  the  same      •       -      -     '  '^* 
remarks  of,  on  the   Tariff  lull,  1481, 14«1 14$ 
1547,  1669,  1672,  1691,  1700, 1896.  11?j- 
speech  of,  on  the  aame      -  '*-'' 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  create  stock foi  ^ 

Florida  Treaty  Awards  -  -^••** 
on  the  Occupying  Claimant  Law  of  Kes- 

tucky    -----       tfll5» 
on  suspending  his  resolution  in  rehtioo  u 
certain  designs  upon  theSpaaish  prm£«'  ^^ 
Cleftan,  William,  a  committee  instracM  toia- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  coopaa- 
ting,  for  certain  loases    -       ~      '         u 
Clerk  of  the  House,  M.  St.  Clair  Clsikssppoin^*^  ^ 
Clerks,  a  bill  to  employ  additional,  in  ^f  *^' 

eral  DepartmenU,  reported  and  read  tvkt  R 
considered  -  -  "  "  "  S 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasied  '  ^ 

amendments  received 
concurred  in     -        -        -       -      ' 
an  order  to  pay  the  engroesiog,  certiiocon- 
pcnsation      -        - 
Cleveland,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of.  R- ^^ 
ported  and  read  twice  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed 
Cobb,  Thomas  W.,  of  Georgia,  attended  - 

remarks  of,  on  the  biU  aUowing  peiuiMU^  ^, 
widows  and  orphans      -       -^    "    ^  ^.J 


in 


on  the  bill  for  tlie  relief  of  Mrs.  P^rj 
on  the  Tariff  bill      .       •       -     - 


..Hi 
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Cocke,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended        -        -    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins    -        -        -        -     817,  820 
on  the  Appropriation  bill,  1782,  1783,  1785,  1786 
on  a  report  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  public 
loto  in  the  City  of  Washington        2608,  2615 

Cocke,  William,  u  bill  to  compensate,  for  cer- 
tain services,  reported  and  read  twice     -  2258 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2506 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2506 

Collins,  Ela,  of  New  York,  attended        -        -     793 
Collins,  Johanna,  Mr.  Farretly  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  praying  a  divorce,  referred       -  1428 
adverse  report  made  and  concurred  in        -  1460 
Collins,  Thomas,  the  committee  on  the  petition 
of,  discharged,  and  the  petition  laid  on 

the  table 1792 

Collier,  Charles  M.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice   -        -        -        -    814 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...    834 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    837 

Collier,  Isaac,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported, 

and  read  twice  .....  939 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -2481 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2487 

Colored  persons.    (See  Amendment.) 
Columbia  river,  a  select  committee  appointed  to 

inquire  into  the  expediency  of  occupying    890 

report  made 2346 

copy  of  the  report  in  full  ....  2345 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  occupation  of,  report- 
ed and  read  twice  ....  1084 
Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  calling  on 
the  President  for  an  estimate  of  expenses 
for  transporting  troops  to  the  mouth  of  -  1178 
modified  and  adopted        ....  1203 

a  message  in  reply '  1622 

referred     -•--..-  1623 

Columbian  College,  Mr.  Kent  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  tbe  trustees  of,  referred   -        -  1428 
the  committee  discharged  ....  1733 

Columbian  Institute,  Mr.  Campbell  presented  a 
memorial  of  the,  praying  a  lot  of  ground 
for  a  botanical  garden,  referred       >         -  1429 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the,  reported  and 

read  twice  -.----  1661 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2600 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2504 

Columbus,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  a  copy  of  a-  letter  (torn  George  G. 
Barrell  presenting  a  portrait  of,  referred  •     916 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  providing 
a  place  of  deposite  for  the  portrait  of,  and 
directing  the  diatribution  of  certain  copies 
of  the  Declarfttion  of  Independence,  read 
twice 2708 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2711 

Commerce,  appointment  of  the  Committee  on  -    797 
so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  the  above  committee     799 
the  Committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency    of   regulating,    among  the 
States,  agreed  to 801 

Commerce  and  Navigation,  a  statement  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaitury  showing  the, 
for  one  year,  laid  on  the  table        -        •  i  487 
additional  copies  ordered  to  be  printed        -  1808 


Page. 

Commercial  Regulations,  a  message  from  the 
President,  transmitting  a  digest  of  the,  of 
foreign  countries,  laid  on  the  table  -  1320 

message  in  addition  ....  2758 

Condict,  Lewis,  of  New  Jersey,  attended         -    793 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill    -        .        -2336 
Congressional  Burial  Ground,  Senate  bill  for 

enclosing  the 2396 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  2431 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -2  471 

oidered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2609 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2510 

Conner,  Henry,  of  North  Carolina,  attended    -     794 

Conner,   William,   the   Committee  on    Public 

Lands  instructed  to  inquire  in  relation  to 

certain  land  for      -        -        -        -        -  1216 

the  committee  discharged  ...  18O8 

Contested  Elections,  the  Speaker  presented  the 
petition  of  Parmenio  Adams,  contesting 
the  election  of  Isaac  Wilson,  of  New 

York,  referred 804 

sundry  documents  in  relation  to  the  same, 

referred 814 

the  report  in  full 897 

a  copy  of  the  memorial  of  P.  Adams,  and  a 

letter  from  J.  Wilson     ...    899,  900 
a  resolution  to  permit  Mr.  Adams  to  appear    940 
the  subject  considered       -        -        -    941,  944 
P.  Adams  qualified   -        -        •        -        -     946 
Mr.  Scott  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Biddie,  contesting  the  election  of  Gabriel 
Richard,  of  Michigan,  referred        -        -    814 
report  in  full    -        -        -        -        -        -  1001 

leave  given  J.  Biddie  to  withdraw  his  papers  1319 
a  memorial  from  A.  H.   Powell,  contesting 
the  election  of  Jared  Williams,  of  Vir- 
ginia, referred        .....     829 

documents  relating  to  the  same,  referred    -     832 
report  made,  and  leave  given  the  petitioner 

to  withdraw  his  papers  .        -        -        .     958 
a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Norfolk, 
Massachusetts,  contesting  the  election  of 
John  Bailey,  referred      ....    807 

report  made      ......    887 

the  report  in  full    .....  1594 

considered         -        -        -          1793,  1809,  1832 
decided  that  John  Bailey  is  not  entitled  to  a 
seat 1856 

Contingent  Fund,  four  statements  of  expenditures 
from  the,  of  the  two  Houses,  laid  on  the 

table      -        - 797 

abstract  of  expenditures  from  the,  for  the 
Navy,  laid  on  the  table  ....     943 
Conway,  Henry  W..  of  Arkansas,  attended      -     794 
Cook,  Daniel  P.,  of  Illinois,  attended,        -        -    794 
remmrks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  the 

adjustment  of  land  claims  873,  883,  884,  886 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  for 

sending  an  agent  to  Greece  ...  1146 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  ...  1645 
on  the  Appropriation  bill  -        -  1784,  1785 

on  the  bill  respecting  the  Supreme  Court  -  2646 
on  the  resolution  for  adjournment        2650,  2668 

2662 
the  testimony  of,  in  the  case  of  Ninian  Ed- 
wards     2829 

Cooper,  David,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 1763 
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bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -        -  8500 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        ^  2604 
Cordage,  Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  the  petition 
of  certain  manufacturers  of,  againat  an 
increaae  of  duty  oh  foreign  hemp    -        -    646 
Cotheal,  Henry,  and  David,  and  David  8.  Hal- 
let,  the  committee  diacharged  from  the 

petitions  of 1043 

Cotton  Gooda,  Mr.  Storrs  presented  the  petition 

of  certain  manufacturers  of,  referred  -  807 
Mr.   Eddy   presented  a   similar   one   from 

Rhode  Island 985 

Coxe,  Daniel  W.«  agent  for  the  Marquis  de  Mai- 
son  Rouge,  Mr.  firent  presented  a  memo- 
rial from,  praying  confirmation  of  a  tract 
of  land,  laid  on  the  table        ...     846 

referred 850 

the  committee  discharged  .        t        .        .     940 
leave  given  to  withdraw  his  papers     -        -  1100 
Counterfeiting,  the   Committee  on    Coimmerce 
and  Manufactures  instructed  to  provide 
againat,  marks  or  names  used  by  manu- 
facturers         -    816 

Court*  of  the  United  States.     (See  Judiciary,) 
Crafu,  Samuel  C,  of  Vermont,  attended  -        .     793 
Craig,  Lewis.     (See  Thomas^  Philemon,) 
Craig,  Hector,  of  New  York,  attended      -        -     793 
Creek  Indians,  instructions  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  respecting  compensa- 
tion to  friendly      -        •        -        .        -1681 
adverse  report  made 2152 

Crimea,  a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  puniabment 

of,  reported  and  read  twice    -        -        -  1214 

passed 2765 

Senate  bill  for  the  punishment  of  certain, 

committed  in  navy  yards,  forts,  6lc.  -  2665 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  2676 
reported  without  amendment     ...  2698 

Crowninshield,  Benjamin  W.,  of  Massachuaetta, 

attended 793 

remarka  of,  on  the  bill  granting  pensions  to 

widows  and  orphans  ....  880 
on  the  Tariff  bill        -        -        -  1896,1898 

Croix,  Duaseau  de  la,  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Ciaima  directed  to  report  on  the 
claim  of,  to  certain  lots  ....  2491 

Culpeper,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     -     794 
remarks  of,  on  resolution  for  adjournment  -  2649 
Cumberland  Road,  so  much  of  the  President's 

Message  as  relates  to  the,  referred  .        -     800 
report  in  full     ......  2666 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  extending  the,  from  Wheel- 
ing to  Zanesville    •        .        .        .        .    805 

a  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the,  reported 

and  read  twice 844 

a  bill  for  the  preservation  and  repair  of,  re- 
ported and  read     .....     882 
a  motion  respecting  a  more  eligible  route 

aubmitted  and  negatived        ...     847 
Mr.  Stewart  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  as  to  the  application  of 
money  appropriated  for  the    -        -        •  2669 
agreed  to  --....  2676 

report  in  reply '  -  2704 

Currency,  the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Law  and  others,  praying  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  national  paper,  referred  2396 


Pace. 
Cushman,  Joshua,  of  Maine,  attended     •     .  t^ 

remarks  of,  on  the  General  AppropnitioB 

bill 1777, 1?83 

Cuthbert,  Alfred,  of  Georgia,  attended      -    .  794 

remarks   of,  on   Mr.  Webster's  resolutm 
for  sending  an  agent  to  Greece       llfi,1177 

on  the  Tariff  bill       -        -       -      •      IKS 

on  the  address  of  Ninian  Edwards    •     .  %{ 


Dale,  Charlea  A.    (See  FuUon^  Robert) 
Dauphin   Island,  the   Committee  oa  ififituj 
Affairs  instructed  to  report  respeetiog  tbe 

works  on bU 

Mr.  Hamilton  submitted  a  resdalioo  n- 
apecting  the  works  on    -       -      •     •  27id 
Datttcrive,  Marigny,  Committee  of  Clums  in- 
atructed  to  inquire  respecting  pajoeotto, 
for  certain  auppliea         -       -      •     •  I5S 
Davidson,  William.     (See  Whitey  Jot^k  M.) 
Day,  Rowland,  of  New  York,  attended    •     •  733 
Debt,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  perMDs  im- 
prisoned for  -         -        -       -      -     .  835 
read  the  firat  time      -        -       -  .  -     >  944 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred    •     •  S4) 
reported  with  amendments        •      .     .  gSJ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       •      .     -  8S} 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      •     •  §17 
Senate  bill   supplementary  to  the  act  (or 
the  relief  of  persona  imprisoned  for,  rod 
twice  and  referred  -       -      >     •  *I73 

reported  without  amendment    -       -     •  3317 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •     •  ^ 
Declaration  of  Independence,  a  letter  froatb 
Secretary  of  State  in  relation  to  twobu* 
dred  fac  simile  copies  of  the,  referred      ^i^ 
joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  dii- 

tribution  of  said  copiea  read  twice  -     -  S7M 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  '      -     •  Sill 
Delaware   and    Chesapeake   Canal   Cofflptnj. 

(See  Chesapeake,  4re.) 
Denny,    Penelope,    the    mother  of  Lieateoeot 

Denny,  the  petition  of,  referred     •     -  ^ 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice      -     -  ^ 

postponed  -         •        -       .      .     •  §52 

the  third  reading  negatived       •      .     •  !46f 

Desobiy,  Benjamin,  a  bill  for  the  relief  cC  r^ 

ported  and  read  twice  -  -  .  •  15SI 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  •  •  •  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -^ 

Detroit,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Chareb  of^ 
Anne,  to  extend    Lamed  straet  i^  ^ 
ported  and  read  twice    -       -      •     '  ^^ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       •      '     '  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      >     -  S49. 
Dili,  Eliia.    (Sea  St.  Clair,  General  Artknr) 
Diplomatic  Intercourse,  the  Committee  of  Wt;s 
and  Means  instructed  to  inqoire  re^xct* 
ing  the  expediency  of  redociog  the  tp- 
propriations  for      -        -       .      .      •  1»^ 
Distillers,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain,  report*^  ^ 
and  read  twice       -        -        '      '      *  ol^ 

debated *  * ! 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -       *      '  §ti 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ' 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain,  reported  tni 

read  twice     -        -        -       -      ■ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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Distilled  SpiriU,  Mr.  Condict  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inhabitants  of  New  Jersey, 
praying  an  excise  duty  on  domestic,  re- 
ferred   -         -         -        -        .        -        -     801 
Mr.  Bartlett  submitted  a  resolution  for  a  tax 
upon  domestic,  negatived        ...  2213 
District  Judges,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  acts  respecting  the  sala- 
ries of-        -        -        -        -        .        .    812 
•  the  said  committee  instructed  to  inquire  intct 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  exi- 
^  gency  arising  from  the  death  or  disability 
of .-     816 

District  of  Columbia,  the  Committee  for  the,  ap- 
pointed ......    798 

the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding arms  fur  the  militia  of  the     -        -     811 

bill  to  regulate  fees  for  th<f  Kegisters  of  the 
Orphans'  Court  in  the,  reported  and  read 
twice    -        -  -         -        -        -  1001 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         ...  2602 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2606 

Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition  of  certain 
inhabitants  of  the,  respecting  a  change  in 
the  form  of  government  for  the,  referred  1202 

a  bill  ta  provide  for  ibe  government  of  the, 
read  twice      -        -        -         -        -        -  1675 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  remonstrance  from  cer- 
tain inhabitants  of  Washington  against 
the  bill 1756 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
Alexandria 1756 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  similar  one  from  tha 
Levy  Court  of  Alexandria      ...  1756 

Mr.  Ross  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
a  delegate  from  tbe,  to  represent  the  same 
in  Congress  .-.-..  1504 
laid  on  the  table        .....  1506 
a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, with  a  report  of  incorporated  lands 
in  the,  laid  on  the  table  .        .        .»        .  1620 
Senate  bill  for  altering  the  times  of  holding 

courts  in  the 2001 

read  twice  ......  2026 

referred     .-----.  2099 

reported  with  amendments        ...  2551 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2556 
Senate  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Turnpike  Company  in  the, 
read  twice  and  referred  ....  2491 

reported  without  amendment     ...  2696 
the  Committee  en  the  Judiciary  instructed 
to  inquire  into  th^  expediency  of  repealing 
an  act  of  Maryland  respecting  protested 
billsof  exchange  in  the  -        -        -        -2506 

Dolive,  Lewis  and  others,  an  adverse  report  on 

the  petition  of,  laid  on  the  table      -        -  2541 

Don  nelson,  John,  Stephen  Heard,  and  others,  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported 
and  read  twice       -        -        -        -        -  1100 
considered  -         ...        .         -2490,2493 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2493 

rejected     -        - 2495 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of        -  2622 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -        -         -  2630 
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Donnelson,  John,  and  others — continued.  Page, 

bill  reported  with  an  amendment  inserting 

the  name  of  Thomas  Carr         -        -        2675 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2683 
Doorkeepers,  B.  Burch  and  J.  O.  Dunn  appointed    796 
Drawbacks,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency 
of  allowing,  on  goods  imported  into  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore 
Duane,  William,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
twice  and  referred  .... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and.  passed - 
Dubord,  Anna,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
Duck  and  Cotton  Bagging,  Mr.  Cassedy  present- 
ed the  petition  of  certain  manufacturers 
of,  referred    ...... 

Duncan,  Jonas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       ..... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Duncan,  Matthew,  the   Committee  on   Public 

Lands  instructed  to  allow  him  to  change 

his  present  location  of  land    - 

Dunn,  John  Oswald  Dunn.    (See  Doorkeeper.) 

Dunn,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Sergeant-at- 

Arms    -        -        .        .        - 
Darfee,  Job,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended     - 
Duties  on  Imports,  a  bill  to  amend  the  several 
acts  imposing*  reported,  and  read  twice  - 
a  copy  of  the  bill      ..... 
considered         -        -        -        -        .  1469, 1471 
Mr.  Cambreleng  submitted  a  statement  in 

relation  to  practical  operations  of  the  bill  1487 
the  bill  considered     -         1506,  1540,  1662, 1567 
Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
respecting  the  probable  efiect  of  the  bill  .  1586 

1676 
debated     •        -        -        -  1612,  1623,  1628 

laid  on  tbe  table 1629 

the  bill  under  consideration        1625,  1629,  1665, 

1676,  1682,  1705,  1735,  1740,1750,1754,1758 

1791,  1859,  1870,  1880,  1894,  1907,1915,1961 

1962,  2001,  2026,  2100,  2154,  2173,2209,2213 

2237,  2258,  2289,  2295,  8318,  2335 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2344 

read  the  third  time    .....  2357 


-  1529 


2464 
2480 
2556 
2575 
2622 
2630 


875 

1551 
2498 
2500 


•  1788 


706 
793 

960 
960 


considered    .    .    •    . 

passed 

amendments  read,  and  referred  - 
report  made  .... 
considered         -        .        -        . 


2400 
2429 
2607 
2620 
2622 


the  Senate  insist  on  certain  amendments  -  2631 

the  House  adheres 2633 

committee  of  conference  appointed    -        -  2635 
report  made      ......  2669 

considered         -        -        .        -        -        •  2672 
concurred  in      -        -        -        -  *      -        -  2675 

the  Committee  on  Agriculture  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  an  increase  of,  will  ben- 
efit agriculturists  -        .        .        .        .  1662 

their  report  in  full     .....  1867 

Mr.  Stewart  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  at  the  next  session  re- 
specting bonds  given  for        .        -        .  271 1 
amended  and  agreed  to     -        -        -        -  2769 
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Duties  on  Tonnage,  &c.,  Senate  bill  concerning 

discriminating  •  •  -  -  -  911 
bill  read  the  first  and  second  time  •  -  912 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     912 

a  bill  to  revive  certain  sections  of  the  act  to 

collect,  reported  and  read  twice      •         -  1099 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -         -        -  2617 
read  the  third  time  and  passed  .        -        -  2631 
Mr.  Breck  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
any,  which  may  be   imposed   by  Great 
Briuin  -        -        .        .        .        -  1789 

laid  on  the  table        -        -        -         -        -  1790 
modified,  agreed  to,  and  referred        -        -  1806 
report  laid  on  the  table      ....  2694 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  instruct^ 
ed  to  inquire  into  Uie  expediency  of  re- 
pealing a  certain  act  respecting      -        -  1870 

Davallt  Mareen,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       -        •>        -        -        -1319 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2496 

read  the  third  time  and  passed  -        -  -2500 

Duval,  William  P.     (See  Florida.) 

Dwight,  Henry  W.,  of  Massachusetts,  attended     793 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  for  sending  an 

Agent  to  Greece 1116 

Dwinell,  Justin,  of  New  York,  attended    -        -     793 

£. 

Karle,  William  Nichols,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

reported  and  read  twice         -        -        -  1063 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2488 

read  the  third  time  and  passed  ...  2491 

Saton,  Lewis,  of  New  York,  attended      -        -    793 

Eaton,  William,  the  petition  of,  referred   -         -  2334 

the  committee  discharged  ...  2547 

Eddy,  Samuel,  of  Rhode  Itdand,  attended         -     793 

Educational  Purposes,  Mr.  Kent  submitted  a 

resolution  respecting  grants  of  land  for  •     834 
Edwards,  Ninian,  the   Speaker  communicated 
an   address  from,  in  relation  to  certain 
charges  against  him,  with  notes  and  doc- 
uments   2431 

considered         ......  2450 

referred  to  a  select  committee    ...  2455 

a  report  made 2471 

concurred  in     -         -        ...        .  2479 
Mr.  Forsyth  submitted  a  resolution  to  in- 
form the  President  of  the  investigation 
ordered  by  the  House    •        -        .        -  2159 
a  Message  from  the  President  in  reply  to  in- 
formation of  proceedings  in  the  case,  laid 

on  the  table 2480 

the  report  of  the  investigating  committee  in 

full 2713 

a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  in  relation  to  -        -        -  2596,  2788 
a  debate  concerning,  arising  on  a  question 

of  adjournment 2649 

Mr.  Livingston  submitted  a  resolution  to 
allow  the  Committee  to  sit  afler  the  ad- 
journment      2756 

agreed  to 2761 

a  debate  on  a  publication  of  Mr.  Randolph 

in  relation  to  the  action  of  the  committee  2766 
an  order  to  allow  witnesses  the  usual  per 

diem  allowance      .....  2769 
the  report  of  the  investigating  committee 
after  the  adjournment    -        .        •        .  2770 


Edwards,  Ninian — continued.  Page, 

the  testimony  and  documents  accompany- 


ing the  report 

the  testimony  of  James  L.  Anthony  . 

of  John  8.  Barbour    .  -  • 
of  Thomas  H.  Benton 

of  Abraham  Bradley  .  .  • 
of  Overton  Carr 

of  Langdon  Cheves    .  .  . 

of  Daniel  P.  Cook      .  .  . 

of  Asbury  Dickina      .  .  . 

of  Thomas  Dungan    .  .  . 

of  Jeremiah  Eiklns     .  .  . 

of  David  English        .  .  . 

of  James  Floyd  .         -  -  . 

of  John  Forsyth  .  .  . 

of  William  B.  Hodgson 

of  Asa  E.  Hough        .  .  . 
of  Jonathan  Jennings 

of  Edward  Jones         -  .  . 

of  Alexander  Kerr       .  .  . 


2773 
•  iSOi 
-  2835 
-2836 
-940 


'  2S44 

-  28» 

-  2793 
-27« 

-  27» 

-  2945 

-  87*5 

-  STf! 
-  2824,28% 

-  2SU 

-  tm 

-  27*3 

-  V9e 

'2847 
.  2779 

-  283: 

.  27% 
.  2TM 

-  2842 

27«7 


of  Adelaide  Lindsley  - 

of  John  Mason  -        .         . 

of  8.  M.  McKean 

of  James  McKenna    • 

of  Jacob  Morgan 

of  Jeremiah  Nelson    - 

of  R.  Newell      - 

of  Augustine  Newton 

of  James  Noble- 

of  Eliza  Queen  .         .         - 

of  Henry  W.  Queen  • 

of  William  Rhodes     - 

of  Thomas  F.  Riddick 

of  J.  O.  Rives    ... 

of  James  Sanderson    - 

of  William  W.  Beaton 

of  Richard  Smith 

of  Thomas  Swan 

of  George  Sweeny 

of  Jonah  Thompson  -         - 

of  Peter  O.  Washington     -         -  1793,  2;S4 

of  C.  H.  W.  Wharton        -         .        -  2S35 
sUtemenU  W,  X,  Y,  Z,    -         .         .        -  S79s 
the  eiamination  of  Mr.  Edwards  3807,  t8H,  ^24 
a  list  of  the  departure  and  arriral  of  the 
mails    between    Washington    and  Ed- 
wardsville      ...         .         .       .  SS40 

a  letter  from  W.  H.  Crawford  to  fiichard 
M.  Johnson  ......  tSlS 

a  list  of  notes  enclosed  in  a  letter  from  W. 
H.  Crawford tS47 

a  copy  of  letters  from  W.  H.  Crawford, 
found  on  the  files  of  the  Receiver '«  Office 
at  Ed  wardsville    .         -         -2347,384^.2851 

a  copy  of  other  letters  from  the  same 

a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Benjamin  Siftepheo- 
son  to  W.  H.  Crawford 

sUtement  No.  I.  of  the  Bank  of  Sleu- 
benville         ...... 

statement  No.  3.  from  the  Bank  of  Tom- 
bigbee-        -        .    -    . 

extract  of  a  letter  from  George  F.  8tvollMr 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury     - 

copy  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Sloo  to  the 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 

to  the  committee  -        .        . 
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copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Edwards  to  the 

Secretary  of  War 2868 

letter  from  Nathaniel  Frye  to  the  Secretary 

of  War 2868 

lettter  from  Mr.  Edwarda  to  the  Paymaster 

General 2869 

copy  of  a  list  of  drafts  drawn  by  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  Bank  of  Missouri        >        -  2869 
replication  of,  to  Mr.  Crawford*B  communi- 
cation to  the  committee  ...  2861 
communications  of,  to  the  chairman  of  the 
committee     -        -         -  2886, 2906, 2916 
Edwards,  Weldon   N.,  of  North  Carolina,  at* 

tended  -        -        -    »    -        -        -        -    794 
Edwardsville,  a  bill  to  define  the  boundary  Una   . 
of,   and   Springfield,  reported   and  read 

twice 1460 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1471 

the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  defining 
the  boundary  line  between,  and  Sangamo    986 
Elections,  the  Committee  of,  appointed    •         •    798 
said  committee  instructed  if  any  of  the  mem- 
bers were  not  at  the  time  of  elections  in- 
habitants of  the  State  where  elected        -  1662 
report  made      ......  1733 

(See  Contested  Electiont.) 
Ellis,  William  Cos,  of  PennsyWania,  attended     793 
Engineer  Corps,  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs instracted  to  inquire  into  the  organi- 
zation, Ac,  of  the  ....     890 

English  Torn.    (See  Louteiana.) 

Engroased   Bills,  a  resolution  to  postpone  all, 

until  the  next  session     ...        -  2766  < 
Esclava,  Don  Miguel,  Mr.  Owen  presented  the 
petition  of  Thomas  F.  Townley  in  behalf 
of  himself  and  other  heirs  of,  referred      -    867 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported 

and  read 1126 

considered         --..-.  2494 
postponed  ..-.••  2496 

read  tha  third  time,  and  pasaed  .        •        -  2642 
Evans,  Edward,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .        .        •        .        •  2606 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2610 
Execution,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expedieney  of 
altering  the  act  concerning  write  of        -  1894 


2711 

2610 

2648 


Fanning,  John  B.,  a  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  Edward 
Barnard,  administrator  of,  reported  and 

read  twice 2606 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •        -  2608 
Farrelly,  Patrick,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     «    79.'l 
remarks  of,  on  sending  an  agent  to  Greece  1166 
Farrow,  Nimrod  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and 

Richard  Harris 2699 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  2700 

reported    -        -. 27  •'J 

considered,  and  laid  on  the  table        -        -  2760 
Findlay,  John,  of  Penns^yWania,  attended  •    793 

Finances,  annual  report  in  full  on  the  state  of 

the 919 

Firman,  Joseph,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  relief 

of,  reported  and  read  twice  -  •  -  2'i94 
offdered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2606 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2607 


•    798 


808 

1100 
264« 


811 

614 

1319 


Page; 
Fisher,  George,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      -----  1757 
bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  •         -  2600 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2604 
amendments  referred  ....  2696 
reported  and  agreed  to       -        -        •         -  2698 

Fisher,  Herman,  a, bill  for  the  relief  of^  reported 

and  read  twice 2606 

Fitch,  Pelatiah,  the  Secretary  of  State  requested 
to  report  at  next  session  upon  the  claim 
of-^- 

Pive  Sisters,  a  bill  to  authorize  a  register  for  the 
schooner,  reported  and  read  twice  • 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Florida,  a  letter  from  Samuel  R.  Overton  and 
Joseph  M.  White,  commissioners  on  lands 
in  West,  asking  extension  of  time,  read 
and  laid  on  the  table      ... 

the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
a  tract  of  land  to,  for  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment     ...... 

a  bill  providing  a  grant  of  land  for  that  pur- 
pose, reported  and  read  twice 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  McLane  submitted  a  resolution  respect< 
ing  the  correspondence  with  Spain  in  re- 
lation to  the  Florida  Treaty   • 

agreed  to  ..... 

a  message  in  reply  laid  oir  the  table* 

the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend^ 
ing  the  time  for  the  settlement  of  private 

■    land  claims  in,  East  and  West 

a  bill  for  the  settlement  of  private  land 
claims  in,  reported  and  read  twice  • 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  . 

amendmente  received        ... 

referred    --•--. 

report  made      ..... 

concurred  in     .        -        -        -        - 

the  Committee  on  Commerce  instructed  to 
inquire  concerning  the  oxdosion  of  for- 
eign and  the  protection  of  American 
wreckers  on  the  coast  of        -        - 

n  bill  concerning  wrecks  on  the  coast  oi^ 
reported  and  read  twice 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  for  opening  certain  public  roads  in, 
reported  and  read  ... 

eonsidered        -        -        -        .        - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  copy  of  certain  acta  of  the  Legislature  of, 
referred         -.--•. 

a  letter  from  William  P.  Duvall,  Governor 
of,  with  copies  of  certain  acta  o(  laid  on 
the  table        -        -        -        -        •        - 

a  bill  granting  donations  of  land  to  certain 
actual  settlers  in,  reported  and  read  twice  1319 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2631 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        •  2648 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Territorial  government  in,  reported 
and  read  twice 1702 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2665 

amended  .        •        -        -        -        •        •  2669 
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Florida — continued.  Page. 

bill  read  the  third  tima,  and  passed  -        -  2676 
amendments  received        ....  2699 

concurred  in     - 2700 

Mr.  Call  presented  a  petition  from  the  in- 
habitants of  East,  in  relation  to  a  right 
claimed   by  Indians   to  certain  negroes, 

referred 1756 

the  committee  discharged,  and  the  petition 

referred  to  the  8ecreUrj  of  War    -        -  1792 
Mr.  Rankin  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  in  regard  to  the  compen- 
sation of  the  commissioners  to  examine 
land  titles  in         ..... 

agreed  to  - 

a  message  in  reply  laid  on  the  table 
a  message  transmitting  certain  documents 
from  Alexander  Hamilton  in  relation  to 
lands  in  East,  referred    .... 

a  report  made  --.... 

Floyd,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended    ... 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      - 
remarks  of,  on  the  case  of  Ninian  Edwards  2451,* 

2476 

on  a  motion  to  exclude  him  from  serving 

on  the  committee  in  the  above  case        -  2459 

Foote,  Charles  A.,  of  New  York,  attended        -     793 

Foot,  Samuel  A.,  of  Connecticut,  attended       -    793 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals    ......  1463 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill    -        -        -  1493 
speech  of,  on  the  same      ....  2296 

Forbes,  John.     {See  McAllUter,  John.) 
Foreign  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed  -    799 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
•    lates  to,  referred  to  the  above  committee.    799 

Foreigners,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
prohibiting  by  law  the  employment  of, 
-  in  the  public  offices        ... 
Forman,  Robert  8.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    .        -        ^        . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Forrest,  Joseph,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  referred    .        .        .        - 
reported  without  amendments   .        -        . 
Forsj^th,  John,  of  Georgia,  attended 

a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Elections  in 

relation  to 1733 

remarks  of,  on  the  address  of  Ninian  Ed- 
wards ....         3454,  2472,  2476 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  (or  adjourn- 
ment     2660, 2663 

the  testimony  of,  in  the  case  of  Ninian  Ed- 
wards -        - 2803 

Fortifications,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 

certain,  reported,  and  read  twice    -        -  1291 

debated 2465,  2460 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2463 

read  the  third  timo 2466 

passed 2469 

a  message  and  report  in  reply  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  last  session  in  relation  to  the 
number  &c.  of  the,  laid  on  the  table      -  1739 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
a  detailed  report  at  the  next  session  re- 
specting       --.--.  2495 

laid  on  the  table        .....  2500 
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Fortifications— continaed.  Vmt. 

resolution  considered ;  again  laid  on  tible .  3593 
Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  caUio^ 
for  a  detailed  report  at  the  nextsemonji 
relation  to  the  contemplated  •       -     •  SS47 

adopted 5351 

Fort  Griswold,  the  committee  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  complctiDg  Ui? 
Fort  St  Philip.     (See  Hood.) 
Fort  Washington,  the  committee  instmeted  to 

inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eoliipof  S4II 
a  report  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  addi- 
tional ground  for,  laid  on  the  table       •  S6M 

Fountain,  Garrett,  an  adverse  report  made  oa 

the  petition  of       -         .... 

rejected,  and  the  committee  instnieted  to 

bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
a  bill  reported,  and  read    -        .       .      • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Forward,  Walter,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  - 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -       •  1677, 17(3 
Franking  Privilege,  Mr.  Brent  submitted  a  res- 
olution respecting  the  eztensioB  of  the, 
adopted         -        -         -        .       -      • 

French  Spoliations,  Mr.  Hemphill  submitted  a 
resolution  calling  for  information  in  re* 
lation  to        -        -        .... 

message  in  reply,  laid  on  the  Cable    - 
referred    ------. 

Mr.  Hemphill  presented  the  menoiial  of 
sundry  Insurance  Companies  of  Fhilt* 
delphia  respecting  .... 

Mr.  Crowninshield  presented  a  similar  we 

from  Massachusetts        .        .       .      • 

Mr.  McKim  presented  one  from  Bahimoie 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  one  from  Alexaodrii, 

referred         -        -         .... 

Mr.   Burleigh  presented  one  from  KelB^ 
bunk,  referred        -        .        .       •      • 
a  report  made  -        -         -        .       •  1906^S)9l 
Mr.  Longfellow  submitted  a  resolution  csli- 

ing  for  the  correspondence  on  tbesobfeetof  SUl 
agreed  to  -        -        -        -        .       .       '" 

message  in  reply      .... 

a  report  on  the  subject  of,  in  full 
considered         ..... 

agreed  to  .'••-• 

Friends,  Mr.  Long  presented  the  menorii!  tf 

the  Society  of,  in  New  Garden,  Nortk 

Carolina,  in   relation  to  slavery  in  the 

'District  of  Columbia*  referred       •      ' 

the  committee  discharged  and  the  memoiiel 

laid  on  the  table   -         .        .       .      • 

Frontier  Defence,  the  Committee  on  Militaiy  AP 

fairs  directed  to  report  at  the  next  seisisa 

a  plan  foi^      -        -        -        -       -      ' 

Frost,  Joel,  of  New  York,  attended  -       -      ' 

Fuller,  Timothy,  of  Massachusetts,  atteadcd   - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mi«< 

Perry    ..---•- 

on  the  resolution  for  sending  an  Ageot  to 

Greece  -        -        -      .  -        -      •      • 

on  the  Tariff  bill 

speech  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  contested 

election         -.-.-• 

remarks  of,  on  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards  - 

the  cofrection  of  an  error  in  a  r^rtofhii 

remarks,  (note)      .        -        .       -      • 
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FuttoD,  Robert,  Mr.  Van  Rentselaer  ^recented 
the  petition  of  Charles  A.  Dale  in  behalf 
of  the  heiri  of,  referred  -        -        -        -  1766 
Fry  and  Spalding,  a  memorial  and  doeaments  in 

relation  to,  referred  ...  -  1429 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported 

and  read  twice  -----  2192 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2504 
read  tho  third  time,  and  pasted  "        •  '     •  2506 

G. 

Oaillard,  John,  a  message  from  the  Senate  in- 
ibrming  the  House  of  the  election  of,  as 
President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate       -  2682 
Gamble,  John  M.,  Mr.  Holcombe  presented  tho    • 
memorial  of,  praying  an  allowance  of  cer- 
tain prize  money,  referred      ...  1954 
Gamett,  Robert  8.,  of  Virginia,  attended  -        -    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -        -  1513, 1615 
speech  of,  on  the  same       •        -        -  1682,2082 
Garrison,  Daniel,  of  New  Jersey,  attended 
Gatlin,  Alfred  M.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  - 
Gautrais,  Don  Harpin  de  la,  Senate  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of^  read  twice  and  re« 
forred   ------- 

Gazlay,  James  W.,  of  Ohio,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  New  York  contested  elec- 
tion     -        -        -        -        - 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surreys  of  roads 
and  canals    •----• 

*'  General  Jackson,"  a  report  on  the  petition  of 

Francis  O.  Macy  and  others,  with  a  bill 

for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  ship,  read 

twice    -        -        .        -        -        -        - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        .        -        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        - 

tjleneral  Land  Office,  Mr.  Rankin  submitted  a 

resolution  in  relation  to  additional  clerks 

for  the  - 

considered  and  laid  on  the  table        - 

a  communication  from  the  Commissioner  of 

the,  asking  an  additional  number  of  clerks, 

referred 

Senate  bill  to  authorize  the  employment  of 
assistants  in  tho    •        -        -        -        - 
read  and  referred       .        .        .        -        - 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        - 
•General  Post  Office.     (See  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment.) 
Georgia,  a  Message  enclosing  a  document  relat- 
ing to  the  compact  between  the  United 
States  and,  referred  to  a  select  committee 
a  report  made  in  full         -        - .      - 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Mr.  Cobb  presented  a  memorial  reapecting 
the  extinguishment  of  the  Creek  title  to 
lands  in,  referred  -     %  -        -        -        - 
a  bill  for  the  extinguishment  of  said  title 
reported  and  read  twice  -        -        -        - 
Mr.  Forsyth  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
State  of,  in  relation  to  the  boundary  line 
between  said  State  and  Alabama,  referred 
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2212 


Oeorgia  Militia  Claims,  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Georgia  in  relation  to,  referred  -    802 
adverse  report  made  -        -        -        -        -  1232 
a  motion  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  payment 
of,  objected  to 1470 


Page. 
Giffin,  David,  and  Samuel  Hoag,  a  bill  for  the 

relief  of,  reported  and  read  twice    •        .     958 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        -        -  2488 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2491 

Gist,  Joseph,  of  South  Carolina,  attended         -     791 

Gold,  SiWer,  dec,  Senate  bill  to  regulate  the 

transportstion  of,  and  for  other  purposes  1765 
read  twice,  and  referred  •  -  -  -  1769 
reported  without  amendment    ...  2334 

Goldsmith,  Morris,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and 
Anthony  Roderick,  reported  and  read 
twice    -        -        w        ,        -        .        .  1873 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2504 
read  the  third  time,  and  psssed  -        -  2506 

Golleher,  John,  the  Committee  of  Claims  in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  compensa- 
tion for  certain  losses  ....  14$  j 
Goods,  Wares,  dec,  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  alt  imported,  to 
be  secured  in  warehouses  ^tfaout  payment    832 

Goven,  Andrew  R.,  of  South  Carolina,  attended    797 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill    -        -        -  1678 
speech  of,  on  the  same      ....  2318 
Goto,  George  R.  R.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  Re- 
ported and  read  twice    ....    986 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ,        .        .  2489 
read  the  third  dme,  and  passed  ...  2491 
Government,  a  bill  making  partial  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of,  reported  and 
read  twice     -----.  lOOO 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1001 
amendments  received  and  concurred  in      -  1043 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of,  for  the  year  1824,  reported  and  read 

twice 1163 

debated     -     1762,  1763,  176C,  1770, 1777,  1790 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1791 

amendments  received        ....  1914 

debated 1945,  1954 

agreement  to  some,  and  disagreement  to 

others 1958 

Grace,  William,  the  committee  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  compensat- 
ing for  certain  losses      -        -        -        -  1461 
Gracie,   Archibald,  the  Speaker  presented  the 

memorial  of,  laid  on  the  table         -        -    829 
Gratiot,  Colonel  Charles,  Mr.  Scott  presented  the 

petition  of 886 

referred 887 

Gray,  William  F.,  postmaster  at  Fredericks- 
burg, the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  instructed  to  inquire  con- 
cerning additional  compensation  for       •  1371 

Greece,  Mr.  Webster  submitted  a  resolution  for 

fending  an  Agent  to      •        -        -        -    806 

laid  on  the  Uble 806 

considered         -'    1084,  1104,  1127,  1145,  1165, 

1181,  1204 
Mr.  Williams  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  certain  information  in  relation  to 

theGf«eks 843 

modified  and  ag^ed  to      •        -        •        •    847 
a  message  and  documents  in  reply,  laid  on 

the  table 914 

Mr.  6 reck  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  commerce  with 
Asia  Minor,  £gypt»  and         .        -        .    849 
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Greece — continaed.  Page, 

resolution  coneidered        -        -        -        -    670 
amended  and  agreed  to-        -        -        -917 
report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table        •        -  1063 
Mr.  Morgan  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
citizens  of  New  York  in  relation  to,  laid 

on  the  table 889 

a  resolution  from  South  Carolioa  respect- 
ing  the  independence  of,  laid  on   the 

Ubie 916 

Mr.  Webster  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  citizens  of  Boston  prajing  aid  to, 

laid  on  the  table 931 

a  similar  one  from  Wasliington  City  -  1083 

Gregory,  Francis  H^  Senate  bill  for  rewarding 

the  officers  and  crew  under  -  -  .  1203 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  -1215 
reported  without  amendment  .  .  -  1322 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  •  .  -  2507 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2609 

Qaichot,  Matoris,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed and  rend'  twice  ....  2494 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2505 
read  the  third*time,  and  passed  ...  2607 
Garley,  Henry  H.,  of  Louisiana,  attended        >    842 
remarks  o^  on  a  bill  for  opening  certain 
roads  in  Florida    ....     927,  928 

on  the  Tarifif  bill 1546 

Gwynn,  Charles,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice  and  referred  -  •  -  .  i960 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  .  2026 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2510 

H. 

Hall,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o(  reported 

and  read  twice 1739 

Hall,  Thomas  H.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  797 
remarlis  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  contested 

election 1853 

Hamilton,  Alexander,  sundry  documents  from, 
in  relation  to  land  titles  in  Florida,  re- 
ferred     2648 

the  committee  discharged  ....  2681 

again  referred  ......  2698 

report  made      ......  2760 

Hamilton,  James,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  -  794 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mis. 

Perry 965 

remarks  of,  on  the  same  .  •  .  .  982 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill    -        •  1484,  1499, 

1614,  1518,  1640,  1749 
speech  of,  on  the  same  -  -  •  -  2177 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Tod's  speech  on 

the  Tariff 2232 

remarks  of,  on  the  adjournment         -        -  265^ 

Harper's  Ferry,  Mr.  Mercer  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  a  bridge  across  the  She- 
nandoah near,  agreed  to         -        -        -  1873 
Harlin,  George,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....  1602 
Mr.  Moore  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
information  respecting  an  error  in  the  lo- 
cation of  land  reserved  to      -        -        -  2430 

agreed  to 2458 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  re|^y  2494 
Harris,  Richard.    (See  Farrow ,  Nimrod*) 
Harris,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended         -     793 
Harvey,  Matthew,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended    793 
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Hawkins,  Mary  H.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,ie. 
ported  and  read  twice    • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Hayden,  Moses,  of  New  York,  attcDdcd 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill    - 
Hayward,  William,  of  Maryland,  atCeaded 
Heard,  Stephen.    (See  Donneiton,  John.) 
Heaton,  Orange,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti* 

tion  of,  and  Josiah  Hubbard,  concurred  in  8)t 

Hemphill,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  •  793 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  making  a  road 

from  Memphis  to  Little  Rock 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  ofroadi 
and  canals  -  -  .... 
Hendersoi),  Major,  Mr.  Forsyth  presented  th« 
petition  of,  praying  compensation  for 
losses  In  the  Seminole  war,  referred 

Henley,  Arthur  H.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        -       -      •  1099 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       •      -      •  S499 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •       -      •  240 

Henry,  Robert  P.,  of  Kentucky,  attended  •      •  79( 
remarks  of,  on  the  employment  of  tnop 

on  the  Florida  roads      -        ...  931 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mn. 

Perry 9?l 

remarks  of;  on  ^e  Tariff  bill     -      -     - 1» 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  improring  the  nav- 

igation  of  the  Ohio  and  Missiisippi  riven  S5A 

remarks  on  the  same         -        •       •     -tSS 

Herkimer,  John,  of  New  York»  attended  -     •  W 

Herrick,  Ebenezer,  of  Maine,  attended     -     •  ^ 

Hewes,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  tU 

relief  of 234^ 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        -       .     •  SSS 
reported  without  amendment    -       -     -  ti% 

Hill,  Colonel  Rees,  the  Committee  of  Clains  a- 

structed  respecting  compensation  to     - 1^ 
Hinds,  Thomaa,S.    {See  Sjfmmu,  John  Cha.) 
Hines,  Henry,  the  Committee  on  RevolniioBai; 
Pensions  instructed  to  place  the  name  ^ 

on  the  roll 

Hoag,  Samuel.     (See  G(fin,  David.) 
Hobart,  Aaron,  of  Massachusetts,  attended     • 
Hobart,  Peter  H.,  Senate  bill  for  the  rebfaf 
Lewis  Judson  and»  read  twice,  and  n- 
ferred    -        -        -        -       .      .     -  IJW 
a  report  made  -        -        -        -       .     •  W^ 
the  bill  read  the  third  time,  and  laid  on  the 

UbIe -^ 

Hogan,  John  B.,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  for  the 

relief  of,  reported  and  read  twice  -  -  ^^] 
considered  ....  1870, 1»1* 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -  '  ^'^^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -     '  ^^ 
Hogeboom,  James  L^  pf  New  York,  atteadcJ  T.^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -        I^^'  ^^^ 
on  the  appropriation  bill    -        .      .      •  l?^' 

Holcombe,  George,  of  New  York,  attended     •  ^^ 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals     -        -        -       "      '      "  i«i 
speech  of»  on  the  Tariff  bill       -       -      '  ^' 
Holiday,  John,  Mr.  Sandford  submitted  arssolQ* 

tion  calling  for  information  ooncersiflS  ^^ 

the  claim  of  -        -        -       '      '     '  tl 

laid  on  the  Uble        -        -       -      -      -  i«^* 
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ioliday,  John — continued.  Page* 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read 

-  1503 

-  2498 
•  2500 

-  986 

-  1126 
.  2605 

-  2602 

-  2603 

-  794 


twice 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Hook,  Josiaht  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 
report  made      -        -        -        . 
the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading 
considered         .... 
passed      ..... 
Hooks,  Charles,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     - 
Houssaye,  Louis  de  la,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the 

petition  of  the  heirs  of,  referred      -        -    803 
Honston,  Samuel,  of  Tennssnee,  attended        -    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  sending  an 
agent  to  Greece     -        -        -        -        -  1160 
Howland,  John  H.,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  2622 
read  twice,  and  referred     •        -        .        .  2630 
reported  without  amendment     ...  2666 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  2713 
Hubbard,  Josiah.     (See  Heatont  Orange*) 
Huff,  Aaron,  Mr.  Wickliffe  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  heirs  of,  read  and  dis- 
agreed to 2288 

Huffman,  Benjamin,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        -        -        .    876 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -     917 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     932 

Hull,  Oliver,  and  others,  cultivators  of  the  castor 
bean,  Mr.  Condict  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    - 889 

Humphrey,  Charlesi,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        -        -        -  1163 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2496 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        •  2500 
Hydrometer,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  adoption  of 
a  new,  to  prove  liquors,  reported  and  read 
twice 1896 

I. 

Iberville  River,  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs instructed  to  inquire  into  ihe  expe- 
diency of  removing  an   obstruction  in 
the,  placed  there  during  the  late  war       -  1788 
a  report  made  ......  2490 

Illinois,  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the 

district  court  in,  reported  and  read  twice  1856 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1870 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  better 
defining  the  boundaries  of  Edwardsville 
and  Sangamo  in    -        -        -        -         -     986 

the  Committee  instructed  to  inquire  what 
provision  is  necessary  to  enable  claimants 
to  lands  in,  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
claims  --..-..  1065 
Illinois  Grant.     (See  Indiana,) 
Importations  by  Natives  and  Aliens,  Mr.  Trim- 
ble submitted  a  resolution  calling  for  a  re- 
port at  the  next  session  in  relation  to      -  2682 
agreed  to  ------        -  2698 

Imprisonment  for  Debt,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  laws  so  as  to 

abolish 806 

Senate  bill  to  abolish         ....  2288 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  2295 
reported  without  amendment     •        •        -  2317 
Index,  the  Clerk  directed  to  prepare  an,  to  cer- 

tain  volumes  of  printed  documents         -    837 


Index — continued.  Page, 

a  resolution  to  allow  compensation  for  pre* 

paring  the  said      .....  2551 
the  Clerk  directed  to  prepare  an,  to  the 
latest  edition  of  the  Laws        ...  2622 
Indiana,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
a  further  extinguishment  of  Indian  title 
to  lands  in    -        -        -        .        -        .    802 
a  petition  of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting 

the  United  States  courts,  referred  -        -    804 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 

to  make  inquiries  respecting  unsold  lands    827 
the  same  committee  instructed  to  inquire  re- 
specting the  '<  Illinois  Grant  "in    -        -  1686 
Mr.  Test  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of,  respecting  relief  to  purchasers 

of  lands,  referred 1618 

the  committee  discharged  ....  1808 
Mr.  Prince  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of,  in  relation  to  the  taxation  of 

lands  in,  referred 1619 

.  Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  resolution  adopted 
by,  approbatory  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  respecting  foreign  relations*  laid 

on  the  table 1619 

(See  Canais.) 
Indianapolis.     (See  Land  Offices.) 
Indian  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed     •     799 
Indian  Department,  a  report  from  the  Second 
Auditor  respecting  disbursements  in  ihs^ 
referred  ......  igi9 

In4ians,  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as 
relates  to  the,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  A&irs  -        -        .        .        .    8<|o 

the  committee  instructed  respeetmg  three 
agencies  west  of  the  Mississippi 

a  bill  to  establish  two  agencies,  reported  and 
read  twice      -    .   - 

debated    ---.-.. 

recommitted      ---... 

reported  with  amendments        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
with  a  list  of  licenses  granted  to  traders 
with  the        ...... 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act  for  tin 
civilization  of  the  frontier      ... 

a  report  made,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  . 

the  committee  instructed  respecting  the  por^ 
chase  of  lands  by  the  President  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Indians 

Mr.  Van  fi  uren  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Board  of  Missions  respecting  the  civilisa- 
tion of  the,  referred        .... 

a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  with  a  statement  h>{  expenditures 
for  the  civilization  of  the,  laid  on  the  table 

the  committee  directed  to  make  inquiries 
respecting  the  execution  of  the  act  to  abol- 
ish trading-houses  with  the    .        •        - 

a  report  made  and  laid  on  the  table  - 

Senate  bill  to  enable  the  President  to  hold 
treaties  with  the    .        *        -        .        . 

read  twice,  and  referred    .        .        -        . 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        •        . 
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Jndmns — continued.  Page. 

a  biil  making  appropriaUona  lo  carry  into 

effect  certain  treaties  with  the,  reported 

and  read  twice        -        -    .     -        -        -  2694 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       •        .        -  2695 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased        -        -  2696 

vgham,  Samuel  D.,  of  Pennsylvanio,  attended     793 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  1614,  1695,  1698,  1743 

1747 
Ingraham,  Henry,  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs instructed  to  report  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  1894 

nvalid  Pensioners.    (See  Pemioners*) 
Iron,  memorials  praying  additional  duty  on,  pre- 
sented and  referred        -        •        -  931,  1083 
Isacks,  Jacob  C,  of  Tennessee,  attended  •    794 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill    -        -        -  21.35 

J. 

Jackson,  Archibald,  the  committee  to  put,  again 

on  the  pension  list         ....     goo 
Jackson  Courthouse.    (See  Pre-emption.    See 

also  St,  Helma.) 
Jackson,  Peter  L.,  Mr.  Cobb  presented  the  peti-   * 

tion  of,  referred 866 

James,  Mary,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and 

read  twice     -        -        -        -        -        -    932 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2481 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        -  24'87 

Jenkins,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....    867 

recommitted 908 

a  report  made  recommending  the  indefinite 
poatponement  of  the  bill,  laid  on  the  table  1100 
Jenkins,  Lemuel,  of  New  York,  attended         -    793 
Jenks,  Stephen,  and  Sons,  a  bill  for  the  relief 

of,  reported  and  read  twice    ...  3586 

Jennings,  Jonathan,  of  Indiana,  attended  •        -    707 

the  teetimony  of,  in  case  of  Ninian  Edwarda  2804 

Jonethan,  Francis,  of  Kentucky,  attended        -    794 

Johnson,  James,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice  and  referred  ...  1620 

reported  without  amendments  -  -  -  1661 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2508 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  •        •  2508 

Johnson,  John  T.,  of  Kentucky,  attended  -    794 

apeech  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  contested 

electioa -  1819 

Johnaon,  Joaeph,  of  Virginia,  attended    -        -    794 
Jonea,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed and  read  twice  .....  1503 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        .2498 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -  2500 

Jottrnala  of  Congrees,  Senate  joint  resolution 

for  tike  purehaae  of  certain  copiea  of  the  2631 
read  twice,  and  referred  ...  -  2632 
reported  with  amendments  ...  2660 
read  the.  third  time,  and  pasaed  -        •  2665 

Judgea*    (See  District  JtUlges,) 
Judiciary,  the  Committee  on  the,  appointed       .     798 
Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  to  extend 

the  circuit  court  of  Alabama  -        -     805 

amended  soes  to  include  all  the  States  where 

no  circuits  are  now  held,  and  agreed  to  .  810 
the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  dOth  section 
of  the  act  to  amend  the  -  -  -  891 
Mr.  Wickliffe  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  repeal  of  the  25th  section  of  the 
act  to  establish  judicial  courts        -        -    915 


Judiciary— continued.  P|||, 

reaelutkOB  agreed  to  -      -     -  m 

a  report  that  the  repeal  is  not  eipedicsi, 

laid  on  the  table  -  ....  jt^i 
a  bill  better  to  provide  for  taking  eTideaa 
in  the  United  States  Courts  reported  vti 
read  twice  -  -  -  .  .  .  ij^^ 
the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  tlie 
expediency  of  designating  jurors  to  ime 
in  United  States  Courts,  in  confonaitj 
to  the  mode  adopted  in  the  State  coorti  1^9 

the  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  suDdry 
lawyers  in  Kentucky,  prayings  reorjanl- 
'  zation  of  the,  referred    .        -       -      •  ifilf 

a  bill  further  to  amend  the,  reported  •      •  i:o; 

read  twice        -        -        -       •       -      -  nu! 

considered *61T 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  per  diem 
allowance  to  jurors        -        •       -      •  1S63 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing accommodations  ior  the  United  Stit£s 
courts  in  the  several  States    -       -      •  Htt 

Judeon,  Lewis.     (See  Hobartt  Peter  H.) 

Jurors.     (See  Judiciary.) 

K. 

Kelly,  Hanson,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  oi^reid 
twice  and  referred         .        .       .      ■ 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Kendall,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed and  read  twice  .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  end  paased 

Kennebunk.    (See  French  Spoiiatiom.) 
Kennon,   Beverly,  Lieutenant,  Mr.  Alezinder 
submitted  a  resolution   calling  for  pro- 
ceedings of  a  court-martial  on  -  ^" 

agreed  to -248C 

a  message  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table      •  ^ 

Kent,  Joseph,  of  Maryland,  attended 

Kentucky,  the  Committee  on  the  Jadicitiyic* 

structod  to  inquire  respecting  a  jadidil 

district  in      -        -        -        -       -     • 

a  bill  to  divide  the  district  of,  into  twojait- 

cial  districts,  reported  and  read  twice   - 

Mr.  Letcher  presented  a  remonstrance  oC 

against  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Caan 

in  relation  to  the  Occupying  Claiotot 

Laws    -----•• 

considered         ....       2514.  SSliJ 

Senate  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  dii- 

trict  court  of,  read  twice  and  referred  •  H^ 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  •  1'^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .-1793 
Senate  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  tbecoarti 

in  Ohio  and,  read  twice  and  referred    -  •''; 
reported  without  amendment     •       *      '  -^'' 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed       -      *  ^ 
Mr.  Moore  preaented  a  petition  from  the 
trustees  of  an  institution  for  the  deaf  aod  ^ 
dumb  in,  prayins;  aid,  referred       •      •  *^^ 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  said  institution,  re 
ported  and  read  twice     .        .       •      < 
the  report  in  full        .        .        -       • 

Kidder,  David,  of  Maine,  attended    • 
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King,  Benjamin,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice  -  -  .  .  .  3471 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  3505 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2606 

King,  Wiiliam,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reporti^d 

.and  read  twice 1319 

Kingry,  Joseph,   the   Committee  on  Pensions 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  placing,  on  the  pension  list        -        -  2344 
Kremer,  George,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    -    793 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry 984 

on  the  Appropriation  bill  -        1781,  1783,   1896 
on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards    -        -  2473 
Kreymborg  dc  Hagedom,  quill  manufacturers, 
Mr.  Breck  presented  the  petition  of,  re- 
ferred     931 

L. 

Laducier,  Jean  Baptiste.  (See  Myoite,  Jacques.) 
Lafayette,  Mr.  Mitchell  submitted  a  joint  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  (be  intended  visit  of, 

laid  on  the  Uble 988 

referred    -•-....  i004 
reported  with  amendments        ...  noi 
ordered  to  the  ttiird  reading      -        .        -  1104 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -   1 127 
amendmenu  reeeited        -        .       •        .  1233 
concurred  in     -        -        ...        .  1263 
Lake  Erie,  Mr.  Whittlesey  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  survey  of  the  south 
shore  of,  laid  on  the  table       ...  3595 
Lambert,  William.     (See  CapUoL) 
Land  Claims,  Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution 
for  appointing  a  committee  on  French, 
British,  and  Spanish      ....    847 
laid  on  the  ubie        -        .        -        .        .    848 
Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  to  appoint 

a  commissioner  to  adjifst  «  -  .  873 
amended  ---•»...  874 
debated     -.•*...     882 

laid  on  the  table 886 

Mr.  Scott  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 

records  of,  &c 987 

agreed  to--.....  looi 

r«pJy 1322 

Land  Offices,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the   act 
for  the  correction  of  errors  in  entries  at, 
reported  and  read  -        .        .        .        .    829 

considered        --....     839 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...    842 
recommitted      -«....    844 

reported  with  amendments        ...    876 
considered         ......  2464 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  248U 
amendments  received  and  concurred  in      -  2712 
Mr.  Rankin  submitteil  a  resolution  calling 
for  a  list  of  defaulters  in  the  .        -        -    833 

agreed  to 837 

the  committee  instructed  respecting  the  es- 
tablishment of  one,  near  the  proposed 
canal  to  connect  Lake  Michigan  with  the 
Illinois  river  -  -  -  -  .  '  .  1324 
the  committee  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  one,  at  Indian- 
apolis            .        .  1470 

Mr«  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  register  of  the 
office  in  Louisiana  ....  1399 

agreed  to-         -«.         .        .        .        .  1429 


Land  Offices — continued. 

a  bill  to  establish  additional,  in  Missouri, 
reported  and  read  twice         -        .        J 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        . 

Mr.  Kankin  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  at  the  next  session  in  re- 
lation to  the  number  of  -        .        .        . 

agreed  to 

Lands,  Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  a  statement  of  the  amount,  Ac.,  of  the 
two  per  cent,  and  three  per  cent,  funds 
out  of  sales  of,  in  Western  and  Southern 
States 

agreed  to-        - 

three  sUtements  in  leply,  laid  on  the  table  • 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of,  conveyed  to 
the  United  States  in  certain  cases,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        -        *        . 

laid  on  the  table        -        .        .        .        . 

recommitted     -        .        ... 

reported  without  amendment    -        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        - 

Mf.  Stewart  submitted  a  resolution  to  appro- 
priate the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of,  to  in- 
ternal improvement        .        .        .        . 

Mr.  Strong  submitted  a  similar  resolution, 
laid  on  the  table    •        -        .        •        . 

a  bill  authorizing  the  repayment  of,  errone- 
ously sold  by  the  United  States,  reported 
and  read  twice       -        -        .        .        . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      .        -        - 

postponed  until  the  next  session 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  actual  settlers  on, 
further  time  for  payment 

Mr.  Sand  ford  submitted  a  resolution  respect 
ing  certain  benefits  to  actual  settlers,  ne- 
gatived ----... 

Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  privilege  of  settlers  to  gather  their 
crops,  agreed  to     -        -        .        .        • 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  a  resolution  in  relation 
to  laying  and  collecting  taxes  on,  read 
twice  and  laid  on  the  table  -  .  . 
(See  Real  Esiaie.'-Q^e  Pre-emption.) 
Langley,  Hezekiah,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
and  Benjamin  M.  Belt  - 

read  twice,  and  referred    .... 

a  report  made  -...-. 

recommitted      ...... 

reported  without  amendment     -        - 

read  the  third  time    ..... 

passed      

Lathrop,  Samuel,  of  Massachusetts,  attended    - 
Law,  Thomas.    (See  Currency.) 
Lawrence,  Julia,  the  petition  of,  referred  - 

reported  with  a  bill  extending  pensions  to 
widows  and  orphans      .... 

(See  Pennons.) 
Lawrence,  Samuel,  of  New  York,  attended 
Le  Courtois,  Anthony,  Mr.  Poinsett  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  .... 

Lee,  Henry,  a  report  on  the  petition  of,  recom- 
mitted ....... 

Lee,  John,  of  Maryland,  attended      ... 
Lcftwich,  Jabcz,  of  Virginia,  attended 
Lenox,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  Wm.  M ait- 
land,  G.  B.  Aheel,  Gulian  Ludlow,  and 
Hector  Scott,  reported  and  read  twice    - 
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Page. 
Le  Sieor,  Firman,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  heirs  of 1203 

read  and  referred  •  -  -  -  -1215 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  .  2171 
*  ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2609 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  -  2510 
Letcher,  Robert  P.,  of  Kentucky,  attended  •  794 
remarks  of«  on  the  Tariff  bill  -  -  -1671 
speech  of,  on  the  occupying  claimant  laws 

of  Kentucky 2514 

Levy,  Moses  Elias,  documents  relating  to  the 

claim  of,  referred   -----  2586 
Lewis, .Curtis,  Mr.  Muore  presented   the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -----    889 
Lewis,  Edward  W.,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  on  the  petition  of,  read  and  laid 

on  theUble 814 

Lewis,  Edwin.     (See  T<Ut,  Charles,) 
Library,  Mr.  Taylor  introduced  a  joint  resolu* 
tion  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee on  the,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 

the  third  reading 825 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  ap- 
pointing said  committee        -        .        -    825 
agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed      -    828 
a. bill  making  appropriations   for  the,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     -        -        .        -  1627 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        .        •  2605 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        -  2696 
Lighthouses,  Beacons,  &c.,  the  Committee^  on 
Commerce  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a  beacon  light  near  Cepe'Henlopen     815 
the  committee  instructed    to   inquire   re- 
specting a  lighthouse  near  Brandy  wine 
shoal     ..--.-.    815 
Mr.  Gktiin  presented  a  petition  from  Eden- 
ton,  North   Carolina,  praying  that  the 
floating  light  near  Shell   Castle  be  re- 
moved to  Mine-foot  Shoa),  referred        -    829 
Mr.  Livingston  submitted   sundry  resolu- 
tions calling  for  information  in  relation  to 
lights  on   the  Bahama  Islands  and  the 

coast  of  Florida 849 

agreed  to 870 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck  presented  a  petition  from 
New  York  praying  the  erection  of  a  light 
on  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  referred  -  1202 
the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  a  light  on  the  south  shore 
of  Lake  Erie  -        -        •        -        •  1323 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a  buoy  at  the  mouth  of  Scuppernong 
river,  and  a  floating  light  on  Pamptioo 

Sound 1767 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a  light  on  Shell  Island      -         -        -  1770 
Mr.   Tomlinson  presented   the  petition  of 
certain  owners  of  vessels  praying  buoys  en 
reef  of  rocks  in  Long  Island  Sound,  called 
ihe  "  Hen  and  Chickens"  referred  -        -  1787 
the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a  light  on  Poole's  Island  -        -        -  1954 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  building       certain, 
reported  and  read  twice  ...  241fi 

considered 2617 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  -  .  2630 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  2631 
amendments  received  ....  2759 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole    -  2760 


Lightner,  Henry,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....  j$j^ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -      •  iSOO 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -      -  2504 
Lincoln,  Benjamin,  and  others.  Senate  bill  fac 

the  relief  of,  read  twice  and  referred      -  IflfiH 
reported  without  amendment     -         -       •  317 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .         -        .  SQ| 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  ftll 

Lincoln,  Enoch,  of  Maine,  attended  -        -IK 

Litchfield,  Elisha,  of  New  York,  attended        -    m 
Little,  Peter,  of  Maryland,  attended  -       -710 

Livermore,  Arthur,  of  New  York,  altended       -    7^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  rsUef  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins    •        -        •        -     6S2,fiS4 
on  the  bill  extending  pensions  to  widows 
and  orphans  ------    680 

on  the  Tariff  bill       -        -        -  1743,1867 

on  the  resolution  for  adjournment      -        -  2)98 
Livingston,  Edward,  of  New  York,  atteikded    -    §6 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  tespeetiog  cer- 
tain lighthouses     -        .        .         -        -    SCt 
on  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the  visit  of 
Lafayette      -        -        -        -         -        -  1101 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  fer  the  surveys  of 

roads  and  eaaals    -        -        •         .        .  1490 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     1590,  16€S,  16«& 

1609,  1671.  IST: 
remarks  of,  on  recoosideriiig  the  vote  fer 
adjournment  .....  £§79 

Locke,  John,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  -       -    793 
Long,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  attended         -   794 
Long  Island  Sound.  *  (See  LighthauMeM.) 
Longfellow,  Stephen,  of  Maine,  attended  -       -   90€ 
Louderman,  Catharine,  a  bill  for  t^  relkf  «£, 

reported  and  read  twice  ...  1479 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  UST 
Tead  the  third  time,  and  passed  .       •  S5M 

Loughrey,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  ai,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -         -         .        .  SaflS 
Louisiana,  Mr.  Brent  submitted  two  rsaolstkias 
calling  for  information  re^Mcting  land 
claims  in-        -        -        -        --8CS 

amended  and  agreed  to     -         -        -       -    813 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Brent  sundry  resolntioBs 

respeettng  land  daims  in,  referred         -    Mt 
a  report  made  ...         ...    S|S5 

Mr.  Gurley  submitted  a  veeolation  esoccm- 
ing  pre-emption  to  certain  actus!  isStiat 
in,  agreed  to  .....    912 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the  petition  of  saadfy 
inhabitants  of,  praying  an  aJteratioa  ^ 
the  present  mode  of  surveying  lands,  and 
asking   pre-emption  to  certain   settlers, 
referred         ....         -        -  i0S4 

the  Committee  pn  Public  Lands  instraded 
respecting  the  law  limiting  the  time  lor 
suits  for  recovery  of  lands  in,  under 
French,  British,  and  Spanish  titles  •  120C 
the  above  committee  instructed  lo  inquire 
respecting  the  confirmation  of  land  daiou 

in* 14fl 

a  bill  conferring  certain  claims  to  lands  in 
the  western  district  o^  reported  and  read 
twice    -------  175 

Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  calliag4br 
the  report  of  the  Register  of  the  land  of- 
fice in---         -         ...  23SJ 

agreed  to  --..--  142* 
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Louisiana — continaed.  Page. 

the  report  received  and  referred         -        -  1739 
a  bill  ■upplementary  to  provide  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  titles  to  lands  between  the 
Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers  in,  reported 
and  read  twice      .....  1807 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  9708 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -  2709 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  salary  of  the  United  States  Au 
turney  for  the  western  district  of    -        -  1676 
Senate  bill  to  authorize  the  Register  of  the 
land  office  in  the  western  district  of,  to 
report  upon  certain  land  claims,  read  and 
referred  ......  1758 

reported  without  amendment    ...  1765 
Senate  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  Frencbi 
British,  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands  in,  to 
try  the  validity  of  their  claims,  read  and 

referred 1758 

reported  with  amendments        ...  2317 
a  bill  to  regulate  the  practice  of  the  United 

States  Courts  in,  reported  and  road  twice  2629 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2699 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2700 

Senate  bill  for  the  sale  of  a  warehouse  near 
English  Turn,  and  for  the  erection  of  a 
dwelling-house  at  Balize  in    -        -        -  23.96 
read  twice,  and  referred    ....  2431 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        .  2463 
Louisville.     (See  CanaU.) 
liUcas^s  Universal  Atlas,  a  letter  from  William 
H.  Jones  accompanied  with  a  specimen 
of,  read  and  laid  on  the  table  -        -    814 

referred 843 

Ludlow,  Gulian.     (See  LenoXf  James.) 
Ludlow*s  and  Roberta'  Line.    ^See  Ohio*) 

M. 

Maohias,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  a  district  court  in  the  town  of    -        «  1660 
Macy,  Francis  G.     (See  General  Jackson.) 
Mail,  Mr.  Livermore  submitted  a  resolution  for 
the  transportation  of  the,  in  day  time, 
only,  unless  by  water,  agreed  to    •        -     801 
the  committee  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act  respect- 
ing the  transportation  of  letters,  dtc,  in 
conveyances  not  employed  for  the  •        •    836 
M.r.  Herrick  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  the  extension 
of  post  routes,  amount  of  posUge,  dtc.   -    849 

adopted 870 

a  statement  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table  -  2681 
part  of  the  above  resolution  rescinded  -  2711 
the  committee  instructed  to  provide  further 

measures  for  punishing  the  robbery  of  the     877 
the  committee  instructed  to  inqtliire  concern- 
ing a  shorter  and  better  route  than  that 
from  Staunton  to  Washington        -        -     939 
(See  Post  Office,) 
Maison  Rouge,  Marquis  de,  all  the  documents 

in  relerence  to  the  claim  of  the,  referred  1127 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of,  reported, 

and  read  twice  .....  1567 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2695 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2696 

Maitland,  William.     (See  Lenox,  James.) 


Page. 
793 


Mallary,  Rollio  C,  of  Vermont,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  calling  for  in- 
formation respecting  Spain  and  the  South 
American  Oolonies    •     .        .         .         •    879 . 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads 
and  eanala    -        -        -        -        -        -  1058 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -        -1488,1693 
speech  of,  on  the  same      ....  1712 

remarks  of,  on  adjournment      ...  2599 
Maloy,  Bartholomew,  the    Committee  on  Pen- 
sions directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi-    % 
ency  of  placing,  on  the  pension  list        -    832 

Mangum,  Willie  P.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended    794 
remarks  of,  on  adjournment       -         -  2654,  2659 

Manning,  Jeremiah,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported, and  read  twice  ....     836 
ofdered  to  the  third  reading       ....    850 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •    875 

Manufactures,  the  Committee  on,  appointed      -     798 
Manumission  Society,  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Blair 

presented  the  memorial  of  the,  referred  -     931 
the  committee  discharged,  and  the  memo- 
rial laid  on  the  table      ....  1064 
Maps,  Charts,  dbc,  an  order  to  ftirnish  the  Com- 
mittee   on   the    Chesapeake   and    Ohio 
Canal  with    -        -        -        .-        •    «    -    939 

Hareschall,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed, and  read  twice        ....  1203 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2496 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2500 

Marine  Corps,  Mr.  Whittlesey  submitted  a  res- 
olution calling  for  information  respecting 
the  number  of  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  in  the        .... 
a  report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table     - 
Mr.  Whittlesey  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  amount  paid  to  the  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  of  the         .... 
read  and  agreed  to   • 
a  report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table     - 

Markley,  Philip  S.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  - 
Marshals,  Clerks,  and  Attorneys,  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of,  in 
certain  cases,  reported,  and  read  twice    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      *        -        -. 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
amendments  read  and  referred  -        .        - 
reported,  and  agreed  to     -        -        -        - 
(See  Bublic  Money.) 

Martindale,  Henry  C,  of  New  York,  attended 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     1625,  1657, 


2288 
2344 


2288 
2294 
2344 

797 


speech  of,  on  the  same      .... 
Marvin,  Dudley,  of  New  York,  attended  - 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     1527,  1555, 

Maryland,  an  adverse  report  made  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  levy  court  of  Calvert  county,  in 
recommitted     --..-- 
another  adverse  report  made     .        -        - 
concurred  in     -----        - 

Mr.  Mitchell  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of,  praying  the  erection  of 
certain  bridges,  referred  ...  1953 
Mr.  Plumer  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
members  of  the  bar  in,  praying  an  alter- 
ation in  the  times  of  holding  the  court  for 
the  fourth  circuit,  referred      ...  2586 


867 

894 

895 

1665 

1680 

793 
1741 
1746 
1629 

793 
1694 

827 
844 
847 
913 
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a  bill  for  altering  the  times  for  holding  said 

court;  reported,  and  read  twice       -        -  2595 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .        -  2602 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •>        .        .  2669 
Massachusetts,  certain  documents  relating  to  the 
claim  of,  for  miUtia  services.  Jaid  on  the 

table 1623 

referred 2334 

report  in  full    ------  2511 

a  bill  to  authoriae  the  seitlement  of  said 
claims  reported      -        -        -        -        -  2511 

Matlack,  James,  of  New  Jersey,  attended  •    793 

MatsoD,  Aaron,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended    -     793 
May  hew,  Thaddeus,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

the  relief  of 2345 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  .  -  -  2396 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2464 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2510 

McAllister,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 
benefit  of  the  heirs  of,  and  John  Forbes 
read  twice,  and  referred  -        -  ,     -  1905 

an  adverse  report  made      -        -        -        -1913 
McArthur,  Duncan,  of  Ohio,  attended      -        -     794 
remarks  of,  on  the  Appropriation  bill  •  1780 

McCoy,  William,  of  Virginia,  attended    -        -    794 
McCullogh,  Hugh,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed, and  read  twice         ...        -  1567 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        >        -  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2503 
McDuffie,  George,  of  South  Carolina,  attended     794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry 975 

speech  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 

Constitution 1<^67 

on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads  and  canals  13T1 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  biU     -  1482,  1495, 

1552,  1556,  1677 
speech  of,  on  the  same       .        -        -        .  2400 
McKean,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    -    793 
McKee,  John,  of  Alabama,  attended         -        -    794 
McKim,  Isaac,  of  Maryland,  attended       -        -    793 
McLane,  Louis,  of  Delaware,  attended      -        -    793 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins    -        -        -        -        -    819 
on  the  bill  to  purchase  certain  stock  -        -  1048 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey sjof  roads 

and  canals  .---.-  1217 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  1.589,1697,  1748, 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  appropri- 
ation bill  -  -  -  1916,1947,1951 
on  the  address  of  Ninian  Edwards  -  -  2474 
on  the  bill  to  provide  stock  for  the  Florida 
treaty  awards         ...  2552, 2554 

McLean,  William,  of  Ohio,  attended        -        -     794 
McNair,  Alexander,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred  ...  2607 

reported  with  amendment .        .         -         -  2665 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  -        -        -  2696 
Measurer,  a  bill  to  abolish  the  office  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 1163 

Mebane,  John  B.,a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  ex- 
ecutors of,  reported  and  read  twice        -     953 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2036 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2100 

a  bill  authorizing  the  executors  of,  to  collect 

certain  arrears,  reported  and  read  twice  -  2507 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2508 


Part, 
Members,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  resolctiag 
to  lessen  the  per  diem  allowance  of  the. 

laid  on  the  Uble 1^5 

refusal  to  consider  said  resolution       -      •  3S99 
Memphis.    (See  Road. 

Mercer,  Charles  F.,  of  Virginia,  attended         •  ^H 
remarks  of^  on  the  bill  for  the  surrevs  <& 

roads  and  canals    .        .        -         .       -  r^'i 
on  the  Tariff  bill        -        -         -         -  1557.15i^ 

on  the  Appropriation  bill  -         -        .  IT^ 

on  the  adjournment  -         -         -2o97,26^ 

on  a  report  in  relation  to  a  sale  of  lou  in 
the  City  of  Washington         -         -  2613, 2S;4 
Merchandise,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  a  statement  of  duties  on 
imported  and  drawback  on  exported,  laid 
on  the  table  ------  I3l! 

Messengers,  an  order  to  pay  an  additional  sum 

to  each  of  the        .        -         -        -        -  251^ 

the  Doorkeeper  authorized  to  employ  one  of 
the,  during  the  recess    ....  S69< 

Metcalfe,  Thomas,  of  Kentucky,  attended         -    ^i* 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  the  Su- 
preme Court 2655 

Mexican  Provinces,  Mr.  Scott  submitted  a  reso- 
lution calling  for  information  respecting 

trade  with  the tKl 

agreed  to --  26y- 

a  message  transmitting  a  communication 
in  reply,  laid  on  the  table       .         -        -  ST53 
*'  Miami  Purchase,"  Mr.  Gazlay  submitted  a  res- 
olution calling  for  information  respectinf 

the 5'5 

agreed  to ^'* 

report  (aid  on  the  Uble       -         -         -       -  ITdi 
Miami  River.     (See  Canal.) 
Michael,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  oC 

reported  and  read  twice  -         -        .  IK-O 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Michigan,  Mr.  Richardson  submitted  a  reeolu- 
tion  to  establish  a  district  court,  laid  oa 
the  table 1«S3 

Michilimackinac,  the  Committee  discharged  irea 

the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of       -  2  2^ 

Midshipmen,  the  Committee  on  Naval  A&iis 
instructed  to  inquire  concerning  profiaoo 
for  the  instruction  of     -         -        -       -    9S7 

MilhoUend,  John,  the  Committee  of  Claims  ia- 
stracted  to  inquire  concerning  oonpen- 
aation  to,  for  certain  losses     -        -        -  146*. 

Military  Academy,  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  associating  a    naral  adiooi 

with  the ^' 

Mr.  Livingston  submitted  a  resolution  for 
the  increase  of  che»  laid  on  the  tatile      -    877 

Military  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed  -    "si 
so  much  of  the  President's  Menage  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  the  above  committee    T>.« 

Militery  Establishment,  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
taiy  of  War  with  a  statement  of  the  con- 
tingent expenses  for  the,  laid  on  the 
teble H« 

Military  Land  Warranto,  a  bill  to  allow  forther 

lime  to  locate,  reported  and  read  twice  -  1" -^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  ^"^ 

Military  Roads.     (See  Roads:) 
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Military  Service^  a  bill  making  appropriations 

for  the,  reported  and  read  twice    -        -  1163 
considered         ....  2682,  2694 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2695 
read  ihe  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2696 

amendments  received         ....  2759 

concurred  in     -----        -  2760 

a  bill  making  farther  appropriation  for  the, 
reported  and  read  twice         ...  1203 

debated 1591,  1616 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  1618 
I  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1620 

a  statement  of  appropriations  and  expendi- 
,  tures  for  the,  referred     ....  1322 

a  bill  further  to  amend  the  act  for  compen- 
sation for  property  lost  whilst  in  the,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    ....  2152 
Militia,  a  bill  concerning  the  distribution  of  arms 

to  the,  reported  and  read  twice        -        -  1763 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
ducing the  term  of  service  of  the,  -        -  1470 
Miller,  Daniel  H.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    -     Oil 
Miller,  James,     {^ee  Arkansas.} 
Mims,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of, 

reported  and  read  twice  ...  958 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2488 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2491 
amendments  received  ....  2622 
concurred  in -  2629 

Minifie,  Charles,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  concurred  in       -        -        -        -     957 

Mint,  a  communication  from  the  Director  of  the, 
giving  assays  of  certain  foreign  coin,  read 
and  referred  ......  1084 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  statements  showing  the  expenses  of 
the  laid  on  the  table      -        -        -        -  2682 

Mississippi,  a  bill  changing  the  mode  of  survey- 
ing lands  on  any  river,  bayou,  or  water- 
course in,  and  Arkansas,  reported  and 

read  twice -  1807 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2479 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2480 
(  amendments  received  and  concurred  in       -2712 

=  Mississippi  Land  Company,  Mr.  Tyson  present- 
ed tho  memorial  of  James  L,  Belt,  and 
others,  of  the,  referred    -        .        -        . 
Mississippi  and  Sabine  rivers,  the  Committee  on 
I  Commerce  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 

I  pediency  of  providing  for  the  survey  of 

the  coast  along  tho        -        -        - 
(See  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers.} 
Missouri,  a  bill  to  enable  claimants  to  lands  in, 
and  Arkansas,  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
claims,  reported  and  read  twice 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
amendments  received        .... 

concurred  in    -----        - 

Senate  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  per- 
fect locations  and  sales  of  lands  in,  read 
twice  and  referred  .... 

adverse  report  made  -        -        -        .        . 

Senate  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims 

in,  and  Arkansas,  derived  from  French 

and  Spanish  titles  .... 

read  twice,  and  referred    .        -        -        - 
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Missouri — continued.  Page, 

bill  reported  with  amendmenta  -        -  1857 

laid  on  the  table 2712 

Senate  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 

district  court  in  -  -  -  -  -  2346 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  2396 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2457 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  ...  2465 
Senate  bill  supplementary  for  settling  land 

claims  in 2396 

read  twice,  and  referred  .  -  .  .  2431 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2505 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2765 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2766 

Senate  bill  to  extinguish  Indian  claims  to 

lands  in  -  -  -  ...  -  2696 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  2697 
reported  with  amendments  -  -  -  2710 
Senate  bill  to  complete  the  survey  of  the 

southern  and  western  boundary  of  -  -  2699 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  2700 
reported  without  amendments  -  .  .  2710 
passed       ..--.-.  2769 

Mitchell,  Andrew,  Senate  bill  for  tho  telief  of  the 

heirs  of,  read  and  referred  ...  1759 
reported  without  amendment  ...  1769 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  25O8 
read  the  third  time,  and  laid  on  the  table  -  2509 

Mitchell,  George  E.,  of  Maryland,  attended        -  793 

Mitchell,  James  S.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -  793 

Mitchell,  James,  the  petition  of,  referred  -        -  807 

report  made,  with  a  bill  concerning  errors 

in  land  offices        .....  829 

(See  Land  Offices.) 

Mitchell,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 2396 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2505 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  -  .  2506 
amendments  read  and  referred  -  -  -  2712 
reported  and  concurred  in  ...  2758 

Mobile,  a  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  Dis- 
trict Court  at,  reported  and  read  twice  -    811 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    815 
amendments  received         ....  1233 
read  and  referred       .....  1263 
and  reported  with  an  agreement         -        -  1627 
the  Committee'  on  Commerce  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appointing 
a  naval  officer  and  surveyor  for  the  port  of  2288 
the  Committee  on  Military  ASxirn  instmet- 
ed  to  make  inquiries  respecting  the  work 
on  Dauphin  Island,  for  the  defence  of  the 
harbor  of,  and  into  the  propriety  of  coq- 
tiniiing  the,  on  Mobile  Point  -        -        -    813 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama 
on  the  subject  of  said    fortifications,  re- 
ferred    825 

Mr.  Owen   presented  the  petition  of  the 
Mayor  and   Aldermen   ol^  praying   the 
grant  of  certain  lots       ...        -    825 
a  bill  granting  certain  lots  to,  reported  and 

read  twice  -  -  -  .  -  -  958 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  -  •  2602 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  -  -  2606 
Senate  bill  explanatory  of  an  act  confirming 

claims  to  lots  in,  read  twice  and  referred  2491 
reported  without  amendments,  and  postpon- 
ed indefinitely        -        ...        -  2710 
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Moffat,  Nathaniel,  leave  giren,  to  withdrew  his 

papers . 

Moffitt,  John  8.,  a  bill  fur  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice  -  .  •  .  . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
amendments  received  -  .  .  . 
read  and  referred  ..... 
reported  and  agreed  to       -        -        .        . 

Monongehala  River,  the  Committee  on  the  Gam- 
berland  Road  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  a  bridge  over  the 
Monroe,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry iubabitanu  of,  laid  on  the  table 
Montgomery,  J.  M.  C,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
reported  and  read  twice  .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Monument  to  Washington,  Mr.  Buchanan  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  erect  a,  in  the  City 
of  Washington,  laid  on  the  table     - 
Moore,  Alfred,  Senate  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  and 
Sterling    Orgain,  assignees    for   Morris 

Lindsey 1766 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        .        .        .  1769 
referred  to  another  committee     -        .        -2212 
reported  without  amendments   ...  2258 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        -  2510 
Moore,  Gabriel,  of  Alabama,  attended       .        .     794 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     ...  1590 
Moore,  Thomas  P.,  of  Kentucky,  attended        .     794 
Moreau,  Celestin,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of   -  1203 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        .        .        •1216 
reported  without  amendment     --       -        -1460 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2507 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2508 
Morgan,  Jane.     (See  VenabU,  Sarah.)  ,■ 
Morgan,  John  J.,  of  New  York,  attended  -        -     842 
Morris,  Richard  G.,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  read  and  agreed  to   -        -        .  2480 
Myotte,  Jacques,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  Francois 
Charpentrie,  Jean  Baptiste  Laducier,  and 
reported  and  read  twice        ...  1769 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        •        .        .  2500 
postponed  indefinitely        ....  2507 

N. 
Napier,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of, 

Rapleye,  Petray,  and  Viel      -        -        .  1857 

read  twice         .--...  1370 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2508 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2508 
National  Armory.     (See  Armory^ 
Naturalization,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
instructed  to  inquire  respecting  the  alter- 
ation of  the  laws  respecting  -        •        -     812 

Mr.  Cassedy  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry aliens  of  New  Jersey,  praying  the  re- 
vision of  the  laws  of      -        -        -        .  1083 

Mr.  Morgan  presented  a  petition  of  aliens 
in  New  York,  respecting        .        -        .  1428 

Mr.  Livingston  presented  the  petition  of 
aliens  in  Louisiana,  praying  a  revision  of 
the  laws  respecting,  referred  ...  1528 

Mr.  Cuthbert,  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Georgia,  praying  re« 
vision  of  the  laws  of,  referred         -        .1619 


•2696 
•269? 


Naturalization — continued. 

the  committee  discharged  from  said  pediiaa  IK? 
bill  from  the  Senate  respecting  an  ani^rio 

rule  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendment     - 
passed      ...... 

Naval  Affairs,  the  Committee  00,  appointsd   • 
Naval  Establishment,  so  much  of  the  Prendeni't 

Message  as  relates  to  organization  of  the. 

and  suppression  of  piracy,  referred  •  % 
a  bill  to  organize  and  fix  the,  reported  ud 

read  twice     -        -        .       .      .      .  [9g( 

Naval  Peace  Establishment,  Mr.  Faller  mbnii- 

ted  a  resolution  requesting  the  Praidat 

to  communicate  a  plan  for  the,  Uid  oa 

the  table        -        >        .       .      .     .  gf 

agreed  to  -         -         -        -       •      .  336 

a  Message  in  reply,  transmittuigaplattlintiie  Mul 

referred isji 

Navarre,  Due  de,  the  Speaker  presented  1  dobo- 
rial  of,  representiag  himself  as  heir  to  die 
French  throne,  laid  on  the  table   -     •  ttS^ 

Navy,  Mr.  Mercer,  presented  a  resolution  calling 

for  a  list  of  the  ofiicers  of  the       •     •  §3i 

agreed  to S3: 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  in  leplj  i:4; 
the  committee  on  Naval  Affain  instrotifd 
to  inquire  concerning  a  change  io  (be 
mode  of  compensating  of&cer«of  the    -  ll^i 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the,  reported 

and  read  twice IH^' 

debated  -  -  -  -  -  lal3.iS7S 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  •  l^^ 
the  third  reading  suspended  oa  aecoQit  of 

an  error  in  the  engrossment  -  •  M 
passed  -  -  -  -  .  -  -  l9Di 
amendments  received  •  •  •  •  30St 
referred    -        -        -        .       -      .     .  IW 

reported   - •  J15I 

debated «i33 

a  partial  agreement 21^ 

a  conference  requested  and  the  cooDittee 

appointed  -  .  -  .  .  •  S3IJ 
their  report  laid  on  the  table  -  •  -  ^iM 
concurred  in  •  -  -  .  .  *2II» 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  with  astausai 

of  contracts  for  the,  laid  on  the  tibie    •  1^' 
a  letter  from  the  same  with  a  stateae&toi 
expenditures  and  appropriations  lor  the, 
laid  on  the  table     -        -        .      ■     -  Uf 

Mr.  Whittlesey  submitted  a  resdatioB  cell- 
ing for  a  statement  of  the  money  ipestitf 
timber  for  the        -        •       -      *     '  ^^ 

agreed  to  -        -        -        .       .      .     •  ISJi 

a  message  with  a  report  in  reply,  bid  sa 
the  table ■  l^" 

the  committee  instrdcted  to  inquire  xm^' 
ing  the  expenditure  of  two  hundred  tad 
twenty  thousand  dollars  appropritled  last 
sesaion  for  the        -        .       .      >      •  t'^' 

the   committee  instructed  to  inqoire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  thatpcnoDs 
engaged  in  the,  be  exemplAd  horn  niiliiis 
duty,  except  in  certain  cases  - 
Navy  Agents.     (See  Prixt  Money.) 
Navy  Department,  the  Committee  00  e: 
tures  in  the,  appointed  • 
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Navy  Department — continued.  Page, 

the  annual  report  of  the  names  and  salaries 

of  clerks  in  the,  laid  on  the  table     - 
the  committee  instructed  to  report  specially 
touching  contingent  expenses  in  the 
Nuvy  Hospitals,  Mr.  Tomlinson  submitted  a  re- 
solution calling  for  information  respect- 
ing  the  sums  received  and  expended  for  -  1065 
agreed  to  -------  1100 

a  report  in  reply,  read  and  referred    •        -  1774 

the  export  in  full 1774 

the  committee  instructed  respecting  the  re- 
peal of  the  act  concerning 
Senate  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  establish- 
ing, read  twice,  and  referred  -         -         - 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        - 

Navy  Pensions.     (See  Pensiofu.) 

Navy  Yard,  Mr.  Hamilton  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  a,  either  at  Beaufort  or 
Charleston,  laid  on  the  table 

Neale,  Raphael,  of  Maryland,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of 
roads  and  canals   -        -        -        .        . 
Nelson,  Jeremiah,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  - 
New  Bedford,  Mr.  Baylies  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  citizens  of,  respecting  the  sperma- 
ceti whale  fisheries,  referred  -        .        - 
the  memorial  ordered  to  be  printed     - 

New  Castle,  Mr.  McLane  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  inhabitants  of,  praying  better  secu- 
rity of  their  harbor        .... 
other  memorials  respecting  the  harbor  of, 
reierred 1788, 2430 

New  Hampshire,  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
faiis  instructed  to  inquire  respecting  the 
settlement  of  the  claims  of,  for  militia 
services  ------ 

New  Orleans,  the  Committee  directed  to  report 
concerning  a  more  direct  route  between, 
and  the  City  of  Washington 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  respecting  the  expediency  of 
vesting  in,  all  right  to  streets,  squares, 
Ac,  therein  -        -        -        •    .    - 

Newport,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Mer* 
chants*  Bank  of,  read  twice  and  referred 
an  adverse  report  made      .        -        .        • 
Newspapers,  the   Clerk  directed   to  supply  the 
members  with         -        -        -        -        - 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offiees,  dte.,  in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  the  trans- 
portation of,  dec.    •        •        •        •        - 

Newton,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  attended    - 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Brack's  resolution  eall- 
ing'for  information  respecting  commerce 
wilh  Greece  ------ 

New  Tork,  the  Committee  on   the  Judiciaiy 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  act  for  the  organisa 
tion  of  the  courts  in       •        -        • 

Nimmo,  William  P.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read    •        .        -        -        • 
ordered  to  the^  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  *ttme,  and  laid  on  the  table  - 
debated  and  passed  -        -         -        •        - 
Norris,  James,  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  Ac, 
instraeted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  a  certain  allowance  to  the  widow  of  - 
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North  Carolina,  the  Speaker  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of,  in  relation 
to  certain  land  claims    .         -         -        .   1732 
referred 1733 

O. 

■ 

0*Brien,  Jeremiah,  of  Maine,  attended      -        ■■  793 
Officers  of  Congress,  Senate  bill  to  revive  the 

act  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the           -  1429 

read  twice,  and  referred  •  -        .     •   -        .  1462 

reported  without  amendment     ...  1470 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1470 

Officers  of  Customs,  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  amending  the  act  respecting 
the  compensation  of,  &c.        .         -        .  1529 

Ogden,  Thomas  8.,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of,  reported  and  read  twice      -        -  1788 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        -  2504 

Ohio,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  al- 
tering the  times  of  holding   the  circuit 
and  district  courts  in-        -        -        -815 
Senate  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  courta 

in  Kentucky  and,  read  twice  and  referred  2172 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  2317 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -        -  2334 
Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  provision  necessary  to  secure  the 
three  per  cent,  from  the  sale  of  lands  in, 
to  said  State          •        -        .        •        .     916 
agreed  to,  and  referred      •        -        -        -     916 
Mr.    Wright  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  respecting  the  three  per  cent, 
fund  reserved  from  the  sale  of  lands,  re- 
ferred    1429 

the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  instructed 
.  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dividing, 

into  two  districts  -        -        -        -        nil  78 
Mr.  Sloane  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
.Legislature  of,  upon  the  subject  of  lands 
set  apart  for  schools  in  that  Slate,  referred  1763 
a  bill  to  sell  and  convey  certain  lands,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        -        -        -  2622 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2709 
postponed  until  next  session      •        .        -  2765 
a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of   granting  relief  to  pur- 
chasers of  lands  located  under  Virginia 
military  warrants  between  Ludlow's  and 

RoberU'  line  in 2172 

a  bill  reported  and  read  twice    -        .        -  2541 
Mr.  BartK>ur  presented  a  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of,  respecting  lands  located  be- 
tween those  lines,  laid  on  the  table        *  2551 

the  bill  considered 2576 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       •        .        •  2578 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2586 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  a  Message  from  the 
President  with  a  report  of  the  survey  of 
the,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals  -         -        -        -        -        -  1323 

referred  to  a  select  committee    •        -        -  1461 
a  detailed  report   made,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  to  assist  Ohio  and  Kentucky  to  open 
a  canal  around  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  river, 
read  twice     .        -        •        •        -         .  i^iO 
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Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers — continued.  Ptge. 

a  bill  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        .        .        .  1702 

the  report  in  full 1703 

the  bill  considered     ...  2558,  2578 

amended  by  adding  the  Missouri  river         •  2578 
laid  on  the  table        -        -        -        •        .  2584 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        -  2586 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  2596 
amendments,  received  and  agreed  to        -  2694 
Opelousas,  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
empowering  the  Register  at,  to  complete 
a  certain  report      -        •        .        .        .  1461 
the  committee  directed  to  authorise  the  pres- 
ent Register  at,  to  comjilete  all  the  busi- 
ness \ttX  unfinished  by  bis  predecessor    -  1503 
Ordnance  Department,  a  motion  to  refer  to  a  se- 
lect committee  a  message  received  last 
session  respecting  the,  debated  *      -        -     905 
referred    --.....     908 

Orgain,  Sterling.    (See  Aloore,  Alfred,) 
Orleans  Navigation  Company,  a  bill  disappro- 
ving in  part  an  act  incorporating  the,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    ....  2236 

Osage  Indians,  a  bill  to  provide  an  agent  for  the, 

reported  and  read  twice        ...  1099 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -        •        -.2171 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  2213 
Ottramare,  J.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  rend  twice      .....  1551 

considered         ......  2498 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  250U 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  2510 
amendments  received        ....  2631 

read  and  referred      .....  2632 

reported  and  disagreed  to  -        .        -        -  2665 
Overton,  Samuel  R.     (See  Wtst  Florida.) 
Owen,  George  W.,  of  Alabama,  attended  -        -    798 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -        1526,  1550, 

1586,  1060 
speech  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  contested 
election         -        .        -        .        .        .  1844 

P. 
Partridge's  Military  Academy,  Mr.  Back  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  respecting  the  issue 
of  ammunition  to  -        ....    977 

agreed  to,  and  referred      •        .        -  .     .    878 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  ammunition 

to,  reported  and  read  twice  ...  1734 
a  detailed  report  in  full     ....  1733 

a  memorial  from  Captain  Partridge,  read 
and  referred  -    .    -        -        -        -        .  1873 

Patent  Office,  Senate  bill  relative  to  the,  and  to 
the  salary  of  the   Superintendent,  read 
twice  and  referred  ....  2607 

reported  without  amendment    ...  2629 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        -  2695 
Patents  and  Patentees,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  instructed  to  inquire  concern- 
ing jurisdiction   in  cases  arising  under 
the  act  respecting  .....    808 

a  report  made   ......    832 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  cosu  in  certain 
cases    .......    809 

a  bill  for  that  purpose,  reported  and  read 
twice    .......    867 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        .        .    894 
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Patents  and  Patentees — continued, 
bill  read  the  third  time 
recommitted      .        >        .... 
reported  with  amendments 
again  recommitted    -        .... 
a  letter  from  the  SecreUry  of  Btate  with  t 
list  of  the  patentees  for  the  last  jcu, 

laid  on  the  table ^3 

Patterson,  John,  of  Ohio,  attended  •  -  •  14 
Patterson,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  tliendeti  TS 
Paulas,  Barbara,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      -        -       -      -     •  19^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  m 

**  Pea  Patch,"  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  rcsolation 
calling  for  information  respecting  nits 
for  recovery  of  the         -       -      •     •  13S 

adopted .-     - 1343 

a  message  in  reply  laid  on  the  table     •  Wik 
Pembina,  Mr.  Rankin  presented  a  petitioa  ef 
the  inhabitants  of,  referred    -      -     • 
the  committee  discharged        -      -     •  W* 
Pendergrass,  Thomas,  the  Committee  od  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims  instructed  to  iaqoire 
into  the  expediency  of  granting  booAty 
land  to  -        -        ....  9(3 

Pensacoia,  the  Committee  on  Military  Afbin 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedjeocj 
of  fortifying  the  harbor  of    -      -     • 

the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Cmali  in- 
stmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expedieDcj  of 
opening  a  road  from,  to  8t  Augoftioe  - 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices,  &t^  ia- 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expedieocjfif 
repealing  the  law  eaUbUshiog  a  poitnito 
from,  to  St.  Augustine  -  -  .  •  ^ 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiiira  intfrwlBd 

to  inquire  respecting  a  naval  depot  at   •  ^ 
abUl  to  allow  a  salary  to  the  Colleciorfli 
and  to  abolish  the  office  of  sarveyor,  r- 
ported  and  read  twice    -       .      •     •  11(3 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -      .     « SCK 
read  the  Uiird  time,  and  passed  -      .     •  2^ 
a  bill  granting  certain  lots  to  8u  AagiotiM 
and,  reported  and  read  twice  -      •     •  i^ 
Pennsylvania,  a  bill  to  alter  the  judicial  diitrieli 

of,  reported  March,  1822,  referred  •     •  S>^ 
a  bill  to  alter  the  judicial  distiieu  of.repKto/ 

and  read  twice       -        -       '      *    "  !? 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -      *         Jl 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      .     •  %«< 
the  Speaker  i^esented  a  resolatioD  of  |be 
Legislature  of,  approving  the  dedintiM 
of  the  President  in  favor  of  libertj  io  tbe 
Western  Hemisphere,  laid  on  tbe  table  -  ^^ 
Pensioners,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
transmitting  a  statement  of  the  nambetof 
Revolutionary,  laid  on  the  table    - 
Mr.  Randolph  presented  the  petition  of  a 
number  of,  assembled  at  Wuhingtoi,  re- 
ferred   -    •    -        .        -       - 
a  bill  Qoneerning  invalid,  considered 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed^ 
amendments  received  and  referred 
reported    ....       -  .„ 

considered        -        -        -        264«,86J1,2^ 
Mr.  Sibley  submitted  a  resolution  reipectiaf 
Revolationary,  read  and  rejected  >     * '' 
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Ptge. 
Pensions,  a  Committee  on,  and  Revolutionary 

Claims,  appointed  ....    ygg 

the  subject  of  Revolutionary,  referred  to  a 

select  committee 80G 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  as  to  the 
income  which  shall  disqualify  for  receiv- 
ing         887 

a  report  made 989 

the  committee  Instructed  to  inquire  repect- 

ing  an  alteration  of  the  time  for  payment  of  1664 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflfairs  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continu- 
ing, to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines     ....    807 

a  Mil  to  continue  said,  to  widows  and  or- 
phans, reported  and  read  twice       -        -     846 
debated     .......     880 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    883 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .     887 

amendments  received        -        .        .        .  1043 

read  and  referred 1066 

reported  and  concurred  in  ...  noo 

Mr.  Isacks  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the  extension  of,  to  widows,  ic, 
of  officers  and  privates  in  the  Army,  laid 
on  the  table  ......     988 

agreed  to-        •        .        .        .        .        .  1487 

Senate  bill  granting,  to  the  widows  and  or- 
pbansof  those  stain  in  private  armed  ves- 
sels, read  twice,  and  referred  -        .        .  ]504 
reported  with  amendments         ...  i960 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .  1962 
a  bill  concerning  the  allowance  of,  upon  the 
relinquishment  of  bounty  lands  reported 
and  read  twice       -        -        -        .        .  2430 
a  bill  to  revive  and  extend  cerUin,  reported 

and  read  twice 2606 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2617 
Perley,  Frederick,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  reported 

and  read  twice 1856 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2504 
Perry,  John,  the  committee  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  placing,  on  the 
pension  list  --....  1676 

Perry,  Oliver  H.,  Mr.  Hamilton  submitted  a 
resolution  respecting  a  pension  for  the 
mother  of     .....        .     802 

agreed  to 803 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Perry,  mother  of, 
reported,  and  read  ....     832 

considered        - 956 

recommitted     -        .        .   '     •        .        .     986 
Petersburg.     (See   Veeseie,) 

Pew,  William,  Mr.  Stewart  presented  the  peti* 

tion  of,  praying  a  penaion       ...     803 

Piatt,  John  H.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  admin- 
istrator of,  reported  and  read  twice        -    959 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2488 
read  the  third  time,  and  debated        -        .  2491 
pasised       .......  2493 

Pierpont,  John,  the  committee  instructed  to  place, 

on  the  pension  list         ....  18O8 

Piracy,  a  report  in  full  on  the  subject  of,  in  the 

West  Indies 2666 

Plumer,  George,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended      -    793 
Plume  r,  William,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended    7M 
18th  Con.  1st  Sess E 
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Poinsett,  Joel  R.,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  -    793 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  re- 
specting Greece     -        -        -        -        -919 
speech  of,  on  the  Greek  cause    -        -        -  1 104 
on  the  Tariff  bill 2237 

Point  Coupee,  a  bill  granting  a  tract  of  land  to 
the   inhabitants   of,   reported   and   read 

twice 1763 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2695 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2696 

Pollard,  Captain,  the  petition  oj^  Blue  Eyes  and 
Jim  Robinson,  Seneca  Indiana,  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole    ...  1042 
Porter,  Abner,  the  Committee  of  Pensions  in- 
structed to  provide  for  the  heicv  of  -        •    943 
Ports  of  Delivery,  a  bill   to  eaublish  Bowdoin- 
ham,  Troy  and  Fairport  as,  reported,  and 
read  twice     -         -        .  *      -        .         .  2576 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2694 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -  2699 

Port  of  Entry,  the  Committee  on  Commerce  in- 
atructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  Fernandina  as  a  -        -     987 

Post  Office  Department,  the  Committee  on  Ex- 
penditures in  the,  appointed  -        ...     799 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  aa  oon- 

ceros  the,  referred  ....    800 

Mr.  Oazlay  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing defalcations  in  the   ....    812 
modified,  and  agreed  to     -        -        -        -     816 
report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table        -   '     -  2212 
Mr.  Allen  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
■   certain  details  of  the,  £>r  the  last  three 

years ,       -     833 

agreed  to 887 

report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table        -        -  2681 
Mr.  Storrs  submitted  a  resolution  calling 

for  information  respecting  postage  -        -    811 
report  on  that  subject  laid  00  the  table       •  1676 
a  report  from  the  Postmaster  General  in  re- 
lation to  deputy  postmasters,  their  duties, 
dtc,  in  full    ......  1216 

referred    -        -        ...        .        .        •  i264 

a  bill  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  to 
establish  the,  reported,  and  read  twice    -  1429 

debated 2644, 2649 

laid  on  the  table        -        -        .        •        .  2662 
a  communication  from  the,  with  a  statement 
of  contracts  -..-..  2666 

Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  the  Committee  on, 

appointed      ......     798 

Mr.  Allen  submitted  a  reaolution  calling  for 
a  list  of  distributing  otBcea,  the  duties  re- 
quired therein,  &,c.        ....    831 

agreed  to  ......    833 

reply  received  .-----    876 

read  and  referred       -        -        -        -        -     876 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a  route  from  Eddyviiie  to  Paris, 
Tennessee    --....  |233 

committee  instructed  to  inquire  respecting 
a  route  from  St.  Albans  to  Berkshire, 
Vermont 1429 

the  committee  instructed  respecting  a  route 
from  Galliopolis  to  Burlington        -        .  1429 

committee  instructed  respecting  a  route 
from  Raleigh  to  Haywood  -        .  1430 
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Poit  Offices  and  Post  Roads — continaed,  Page, 

committee    instructed    respecting  a  route 

from  Preston  to  Smith  field,  Virginia       -  1462 
committee   instructed   respecting    a   route 
from  the  Creek  Agency  to  &e  seat  of 
government  in  Florida  ....  1664 
Mr.  Long  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 

information  respecting  post  routes  -        -  2457 
modified y  and  laid  on  the  table  •        -        -  3465 
a  bill  to  discontinue  certain  post  roads,  and 
to  establish  others,    reported   and  read 

twice 2152 

considered         -        -         2632,2648,2666,2676 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2677 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -  2682 
Postmaster  of  the  House,  a  resolution  respect- 
ing an  allowance  to  the  -        -        -        -2616 
an  order  to  allow  extra  compensation  to  the  2710 
Powell,  Alfred  H.     (See  Contut^d  Election.) 
Powell,    Dempsy,  the   Committee    of    Claims 
instructed   to   allow,   paymant  for    two 
guns 1529 

Pre-emption,  a  bill  granting,  to  certain  settlers 
in  St.  Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse, 
reported  and  read  twice          ...  io22 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  3605 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        .  2606 
Senate    bill   granting,   to  certain  quarter 
sections  of  land  in  Alabama,  read  and  re- 
ferred    1101 

reported  without  amendment     -        >        -  1 144 
a  bill  granting,  to  Arkansas,  reported  and 

read  twice 1343 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  3479 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2696 
a  bill  granting,  to  quarter  sections  of  land 
to  each  State  and  Territory,  reported  and 
read  twice     .---.-   1807 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2479 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •         -2480 
the  Committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  granting,  in  the  purchase 
of  land  in  certain  cases  •        ...    gi6 
a  report  in  full 2481 

Presbyterian  Churches,  Mr.  Hemphill  presented 
the  memorial  of  certain,  respecting  the 
civilization  of  the  Indians,  referred  -        -     835 
President  of  the  United  States,  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inform  the,  of  the  readiness  of 
the  House  to  receive  any  communication     796 
the  report  of  the  committee        ...     7<J7 
the  annual  Message  received  and  read        •     797 
a  bill  making  provision  for  a  private  secre- 
tary for  the,  reported  and  read  twice       -     876 

President  and  Vice  President,  Senate  bill  sup- 
plementary to  the   acts  relative  to  the 
election  of,  read  twice,  and  referred        -  2465 
reported  without  amendment     ...  2586 
President's  House.     (See  Public  Buildinga.) 
Presque  Isle,  Mr.  Farreily  presented  several  pe- 
titions r^pecting  obstructions  in  the  har- 
bor of,  referred 800 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  deepening 
the  channel  of,  and  for  repairing  Ply- 
mouth Beach,  reported  and  read  twice    -  2605 
considered         ..'....  2604 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2605 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2606 
Prince,  William,  of  Indiana;  attended       -        -    797 


Private  Land    Clauna,    a   committee  on,  ip. 

pointed tjj 

Private  Secretary.    (See  Presidenl  of  tkt  fu. 

ted  States.) 
Prize  Money,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  rcsolotsi 
calling  for  information  as  to  the  snwie 
of,  refunded  to  Government  by  the  agesu  S!>9 

agreed  to 534 

a  message  with  a  report  in  reply,  laid « 
the  table        -        -        ....*(% 
Provident  Association  of  Clerks,  a  bill  tmeDdi. 
to ry  to  the  act  to  incorporate  the,  itport- 
ed  and  read  twice  -        -       -      •     •  16i5 
Public  Accounts.     (See  Accounts,) 
Public  Buildings,  the  committee  on  expcoditerei 

in  the,  appointed    .        *       -      •     -  T)i 
a  bill  making   appropriations  for  the,  tt- 

ported  and  read  twice    ....  M^^ 
a  report  on  the  expenditure  of  monejippn- 

priated  for  the,  laid  on  the  table    •     -  23!' 
Mr.  Conner  submitted  a  resolntioa  calling 
for  information  respecting  the  dishnne 
ment  of  a  sum  of  money  appropriated  for 
supplying   the    President's   Honie  and, 

with  water,  Ac. «•' 

agreed  to  531' 

a  report  in  reply        -        •       .      .     • !«« 

Public  Debt,  so  much  of  the  Precideat'a  Met- 
aage  as  relates  to  the  revenue  and,  lefcr- 
red  -  .  •  -  .  .  .  sC', 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean  in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  that  poitiia 
of  the,  which  will  be  reimbursable  Jtio* 
ary,  1825 §3: 

Public  Expenditures,   the   Committee  00,  a^ 

pointed '^ 

Public  Lands,  the  Committee  on,  appoiotel   -  >•' 

(See  Lands,) 
Public  Money,  Senate   bill   to  proriJe  for  the 

better  security  of l?^" 

read  twice,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendment    • 
Public  Officers,  Senate  bill  to  i»ecure  the  actocn 
tability  uf,  read  twice  and  referred  • 
reported  with  amendmeni         -      •     *  '^-^ 

Purchasers  of  Public  Lands,  the  Commiuw^^ 
Public  Lands  instructed  to  iofuire  rr* 
specting  the  continuance  of  liie  act  ^ 

the  relief  of 

a  report  made   -         -        -       •      '     '  ^. 

recommitted '^^ 

a  bill  for  the  extinguishment  of  debt  due  bj 

the,  reported  and  read  twice  -      .     •  l^'^ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Senate  bill  explanatory  of  said  ad,  ivad  ^ 
twice  and  relierred  -       •      *     "  ^ 

reporte<l  without  amendment    •  *  ^, 

ordered  to  the  third  reading^     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paMcd 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  iheTreasuTT   . 

showing  the  amount  due  by 
a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Lanu 
Otiice  respecting  the  construction  p^f^ 
to  the  act  for  the  relief  of,  referred       *  ^^ 
Senate  bill  for  the  collection  of  debt  doe  tj 

read  twice  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    • 
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Quartermasters,  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
faira  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  an  additional  number  of  -        -    809 

Quorum,  the  presence  of  a       -        -        -        -     794 
notification  of  the  presence  of  a,  in  the  Sen- 
ate         796 

R. 

Randolpbi  John,  of  Virginia,  attended       -        -     797 
remarks  of,  on  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry 982 

on    Mr.    Webster's    resolution  respecting 

Greece Ill,  1114 

speech  of,  on  the  same       ....  ii81 
speech  of,  on  the  surveys  of  rouds  and  csnals  1296 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill       1480,  2315,  2330 
speech  of,  on  the  same       ....  2357 
appendix  to  said  speech     •        .        -        .  2379 
remarks  of,  on  adjournment       ...  1874 
on  the  address  of  Ninian  Edwards       2472,  2475 
Rankin,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  remarks  of,  on 
Mr.  Cook's  resolution  respecting  the  ad- 
justment of  land  claims  -      875,  883,  885 
remarks  of,  on  the  Greek  cause  -        -  1158 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -        -        -  2002 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  open  a  canal  be- 
tween the  Wabash  and  Miami        *         •  2585 
Real  Estate,  Mr.  Tracy  submitted  a  resolution 
calling  for  information  in  relation  to,  pur- 
chased by  the  United  Slates  ...  1292 
read  and  laid  on  the  table           ...  1322 
taken  up  and  agreed  to      -        •        -         -  1487 
a  report  in  reply  laid  on  the  table       -         -  1757 
Mr.  Warfield  submitted  a  resolution  calling 

for  a  statement  of  the  purchases  of         -2171 
modified  and  agreed  to      -        -         •         -  2288 
Recess,  a  resolution  for  daily,  reported,  debated, 

and  adopted 2488 

rescinded 2494 

Reed,  John,  of  Massachusetts,  attended    •        -     793 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -        -        -  1867 
speech  of,  on  the  same      ....  1880 

Registers  and  Receivers,  Mr.  Owen  submitted  a 
resolution  calling  for  information  respect- 
ing compensation  to      -        -        -     '    •  1460 
agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -        -  1470 

a  report  in  reply,  referred  .        .        -        •  1665 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  sundry  statements  in  relation  to,  re- 
ferred     1462 

other  information  on  the  same  subject,  re- 
ferred    1462 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read 

twice 2506 

Rentrope,  J.,  of  Kentucky,  a  bill  to  repty,  for 
lands  erroneously  sold,  reported  and  read 

twice 1322 

Revenue  and  Public  Debt.    (See  Public  Debt. ) 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  the  committee 

on,  appointed         -        -        -        -        .     799 
Revolutionary  Soldiers,  Mr.  Cushman  submitted 
a  resolution  to  extend  pensions  to  all  sur- 
viving    2295 

laid  on  the  table 2*^95 

Mr.  McKean  presented  sundry  memorials 
in  relation  to  pensions  for  all,  laid  on  the 

table 2430,  2586 

(See  Pensions.) 
Reynoldir,  James  B.,  of  Tennessee,  attended      -    794 
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Rich,  Charles,  of  Vermont,  attended  -        -        .    793 
remarks  of,   on  his  resolution  respecting 

trade  with  the  Indians  ...    99^ 

on  his  resolution  to  amend  the  Rules         -  1179 

on  the  Greek  cause  •        -        .        .        .  1213 

Richard,  Gabriel,  of  Michigan,  attended  -         •    803 

(See  Contested  Election.) 
Richards,  John,  of  New  York,  attended   -        -     793 
Richardson,  Landie,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        -        -        •1761 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  260(^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2504 

Richmond.    (See  Vessels,) 
Rtddick,  Thomas  F.,  Mr.  Scott  presented  the 
-    memorial  of,  agent  for  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri, referred        .....  2608 

Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers.    (See  Louisiana,) 
Rist,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and 

read  twice     ......  1329 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2497 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2500 

Rives,  William  C,  of  Virginia,  attended  -     806 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals -  1844 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  amendments  to 

the  Appropriaiion  bill    .        -        •        -  1947 

Road,  a  bill  for  making  a,  from  Memphis  to  Lit- 
tle Rock,  reported  and  read   -        .        -     876 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -    918 
read  the  third  time,  and  considered    -         -     937 

recommitted 939 

reported  with  amendments        ...     939 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    943 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a,  from  Pensacola  to  St.  Aogustine, 
and  froth  St.  Marks  to  Cape  Sable  -    812 

Mr.  Vance  submitted  a  Resolution  respecting 
a,  from  Detroit  to  the  Ohio  State  line, 

laid  on  the  tabic 986 

modified  and  agreed  to       -        -        -        -  1232 
a  bill  opening  a,  from  Miami  to  Detroit,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    .         -        -        -  1487 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2676 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2682 

a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana 
praying  the    continuation  of  the,  from 
Wheeling  to  the  Mississippi  river,  referred  1319 
a  bill  for  opening  a,  from  Wheeling  to  the 
seat  of  government  in  Missouri,  reported 

and  read  twice 1486 

Senate  bill  for  a  military,  from  Fort  St.  Phi- 
lip to  Johnson's  Plantation    ...  1503 
referred    -.-----  1504 
reported  without  amendment     ...  1567 
the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a,  from  Detroit  to  Chicago        -        -  1733 
a  bill  for  making  said,  reported  and  read 
twice 2490 

Roads  and  Canals,  the  subject  of,  referred  to  a 

select  committee    ....        -  808 
a  bill  to  provide  for  surveys  and  estimates 

of,  reported  and  read  twice     -        -        -  830 

considered 990,  1005 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  1041 

a  copy  of  the  bill 1042 

the  bill  laid  on  the  table      -        -        -        .  1043 

taken  up 1053 

recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  1063 
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Roadt  and  Canalf— contiDoed.  Page, 

eonaidered      1317,  1233,  1364,  1396,  183i,  1344, 

1371,  1399,  1430,  1463 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  -        -        -  1471 
Robbina,  Briatnel,a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....    848 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -    877 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...    887 
Robertaon,  lea,  the  Committee  of  Claima  inatruct- 
ed  to  inquire  respecting  oompenaatton  to, 
Joaeph  Koaaon,  and  Robert  Tolar  -        -  1676 
an  adverae  report  laid  on  the  table     -        -  1680 
Robinaon,  Thomaa,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  heira  of 2699 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  3700 

reported 3768 

read  the  third  time,  and  paated  ...  2759 

Roderick,  Anthony.     (Sea  GoUkmith^  Morris.) 

Rogers,  Thomaa  J.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -     793 

letter  of  reaignation  from,  laid  on  the  table  3510 

Roae,  Robert  R.,  of  New  Tork,  attended  -        -    793 

Roaa,  Thom^  R.,  of  Ohio,  attended  .        *        .     797 

remarks  of,  on  hia  resolution  for  a  Delegate 

from  the  District  of  Columbia         •        -  1504 

on  the  Tariff  bill 1695 

Roaaon,  Joaeph.    (See  RubtrUon,  lea.) 
Rttcker,  Elliot,  a  bill  for  tho  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .        •        •        .        .  1398 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2497 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2500 
Rules,  the  Orders  and,  of  last  aesaion  adopted 

until  a  reviaion  -  -  -  -  -  796 
Mr.  Moore  submitted  a  resolution  to  amend 

the  thirteenth  atanding  rule  ...  943 
Mr.  Allen  moved  to  reacind  the  eighty-fourth 

rule 1893 

agreed  to 1905 

Mr.  Rich  submitted  a  rule  respecting  peti- 
tions on  the  Clerk's  table       ...     987 
considered  and  laid  on  the  table        -        -  1318 
Mr.  Cook  submitted  certain  amendments  to 

the 1178 

referred 1179 

reported  with  amendments        ...  1702 
Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  reaolution  to  expunge 
the  thirty-firat  rule         -        -        -        -  1769 

debated 1776 

the  rule  amended 1777 

Mr.  Condict  submitted  an  amendment  to 

the,  respecting  engrossed  bills  .  -  2494 
laid  on  the  table 2495 

8. 

Salem  Laboratory  Company,  Mr.  Crowninshteld 

presented  the  memorial  of  Directors  of  the     842 

Salt,  instructions  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  respecting  a  repeal  of  the  act  lay- 
ing duty  on,  imported    ...   827,  1065 

Salt  Springs,  a  Message  from  the  President  trans- 
mitting information  heretofore  requested 
by  the  House  in  relation  to,  lead  and  cop- 
per mines      -.---.  i960 

Sandford,  James  T.,  of  Tenneasee,  attended      -    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -        -        .  1546 

Saunders,  Romulus  M.,  of  North  Carolina,  at- 
tended   794 

Scott,  Alexander,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice  and  referred  ....  2631 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2681 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        >        -  2712 


Scott,  Hector.     (See  Lenox,  JamtM.) 
Scott,  John,  of  Missouri,  attended     ...    791 
Seamen.     (See  Sick  and  DUabUd  Seamen.) 
Seminole  War,  Senate  bill  explanatory  of  lbs 
act  £>r  the  relief  of  peraona  engaged  ia 

the IW 

read  and  referred      -        -        -        -        -  lUl 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  l\tl 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       •        •        •  Sitt 
Mr.  Cocke  preaented  a  reaolution  of  the  La- 
gislature   of  Tennessee  reapectiag  pn^ 
party  loat  in  the,  referred        -        -        .112$ 
Sergeant-at-Arma,  Thomaa  Dunn  appointed    •    791 
Shaeffer,  Jacob,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  repoitod 

and  ;read  twice       -        -        •        -        -    88S 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         .        •    8541 
considered         ------    887 

rejected    -        -        -        -        •         -        -    889 

Shakera,  an  adverse  report  made  on  the  petition 

of  the  Society  of  -        -        -        •        -  1566 
Sharpa,  Peter,  of  New  York,  attended      -        -    79S 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  hill     -        -  1666, 1668 
Shattuck,  Jared,  Mr.  Farreliy  preaented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -        -        -        -        -    810 

Shepherd,  Moses,  a  report  in  fiivor  of  the  cUim 

of,  considered         .        .        -         -        - 

adopted    ....        -         -        - 

Shiolda,  Thomaa,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of    - 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  2431 

reported  without  amendment    ...  2541 

laid  on  the  table 2556 

Sibley,  Johaa,  of  Maasachnaetts,  attended         -    70 
Sibley,  Solomon,  a  bill  for  ihe  rtlief  of,  leperted 

and  read  twice  ...  -  -  1793 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  1500 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  .         -       -  25M 

Sick  and  Diaabled  Seamen,  Mr.  McKim  aafaeut- 
ted  a  resolution  respecting,  laid  on  the 

table »l 

adopted    ..-----«5 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  ide- 

tion  to,  laid  on  the  table  -  -  .  87¥ 
referred  .-----.887 
a  bill  to  provide  for,  reported  and  read  twice  1754 

Sinking  ^und,  the  report  of  the  Commiasidber 

of  the,  laid  on  the  Uble  .        .       -  1S99 

Skinner,  Ichabod  Lord,  Senate  bill   for  tbe  le- 

liefof »« 

read  twice,  and  referred    .        -        .       -  2396 
reported  without  amendment      ...  2487 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2568 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2S10 
Slavery,  Mr.  Breck  presented  a  petition  from  the 
**  Pennsylvania  Society  '*  praying  the  ab- 
olition of,  referred  -         .        -        .  I7S6 
the  committee  discharged  ....  1792 
the  petition  laid  on  the  table      -        -       -  17^ 

Slave  Trade,  ao  much  of  the  Preaident'a  Mea- 
atge  as  relatea  to  the  African,  referred  to 
a  select  committee  -        -        -        * 

Mr.  Mercer  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  negotiationa 
with  foreign  Governments  in  relation  to 

the 1904 

a  message  in  reply,  received      -        -        -  1876 

referred -        -  20» 

a  reaolution  from  the  Legialatare  of  Ohio 
reapecting  the  abolition  of  the,  referred  -  '^ 
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Blave  Trade — continued.  Page. 

the  committee  discharged  and  the  reaolution 
laid  on  the  table 1460 

the  committee  on  the  snppression  of  the, 
inatructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  existing  laws  for  'the  ab- 
olition of  the  trade        ....  1808 

a  bill  respecting  the,  reported  and  read  twice  2397 

a  copy  of  the  bill 2397 

Sloane,  John,  of  Ohio,  attended       ...    794 
SioopB  of  War,  Mr.  Poinsett  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  additional        ...    830 

agreed  to 831 

a  bill  to  anthorize  the  boilding  of  ten  ad- 

tional,  reported  and  read  twice        -        .1 100 
Senate  bill  for  additional,  read  twice  and 

referred         -.-..,  1471 
reported  without  amendment   -        -       .-  1608 
dlough,  Jacob,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      -        •        .        -        -1961 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2501 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  2506 

Smith,  Arthur,  of  Virginia,  attended        -        -    794 

speech  of,  on  the  Greek  cause   ...  1204 

Smith,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 1291 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2496 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        •  2500 

Smith,  Noah,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  -        -  1857 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  1870 

reported  with  amendments        ...  1893 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2608 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        .        -  2508 

Smith,  William,  of  Virginia,  attended      -        -    794 

speech  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  contested 

election 1826 

Smyth,  Alexander,  of  Virginia,  attended  -        -     794 
speech  of,  on  the  bill   for  the  surveys  of 

roads  and  canals   -        .        •        .        .  1399 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  adjourn- 
ment      2666 

Snow,  Elisba,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      .....  2508 
South  American  Colonies.    (See  Spain.) 
South  Carolina,  a  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  hold- 
ing  the  circuit  court  in,  reported  and  read 

twice 1291 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2669 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2675 
Mr.  Poinsett  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  in  relation  to  the  struggle 
of  Greece  for  independence,  laid  on  the 
table 916 

Spaight,  Richard  D. ,  of  North  Carolina,  attended    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surrey  of  roads 
and  canals    ......  1395 

Spain,  Mr.  Mallary  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing  for  information  in  relation  to  the  de- 
sign of  foreign  Governments  to  aid,  in 
regaining  the  South  American  colonies  -    868 

agreed  to 879 

a  message  in  reply,  referred  ...  986 
Mr.  Clay  submitted  a  similar  resolution  -  1104 
Mr.  C.  requests  that  said  resolution  be  al- 
lowed to  remain  on  the  table  -  -  2763 
Senate  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  9th  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  with  .  -  .  -  2696 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  2697 
reported  without  amendment     ...  2698 
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Speaker,  Henry  Clay  elected  ....  795 
Spence,  John  S.,  of  Maryland,  attended  -  -  797 
Spermaceti  Whale  Fisheries.     (See  New  Bed' 

ford.) 
Standcfer,  James,  of  Tennessee,  attended        -     794 
Staniford,  Thomas,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  laid  on  the  table     -        -  1905 

referred 1914 

reported  with  amendments        ...  2464 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2609 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  2610 
St.  Anne's  Church.    (See  Detroit.) 
State  Department,  the  Committee  on  Expendi- 
tures in  the,  appointed  -        - .       -        -     799 
St.  Augustine.     (See  PensacolQ.) 
St.  Clair,  General  Arthur,  Mr.  Jennings  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  Eliza  Dill,  daughter 
of,  in  behalf  of  herself  and  sisters  -        -    807 
Stealy,  John,  an  adverse  report  on  the  case  of, 

laid  on  the  Uble 943 

Steam  Vessels.    (See  Vessel*.) 
St.  Helena  Courthouse,  a  bill  in  relation  to  ti. 
ties  and  claims  to  lands  in  Jackson,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    ....  1319 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2698 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  2709 
Senate  bill  supplementary  to  the  several 
acts  respecting  land  claims  in,  and  Jack- 
son courthouse 2026 

(See  Pre-emption.^ 
Stephenson,  James,  of  Virginia,  attended         -    794 
Sterling,  Ansel,  of  Connecticut,  attended  -        -    798 
Stetson,  Amasa,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of 1770 

read  twice,  and  referred  ....  1774 
reported  with  amendments  ...  2001 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2609 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2610 

Stevenson,  Andrew,  of  Virginia,  attended  -  794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry 978 

on  the  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  intended 

visit  of  Lafayette 1106 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals     ......  1399 

remarks  of,  upon  Mr.  Martindale's  speech 

on  the  Tariff  bill  ....  1656,  1667 

Stewart,  Andrew,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -  797 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of 

roads  and  canals    -        -        -        .        .  1246 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -  1600,  1618 

speech  of,  on  the  same       ....  2271 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  improving  the 

navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 

rivers 2683,  2697 

St.  John's  River,  a  bill  for  opening  a  canal  be- 
tween the  bay  of  St  Augustine  and,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        •        -        .  2171 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2602 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -  2602 
St.  Mary's  River.    (See  Charleston.) 
Stock,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  seven 

per  cent,  reported  and  read  twice  -        -    OMT 
considered         ......  1048 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  1058 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  -  1065 
amendments  received  -  -  -  .  IIOO 
read  and  concurred  in       ....  UOl 
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Stock— continued.  Page, 

a  bill  authorizing  the  creatien  of,  for  the 
Florida  treaty  awards,  reported  and  read 

twice 957 

considered 2552 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       •        -        •  2555 
read  the  third  time,  and  debated         -        -  2559 

paased 2575 

a  bill  to  authorise  the  exchange  of,  bearing 
an  interest  of  five  per  cent.,  for  that  bear- 
ing interest  of  six  per  cent.,  reported  and 

read  twice 1856 

considered 2705 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2707 
Stoddard,  Ebenerer.  of  Connecticut,  attended  -  793 
Stone,  John,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War 

on  the  petition  of,  laid  on  the  table         >  1619 
Storehouses,  a  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  depoeite 
in,  to  other  goods  besides  wines,  teas  and 
spirits,  reported  and  read  twice       -        -  1551 
Storrs,  Henry  R.  of  New  York,  attended         -    793 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Breck's  resolution  re- 
specting commerce  with  Greece      -        -    872 
speech  of,  on  the  New  York  contested  elec- 
tion        9i6 

on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads  and  canals  1282 
on  the  Massachusetts  contested  election     -  1832 

Strain,  Robert,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 1567 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2503 
Strong,  James,  of  New  York,  attended    -        -    793 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -        -        -  2118 
Stroud,  Joseph.    (See  Carver^  Jonathan.) 
Supplies,  dec,  Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution 
calling   for    information  respecting    the 
transportation  of,  and  payment  for  -        -  2883 
agreed  to  nem.  con.  .....  2344 

a  message  in  reply  laid  on  the  table  -        -  2606 

Supreme  Court,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  a  more  speedy  publica- 
tion of  the  decisions  of  the,  agreed  to    -    817 

Mf .  Webster  submitted  a  resolution  respect* 
ing  suits  in  the 2541 

read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole 2542 

a  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  ses- 
sions of  the,  reported     ....  2635 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2648 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2648 

Surgeons  and  Surgeons'  Mates,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  instructed  to  inquire  as 
to  the  due  apportionment  of  pay  to        -    831 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  junior 987 

Surveyor's  Office,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a,  in  each  State 
and  Territory 833 

Swan,  Samuel,  of  New  Jersey,  attended   -        -    793 

Sylvester,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of, 

reported,  and  read  twice        ...  2606 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2617 

Symmes,  John  Cieves,  the  Speaker  presented  a 
memorial  of,  and  Thomas  S.  Hinds,  in 
relation  to  the  occupancy  of  certain  terri- 
tory between  the  Rocky  Mountains  and 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  referred     -        •        -  2152 


Symmes,  John  Cieves — continued.  Pa|(. 

Mr.  Gazlay  submitted  a  resolation  calliof 
for  information  respecting  a  lowDshipio 
Symmes's  patent m^ 

agreed  to 537 

a  message  transmitting  a  report  in  replj, 
laid  on  the  table    -        -        -       •     •  37 

Mr.  Gazlay  submitted  a  resolation  roped* 
ing  the  appointment  of  a  trustee  to  any 
into  effect  an  act  respecting  the  gnnt  ojf  SSS& 

read  and  referred      •        -        -       •      •  !5al 
(See  Miami  Purchase.) 

T. 

Tait,  Charles,  the  Speaker  presented  a  petitios 
of  Edwin  Lewis  praying  an  inqaiiy  into 
the  official  conduct  of,  laid  on  the  tiUe  •  \^ 

Taliaferro,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended    -     •  SS% 
Tallow  Chandlers,  Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a 
memorial  of  the,  of  New  York  oombettb; 
the  New  Bedford  petition  respectiof  the 
sperm  whale  fishery       -       -      -     -  S87 

Tanner's  Atlas,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate 
to  furnish  each  American  Mioiiter  and 
Charg^  with  a  copy  of  .      •      •  2(96 

read  twice,  and  laid  on  the  table      -     •  ^ 

Tariff,  so  much  of  the  Preadent's  Mesuge  n 

relates  to  a  revision  of  the,  refened     -  Ttl 
petitions  praying  a  revision  of  the    -  84!,  843, 

88<,IIK} 
petitions  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  lit).  14S 
1487,  1551,  1593,  1628, 1675,1681, 17»»I7J» 
Mr.  Tod  submitted  a  comparative  stitenai 

of  the  present 1^ 

Mr.  Hamilton  submitted  a  resolution  kt 
detailed  revision  of  the  existing,  by  not 

session ^ 

read,  and  laid  on  the  table        -      -     -  234^ 
(See  Duties  on  Imports.) 
Tattnall,  £dward  F.,  of  Georgia,  attended     ;  1M» 
Taylor,  George,  Mr.  Mercer  presented  the  ped* 

tion  of-        -        -        -        -.•9S 
laid  on  the  table ^^ 

Taylor,  John  W.,  of  New  York,  attended      •  7$) 

remarks  of,  on  declining  to  be  a  cisdidaie 
for  the  Speaker's  chair  -       .      .     •  7» 

on  a  resolution  respecting  a  delegate  fi« 
the  District  of  Colombia       -      '     '  ^^ 

on  the  Tariff  WU Jr. 

on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards  •     -  -^'^ 
Ten  Eyck,  Egbert,  of  New  York,  attended    •  'S3 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Cocke  presented  a  resdotionof 
the  Legislature  of,  in  relation  to  propeitjr 
lost  in  the  Seminole  war,  referred  -      '^"^ 

Mr.  Alexander  presented  a  resolation  of  tbe 
Legislature  of,  concerning  lands  for  edo* 
cational  purposes  .        -        .       - 

laid  on  the  table        .        .       •       • 
Tennessee  and  Coosa  Rivers,  the  Committee  en 
Roads  and  Canals  instructed  to  inqture 
into  the  expediency  of  opening  t  canal  ^ 
between         -        -        -       -      •         * 

a  report  thereon  laid  on  the  table 

Teat,  John,  of  Indiana,  attended        -       - 

speech  of;  on  the  bill  to  create  stock  for  t»  ^^ 

Florida  Treaty  awards  -        -      -         ^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  a  canal  between  ^ 

the  Wabash  and  Miami  rivers 
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Thomas,  John,  and  Company,  a  bill  for  the  re* 

lief  of,  reported  and  read  twice       -        -  1042 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2489 
read  the  third  time,  and  paseed  •        -        •  2491 
Thomas,  Philemon,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  instrocted  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  payment  for,  Benja- 
min P.  Thomas  and  Lewis  Craig  -        -  1664 
Thompson,  Philip,  of  Kentucky,  attended        •    794 
Thompson,  Wiley,  of  Georgia,  attended  -        -    794 
Thooft,  Bernard,  a  bill  for  issaing  debentures  to, 

reported  and  read  twice  -        •        -  1064 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2490 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        •  2491 

Tod,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended        -        -    793 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -        -        -  1471 

remarks  of,  on  the  same    1498,  1513,  1516,  1626, 

1544,  1546, 1589, 1669,  1691,  1740, 1741,  1742, 

1751,  1752,  1868,  2175 
speech  of,  on  the  same      -        -        -        -  2214 
remarks  of,  on  the  question  of  adjourn- 
ment             -  2599 

Tolar,  Robert.     (Bee  Robertson,  lea,) 
Tomlinson,  Gideon,  of  Connecticut,  attended  -     793 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bUl       1483,  1506,  1900 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  a  Message  from  the  Pre- 
sident in  relation  to  the  accounts  of,  re- 
ferred     804 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read 

twice 811 

considered  -..---  817 
ordered  to  the  third  readiog  ...  825 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    828 

a  message  from  the  President  in  relation  to 

the  claims  of,  referred  ....  1906 
a  report  made  in  full  ....  3334 
considered         -•--..  2398 

agreed  to 2400 

another  Message  from  the  President  in  re- 
lation to  the  claims  of,  read    ...  2501 

referred 2503 

a  bill  making  appropriations  to  pay  a  cer- 
tain sum  to,  reported  and  read  twice      •  2507 
considered         ....  2677,2686 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2693 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2697 

Top,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and 

read  twice  --.---  2457 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2505 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        -  2506 

Townley,  John  F.    (See  Eaclava,  Don  MigutL) 
Townsend,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        -        -        .  2676 
Tracy,  Albert  H.,  of  New  York,  attended  -    832 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill       1492,  1495,  1499 

1693 
remarks  of,  on  the  Appropriation  bill  -  1786 

Treasury  Department,  the  Committee  on  Expen- 
ditures in  the,  appointei        ...     799 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  with  an 

estimate  of  appropriations,  referred          -     959 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  vrith  a 
printed  copy  of  receipu  and  expenditures, 
laid  on  the  table 2606 

Trimble,  David,  of  Kentucky,  attended    -        -    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins    823 


Trimble,  David — continued.  Page, 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  opening  certain 

roads  in  Florida    .....    929 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Buchanan's  resolution 
in  relation  to  a  monument  for  Wash- 
ington   1048 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      1481, 1482, 1494, 

1498,  1519,  1614,  1661 
speech  of,  on  the  occupying  claimant  laws 
of  Kentucky-        .....  3535 

Tucker,  George,  of  Virginia,  attended      •       '•    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads 
and  canals     ......  1332 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -        -        -  2336 
remarks  of,  on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Ed* 

wards 2460,2453 

speech  of,  on  the  Beaumarchais  Claim .     -  2588 
Tucker,  Starling,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -    794 
Tuscaloosa,  a  bill  granting  certain  privileges  to 
the  corporation  of,   reportea   and  read 
twice     ----... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        • 
Tuscarawas  County,  a  bill  providing  for  the  dis- 
position of  three  tracte  of  land  in,  report- 
ed and  read  twice  -        .        .        -        • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Tyson,  Jacob,  of  New  York,  attended 


2616 
2709 


2026 

2607 

2617 

793 


U. 


Udree,  Daniel,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
Unfinished   Business,  the  Committee  00,  ap- 
pointed-       -.-..- 
their  report  made  and  adopted  ... 
the  Clezk  directed  to  prepare  a  list  o(  and 
to  send  a  copy  to  each  member  by  mail 
United  Brethren,  Mr.  Wright  submitted  a 


-  793 


2457 
2487 

2766 


lution  calling  for  information  respecting 
the  title  of  the,  to  land  in  Ohio 

laid  on  the  table 

agreed  to 

a  message  in  reply,  referred       ... 

a  report  made 

V. 

Vaccination,  the  Speaker  presented  a  memorial 
of  Dr.  James  SmiUi  respecting  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  vaccine  agent,  referred    - 

a  report  made 

a  biU  to  encourage,  reported  and  read  twice 

Vance,  John,  of  Ohio,  attended         ... 

remarks  of,  on  a  bill  respecting  coste  in 

suite  by  patentees 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     ... 
Vance,  Robert  B.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended 
VandaJia,  Mr.  Cook  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  information  respecting  the  robbery 
ot  the  laKd  office  at       -        -        -        - 

agreed  to 

report  in  reply,  referred     .... 

a  report  made 

committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John 

H.  Piatt 

Van  Rensselaer,  Stephen,  of  New  York,  at- 
tended -.--•-- 
Van  Syckel,  Elijah,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    - 
Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of         .        .        . 
read  twice  and  referred      .        .        .        • 


1528 
1552 
1661 
1906 
2026 


1428 

1739 

1740 

794 

908 

1696 

794 

82I 

830 

1166 

1550 


1661 

793 

1661 
2396 
2431 
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Van  Syckel,  Elijah — continued.  Pagv. 

bill  reported  without  amendment        -        •  2464 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2509 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed-        -        -  2510 

Van  Wyck,  William,  ot  New  York,  attended   •    793 

Venable,  Sarah,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and 

Jane  Morgan  .....  1766 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  .-  -  -  1769 
reported  without  amendment  ...  1793 
amended,  and  laid  on  the  table  .        -        .  2508 

Vea8ela,^the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  f  n- 
atmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  bounty  to  certain     ...  2172 
a  bill  to  allow  bounty  to,  employed  in  the 

cod  6sheries,  reported  and  read  twice     -  24G5 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2481 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2487 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  exempting, 
employed  in  canals  in  New  York,  from 
the  necessity  of  being  licensed        -        -  2295 
a  report  made  that  it  is  inexpedient  -        -  2464 
concurred  in     -----        •  2465 

a  bill  to  authorize  masters  of,  to  clear  out 
at  Petersburg  or  Richmond,  reported  and 
read  twice     ......  2430 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  248  L 
amendments  received  and  concurred  in       -  2712 
Mcr  Vinton  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  steam 2670 

agreed  to,  and  referred      ....  2670 
a  report  made,  accompanied  by  a  bill  regu- 
lating steamboau,  read  twice  -        -  2694 
considered         ..*...  2707 

Estponed  until  next  session      -        .        .  2709 
r.  Condict  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  disasters  on  steam       ...  2765 
agreed  to 2766 

Vinton,  Samuel  F.,  of  Ohio,  attended        -        -    794 
remarks  of,  on  his   resolution   respecting 

steam  Tessels 2670 

Virginia,  a  bill  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of, 

reported  and  read  twice  ...  1765 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -  2676 

a  Message  from  the  President  in  relation  to 

the  claim  of,  for  certain  advances,  referred  2295 
the  committee  discharged  and  the  Message 

laid  on  the  table 2317 

Virginia  Military  Land  Warrants.    (See  Ohio,) 

W. 

Wabash  and  Miami  rivers,  a  bill  to  open  a  canal 

between  the,  reported  and  read  -  -  829 
considered  ...  2684,  2600,  2603 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2604 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2606 

Wade,  Elisha,  an  adverse  report  on  the  case  of, 

laid  on  the  toble 943 

War  Department,  the  Committee  on  Expendi- 
tures in  the,  appointed   ....    799 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  transmit- 
ting a  statement  of  contracts,  laid  on  the 

Uble 1343 

Ward  Samuel.     (See  Chandler,  Walter  S.) 
Warfield,  Henry  R.,  of  Maryland,  attended        -     797 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolutions  in  regard  to 

the  intended  visit  of  Lafayette  •  -  -  llOi 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  -  -  -1678 
remarks  of,  on  the  adjournment  2649,  2657 


Ptg«. 
Washington,  Mr.  Brack  submitted  aresoktM 

for  the  purchase  of  Peale's  portrait  oC 

read I7B 

read  the  second  time  -        •       -     •  1763 

referred    -        - \%i 

amendments  reported        -        -       -      •  !i69 

the   Committee    on    Public  Buildings  io- 

structed  to  inquire  into  the  expedienrjof 

purchasing  three  of  Gapellano's  bostf  of  24^ 

a  report  made  and  concurred  in        -      -249) 

Waahington,  City  of,  Mr.  Mercer  presented  the 
petition  of  the  Corporation  of,  prajisg 
amendments  to  the  act  of  incorpontioo, 
referred         -        -         -        -       -      ■  955 
a  bill  Bupplementaiy  to  the  act  to  incorpo- 
rate, reported  and  read  twice         •      •  1969 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -       >      •  SS04 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  2597 

amendments  received  -        -       •      •  2718 

read  and  referred        -         -        .       -      •  t7l3 
agreement  reported  and  adopted  •  3758 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a  memorial  from  tlu 
Provident  Association  of  Clerks  in,  prey* 
ing  a  modification  of  the  act  iacorponuog 
said  Association,  referred        -       -      •  143^ 
a  select  committee  appointed  to  report  cos- 

cerniog  the  sale  of  lota  in       -       .      .  1739 
a  report  made   -        •         -        .       .      .  S6R 

considered ^ 

concurred  in    -         -         -        -       .      .S6U 

Waahington  Canal  Company,  a  report  of  thf, 

referred  -        -         -        -       -     .  8<® 

Wayne,  Isaac,  of  PennsylTania,  attended  -     -  793 

Ways  and  Means,  the  Committee  of,  appoistii  "^ 

Webster,  Daniel,  of  MaaBacfansetts,  attended  •  TV 

remarks  of,  on  offering  his  resolotioo  fer 

sending  an  Agent  to  Greece  -       •     •  ^ 
speech  o^  on  the  same      *        -       - 1064, 11)9 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Poinsett's  motion 
to  defer  the  consideration  of  said  isnIb* 
tion       -        -        *        -        .      .     •  919 
on  Mr.  Breck's  resolution  in  relatioii  toeon* 

merce  with  Greece  -  .  .  •  971 
on  a  bill  concerning  marshals'  fees  -  *  ^ 
on  the  bill  respecting  costs  in  soits  brpilto* 

tees  -  -  -  -  -  89MMi«* 
on  a  report  respecting  a  system  of  ^' 

ruptcy  -  -  -  .  -  .  -  w 
on  submitting  a  resolution  in  relation  \6 

bankruptcy ^f 

on  the  Tariff  bill     1695,  1699,  1701, 1867,  m 

1888,  l»i 

speech  of,  on  the  same       -       -      -     *  ^ 
remarka  of,  on  the  Address  of  Nioiao  E^ 
wards    ....         2451,2473,3475 

on  the  Occupying  Claimant  laws  of  Ken- 
tucky -     -  »l» 

on  the  adjournment   -        -        2599,8650,2656 
Wells,  Bczaleel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       -        -        '      '        9M 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        •      *      '  ^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •       -      '*^ 
West  Baton  Rouge.     (See  Uaton  Rouge.) 
West  Florida.     (See  Florida.)  . 

Weymouth,  Dean,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  ■  J^' 

read  twice  and  referred      -       -      * 

reported  without  amendments   - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
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bill  read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -  -  2608 
the  Senate  disagree  to  the  afflendments  -  8631 
the  House  recede  therefrom  ...  2632 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read 

twice 2344 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2505 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2606 
Wharton,  Samoel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed, and  read  twice  ....     876 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -    931 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .    932 
"Wheat,  the  Committee  on  Commerce  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  impos- 
ing a  duty  on  imported  ....    831 
Wheaton,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      .....     986 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2489 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .  2491 
Wheeling.     (See  Mood,) 

Whipple,  Thomas,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended     793 
White,  David,  of  Kentucky,  attended        -        -    794 
White,  John,  Mr.  Herrick  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  : 1787 

White,  Joseph  M.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and 
William    Davidson,  reported    and  read 

twice -  2551 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2699 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2700 

White,  Samuel,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of        -  1667 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1870 

reported  without  amendment     ...  1873 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        -        -  2713 

Whitman,  Lemuel,  of  Connecticut,  attended    -     793 

Whittlesey,  Elisha,  of  Ohio,  attended        -  .      -     794 

Wickliffe,  Charles  A.,  of  Kentucky,  attended    -    794 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry 973 

ontheTari£fbiil       -        -          1488  1613,1678 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  Appropri- 
ation bill       1949 

speech  of,  on  the  Occupying  Claimant  laws 

of  Kentucky 2527 

remarks  of,  on  the  adjournment        -        -  2650 

Widows  and  Orphans.     (See  Pensions,) 

**  William,''  a  bill  to  authorize  a  register  for  the 

brig,  reported  and  read  twice  -        -  1322 

considered         ......  1344 

ordered  to  the  third  reading.       ...  2506 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2508 
Williams,  Isaac,  of  New  York,  attended  -         -     793 
Williams,  Jared,  of  Virginia,  attended      -         -     794 

(See  Contested  Election.) 
Williams,  Lewis,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -    794 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -         •        -  2100 
Williams,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    ....   1502 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  2497 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2600 

Wilmot,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 1567 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2498 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2500 

Wil8on,Isaac,  of  New  York  attended        -         -     793 

(See  Contested  Election,) 
Wilson,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended        -     793 
Wilson,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended       -    794 
Wilson,  Henry,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended        -    835 
Wilson,  William,  of  Ohio,  attended  -        -    794 


Page. 
Wood,  Joseph,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

and  referred  ......  1043 

reported  without  amendment  ...  1064 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  -  -2505 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        >  2507 

Wood,  Silas,  of  New  York,  attended        -        -    793 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Daniel  D. 

Tompkins 824 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Brock's  resolution  re- 
specting commerce  with  Greece      -     871,  872 
on  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  for  sending  an 

Agent  to  Greece  .....  1132 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of 

roads  and  canals    .....  1053 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -        .        .  2068 

Woods,  William,  of  New  York,  attended  -    793 

a  certificate  of  the  election  of,  presented  and 

referred  -        -        -        -        -        -814 

Woollen  Manufactures,  Mr.  Webster  presented 
a  petition  of  the  manufacturers  of  Massa- 
chusetts, praying  an  additional  duty  on 
foreign,  referred     -        -        -        -        -     803 
•>  Mr.  Eddy  presented  a  similar  petition  from 

Rhode  Island,  referred  ....    828 

Wooster,  General  David,  Mr.  Tomlinson  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  calling  for  information 
respecting  monument  to        -        -        -  1528 

agreed  to •  1551 

Wright,  John  C,  of  Ohioj,  attended  -        -    794 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  costs  in 

suits  by  patentees  ....     909 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -  1 502,  1745 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins     -.-..-  2686 
Wyandot  Indians,  a  bill  reserving  a  certain  tract 

of  land  to  the,  reported  and  read  twice  -  1792 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2696 

Y. 

Yandes,  Peter,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice  -  -  .  -  .  1768 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2504 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for 

the  relief  of  Jacob  Schaeffer  ...  888 
on  admitting  Parmenio  Adams  to  a  seat  -  944 
on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  for  surveys 

of  roads  and  canals  -  -  -  -  1041 
on  a  motion  to  recommit  said  bill  -  -  1463 
on  its  indefinite  postponement  ...  1467 
on  the  third  reading  ...        -  1468 

on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  ' 

military  service  -  -  -  -  -  1617 
on  amending  the  thirty-first  rule  -  -  1776 
on  the  Appropriation  bill  -        -  1782,  1959 

on  the  Maasachusets  Contested  Election  -  1855 
on  amendments  to  the  Tariff  bill  -        -  2235, 

2265,   2257,   2287,   2289,   2290,   2291,   2293, 

2294,  2310,   2311,   2313,   2314,    2316,  2327, 

2328,  2329,  2332,  2337,  2341,  2342,  2343 

on  laying  said  bill  on  the  table  ...  2427 

on  its  final  passage  -----  2429 

on  Senate  amendments  to  said  bill  2621,  2626, 

2627,  2628,  2633,  2634 
on  agreeing  with  the  report  of  the  commit- 

tee  of  conference  -        -        -  2673,  2674 

on  Mr.  Owens'  resolution   respecting   the 

effect  of  the  Tariff  bill    -         1623,1629,1681 
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Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page, 

on  striking-  out  a  certain  appropriation  in 

the  Fortification  bill       .... 
on  a  motion  to  recommit  said  bill 
on  referring  the  joint  resolution  respecting 

the  adjournment 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 

of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of  certain 

persons  who  imported  goods  into  Castine  2548 
on  the  postponement  of  the  bill  to  create 

stock  for  the  Florida  Treaty  awards     -  2555 


I 


2463 
2469 

2470 


-  2501 


Yeas  and  Nays— continued*  pg« 

on  the  passage  of  said  bill       -      .     .  tm 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  improve. 

ment  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  ud 

Mississippi  rivers  -  -  -••%)$ 
on  the  passage  of  the  Post  Office  bill  .  SS3 
on  amendments  to  the  bill  for  Daniel  D. 

Tompkins  -  -  -  -  •  •  26SI 
on  the  passage  of  saii  bill  .  .  .2691 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  fix  the  western 

boundary  of  Arkansas    -        -       •      -  2761 


APPENDIX  — PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS,  ACTS,  &c. 


A.  Page. 

Alabama,  an  act  for  the  survey  of  public  and 

private  lands  in  the  southern  part  of       -  3200 
an  act  for  the  better  organisation  of  the 

district  courts  in    >        -        -        -        .  3202 
an  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congresp 

to  certain  acts  of 3218 

A  lezandria,  an  act  to  confer  certain  powers  on 

the  levy  court  of   -        -        .        -        .  3247 
an  act  further  to  regulkte  the  inspection  of 
flour  in          >        .     •  .        .        .        .  3273 
American  Manufactures,  a  memorial  from  Penn- 
sylvania praying  the  encouragement  of  -  3172 
Appropriations,  an  act  making,  for  Congress    -  3196 
an  act  making,  for  the  military  service  3200, 8266 
an  act  making,  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment     3204 

an  act  making,  for  the  Navy      .        .        -  3214 
an  act  making,  for  fortifications        -        -  3216 
Arkansas,  an  act  to  furnish,  with  an  abstract  of 

military  bounty  lands    -        -        -        -  3193 
an  act  confirming  certain  acts  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of -  3218 

an  act  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line  of  3241 
an  act  concerning  claimants  to  lands  in, 

and  Missouri  .....  3959 

an  act  to  extinguish  the  Quapau  title  to 

lands  in 3269 

an  act  respecting  pre-emption  rights  in      -  3275 
Auction  Sales,  a  memorial  from  the  citizens  of 

Baltimore  in  relation  to  -        .        .3128 

B. 

Baltimore,  a  memorial  from  the  merchants  and 

others  of,  respecting  auction  sales  •        -3128 
a  memorial  from  citizens  of,  in  relation  to 
the  tariff       .' 3159 

Bankruptcy,  a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  af 
Commerce  of  Philadelphia  respecting  an 
uniform  system  of  -        .        .        -  3112 

Baton  Kouge,  an  act  respecting  a  public  lot  at  3259 

Boston,  a  memorial  from,  against  the  Tariff  bill  3079 
a  memorial  from,  in  relation  to  the  pros- 
pects, dec,  of  the  Greeks        -        -        -  3107 

Burial  Ground,  an  act  for  enclosing  the  Con- 
gressional       3218 

C. 

Capitol,  an  act  making  appropriations  for  fur- 
nishing the  rooms  in  the        -        -        -  3251 


Charleston,  South  Carolina,  a  memorial  fron, 

against  the  Tariff 307S 

an  act  for  the  survey  of  the  harbor  0^  St. 
Mary,  and  the  coast  of  Florida  -  3273 

Clerks,  an  act  to  authorize  the  employmeat  of 
an  additional  number  of,  in  the  lewil 
Departments 3S£ 

Cocke,  William,  an  act  to  compensate  -  •  2Stf 
Cod  Fisheries,  an  act  to  allow  bounty  in  eeitiia 

cases  to  vessels  employed  in  the  -  -  3242 
Columbia  Inatitute,  an  act  for  the  bsoefit  of 

the 3!J4 

Columbus,  a  reaohition  providing  a  place  of  l)^ 
posite  for  the  poitrait  of,  and  for  the  fr- 
tribntion  of  a  number  of  copies  of  tW 
Declaration  of  Independence  •  ^ 

Comroevee,  a  report  of  the  Committee  of,  n- 

speeting  commerce  with  Great  Britain  •  SM) 

Congress,  an  act  making  appropriations  (or    •  31^ 

Connecticut,  a  memorial  from  the  merchanu  of, 

concerning  manu&ctores,  dbc  *  ^^^ 

Cotton  Manufacturers,   a   memorial  fien  tke, 

of  Rhode  Island    -        -        .      .      .3114 

D. 

Debt,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisooed 

for         -        -        -         .        .       .     ■  3IW 
an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  tk  re- 
lief of  persons  imprisoned  for        •     *  ^^^ 

Declaration  of  Independence.     (See  ColumtnH') 

District  of  Columbia,  an  act  to  alter  the  lifflei  of 

holding  the  courts  in  the        -       •      -  ^^^ 
an  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  regiiters 
of  wills  in  the 3545 

Donnelson,  John,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,  8t^ 

phen  Heard,  and  others         -       .      •  4S43 

Duties,  an  act  concerning,  on  tonnage  so^  ^ 

ports      -        -        -        -        -       .      •  3193 
an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  imponof. 
on  imports *  ^^ 

£. 

Edwardsville  and  Springfield,  an  act  to  define 
the  boundary  line  between    -       -      - 

•       F. 
Florida,  an  act  for  the  settlement  of  private  lta<i 

claims  in 

an  act  for  opening  certain  roads  in   • 


.  3119 
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Florida^ontinued.  Page, 

an  act  giving  sanction  to  certain  acts  of  the 

Legislature  of 32 IB 

an  act  providing  land  for  the  Seat  of  Gov- 

ernment  of 3232 

an  act  granting  donations  of  land  to  cer- 
tain actual  settlers  in     -        -        -        -  3267 
an  act  for  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  -        -  3273 
Fortifications,  an  act  making  appropriations  for 

certain 3216 

French   Spoliations,   copies  of  the  correspon- 
dence called  for  by  Congress  in  relation  to  2936 

O. 

General  Land  Office,  an  act  to  authorize  the  em- 
ployment of  certain  assistants  in  the      -  3204 

Government,  an  act  making  appropriations  for 

the  support  of 3204 

Great  Britain,  a  report  respecting   commerce 

with 3065 

Greece,  certain  documents  called  for  by  Con- 
gress in  relation  to  the  condition  and  pros- 

pecu  of 2017 

a  memorial  from  New  York  respecting  the 

independence  of 3105 

a  memorial  from  Boston  in  relation  to  the 
prospects  of 3107 

Gregory,  Lieutenant  Francis,  an  act  rewarding 
the  officers  and  crews  of  two  boats  under 
the  command  of 3217 

H. 

Heard,  Stephen,  an  act  for  the  relief  of    -        -  3243 
Hogan,  John  B.,  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  for  the 

relief  of 3217 

L 

UMnois,  an  act  to  alter  t)ie  times  of  holding  the 

DiBtrict  Court  in 8213 

Indian  Treaties,  an  act  to  enable  the  President 

to  hold  treaties  with  certain  Indians        -  3228 
an  act  for  carrying  into  eiSect  certain        -  3271 

J. 

Johnson,  John  T.,  an  act  for  the  relief  of         -  3240 
Jones,  George,  and  others,  a  memorial  o^  against 

any  alteration  of  the  Tariff    ...  3155 

K. 

Kentucky,  an  act  to  change  the  terms  of  the 

District  Court  in 3204 

an  act  to  change  the  terms  of  the  Circuit 
and  District  Courts  in   -        •        -        -  3213 

L. 

Land  Claims,  aq  act  concerning,  in  Florida     -  3198 
an   act  concerning,  in  Missouri  and  Ar- 
kansas ---....  3359 

Land  Offices,  an  aot  supplementary  to  the  act 

to  provide  for  the  correctidn  of  errors  in  3239 
an  act  to  establish  one  in  Missouri    -        -  3266 

Lands,  an  act  changing  the  mode  of  surveying, 

on  any  river,  bayou,  or  water  course      -  3232 
an  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of,  conveyed 
to  the  United  States  in  certain  cases      -  3274 

Lafayette,  a  resolution  in  relation  to  an  in- 
tended visit  of  the  Marquis  de       -        -  3279 

Library  of  Congress,  an  act  making  an  appropri- 
ation for  the  use  of  the,  and  for  fumidi- 
ing  the  rooms  in  the  Capitol  -        •  3251 

Lighthouses,  Beacons,  dec,  an  act  to  authorize 

the  building  of  certain    ....  3254 


Page. 
Louisiana,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  con- 
cerning lands  in,  lying  between  the  Rio 
Hondo  and  Sabine  riv^fs        ...  3253 
an  act  to  regulate  the  mode  of  practice  in 

the  courts  of 3271 

Ludlow's  and  Roberts'  lines,  an  act  respecting 


lands  between 


3248 


M. 


Manufactures,  a  memorial  from  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Society  for  the  encouragement  of     •  3172 

Marshals,  Clerks,  &c.,  an  act  to  repeal  in  part 

an  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of      -  3201 

Maryland,  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding 

the  Circuit  Court  for  the  fourth  circuit  in  3272 

Memphis,  an  act  making  a  road  from,  to  Little 


Rock 


3195 


Miami,  an  act  to  authorize  the  opening  of  a  road 

from,  to  Detroit    -        •        -        -        •  3251 
Miami  river.    (See  Wabash.) 
Michael,  John,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of 3197 

Military  Land  Warrants,  an  act  to  complete  the 

issue  and  location  of  .  -        -        -        -  3242 
Military  Service,  an  act  making  appropriations 

for  the 3200 

an  act  makingptfurther  appropriations  for  the  8266 
Miller,  James,  an  act  confirming  certain  acts  of  3212 
Mississippi  River,  an  act  to  improve  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Ohio  and      ....  3827 
Misaouri,  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 

District  Court  in 8217 

an  act  to  enable  claimants  to  lands  in,  and 

Arkansas  to  inatitnte  proceedings  •        -  8259 
an  act  to  establish  additional  land  offices  in  3265 
an  act  to  complete  the  southern  and  western 
boundary  of  -        -        -        -        -        -  8268 

an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  set- 
tlement of  claims  to  lands  in  -        -        -  8269 
Mobile,   an  act  granting  certain  lots  to  the  cnr^ 

poration  of 3268 

N. 

Nantucket.    (See  Pensaeola.) 

Naturalization,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act  to 

establish  an  uniform  rule  of  -        -        -  3237 

Navy,  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the      -  3214 

New  Haven,  a  memorial  from,  against  the  Tariff 

bill 3150 

New  York,  a  memorial  from,  against  the  Tariff 

bill 3093 

a  memorial  from,  respecting  the  independ- 
ence of  Greece 3105 

0. 

Officers  of  Congress,  an  act  to  fix  the  compensa- 
tion of  3197 

Ohio,  a  memorial  and  resolution  from  the  Legis- 
lature of,  respecting  lands  reserved  for 

schools 3166 

an  act  to  change  one  of  the  terms  of  the 
Circuit  Court  in 3213 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  an  act  to  improve 

the  navigation  of  the      •        -        -        -  3227 

Osage  Indians,  an  act  to  provide  an  agent  for 

the 3220 

P. 

Pensaeola,  an  act  to  allow  a  salary  to  the  col- 
lectors of  Nantucket  and,  and  to  abolish 
the  office  of  surveyor  at  ...  3249 


I 
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Page. 
Pennsylvania,  a  memorial  from,  respecting  the 

modification  of  the  Tariff        •  3109,  3159 

a  memorial  from  tllto  Society  to  encourage 

American  manufactures  in      -        -        -  3270 
an  act  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of  -  3253 

Pensions,  an  act  to  extend  half  pay,  to  widows 
and  orphans  of  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines      3197 

an  act  to  extend  the  term  of,  to  persons  dis- 
abled, and  widows  and  orphans  of  those 
slain  in  private  armed  vessels         -        -  8211 
an  act  concerning  certain  invalid       -        -  3230 
an  act  to  revive  and  extend   the  term  of   . 
certain  -        -        -      '  -        -        -  3242 

Petersburg,  Va.,  a  memorial  from,  respecting  the 

Tariff   -        -        -        -        -        -        -  3139 

(Bee  RiehmoncL) 

Philadelphia,  a  memorial  from  the,  Chamber  of 

Commerce  against  the  Tariff  hill    -        -  8142 

Plymouth  Beach.     (See  Presque  Isle,) 

Point  Coupee,  an  act  granting  a  tract  of  land  to 

the  inhabiUnts  of 3243 

Portugal,  sundry  documents  respecting  the  pres- 
ent state  of  commercial  relations  with    -  3035 

Pre-emption,  an  act  granting  certain,  rights  to 

the  counties  of  each  State  and  Territory  3270 
an  act  concerning  the  right  of,  in  Arkansas  3276 

Presque  Isle,  an  act  for  improving  the  harbor  of, 

and  repairing  Plymouth  Beach       -        -  3349 

Purchasers  of  Public  Lands,  an  act  to  provide 

tor  the  extinguishment  of  debt  due  by   -    8219 
an  act  explanatory  of  said  act    -        -        •  3231 

R. 

Registers  of  Wills,  an  act  to  regulate  the  fees 

of,  in  the  District  of  Colnmbia       -        -  3246 

Richmond,  a  memorial  from,  against  the  Tariff 

biU 3006 

an  act  to  authorize  masters  of  voesels  to 
clear  out  at  either  Petersburg,  or    -        -  3236 

Rio  Hondo  River.     (See  LouUiana.) 

Road,  an  act  making  a,  from  Memphis  to  Little 

Rock 3195 

an  act  making  a,  from  Miami  to  Detroit    -  3251 

S. 

School  Lands,  a  resolution  and  memorial  of  the 

Legislature  of  Ohio  respecting       -        -  3166 

Seminole  War,  an  act  explanatory  of  the  act  for 

the  relief  of  persons  engaged  in  the        -  3238 

Sinking  Fund,  a  report  of  the  Commissioners  of 

the 3072 

Slater,  Samuel,  and  others,  cotton  manufactu- 
rers, a  memorial  of        -        -        -        -  3114 

Slave  Trade,  sundry  documents  in  relation  to 

the  African 3001 

articles  of  a  convention  for  the  suppression 
of  the  African 3022 

South  Carolina,  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of  hold- 
ing the  circuit  and  district  courts  of       •  3235 


Psg^ 
St.  Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse,  an  act  mp- 
plementary  to  the   act  respecting  lud 
claims  at        -        -        -        -         -      -  USO 

Stock,  an  act  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  sevea 

per  cent *.'56 

an  act  for  the  creation  of  certain       -        -  SSb 
an  act  to  authorize  the  exchange  of  certain  31% 

T. 

Tariff,  a  memorial  from  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, against  the  increase  of  the      -        -  307$ 

a  memorial  from  Boston  and   its  vicinity 
against  the   -        -        -        -         -        -  307$ 

a  memorial  from  the   Chamber    of  Com- 
merce of  New  York  against  the     -        -  3093 

a  memorial  from  Rensselaer  countj,  New 
York,  against  the  bill     ....  3l3t 

a  memorial  from  Richmond  and  Manches- 
ter, Virginia,  against  the  bill  >        -        -  3099 

a  memorial  from  Pennsylvania,  asking  a 
modification  of  the  bill  -        -  3109,  3160 

a  memorial  from  the  cotton  mana^torers 
of  Rhode  Island,  respecting  the      -        -  3114 

one  from  Petersburg,  Virginia,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the     -        -        -        -        -        .  3139 

one  from  the   Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Philadelphia  in  relation  to  the        -        -  3142 

one  from  New  Haven  against  the  bill        -  3150 

one  from  George  Jones  and  others  against 
the  bill 31» 

one  from  the  city  of  Baltimore  against  the 
bill 315d 

an  act  to  amend  the  several  ads  reepecting 

the 3«1 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  an  act  appropriating  a 

certain  sum  to       -        -        -        .        -  319: 

an  act  for  the  payment  of  the  claims  of     -  3244 
Tonnage  and  Impost,  an  act  concerning  duties 

of 3i99 

Turnpike  Company,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  lor 

the  establishment  of  a,  in  Alexandria  -  32 It 
Tuscaloosa,  an  act  granting  certain  lots  to  -  3S6S 
Tuscarawas  county,  an  act   concerning  three 

tracts  of  land  in    -        -         -        •        -  3276 

V. 

Vessels,  an  act  to  allow  bounty  in  certain  esses 

to,  engaged  in  the  codfisheries    ...  394i 
Virginia,  an  act  to  alter  the  judicial  disCriets  of  327^ 
Virginia  military  land  warrants,  an  act  coucem- 
ing,  located  between  Robert**  and  Lud- 
low's lines  in  Ohio         ....  3248 

W. 

Wabash  and  Miami,  an  act  to  open  a  canal  be- 
tween the  rivers    .....  3252 

Washington,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to 

incorporate  tie  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  3256 

Wells,  Bezaleel,  an  act  for  the  relief  of     -       -  3230 

**  William,"  an  act  to  authorize  the  issue  of  a 

register  to  the  brig         ....  3244 

Wyandot  Indians,  an  act  reserving  to  the.  a 

certain  tract  of  land        ....  3241 
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Hie  boirower  must  return  this  item  on  or  before 
the  last  date  stamped  below.  If  another  user 
places  a  recall  for  this  item,  the  boirower  will 
be  notified  of  the  need  for  an  earlier  return. 

Non-receipt  of  overdue  notices  does  not  exempt 
the  borrower  from  overdue  fines. 
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